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THE   HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


ooHmnsD  VBOH  VOL  vnL 


U05DAT,  Ifarch  13,  1836. 
Amendment  of  the  ComtUutum. 
The  House,  on   motion  of  Hr.  KoDur- 
nx,  raolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbde,  Ur.  MoL^n,  of  Delaware,  in  the 
chair,  on  the  reeolations  for  the  amendment 
the  cooatitQtioD. 

Hr.  Bbtan  addreaaed  the  committee  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Ur.  Chunnan:  I  regret  that,  to  the  other 
diaadvantages  mider  which  I  labor  in  address- 
ing the  committee  in  this  stage  of  the  debate, 
that  d  ho^lj  indisposition  would  be  added ; 
but  M I  have  the  privilege  of  the  floor  to-da^, 
I  am  detormined  to  ezemae  it. 

I  am  not  desirons  to  impose  npon  this  com- 
ndttee  a  general  essay  upon  the  cMutitation ; 
bat  I  cm&sB,  sir,  I  am  solicitoas  to  ezplmn 
the  reasons  of  my  vote,  and  willing  to  assome 
all  the  joak  responsibilities  of  raj  station.  In 
doing  thiB,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  r^ret  my  political  inexperience,  and 
want  of  constitntional  learning ;  but,  sir,  I  de- 
rive arane  consolation  from  the  belief,  that,  if  I 
am  inexperienced,  I  am  also  nnprejndiced,  I 
have  not  been  reared  at  the  feet  of  any  politi- 
cal Gamaliel ;  my  opinions  of  men  and  meas- 
nrea,  crroneona  thoiwh  they  may  be,  are  my 
own ;  they  have  not  been  asanmed  by  compact, 
mod  therefore,  sir,  I  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
correct  and  amend  them  aa  experience  may  dic- 
tate. Upon  the  snbject  of  tliis  eonatitntional 
nftmnation,  I  have  earnestly  endeavored  to  dio- 
eorer  the  tnie  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  am  sincerely  desirons  to  carry  these 
int»  fall  and  complete  effect.  God  forbid  that 
I  riioold  ever  be  so  weak  or  no  wicked  as  to 
displace  one  stone  of  this  hallowed  temple 
where  liberty  delights  to  dwell,  for  any  other 
pnrpoae  than  to  secure  her  pennanent  abode. 
1  nMat  ac^emnly  asanre  the  committee,  that,  if 
I  conld  be  impelled  by  other  motives — ^more 
fl^edoUf  ,  dr,  if  I  ahwold  attempt  to  nnflx  a 


colonm  to  pnxnote  party  views  or  indlvldnil 
a^randizement,  I  ehonld  deem  myself  an  imi- 
tator— yes,  sir,  a  hnmble  imitator  of  the 
wretch  who  applied  the  torch  of  destruetion  to 
the  Epheaan  temple  to  gun  an  execrable  ia^ 
mortality. 

It  wonld  be  a  vain  r^ret,  sir,  to  express  my 
sorrow,  that  I  cannot  spread  before  the  com- 
mittee the  rich  classical  repast  with  which  they 
have  been  so  sumptnonsly  regaled  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Massachnsetts,  (Mr.  Eteb- 
KTT.)  It  has  not  been  my  lot,  like  him,  to  breathe 
the  inspiring  zephyrs  of  the  land  of  Homer ;  I 
have  not  had  unannation  fired,  and  my  heart 
exhilarated  and  «m4M)led  by  treading  the  plains 
of  Haratfatm  and  Flatea;  I  hsTe  not  mnsed 
amid  tiie  mins  of  Athens,  and  gathered  lesscms 
of  political  wisdom  from  the  silent,  bnt  impro- 
sive  memorials  of  her  departed  greatness ;  nor 
has  fair  science,  "  rich  with  the  spoib  of  time," 
nnfqlded  to  me  those  secret  treasures  which  aha 
conld  not  conceal  from  that  honorable  gentle- 
man. 

I  come  not  here,  sir,  from  the  Lycenm  or  tho 
Portico ;  I  come,  sir,  from  the  coort-yards  and 
cotton-fields  of  Nortii  Carolina;  and  I  come, 
sir,  to  proclium  the  wishes  and  assert  the  rights 
of  the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  reinresent. 
Hy  life,  sir^  has  been  qwnt  among  the  people 
of  my  native  ^ate ;  tiie  most  Tamed  fMrt  of 
my  political  information  has  been  derlred  frcan 
association  and  converse  with  my  fellow-dti< 
zens.  I  know  their  wants,  and  I  /eel  them  too ; 
I  know,  sir,  that  they  wi^  to  participate  in  the 
election  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Union, 
and  that  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present 
mode  of  expresdng  their  voice — if  expression  it 
may  be  called. 

la  endeavoring  to  reply  to  the  argument  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  MasMohnsetta, 
I  hope  he  will  do  me  the  instice  to  believe  that 
I  do  so  in  a  apirit  of  kindness  and  respect  I 
shonld  do  Ti(d9nce  to  my  own  feelinga  were  I 
to  act  othttwise;  for,  althongh  I  differ  from 
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him  materiallj  on  some  points,  yet,  when  I  can 
a^ree  with  him,  I  do  so  with  lively  satisfaction. 
He  has  told  as,  sir,  that  it  wonld  be  QDConstitn- 
tional  to  make  these  amendments.  Unconsti- 
tatiunal  1  sir.  This  assertion  is  certainly  con- 
tradictory to  experience — to  the  constitution 
itself ;  and  the  argument  seems  to  more  in  a 
circle.  We  know,  sir,  that  amendments  hare 
been  made ;  that  one  of  these,  the  amendment 
of  1804,  by  confining  the  choice  of  the  States, 
when  the^lection  devolves  apon  the  House  of 
BepresentaUves,  to  thfed,  instead  of  the  fire 
highest  on  tiie  list  of*tho8e  voted  for  by  the 
electors,  has  made  a  material  change ;  it  im- 
pured  too,  air,  a  federative  power,  and  in- 
creased a  popular  one.  Snppose,  sir,  that  it 
shonld  be  necessary  to  vest  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment powers  which  an  emergency  might 
render  essential  for  the  preservation  of  the  Un- 
ion. Oases  might  occur  which  I  do  not  even 
wish  to  imagine.  Mast  these  powers  be  asnrped 
at  the  hazard  of  revolution  and  bloodshed? 
Must  we  sit  here  like  the  Roman  Senate — qui- 
etly fold  onr  arms,  and  aw«t  onr  destrnction 
with  dignity?  or  most' we  not  rather  apply  fbr 
these  powers  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the 
eonstltationf  Onr  antwstors  well  knew  that 
they  could  not  pierce  the  veil  of  ftaturity,  and 
provide  for  events  beyond  the  ken  of  mortal 
wisdom.  They  provided  a  remedy,  sir,  for  evils 
which  might  bo  disclosed  by  experience  and 
practice ;  and  they  provided  a  security  against 
amendments  proposed  from  "light  and  tran- 
sient causes  "  by  the  made  in  which  alone  they 
can  be  effected.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Hassaohusette  has  sought  to  draw  on  argument 
in  support  of  his  position  from  the  proviso  of 
the  fifth  article  tn  the  oonstitntion,  "  that  no 
amendment  which  may  be  made-pnor  to  the 
year  1808,  shall  in  any  manner  affect  the  first 
and  fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article ;  and  that  no  State,  without  its  con- 
sent, shall  be  deprived  of  its  et^ual  suffrage  in 
the  Senate."  Now,  sir,  to  my  mmd,  this  clause, 
BO  far  from  helping  his  argument,  militates 
most  strongly  against  it ;  it  indicates,  to  my 
understanding,  that  this  special  exception  was 
necessary  to  exempt  from  amendment,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  first  and  fourth  clauses  men- 
tioned in  it,  and  to  confine  any  amendment  of 
the  federative  feature  in  the  Senate,  which  ^houId 
deprive  a  State  oi  its  equal  right,  to  the  special 
ease  of  the  States  consenting  to  it.  I  should, 
therefore,  sir,  most  strongly  infer,  aooording  to 
a  very  old  and  sound  rule  of  constenction,  uiat 
the  power  of  amendment  in  other  cases,  was  to 
be  inferred.  Self-preservation  is  the  primary 
law  of  societies,  aa  well  as  of  individuals,  and, 
if  necessary,  we  must  act  upon  it. 
*  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maasacha- 
setta  seems  to  think  that  the  powers  of  the 
President  have  been  greatly  magnified  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Ur.  Mo- 
DuFFiB ;)  he  deems  them  very  limited,  and  not 
the  proper  ol^ect  of  much  jealmsy.  I  can  as- 
anre  him,  air,  tiiat  he  thinks  rery  diffwentfy 
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from  the  fathers  of  the  revohiUon,  and  the 

framers  of  this  constitution,  and  the  States  who 
adopted  it  The  powers  of  this  execative  chief 
excited  very  lively  apprehensions  in  the  bosoms 
of  some  of  the  purest  and  wisest  of  onr  fore- 
fathers. Some  thought  they  had  an  "awfnl 
squinting  "  at  monarchy — they  imagined  that 
they  could  discern  "  the  diadem  sparkling  on 
his  brow,  and  the  imperial  purple  flowing  in 
hia  train."  And  how,  ur,  did  the  advocates  of 
the  cMistitntion  endeavor  to  loll  these  appre- 
hensions ?  Not,  sir,  as  that  honorable  gentle- 
man has  done,  oj  endeavoring  to  persaade  the 
people  that  his  powers  were  not  great;  but 
that  they  were  necessary  to  give  proper  consist- 
ency and  strength  to  the  system — that  he  was 
properly  checked  by  the  other  departments — 
that  he  was  elected  for  short  periods,  and  liable 
to  impeachment — but,  above  all,  that  be  was 
dependent  upon  the  people.  Let  us  examine, 
sir,  a  few  of  his  constitutional  attributes.  He 
is  the  representative  of  his  country,  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  He  originates  treaties, 
and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  confirms 
them ;  and  they  are  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  It  is  lus  prenwative  to  receive  ambassft* 
dors,  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  send 
them.  He  is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States.  His  qualified 
veto  ^ves  him  an  important  agency  in  l^sla- 
tion  Itself.  He  can  elevate  to  offices  of  the 
greatest  dignity  and  emolument  His  patronage 
embraces  the  distribution  of  millions.  He  ope- 
rates apon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  thousands. 
Although  he  has  not  tlie  oonstitational  power 
of  making  war,  yet  by  means  of  his  other  pow- 
ers he  can  at  any  t^me  place  his  oonntry  in  a  hel- 
tigerent  state.  Suppose  he  should  reftise  to  re- 
cSve  the  British  or  French  ambassador,  or  send 
him  home  with  contumely  and  insnlt.  Suppose, 
under  the  act  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  he  should  order  oar  cruisers  to  capture 
vessels  in  the  Mediterranean,  orupon  someun< 
founded  suspicions.  Indeed,  sir,  many  cases 
might  be  supposed,  when,  by  an  undue  ezerdse 
of  a  constitutional  power,  he  might  draw  upon 
ns  the  anger  of  a  foreign  nation.  But,  says 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  can  elevate  to  the 
peerage  the  humUest  individaal,  and  ennoble 
him  and  lus  posterity.'  Indeed,  sir,  he  seemed 
to  describe  the  dazzling  honors  of  a  coronet 
with  so  much  raptare,  that  those  who  did  not 
know  him  might  have  suspected  that,  during 
his  residence  abroad,  he  had  conceived  an  aflto- 
tion  for  what  Chatham  could  not  refuse. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  brief  examination,  far, 
lest  I  should  be  mistaken,  I  will  take  the  liber^ 
to  say,  that,  although  1  believe  the  powers  of 
the  President  to  be  great,  yet  I  believe 
them  to  he  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Re- 
public. What  the  Jealous  statesmen  of  the  rev- 
olution, with  Washington  at  their  bead,  have 
given,  I  will  not  presume  to  imp^.  The  stress 
or  intent  of  my  argument,  is  to  show,  that 
the  greater  power,  the  greater  neoessitj  that 
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the  due  dependency  on  the  people  ehonld  be 
preserved. 

I  irill  admit,  rir,  that,  before  any  amendment 
is  adopted,  its  adaptation  to  the  genins  and  spirit 
of  the  Gtoremment  onght  to  be  satisfactorily 
ascertained ;  for  it  is  obvions  that  maxims  and 
p(^ttcal  reasons,  which  woold  justly  be  entitled 
to  wtight  when  aOT>Iieal  to  a  consolidat- 
ed tiorenunenl^  one  and  inlkisiUe,  such  as 
Britain,  or  any  of  the  ancient  BepaUioa^  would 
be  hiappHcable  to  a  Goremment  compounded 
as  oars  ia,  of  national  ani  federative  featares. 
They  too  often  serve  to  create  false  anolories, 
sod  lead  ns  astray  from  the  true  points  of  in- 
quiry. The  checks  and  balances  of  the  Brit- 
uh  Ctmstitution  are  contrived  and  intended  to 
imteet  and  preserve  the  King,  Lords,  and  Gom- 
moita,  who  are  all  int^ral  parts  of  the  same 
fitate— different  dasses  of  the  same  political  so- 
a^.  The  cbecks  and  balances  of  our  consti- 
tBtiwi  are  intended  to  protect  the  Union,  the 
Statet,  and  the  people.  The  States,  according 
to  Hho  the<a7  of  oar  oonatitution,  are  Independ- 
«nt  members  of  a  Gonftderaoy,  and  are,  them- 
selves, ia  many  respects,  sovereign,  We  must, 
therefore,  afways  keep  in  our  mind's  eye,  this 
leading  and  animating  principle,  nhen  we  sit 
in  jo^gment  npon  this  great  work  of  onr  fa- 
thers. In  all  human  affiurs,  "self-love,  tbe  spring 
of  action,  moves  the  souL"  This  principle  is 
ever  active  and  vigilant,  apd  may  be  relied 
upon  aa  a  Aithfnl  sentinel  for  its  own  preserva- 
tion. 

Tbe  fmmers  of  the  constitntion  well  knew 
that  tbe  States  were  the  best  guardians  of  State 
ri^ts— 4he  people  of  popular  rights;  it  was 
ouy  neoessaiy,  therefore,  to  ^ve  them,  respec- 
tively, in  this  form  of  government,  adequate 
power,  and  then*  self-love  and  interest  might  be 
reBed  upon,  for  their  exercise  and  preserva- 
tico:  if  this  conld  be  done,  and  the  political 
machine  which  was  to  be  moved  by  these  pow- 
ers so  adjusted,  that  they  should  have  a  hor- 
mimioas  and  salutary  action,  tbe  grand  object 
of  all  government  was  attuned — ^they  had  then 
a  self-creating  political  movement,  whose  ob- 
ject was  the  happiness  of  the  governed.  It 
wGold  be  coUaterm,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  pres- 
ent inqniiy,  and  would  also  be  presumptoous  in 
me  to  attempt  to  point  ont  to  the  oommittee 
the  many  indications  of  these  mixed  principles. 
The  subject  before  us  regards  solely  the  consti- 
tution of  the  President  and  Vice  President 
Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  they  should  lose 
sight  of  these  controlling  principles  in  the  mode 
ot  ^>pointang  this  great  officer — the  Executive 
Chief  of  the  confederated  Repubtio — whose 
eoiMtitati<Hial  action  was  to  have  so  important, 
so  pervading  an  influence  in  the  character  of 
the  Qovemment — the  policy  and  the  destiny  of 
tbe  nation  I  No,  ear,  it  was  not  to  be  expected, 
nor  has  it  so  oconrred.  The  constitution  de- 
daiea  Out  "each  State  shall  mrxnnt,  in  saeh 
maraerastheLtg^slatnre  thereof  may  direct,  a 
uombw  of  dectmn,  equal  to  the  whcue  nnmber 
of  Soiatan  and  Beprnentatives  to  whioh  the 
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State  may  be  entitled  in  Congress,"  &c.  It 
then  proi^eds  to  direct  that  they  shall  meet  in 
their  respective  Btates,  and  ballot  for  President 
and  Vice  President,  and  point  ont  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  election  by  the  Electoral  Col- 
leges. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Ohurman,  that  the  con* 
stitntion  here,  by  tiie  word  **Stat€,"  means  tbe 
Commonwealth — ^Uie  poUtjeal  society — the  peo- 
ple, or  at  least  that  portion  of  tiiem  who  exer- 
cise the  elective  franchise;  and  therefore,  that^ 
whenever  the  State  Lejpslatures  have  exercised 
liie  power  of  appointing  the  electors,  instead  of 
simply  directing  tbe  mode  in  which  the  State 
should  appoint  them,  tbey  have  violated  the 
rights  of  the  people.  It  would  have  been  very 
easy,  if  the  power  was  intended  to  be  given  to 
the  Legislatures,  to  have  used  expressions  plain- 
ly indicative  of  such  an  intent — and  the  mfer- 
ence  that  they  would  have  done  so,  is  rendered 
to  my  mind  iir^stible,  by  recurring  to  the  first 
clause  of  the  third  section,  whichpresmbes  the 
mode  of  decting  Senators.  The  expression 
there  is,  "  Tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  ike  Legitlature  thereof,"  &c.  But 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the 
second  from  that  State  who  spoke  in  this  de* 
bate,  (Mr.  Stbvkksos,)  contends,  and  his  argu- 
ment is  supported  by  the  honorable  pentleman 
who  immediately  preceded  me,  (Mr.  Evebett,) 
that  it  is  not  only  constitationol  for  the  Le^sla- 
tures  to  exercise  this  power  of  appointing  the 
electors,  but  that  it  was  even  expected  they 
would  do  so.  Sir,  I  do  most  consdenHously 
differ  from  these  gentlemen,  and  I  will  endea- 
vor, by  the  indulgent^  of  the  committee,  toshow 
that,  if  the  contemporary  expo^tion  of  this  part 
of  the  constitution,  by  its  advocates,  ia  to  be 
relied  upon,  that  it  was  not  bo  understood  and 
exphuued.  If  Hamilton  and  Madison,  com- 
bined, and  agreeing  upon  this  point,  are  enti- 
tled to  credit,  it  was  intended  that  the  people 
should  exercise  this  power  of  appointment. 

I  refer,  sir,  to  the  *'  Federalist,"  a  series  of 
essays  written  before  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitotion,  by  Madison,  Hamilton,  and  Jay,  for 
the  purpose  of  explaining  and  recommending  it 
to  the  pet^le  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
ia  now  resOTted  to,  by  all  parties,  as  the  ablest 
uidmost  authoritative  exposition  of  its  true  in- 
tent and  meaning.  In  No.  LXVIII.,  Hamilton, 
speaking  of  the  mode  of  electing  the  President, 
says,  '*  It  was  desirable  that  the  sense  of  the 
people  should  operate  in  the  choice  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  so  important  a  trust  was  to  be 
conflded.  This  end  will  be  answered  by  com- 
mitting tbe  right  of  making  it,  not  to  any  pre- 
established  body,  but  to  men  (electors)  ekoaen 
Ity  ihepeopU^  for  the  special  purpose,  and  at  the 
particular  conjunctore."  "  A  small  number  of 
persons  (electors)  ehoten  hy  their  fellote^ititeni 
from  the  general  mass,  will  be  most  likely  to 
possess  Uie  faiformatiou  and  discernment  requi- 
site to  so  complicated  an  investigation."  The 
langoage  of  Mr.  Mm'i'Km,  in  the  Conventiou  ttf 
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YiTf^ia,  which  assembled  m  1788,  fbr  the  pur- 
pose of  conudering  whether  they  ahoold  adopt 
this  cotutitation,  is  equally,  or  more,  clear  and 
explicit.  Instead  of  the  people's  voting  imme- 
di^ly  for  Prendeat,  which  he  thought  the 
popuIaUon  and  extent  our  territory  ought 
reader  impracUoaUe :  "  Instead  of  this,  0iiime- 
<Uate  snfiElrageOMtf  Mplfafaoose  the  electors— 
this  can  be  done  with  ease  and  oonvenienoe, 
and  the  ehoicB  wilt  be  more  select"  If  we  ex- 
amine the  debates  of  this  Convention,  we  shall 
find  that  it  waa  so  onderatood,  also,  by  those 
who  opposed  the  constitution.  This  meaning 
was  aasmned  as  the  basift  of  argument  on  both 
rides ;  and,  if  we  re6ect  a  moment  on  the  vety 
many  able  men  who  sat  in  that  Convention,  it 
would  be  most  violent  presumption  to  say,  they 
were  mistaken,  with  all  their  talents  and  iJl 
their  lights. 

If  we  assume,  then,  that  this  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  oonstitation,  let  na  see  what  has 
been  its  operatic.  Have  the  people  chosen 
flie  electors  I  I  aak  tiiis  qaesdon,  Mr.  Chur- 
man,  in  the  name  of  my  constitoents,  and  I 
wiieih  an  explicit  answer.  From  the  oroissitm 
in  the  constitution  to  prescribe  a  specific  mode, 
(which  I  think  I  shall  he  able  to  show,  if  my 
strength  will  permit,  was  done  intentionaUy  and 
wisely,) — from  this  omia^on,I  say,  sir,  a  great  lat- 
itude of  constmction,  and  a  great  diversity  of 
practice,  has  originated.  In  some  States  the  Leg- 
ulatares  appoint — in  some  the  general  ticketsyb- 
tem  prevails — in  some  few  the  district  ^stem 
— ana  In  otJiers  a  oompoond  ct  some  two  or  all 
of  these  modes.  Ify  honorable  friend  bom 
South  OaioUna,  (Ur.  MoDuFin,)  has  depicted 
tiie  misohieft  of  this  confused  and  unaettlea  sys- 
tem, in  BQch  strong  and  glowing  colors,  that  I 
cannot  presume  to  add  any  thing  to  their  effect 
It  is  true,  sir,  that,  by  the  present  mode,  cora- 
binatioDs  may  be,  and  have  been,  formed, 
which  have  prevented  a  fair  expression  of  the 
popular  will.  The  people  are  called  npon  to 
vote  a  ticket,  (under  the  general  ticket  system,) 
containing  15,  24,  or  86  names — to  vote  for,  to 
ehooM  persons,  of  whom  they  may  never  have 
heard  before— of  whose  qualifications  they  have 
never  had  an  opportonity  of  judging — whose 
integrltr  has  never  been  tested — and  if  this 
ticket  bad  dropped  from  the  donds,  they 
must  take  it  or  lose  tlieir  vote.  Call  you  this 
ehoiM,  sir  I  I  have  always  thought,  sir,  that 
dioice  involved  selection  of  one  or  more  from 
others—"  from  the  general  mass  " — that  it  in- 
volved knowledge,  comparison,  voluntary  pref- 
erence, and  "was  a  right  of  more  or  less  value, 
according  to  the  importance  of  its  ol^ect. 
What  temptation  and  opportunity  is  presented 
by  this  system,  for  intrigue  and  management  1 
What  apathy  and  indifference  are  manifested 
by  the  people,  for  snch  a  feeble  and  dubious  ex- 
ercise of  this  gre^  constitutional  privilege! 
Even  under  the  excitement  of  the  late  election, 
how  many  neglected  the  exerciM  of  tliis  right  I 
AjiHy  should  it  not  be,  sir,  the  policy  of  every 
vlie  Gtovemmoit  to  interest  its  oitixeiu  in  its 
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organization  ?  Under  the  present  system,  how 
many  worthy  citizens  remain  at  home,  under 
the  paralyzing  influence  of  the  conviction  that 
they  can  do  no  good — that  the  election  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  cunning  few,  and  that  it  is  a 
mere  mockery  for  them  ungly— without  con- 
cert; without  the  animation  derived  from  a 

SroBpeot  of  sucoos,  to  pretend  to  withstand  the 
isciplined  cohdh  opposed  to  them.  This  leth- 
argy is  almost  worse  than  faction  itself.  It  is 
more  secret — more  insidious  in  its  approaches. 
It  disguises  itself  under  the  name  of  modera- 
tion, and  aversion  to  debate  and  strife,  when  it 
too  often  proceeds  from  a  criminal  indifference 
to  those  rights  which  our  ancestors  bled  and 
died  to  secure.  They  are  men  of  bnsiness— 
they  can't  lose  the  chance  of  turning  a  penny 
to  promote  any  public  measure.  It  would  seenif 
rir,  asif  someof  thembadtakenfineameBt,the 
saroaatio  advice  of  the  Boman  satiristr— 

**  Virtus  post  DUmmM.** 

Let  any  man  look  abroad — through  the 
ion,  I  mean,  and  deny,  if  he  can,  that  Uiis  is  a 
faithful  picture.  Surely,  ur,  it  requires  no  pro- 
phetic voice  to  warn  us  against  so  dangerous  a 
delusion.  Surely,  ^r,  we  will  spare  a  little  time 
to  listen  to  the  "Farewell  Addreaa"  of  the 
Father  of  his  Country. 

I  admit,  sir,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  show 
the  existence  of  an  evil  unless  it  can  be  reme- 
died, either  wholfy  or  partially — but,  I  insist, 
sir^  that  the  adoption  of  the  District  System,  aa 
proposed  by  the  good  old  State  I  have  the  hon- 
or, m  part,  to  re|ireaeut,  so  inadequately — and  a 
direct  vote,  in  Districts,  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  will  cnre  the  most  alarming  of  these 
evils.  Ihe  constitution,  by  interposing  the 
electoral  colleges,  undoubtedly  intended  that 
they  should  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  the 
choice  of  a  President — Uiey  were  "  to  onalyM 
his  qnalificatioDs,  and  judiciously  combine  mo- 
tives of  choice."  Fed.  No.  68.  But  sir,  the 
people  of  this  country,  as  has  been  shown  in 
this  debate,  and  elsewhere,  have  not  been  con- 
tent with  simply  the  right  of  originating  the 
colleges,  even  when  committed  to  them  by 
their  State  Legislatnred — they  have  always  re- 
quired a  pled^  or  some  evidence,  of  the  elec- 
tor or  electors,  for  whofn  they  intended  to  give 
their  ultimate  vote,  before  they  would  ^va 
their  vote  to  him  or  them.  Here,  then,  rir, 
the  intention  of  the  constitution  has  been  man- 
ifestly defeated — this  seems  to  be  a  case  in 
which  experience  suggests  amendment  The 
people,  sir,  although  they  will  hear  ailment 
mtd  reason,  yet  will  finally  judge  for  them- 
selves. But  even  here  I  would  lay  my  hands 
on  this  venerated  instrument  with  great  reluc- 
tance. The  pure  and  enlightened  views  nf  its 
framers  plead  strongly  in  its  behalf;  and  al- 
though we  may  not  now  discover  the  evils 
which  may  result  from  the  change,  yet  time 
— time  and  casualty  may  disclose  tbem.  But, 
sir,  aa  X  believe  that  the  design  of  its  framers  has 
been  defeated,  I  would  hazard  this  amendment 
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It  would  haT&.  sir,  I  think,  \he  effect  of  rons- 
ing  the  people  trom  their  torpid  quietism ;  it 
will  make  Uiem  feet  that  their  voice  ia  heard — 
that  their  vote  is  felt ;  and  Uie  TOting  direcUy 
and  inunediatelj  for  the  man  ct  their  choice, 
will  of  itself  be  prodnctive  of  a  Uvelj  aatiafao- 
tirai.  DMy  will  then  know  that  their  vote  ia 
pna  as  they  wished  it  shoold  he,  and  is  be- 
vond  the  control  of  anj  political  legerdemain. 
Tb^  will  not  be  agitated  bj  the  merits  of  the 
•everal  electoral  cuididates.  but  their  eye  wUl 
repose  nn^y  on  the  maa  of  their  altimate  choice. 
I  understand  a  case  has  occurred  in  Marylondf 
where  there  were  two  electoral  cancUdates  for 
the  same  Presidential  candidate,  and  one  for 
another  Presidential  candidate,  and,  although 
the  district  nre  a  large  m^ority  for  the  Fres- 
ideodal  cmmdate  who  hod  two  fneoda  as  eleo- 
tml  oan^datea,  yet  the  third  oandidate  ob- 
tained the  ^reateet  plurality,  and  thns  tibe  vote 
of  the  district  was  ^ven  to  that  oandidate  for 
the  tendency,  a^inst  whom  there  was  a 
large  minority.   This  cannot  happen  when  the 

Cple  vote  directiy  for  the  President.  An 
(»«ble  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Stohes,)  has  asked  those  who  contend  for  this 
expression  of  the  popular  will  in  this  mode — 
why  not  eztraid  the  principle  f  and  has  alluded 
to  a  species  of  population  which,  wi^ont  being 
citizens,  ia  oonnted  in  estimating  the  ratio  of 
nraes«itati(m  from  the  Sonthem  States.  Sir, 
if  he  had  shown  na  that  tins  amm^ent  would 
have  etrnftmed  any  additimal  unrer  oa  theee 
States,  the  obserrMon  would  have  had  sdRe 
bearing ;  or  if  he  had  shown  that  Ihej  woidd 
have  dmved  any  pecnlior  advantage,  it  would 
have  been  more  plausibly  introduced  into  de- 
bate ;  but  as  it  is— whatever  it  may  be— 4t  is 
not  an  alignment. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir^iua,  who 
rpoke  first,  (Mr.  Abohbb,)  has  discoursed  with 
moch  State  pride  on  the  freehold — viva  voce 
sa£Qrage  of  Yir^ia.  He  has  told  us  that  the 
mode  of  voting  by  ballot  Is  a  sneaking  w^ ; 
that  they  "  sneak  up  tt/the  polls,"  and  that  he 
would  exile  himself  if  the  freehold  qualification 
was  abtdi^ed  in  Virginia.  Kow,  Hr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  understood  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  citizens  of  Vir^iUa,  partiomarly  in  the 
Vest,  are  very  anziotu  to  have  their  oimstitn- 
tion  amended,  in  order  to  be  permitted  to  exer- 
aae  the  elective  frsndiise ;  but,  perhaps,  after 
the  honorable  gentleman's  threat  to  leave  them 
if  tiiey  do,  they  may  desist.  I  imagine,  sir, 
that  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  any  other 
State  to  g^ve  her  citizens  the  same  independ- 
ence as  the  citizens  of  Virginia  have,  by 
adopting  the  same  mode — ^by  making  a  freehold 
neeeseary  to  vote,  and  by  protecting  that  free- 
bold  from  the  payment  of  debts ;  they  might 
then,  mr,  be  so  independent  as  not  only  to  tell 
a  candidate  vivm  Tooe,  that  they  wonld  not  vote 
tor  Mm— bnt  also  that  they  woiild  not  pay  him 
a  Jnat  debt-HUid  that,  too,  *'  viva  voce,"  sir. 
Bat,  rir,  with  Qie  lif^t  of  sofl^^  the  consti- 
tnticm  has  landaUj  omitted  to  interne ;  nor 
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does  this  amendment  seek  to  interfere.  The 
constitution  has  omitted  it,  rir^  as  I  aoid,  for  the 
wisest  reasons. 

The  requisites  to  the  rights  of  snfifrage  are 
very  different  in  the  different  States,  and  even 
in  a<^joiniiu  States;  hi  Vir^nia,  as  we  have 
seen,  none  but  freeholders  can  vote— in  North 
Oarolina,  sir,  it  is  the  birthright  of  every  free- 
man. If,  therefore,  the  constitution  had  at- 
tempted to  fix  a  uniform  rule  on  this  aubjeoL 
the  strange  anomaly  might  have  been  presented 
of  a  man's  voting  for  the  highest  officer  in  the 
Union,  who  could  not  vote  for  the  lowest 
State  officer.  It  might  also  have  interfered 
materially  with  the  polity  of  a  State.  Thia 
amendment,  therefore,  sir,  does  not  at  all  inter- 
fere with  State  rights ;  their  qoantity  of  power 
remains  the  same :  its  ratio  of  atynsbnent  is 
not  disturbed— end  either  wi^  regard  to  the 
Union,  or  each  other,  they  preserve  the  same 
relative  ri^ts.  It  also  prevent  tSie  ant- 
ing of  State  agimist  Stat© — ss  the  sapporters  of 
the  Preudent  will  be  diffused  througn  the  Un- 
ion ;  unreasonable  jealousies  will  thns  be  pre- 
vented, and  sectional  feelings  and  appelhdions, 
against  which  the  Father  of  his  Country  enter- 
tained so  much  apprehension,  will  be  deprived 
of  one  of  their  most  powerfully  ezcitang  causes, 
and  it  may  well  be  doubted,  whether  any  citi- 
zen of  any  State,  with  an  American  feeling, 
would  not  greatly  prefer  that  the  candidate  of 
bis  choice  should  be  President,  than  that  his 
State  should  ^ve  an  undivided  vote. 

The  pn^Kwitiwi  that  the  B«iate  should  deot, 
pdnts  clearly  to  the  State  power;  and  tiiu 
qoalification  being  retdned  vnien  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  House  of  Representatives,  ^ows 
conclusively  that  this  was  a  point  not  to  be 
conceded.  Indeed,  sir,  the  convention  rqteat- 
edly  decided  against  any  mode  by  which  this 
officer  should  be  elected,  without  a  participa- 
tion by  the  States  as  Statea:  the  plan  fin^y 
adopted  was  the  result  of  fur  compromise,  and 
was  much  complained  of  at  the  time,  as  giving 
too  much  influence  to  the  large  States.  Let  us 
recollect,  too,  sir,  that,  by  the  amendment  of 
1604,  which  I  before  mentioned,  this  State 
right  has  been  considerably  abridged. 

The  power  of  the  House,  as  exercised  in  this 
election,  is  really  the  only  purely  /tderaiiee 
feature  that  now  remains.  The  Senate  do  not 
vote  by  States,  but  individually.  But,  sir,  the 
great  ailment  relied  on  is  the  liability  of  this 
House  to  corruption — to  undue  dependency  by 
the  expectation  of  honors  and  offices.  I  know, 
sir,  that  patronage  addresses  itself  to  some  of 
the  most  powerful  feelings  that  reign  in  the 
human  breast — to  hope,  to  pleasing  hope — that 
passion  which  animates  the  lottery  adventurer, 
and  the  monarch  on  the  embattled  plain;  to 
the  desire  of  distinction,  fri»n  which  the  wisest 
and  best  are  not  exempt;  to  ambition,  whieh, 
however  Inmioderate,  persuades  itsdf  that  it  is 
our  country,  and  not  ourselves,  that  we  serve. 
I  admit,  sir,  tiiat  the  annments  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Bonth  OaroUno,  Qtx, 
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MaDcmB,)  deserve  great  conrnderation ;  but, 
sir,  they  prove  too  mach,  if  any  thiog— they 
certcdnly  prove,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  MoBBwdiaBettB  (Mr.  Etesett)  has  shown, 
that  we  oi^^t  not  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
mighty  powOTi  of  le^sIaUon,  which  the  oon- 
stitation  hu  vested  us  with,  and  which  inToWe 
the  weal  or  woe,  not  only  of  this  nation,  bnt 
perhaps  ct  Ote  world.  I  cannot  see  those 
mghtfnl  omens  which  some  gentlemen  think 
they  can  discoTer  in  the  political  horizon.  I 
see  no  bulwark  of  the  constitution  broken 
down ;  the  ramparts  are  entire,  and  the  senti- 
nels, I  tmat,  are  at  their  posts.  I  have  not 
heard  the  tocsin  of  alarm  sounded  by  the  State 
leg^atnres,  nor  hare  I  seen  the  flaming  brand 
pused  from  hill  to  hill. 

The  late  n^sidential  election  daly  and  oon- 
■titatlonally  devolved  upon  this  House,  and 
was  duly  and  constitutionally  made,  and  eveir 
good  citizen  is,  I  trust,  disposed  to  judge  "  m 
those  in  antbority  "  by  their  measures. 

But,  sir,  if  the  deformed  features  of  corrap- 
tion  have  been  here  manifested,  is  there  no 
mode  of  expelling  the  monster,  but  by  digging 
up  the  foundations  of  the  coDstituUonal  edi- 
fice ?  If  the  golden  shower  has  penetrated  the 
massy  walls  of  the  Capitol,  close  the  avenues ; 
if  we  cannot  resist  temptation,  let  us  fly  it. 
Let  ns  paas  a  self-denying  ordinance — exclude 
members  from  office.  Bnt  do  not,  sir,  because 
we  ore  fnuL  disfigure  the  monuments  of  onr 
ancestors'  wisdom  and  virtue.  Let  as  rather 
endeavor  to  elevate  ourselves  to  their  standard, 
than  destroy  the  standard  itself.  I  hare  thus 
endeavored,  Kr.  Chairman,  not  only  to  express 
my  opinion,  but  to  assign  my  reasons.  I  was 
not  disposed  to  shrink  from  responsibility  by 
a  silent  vote  for  these  amendments.  I  feel  a 
conviction,  sir,  that  I  have  at  least  endeavored 
to  do  my  duty  :  and,  sir,  there  is  no  feeling  I 
prize  more  highly,  or  would  purchase  more 
dearly. 

Hr.  Pole  then  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  to 
tiie  following  effect : 

Hr.  Ghturman :  After  the  able  and  very  in- 
teresting discussion,  with  which  we  have  been 
fiivored  upon  the  present  occasion,  but  little 
remuns  to  be  said  upon  this  important  sabject. 
And  I  should,  sir,  upon  this,  as  I  have  done 
upon  other  occanons,  have  contented  myself  to 
have  given  a  silent  vote,  bnt  for  the  acknowl- 
edged importance  of  the  great  question  upon 
which  we  now  deliberate,  luid  that  I  represent 
here  a  portion  of  the  free  people  of  this  conn- 
try.  As  their  hnmbld  orgui,  I  should  be  cen- 
Borable,  indeed,  not  to  egress  th^  will  npon 
a  subject  which  is  not  local  in  its  character ; 
which  does  not  affect,  in  the  declricm  which  we 
are  colled  upon  to  muEe,  any  one  State,  or  por- 
tion of  this  Umon,  to  the  exclusion  of  another ; 
but  npon  a  subject,  in  which  the  whole  people 
of  this  mighty  Confederacy  feel  much  concern. 
Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  proposed  amendments 
to  the  constitution,  contained  in  the  resolutions 
upon  yoor  table,  involve,  as  it  seems  to  me,  a 
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question  of  vast  interest  to  the  people  of  this 
country.  They  involve,  sir,  the  qnestion  of 
their  sovereignty.  That  thit  i$  a  Oovemmmt 
boMd  wpm  tiu  will  qf  the  i>opfe ;  that  all 
power  emanata  from  them  ;  and  that  a  major- 
ity should  rule  ;  are,  as  I  conceive,  vital  prin- 
ciples in  this  Government,  never  to  be  sacrir 
ficed  or  abandtmed,  nnd^r  any  circomstancM. 
In  theory,  all  sound  poUticians  admit  the  ab- 
stract proportion,  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try are  sovereign ;  that  they  are  the  source  of 
power ;  and  that,  in  a  representative  Sepnblio 
like  this,  the  m^ority  sbonld  role,  and  the 
minority  submit  These  constitute  the  basis, 
upon  which  rest  all  your  political  institutions. 
But,  in  practice,  how  does  their  sovereignty 

J irate  In  tbe  election  of  the  Chief  Mi^is^te 
the  nation  I  Are  the  people,  in  fact,  sov- 
ereign 1  Does  the  power  that  elevates  this  ^ 
tingnidied  individual  to  this  high  station, 
always  emanate  from  themt  Do  a  m^ority 
always  prevail?  The  history  of  past  events 
answers  the  question.  The  possibility,  much 
less  the  increased  probabilil^,  that  it  may  be 
otherwise,  under  the  present  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  strongly  urges  the  necessity  Of . 
making  some  amendment,  whereby  the  denr- 
able  end  may  be  attuned,  that  the  individual 
who  is  called  to  preside  over  the  destinies  of 
this  nation  may  be  the  choice  of  a  minority  ot 
its  citizens.  But  here,  ar,  I  am  met  at  the 
threshold,  1^  the  ailment  of  the  gentleman 
frmn  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobbs,)  and  told,  that  it 
DOTer  was  intended,  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution, that  the  people  should  exercise  the 
important  function  of  electing  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  that 
the  popular  principle,  in  relation  to  this  elec- 
tion, was  limited ;  .that  it  was  a  mixed  power, 
partaking  of  the  popular  and  federative  princi- 
ples ;  that  it  was  intended  that  there  should  be 
a  great  rtdlying  point  for  the  States,  in  the 
House  of  Rraresentatives,  when  the  primair 
electors  shonU  £ul  to  m^e  a  ch<^,  and  when 
the  contingency  should*  happen,  that  the  elec- 
tion shoum  devolve  npon  Congress.  If  the 
gentleman  be  right,  in  the  proposition  which 
he  has  assumed,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  I  have 
been  wholly  mistaken,  and  totally  wrong,  in 
my  conceptions  npon  this  subject.  But,  before 
I  attempt  to  answer  the  ailment  of  the  gen- 
tleman, suffer  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make 
this  general  remark.  Almost  every  gentleman 
who  has  addressed  the  committee  upon  this 
occasion,  (I  believe  I  should  not  err  if  I  were 
to  say  all,)  seem  to  have  viewed  this  subject  as 
though  we  were  about  to  perform  an  orainary 
act  of  legislation  under  the  oonstitation;  as 
though  we  were  about  to  enact  an  ele^oral 
lata,  to  carry  the  provisions  into  effect :  and 
not  as  though  we  were  called  upw,  by  the 
propositions  now  before  ns,  to  amend  the  yUn- 
damental  law  of  the  country — ^the  eonatitution 
itself.  And  if  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York 
was  right  in  his  premises,  as  to  the  intention  of 
that  bright  galaxy  of  statesmen  who.  composed 
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the  conveiition  of  ^87 — that  framed  the  consti- 
tation,  (wbleh  I  am  far  fVom  believing,  and 
cannot  admit,)  still  I  would  maintain,  that, 
after  near  forty  years'  experience  of  the  prac- 
tical operatdooB  of  this  constitatioD,  it  was 
found  policy,  and  important  to  the  stability, 
duration,  and  harmony     t^e  Union,  to  amend 
the  oonatltntaoii,  and  ^re  thia  important  power 
directly  to  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people.   Bnt,  sir,  ia  the  gentleman  from  Kew 
York  right  t    Was  it,  aa  he  snnposes,  never 
intended  that  the  people  of  tiie  United  States 
fihoold  elect  the  Ftesidentl       sir,  I  had  no 
other  argnmeat  to  light  np  my  mind  to  a  cor- 
rect conclnnon  npon  this  point,  than  those  that 
are  Intimately  to  be  drawn  from  the  constitu- 
tion itseK  I  ahoald  be  amply  rastained  in  the 
opinions  I  have  formed.   Is  it  reasonable  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  had  bnt 
reomtly  broken  ih»  chfuns  of  their  slavery,  and 
shaken  off  a  foreign  joke— who  were  abont  to 
form  for  tbemselTes  a, system,  a  trw  and  re- 
pabliean  system,  of  Grovemment — is  it  reason- 
able, I  repeat  it,  sir,  that  they  should  have  in- 
tended to  disfranchise  themselves  in  this  im- 
portant particular — ^the  election  of  the  first  offi- 
cer of  the  Republic  f    What,  sir,  is  their  lon- 
p^re,  in  the  preamble  of  this  constitntion  I 
"  We,  the  People  of  the  United  Statet,^'  &c., 
do  ordain  and  ettablith  thia  Cojutitution  for 
the  United  Statea  of  America,"    Bat  I  will  not 
fatigne  the  committee,  by  reiterating  the  able 
argoments  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Sooth  Carcdina,  (Hr.  Dbatton,)  drawn  from 
the  constitntion  itself,  upon  this  part  of  the 
subject.   It  is  fresh  In  the  recollection  of  every 
geatleman,  and  proves  satisfactorily  end  con- 
ctunrely,  to  my  mind,  that  the  fVamers  of  the 
oinstjtation  contemplated  and  intended,  that 
the  people  shonld  be  the  electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President ;  that  they  viewed  a  recur- 
rence of  this  election  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives as  a  remote  possibility,  and  one 
which  wonld  seldom,  if  ever,  occur.   We  are 
not,  however,  left  to  ferret  ont  their  intention 
by  the  letter,  or  by  the  consbiiction  of  the 
ooDBtitntioQ  alone.  OUier  evidenoes  are  within 
onr  reach.  What  were  tiie  opinions  of  a  dis- 
tinguidied  member  of  that  Oonveation,  as  con- 
tained in  the  writings  of  the  Federalitt,  so  fre- 
qncnUy  referred  to  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
— whii,  sir,  were  the  opinions  of  Alexander 
Hamilton  I   With  all  his  anti-democratic  prin- 
dtries,  did  he  contend,  in  the  numbers  of  the 
J'mraliat,  written  by  himself,  and  designed, 
together  with  the  nnmbers  of  his  able  coa^u- 
tms,  (Hr.  Madison  and  Hr.  Jay,)  to  furnish  to 
the  Axnerican  people  a  fair  exposition  of  the 
new  constitntion — written  at  that  critical  pe- 
Tiod,  too,  when  thia  constitntion  was  snspended 
be&n  the  oonventions  of  the  States,  for  ratifi- 
estkm  or  r^ecUonf   Did  he  contend  that  the 
Prerident  was  not  to  be  elected  by  the  people  ? 
"So,  fori   Whatever  might  have  been  his  own 
individaal  opinion  of  what  the  constitution 
«9fit  to  have  beoit  he  knew  too  well  the  in< 
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tentioQ  of  the  Convention  aa  to  what  it  wot. 
In  the  68th  No.  of  that  work,  he  says,  it  was 
desirable  that  the  sense  of  the  people  should 
be  ascertained  in  this  important  election  ;  that, 
for  this  purpose,  the  election  was  not  made  to 
depend  on  any  pre-existing  or  pre-establiahed 
body  of  men,  who  might  be  tampered  wiOi,  to 
prostitute  their  votes ;  bnt  the  choice  was  re- 
ferred to  an  immediate  act  of  the  people  of 
America ;  and  that  it  was  intended  that  the 
President  should  be  independent  of  all  others, 
but  the  people,  for  his  election.  I  have  not  the 
number  to  which  I  refer,  before  me,  but  I  state 
it  substantially  correct.  In  the  Convention  in 
Virginia,  to  whom  thia  constitution  was  sub- 
mitted, for  ratification  or  rejection,  what  were 
the  opinions  entertained  by  its  distinguished 
members  7  Did  they  understand  that  the  peo- 
ple were  not  to  elect  the  President  f  No,  sir. 
Governor  Sandolph,  in  answering  an  objecticm 
whi<^  had  been  made  to  this  part  of  the  con- 
stitntion— that  foreign  influence  would  operate 
in  the  election  of  the  Preaident— eays :  "  The 
electors  most  be  elec^  by  the  ^e^Ie  at  large. 
To  procure  his  re-election,  his  influence  mnat 
be  co-extensive  with  the  Continent ;  and  there 
can  be  no  combination  between  the  electors,  as 
they  elect  him  on  the  same  day  in  every  State. 
When  this  is  the  case,  how  can  foreign  influ- 
ence or  intrigue  enter  ? "  The  late  venerable 
President  of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  Monroe,) 
who  has  gone  into  retirement,  and,  I  am  sony 
to  say  it,  sir,  in  penury  and  want — for,  what- 
ever else  may  be  add  of  him,  it  may  be  troly 
said,  he  was  a  fiuthfhl  and  uaeM  pnblie  ser- 
vant, in  those  trying  times  when  hia  coontir 
realized  the  value  of  his  services — he  said, 
upon  this  occasion :  *'  The  President  ought  to 
act  under  the  strongest  impulses  of  rewards 
and  punishments,  which  are  the  strongest  in- 
centives to  human  actions.  There  are  two 
ways  of  securing  this  point.  He  ought  to  de- 
pend on  the  people  of  America  for  his  appoint- 
ment and  continuance  in  office.  He  ought, 
also,  to  be  responsible,  in  an  equal  degree,  to 
all  tiie  States,  and  to  be  tried  by  dispassioQate 
Judges.  His  reqwnsibility  onutt,  rarther,  to 
bo  direct  and  immediate."  Hr.  Uaaon,  and 
Hr.  Madison,  too,  who  were  distinguished 
members  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  do 
not  seem  to  have  understood  this  subject  as  the 

fentleman  fVom  New  York  professes  to  do. 
hey  maintained  that  "  tiie  choice  of  the  peo- 
ple ought  to  be  attended  to."  But,  at  the  pe- 
riod when  this  constitution  was  presented  to 
the  States  for  ratification,  it  waa  an  alarming 
crisis  to  the  people  of  this  country.  The  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  had  proved  inadequate  to 
the  great  purposes  of  seu-govemment.  The 

Snestion  presented  to  the  States  was,  ratifica- 
on  or  ngeotion  of  the  new  constitution.  Re- 
jection, and  anarchy,  and  oonftisi<Hi,  with  des- 
potism in  their  train,  were  most  likely  to  be 
the  consequence? ;  and  though  some  objections 
might  have  existed  to  the  constitution,  in  Ais 
partionlar,  as  p«^li^  in  a  rouote  degree^  jtA,  _ 
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under  the  circainstaaces,  ratification  was  better 
than  r^eotion.  At  that  period,  it  was  thought 
hj  the  sages  of  that  day,  diBtingaished  for  their 
talenta  and  politiGal  sagacity,  that  it  was  barely 
possible  that  the  electioQ  could  devolve  on 
Congress.  They  had  fixed  their  eyes  upon  that 
distinguished  man,  "  the  Father  of  hu  Coun- 
try:,''^ as  the  first  who  was  to  fill  this  high  ofilce 
— an  individoal  upon  whom  all  united  with  one 
voice.  They  conld  not  pierce  the  veil  of  futu- 
rity, and  see  the  new  system  fully  develop 
itself.  What  they  could  not  anticipate  or  fore- 
see, we  have  realized.  Is  there  any  gentleman 
here,  with  his  past  observation  and  experience, 
Tho  will  hazard  the  opinioiL  that  this  election 
will  hereafter  hnt  seldom  devolve  opon  Con- 
greast  Is  there  any  gentleman  here,  who  will 
deny  that,  under  existing  droumstanees,  this 
important  election,  nnder  the  present  provisions 
of  the  constitntion,  must,  in  all  probability, 
most  generally,  terminate  in  this  House?  If 
such  must  probably  be  the  result,  is  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  constitution,  and  of  its  framers, 
that  the  people  should  elect  the  President,  de- 
feated! Ifi  by  the  unforeseen  operations  of 
the  conBtitution,  the  people  have,  in  effect, 
been  deprived  of  an  importwt  right,  which 
they  ought  to  possess  uid  exercise,  and  wluch 
I  nwntain  was  intended  to  be  given  to  tihem, 
are  we  not  called  upon,  by  the  moat  solemn 
obligations,  to  restore  it  to  them  ? 

Bat,  to  consider  this  subject  more  sys- 
tematiodly — the  resolutions  under  con^dera- 
tion  naturally  divide  themselves  into  two  dis- 
tinct propositions :  Ist  That  the  constitution 
sh^I  be  so  amended,  that  tlie  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  shall,  in  no  event, 
devolve  upon  the  respective  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. And  2d.  That  the  constitution  shall  be 
BO  amended,  that  each  State  in  the  Union  shall 
be  divided  into  as  many  districts  as  there  are 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  from 
each  re^E>eoUre  State,  and  that  each  district 
shall  give  one  vote. 

In  examining  these  two  proportions,  al- 
tiiough  distinct  in  themselves,  I  shall  not 
view  them  as  distinct  and  substantive  propo- 
sitions, unconnected  with  each  other  in  their 
^ecU  arid  operations^  as  some  gentiemen  have 
done. 

In  support  of  the  first  proposition,  it  will  be 
necessary  briefly  to  notice  some  of  the  defects 
of  the  present  constitution,  and  why  it  is  that 
the  election  of  this  high  officer  should,  in  no 
event,  devolve  upon  Congress.  The  first  rea- 
son which  suggests  itself  to  my  mind,  why  it 
should  not  there  devolve,  is,  that  tho  President 
is  not  an  officer  of  Congress ;  he  is  not  an  offi- 
cer of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  but  he  is 
the  Chief  Hagistrate  of  the  whole  people  of 
the  Union,  and  ^onld  be  directly  responsible 
to  the  people  for  his  conduct  in  office,  and  be 
dependent  upon  them  for  his  re-election.  The 
surest  guarantee  that,  in  his  administration,  he 
will  consult  the  interests  of  his  constituents, 
tnd,  to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  pursue  a  wise 
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policy,  is  the  qertainty,  that,  at  the  entiration 
of  his  term,  ho  must  return  again  to  the  bodj 
of  society,  and  submit  his  public  conduct  to  tiie 
scrutiny  of  imputlal  examination ;  Is  the  cer- 
tainty that,  if  he  has  disregarded  or  negligent- 
ly mistaken  the  best  interest  of  the  country^  be 
will  not  be  again  elevated  to  that  high  station, 
but  must  seek  tiie  '*  post  of  honor  in  a  private 
station ;"  must  share  with  the  body  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens their  burdens,  and  must  participate 
with  them,  the  evil  effects  of  his  own  policy. 
But  if  he  is  remotely  responsible  to  the  people, 
and  dependent  directiy  upon  a  select  or  pre- 
existing body  of  men  for  his  appointment,  it  is 
human  nature,  ai^  he  will  study  more  to  con- 
ciliate hu  hmne^ate  electors,  than  to  advance 
the  interest  of  the  community.  But.  nt,  the 
election  ought,  in  no  event,  to  devolve  upon 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  a  much  more 
important  reason,  and  one  which,  with  me,  is 
conclusive.  It  is,  because  a  minority  as  well  in 
the  Electoral  Colleges,  under  the  present  pro- 
visions of  the  constit^ion,  as  a  minority  of 
representatives  in  Congress,  may  elect  him,  and 
thereby  destroy  and  overturn  in  practice  what 
all  admit  in  theory — that  a  miyority  should 
role.  According  to  the  present  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  there  are  as  many  electors  for 
President  and  Vice  Prudent,  as  there  are  Sen- 
ators and  Bepresentatives  in  Congress.  By  the 
last  wportionment,  which  I  shall  take  as  an 
example,  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  ar- 
gument, the  number  of  electors  is  261.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  electors  is 
necessary  to  a  choice  in  the  primary  Colleges ; 
and  if  the  Colleges  of  Electors  fail  to  elect, 
then,  out  of  the  three  highest  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  by  the  electors,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  voting  by  States,  is  to  choose 
the  President,  Suppose,  for  example,  sir.  that 
A  and  B  are  the  prominent  candiaates  before 
the  people  for  the  Presidency.  C  is  likewise  a 
canmdate.  A  receives  120  electoral  votes,  S 
receives  an  equal  number,  and  C  receives  fhe 
remaining  21  votes.  C  may  have  been  support- 
'ed  by  one  or  two  of  the  States,  or  may  have 
received  the  votes  of  a  part  of  the  people  of 
some  one  of  the  larger  States.  A,  B,  and  C, 
in  this  event,  are  presented  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  three  highest  on  the  list 
of  the  electoral  votes,  out  of  whom  the  House 
is  to  choose  the  President.  An  election,  under 
these  circnmstances,  takes  place  in  the  House, 
where  the  votes  are  taken  by  States ;  and  (L 
who  has  received  a  small  minority  of  electoral 
votes,  may  be  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  by  thirty-one  Representative^  upon  this 
floor,  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  the 
whole  number  of  Representatives :  for  thirty- 
one  Representatives  here,  from  the  thirteen 
smaller  States  in  the  Union,  have  it  in  their 
power  to  control  and  to  give  the  votes  of  thir- 
teen States,  and  thereby  elect  the  President 
against  the  will  of  the  remaining  tme  hundred 
and  eighty-two  Representatives,  as  is  demon- 
strable thus : 
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1,  a  uaiori^  Is  2 

1 

do. 

1 

Miasoari 

1 

do. 

1 

Delaware 

1 

do. 

1 

Rhode  Mud 

S 

do. 

a 

Alabama 

s 

do. 

s 

LoniatBiM 

8 

do. 

s 

8 

do. 

2 

Termont 

6 

do. 

S 

New  Hampdure 

6 

do. 

i 

Coooecticat 

6 

do. 

4 

Sew  JowT 

« 

do. 

4 

ViiBa 

do. 

4 

M 

SI 

Thu  tbe  'whole  number  of  Representatives 
upon  this  floor,  from  thirteen  of  the  amaller 
States  in  tb«  Union,  is  only  forl^-fiTe,  A  ma> 
Jwi^  of  the  representatioa  from  each  State 
Mve  it  in  their  power  to  control,  and  give  the 
vote  of  that  State ;  and  thirty-one  Representa- 
tirea  here  ooostitate  the  earn  of  the  majorities 
of  tbe  delegations  of  thirteen  States  of  the 
Union.  Thus  C,  with  only  twenty-one  elec- 
toral votes,  against  the  remaning  two  hnndrcd 
and  forty  electoral  votes,  and  with  thirty-one 
Representatives,  against  the  remaining  one 
bnodred  and  eighty-two  Representatives,  may 
be  elected  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Bnt  sappose  a  case  still  more  extreme — ^It  is 
eertunly  possible  it  may  occnr,  and  therefore  I 
am  justifiable  in  nsing  it — sappose  C  receives 
but  one  flolitarf  electoral  vote,  and  the  remain- 
ing two  hondred  and  sixty  are  equally  divided 
between  A  and  B.  In  this  event  C  is  consti- 
tationaUy  presented  to  the  Bonse  of  Represent- 
atives as  Mie  of  the  three  highest  on. the  list 
Vith  but  one  sbgle  elector*  vote,  thirty -one 
gentlemen  apon  tnis  Soor,  have  it  in  their 
power  to  elect  him  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  AViU  gentlemen  say  these  are  extreme 
cases,  and  wiU  probably  never  occur?  Ian* 
swer,  it  is  possible  they  may  occnr,  and  cases 
qiproximating  to  them,  and  the  same  in  prin- 
ciple, will,  in  all  probability,  often  occnr.  But 
■ball  I  be  told  that  the  ReprcseataUves  of  free- 
men will  never  be  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  duty  and 
reipMinbility  to  the  people,  as  to  disregard 
their  wiU^  and  palm  npon  than  a  Preddent  not 
of  their  choice  \  Experience  is  the  best  of  tn- 
toressea,  and  from  her  wo  may  learn  many  sal- 
utary lessons.  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  memo- 
rable contest  in  the  Ilonse  of  Representatives, 
of  1801,  between  tbe  venerable  Jefferson  and 
Aanm  Burr.  The  latter  bad  not  received  a 
Nogle  vote  in  the  contemplation  of  tbe  people, 
or  of  the  electors,  for  tlie  Presidency ;  the 
friends  of  the  former  for  the  Presidency  had 
fopported  the  latter  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
Yet,  having  received  an  eqool  number  of  votes, 
the  me  evMently  intended  to  be  Freudent,  and 
the  other  Vice  Prerident,  under  the  Uien  pro- 
visions of  Uie  coostitntion,  it  became  necessary 
lor  the  Honse  of  Representatives  to  determine, 
Totkig  tj  Stately  which  of  them  should  be 
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President  With  all  these  facts  storing  them 
in  the  face,  a  portion  of  tbe  Representatives  of 
the  ipeople  at  that  day,  were  not  so  ecmpnlous 
of  violating  the  peopte^B  will,  as  to  surrender, 
without  a  stmmfe,  the  Chief  Magistracy  to  the 
man  of  their  choice.  No,  ^ ;  a  doubtftil  issue 
ensued,  when  the  sable  curtains  of  the  n^ht 
were  drawn  aronnd;  midnigbt  balloting  after 
balloting  foUowed;  this  mighty  ConfederaCT' 
was  shaken  to  its  centre :  for  days  the  result 
was  suspended.  '  Fortunately,  the  American 
people  in  that  struggle  ultimately  prevuled ;  a 
victory  of  principle  and  of  the  people  was  ob- 
tained ;  a  m^jonty  still  mled.  And  who  can 
tell,  sir,  what  might  have  been  the  conse- 
quences, if  it  had  terminated  otherwise?  I 
Judder  to  contemplate  what  might  have  been 
the  fate  of  this  happy  country.  But  I  shall 
not  fittigue  the  committee,  by  indulgiog  in  con- 
jectore  upon  this  nnpleasant  saltject  I  have 
referred  gentlemen  to  this  part  (ff  our  history 
to  show,  that  if,  in  that  case,  the  contest  was 
rendered  doubtful  for  a  season,  where  the  in£- 
vidual  had  not,  in  contemplation  of  the  people, 
received  a  single  vote  for  the  Presidency ;  that 
it  may  occur,  under  the  present  provisions  of 
tbe  constitution,  where  an  individual  may  have 
received  a  very  small  number  of  Electoral 
votes,  as  In  the  cases  I  have  supposed. 

It  may  happen,  sir,  that  a  mmority  may  thns 
elect  the  President,  when  the  election  devolves 
upon  this  House,  from  personal  partialities  to 
the  individuid  elected,  and  thus  palm  upon  the 
nation  a  President  evidenUy  not  the  choice  nH 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
not  the  choice  of  the  mimediate  constituents  of 
those  gentlemen,  npon  this  floor,  who  may 
elect  hmi ;  and  not  the  choice  of  a  mmority  of 
the  Representatives  in  Congress,  It  may  hap< 
pen,  sir,  that  the  first  choice  of  the  Represents 
ative  here,  holding  in  his  hands  the  power  of 
controlling  the  vote  of  his  State,  may  not  be 
returned  to  the  Bouse  as  one  of  the  three  high- 
est upon  the  list  The  second  choice  of  tbe 
Representative  may  be  essentially  different 
from  the  second  choice  of  his  constituents,  if 
the  election  were  agun  referred  back  to  them. 
The  Representative  may  be  ignorant  of  the 
will  of  his  constituents,  or  if  he  know  their 
will,  he  may  affect  ignorance  of  it.  But  the 
doctrine  is  maintain^  by  some  politicians  in 
this  country,  and  I  appeal  to  your  experience 
to  know,  sir,  whether  it  has  not  been  openly 
avowed  tipon  this  floor,  that  there  is  no  con- 
nection between  the  Representative  here,  and 
his  constituents  at  home ;  that  the  Representa- 
tive here  is  not  bound  to  regard  or  obey  the 
instructions  of  those  who  send  him  here.  For 
myself  I  have  never  entertained  such  opinions, 
bnt  believe,  upon  all  questions  of  expediency, 
that  the  Representative  is  bonnd  to  regard  and 
obey  the  known  will  of  his  constituent  Other 
gentlemen,  however,  entert^n  different  opin- 
ions ;  and  when  such  opinions  are  entertained 
and  openly  avowed,  what  security  have  the 
peo^de  that  their  rights  will  be  preserved,  when 
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the  preservation  of  them  depends  opon  the  ac- 
cidental, interested,  or  capricioiis  will  of  their 
pnblio  servants  ?  Thus  the  President  may  be 
elected  by  a  minority  of  the  Representatives 
in  Congress  who  may  be  of  (pinion  that  they 
have  cooaraenUtnuly  discha^ed  their  pablio 
duty. 

Bnt  is  there  no  danger,  sir,  when  the  elec- 
tion of  the  first  officer  of  Uie  first  nation  in  the 
world  is  to  be  made  b7  a  select  and  pre-exist- 
ing bo^  of  men,  that  even  the  Representa- 
tives of  freemen  may,  in  an  evil  hour,  be 
tempted  to  depart  from  the  path  of  dnty,  re- 
ceive the  wages  of  iniqnity,  and  prostrate  at 
the  shriae  of  some  ambitions  aspirant  to  the 
Presidency,  the  pnblic  will,  ana  with  it  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  f  Shall  we  assume 
to  ourselves  the  high  prerogative  of  being  nn- 
contaminated  and  incorraptible,  when  the  same 
attribates  are  denied  to  all  the  rest  of  man- 
kind? Is  immaculate  pnrity  to  be  found 
within  these  walls,  and  in  no  other  comer  of 
the  earth  1  Have  yon  not  yonrselves,  sir,  in 
your  leeisla^on  !n  rdafion  to  this  very  subject 
— tlie  election  of  a  Freddent— given  inocmtes- 
table  evidence  that  yon  are  distrastfol  of  haman 
natnre  ?  Why  is  it,  that,  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1792,  designed  as  it  was  to  carry  into 
effect  that  part  of  the  constitution  in  relation 
to  the  election  of  a  President,  you  provide  that 
the  electors  in  each  State  shall  be  elected 
within  the  thirty-foor  days  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  first  Wednesday  in  December,  in 
every  fourth  year,  the  day  upon  which  the 
electors,  throughout  the  Union,  are  required  to 
give  their  votes  f  Why  this  short  iiftervening 
period  between  the  choice  of  the  electors,  and 
the  day  npon  which  they  shall  give  their  votes  ? 
It  was  a  wise  provision,  made  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  tampering  with  them;  to  pre- 
vent intrigue,  corruption,  bargaining,  and  rale ; 
to  prevent  the  interference  of  political  jug- 
glers ;  and  to  keep  pnre  the  stream  as  was  the 
fountain,  the  people,  from  which  it  flowed.  So 
particular  have  you  been  upon  tliis  subject,  and 
so  cautions  to  preserve  the  parity  of  the  elec- 
tors, that  you  have  ^ven  them  bnt  a  short  and 
transitory  existence;  and  if  any  one  of  them 
should  be  elected  more  than  thirty-four  days 
before  the  day  upon  which  he  is  required  to 
vote,  the  presnmption  of  joar  law  is  a^inst 
him,  and  his  vote  will  not  be  received.  Bat  Is 
not  the  House  of  BepresontativeB  likewise  a 
pre-existing  body  of  men  I  Are  they  not  col- 
lected together  at  one  point  for  weeks  to- 
gether, between  the  period  when  it  is  asoer- 
tetned  that  the  primary  elect<n«  have  f^ed  to 
make  a  choice,  and  the  day  npon  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  vote  ?  Is  it  not  as  probable, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  that  they  may  be  tam- 
pered with  to  prostitute  their  votes,  and  that 
thej  may  be  corrupted,  as  that  twenty-four 
separate  electoral  colleges,  dispersed  over  the 
twenty-four  States  of  the  Union,  might  be? 
In  the  one  case  yon  have  been  di8b*us&al,  and  , 
have  provided  against  the  possiUU^  of  ondne 
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influence  of  any  kind,  so  as  to  thwart  the  pnb- 
lio  will.  In*  relation  to  the  electoral  colleges, 
you  have  adopted,  by  your  laws,  the  salutary 
maxim,  "  lead  as  not  into  temptation."  Would 
it  not  be  quite  as  safe  to  adopt  it  in  relation  to 
ourselves  ? 

But  we  are  told  by  the  lionorable  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stohrb,)  that,  for  the 
honor  of  this  House,  a  suspicion  should  not  be 
indn^;ed  that  its  members  could  be  eormpted. 
Let  it  not  be  told,  says  he,  at  the  court  m  St. 
James,  or  npon  &e  continent  of  Europe,  that 
even  suspicion  hod  been  openly  entertuned 
upon  the  floor  of  the  American  Congress,  that 
any  of  its  members  were  corruptible.  And 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  too,  (Mr. 
Everett,)  denies  in  broad  term^  the  corrupti- 
bility of  this  House.  Sir,  it  is  a  humiliating 
idea,  a  painful  thought,  I  admit,  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  freemen  could,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, barter  away  or  disregard  the  rights 
of  the  people  for  their  own  individual  aggran- 
dizement But  human  nature  is  the  same  in 
all  ages  of  the  world.  All  past  history  has 
shown  that  it  is  unsafe  to  rely  upon  virtue 
alone  when  strong  temptations  are  presented. 
And  what  stronger  temptation  to  corruption 
and  the  abandonment  of  principle  than  the 
Presidency,  can  be  held  ont  to  an  ambitious 
man  aspiring  to  that  high  office  ?  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  when  elected,  has 
an  immense  patronage  to  bestow  j  has  many 
honorable  and  lucrative  offices  in  his  gift.  And 
what  stronger  temptation  than  to  receive  the 
patronage  in  his  power,  can  be  held  ont  to  the 
few  assembled  here,  who  have  it  in  their  power 
to  elect  him  ?  I  apprehend,  nr.  if  this  election 
shidl  frequently  devolve  upon  Congress,  that  a 
door  will  be  o;^ed  to  oormption,  intrigue, 
and  to  office  hunters;  and  I  ^prebend,  fhr- 
ther,  that  throagh  that  door  the  evil-doer  may 
one  day  enter,  and  sap  the  foundations  of  this 
happy  Republic.  Other  countries  have  been 
revolutionized  and  involved  in  anarchy  and 
confusion,  upon  whose  ruins  despotism  has 
erected  her  throne.  I  hope,  sir,  my  apprehen- 
sions may  be  unfounded ;  nut  surely  it  is  pru- 
dent in  us  to  take  warning  from  their  example, 
and  close  the  door  through  which  unprincipled 
men  may  enter,  and  obtun  an  advantage.  It 
should  be  remembered,  too,  that,  in  many  (tf 
the  States  of  the  Union,  the  Congressional 
eleetiona,  for  the  next  Congress,  have  tran- 
spired some  twelve  or  eighteen  months  before 
the  Presidential  election ;  the  member  is  either 
defeated  by  a  more  favored  citizen  of  his  dis- 
trict, who  is  to  supply  the  place  here,  and  his 
direct  and  immediate  responsibUity  to  the  peo- 
ple is  destroyed ;  or  he  has  been  previously 
elected,  and  is  assured  that  be  will  at  least  hold 
his  seat  here,  if  he  desire  it,  for  another  term. 
If  he  has  been  defeated  at  home,  he  seeks  ele- 
vation and  promotion  elsewhere;  if  he  baa 
been  successful  at  home,  he  hopes  his  good 
consUtuents  may  forget  his  political  sin  before 
the  next  eleotion ;  if  he  dumld  atUl  deeire  to 
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bold  the  seat,  he  hopes,  bj  the  assistance  of 
Execative  infiaence,  he  may  efiec^  some  local 
messore  that  may  reconcile  his  couBtituenta,  or 
iMUnoe  in  their  estimaUon  the  evil  deed  he  has 
coBunitted.  Another  ^gpment,  Hr.  Chair- 
mtn,  of  the  gentlentan  from  Kev  York,  struck 
me  witli  peculiar  force.  If^  ^s  he,  this  Gov- 
•nuue&t  is  ever  destroyed,  u  will  not  be  by 
men  in  power,  bat  by  men  out  of  power. 
And  tbe  gentleman  from  Uassaohnsetts^ 
Etxbrt,)  who  snoceeded  him,  used  a  similar 
irgoment,  and  na,  that  if  the  Government 
was  ever  destrciyed,  it  woold  not  be  by  a  Presi- 
dent elected  by  a  minority  of  the  people,  bat 
by  a  President  elected  by  an  overwhelming 
m^ority  of  the  people;  by  some  ^''militartf 
tAt^/tain,"  that  shoold  arise  in  the  land.  Yes, 
sir,  by  some  "  militarjf  ehi^ain,"  whose  only 
crime  it  was  to  have  served  his  coantry  futh- 
iUly  at  a  period  wben.tbat  country  needed  and 
realized  the  valae  of  bis  services.  I  know,  sir, 
there  are  Bome  politieiana  in  this  coontiy  who 
are  continnaU  y  u  alarm,  or  sffeot  to  be  so,  lost 
the  people  abould  destroy  the  Government. 
And  I  know,  sir,  there  are  others,  and  I  am 
bold  to  aay  I  am  of  the  number,  who  are  of 
Ofumon  limt,  if  this  happy  Government  'a  ever 
destroyed,  (which  God  forbid  1)  it  will  he  by 
the  encroachments  and  abase  of  power,  aod  by 
the  sUnring  and  corrupting  inSueiice  of  Execu- 
tive patronage.  Kely  upon  it,  sir,  that  if  yon 
dionld  ever  see  an  Administration  of  this 
coantry,  whose  elevation,  whose  meosares,  and 
whose  policy,  are  not  supported  by  tbe  good 
fedin^  and  opinions  of  the  people,  there  will 
be  more  danger,  infinitely  more  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  than,  than  all  the  meal  dan- 
gers which  Uie  gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend 
•re  covertly  lurking  among  the  great  oody  of 
the  people  of  this  Union. 

I  ih^  not,  said  Hr.  dwell  upon  another 
argumeDt,  which  has  been  very  properly  used 
by  some  gentleman  in  the  course  of  tnis  debate 
— that  when  the  election  comes  to  this  House, 
it  is  calcolated  to  interfere  with,  and  impede 
the  ordinary  business  of  legislaUon.  It  has 
not  been  my  fortune  to  witness  the  effects  of 
an  election  here ;  this  is  the  first  Ume  I  have 
had  tbe  honor  to  be  a  humble  Representative 
of  a  portion  of  this  people  upon  uiis  fioor,  I 
codd  wish,  upon  this  great  occasion  npon 
whidi  we  deUberatCL  that  they  were  more  ably 
r^ressDted.  But  though,  sir,  I  have  not  wit- 
BOied  tlM  scene,  I  have  read  of  its  effects 
npoa  two  occasions,  in  the  history  of  my  coun- 
ty, and  can  well  conceive  that  members  of 
Cmgrtas  wUl  be  too  apt  to  neglect  all  the  im- 
|K>rtsot  sabjects  of  le^alotion,  in  devising  plana, 
utrigning,  and  managing,  to  promote  the  suc- 
cess of  Uieir  favorite  candidate.  If  there  should 
be  DO  cormption,  still  it  is  calculated  to  distract 
their  deliberations.  Itwill  produce  excitement; 
arouse  all  tbe  angry  feelings  of  our  nature; 
mate  heart-bamings,  party  feelings,  and  sec- 
tional jealousies,  detrimentu  to  tbe  public  wd- 
fin^  aad  dangaooa  to  the  dnratamandstaloUtj 


of  the  Crovernmect.  The  effects  produced  wIQ 
not,  probably,  terminate  with  the  election  itself^ 
but  will  miugle  and  be  felt  in  your  deliberations 
foryesrs  afterwards. 

We  can  no  longer,  as  our  fathers  did,  contem- 
plate the  immortal  Father  of  his  Gonntry,  npon 
whom  all  united  in  elevating  to  this  high  sta- 
tion :  nor  can  we  call  into  oar  aervioa  tbe  im- 
mortal anthor  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. A  new  generation  are  about  to  assume 
the  places  of  their  fathers ;  many  are  the  aspir- 
ants to  this  high  station ;  public  opinion  is  di- 
vided, and  cannot,  in  future,  be  often  concen- 
trated on  any  one  individual.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  idle  to  suppose  that  this  elec- 
tion can  be  prevented  fh)m  terminating  ulti- 
mately in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  That  it 
will  often  devolve  here,  oaimot  be  donbted; 
that  it  should  not  do  so,  I  have  attempted,  and, 
I  hope,  satisfactorily,  shown. 

These'  ore  some  <«  the  objecdons  to  tlie  eon- 
stitntion  in  its  present  fono,  and  aome  of  the 
reosoos  which  have  presented  themselves  moat 
forcibly  to  my  mind,  why  tbe  eleotion  of  Preei- 
debt  and  Vice  President  shoald  in  no  event  de- 
volve npon  Congress. 

I  come  now,  said  Ur.  Poix,  briefly  to  con- 
sider the  second  resolution,  sabmitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  committee  by  the  honor- 
able geutleman  from  Sonth  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Mo- 
DcFFiE,)  which  proposes  that  each  State  in  tbe 
Union  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  districts  as 
there  are  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress from  SQcb  State. 

The  object  of  this  proposiUon  is  to  f^ve  to 
the  people  of  every  section  the  Union,  as 
near  as  may  be  consistently  with  important 
ri^ts  reserved  to  the  States,  which  ore  not 
proposed  to  be  disturbed,  their  equal  rdative 
weight  in  the  election.  To  do  this,  the  publio 
sentiment  sliould  be  &irly  ascertained — and  in 
order  to  obtain  a  fair  ezpresMon  of  the  popular 
will,  it  is  a  self-evident  proposition  to  my  mind, 
that  some  uniform  mode  of  collecting  the  publio 
sentiment  should  be  established  throughout  the 
Union.  Under  the  present  provisions  of  the 
oonstitDtion,  and  the  practice  under  them, 
according  to  tbe  various  and  diversilied  modes 
of  election,  prescribed  by  the  respective  State 
Legislatures,  do  the  people  in  every  section  of 
the  Union,  in  fact,  poaseas  and  ezerdse  their 
equal  rdauve  wei^t  in  the  election  t  Is  the 
public  sentiment  of  tbe  whole  people  of  the 
Union  correctly  ascertmned  i  No,  sir  I  It  is 
demonstrable,  if  an  eleotion  be  made  at  all  by 
the  Electoral  Colleges  without  involving  the 
national  calamity  (for  such  I  view  it)  of  a  re- 
currence to  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  a 
litUe  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  may  choose  the  President  If  I 
succeed  in  establishing  this  fact,  the  necessity 
for  uniformity  and  amendment  will,  as  I  con- 
ceive, be  apparent,  if  we  bold  to  the  principle 
that  a  m^ority  should  role.  What  are  the 
various  modes  of  election  at  present  established 
In  the  Stotea!  In  anne,  tbe  diatiiot  agrstem 
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provailfl ;  In  others,  the  Legislatnres  hare  as- 
sumed to  themselves  the  power  of  appoiotiiig 
electors ;  and  ia  one  State  of  the  TTnion  (Ken- 
tQok;r)  ft  oompoond  of  tbe  district  and  general 
ticket  system  is  tbe  mode  prescribed  by  the  Le- 
gislature. The  State  being  entitled  to  fourteen 
electors,  is  divided  into  three  districts,  in  one 
of  which  foor  deotors  are  chosen,  and  five  in 
each  of  the  other  two  districts.  X  shall  not  here 
■top  to  inqiiira  why  this  artifidal  arrauKmuit 
(^districts  In  that  Statu  was  made.  Whether 
it  waa  made  upon  an  emergency,  and  derigned 
to  throw  mqjonties  in  each  district  in  &vor  of  a 
particnlar  party,  or  of  particolar  men,  is  wholly 
uumaterial  to  the  present  inqniry.  In  this 
state  of  things,  a  bare  m^ority  of  the  people  of 
the  six  lai|^r  States  in  the  Union  may, 
adopting  the  general  ticket  system,  the  Geny- 
mandenng  system,  or  by  assuming  the  election 
to  the  Legislatores,  elect  the  President,  thon^ 
a  respectable  minority,  and  very  nearly  half  of 
the  people  of  those  six  States,  and  the  whole  of 
the  people  <tf  the  dghtcen  remalniDg  States, 
nuty  oe  in  &Tor  of  some  other  candidate,  ^or 
example: 


Jbrfon.  Sleetan. 

ITevTorichas      86,      ani|f«itrli  19 

PennsyWanU,        28,  do.  IS 

Tii^inis,              84,  do.  IS 

Ohio,                  16,  do.  9 

UasMchusetts,      15,  do.  8 

Kentneky,           14,  do.  8 

183 
78 


61 

Thoa,  Gir,  in  these  six  Stateai  there  are  188 
electoral  votes,  a  m^ority  of  the  whole  nam- 
bw  in  the  Union,  and  anfflcient,  iC  united,  to 
elect  tiie  President  in  tiie  primary  colleges. 

Bat  the  people  in  Aoae  six  States  are  divided 
In  opinion,  and  very  nearly  equipoised  as  to 
nombers^  between  two  contending  candidates. 
A  and  B,  for  the  Prasidency.  Bnt  A  has  small 
tn^oriUes  over  B,  in  each  of  those  States.  If 
the  district  q^stem  were  established,  the  friends 
of  A  conld  give  him  72  electoral  votes,  and  tlie 
fiiends  of  B  coald  give  him  61  electoral  rotes. 
B,  too,  in  the  case  supposed,  might  be  anpported 
by  the  remaining  eigateen  States,  or  by  snob 
minorities  of  them  as,  when  added  to  nia  61 
votes,  would  be  snffldent  to  elect  bim.  Bnt  by 
fXMnpres^og  the  ftienda  of  B  in  those  tax  States, 
Into  the  snj^rt  of  A  by  tbe  ^Ebot  of  tbe 
general  ticket  system,  or  by  deotiona  made  by 
uie  Legislatures ;  b^  llter^y  suppres^ng  the 
voice  of  the  minonties,  in  each  of  those  six 
States  favorable  to  the  election  of  B ;  by  deny- 
ing to  almost  half  the  population  of  those  States 
the  right  of  suffrage,  or  of  being  heard  in  the 
election — ^you,  in  truth,  enable  a  minority  of  the 
people  of  this  Union,  amounting  to  bnt  little 
more  than  the  fourth  of  tbe  whole  popalation, 
to  dect  tbe  Freadent  against  the  will  of  all  tbe 
rest  of  the  people  ttf  the  Union,  amonnting  to 
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almost  three-foarths  of  our  whole  population. 
But  will  it  be  said,  that  this  likewise  is  an  ex- 
treme case,  and  will  probably  nerer  occur  t  I 
answer  it  is  possible  it  may  oocar,  and  cases  ap- 
proximating to  it,  and  tbe  same  in  principle,  if 
the  election  is  kept  from  tbe  House  of  Beio^ 
sentafllves,  in  all  probability  will  occur. 

This,  then,  is  oar  dilemma.  Under  tbe  pres- 
ent providons  of  the  coosdtntion,  either  a  mi- 
nority of  the  whole  people  of  the  Unloi,  a 
oomUn^on  of  the  la^  States,  most  emst  tiie 
Prendent,  or  we  must  submit  to  tbe  national 
calamity  of  an  election  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Which  ^aU  we  choose  ?  Neither 
is  oompatihle  with  the  genius  of  our  free  Insti- 
tutions,  or  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  And 
here  will  the  larger  States  object  to  the  district 
system,  and  say,  we  cannot  part  with  tbe  ad- 
vantage which  we  now  have,  of  moving  in  a 
solid,  onbroken  phalanx,  and  ^ving  to  our  fa- 
vorite candidate  an  undivided  electoral  vote,  by 
suppressing  tbe  voice  of  the  minority  in  the 
State,  by  means  of  the  general  ticket  system,  or 
elections  by  the  Le^datnres  I  I  answer  tbat 
the  laiger  States  wul  reoeive  an  amjde  eqmvi^ 
lent  for  tUs  snrrender,  in  the  onl^nty  that  the 
election  can  nerer  devdre  upon  the  House  of 
Representativea,  where^  voting  by  States,  a  mi- 
nority, as  I  bare  attempted  to  show,  and  I  hope 
snccessfully,  may  elect 

"Will  the  smaller  States  object  to  that  part  of 
the  resolutions  now  nnder  consideration,  which 
proposes  so  to  amend  the  constitution  as  that 
.  the  election  shall  in  no  erent  derolve  npon 
Oongress,  and  say,  we  cannot  part  with  tbe  ad- 
vantage which  we  have  of  voting  by  States, 
when  the  election  shall  devolve  npon  the  House 
of  Representative^  and  wh««by  we,  though  a 
minority,  mar  hare  it  in  our  power  to  dect  a 
Preadenbt  I  uiswer,  that  toe  smaller  Statea 
will  reeeire  an  ample  eqnivalent  for  this  sur- 
render, in  the  certainty  that  tiie  larger  States 
cannot  combine  and  more  in  an  unbroken  body 
in  the  electoral  colleges,  and  thereby  enable  a 
minority  of  the  people  of  the  Union,  by  snp- 

firessing  the  roioe  of  their  respective  minorities 
□  the  large  States,  to  elect  the  President,  as  I 
hare  attempted  to  show,  and  I  hope  sacoeae* 
ftally,  they  might  do.  The  resolutions,  then, 
viewed  together^  and  not  as  substantive  and 
distinct  propositions,  in  relation  to  thcor  effects 
and  operations,  proixise  a  compromise  to  the 
larger  and  smallv  States,  that  they  shonld  meet 
npon  middle  gronnd,  and  snirender  the  advaa- 
tagea  which  the  one'  or  tbe  other  mig^t  poaseaa 
in  oertdn  oontingendes,  each  reoei^ng  a  ma- 
tual  consideration  fVom  the  other  for  the  snrren- 
der thus  made.  It  is  a  surrender  of  advantages^ 
too,  which  neither  ^ould  wish  to  retain;  a 
surrender  made  not  to  each  other,  but  to  prin- 
ciple, npon  the  altar  of  their  common  country. 

But,  will  tbe  larger  States  object,  and  say, 
though  uniformity  m  the  mode  of  election  be 
important  and  desirable,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
fur  expression  of  the  public  vrill,  yet  we  cannot 
agree  tW      nwdft  ahaU  be  the  dirtrictt  qratem  t 
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W«  prefiar  that  tbe  general  ticket  crstem  should 
be  the  mode  estahlished  in  aU  the  States,  or  we 
prefer  that  the  choice  of  electors  should  he 
nude  hj  the  Legialattires  in  all  the  States,  and 
that  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  modes  shonld 
be  uniform  throo^oat  the  Union.  I  answer, 
bTiid.ther  of  theee  modes  eaa  the  e^  oom- 
puuned  of  be  zemeffied.  U  the  genwal  ticket 
sjstem  be  Qie  nidfiirm  mode  eetabUahed,  the 
larger  States  woold  still  retain  their  present 
powM-.  If  the  Le^slatnree  in  all  the  States 
ebooM  tbe  deetors,  the  larger  States  would  still 
Ktsni  tbeir  present  power.  And,  by  either  of 
Uiese  modes,  the  predominant  parly  or  &otion 
in  power,  in  each  State,  by  suppressing  the 
T<Hoe  of  themlDorit^.may  movein  a  solidfiront, 
and  elect  tiie  President.  If  it  be  contended 
that  tills  is  an  advantage  which  all  ^e  States 
would  equally  possess,  the  idea  is  a  mistakoi 
one.  Such  i«  the  diff^^nce  in  the  size^  and 
mantmn  of  popolatjon,  fai  the  several  States, 
Bit  A  migori^,  whose  TCioe  is  totally  sap- 
proaaod  in  the  election  in  one  of  the  lUjBer 
States  may  be  as  ereat-^iay,  more  than  fire 
tunes  M  graat^-aa  ue  whole  population  of  one 
of  the  snaUer  States.  To  iUostrate  this,  take, 
tar  emnple,  the  States  of  Kew  York  and  Delar- 
mze^  <HW  of  the  largest  and  one  of  the  smallest 
States  in  the  Union.  Suppose  New  York  to  be 
divided  in  opinion  between  two  candidates,  In 
an  impending  Presidential  election,  in  the  pro- 
portkm  of  10  to  17  of  her  88  electors.  If  the 
district  syBtem  prevuled,  one  of  tbe  candidates 
woold  receive  19  electonil  votes,  and  the  other 
the  retnuning  17  electoral  votes.  But,  by 
estaUiahlng  ihe  general  ticket  system  in  New 
Twk,  a  largecninori^,  and  very  nearly  half  of 
ber  catisens  who  womd  be  entitled  by  the  dis- 
trict system  to  give  17  electoral  votea  are  litw* 
ally  dcstn^ed,  and  impressed  into  the  service 
of  the  m^ority.  In  Delaware,  the  whole  popa- 
latkm  can  only  give  three  electoral  votes. 
Tbas,  the  minority  in  New  York,  whose  voice 
is  totally  8Qm>ressed  in  the  election,  would  be 
more  than  five  times  as  great  as  the  whole 
popnlAtion  of  Delaware.  Bat  soppose  Delaware 
nkewiae  to  be  divided  in  opinion  m  tiie  propor- 
tion of  one  to  two  of  her  three  electors.  By 
tbe  district  system,  Delaware  would  ^ve  two 
Totes  to  oao  candidate  for  the  Preudenoy,  and 
OM  to  the  other.  Establish  the  general  ticket 
iTstem  in  Delaware,  and  her  thm  votes  will 
be  pTcn  to  one  candidate  theret?  suppressing 
ttte  Toioe  of  a  miaorit^  ai  that  State,  who,  by 
the  district  system,  would  be  entitled  to  ^ve 
ooe  Tote.  One  vote  of  the  minority,  then,  by 
file  general  ticket  system,  is  snppreased  in  Delft- 
ware.  Bat  in  New  York,  by  the  same  system, 
seventeen  votes  are  suppressed.  Thus  the  mi- 
nori^  in  New  York,  whose  voice  is  suppressed 
by  the  general  ticket  system,  is  seventeen  times 
as  great  ss  the  minority  in  Delaware,  whose 
voice  ia  sopprcMed  by  the  same  system.  Thus, 
■r,  it  is  seen  what  great  ineqnali^  would  be 
jnodsoed  Id  the  election  of  a  Iresident  by 
sAaliiishiiig  fiie  gmeral  ticket  ^stem  as  the 
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uniform  mode  in  all  the  States.  The  same  re* 
snlt  would  happen  hy  establishing  the  mode  of 
electing  by  the  Legislatures  as  the  nniform 
mode  in  aU  the  States.  The  great  excellence  of 
the  district  system  is,  that  ea^  district  through- 
out the  Union  would  contain  very  nearly  the 
same  quantum  of  popal^oo,  would  be  com- 
posed of  contiguous  temtoiy,  and  would  be  veiy 
nearly  of  the  same  dze;  and  each  Strict 
would  be  entitled  to  g^ve  one  vote.  And  i!| 
sir,  minorities  should  be  found  to  exist,  in  a 
Preddential  election,  in  each  district,  as  they 
may,  is  it  probable  that  there  will  be  such  a 
disparity,  such  a  disproportion  between  the  re* 
spective  minorities  of  aqjoining  or  different  dis- 
tricts, where  all  are  of  tiie  same  size,  as  would 
exist  between  the  minorities  of  different  States, 
differing  as  they  do  in  uze,  some  containing 
more  than  thirty  times  as  great  a  population  as 
others;  and,  when,  by  the  general  system,  eadi 
State  would  compose  one  district.  I  was 
amused,  sir,  but  not  oonvineed,  by  the  argu- 
ment cT  tbe  gentleman  flxnn  Vlr^nla,  Our, 
Stmvbnson,)  the  object  of  which  was  to  show 
the  snperiority  of  the  general  ticket  system  over 
all  owers,  aim  that  n^dnoritiee  in  the  district 
would  prevail  That  honorable  gentienian  ad- 
duced, as  an  apt  example  in  illustration  of  his 
ailment,  an  occurrence,  which  he  says  took 

Elace  in  one  of  the  districts  of  Haryland,  in  the 
ite  Presidential  election.  In  one  of  the  dis- 
tricts in  that  State,  he  says  there  were  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  favor  trf"  the  election  of 
Mr.  Adams;  that  there  were  two  candidates 
for  elector  &vorable  to  that  gentleman,  and  one 
in  &Tor  of  General  Jackson ;  tha^  in  conae- 
qnenee  of  a  dividon  of  the  frioidB  of  the  fonner, 
between  tiie  two  candidates  for  elector,  nather 
of  whom  would  decline  in  favor  of  the  other, 
the  elector,  Iriendly  to  the  latter,  received  e 
plurality  of  votes  of  the  district,  and  was  elect- 
ed. Now,  sir,  what  the  facts  were,  in  relation 
to  that  particular  district,  adduced  as  an  ex- 
ample, I  am  not  particularly  informed;  but,  I 
understand  it  became  more  a  oonteet  between 
distinguished  individuals,  who  were  opposing 
candt^tee  fbr  elector,  and  who  had,  respect- 
ively, many  personal  friends,  than  a  contest  be- 
tween tbe  candidates  for  tiie  Presidency  them- 
selves; and  is,  therefore,  no  test  of  the  real 
sentiments  of  tiie  people  of  that  district^  and  no 
conolmdve  Ulastr^an  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment. But,  sir,  if  it  were,  I  have  it  in  mr 
power  to  fluiiidi  that  honorable  gentieman  wiui 
a  fi^r  rebutter,  which  occurred  in  that  election, 
by  the  operations  of  his  favorite — the  general 
ticket  system.  The  State  of  Ohio  voted  by 
general  ticket  Did  the  gentleman  who  re- 
ceived the  undivided  electoral  vote  of  that 
State,  in  fact  recdve  the  supimrt,  even  of  the  mar 
jority  of  the  people  of  Ohio?  No,  sir;  sup- 
ported as  he  was,  by  a  very  small  number  of 
votes  over  one  of  his  competitors,  and  if  all  the 
returns  had  been  oorrectiy  received,  it  is  verj 
doubtful  whether  he  obtained  even  a  plurali^ 
over  him.  Yet,  dr,  he  reo^ved,  in  the  oleotoru 
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colleges,  tb«  whole  vote  tiie  State  of  Ohio, 
agaiDBt  the  seDtimenta  of  a  ooosidernble  m^jor- 
ify  of  the  people  of  that  State ;  aod  yet,  sir, 
this,  I  ftappose,  ooost^tates  the  excellence  of  the 
general  ticket  Bystentj  in  the  eatimation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Yirginia.  The  indiTidaal,  too, 
whom  the  gentlemau  conceives  was,  bj  the 

2>eration  of  the  district  system,  deprived  of  an 
eotoral  vote  in  one  of  the  districts  of  Maryland 
— ^yes,  sir,  the  same  individual  who  had  received 
iLe  smallest  nnmber  of  the  votes  of  the  people 
of  Ohio,  when  the  election  ultimately  devolved 
Upon  this  Honae,  received  the  vote  of  that  State. 

Bat,  sir,  I  coocar  in  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man from  lx>aisiana,  (Mr.  Ijviho8T0n,)  who,  a 
few  days  ago,  sahmitted  a  reaolntionf  propping 
to  diapoise  with  the  electors  altogether.  The 
peoi^e  reqnlre  no  rach  agency.  I  believe  them 
to  be  wholly  nnneoessary,  Di^nse  with  them 
altogether:  let  the  people  vote  directly  for  the 
President,  witiiont  their  intervention,  and  the 
objection  to  the  district  system,  as  in  the  case 
in  Maryland,  which  has  presented  itself  so  for- 
oibly  to  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
nnia,  will  be  removed.  When  the  people  vote 
directly  for  the  President,  there^^  be  no  di- 
vision between  conten^ng  candidates  for 
elector,  in  &vor  of  the  same  candidate,  and  tiie 
m^ority  of  the  people  of  each  dictrict  can  coo- 
trol  and  give  the  vote  of  that  district  ijiotber 
advantage  of  the  diiBtrict  system  is^  that  the 
sentiment  of  each  mass  of  the  commanity 
throngfaoQt  the  Union,  composing  a  district^  is 
fiurly  elicited,  and  made  to  have  its  dne  and 
pn^rtional  weight  in  the  gene^  collected 
aenUment  of  all  the  districta  in  the  Union. 
The  aentiment  of  no  portion  of  the  Union  b 
aappressed.    All  are  heard,  and  have  their 

S roper  weight  in  determining  Qie  election.  I 
0  not  design,  Mr.  C3hairman,  (s«d  Mr.  P.,)  to 
embarrasa  this  discnssion,  by  entering  into  de- 
tails. If  the  great  principles  contemplated  by 
the  rewdntions  on  the  taUe,  are  retained,  de- 
tails are  comparatively  unimportant^  and  s 
spirit  of  compromise  and  accommodation  ot 
opinion  shonld  prevail,  in  reUtion  to  tibem.  I 
ttsU,  therefore,  merely  suggest  to  the  consider- 
gdon  of  the  committee,  the  plan  which  has  pre- 
sented itself  to  my  mind,  as  preferable  to  any 
other,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  determine  how 
jar  it  will  afford  a  remedy  for  existing  evils.  It 
is  in  substance  this :  Each  State  shall  be  di- 
vided, by  the  Le^slature  thereof^  into  as  many 
districts,  composed  of  contignoos  territory,  and 
contunin^  as  near  as  may  be,  an  equal  quan- 
tom  of  popnlation,  as  shall  be  equal  to  the 
whole  nnmber  of  Senators  aod  Representatives 
In  Congress  from  that  State.  The  Mople  of  each 
disbiot  shall  vote  direotly  for  the  Frerident  and 
Vloe  President^  without  the  intervention  of 
electors.  The  person,  in  each  district, who  may 
have  received  the  highest  nnmber  of  votes 
for  President,  shall  be  holden  to  have  received 
one  vote ;  and  the  person  who  may  have  re- ' 
ceived  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Vice 
President,  shjdl  be  holden  to  have  received  one 
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vote.  And  if  It  duU  be  asoertiuned  tiiat  no 
person  has  reorived  a  nudori^  of  the  whole 
number  of  distriots  in  the  Uidon,  let  the  election 
be  referred  back  to  the  people,  who,  upon  the 
second  baUotiog,  shall,  in  like  manner,  vote  for 
one  of  the  two  highest  upon  ttie  list  of  the 
former  balloting  for  President,  and  so  of  the 
Vice  President  The  details  of  this  general 
outline  of  a  system,  to  embrace  the  objects  con- 
templated by  the  resolntions,  can  be  easily 
drawn,  so  as  to  render  it  practicable,  and  easy 
to  effect  the  choice  in  this  way.  But,  if  othw 
^ntlemen  can  suggest  a  more  acceptable  plan, 
in  its  detmis,  not  varying  the  general  princi- 
ples, I  am  not  wedded  to  this,  and  have  merely 
snggested  it,  lest  it  might  be  aud,  by  some,  that, 
however  great  the  ottfections  may  be,  to  the 
resent  provision  of  the  ccaistitation,  it  would 
e  impracticable  to  adopt  any  mode  by  which, 
the  evil  could  be  remedied.  Neitiier  sh^  I, 
Mr.  Chairman,  detain  the  committee  by  enu- 
merating, in  addition  to  those  I  have  mentioned^ 
many  other  objections  to  the  general  ticket 
system,  or  to  the  appointment  of  electors  by  the 
Legislatures.  It  would  be  unnecessary  for  me 
to  do  so,  after  the  able  exposition  of  the  honor- 
able mover  of  these  resolatiom^  (Mr.  McDdffie,) 
in  the  opening  of  this  debate,  upon  this  part  ot 
the  subject  Some  other  oqecUona  however, 
have  been  made  to  the  plan  m  amendmeDt  pro- 
posed, In  the  course  of  ttie  disonsdon,  which  de- 
mand to  be  noticed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Stohbs)  has  been  more  abundant  in  oUec- 
tions  to  the  proposed  plan  of  amendment  than 
any  other  gentleman  who  has  addressed  the 
committee ;  and  though  I  am  aware,  sir,  when 
I  approach  an  areament  of  ttitt  gentleman, 
I  encounter  an  old  and  experienced  politician, 
hackneyed  in  debate,  yet  differing  with  him  in 
opinion,  as  it  is  my  misfortune  to  do,  in  almost 
every  view  he  has  taken  of  this  sul\[ect,  I  will 
boluy  meet  him,  and  avow  the  reasons  of  that 
differenoe.  That  gentleman  tells  us,  with  s 
warning  Tolee,  tiiat  when  we  approach  this 
constitution,  we  stand  upon  holy  ground ;  that 
when  we  attempt  to  emend  it,  we  lay  violent 
Iiands  npoD  this  mortal  work  of  our  ancestors. 
He  tells  us  he  entertains  great  reverence  for  that 
instrument;  that  he  would  not  disturb  one 
principle  which  it  contains :  and,  In  the  same 
strain  in  which  he  thus  addresses  us,  he  informs 
na  that  there  is  on  insaperable  objection  to 
the  plan  of  amendment  proposed,  oecanse  a 
portion  of  a  certain  description  of  popnlation, 
negro  slaves,  in  the  Bonthera  and  Western 
States,  will  be  represented  in  this  election. 
Now,  sir,  by  the  present  ooulitntion,  for  which 
the  gentleman  professes  such  great  reverence, 
and  woold  not  alter  or  amend  it  in  any  particu- 
lar, three-fifths  of  this  populaUon  are  repre- 
sented in  the  election.  By  tne  proposed  amend* 
ment,  they  are  only  represented.  The  amend- 
ment does  not  propose  to  disturb  this  prinuple, 
but  leaves  it  precisely  upon  the  ground  where 
it  is  placed  ny  the  present  ooiutitutloo.  So 
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tint  it  was  whollj  nnaTailable,  and  I  muBt  bej, 
mmeceflBarr,  to  bring  up  this  qaestion  in  order 
to  aacwtaiu  the  oompantive  morita  of  tbe 
pmcnt  oonatitntion,  and  the  propoeed  amend- 
jneDt.   I  luiTe  regrrtted  Mueeduif^y,  air,  that 
Kttody  any  nl^ect  of  Mowral  onuem  can  be 
iptaled  here,  withoot  iMTing  thb  nnfoitniiate 
5Dl;}ect  of  davoTf  tither  oculatwvlly,  or  ind- 
dentally,  brought  into  view,  and  made  to  mingle 
in  oar  dfi]ib«niitl(»t&   It  is  a  sabject  of  peoaliar 
^Aeacy ;  bat,  as  it  has  been  notioed  npon  this 
oecaBioQ,  not  (mly  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Tork,  bat  likewiae  by  the  gentleman  from 
"MawMfbnBettt^  (Ur.  EtkbxttO  and  the  gentle- 
man from  ConneoUoat,  (Hr.  broxBSOLL,)  safier 
me  to  flay  a  word  or  two  in  reply.   When  this 
country  became  free  and  independent,  this 
species  of  popnlatlon  was  foond  amongst  us. 
tthad  been  entailed  open  as  by  onr  anoestor& 
and  ma  Tiewed  as  aoommoneril ;  not  confined 
to  Om  looili^  where  it  waa^  bat  aflMliig  the 
whole  naUott.  Some  of  the  States  which  then 
poascfloed  it  hare  rinoe  gotten  dear  of  it :  they 
were  s  ^tedes  <^  property  that  differed  from  ^ 
other:  tiiey  were  rational;  they  were  human 
beiogsL   la  fixing  the  principle  of  representa- 
tion, it  was  tfaooipit  right,  by  the  'framera  of 
tbe  coQstitation,  that  they  shonld  at  least  be 
in  part  represented.   And,  aooordiogly,  three- 
fiAhs  oi  them  are  to  be  represented ;  bat,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  are  to  be  represented, 
this  pTDTision  is  incorporated  into  tbe  oonstita- 
tion:     Bepresentatives  and  direct  taxes  shall 
be  wKirtifMied  amongst  tbe  aevenl  States 
widen         be  indoded  within  this  Union, 
aoMwding  to  their  re^Motive  mimbwi."  II 
tb«r  are  to  be  represented  thm,  direct  taxes  are 
to  be  paid  according  to  Uiat  representatioD, 
whenever  tbe  emergeocies  of  tbe  Gtovenmient 
Teqnre  it.   And  when  the  dark  doad  of  war 
hoTcn ,  in  your  horizon ;  when  a  foreign  foe 
inradfls  your  coontry;  when  yoor  finances  are 
d«anged;  when  money,  in  the  estimation  of 
some  the  anews  of  war,  most  be  raised ;  when, 
in  order  to  raise  it,  direct  taxation  must  be 
resorted  to;  and  when,  sir,  oonvoitions  are 
held,  in  some  sections  of  the  Union,  to  thwart 
tbe  operations  of  the  Goremment,  and  for  pur- 
poses beat  known  to  their  members ;  when  the 
nOitia,  in  other  seotions  of  tbe  Union,  are 
withhdd  ftom  thepaUic  Stfvloe — do  onr  neigh- 
im  commiserate  onr  ooadltion;  do  ^ey 
empathize  with  as,  and  say,  we  are  oppressed 
wifii  nnneoeesaiy  burdens  because  we  are  re- 
onind  to  ray  taxes  for  this  speciee  of  popnla- 
btk»:f   Mo,  sir,  it  is  all  right  then.   Do  we 
complain,  sir,  that  wo  are  thus  required  to  pay 
taxes  for  them  ?   No,  edr,  we  do  it  cheo^lly, 
and  without  a  munnur.   I  hope,  therefore,  that 
tins  unpleasant  subject,  not  involved  in  the 
remotest  degree^  in  the  great  quesUons  under 
eonridertttion,  may  be  suffered  to  rest   I  should 
not  liave  noticed  it,  if  it  had  not  been  freqaently 
adverted  to  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me. 
I  hope,  sir,  X  shall  be  pardoned  for  the  digression, 
^noihtf  srgnment  of  the  gentleman  fimn 


[H.  w  B. 

New  York  is,  that,  in  all  deotions,  the  minority 
have  no  rights,  and  mnst  snbrnlt;  that  in  an 
election  by  his  favorite  system — the  general 
ticket — ^the  minority  of  a  State  have  no  rights,' 
and  must  submit;  aad  he  instances  the  election 
of  a  Govemor  of  a  State  by  the  people  of  the 
State,  in  whkh  case,  he  says,  the  minority  hare 
no  rights  and  must  submit.  Sir,  the  distract 
prop<^tion  that  a  minority  shall  prevail,  and  a 
minori^  snbmit,  is  not  controverted ;  but  the 
and(^  of  tbe  genUeman  is  an  onfortonate  one ; 
all  reasoning  from  analogy  is  dangerous,  and 
apt  to  lead  into  error.  A  case  more  andogons 
to  the  question  we  are  now  oonddering,  would 
have  been,  that  tbe  Governor  of  a  State,  elected 
by  tbe  people,  does  not  receive  the  ananimons 
and  undivided  vote  of  every  oonnty  in  whidi 
he  happens  to  receive  a  minority. 

Mother  argument  I  shall  bri^y  notice.  The 
genUeman  tmnks  that,  by  the  seaeral  ticket 
system,  his  old  friend  in  f^mer  day^  tiie  Oa»- 
cut,  would  be  much  eader  cmshea  and  pqt 
down,  at  the  centre  of  the  State,  than  thirty- 
dx  oanoosea  scattered  over  thirty-dx  districts, 
in  the  State.  Sir,  upon  the  sabjeot  of  canciues, 
I  kiow,  an  honest  oifibrence  of  opinion  exists. 
For  myself  I  have  never  entertamed  bat  one 
o^rinion  upon  this  sabjeot.  I  had  tbe  honor,  in 
the  ZjefpBlatare  of  my  own  State,  to  record  my 
vote  in  Bupport  of  those  reeolations  against^ 
a  canous,  which  prodnoed  so  much  excitement,  ^ 
and  led  to  so  much  discusdon,  in  the  pablio 
Journals  of  the  country,  some  two  or  three 
years  ago.  t  have  seen  no  reason  to  ehaoge 
that  opinioD.  I  oannot  subscribe  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  gentieman  from  Yirginia,  (Kr.  Abohxb,) 
that  tiiere  most  be,  in  every  State,  some  leading 
poMoians,  who  control  and  dictate,  and  give 
tone  to  public  SMitiment  I  bdieve  that  the 
people,  if  left  untrammelled  by  this  compli- 
cated machinery  of  a  cancos,  are  competent 
to  act  for  themselves;  but,  at  the  same  time 
that  I  entertain  these  opinions,  I  do  not  pro- 
scribe othm  who  entertdn  different  ones. 

Bat,  dr,  another  objection,  made  not  only  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  but  by  others 
who  have  engaged  in  this  discuBsioD,  is  one  very 
important  in  its  character,  and  shoqld  be 
matnrdy  considered.  It  la,  that  the  plan  of 
amendment  proposed,  interferee  with  State 
rwhto^  and  tends  to  oonsolidation  of  the  people 
of  the  Union.  Sir,  no  man  deprecates  more 
than  I  do,  any  violation  of  rights  secured  to 
the  States  by  tbe  Federd  Gonstitatioa:  no 
gentieman  upon  this  floor  will,  upon  dl  occa- 
d(»B,  more  pertinadously  guard  agdnst  the 
yawning  gulf  of  consolidation :  and,  if  I 
should  foresee  or  apprehend  that  tbe  plan  of 
amendment  proposed,  would  have  any  sach 
tendency,  with  all  my  convictions  of  its  impor- 
tance, I  dionld  pause  and  hesitate  before  I  acted. 
I  would  in  no  instance,  knowingly,  have  an 
agency  in  produdng  such  effects.  But,  sivj  I 
can  see  no  such  danger;  the  district  system 
has.  to  my  mind,  a  directiy  contMiy,  a 
diffiidog  tendou^.    The  argument  oS  tditf 
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boDorable  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina 
(Mr.  HoDdtfix)  apon  this  part  of  the  saUeot, 
has  not  been  met  in.  debate;  it  bu  not  been 
^approached  in  a  Mr,  open,  and  statesmanlike 
manner}  it faaabeeneraded:  andlom'freeto 
■ay  that,  to  my  mind,  it  ia  nnaoaverable.  By 
this  plan  yon  propose  not  to  take  the  power  tn 
eleotioff  the  Frenoent  from  the  States,  and  to 
Test  itln  the  General  Goremment,  bat,  on  the 
contrary,  yon  propose  to  take  the  continftent 
power  of  electing  the  President  and  Vice 
Freddent  from  Oongresa,  and  to  give  it  to  the 
people  of  tbe  States.  Are  jon  prodacing  con- 
solidation, or  interfering  with  State  rights,  when 
yon  do  not  propose  to  accnmulate  more  power 
to  yooraelTes,  bnt  to  divest  jourselves  of  a  part 
of  the  power  which  yon  possess,  and  to  vest  it 
in  the  people  of  the  States  f  Sir,  when  I  n>eak 
of  State  nc^its^  I  mean,  as  I  imderstana  the 
constitntiou  to  mean,  not  the  rights  of  the  £x- 
ecntiTes  of  the  fiti^es,  not  the  rights  of  the 
Representatives  in  Congress  from  the  States,  not 
the  rigbta  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  bat 
I  mean  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  States. 
The  EzecatireB,  and  Legialatores,  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Oonffress,  of  the  States,  are  the 
pnblic  servants  and  fnnctionaries  of  the  people 
of  the  States,  and  can  have  no  rights  contra- 
disttngnished  from  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
the  States. 

V  Does  the  plan  of  amendment  proposed,  take 
from  title  large  States  any  of  their  rights  ?  No; 
on  the  contrary,  it  gives  to  the  people  of  every 
portion  ctf  snob  Btatea,  the  power  ^  being  heant 
and  felt  in  the  etoction.  It  takes  from  tbdr 
servants  in  the  Legislature,  it  is  troe,  the  power 
of  suppressing  the  voice  of  the  minority  in  the 
State,  hj  the  operations  of  the  general  ticket 
system,  or  bj  tne  election  o(  electors  by  the 
Le^slature ;  but  it  ^ves  the  power  which  it 
tbns  takes  from  th«r  servants,  which  may  be, 
and  is  often  abused,  not  to  the  Federal  Oov- 
emment,  bnt  to  the  people  of  tbose  States  them- 
selves. Does  the  plan  of  amendment  take  from 
the  small  States  any  of  their  rights  f  No ;  it 
is  not  conceived  that  the  capridous,  interested, 
or  arbltraiy  oi^on  of  a  ringle  membw  of  Oon- 
gress  on  this  floor,  when  the  election  devolves 
upon  the  Honae,  oonatitntes  a  State  right,  by 
which  I  mean  Ibe  right  of  the  people  ^  the 
State.  The  vote  of  the  State  majr  be  given  by 
the  Representative  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
yilt  of  the  people  of  the  State ;  and  enterti^n- 
ing  the  opimon,  as  some  profess  to  do,  that  the 
Beprcsentative,  when  the  election  comes  here, 
is  cooatituted  an  elector,  and  an  umpire  by  the 
constitution,  to  act  according  to  bis  own  will, 
regardless  of  the  wishes  of  bis  constituents; 
and,  judging  from  past  events,  is  it  not  most 
likely  that  the  votes  of  the  small  States  will 
generally  depend  upon  the  accidental  opinion 
of  the  Representative?  That  opinion  may, 
and  often  will,  misrepresent  the  wishes  of  tha 
people  of  the  State,  by  giving  the  votes  of  the 
State  agiunst  thmr  will.  Ihis  ideal,  and  con- 
tingent rights  then,  supposed  to  be  vested  in  | 
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the  small  States,  is  more  in  the  name  than  in 
the  substance.  Does  the  proposed  plan  <3t 
amendment  interfere  with  the  two  Sectoral 
votes  in  each  State,  predicated  np<m  the  fed- 
erative character  of  the  Senate,  and  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  State?  Does  it  take  from  the 
States  the  power  of  prescribing  the  qualifioa- 
tions  of  voters  in  each  State  I  No ;  nor  doea  it 
disturb  or  interfere  with  any  otiier  of  the  rights 
reserved  to  the  States,  Another  argument  was 
nsed,  sir,  if  a^nment  it  may  be  oalled,  by  the 
honorable  member  from  tussacbuBetts,  (Mr. 
EvxBKTT,)  whicli  struck  my  mind,  on  account 
of  its  novelty,  with  peculiar  surpriae.  That 
fatmorable  gentleman,  with  all  his  classical  and 
political  learning,  in  his  zeal  to  oppose  all 
amendment  to  the  constitution  at  iKu  time,  and 
search  out  all  the  possible  reasons  that  conld 
exist  against  it,  inristed,  before  the  oommittoe, 
that  any  attempt  to  propose  amendments  to 
the  oonstitntion  was  nnoonstitnUtmaL  Tfaathe 
gentieman  serious  in  this  pnerile  oonoeptionf 
He  told  us  we  had  taken  an  oath  to  support  the 
constitution,  and  can  we,  said  he,  propose  to 
amend  or  alter  it  without  violating  that  oath  ? 
And  he  amused  ns,  too,  sir,  in  illastration  of 
his  views  upon  this  part  of  the  sutrject,  with  a 
hypothetical  case,  in  which  he  figured  to  us,  that 
if  be  should  meet  my  honorable  friend  from 
South  Carolina  Hlfr.  HoDdvfib)  in  the  gallery 
of  the  House,  and  obtain  his  pledge  to  support, 
apon  the  flocv,  a  favorite  measure  of  Us  which 
is  nnooiutitatlonal,  would  he,  (Mr.  UoDomi,) 
said  the  hounable  gentleman,  do  so,  i^  <ni  to- 
fleotion,  he  found  it  to  be  nnoonstitntional  V 

Bnt  we  are  admonished  by  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  amendment,  that  we  ^ould  be  cautiow 
in  touching  this  charter  of  our  liberties — the 
constitution-— lest,  in  attempting  to  amend  it 
we  sboold  make  it  worse.  Sir,  in  the  main, 
that  valued  instrument  is  without  a  parallu 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  and  speaks  its  own 
eul(^ ;  bnt  it  was  made  by  men,  and  man  and 
all  bis  works  are  imperfect  The  wise  framers 
of  that  instrument  well  knew,  that,  in  forming 
a  system  of  government  under  a  written  con- 
stitution, in  man^  of  its  features  unlike  any  that 
had  preceded  it,  m  any  age,  or  in  any  conntiy, 
that  difficnltiea.  then  unforeseen  by  them  might 
ooonr,  in  the  future  (^orations  of  the  ^atnn. 
So  sensible  were  they  that  it  was  not  the  work 
of  inspiration,  but  of  men,  that  it  might  be  \m- 
perfect,  and  fkil  in  some  of  its  important  opera- 
tions, that  they  wisely  incorporated  into  it  the 
method  of  its  own  amendment  And  I  appeal 
to  the  history  of  those  times,  to  know  whether 
the  constitution  would  ever  have  been  ratified 
by  the  States,  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  very 
article  that  made  provision  for  its  own  amend- 
ments ;  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  hope  andoon> 
fident  expectation  that  fatnre  amendments 
would  be  made  I  In  many  of  the  StJttes  that 
did  ratify  it.  dedaratoiy  amendments  were 
recommended  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  consti- 
tution. Yirgiiua,  Kassachuaetts,  New  Tork, 
South  Carolina,  and  some  others  that  did  ratify 
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it,  at  the  time  of  ratificatioii,  proposed  that 
imoidiiieats  ahonld  be  made.  North  Oarolma, 
tiM  State  from  wUch  mj  honorable  fiiend  be- 
ton  me  Qli.  S^tmoKBs)  ooraea,  who  has  ably 
addressed  the  committee  upon  this  sabject,  and 
the  State  of  mj  nativity,  was  among  the  last  to 
come  into  the  Union.  She,  too,  paused,  and 
hesitated,  and  doubtedf  bat  was  iiltimat«lr  in- 
duced, "by  this  Tery  dlwiae,  to  rati^  it;  ana  she, 
too,  proposed  Moendmenta.  And  bare  not  sal- 
utaiy  ameadmenta  been  made  to  the  original 
oonstatatioQ,  as  reported  by  the  convention,  ai^ 
ratified  b;-  the  Stateaf  At  the  ant  OongxasB 
held  imdcr  ibe  omstitation,  twelve  addioonal 
■rtadea  were  proposed  to  the  Stttteafor  ratifioa- 
ti<Hi,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  oonstita- 
tion.  Ten  of  them  were  ratified  by  three-fourths 
of  the  States,  and  became  a  part  of  the  oonsti- 
tation,  and  now  constitnte  yoor  bill  of  rights, 
and  secore  to  the  citizen  some  of  his  most  im- 
porant  privil^es  and  rights.  At  the  third  Con- 
gress held  mider  the  constitntaon,  an  additional 
article:,  in  relation  to  the  soability  of  States  by 
the  citizeDs  of  another  State,  or  th»  subjects  of 
a  foreign  State  or  power,  was  snbmitted  by  the 
States  for  ratification,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  constitntiDn ;  it  wss  sabseqaentiy  rati- 
fied by  thrse-foortha  <tf  the  States,  and  became 
a  part  <^  the  omistifeBtioii. 

AAer  the  celebrated  contest  of  1801,  betwem 
ICr  Jefferson  and  Aaron  Bnrr,  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  had  demonstrated  the  defective  pro- 
visions of  the  then  oonstitntion,  in  rdation  to 
the  Section  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
another  amendment  was  proposed  by  Congress 
to  the  States  for  ratification,  to  avoid  the  re- 
eorrence  of  a  nmilar  difficulty.   The  amend- 
uent  thus  proposed  was  promptly  ratified,  and 
became  a  part  of  the  constitution.   All  tiiese 
anmidmentB  have  bera  made  to  the  original 
oooMttotion,  as  framed  by  the  convention. 
IVom  that  period  to  the  present,  no  other 
amendment  aas  been  made;  but  as  we  have 
grown  older  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Govwn- 
ment ;  as  we  have  witiieesed  its  practical  ope- 
rations, ve  have  leanied  from  experience  its 
de&da.    And,  dr,  though  I  reverence  its 
framen^  and  uiank  my  God  tliat  my  destiny 
IkSB  been  cast  in  a  country  governed  under  the 
auld,  free,  and  happy  aospioes  of  this  oonstitu- 
tioQ ;  though  I  rejoice  that  I  live  in  a  country 
where  the  trembling  snl^ect  does  not  bow 
sabmisuvely  at  the  throne  of  power,  but  in  a 
ooontry  where  all  are  equal ;  yet  I  cannot  be 
Mind  to  its  defects;  I  cannot  idolize  it.   I  be- 
lieve that  it  has  wholly  failed  in  this  important 
particolar — the  election  of  a  President;  that 
an  evil  exists  ia.  this  part  of  the  system ;  and 
I  beUeve  that  the  plan  of  amendment  proposed, 
affords  the  remedy,  imd,  therefore,  I  have  given 
it  ny  fiaeble  snpport. 
On  motion  of  Kr.  Pxabok,  the  committee 

DitnuU  Swamp  Canal. 
An  cngroflied  bill  "  to  aatiiorize  the  sab- 
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scriptitm     stock  in  the  Dismal  Swamp  Oanal 

Company  "  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Hatdbn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nay9 
on  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
the  call  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  PowzLL  Bsid  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
had  been  ordered  upon  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill ;  and  that  oonsequently  it  was  not  ex- 
pected they  woold  be  again  required  at  this 
time.  For  the  purpose  of  giving  every  gentle- 
man an  opportonity  of  voting  upon  the  biU,  he 
moved  for  a  call  of  the  Hoose.  This  motion 
was  mot  agreed  to. 

ICr.  UAHauK  said,  this  biU  involTed  a  nil>- 
ject  of  great  impcKtanoe,  and  as  the  yeas  and 
na^  had  been  ordered,  he  wished  every  mem- 
ber to  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  on  it; 
and  with  that  view,  wished  that  the  bill  mi^t 
be  permitted  to  lie  on  the  table  until  to-mor- 
row, as  the  House  waa  now  not  full.  The  vote 
on  the  bill,  on  Satard^,  was  looked  upon  as 
the  trium}^  of  certain  principles,  and  was  ex- 
oltingly  held  op  as  suim  by  certain  prints  in 
this  city.  Mr.  M.  therefore  wished  the  sraise 
of  the  House  to  be  fully  expressed  on  the  ques- 
tion, tiiat  every  member  might  toe  the  mark ; 
and  to  afford  all  of  them  this  opportonity,  he 
moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  also  n^atived— ayes  69, 
noes  94. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill  by  yeas  and  uyrs,  auddeoidedin  the 
affirmative — yeas  103,  nays  7S. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  oonourrenoe. 

And  the  Honae  acyoamed. 


TuiSDAT,  HaitA  14. 
Jmendmmt  qf  the  Oon^ituUm. 

The  Hoose  tiien  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
OfHomittee  of  the  Vhole,  Mr.  MaLajn,  of  DeL, 
in  the  cihai^  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  MoOuffd 
to  amend  the  onistitatioii,  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  Preeddent  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  PSABOi  rose,  and  addressed  the  com- 
mittee: The  qaestion  now  under  disouBn<Hi 
I  conrider  of  great  importance  to  the  small 
States,  and  to  none  more  than  the  small  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  r^resent ;  and  if, 
consequentiy,  I  shoold  ask  lor  all  the  in- 
dulgence that  has  been  given  to  others,  would 
my  request  be  an  unreasonable  one  t  Pardon 
me,  then,  for  the  little  time  I  shall  consume  in 
contending,  pro  oris  at  /oeit,  for  the  righta  and 
interests,  political  force  and  power,  of  the  small 
States— for  those  rights,  without  the  exennse 
and  enjoyment  of  whicn,  they  woold  become 
political  raphers,  without  weight,  and  without 
mfloence. 

I  wiU,  in  the  first  place,  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  toe  propositions  that  have 
been  submitted,  twenty-one  in  number,  all 
differing  in  some  reu>ects,  to  show  that,  if 
amendments  are  oalled  for,  there  are  but  fear 


DEBATBS  OF  OONOBESS. 

Ammdmem  ofiko  CflaMAsCLpn, 


Digitized  by  Google 


so 


ABBIDGHENT  07  THB 


B.  or  B.] 

in  this  House  who  can  tdl  what  they  are,  or 
how  the;-  should  be  made.  If,  ander  aoj  cir- 
oomstaooea.  Mr.  Gbiurmati,  smendmeotB  were, 
or  would  be  neoeaaary,  (and  I  do  not  think 
they  would  be  under  any,}  I  should  contend, 
that  existing  dronmstances  and  the  present 
time,  would  not  Jasti:^  anj  amendment  what- 
erer.  It  appears  to  me  that  many  of  the  pro- 
positiooB  have  grown  oat  of  the  late  Presiden- 
tial election,  and  they  are  made  in  reference  to 
another  election,  and,  perhaps,  to  the  election 
of  a  particular  oandidate ;  they  are  predicated 
tipon  tiie  supposed  existence  of  an  evil,  as  to 
-which  there  are,  in  the  minds  of  many,  very 
serioos  donbts,  and,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
tiie  evil  has  existed,  nothmg  will  satisfy  gen- 
tiemen  bat  an  emenoment  to  the  oonstitation. 
Propositions  of  this  kind,  oreiUed  or  prodnoed 
by  these  imaginary  enla,  are  not  new  in  the 
ffistory  til  oor  GoTemment;  they  were  an- 
ticipated by  the  framers  of  the  oonstitation,  and 
were  guarded  ag^nst,  aa  &r  as  those  Tenerable 
aages  roand  it  expedient  to  gnard  against  them. 

Hoice,  that  wise  and  salutary  feature  in  the 
oonstitation,  requiring  two-thirds  of  both  Houses 
of  Oongress  to  pn^Mwe  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution, and  requinng  all  amendments,  thus 
proposed,  to  be  ratified  by  the  Legislatnres  of 
three-fourths  of  the  several  Stetee,  before  such 
amendments  would  become  a  part  of  the  oon- 
rtitution.  Sir,  it  was  never  intended  that  the 
OMutitntion  should  be  aflboted  by  erwy  wind ; 
that  it  shonld  become  the  vpott  of  tiie  whim, 
oaprioc^  or  pasrion,  of  eveiy  disoontented 
indiridnal,  or  every  man  who  fancied  hfanself 
aggrieved  or  injured.  There  will  be  found 
men  enough  in  every  country,  who  will  fancy 
themselves  injured,  and,  to  gratify  them,  the 
coostitutiou  most  be  altered  At  a  critical 
period  in  the  history  of  our  country,  when  tiie 
late  war  bore  hard  upon  the  people  in  that 
seotion  of  country  from  which  I  come,  tiie 
Legislatures  of  several  States  appointed  dele- 
gates to  meet  at  a  place  in  Oonneoticat,  render- 
ed memorable  hr  their  meeting.  Those  dele- 
gates reoommended  to  the  several  States  the 
propriety  of  propo^g  such  amendments  to  the 
oonstitation,  as  wonltf  prohibit  Oongress  from 
pasnng  any  law  lading  an  embargo  for  any 
period  longer  than  sixty  days.  Near  this  time, 
the  people  of  Kentucky,  dissatisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  one  of  their  senators,  who  voted 
against  the  late  war,  the  Lc^idature  of  that 
State  proposed  such  alterations  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  as  would  reduce 
the  term  of  a  Senator  in  Oongress  to  four 
years ;  and  the  people  of  Tennessee,  who  act 
with  unusual  despatch,  in  peace  and  war, 
actuated,  perhaps,  by  similar  motives,  the 
Legislature  cf  that  State  proposed  amenmients 
to  the  constitution,  which  passed  both  branches, 
with  only  iHx  dissenting  rcnoes,  fixing  the 
senatorial  term  at  three  years.  Suppose  these 
varioos  propodtions  had  been  attended  to; 
■appose  all  the  propoedtions  to  amend  the 
Gonfltitati<m  that  have  been  nud6|  since  its 


[Much;  1826. 

adoption,  had  been  followed  up  with  actual 
amendments,  what  would  our  constitution  now 
have  been  I  Gherish  this  spirit  of  innovatiMi. 
this  dispo^ticai  to  make  the  eonstitntion  bend 
to  all  the  grieranoes  that  scnne  men  Bap|KMe 
oist,  and  what  wiU  our  mmstitotion  be  m  a 
few  years  to  comet  A  Jfiwois  pavement,  in 
truth ;  here  a  piece  of  white  stone,  and  there 
a  piece  of  black. 

So  far  as  relates  to  the  propositions  now 
under  discussion,  I  have  not  heard  any  call 
from  the  people,  that  ought  to  be  heeded  or 
r^arded.  The  resolations  adopted  by  the 
L^^slatnre  of  Tennessee,  have  not  yet  been  con- 
curred in  by  a  single  State.  The  Kew  York 
Legislature,  as  well  as  that  of  Massachusetts, 
have  reported  agtdnst  them.  Neither  South 
Oarolina  nor  Qeor^  has  taken  any  order  upon 
them ;  and  if  any  State  has,  it  is  unknown  to 
me.  Yet,  from  the  tenor  oT  the  remarica  of 
some  gentlemeu,  who  have  addreved  the  com- 
mittee, one  would  be  led  to  believe  that  the 
people  were  ripe  for  revolt,  or,  to  use  the 
quoted  language  of  the  gentleman  frvm  Ten 
nessee,  (Mr.  PolkO  were  ready  "  to  cry  aloud, 
and  spare  not"  Yet  the  people,  who  are  able, 
through  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States, 
to  do,  in  effect,  what  we  are  called  upon  to  do 
for  them,  are  peaceable,  quiet,  contented,  and 
satisfied.  When  they  are  diasatisfied,  I  have 
no  doubt  we  diall  hear  from  them,  and  they 
will  be  listened  to.  I  hare  heard  of  three 
physicians,  who,  by  concert,  met  the  same  man 
at  different  jdooea  within  a  given  time,  each 
telling  hhn  that  he  was  unwell,  that  he  was 
daDeerouBly  ilL  and  who  succeeded  in  persuad- 
ing nim,  though  in  perfect  health,  that  he  was, 
in  fact,  dangerously  ilL  Do  gentiemen  look 
for  like  success  in  their  attempte  to  satisfy  the 
people  their  rights  are  sacrificed,  and  their 
liberties  in  danger  I  If  they  do,  they  will,  as 
I  apprehend,  be  disappointed.  There  is  yet 
left  too  much  virtue,  there  is  yet  remaining  too 
mnch  intelligence.  I  am,  Hr.  Ohairman, 
almost  prep^ed  to  say,  that  all  the  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  which  have  hitherto 
l>een  made,  were  unnecessary.  Perhaps  the 
11th  article,  relating  to  the  suability  of  States, 
was  necessary;  but  the  ten  ]n«oeding  ones  are, 
as  so  many  dedarabKy  aots,  a  Mil  of  rights,  aa 
enumeration  of  rights  reserved,  but  the  resem- 
tion  of  which  did  not  depend  upon  the  ennmera- 
tion  of  them.  They  are,  in  fact,  like  the  pro- 
positions of  my  honorable  friend  from  Mossa- 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Bailbt,)  giving.to  Oon^^  the 
power  to  make  roads,  to  cut  and  coustraot 
canals,  when  a  large  majority  of  this  House 
have  no  doubt  Congress  aas  now  this  power, 
and  when  a  large  majority  of  the  nation  is  as 
well  satisfied  as  to  tne  poww  of  Oongres^  as 
this  House  is. 

I  oome,  now,  rir,  to  the  amendment  of  the 
constitntion,  wmoh  was  made  in  180^^  relative 
to  the  election  of  Pre^oit  and  Vice  neaident. 
This  was  the  remit  of  a  supposed  evil  manifest- 
ed in  the  eleotifHi  of  Ur.  itftbnmf  in  1801. 
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If  nnmerooa  ballotiiiss  were  evils,  thej  were 
indeed  manifeeted;  bat  those  kind  of  evils 
exist  in  all  oiir  State  LegisU^es,  in  the  elec- 
tUBi  of  Senators  to  Congreaa,  as  well  as  in  the 
decdon  of  other  offioers.   Similar  evils  exist  in 
•n  the  Eastern  States,  where,  in  qnestaons  sab- 
mitted  to  the  people,  n^jorities  are  neoeasarf 
to  ft  chcdoe:  otit|  with  a  fiiU  knowledge  <^ 
tbem,  and  ute  oonseqaent  inooSTei^enoe  and 
delay  growing  ont  of  them,  the  people  of  the 
Hew  Englaiul  States  have  always  sabmitted 
to  them.   In  the  FresideDtial  election  referred 
to,  no  one  will  contend  that  the  people's  ohoioe 
was  not  elected  by  the  House  of  Kepresentar 
tivea,  and  that,  if  a  minority  Preffldent  was 
sabaeqDently  elected,  a  m^onty  Premdent  was 
at  that  period  chosen.   Bat,  sir,  in  r^arding 
too  mnen  the  inoonvoiience  of  that  electioiL 
and  applying  a  remedy  to  it — an  alteration  of 
the  Ckuudtotion  of  the  XFnited  States — I  am 
ipprelMiunTe  the  ririita  of  the  nnaU  States 
were  inyaded,  the  raleots  of  which  were  not 
foreaeen,  but  will  hereafter  be  aerioDaly  felt ; 
and  that  all  the  atnall  States  which  voted  for 
that  amendment  were  iroilty  of  a  soitadal  act ; 
an  act  which  divested  uiem  of  one-half  of  their 
force  and  political  power;  and,  adopt  the  pro- 
posed amendments,  they  will  have  bat  a  very 
IkUe,  if  any,  left.   It  will  be  conceded,  that 
the  small  States  have  a  contingent  power,  and 
p(^tical  force,  valaable  to  them  as  members 
of  the  Confederacy,  whenever  the  election  of 
President  devolves  apon  the  House  of  Repre- 
Bottatives ;  and  any  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tation  which  takes  away  tiiis  contingent 
power,  ot  renders  the  enrase  of  it  leaa  tn- 
qoent,  afi^ots  the  rights  of  those  States  which 
an  benefited  Igr  the  exerdae  of  It.  Then  the 
q«8tk»  recnn^  was  the  election  more  liable 
to  come  to  the  House,  previous  to  the  amend- 
ment of  IBM,  than  it  now  is  f   If  it  was,  then 
the  alteration  or  amendment  was  one  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  small  States, 
But  this  is  not  all:  that  amendment  took  from 
the  small  States  an  influence  in  the  primary 
election,  which  tbey'mi^t  have  exercised,  and 
which  they  cannot  now  exercise.    Prior  to 
that  amendmentj  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  by 
faer  Tote  .alone  in  the  primary  election,  might 
have  elected  the  Prendent^  or  muht  have  de- 
tcnnined  which  of  the  two  eandidatee  voted 
tar,  for  the  FreiUeBey  and  "Vloe  Frendenc^, 
■hould  be  the  Preddent;  and  in  the  election 
of  1800,  If  the  enght  votes  of  South  Oandina 
bad  been  given  to  the  fedentl  candidates, 
Adams  uid  I^(^ey,  (and  it  was  sapposed 
they  wonld  have  be^)  Rhode  Island  would 
have  elected  the  Presidents  inasmuch  as  Mr. 
Adams  received  one  more  of  the  electoral  votes 
of  that  State,  than  General  Picckney.  The 
committee  wiU  indulge  me  while  I  read  one  or 
two  extracts  from  the  speech  of  tiie  late  Gov- 
ernor Ghiswold,  of  Gonneoticat,  on  the  amend- 
ment of  1804: 

"Hie  CoDstitation  of  the  tTiiited  States  la  a 
ca^aet  ftimed  by  the  aavaral  Stotesi  to  and  tm 


the  general  good.  It  is  well  known  to  have  beea 
produced  by  a  siarit  of  compromise  unoQ^  the 
sevenl  States;  that  nneh  djjEaculty  arose  lo  its 
formation;  and  perttaps  in  no  one  article  of  the 
constitaUon  conld  have  aiiaen  greater  Jesloosles  be* 
tireen  Uie  larger  and  snuJler  States,  than  that 
pointingoQt  the  mode  of  eleotiDg  the  Chief  Vagis- 
trste.  The  larger  States,  as  is  oatoral  to  suppose, 
would  contend  for  an  election  according  to  the 
nnmber  of  inhabitants  in  each  State,  as  they  tiieie- 
by  would  secure  more  votes ;  tiie  smaller  States,  on 
the  principle  that  it  was  a  conft deration  of  Sti^ea, 
would  contend  for  an  equal  vote ;  that  is,  to  vote 
hj  States,  and  not  by  population  or  aumben.  To 
settle  the  difBcnlty,  the  preBCDt  article  was  agreed 
to,  and  theiebj  both  of  the  above  prindplea,  as 
contended  for  by  the  larger  and  smaller  BUtea, 
adopted  to  a  certain  eatent;  the  node  baiug  a 
mixture  of  both  principles.  Eirst,  it  permits  the 
election  of  Premdent  to  be  by  numbers;  that  is, 
giving  each  State  votes  In  proportion  to  its  popu- 
lation; whereby  tiie  larger  States,  considered  in 
their  corporate  capacity  as  States,  have  the  advan- 
tage of  the  amaDer  States,  In  their  corporate  ca- 
pacity as  States.  But,  in  caae  of  a  failure  of  choice 
in  the  first  mode,  then  the  second,  of  ehooshig  by 
States,  is  to  be  pursued,  whereby  the  smaller  Statea 
have  an  equal  vote  with  the  larger  States. 

"  In  no  other  pkce  than  on  this  floor,  are  the 
smaller  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  larger 
States,  in  the  choice  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

"  It  f^Aows,  then,  of  course,  that  the  greater  the 
chance  of  bihi^g  the  Statea  to  a  vote  on  tUa 
floor,  the  more  advantageons  it  is  to  the  smaller 
States ;  as,  here,  the  smuler  States  are  as  powerful 
as  the  larger  States.  By  the  ctmstitution,  as  it  now 
stands,  there  are  two  chances  for  a  choice  of  Presi- 
dent on  this  floor :  1st,  when  there  are  more  per> 
sons  than  one  who  have  a  consUtuUonal  minority 
of  votes,  and  are  equal  in  number ;  Sd,  when  there 
is  no  person  who  has  a  constitutional  minority. 
Only  one  of  the  above  cases  can  happen  at  a  time; 
but  there  Is  always  a  chance  for  one  of  the  two  to 
happen.  But,  by  the  proposed  amendment,  the 
first  beforementioned  chance  can  never  happen ;  it 
is  wholly  taken  away,  and  only  one  posriUe  chance 
of  voting  on  this  flow  by  States  is  left ;  for,  wkea 
your  b^ota  designate  who  Is  votad  for  aa  PresI* 
dent,  it  can  never  happen  that  more  persons  than 
oue  can  have  a  constitutional  minority  of  votea. 
One  chance,  then,  of  voting  on  this  floor  by  States 
being  taken  away,  by  the  proposed  amen^ent,  it 
follows,  irresistibly,  that  the  smaller  States  will  be 
injured,  and  the  larger  States  benefited. 

**  The  present  mode  for  bringing  forward  candi- 
dates for  the  office  of  Fretident  and  Vice  Preddent 
is  the  least  liable  to  call  forth  art.  Intrigue,  and 
cormption ;  the  uncertainty  of  the  event,  and  tiie 
dilBcQlty  of  maldng  arran^ments,  are  strong 
checln  to  the  artful  and  designing.  But,  the  mo- 
ment the  mode  p(riated  out  by  uiis  resolution  is 
adopted,  the  door  for  intrigue  and  comiptioa  la 
open;  the  candidates  and  their  friends  can  oalen- 
lata  wlti^  eertdoty,  and  apply  the  means  Areet; 
the  power  of  party.  Influence  of  olBee,  art,  can* 
ning,  btrigue,  and  corruption,  will  all  be  used,  and 
used  to  efliect,  because  the  object  is  certdn." 

And  now,  He.  Chairman,  permit  me,  in  this 
itage  of  my  argmnent,  to  nonce  one  remaric  ct 
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tbe  hcHiorable  gentlenuui  from  Virginia,  who 
first  addreued  the  oommittee,  (Mr.  Abokeb,) 
that  the  election  of  President  by  the  Hoose  of 
Bepreaentatives  was  oonaidered,  hj  the  framera 
of  the  oonstitation,  as  a  mere  dernier  resort, 
and  one  vMdi  it  was  oilonlated  wonld  aeldom 
ooonr.  M  Xbo  constitotion  stood  before  1804, 
this  House  was  the  most  probable  resort  of 
eleotirai,  and  the  firamers  of  the  constitalion 
intmded  it  ahoold  be:  for  more  than  three 
months  and  a  hal^  out  of  the  fonr,  the  conven- 
tion  were  in  seenon,  they  steadil;^  and  aiuformly 
adhered  to  an  election  by  Congress,  and  voted 
down  every  form  of  propontion  which  serred 
to  take  it  from  Congress  and  give  it  to  the  peo- 
ple. I  will  not  read  tbe  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Oonvention  of  1787,  inasmaoh  as 
^ey  have  been  repeatedly  referred  to;  one  or 
two  of  these  extracts  will  suffice : 

"  Jon  a.— In  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  Hr.  Wil- 
aw,  of  PeDnsjrlTaniA,  mored  to  postpoae  Mr,  Ram- 
Dous's  motioii,  in  rdstion  to  the  Exeontive,  In  or- 
der to  take  up  his  motion,  to  ^ride  the  States  into 
districts,  for  tbe  choice  of  electors;  this  motion  was 
n^ktiTed ;  Teas,  Fennsylnnia  ud  Maryland,  New 
York  divided.  Nays,  MasBscbasetts,  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Yii^^nia,  North  CaroUna,  Bonth  Carolina, 
and  Qeorgia. 

"  It  was  then  roted,  that  the  Presid^  shoold  be 
diosen  hj  CoDgrass  lot  acTen  yean;  Yeas,  Muaa- 
ehna^w,  Oonnei^ent,  New  Tork,  Delaware,  Yir- 
rinla,  North  Carolina,  Sonth  Carolina,  Georgia. 
NaTs,  Pennsylrsnia,  Maryland. 

"Jen  19.— Tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  re- 
ported to  the  House  tbe  resolutiona  as  tgreed  to 
•-^bat  tbe  PresideDt  should  be  appointed  by  Con- 
gress, tu  saren  yean,  and  be  ineOfl^  a  second 
time. 

"  JvLT  17.— The  ninth  resolntion  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  bdng  onder  coo^deration,  it 
wss  moved  that  tbe  Fresidflot  should  be  a{^inted 
by  the  people,  and  not  by  Congress ;  Tea,  Peonayl- 
Tsnia.  Nays,  9.  It  was  then  mored  that  Iw  be 
chosen  by  electors  appdnted  by  tbe  State  L^sla- 
tnres ;  Tess,  Delawaie  and  Bbryland.  Nays,  8.  It 
was  then  voted,  wasiwBwfir,  that  the  rresideot 
dnaU  be  chosen  by  Congress." 

I  win  not,  Mr,  Ohairman,  detalnthe  commit- 
tee by  farther  reading  the  prooeedlngs  of 
Oonvention.  I  have  gone  far  enough  to 
ibow,  that  an  election  by  the  House  was  not 
to  tue  framers  of  the  constdtntion,  by  any 
means,  an  nnezpeoted  event.  And  I  think  I 
hsTC  now  shown,  that  the  amendment  of  1804 
was  an  invauon  of  the  rights  of  tbe  small 
States:  and,  if  they  are  stripped  of  one  right, 
and  divested  of  one  power  uler  another,  the 
time  will  soon  arrive,  when  they  will  have 
nothing  remaimng,  nothing  that  Is  worth  pos- 
sessing. If  the  fnndamentu  principles  of  Gov- 
enunent  are  to  be  changed  fw  "Ugat  and  tran- 
rient  oansea,**  what  goarantee  have  the  small 
States,  that  will  seoore  to  them  their  eqoal  rep- 
resentation in  the  other  brandi  of  the  Legisbt- 
torel  Already  we  are  threatened  with  a  oon- 
vention  of  the  people,  in  which  every  part  of 
the  oonstitidiiHi  can  be  altered! 
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I  will  now,  Kr.  Ohairman,  examine  the  dif- 
ferent modes  of  appointing  doctors.  '^£aoh 
State  shall  appoint,  m  snob  manner  as  the  Leg- 
ishitnre  thmof  may  direct,  a  nnmber  of  deo- 
tors,  equal  to  the  whole  nnmber  of  senators  and 
renvaentaUves  to  which  the  State  may  be  en- 
titled In  the  Oongresa."  This  is  evidently,  to 
my  mind,  a  State  right,  and  cannot  be  altwed 
witbont  impairing  the  rights  of  the  State. 
Many  bare  oontoided  that  the  State  Legisla- 
tures have  no  right  whatever  to  appoint  the 
eleotns,  and  that  tbe  ffamers  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion  never  intended,  never  contemplated,  snoh 
an  axtpointeient,  when,  at  the  first  election  of 
Preeidentj  the  electors  were  appointed  in  every 
State  in  the  Union,  with  the  exception  of  three, 
by  the  State  LegUdatores.  These  apix^tmeuts 
were  made  when  the  people  eoold,  and  no 
donbt  did,  avail  theniselTes  of  the  aid,  ooonsel, 
and  services,  of  tbe  fkvmers  of  Uke  oonslitution 
themselves.  The  Federalist  has  been  frequently 
resorted  to,  as  a  otmtemporaneona  exposition  ot 
the  eonstittition.  It  has  been  read  to  warrant, 
to  iUnstrate,  and  to  enforce,  every  argument 
that  has  been  made.  To  show  that  the  Stats 
Le^jslatnres  could  appoint  the  electors,  in  the 
opmion  of  Mi.  Madison,  although  this  mode  is 
not  with  me  a  favorite  one,  I  hope  to  be  in- 
dulged with  one  extract  from  No.  46,  page 
86S: 

"The  Stide  governments  may  be  regarded  ss 
constituent  and  essentisl  parts  of  tbe  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, whOst  tbe  kttn  Is  in  nowisa  eaenttal  to 

the  operatioQ  or  organixatimi  of  the  former.  With* 
out  ue  interrendon  of  tbe  State  LegisUtnree,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  elected 
at  aU;  they  must,  in  aii  case^  have  a  ^raot  <ikv«  in 
his  appointment,  and  will,  perhaps,  in  moM  catet,  of 

In  many  oases,  tbe  State  L^slatures  may 
appoint  the  electors  with  tbe  ibllest  approba- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  people:  in  some,  they 
would  be  warranted  in  making  the  appoint- 
ments from  expediency,  policy,  and  from  neces- 
rity.  Let  ns  advert  to  the  election  of  Washing- 
ton to  the  Presidency,  when  there  was  scared 
a  dissenting  vdoe,  or  one  raised  in  (mmsitioit 
to  him.  In  his  election,  was  the  apomtment 
of  tbe  electors  by  the  State  L^;islatnfea  an  en- 
croachment ^wn  tbe  riffhts  of  the  people? 
When  Mr.  Jefferson  wul  for  the  second  time, 
a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  there  was  hardfy 
an  organized  opposition  to  him,  and  In  many 
States  in  the  Union,  there  was  no  opposition. 
Under  such  circumstances,  was  the  exercise  of 
this  appointing  power  by  those  State  Legisla- 
tures wbo  thoogbt  proper  to  exercise  it,  an  in- 
vatiott  of  the  people's  rights?  There  are  cases, 
I  repeat,  in  which  the  exercise  of  this  power 
by  the  State  L^slatnrea  may  be  Justified  from 
neoesrity,  and  poliOT  also.  Take,  for  illnstra- 
tion,  the  case  of  a  State,  one-half  of  whieh,  in 
time  of  war,  is  in  the  possesion  of  tlie  enemy 
— this  may  be  considered  an  extreme  caae,  but 
it  was  the  situation  of  Hune  during  the  late  war 
— «i  election  by  districts  would  be  ia^netica 
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Ue;  and,  al^ongh  the  tenitory,  ia  the  poeaes- 
MA  of  tiw  enoDay  i&  finr  acnae  ponKMua,  eaur 
ddered  in  the  U|^t  of  •  iineiga  tennorx,  I 
gnttMnem,  if  the  deettnsi  votes  of  a  State  are 
to  be  eortailed  this  temporary  poaoeiid<»  \ 
If  urt,  thm,  ee  neatHxtaU^  the  I^giBlature  mnat 

Sipoint  We  leom  from  the  gentieman  from 
orth  Oarolina^  who  first  address^  the  oom- 
mittee,  (Mr.  BAUsmBS,)  that  the  LegulAtare  of 
that  fitate  once  exercised  tiiis  fl{)pomtuig  pow- 
er, and,  in  doing  so,  nobly  stutamed  Mr.  Madi- 
scKi.  Sir,  the  eaae  referred  to  that  faOQOTable 
gentleman,  is  a  oase  in  ptnnt,  to  show  that  it  is 
sometimes  eipedieat,  and  may  be  good  policy, 
for  State  Leg^elatareB  to  exercise  this  power. 
Ihe  ease  refined  to,  was  t»ie  during  the  late 
war;  and  emMiatMfu  were  t&m  the  wder  of 
l^d^;  the  avowed  ejects  of  which  were,  a 
qieedy  peaoe^  and  a  ^orioos  termination  of  the 
war.  There  was  too  much  reason  for  beUeving 
that  these  were  not  the  real  object*.  The  votes 
of  Penn^vania  and  North  C«rolina  were  ne- 
eessary  to  secnre  the  re-eleetion  of  Hr.  Madison, 
and,  "to  make  assoranoe  doubly  snre,"  the 
L^tflatore  of  Korth  Oarolina  interposed. 
Thiby  woe,  in  mr  opinion,  Jnstifled  in  exer- 
einnff  a  ri^t,  wnioh,  by  the  constitution,  it 
was  lawfbl  fw  th«n  to  exerdse,  and,  nnder 
■ndlar  cireomatances,  would  be  again  jnitified. 
If  the  choice  of  electors  had  been  aabmitted  to 
the  pemde,  the  resnit  nui^t  have  been  different, 
and  still  that  remit  woud  not  have  been  a  fair 
eipressioii  of  the  votoe  of  the  pwpU  of  the 
State,  bot  an  ezpresrion  of  the  opfnions  of 
those  who  were  at  hcane,  when  ten  thoosand 
of  the  indepttdflot  freemen  of  that  State  mlf^t 
hsTe  been  abroad,  fighting  the  battles  of  their 
ooontry. 

In  farther  illostration  of  this  policy  and  ex- 
ps&ncT,  Buffer  me  to  advert  to  another  case, 
of  wbieh  I  am  reminded  by  seeing  near  me  my 
wwthy  friend  from  Massachusetta,  (Mr.  Evxii- 
■R.)  In  reference  to  the  political  or  party  dia- 
tinotions,  as  they  have  existed,  the  town  of 
Marblehead,  distingniabed  as  the  birthplace  of 
one  Vice  Freddent,  and  o&a  Dhiatrions  men, 
and  mwe  distingmabed  Ibr  the  enterprise, 
landable  aeal,  and  onifinm  patriotism  of  its  dt- 
iMBB,  stood,  at  the  oommeneement  of  the  late 
mr,  in  the  proportion  of  six  hundred  and  flffy 
voters  on  one  side,  to  abont  sixty  or  seventy  on 
the  other.  I>nring  the  war,  uie  oitdzens  of 
that  place  were  fighting  the  battles  of  their 
eoantiy,  in  the  army,  in  the  navy,  on  board  of 
private  armed  vessels — on  the  laud,  on  the 
fakee,  and  on  the  ocean.  The  town  was  liter- 
ally dndned  of  its  p(^iilati<»i;  and,  during  the 
war,  at  one  period,  the  minor  par^  sncoeeded 
ineieoting  their  candidate  to  the  Legialatm'e  of 
the  Statfc  Sir,  the  pditioal  aentimentB  of  a 
State  may  be  changed  in  the  same  way  as  were 
changed  the  politioal  sentiments  of  the  town 
nferrad  to.  I  ask,  then,  sir,  if  it  would  be  a 
stretch  (rf^  power,  on  Oie  part  of  any  State  Leg- 
idstora  whose  members  are  chosen  by  a  f^ 
vgnmum  <d  the  i^inknu  ttf  all  the  people  of  a 


State,  when  at  home,  and  quietly  poreniag  their 
wonted  occupation,  which  should  exercise  this 
m^xdntiug  power,  although  the  minority  of  the 
p«ople  at  home,  and  the  minority  brought  about 
m  the  way  refmed  to,  entertain  opimons  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  the  members  of  the  State 
Lejdslaturel 

These  are  my  reasons,  Hi.  Chairman,  agunst 
taking;  from  the  State  Lentlatozes  the  ri^t  to 
exercise  this  power.  I  do  not  presume  it  will 
be  often  exercised:  seldom  when  it  is  known 
that  the  people  are  averse  to  the  exercise  of  it ; 
and  there  may  be  cases  in  which  it  ought  to  be 
exercised.  I  will  claim  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee,  whilst  I  examine  the  proposed  mode 
of  choice  by  districts.  It  has  been  already 
shown  that,  by  this  mode,  a  min(nity  may 
eleot;  and  tiie  late  vote  in  Ibryland  has  been 
referred  to^  where  a  minority  of  those  who 
voted,  ejected  seven  of  the  eleven  electors.  In 
a  liUe  congressional  dection  of  JEtepresentativea 
to  OoD^esa,  by  districts,  in  the  State  of  Kew 
York,  of  Uie  members  elected  there  were  chosen, 
to  use  terms  introduced  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, fourteen  CUintonians  to  twenty  Bncktail 
members,  when  the  aggregate  votes  g^ven  to 
the  Clintonians  outnumbered  those  given  to 
the  other  party. 

The  electicm  by  districts  might,  in  many 
oaaea,  restrain  the  power  of  large  States,  and 
lessen  thdr  foroe  and  Influence,  more  especially 
thoae  large  States  that  had  not  a  candidate  of 
th«r  own;  and  if,  coming  as  I  da  from  one  of 
the  smaUest  States  in  the  Union,  I  could  be  ac- 
tuated by  motives  which,  I  hope,  have  not  in- 
fluenced others,  I  should  not  ol^ect  to  this ;  but 
I  am  not  influenced  by  mush  considerations; 
willing  to  retain  all  thepowere  the  constitution 
confe^ed  upon  the  smaller  States;  and  willing, 
at  the  same  time,  the  large  States  should  derive 
from  the  constitution  all  the  advantages  their 
numbers  can  give  them.  In  districts,  tiiere  is  a 
better  field  presented  fbr  intrigue  and  oorrup- 
tion;  as  yon  kasen  the  q^ere  of  operatioii  of 
some  men,  you  enable  them  to  concentrate  thdr 
forces,  and  to  act  witii  more  success  and  eflSden- 
cy.  There  is  one  view  which  I  shall  take  of  the 
election  by  districts,  which  is  different  from  the 
views  of  any  of  tiiose  who  have  preceded  me. 
It  is  contended  that  the  district  system  is  nec^ 
sary  to  preserve  the  rights,  the  power,  and  in- 
fluence of  the  small  States.  I  hold  directly  the 
reverse  to  be  the  case :  district  the  smsU  States, 
and,  in  the  primai7  elections,  they  will  lose 
what  littie  politick  force  and  influence  they 
now  have.  And  why!  Because  the  large 
StatM,  hereafter,  will  have  the  President  and 
Yioe  ^«rident;  they  will  be  men  who  reside 
in  those  States,  are  bom  there,  or  are  a  fkvorita 
of  those  States.  From  State  pride,  and  the 
eapritKln-corps,  which  will  always  have  an  in- 
fluence, thOT  will  hereafter  jnvsent  an  nndi* 
Tided  vote,  let  the  mode  of  election  be  what  it 
may,  by  general  ticket,  by  Legislature,  or  by 
districts.  The  small  States,  and  the  Stetes  of 
Beoondary  grade^  having  no  candidatec^  iiwticu 
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mqr  tew  them,  and  diviaon  destn^  ^tar  finm 
New  York  and  PennsylTaiua  hare  nearly  as 
many  of  the  votes  as  five  of  the  EaBtern  8tat«fl, 
^  of  the  States  iTing  in  the  ralley  of  the  Hift- 
riasippi,  and  Kew  Jersey,  and  Delaware;  the 

{iroportion  is  aa  sixtj-fonr  to  sevuitj-one.  Sfr- 
eot  from  New  York  the  candidate  for  the  Pres- 
idency, and  from  Pennsylvania  the  candidate 
for  the  Vice  Fredddncj,  and  Utose  States  will 
hereafter  give  an  nndivided  vote,  whether  the 
choice  he  by  ^stricts,  le^udatnre,  or  general 
ticket;  bat  divide  the  thirteen  States  to  which 
I  have  refomd,  into  distriots.  perhaps  the  time 
will  never  arrive,  when  one-half  of  their  robes 
will  be  ^ven  to  ai^  one  candidate.  We  can- 
not jnd^  of  the  fntnre  by  the  past;  the  local, 
the  pohtioal  distinctions,  which  have  existed, 
will  not  last  forever ;  and  we  onght  to  recollect 
that,  in  making  this  amendment,  or  the  other 
amendment  to  uie  conatitation,  if  we  now  Iiave  in 
view  one  political  interest,  or  another  interest, 
the  course  that  will  best  promote  the  interest 
of  this  or  that  man,  the  constitution,  with  the 
amendments  that  may  be  made,  may  ontlive  all 
those  interests  and  all  the  individuals,  that  can 
be  affected  by  the  immediate  operation  of  the 
Amendments  that  may  be  agreed  to.  Leave  it 
(^tional  with  the  States  to  elect  1^  district,  or 
otherwise,  as  may  best  snbserve  thieir  own  por- 
posea,  and  as  the  people  of  the  several  States 
mar  think  i)est— for  they  will  govern,  they  wUl 
be  heard,  and  will  have  that  mode  wUoh  they 
prefer — gentlemen  need  not  give  themselves 
any  ^jprehenmons  on  this  saljeot 

As  to  the  mode  of  electing  members  of  Con- 
gress, in  all  bnt  the  Eastern  States,  a  plurality 
alone  is  all  that  is  required  to  make  a  choioe ; 
in  the  New  England  States,  the  candidate  that 
is  elected,  must  have  a  nuyority  of  all  the  votes 
polled.  Here,  then,  ia  an  essential  difference 
at  to  the  mode  of  dioice — a  dlffiwence  I  hare 
bem  made  sensibly  to  feeL  ICnoh  has  been 
said  abont  a  minority  President ;  nm  eonttat 
(Hie-half  of  the  r^resentatives  on  this  flow  are 
minorit7  repreaentatiree.  The  honorable  mover 
of  these  reaolntions  ra^r  come  here  as  a  repre- 
sentative, when  a  large  minority  of  his  constit- 
uents may  be  opposed  to  his  election.  I  do 
not  think  that  will  soon  take  place :  for  I  learn 
tiiat  genUeman  is  deservedly  popular  in  his 
district;  and  if  zeal,  fidelity,  and  a  di^lay  of 
shining  talents  in  advocatb^  their  interests, 
and  guarding  their  rights,  can  secure  popularity, 
he  will  with  them  long  continue  to  be  popular. 
Yet,  in  that  gentleman's  distri<^  if  A  has  two 
thousand  and  fifty  rotei^  B  two  thoosand  and 
forty-nine,  and  0  two  thouaand  and  forty-nine, 
A  is  elected,  although  there  is  almost  a  mar 
jority  of  two  to  one  agunsthim;  and  A,  elected 
nnder  such  droumstances,  is,  undoubtedly,  the 
people's  candidate,  and  is  elected  by  the  people. 
There  is,  at  present,  among  the  States,  no  uni- 
fbrmity  as  to  the  time  m  electing  members, 
although  Oongress  under  the  Oonstitution  of 
the  United  StiUes,  have  the  power  of  fixing  the 
time;  yet,  tiiey  never  have  intwilared,  and  a 


committee  r^aed  wptm  that  snljeet,  at  tl^  sea- 
sion,  have  reported  almost  unanimuusly  against 
any  interference  on  the  paft  of  Oongress.  If 
there  be  evils  growing  out  of  this  state  of  thinga 
Oongress  has  wisely  left  the  remedy  in  the 
power  of  the  several  States,  to  be  applied  aa 
they  may  think  most  judicioua. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  other 
proposition,  and  certainly  the  most  important 
one^  if  the  rights  and  mteresta  of  the  small 
States  are  to  be  either  guarded  or  protected — 
the  proposition  which  contemplates  the  removal 
of  the  electitm  of  Freaidant  &om  the  Honae 
of  Bepreaentativea^  and  the  loaa  which  liie  anudl 
States  will  oonsequentiy  sustain;  Judj^ng  from 
the  tenor  of  the  remarks  and  argnmwita  of  the 
honorable  mover,  they  are  to  have  no  compen- 
sation, and  are  to  be  in  no  way  indemnified. 
This  contingent  power  is  all-imp<»tant  to  the 
small  States,  ana,  without  it,  some  of  them 
would  have  never  become  members  of  the  Con- 
federacy, nor  come  into  the  Union.  Rhode 
Island  did  not  become  a  member  until  late  in 
the  year  1790,  and  then  by  a  m^ority  of  only 
two  votes,  in  the  second  convention  that  was 
called  to  adopt  the  constitution;  and  this  re- 
sult was  produced  by  Ininglng  to  bear  tiie 
weight  and  infloenoe  (tf  the  weidth  and  aria- 
toorac^  of  the  State.  Bnoh  were  the  Jraloudea 
and  apprehensions  of  the  people  of  that  State; 
BO  tenacious  wore  they  of  uieir  rights;  tJiey 
reluctantiy  yielded  their  assent,  and  joined  the 
Confederacy.  But,  sir,  if  the  members  of  that 
Convention  had  been  told,  ttiat  within  thirty- 
six  years  of  the  time  the  people  of  that  State 
became  members  of  the  Union,  propositions 
would  be  made,  seriously  discussed,  and  strong- 
ly, ably  enforced,  calculated  to  deprive  that 
State  of  the  benefits  one  of  the  features  in  the 
constitution  gave  to  it,  and  the  one  that  waa 
beat  calculated  to  preserve  the  political  power 
of  Hnall  States,  Rhode  Island  w«dd  never  hare 
become  a  member  of  the  mUional  Uniou,  nor 
come  into  it  other  than  a  conquered  provmce, 
We  need  bnt  look  into  the  oonstitution  to  show 
that  it  was  formed  in  the  «>irit  of  compromise 
md  in  reference  to  State  rights ;  and  any  altera- 
tions which  affect  those  rights,  is  such  an  in- 
fringement upon  the  compact  itself  as  to  de- 
stroy the  compromise  upon  which  it  was  form- 
ed. The  compromise  is  seen  in  the  equal  rep- 
resentation in  the  Senate,  in  the  treaty-making 
power,  in  the  apportionment  of  representatives 
and  direct  taxes,  and  in  the  choice  of  President 
and  Vice  Preeident,  on  the  final  rote,  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives ;  and  no  part  of  the 
compronuse  is  more  important  to  tha  small 
States  than  the  latter.  To  show  the  light  ia 
which  the  Convention  viewed  the  great  wwk 
they  had  completed,  I  will  read  one  or  two 
extracts  from  the  letter  of  Washington,  mitteii 
after  tiie  constitution  was  framed : 

'*  It  la  at  dl  tfanea  dilBeidt  to  draw,  wiUi  pre- 
daion,  the  line  between  those  rights  which  must  be 
surrendered,  and  those  which  maj  be  reserved; 
and,  on  the  present  oooasioa,  this  difflcahy  was  in- 
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ctaued  b;  a  dUference  anioiiB  the  MTeral  States  u 
lotheto  iitutiMi,  extent,  haut^  and  pardeular  In- 
temt.  The  conatitotkia  which  we  now  preeent  la 
the  remit  of  a  q^rit  of  amitj,  ud  of  that  mntoal 
deference  uid  conceenon  which  the  peculiarity  of 
0W  political  ^nation  rendered  Indiipraiable.** 

If  the  oonstitntkm  was  Ibrmed  in  the  tme 
i^xit  of  oompmidBe,  tt  maj  not  be  imprMMr 
to  inqidre  into  Hie  rdttive  kwi  ud  nin  be- 
twecn  tbe  large  and  small  States;  and  li^  npon 
iiiTeBtigationf  it  shall  be  foand  that  the  oommon 
■id  i«scfcical  cmeratioD  of  the  eonatitntioii  has 
been  sneh,  and  will  oontinne  to  be  sacb,  as  to 
kswn  die  weight  of  the  small  States,  with  all 
tiieir  oontiiiffent  adrantag^e,  they  will  be  fUly 
Jutified  in  flwiimiog  and  ezercidng  all  the  rights 
wlich  were  fidly  guaranteed  to  them,  mien 
the  eoostitatuHi  was  framed,  presented  to  the 
peqie,  and  adapUi  by  the  small  States,  it  was 
eipecied  tiw  nomber  of  States  would  be  in- 
cnaaed;  bat  no  aaa  antidpated  the  r^id  in- 
crease, and  no  one  antiobated  the  inooiporation 
of  Sttttca  oat  of  tcnitories  not  within  the  old 
dominicHi  of  the  United  States;  and  every  ad- 
dititm  of  Statea  vhleh  has  been  made  to  tihe 
UnioD,  has  decreased  the  power  of  the  old 
States,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  and 
has,  by  makitig  neoeasary  an  increase  of  the 
repnaeoitatiTe  ratio,  decreased  also  the  power  d 
tibe  old  Statea  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Ka- 
tiooal  Legialatore.   When  the  constitntion  was 
admted,  the  federative  Toice  bore  proportion 
to  tlie  popolar  voice,  of  twen^-six  to  slx^-five ; 
there  wan  then  thirteen  States,  with  twenty- 
rizBeiiatiHra,andriz:fy-fiTeBepresentBtiv«a;  of 
vlueh  Kew  Hampshire  had  three^  Massaehn- 
■etts  «jUit,  Rhode  Island  one,  Gmuieotioat  five, 
Kew  York      New  Jersey  fonr,  Pennsylvsnia 
M^t,  Ddaware  one.  Maryland  six,  Vir^ia 
tra,  North  and  Sonth  Oarolina  each  five,  and 
Georgia  three.  Now,  the  fedarativevdee  bears 
•  propmtioD  to  the  popolar  voio&of  fcnt^-eight 
to  two  bnndred  and  thirteen.   When  the  oon- 
■titation  was  adopted,  Rhode  Island,  with  one 
ICepresaatative,  had  one  sixty-fifth  of  the  whole 
i«{JiuseutBtion,  and  Delaware  the  same;  but 
now,  Rhode  Island,  with  two  Represent^ves, 
haanot  cne  hnndred  and  nxth  part  of  the  whole 
repieaentatlon,  and  Delaware  has  now  a  two 
baadred  and  thirteenth  part  at  flie  whole. 
Ench  had  me-thirteenth  of  the  r^nesentatifni 
in  the  Senate;  now,  but  <»ie  twentr^bnrth. 
Each  bad  one-thirtieth  of  the  electoral  votes ; 
iunr,  Rhode  Island  has  abont  one  sixty-fifth, 
and  Delaware  one  eigh^-seventh.   Each  had, 
on  the  final  vote,  in  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
ttves,  one-thirteenth — and  now,  one  twenty- 
CooTth.  Small  States,  in  rapcntionmenta,  snffer 
more  than  large  tmee,  by  th^  fkvotions.  Take 
from  Rhode  Island  one  lEepresentaUve,  and  you 
takeone-half  of  her  whole  representanon:  take 
from  Kew  Tork  one,  that  State  will  have 
flfatr-Oree  remaining:  and  if  Rhode  Idand 
Aodd  loae  one  Representative,  that  State  must 
hare  a  large  fraction  for  years.   Delaware  has 
•owftfraetimoftfalitgr-tvothoiisind;  and,  if 


[H.or  B. 

the  late  apportionment  bill,  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  noaer  diacui^cHi, 
had  become  a  law,  Rhode  Island  would  have 
been  left  with  a  fraction  of  thirty-eight  thon- 
sand.  Small  States  are  continually  liable  to 
snfliar  in  this  mode.  Once,  in  every  ten  years, 
Rhode  Island  mnst  straggle  for  one-half  of  her 
rwn|esentati(m. 

What,  sh*,  Is  the  effect  of  this  fraction,  too- 
ndering  the  nsases,  as  well  as  numy  of  the  estab- 
lished rales  of  the  Government  V  In  the  dis^- 
bution  among  the  several  States  of  many  of  the 
Government /Mwn^  I  do  not  speak  of  Executive 
patronage,  the  representative  ratio  is  resorted 
to  as  a  rule.  This  is  the  standard  by  which  tbe 
q>pointment  of  cadets  for  tbe  military  school  is 
governed.  I  have  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  my 
desk,  a  bill  which  has  been  reported,  creating 
a  school  fund,  which  contemplates  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  sam&  according  to  tJie  number  of 
Repreeentadvea  In  each  Suite;  and,  npon  ib» 
principles  of  this  bill,  your  State  has  a  fraotiui 
of  thirty-two  thousand,  which  can  derive  no 
benefit  whatever  from  it.  Small  States  mnst 
always  snffer,  in  the  distribution  of  pubKo 
moneys.  When  standing  slone,  their  expecta- 
tions must  be  small,  or  they  will  certainly  be 
disappointed.  The  most  sncceaefal  argument 
that  was  urged,  and  probably,  the  most  judi- 
cious one,  that  was  made  in  &vor  of  the  fortifi- 
cations now  erecting  in  Rhode  Island,  was 
bottcnned  upon  the  importance  of  the  forti- 
fications to  otb^  States.  The  waters  of  the 
Narragansett  Bay  were  the  k^  to  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  the  OhesapetJce  Bay.  Suppose, 
a  question  should  arise,  in  the  locauon  of  the 
c<Hitemplated  naval  school,  between  Delaware 
and  the  State  of  New  York — and  Delaware^ 
for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  we  will  say,  was 
the  most  suitable  place,  would  the  small  State 
of  Delaware,  with  one  Representative,  able  and 
distinguished  as  be  is.  stand  an  equal  chance, 
here  or  elsewhere,  witii  the  great  State  of  New 
Tork,  with  her  thirty-four  Representatives? 
These  are  inconveniences  which  the  smaller 
States  must  calculate  upon.  Suppose  two  men 
were  equally  {qualified  for  the  Presidency,  and 
bad  equal  claims,  one  living  in  Delaware,  and 
the  other  in  New  Tork,  Pennsylvuia,  or  Vix- 
ginii^whieh  would  be  tbe  most  likely  to  aoo- 
oeed  I  ffir,  I  doubt,  If  Washington  had  been  a 
dtlxm  nA  reridentof  one  of  the  smallest  States 
whetiier  he  woidd  have  been  elected  a  second 
time. 

While  the  smsller  States  have  not  bad,  }jr 
the  common  operation  of  the  constitution,  tSl 
the  benefits  and  advantages  which  they  haid  a 
right  to  expect,  I  will  proceed  to  show,  that 
the  influence  and  political  power  of  some  of 
the  larger  States  have  increased,  beyond  the 
calculations  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution ; 
and,  perhaps,  the  increase  has  been  mudb  great- 
er ^lan  the  States  to  which  I  shall  refer  antici- 
pated. I  ^proaoh,  Jtr.  Cih^rman,  thia  snldoet 
with  reluctance,  eum  manibtu  etrte  tramilw— 
knowlBA  how  sen^TO  mai^  gentlemoi  tm 

Digitized  by  Google 


AmmAmUiftke  OmtiMiem. 


26 


ABBIDGMDNT  OF  THE 


B.  ovR.] 

this  floor  are,  whenever  the  satjeot  I  propoee, 
but  for  a  moment,  to  exan^ne,  ia  brought  into 
discusdoD,  and  believing  it  right,  that  thur 
muations  shonld  be  exoited,  whenever  any 
dlBonanim  should  remind  them  tf  th^  no- 
peasant  and  nafortunate  droomitanoeB :  hot, 
•Ir,  gentlemen  will  do  me  the  joitioe  to  beUere 
me,  when  I  tell  t&em  I  speak  the  nndiasembled 
sentiments  of  my  heart,  when,  in  my  opinion, 
I  declare,  that  the  proposed  amendment  aims 
a  deadly  blow  at  the  political  power  of  the 
State  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  a  seat  in  this 
Eonse.  Shi^  I  not,  then,  be  jostified  by  the 
oooasion,  in  drawing  an  argument  from  any 
l^gal  Bonrce,  that  wiU  have  a  tendency  to  show 
the  fallacy  of  the  arguments  in  &vor  of  the 
resolutions,  and  the  iqjostioe  of  tlie  proposed 
amendments!  The  oonatitnti(m  was  fi^amed 
and  adopted  by  the  StaUa,  In  a  a^t  (rf  can- 
promise:  and  shall  one  portim  m  the  States 
eq}oy  all  the  benefits,  while  another  dull  be 
cmHived  of  what  it  was  intended  they  should 
<aqoy  f  Sir,  one  portion  of  the  States  nave  en- 
joyed all  that  they  could  ever  have  expected, 
or  hoped  for — nay,  more.  I  speak  in  reference 
to  States  with  "  a  population  of  a  certain  kind." 
I  will  not,  on  this  occasion,  nor  on  any  other, 
if  I  can  posmbly  avoid  it,  in  this  haUfUse  a 
term  not  used  in  theOonstitotion  of  the  United 
States.  Who  can  read  the  third  paragraph,  in 
the  secimd  sectifNi,  and  first  article,  of  the  Oon- 
atitntion  of  the  United  Statea,  and  not  see  the 
oonoeedon  made  by  many  of  the  nnall  States 
to  the  States  to  which  I  shaU  eaU  the  attention 
of  the  oommittee.  "  Bcnpreaentativea  and  di- 
rect taxes  tiuU  be  i^iporticHied  among  the  sev- 
eral States  which  maj  be  inoladed  witliia  tlus 
Union,  aoording  to  their  respective  numbers, 
which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
bound  to  servioe  for  a  term  of  years,  and  ex- 
otuding  Indians  not  taxed,  t^w-Jifth$  all 
0th&r  pentmt." 

That  this  feature  of  the  federative  system 
wia  OMindered,  at  the  time  the  oonstitation 
was  framed,  an  advantage  to  thoae  States  hav- 
ing the  kind  of  populatum  to  which  I  have  r»> 
feraed,  no  rational  man  can  doubt.  So  Im- 
portant was  it  considered,  that  it  is  a  wdl- 
known  iiiKt,  that  two  of  the  States  refused  to 
recommend  the  constitution,  when  formed,  or 
to  lie  bound  by  it,  until  tiie  first  clause  in  the 
ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  theoonstitn- 
tion  was  inserted.  At  the  time  the  constitution 
was  framed,  as  well  as  at  the  period  it  was 
adopted,  but  a  few  among  us  thought  this  pop- 
nlatum  would  increase :  it  was  tiie  unceasing 
Tpnjtx  of  every  philanthropist  in  the  oountir, 
that  it  would  not;  and  it  was  conaequeauy 
■upposed  ttiat  those  States  which  had  this  pop- 
ulation, would  derive  no  additional  advantages 
from  it,  in  tiie  ratio  of  representation  or  ttaar- 
vise.  But,  dr,  how  ataod  the  fBOts^  at  this 
period! 

At  this  moment  t^  species  <tf  peculation 
amounts^  perhaps,  to  more  than  me  million 


seven  hundred  thousand,  and,  at  the  next  cen- 
sus, will  famish  one-third  of  we  representaticm 
ftom  those  States  where  it  existe. ,  lAiose  Btatsi^ 
with  this  omnpoond  of  popolation  and  propMty, 
bare  had  the  ftiU  benefit  of  this  ftature  In  the 
oonstitation  introduced  finr  thdr  benefit.  They 
have,  in  fiuit,  had  the  benefit  without  paying 
except  in  a  few  cases,  the  piid  pro  quo  agreed 
upon :  our  revenue,  except  in  a  very  faw  oasu^ 
has  been  derived  from  oommeroe ;  and  but  a 
small  part  of  our  war  debt  has,  or  will  be,  paid 
off  by  direct  taxation.  I  will  not  pursue  this 
snliJectfttrther.  The  gentieman  fit>m  Tenneasee 
has  intimated  it  ought  never  to  ha  referred  to^ 
and  has  told  the  committee,  that,  if  this  popu- 
lation does  exist,  in  the  late  war  some  of  tlie 
States  withlwld  their  militia,  when  oaUed  tar 
by  the  General  Govemmmt:  and  this  r^baal 
tv  some  States,  la  to  shut  out  of  si^^  in  thk 
duooarion  of  Kate  li^ts,  the  part  of  the  odn- 
atitntitm  referred  to,  and  the  poUtical  poww 
givm  to  scHne  States  1^  th»  means  of  it  1  BoTf 
all  the  old  thirteen  States,  and  partionlarly  the 
smaller  States^  who  have  relied  in>on  their  rd- 
ative  importance  in  the  Senate,  which  is  in  the 
inverse  ratio  (Hf  the  nomber  of  that  body,  have 
witnessed  a  diminution  of  their  strength,  in  the 
admission  of  States  into  tliis  Union,  out  of  ter- 
ritories not  included  within  the  limits  of  the 
old  draiain,  at  the  adoptitm  of  the  oonstitutiiHL 
It  is,  perh^M,  too  late  to  oontrovot  the  oonsti- 
tutiomdi^  of  SDoh  admiaaion ;  and,  if  it  oonld 
be  questiotted,  and  I  think  it  well  might  be, 
neceasity,  whieh  knows  no  law,  vould  be  re- 
sorted to  tw  a  Jnsttfioation :  the  territory  must 
be  pnrohased,  to  secure  the  free  navigatitnt  of 
the  jOssiadppi,  and  the  deposit  at  New  Orieana ; 
and  the  pnrdiase  could  not  be  effected,  without 
an  express  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  cearion, 
bindii^  the  United  States  to  admit  '*  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  ceded*  territory  into  the  Union,  as 
Boon  as  posnble,  according  to  the  prinmples  of 
the  federal  constitution,  to  the  cu^oymentof 
all  the  rights  of  dtizens  of  the  United  States." 

Two  EtoU«a  have  already  been  carved  out  ot 
this  territory ;  and,  in  the  course  of  timejper- 
h^M,  imne  «gbt  or  ten  mom  may  be.  Wnen 
the  oonatitution  is  examined,  and  it  is  toonA  to 
have  been  "ordained  uid  established  fat  tho 
United  States  of  America,"  and  for  the  territny 
which  belonged  to  the  United  States,  the  same 
heaag  an  utpendage  to  the  United  States:  when 
we  view  the  restricted  power,  relative  to  ^e 
admission  of  new  States;  [here  Ur.  Pbabob 
read  the  third  section  of  article  fourth,  of  the 
constitution,]  it  may  well  be  questioned,  whether 
the  convwition  tiiat  framed  or  the  State  oraiven- 
tions  which  adopted,  the  oonatitution,  supposed 
it  capable  of  a  oonstmctiMi  that  itas  beoi  put  upon 
it,  uid  which,  in  this  respee^  it  liaa  receivad. 
If  they  did  iu>t,  then,  here  has  been  an  unex- 
pected operation  of  the  cooqtitutioo,  diminishing 
the  DOwer,  if  not  impairing  the  rights,  of  the 
small  States,  and,  in  utot,  ca  the  whole  of  the 
Old  Thirttm. 

if  pnblio  confidenoe^  and  a  deoire  to  retain 
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it^  o*B  gtre  any  aBHim&ee  of  A  ftjtliflil  diBcharae 
of  duties,  a  Bcqpreaentative  of  tlw  nation  oiwht 
to  be  oonaidered  m  safe  an  agent,  as  a  member 
of  ft  State  Legislature.  Every  member  of  this 
Hodse  haa  »  good  share  ct  the  oonfidoaoe  of 
forty  thooaud  peojde ;  a  town,  a  borongl^  or 
a  diatriet,  with  oomparatiTel  j  few  hihabitants, 
may  Tetora  a  member  of  a  State  L^slatare. 
Af^in,  ve  are  taiA  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Sooth  GaraHna,  (Mr.  MoDurrot,)  that 
htreaften  nomanoanaai^totiiePreadaitiai 
ciiaSr,  vno  has  not  dtstingidabed  himself  on 
thia  floor,  or  who  has  not  wown  blms^emi- 
nmOj  qualified  to  disoha^  the  dntiea  of  Pres- 
Maat,  ^  the  diseharge  of  the  dnties  of  some  of 
the  depntmraite  of  QoTemment.  Be  it  so. 
Vho  are  thebestqnaMed  to  jadgel  And  who 
ean  best  Jndge  of  the  qDahfloaticnu  d  sach 
mcnt  Tbe  members  of  this  HoaB&  who  asso- 
ciate with  thenL,  know  them  well,  and  see 
them  every  day,  or  the  memb^  of  a  State 
iMialatare,  who  can  know  them  cmly  by  repn- 
ta&onl  U;  dr,  the  eleetion  is  to  be  sent  badt 
to  Hm  StatH^  to  be  by  them  aettled  by  a  Tote, 
in  dSaUktB,  eaeh  Qtibi  to  hare  one  vote,  my 
oifleotioni  will  he  found  1^l|>lieab1e  to  a  vote  in 
tiut  mode— {teriiaps  they  inll  apply  wititi  more 
fime ;  the  Totes  in  one  distriot,  will  settle  HbB 
Tote  of  a  State,  and  twenty  men,  or  lass,  can 
eontnd  the  vote  of  tia  district,  aai  those  men 
fbr^nen,  mere  bircb  of  passage :  for,  ve  are 
t<4d,  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
ehnaetta,  (Mr.  ETnxrrJ  that,  in  acmie  States, 
the  elective  frandiise  ia  extended  to  aliens,  and 
peraoos  not  naturalized. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Ml.  CaKBBCLKiro,)  cannot  give  to  the  Adminis- 
tzalioBhiaBnpport  Sine  Laerjfma.  That  gen- 
tleman is  abo  opposed  to  an  deotfon  by  Uie 
Hooae  at  Rt^gceentativee.  If  the  distingidBhed 
oztixen  who  now  fills  the  £xeontive  chair,  had 
been  deoted  Wthe  people^  would  my  friend 
from  Keir  Ton  have  been  aatiafiedf  If  not, 
him  objteHaii  may  not  be  so  much  to  the  mode 
of  electiim,  as  to  the  man  elected.  But,  my 
friatd  from  New  York  cannot  give  to  this  Ad- 
ministiBtion  his  support.  This  declaration 
created  at  first,  in  my  mind,  some  disagreeable 
oBnoations,  and  gave  rise  to  some  melanaholy 
itifltctiotis.  I  dm  not  know  that  the  wheels  of 
Ooremment  eonld  move,  if  Heroules  withheld 
Ui  alnittth.  One  hundred  and  dghty  deika 
Id  llie  dintnat  departmenta,  I  had  been  told, 
had  ben  anxious^  watching  the  progress  of 
the  appropriation  bUl,  and  anxiously  wetting  its 
ftud  paaaage.  Ther  were  teTuiblv  aUte  to  the 
■olffeet^natter  of  this  bilL  I  felt  for  them: 
baft,  rinoa  I  have  ascertuned  this  bill  has,  or  is, 
in  a  Uir  way  to  beotnne  a  law,  and  that  the 
mm,  more  benign  to  m  than  he  has  been  to 
many  trf  oar  friends  further  nortli,  for  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks,  has,  as  usual,  rose,  and, 
aoMa  part  of  the  time,  shone,  and  set,  my  mind 
hm  been  greatly  relieved.  But  the  gentleman 
froB  New  Ym-k  will  not  try  the  preaoit  Ad- 
aaleiaralion  by  ita  maarana:  this  ha  enmot 


submit  to,  although  his  distanguished  and  mag- 
nanimoua  leader  is  peifoctly  willing  so  to  do, 
Perh^  the  genOeman  frvm  New  York  is  ap* 
prehensive,  if  he  adopts  this  course,  he  may 
find  nothing  to  CQnoemn;  and,  as  condem- 
nation is  the  order  of  the  day,  it  is  better  to 
condemn  without  a  trial,  than  not  to  condenm 
at  aU.  Since  the  honorable  gentleman  haa 
avowed  his  determination  to  oppose  the  Ad- 
ministration at  aU  haaards^  and,  to  ^  it  effeo- 
taally,  is  willing  to  encourage  evwy  spedea 
part^  I  will  reaori  again,  but  for  a  mmnent,  to 
the  FMerallat,  and  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
comes  within  Mr.  Madison*s  de&itaon  of  fiution. 

**  By  a  fkotlon,  I  undetstand  a  uomber  of  citizens, 
whether  anonatlii^  to  a  majority  or  minority  of  the 
whole,  who  are  united  and  actuated  by  wme  com- 
mon hapolse  of  posaoon,  or  of  fautereat,  advene  to 
the  ri^ts  of  other  cilizens,  or  to  the  pemanent 
iateieat  of  the  commanity." 

The  gentieman  from  New  York  cannot  sub- 
mit to  an  election  by  thia  House,  the  preddii^ 
officer  of  which  is  transferred  from  the  Speak- 
er's chair  to  tiie  place  of  Secretary  of  State. 
Would  the  gentlonan  have  oUeoted  to  tiiia 
transfer,  if  another  candidate  had  been  chosen 
Preddent ;  and  is  he  prepared  to  say,  tliet 
the  frimaa  of  one,  at  least,  were  not  willing 
that  the  same  transfer  should  have  been  made^ 
in  the  event  of  tlie  choice  of  that  onel  If  an- 
other candidate  had  been  chosen,  the  Speaker's 
cliair  might  have  been  vacated,  and  no  snspi- 
cions  would  have  &llen  on  him  who  had  so 
well  filled  it  Sir,  I  am  prepared  to  say,  that 
no  Administration  wotdd  nave  been  entitied  to 
the  confidence  of  the  nation,  and  none  would 
have  received  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
which  have  overlooked  the  tried  services  and 
Just  dafana  of  the  Secretary  of  State— the  able 
and  xedoos  advocate  of  liberty,  and  whose 
exortiraa  to  perpetuate  the  blemngs  of  our 
happy  Government  and  the  free  institutions  of 
our  country,  have  been  nneqoalled;  whose 
views  have  not  been  limited  by  geogr^hioal 
lines  or  d^rees  of  latitude^  but  who  has  been 
anxious  to  extend  oar  blesongs  to  the  remotest 
oomers  of  the  earth. 

The  caucus  system,  or  king  caucus,  haa  been 
introduced ;  and  frequentiy  referred  to  in  the 
course  of  the  debate;  and,  while  seme  have 
oimtaided  that  the  removd  ol  the  eleetitmfrom 
thia  House  la  necessary,  to  prevent  the  c^era- 
tion  ot  the  emttral  povw,  others  have  con- 
tended flut  it  la  necessary  to  restore  regular 
nominations,  I  have  but  a  few  words  to  say 
on  this  subject;  those  conventions  which  fol- 
lowed public  opinion,  and  not  those  which 
precede,  and  eimeavor  to  give  a  direction  to  it, 
will  be  respected.  When  the  country  ia 
divided  into  parties,  they  are  necessary  to 
concentrate  their  powers,  and  to  enable  the 
fHends  of  candidates  to  act  with  more  efS- 
dency.  I  have,  for  about  twenty  years,  at- 
ten^d  all  the  caucuses  or  conventions  that 
have  been  holden  in  tiie  State  frtnn  which  I 
come,  eie^pt  the  a^Joununent  of  "one  on- 
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pledged  canons,"  and  that  I  did  not  attend : 
for,  bnt  few  conld  tell  where  it  was  holden, 
and  bat  a  few  oonld  be  admitted ;  and  I  have 
almost  invariably  fonud  that  all  which  were 
in  obedience  to  pnblic  opinion,  were  respected, 
and  aa  often  aa  men  attempted  to  dictate  to 
othera  the  oonrse  tibe  j  ahoiud  adopt,  so  often 
were  convmtlona  or  oancnses  diarMiirded.  Had 
I  been  a  member  of  Oongreaa  when  J^erson 
was  nominated,  when  Maduon  was  nominated, 
when  Monroe  was  nominated,  aa  candidates  for 
the  Presidency,  I  wonld  have  attended  the  meet- 
ings that  nominated  them ;  pnbllo  opinion  had, 
before  their  nominations  by  those  meeting  fixed 
npon  them ;  had  I  been  here  when  the  sizty-dz 
assembled  in  this  Hall,  I  wonld  not  have  at- 
tended the  meeting— pnbHo  opinion  was  not 
eetUed  at  that  time,  in  favor  of  either  of  the 
nmnerous  candidateB,  and  the  ol^eot  of  the 
meeting  was  to  ^ve  a  direction  to  pnblio  oj^- 
i<ni,  which  was  not  to  be  inflnenioed  by  the 
meeting.  Of  deran  States  rejffeaMited  at  that 
meeting,  bat  two  voted  for  tiw  candidate  there 
nomin^ed. 

Amidst  all  the  anticipated  evils  and  direftd 
calamities  coi^nred  np  by  disordered  minds, 
the  resolutions  of  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Mutbb,)  resolntions 
which  embody  more  good  sense  than  all  the 
others  which  have  been  offered,  afford  some 
solace  to  the  mind ;  "  tA4  people  are  virtwnu 
and  intelliffmt  and  thmr  SMretentatwM  are 
wrtkjf  0/  eoi^tdenee."  And  if  there  be  any 
Tsnt  <tf  virtoe  or  intelligence,  the  beat  ai^ 
Barest  mode  to  supply  \L  and  maintidn  pnrity 
Ot  election,  is  the  establiuiment  oi  free  aohools ; 
for  ti^s  pnrpose,  giving  the  new  States  all  fliey 
reaacmably  require,  let  a  part  of  the  nation's 
domain  be  parcelled  oat  for  the  snpport  and 
m^tenance  of  nablio  schools  In  the  old  States. 

I  have  endeavored,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  con- 
vince the  committee  of  the  impropriety  of  the 
proposed  alterations,  and  of  the  importance  of 
that  feature  in  the  federative  ^stem,  to  the 
small  States,  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  from 
fbem.  The  oonstitntioa  may  be  coDsidered  as 
a  compact;  at  the  ttme  it  was  formed,  some 
deforence  waa  thonght  to  be  dne  to  the  sltn»- 
tton  and  lerTioBS  of  the  parties  to  it.  It  be- 
comes not  me  to  say  mnoh  of  the  aervioea  of 
my  native  State,  dnring  onr  revolntiooaiy 
Btnig^e,  her  sofierings,  or  privations;  hat  I 
am  warranted  in  saying,  that  dnring  that  strng- 
ele^  Bhode  Island  foniished  more  men,  and 
lavuhed  more  treasure,  for  the  common  cause, 
in  proportion  to  her  numbers  and  her  wealtii, 
than  any  State  in  the  Uoicm.  She  fought  the 
enemy  wherever  he  was  to  be  found ;  the  war 
was  carried  to  her  very  firerides.  The  island 
on  which  I  reside,  once  the  Eden  of  America, 
was,  for  a  long  period,  the  seat  of  war ;  our 
greoi  flelds  wore  laid  waste,  our  orchards  cot 
down,  housea  burnt  and  teroplea,  dedicated  to 
the  worship  of  Alnughly  GocL  were  converted 
into  barracks  and  hospitals  for  a  British  sol- 
diei7.  The  efiiaoti  of  the  Bevdutinuur  War 
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are  yet  viiihle  in  the  heart  of  Bhode  Island. 
To  fight  her  batties  at  home,  and  to  furnish 
her  qootA  to  fight  the  battles  <Mf  the  nation,  she 
raised  renmenta  upon  her  own  credit  and 
responsibility;  regjments  composed  of  men 
who  have  not  yet  tasted  the  bounty  of  the 
nation,  many  of  whom  are  now  feeding  upon 
indivianal  wiarity,  and  all  d  wham  are  left  in 
old  age,  to 

"  Weep  o'er  their  wounds,  o'er  tales  of  sorrow  done. 
Shoulder  their  crutch,  and  show  how  flelds  were 
won." 

Sir,  dnring  the  late  struggle,  Kbode  Island 
was  not  behind  her  sister  States  in  her  con- 
tributions of  blood  and  treasure.  Some  of  our 
incorporated  institutions  subscribed  their  ci^i- 
talB  to  the  Government  loans;  our  private 
armed  veasela  made  the  enemy,  even  at 
lioyd'a,  sttisible  of  the  existence  m  war.  At 
thememorablebattle<tf  Bridgewtter,  when  the 
MUant  and  inlnpid  Towaon  waa  ponrii^  frmn 
the  months  of  his  fleld-pieoea  sheets  o[  fire^ 
and  carrying  destruction  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy,  he  was  ooveredj  in  part,  by  a  Rhode 
Island  officer,  commanding  Bhode  Island  men 
— by  an  officer  who  w«it  into  battle  at  the 
head  of  a  company,  with  a  tail  complement  of 
men,  whose  company,  when  the  battie  was 
over,  mustered  seventeen  men,  who  were  not 
killed  or  wounded.  A  son  of  Bhode  Island,  at 
the  head  of  a  gfldlant  crew,  from  tiie  same 
Stat&  fooght  the  battle  of  the  Lake-^o,  nr, 
in  tfau  I  am  mistaken,  he  had  not  the  gallant 
crew  "with  which  he  started  trom  Newport 
at  Saokett'a  Harbor  these  men  were  taken  ft<m 
him,  and  he  had  thrown  on  his  hands  the 
refuse,  the  abandoned  of  God's  creation ;  wi^ 
such  ^uff  tiie  lamented  Perry,  with  a  great 
proportion  of  Rhode  Island  officers,  fought  the 
oattle  of  Erie,  when,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  oar  conntry,  fleet  met  fleet,  and,  for 
the  first  time,  fleet  captured  fleet.  I^  in  two 
struggles,  we  have  presented  this  baming  lamp, 
are  gentiemen  now  ready  to  put  out  thi$  liffAt  f 
I  would,  Mr.  Chairman,  were  it  neoessaty  on 
this  oooasiffl^  ^roeal  to  the  feelings,  and  smn- 
mon  to  my  aid  ue  qrmpathiea  of  otov  Statea, 
Tigorona  Vermont,  though  yet  in  your  infancy, 
your  power  has  been  enrttdled,  and,  six  yeara 
ago,  you  were  reminded  of  the  importance  and 
value  of  this  part  ct  the  constitution,  now  at- 
tempted to  be  taken  awi^.  Coimeoticut,  the 
voice  of  eloquence  has  already  g^ren  assurances 
of  your  fidelity.  Delaware,  you  will  ding  to 
this  part  of  the  constitution,  as  the  sheet- 
anchor  of  your  hope.  Ohio,  recollect  the  eons 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  first  broke 
ground  upon  the  banks  of  the  Muskingum; 
your  soil  now  embosoms  the  ashes  of  the  most 
eloquent  advocate  tliat  ever  graced  the  oourta 
of  Rhode  Idand.  "^ij^nia,  prond,  and  jurtlr 
proud,  th6  land  of  hema,  patriots,  stoteonen, 
and  philoaophera,  are  you  i«q;iared  for  thia 
ammdmentf  Ton  have  weady  had  aome 
warning  of  <dd  age  and  dearepitnde;  the 
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leepbn  of  your  poirer  may  be  traniferred  to 
oUmt  handa ;  the  power  of  some  vannted  State 
maj  hereafter  write  the  hicjaut  of  your  glory. 
Hi.  Ohamnaii.  I  faaT»  done-^f  the  rei^tiras 
do  paaa,  I  ahall  be  cemadeA  irith  the  leflMtim 
flf  bniag  made  an  efiort,  feeUe  m  it  has  bean, 
toprmutthc^  pwage — 

SFergama  deztra 
DcfauU  ponent,  etbon  bae  defenia  fUneot. 

I  stibimt  the  interest  of  the  State  I  represent 
to  the  jostice  and  magnanimity  of  the  Honae. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  than  nMe^  and 
sp<^e  as  follows : 

Mr.  Ghaiimaa :  It  is  a  question  relative  to 
Ha  OTgaiiiaticHi  oi  the  General  Government — 
the  nwda  of  amx^ting  the  chi^  £xeontiTe 
MagMrate— in  the  abs^ut,  of  very  little  con- 
BBqaenee,  but  in  its  eonneotion,  of  vast  im- 
portanoew  It  inTolres  the  nrinoiples  of  liberfy, 
and  enters  Into  the  fonnoation  on  which  it 
rests.  It  is  an  instnunent  provided  by  the 
ooDstitntifn  for  the  preeerration  of  freedom, 
and  Has  alone  renders  it  of  mnoh  importance. 

The  sabjeet  has  be«i  involred  in  some  ob- 
aomity,  by  not  diitingniabing  clearly  between 
the  olijiwto  of  the  State  and  General  Gorem- 
ntenb^  and  the  relations  which  the  people  bear 
toeadi. 

Let  ns  trace  the  histwy  of  oar  GoTsmment 
from  its  origin.  When  tiM  colonies  dissolved 
their  ecmneetifn  wz&  G^reat  Britidn,  the  sover- 
eign power  devtrfved  nnon  the  people  of  this 
ooontoy.  The  people  of  each  State  formed  or 
adopted  a  oonstitation,  with  more  or  leas 
power.  StHne  States  invested  their  Govnn- 
moitB  with  entire  sovn^gnty,  others  with 
tinuted  powers.  Daring  the  war  of  the  Bevo- 
lotiDn,  the  States  took  a  part  the  powers,  of 
a  general  nature,  from  their  State  coaptations, 
ai^  with  them,  formed  a  confederate  Govern 
meat  tar  the  thirteen  States,  to  enable  Oongress 
to  carry  on  the  war,  and  to  form  treaties  with 
other  natioDS ;  the  States  retained  the  power 
over  commerce  and  taxation;  Oongress  sop- 
^^^tha  pnUio  treasury  by  qootas  on  the 

This  mode  of  eim>lying  the  treasaiy  proved 
ineffieioit,  and  led  to  &e  formation  of  the 
present  oonstitntion  on  the  basis  of  the  con- 
federation. The  only  essential  powers  that 
were  added,  were  those  over  commerce  and 
taxation;  the  goTermnent  of  territories;  the 
disposition  of  tjae  pnblio  land;  and  a  National 
Jidiciaiy;  and  the  Oovemment  was  made  to 
hare  a  national  operation. 

Why  did  the  people  of  the  several  States 
divide  the  powers  of  sovereign^  between  the 
tro  Governments  9  The  hirtoiy  of  the  times 
■hows  that  it  was  done  from  a  conviction  that 
a  wide  Natunal  Government  was  nnsafs^  and 
wotdd  prove  hostile  to  liberty ;  that  a  smgle 
Government,  for  a  ooontry  of  snob  extent  uid 
dtvMtity  of  interest,  most  be  invested  with  so 
onidi  energy  as  wootd  lead  to  deapotism. 

The  feosiio  of  the  several  States  divided 
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those  powers  which  they  tbon^t  fit  to  dele- 
gate, between  the  two  Governments,  in  eadh 
maimer  as  to  adapt  them  to  the  respective  ends 
tar  wliich  they  were  designed. 

Hie  state  Governments  were  intended  to 
protect  the  rights  of  thdr  members,  within 
their  respective  limits,  from  ii^nries,  without 
force.  The  General  Government  was  intended 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  all  the 
States  from  internal  and  external  force,  and 
upon  the  ooean.  The  people  of  each  Sta^  in 
relation  to  the  State  GoTemmemt,  are  to  be 
conMdered  in  a  separate  federal  or  political 
capadty,  as  dtixens  of  that  particular  State  of 
which  uiey  are  members;  and,  in  relation  to 
the  General  Qovemment,  they  are  to  be  oon- 
Mdmdin  an  asgregate  or  national  capacity, 
as  dtizena  of  the  tTnited  States.  The  rights 
and  interests  of  the  pe(qil&  in  one  oapadty,  are 
not  opposed  to  Hmr  rl^^ts  and  interests  in 
tikeir  crther  cmaoity,  but  are  in  perfect  har- 
mony. What  Is  necesssry  for  the  security  of 
their  liberties,  in  one  ospacity,  is  necessary  in 
the  other.  The  safety  of  the  people,  in  both 
capacities,  depends  on  the  preservation  of  each 
Govermnent  witliin  its  proper  limits.  The 
only  opposition  in  the  case,  is,  between  those 
who  ^nsh  to  deprive  the  States  of  a  portion  of 
their  power,  and  those  who  wish  to  prevent  it ; 
between  those  who  wish  to  disturb  uie  present 
a^jostmrat  oi  powers  between  the  two  Govern* 
mentis  ud  those  who  are  oppoaed  to  it:  be- 
twew  thoae  who  wish  to  traiufer  a  part  of  the 
power  ot  the  States  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  those  who  wish  to  retain  it. 

The  framers  of  the  General  Gtovemmmt 
seem  to  have  anticipated  that  the  possession  of 
the  sword  and  the  purse,  with  the  patronage 
it  must  command,  would  give  that  Govern- 
ment a  prepondenUing  influence,  which  might 
become  dangerous  to  the  States,  snd  they  en- 
deavored to  provide  means  to  ooonteract  this 
tendenoy  to  enlsrgemeut,  which  they  foresaw, 
by  giving  the  States  the  appointment  of  a  por- 
tion of  &e  officers  who  were  to  administer  it: 
by  limiting  its  powers  to  a  fsw  enumerated 
objects ;  and  by  a  prudent  distribution  of  its 
powers. 

The  Section  of  the  chief  Executive  Magis- 
trate of  the  GenersI  Government,  is,  by  the 
constitution,  to  be  made  by  electors  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  several  States,  in  snch  manner 
as  the  Legislatores  thereof  shall  direct,  and,  in 
case  the  electora  shall  fail  to  make  a  choice, 
the  del^ations  of  the  respective  States,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  are  to  select  the 
President  from  the  three  candidates  having  tiie 
highest  number  of  Sectoral  votes,  hi  th«r 
FMeral  or  pcditioal  d^uwities,  each  State  having 
one  vote. 

A  State,  in  all  oases  where  the  term  is  used- 
in  the  constitution,  in  rdation  to  choice  or 
action,  is  to  be  considered  as  a  moral  person, 
and  evidently  means  the  people,  in  their  cor- 

E orate  or  political  character.  The  Legislatare 
\  the  organ  by  which  the  people  express  their 
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will,  in  the  first  instanoe,  and  wUoh  they 
direct  the  mode  or  manner  in  which  their  will 
dull  be  otherwise  expressed. 

The  meaning  of  this  article  of  the  oon- 
stitntion  is,  that  the  people  of  each  State  shall 
appoint  eleotora,  in  moh  manner  as  they,  in 
their  oorporate  or  ptdideal  oapadt^,  afaall  see 
fit  This  pomrto  renlale  the  node  of  ap- 
pdnting  deotors  In  eiich  Btate,  la,  ther^ore,  a 
Stats  rightj  and  is  to  be  euroised  aeowding  to 
the  im^iua^led  diuretitm  of  the  people  ot  the 
State,  l^iis  is  the  oonstitalional  regulation,  and 
does  away  ^e  ol;|eodon  reUtiTe  to  the  want 
of  nnifonnity :  nniftnmity  implies  regulation, 
and  is  inoompatible  with  disoretion ;  to  regu- 
late it  wonld  be  to  destroy  it. 

The  people  of  eaoh  Btate  are  at  Uberty  to 
exercise  this  light  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  shall  jadge  it  will  be  most  beneficial  to 
their  interests.  They  may  make  tbe  a^M^t- 
meat  by  delegates  chosen  for  the  sole  and  ex- 
press purpose,  or  they  may  ^)poiiit  ita  eleetOTS 
themsuves  in  the  first  instanoe,  dther  by  a 
gmeral  t^et,  or  1^  larger  or  smaller  dlstriots. 

The  ottJect  of  the  power  was  to  seonre  the 
integrity  and  independenoe  of  the  several 
States,  by  reserving  to  them  the  control  over 
tiie  election  of  the  chief  Eieontive  MaglBtrate 
of  the  General  GoTemment,  who  wonld  be,  in 
some  meaeore,  responMble  to  them,  and  who 
would  be  booad,  by  this  tie,  to  resist  any 
coarse  of  policy  that  would  lead  to  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  powu*  and  inflnenoe  of  the  States, 
or  who,  as  a  fiaithfol  sentinel,  would  apprise 
them  of  tbe  ^iproaob  of  danger  from  that 
quarter.  This  power  is  a  most  efflcdent  weapon 
of  sdf-ddtooe;  it  will  enaUe  the  States  in 
any  erisU  that  may  threaten  their  independ- 
enoe, to  arrest  the  motions  of  the  Government, 
and  avert  the  danger.  It  is  a  federal  power  of 
resistance,  analogous  to  that  power  which  is 
inherent  in  the  people  of  every  Government  to 
arrest  its  career  when  it  beeves  destnotive 
of  the  ends  of  the  socisl  contract. 

In  case  a  Osear  should  ever  obtain  the 
Executive  chair,  and  should  attempt  to  remove 
the  obstmctions  which  tiie  State  Governments 
would  interpose  to  his  ambition,  the  States, 
by  the  bare  refusal  to  act,  taaj,  within  fbur 
years,  arrest  his  oourse,  and  rednoe  him  to  a 
private  station. 

Although  it  is  a  poweifbl,  yet  it  is  a  moMoNs 
weapon  of  self-defence ;  it  is  a  civil  remedy 
provided  by  the  constatation,  as  a  snbstitute 
for  civil  war  and  bloodshed,  and  a  preservative 
agunst  the  miseries  it  inflit^t8;  it  is  a  wise 
provision,  which  will  enable  the  States  to  re- 
daim  the  Government  from  its  errors,  without 
annihilating  or  chmging  it;  to  bring  it  back 
to  first  principles,  and  te  reanimate  it  with  the 
roirit  Of  liberty ;  it  was  a  precious  invention  of 
the  Oonvention  who  framed  the  constitution, 
and  is  peculiar  to  the  Federal  Government. 
It  is,  also,  a  AormfaM  power ;  it  can  only  be 
used  by  the  States  in  conoot,  and  is  a  measure 
to  whidi  they  wiU  never  resor^  exoapt  in  ex- 


treme cases,  when  their  independence  is  at 
stake.  All  important,  however,  as  this  power 
is,  it  can  oi^  l>e  exerdsed  by  the  people  of 
the  several  States^  in  their  political  capacities. 
To  take  the  control  of  the  eleeticai  from  the 
States  ia  to  annihUate  it.  It  is  a  Federal^  and 
not  a  national  power,  and  cannot  be  exercised 
in  a  national  capacity.  Take  it  fitmi  the 
States,  and  they  inll  still  be  political  societies, 
but,  like  Samson  shorn  of  his  locks,  their 
strength  will  be  gone.  Would  it  not  be  a 
Bpedes  of  self-immiolatiion  tor  the  States  to  sur- 
render a  power  so  interwoven  with  thsir  ptditi- 
cal  existence? 

The  resolations  before  the  committee,  both 
involve  the  same  princuple.  They  prc^Ktse  to 
take  from  the  States  all  manner  of  control  over 
the  election  of  President— inciiaent  or  final— 
to  destroy  its  Fed«il  duvacter,  and  to  make 
itnationu. 

They  assume  to  oonfor  a  benefit^  by  making 
the  dMtimL  vnilbrm  ter  dlsbiota  in  every  &«te^ 
and,  under  this  disguise,  inopose  to  strip  the 
people  ot  tbe  several  States  of  their  oonstita- 
tional  power  ovw  the  electicai.  and  aim  a 
deadly  blow  at  one  of  the  sfemghdlds  of  their 
Ubertiee. 

The  adoption  of  tbe  resolutions  would  make 
the  election  of  the  President  purdy  national ; 
would  deprive  the  people  of  the  several  States, 
in  th^  poUtioed  ciuaaoities,  of  their  oonstituent 
power,  and  render  mm  irrespfmdble  to  them. 

The  preservation  of  the  pnblio  liberty  re- 
quires t^t  the  boimdariei «  the  two.Govem- 
menta  should  be  observed.  The  olgects  of  tiie 
General  OovemmMi^  and  the  nature,  of  its 
powers,  are  oaleulatea  to  give  it  a  preponderat- 
ing influence  over  those  of  the  States.  It  is 
our  shi^  in  war;  its  offices  have  more  at- 
tractions for  talent  and  ambition  than  those  q{ 
the  States,  and  its  public  expenditures  embrace 
a  wider  range,  and  are  more  diffiiave  in  thur 
benefits. 

Beads,  bridges,  and  canals,  are  the  subjects 
of  intetnal  improvement  Their  use  is  to 
faoilitato  intercourse  and  transportation,  from 
one  place  to  another. 

If  any  sul^ects  whatever  require  monioipal 
reeulatkm  more  than  others,  ttteee  are  those 
sattjeots.  Boads  and  Inidgea  were  a  part  ct 
the  iHiteia  naasiitow  to  which  every  dtiaen 
was  bound  to  contribute  by  tbe  anoent  law. 
They  are  altc^ether  of  a  local  nature;  thej 
require  local  taxation,  local  superintendence^ 
and  local  proteoticm.  Internal  improvement 
was  not  among  the  purposes  for  which  the 
General  Government  was  instituted,  nor  is  it 
the  ol^ect  of  any  one  of  its  enumerated  powers. 
If  the  General  Government  has  any  power 
over  the  sal{Ject,  what  are  its  limits?  How  is 
it  to  be  carried  into  effect,  without  interfering 
with  the  Legislative  and  Jndidal  anthori^ 
of  the  States? 

It  appears  to  me  that  tin  general  aoljeot 
clearly  bdoogs  to  the  States,  and  that  the 
oases  in  whiui  it  mar  postiUy  boeome  naoea- 
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M17  to  tiie  ezeenUon  of  Uie  mnmersted  pow* 
en  of  the  Genend  Ooveimoent,  ore  exoeptioiu 
to  the  role,  and  a  oonfinnation  of  it 

The  eztenenon  of  the  powera  of  the  Oeneral 
Goreniment,  to  naj  sabject  erldMitlj  within 
the  oogiuzaaoe  of  the  8tat«a,  removes  one 
liUTier  against  the  inroads  of  that  Qoremment 
vpoB  flw  aomvigoly  and  faid^Miideiiee  of  the 
States. 

An  ambition  for  national  affgranffizement  Is 
not  «aril7  ooaflned  to  prescribed  limits,  nor  is 
H  apt  to  be  checked  bj  constitntional  ecrcples. 
How  baa  ft  b^pened  that  a  constitution  fram- 
ed for  the  tMTitor7  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
"bj  the  treaty  of  1788,  has  been  extended  to 
iho  American  Archipelago,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the  other  t  Misht 
H  not,  on  the  same  principles,  be  extended  to 
embrace  the  bland  d  Owyhee,  on  the  one 
Bde,  and  St.  Domingo  on  the  other! 

Sir.  the  iirtenliott  of  the  ft-amers  of  the  oon- 
■titntion  la  Anther  evinced  by  the  distaribntlcm 
of  its  pcwoT  among  &e  different  branches  of 
the  Exeeative  and  Legislative  departanwita. 

The  nnridoit  la  oEeoted  for  fonr  years ;  is 
eommaoda^-dnrf  of  the  army  and  navy;  has 
the  ndnrive  power  of  nominating  pnbUc 
officers  but  the  oonoarrenoe  of  the  Senate  is 
neoesaary  to  their  appointment;  he  has  the 
power  of  negotiating  treaties — bnt  the  con8ra.t 
of  two-Uiirds  of  the  Senators  preeent  is  neoea- 
tarr  to  their  ratification ;  and  he  has  a  qoaU- 
fied  negatiTe  in  legislation. 

The  Honae  of  ItopreseDtatives  la  elected  for 
two  years ;  has  the  exclosiTe  right  of  originat- 
ing impeadiments ;  has  the  exclwdTe  power  of 
onipnating  rercome  laws,  salfjeet  to  the  poww 
of  the  Senate  to  amend  them  as  in  other  cases, 
and  a  eo-eqoal  power  with  the  Smate  In  mdl- 
nary  legidation ;  and  has  the  power  of  electing 
the  President  in  case  no  choice  is  made  by  the 
Eleetwi,  when  the  members  vote  by  States, 
each  8t^  having  one  vote. 

The  Senate  is  elected  for  six  years ;  has  the 
exdomve  power  of  trying  impeaclmienta,  ex- 
cept  in  ease  of  the  impeaehment  of  the  Prest- 
dcait,  when  the  Ohief  Jiutioe  is  associated  with 
them ;  has  oo-eqn^  power  with  the  Honse  of 
BepresMitativee  in  legislation,  except  In  the 
origination  of  revatue  bills;  has  a  oonenrrent 
power  with  the  President  in  the  m>omtment 
of  pnbUet^lotts;  and  the  orauent  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  preaoit  is  neoessary  to  the 
viBaty(rfato«at7. 

The  permanency  of  the  Senate,  and  the  vari- 
008  powers,  Exeontive,  Legidative,  and  JwU- 
dal,  vested  in  that  bcMly,  renders  H  the  pre- 
onioent  power  of  the  constitution.  The  onion 
of  the  Benate  with  the  Executive,  in  the  troaty- 
making  power,  is  ealenlated  to  g^ve  that  body 
an  important  influence,  if  not  the  principal 
eontrol,  over  onr  foreign  relations.  It  is  the 
property  of  every  permanent  body  to  carry  its 
powers  to  their  ntmost  extent. 

Doctor  Bobertson,  in  his  observatioos  on  the 
BefimnatioD,  in  hla  faistoory  ct  Oharlea  Y. 
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affirms,  that  history  ftpmishes  no  instance  of  a 
relinqviriiment  of  power  by  an  organized  body 
of  men,  nnless  it  was  imposed  on  them  hj  a 
foreign  hand.  A  disposition  to  monopolize  a 
eontrol  of  this  power  wonld  embarrass  onr 
negotiations ;  wonld  destroy  the  responsibility 
of  the  Execntive ;  wonld  depive  the  country  of 
the  benefits  ot  his  wisdom  and  experienoe,  and 
would  strip  the  departDunt  cf  m  moat  im- 
portant ftitfare. 

The  ifflndpal  aeenrity  we  have  tar  the  fUHi- 
ftal  exercise  of  the  vast  powers  vested  in  the 
Senate,  is  the  personal  character  of  its  mem- 
bers: the  bo^  may  be  considered  as  pe>^ 
manent ;  the  members  sbu^  the  patronage 
Government,  as  well  as  contribnte  to  confer  it; 
they  are  not  liable  to  impeachment,  and  their 
responsibility  is  weakened  by  the  changeable 
character  of  the  State  Legidatnres.  They  are 
the  sole  gnwdians  of  their  own  pmity ;  and  the 
obIj  relianoe  of  the  nation  agauut  uie  cornqn 
Hon  of  the  body,  ia  npon  the  mtaal  mm,  and 
the  sense  of  honor,  of  the  individual  membeEa 
and  upon  the  disposition  which  their  self- 
respect  will  dictate  to  preserve  the  body  fhnn 
otmtamin^Aon,  hy  the  power  of  expnlsion. 

Oonstitnted  as  the  Senate  now  is,  it  is  to  be 
wished  that  no  man  shoold  be  advanced  to  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  august  assembly  who 
is  not  as  pure  as  was  Aristides,  aa  wise  as  Bt^aOf 
and  as  patrotio  aa  Begulns. 

Exceptionable  as  the  constitution  of  the  Sen- 
ate is  in  theory,  a  different  organization  might  be 
liable  to  greyer  practical  evils.  If  the  sole 
power  ovw  onr  foreign  relations  was  vested  in 
the  Executive,  tiie  ^ortness  of  his  term  ct 
office,  and  the  {Sequent  change  of  the  in- 
cnmbenta,  mi^t  lead  to  a  ohaxygMble  poli<7, 
<v  to  a  more  exoq>tionable  course  of  tempori** 
bigexpedients. 

Why  was  the  Smate  made  the  depository  of 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  powers  delegated  to 
the  G^erflJ  Government?  Why  was  it  put  in 
the  power  of  that  body  to  control  the  opera- 
tions of  both  the  Executive  and^Legidative 
departmeuts  of  the  Oovemmenff  It  wa^ 
doubUeas,  because  the  members  of  the  Senate 
represented  the  States ;  were  chosen  by  them, 
and  were  responsible  to  them,  and  would  be 
bound  by  thu  tie  to  defend  the  sovereignty 
and  independenoe  ot  the  States  against  any 
plan  of  policy  that  would  impair  them,  or,  in 
ease  they  should  UiH  in  thdr  effints  to  do  thii^ 
would  be  bound  to  apprise  the  States  they  rqir^ 
sented,  of  the  danger  with  which  they  were 
threatened. 

I  shall  now  notice  a  few  of  the  reasona 
assigned  for  taking  the  ultimate  or  contingent 
election  fttnn  the  House  of  Bepresattativea^ 
which  have  not  been  as  folly  answered  m 
others. 

It  is  said  that  the  election  by  the  Honse 
Representatives,  violates  the  maxim  which 
inhibits  the  division  of  power  between  the 
Executive  and  Legidative  departmeuts. 

The  election  invdves  no  exeroise  of  Exeon- 
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tire  or  Legislative  power :  it  is  a  confltitoent 
act,  by  the  delegations  of  the  several  States, 
in  their  Federal  capacities,  constitntiiig  a  Presi- 
dent  It  is  an  act  in  which  no  other  deipart< 
mmt  has  acj  participation ;  when  the  ohoioe 
Is  made,  the  power  ceases.  The  ot^ection, 
therefore,  does  not  avplf  to  a  case  like  this. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  those  who  vote  for  the 
saocessftil  candidate  will  becouM  the  partisans 
of  his  administration.  In  answer  to  this  it 
maj  be  obaerTed,  that  the  m^joritj  are  onder 
no  stronger  moral  or  political  obli^tions  to 
support  the  administration  of  an  Execntive, 
elected  according  to  the  forms  of  the  constitn- 
tioiif  tliaji  the  minority.  Every  citizen  is 
boond,  by  his  allegianoe,  to  sapport  the  con- 
Btitational  measnreB  of  the  GoTComnent,  while 
they  continue  in&rce. 

Sir,  intimatioDB  have  been  ■oggeeted  In  this 
debi^  fkvoring  an  oppoeition  oFthe  minority 
to  ccmstitataonal  anthoritiy,  which  I  eondder 
hostUe  to  the  Tei7  bdng  of  the  Bepnblioan 
system. 

The  constant  oalomny  of  the  motives  of  pub- 
lic men,  not  only  lessens  the  veneration  for 
tiiem  in  the  nunds  of  the  people,  but,  by  the 
prinidple  of  assodation,  lessens  their  general  es- 
timate of  character,  lessens  their  own  self-re- 
spect, and  thus  removes  one  of  the  atroueest 
guaroB  of  virtue,  and  lowen  the  itandard  t»tbe 
pablic  morals. 

It  is  thu  trait  in  the  moral  oonstitntion  of 
man  that  gives  to  ednoation  ltd  power  in  fimn- 
iog  the  moral  oharaoter  of  yontii ;  and  aa  In- 
trigant writer  oontends  tiut,  by  a  wise  im- 
provement of  this  fiuulty,  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  pnblic  mlers  of  a  State  to  improve  the 
moral  character  of  the  nation ;  that  the  pnblio 
p(dioT  may  be  so  modified,  in  relation  to  our 
moru  feelings,  as  to  render  a  people  humane  or 
omel,  brave  or  timid,  high-minoed  or  mean- 
spirited,  virtuous  or  vidona. 

It  is  fhrther  all^d,  that  the  election  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  ezpoaes  the  members 
to  be  diverted  tnm  tbnir  on^  by  EzeGntive 
patronage. 

The  refhtation  of  the  leading  fiaatiire  ci  Uila 
oltfeotion,  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded 
me,  ffiumpts  me  flrom  the  neoaasi^  cS  notudng 
it 

I  shonld  have  no  oljection  to  transfer  this 
power  to  aoy  other  body,  provided  the  federa- 
tive principle  was  preserved,  if  I  could  discover 
that  tiiere  was  any  such,  who  would  be  under 
stronger  obligations  to  oonsolt  the  public  inter- 
ests, or  better  qualified  to  promote  them. 

It  is  proposed  to  send  the  election  back  to 
the  electonJ  colleges,  or  some  other  board  of 
electors.  I  cannot  perceive  any  advantage  to 
he  gained  by  this  arrangement 

Every  election,  alter  the  first,  must  be  by 
Btatea,  each  State  giving  one  vote,  to  {uresave 
the  original  compact  cS  the  oonstitiitKn  with 
the  small  States,  and  to  preserve  the  great  ora- 
servative  principle  of  State  aover^gn^  and  in- 
dqwndenoe ;  and  there  Is  no  body  of  this  na- 
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tion  more  responuble,  or  better  informed,  than 
the  House  of  Bepresentativee. 

Ur.  Ohairman,  something  has  been  aaid,  in 
the  oonrse  of  this  debate,  respecting  the  danger 
to  which  our  Khuty  is  exposedf  and  respecting 
the  means  of  preserving  it  It  has  been  the 
purpose  of  my  argument  to  show,  that  the 
ad<^on  of  the  reeolations  before  the  commit- 
tee would  endanger  our  liberty,  and  that  the 
preservation  of  the  power,  seoundto  the  States 
ux  their  political  omaoities  by  the  oonstitatitm, 
over  the  election  the  President  and  Senate, 
and  the  restriction  of  the  operations  of  the 
General  Oovemment  to  its  constitutional  limits, 
are  essential  means  of  preserving  it 

I  will,  in  oonolosicHi,  make  a  faw  more  par- 
tionlar  observations  respeoting  the  prindplee 
that  oonBtitato  tiie  fonndatirai  of  fne  St^ee^ 
with  aa  mndh  Inwvi^  and  aimj^UfdV^  as  poni- 
ble,  with  some  histonoal  UlaitnitiaM. 

Civil  liberty  depends  on  the  orgamiatiMi  ot 
society,  the  moral  character  of  the  people,  and 
a  free  constitution.  An  equality  of  rank  and 
propwty  among  the  people^  intelligence  and 
virtae  to  qualify  them  far  subndssion  to  the  will 
of  the  minority,  and  a  constitution  embracing 
the  priomples  of  liberty,  are  essential  to  a  well- 
ordered  Bepublic ;  and  it  will  be  weakened  or 
destroyed  by  such  causes  as  are  calculated  to 
modify  or  change  any  ot  these  damentaiy 
prim^lea. 

A  free  coDstitation  onght  to  seonre  the  prii^ 
dple  of  representation,  periodical  dtoction,  pw> 
scmal  aeoority,  trial  by  jury,  and  a  free  pnn. 

The  Greeks  eiyoyea  an  equality  of  rank  and 
property,  and,  in  the  early  period  of  their  hi»> 
tory,  wwe  virtoous  and  intelligent;  but  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  advantages  of  a  Beprer 
sentative  Government,  and  their  constitutions 
were  extremely  defective  in  their  organization. 

The  contests  betwem  those  among  whom 
the  difierrat  powers  of  government  were  al- 
lotted, gener^ed  factions.    These  made  the 

Eiople  venal  and  lioentioos,  and  rendered  them 
capable  of  self-government,  and  the  admission 
(tf  Philm  of  Haoedon  to  a  se^  in  tiie  Amphio- 
tyonio  OoiuuhI,  pat  a  period  to  their  independ- 
ence. 

The  Bomans  were  divided  Into  xanka.  The 
people,  in  the  early  stages  d  the  Bepnblio, 
were  virtoous,  but  the  Government  was  badly 
organized.  AJthoogh  the  people  had  a  share  in 
the  choice  of  their  magistrates  and  publio  offi- 
cers, and  in  making  their  Isws,  yet  they  never 
understood  the  tnie  prindples  of  r^reaentsr 
tion,  nor  did  they  ap^  tlwn  to  the  case  of 
le^atation. 

After  tiie  expulsion  of  the  kings,  the  prind- 
pal  power  was  lodged  in  the  Senate^  wbfbh  was 
composed  of  the  patridans,  andbetwne  an  iron- 
handed  aristooraoy. 

The  rigoroua  measnrea  of  that  body  fiffoed 
the  people  to  rethn  from  the  city  to  the  sacred 
mount  and  the  estahUshment  of  the  ttibnnitial 
antlumty  waa  the  condition  of  tbmr  retom. 
The  Tribunes  had  a  negative  npon  the  acts  of 
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the  Senate;  the  boundary  between  the  power* 
of  the  two  bodies  was  imlefinite,  and  the  coa- 
teita  between  than  fiv  power  genwated  fiw- 
tiou  and  o(»Tnpted  tbe  people.  War  was  the 
primipal  ooonj^atitHi  tiie  dtisuis;  agrionl- 
tore,  ecnomsroe,  and  the  arts,  were  the  em- 
ploTiiKiit  of  davea.  While  not  engaged  in 
war,  thej  were  Idle,  and  became  Temtl.  The 
unties,  by  beio^  suffered  to  plonder  the  prov- 
ince*, becaine  lioeotionfl,  and  the  repnblie  be- 
came the  spoil  of  ambition,  a  victim  of  faction, 
sod  a  Ucentions  soldiery.  Onaar  did  not 
tspire  for  the  empire  until  the  people  of  Bome 
had  become  Inc^kable  of  self-govermn«it,  and 
were  pr^Mred  for  a  master. 

By  tbe  feudal  system,  modem  Enn^  was 
Prided  into  ranks  of  princes  and  heracUtary 
noblei^  who  eogroBsed  the  lands ;  andtiwocon- 
mon  people  who  w«e  their  tenant^  and,  nnlall 
tlie  establishment  tiS  standing  armies  by  Onarles 
^  Seventh,  in  1448,  formed  the  soldiery  of 
file  ^flbrent  States  or  kingdoms.  Tbe  people 
had  DO  share  in  Gorenunent.  The  whole 
powers  of  Gtoverament  were  vested  In  the 
princes  and  nobility. 

This  ofganization  of  sociefy  and  Oovemment 
stni  exists  in  most  countries  in  Enrope,  and 
preclodes  the  ezistenoe  of  free  Gkirenunent 
A  fn»  eonstitation  is  incompatible  with  a 
feudal  (H-ganizataon  of  society.  Power  will 
fidlow  property  where  it  is  engrossed  by  a  tew 
band^  and  who  are  fortified  m  its  ei^oyment 
by  reetrahitB  agunst  alienatitm.  It  is  a  law  of 
onr  being,  that  men  should  be  governed  by 
those  upon  whom  they  are  d^iendent  tor 
mbastenoa 

Tbe  forms  of  a  free  Government  are  of  little 
lase  without  the  capacity  to  ei^oy  it  The 
establishment  of  such  a  Government  on  a  feu- 
dsl  bans  would  be,  in  a  great  measure,  useless 
to  the  people;  the  elections  would  be  con- 
trolled by  the  king  and  the  nobles,  and  every 
measore  would  be  dictated  by  them.  Such  a 
OovemmeDt  would  probably  be  an  evil,  by 
making  the  people  the  instruments  of  strength- 
ening the  chains  that  bind  them  to  th^  oon- 
ditiMU 

Tbue  are  Ihe  reascms  -why  tiie  attempts  to 
establish  free  Govermnents  in  France,  and 
elsewhere,  on  a  feudal  organization  of  society, 
hare  biled,  and,  while  it  continues,  must  faiL 

Before  free  Governments  can  sncoeed  in 
those  countries,  society  must  be  reorganized ; 
rank  must  t>e  abolished,  or  some  means  adopt- 
ed to  countervail  its  inflnoice;  tiie  restrunta 
agunst  the  alienation  of  real  property  most  be 
remored,  and  the  people  admitted  to  an  eqnal- 
itj  of  political  rijj^ts,  and  inatmcted  in  the 
elements  of  freedom,  to  render  them  capable 
of  self-govemmenti. 

liberty  was  established  in  England,  by  tbe 
StxoDs,  beftne  the  Ibadalayitem  wasin^odneed 
byWidiam  theKorman.  The  spirit  of  Hberty 
aod  feudalism  have  been  in  peipetnal  conflict 
from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  and  every 
lerolntion  in  that  oom^  has  termiuUed  In 
ToL 
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&vor  of  pnblio  liberty.  It  was  tbe  spirit  of 
Sanm  liber^  wUeh  prodnoed  the  represeota- 
tion  of  the  people  in  Parliament)  and  procured 
tiie  great  charter,  trial  tff^Jnrr,  the  habeas  oi«^ 
pus  act,  a  free  press,  and  aH  rb»  limitations  vn. 
the  royal  prerogative.  Tbe  same  si^rit  has 
made  great  inroads  on  the  feudal  ajnton  of 
landed  property;  has  contrived  means  to  un- 
fetter inheritanoes,  and  remove  tbe  resbaSnts 
against  alienation. 

These  innovations  in  the  lavs  of  real  property 
in  England,  with  the  immense  acotmnustion  of 
personal  property,  created  by  the  exertions 
an  indostrious  people  vigorously  employed  in 
agriculture,  commerce,  andmannfaotnres,  ooun- 
tarail,  hi  a  great  degree,  the  ioflnenoe  of  the 
feudal  orgaidation  of  soolety ;  snd  the  power 
(rf  the  rqiresentatives  of  the  pe(^I&  over  the 
public  sujmlies,  forms  a  balance  to  the  heredi- 
tary prinmplea  of  tbe  constitution,  and  renders 
them,  compared  with  other  conntriee  where  tbe 
feudal  system  prevails,  a  free  people. 

An  equality  of  rank  and  property,  tbe  virtue 
and  intelligence  of  tbe  people,  and  the  freedom 
of  thdr  ooostitutioDs,  make  the  United  States 
tbe  freest  nation  on  earth. 

The  people  of  the  sevfual  States  framed  the 
confederation  to  manage  the  affairs  of  peace  and 
war,  and.  to  regulate  their  intercourse  with 
other  natioDS.  fii  framing  the  present  consti- 
tution the  General  'Govemment,  to  the  pow- 
ers of  peace  and  war  they  added  the  power  over 
oommeroe  and  taxation,  and  gave  it  a  nattonal 
operation. 

They  rely  upon  the  State  Governments  for  the 
protectkm  of  their  rights  against  injuries  with- 
out force,  and  upon  the  General  Govemment 
for  protection  from  external  and  internal  vio- 
lence. 

Tbe  security  of  oar  liberties  depends  on  the 
concurrent  operation  of  the  two  uovemments 
in  their  respective  limits.  The  tendency  of 
things  is  to  give  a  preponderance  to  the  General 
Government.  Hie  invasion  of  the  powers  of 
the  States  by  tlie  General  Government,  and  the 
corruption  of  manner^  are  the  principal  sources 
of  dtmger  to  pabUo  liberty.  An  ambitions 
spirit  for  national  sffirandizement  and  national 
giory,  leads  to  the  m«t  evil  and  faction  to  the 
second. 

The  proper  exercise  of  the  power  which  the 
States  now  have  by  the  constitution,  over  tbe 
election  of  the  President  and  Senate,  will  enable 
them  to  check  the  Inroads  of  the  General  Gov- 
emment on  their  sovereignty  and  independence. 
Public  virtue  and  an  enlightened  pnbUo  opinion 
only  can  check  the  raogress  of  foction. 

The  object  of  the  resolutions  before  the 
ctHnmktee  is  to  take  from  the  States  one  ot  the 
priwdpal  means  prodded  by  the  constitaticni 
for  their  security  against  the  encroaohmentB  of 
the  General  Government  npon  the  rights  re- 
served to  the  States.  Befiwe  the  advocates  of 
the  resolutions  can  with  mj  propriety  aak  for 
the  surrender  of  the  power  which  the  States 
now  have  over  the  aleoti»  of  Fneidant,  tlHQr 
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are  botmd  to  show  that  the  reservation  of  this 

gower  is  not  neoeasary  for  the  aeotirity  of  the 
tatM  in  anj  eruis  that  oanh^ipeninAeoDfliat 
for  power  between  the  two  Gorermnents. 
That  a  sorronder  of  the  power  will  not  augment 
the  comparative  inflwenoe  at  the  General  Oot- 
eminent— or  that  the  State  Goremmeats  are 
not  neceiaaiy,  and  that  a  GoTenunoit  pnrely 
national  wodU  be  a  better  aaftgnard  to  ovr 
libertiesu 

Sir,  I  hare  riven  my  sentiment*  freely  on  the 
several  topics  I  have  mentioned.  I  have  no  in- 
terest hnt  the  welfare  my  eoutitoenta,  and 
preservation  of  the  pablio  liberty. 

There  ia  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  late  election  has  some  Inflnwoe  on 
this  discnasion.  It  is  always  nnwise  to  make 
great  changes  to  suit  a  partionlar  criris. 

It  was  of  litde  oaueqiwioe  to  tbe  pnbUe 
liboiy  whioh  of  the  oandf  dates  soooeeded^thiqr 
were  all  honoral^e  men — bnt  it  to  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  pnblio  liberty  that  the  States 
ahoold  ret^n  all  the  essential  powers  which  tbe 
ooDstitation  haa  provided  far  their  seonrity. 
On  motitm  of  Mr.  Isi.ck8,  the  emnodttee  then 
and  havinc  obttdned  leave  to  lit  again, 
e  Honae  aqjoamed. 


WnmsDAT,  March  IS. 

After  the  reading  of  the  jonmal,  Mr.  Owin 
rose,  and  annoanced  to  the  Hoose  the  death  of 
the  Honorable  Chbutopbse  Raskin.  theBepre- 
aentative  from  the  State  of  MisBbaippi,  In  the 
following  terms : 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  painfnl  dnty  of  annonnoing 
to  the  Hoose  the  death  of  the  distingi^ed  Bep- 
resoitative  of  the  State  of  Mississ^pl,  has  de- 
T(dved  on  me.  I  do  not,  I  cannot  attempt  a 
paaegyrio  on  the  memory  of  the  deoeased. 
His  death  b  a  national  oahunlty.  He  was,  nr, 
a  stateaman,  a  patriot,  and  an  honest  man :  his 
lOBB  to  his  State  is  irreparable ;  his  place  here 
cannot  eadly  be  filled.  Virtnona,  philanthropic, 
and  charitable,  all  who  knew  him  wwe  ms 
friends — enemies  he  had  none. 

Wherenpon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  0wx5,  the 
Eonse  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

SetolMd,  mammonJg,  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  tesUiy  their  reqieet  fitr  the  memory  of 
CHaisTOPHEa  RAniM,  by  wearing  crape  m  tfu  left 
arm  for  thirty  days, 

JUtolMd  mmimamlgf  That  the  members  ot  tUs 
Howe  win  attend  the  flmeral  of  tbe  late  CHuato- 
rxB  Ramkik,  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Rttolvfd,  That  a  Committee  of  Arrangement  be 
appointed,  and  the  Senate  be  notified  thMooC 

And  then  the  Home  adjourned 


TftDBSDAT,  March  19. 

This  day  waa  devoted,  by  both  Hboaes  of 
Ocmgret^  to  fioaeral  solemnitioi,  eoiiaeqUDt  on 


TunnxT,  March  21. 

On  motlnt  of  Ifr,  MoDinnn&  the  Hosae 
uain  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  afei^  (tf  the  UniMi  on  Uie  reaolnticma  hen- 
tofore  snbmitted  by  him,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Oonstitatioa  of  the  Uidted  States. 

Mr.  kaoKB  addressed  the  oommittee  aa  Itj- 
lows: 

Mr.  Obairman :  If  the  subject  now  referred 
to  the  oommittee  were  like  the  ordinary  objeota 
of  legislation  upon  which  we  are  called  to  act, 
it  would  long  since  have  been  ezhaosted ;  bnt 
the  history  of  man,  the  nature  of  man,  the 
stroctore  onr  Government,  and  onr  eiperienoe 
under  it,  fbmiah  the  sources  from  which  this 
iavestigatiw  mnstbedraWn;  and  those  sonroea 
are  inezhanstible. 

Before  I  proceed  to  ocmridertbe  propoatiooa 
ctHuprdbuided  in  these  Tearintiona,  pnndt  me 
to  notice  some  ol{}ectionB  whi^  have  been 
thrown  in  the  way  oi  onr  pn^jreas.  It  is  ob- 
jected that  this  is  twtaproper  time  to  act  opm 
the  amendments  proponng  a  change  in  the  con- 
stitotion,  relative  to  the  election  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  Prerident,  because  we  have  jnst 
gotten  out  of  that  contest :  two  years  ago  we 
were  told  that  that  was  not  a  proper  time  to  act 
on  these  same  amendments,  bet^ose  we  were 
then  upon  the  eve  of  that  election ;  and  two 
years  hence  the  same  objection  will  be  repeat- 
ed. Mar  I  ask,  then,  when  wUl  be  the  proper 
timet  The  answer  will  be,  that,  to  such  aa 
made  tbe  otjeotion,  that  time  will  never  oonw 
— the  four  years  between  the  last  and  the  next 
Preridential  election  is  Jnst  sa  Iraig  is  it  ever 
win  be  betweui  those  periodical  ooonrrttioeB. 

It  is  also  said,  tiiat  the  number  of  resdntioni^ 
and  the  variona  plana  which  have  been  pro- 
posed, ia  another  objection  to  onr  proceeding  hi 
this  undertaking.  That  ciroonutance  may,  and 
I  fear  will,  oooanon  some  difficulty,  and  proba- 
bly the  greatest  which  may  be  fbond,  in  settling 
down  npon  any  given  proposition ;  bnt  it  cer- 
tainly does  not  prove  that  ue  attempt  ought  not 
seriously  to  be  made ;  on  the  contrary,  itia  bat 
another  proof  that  the  state  of  tldngs  requires 
it;  that  tiie  country  expeota  it:  that  the  people 
are  ripe  for  it;  that  the  neeasnty  <rfthe  case  ia 
i^parent,  from  actoal  experiment;  and  hmoe 
it  1^  that  proporitiona  from  all  parts  of  the  Un- 
ion have  poured  in  upon  as,  the  whole  of  than 
pointing  to  such  a  change  In  the  mode  of  eleot- 
mg  these  officers,  as  shall  prevent  the  choice 
i^m  b^ng  referred  to  Oongress,  This,  I  be- 
lieve, is  a  strong  fiaature  in  all  the  resolutiona 
which  have  been  submitted,  except  that  grave 
resolve  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennnlvania, 
fMr.  MnntB,)  whi<^  hi  effbct,  asks  that  the 
Oommittee  of  the  whde  <m  the  state  of  the 
Union  shall  determine  that  ib»  oonstitatkii  la 
the  constitution.  The  gentleman  from  Masa*- 
ehoaetta,  (Mr.  Eveirt,)  indeed,  e<mdudes  that 
all  these  proooaitlnu  are  only  80  many  vicktioiia 

the  oonatitntioo,  whioh  we  are  all  sworn  to 
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nppMi.  And  the  gentieman  from  MAine,  (Ur. 
Hrattoy,)  vbo  Beems  to  bawe  looked  farther  into 
this  matter,  md  diaoowed  that  the  ootwtitntion 
has  proridedfor  ita  ownamendmenL  andpdnt- 
ed  out  the  mode^  is  williiig  that  it  sbonld  be  so 
amended  as  to  prevent  amendment  ofieuer  than 
<nMin  ten  years. 

Prerions  to  tlM  meetii^  of  this  OongresL  a 
reoMmneodatkm  fat  the  amendment  ot  this  in- 
Btmment  was  ezpeoted  from  another  quarter, 
which,  if  it  had  been  made,  woold  doubtless 
bave  been  hi^^  aathoiit^  with  many  who  now 
oppose  these  resolations.  The  Praeident,  in 
Sua  letter  of  aooeptance  of  the  offioe  which  he 
now  hold^  Mspremed  himself  '*  deeply  sensible 
to  the  cireamrtanoee  under  vliiofa  it  had  been 
given.'*  Adverting  to  the  &ot  "that  all  his 
{mdaeesaon  bad  been  honwed  with  m^tnities 
of  the  eleetonl  voices  in  their  primacy  «A' 
lem"  he  d^lwaa  the  ^  misfintone  in  which 
toe  dlvirion  of  sentimuit  had  ]daoed  hhn,  and 
partacDlarly  the  irreoouMlable  Uc^  of  one  of 
bis  competitors  liavinff  been  "  reoommended  by 
a  larger  minoiity  of  the  primary  electoral  snx- 
fr^ges  thsn  himself."  To  "give  an  immediate  op- 
ptHtomty  to  Um  people  to  form  and  express,  wi^ 
a  nearer  approach  to  nnanimity,  the  object  Of 
their  eboioe,"  it  was  confidently  expected  that 
the  Fresid«it,  in  his  opwing  message  to  Con- 
gress, wonld  have  reooomiended  snoh  amend- 
ments ot  the  oimstitutaon  tibat  tliereby  the  ref- 
enoee,  ao  denrable,  mig^  in  ftetore,  be  made^ 
and  snch  aa  would  {weventeitliOThimsslf  orhis 
snecenora,  from  ever  finding  themselves  under 
the  ^oMi/W  neoearity  of  accepting  that  '*  emi- 
Bott  charge,"  withont  the  miqm^  which  he 
ao  sensibly  fSali  his  want  oL  Bat  this  leoom- 
ntadataon  was  not  made. 

Upon  that  reeolation  which  proposes  so  to 
amoid  the  oonstitntion  as  to  prevoit  the  elec- 
tion from  devolving  npon  Coogreea,  there  is  no 
middle  croond ;  we  most  here  take  udes.  We 
are  not  here  adjusting  ^e  rr»mf>«r  in  which  the 
people  shall  exercise  this  invaluable  right,  bet 
we  are  dedding  wliether  they  shall  enjoy  it  at 
alL  Whether  they  shaU  keep  it,  or  whether  it 
stiaO  be  takra  from  tbem. 

T«U*8  arrow  most  be  tme  to  its  aiaa,  or  his 
cbQd  will  bleed.  This  yoothfal  bat  beronlean 
r^mblie  mast  stoangle  the  moiater  ^utronagtf 

it  wiU  strangle  him. 

Mr.  Chairmaa:  In  support  of  the  seotmd  raa- 
cdntion,  jm^Kmng  a  "  uiiform  mode  of  eleot- 
iag  by  distrietSj"  I  shall  not  spend  the  time  of 
the  committee  m  showing,  that  it  Is  prefiarable 
to  the  practice  in  some  States,  of  choosing 
deetwa  by  the  Legislature,  That  practice  has 
fbond  so  few  friends  herc^  that  it  eaa  have  no 
dMma  to  competition. 

The  gentlemen  who  have  sapported,  with  so 
mneh  Mai  ud  abili^,  the  propriety  and  essen- 
tial right  of  a  fitato  to  vote  aw^ettier  aooord- 
bg  to  the  general  tidcet  plan,  have,  with  mooh 
force,  and  probably  some  effect,  contended  that, 
•oeoraing  to  tiie  qiirit  and  whue  frame  (tf  the 
eonstitntioo,  thereof  the  States  to  choose  elee- 
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tors  is  based  on  the  federative,  and  not  on  the 
popalarprinci[de.  My  answer  is,  that  thecon- 
stitation  has  assimilated  this  power  of  choosing 
electors  to  the  power  of  choonng  Representa- 
tives to  OongresB ;  it  has  adopted  the  samemlc 
with  r^ard  to  the  numbers  of  each;  It  baa 
based  ^e  right  of  choosing  Bepresentatives 
most  dearly  on  the  popular  prindple ;  and  it 
has  made  the  other,  lit  all  its  material  and  strik- 
ing affinities,  exactly  like  it: 

In  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  the  jMopb 
are  represented  according  to  their  numbers ;  and 
not  the  SiaUt  regardless  of  their  numbers.  The 
constitution  directs  that  "  the  number  of  Rep- 
reswtativesshaU  not  exceed  one  for  every  thtT' 
ty  thiouaand^  but  each  State  ahall  have  one  Rep- 
resentative;" and  the  power  was  granted  to 
Congress  to  increase,  at  stated  periods,  the  num- 
ber that  should  be  entitled  to  this  one  Repre- 
sentative. Then,  at  whatevw  number  the  ratio 
shaU  be  fixed,  that  number,  as  one  Integnd,  and 
for  this  purpose  independent,  part  d  the  wh(^ 
jK^nlation,  nas  ita  own  and  tote  Representative 
m  this  House ;  it  has  the  right  to  choose  who 
he  shall  be,  and  the  power  to  hold  him  to  a 
strict  accoontability  to  them,  for  the  duties 
which  its  choice  Imposes  on  him.  And  in 
this  choice,  and  this  responsibilil?,  connsts  the 
raeat  sooority  which  the  peo|ue  have  upon 
their  Representatives. 

As  to  electors,  the  constitution  directs  th^ 
"  each  State  shall  ^>pohit,  in  soeh  mannw  as 
the  Legislataie  tliereof  vaaj  direct,  a  number 
of  electors  equal  to  the  whole  nnmlier  of  Sena- 
tors and  Rebresentativea  to  which  aach  fitate 
may  be  entitled  ia  Congress."  Kow,  the  srgik- 
ment  that  this  power  of  ^pointing  electors 
belongs  to  the  States,  purely  m  their  Bovw^an 
and  independent  character,  proves  too  muoh. 
A  State  is  a  State^  the  ITnion  over.  Delaware^ 
with  its  one  Representstire  and  three  electors, 
as  a  State  possesses  all  the  attributes  of  sover- 
dffnty  which  belong  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
which,  by  the  constitution,  is  entitied  to  thirty- 
six.  The  latter,  then,  cannot  have  this  advan- 
tage over  the  former  on  the  ground  that  they 
are  both  States :  tat.  in  that  respect  they  are 
equal,  and  each  would  be  entitled  exactly  tothe 
same  number.  But  it  b  up<m  the  principle,  that, 
in  conferring  the  power  in  question,  the  constita- 
tion  has  gime  beyond  the  oorpwate  character 
of  the  State,  and  has  adapted  the  number  both 
of  Bepresentatives  and  electors,  to  the  actual 
enumeration  of  inhabitants  in  esoh  State. 

So  far,  tiien,  as  the  an^ogy  holds  good  between 
members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  and 
deotors,  the  argument  that  the  rieht  of  choos- 
ing the  latter  is  purely  and  entire^  federative, 
must  fall  to  the  ground.  I  admit  that  the  two 
electors,  corresponding  with  the  two  Senators 
from  each  State,  has  more  the  semblance  of  the 
federative  character,  but  this  would  only  prove, 
that,  as  to  electors,  the  representative  pnn<^ile 
was  adopted  in  both  its  popular  and  fiadmbve 
fiMtores. 

la  thia  reipeet,  howmr,  we  are  not  deter- 
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mimDs  whft  the  constitntion  is,  but  what  it 
ahonld  be ;  and  the  qaeetion  la,  whether  the 
power  of  ohoosing  electors,  ia  nther  In  wbde 
or  in  part  neeetaarily  federative?  I  have  al- 
ready attempted  to  show  that,  in  principle,  it 
is,  and  should  be,  a  popolar  right;  the 
nnmber  of  people  competent  to  have  a  voloe  in 
the  election  shoold,  to  that  extent,  be  a  vniL 
and,  coDseqnently,  each  State  Bhoold  be  divided 
into  as  many  districts  as  the  nnmber  of  electors 
to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Let  ns  next  inquire  what  advantage  the  mode 
of  electing  hy  general  ticket  can  be  to  any  of 
the  States.  I  know  that  some  of  the  large 
Statea  reaort  to  it  fbr  the  purpose  <tf  nniting 
th^  whole  strength,  bdA  brinfiing  their  undi- 
vided vote  in  favor  of  a  oandidate,  who 
iiave  a  bare  majority  of  the  State;  bnt  tne 
nnited  vote  in  one  State  is  jost  the  same,  in 
proportion  to  its  popnlatitm,  as  it  is  in  another. 
So,  sir,  I  am  mirtaken  ;  the  smaller  the  State 
the  greater  is  that  relative  strength.  Take,  for 
example,  a  State  entitled  to  thirty-six  votes, 
and  another  entitled  to  three ;  the  former  has 
only  an  elector  for  every  forty  thousand,  with 
the  small  firaotion  of  two-seventeenths  over; 
the  latter  has  its  elector  for  its  forty  thoosand 
inhabitanta,  and  two  electors  more;  and,  in 
this  manner,  all  the  Statea  between  these  two 
eztremea,  pot  tarOx  thdr  relalive  atawigth — the 
Boudler  the  State  the  greater  is  the  atraigth,  in 
proportion  to  its  nnmbera,  aa  aoooont  of  the 
two  electfwa  oOTreapcmding  with  the  two  Sen- 
ators. 

Another  argunent  opposed  to  the  general 
ticket  plan,  is,  that,  when  adopted  by  one,  it 
acts  as  a  kind  of  moral  coercion  upon  all  to 
adopt  it.  No  matter  how  strongly  the  direct 
syatem  might  be  preferred  by  the  States — when 
the  generu  ticket  practice  is  parsned  by  others, 
the  districted  States  must  either  yield  their 
own  most  Cavorito  mode,  or  permit  the  others 
to  gain  an  advantage  over  them  in  the  eleoticm ; 
neither  of  which  ooght  they  to  be  Babjeoted  to. 

TbSa  axgoment  leua  na  to  the  proposition  for 
presoribliu;  annifonn  mode  of  electing.  Bnt 
Wore  I  dismiss  this  part  oi  the  subject,  I  must 
take  one  moment  to  omah  away  the  dnst  which 
M  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  uieae  resolntions 
attempt  to  throw  in  our  eyea.  We  are,  by  all 
of  them,  reminded  of  tbe  partial  representation 
of  the  slave  popolation  in  those  States  where  it 
exists.  And  the  gentieman  from  Rhode  Island 
(Ur.  Piaboh)  has  given  us  a  calculation,  from 
which  he  assumes  the  fact,  that  this  constitu- 
tional representation  amounts  to  twenty-five 
members  on  this  floor.  Be  it  so.  By  that  same 
oonstitution,  ao  mnoh  venerated  and  bo  littie 
loved  by  aome  gmtlemen,  an  ample  equivalent 
is  ^ven.  If  that  popnlatitm  proaooes  twenty- 
five  Bepreaentativea,  it  also  prodnoea  an  excess 
of  aboQt  twelve  and  a  half  per  oent  of  direct 
tax,  which  ia  taken  off  the  States  where  slavery 
does  not  exist,  and  laid  on  those  where  it  does : 
and  this,  in  times  of  general  pressure,  when  the 
reaonroet  of  money  ud  credit  an  nearly  apent) 
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and  revenue  must  be  raised,  fa  an  item  in  the 
aooomit  of  profit  and  loss,  which  daddens  tiie 
eyes  of  the  gainera,  perhaps  more  than  the  sight 
of  its  equivfuent  in  representation  here  may  do. 

The  reasons  in  fiivor  of  uniformity  in  the 
mode  of  electing  are  so  plain  and  obvious,  that 
I  need  not  q>end  tame  in  bringing  them  forth 
to  view.  By  that  process  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing will  be  everywhere  equalized:  the 
responsibility  resnltlDg  from  it  ewywhwe  the 
same. 

The  next  proposition  which  I  choose  to  con- 
sider, as  involved  In  one  of  these  resolutions.  Is 
that  of  dispensing  with  electors  altogether,  and 
permitting  the  people  to  vote  directly  for  the 
Freaident  and  vice  Freiident 

It  must  be  obvioos,  that,  if  thej  are  even 
ftithftiL  th^  are,  at  beat,  nnneoesaary  and  use- 
less, u  ui&ithfliL  they  are  worse  than  nseleaa. 
I  hold  It  to  be  right,  not  onl^  to  ]^aoe  the  eleo- 
tion  as  near  to  uie  people  as  posrihle,  bnt  to 

rvent  the  least  removal  of  it  from  them.  It 
their  own  business,  and  why  ahoold  they 
not  be  allowed  to  do  it  f  Do  gentiemen  tlunk 
that  they  have  not  the  necessary  information 
to  enable  them  to  act  for  themsdves  t  If  they 
do  they  are  greatiy  mistaken.  Why  are  idl 
these  thonsandb  and  tens  of  thousands  of  docu- 
ments printed  aai  scattered  through  Ike  land  t 
Of  what  avail  are  the  six  hundred  newqtapera, 
which  circulate  over  the  whide  Uniwt,  the 
booka,  the  benefits  of  interoonrae,  ^  leamingf 
the  saenoe,  and  above  all,  the  soond  native 
stock  of  common  sense  and  common  honesty, 
to  be  found  at  every  firendef  If  th^  need 
more  of  the  means  of  information,  make  them 
the  actual  doers  of  this  great  work  of  making 
Presidents,  and,  my  word  for  it,  they  will  soon 
qoaliiy  themselves  for  the  work.  Let  a  man 
know  what  he  baa  to  do,  if  you  want  him  to 
learn  how  to  do  it  Bnt  bow  is  it  that  more 
information  ia  required  to  enable  the  voters 
properly  to  act,  in  voting  fbr  the  Premdent 
themaelves,  direotij^  tbanin  voting  fm  electors 
to  vote  for  them.  The  direct  vote  has  all  the 
advantages  of  ^plidty :  the  vot^  for  eleo- 
tors  all  the  diaadvanta^  of  oompiexity.  In 
exercidng  the  right  (tf  sofiVage,  tiie  mode  which 
is  tiie  shmest,  most  dn^e,ea^est  to  be  under- 
stood, and  withal  the  most  oert^n,  has  every 
thing  to  recommend  it  Besides,  notlung  can 
be  better  calculated  to  awaken  that  degree  of 
interest  which  ia  necessary  to  indnoe  the  people 
to  attend  to  the  election,  than  to  put  it  in  their 
power  to  vote  directly  for  the  men  of  their 
dioioe,  to  fill  these  great  o£Boes. 

It  is  tame,  Hr.  Chairman,  that  I  should  ap- 
proaoh  the  all-impwtant  provistm  contained 
m  these  resolntiona,  that  Is.  "  that  the  ooDstita- 
tion  tm^t  to  be  amended  m  sncth  manner  as  to 

Iirevent  the  eleotbm  of  Freridffiit  and  Vioe  Frea- 
dttit  from  devolving  on  Ocmgresa."  This  pow- 
er was  made  oontiii^ient,  and  from  the  known 
views  of  the  framers  of  the  ocnutitation,  and 
the  whole  volume  of  evidence  which  contem- 
poraneous e^ositioit  ftunidMSi  it  was  thought 
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to  be  remote,  and  barely  irithin  the  reach  of 
poedtnllty ;  bat  past  experience,  and  the  aotoal 
aeqauntanoe  with  the  trne  Btate  thlnga,  aa 
flwy  are^  and  as  they  are  likely  to  be,  innst 
Iffodaoe  in  the  mind  of  eveiy  impartial  observ- 
er, the  lettledf  steadfast  oonTicuon,  that  this 
power,  at  first  intended  to  be  contingent  and 
remote,  will  become  freqnent,  common,  pr^ 
dominant,  la  practice,  the  power  of  Confess 
will  take  the  place  of  the  li^t  of  the  people. 
The  people,  who,  of  right,  should  ei^joy  and 
efieotaallT  exercise  this  power,  will  retain  the 
same  and  fonn,  without  the  substance  and  the 
benefltsflf  it.  Freoedeaits  will  draw  after  them 
praotioe;  (me  deeticm  bj  Congress  will  leiid  to 
anodier;  and,  aa  the  reoorrraice  beoomee  more 
frequent  and  fiuhitmaUe,  all  Ita  tcmdeneiee  will 
ipiin  streDgth;  and,  to  the  same  extent,  the 
rigbt  win  paaa  away  frmn  the  pet^e,  or  dwin- 
dle into  nothing. 

But,  haa  Congress  abased  this  power?  I 
would  affirm  that  it  had ;  bat,  as  it  is  my 
puipoae  to  apeak  of  characters,  rather  than  in- 
diridtiala,  I  am  ocmtest  that  the  free,  nnbiaased, 
no  bought  Judgments  of  the  American  pd^lOj 
afaoold  give  the  response  to  this  question.  Will 
CMgresB  oertmnly  abuse  this  power  ?  The  un- 
answered aiKuments  which  have  been  nrged, 
fiwnded  in  the  deprairity  of  oar  natare,  oar 
WMknn^  our  amhltico,  oar  dtnationa  here,  our 
rdatiois  to  the  ExeoatiTe;  the  operatioDs  of 
Ids  extensive  inflaence  and  patnBiage,  if  truth 
can  prevail,  mart  have  ihown  that  in  tihe  hands 
of  Oongrees,  the  abuse  is  next  to  mevitable. 

The  gentleman  from  Kew  York  (Mr.  Btokbs) 
midertook  to  ^w.that  men  in  power  never 
^  nor  never  oouldf  destroy  any  Government, 
but  that  Goremmenta  were  only  in  danger  by 
men  oot  of  power ;  and,  fln^g  that  he  could 
not  be  mBtauied,  either  by  reason  or  matter  of 
fact,  became  poetioaL  at  the  expense  of  theae 
poor  powerleoB  people— he  drew  largelr  upon 
jfilton.  Prom  his  example,  I  will  take  the 
libflrfy  of  tpKOang,  from  the  "  Rights  of  ICan," 
(a  won  not  v^  high  authority,  as  I  nnder- 
itand,  at  White  HalU  the  description  of  the 
national  Assembly  oif  France,  as  worf^j  of 
few'tftiffn  by  this  assembly,  whether  in  or  out  of 
power.  It  was  the  assembly  which  was  con- 
Towd  while  the  King  was  yet  on  the  throne, 
and  which  undertook,  not  to  revolatiouize  the 
Goremment,  bat  to  define  the  rights  of  the  snb- 
jeet,  and  limit  the  prerogative  of  the  Grown  j 
sod  <^  which  the  great  and  good  La&yette  was 
tbe  ^MoffnvM  Apollo."   It  is  thus  ^ven : 

"Speech  Is,  in  the  first  fdaee,  me  of  the  essential 
l^ts  of  nun,  always  retained;  and,  with  respect 
to  the  Ifatlraal  Assembly,  the  use  of  It  is  thdr  duty, 
■ed  tbe  natioQ  is  their  authority.  Fedlng  the  die- 
^  of  their  cbaiaeter,  they  sapport  It  Th& 
psriboMOlaiT  tannage,  whether  for  or  sgsinst  the 
Mssnre,  is  ftceib^o,  and  mauly>  and  extends  to 
aQ  the  drenmstaaces  of  the  caw." 

"  If  uy  matter  or  subject,  reapecting  the  Ezeca- 
ttve  Denutment,  or  tlw  person  wlio  prerides  in  tt^ 
(tbe  KingJ  comes  befbre  Uwm,  It  Is  debated  on 
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with  tbe  tfhH  of  men,  and  the  language  of  gentle* 
men,  and  tbdr  answer  or  address  is  returned  in 
the  same  style.   They  stand  not  aloo^  with  the 

S,I^  Tscoity  of  Tulnr  Ignorance,  nor  bend  with 
e  cringe  of  sycophuiUo  inMgnificance.  The 
graceful  pride  of  tratb  knows  no  extremes,  and  pre- 
serves,  In  evety  ktitode  of  Ufe,  the  right  angled 
ebaraoter  (tf  man." 

I  tUnk  tibe  eharaoter  here  drawn,  worOiy,  at 
least,  of  imitation. 

A  few  words  now  about  sOongressKflsldeiit. 
Who  makes  himt  **We,  the  peqile  of  the 
United  States?"  Ko,  sir,  we  the  servants  of 
the  people — a  grade  of  workmen  below  the 
Journeymen,  fixes  him  up ;  the  master's  hand  is 
not  in  the  work.  Who  is  he  reqwnsible  to  t 
Those  who  made  him.  The  ereatoreu  aa  well  in 
a  state  of  political  existence,  as  in  the  natural, 
must  be  depoident  upon  Us  creator — in  their 
hands  are  the  issues  of  his  political  life."  All 
our  theories,  and  all  our  practice,  upon  the 
principles  of  good  govemmoit,  prove  that  the 
L^ialatiTe  and  the  EMcnUve  Depertmenta 
should  be  placed  and  preserved  asfisanetfroni, 
and  as  hidependent  o^  each  other,  as  the  regit- 
larity  of  action  can  permit,  bistead  of  thfi^uie 
defect  in  the  oonstitDtio&  ag^nst  which  I  am 
contending,  does,  in  practice,  give  to  eaoh  tbe 
power  of  {ovdudng  and  re-produdng  one  an- 
other. 

The  gentleman  from  Kew  York  (Mr.  Stobbb) 
inqaires  wiiether,  when  a  Freddent  appoints  his 
political  friends,  he  pays,  or  when  he  appoints 
his  political  adversaries,  he  buys  f  I  answer,  he 
may  do  both,  and  yet  neither  pay  sor  buy.  He 
asks,  triumphantly,  was  Bayard  bought!— was 
Poinsett  bought  f  I  answer,  no,  neither  were 
boai^t  And  frirther,  Fox  was  not  paid — Oar- 
not  was  not  bought;  but  Woolaey  was  paid, 
and  Tanejnnd  was  boa^t,  (whenever  the 
hiriiest  bidder  presented  htanaelf ) 

I  refer  to  these,  out  of  tbe  thousand  examples 
which  history  fbraishes,  to  show,  that,  although 
friends  and  enemies  may  be  appointed  to  omoe 
and  power,  without  being  paid  or  bought,  yet, 
under  different  droumatanoea,  men  have  been 
both  paid  and  botai^t— Hay  we  profit  bj  their 
examples  I" 

Gentiemen  attempt  to  divert  onr  attrition 
firom  the  defects  in  we  constitution,  by  express  • 
ing  a  reverence  for  its  firamers  approaching  to 
idolat^.  &r,  to  those  who  shared  in  the 
strunle  for  independeooe,  and  laid  the  deep 
fboDdatioM  of  our  Gorermneiit.  I  olafan  an 
equal  partieinrtion  in  rendering  the  frill  tribute 
of  nffoA  which  is  doe  to  mortal  men.  They 
gave  OS  the  charter  of  our  llberfy ;  tAsy  could 
not,  ffeanen  did  not,  give  os  a  charter  of  ex- 
emption from  the  weakness  and  the  wickedness 
of  human  nature.  No,  nr,  in  the  days  of  our 
others,  the  gulden  age  of  pristinepurity — 
when,  according  to  one  geotieman  on  tnis  floor, 
"the  poIiticfljTittle  finger"  of  our  statesmen 
could  almost  work  mirades;  and,  according  to 
another,  tho  palest  star  in  that  firmament,  oat- 
shone  m  wiude  galu7  of  thsw  degenwito 
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tiiDM— erm  then  our  ooantrT'prodDoed  an  Ar- 
nold I  And  wlm  was  Arnold!  Some  oteoare, 
degraded,  Boape^dlows  felon?  No,  air,  no: 
be  was  found  in  froat  of  the  foremost  rank  of 
patriota,  with  a  wreath  tA  glory  on  hts  brow, 
wUdi  the  Toogh  hand  of  time  oonld  not  tear 
away— tiiis  mao  beoame  a  traitor  1 

In  the  first  great  oonteat  for  the  Prendential 
cihalr,  the  second  mao  in  the  nation  aspired  to  be 
the  first— he  was  disappointed,  and  became  a  trai- 
tor! Inthesonl-tryiiigtimeeoftilielaatwar,  we 
witnessed  a  troubling  of  the  waters — a  whole 
oonTention  was  ^wned,  which,  in  the  opinion 
oi  the  Bepablioans  of  Mat  day,  were  little  oetter 
thui  traitors  I  It  is  to  extraordinarr  Umea,  and 
taying  oocaoons,  that  we  mnst  look  eztra- 
oMinary  developoient  of  cAuvaetO' ;  then  it  Is 
tikat  sterUng  worth,  rare  endowment,  or  nn- 
konwn  merit,  is  broiwht  to  light,  or,  being 
known,  receives  its  cffluurmation ;  and  then  it  is, 
fliat  those  who  gained  credit  for  what  they 
never  had,  find  themselvee  weighed  and  wan^ 

Otis  it  enoQgh  for  na  that  we  have  had  great 
and  good  ancestors  I  Not  unless  we  are  worthy 
of  them,  and  worthy,  too,  of  our  own  posterity : 
for  in  aiittle  while,  we,  also,  shall  be  ancestors. 
Then  we  shall  be  looked  to  for  examples :  and 
what  l«ight  examines — what  imi«OTementB 
■hall  we  ftmiah,  fit  for  the  Imitation  and  praise 
of  ftitnre  times  f  Shall  all  the  lights  of  science, 
of  praotioil  liberty,  and  ezperimce,  be  lost  an 
wf  la  the  debt  which  we  owe  to  remain  un- 
bonded, nnaeoiiredl — for,  w«  mnst  not  fivget 
that  we  owe  the  same  debt  to  oar  ooantry,  kdA 
those  that  ahaU  oome  after  w,  that  they  did 
who  have  gime  before— yes,  a  much  urger 
debt:  "  for,  where  maoh  la  i^Tan,  much  will  be 
reqaired." 

dome  flitore  Oato  monrn  over  the  lonf- 
lost  liberties  of  his  ooantry:  he  may,  indeed, 
de^Mur  of  in^iring  his  d^raded,  enslaved  ooan- 
tiymen,  with  the  liardy  virtnes  of  freemen,  by 
the  bkmd-stirring  notes  <tf  martial  mono,  or  hy 
vnftirliiut  the  atar^pangled  banner  «  their 
former  fome ;  bnt  his  nnooiiraered  i^rit  will 
break  forth  in  langoage  like  tua— 

*Ie  there  not  Bwae  chosen  caris^ 
Borne  Udden  tlnnder  in  the  stores  of  ^ven, 

Red  with  oDcommon  vrftth. 

To  blsst  the  man  ttuit  oweg  bis  greatness 

To  his  oonntry'a  ruin  f  ^ 

Mr.  Lbooicfti  said,  in  advooatinff  the  resolo- 
tkns  of  his  frimd  from  Sooth  Oarolina,  he  was 
met,  at  the  very  threshold,  by  gentlemen  of 
T«rr  eminent  abilities,  who  andertook  to  show, 
in  fordUe  and  impresnve  langoage,  the  danger 
inseparable  from  every  attempt  to  tooch  the 
ooDstitotion.  He  did  fall  jostioe,  both  to  their 
talents  and  to  th^  motivea;  he  adodred  their 
candor,  and  did  not  d«ibi  the  rinearity  <d  liuir 
■venoration  for  tbe  omwtftntloaL  Bob  however 
ipeafc  that  vaoeraUMi  n^ht  be,  and  however 
well  deasmd,  gentlonen  oo^t  to  remember, 
flmt  insfermnent Ina  now  beui  mbmitted  to  Um 
tait  of  forty  yean'  vfviittDM,  and,  with  whai- 


ever  wisdom  ft  nd^^t  have  been  framed,  ^nd 
none  ai^reoiated  more  taSlj  than  he,  the  tum% 
or  the  patrtotiam  of  lbs  fiamer^)  it  haa  been 
OTOved  defootive  in  one  very  important  p(^t 
woold  gentlemen  deny  that  the  peode  <n  the 
United  States  are  poaseesed  siiffi<»«!it  virtne 
and  Boffldent  intemgenoe  to  make  a  diange  in 
their  conatitntton,  when  they  find  that  any  part 
of  it  is  prodnctive  of  evil  t  The  wisdom  of 
onr  MbmB,  thdr  intcOTity,  and  thdr  modesty, 
were  too  great  to  so&r  uiem  to  cherldi  the 
intentiim  tibat  no  change  shoold  ever  be  msde 
in  the  Inatroment  they  prodooed.  It  seemed, 
indeed,  to  be  the  opinion  of  one  gentleman, 
(Mr.  EtbrtO  that  we  are  not  permitted  even 
to  attempt  a  enange. 

Tom,  for  a  moment,  to  the  argomenta  of  the 
hoDOTaUe  gentieman  from  IbsHohnsetta,  (iSx, 
EvuRT.)  That  gentleman.  If  I  understood 
him,  maintains,  tlut  ev^  attempt  to  amend 
the  ccmstitntion,  is  a  breach  of  onr  dn^,  and  a 
violation  of  the  oath  we  have  taken  to  sopport 
the  oonstitotion;  and  that  we  have  no  right 
even  to  oonirider  sooh  a  proportion.  The  oon- 
stitntion  itself  seeores  to  as  tliis  ri^t.  What 
is  its  language,  rirt  [Here  Mr.  L.  quoted  the 
oonstitntion,  to  show  the  power.]  With  lan- 
guage like  this  staring  him  in  the  faoe,  will  any 
gentleman  s^,  we  may  not  even  confer  a 
propositi<m  to  amend  this  Instmmentt  1^, 
we  hare  no  right  to  any  ptivUege  In  the 
Oovemment,  if  we  have  no  i^ht  to  alter  the 
Government  It  is  thepec^e's,  and  they  may 
it  at  wilL  The  gentteman  s^  h« 
sooner  lay  down  his  hand,  and  have  it 
out  oS,  than  hold  It  up  in  favor  of  any  altmar 
tion  of  the  oonstitution.  Bat,  I  say,  I  woold 
sooner  lay  down  my  hand,  and  nave  it  out  o^ 
than  not  hold  it  np  in  ikvor  of  alteration, 
whenever  I  am  convinced  that  alteratitm  is 
needed.  The  gentleman,  too,  tells  us,  that  the 
President  of  tine  United  States  has  no  power, 
or  none,  at  least,  that  la  worth  talking  about 
No  power,  dri  What  says  this  instrument? 
[Here  Mr.  L.  gooted  the  seocmd  artide  of  the 
oonBtitutioQ.]  la  this  no  power,  sir— this  no 
patronage!  Sir,thePre8ldeatnondiltiteaalmost 
every  <Mmcer  in  the  service  of  Oovemment— 
and  when  did  yon  ever  hear  of  a  nomination 
<^  his  not  being  oonfirmed  by  the  Senate!  It 
is  a  rare  occurrence.  All  his  nominations  are 
confirmed;  and  Is  tUs  no  power?  Sir,iti8the 
strongest  of  power. 

The  consbtatioo,  as  it  stands,  makes  no 
oertain  provision  for  the  election  of  a  Tnai- 
doit  It  savB,  hideedj  that  if  an  dection  fmls 
to  be  made  by  the  Sleetoral  College,  that  *b» 
House  of  Bepresentatives  nu^  then  deot  from 
the  three  highest  oandidateai  Bnt  it  is  not 
compulsOTy  npcm  them  to  do  so;  and,  if  they 
sboiud  tbiok  prc^  not  to  make  a  Fnsident^ 
fliere  will  be  none.  So,  In  Bke  manner,  the 
Beaata  haa  power  to  mate  a  Vice  Aeddent,  bnt 
ittanoteomtmlaonapcmtbemto  do  so;  and, 
if  the  Senate  shonla  uao  deoUnO)  thoe  will  be 
no  Yke  Fnddssit;  and  tins  tiw  BxeeottTe 
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D^ttrtment  of  the  Ctovernment  wiUbeTaoint; 
DDT  oan  it,  in  «  oonstitntional  manntf,  be  filled. 
Tlua  ocrtoinly  is  a  &ot  which  ought  at  leAst  to 
te  Ukea  into  consideration. 

I  am  awan^  air,  tiut  it  li  a  matter  of 
WT  great  delieMj,  to  adver^  npon  this  Soor, 
to  the  drcnmstanoea  whioh  preoMed,  and  were 
faomediatdr  oouwoted  irttih  tiie  late  Fresi- 
tatid  elMifam;  7et  I  oonrider  it  pn^>er  and 
Moumrj  to  TvSer  to  some  of  them.  It  was 
Ttf7  oonunoniT  obsttrred,  la  our  pnbUo  nteta, 
fai  the  West,  that  the  last  two  or  three  Praet- 
duita  had  been  taken  from  the  Cabinet.  They 
had  each  been  Secretary  of  State.  This  was 
eooadered  likely  to  grow  into  a  dangerons 
precedent  The  pec^Je  were  alire  to  this 
Bub^t— they  felt  th^  danger — they  were 
dearoiiB  to  arert  it— asd  every  exertion  was 
■Ida  to  bring  an  individaal  into  the  ^«riden< 
tU  offioe  immediately  from  the  boaom  the 


great  dieak  od  flie  abuse  «f  power  1^ 
fliB  Eueatire,  is  Ids  respondUIily  to  those  who 
deeted  bim.  He  is  deoted  by  (he  House  of 
B^nvsentadves;  where  Ihm  will  his  respm^ 
biHty  be  directed  9  To  the  House  <tf  ReprMent. 
itireB.  And  to  whom  Is  the  responribllity  of 
the  Hoose  directed  f  To  their  oonslitae&ts.  Bot 
i^  in  the  election  of  a  Preddent,  they  have  be- 
trayed their  oonstitaenta,  where  is  the  remedy  f 
There  is  none,  nr.  The  people  may  oomplsiD, 
but  their  right  of  choice  is  gone.  They  may 
torn  oat  their  faithless  servants,  bat  a  servant  ia 
left,  whom  they  cannot  torn  out  till  his  term  ex- 
pires. Judging  from  my  own  feelings,  I  shonld 
eoodude  that  every  free  American,  whose  ara- 
Utioa  prompts  him  to  de^  an  office  of  trust 
nd  hmiofy  would  be  too  proud  to  consent  to 

h6Ultwi{hontthewiUorthemiO«<t7<  Oertaln 
it  ii,  that  I  would  never  take  an  office^  however 
creator  valuable, nnless I  believed  ittobesano- 
tiooed  by  •  ^  m^uit;  <^  my  fellow-dti- 

Great  fisar  was  expressed  at  the  last  eleo- 
Hou,  lest  a  **  military  ohieftain  "  shonld  he  made 
Frendoit ;  and  it  was  asrigned  as  a  reason  why 
the  will  of  the  people  riionld  be  disregarded 
that  this  "chiefUn,^  If  elected,  might,  by  some 
neana,  (it  never  ooud  be  distinctly  shown  bowj 
bring  the  nation  into  war.  Why  ihonld  sat^ 
fan  be  entertained  f  What  reason  can  there 
betoiodolgesttoh  wpreheniionst  OfonetMng^ 
Kr.  Chairman,  I  fnt  very  eonHdent :  If  ve  hu 
hid  "the  military  chleftBln'*(br  our  Preddent 
h  1814,  tUs  Oq)Itol  would  not  have  been  laid 
b  lahes.  After  snoh  a  fiutt  as  this,  rir,  I  hope 
th«  poMMBton  of  some  military  akSl— the  sin  of 
bivhtg  foo^t  for  the  oonntry— wHl  not  be  vrg^i 
■  sa  objection  to  an  officer  whom  your  oonsti- 
tatioQ  makes  the  oommander-in-ohief. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Hiroanx,  <tf  Booth  Caro- 
Bu,  the  committee  then  rose^  iiid 

The  House  a^onmed. 


WxDiraBDAT,  Karch  22. 
AmfndmtHt  0/ tAe  GimttituUon. 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  KoDuma,  again 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Ur.  HoLun,  of  Delaware,  in  the 
chair^  on  the  iwopoaed  amendment  to  the  eon* 
stftnuon. 

Mr,  MrroHKLL,  of  Booth  OaroUna,  would  en- 
deavor to  show,  first,  that  tiie  jdan  of  electing  a 
Resident,  proposed  by  his  oolleegue,  (Mr.  Mo- 
Dovna,)  was  not  only  more  liable  to  abuse  than 
the  present  aystem,bnt  essentially  impraoticable. 
If  his  colleagne  objected  to  Congressional  Can- 
cases,  oranposed  <«  distinguished  persons,  re* 
sp<maible  to  the  people,  and  high  io  their  confi- 
denoe— whose  operttions  are  conducted  with  all 
the  pnblidty  and  solemnity  of  Legidative  pro- 
ceeding—he will,  if  his  rescdotion  be  adopted, 
expose  the  pec^  to  t^e  machinaflous  of  des- 
perate intriguers,  without  character,  without 
cheek;  whose  insidious  plots  will  be  hatched 
aod  axeeutad  with  the  sflenee  and  concealment 
of  treason.  If  he  dejects  to  tlie  present  mtam, 
heoanae,  an  aiithmetiosl  snpposition,  it  may 
be  made  to  appear  that  a  minority  may  elect  a 
President,  agaonst  tiie  will  of  the  miOo^ty*  (^o*' 
no  such  case  was  alleged  to  have  existed,)  from 
the  TeiT  nature  and  effect  of  Ids  plan,  smaller 
minorities  will  elect  to  that  oCBoe  persons  un- 
known to  the  great  body  <^  the  electors ;  with- 
ont  talent  to  soagest,  without  address  to  effee^ 
or  pnblio  oonfi^oe  to  sust^  their  measurea. 

by  the  preaent  plan,  the  constituted  authori- 
ties are  liable  to  be  corrupted,  by  the  proposed, 
the  ptdson  win  be  mora  widely  dliRised--4t  Witt 
baeaiTtedto  tbealtar  and  Oe  flrestde— it  will 
mriEinto  the  Mood  and  the  heart  (tf  the  oonntry. 

Mr.  M,  said,  his  aeoond  ground  for  opjtosing 
tiie  ammdment  was,  because  the  present  Mgam- 
zati<m  of  the  deotOTal  system  wsa  esswtiaUy 
oalcniated  to  oonoentrate  pnhlio  <^ni<»  on  those 
who  deserve  publio  ooimdenoe— to  elect  men 
most  distinguished  for  integrity  and  abilities. 
But,  if  it  ooold  be  i»oven  tibat  it  was  not  pro- 
ductive of  this  happy  result ;  if  tt  even  fuled 
evwy  alternate  time ;  still  It  was  so  essential  to 
the  Boverdgnty  of  the  States,  and  th^  sovw- 
dgnU  so  essential  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple uiat  he  wonld  Ibel  disposed  to  retain  it 

Mr.  M.  said,  it  had  been  artftaDy  efrntaoded, 
that,  hj  the  adopticm  of  these  amendments^  tb» 
pe^e  would  have  more  power  in  the  deotion 
ol  Preddent.  The  flwt  Is  not  so.  By  the  eaor 
stitotion,  as  ft  now  stands,  the  people  have  a  sov- 
endgn  omtK^  ovtx  the  electi<Hi  of  thdr  electors. 
Ilifiy  can  elect  tiiem  by  general  ticket,  by  dia- 
triots,  or  ^  the  Legislature.  On  the  cootrsry, 
the  plan  of  his  colleague  prcnmsed  to  take  frcnn 
the  people  of  the  States  this  sovereign  power 
— ^thu  unrestxatned  freedom  in  the  mode  of 
choodng  ^tSr  Chief  Magistrate ;  and  to  say  to 
them,  you  diall  elect  yoor  electors  by  districts. 

Mr.M.sidd,notwithstandhig  these  ccmvictions, 
he  would  not  have  treepaased  on  the  committee 
tttheamsndroent  had  Botbeen  proposed  by  one 
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of  bis  oolleagaes,  and  ha  hut  no  x«aKni  to  be- 
Here  that  it  was  in  exweis  oontntotkm  to  the 
will  at  the  peopte  of  wmth  Oarolina.  The  .res- 
olution to  adopt  the  Distriot  System  bad  been^ 
for  ton  yean,  to  hte  knowledge,  befbre  thatpeo- 
It  had  been  proposed  three  different 
wj^Nwth  Oarolina,Kew  Hampshire^and  New 
Jersey,  to  three  saooeedre  Legislatures,  of  whioh 
he  was  a  member;  and  it  had  been  either 
evaded,  or  positively  rcgjeoted.  Even  at  the  last 
■eadoD,  the  amendments  under  discoadon,  he 
andustood,  had  been  recommended  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, in  hu  meassge,  and,  when  called  np,  had 
been  mdefiaitely  postponed.  This  was  the  more 
remarkable,  as  the  reenlt  <^  the  last  Presidential 
deotion  had  operated  with  uiexpeoted  severity 
(« the  liMlingi  of  the  pec^e. 

lir.  K  aau.  he  wonM  now  reeor  to  bis  po- 
itition— that  the  plan  of  his  ooUeagne  to  elect  a 
Prerident  was  img«ctioahle ;  ttuit,  by  it,  no 
electimi  ooold  be  tffooted.  What  does  he  pro- 
pose to  dot  In  the  first  place,  he  strips  the 
Honse  of  Bepresentatives,  and  the  State  Le;^ 
latnree,  of  all  agency  in  the  eleotion.  He  says  to 
them,  "yon  are  not  trustworthy :  yon  are  oor- 
mptible;  yon  may  be  tampered  with."  Oan- 
oases,  of  all  sorts,  are  proscribed.  He  then. 
divides  the  United  States  into  two  hundred  and 
rixty-oue  districts,  like  the  sqaares  of  a  ohecker* 
board;  ea^  distriot  b  to  elect  an  elector,  and 
these  eleetm  are  to  mee^  on  the  same  day,  in 
the  (Metals  of  their  StatM,  to  vote  ibr  ft  Presi- 
dent: the  eleetora  of  Ibme  at  Ptntiand;  of 
Gewgia,  at  Uilledgeville ;  of  IGssoori,  at  St 
Lods ;  and  (tf  Kew  Tork,  at  Albany.  How 
can  an  eleotion  be  effected  in  this  way?  How 
can  e  m^<»ity  be  united  in  &vor  <k  any  one 
candid^  by  eleoton  at  snoh  vast  distances, 
withiftt  the  possibility  of  concert  or  without 
the  operation  of  an  interveniug  body,  by  whioh 
tiieir  views  might  be  previously  oolleoted,  di- 
gested, and  ascertained!  What  is  an  emotion  I 
It  is  the  common  will,  arising  ont  of  the  com- 
moD.  ooderstanding  of  the  deottne.  How  is 
this  e&otedt  By  communioatlMi  of  tdeas,  by 
btvohuige  (tf  views,  by  comraomiM  ot  interesti^ 
by  eonoeaslop  of  fbeunga.  Ton  rnnat  bring  the 
MMton,  somehow  or  outH-,  in  contact.  Byway 
^iUastratkn,  aeppoM  eaon  ns,  on  cmr  arrival 
at  WaahingtOTi,  at  the  oommencement  of  the 
■eadon,  had  been  oonflned  to  his  chamber,  with- 
01^  Uie  poasibilitv  of  commnnicatiou,  and  direot- 
«cL  witii  a  list  of  the  members  in  oar  hands,  and 
a  rail  knowledge  of  tltelr  characters,  to  vote  for 
a  Speaker — ^how  long  would  it  be  before  a  ma- 
jority of  OS  would  unite  in  favor  of  one  indi- 
vidual ?  Not  nntil  doomsday.  But  let  ns  as- 
semble here  as  nsnal,  and  bow  qnickly  is  the 
•lection effected.  Atthefirstballotthuewonld 
bethreeor  four  oandidatea;  the  Uflfteat  ml  the 
list  mi^t  have  a  very  amaU  minority  of  the 
whtde;  at  every  snooeasive  baUoting,  he^  or 
some  other,  would  receive  an  aooeesion  of 
strength,  fn»a  the  Ming  in  of  those  who  were 
at  firrt  averse  to  him.  Notwithstanding  this, 
his  nUintate  snooess  would  be  aequiesoeain  by 
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all,  sod  the  bnrinaes  (rf  the  people  wonld  move  on 
with  its  QBUsl  oderitT  and  advantsge.  Now, 
this  la  the  efibet  d  dwberaHoD,  of  variois  snd 
painftd  oaloolations  of  hope  and  disappoint- 
ment, of  eonoesdon  and  equvalenta,  among  the 
electors.  A  Prendraitial  eleotion  cannot  other- 
wise be  ocmdooted. 

Ur.  U.  said,  that  it  may  be  objected,  that  our 
electoral  colleges  have  always  voted  in  this 
manner  in  their  respective  oapitalB,  and  that 
they  have  found  no  difficnlty  in  electing  a  Pres- 
ident True ;  but  this  has  been  owing  to  the 
intervention  of  the  House  of  Braresentativea, 
The  people  of  the  States  have  been  brought 
into  contact  by  the  deIiberati(His  at  Washing 
ton.  The  merits  of  oonqdcnoos  men  were 
tiiere  disonssed ;  thor  ohunu  to  pnblic  ooofi- 
dence  eompated ;  the  pditioal  ^rindples,  inter- 
ests, and  pr^amoes,  of  the  different  sections 
asoertuned  and  reotmdled,  and  the  candidatea 
selected,  and  recommended  to  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  States.  Omgress  did  that  which 
it  was  the  constitutional  daty  of  the  electoral 
oollegea  to  have  done,  but  which  they  were  un- 
able to  do  from  their  distance  from  each  other, 
Thi^  Section  has  been  hitiierto  effected  by  Gon- 
gress  and  the  people  of  the  States.  The  elec- 
toral colleges  have  done  nothing  more  than 
write  the  votes  of  the  perale,  and  transmit 
them  to  Wellington.  The  Oongrarional  can- 
ciis  did  not  arise  from  the  si^t  of  intrigue, 
but  from  necesri^.  Mai.  the  o(»utitation  as- 
semUed  tiie  electors  of  the  Btatee,  and  fbrmed 
them  into  one  body,  the  eleotion  would  have 
been  effected  by  them,  and  a  Oon^esaional 
oancns  wonld  never  have  existed.  But  it  is 
equally  dear,  that,  witiiont  this  aasemblage  of 
tiie  electoral  colleges,  or  the  intervention  of 
some  general  representative  body,  to  ednoe, 
direct,  and  concentrate  pnblic  opinion,  that  the 
people,  scattered  over  this  immense  country, 
ignorant  of  each  other's  views  and  interests, 
and  having,  each,  views  and  interests  of  their 
own,  liable  to  the  impoBiti<ms  o£  a  venal  prea& 
and  to  the  arts  <Mr  amUtions  demagogoes^  will 
never  harmonize  so  as  to  effect  an  election. 
The  direct  effect  of  the  amendments  will  be  to 
engender,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  knots 
intrigaers,  who  will  divide  and  distract  the 
peofue,  and  embitter  their  feeUngs,  and  who, 
being  irresponsible,  will  not  care  by  what 
means  they  effect  thdr  ends. 

The  design  of  the  constitution  evidently  was, 
that  the  Fteddent  shonld  be  chosen  by  the 
people  of  the  States,  in  their  collective  opaci- 
ties, as  distinct  independent  communities ;  that 
the  principle  of  representation  was  to  be  ob- 
served in  the  conduct  of  this  eleotion — the 
people  to  vote  for  electras  chosen  from  them- 
selves, in  propotHou.  to  their  nnmbm  who 
wwe  to  choose  a  fterident;  and  out  ftilnreof 
the  electors  to  eleet,  the  States  to  decide  la 
thdr  sovereign  eqnal  bharaetw.  Here  is  no 
splitting  of  communities — no  warring  of  mi- 
norities agtdnst  minorities — ^no  cormpt  and  un- 
natural alBanoes  Mtweea  the  districts  of  one 
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Bute  and  those  of  another,  to  defeat  the  will 
of  thcdr  zeepectiTe  Bodetiea.  The  choice  of 
station  is,  like  a  law  of  the  State,  the  will  of 
the  maionty,  vhloh.  the  minority  adopt  and 
Bttktt  mear  own.  If  the  deoton  d  the  States 
had  formed  one  body,  not  onlj  would  no  Oon- 
grencnal  oanons  UTe  Orw  eidsted,  bat  it 
would  not,  onoe  in  a  oentury,  have  ever  been 
nSemi  to  the  States  in  the  House  of  Bepre- 
■entative^  The  real  poUtioal  qaestion  ia,  can- 
not the  people  elect  their  Frendrait  hj  repre- 
MotatiTeB }  If  they  can  make  laws  here  and 
at  h(nne— if  they  can  do,  what  ia  still  more  im- 
portant, change  their  oonstitntion  of  Oovem- 
ment,  by  re^eeentativea,  why  can  they  not 
choose  their  President  by  representatives  ?  for 
what  are  electors  bnt  representatives,  chosen, 
like  them,  by  the  people,  from  among  them- 
mItcbI  Of  neoessity  tiiis  must  be  dtnie:  the 
mn^ttht  ZoMt  <if  wpaee  and  mkid  rtauim  it. 
U  yon  make  it  popular,  ot  b7  difltmitB,  yon 
win  never  ^Eect  an  election,  or  it  will  be  inev- 
itaUy  efferted  by  ielf-«reated  r^esentattvee, 
ctncnse^  pditiouiia^  or  what  yoa  please  to 
caDtlum. 

Mr.  Jf.  said,  the  inevitable  result  of  the  pro- 
posed change  is  not  only  to  multiply  candi- 
dates, but  to  bring  forward  candidates  of  a  dif- 
ferent class  or  order.  Instead  of  having  the 
great  men  of  the  Gonfaderacy,  yon  wonld  nave 
the  great  men  of  the  State.  The  temptation 
vookL  be  irresistible  to  ambitious,  intrigning 
men,  who  had  not  the  public  oonfidenoe,  and 
who  were  inezperienoea  in  State  afiUrs.  A 
popular  man  having  the  influenoe  of  a  State,  and 
blowing  that  a  few  additioaal  votes  from  each  of 
Hub  a^oioing  States  would  give  him  a  plurality 
among  his  oompetitorB,  and  thus  enable  him 
to  ippssr  before  the  peo^e  of  the  United  States 
as  a  CKtdidate  for  the  Fredden<^,  would  im- 
mediately set  to  work.  He  would  resort  to  the 
vilest  arts  of  intrigue  to  accomplish  his  purpose. 
To  the  leading  men  he  wonld  hold  out  the  al- 
Inraments  of  office ;  with  another  class,  he  wonld 
auploy  the  grossest  means  of  venality  and  oor- 
znptkm.  He  would  address  himself  directly  to 
Ae  passions.  State  pride,  sectional  interest, 
wcwd  operate  in  his  favor.  He  would  have 
^finitely  Uie  advantage  of  a  man  at  a  distanoe, 
whose  great  servioea  and  tried  vlrtne  would  not 
he  known  to  the  great  mass,  or  If  known  at  all, 
wonld  only  be  felt  hj  thdr  reason.  I  venture 
to  tay  that  ten  or  twelve  candidates,  with  their 
atteiuants  and  dependents,  their  herds  of  petty 
officers  scattered  through  the  towns,  the  dties, 
sod  the  country,  dec,  would  throw  the 
vb(de  Union  into  a  state  of  most  vidons  fer- 
usDtation.  Bribery,  perjurr,  tumultnons  dis- 
tobanoes,  drunken  and  uuttonous  exoessM 
neh  IS  we  have  seen  take  juaoe  in  our  Oongres- 
donil  eleotioos,  in  the  large  cities,  would  pro- 
ftoe  the  exaniae  of  a  ri^t— the  proodest  right 
of  a  freeman— wbioh  sunild  only  be  exenused 
vith  the  pnrest  snd  best  fiselings.  Take  an  ex- 
ample. A  small  minority  of  tw«ity-flve  or  thirty 
«lMtanlTotea.glTMlir.  Jl,  otmuab,  andHr. 
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6.,  of  South  Carolina,  pluralities,  and  according 
to  the  system  of  the  gentleman,  the  Senate  will 
have  to  present  th«n  to  the  people  of  the  StateSf 
who  an  to  choose  mw  c^tnem  aa  Presidait,  1^ 
avoteinmass.  What  would  the  good  dUiens 
of  Bostraiaay?  Why,  I  never  heard  of  either  irf 
theae  oandldatea  in  my  lift — am  I  compelled  to 
vote  for  a  man  of  whom  I  know  nothing  t  He 
would  inquire  of  his  member  of  Congress,  who 
wonld  be  unable  to  inform  him.  He  would  then 
resort  to  the  editor  of  bis  new  ^per.  Kr.  Edi- 
tor would  know  all  about  Kr.  A.,  of  Illinois, 
He  had  seen  a  biographical  ^etoh  of  him  in  the 
New  York  Evening  Post  taken  from  the  Pitts* 
burg  Xiecorder,  extracted  from  the  Star  of  Cin- 
cinnati, direct  from  the  Herald  of  Illinois, 
where  the  oan^date  lived,  whidi  proved  that 
Mr.  A.  was  one  of  the  wisest  and  best  of  men* 
And,  for  fifty^  ddlars,  these  independmt  and 
patriotic  editors  would  impose  on  the  people  of 
ihe  United  States  Grattan^s  character  of  the 
elder  Pitt,  as  a  suitablepicture  of  the  virtues  and 
talents  of  Hr.  A«  of  HlinoiSj  who  might  be  at 
heart  a  shallow,  intri^uinff  fellow,  who,  by  the 
basest  arts  of  corruption,  nad  cooled  the  eleo* 
tors  of  his  own  ana  the  neighboring  States  to 
give  him  their  votes  as  President.  Could  yoa 
prevail  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  vote 
for  him  t  Wonld  you  be  able  to  rally  a  minor- 
ity in  his  favor?  Would  the  people  of  the 
States  rush  to  the  polls  and  straggle  to  lift  A. 
of  Illinois^  or  B.  of^SonUi  Carolina,  to  the  prood 
pre-eminMcet  Bnt  admit  Sfr.  A.  should  ba 
elected.  What  a  Bpectade  I  The  Chief  Ka^ 
trate  of  a  Otmftderai^  of  twenty-four  sovereign 
States  leaves  his  retirement  on  the  Wabash  for 
the  capitsl  of  the  United  States,  Where  are 
the  breathless  m>wda— the  triumphal  archea— • 
the  military  displays — ^the  files  of  village  youtha 
and  majfls  strewing  his  path  with  flowers,  and 
freighting  tiie  air  with  gladsome  pseans  I  Where 
the  bursting  acclamations,  whi^  speak  a  n^* 
tion*B  Joy  at  the  promotion  of  a  man  to  the  chief 
magistracy  who  had  become  sacred  in  their  eyes 
by  a  life  of  spotiess  integrity,  of  inflexible  firm- 
ness, a  virtuous,  us^iil  laborer  in  their  service  t 
Wa  arrival  at  Washington  ia  announced.  Does 
it  inspire  universal  c<mfldenoef  Does  it  oahn 
anadetyl  Doeaithanmmiaethe  distraotiosaof 
party  f  He  has  now  to  choose  his  Cabinet,  Sa 
he  capable  of  selecting  those  whose  flrmnM^ 
sanuaty,  and  resource,  wonld  asnst  him  in  hia 
difficulties  I  What  would  be  his  embarrass- 
ments  1  Ignorant  of  our  foreign  afiitirs — of  the 
flnanoee — of  the  organization  of  the  army  and 
navy — ^he  would,  at  every  st^,  have  to  consult 
treaties,  statutM.  reports^  U'M  of  manuscript 
lettcu^  derks,  eut>-oler^  and  the  very  meniau 
of  the  Departments. 

But,  said  Mr.  M.,  why  are  not  oandldates  of 
this  sort  now  bron^t  forward— eleotors  meet 
in  tlia  ieveral  States  and  are  liable  to  be  oper^ 
atedtmt  He  wotda  answer,  on  aooonnt  of  the 
agency  which  the  State  Legislatnres  and  Honsa 
of  Beinesentatives  have  in  the  election.  It  is 
beoanse  the  framen  of  the  constitution  avoided 
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the  prindple,  which  the  gentleman  pTopoees  to 
Jntaodnoe,  of  vealiiig  the  eleetion  aoMj  i&  the 
qualified  roten — beosnse,  to  complete  the  aot 
of  election,  all  bnnehes  of  the  Oorermnent 
nmet  00-operate — eeofa  aota  and  U  acted  on — 
each  oontrola  and  Is  controlled.  Hie  State 
LegialatareB  have  their  checik,  in  directing  the 
iiMue  oS  appointing  eleotora — tiie  Hoose  of 
Beprsaentativea  its  dieok,  in  the  ultimate  de- 
flteum ;  both  are  KHponaible  to  iho  qualified 
Toters  for  the  faithful  exercise  of  tfadr  powers. 
TiM  oon^date -must  present  himself  to  each  in 
torn.  Address  on  his  part,  and  fiunli^  on 
theirs,  To&f  gain  over  a  suffl<dent  number  of  the 
qnalifled  voters.  State  pride  and  sectional  in- 
tereet  may  overcome  the  election  of  oontigootu 
Legidatores ;  bat,  whm  he  baa  gone  so  fin*,  his 
work  is  not  yet  wmt.  B»  then  nai  to  pies  the 
inspection  of  tiie  House  of  Bepreeentatlvee  of 
the  United  States— a  tribunal  proud,  Jealous,  and 
InteUeoteeil,  which,  if  subdued  at  all,  must  be 
■olydiied  \tj  maia  strength.  His  pretenriona 
are  there  examined — analyzed  with  the  heart- 
lennesBof  anatomical  dissection— oompared,  not 
with  the  merit  of  those  who  move  in  his  limit' 
•d  sphere  at  home,  but  with  that  oS  men  from 
every  part  of  the  Union,  fit  for  the  most  com- 

S boated  affairs,  and  struggling  in  a  career  of  ar- 
aoiifl  competition.  It  is  ^is  organization  wUdh 
eompels  the  citizen  to  ascend  by  the  or^nary 
■taps;  to  go  throng  the  preparatory  ii^tiatima. 

But  what  has  bean  Hie  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem t  Our  Government  haa  existed  for  thirty- 
eight  years.  We  have  had  ten  Fresidentw 
elections — two  of  them  decoded  by  the  House 
of  B^resentatives,  and  six  different  Presidmta. 
The  gentieman  admits  that  five  of  tiieae  liave 
been  the  choice  of  the  people,  and  the  very 
best  men  of  the  Confederacy ;  and  a  very  large 
portion  of  Qio  Union  will  s»  that  the^xth  is 
not  unworthy  of  lus  exalted  statiML  Is  not 
tills  conceding  every  thing  I  Oan  a  stronger 
argument  be  advanced?  jDoes  he  epvMl  toex- 
PMience  f  Is  it  not  in  our  &vor  i  what  does 
nemtpoeetoitf  nworyl  ^eoulationl  n^io- 
riUtuma  euest  faypotaetioalreaMmingt  The 
•lectitHia  have  bera  e^KMcd  to  all  the  ahoaes 
whioh  he  dreads :  oombinationa  of  the  large 
States — ^Dsorpations  of  the  Leriilatnrea— «in>- 
prearionof  minorittea  by  m^ormee— defeats  of 
m^orities  by  ndnoritiea— caucuses— p<^tical 
managers — ^patronage  of  the  President — oomip- 
tibiUty  of  theBepresentatives.  And  yet,  in  five 
instaooes  outttf  nx,  he  tells  us,  the  people  have 
ohoeen,  and  chosen  the  best  men  of  the  Ocn^Mer- 
at^.  What  is  this  but  spying  th^  the  orguiizft- 
lion  of  the  electoral  system  is  sooh  as  to  coa' 
oeaitrate  the  will  of  the  people  on  thoee  who  de- 
■ervethnr  confidence!  And  has  our  ship,  dur- 
ing tUs  period  (tf  thirfy<fllz  year^  ooorsed 
oreraBommeraeat  What  vidaritudeat  Warl 
P«aoel  the  tranritioafirompi^oal  weakness  to 
political  strength  I  Faoticmdinding  the  Union, 
and  exciting  tiie  fieroest  and  most  implacable 
passions  I  l£edown2illof<me  party  ana  the  rise 
«f  another.  The  expansion  of  the  Oonfedenuy 


firom  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Uexioo— from  the 
AOedliany  to  the  Western  boanda^  of  Ifiaaomil 
1575;  said,  that  his  colleague  was  led  into 

error  from  Hie  political  view  which  he  took  of 
the  people  of  this  country.  He  appeared  to 
connder  us  as  having  originaUy  been  one  na* 
tion— that  we  were  aflw^arda  ffivided  Into 
States— that  the  State  Governments  grew  oat 
o^  and  are  subordinate  to,  the  Orafederate 
Government,  and  that  every  approach  towards 
nationality  is  an  approaching  of  the  peoide  of 
the  States  to  their  natural  and  perfbct  oondi- 
tioa.  He  denied  this  to  be  the  case.  This 
QovenimNit  at  Washinftou  is  nottiing  mora 
tlian  an  excrescence  of  the  aover^fn  power  of 
tiie  peoi^of  the  States— «  mere  OonfMeranr-^ 
created  as  moh,  and  Intended  to  bemeateuaa 
such  J  and  where  tt  dllftra  in  Its  aetioii  fkvin 
Qovemments  of  that  kind,  ft  is  only  that  it  maj 
be  more  e£9dent  as  a  Ocmfederaoy~-a  Haagoi 
neoeasity — of  bai^ain  and  sale  between  the 
people  of  the  St^ea,  In  which  each  tried  to 
obtain  ttie  beet  terms  they  could;  and  wtiidi 
were  examined  and  ro'-exunined,  modified  and 
re-modified,  turned  and  twisted^  and  finally  ex- 
pressed, wiui  the  cautious,  critical,  diatnutlng 
predrion  o(  an  En^ish  conveyancer. 

If  ust  not  this  be  nis  principle,  when  he  advo- 
cates a  theory  whioh  takes  from  the  pe(^e  of 
the  Stipes,  as  snob,  tiie  power  ana  agenqy 
whioh  th^  have  ia  the  ExecntiTB  brandi  of 
this  Government;  whicb  goes  to  destroy  tba 
re^MmMbility  of  that  great  cSher  to  tbe  pe<^^ 
of  the  States,  by  making  his  eIecti<Hi  depend^ 
not  on  them,  but  on  the  people  of  the  naticm ; 
which  goes  to  torn  his  eye  from  the  few  to  the 
many — ^from  the  weak  to  the  strong?  The 
people  of  Sooth  Oarolina  have  a  positive  politi- 
cal power  in  the  election  of  Prerfdent,  which 
creates  his  reepwodbility  to  them — of  power 
iMsed  on  find  principles— of  power  as  certain 
as  arithmetical  relations  can  make  it — of  pow- 
er as  distinct  and  as  distdnguisliable  as  the  Sa- 
vannah Blver,  wMok  diriaes  them  fh»a  Geor^ 
gia;  andlhi»eitt6odthatlm^neverliveto 
aee  the  da^  wnen  th^  eonsoat  to  ^ve  it  up. 

This  power  diould  be  exerdsed  hy  the  SUtea. 
The  oonstitation  has  said  so.  "Eacdi  State 
shall  appoint  dectora  In  such  manner  aa  tlie 
Lwislature  may  direct"  How  oan  a  ^ate  ap- 
pomt  ?  Only  ui  two  ways — ^it  has  hut  two  ot- 
gans  of  will  and  aotimi,  uie  Legialirtnre  and  the 
people  A  State  is  a  body  politic,  (see  YatteL) 
which  can  act  only  its  Government  or  dtl- 
sens.  It  is  like  an  aggregate  corp(»«tioo — a 
bank,  which  must  act  by  its  stockholders,  or  ita 
Board  of  President  and  Directors.  The  ridttt 
to  such  a  President  is  a  great  sovereign  riffit. 
whioh  should  beezMiea  aooordingtothe  will 
at  the  majort^,  In  whom  the  conrolae  of  the 
sover^gnty  la.  Hence  the  abaorffi^  of  tiie 
District  System,  which  divides  and  appntlona 
it,  and  makes  the  spring  of  its  exercise  petscmal 
feeling.  The  minority  of  the  people  govema 
the  wnole  State,  makes  laws  for  it^  direofes  ita 
internal  and  external  poUc?,  and,  of  course^ 


Ammimmt  ^  Urn  QMuHtuHm. 
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ooght  to  wy  who  flhall  be  that  nutgistrate  whose 
yneer  nwet  effects  liiese  interesting  reUtions. 

Aocording  to  the  theory  d  our  ooDsdtation, 
is  expltined  the  Federdist,  the  States,  and 
the  pe«deof  the  States,  are  r^resented  in  the 
Execntlve  Gorernment  by  this  denization  of 
the  <ieoti»al  ostein ;  as  tiie  States  and  the  peo- 
ptoiif  tte  8totee  Ttpweented  fa  the  Legiala- 
tore  \j  Oe  Senate  aaa  Hoase  vi  Bepresentft- 
tires.  I  agree  entireb^  wltfa  tlie  gentlemaii 
from  UaMiiuniMtta^  (Ifr.  Emnm,)  that  we 
bave  DO  right  to  amend,  hy  destroying  a  great 
ra^Ucil  power  of  the  States.  The  position  star- 
tled me  at  first,  as  it  startled  all  of  ns;  hnt  I 
see  by  the  prints  that  it  Is  gdning  mnnd.  It 
k  ft  vise  and  profovnd  principle.  It  is  worth 
all  the  nlendid  and  most  eni^ble  reputation  of 
the  gwtleman.  And  who  woold  desire  to  take 
frnn  the  pec^e  of  the  States  this  sovereign 
ri^t ;  wlio  would  desire  to  see  the  power  of 
Governments  diminished,  so  neoeasary  to  the 
exiateiioe  of  tliis  GoTeniment,  end  to  the  pro- 
tection of  oar  liberties  f  Soppose  the  worst — 
the  most  homiHating  of  all  diiarters,  which 
wS^  have  token  mhet  during  Hm  late  war ; 
fluit  IB  eoony'a  fiert  ahonld  saU  iq>  the  riw 
Putnaac^  and  Bnrprise  and  take  aH  the  ftmo- 
tfonariw  of  this  Govenunent,  Exeontive,  Leg* 
idstm,  and  JvdidaL  Soppose  they  shomd  sta- 
tion a  military  force  here  m  oar  Oapitol,  and 
rear  a  fra^ngn  standard  tm  its  dome.  This 
mold  efl^  no  rerolntion.  the  States  pos- 
BM  a  redeeming  energy,  by  which  the  National 
Oonmment  woaW  be  reared,  in  all  its  Tigor 
ind  integrity.  Each  GoTcmor  would  assnnble 
Us  Legiioatare,  and  provide  for  the  national  ca- 
Innty.  Things  would  go  on  as  nsnsl.  Forces 
mw  be  raised,  taxes  Imposed,  justice  admin- 
htmd,  property  aqd  llbe^  protected,  snd,  by 
■a  nadMitmding  am«ig  the  States,  an  election 
fiir  the  fonotionaries  ol  Govemmoit  wonld 
bs  kal  No  aoarohy,  no  obscnge  in  the  dlstri- 
Isdiin  d  aovereign  power.  In  like  manner, 
eonqiest  would  be  impossible.  The  desolation 
•ad  ca{Aare  of  one  State  wonld  only  present  to 
the  victmions  foe  a  phalanx  of  sovereigns  sop- 
{nrttag  each  other,  and  ready  and  eager  for  re* 
Htaaoew  Bat  the  existence  and  power  of  these 
Gorenments  are  eqnally  neoeasary  to  the  pro- 
tection of  oar  Uberties.  What  reetrdns  this 
Isgirirtiire  wHhfa  its  orUtt  What  preventa 
tte  enaetioB  and  eofORWineiit  of  laws  violatbig 
oorllbartieat  TbeFtdenlOoutl  TheBopreme 
Covtl  That  creature  of  the  Exeontive—tiiat 
dependent  on  the  Legishitnre— that  oo-ordisate 
of  both,  having  all  their  sympathies  th^  hopes, 
tbor  anxieties  I  Th^  resbvin  the  mcroach- 
Bieats  oi  the  other  hnnohes.  Those  seven  or 
•i^t  feeUe  old  men  restndn  tl^  Government, 
eoBmiandiDg  the  resources  of  this  hnmense 
Ojnftderacy,  and  aU&  at  any  mMnent,  to  de- 
prtre  thera  of  power  by  impeachment,  or, 
dooUii^  their  duty,  to  roroe  them  ont  of  office  I 
Ko,  It  is  State  power  which  restrains  us— 
It  li^ii^uia,  PnmsylTaQd%  Massadmsetts,  dm., 
vkUkmferabiaiu.  a  ia  this  powanrUdi  re- 


pealed the  alien  and  sedi^on  laws ;  which  an- 
nihilated the  system  of  bankruptcy ;  the  fmrner 
invading  the  liberty  of  the  fiveman,  the  latter 
poisoning  his  morauty.  I  am  prepared  to  say 
more,  rir,  hut  I  am  exhausted,  and  will  trouble 
you  no  more. 

Kr.  MiTOHBLL,  of  Tennessee,  eidd,  that  he 
oonridered  the  queettoa  as  one  of  the  oreatest 
eonsequcnee  to  uie  peo|de  (tfflie  United  StateSb 
Perscns  of  all  partiea  nd  politick  persuaaiODe 
were  looking  up  trith  great  aniiety  to  the  de* 
ddon  of  this  House,  and,  thoi^nmeh  time  had 
been  spent  in  the  disonsnon  of  tins  measure,  it 
was  nothing  more  than  what  was  npeeted  by 
the  people.  Those  who  eotertained  a  favorable 
hopethaVan  amendment  of  some  kind  would 
be  proposed  to  thrai,  as  well  as  Uiose  who  are 
opposed  to  any  alteration  whatever,  have,  and 
do  expect  this  subject  to  undergo  the  most 
thorough  tnvestig^fHi  and  unwearied  atten- 
tiott.  Mr.  M.  said  he  did  not  deem  it  so  much 
a  matto*  of  importance  how  gentlemen  differed 
on  flw  great  question  now  imdw  discussion,  aa 
that  the  true  grounds  on  which  they  dim 
should  be  made  known  and  candidly  examined. 
It  is  ^eouliariy  incumbent  on  ns  to  bring  to  this 
exammation  ttiose  expanded  and  liberal  views 
that  mark  the  mind  of  the  true  statesman. 

I  do  not  rise,  sir,  said  Mr.  V.,  under  the  in- 
flnenoe  of  any  idle  presumption,  that  I  shall 
transcend  those  who  have  preceded  me.  or  with 
a  desire  to  show  with  what  &cility  I  can  tri- 
umph over  an  adversary.  K I  shall  he  able  to 
t^ow  deariy  that  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
roan  from  New  Tm-k,  who  first  addressed  the 
committee,  Otr.  Stobbb,)  is  not  inmlnerable,  I 
think  I  shall  have  done  a  mat  deal.  That  ar- 
gument, rtr,  may  be  viewed  aa  the  baris  upon 
which  all  ue  sahseqnait  ai^nnents  of  those 
who  are  opposed  to  tne  nKtMSiom  d  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sooth  Carolina,  were  founded. 
And,  fa  answering  tiiat  argument,  an  answer 
would  be  given  to  all  the  materiu  features  of 
the  other  arguments  on  the  same  side.  But, 
said  lb.  H.,  before  I  enter  upon  an  examination 
of  the  atgnment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  I  must  be  permitted  to  bestow  a  short 
notioe  up<m  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mitohxll,)  who  has 
Just  taken  his  seat.  He  would  not  sttempt  to 
follow  th^  gentleman  fa  his  meand^ng  oonrse; 
that  would,  fadeed,  be  a  wild-gooee  chase;  mir 
would  he^  fa  the  ooQrse<rfhlsremaiks,  attempt 
to  follow  the  gentleman  fWmi  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  EvEBBTT.)  Mr.  M.  said,  while  the  gentle- 
man was  speaking  I  was  amused,  I  was  delight- 
ed ;  his  speech  had  the  same  ^fect  upcm  m& 
that  a  well-strung  murical  instrument  would 
have  fa  the  han&  of  a  masterly  peribrmer. 
My  feelings  jofaed  in  the  ui^son  cf  sound ;  but 
when  the  fingers  were  removed  from  the  vi- 
bratory string,  the  music  died  imon  my  ear;  no 
imprewion  was  left  upon  my  nnoistnrbed  mind ; 
no  idea  advanced  made  its  impress;  it  was 

like  the  music  of  Carrol  along  the  hills  of  Oi- 
nun;  it  was  plsawnti  but  moaznflal  to  tiia 
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■oal."  While  it  oootinaed,  it  reached  the  ear 
with  melody,  but  when  the  somid  was  gam,  the 
gahstanoe  wab  lost 

The  gentlemui,  1&  effect,  empfaatloally  tells 
US  that  we  moat  not  attaint  to  improTe  by 
experience  in  the  maroh  of  Ume.  If  this  be 
true,  dl  7oar  institntions  for  edacatdon;  all 
year  common  eohools,  where  the  first  radimente 
of  an  ednc^m  are  ^ven ;  all  year  academies, 
where  the  foundation  of  sdenoe  is  laid ;  year 
nomerous  collies  and  uniTersities,  where  the 
mind  Is  eniiohed  with  sdenoe  and  literature, 
and  taoght  to  expand  itself  by  the  dictates  of 
wisdom — these  are  all  of  no  use  or  Talae,  and 
In  Tain  we  attempt  to  dimb  to  the  cupola  of 
Boienoe  and  virtue,  if  the  hnman  mind  is  not  to 
be  improved  by  uu  march  ctf  time.  We  are 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  Ifassaohnsetta  that 
cor  aooestors  poueased  intelllgenoe  in  a  greater 
extent,  and  mnoh  more  eminent  degree,  than 
ourselves.  If  bo^  away  with  all  your  semi- 
naties;  they  have  proved  unprofitable.  Ap- 
propriate no  more  school  funds,  locate  no  more 
school  landB ;  they  will  bring  you  no  return. 
Oeaae  all  your  attempts  to  light  up  the  lamp  of 
knowledge;  its  dim  light  wul  but  obscure  and 
mislead.  The  argument  was  still  more  extra- 
ordinary, 88  coming  from  one  who  bad  etndied 
antiquity  in  books,  and  Bobsequently  had  en- 
joyed the  advantan  oi  testing  the  aoonraoy  of 
the  knowledge  he  nad  thus  aoqniredf  by  ooolar 
demonatration. 

Ur.  IC,  said  he  would  beg  luve  to  nottoe  an 
observation  made  by  another  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Wood,)  who  had  last  spoken. 
That  if  he  had  rightly  nnderstood  bis  langnage, 
he  bad  said  that  there  was  a  theoreticaT  error 
in  our  Government,  and  experience  may  prove 
it  to  be  so  in  practice.  That  the  Senate  had  too 
much  oontrol  over  the  Executive,  which  might 
occasion  colUuon  between  them ;  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive possesses  only  the  power  of  nominating 
foreign  Ministers,  and  the  Senate  the  power  to 
r^ect;  that  the  Swate  ought  not  to  possen 
any  greater  power  over  amoassadors,  taan  to 
reeall  them,  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  concur- 
ring; this  would  be  In  aooordanee  wiUi  Yattel, 
with  whieh  the  gentleman  did  not  ooncor  in 
its  whole  extent 

If  the  gentleman  held  that  doctrine,  it  is  not 
only  federal,  but  ultra  federal,  and  such  as  had 
not  been  heard  in  this  coontiy  since  the  dark 
days  of  *d8.  Sir,  let  this  doctrine  be  tolerated, 
and  it  will  not  he  neoessary  that  the  constitu- 
tion ^ould  give  the  President  the  power ;  it 
will  only  be  necessary  that  he  ahoiud  will  it ; 
a  mere  tic  9olo  wUl  only  be  neoessary  for  the 
exercise  of  it. 

[Here  Ur.  Wood  rose  to  expl^;  and  said 
that  he  did  not  himself  h<dd  that  doctrine:  that 
he  was  only  giving  it  as  ^e  eentinients  of  Yat* 
tel.] 

Mr.  Ohiurman,  said  Ur.  U.,  the  Executive 
has  already  as  much  power  given  to  him  as 
friend  (tf  his  country  womd  wish  tum  to 
poaresB.  Has  he  not  the  power  <tfn(Hninating 
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evwy  officer  of  the  Government  (  and  is  not 
this,  in  efibct,  the  pown  of  ^^wintingf  All 
that  the  Senate  can  do  Is  to  rriect  the  nomina- 
tion ;  but  the  whole  act  is  that  of  the  Pred- 
dent ;  and,  unless  the  Senate  has  strong  reasons 
which  forbid  their  consent,  the  appointment  ia 
made,  and  it  is  made  by  the  President  alone. 

Sir,  X  will  agree  that  the  framers  of  the  oon- 
stitution  were  wise :  but  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  ^Mr.  Abobbs,) 
that  they  were  possessed  of  inspiration.  They 
were  men,  sir,  who  could  listen  with  patience 
to  the  thoughts  of  each  other.  They  could  «ve 
and  take,  to  arrive  at  an  agreement.  If  they 
could  not  get  all  that  they  wished  adopted 
they  were  willing  to  take  a  part,  and  to  agree 
to  a  oompromise  of  powers ;  and  th^  were 
what  we  ought  to  be,  too  mild  and  too  intelli- 
gent each  pertinadoualy  to  adhere  to  his  own 
cndidoa ;  and  they  could  yield  the  minw  tat 
the  m^or  proportion;  they  were  great,  be- 
oaose  tnoy  were  good ;  they  were  calm,  dispas- 
nonate,  refiectin^-^ot  pursuing  the  course  of 
your  county  court  lawyers,  only  anxious  to 
show  with  what  facility  they  coud  put  down 
an  adversary  in  argument.  They  spoke  from 
t^e  heart,  and  their  language  reached  the  heart: 
their  speeches  were  not  mechanically  prepared 
in  the  closet,  and  brought  out,  and  vended  in 
market.  Bo^  great  ud  good  as  these  men 
were,  they  were  bat  mwe  men ;  they  partook 
of  the  onnmon  frail^  of  our  race,  and 
were  highly  sHuible  «  it ;  they  did  not  srt 
themselves  up  as  models  of  infallible  wisdom ; 
they  were  conscious  of  the  imperfection  of  thdr 
own  production,  and  reotttded  that  conscioua- 
nesB  in  the  fifth  secticm  (tf  that  instrument,  by 
ingrafting  a  clause  for  its  own  amendment; 
they  knew,  that,  as  time  rolled  on,  the  oironm- 
Btanoes  and  the  capacity  of*  the  country  would 
be  changed — and  they  have  changed.  They 
never  dreamed  of  compiling  a  co^titution  to 
suit  all  times  and  all  circumstances;  and  the 
fiftltibili^  of  that  great  assembly  is  dearly 
evinced  by  the  nnmerons  ameoclments  whioh 
have  already  been  introduced  and  adcwted  as 
part  of  that  constitution.  Twelve  or  thirteen 
amendments  were  made  almost  as  soon  as  that 
instrument  was  completed,  and  whioh  are  not 
less  to  be  admired  than  any  other  clanse  of  that 
excellent  instrument  Yet  tiie  gentleman  asks 
how  we  can  lay  our  eaorile^ous  hands  upon  an 
instrument  so  perfect  t  The  constitution  itself 
furnishes  him  an  answer;  and  the  very  words 
of  the  amendatory  dause  ^ve  a  positive  refrita- 
tion  to  all  that  part  of  his  speech.  The  ^ntie- 
man  tells  us,  that  none  must  attempt  this  task 
but  those  who  are  already  sages.  And,  sir, 
how  are  we  to  become  sages  f  Is  it  on  this 
floor!  Ko^  rir;  it  is  by  stuping  in  our  doaeta, 
andinooroflBceaatlunne;  it  ia  by  turning  over 
the  volumes  of  antiqui^  and  by  sidling  back 
the  stream  of  time  to  the  di^s  of  Solon  and 
Lycurgos ;  by  living  contemporaDeousIy  with 
the  worthies  of  antiquity ;  imitating  their  mor- 
als, and  adopting  their  philosophy ;  improving 
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hj  ihsax  Tirtoea  and  profitiiig  trom  their  er- 
Ton. 

When,  rir.  700  are  In  pomdt  of  Udttn- 
tin  ininoufl^  too  mnit  look  to  the  Senate 
branch  the  KatHmal  legidatnre.  eir,  it  ia 
there  that  the  States,  as  separate  and  independ- 
ent Boverei^ties,  act  upon  the  fbderatire  prin- 
aple.  I  will  not,  rir,  take  yonr  State  to  illtis- 
trmte  my  views  upaa  this  sabject;  I  will  not 
hackney  poor  litUe  Delaware  to  death,  as  meet 
have  done  who  have  preceded  me ;  I  will  take 
Rhode  Island,  cimqttetunu  /or  it$  teUenU,  for 
my  example,  to  show  the  operation  of  this  fed- 
eratiTe  principle.  It  is.  sir,  m  the  Senate  branch 
of  the  National  L^pslature,  where  that  State 
stands  opon  a  footang  of  eqnali^  with  the  great 
Btateaof  New  Tork,  FenqjslTama)  and  Tizi^nia. 
It  is  there  that  the  StMee  are  rmreaented  in 
fiwt,  and  in  deed^-the  Senators  of  each  State 
being  the  BepresentatiTes  of  the  State,  in  its 
aggregate  and  Sovereign  capacity — ^being  dect- 
eoTand  bron^t  into  political  existence,  by  Uie 
only  and  proper  organ  of  the  State,  the  Legisla- 
tore  thereof  This  assembly  of  the  States  of 
eqaal  representaUon,  was  wisely  formed  to  pre- 
Tont  the  encroaohment  of  the  lai^  States  npon 
the  interests  of  the  small  States  and  for  the 
|irotection  of  the  eqnal  rights  of  both.  Bnt  it 
IS  obvious  that  the  popular  feature  was  intended 
to  be  preserved  in  the  organization  of  this 
House.  The  number  of  Bepreeentatives  from 
each  State  dnwnded  upon  the  ratio  of  popnla- 
tion :  one  only  being  allowed  to  every  80,000 
inhidritants :  so  here  the  popular  principle  is 
lodnd,  as  the  federal  ia  in  the  Senate. 

Tne  gentleman  from  New  York  says,  the  lit- 
fle  Statee  will  never  agree  to  any  snch  amend- 
ment ;  that  it  would  be  taking  from  them  their 
sovereign  equality,  without  giving  an  equiva- 
lent; ^d,  in  the  next  breath,  he  says,  that  the 
district  system  would  fiitter  away  the  large 
States,  and  take  from  them  the  power  of  pre- 
aerving  their  weight  and  importance  in  the 
UnioUf  and  thereby  deprive  theih  from  present- 
ing «n  nn^vided  pl<*1ftnT^  in  a  Preadeutial 
deetion.  The  reiolntioni^  rir^  <ta  your  table 
are^  in  general  terms,  pelting  ont  the  broad 
features  oi  an  ammdment,  oontainiog  only  the 
principle,  without  being  entan^ed  in  the  nu- 
nntis.  But  the  a^^nments  are  used  as  if  they 
w^  to  assume  no  other  shape,  which  is  qoite 
deceptive.  How,  I  would  ask,  can  the  small 
Statee  lose  any  thiug  by  the  proposed  amend- 
menta  ?  What  do  the  small  StatM  now  possess 
that  thej  would  lose  by  the  proposed  change  t 
Kothing,  sir,  but  what  was  thought  by  the  con- 
vention that  fawned  this  constitution,  a  mere 
possibility — tiiat  ii^  of  being  placed  upon  a  fbot- 
mg  of  equality  with  tiie  bige  States,  in  the 
aleotion  of  the  last  resort  in  tms  Honse :  for,  in 
the  first  instance,  they  can  only  be  fUt  aoocndp 
ing  to  the  gravity  (rf  their  popnutiini,  and  tiierfh 
£xra  possen  no  more  power  at  present  than  is 
proposed  by  the  amenmnent. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  district  system  will 
feodtoaomaididatiaiiof  tbaStates,  Ad«olar 
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ration  of  tbia  kind,  to  me,  is  puerile  and  idle  in 
the  extreme,  mil  not  the  State  Legislatures 
exist,  as  timr  have  heretofore  done,  and  as  they 
now  do!  will  th^  not  poaieaa  the  same  les^ 
ialative  powers  m  the  enactment  of  laws!  WiU 
not  each  State  have  its  own  Exeeative  and  its 
own  Judidaryl  Will  they  not  possess  the 
same  plenary  powers  in  their  mmihnpal  regula- 
tions f  la  any  right  they  ouf^t  to  possess  taken 
from  the  States  T  Do  they  lose,  as  gentionen 
suppose,  all  power,  when  their  Legial^ores  are 
permitted  no  longer  to  dinet  themtolvet  to 
appoint  eleetont  1  answer,  no.  It  would 
seem  that  gentlemen  imanned  that  all  the  in- 
trinsio  power  of  State  rights  were  involved  in 
the  mere  act  (rf  qtpointing  electors.  There  is 
nothing  in  Hiese  argomenta,  rir;  th^  are 
mere  vanitj  and  vexation  of  qnrit :  the  more 
they  are  probed,  the  more  will  th^  ftUacy  be 
exposed.  The  States  will  be  what  tii^  now 
are — their  fundamental  law  the  ssme;  they 
will  possess  tiie  same  sovereignty,  and  the  peo- 
ple more  freedom :  their  Legislatures  will  still 
be  their  proper  sovereign  organs,  possessing  all 
tbeir  legitimate  fnnotions.  But^  I  will  a£nit, 
sir,  that  they  will  no  looger  possess  the  power 
to  wield  a  mass  of  party  machinery,  to  pros- 
trate the  wishee  of  the  ^MOple,  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  or  defeating  a  particular  Resi- 
dential candidate. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  turn  my  attention 
to  another  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (lb.  SrosBa.)  That  gentieman  said 
that  if  the  mover  of  the  amendment  was  dnoere 
in  his  wishes  for  an  equal  distriot  system,  be 
mnst  give  up  his  a^ument,  or  go  one  step 
fartber,  and  put  thefroe  votws  in  all  the  States 
on  a  footiog  oi  eqoalitfi  and  abolish  the  pro- 
vision in  the  constitution,  which  puts  the  three- 
fiiUis  of  the  black  population  into  the  Southern 
scale.  Sir,  is  it  not  strange,  pasring  stnmge, 
indeed,  that  no  topic  of  debate  can  arise  in  this 
House,  let  it  come  from  whero  it  nuy,  or  relate 
to  what  it  will,  but  our  negroes  most  be  hauled 
into  the  question,  and  made  a  black  hook  for 
gentlemen  to  bang  npont  Why,  rir,  I  would 
ask,  is  this  a^umoit  naed-^  it  by  way  of  ra- 
flectionf  We  oi  the  Southnn  States  are  not 
to  blame  in  this  matter;  the  evil  was  in  flbe 
country  before  we  were  bom ;  it  was  co-ezten- 
rive  with  the  Colonial  system  that  peopled  tbia 
country ;  the  evil  was  entailed  upon  us  by  onr 
fothers— by  the  cruel  and  relentiess  acts  of  the 
mother  country.  We  aro  not,  we  cannot  beu 
responrible  for  its  existence.  But  I  will  tell 
you,  rir,  who  is  responrible  for  its  continuance 
from  tiie  date  of  the  convention,  to  the  year 
1808.  The  framers  of  this  transcendent,  this 
immaculate  constitution,  wUoh  gentlemen  have 
found  BO  finiltleas  in  all  its  parts,  ara  the  per- 
sons who  are  to  be  Uamed ;  yes,  sir,  greatly 
blamed,  beeanae  they  might  have  brou^t  the 
importation  of  these  unhappy  beings  to  an  end 
at  the  time  the  eonstitntion  was  adopted ;  but 
instead  thereof^  they  inserted  a  provision  which 
Mitliorixed  Us  oootijroaaoe  to  the  year  1808. 
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A  gentleman  from  Bhode  Idud  (Mr. 
pBAsoi)  has  gone  ioto  a  oakvlatUn,  to  show 
fliat  thoae  poor  iUtm  have  twenly-^Te  Bepre* 
•entatiTee  upon  thii  floor.  I  will  not  «^  that 
I  am  oppoeed  to  all  arithmetical  pt^tioiana; 
but  I  wul  B^,  that  I  vibrate  to  the  foot  that 
tbe7  are  repreaeoted  here,  and  I  r^oioe  that 
they  are ;  their  onbapOT  aitoation  entiUea  th«m 
to  oar  parflonal  aympauiieB  and  oar  legialative 
protection ;  and  u  that  genil«nan  doee  not  feel 
this  aentmiMit  toward  than  as  his  feUow-beings 
of  the  same  great  farailj,  he  has  denied  toe 
fitith  and  is  worse  than  an  inftdeL 

I  have  alreadj  attui^ited  to  diow  that  a  oan^ 
eu  is  the  oreatore  of  a  fiiotion,  and  that  it  oan- 
nofe  exist  among  the  people  generally.  Bir,  I 
live  la  a  State  where  the  district  ^tem 
T^ls.  I  know  noUiing  of  those  local  canoases 
of  whidi  the  gentleman  has  spoken.  I  know 
nothing  (Hf  those  dark  and  mysterious  midnight 
oondaves  that  dread  the  ligbt  of  Heaven.  I 
have  never  been  in  one  of  them  in  my  life,  aor 
do  I  think  they  are  needed,  nor  can  they  natai^ 
alhr  follow  the  adoptioa  o(  a  district  syrtem. 

The  gentleman  from  Soath  Carolina  (Mr.  Mit- 
coxll)  says,  that  a  oanotu  at  this  plaoe  is  in- 
^^enaably  neoessary  for  ocdleoting  and  nnitlag 
the  pnUio  will;  and  he  makes  this  Honse  a  vast 
liumiuuy,  and  we,.as  Its  diverging  ray^  are  to 
di^iense  its  mUime  li^t  to  the  peiipheiy  of 
this  eztoided  Government.  I  have  said  al- 
teady,  sir,  that  the  great  body  <tf  (he 
oannot  be  oon-apted.  They  therfllore  need  not 
gather  themselves  together  into  secret  meetings, 
to  form  secret  plans  and  secret  dedgna.  They 
have  no  dengns  but  those  of  self-preservation, 
and  the  general  good  (tf  alL  They  possess  tiie 
proper  intelligence,  and  are  endowed  with  a 
proper  temper,  to  (^ooee  a  President  for  tbem- 
selvea.  A  rreudent  thas  elected  will  be  armed 
with  the  neat  sword  of  thdr  will. 

I  am  ofiawMage,  dr,  and  formy  lift  Inevar 
have  been  enabled  to  see  the  nd^ty  diflbrwiee 
between  a  cancoa  at  this  i^aoe,  and  elsewhere. 
I  am  myself  opposed  to  a  oaacns  here,  to  one  at 
Albany,  or  anywhere  else.  Bat  certain  I  am, 
that  the  oaooos  here  oannot  be  darker,  more 
deadly,  or  demon-like,  than  some  of  those  which 
most  necessarily  attend  upon  a  general  ticket 
system.  Think  ftn*  a  moment,  sir,  of  a  canoos 
m  some  twenty  or  thirtiy  in  the  State  of  Kew 
To^  dictating  to  her  two  millions  popnla- 
tion,  (I  beUeve  I  exaggerate^  it  is  not  qnite  so 
many— about  1,600,000,}  and,  sir,  if  a  caneos 
ftdl  grown  is  so  odioos  and  so  detestable^  a  oaa- 
cns in  infbw^  oan  be  no  better.  A  little  rogne 
is  as  bad  as  a  great  rogDe^  whether  he  steals  a 
penkidfe,  or  a  Preridential  chair  :  nyo,  let  as 
nave  canoases  nowhere.  Fat  them  down,  rir ; 
kt  ns  have  an  end  of  these  midnight  cabals,  this 
{dotting  and  ocmtriving,  tins  patent  madujiery 
to  bring  a  man  into  power,  aiod  to  destroy  ttw 
people^B  wilL  I  know,  Ur.  Chairman,  that  the 
oaaoos  here  was  established  in  the  first  instance 
by  some  of  the  most  able^  and  nuMt  honoraUe 
EepnbUcana  of  the  coonttyi  and  tax  the  most 
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wise  andviitnooa  i^npose,  and  thoae  caBcnaca 

were  attended  by  some  of  ss  intelUgrat  and  jpa>- 
trtotjo  men  as  ever  adorned  this  aalL  Bnt 
still,  that  does  not  raove  the  cnoos  sratem 
to  be  right  Nor  is  it  here,  sir,  where  all  tlie 
wise  uid  virtnons  assemble.  Bat  the  gentleman 
from  South  Candina  (Mr.  Uitchhx)  justifies 
it  npon  a  stnnge  groond.  Indeed ;  as  the.  only 
proper  means  of  ownmnnioating  to  the  people 
the  charaoCer  and  qnalifications  of  the  persfm 
for  wbon  they  should  vote ;  and  this  dedara* 
tion  is  predicated  <m  the  idea  that  no  man  is  fit 
to  be  ^  OUef  Ibi^stnte  of  tlus  Govemm«ik 
ontil  he  shall  have  served  an  ^>pr«itioeahip 
more  laborioaB  than  that  ot  the  gentleman  fhim 
New  YoriL,  witldn  these  ^)adoaB  walls,  and  to 
have  passed  through  the  regular  grades  of  the 
deparunents,  until  ne  shall  have  oTimbed  to  the 
oapola  of  power.  I  have  ahready  attempted  to 
show  that  this  is  neither  the  centre  nor  the 
source  of  intelligence ;  and  tliat  there  are  men 
more  intelligent,  and  far  nuve  virtnons,  within 
the  anambitioas  and  private  walka  of  domestic 
tranqoillity — thousands  of  whom  are  much  be^ 
ter  acquainted  with  the  bic^i^o  lustoiT  at 
the  groit  men  of  the  Government  than  the  best 
InfiHined  among  us ;  therefore  we  possess  not 
the  power  of  oommmdcatlog  to  them  those  r^ji 
ofli^t 

Sir,  yon  may  talk  to  me  as  loiw  as  yon  irftl 
about  the  incorrnptibilify  of  this  House,  and  I 
shall  not  beUeve  a  word  of  it.  Sir,  I  have  no 
otjeotiMi  to  the  I^^deot's  having  the  ^point- 
iog  power— I  think  he  ought  to  possess  it.  I 
would  not  curtail  hia  patmiage  at  all :  I  wish 
to  give  it  another  and  a  pr<H>er  direction.  Let 
it  be  as  extensive  as  von  please,  only  keep  its 
sllurementB  withoat  these  wdls,  and  from  our 
sister  the  Senate.  Will  giving  to  the  Pren- 
dent's  patronage  thb  direction,  phtoe  bim  in  the 
sitoation  desonbed  by  the  gentlmaa  from  Kev 
Tork,  that  the  "very  pettiest  German  Fiinee 
mi^  lode  down  npmi  him  with  ocmteoiptf  ** 
No,  Ac,  he  would  possess  all  the  pow«r  he  ought 
to  possessL  Thai,  rir,  oor  se^  will  be  worth 
the  having :  thw,  sir,  the  peoide  will  believe 
that  BMne  spark  of  patriotism  oeoasions  os  to 
occupy  them.  But^  sir,  when  our  only  objeot 
in  ooming  here,  is  m  pursoit  oi  some  darning 
office,  our  seats,  if  not  quite  worthlen,  lose  at 
least  hslf  their  value.  Sir,  we  oanaot  ooc^y 
a  more  pre-eminent  station  than  a  seat  in  uia 
House  of  the  people.  I  consider  myself  as  now 
oooapying  the  most  important  office  within  the 
gift  of  the  people^  The  gentlonen  whose  namea 
I  have  so  oftm  enomeratedf  seem  to  think  It 
against  mwaU^  and  relig^im,  and  that  it  would 
have  a  tenduieiy  to  redooe  ns  to  a  savage  state, 
to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  we  oonm  be  pm> 
chased  m  bribed,  by  any  meana  whatever. 
And  the  gentleman  fiom  New  T<»k,  with  greal 
triomph,  asks:  Waa  Bayard  booghtf  Waa 
Pinneett  boi^t  I  I  answer,  no,  sir  I  Bnt  the 
people  said,  that,  when  they  toc^  their  arooint- 
ments,  they  had  deserted  their  place  ai^  their 
doty.   The  aratlanan  asked,  with  great  e» 
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phana,  wm  Baymrd  bonght !  Was  Foituett 
Doiq^tt  He  paused,  with  a  Idnd  of  self-oom- 
fjjaeency.  Vhj  did  lk«  oot  add  aootiier  name  ? 
\rhj  did  he  notgothiwu^  tiweatalogne  of  ex- 
alted ^:^>ointiiwiitat  l^ydidbe  not  ask,  with 
equal  tnomi^  was  Clay  bon^t?  DUthemean 
to  leave  on  the  miods  of  the  members  of  tiiis 
Hooaa^  by  his  deadly  rilMicfc  the  idea  that  Olay 
WM  boDgJitt  One  would  be  natoirally  led  to 
tiiink  so^  by  his  stoppang  short  where  he  did. 
ffir,  he  who  is  brave  till  the  enemy  appears — 
until  be  is  brought  in  riew  of  point-Uiink  dan- 
ger, and  then  cowers  and  Aie^  has  a  bravery 
Oat  ia  not  worth  a  bawbee^ 

Mr.  Ohainnan,  I  now,  in  oondnsioo,  say,  that 
tha  ought  to  vote  for  President  wiUKAt 
tlw&itMpoaittaitofeleotan;  that  all  the  States 
of  the  Onba  ■honld  be  laU  off  iBtodiatrfets; 
that  the  districts  of  a  Bttte  should  oonUin  an 
oqnal  ratio  of  popnlation,  as  sear  as  mw  be  ; 
and  that  the  m^ority  of  each  district  ahonla 
eoantaB<HieTote;  and,  in  the  event  that  no  <me 
ahoold  get  a  majority  of  the  whole  nnmbw  of 
tbe  votes  given  m  these  electoral  ccdleges,  send 
back  the  two  highest  on  the  list  of  oasoudatea  to 
Uie  pec^ile,  and  let  them  vote  direotiy  for  the 
man  of  their  choice.  Bnt  I  will  candidly  say, 
tJiat,  so  that  the  election  is  taken  from  this 
Houe,  I  shall  not  have  any  very  great  feeling 
a*  to  uie  preference  to  be  ^ven  to  the  district 
oiver  the  geoeral  ticket  s^tem:  or  in  what  w^ 
yon  shall  determine  the  eleoticm  in  the  last  re- 
aoctk  ao  that  It  is  talmi  from  this  House  and 

S'ven  to  tlw  people.  I  call  nptm  yon  to  relieve 
u  House  mm  all  tonptaticKi,  to  place  each 
and  ewy  monber  in  a  sitoation  that  they  can 
look  with  an  impartial  eye  at  all  admimstra- 
tiflDB,  and  all  their  Execative  acts.  Take  the 
dectiiMi  from  tiiis  Honse,  and  aH  this  will  be 
aflSaeted.  8ir,  give  me  a  riddance  of  this  evil, 
nd  I  will  give  yon  all  yonr  powers. 

The  committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of 
Sir.  BaxBom,  (tf  Va.,  and  the  ^mse  adUoaraed. 


THoaanxT,  Kanb  88. 

Ifr.  Juns  JoRMMni;  <rfgaatncfcy,  oflteadtbe 
IbDowing: 

BmlMd,  That  the  CoDunhtee  onlfilitary  AlUis 
be  tastrncted  to  report  a  Un,  anthoildng  the  Secre- 
tary vS  War  to  q^int  three  Comnusrioners  to  snr- 
vey  uid  exaniiM  the  Hone  Shoe  Bend,  npon  lick- 
fa^  Biver,  in*dM  eoonty  of  Feodlaton,  in  tlie  State 
of  Kentnckj ;  and  npon  sach  nurey  and  exam- 
ioatioci,  the  saaw  shall  be  found  soitable,  to  aaUior- 
iss  the  Prerident  of  the  United  Sfestes  to  eanse  to 
ha  craeled,  at  the  Hwas  Shoe  Bud  afiwasaid,  a 
MisiisBal  amory,  dmibr  to  those  slies^  erected 
at  ^riagSsld  and  Harper^  tfxsj. 

h  aapport  of  this  resolntion,  Ifr.  Jobhbon 
waattBtoaooaneofargnment,  which  eontfiined 
VBtfl  the  boor  allotted  to  the  oondderatim  of 
leports  and  rasdnlioaa  had  expired;  when 

Iba  ^aakar  Interposed,  and  reqpusted  the 


gentleman  to  defer  the  remuuder  of  his  remarki 
tdll  to-morrow. 

.imsR^msnt  t(f  HKe  Cbntettetkm. 
:nie  Bonas  then  res(dved  itself  into  a  Oora- 
mlttee  <d  the  Whole  do  the  state  of  the  XSvkm, 
on  ttie  amendment  to  the  oonstitation,  pro* 
posed  by  Mr.  MoDnvrn ;  when,  Mr.  BAnaoin^ 
who  had  the  fioor,  being  absent, 
Mr.  Wms  addressed  the  conunittee. 
Mnch  time  has  been  Q>ent,  sir,  and  a  great 
many  words  used  by  dineroat  gentlemen  who 
have  gone  before  me,  to  ^ow  the  tnie  meaning 
of  the  word  State,  as  nsed  in  the  constitntion, 
in  relation  to  thto  sabjeot ;  Z  intend  not  to  fd- 
low  over  the  same  track,  Imt  will  satisfy  myself 
with  observing,  that  I  care  not  whether  it 
means  die  geographical  lindts  or  boundary  linea 
of  each  soverogn^,  or  whether  it  means  the 
Lecpsbtnresftf  eaok— itrevwts  back  to  the  same 
th&g.  U  gentlemen  please  to  have  it  so,  let 
ns  say  it  means  the  flrat  the  boundaries  of  ter- 
ritory; why,  sir,  all  uiat  would  have  been 
nothing  bat  wild  waste  land,  bnt  for  those  who 
inhabit  witiiin  those  gec^raimioal  limits :  there- 
fore^ in  this  sense,  it  means  the  people.  If  yon 
please  to  say  it  is  the  I^efpslaturea  here  mean^ 
be  it  so.  It  means  tiie  people ;  becanse,  the 
Legtslatares  are  the  peojue  in  their  Bepreaentr 
ative  delegated  character. 

Let  us  look  at  the  result  of  the  genwal  ticket 
firitam--«nd,  I  mut  be  ezonsed  for  gmng  a  Ut- 
fle  mwe  into  d^ail  than  mi(^t  be  ezaeUy  n»- 
oessary  here,  although  I  have  known  men,  nr, 
possesring  as  much  good  sense  as  most  of  as, 
perhras  more,  that  ud  not  understand  the  ef- 
fect cFthis  system.  We  will  take  New  York, 
sir,  if  you  please,  where  there  are  thirty-siz 
distriota,  oonseqnentiy  tbirty-dx  electors  to  be 
elected.  How  is  this  to  be  done?  Why,  in 
eaidi  district  the  voters  are  to  vote  for  the 
whole  thirty-six  electors,  thirty-five  of  whom, 
perliaps,  not  a  man  <]£  them  ever  saw  or  knew. 
How  are  they  to  be  got  to  vote  for  them  I 
mly  cme  po^Ue  mode— that  i^  a  central  power, 
or  body  xst  men,  wIks  as  the  geuUemoi  have 
agreed,  must  exist  and  be  looked  to  as  the  dith 
tators,  to  fix  <m  the  thirty-six  candidates. 
WeU,  dr,  we  find  them  elected,  and  they  do 
every  thing  bnt  what  was  deorable,  and  they 
return  home ;  and  as  the  people  in  each  dis- 
trict see  the  one  of  the  thirty-Mx  who  was 
tdcen  from  that  district,  and  b^n  to  condemn 
him  for  what  was  done,  he  repues.  Why,  don't 
blame  me;  It  was  not  my  taolt:  the  other 
tbir^-five  that  you  voted  for,  and  eleote^ 
could  not  be  induced  to  do  as  I  wished,  and 
what  coold  I  do?  Thoa,  each  one  excuses 
himself  at  home,  and  wmtinuea  to  rest  secure 
on  the  power  of  those  Rotators,  whose  will  has 
been  his  law,  against  his  oath,  and  against  his 
country's  freedom. 

Sir,  befoce  I  ait  down,  let  me  call  the  atten- 
tion of  lit.  Adams's  warmest  friends,  if  they 
would  really  be  found,  by  their  actions,  willing 
to  ren^  Iran  a  servkM^  and  all  who  may  hm- 
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After  be  placed  in  a  aitaatioa  ^milar  to  the  one 
he  was  in— whkh,  to  believe  bim  dnoere,  (and 
who  will  donbt  that?)  must  have  been  aJmoet 
intolerable  to  sndi  a  man.  On  the  9th  of  Feb- 
niarj,  1826,  OongresB  apjK^ted  n  oonunittee 
of  three  ffentlemeo,  to  miu  on  Mr.  Adama,  and 
aoqnaint  mm  that  he  was  elected,  hj  Gon^ss, 
the  President  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on 
the  next  day,  the  10th  of  Febnuuy,  as  the 
Jonnial  of  that  aeaaion  shows,  Mr.  Adams  re- 
tamed  on  answer,  an  extiaot  of  wbioh  I  will 
read.  "Gentlemen:  In  receiving  this  testi- 
monial from  the  Repreeentatiree  of  the  people 
and  States  of  this  Union,  I  am  deeply  senuble 
to  the  oireomstanoes  nnder  which  it  has  been 
^ven.  All  my  predecessors  in  the  hi^  station 
to  which  the  avor  of  the  Honse  now  oalla  dul 
hare  been  honored  with  majorities  of  electoral 
Ttdcea  in  their  primary  oolleges.  It  bai  been 
my  fbrtnne  to  he  by  the  divinon  of  sentiment 
jvevailing  among  onr  coantrymen  on  this  occa- 
laoDj  in  competition,  friendly  and  honorable, 
with  Uiree  of  my  fellow-citiTeQs,  all  jnstly  en- 
Joying  in  eminent  degrees,  the  pablic  &vor, 
and  of  whose  worth,  talents,  and  serrioea,  no 
one  entertuns  a  higher  and  more  respectful 
sense  than  myself.  The  names  of  two  them 
were,  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  proTisions  of  the 
ooQstitntion,  presented  to  the  dection  of  the 
House,  in  ooncnrrenoe  with  my  own — ^names 
closely  associated  with  the  glory  of  the  nation, 
and  one  of  them  farther  recommended  by  a 
la^er  m^}(»ity  of  the  primary  eleotcval  anf- 
fragea  than  mine.  In  this  state  of  Alngs,  oonld 
my  r^taaal  to  accept  the  trast  thna  delegated  to 
me  give  an  immedi^  opportanity  to  the  people 
to  form  and  to  express,  with  a  nearer  approach 
to  unanimity,  the  oliject  of  their  preference,  I 
abonld  not  hesitate  to  decline  the  acceptance  of 
this  eminent  charge,  and  to  submit  the  decision 
of  this  momentoos  qnestioQ  again  to  their  de- 
termination. Bat  the  constitation  itself  has 
not  so  disposed  of  the  contingency  which  wonld 
arise  in  event  of  my  refusal.  I  shall  therefore 
repair  to  the  post  aa^nied  me,"  Ao.  Who, 
after  this,  amona  the  Fresident  a  friends,  can 
f^ipoae  ue  reaolntibnat  They,  bi  fsot,  ought 
to  have  been  the  Teiy  men  to  have  ofEored 
them.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from 
Yirgini^  who  had  obtained  the  floor  yesterday, 
(for  to-day,)  having  now  made  his  appearance 
in  the  House,  I  will,  after  returning  my  thanks 
to  this  honorable  committee,  for  their  polite 
attention  to  the  tew  desultory  remarks  which  I 
have  offered,  in  my  own,  farmer-like,  crude 
style,  nye  the  floor  to  that  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Wbkhs  was  followed  by  Mr,  Bahbouk,  of 
Yii^inia,  on  the  same  side,  who  spoke  till  half 
past  2  o^olock,  when,  complaining  of  exhaustion, 
be  consented  to  yield  the  floor,  with  the  nnder^ 
standing  that  he  would  comply  his  speech  on 
anothw  day.  Several  gentwmai  then  rose  to 
ipeak,  but  on  motion,  the  At»nimtfa>A  roee,  and 
bad  leanto  At  agidn. 
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I^iDAT,  March  S4. 
Armory  an  tke  Wntern  Waten, 
The  resolution  offored  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Jaus  JoEHBcnr,  of  Sentacky,  relative  to  a  mir> 
vey  for  a  nati<mil  anuny,  was  taken  up; 
when 

Mr.  Johnson  resumed,  and  concluded,  the 
remarks  in  which  he  was  proceeding  yeatarday 
when  the  OTders  of  the  day  were  called. 


Satdboat,  March  2S. 
Panama  Jfunon, 

Mr.  MoLjjra,  from  the  Oonunittee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  "  making  qtpropria* 
tiona  for  caRying  into  ^bot  the  ^^(^tment  ot 
a  idaricm  at  the  CkmgreBB  at  Panama; "  wUflh 
was  twice  TSflA  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whde  on  the  state  of  the  Uidon. 

Mr.  OnowHrasHiBLD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  made  a  report  on  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States^  of 
the  16th  inst.,  in  relation  to  the  invitations 
given  to  the  United  States,  from  the  Kepabtica 
of  Colombia,  Central  America,  and  Mexico,  to 
be  represented  at  the  Congress  about  to  be 
held  at  Panama. 

The  report  oondudes  with  a  recommendation 
to  adopt  the  following  resolution : 

*'  JtMoiMdy  Thai,  ia  the  o[diiIon  of  this  House,  It 
is  ezpecUeut  to  aptnvprlate  tiie  fimds  necessary  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  to  send 
IDnlsten  to  the  Congreas  of  Panama." 

Thersport  was  oomndtted  to  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

UniUi  Btattt  and  JSvutA  Jmerkti, 

Mr.  WmKum  mored  the  fbKowlng: 
Staetml,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Beta. 
ti<Kis  be  Instraeted  to  Inqidre,  and  report  to  tUs 
House,  upon  what  authority,  if  any,  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Uexican  RepnbUc,  in  his 
official  chancier,  declared  to  the  Plenipotentiary 
of  that  Oovenmient  that  '*  the  United  States  have 
pledged  themselrea  not  to  permit  any  other  power 
than  ^witt  to  interfere  either  with  thdr  (the  South 
American  Bepublica)  bdependence,  or  Ibnn  of 
gOTemment ;  and  that,  in  Uie  erent  of  such  an  at- 
tempt being  made  by  the  powers  of  Europe,  we 
(the  United  States)  would  be  compeDed  to  take  the 
most  efficient  and  active  part,  and  to  bear  the  bnmt 
of  the  contest" 

Jb.  Wiosum  said  that  he  should  at  present 
do  no  more  than  expl^  the  object  ai  the 
resolution  be  had  sutnnitted :  he  wonld  do  it 
without  reference  to  any  question  before  the 
House  touching  the  conation  of  the  South 
American  Bepublics;  he  would  do  it  at  any 
other  time  as  readily  as  at  the  wesent;  bat  he 
thought  the  Representatives  of  the  people  were 
now  called  upon  to  ny  whether  any  such 
aathority  had  been  given  to  our  Ifintstora 
abroad,  and  if  it  had  not,  whether  it  ought  to 
be  given.  The  members  of  the  House  moat 
have  obserred,  from  the  docameDts  laid  on 
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tbeir  tables,  that  oar  Minister  oearthe  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  had  said,  in  bis  diplomatic  in- 
terconrae  with  that  QoTemment,  that  the  Got- 
enunent  of  the  United  States  was  pledged  to 
make  common  canse  with  that  Sepnhlio  if  uiy 
otlier  power  than  Bpun  shoold  attempt  to  in- 
terfere in  the  question  of  its  indepeodenoe. 
Hr.  W.  conridered  this  declaratiofl  as  mrolTins 
a  question  of  weighty  import  to  the  people  « 
the  United  States;  and  Mr.  W.  said  that  he,  as 
ou  of  tbat  people,  widied  that  oaestion  not  to 
be  decided  npon  befbre  the  crisis  to  which  it 
alloded  shonJd  aetnally  arrive.  In  the  mean 
time  he  did  not  wish  ^t  the  declaration  of  an 
official  orgui  of  this  Government  should  Induce 
oUiers  to  believe  that  snch  pledges  had  been 
giren,  unless  that  was  actnally  the  fact.  That 
■ach  an  opinion  had  gone  abroad,  and  that  it 
was  held  07  some  of  uie  South  American  Gov- 
ernments, the  doenmeots  conclasivel;'  proved. 
Baring  uie  last  year  a  call  was  made  by  ^e 
Ifoictn  Government  upon  that  of  the  Umted 
Statfls,  to  he  pr^wred  to  redeem  its  pledge,  a 
French  fleet  navrng  then  recently  entered  me 
West  bdia  seas.  It  Is  said,  by  otiiers,  that  the 
declaration  ot  our  IGnister  is  an  assurance  of 
the  cabinet  here.  If  such  is  the  fact,  it  ia  high 
Ume  it  Bfaonld  be  known  and  understood  in 
Uiia  country.  The  only  authority  for  this  sug- 
g»tion  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  Mr. 
W.  observed,  was  a  passage  in  a  message  of  the 
late  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress ; 
bat  be  did  not  conceive  that  that  commnnica- 
ti(Hi  woold  warrant  our  Minister  to  say  that 
wvpleigt  had  been  given  by  the  United  States. 
Be  recollected  that,  at  the  same  session,  a  reso- 
htioa  was  introduced  by  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  (now  no  longer  a  member,) 
vUch  seemed  to  ren>ond  to  the  sentiments  of 
flHExeentive;  but  he  beUeved  the  resolution 
was  never  called  np  or  acted  upon  by  the  Con- 
pesB  of  the  United  States.  If  there  existed  any 
other  evidence  of  snch  a  pledge  as  that  referred 
to  by  our  Minister  to  Mexico,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
vaa  anapprised  of  it,  and  he  should  like  that 
the  State  Department  should  let  the  Hooae 
know  what  was  the  tme  state  of^e  case. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  observed,  that  it  would  be  need- 
less for  the  gentleman  to  direct  bis  resolution 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Kelations,  as 
they  were  unable  to  give  to  that  gentleman,  or 
to  the  House,  any  infonnalion  on  this  snhjcct, 
of  whidi  they  vere  not  already  possessed.  It 
Was  obvious,  from  the  doeoments,  that  the  gen- 
tleman alladed  to  has,  in  the  execution  of  his 
poTcrs  as  a  Minister,  and  in  obedience  to  the 
uutmctiona  given  to  him  by  his  Government, 
held  official  umgnage  in  the  declarations  he 
made.  The  authority  by  which  he  made  them 
is.  therefore,  that  of  ttie  President  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  F.  conld  not  positively  say  that 
oar  Minister  to  Mexico  had  received  instmo- 
Uons  to  use  these  particular  tenn^  but  liie 
ICniater  must,  in  doing  so,  certainly  have 
obeyed  the  spirit  of  his  instntotions.  It  appears 
tbit  a  statement  of  the  language  he  haatued 
TehDL-4 


was  afterwards  submitted  to  the  Secretaiy  of 
State,  and  approved  by  him  under  the  dureo- 
tion  of  the  lYesident  The  inquiry  would  be 
made  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
if  they  were  so  ordered :  but  it  oonid  lead  only 
to  one  result — ^that  the  AGnister  lued  the  lan- 
guage by  authority  of  the  Ihresident  Mr.  F. 
mesomed  that  the  desire  of  the  gentieman  ftvm 
Kentucky  was,  that  an  inquiry  would  Iw  made 
into  the  propnefy  of  such  language,  and  of  the 
instructiona  on  which  H  was  franded:  if  that 
was  his  wish,  he  ought  to  make  the  langnase 
of  his  resolution  more  spedfio.  It  wouS 
then  oert^nly  present  a  very  important  qoc^ 
tion. 

Mr.  WKBefTXB  thought  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tieman was  of  an  extraordinary  character,  and 
one  which  deserved  more  consideration  than  is 
usually  bestowed  upon  a  mere  call  for  informa- 
tion. Among  the  documents  submitted  by  the 
President  to  the  House,  was  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  of  tiie  United  States  near  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  In  which  he  details  a  eonvetsir 
^xok  which  had  tatat  place  between  himself  and 
the  o£Sdal  agents  that  Government,  in  whidi 
he  was  arguing  in  fitvor  of  an  allowanee  by 
Mexico  to  the  United  States,  of  an  equality  in 
commercial  privil^es  with  the  States  of  South 
America,  and  in  which  the  agents  of  Mexico 
were  resisting  snch  allowance,  and  insisting 
that  the  United  States  should  be,  in  these 
respects,  postponed  to  some  of  the  States  of 
the  South  American  continent.  In  this  con- 
versation, it  appears  that  our  Minister  referred 
to  an  opinion  commonly  entertained  in  the 
United  States,  as  to  the  interference  of  fore^ 
powers  in  the  concerns  of  Mexico,  and  the 
other  new  Tepnbliea;  evidently  ref^ng  to  1 
cdehrated  declaration  by  the  late  Preiddent 
of  the  United  States,  on  Oiat  subject  He  used 
the  term  "  fdedged,"  but  it  was  plun  that  ita 
reference  was  merely  to  this  declaration.  If 
the  object  of  the  resolution  is  to  find  fault  with 
the  conduct  of  this  Mimster,  he  could  not, 
without  more  information,  concur  in  it;  and  it 
seemed  scarcely  fair  to  infer,  that  he  was  in- 
structed to  make  any  improper  declaration, 
unless  there  was  some  proof  that  he  actually 
was  so  instructed. 

ButL  if  its  olgect  was  to  asoert^n  whether 
soeh  mstroctiona  had  been  given,  the  call 
shonld  he  made  on  the  Executive.  Mr.  W. 
entirely  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, that  no  inf<»ination,  In  answer  to  thla  in- 
quiry, was  to  be  sought  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Belations.  He  bad  no  objection  that  a 
call  ahonld  be  made  for  tbe  instntctiona ;  but 
until  farther  inquiry,  he  thought  any  inference 
unfavorable  to  the  character  and  conduct  of 
our  Minister,  ought  not  to  be  indulged.  He, 
therefore,  was  induced  to  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table ;  but,  having  made  the  mo- 
tion, he  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  F0B8TTH,  who  explained  himself  as  bar- 
ing said,  only,  that  the  Committee  on  For^gn 
Bdationa  could  give  the  House  no  InftmnataoD 
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it  did  not  already  pobbbbb — all  the  facta  were 
before  tbis  House. 

Mr.  WiosuFTS  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
ftom  MaaeaohiuettB  was  greatly  miatucen.  if  he 
Boppoaed  that  he  had  any  intuition  to  find  &nlt 
with  the  ocmdiuA  oi  the  dlatlngoiahed  individsal 
referred  to.  His  inexperienoe  in  legislation 
might  have  prevented  him  from  soggesting  the 
best  mode  of  obtuidiw  the  infonnatjpa ;  bat, 
he  had  conolnded  tihat  ue  Committee  on  Foreign 
Belationa,  b^ng,  from  the  nature  of  its  duties, 
in  intimate  oorreapondenoe  with  tiie  Depart- 
ment of  State,  might  readily  obtain  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  facta,  without  putting  either  the 
House  or  the  Department  to  the  trouble  of  a 
call  upon  the  Department  for  copies  of  instmc- 
tions,  &Q.  If  such  a  call  should  be  made,  per- 
haps it  might  not  suit  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  an^  astaiiff,  the  instraetiona  g^ven 
to  our  lOiiiaten ;  ot  if  th^  Edionld  be  g^ven,  it 
might  he  under  an  it^unotion  of  aecrecy — a 
mode  which  he  wished  ever  to  avoid. 

His  main  object  was  to  direct  the  attention 
of  OongresB  and  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Stated  to  the  qnestaon,  whether  any  such  pledge 
had  been  authorized  by  our  Government.  He 
was  desirous  that  the  country  should  be  left 
free  to  act,  when  the  oriais  referred  to  should 
actually  arrive.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
language  of  our  Minister  was  official ;  and  he 
bad  olwerved,  that  it  did  not  seem  to  be  con- 
tradicted or  questioned,  hj  the  Qeentarj  (tiP 
State.  He  was,  therefore,  forcibly  led  to  the 
inference,  that  the  language  of  our  Minister 
waa  ^proved.  U  the  reulntion  waa  to  be 
lud  on  the  table,  Itx,  T.  presumed  he  dionld 
be  permitted  to  call  it  up,  and  modify  it^  at  a 
fbture  moment. 

Mr.  BnoHANAH  sud  he  was  glad  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  had  brought  this  subject 
before  the  House.  Upon  reading  the  docu- 
ments which  accompanied  the  Presidents  Mea- 
aa^  on  the  subject  of  the  mission  to  Panama, 
said  Mr.  B.,  I  confess  I  felt  alarmed  at  the 
declaration  of  our  Minister  to  Mexico.  I  am 
well  acouainted  both  with  the  intelligence  and 
tiu  pmaoioe  of  that  gentleman,  and,  therefore, 
!t  is  beU^  thia  declaration  waa  not  made 
withoat  anthori^.  This  belief  is  strengthened 
by  a  knowledge  ot  the  &ct,  so  &r  as  we  can 
Judge  from  the  documents,  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  baa  never  disavowed,  or  even  disi^ 
proved,  the  conduct  of  that  Minister.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  avowal  of  the  pledge 
to  the  Mexican  GJovemment,  which  Mr.  Poin- 
sett has  made,  is  well  calculated  to  alarm  the 
fears  and  the  jealousiy  of  the  people  of  ^e 
United  States. 

Under  what  circnmstancea  waa  tlds  pledge 
ftTOwedf  and  whit  waa  the  relative  ^toation  of 
tlie  two  oonntrieaV  Our  Hiniater  was  n^tiat- 
Ins  a  oommerelal  treaty  witli  Ifodoo,  and  she 
had  refuaed,  in  the  moat  positive  terms,  to 
grant  to  the  United  States  a  privilege  which 
ihe  had  extended  to  the  South  Am^can  Be- 
inibUoi.  UpontUaoooadooiIieoUfanedforiu, 
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as  a  matter  of  right,  all  the  privileges  which 
had  been  granted  to  them;  and  declared,  as 
the  foundation  of  this  demui^  that  we  stood 
pledged  to  protect  them  agwnat  any  attack 
which  mi^t  be  made  upon  umr  independenoe 
by  any  European  nation  exo^  ^iidn ;  and  in 
that  event,  wa  shonld  be  bcnmd  to  bear  the 
bmnt  of  the  contest. 

Now,  sir,  if  Mexico  should  be  Induced,  \>j 
this  poutive  declaration,  to  grant  us  oommer- 
dal  privileges,  which  slw  would  not  otherwise 
have  granted,  I  ask  if  we  are  not  bound,  in 
honor  and  in  good  £uth,  to  carry  it  into  effect  t 
The  expresuons  used  by  our  Minister,  were  not 
mere  iole  diplomatic  phrases.  They  were  used 
for  the  purpose  of  obUuning  commercial  advan- 
tages; and  were  the  bona  upon  which  those 
advantagea  were  to  rest.  They  were  held  out 
as  tiie  onuideration— «B  the  inducement,  to 
that  Gkiverunent;  and  it  Is  fairly  to  be  in- 
ferredf  from  the  documents,  that  they  rec^ved 
the  ^)probatioD  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  It 
is  time,  then,  the  American  people  should  in- 
quire, and  should  distinctly  know,  whether 
this  declaration  was  authorized  by  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  waa  not  his  intention,  at  thia 
tim&  to  bring  into  discussion,  even  indirectiy, 
the  Mission  to  Panama.  Upon  that  important 
subject  he  would  then  express  no  opinion.  He 
wiuied  to  know  precisely,  whetiier  Mr.  Poin- 
sett had  exceeded  hia  inrtraotiooa  m  not.  He 
believed  this  knowledge  waa  all  important.  If 
the  Executive  had  detennined  to  abandon  the 
ooorse  of  policy  which  had  bew  her^ofore 
pursued,  and  to  enter  into  entangling  allianoes 
with  any  nation,  the  people  should  be  informed 
of  this  determination.  If  such  were  not  the 
intention.  Is  it  honorable ;  is  it  connstent  with 
our  national  character ;  Is  it  not  a  violation  of 
the  public  f^th,  to  hold  out  a  pledge,  for  the 
purpose  of  deceiving  Mexico,  and  then,  after 
we  shall  have  obtiuned  the  privileges  which  we 
desired,  to  mock  at  their  calamity  in  the  day 
of  danger  f  Our  intercourse  with  all  nationa 
du)uld  rest  upon  principles  of  justice.  If  hat 
wonld  the  Govermnent  o£  Mexico  think  of  na, 
what  would  thev  have  a  right  to  think,  if  our 
Minister  shonld  hold  erne  langnage  to-di^,  and, 
after  we  had  obtained  from  uiem  wut  we 
wanted,  we  shonld  disclaim  his  authority  to- 
morrow ?  In  every  point  of  view,  Mr.  B. 
thought  the  snl^ect  waa  well  worthy  of  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  Coos  said  that,  on  consulting  the  doca- 
menta,  he  perceived  that  the  genueman  had 
fallen  into  a  surprising  mistake,  in  the  infer- 
ence that  the  language  of  our  Minister  had 
been  reported  to  the  Department,  and  approv- 
ed. If  gentlemen  would  compare  tlie  dates  of 
the  Minlster*B  letter,  and  that  of  the  Seeretaiy 
of  StatCL  they  would  find  that  the  Seoretary^a 
letter  ia  in  reply  to  a  previona  oommnaioaUon  of 
the  Minister,  and  that  that  which  oontuns  this 
language,  was  iu>t  received  whoi  the  Secretary 
wrote  nia  last  deapatoh.  Aa  to  the  pledge  r«- 
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fund  to^  it  oonld  mean  nothing  mora  than  tiie 
declaration  of  President  Honroe.  Whatever 
^fldge  liad  been  given  hj  the  United  States  to 
Menoo,  mnat,  of  course,  have  been  alreadv 
known  to  Hezioo,  or  to  ita  Government ;  snai 
a  pledge  wai  not  then  bronght  to  its  knowl- 
edge: for  the  IGnister  speaks  of  it  as  one 
ilnady  ^tml  The  plain  meaning  waa^  a 
referenee  to  Hm  dedaration  (Hf  the  late  Preai- 
dent— a  declarflti(»k,  hdled  thronghout  this 
oomitrTf  wi^  pwh^ta,  an  impmdent  rathnri- 
asDL  Mr.  C.  bad  no  oljection  to  the  inquiry 
proposed,  bat  had  risen,  merely,  to  rescue  the 
eondoct  of  tiie  Secretary  of  State  from  a  mis- 
^prehenrion. 

ill.  HorsTOzr  rose  to  address  the  Honse; 
but,  the  honr  allotted  to  resolntions  having  ex- 
pired, the  Speaker  arrested  the  discussion. 

MaataehumtU  Militia  Claim*. 

JSt.  Houbtoh  moved  to  postpone  all  the 
orders  of  the  d^,  which  precede  the  bill 
nuking  provision  for  allowing  compensation  to 
the  State  of  MasBachusetts,  for  militia  services, 
rendered  daring  l^e  tate  war. 

Th»  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Hoase  accord- 
in^y  went  tato  Committee  of  the  Wholes  Ur. 
BrcBAHAV  in  the  chair,  cm  that  sobject. 

Mr.  Hamilton  opened  the  deliate,  in  a  roeech 
which  ooea|ned  aboot  three-qaarters  of  an  near. 

Be  first  stated  distinctly  the  principles  on 
vhicb  the  militia  claims  of  Massaohnsetts  were 
to  be  adjosted,  in  conformity  to  the  report  €i 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affurs,  which  he 
hsd  iMen  instmeted  to  make;  which  report 
povides: 

fint.  That  the  elalnu  of  Huncbiiseita,  far  «11 
MDitia  aervicea,  rendered  daring  tbe  late  war,  should 
be  udited  and  paid,  were  afforded  In  cempliance 
with  reqnisitioiis  of  an  officer  of  the  GoTenment  of 
Ibe  United  Statca. 

BtanuSy.  That  aU  eflrrleefl  rendered  by  the  MIU- 
lU  of  the  State,  at  the  request  and  saggNtion  of  an 
officer  of  the  Oenersl  OoTemmeat,  ifnecessary  to 
tbe  defence  of  said  State. 

Thirdlif.  For  all  serrtces  rendered  by  the  VlBtia 
<tf  the  State,  withoat  aocfa  request  or  snmestioa, 
but  to  repel  actual  invatioo,  or,  asder  a  wcul-foand- 
■d  spprebcouion  of  invadon,  provided  the  nnmber 
of  the  tro(^  called  oat  or  emi^ojed,  were  in  doe 
pnportioa  to  Uie  ez^ency,  and  were  not  tpeeifieally 
^dtahdd  from  an  o&eer  of  the  Government  author- 
iicd  to  a^ily  for  the  command  of  the  same. 

Ibr.  HuoLnnr  then  implied  to  tbeae  princi- 
plei  the  rigfata  of  b  eommon  defenoa,  wfai<di 
HsstsdHuetts  had,  nnder  the  guarantee  at  the 
CooatitatifMi  o(  the  United  States,  and  went  to 
■bow  that  the  tuOtutiflable  principles  of  con- 
Hnction  which  the  State  of  Maasaohnsetta  had 
M  np,  in  the  opinion  at  her  own  authorities, 
^  not  affect  the  question,  as  presented  by  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Itilitary  Afialrs. 
He  UiA  down  tiiie  prindple,  that  Uie  mere 
avowal  of  an  abrtawst  opimon,  by  the  authori- 
ties ttf  a  State,  ought  not  to  wprive  its  peoi^e 
noaimanlioD  »r  aenrtoea  rendered,  when 


in  point  of  fact,  this  opinion  oonld  be  proved 
to  nave  had  no  effect  upon  the  cbaraoter,  use- 
fulness, or  patriotism  of  the  aervices  bo  ren- 
dered. 

Hr.  H.  then  gave  a  brief  historical  account 
of  the  services  of  the  militia  of  Massaohnsetta, 
and  applied  the  facts,  growing  out  of  these 
services,  to  the  principles  of  atyiutmeDt  which 
the  ctonmittee  ud  reported. 

He  then  ^>pealed  to  the  Justice  and  sood 
feelings  €f  the  House,  to  fix  on  some  pri]Mn|>leB 
of  accommodation  and  adjustment,  by  which 
this  qnestion,  which  was  the  fnjitfnl  sonrce  of 
so  much  excutement  and  a^tation  in  Massachu- 
setts, might  be  settled  forever :  that  this  was 
one  of  me  most  holy  and  acceptable  offices 
which  the  General  Government  could  render 
to  a  member  of  this  Confederacy :  and  dwelt 
with  great  earnestness  on  the  common  charity 
which  the  States  ought  to  di^lay  to  each 
other,  on  those  oooastons  of  irritaticm  and  con- 
flict, growing  out  of  tiioae  Jealonrfea  of  State 
power,  that  would  oocarionaUy  arise,  whldi 
were  only  perpetuated  hj  unneoeasary  hostili- 
ties, reproach,  and  reimke :  and  oonduded  by 
saying,  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiira 
oonraaered  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment sufficiently  vindicated  and  upheld,  in  the 
bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  in  qnestion, 
then  under  consideration,  by  restricting  the 
settlement  to  the  class  of  eases  enunerateo,  and 
by  withholding  payment  in  all  other  cases, 
where,  in  point  of  /act,  the  unconstitutional 
opinions  of  the  State  authorities  of  Massachu- 
setts, as  to  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  the  imlitia  of  the  States^  had,  ^)eoifl- 
cally,  optmHon  and  ^ffBCt- 

Kr.  Davis  then  aaonmeA  the  otnmnittee; 

The  subject  brought  under  oonalderation  1^ 
my  friend  m>m  South  Carolina,  (Ifr,  HaioLTONj) 
is  one  in  which  the  State  of  Masuehusetta  is 
deeply  interested;  and  if  I  were  not  to  at- 
toBpt  to  bring  it  to  a  Just  issue,  I  should  feel 
my  constituents  would  deem  it  a  censurable 
omission  of  duty. 

In  order  that  the  question  which  arises  out 
of  this  daim  may  be  ftiUy  oconprehended,  I 
shaU  briefly  notice  the  history  of  the  transac- 
tions connected  with  it.  Eleven  years  have 
now  passed  away  since  the  events  of  which  I 
am  about  to  spei^  oconrred ;  and  if  passion  or 
pr^udice  baa  ever  mingled  with  the  fadings  of 
any  one,  in  fimning  t^nions  In  relation  to 
them,  lame  infficieDt  has  now  gone  1^  to  re* 
store  a  cool  deliberate  judgment,  and  to  enable 
UB  to  lo^  tqxn  them  with  the  aame  oandor  as 
upon  more  rraoote  events  of  history. 

In  April,  1818,  Ocmgress  passed  a  law  requir- 
ing the  Executives  of  the  several  States  to  de- 
tcm,  organize,  and  hold  in  rwdiness,  to  be  called 
into  the  service  of  the  Unind  States,  *  mo- 
ment's warning,  100,000,anilitia.  The  quota 
asrigned  to  Massachusetts  was  about  10,000, 
and  the  Executive  was  required  to  organize 
the  men,  when  detached,  aeoor^g  to  law,  and 
toa^mita  ftdlMm^flDHotot  offioara  toths 
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oommand.  This  order  or  law  was  ezeoated  by 
detaching  and  organizing  the  troopa  into  three 
diTisiooa  and  six  brigades.  Another  measure 
adopted,  as  preparatoiyj  was  a  division  of  the 
United  States  into  military  districts,  with  en 
officer  of  high  rank,  in  the  commission  of  the 
United  Statea,  to  oommand  each  district.  I 
sqr  to  command  the  district,  beoatueit  wpeara 
1^  tiie  docoments  on  your  table,  that  ft  waa 
not  the  intention  of  the  OoTemment  to  place 
under  the  oommand  of  the  officer  of  district 
number  one,  witiiin  the  territory  of  which  was 
ICassachnsetta,  any  connderabfe  number  of 
regular  troops.  This  officer  was  invested  with 
a  kind  of  pro^nsolar  power,  having  entrusted 
to  him  not  only  the  care  and  supervision  of  I 
military  affairs  in  the  district,  but  an  authority 
to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  the 
troops  detached  under  the  law  of  April,  1812, 

It  was  made  known  to  the  Ezeoutive,  on 
tiie  12t]i  Jnne,  1813,  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
that  General  Dearborn,  the  commanding  officer 
ct  the  district,  was  invested  with  this  author* 
1(7,  and  the  Ezeootive  waa  reqidred  to  order 
Uie  detached  quota  of  men  into  the  public  ser- 
vice upon  the  call  of  Qeneral  Dearborn.  On 
the  16th  of  Jane,  war  was  declared  agunst 
Great  Britain,  and,  on  the  2Sd  of  that  month, 
C^eral  D.  asked  for  forty-one  companiei  of 
tills  detached  militia  to  enter  the  public  ser- 
vice. The  Governor  declined  executing  the 
order,  and  from  this  arose  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  the  Executive  of  the  State  and  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  tiiis  difference  of 
opinion  is  to  be  reieired  almost  all  tiie  diffioul- 
tiee  and  almost  all  the  controversy  between 
the  two  Governments  relative  to  the  allowance 
of  these  claims.  It  becomes,  therefore,  neces- 
sary to  examine  with  some  care  the  course  of 
proceeding  on  the  one  aide  and  the  other,  and 
the  reasons  by  which  the  parties  at  issue  were 
governed,  I  shall  do  little  more  than  state  the 
points  which  have  been  made,  without  at- 
tempting to  enter  much  Into  a  discussion  of 
them.  To  a  compliance  with  this  call,  two  ob- 
jections have  been  urged,  one  to  the  form  of 
the  call,  the  other  to  the  occasion  of  it,  I  will 
briefly  examine  them  separately. 

The  call  wai  fax  fairtfi-VM  eonwoniM  of  a 
bo^  (rf  mm  already  dseoeAai  and  rally  organ- 
imd^  a  qieolal  aot  of  Oongren,  and  by  order 
of  War  Department,  into  oompanies,  bat- 
talions, regiments,  brigades,  and  divinons; 
and  the  fall  complement  of  officers  appointed 
thereto,  ^  the  constitational  aathoriUes  of  the 
State.  The  troops  thus  oi^anized  coDstitnted 
three  divisions. 

The  requirition  was  for  forty-one  companies, 
and  the  highest  officer  to  be  taken  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  was  a  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  although  forty-one  companies  consU- 
tuted  about  one-third  of  the  corps,  or  a  M^jor- 
General's  oonunand.  If  tiierefore,  this  order 
had  been  executed,  a  M^or-General's  com- 
mand would  have  entered  the  publio  service, 
With  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  at  its  head^  and  all 
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the  superior  officers  of  a  division,  detached  and 
appointed  to  the  command  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, would  have  been  deprived  of  their  men, 
and  their  men  of  them ;  or^  if  they  had  been 
drawn  from  all  the  three  divi^ons,  the  effect 
woald  have  been  the  same :  for  it  would  have 
reduced  each  division  and  brigade  below  the 
oommand  of  its  offioer.  The  qoestion  wUeh 
here  arises,  is,  whethw  the  United  States  can 
draw  the  militia  of  a  State  into  the  public  s^ 
vice,  without  its  officers?  The  constitution, 
after  declaring  that  Congress  has  power  to 
provide,  in  certain  cases,  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  and  to  provide  for  oi^^izing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  them,  declares,  expnssly,  that 
the  appointment  of  the  officers  is  reserved  to 
the  States.  In  affirmance  of  this  principle,  the 
law  of  Congress,  under  which  this  detachment 
was  made,  directs  that  the  officers  ^lall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  constitutional  aathority  of  the 
respective  States.  These  officers  were  there- 
fore rightfully  appointed,  as  they  were  ap* 
p<^ntea  aoe(Hrding  to  tiie  oonatitution,  and  the 
eracnrrent  provinons  of  the  law  nnder  both 
Governments.  By  what  authority  ooold  th^ 
be  separated  from  their  troops  ?  The  right 
militia  to  be  commanded  by  their  own  officers 
has  never,  to  my  knowledge,  been  domed,  nor 
has  it  ever  been  contended,  nnless  this  re<^uisi- 
tion  is  proof  of  it,  that  officers  of  the  militia 
could  be  removed  from  their  command,  to  i^ve 
place  to  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
mutual  rights  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to 
militia  to  be  united  in  public  service,  seems  too 
obvious  to  require  the  aid  of  argument.  How, 
then,  could  these  troops,  amounting  in  number, 
and  by  organization,  to  a  MiUOT-Oenend's  com- 
mand, be  drawn  into  the  public  service,  with- 
out their  officers,  espedally  when  those  officers 
had  been  assigned  to  their  respective  com- 
mands by  the  aathority  of  the  United  States  f 
The  only  answer  I  have  beard  given,  is,  that 
they  were  to  be  distributed  upon  the  sea  coastL 
to  perform  garrison  duty  in  the  forte — and 
were  to  pass  nnder  officers  of  the  United  States 
in  command  of  tiiose  forts,  who  would  have 
been  ontranked,  if  the  complement  of  officers 
for  a  diviuon  hstd  been  taken  into  the  service. 

b  this  a  anfficnent  reason  for  diamisring  from 
their  command  officers  wpointed  nnw  the 
constitntitHi,  and  detadied  and  as^gned  by  a 
special  law  of  Congress  to  the  command  ?  Will 
this  justify  a  separation  of  officers  and  men, 
and  is  it  no  violation  of  an  acknowledged  oon- 
etitntional  right  I  If  regimental,  brigade,  and. 
diviuon  officers  were  not  necessary  for  the 
service,  and  were  not  intended  to  be  taken  into 
it,  why  were  they  detached  I  If  the  men  were 
to  be  called  out  by  eompanut,  and  their  organi- 
zation into  larger  bodies  could  be  disregarded, 
why  was  the  Executive  required,  both  by  law, 
and  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
organize  them  into  battalions^  raiments,  bri- 
gades^ and  ^vid<HiBt  Why.if  itwaaoompetent 
for  an  offioer  of  the  United  Statea  to  make  a 
,  caQ  for  a  laxge  body  of  tam^  by  oonqtaiiie^ 
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Tere  not  the  10,000  men  detached  and  argan- 
iud  vithoot  a  higher  than  a  company  officer! 

The  next  objection  to  the  reqaisitioQ  for 
fivtj-one  companies,  is,  that  no  constitutional 
emeiveDcj  existed  at  the  time    the  call,  which 
justified  itw   This  ground  of  oljeetion  was 
tikea  b7  the  Exeentire  of  the  State,  and  has 
been  a  principal  Bonree  of  controversy  and 
eonflict  of  opinion  in  relation  to  this  cl^.  I 
will  alfto  state  the  reasons,  as  I  have  understood 
ftem,  npon  which  thia  opinion  rested.  The 
eonstitation  dedaree  that  **  The  Oongresa  ahall 
have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  to  ezecnte  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
jmas  insorrections,  and  repel  invasions."  It 
IB  manifest,  from  this  langnage,  that  the  power 
eoofided  to  the  United  States  over  the  militia, 
isUroited  to  the  three  exigencies  mentioned  in 
the  constitution :  uid  that  one  or  the  ot^er  of 
them  most  happen  before  tiie  right  of  calling 
the  ndUtia  into  aervioe  exists ;  and  so  Congress 
seem  to  have  considered  it.   In  1796,  in  the 
exorcise  ct  this  powen  Congress  pused  a  law 
jfforiding  for  eauing  forth  uie  mflitia  to  exe- 
eate  the  laws,  when  disobeyed^  to  suppress  in- 
■uirectious,  and  to  repel  invasions.  Provision 
was  also  made  for  calling  them  forth  in  cases 
of  inrnttnent  danger  of  mvasion.   A  greater 
power  than  this  has  not  been  claimed  by  Oon- 
gresa in  any  law  that  has  ever  been  passed 
upon  this  subject.   Beceiving,  then,  the  law  of 
^95  as  the  true  exposition  of  constitutional 
power,  I  shall  ask  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  state  of  facta  as  they  existed  at 
the  tame  General  Dearborn  made  his  requisi- 
tion, and  they  will  show  the  reasons  by  which 
the  fxcentive  was  influenced  in  his  decirioD. 
The  troops  were  not  demanded  to  execute  the 
laws:  for  they  were  not  disobeyed.  They 
were  not  demanded  to  suppress  insnrrections : 
for  none  existed.    But  they  were  avowedly 
demanded  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  war, 
and  the  question  arose  whether  there  was  any 
iovasioa  or  imminent  danger  of  invasion. 
There  was  no  invasion:  for  no  enemy  was 
within  our  territory.   But  imminent  danger  of 
invasion  might  exist;  and  the  inqairy  arose, 
both  as  to  what  imminent  danger  of  invasion 
vas,  and  as  to  its  existence  at  that  period, 
vhich  was  four  days  subsequent  to  the  dedara- 
tioQ  at  war.  It  was  uraed  that  imminent  dan- 
eonld  not  be  that  which  is  remote  and  un- 
wn,  but  that  which  exposes  us  to  obvious 
bazard— that  which  is  apparent  and  threaten- 
ing, or,  as  the  word  imminmt  implies,  hanging 
over  osf 

If  a  dedaration  of  war  alone  should  Justify 
calling  out  the  militia  into  public  service,  then 
would  it  be  in  the  power  of  tlie  United  States 
to  convert  the  militia  at  once  into  a  standing' 
anny,  and  to  hold  every  man  liable  to  do 
duty  in  the  service  during  the  continuance  of  a 
var,  if  it  were,  like  the  late  wars  in  Europe, 
^otracted  for  twenty-five  years.  A  power  Itka 
this,  exerting  itself  upon  the  population  of  this 
coantiy,  would  too  much  resemble  the  otjeo- 
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tionable  and  arbitrary  oonscriptive  system  of 
France. 

This  brings  me  to  inquire  what  the  Executive 
of  the  State  did,  in  view  of  this  state  of  things. 
He  declined  executing  the  order  of  General 
Dearborn,  because  he  oonadered  he  had  no 
power  to  do  otherwise.  He  considered  his 
power  as  limited,  1^  the  eonstitation,  to  the  e^ 
istence  of  some  of  the  exigendes  mentioned  in 
that  instrument ;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  evi- 
dence ot  the  existence  of  any  of  them,  be  con- 
sidered tlut  be  ooald  not  execute  the  order,  bo* 
cause,  in  this  country,  no  authority  bat  the  Laws 
is  known  or  adcnowledged.  Hence,  it  was 
thought  that  the  Executive  could  not  exeoate 
the  order  of  General  Dearborn,  as  it  did  not  rest 
upon  constitutional  power,  and  therefore,  car- 
ried with  it  no  obligation  of  obedience. 

Having  now  explained  the  reasons  by  which 
the  Executive  was  influenced,  as  I  have  under- 
stood them,  perh^  inocHreotly,  but  not  Inten- 
tionally BO^  I  shall  leave  diem  to  the  oonsidflntioil 
tit  the  omnoiittee,  and  inquire  how  &r  tha 
United  States  wm  neoessarily  afibeted  by  hli 
decision. 

By  the  law  of  '96,  which  contains  the 
general  provisions  for  calling  the  militia  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  President 
is  authorized,  for  that  purpose,  to  issae  his 
order  to  an  officer  or  officers  of  the  militia.  By 
the  act  of  April,  1813,  under  which  the  ten 
thousand  men  were  dStached,  the  provisions  for 
calling  this  detachment  into  actual  service,  are 
the  same  as  I  understand  them.  The  President 
had,  therefore,  power  to  issue  his  order  to  anjr 
officer  or  officers  of  the  militia  thus  detached ; 
but,  as  the  Governor  was  not  a  detached  officer, 
it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  he  oonld  issue 
an  Older  to  him,  even  in  his  military  capadty, 
for  these  teoops;  but  admitting  for  tne  purpose 
of  argument,  that  be  bad  this  nght,  he  also  had 
the  right  of  issuing  it  to  any  or  all  the  officers 
detached,  so  that  the  Governor's  neglect  to 
obey,  did  not,  or  could  not,  a^ct  the  power  of 
the  United  States  over  tiie  troops,  if  a  eonati" 
tutional  exigency  for  calling  them  into  service 
existed.  therefore,  the  officer  of  the  United 
States  making  this  order,  fdt  a  ctaifideace  that 
a  period  bad  anived,  which  gave  to  him  oon- 
stitutional  power  to  call  for  troops,  be  need  not 
have  stopped,  upon  the  Governor's  refosal,  but 
might  have  drawn  them  into  service  againat  his 
judgment;  for  the  right  to  the  troops,  and  tha 
power  of  ordering  them  into  service,  does  not 
appear  to  depend  on  the  will  of  the  Governor. 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  sabject,  1  will 
mention  one  more  fact,  which  seems  to  have 
some  connection  with  it.  While  the  Governor 
declined  executing  the  order  for  the  forty-one 
companies,  he,  about  the  same  time,  detached  a 
Minor's  command  of  three  companies,  and,  at 
the  request  of  General  Dearborn,  had  them 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  tiie  defonoe  (tf  the  frontier  tliat  benders  upon 
Kew  Brunswick;  not  because  there  ires  inva- 
don,  or  danger  of  iovadon,  for  the  GOTemor  of 
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Nora  Sootia  bad  usned  his  prodamadon  for- 
bidding all  iDcnn^OQs  npon  oar  territoiy ;  bat 
evil-dispoeed  persona  had  oollected  there,  and, 
taking  advantage  of  the  iwlligereat  state  of  the 
two  oonnteiefl,  manifested  a  dispodtlon  to 
^nnder  the  inhaUtanta,  and  he  thought  it  bat 
just  that  they  aboold  have  &  more  efflcieot  pro- 
teodon  Uutt  the  dvil  anthoritiea  oonld  yield. 

In  this  ocmditioa  affUn  remained  for  nearly 
two  yean,  when  a  peace  was  ratified  between 
the  belligerent  nations  of  Europe,  which  left 
the  army  and  navy  of  onr  enemy  idle,  and  at 
liberty  to  be  employed  against  this  ooantry. 
Aa  might  have  been  expected,  he  prqjected  a 
eystem  of  operationa  for  the  oampoign  of  1814, 
more  vigorong  and  extenuve  than  Uiose  of  the 
preceding  years. 

Early  in  the  campaign  of  1814^  this  enemy 
commenced  hia  operations  by  Uockading  ow 
ports,  and  intercepting  onr  oommerce.  He  soon 
iMgan  to  destroy  shipping,  wherever  it  fell  into 
his  hands,  dther  by  oaptare,  or  by  cutting  it 
out  of  onoefbnded  ports.  In  June  he  landed  at 
Baoo,  in  Maine,  tmd  destroyed  some  private 
property.  As  his  strength  was  from  time  to 
time  increased,  he  grew  more  daring,  and,  in 
the  latter  part  of  July  and  Angnst,  kept  the 
whole  coaat  in  a  state  of  great  alarm  and  trepi- 
dation, by  constant  attempts  to  land  and  com- 
mit d^redations,  wherever  the  coast  was  unde- 
fended. To  meet  theae  operations,  and  to  qniet 
apprehension  wherever  there  was  canae  for 
alum,  goards  were  placed  al<Hig  the  coast,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  ICiUtia  were 
toned  out  to  defbnd  the  nuaes  to  t&e  Navy 
Yard  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  and  also 
to  the  Navy  Yard  at  Oharlestown.  Orders  were 
also  iasned  to  the  commanders  of  milttia,  if  any 
part  of  the  country  was  invaded,  or  ^reatened 
with  invasion,  not  to  wait  for  orders  from  any 
one,  but  to  turn  out,  and  meet  and  repel  the 
foe.  In  July,  General  Dearborn  asked  for  1,100 
men,  to  s^ngthen  the  fortifications,  and  they 
were,  by  order  of  tlie  Governor,  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  On  the  last 
of  Aogust  or  first  of  September,  the  enemy  took 
poaseiaioD  of  the  Peninsula  of  Oastine,  in  Pe- 
nobsoot  Bay.  This,  together  with  his  success 
in  other  parts  of  the  oonntry,  exoited  great  ap- 
prehensionsfor  the  saf^  cNf  the  flipping  and  the 
towns.  The  inhabitants  were  pressing  in  their 
calls  for  fbrther  protection ;  and  on  the  2d  of 
September  large  bodies  of  troops,  under  the  dis- 
cretionary orders  of  the  Governor,  previously 
given  to  military  commanders,  were  marched  to 
the  defence  of  Portland,  Kennebeck,  Wiscasaet, 
and  other  places  in  Maine.  On  the  6th  of  that 
month,  the  Governor  renewed  his  order  to  the 
whole  militia  of  the  CJommonwealth,  requiring 
|hem  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  marc^  at 
«  moment's  warning,  to  defend  the  State.  He 
alflo,  1^  the  same  order,  assembled  nearly  4,000 
mUitia  for  the  deftooe  of  Boston.  On  the  17th 
of  this  month  he  placed  1,200  militia  under 
General  Dearborn,  to  strengthen  the  forts  in 
the  harbor  of  Boston.  Thia  state  of  alarm,  of 
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anxiety,  and  danger,  continued  aa  long  as  the 
weather  permittm  the  enemy  to  remain  with 
safety  on  the  coast.  He  pressed  the  war  with 
all  the  vigor  in  his  power,  cutting  out,  burning, 
and  destroying  shipping  and  otner  proper^; 
cannonading  towns,  threatening  thedestroetitm 
of  the  salt  works;  attempting  daily  to  invade 
and  dishonor  the  territo^.  The  claim,  nr, 
under  consideration,  asks  reimbnrsement  for 
money  advanoed  by  the  State  to  pay  either  for 
spontaneona  services,  rendered  without  special 
orders  firom  any  one,  to  protect  the  soil,  prop- 
erty, and  persons  of  the  inhabitants,  from  ia- 
vaders ;  or  for  services  of  like  character,  per- 
formed under  the  authority  of  the  State.  Ser- 
vices such  aa  have  been  idlowed  to  other  States. 

This  brings  me  to  inquire  why  this  claim  baa 
not  been  adjusted  t 

It  ia  not  beoaose  it  was  not  presented,  and 
pressed  with  all  bec(Hning  zeal,  upon  the  con- 
dderation  of  this  Government,  soon  after  the 
war.  It  is  not  because  the  services  have  not 
been  rendered  and  paid  for  by  the  State.  It  ia 
not  becanse  those  services  were  not  beneficial 
and  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  country :  for,  of 
all  these  points  there  is  most  unquestionable 
proof.  But  because  there  was  a  oonstitutioQal 
difficultly.  It  was  alleged  by  the  D^artment, 
that,  in  the  early  part  the  war,  the  Executive 
of  the  State  had  assumed  groimds,  in  relation  to 
the  constitutional  authority  of  the  United  States 
over  the  militia,  so  repagnnnt  to  the  true  intor- 
pretation  of  that  instrument,  and  so  hostile  to 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  that  the  daim  oonld 
not  be  allowed. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  the  opinions  of 
an  officer  of  the  Stateoould  not  be  made  to  bear 
upon  the  claim,  so  as  to  affect  the  right  to  reim- 
bursemeot :  that  the  State  is  not  responsible  for 
the  opiniofu  of  its  officers,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  so  as  to  be  liable  to  fine  or  punishment; 
and  that  the  only  inquiry  was,  whether  the  ser* 
vices  were  rendered  in  defence  of  the  coantry, 
and,  if  so,  and  found  to  be  necessary,  they  come 
within  the  mlee  adopted  in  allowances  to  other 
States. 

To  tUs  it  was  r^oined,  that  the  oonstitntional 
diffionl^  tainted  and  rendered  void  the  whole 
(dalm,  BO  that  the  State  of  Uusaohosetta  oould 
not  be  let  In  upon  a  footing  «ith  other  States. 
In  this  manner  the  claim  rrated ;  the  agents  of 
the  Steto  constantly  soliciting  the  attention  of 
the  officers  of  the  Government  to  it,  and  the  o£B- 
oeiB  of  the  Government  as  constantiy  declining  to 
do  any  thing  about  it,  nntil  1823,  when  the  Prea- 
ident  was  prevailed  upon  to  direct  that  a  por- 
tion of  it  should  be  examined.  It  was,  therefore^ 
committed  to  an  Auditor,  who  reported  upon  it, 
and  npon  the  evidence  by  which  it  was  sustained. 

The  President,  after  giving,  as  he  says,  great 
consideration  to  this  report,  and  seeing  the  un- 
equivocal proo&  by  which  the  claim  was  sup- 
ported, declared,  in  a  message  to  Congress,  his 
entire  conviction  that  the  servioes  were  spon- 
taneous, patriotic,  uid  necessary  to  the  defenoe 
of  tlie  counti7,  and  ou^t  to  be  allowed.  TbSa 
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teBtxmoit  he  has  repeated,  most  distlDoUy  and 
moat  earnestly,  three  times,  in  as  man  j  messages 
to  this  House.  It  has  been  reiterated  by  as 
waay  oommttteai  of  thte  Hotue ;  bat  still  tke 
laUeefc  has  XMmr  been  aotednpon  by  Oongrees ; 
and  this  aooomits  for  the  ddav. 

B^m  I  proceed  to  oonriaer  more  partion- 
iMrij  the  weight  of  tiiis  ooDBtitntional  dimonlty, 
I  win  reenr  agun  to  the  traosaotions  of  1814; 
and,  in  connection  with  them,  ask  the  attention 
of  the  otHnmittee  to  one  or  two  fiicts  to  which 
I  hmre  not  adverted ;  not  that  I  consider  them 
as  afi^cting  this  claiin,  bat  that  I  wish  to  pass 
oTer  nothing  whidi,  by  any  one,  can  be  deemed 
imptHiant.  In  Jane,  of  that  year,  troops  were 
ordwed  oat  to  defend  the  Kavy  Yards  at  Oharlea- 
town  and  Fortsmontb :  In  Jtuy,  etoven  hundred 
men  were  mustered  into  the  aerrioe  of  the 
United  Stataa,  to  strengthen  the  fbrts:  in  the 
same  mmithf  orden  were  issaed  to  the  officers 
of  ndUUa,  to  meet  threatened,  and  to  repel  ao 
tnal  inTauon,  withoot  waiting  for  orders  from 
my  MM.  On  the  6th  of  September,  orders  were 
SsKwd  to  coll  into  the  serrioe  abont  four  thtm- 
aand  men.  for  the  defence  of  Boston,  and  the 
whole  militia  were  oommaoded  to  hold  tiiem- 
selras  in  readiness  to  enter  the  service  at  a 
moment's  warning.  On  the  l7th  of  September, 
twelve  hnodred  men  were  mastered  into  the 
service  oi  the  United  States,  to  strengthen  the 
forts  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  These  measnres 
wen  adopted  by  tin  ExeontivB  itf  the  State,  for 
the  general  defence.  On  the  Sth  September, 
Genwal  Dearborn  made  a  reqaidtiwi  upon  the 
Governor  for  foar  thousand  six  hnndrea  troops, 
to  be  distribnted  along  the  maritime  frontier, 
for  sea-ooBst  drfenoe.  The  documents  do  not 
inform  ns  whether  any  reply  was  made  to  this 
demand  of  General  Dearborn ;  several  objec- 
tions ^pear  to  lie  aminst  it,  and  although  I 
cannot  bring  my  mind  to  the  persuanon  that 
the  opinions  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, whether  well  or  ill-founded,  can  affect 
this  cisim,  as  I  shall  by  and  by  attempt  to  show, 
yet  I  will  state  such  objections  as  seem  to  me 
to  be  in  any  way  important.  To  show  their 
beazinib  I  mnat  ^jain  recor  to  the  constitution 
and  tte  laws,  for  the  purpose  of  asottrtainiiig 
whether  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  ha£ 
at  this  time,  any  mtbori^  to  detadi  and  bold 
in  readiness  to  enter  the  public  service,  a  body 
crfmilitiA,  The  low  ai  1819,  under  which  the 
ten  thoossnd  men  were  oigaoized,  had  expired 
by  its  own  tinutation,  bdng  confined  in  its  oper- 
ations to  two  years.  The  10,000  men  were, 
therefore,  disbanded,  uid  no  longer  as  a  detoch- 
ment,  liable  to  be  called  into  service.  The 
power  of  CongresB,  in  relation  to  the  militia,  has 
usaally  been  considered  as  divided  into  two 
branehes:  the  one  has  been  exercised  in  pre- 
paratory measures,  such  as  detaching  and  or^ 
ganiidng  %  body  to  be  hdd  in  nadiium  to  enter 
the  aervice  when  an  eiigency  dull  ooeur.  This 
ii  a  power  which  may  b&  and  i^  exerdsed, 
vImu  no  exists  to  call  the  trcmpa  into  ao- 
toal  aarviQ^and  has  alwaja  been  omiddered  by 
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Oongress  as  distinct  from  the  power  of  actually 
ealling  into  the  service.  It  is  a  pr^aratory 
measore,  as  it  merely  places  troops  m  readiness 
toenttf  thepubUoBarioe.  But  this  preparatoiy 
measure  cannot  be  resorted  to  except  by  an  aet 
of  legation.  Buoh  an  organlxed  body  (Air  it  ii 
a  new  or^aniati<m  of  the  militia)  cannot  be 
created  without  an  act  of  Congress:  for  no 
power  can  be  exercised  over  the  mUitia  by  an 
officer  of  the  TToited  States,  except  under  a  law 
of  Congress.  At  the  time,  there  was  no  law 
authorizing  thlsprepu^tory  orgamjEStion.  The 
general  law  of  '95  is  sileat  upon  this  sabject; 
and  that  it  was  never  designed  to  give  aathority 
for  such  a  measure,  we  have  the  repeated  testi- 
mony of  Congress  itself  in  three  special  acta^ 
passed  for  this  purpose,  rince  the  law  of  *96  haa 
Iwen  in  foroe ;  one  In  1806,  one  in  1808,  and 
one  at  the  oommenoement  of  the  war  in  1812. 
In  othw  instanoea,  where  the  measure  has  been 
attempted,  it  was  always  done  under  a  special 
act  of  legislation,  and  in  no  other  way.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  this  want  of  l^al  provision, 
General  Armstrong,  tiien  Secretaxy  of  War,  on 
the  4th  ctf  July,  1814,  addressed  a  note  to  tite 
Executive  of  Massachusetts,  tnvifin^  him  to 
unite  with  certain  Executives  of  other  States,  in 
ot^nizing  a  corps  of  98,600  men,  to  be  held  in 
reinioess  to  enter  the  public  service  when  an 
exigency  should  occur,  and  refers  to  the  general 
law  at  *96,  for  his  authority :  and  yet  it  is  ap- 
parent,  from  the  tenor  of  the  note  itself,  that 
the  writer  doubted  his  own  authority,  as  he 
does  not,  in  the  usual  manner,  eommana  or  r»- 

fujre,  but  metfo.  If  I  am  ri^t  in  the  position 
have  taken,  Goieral  Armstrong  had  00  au- 
thori^  to  propose  this  measure,  nor  the  Gov- 
ernor any  authority  to  execute  it :  for  it  does 
not,  in  any  tiling,  pursue  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  *93,  nor  can  it  be  conndered,  as  has  l>een 
observed  by  the  Bapreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  either  as  an  order  or  a  requisition.  I  do 
not  mean  to  deny  the  aathority  of  the  United 
States  to  call  the  militia  into  the  public  service, 
under  the  act  of  *96 :  for  if  that  act  hod  been 
pursued,  it  might  have  been  done  by  detaching 
orders  from  ttie  President;  but  this  was  not 
attempted  nor  designed  to  be  done  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  His  object  was  to  form  a  corps,  by 
a  new  orguiization,  unknown  to  any  law  Mm 
in  existence,  to  be  held  in  readiness,  to  be  detach- 
ed by  parcels  into  the  public  service,  if  an  ed- 
gency  should  occur ;  and  this  coald  not  be  done. 

Having  shown,  as  I  think,  tiiat  the  invitation 
of  Gen.  Armstrong  rested  upon  no  authority 
except  his  own  wishes,  and  that  the  Governor 
could  not  issue  any  order  upon  it,  that  the 
troops  woald  have  been  bound  to  obey,  I  will 
now  inquire  what  authority  General  Dearborn 
had  to  make  a  demand  for  4,500  men.  On 
this  point  I  have  no  evidenoe  except  what  is 
oontuned  in  the  panted  dooumenta.  It  appears, 
howevw,  to  be  of  a  Umited  diaraoter.  We 
find  Its  character  and  extent  pretty  accurately 
defined  in  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretaiy 
of  War,  to  lit.  Qakef  oh^rman  <tf  s  oomnuttee 
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of  th«  Senate,  in  1816.  In  ipeaking  of  these 
oommanderB  of  distrinta,  be  says,  "these  oom- 
manders  were  specially  charged  with  the  de- 
fsace  of  their  reapeotive  districts.  It  was 
ei^oined  on  them  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  enemj,  to  oommmiioate  to  the  Government, 
and  to  eieoQte  its  orders  in  gammoning  to  the 
field,  on  menace  of  invasion,  soch  portions  of 
th«  quotai  of  the  militia  of  each  State,  within 
fheir  respective  districts,  as  had  been  provided 
for  by  act  of  Congress,  and  detailed  by  this 
Department,  as  were  thought  necessary.*^  Now^ 
rir,  there  was  no  qnota  ca  militia  provided  fi» 
by  any  act  of  Congress,  at  flie  tone  Oencml 
Armstrong  gave  bis  Invitatifm  to  the  Govenun- 
— nor  had  there  been  any  dotting  wders 
Iflsned  from  the  Department  of  War,  to  oi^nize 
any  qnota  of  militia.  No  snch  body  of  militia 
ooold  exist :  for  there  was  no  act  of  Oongress 
which  authorized  it  It  is  plain,  Ur.  Monroe 
here  speaks  of  a  qnota  organized  to  be  held  in 
readiness  to  enter  the  pabUc  service  when  an 
occasion  shonld  oocnr  for  their  services.  It  is 
also  plain  that  Gen.  Dearborn  had  power  to  call 
fivBQoh  detached  militia,  and  none  other;  and 
•■  no  snch  detachment  had,  or  conld,  have  been 
made  nodw  any  anthori^  of  Congress,  it  is 
■bo  plain  Hut  General  Dearborn  coidd  malce  no 
demand  npm  the  Govenior.  Hto  reqaiidtioa 
was,  therefore,  without  authority,  and  imposed 
no  obligation  of  obedienoe.  If  I  am  right  in 
view  of  the  sabject,  there  oonld  oe  no 
wrong  in  disregarding  ttte  call  of  Gen.  Dearborn . 
This  was  not,  however,  the  reason  offered  bv 
the  Sxeoutive  for  his  neglect  to  comply  with 
Gen.  D.^8  request.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  tbe  7th  of  September, 
1814,  he  states,  that,  parsnant  to  a  request  of 
Gen.  Dearborn,  he  had,  in  Jnlv  preceding,  de- 
tached 1,100  miliUa,  and  placed  them  nnder  his 
eommand,  but  such  Inooavenienoes  arose  from 
the  meanue,  that  H  oonld  not  be  then  r^te^ed. 

These  olnections  and  inoonvadaiioea  arose 
from  the  following  oanses:  In  tite  first  ^ace, 
irith  1,100  men,  making  a  battalion  of  artillery 
and  a  re^ment  of  infantry,  a  M^or  of  artillery 
and  a  Dentenant^Oolonel  of  Infantry  only  were 
received  into  the  service,  although  there  were 
at  least  three  battalions.  In  the  second  place, 
these  troops  were,  by  the  laws  of  Massachusetts, 
organized  into  companies  of  64  men  each,  with 
three  officers  to  a  company.  When  takea  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  they  were  or* 
sanized  into  oompauiee  of  100  men  each,  thus 
dismissing  a  portion  of  the  platoon  officers, 
and  deranging  the  whole  system,  in  the  third 
they  were  placed  in  forts,  and,  in  all 
cea,  as  a  committee  of  this  House  state, 
under  officers  of  the  United  States,  of  equal 
grade  with  tbe  officers  of  the  miliUa.  In  some 
of  these  forts,  say  the  committee,  there  were 
very  few  men,  and,  in  some,  none  at  all.  Hie 
complaints  did  not  arise  from  being  placed 
nnder  the  command  of  officers  of  t^e  United 
States,  of  eqnal  rank,  where  sudi  officers  had 
■a  aotoal  iKma  fide  commud  of  rc^nlar  troopa; 
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for  this  was  a  precedence  they  were  willing  to 
yield;  bat  oconplidnea  of  being  placed 
under  officers  who  had  dtber  only  an  apology 
for  a  command,  or  no  command  at  all.  The 
militia,  air,  have  pride,  and  honor,  and  ambi- 
tion ;  for  they  are  composed  of  the  best  blood 
of  this  coontry.  When  measnres  are  adopted 
which  hnmhle  that  pride,  which  disrerau^  that 
honor,  which  crush  that  ambition,  and  declare 
to  them  that  they  are  unfit  for  the  service  to 
which  they  have  been  called,  they  have  joat 
oaose  of  complaint,  and  will  oomnlaii^-dia< 
content  and  diaaaUaacti<m  will  prev^. 

Bat  it  is  said  that  tbe  oonrse  pnrsaed  by  the 
Ezecntive  impaired  the  physiod  force  the 
United  States.  By  this  it  is,  I  suppose,  meant 
to  allege  that  the  £zeoative  possessed  and  exer^ 
oised  an  anthority  by  which  he  threw  himself 
between  the  two  governments,  and  prevented 
the  United  States  from  employing  the  militia  in 
their  service.  This  argument  supposes  the 
Governor  to  possess  a  power  whic^  does  not 
appear  to  be  entmated  to  him.  It  supposes 
that  he  can,  at  his  pleasure,  withhold  the  militia 
from  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  no 
remedy,  bat  ore  dependent  on  his  wiU.  The 
laws  of  the  United  States  will  show  Hat 
the  fact  is  fhr  oOierwise ;  that  the  EnoatiTes 
of  StiUes  have  but  a  miserable  renmant  of 
anthority  over  the  militia,  too  feeble  to 
excite  Jealoosy;  and  that  this  power  does 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  United  States ;  for, 
whenever  tbe  President  chooses  to  take  the 
militia  into  public  service,  he  can  do  it  in 
defiance  of  the  authority  m  the  Executive  of 
a  State.  The  law  of  '95  contains  all  tlie 
important  provisions  upon  this  subject.  It 
enacts  that  the  militia  may  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  in  cases  of  invasion, 
and  of  imminent  danger  ai  invawm :  and,  for 
tius  purpose,  the  President  may  issne  his  onten 
— to  whom  ?  Not  to  the  £xeoative  of  the  Sl^ 
—not  to  the  Govemoi^bat  to  onir  €jgker  or 
officer*  of  the  militia.  It  ndther  names  nor 
refers  to  the  Chief  Magistrates  of  States ;  nor 
does  it  authorize  any  call  upon  them  as  the 
organs  of  State  sovereignty;  but  gives  the 
right  of  issuing  orders  to,  and  exercisLag 
power  over,  officers  of  the  mUitia  only. 

I  will  now  consider,  more  distinctly,  the 
effect  of  the  opinions  and  the  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. It  is  said,  in  these  documents,  that  the 
claim  could  not  he  allowed,  because  of  oertaiii 
anti-constitutional  opiniont  advanced  by  the 
Governor.  It  was  contended  by  the  State, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  dum  had  no  con- 
nection with  the  Govemor^B  neglect  to  cwnplr 
with  the  wder  of  Jane  29,  181^  and  <Mf 
September  6,  1814:  for  It  is  fbr  sflTvices 
rendered  on  sudden  and  presdng  emei^encie^ 
without  any  special  order  from  either  Govern- 
ment,  and  came  clearly  within  a  class  of  clums 
such  as  had  been  allowed  to  other  States ;  bat 
it  was  olyected  that  the  opln^ms  of  Ua»  Execu- 
tive tainted  this  part  of  the  claim  also,  and  it 
hu  not  been  allowed. 
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Wbere  is  the  aathorit;  hy  which  a  State  is 
mide  reapoDsible  for  the  eptnioru  of  its  officers 
—Attd  espeinallf  of  its  military  officers?  b  it 
in  the  oonstitatioo  t  Is  it  In  the  laws  ?  Ko, 
rir,  it  has  not  eren  the  anUiority  of  preoedeot. 
The  State  has  a  ddm  for  num^j,  aooh  as  is  al- 
lowed to  other  States,  hot  the  numey  Is  with- 
held— and  why?  Mot  because  it  is  not  due, 
bat  a»  a  paoishment  for  the  heretical  opinions 
of  an  officer  of  milida.  Can  this  be  done,  sir  1 
Can  yon  pnniflh  a  State  for  the  heresy  of  its 
militia  officers?  If  so,  where  is  the  tribtinal 
that  can  prononcoe  the  verdict  of  gniity  ? 
Where  the  tribunal  that  can  meaaare  oat  Uie 
noni^mentf  Vhere  tiie  anthni^  to  in- 
flict it? 

'Now,  sir,  what  does  this  examination  show  ? 
It  shows  that  the  United  States  declared  war 
agilnat  Gzcat  Biitain ;  that  Uds  powerful  enemy 
asMiIed,  with  his  land  and  naval  forces,  the 
State  of  Maasachnaetts:  that  he  destroyed  her 
commerce,  plnndered  the  property  of  her  citi- 
xeoa,  and  invaded  her  territory ;  uiat  the  State 
was  left  almost  wholly  undefended  and  unpro- 
tected the  United  States ;  that,  under  these 
drcomiUnoee,  the  militia  of  the  State  turned 
out,  tatber  spontaneously,  or  by  order  of 
&ate  authonty,  and  repelled  the  foe,  and  saved 
the  State  from  dlahouor;  ihat  most  of  these 
services  have,  in  repeated  messages  of  the  Pres- 
ideat  to  this  House,  been  declared  to  be  pa- 
triotic, and  indiqieDsably  necessary  to  the  de- 
feme  of  tiw  country,  and  have  also  had  the 
aame  testinumy  in  thdr  fhvor  fitnn  evoy  omn- 
mittee  of  this  House  to  whom  they  have  been 
refored;  that  other  States  have  been  allowed 
for  like  services,  while  the  whole  of  this  daim 
has  been  refused. 

And  now,  air,  who  is  it  that  demands  reim- 
bursement ?  It  is  not  a  party  to  this  contro- 
versy, which  took  place  eleven  years  ago ;  It  is 
not  I  disobedient  militia  officer  who  makes  the 
demsod.  No,  sir,  it  is  the  people  uf  Uassachn- 
aetta,  who  had  nothing,  and  could  have  had 
Dotiiiog  to  do  with  the  contest  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Qovemor,  as  a  militia 
officer.  It  is  the  peo^  of  that  ancient  State, 
vfaieh  ooeopies  one  of  the  brightest  pagea  in 
the  history  of  this  nation ;  it  is  the  people,  who 
hare  pound  out  their  Mood,  and  thdr  treasure, 
ia  deienoe  of  the  United  States ;  and  shall  they 
be  made  the  victim  of  a  selfish  policy  ?  ShaU 
they  be  told,  that  they  stand  responsible  for 
the  opinions  and  n^ect  of  militia  officers,  with 
whose  conduct  the  State  had  no  connection  ? 
b  this  the  manner  in  which  the  constitution  is 
to  receive  construction  ?  Is  a  member  of  this 
Confederacy  to  be  fined  for  constitntioQal  her- 
ttyt  It  is  now  the  fashion  to  nuuntain  State 
n^ts^  State  independence,  and  State  prero^a- 
tiKi.  I  rejoice  that  the  day  has  o<Hne  which 
Ktnru  this  doctrine  upon  us:  tcxr^  to  my  mind, 
BO  axiom,  no  politieaf  truth  is  more  obvions, 
than  that  the  permanence  and  stsMU^  of  our 
iutitationa  dep«id  upon  a  free  exercise  d  all 
tbetighte  nMrred  to  the  Stateflb 


iSx.  HovBTON  next  took  the  fioor,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill.  He  said  his  intention  in  rising, 
on  the  present  occasion,  was  to  take  a  summary 
view  of  the  ground  on  which  the  claim  of  Maa- 
sachnaotts  rests. 

I  am,  said  itr.  H.,  decidedly  Miposed  to  aa 
allowance  of  any  portion  of  the  claim  now  un- 
der diacasnon.  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  the 
argnments  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  (Mr.  Davis.)  I  assnre  the  committee, 
that  the  objections  which  I  entertain  on  this 
occasion,  are  based  upon  principle,  and  not  from 
any  feeling  of  hostility  towards  the  commnnity 
who  have  advanced  this  claim.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  has  told  us,  that  this 
claim  rests  upon  just  and  equitable  grounds; 
and  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  doctrines 
eutortuned  by  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
it  is  unfair  to  mulct  a  community  for  t^e  acts 
done  only  in  defonoe  of  State  rights.  Now, 
I  insist,  if  the  demand  isj^  should  be  paid. 
All  I  ask,  before  this  House  proceeds  to  pay 
that  dum,  is  that  they  will  give  it  a  full  and 
fair  examination.  It  has  been  recommended 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  give  a 
decision  upon  the  claim  at  some  period.  Ihope 
that  period  has  now  arrived. 

The  claim  is  founded  on  services  performed 
by  the  troops  of  Massachusetts  during  the  last 
war.  It  cannot,  surely,  be  uived,  that  these 
services  were  performed  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  What  are  the  facts  ?  In 
June,  1812,  a  <nroular  was  issued  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  addressed  to  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States,  with  a  requisition  for  thdr  re- 
spective qnotas  of  militia,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness when  called  for  by  the  emergencies  grow- 
ing out  of  a  state  of  war.  The  Governor  of 
Massachusetts  did  not  recognize  the  authority 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Stetea,  and 
wuved  a  compliance  with  the  order.  His  plea 
was,  tliat  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
had  no  authority  to  make  such  requisition,  aa 
no  emergency  then  existed,  which,  by  the  con- 
stitntioD,  gave  him  the  power  of  calling  ont  the 
militia  of  the  several  States.  And  the  Govern- 
or further  added,  that,  to  thia  effect,  he  was 
advised,  by  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Maaswuinsetta,  and  by  his  Conncil.  Some 
of  the  dtlzena  of  that  State  were  willing  to 
embark  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  but 
were  precluded  from  bo  doing  by  the  want  of 
arms.  The  Governor  says  he  issued  arms  to 
some,  but  not  to  others.  It  was  determined  by 
the  General  Government  to  call  oat  the  militia 
under  officers  appointed  to  the  different  depart- 
ments, for  the  purpose  of  contribating  to  the 
defence  of  their  own  coast.  The  regulations 
of  the  Government,  at  that  time,  fixing  the 
rank  of  officers,  was  so  arranged,  th^  when- 
ever an  officer  of  the  militia  should  be  called 
out,  to  act  witit  an  officer  of  the  same  grade  oi 
the  United  Statea,  that  the  latter  should  take 
rank  of  the  fbrmer.  This  rule  obtained  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  grades  of  the  arm^ . 
But  it  never  wu  pretended,  that  the  militift 
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offloen  of  superior  grade  dionld  be  rabjeot  to 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  United  States  offi- 
cers oi  it^erior  rank.  When,  f<x  instance,  a 
UajOT-General  of  B^Uia  was  aerring  with  a 
UMor-Genwal  of  the  TTnited  l^tes  ormj,  the 
Kwor-Qeneral  of  the  regular  armr  necenarilr 
took  rank  of  that  of  the  militia.  But,  if  a  Col- 
onel of  the  United  States  serrioe.  In  oommoad 
of  his  regiment,  was  co-operating  with  a  Bri- 
gadier-General of  militia,  the  General  would, 
necessarily,  take  his  rank  and  command. 
Therefore  the  measure  was  objected  to,  more 
on  account  of  its  Bnlwtanoe  than  mj  notions  of 
form  or  etiquette.  I  am  anthorizoid  to  eaj  so, 
bj  the  docaments  which  have  been  exhibited 
in  support  of  this  claim.  But,  it  is  said,  that 
two  objectioDB  were  ariged  to  the  requisition; 
that  one  hnndred  and  for^>one  companies, 
which  were  to  be  detadied,  were  snffieient  to 
constitute  one  or  more  dlTiriim^  and  that  no 
general  officer  from  the  State  was  to  be  called 
out  and  placed  in  command. 

But,  Mr.  Ohairman,  where  was  the  necessity 
for  the  det^  of  a  Hi^or-Generolf  An  officer 
of  the  General  Ooremment  was  already  there, 
In  command  of  the  cUstrict,  and  it  was  not  in- 
tended that  these  one  hundred  and  forty-one 
companies  ^onld  be  consolidated.  Had  that 
been  the  case,  the  objection  might  have  been 
urged,  withpUusibility  at  least.  The  detail  of 
a  general  officer  would  then  have  been  proper. 
Bnt  snoh  was  not  the  fact  These  companiea 
were  to  be  detached  to  different  places.  Some 
were  intended  to  man  the  forts,  others  to  guard 
the  coast  at  different  points.  What  need  was 
there  then,  of  a  general  officer,  when  a  com- 
manding officer  of  the  ^strict  was  responsible 
for  its  defence  1  It  was  not  designed,  by  the 
General  GoTemment,  to  station,  at  any  one 
point,  more  than  one  regiment,  oonstitnting  a 
command  for  a  colonel,  wd  not  more.  We  are 
told,  by  the  Qovemor,  that  the  troops  of  Bos- 
ton were  already  in  a  state  of  preparation  for 
defence,  and  that,  in  six  hours,  ihej  could  be 
marohed  from  the  neighboiii^  TUlagea,  and 
tiiat  farther  preparation  waa  not  oon^ered 
necessary.  Sir,  if  the  objection  rested  on  this 
littie  point  of  etiquette  alone,  it  lasted  too  long; 
and  was  of  too  serious  moment.  It  may  be 
urged  that  the  consideration  for  pride  of  rank 
ahonld  weigh  mnch  on  this  occasion.  I  am 
willing  to  concede  the  gentieman  all  that  he 
can  jnstly  deiband  in  beltalf  of  military  pride. 
Bnt,  sir,  there  was  no  ground  famished  for  the 
exercise  of  this  pride,  nnder  tiie  cironmstanceB 
of  the  requisition  made.  Was  it  erer  attempt- 
ed, during  the  war,  to  separate  the  men  from 
their  immediate  officers?  To  detach  the  cap- 
tains from  tiieir  companies?  To  place  these 
Bompaniea,  subject  to  tiw  commana  of  a  cap- 
tain, in  the  regnlar  armyl  Sudi  a  meamre 
was  never  attempted,  or  eren  thought  of. 
There  waa  no  real  or  implied  Infringement  on 
the  rights  of  the  militia. 

The  militia  of  Mfuaachusetts  were  called  out 
to  defend  their  own  fiKmtier.  No  ordo'  haa 
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ever  come  under  my  view,  directing  them  to 
be  marohed  to  the  fivntier  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  defend  the  territory  of  o<her  States.  If 
Ibssaohnaetts  waa  really  disposed  to  oo-<»6rate 
in  the  deface  of  the  oountry,  why  did  ahe  not 
defend  her  own  borders?  But  it  sennB,  from 
the  oonminnioation  of  the  Governor  of  Masaa- 
ohosetta  to  the  Secr^ary  of  War,  that  the  Gor- 
emor  of  Nova  Scotia,  actuated,  no  doubt,  by 
the  amiability  of  his  character,  had  interdiot«a 
any  invasion  of  the  borders  of  New  England. 
Was  tiie  proolamaticHi  of  the  Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia  to  be  r^arded,  and  an  order  from  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  be  di»e- 
garded?  Had  not  war  been  declared  ag^nst 
Great  Britian,  by  the  constitutional  onthoritiea 
of  this  country?  Waa  not  thatdeelan^n  a 
solemn  law?  Was  it  not  the  snprone  law  <tf 
the  land?  IMd  it  extend  to  aD  tiie  States,  or 
only  to  a  few  of  tiiemt  ICnst  a  nieeial  law  be 
passed,  expresdy  declaring  that  Massachusetts 
shall  defend  its  borders?  Sir,  that  declaration 
of  war  struck  a  panic  throngh  England,  and 
its  dependencies.  Bnt  Massachusetts  was  not 
to  l>e  affected  by  it.  That  declaration  was  to 
be  met  by  the  Governor  of  Massachnsetta,  de- 
claring that  the  people  were  not  willing  to  be 
drawn  from  their  homes,  and  to  rally  on  the 
border  bef(H«  an  enemy  approached.  Oonld 
the  order  be  really  understood  in  this  way  by 
the  Governor?  No,  air.  It  was  only  an  order 
that  the  militia  shonld  be  detaehddy  and  held  in 
reqniution.  Bnt  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
term  "detaohedl**  It  is,  that  a  regular  defadl 
shonld  be  made,  eonstitnting-a  certam  body,  to 
fill  the  quota  proper  to  be  furnished  by  each 
State,  in  order  tiiat  the  men  may  know  who 
are,  and  who  are  not,  designated  to  march, 
when  orders  to  that  e^ct  are  given.  The  de- 
tail  itself  it  not  an  order  to  march,  but  onljf  a 
not^^eation  to  thote  who  arAtohein  rtfodwues. 

Sir,  on  this  subject  of  yidding  the  etiquette 
of  military  rank,  I  can  refer  to  the  most  illns- 
triouB  example:  An  individual,  who  haa  been 
oho^ed  with  higfa-handed  aiu  overbearinc 
measures— who  haa  been  erroneons^  charved 
with  the  violation  of  tiie  oonstitntkm  of  his 
country — who  yielded  thi»  pf^t  of  military 
etiquette,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  in  the 
r^nlations  of  the  army.  When  the  militia  of 
Tennessee,  nnder  the  command  of  General 
Jackson,  formed  a  junction  with  the  troops  of 
Georgia,  under  ^e  command  of  General  Pmck- 
ney,  m  the  Greek  nation.  General  Jackson  was 
in  command  of  a  victmious  army.  His  oom- 
mission  waa  of  a  date  prior  to  that  General 
Pinckney,  and  of  equal  rank.  They  were  nu^or- 
genera]8--->Tack8on  of  the  militia — ^Hnckney  of 
the  regnlar  army.  Did  General  Jacluonaqnab- 
ble  about  military  etiquette!  No,  nr.  Thoogh 
the  laurels  of  victory  luxuriated  on  his  tnow, 
and  he  was  the  chief  of  many  battles,  withoot 
a  word  he  recognized  the  order  of  General 
I^okney,  and  obeyed  his  oommand.  He 
sheathed  that  sword,  so  (rften  drawn  in  his 
ooontry's  oauc^  and  never  drawn  in  vain.  He 
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nbimed  Ikome,  acjcompaiiied  by  his  brave  fol- 
lowei^and  met  the  thanks  of  a  grateful  oomi- 
try.  Was  he  degraded*  He  sabmittod  to  the 
hwa  of  his  oonntry — he  had  no  scruples  of  mil- 
Huj  etiquette.  Bnt,  it  ia  sud,  la  the  case  of 
HtMBohnaettL  that  then  waa  no  law  for  this 
ieqiiiritlini—42iat  Uto  <ader  was  a  rtfuetU  and 
BotalMB.  £ar,Iaakai^  VasnottfaeOBola- 
rstioBof  waralaw?  was  the  State  of  Masaa- 
ehnsettB  an  exception  to  the  operation  of  that 
law?  Wasitapartiallaw?  was  it  intend- 
ed to  be  general  in  its  operatlont 

Bnt  we  are  told,  that  all  the  regular  troops  In 
Ifaasachnsetts  were  msjtdied  to  the  nortnem 
frontier.   If  so^  were  they  not  marched  where 
tiiey  were  moat  needed?    The  nulitla  were 
tofficient  t<a  the  purposes  of  State  defence. 
That  State  was  filled  with  a  dense  pmmlation, 
and  tiie  invasion  of  an  enemy  ooold,  at  any 
tinw,  be  t«8isted  without  diffioultj,  where  inoU- 
BiticHi  waa  not  wanting.   Bnt,  while  so  mndi 
eompl^t  is  made,  tJiat  the  rMmlar  troops  were 
marchel  awv,  it  is  not  amiss  to  ask,  what 
steps  were  taken  to  increase  the  regnlar  troops, 
by  the  reeraiting  service  t   Sir,  wluut  was  tne 
laogo^  held  in  relation  to  that  service,  in  Mas- 
BBohoaetts,  at  that  time?  Did  the  reeraiting  offi- 
cers of  the  army  meet  with  no  obetmctions? 
Vsa not  the  regolar  service  entirely  disoom«ged? 
Did  not  the  civil  anthority  expressly  interfere  to 
prevent  its  success  ?   And  did  not  aiu^her  an- 
thority lend  its  aid  to  the  discouragement  ? 

The  gentleman  says,  that  t^e  Governor  did 
iWtt  to  refbse  obedience  to  the  Freaident*B  oir- 
eular;  tliat  the  General  Government  had  no 
authority  to  issue  such  an  order ;  that  the  law 
of  1795  gave  authority  to  the  President  cmly  to 
eaE  npui  the  militia  officers  of  the  several 
States ;  that  the  law  does  not  name  the  Gov- 
ernor, but  only  the  miHtia  officers.  This  is 
tmsL  Bat  I  will  show  you  that  the  law  of  *96 
wai  ftahy  in  this  respect.  It  ought  to  have 
named  the  Governor.  The  expression  of  the 
law  should  have  been  more  fall.  Bat,  still  I 
■sk  yoo,  how  you  will  separate  the  Governor 
irora  the  militia  officers  ctf  a  State,  when  he  is 
birni^  es  officio^  the  commander-in-chief  of 
aendlitiaof  that  State?  Is  it  not  true,  that 
dvil  and  military  ftanotiona  are  both  mdted 
ta  him  ?  Then,  I  am  unable  to  pero^Te  the 
&tiiicticHi  between  a  militia  officer  and  the 
Mnunander^-dilef  of  the  miHtia.  And,  I  a^, 
it  would  be  irregular,  in  the  Gmeral  Gwvem- 
BMBt,  to  issae  an  order  to  any  sabordinate  offi- 
cer, vithoot  that  order  first  passing  through 
the  ocnunander-in-chief.  All  regtuar  details 
of  troops  from  a  State,  most  be  made  through 
Am  Governor  of  ^at  State,  by  the  officers  of 
tt»  General  Government,  muess  in  extreme 
nets.  If  this  rule  be  disr^arded,  there  will 
MDo  medium  at  which  to  stop,  between  a 
wronor  of  a  State  and  a  corporal  of  a  sqnad. 
Hm  Govenw  has  the  roster  of  his  general  offi- 
ng aad  can,  with  twnlaritj,  and  ftaility, 
mdithe  knreat  d^ail  d  his  CMnmand. 
But,  it  haa  been  emphatically  asked,  where 
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is  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  thrust  himself 
between  the  physioal  power  of  the  State  and 
that  of  the  General  Government  ?  Sir,  I  ask 
the  same  qnestion.  I  want  to  find  this  power 
as  mnc^  aa  the  gentleman  does.  I  believe  there 
ia  but  one  preoedent  for  it,  and  that  is  in  the 
easeoftiwGoTeroorttfHassachnsette.  Didnot 
the  Qowmat  ct  Ifaasachosette  do  every  Uiing 
to  the  power  of  the  General  Government! 
Did  not  Governor  Strong  interpose  himself  be> 
tween  the  General  Government  and  the  people 
of  his  own  State?  leayhedid.  And,  whether 
this  was  phydoal  or  moral  rMistance,  it  had 
the  effect  to  paralyze  the  arm  of  the  General 
Govermliient  to  a  certain  extent.  Did  he  not 
call  upon  his  judges  to  sustain  him  in  his  pori- ' 
lion  <H  neutrality  which  he  had  taken  ?  Sir,  I 
do  not  implicate,  in  his  conduct,  the  whole  of 
that  respectable  State.  I  am  well  aware  that 
there  were  some  men  who  did  much,  and  would 
dadly  have  done  more.  It  la  not  my  wish  to 
d^ade  the  people  of  that  State.  The  ruling 
poUtioians  of  that  di^  are  re^nsible  to  the 
American  people.  My  information  respecti&g 
this  case,  I  have  obtained  from  documentary 
evidence.  From  the  documents,  I  find,  that  the 
Gk>vemor  issued  his  orders  to  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  to  take  no  part  in  this  "  nnhallowed 
war."  The  L^Uatnre  re^nded  to  that  senti- 
ment, and  direcled  the  militia  to  remain  at 
home.   Sir,  this  was  done  in  1814. 

If  the  Governor,  in  all  this,  had  acted  un- 
knowingly, I  coald  find  an  excuse  for  him.  If 
his  errors  had  been  those  of  omismon  only,  the 

Silt  would  have  been  leas;  and,  if  it  were 
at  the  GovwuOT  alone  had  erred,  I  shonld 
then  say  that  tiie  State  of  Maasaehusetts  ou^t 
not  to  be  pn^udiced.  Bnt  if,  on  the  contrary, 
it  be  a  fact,  tnat  what  he  did  was  done  with 
bis  eyes  open,  that  his  errors  were  those,  not 
of  omission  omy,  but  of  commission  also ;  and. 
in  his  stadied  cotirse  of  resistance  to  the  United 
States,  be  waa  sustuned  by  a  minority  of  the 
voice  of  the  people  of  Ibssachnsetts  in  that  re- 
sistance— while  a  war  was  ra^g,  and  a  savage 
enemy  laying  waste  our  oonntry,  homing  and 
destroying  our  towns  and  villages,  a  Governor 
tiins  acting,  found  a  regnlar  accession  of  strength 
and  support  from  the  people  over  whom  he 
preyed ; — then,  I  say,  that  people  is  respoad- 
ble.  The  people  of  that  State  came  again  to 
the  pclla ;  th^  had  (^portonity  then  to  place 
a  veto  on  bis  conduct.  Did  they  do  bo?  Ia 
there  any  thing  like  a  shadow  of  diupprobar 
tion?  No,  rir.  They  approved  his  course, 
they  Bustomed  his  principles.  He  was  re- 
elected by  increased  mfjoritiea.  They  hailed 
his  re-election  with  acolamationa.  Their  Legis- 
\aXan  rendered  solemn  thanlra  to  Heaven  for 
his  re-election.  And,  now,  nr,  what  is  asked 
of  this  Congress  ?  To  pay  for  services  rendered 
by  troops  whose  servioeB  had  not  met  the  spirit 
of  the  oonsdtation. 

We  find  that  aBsozanees  had  been  ^ven  to 
tiie  Governor  of  that  State,  that,  if  the  reciut- 
BtiMU  oi  the  General  Qoveniment  were  not 
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complied  with,  that  "  the  measares  which  may 
be  adopted  b;  a  State  Goverameot,  for  the  de- 
fence of  a  State,  most  be  considered  its  own 
measures,  and  not  those  the  United  States. 
The  expmses  attending  thcsn  are  diargeable  to 
the  State,  and  not  to  the  Uidted  States.  Your 
Excellency  will  perceive  that  a  different  oon- 
stmction  would  lead  into  the  most  important, 
and,  as  it  is  believed,  into  the  most  pernicious 
consequences."  Yet  we  find  his  Excellency 
prepared  to  risk  the  consequences;  and  it  is 
bat  fit  that  the  State  should  now  be  answerable 
for  them.  Look  at  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
this  same  Governor.  On  the  ground  of  this 
federal  assurance,  troops  were  placed,  by  com- 
promise, under  the  offloera  of  the  Greneral  Got- 
eroment.  They  refused  obedience  to  their  offi- 
cers, and  the  compromise  was  dissolved.  There 
were  then  bnt  few  regular  trocnw  in  that  State. 
The  ritoation  of  Ute  norUiem  frontier  required 
tiieir  presence,  and  that  become  their  destina- 
tion. In  Maasachnsetts  we  find  there  was 
a  great  reverence  entertained  for  the  constita- 
tion  of  the  coautry.  The  State  authorities 
would  not  permit  ^eir  troops  to  step  beyond 
the  lines  of  the  State.  Yet  we  are  culed  upon 
to  pay  these  troops  for  services  rendered  to  the 
TJntted  States  in  the  last  war.  And  pray,  sir, 
how  long  did  they  serve  ?  Ii^rmation  on  this 
point  is  very  vague  and  indennite.  Some  for 
**nearljf  three  monthi^^ — some  for  two  weeks, 
and  others  for  two  days.  But,  sir,  we  are  as- 
aored,  and  with  mnch  gravity,  too,  that  Govern- 
or Strong,  in  all  thto  matter,  had  no  *'  desire 
to  embarrass  the  (General  Qovemment**  On 
this  point  I  may  safely  leave  all  to  judge  for 
themselves.  But,  sir,  what  says  Massachusetts 
herself  on  this  point!  Hear  the  address  of 
Governor  Eustis  to  the  Legislature,  in  the  May 
cession  of  1823.  In  addressing  the  Legislature, 
touching  this  claim,  he  says :  "  The  long-con- 
tinued opposition  to  the  Federal  Government, 
more  especially  the  measures  pursued  in  this 
State,  during  the  eventfiil  and  critical  period 
of  the  late  ww — the  withholding  from  the  Gov- 
ernment the  consUtoUonal  means  of  defence — 
the  paralysing  iDfln«noe  exercised  over  the 
agents  of  that  Government,  which  occasioned 
£nble  sacrifice  of  life  and  bwaanre,  while  the 
dtizensof  other  States  were  neroiring  tiieir 
utmost  energies  against  a  common  enemy;  and, 
when  a  gallant  army  and  navy  were  covering 
themselves  with  glory,  and  retrieving,  and  es- 
tablishing, oQ  an  imperishable  basis,  the  na- 
tional character,  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  land, 
must  ever  be  regretted."  And  again,  sir,  when 
referring  to  the  same  subject  in  the  continuation 
of  the  same  address — "  The  rising  generation 
who  conld  have  had  no  agency  in  tus  didoyal 
course,  appear  to  have  takra  an  honoraUe  uid 
earnest  interert  In  its  disavowal"  To  these 
sentiments  we  find  both  branches  of  the  State 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  responding. 

Mr.  Ohurman,  if  Massachusetts  had,  with  a 
proper  feeling  of  what,  was  due  to  herself  and 
the  country,  acted  aa  the  exigendea  <tf  the 
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times  demanded  from  her,  as  a  lea^g  State  in 
this  Confederacy,  I  would  freely  vote  for  re- 
muneration. Mj  language  would  be,  pay  tfaia 
debt,  if  It  swept  the  last  dollar  from  onr  Treaa* 
ury.  If  the  omm  is  just,  It  ought,  of  right,  to 
be,  and  moat  be  pud.  Bnt  the  awvices  for 
which  we  are  aAed  to  p^,  were  not  rendered 
in  accordance  with  the  om^totion,  and  those 
which  were  rendered  were  ineffldent^  and  com- 
paratively of  no  value. 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  is  the  motive  for  so 
great  a  change  in  sentiment  as  tliat  expressed 
in  the  message  of  Governor  Enstis?  I  will  not 
say  it  is  the  love  of  gain  and  lucre.  I  had 
rather  believe  it  is  an  honest  revolution  in  pub- 
lic feeling,  and  that,  should  another  crins  ar- 
rive, the  people  of  Massaohnsetts  would  J<hb 
the  conntry  and  support  tike  Goremment  in 
asserting  uid  d^bnding  the  ri^ita  <tf  both. 
Bnt  this  is  no  aignment  that  Con^resi  must 
pay  them  for  their  good  detenmnations  in  ad- 
vance. The  people  of  Massachosetts,  like  tiia 
people  of  any  other  State,  can  claim  from  this 
Government  only  what  they  have  deserved. 

But  we  are  told  that  many  of  these  militia 
were  ardent  patriots  and  good  democrats.  Sir, 
I  stand  here  to  do  justice,  and  not  to  distribute 
alms.  My  resistance  to  this  claim  is  a  matter 
of  principle,  and,  unless  I  can  be  convinced 
that  the  d^m  itself  is  just,  I  never  con  allow 
it  to  the  claimants,  whosoever  the;r  may  be. 

What  was  onr  dtnatlcHi,  Mr.  Ohurman,  when 
Ibssaohnaetts  thought  fit  to  resist  the  anthor- 
ity  of  the  General  GN)Tenunentt  Onr  norUi 
em  frontier  was  Ueeding  at  every  pcu-e ;  onr 
armies  were  reduced  to  skeletons;  oorAUan 
tic  coast  was  bound  in  blockade  by  tba  ennny's 
ships ;  fieets  hovered  in  sight  of  our  sesfKHia; 
onr  southern  frontier  was  drenched  in  blood ; 
a  savage  enemy  had  invaded  our  northwestern 
borders ;  the  conflagration  of  our  frontier  ham- 
lets proclumed  the  approach  of  an  Indian  ene- 
my ;  the  murderous  tomahawk  was  raised  on 
high;  the  savage  arm  was  upheld  by  British 
influence ;  tiie  soalping-kuife  received  a  keener 
edge  firom  the  gilded  hope  of  British  gold; 
ana  iodiscttaiiBate  slanf^ter  ai  every  age  and 
sex  dosed  the  scene  oi  onr  soffisring  frontiers: 
our  finances  were  exhausted,  our  credit  de- 
stroyed, and  hope  a  stranger  in  the  land ;  do- 
spur  was  marked  in  every  face,  and  each 
patriot  countenance,  as  it  anxiously  gased  on 
the  passer-by,  excldmed,  "  What  shall  we  do 
to  be  saved  f "  Convulsions  shook  the  very 
foundation  of  onr  Government  Sir,  at  that 
time,  did  not  Massachusetts  appoint  commis- 
sioners or  agents  to  wut  upon  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  inform  him  that  it  was 
time  he  should  surrender  his  |>ower  into  other 
hands  1  It  is  not  my  demgn,  Mr.  Gfaairman,  to 
cast  reflections  on  the  duuwster  of  these  mis- 
guided people,  whose  nd  and  courage,  mis- 
directea  by  their  GovMnor,  were  turned  against 
their  own  Government,  instead  of  the  invaden 
of  their  country.  Sir,  I  know  the  primitive 
ofatracter  of  MassachaaettB.    I  hvre  not 
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ntteo  Lexingtoo.  AU  moBt  remember  Bnn- 
itt't  HiU.  ^Niton,  too,  was  one  of  the  cradles 
tit  our  Revolution.  I  am  not  anmindfal  of  the 
deeds  of  their  fttben — immortal  deeds,  which 
M  a  halo  anrand  their  national  character  I 

I  will  now  refer  joa  to  the  neeeh  of  Oot- 
mar  Strnig,  deliw«d  to  the  Legislature  of 
Htasidinaetts,  on  the  28tii  of  May,  1618.  In 
adrerting  to  tiie  state  of  our  coantrr,  he  says, 
ia  a  part  of  his  speech,  speaking  of  his  re-eleo- 
tiui  to  office,  "  their  (the  people's)  approbaHon 
of  my  oMtdnct  the  last  year,  is  peculiarly  grate- 
fiil,  as  it  leads  me  to  hope  that  my  services  in 
tiie  year  to  come  will  be  considered  with  the 
ume  indalgence.^'  Throaghont  the  whole  of 
that  address  we  find  but  one  sentiment  ex- 
prened,  and  that  sentiinent  in  opposition  to  &e 
war.  The  L^;islatar&  in  their  response  to  the 
Govusor's  ifveeh,  indolsed  in  enimadvern^HU 
of  the  most  aborive  imuaoter,  towards  the 
Geoerd  Govanunoit.  Was  this  what  on^t  to 
have  been  expected  from  tiie  people  of  that 
State!  Was  this  resistance  to  uie  enemy  wor- 
thy ctf  the  remuneration  of  Congress  V  Ko, 
sir;  the  common  feeling  which  bind  men  to 
their  coontrymenf  to  their  freedom,  and  to  their 
independence,  seem,  in  this  instance,  to  hare 
been  qnenehol  by  the  remorseless  inflnence  of 
par^  heat  The  enemy,  with  their  fleet,  hod 
entered  the  Chesapeake  before  this  period — ^the 
people  of  Massachusetts  expressed  no  concern 
hr  xhMi  event.  IVenchtown  had  been  laid  in 
ashes — were  the  people  of  Massachnsetts  awak- 
ened to  ^fmpathy  ?  Havre  de  Grace  bad  pre- 
■cnted  soenee  of  the  most  appalling  character — 
vere  the  people  of  Uauaehusetts  ronsedt 
Sordy  some  hints  of  invasion  had  been  given ; 
moccasoQ  tracks  were  in  the  path ;  the  rifle  and 
tcnnthawk  of  the  Indian  gleamed  among  the 
trees;  ibe  knife  was  st^nM  with  the  bl(x>d  of 
their  own  relatives:  yet  Massachnsetts  alone 
was  that  q)eck  of  earth,  in  the  United  States, 
where  no  Ind^ant  feeling  glowed — no  tear  of 
«7mp«tLy  was  flhed-^  blnsh  for  the  wounded 
honor  of  oar  coontry  mantled  cm  their  states- 
men's dieek. 

Kow,  nr,  I  ai^  can  this  committee,  with  all 
tbeie  liietB  staring  them  in  the  face,  a»y,  that 
Msasehaaetts  is  entitled  to  the  allowanee  of 
thuddm?  To  whom  is  it  to  be  paidt  Not 
even  to  the  men  who  served  "almost  three 
BMinths.'*  Ho,  sir.  Those  men  have  been  paid 
long  since.  It  is  the  Stata  of  Massaohnsetta 
thtt  nrges  tlus  claim,  in  its  corporate  capacity. 
The  GoTwnor  and  the  Legislatore  were  respon- 
nhle  to  these  troops.  The  individnala  cannot 
nffo*.  The  qoestion  now,  therefore,  is  be- 
tween the  State  anthoritdes  and  the  United 
States.  If  we  give  them  any  thing,  it  mnst  be 
wlr  for  their  fibers*  sakea,  and  the  immortal- 
'^J  tf  their  fathers  speaks  better  things  tiian 
«eUoodof  AbeL  Agdnst  whom  was  all  the 
niirtsaoe  of  Massachnsetts  displayed?  (and 
fliej  resisted  manftaOy)  was  It  against  a  foreign 
tteajrl  or  was  It  a^ut  the  Government  of 
fttudtedfitateat  moae  blood  was  it  that 


they  were  most  ready  to  shed  ?  For  the  lan- 
guage held  by  Massachnsetts  at  that  day,  in  re- 
monstrances of  the  people  to  the  Legislature, 
(and  by  it  deemed  appealing  and  pathetic,) 
was,  that  they  woold  *'  resist  even  unto  blood." 
This  language  was  not  applied  to  the  invaders 
til  this  country.  I  b^  leave  to  assure  the 
fHends  of  this  bill,  that  my  otgections  to  this 
claim  are  founded  in  principle. 

I  know  that  the  rinng  generation  in  Mass^ 
chnsetts  have  become  snpporters  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, by  the  declarations  of  the  Governor 
and  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  But  are 
we  to  pay  the  cl^m  because  they  will  be  duti- 
ful hereafter?  Will  it  be  said  that  the  General 
Government  oaght  to  have  taken  steps  to  put 
an  end  to  such  a  state  of  things  ?  If  steps,  at 
the  necessary  crisis,  had  been  taken — if  officers 
had  been  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts—the state  of  feeling  there  was  so  violent, 
in  reeistanoe  to  the  Gmeral  Govenmient,  that 
yonr  officers  would  have  been  emdfied.  Did 
not  the  anthorities  of  that  State  tell  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  that  he  was  no  offi- 
cer of  the  Government?  that  he  was  unfit  for 
his  station,  and  that  he  must  surrender  up  hia 
power  ?  Under  these  eiromnstances,  would  it 
have  been  proper  for  the  General  Government 
to  have  invaded  Massachusetts,  by  the  march 
of  an  army,  if  we  bad  had  troops  to  spare  on 
such  an  enterprise!  Were  not  that  people  pre- 
pared to  "  resist  unto  blood  I " 

On  the  9th  of  October,  twdve  delegates 
were  appdnted  ly  the  Legiuatnre  to  attend  the 
Oonvenaon  which  was  to  meet  at  Hartford. 
The  convention  met,  deHborated,  and  reported 
their  pro<!&edingB  at  Hartford,  whieh  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Le^slature  of  jfassachnsetts,  on 
the  26th  of  Jannary,  1816,  by  resolution  of 
that  body.  The  Governor  was  antfaorized  to 
(mpoint  commissioners  to  repair  to  the  cit^  of 
Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  mto 
effect  the  objects  of  this  convention. 

Their  diabolical  plans  were  not  executed. 
Higher  destinies  awaited  this  country.  Peace 
was  restored ;  the  Union  was  preserved.  Dur- 
ing this  peric^  the  6th  of  Jannary,  so  memora- 
ble in  our  history,  had  been  inscribed  in  the 
calendar  of  our  national  d^s-^at  iaj  which 
had  80  bf^pily  illustrated  our  national  eharao* 
ter.  *Tis  the  brightest  and  proudest  da^  which 
this  countrv  has  witnessed  within  nearly  half  a 
century,  cot,  sir,  I  will  not— nay,  I  cannot — 
utter  the  feelings  which  I  cherish  in  the  recol- 
lection of  that  day.  It  beggared  the  annals  of 
the  world,  in  the  brilliancy  of  its  achievements. 
It  will  be  remembered  by  every  American  as 
glorious  to  this  country,  and  incalculable  in  its 
results.  Can  ^is  committee,  with  all  these 
circnmstances  placed  before  them,  si^  that  this 
daim  shall  be  paid? 

But,  we  are  UHA,  that  the  good  people  ought 
not  to  be  mulcted  for  the  oimdnet  of  tiieir 
oers.  Their  offioera  were  of  thtUr  own  creap 
tion.   They  were  re-elected  by  a  miOority  of 
the  State^  vith  a  knowledge  that  fheir  pMittoB 
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were  at  war  with  the  nation'B  safety.  The  in- 
^Tiduals  have  been  The  State,  in  ita 

oharacter,  resiated  the  power  of  the  General 
Gomnuaent  Now,  it  is  the  bnainess  of  that 
Oovemment  to  withhdd  from  Massaohnaetts  a 
snm  to  which  she  has  no  nght,  no  claim,  in  law 
or  equity.  Id  fntnre  we  shall  have  no  more 
t^k  about  conscriptions.  Let  the  Governor, 
the  Legislature,  and  some  of  those  eloquent 
leaders  whose  inflaence  was  so  great  at  that 
day,  compromise  this^matter  with  their  own 
people.  The^  will  not  agfun,  at  a  period  so 
momentous,  impede  the  General  Government 
in  its  march  agunst  foreign  aggression.  Let 
Uassaohnsetta  leam'to  feel  and  co-operate  with 
her  States.  Let  her,  hereuta'.  make 

oommon  oaoae  in  defteioe  of  our  repnUioan  in- 
atitntlona,  and  no  dlffionltiea  can  arise  in  the 
payment  of  her  troops.  The  war  in  which  she 
remsed  to  co-operate,  was  a  war  for  maritime 
zis^ts,  and  the  interests  of  commerce.  We  are 
told  that  Uassachusetts  has  six  hundred  miles 
of  seaboard.  She  has  her  ships  and  her  sail- 
ors, whilst  other  States  of  the  IJnion  have  nei- 
ther. The  war  grew  ont  of  the  interests  of 
the  States  bordering  on  the  Atiantio.  In  the 
monntaina  we  were  safe,  secure  in  our  fast- 
nesses :  the  enemy  could  not  approach  ns.  Did 
we  wait  until  the  enemy  invadra  our  firesides  I 
Nol  But  when  the  New  Enriand  States  suf- 
fered by  outrages,  o(nnmitted  on  her  dtiaena 
and  her  oommeroe,  nationid  pride  swdled  ia 
onr  bo8<mi8.  We  had  not  onr  brothers  aud 
Bona  impressed  by  the  enemy.  Themountidnsof 
the  West  intrendied  us.  We,  too,  conld  have 
objected,  on  the  ground  of  couBtituUonal  scru- 
ples, to  a  parUcipatioQ  in  that  war.  K-waa  not 
done.  The  limits  of  the  continent  were  not 
too  broad  for  our  mUitia.  They  would  have 
marched  to  the  Bocky  Hountains — nay,  even 
to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  if  the  national 
safety  had  required  them  to  do  so.  When  onr 
armies  were  without  anppUee,  in  the  land  of  an 
enemy,  not  one  murmur  esouied  them  ag^nst 
the  General  GoTemment.  On  thla  floOT,  onr 
Bepresentatives,  tme  to  tiie  natioa^  interest, 
throughout  the  stmnle,  dedared  the  will  of 
their  constituents.  But  one  feeing  was  oher- 
Isbed  by  them,  and  that  was  an  anxious  solici- 
tude for  the  preservation  of  our  liber^,  cost 
what  it  would.  When  peace  was  restored,  we 
claimed  nothing  of  the  General  Government 
but  what  we  were  fairly  entitled  to^  by  the 
oonditioDS  of  service. 

If  Massachusetts  had  pursned  a  mmilar  course, 
not  a  voice  would  have  been  heard,  to-day,  in 
oppotition  to  this  clum.  She  chose  a  different 
oonrse,  and  it  la  but  Justice  that  die  ihoald  re- 
aU»  ita  oonaeqaenoea. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dwioht,  the  oommittee 
rose^  and  the  Hoase  a^Jonnwd. 


UoHBAT,  March  37. 
United  StaUt  and  SouQi  Ameriea. 
The  reifdaticsi  u^Bmi  hy  Mr.  Wioxunn^  on 
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Saturday  last,  relative  to  the  pledge  said  to 
have  been  given  by  our  Minister  to  Mexico, 
came  np  as  uie  onfiniahed  budneaa. 

Ht.  Vkbplahok  observed,  that,  in  this  reeo- 
lation,  the  character  of  onr  Minister  seemed  to 
him  to  be  confounded  with  another,  and  a 
much  more  important  8nlf}ect:  to  avoid  thi^ 
he  had  prepued  another  resolution,  wliich  he 
wished  now  to  ofi'er  as  an  amendmeDt^  to  come 
iu  after  the  word  Besolved." 

"Ihftt  the  Committee  on  Forego  Relations  be 
instmoted  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House, 
whether  the  United  States  has,  in  any  manner,  by 
an;  authority  recognized  by  the  conatitution,  made 
any  pledge  to  the  GoTerameots  of  Mexico  and 
Soath  America,  that  the  United  States  would  not 
permit  the  interference  of  any  foreign  power  with 
the  independence  or  form  of  Government  of  tfaosa 
nations  f  in  what  manuer  f  and  to  wtiat  extent  f  ** 

Mr.  WioKUFFa  expressed  his  approbation  of 
the  amendment,  which  he  accepted  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  resolution.  He  disclumed,  how- 
ever,  all  intention  of  making  any  attack  uptm 
our  Minister  to  Mexico :  he  felt  not  the  slight- 
est hostility  to  that  gentleman,  for  whom,  on 
the  contrary,  he  entertained  great  respect ;  his 
only  wish  had  been  to  obtain  an  expression  of 
the  sense  of  this  House,  as  to  an  important 
deelarat^n  of  aae  who  was  tiie  ackuiwledged 
and  respondUe  orpan  of  this  GorenimMii. 

ite.  Maluet  said,  that  he  was  ^ad  the  reao- 
lotion  had  been  offered — his  only  objection  was 
to  the  form  in  which  the  sulgect  was  referred. 
When  information  was  wished  for,  toncbing 
onr  foreign  relations,  it  had  been  usual  for  thia 
House  to  direct  its  call  to  the  Executive,  and 
not  to  one  of  its  own  committees.  A  higbly 
respectable  individaal  had  gone  abroad  as  onr 
diplomatic  agent  to  a  neighboring  Repnblic — 
he  had,  in  Ms  interconrse  with  that  Govern- 
ment, made  a  declaration  which  appeared  to 
have  excited  great  interest.  This  was  to  have 
been  expected — it  was  ri^t  it  stionld — it  waa 
natural  that  the  nation  uionld  wish  to  know 
how  &r  they  are  understood  by  othw  GoTwn- 
ments,  as  pledged  to  a  particulu  line  of  policy. 
The  present  was  a  very  proper  inquiry,  as 
going  to  correct  false  impressions,  if  any  had 
been  received,  and  presenting  an  occasion  on 
which  the  House  might,  if  it  thought  fit,  make 
a  stand  as  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  tiiia 
Government.  It  was  highjy  expedient  that  the 
facts  of  this  case  should  be  fiiUy  known. 

The  reference  of  our  Minister  seemed  to  him 
to  be  to  no  other  pledge  than  that  which  may  be 
understood  as  ^ven  m  Mr.  Monroe's  menage. 
Tet,  when  that  message  was  closely  examined, 
it  would  be  fbund  to  cont^  no  ezpreaa  idedga 
as  to  what  this  Govemraent  would  ^  in  the 
case  si^ypoaed. 

fHere  Mr  M.  quoted  the  part  of  the  message 
referred  to.] 

Here^  sir,  is  nothing  so  vary  ftl*nning,  unleai 
it  be  condderad  as  preparing  the  -waj  for  a 
fliture  wu^t  gives  no  pledge  to  that  e&eb— 
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jet  its  langioage  is  saeh  that  an  infcnwce  maj, 
bj  poiribility,  be  drawn  from  it,  that  this  Gov- 
enuBant  is  oommitted  to  the  Bonth  American 
Btatea  to  an  extent  ftrther  tiian  it  is  oommitted 
to  the  rest  of  the  world.  But  the  langnage 
lidd  onr  lOniater  is  not  of  this  Tagne 
iodefimte  deseription-^t  b  ex]dioIt-^t  is  deel- 
OTC— and,  if  the  GoTernment  have  taken  the 
gnrand  he  states,  I  think  it  deserves  the  most 
teriooa  owaideration,  and  that  speedily. 

I  own,  sir,  tiiat  I  can  oonoeiTe  a  state  of 
tbiDgs  to  oocnr  in  relation  to  these  Bepnbtics 
Thi^  miigbt  indnoe  ns  to  chan^  the  polioj  we 
hsTfl  thns  far  pnrsaed — bnt  it  is  a  state  of 
things  most  nnBkely  to  happen.  If  the 
European  Governments  shoold  combine  and 
commence  &  crosade  against  Republican  Gov- 
enmmitB  aa  such,  and  shonld  commence  their 
opmtioiis  bj  an  invanon  of  the  Bontii  Ameri- 
can States  in  our  iminedlate  vicinity,  a  serions 
qustion  nd^t '  present  Itself  how  fiur  we 
OBght,  in  aeli-deftmoe,  to  take  uie  gronod  Inti- 
mttad  by  Prerident  Monroe,  and  m^tain  it 
bj  finee  of  anna.  Bat  no  saeh  state  of  things 
exists^  or  seems  likely  to  exist;  the  inquiry, 
however,  is  proper,  and  ooght  to  be  made. 

ICr.  PowxLL  moved  to  amend  the  re8<^ntion, 
as  now  modified,  by  striking  oat  all  after  the 
weed  **BesolTed,"  and  inswang  the  flawing : 

"  Tb»t  the  Prerident  of  the  United  BUtes  bere- 
qoested  to  inform  this  House  whether  tlie  United 
Sutes  baTe,  in  any  manner,  made  any  pledge  to 
the  GoTemmenta  of  Mexico  and  SonUi  Americi, 
that  the  United  States  would  not  permit  the  inter- 
ference of  any  foreign  poww  witii  the  independ- 
ence OTifbna  of  Govenmient  of  those  natioas;  and, 
if  so,faiiriiatnianDerr  and  to  what  extent  f 

Ur.  P.  sidd,  that,  as  he  nnderstood  the  gen- 
tkoian  from  Kentacky,  Qb.  WioKuvn,)  the 
object  of  that  gentleman  and  bis  own  were,  in 
snbstaDce,  the  same — their  proposititms  diff^ed 
mily  in  the  mode  by  which  tluit  object  was  to 
be  attsined.  His  resolntion,  Hr.  P.  said,  pro- 
posed to  direct  Uie  inqairy  to  be  made  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  mine  directs  the 
inqairy  imme^ately  to  the  Eziscative.  I  think 
tibe  latter  course  la  the  most  proper  and  becom- 
ing That  prnmsed  yxj  the  gentleman  is  nnn- 
suL  The  Faniamentary  praotace,  whoa  even 
a  committee  this  Hoose  wants  any  infivma- 
tion  toadiing  onr  for^ga  relations,  is  to  aak  It 
throodi  the  Hoose,  and  of  the  Frmdent ;  and 
thoQ^  I  should  be  far  from  saoifldng  princi- 
ple to  wHuiderations  of  oonrtesy,  ye^  when  the 
pnndple  is  the  same^  I  prefer  that  course  which 
n  most  coorteons  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  qS 
the  Goveniment — and  I  think  it  is  in  the  pres- 
ent case  more  ooorteoos  for  this  House  to 
the  information  in  question  from  the  Prerident 
of  the  United  States,  than  from  one  of  its  own 
wnnrittsesL  It  la  eertHn^  Tuy  important 
that  this  House  shoold  have  the  knowledge 
whether  tUs  ooontry  does  or  does  not  stand 
ptedfed  in  the  maauCT  stated.  I  shonld  like  to 
oUsm  the  opinion  of  the  President  himself  on 


this  point :  I  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
Executive  believes  that  this  Government  is  un- 
der any  such  pledge.  If  such  is  the  opinlonf 
and  mor&  if  aadi  is  the  wish,  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, lam  very  far  from  believing  it  ia 
sanctioned  by  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
and  it  is  highly  proper,  that,  on  so  serious  a 
matter,  the  people  should  be  informed  directly 
by  the  President  himself. 

Mr.  WioKLiFFX  observed,  that,  If  the  resolu- 
tion proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Yiif^a^ 
had  called  for  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given 
to  our  Minister,  he  should  have  hod  no  mjeo- 
tion  to  its  adoption ;  but  it  called  for  informa- 
tion only  as  to  what  authority  the  IkUnister  had 
to  say  that  the  Government  is  pledged.  For 
himself^  he  was  not  much  acquainted  with 
diidomaoy — and  he  was  not  certain  whether  a 
out  like  that  prc^Kwed  wonld  induce  the  "BniA- 
dent  to  send  the  iustmctiona.  What,  asked 
Mr.  "W^  are  we  to  have!  Are  we  only  to  grt 
an  answer,  saying  that  the  expressimi  of  uie 
Minister  appears  on^  to  refer  to  the  message 
of  President  Konroe?  His  own  object  was  to 
bring  out  an  expresnon  by  the  officers  of  this 
Government  of  their  understanding  whether 
such  a  pledge  was  or  onght  to  be  given.  He 
shoold  have  drawn  his  resolntion  so  as  to  in- 
clude a  copy  of  the  letter  of  instmctiona,  bnt 
he  knew  that  it  was  usual  for  the  President  to 
send  such  documents  as  are  called  for  by  the 
Hoose,  and  it  might  be  improper  to  send  the 
entire  letter,  as  part  of  it  nug&t  relate  to  pend- 
ing negotiations :  a  treaty  wiUi  Mexico  la  still 
in  fierx,  and  he  did  not  insh  a  disdoenre  of  any 
thing  that  might  be  iidnrious  to  the  public  in- 
terest He  hsd  acoomplished  the  end  for  wfaidi 
he  had  first  Introdnoea  his  resolntim.  He  had 
presented  to  the  Hoose  the  objectionable  part 
of  what  had  been  submitted  m  our  negotia- 
tions, and  in  this  matter  had  done  his  duty ; 
the  House  would  now  dispose  of  the  matter  aa 
they  might  deem  most  expedient ;  if  they  wish 
the  opinion  of  the  President  in  preference  to 
the  sight  of  documents  filed  with  him,  he  wss 
content,  and  should  make  no  objection  to  that 
conrseu 

"iSi.  Powxix  answered,  that,  in  offering  hia 
amendmoiti  he  had  not  for  a  moment  eontnn- 
plated  the  calling  for  copies  <tf  the  IGnister's 
instnictionB.  He  oould  not.  by  any  means, 
sanotion  a  call  of  that  kind :  and  if  it  were 
proposed  by  others,  he  should  vote  a^inst  it. 
AU  ne  wished  to  ask  was,  whether  &e  Minister 
had  antbority  for  the  langtiage  he  used ;  sod, 
if  he  had,  from  whence  it  was  derived  f  The 
response  must  l>e  a  plain  one.  If  be  had  au- 
thority, the  President  will  answer  affirmatively, 
and  will  also,  if  be  acts  towards  this  House  in 
good  faith,  disclose  what  is  that  authority,  and 
where  it  is  to  be  found.  If  instmctions  to  this 
effect  have  been  ^ven  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  be  wUl  aayso;  If  lb.  Poinsett  onlyie- 
ferred  to  the  nuasage  of  Prerident  Mraro^  he 
win  tell  OB  that;  and  if  the  dsdaiation  waa 
made  without  any  authority  at  all,  he  can  tell 
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US  that  In  tb«  latter  case,  th«  GoTemment  is 
bonnd,  on  everr  consideration,  to  let  it  be  dis- 
tinctly known  that  there  exists  no  soefa  pledge. 
Sir,  I  feel  Terj  confident  that  this  is  the  case; 
and  I  hold^  not  only  that  there  is  no  snch 
pledge,  bnt  that  there  oogbt  not  to  be ;  and,  if 
there  has  sach  a  pled^  been  given,  I,  for  one, 
am  prepared  to  resist  it  to  the  utmost  extremi- 
ty, in  which  the  law  and  the  constitution  will 
Bnpport  me.  I  hold  snch  engagements  by  the 
Execntive  to  be  dangerous  and  unwarrantable. 

Mr.  HAMiLToy,  in  rising  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment, observed,  that,  if  the  House  made  any 
inqnirj,  he  thought  they  ought  to  make  one 
inunedlately  pertinnat  to  ^  snlfjeot  nnder  dis- 
cossion.  Alwongh  he  beUevod  there  vaa 
abandant  OTi^nce,  from  the  docnmmts  which 
had  accompanied  tiie  Pre^dent^s  message,  that 
onr  Minister  was  justified,  either  by  the  letter 
or  spirit  of  his  instmctions,  to  hold  the  lan- 
gnage  which  he  bad  done  on  the  occasion  of 
this  memorable  pledge,  yet,  if  we  do  inquire, 
let  us  go  to  the  pith  and  marrow  of  the  thing 
at  once,  and  ask  for  a  copy  of  Mr.  Clay's  an- 
swer to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter  of  the  28ui  Sep- 
temberj  where  our  Minister  relates  his  confer- 
ence with  the  Mexican  Plenipotentiaries.  He 
hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  Yii^nia  would 
accept  his  amendment  as  a  substitute  for  his 
entire  resolution,  and  if  that  gentleman  dedred 
to  add  any  thing  to  it,  he  was  w^Uog  it  shoald 
be  in  the  shape  of  an  oxplidt  call  tor  more 
fbots,  more  docnmenta^  and  not  for  opinions 
and  arguments. 

Mr.  H.  sud  he  confessed  that  he  was,  in  the 
first  place,  opposed  to  any  call  on  the  subject, 
because  he  thought  it  an  act  of  supererogation, 
as  the  very  point  of  inquiry  was  sufficiently 
elucidated  by  the  information  we  already  pos- 
sessed; but  he  confessed  he  entertuned  the 
most  unreaerved  and  decided  objections  to  the 
shape  in  which  the  ^tleman  from  Virginia 
had  thrown  hia  inquiry.  It  seemed  to  him 
mere^  to  fbmish  the  Prerident  with  a  fiiendly 
admonition,  that  some  new  fiaw  had  been  dia- 
covered  in  this  splendid  project  olF  his  Betve- 
tary  of  State,  and  we  should  then  have  another 
long  homily,  ad  captandum,  *'  to  wash  the 
Black-a-Moor  white."  Now,  sir,  let  ns  confine 
our  Chief  Magistrate  to  facts,  and  endeavor  to 
restrain  the  excursions  of  that  genius  which 
seems  happiest  in  declamation ;  which  supplies, 
with  abundant  facility,  the  argument  (in  spite 
of  the  fetters  of  the  correspondence  of  his  own 
Ministers)  Just  at  the  point  it  is  wanted,  either 
for  popular  effect,  or  general  prosolytism.  He 
confessed  that  he  felt  some  wnrehension,  he 
oonld  not  say  alarm,  that,  if  we  gentieman'a 
resolution  prevaUed,  he  ahonld  have  a  most  in- 

fenioos  disclaimer  from  the  Frerident,  in  a 
ighly  bcantiM  and  eloqoent  dissertation,  got 
np  for  the  taste  of  the  lovers  of  fine  writing 
and  sentiment,  without  one  jot  of  a  plain  mat* 
ter-of-foct  substance  in  the  whole  paper.  And 
he,  for  one,  was  at  least  desirous  that  he  shoald 
give  us  a  eertain  letter,  if  tlwre  waa  a  certain 
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letter ;  or  to  asrigo  on  adequate  reaam  £»  ita 
Don-existenoe,  or  non-production. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  to  amend  tibe  amendni«iit 
of  Jii.  Powm,  by  strildng  oat  all  after  tlie 
wwd  rtgu^ed,  and  inserting  the  fidlowing : 

"  To  transmit  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  anaver 

of  the  SecreUr;  of  Stote  to  Mr.  Foiosett's  letter  to 
Hr.  CU7,  dated  Mexico,  28th  September,  1826." 

Mr.  Powsix  replied,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  believed  that  he  would 
co-operate  in  the  process  of  aMtewukinff  the 
acts  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  any  other  funcUooary  of  the  Government, 
he  was  greatly  mistaken.  He  did  not  oome 
here  blindW  to  pursue  a  coarse  prescribed  to 
him,  nor  dislumeBtly  to  conceal  the  defects  oi 
the  officers  of  Government  The  resolatioa  he 
had  offered,  was  dictated  by  no  such  motives — 
he  hod,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  Rep- 
resentative, endeavored  that  it  should  be  dis- 
tinctly known  to  the  nation,  whether  any 
pledge  had  been  ^ven  to  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, which  might  involve  this  country  in  the 
quarrels  of  other  nations.  He  considered  this 
due  to  the  Executive,  and  to  the  Minister  too. 
Sir,  I  did  say  that  I  believed  no  snch  pledge  to 
exist.  I  do  believe  so,  and  I  hope,  I  earnestly 
hope,  I  shall  be  sustidned  by  the  facts  when 
they  are  disclosed.  I  shall  oertdnly  r^ret  it 
exceedin^y,  if  I  am  not  I  shall  regret  it,  or, 
because  I  always  regret  to  see  the  officers  of 
my  Government  act  improperly;  and  I  shall 
be  unfeignedly  sorry,  if  it  Bbonld  tarn  out  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  ven- 
tured on  such  a  high-handed  measure  as  seems 
to  be  imputed  to  him. 

Sir,  I  cannot  accede  to  the  proposition  of  the 
gentieman  from  South  Carolina :  it  completely 
defeats  the  end  I  had  in  view.  What  I  want 
to  know  is,  whether  Mr.  Poinsett  made  this 
declaration  by  authority  or  not  This,  sir,  is  a 
fact,  not  an  argament— he  was  anthoriced,  or 
he  was  not ;  and  the  fact  most  be  stated.  Then 
it  may  be  followed  by  any  explanations  or  pal- 
liations,  whieb  the  Executive  may  judge  proper. 
And,  should  the  fact  turn  out  that  such  a 
pledge  has  been  authorized,  however  I  may  di?- 
approve  oi  the  course,  I  hope  this  House  will 
not  be  indiqiosed  to  listoi  to  any  e^lanationa 
the  President  may  offer. 

The  gentieman  from  South  Carolina  wants  a 
copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Sir,  that  reply  may  not  answer  our  inquiry  :  it 
may  not  even  advert  to  the  pledge  at  alL  I 
want  to  know  from  whence  the  Minister  de- 
rived his  authority.  If  any  gentieman  would 
prefer  to  have  the  contain  the  osoal  re- 
striction with  referenoe  to  disclosnres,  in  the 
Presidents  opimmi,  iigmdons  to  the  pablic  wel- 
fare,  I  have  no  oqectitm  to  its  bemg  added. 
But  the  point  I  aim  at,  is  the  authority  for  the 
pledge-Hind  I  cannot  consent  to  strike  ont  the 
proposed  part  of  my  resolution,  or  to  adopt 
that  of  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina, 
nnder  ai^  other  conditions  than  the  seooring 
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d  thte  inmiirr.  Tho  answer  of  Ifr.  OU7  mar, 
nry  poadblj,  oootain  matters  which,  it  would 
Iw  Twy  indueraet  to  publish  to  the  wwld.  Sir, 
I  cm  not  one  cent  whetiier  Mr.  Obqr  reinrw- 
bited  the  oondnot  of  the  Ifinlster  w  not:  hk 
oenaoreB  will  not  answer  mj  Inqniiy.  He  maj 
oeDsore  Hr.  FoinBott  ever  bo  Bevereljr,  and  yet 
the  pledge  may,  nevertheleBa,  have  bMn  ^ren, 
md  it  may  hare  been  warranted. 

ICr.  Button  regretted  that  so  protraoted  a 
diacnsaion  should  hare  taken  place  in  reference 
to  what  he  could  not  bnt  ocouider  as  an  appa- 
rait)  and  not  a  real  diffiaenoe.  He  ocmoeired 
4ie  difitewioe  waa  oocaaioned  If  a  mere  nusap- 
mboi^Mu  The  ol^eot  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virpnia  meets  the  idea  of  his  ecdkaKoa  from 
SoMh  Carolina,  and  the  propodtioD  m  Ua  oiA- 
leagne  is  not  at  rarianoe  wiui  that  of  the  goi- 
tleman  from  Virginia;  one  pTopoaitum  waa 
more  general — the  other  more  apedfto.  He 
had,  therefore,  risen  to  propose  to  his  ool- 
leagoe,  to  let  both  proponaona  stand.  The 
Kxecatire  will  then  be  called  on  first  to  answer 
the  qoery  of  the  gentleman  from  Yirgiida,  and 
then  to  transmit  ue  letter  of  Mr.  Olaj. 

Mr.  Hawltoit  mid  he  wished  to  make  a  sin- 
A  remark,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
n^inia.  I  do  not  aaid  Mr.  H^  by  nse- 
Uas  oppodtioB  to  mere  mattan,  ^paraitly,  of 
fcna,  to  protract  the  debate,  or  oonannw  the 
tfane  of  the  House.  But  I  feel  great  reluctance 
b  asBoitiiig  to  his  proposition,  that  I  ^oold 
modify  my  amendment,  and  reetrict  the  call, 
only,  to  Mrtam  parts  of  Mr.  Clay's  letter,  in 
answer  to  Mr.  Poinsett's,  of  the  26th  Sep- 
tember, 1826.  It  is  tme,  in  diplcanai^,  as  in 
mathematics,  that  certain  parts,  on^,  are  not 
equal  to  the  whcde :  and  I  tnink,  that  the  man- 
ner in  which  a  oo-ordinate  branch  of  Congress 
has  been  treated,  on  this  rery  snl^t,  ou^t  to 
>Jni<wid>  ns  of  the  impmdence  of  allowing, 
imdar  an  orer-nice  and  cantiona  disoretioQ,  too 
vide  a  latitude  to  those  who  held  the  shears, 
who  are  able,  in  the  leond,  to  oat  In  and  oat 
oat,  Jost  as  salts  their  eonrenienee  or  necessity. 
The  very  different  exhibition  which  the  docn- 
meots,  on  the  Bam«  sabjeot,  makes  befwe  eadi 
HoBse,  DOW,  shows  to  what  purposes  of  prac- 
tical ntility  these  angular  oata,  in  and  oat,  may 
he  spplied.  He  eootd  not,  therefore,  consent 
to  this  modification,  onless  advised  by  the  indi- 
cataoo  of  a  general  wish,  cm  the  part  of  the 
Hottse,  that  it  shoold  be  insUtated. 

Befine  he  took  his  seat,  Mr.  H.  aaid  that  he 
■nt  be  allowed  to  say  on  word  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Yir^nia,  who  hpA  dedared  that  he 
^  not  beliere  Mr.  Poinsett  had  had  any  an- 
uurity  from  his  own  GoTemment,  to  hold  tiw 
ttagoage  which  he  had  held  to  the  Mezlean 
neaipotMitbrica,  which  is  diaoloaed  in  the  de- 
i|wteh  to  Mr.  Clay,  Na  as.  A  oontraiy  belief, 
with  Urn,  he  oonftesed,  was  strengthened,  by  a 
"Mtfidwce  which  he  had  in  the  useretion  and 
Intclligeace  pf  Mr.  Poinsett,  whcnn,  be  be- 
fieved,  was  inc^ble  of  holding  sndi  langoage 
•10^  \ij  the  nnreaerred  ianon<a  of  his  Gor- 
VoblX^ 
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emment.  Did  I  an-  MUittdt  said  Mr.  H.  Z 
might,  more  pn^fy,  oae  a  stronger  term :  fbr 
here  {holding  np  the  doenmentsj  I  hare  the 
woof:  ay,  not  collateral  or .  contingent,  bnt 
ureet  and  positire.  In  a  more  essential  par^ 
ticnlar — as  to  Uie  meaning  of  the  Government 
— what  does  Mr.  Clay  say,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  under  date  the  9th  Norembo',  1^6, 
in  wluoh  he  goes  Uie  whc^  m  ntmta,  <n  tin 
sabjeot  of  the  pledge  f 

*<  There  la  a  staiUag  inoonalstcncy  in  the  Una  at 
poUcrr  which  the  United  Msxican  fltiUes  would  asen 
disposed  to  pome  towards  the  United  States. 
Ihey  would  regard  these  States  as  an  American 
nation  or  not,  aocotdini^y  as  it  shall  suit  their  own 
purposes.  In  respect  to  commeroe,  Ihej  would 
look  upoD  us  as  a  European  oaUon,  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  enjoyment  of  privtiegea  conceded 
to  other  Jbneriean  natious.  But  when  an  attadi  Is 
imagined  to  be  menaced  by  Europe,  apos  ttie  inde- 
peudence  of  the  Uidted  Mexican  States,  then  an 
appeal  is  made  to  those  fVatemal  sTmpathiea  which 
are  Justly  supposed  to  belong  to  our  condition  as  a 
memlMr  of  the  American  Fudly.  ISo  longer  tba^ 
about  three  mraths  ago.  when  an  inr^on  by 
Trance,  of  the  iriand  tn  Cuba,  was  beHered  at 
Mexico,  the  Uidted  Mexican  Gorenunent  promptly 
called  upon  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  Btatei^ 
throu^  you,  to  fMl  the  memorable  pledge  of  the 
President  of  the  Uuited  States  in  his  message  to 
Congieaa,  of  December,  1828.  Wliat  they  would 
have  done,  had  the  contingency  hai^iened,  may  be 
inferred  from  a  demtoh  to  the  American  Miottter 
at  Paris,  a  copy  of  wliioh  is  lierewith  sent,  which 
you  are  anthoriied  to  read  to  the  Pleidpotentlaiiei 
of  die  United  Mexican  BUtea." 

The  contingency  of  oar  interference,  then,  in 
the  event  of  Uie  island  of  Onba  being  invaded 
by  France,  or,  ergo,  by  any  other  European 
power,  is  one,  and  the  most  unportant,  illnatra- 
tion  which  the  AdmlnistratiGn  pots  on  ytr. 
Monroe's  pledge  of  Deonnber,  1828.  Now,  I 
will  ask  an  man  who  hears  me,  whether  the 
inrarion  of  Onb*  by  a  European  power,  at 
its  peaceful  transfer,  is  not  a  mnoh  more  probft* 
ble  erent  than  any  atteiiq>ted  oolmizatwn  of 
the  American  oontinents,  or  any  concerted 
effort  of  the  combined  powers  of  Europe 
agmnst  ^e  independence  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can RepobHcs?  Oar  Secretary  of  State,  in  au- 
thorizing Mr.  Poinsett  to  read  this  despatch  of 
Mr.  Brown's  to  the  Mexican  Plenipotentiaries^ 
has  indeed  eathoriced  him  to  pledge  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's memorable  declaration  (not  pledge)  in  the 
only  Mmtingency  of  probdme  danger  that  ia 
ever  ttkely  to  oeenr.  The  Seoretary  of  State 
faaa  indeed  taken  die  boll  by  the  horns,  and  it 
is  nselesa  for  as  to  talk  about  what  Mr.  Poin- 
sett m»'  have  a^d  In  a  loose  cHplranatie  tdk, 
argumtae^  when,  by  virtue  of  the  previous  in- 
strnctions,  he  was  snbsequently  authorized  to 
pledge  the  country  as  bail  for  the  whole  sum  of 
a  luger  and  more  probable  danger.  The 
Honse  will  appreciate  the  troth  of  this  mnark 
when  th^  weigh  the  import  of  Mr.  Clay's  lot- 
tar  to  Mr.  Brown,  in  whuh  he  Inatmota  him  to 
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bb;'  to  the  French  Government,  that  "  toe  oouJd 
not  content  to  tJte  occupation  (if  Guia  hy  any 
other  European  power  than  <Spatn,  under  any 
contingency  whateur,''^  This  oonaent  mnat 
mean  figh^  or  it  is  sheer  bollTinff.  This,  then, 
Ib  the  oonunentarjr  which  the  Administration 
have  ^Ten  to  Mr.  Uonroe^s  mere  expresrion  of 
an  opinion ;  thej  have  made  H  aimlioBble  to  an 
event  altogether  probfU>le  and  nul  of  dai^er. 
Wliereaa,  Mr.  Pomsett's  had  refer«ioe  to  an 
improbable  contingency,  although  no  doubt 
with  instmoticxu.  For  what  man,  who  does 
not  partioipate  in  tiie  dreams  of  the  hero  of 
Oerrantea,  believes  that  the  powers  of  Eorope 
will  undertake  a  omsade  to  re-colonize  tne 
Sonth  American  Repablios,  or  assail  their  inde- 
pendence !  Bat,  that  Spain  may  transfer 
Cuba,  and  that  it  maj  be  occupied  by  a  Eu- 
ropean power^  under  ciroomstances  which 
would  render  it  folly,  or  something  worse,  for 
iu  to  interfere,  is,  to  the  leut  of  it,  not 
beycmd  the  pale  of  a  reaMmaUe  posdbi^. 
Ur.  Poinsett  has,  therefore,  ^ven  the  pledge  of 
his  Goverament,  under  a  ocmtingenoy  woere 
^e  shall  never  be  called  npon  to  redeem  It 
ICr.  Clay  has  authorized  him  to  stake  it,  where 
the  hazard  is  probable,  perilous,  and,  perhaps, 
immediate. 

I  think,  therefore,  having  discovered  that 
the  Administration  has  given  the  most  oom- 
prehinsiye  range  to  the  declaration  in  ques- 
tion, which  they  have  made  a  pledge,  it  super- 
sedes the  necessity  of  an  inqniry  on  a  snbordi- 
nate  pt^t;  thoni^  I  repeat,  if  we  are  to  have 
an  inquiry,  let  ns  have  oota  not  imposing  and 
Kdnotive  statements,  in  which  a  prettj  do- 
qneooe  of  a  certain  idnd,  ia  to  stand  m  the 
place  oS  every  thing  else. 

Ur.  Tbdcbli  said  that  he  had  no  other  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  before  the  House,  than 
that  which  had  been  ptinted,  and  laid  upon  the 
tables  of  all  the  members ;  but,  from  an  exam- 
ination of  these,  he  felt  fully  satisfied  that  no 
BQch  pledge  liad  been  given,  as  gentlemen 
seemed  to  apprehend,  nor  had  any  anthority 
been  given  to  make  such  a  pled^  He  had 
riaen  to  correct  a  mistake  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Hajolton,)  in  the 
•zpontion  he  had  riven  of  Jti.  Momne's  mes- 
ssge.  [Here  Mr.  T.  quoted  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Olay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  and  of  the  former  Sec- 
retary of  State,  to  tiie  American  ICnister  at 
Paris.]  All  that  is  contained  in  this  despatch 
amounts  to  this — tliat  we  will  not  consent  that 
Ay  other  power  than  Spain  shall  take  posses- 
rion  of  the  provinces  immediately  in  onr  own 
vidnity.  Now,  I  a^  of  gentlemen,  if  we 
ought  to  consent  f  Certainly  not :  and  tills  is 
all  the  letter,  as  ezponnded  by  reference  to  for- 
mer instmeticna,  declares.  How  far  we  should 
be  inclined  to  go.  in  axtremitie^  we  do  not 
ny;  nor  is  It  undent  that  we  ahoold.  Atthe 
time  the  late  Fraaident  Monroe  leBt  hla  Mea- 
nge  to  Oongreas,  in  which  the  .deolaratloa  ia 
made^  which  has  been  so  often  reftrred  to^  a 
ooqgicaaof  alHed  aofereiini  had  bean  held  at 
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Tn^pan  and  Laybach,  and  another  was  pro' 
posed  at  Yeroba.  The  lalwr  of  these  ooogreas' 
es  had  been,  in  part,  made  public ;  and  a  com- 
munication is  sud  to  have  been,  in  conse- 
quence, made,  in  some  way,  by  the  Briti^ 
Govenment  to  that  of  fbo  United  States.  A 
clause  of  the  secret  treaty  <^  Ywrnaoont^ned 
the  following  dedaration : 

"  Art.  1.  The  high  contracting  parties,  well  ooo- 
vfaioed  tlult  the  sjvtem  of  BepreseotaUve  Goven- 
ment is  as  incompatiMs  with  the  monarehical  prind- 
ide  as  the  maxim  of  tiie  sovereignty  of  tlie  people 
is  opposed  to  the  {nlndple  of  divine  right,  engage, 
in  tiM  most  solemn  manner,  to  employ  all  tbeir 
means,  and  unite  all  their  efforts,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  system  of  Bepresentative  Govermnent,  wher- 
ever it  is  known  to  exist,  in  the  States  of  Europe, 
and  to  prevent  it  from  being  introduced  into  thoss 
States  where  it  is  not  known." 

To  this  Article,  all  the  allied  sovereigns  were 
mntnally  pledged.  The  British  Government, 
oonoeivhi^  these  principles  to  be  aimed,  in  part, 
at  the  prmciples  of  tbeir  free  constitution,  be- 
came uarmed,  and  signified  that  they  were 
ready  to  go  hand  In  band  with  this  Govern- 
ment, so  &r  as  the  United  States  would  go,  in 
protectii^  the  Governments  of  South  America. 

Mr.  T.  sud  be  did  not  know  of  any  -official 
authority  for  this  statement,  but  this  was  the 
account  published  at  the  time,  and  generally 
credited.  It  was  after  this  that  the  late  Pre^- 
dent  sent  his  meaaage  to  this  House.  But 
though  I  do  not  know  that  tliis  oommonication 
aotndly  waa  made  \it  the  Goveniment  of  Great 
Britain  to  onr  Government,  I  do  know  that  the 
British  acted  predady  as  th^  might  have  been 
expected  to  do,  if  such  were  the  foct ;  and  it 
was  under  such  circumstances  that  the  message 
was  sent,  and  by  which  Its  meaning  is  to  be  u- 
lustrated.  Sir,  what  did  the  people  of  the 
United  States  say,  or  what  will  they  now  say 
to  these  words  <^  the  allied  sovereigns  ?  And 
what  would  they  say  if  an  attempt  should  be 
made  to  enforce  theee  doctrine,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet !  Sir,  I  am  willing  to  leave  tiie 
people  of  the  United  States  to  Judge  how  far 
this  messages  pledges  us  to  an  alliance  in  aid  of 
the  South  American  States.  It  is  said  that  we 
are  pledged,  and  this  pledge  is  said  to  refer  to 
President  Monroe's  Message ;  and  Mr.  Olay,  in 
expiring  it,  refers  to  the  letter  to  the  IGnia- 
ter  at  Paris,  to  show  what  the  United  Statea 
would  do,  in  case  of  extremities.  And  what 
does  that  letter  si^  ?  It  only  says  that  we  will 
in  no  ease  content  to  the  seizure  of  the  Sonth 
American  States,  by,  any  European  power  ex- 
cept Spfdn.  It  goes  no  furtiier.  As  to  the 
present  call,  I  am  disposed  to  make  it  as  broad 
as  gentiemen  can  wiui,  becanse  I  am  aatisfied 
no  other  pledge  Uiaa  what  I  ham  oq^dned  ha> 
ever  been  ^ven, 

Vt.  J^tOBxm  Olid  he  flioo^t  an  amendment 
might  be  suggested  which  would  meet  the 
wishaa  of  dL  Hii  odleagoe  (Ifr,  Wnntuvn) 
wished  to  asoertain  whether  the  American  Got- 
amment  b  nnder  pladga  to  aid  Mudeo^  iaoaaa 
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die  diaU  be  attwiked,  and  to  bear  th«  brunt  of 
indi  an  tttentriae  t  I  wish  the  same.  I  vish 
It  H  me  of  the  American  people ;  becaaw  all 
tbe  people  have  a  deep  hit^est  in  knowing 
tte  net.  The  pn^>er  sonroe  from  which  thU 
kunrledM  is  to  be  obtained,  is  the  Prerident 
of  the  I^ted  States.  Bat  the  gentleman  fh>m 
South  Ovdina  is  ^qnehcssiTe  ttiat,  if  we  qiply 
to  the  Pretddent,  bis  reply  will  be  accompanied 
wiUi  sondtT  argnments  and  explanations — that 
there  wiD  be  a  great  deal  of  wAtteiMuAinjr,  and 
li^e  sadflfiietory  inftxination. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  need  not  be  alarmed. 
The  Presid«it  is  to  be  called  upon  simply  to 
saj,  whether  the  langnago  of  our  Minister  is 
from  aathori^  or  no?   Tbe  answer  will,  it 
must,  state  the  fact.   If  this  statement  shall  af- 
terwards be  followed  by  ever  so  much  argu- 
ment, or  whitewashing,  it  is  of  little  moment — 
tbe  Cfect  will  speak  f<^  itself.  But  the  genfleman 
proposes  to  caO  tor  a  lettor  ct  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Sir,  I  know  Dothbig  about  the  letter  al- 
lodedto;  hot  it  is  not  Improbable  that  that  let- 
ter m^y  emtain  something  which  is  oalcnlated 
to  aflbet  tlie  pending  negotiations  with  Mexico. 
I  presome  an  amenament  can  be  offered  which 
win  meet  the  wi^es  both  of  my  ooUeagne  and 
of  the  gentleman  ftom  South  Oarofina.   I  offer 
tbe  following  as  ft  sabstitnte  for  the  reeoliition 
as  amended. 

Mr.  L.  was  lure  about  to  olfor  a  labstitnte, 
when— 

Tbe  Spxuxb  said,  the  gentleman  mnst  be 
aware  that  no  aobstitate  coold  be  in  order,  not 
being  admitted  bj  the  rale  of  the  Hooae. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  and  Mr.  Whiqht  now  rose 
to  address  the  House ;  bat  the  Speakeb  an- 
BOQBoed  that  tbe  hour  allotted  to  resolations  bad 
expired;  and  was  proceeding  to  the  Orders  of 
the  D«y,  when — 

Mr.  WicKUFn  moved  to  postpme  Hie  Orders 
<^  tbe  Day,  for  the  parpose  of  proceeding  with 
ttupresent  discnsrion. 

The  motion  prevailed — ^Ayes  83,  Noes  71 ; 
sod  the  debate  was  accordingly  resnmed. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  s^d,  the  aspect  in  which  the 
preposition  before  the  House  presented  itself 
to  his  ndnd,  waa  scNnewhat  dimrent  from  any 
be  bad  heard  stated  ta  the  oonrse  of  the  dia- 
niikHL  Mr.  Poinsett,  in  his  letter  of  the  28th 
of  S^tember,  18S5,  det^Sng  a  oonvertetion 
held  bj  him,  with  Uie  Ministers  of  the  Mexican 
Government,  in  relation  to  the  proposition  in  a 
imding  negotiation,  to  place  this  conntry  on  a 
noting  ot  oqnalitj  with  uie  other  American  Re- 
pnUica,  states,  that  he  observed,  "  that  agdnst 
the  power  of  Spain,  they  [the  United  Mexican 
Btates]  had  given  Baffi<nent  proof  that  they  re- 
quired do  assistance,  and  the  United  States  had 
t^tigti  themselves  not  to  permit  any  other 
power  to  interfere  either  with  their  independ- 
<Ms,  or  form  of  Oovernmrat ;  and  that,  as  in 
^  evoit  of  rinch  an  stteaipt  being  made  by 
Uk  powers  Znrope,  we  sboold  beoompelled 
to  lake  the  moat  Mcre  and  effldent  parl^  and 
to  bMT  the  brant  Of  tbe  eoatai^**it  ww  notjnat 


that  we  should  be  placed  on  a  more  unfavora- 
ble footing  than  the  other  American  Repnblica. 
This  has  been  treated  as  though  understood  to 
be  the  offer  ^  a  p^^jl^  bv  Mr.  Poinsett,  to  the 
Mexican  Minister.  The  language  he  uses,  in 
my  opinion,  clearly  imports  no  such  thing.  It 
speaks  of  sometlung  sait — a  pledge  that  heul  lun 
made  by  tbe  Uniteo  States— not  vH  one  offered 
by  him,  or  that  h^  been  offered  by  him,  then,  or 
at  any  other  time :  of  one  l^ore  made  by  (As 
United  SUtUt  to  the  world,  or  tO  tbe  powers  of 
Europe.  He  evidently  alludes  totaothing  that  he 
had  done,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  or  without 
instructions.  The  allusion,  most  palpably,  is  to 
the  declaration  made  by  the  late  Preradent,  in 
his  message,  atthe  opening'of  the  last  Congress, 
and  must  have  been  so  understood.  In  thai 
message,  tbe  then  President  declares  to  the 
European  powers  that  it  ^d  not  comport  with 
onr  policy  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  their 
oonoerns,  in  ttielr  own  qnarter  of  the  world,  bnt 
that  we  oonld  not  view,  without  concern,  an^ 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  Bepublics  in  this 
hemisphere,  and  that  any  attempt  on  their  part, 
BO  to  interfere,  woold  be  viewed  by  us  "as 
dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety,"  as  mani- 
festing "  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards  the 
United  States."  This  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent is,  unquestionably,  what  Mr.  Poinsett  al- 
luded to,  and  his  language  evidences  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  passage.  I  will  not  discuss  the 
proposition  whether  this  dedaration  pledges 
the  United  States  to  any  particular  course,  to 
repel  measures  dangerous  to  our  peace,  lliat 
onestiim  need  not  now  be  examined,  bnt  it*  siK 
Intion  is  not  doobtftiL 

But,  sir,  this  view  satisfies  me  that  tbe  pro- 
position of  the  senUeman  from  South  Oarofina, 
(Mr.  Hah iLTOH,)  coupled  with  his  suggestion  to 
the  gentieman  from  Vii^nia,  (Mr.  Powell,) 
does  not  indicate  the  true  course  for  us  to  ptir- 
sae.  If  the  object  be,  as  I  understand  it,  to  ae- 
qnire  information  whether  Mr.  Poinsett's  dec- 
laration was  authorized  by  the  Executive,  it  is 
obvious  that  a  call  only  for  the  antwer  of  the 
Secretary  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter,  will  not  elicit 
it.  The  authority  for  the  pledge,  as  well  as  the 
pledge  itselt  had  existeooe  piwr  to  the  date  of 
tiie  Tetter  detidling  tbe  oonvecaation  abont  it. 
Ton  might,  teaai  that  answer,  leara  whether 
the  Exeontive  animadverted  on  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Poinse'tt ;  whether  he  eenrared  him  for  an 
unauthorized  act,  or  reoc^nixed  his  power,  and 
commended  its  exeontion;  or  you  mi^t  dis- 
cover an  omisdott  to  notice  the  subset  at  tdl. 
Grant,  for  one  moment,  that  this  is  found  to  be 
tbe  case ;  you  might  ii\fer,  from  the  omission, 
the  existence  of  the  antbority,  but  we  ^ould 
have  no  distinct  evidence  of  any  authority  be- 
ing given.  This  proposition,  then,  will  &il  o^ 
its  object,  and  cannot  obtain  for  na  any  nsefiil 
ioforpation. 

I  prefer  the  propodtlai  of  tiie  gentleman 
tnm  Virginia  to  that  of  the  genflenaa  f^im 
Kentucky,  as  modified  on  the  soggestioo  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Toik.  If  joa  mot  in- 
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formation,  yon  most  seek  It  wlme  It  Is  to  be 
had,  in  tbe  ExeoatiTa  departanent  q{  yoor  Gov- 
ernment.  The  oommlttee  have  no  more  infor- 
mation thui  we  have.  In  directing  yonrint^niry 
to  the  committee,  yon  can  get  nouiiog.  Direct 
tt  to  the  President,  and  you  may  get  osefDl  in- 
formation. I  want  all  the  facts  oonnected  with 
the  subject,  and  am  in  favor  of  asking  for  the 
information  where  I  know  it  can  be  had.  When 
we  get  it,  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  direct 
onr  committee.  Bnt  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will 
be  found  that  the  only  antbority  the  Uinister 
at  Mexico  had,  was  the  message  (n  the  late  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States. 

Hr.  WnsnB  sud  he  waa  very  nnwUling  to 
snticipRte  a  disonsrion  which  seemed  properly 
to  belong  to  a  ftitnre  oooasini.  He  wished  to 
abstain,  at  present,  from  every  thing  not  imme- 
diately pertinent  to  the  pending  question.  *  Suf- 
ficient for  the  day  was  the  evil  thereof.  An 
occasion  was  approaching  when  it  would,  prob- 
ably, be  more  proper  to  debate  many  of  tiie  im- 
portant topics  which  had  now  been  adverted  to. 

He  could  have  no  objection  to  any  proper 
inquiry,  on  this,  or  any  oooasion.  He  regretted 
the  present  motion  only,  as  it  might,  perh^a, 
imidy  a  oensore  on  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment alnroad,  when  no  oensore  m^t  be  de- 
served. Heoid  not  feel  at  all  oertain  that  great 
Uame  attached  anywhere.  Hr.  P(^nsett*s  ex- 
pression might  be  somewhat  too  atrong.  Prob- 
ably it  was  so :  but  still  he  thonght  it  was  qatte 
evident  that  he  referred  to  the  message  m  De- 
cember, 1828,  and,  therefore,  his  meaning  waa 
apparent  enough.  He  (Mi.  W.)  felt  a  good 
deal  unwilling  to  impute  blame,  in  a  case  where 
nothing  was  apparently  wrong,  but  the  mode 
of  expression ;  and  where  it  did  not  appear  that 
anybody  had  been  misled.  Still,  there  are  sev- 
eral ^ntiemen  who  have  expressed  a  confident 
opinion  tiiat  Mr,  Poinsett  had  some  author^, 
more  than  we  know,  for  his  declarations.  Be 
mast,  they  say,  have  insbuctions,  the  letter  or 
spirit  of  which  bears  him  out  in^ving  a  pledge 
to  the  Mexican  Oovemment.  his  part,  he 
Qlr,  W.)  should  be  very  mnch  disappointed  if 
it  did  not  turn  out  that  Mr.  Poinsett  spoke  on 
no  other  authority  than  Mr.  Monroe's  public 
message.  He  was  confident  it  was  so.  The 
whole  document  convinced  him  of  that  But 
as  gentiemen  thonght  otherwise — as  they  in- 
sisted that  Mr.  Poinsett  must  have  had  some 
direct  and  complete  authority  for  what  he  had 
aaid,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  inqmry,  for  the  sat- 
Isfaotiffla  of  Boch  geotlemen. 

As  to  the  dedjsratioa  of  the  President,  in 
ms,  the  drotunstaneea  wUeh  led.  probably,  to 
thi^  dedaradott,  had  been  stated,  in  general, 
hy.an  honorable  memberfrom  Sentiicl^>  The 
proceedings  of  the  allied  powers,  at  "mppan, 
LAybach,  and  Yerona,  were  well  remembered ; 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  very  year  then  expir- 
ing, the  ^ng  of  Spain  had  been  established  on 
his  throne  by  the  army  of  Prance.  This  army 
had  marched  into  &pun,  with  the  consent  oi 
the  other  powers  of  liaragpc^  axo^  Knrfiml. 


It  had  «wom|didied  ita  olt}eot&  FerdSuukd 
hod  been  rrinatated,  by  fbrei^  fwce,  in  all  lus 
prercwatives.  Under  thrae  ciroomstaooeei,  the 
question  was,  how  Is  it  likely  the  allied  powers 
will  act  towards  the  fimner  Spanish  colonies  in 
America.  Having  socoeeded  in  establishing 
such  a  government  as  suited  them  in  Spain, 
herself  would  they  not,  or  mi^t  they  not,  be 
willing  to  go  farther,  and  to  aaust  the  Spanish 
monarch  in  reconqaering  his  rebellions  prov- 
inces 1  It  was  possible  they  might  do  tiiis-- 
perhaps  it  was  not  veir  improbable.  At  this 
juncture,  the  President  s  declaration  waa  made. 
It  was  wrapped  np,  he  would  not  say  in  mya- 
ticism,  bnt  oertaiiily  in  phraaeasnffidiBDtlj  oao- 
tiona.  The  amoDut  of  »  was,  that  this  QoTflm- 
ment  could  not  look  with  indifference  on  any 
combioatioli  among  other  powers^  to  uraat 
Spiuu  in  her  war  against  the  Sontii  American 
States;  that  we  eonld  not  bnt  oonuder  any 
such  combination  as  dangerons  or  unMendly 
to  us :  and  that  if  it  should  be  formed,  it  would 
be  for  tiie  competent  authorities  of  thb  Grovem- 
ment  to  decide,  when  tiie  caae  aroae^  what 
coarse  our  dn^  and  onr  iDteraafcahoiilid  require 
OS  to  pursue. 

This  was  the  snbstanoe  of  the  deolaration. 
He  believed  he  mi^t  be,  perhaps,  the  only 
member  who^  at  that  time,  soggested,  that  thu 
declaration,  with  all  restrictions,  waa  neceaaary 
to  presmrve  our  nentrality.  It  most,  of  ocnuse, 
happen,  in  every  Government,  that  the  Exeon- 
tive  ^onld  undertake  to  speak,  towards  foreign 
nations,  of  the  wishes  and  objects  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  cannot  be  otherwise.  But  this  it 
does  on  its  responsibility.  General  Washing- 
ton proclaimed  neutrality  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  great  European  wars.  Bnt  it  was  com- 
petent to  the  two  Houses  to  present  him  a  law, 
the  next  day,  declaring  war.  The  intercourse 
of  nations  could  hardly  go  on,  and  one  great 
end  of  an  Executive  woiUd  be  defeated,  if  it  oonld 
not  venture,  on  proper  ocoanona,  to  express  the 
views  and  wishes  of  the  Goveniment,  "^t  la 
re^onsible  for  this  as  for  its  other  acts. 

Now  he  ^fr.  W.)  had  no  qnestion  bnt  that 
Mr.  Poinsett  was  referring,  merely,  to  this  deo> 
laration.  He  did  not  speak  of  any  pledge  as 
given  by  him,  or  through  him.  He  gave  no 
present  pledge  or  assurance  of  any  kind.  He 
was,  evidently,  speaking  of  something  prece- 
dent— somethuig  notorious;  and  that  some- 
thing was  the  declaration  1628.  Now,  mak- 
ing allowance  for  incorrectness  of  expres- 
sion, he  saw  nothing  wrong.  If  he  c^ed 
any  thing  a  wrong  name— u  he  called  that  a 
pledge  which  was  no  pledge— still  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  deonved  them,  or  meant  to  de> 
ceive  them  with  whom  he  dealt. 

He  was  willing,  also,  to  call  for  the  answw 
to  this  letter,  for,  slthoo^  he  did  not  see  how 
the  letter  could  rest,  for  its  authority,  on  a  sub- 
sequent one,  he  had  no  objection  to  see  the 
whole. 

Mr.  BnouHAir  aaid  he  would  vote  in  favOT 
ct  the  ffnanJinAfit  wUch  hod  beeo  pn^oaed 
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V  the  gmUoiitti  from  Now  York,  (Mr.  Yxb- 
lumK,)  and  agviiut  all  thombMnnentunend- 
oentB  which  had  beoi  nwred.  He  would  pro- 
OMd  to  give  hia  reftMOS. 

I  premune,  a^d  Hr.  B.,  the  gentleman  from 
HuiadiasettB,  (Kr.  Wneiu)  among  others, 
•llnded  to  me,  when  he  atated  that  aome  gen- 
tlemau  had  erareased  on  opinion  that  our  MiniB- 
ter  to  Mezioo  uad  anthority  to  make  the  declara- 
tion which  he  made  to  the  GoTemment  of  that 
eoontry.  I  had  other  sronnds  fbr  this  belief 
bendes  «Mre  opmion.  It  rests  npon  the  nni- 
fonn  policy  ta  the  Execattve  branch  of  tiiU 
Govemmeot,  tor  several  montha  past  as  dis- 
fbaad  hj  the  doenmenta  upon  our  taUe. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Hassachiuetta  (Mr.  Wkb- 
im)  tt  not  certain  there  is  any  blame  anj- 
when.  Thia  fipinion,  in  my  judgment,  cannot 
be  sqiported  Had  not  Mexico  refosed  to  ns 
the  same  treaty  atipnlation  whidi  she  had 
puted  to  the  Southern  Repnblice  ?  Had  not 
the  negotiation  arrived  at  a  criris  f  Was  it  not 
aboDt  to  be  dissolved?  In  thia  critical  mo- 
ment, our  Ministw,  for  the  first  time,  declared 
th<7  ihonld  grant  ns  the  same  advantages,  be- 
eaoss  we  stood  in  the  same  relative  sitnation 
towwds  them  with  the  other  Repnblios  of  this 
henuvhwe.  We  stood  pieced  to  snmKnt  both 
their  mdepeodenoe  and  their  form  of  Govern- 
ment, aganiat  any  pown-  ezoept  Spain,  which 
■honld  attempt  to  interfere  widieitlier.  If  Mr. 
FMnsett  haa  obtained  a  treaty  npon  false  and 
nnfonoded  declarationB  of  this  natare,  he  is 
mnch,  very  mnch,  to  blame.  Bat  this  is  not 
alL  Be  baa  proceeded  mnch  farther.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  same  letter,  he  statea  as  fol- 
lows :  "  I  then  recapitnlated  the  oonrse  of  pol- 
icy panned  towards  the  Sponirii  colonies,  by 
our  Government,  which  had  so  largely  contrib- 
bated  to  secure  their  indepmdence,  and  enable 
tbem  to  take  their  station  among  the  nations  <^ 
the  earth :  tmd  deeiared  what  ^rther  w  wen 
rm^  to  da  «»  ordar  to  i^/knd  their  right*  aitd 
UbrtMi;  kut  that  Mw  enild  Mi/y  be  eneeted 
Jrem  and  eeuld  ^m^|  he  aeeem^iAei  a 
ttria  wim  of  ettthe  Ameriean  sqfuNiei,  m 
(mm  ^fterfeet  equality  andreeiproeitf. 

8a,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  wish  to  see  the  answer  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Poinaett's  letter. 
In  that  letter  he  has  cert^nly  given  a  foil  and 
caD^  ezpontion  of  the  state  of  the  negotia- 
tion. It  brought  home  distinctly  to  tiie  knowl- 
edge of  our  Government,  what  kind  of  a  treaty 
th^  Minister  had  demanded,  and  the  stipala- 
tioiis  he  had  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaming 
It.  If  the  anaww  to  this  letter  sboold  approve 
Us  condnot,  in  genwal  terms ;  nay,  if  it  anonld 
be  dent  apoa  um  aoljeet,  the  imereoce  ia  ir- 
nwtible,  that  oar  Executive  whbed  the  Uexi- 
na  Government  to  grant  ua  a  treaty,  noder 
impessioDs  whidi  had  been  made  by  bis 
Maruiona.  If  they  had  not  resolved  to  pur- 
■Bs  this  oourae  of  policy,  it  was  their  duty, 
ponptly  and  decidedly,  to  disavow  the  decla- 
ntioo  of  their  Minister.  A  tacit  consent  is  equal- 
ly ftoi^  and  equally  binding  with  an  ezpreaa 
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aasent.  If  our  Government  should  obtain  and 
accept  a  treaty  upon  the  terms  atated  to  the 
Mencan  Government  Ifr.  Poinsett,  tt  would 
be  a  violation  of  every  principle  of  good  fMth 
among  nations,  afterwards  to  attempt  to  extri- 
cate ourselvea  frmn  the  pledge,  by  declaring 
that  he  had  no  Instmetiona  to  make  anoh  a 
stipulation. 

Independent  of  any  express  instmetiona, 
there  u  aufficirat  evidence  in  the  doenmenta 
before  ns,  to  create  a  belief,  that  onr  Minister 
was  not  mistaken  in  the  general  policy  and 
views  ctf  the  Ezecntive.  When  oar  Govern- ' 
ment  was  invited  to  send  Ministers  to  Panamai 
the  terma  of  the  invitatl(n  were  ezplicnt ;  th^ 
could  not  be  mistaken.  We  were  informed 
that  the  two  principal  subjects  which  would 
engue  the  attention  of  the  Coi^rees,  bo  far  aa 
the  United  States  were  concerned,  would  be 
our  "  resistance  or  oppodtion  to  tiie  interfer- 
ence of  any  neutral  nation,  in  the  question  and 
war  of  independence,  between  the  new  powera 
of  the  oontinent  and  Spain,"  and  our  "op- 
position to  colonization  in  America  by  the 
European  Powers.**  Mr.  Obregon  telfa  ua, 
"  after  these  two  principal  snbjects,  the  Bepre- 
aent^vee  of  the  United  States  may  be  occupied 
upon  others."  Having  preaented  tide  plain  ex- 
position of  the  views  of  his  Government,  he 
invited  ua  to  send  Bepreaentativea  to  the  C<m- 
gresB  of  Panama,  "  with  express  instmetiona  in 
their  credentials,  upon  the  two  principal  ques- 
tions." The  letter  of  Mr.  Salazar  contains, 
snbstaotially,  the  same  declarations. 

Does  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  Slat^ 
contmn  a  whisfier  of  dissent  from  the  terms  of 
thia  invitation?  Do  we  accept  the  invitation 
conditionally  ?  Do  we  declare  we  conld  enter 
into  no  treaty  of  alliance,  for  the  purpose  of 
curying  into  effect  the  objects  which  the 
Soothem  Republics  had  in  view  t  No,  Ar. 
On  the  contrary,  the  invitation  was  accepted  in 
the  most  general  terma.  There  is  one  part  of 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Salazar  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, which  deserves  particular  attention :  he 
states,  that  "this  ie  a  matter  of  immediate 
utility  to  the  American  States  that  are  at  war 
with  ^uin,  and  ie  in  accordance  vith  the  re- 
peatea  deelaratieiu  and  proteete  of  the  Cabinet 
at  Waehwgton."  Was  Mr.  Salazar  mistaken, 
and,  if  he  were,  why  did  not  the  Cabinet  correct 
the  mist^e  f  Mr.  B.  observed,  that  he  thought 
he  had  sufficiently  shown  it  was  not  a  mere 
opinion,  without  facts  to  support  it,  which  had 
hidu(»d  him  to  believe  Mr.  Poinsett  was 
anthOTiaed  to  make  the  declarations  which  he 
had  made  to  the  Mexican  Government. 

I  confess,  said  Mr.  II.,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
the  great  danger  of  the  mission  to  Panama  ia, 
that  onr  Government  will  there  pursue  this 
course  of  policy.  If  I  shall  be  convinced  this 
vdll  not  be  the  case,  I  will  give  my  consent  to 
the  mission.  As  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  I 
echo  the  sentiments  of  the  President  with  all 
my  heart.  I  would  not  agree  that  any  nation 
on  earth  ahoold  wrest  those  islands  from  the 
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dominioa  of  B^ain.  With  the  exception  of 
England,  there  is  no  Oovernnient  in  ezifitence 
that  I  would  not  rather  see  in  possession  of 
them  than  the  GoTemment  of  Mexico. 

The  United  States  hare  had  snffioient  ex- 
perience of  the  tnoouTUiienoe  and  the  danger 
of  entangling  alltanoea.  We  once  entered  into 
Bnch  a  treaty  with  Frano^  and  we  were  com- 
pelled to  hnj  onrselves  on  at  a  great  saorifice. 
It  is  not  mj  wish,  said  Kr.  B.,  to  oe  understood 
that  this  GrOTemment  ought  not,  tinder  any 
circamstances,  to  defend  uie  independence  of 
the  SoQthern  Republics.  The  principle  for 
which  I  contend,  is,  that  we  should  not  be 
bound  to  do  so  by  treaty,  but  be  left  free  to 
act,  with  a  i>roper  regard  to  oar  own  utoatacm, 
when  the  crisis  shall  arrive. 

This  resolution  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.  That  com- 
mittee is,  in  its  nature,  confidential.  Let  them 
inquire,  in  the  first  place,  and,  if  they  want 
more  information  than  they  already  possess, 
they  can  introdaoe  a  resolution  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining, it,  by  the  authority  of  this  House. 
I  do  nof.  want  merely  the  instructions  which 
were  given  to  Mr.  Poinsett.  I  do  not  believe 
he  received  any  express  authority  to  form  a 
treaty  of  alliance.  It  required  no  ghost  to  teU 
us  that.  I  wish  the  committee  carefully  to 
examine  all  the  documents  which  have  been 
published,  or  which  may  be  in  their  power, 
and  report  to  this  House,  whether  Mexico  may 
not  have  been  deoelTed,  whether  ^e  had  not 
8uffi(»ent  withority  to  heUeve  we  were  pledged 
to  support  hsx  mdependence,  and  whether, 
under  tills  false  impression,  she  might  not 
ffrant  ua  a  treaty,  accor^ng  to  our  wi^es.  It 
u  better  to  send  the  subject,  at  once,  to  that 
committee.  It  will  go  to  tbem  without  restric- 
tion. It  cannot  be  sent  to  the  President  in 
that  manner.  We  can  only  ask  from  him  for 
such  information  as  may  be  communicated 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  interest.  It  is 
for  these  reasons  that  I  give  a  decided  prefer- 
ence to  the  ameodraent  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York. 

Mr.  F.  JoHNsoir,  of  Kentucky,  sud,  he  in- 
tended to  say  bnt  littie  on  the  snbject,  as  so 
much  had  already  been  said :  that  it  seemed  to 
him  that  gentlemen  were  too  late  with  objec- 
tions to  the  declarations  which  had  been  made 
by  Mr.  Monroe.  There  was  a  time  when  tiiey 
would  have  been  ^ropriate — in  1828,  abont 
the  time  that  Ooogress  met,  tiie  armies  of 
France  had  overthrown  the  Constitutional 
Government  of  Spain,  and  re-established  Ferdi- 
nand in  all  his  regal  powers.  That  France, 
and  the  allied  sovereigns,  flashed  with  this 
success  against  Constitutional  Government,  it 
was  believed  that  thc»e  powers  contemplated 
making  war  on  the  Bepoblics  <tf  SonOi  Amer- 
ica and  Mexico,  and  to  re-colonize  them — ^that^ 
If  tiiey  did  make  snch  war,  it  wonldbe  a  war 
again^  republican  principles — a  war  to  extw- 
minate  ccmstitational  governments:  at  this 
time  St  was,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  thai  Fre^deat, 


declared  to  this  House,  in  his  message,  tliat  it 
was  due  to  the  candor  of  this  GovermnenL  to 
declare  to  the  allied  powers  of  Europe,  and  to 
Franoe,  and  to  the  world,  that  this  Govenunent 
will  not  view  with  indi^«noe,  any  attempt, 
on  th^  i>art,  to  make  war  agidnst  those  re- 
pnblios,  for  the  purpose  of  re-coloniziDg  than; 
that  such  a  war  would  be  considered  a  war 
agfdnst  principle — a  war  against  firee  Qovem- 
ments— 4hat  it  would  tend  to  endanger  our 
own  institutions,  and  disturb  our  peace  and  re- 
pose ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  could  not  be  idle 
spectators  of  the  conflict.  This  declaration 
was  made  at  a  moment  of  supposed  imminent 
danger;  and  then  was  the  time  for  objections; 
then  was  the  time  for  him,  who  disapproved 
the  sentiment,  to  speak  out:  or,  will  gentlemen 
say  it  meant  nothing  t  Bid  not  every  one  in 
this  House  know,  and  understand,  what  it 
meanti  Tea,  sir,  gentiemen  knew  what  it 
meant :  it  meant,  if  the  allied  powers  of  Europe 
and  France,  should  make  war  on  the  Sooth 
American  republics,  to  put  down  and  ex- 
terminate those  Governments — that,  haying  so 
made  war  against  free  Governments,  if  suc- 
cessful there,  that  the  next  effort  would  be 
against  this  conntry;  to  extinguish  here  the 
last  trace  of  republican  institutions,  and  estab- 
lish legitimate  dynasty;  it  was  a  declaration 
that  he  would  not  wut  until  they  had  ap- 
proached  our  flresides — that  we  would  me«t 
the  danger  at  the  threshold ;  it  was  a  declara- 
tion founded  upon  a  sense  of  our  duties,  for 
the  preservation  of  our  libMties — the  dediara- 
tion,  or  pledge,  as  some  call  it,  was  not  made 
to  the  Southern  Republics ;  it  was  not  made  to 
Franoe,  or  to  England,  or  to  the  allied  powers; 
it  was  no  pledge  to  any  one ;  it  was  a  declara- 
tion founded  upon  considerations  of  the  defence 
of  our  own  institutions ;  it  was  made  with  a 
view  to  our  own  safety,  and  not  with  a  view 
to  alliances  with  any  other  Government  or 
country ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to 
take  it  back.  It  has  had  its  effect ;  the  allied 
powers  abandoned  their  intention  of  making 
war  on  Mexico  and  Colombia ;  it  has  ^ven 
peace  and  security  to  the  liberties  of  the  South- 
em  RepubUos,  and  has  added  ^orj  to  car  own 
country.  And  shall  we  now  tue  it  back! 
Take  it  back,  now  the  danger  is  over,  after  all 
the  ends  intended  are  consummated,  and  peace 
and  tranquillity  rests  over  the  land  I  1  sud 
before,  if  gentlemen  were  not  willing  to  stand 
by  the  declaration  thus  made  by  Mr.  Monroe, 
they  ought  to  have  ol^Jected  to  it  at  the  time. 
What  I  said  Mr.  J.,  are  gentiemen  willbig  to 
take  that  declaration  back  now,  after  it  has 
had  its  effect — after  it  has  given  peace  to  those 
republics,  fame  imd  security  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment, and  tell  Europe — tell  the  allied  pow- 
ers, that  it  meant  nothing— tiiat  it  was  a  mere 
Jest— the  deolaration  of  a  President,  without 
■  meaning,  and  they  ought  not  to  have  regard- 
ed it?  Who  is  here  ready  to  s^y  so?— to  say 
he  wQl  not  defend  the  rl^ta  aim  liberties  of 
hia  oonntey  to  the  last!  Ko,  siri  there  is  no 
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fendflman,  upon  a  Tecturenoe  of  the  same 
uogan  to  thia  oonntry,  but  what  wosld  apeak 
nd  act  the  aame  langna^.  Enn  now,  tar, 
would  gentlnnen  view  with  indififaraDoe  and 
iDconcern,  an  attempt,  hj  the  allied  powers, 
to  ef^wixe  Mexieo  and  Texas,  to  proetrate  the 
effijits  ot  that  cotuitry  for  libert^r  and  independ- 
<Doe,  and  fix  OfKHi  it  a  Isffittmate  dynasty? 
Snch  a  coon  try,  m  extent,  population,  and  fer- 
tility, coterminons  to  oar  frontiers,  placed  in 
poesesRon  of  the  allies,  wonld  afford  to  them, 
tn  thor  crasade  against  the  liberties  of  man,  a 
position  and  resonrees  where  they  mt^t  con- 
ooitrate  a  force  to  any  amonnt,  which  they 
BU|^  with  great  CacUityt  wield  ag^nit  ii&  and 
enuile  them  to  wage  a  war  of  tM  moat  disaa- 
tnma  )aai,  which,  without  Mezloo  and  Texaa, 
thirf  will  nerer  be  aUe  to  do.  ffir,  the  im- 
poiiaaoe  of  meh  a  step,  on  the  part  of  the 
aDied  powm^  and  the  serions  and  alarming 
eoDseqiwttoea  which  might  rise  ont  of  it  to  as, 
sre  too  obTiona  to  need  elncidatioa;  and,  is 
there  sny  one  here  who  is  prepared  to  b»  he 
will  be  indifferent  to  saoh  an  event!  If  uere 
i^  I  itn  not  the  one. 

I  rq>eat,  ur,  that  this  was  no  pledge  to  any 
Gofttiiment  or  to  any  nation.  There  was 
nothing  mystical  in  the  declaration,  as  some 
have  pretended.  It  was  an  open  deowration  oi 
the  Twws  of  Frendent  Monroe  of  what  was  the 
tms  interest  and  policy,  in  the  event  then  oon- 
tMDplited,  for  ooantry  to  porsoe,  to  pre- 
aerre  its  liber^,  and  to  perpetuate  its  nmon. 
It  was  fonnded  ap<m  a  oonnderatlon  of  oor 
own  ri^te  and  onr  own  dnties,  in  preserving 
oor  own  institutions ;  and  it  was  reqwnded  to 
by  the  people  of  thia  country — ^it  met  tiie  ap- 
probation of  all.  Tes,  nr.  Mr.  Monroe  received 
more  eclat  for  this  act,  than  any  other  of  his 
wliole  administration.  And  who  can  tell  what 
would  have  happened,  if  this  ground  had  not 
been  assamed ;  would  ^  have  now  been  peace 
and  prosperity  I 

Bat  the  gentleman  tnm  Pemuylvania  a^s 
this  has  been  the  policy  panned  by  the  Ad- 
ministratini  fcv  the  last  three  mcmtha  (or  few 
KMMiUts),  and  that  he  would  not  sanction  it. 
Thy  did  the  gentleman  say  snoh  had  been  the 
policy  ponoea  by  the  Administration  for  a 
Kv  montha  paet  t  Why  did  he  not  B«y  for 
usrly  three  years  past!  Is  it  because,  in  the 
niean  time,  another  President  has  been  elected! 
I>  it  becaose  another  Administration,  in  part, 
hsB  soooeeded  to  the  former,  that  the  genUemon 
win  not  sanction  what  he  ezjwesBly  or  tacitly 
ipproved  under  that  fiumer  Adnunistration  t 
Is  that  the  reaaont 

That  gttitlematt.  and  also  others,  have  said, 
ftttHr.  Finnaatt  haa  given  a  pledge  to  Mexico, 
in  ease  of  war  on  t2iat  ooantry,  tha^  this  nation 
viD  "bear  the  brunt  of  the  eontest."  Hr. 
PAisett  haa  i^van  no  anch  {dodge— he  had  no 
Mllmi^  to  make  anch  a  one.  Mr.  Poinsett, 
it  b  admitted,  may  not  have  been  as  cautious 
nd  dear  in  hia  expressions,  as,  perhaps,  he 
OBgfat  to  bftTO  been.   He  aaj%  m  tmd  the 
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Mexican  Minister,  "that,  at  tn  the  event  of 
such  an  attempt--(aa  attempt  to  re-ooloniza 
l^xico,  and  overtorn  her  Govemmeot,  by  a 
war  a^inst  republican  nrinciples,  is  to  what 
Mr.  P„  in  my  opinicm,  alludes) — ^in  such  an  at- 
tempt," says  Itr.  Poinsett,  "  we  wonld  be  com- 
pelled to  take  the  moet  activepart,  and  to  bear 
the  brunt  of  the  contest."  Were  we  pledged 
to  Mexico  to  do  so !  No,  sir.  Are  we  com- 
pelled, by  any  treaty,  with  any  power,  to  do 
80  ?  No,  sir.  Mr.  Poinsett,  clearly,  has  allu- 
sion to  tiie  dedaration  of  Mr.  Monrbe,  that  our 
own  self-preservation  would  impel  us  to  this 
oourse,  in  such  an  event.  That,  perhaps,  ia 
what  he  meant.  If  be  intended  to  go  further 
than  the  tane  policy  of  this  countiy,  in  each 
an  event,  wonla  call  for,  he  waa  wrong.  But 
who  can  tell  what  anoh  an  event  might  indnoa 
na  to  do  t  He  was  wrong,  perhapi,  to  use  tiie 
expresnon,  withoat  defining  its  extent  and 
meaning ;  unless,  indeed,  Mexico  understood  it 
to  stop  at  the  point  I  have  mentioned.  The 
gentieman  from  South  Oarolina  (Mr.  Hamilton) 
has  read  a  part  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Poinaett,  in  which  allusion  is  also 
made  to  the  declaration  in  the  President's 
Messfloe  of  the  2d  December,  1628;  and  I, 
with  that  gentleman,  think  that  it  is  sufficient 
to  show,  without  further  evidence,  that  the 
aUudcma  of  Mr.  Poinsett  wen  to  the  policy  laid 
down  in  that  Hessa^ ;  and,  I  preenme,  that, 
if  the  present  Administration  have  s^d  or  done 
any  thing  in  relation  to  that  subject,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
principles  and  policy  of  that  declaration.  Gen- 
tlemen, he  believed,  were  mistaken,  in  suppos- 
ing that  Mr.  Poinsett  had  pv&n  any  sach 

Sledge.  The  fact  of  the  Mexican  Minister 
aving  refused  to  sign  the  treaty,  because  lb:. 
Poinsett  would  not  make  the  pledge,  ousbt  to 
be  conclusive,  that  he  neither  has  made,  nor 
intended  to  make,  such  a  pledge—he  had  no 
power  to  make  it. 

Gentiemen  talk  about  Hie  Preddent'a  making 
promises;,  dm.,  which  nuqr  involve  us  in  difficul- 
ties, as  if  he  had  either  the  power  or  the  inclmai- 
.  tion  to  do  so.  Sir,  what  can  thePreridoitdof 
Suppose  the  allied  sovereigns  shonld  make 
war  on  repnblloan  prindplea,  and  oommenee 
their  c^ieratinu  in  Mexico,  or  in  any  other 
war  that  shall  be  or  may  be  contemplated, 
tending  to  endanger  our  country,  what  does 
his  duty  require  of  him  to  do  t  It  is  his  bounden 
duty  to  watch  the  movements  of  any  and  all 
countries  tiiat  shall  exhibit  or  indicate  such  an 
intention,  and  communicate  to  this  House  the 
facta ;  and  it  is  our  place  and  our  duty  to  adopt 
Buoh  measurea  aa  shall  effiMtaally  and  e£S(dent< 
ly  defend  our  oonnttr.  This  ia  all  he  can  (to 
hi  snoh  an  avwt,  and  it  ia  all  that  he  will  do- 
he  will  not  transoend  bis  rights,  by  taking 
upon  himself  more  than  belongs  to  him.  It 
remains  for  us  to  ^iprove  or  oisqiprove  the 
measures  he  may  recommend,  or  to  adopt  saoh 
others,  in  thdr  stead,  as  onr  Jndgmenta  shall 
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I,  fin*  one,  tm  not  preparted  to  tal»  bftok 
the  deolaration  thog  inade  bj  Hr.  Ifoiroe— « 
deolaralioiL  foonded.  I  repeat,  with  a  view  to 
oar  own  safet;'  and  the  defence  of  our  own  oonn- 
tej ;  with  a  view  to  the  perpetuation  of  onr  own 
independence  and  onr  own  happineu,  against 
the  oombined  aggressions  of  the  ailied  toter- 
eiffiu  of  Eorope ;  and  not  made  with  a  view  of 
forming  entangling  alllanoes,  on  onr  part,  with 
any  nation.  A  happy  and  glorious  result  has 
been  produced;  the  allied  powers  relinquished 
all  father  deaigna  agunst  America— Korth 
and  South :  the  dango-  la  gone  I7— I,  fat  one, 
will  not  take  it  baek,  and  tell  tiie  allied  tovBt- 
tiffu  and  the  world  it  meant  notUng. 

Mr.  HoDdttu  atai  he  should  be  Borry  if  the 
intention  of  the  House  ^onld  be  defeated  hj  a 
mere  qnestion  al>ont  form.  For  hlmad^  he 
oonsidered  it  as  of  little  orauequenee,  whether 
the  inquiry  was  made  by  the  Oonmiittee  of 
Foreign  Relations  or  by  the  House.  It  was  of 
mnoh  more  importance  that  the  Inqairy,  in 
whatever  mode  it  might  be  preaented,  ahoold 
cover  the  whole  ground.  He  bad  noobjeotions 
that  it  should  be  made  spe<ufic,  if  that  form 
waa  prefaired  by  any  gentleman,  but,  in  that 
ease,  it  ahonld  be  aooompanied  by  a  general 
modifloaUon  as  to  diwdosures  ii^juriona  to  the 
wtblio  good.  He,  therefore,  soggMted  to  his  col- 
league the  e^>edien<^  of  moduying  his  amend- 
ment, by  addmg  "  such  parts  of  the  answer  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  Ur.  Poinsett's  letter 
to  Mr.  Olay,  dated  Mexico,  26th  September, 
1626,  and  numbered  22,  as  relate  to  a  tuppotea 
of  the  United  States,"  and  adding  to  it  the 
worda  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Kr.  InoBiB,)  80  that  the  whide  should  read : 

*^JU»olmt,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  reqaested  to  truamit  to  this  House  a 
eopy  of  Bach  parts  of  the  answer  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter  to  Mr.  Clay,  dated 
Kexico,  S8th  September,  1825,  and  nombered  22, 
aa  relate  to  a  mipomi  jpit^  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  sbo,  to  Infum  the  House  whether  the  Uidted 
States  have,  in  any  manner,  made  any  pledge  to 
the  Ckivemmenta  of  Mexico  and  South  America, 
that  the  United  States  would  not  permit  the  intei^ 
letence  of  any  fordgn  power  with  the  independ- 
ence or  fimn  of  Oovemmeot  of  those  natiwis ;  and, 
If  ao,  when?  in  what  nannert  and  to  whi^  ox- 
tentr" 

Ur,  HxiciLtOH  expressed  his  williognees  to 
Aooept  of  this  aa  a  modification  of  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MoD.  proceeded :  One  word,  rir,  to  the 
Mutleman  mm.  Kntnoky,  (ICr.  F.  Johhboh.) 
That  gentleman  anumea  that  the  Message  of 
Fnai&nt  Ifonroe  doea,  in  eflbot,  operate  as  a 
pledge  that  the  United  Stetea  will,  by  force,  if 
neoessaiT,  redat  any  attempt  at  inteiftrenoe 
with  the  Independenoe  <rf  the  South  American 
States. 

jliere  Mr.  Jomrsoir  enresaed  dissent] 
Sir,  I  will  not  now  go  into  an  examination  of 
the  Message  of  President  Monroe,  but  I  solemnly 
enter  my  protest  against  any  anch  oonstmction 


of  thatMeMam,astliatthe  United  Statea  ar« 
bound  to  aena  to  the  Bonth  American  States, 
and  enter  into  treaties  to  aid  them.  If  aaoh  ia 
the  oonstmotion  put  upon  that  Message  by  the 
present  Administration  of  the  Government,  I 
disoldm  and  protest  agunst  it 

Mr.  Woooa,  of  Ohio,  thou^t  it  would  lie 
more  proper  to  call  on  the  President  of  Uia 
United  States  for  tiiis  infonnation,  tlian  to  ob- 
tuQ  it  through  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. The  Ezeontive  is  the  proper  branch 
of  this  Government  to  pve  information  tonch- 
ing  the  fbrdgn  rdationa  of  the  oonntiy. 

abt.  F.  Jomnoir  observed,  In  r^y  to  lb. 
MoDumi,  that  he  thought  he  had  said  that 
the  Message  of  Present  Monroe  did  not  pledge 
this  Government  to  anybody:  but  that  the  deo- 
laration  had  been  made  under  a  sense  of  our 
own  rights,  and  with  the  intent  that  others 
should  remember  them.  I  sud  that  tbw  decla- 
ration had  had  the  most  salutary  effects.  Sir, 
it  had — the  declaration  has  answered  its  object 
— ^it  has  had  the  e£Ebot  that  was  intended.  I 
consider  it  a  credit  to  the  oountry,  and  I  am 
not  prepared  to  take  back  any  part  it. 

Mr.  PowKLL  said,  if  be  undwrtoodtiie  amend- 
ment, as  now  modmed,  it  was,  in  substance,  the 
same  as  that  which  he  had  himself  offered,  and 
he  oonid  assure  the  House  tiiat  he  had  no  sudi 
partiality  for  his  own  resolution  as  to  perplex 
the  House  by  insisting  on  their  determining 
wliioh  they  should  adopt;  believing  the  amend- 
ment to  be,  in  fact,  equal  to  his  own,  he  ahoold 
very  heartily  acquiesce,  should  it  be  sanctioned 
by  tiie  House.  His  object  was  not  to  criminate 
anybody.  He  had,  however,  an  ulterior  object 
in  presenting  hb  resolution  to  the  House— an 
object  directiy  the  reverse  of  that  desired  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson.) 
He  wishes  the  pledge  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  be  reo- 

Xized  and  aobend  to ;  I  wish  tliat,  if  any 
Ige  is  supposed  to  have  been  i^ven  by  "Hi. 
tlonroe,  this  House  shall  prostrate  such  a 
pledge,  and  procl^m  to  the  world  that  they  do 
not  hold  it  lawftilly  made,  or  binding  on  the 
oountry.  If,  in  answer  to  onr  inquiry,  the  Ex- 
ecutive shall  say  that  the  oountry  is  pledged, 
I  shall  then  move  that  this  Honae  disavow  moh 
an  understanding. 

Yet,  I  do  not  say  that  the  United  States  shall 
never  resist,  by  force,  an  interference,  howevar 
violent  or  daneerous,  witii  the  South  American 
States ;  but  I  do  not  choose  to  pledge  this  Gov- 
ernment to  any  alliance  beforehand^  When 
such  a  oaae  ahul  arise  as  will  Jostify  it,  let  w 
interpose  by  the  strrag  hand  of  power;  but,  in 
the  meanwhile,  let  us  remain  fnb  flmn  all 
pledges  of  alliances. 

Mr.  Ykbplanok  suggested,  that  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  MoDcFrn  should  be  modified,  by 
substitoting  for  the  words  "  supposed  pledge,** 
the  words  "  the  pledge  tiier^  mentioned.'* 

Mr.  MoDttffib  aocepted  tlds  modiflcotioi^ 
and,  thus  modified — 

Mr.  PowKLL  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
IfoDvmB,  and  adt^ited  it  as  his  own. 
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[Hm  qoMtiui,  tharefora,  frran  thiB  point  in 
fta  dtbvte,  ww  between  llr.  Powxll'b  mola- 
tkeand  that  of  Mr  Wiokuftk.] 

Mr.  Vebplahok,  after  thanking  the  gentleman 
from  P«inBylTania,  (Mr.  Bci^ana}!,)  for  his 
rapport  of  the  amendment,  as  at  first  offered, 
bf  himself  and  stating  th&t  Mr.  B.  had  anUci- 
{oted  him  in  some  of  his  views,  which  he  there- 
fore would  not  repeat,  said,  tliat  the  question 
DOT  was,  whrther  the  inqniry  shall  go  to  a 
OoDunittee  of  the  Hoasa,  or  to  the  Prendent  ot 
the  United  States.  He  Utooght  the  gentleman 
from  Peons jrlyania  had  rtry  clearly  uown  that 
the  fint  of  these  conrses  was,  on  many  ao- 
oonnts,  to  be  {wefbrred.  He  should  not  r^ieat 
the  argnmeots  br  which  that  gentleman  bad  so 
aUy  sDpported  his  posiUon.  There  was  me 
oUier  groond  on  which  it  might  be  maiotadned, 
and  wbidi  he  belteTwl  the  gentleman  had  not 
sdTerted  to.  The  gentleman  from  Eentncky 
(Mr.  JoHvsox)  has  said  that  the  danger  is  over ; 
and  he  sajs  troly — the  foreign  danger  is  over. 
Bat  still  tbwe  is  aiiother  dai^^  at  home :  the 
dsnger  of  {Mnoedente  in  interpreting  the  oooiti- 
tntioD. 

The  late  President  of  the  Vnited  States  had 
made  a  pabUo  decUratioD  in  his  Messsge  to  the 
Hons^  which  was  right  and  Jnst  in  itseU;  and 
was  hnled  1^  tiie  wude  Amencan  people  with 
great  athonasm ;  aqd  it  was  Bapportedf  as  far 
as  neeMsary,  by  tiie  anthwities  «  the  oonntry. 
But,  Its  terms  were  very  vwoe  and  indefinite 
.— jMirfaaps  parposelT  so,  that  It  might  not  com- 
mit the  eoontry.  Bat,  tiioagh  thas  indefinite 
ia  iCsd^  it  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, where  it  assonied  a  verj  different  form.  It 
was  used  by  oar  lUnisters  abroad,  and  con- 
sidered ot  so  definite  a  character  as  to  be  bar- 
gained on  in  obtaining  commercial  privilMes. 

Kow,  sir,  I  open  the  constitution,  and  f  ask, 
where  is  the  power,  on  the  part  of  the  Execn- 
tive  Denartment  of  this  Government,  to  ^ve 
any  snon  ple^  I  I  find  that  Oonness  has  the 
power  to  dedara  war,  and  the  FMsident  to 
make  treaties;  bat  I  find  no  power  ^vm  to  the 
President  to  commit  the  natun  to  any  {ve-de- 
tennined  line  of  policy. 

But  gentlemen  aay  uie  honor  of  the  country  is 
committed — a  bargain  has  been  made  on  this 
pledge.  Well,  sir,  snppoee  some  ooexpected 
state  of  things  shonld  arise  in  the  internal  coa- 
eeraa  <rf  these  South  American  Republic^ ;  sap- 
pose,  for  example,  that  one  of  toe  provinces 
■hoold  reeist  the  authority  of  the  new  Groveni- 
Bwnt,  on  a  qaestiOD,  perhaps,  oonoeming  the 
introdoetioa  d  leligioaa  liberty,  (and  that  is  a 
^>ic  on  which  oar  Government  seems  peou- 
ButoBS,)  and  in  tJbis  Juncture  of  anirs, 
the  GoTemnwDt  ot  that  BepnbHo  should  call  <m 
tins  Government  to  redeem  its  pledge :  could 
*•  tarn  round  and  tell  them  that  no  pledge  had 
•*«  bera  givra  f  Gould  we  deny  to  them,  af- 
ter the  pledge  had  been  made  the  bans  of  a 
eomnwrdal  baif^ain,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  bad  no  authority  to  give  saoh  a 
pb^t  Sir,  thia  appear*  to  me  to  be  <«emoi» 
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step  towards  inorearing  the  power  of  the  Pres- 
ident, and  making  this  House  and  the  Senate  in 
elfeot  nothing— a  mere  registering  assembly  to 
give  a  formal  sanction  to  the  decrees  of  the 
Executive. 

Sir,  I  would  say  to  these  Governments  at 
onoe,  that  no  formal  pledge  had  heen  given,  or 
ooald  be  given^  by  the  President ;  that,  in  the 
declaration  referred  to,  the  Oovemment  had 
done  wisely,  perhaps,  bat  nothing  more;  ho- 
yond  a  declaration  the  Executive  had  no'right 
to  go.  Sir,  do  not  let  us  deceive  foreign  Gov- 
ernments, nor  let  them  be  deceived. 

Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  have  any 
great  terror  on  the  subject  of  usurpation — ^but 
step  by  step,  we  may  go  on  until  we  alter  the 
oonstiitutton.  It  is  in  this  way  that  Govon- 
ments  become  changed  by  the  lapse  of  time, 
and  assume  at  length  an  entirely  new  charac- 
ter. New  power  is  gradually  given  as  to  for- 
eign politics,  and  at  last  we  become  entangled 
in  foreign  alliances. 

This,  too,  might  be  a  very  proper  occasion 
for  this  Hoase  to  express  its  views  as  to  the 
posture  of  this  ooantfy  in  relation  to  the  na- 
tions  of  both  continents.  And  while,  on  the 
one  band,  we  give  notice  that  we  shall  repel  all 
aggression  on  the  liberties  of  this  continent,  we 
may,  vitii  great  delitwration,  take  ground  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  we  will  not  go.  We  may 
make  this  point  a  rallying  point  for  the  consti- 
tution. But  where  can  we  take  this  stand  but 
on  a  report  of  a  committee  of  this  House  t 
Gentlemen  wish  us  to  call  on  the  President  to 
give  us  fbU  information  on  the  subject  of  this 
supposed  pledge— well,  sir,  supposing  be  does 
BO — will  this  enable  us  to  get  any  expression  by 
the  people  of  their  sense  of  their  own  rights? 
No,  sir.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  residntim 
will  pass  in  its  original  form. 

Mr.  Bbid  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amend-  ■ 
ment.  We  wish  to  ask  for  information,  and, 
sir,  where  is  it?  Sir,  the  Prerfdent  alone  has 
got  it ;  and  why  should  we  ask  him  through 
a  committee  f  Is  it  in  order  that  that  commit- 
tee may  express  its  view  of  the  conduct  of  this . 
Government,  with  respect  to  pledges  ?  Is  that 
the  object  turned  at  ?  Sir,  this  may  be  proper, 
or  not>— bat  let  as  get  the  information — let  us 
get  it  in  a  direct  form — not  by  any  circuitous 
mode — ^not  accompanied  by  glosses  and  com- 
mentaries which  may  render  its  meaning  doubt- 
ftil.  It  is  very  possible  I  may  go  with  the  gen- 
.  tieman  from  New  York  in  his  views  of  what 
we  ought  to  declare  on  the  subject  of  the  South 
American  States ;  bnt  to  assume,  grataitonsly, 
befote  any  answer  is  given,  that  it  Till  be  of 
saoh  and  such  a  kind,  and  that  then  we  must 
do  so  and  80^  is  in  my  jndgmffiit  wholly  im- 
proper. 

Mr.  GooK  thought  that,  whether  this  Gov- 
ernment, as  a  Government,  had  acted  right  or 
not,  in  making  a  certain  declaration  at  a  former 
period,  was  what  need  not  now  be  inquired 
mto :  beeiiig  that  the  latest  official  act  of  the 
Government  has  declared  expressly  that  oar 
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Commiasionen  have  no  power,  bj  their  instrao* 
tions,  to  oompromit  we  nentrali^  of  this 
oonntrj,  why  anonld  we  aeA  anr  tluna  to  the 
ooDtrary  of  a  previous  date.  And  bendes,  does 
not  the  SecretAiy  of  State,  in  his  answer  to 
Salazar,  disavow  that  this  Oovemment  is  to 
make  any  foreign  allianoes  ?  Sir,  I  am  opposed 
to  send  to  a  committee  of  this  Honse  for  an 
elaborate  report  on  the  relations  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  all  time  to  come.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared for  a  long  string  of  reaolntions  which  can 
excite  debate  and  do  no  good.  Besolations  of 
this  kind,  though  entitl^  to  respect,  are  bat 
tilings  of  a  moment,  and  have  little  effect  on 
our  snocessora.  I  want  merelj  the  information 
now  asked  for.  I  would,  however,  suggest  a 
modifioatlon  of  the  reaolntion  bj  insertmg  the 
words  "  or  otherwise,"  after  those  wUch  speak 
of  a  pledge  bting  (pven  acc<n^ing  to  tiie  consti- 
tution. According  to  the  eonsUtution,  we  know 
that  the  £xeoative  coold  give  no  such  pledge — 
he  has  not  the  power.  But  if  we  ask  whether 
a  pledge  has  been  given,  whether  conatitntion- 
alfy  "  or  otherwise,"  the  fact,  if  it  has  hep- 
pened,  most  come  out.  If  any  such  |>ledge  has 
been  given  by  Mr.  Uonroe,  it  is  oertunly  a  de- 
parture from  his  owu  policy;  and  if  by  the 
present  Executive,  it  is  agaiiwt  the  very  last  act 
of  his  in  rdation  to  these  Sonth  American  Be- 
pubUcs. 

Mr,  FoBBTTH  thought  that  any  anch  clause 
was  anuecessary.  There  is  but  one  mode  by 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  StatM  can 
be  [hedged  to  any  aot  or  course  of  policy,  and 
that  is  according  to  the  oonstitntion.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  I  object  to  having  this  inquiry 
directed  to  the  President.  Sir,  will  you  ask  the 
President  whether  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  pledged  ?  And  what  will  be  his 
answer  f  Can  he  send  us  a  treaty!  No,  sir,  he 
has  none  to  send.  That  he  has  none,  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that  we  are  invited,  according  to  his 
opinion  the  Invitation,  to  go  to  a  designated 
place  to  make  one.  Why,  then,  will  you  go  to 
the  Preudent?  The  Minister  has  held  official 
language — that  is  phun ;  and  what,  is  his 
language  worth  t  It  is  worth  as  much  as  the 
offid^l  language  of  an  American  Minister  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  Do  you  a^  what  was 
his  authority  for  using  this  laugoage  ?  He  used 
it  by  virtue  of  his  plenipotentiary  powers,  and 
under  the  instmctions  of  his  Chief.  Has  not 
the  President  sent  to  this  House  documents 
which  produce  everywhere  the  deepest  impres- 
^on  f  And  are  they  not  fully,  and  In  every 
particular,  a  justification  of  suoh  language  as 
oar  Minister  has  held  t  It  is  the  language  of 
the  Sewetary  <rf  Btaj» :  he,  too,  speaks  to  the 
Amerioan  nations  of  the  memorable  pledge  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  What  will 
yon  go  to  the  President  for  ?  Do  you  wish  to 
know  if  the  language  is  justified  by  the  spirit 
of  his  instmctioos  t  Sir,  it  must  be.  Some 
f[entlemen,  perhaps,  may  find  arguments  to  sat- 
isfy themselves  that  the  langoo^  is  not  Justified 
to  its  whole  extent ;  but  nothing  short  of  the 
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recall  of  the  IGnister  can  aatisfy  this  nation 
that  the  langnagB  la  not  approved.  Sur,  the 
langua^  of  a  Minister  baranieithing — it  goes  for 
something.  He  says  we  u'e  pieced ;  we  ore 
called  on  to  redeem  the  pledge ;  and  he  has 
given  to  the  Mexican  Government  such  assnr* 
ances  that  they  infer  we  will  fulfil  this  pledge^ 
A  question  then  presents  itself^-hy  what  pow- 
er has  the  President  acted?  Where  is  the 
sanction  of  such  an  act  in  the  constitution  t 
Has  the  Exeootive  trenched  on  the  powers  of 
this  Honse  and  of  the  Senate?  Bir,  it  is  a 
grave  inquiry,  and  one  which  it  is  proper,  on 
every  account,  should  tie  submitted  to  »  com- 
mittee. 

Sir,  I  am  agreeably  surprised  to  aee  the  in* 
terest  which  this  matter  has exdted ;  yetlcan- 
not  but  be  surprised.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  &  the  official  organ  to  enrees 
the  will  and  guard  the  interettawtiie  peopein 
their  intercourse  with  foreign  powers. 

Is  it  strange  he  should  presume  to  call  a  mes- 
sage to  this  House,  not  disapproved,  a  pledge  ? 
How  often  have  we  been  told  tiiat  the  mere 
report  of  a  branch  of  an  Executive  Department 
was  adopted,  and  bound  this  House  and  the 
Executive,  because  an  appropriation  had  been 
made  to  execute  a  part  of  it  t  Has  not  an  act 
been  passed,  whidi  recogoiEes  as  contemplated 
a  great  system  of  internal  hnprovement,  iqkhi 
which  tiiere  has  been  neither  rote  nor  exami- 
nation by  Oougress?  There  i&  a  still  deeper 
example :  a  law  has  been  construed  and  exe- 
cuted, not  according  to  the  law  itself  but  ac- 
cording to  the  construction  contained  in  the 
Message  of  a  former  Pre«dent  of  the  United 
States--the  Slave  act;  and  this,  because  the 
construction  was  not  disapproved  by  Gongress. 
Important  consequences  followed  this  constmc- 
tion :  large  sums  of  money  were  spent — a  war 
ensued — and  one  hundred  human  victims  per- 
ished on  a  barren  and  distant  ^ore.  Is  it  sor- 
prising  that  the  President  should  now  moke  a 
similar  presumption,  in  a  case  rimilar,  altbous^ 
not  so  strong?  In  1828,  a  President  of  Ue 
United  States  made  a  very  important  and  strik- 
ing declaration  on  the  anl^eetof  our  future  ptA- 
ioy  in  relation  to  the  South  American  States. 
No  disapprobation  was  expressed  by  Congress; 
and  therefore,  it  is  considered  as  approved,  and 
as  a  fair  expression  of  the  will  of  Oougress. 
Sir,  I  object  to  all  such  inferences ;  but  these 
are  more  defensible  in  our  foreign  intercourse 
than  at  home.  Permit  me  to  bring  the  UtCta 
on  this  subject  before  the  House.  I  was  at  that 
time  present  in  the  House ;  and  I  confess  that, 
when  the  Message  wu  rrad,  I  was  starUed  at 
its  boldness.  It  was  ao  di^rent  from  the  or* 
dlnary  tone  of  that  gentleman's  oonunnnloation^ 
that  we  were  at  a  loss  to  account  for  it.  But, 
ur,  the  myrtwy  was  soon  explained.  We  soon 
saw,  that,  however  bold  this  declaration  might 
appear  to  be,  there  had  been  no  imprudence  in 
making  it,  because  there  was,  in  fact,  no  dan- 
ger. This  declaration  foUowed  a  determination 
of  another  GoTemment.  That  Qovanimont  had 
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dtdmd  to  the  t>ther  oabioets  of  Europe,  by  an 
offidal  ooaTerution  with  Fnnoe^  that  it  would 
not  aee,  with  indifference,  any  iDterfereoce 
Tith  Spanish  America,  and  oar  deduction 
cune  in  tagxinff  behind  that  official  conTersa- 
tioQ.  The  declaration  itself,  was,  I  believe, 
{raflraUy  qiproved  in  this  country.  Sir,  I  ap- 
proTe  of  it  myself,  if  it  is  rightly  trnderstood, 
trat  I  strongly  oiawprove  of  it,  if  it  commits  to 
lay  alHance  with  toe  Bonth  American  Govem- 
uoitB.  I  will  now,  however,  resnme  the  his- 
tory at  what  paased  in  the  Honae.  A  gentle- 
BBin  from  Kaitneky,  thinking  that  QtiB  deda- 
ntion  of  the  President  was  only  a  declaration 
of  the  Preudent,  introduced  a  resolution  cor- 
reqNmding  in  tone  with  the  language  in  the 
Keasage.  It  is  in  these  words : 

"  ituolim^  4re.  That  the  people  of  these  States 
vodd  not  Bee,  without  serious  inqnletude,  any  for- 
able  ioterpcMition  by  the  Allied  Powen  of  Europe, 
ID  the  behalf  of  Spain,  to  reduce  to  their  former 
Mljeetira  tboee  parts  of  the  coDtioent  of  America 
wudi  hare  prooaimed  and  efltabUsbed  for  them- 
sdTcs,  nepeetirely,  indepeodent  GoTernmeats,  and 
whidi  hare  ben  solemnly  recogidied  by  the 
United  States." 

The  reaohitltHi  took  the  ordina^  course :  it 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  (a  the  whole 
House  oo  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  there  it 
•lept  nn^  the  last  day  of  the  sessioiu  The  gen- 
tleman thus  distinctly  stated  that,  as  there  was 
not  the  remotest  danger  that  the  contingency 
ccHitemplated  in  the  resolution  would  actually 
take  place,  he  had  not  colled  it  up.  Sir,  the 
meaning  of  this  declaration  was  in  nowise  con- 
tingent or  doubtful;  it  was  perfectly  under- 
itood  without  the  protest  whicn  the  honorable 
gratlemanfromMassacbusettsaayshe  then  made, 
(and  which  I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  hear,) 
•nd  that  of  a  gentleman  frora  Vif|;inia,  not  now  in 
lusaeat ;  it  was  perfectly  understmd  by  the  House 
■a  nothing  mtre  than  a  mere  declaration.  The 
Goremmeat,  it  seems,  has  nnce  occasioned  it 
to  become  something  more,  and  the  object  of 
the  present  resolution,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to 
Kduce  this  formidable  pledge  hack  to  its  ori^- 
importance  as  a  mere  declaration  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

If  gentlemen  suppose  that  any  thing  we  shall 
fct  from  the  President  will  put  it  in  a  different 
hght,  the  resolution  ought  to  be  directed  to 
the  n^ddent  I  do  not,  and  I  trust,  therefore, 
tlut  the  amendmeot  will  be  rejected,  and  that 
the  n^mnal  motion  wlU  prevail. 

Hr.  jfiixiHT  Roid,  that  it  sooned  to  him  the 
KK>lnti(Hi  was  not  understood.  The  real  point 
of  inqoirr  was,  by  what  authority  Mr.  Poinsett 
ud  made  the  declaratiou  in  question  to  the 
Mexican  Vinister.  Now,  the  matter  seemed  to 
^  VMlerBtood  in  a  different  way.  An  entirely 
diAinet  qoestitm  hod  been  substituted  for  the 
f^Vnal  loquiiT,  and  the  reaolntion  had  been  so 
*oried,  that  ho  doubted  if  it  woold  he  of  any 
Ve  an  now,  it  seems,  to  inquire  if  the 
United  ftstes  have  ginm  9bj  ^edge  reoognixsd 
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by  theoonstitotion,tothoseGoTeniments.  But 
we  deny  that  the  ExeeoMve  can  pledge  the 
United  States.  We  suppose,  from  the  papers, 
that  oar  Minister  pretended  to  give  a  pledge, 
which  neither  be  nor  the  FnSrident  had  a  right 
to  ^ve.  We  deny  that  any  pledge  can  consti- 
tutionally exist,  at  all ;  and.  If  it  has  been  given, 
what  we  want  to  know  is,  by  what  anthority. 

Mr.  Wbioht  said  he  rose  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
FoBBTTH.)  From  the  gentleman's  spefech  on 
this  subject,  on  Saturday,  a  report  of  wtuch  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  it  spears,  be  was  then  of 
c^ion,  the  inquiry  should  be  directed  to  the 
nendent  He  thought  then  the  committee  had 
no  infiumation  to  ^ve,  I  thought  he  was  cor- 
rect thai,  and  I  agreed  with  him.  Kow  he 
thinks  we  ought  to  direct  the  inquiry  to  the 
committee  t  What  has  effected  this  change  in 
his  mind  t  Has  any  thin^  transpired  in  the  in- 
terim to  effect  it?  It  is  sudaen.  I  do  not 
know,  and  cannot  imagine,  what  has  effected 
it,  and  I  cannot  cbaime  too.  I  must  agree  with 
the  opinion  expressed  on  Saturday,  with  which 
I  ctmcurred,  uidess  I  too  can  see  some  cause  for 
duDge,  or  be  advised  that  the  committee  has 
anrmore  information  than  it  then  had. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH,  who  Just  returned  into  the  hall, 
said,  that  the  occidental  absence  from  the  House 
for  a  moment,  had  prevented  him  from  hearing 
what  bad  been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Wbioht.)  A  mutual  Mend  had  jnat  in- 
formed him  uiat  the  gentleman  bad  spoken  of 
a  difference  between  uie  opinion  of  Mr.  F.  on 
this  discQBsion  and  in  the  discussion  of  Saturday. 
No  such  difference  existed.  His  opinion  of 
Saturday  had  undei^ne  no  change.  The  gen- 
tleman bad  probably  been  misl^  by  judgii]# 
of  his  (Mr.  F.  s)  opinions  by  what  was  published 
for  him,  and  not  from  what  he  had  spoken  for 
himself.  He  requested  that  gentlemen  would 
hereafter  confine  their  remarks  to  what  he  had 
said,  and  not  to  what  was  reported  for  I^. 
Language  and  sentiments  were  frequently  im- 
puted to  him,  never  uttered  or  conceived  by 
him.  In  one  of  the  public  Journals  of  this  city, 
(the  National  Journal)  the  errors  were  so  fre- 
quent and  so  remarkable,  as  to  induce  him  al- 
most to  fear  that  he  was  purposely  misrepre- 
sented. He  had  not  complained,  as  he  was 
not  answerable  for  the  errors  of  the  reporter. 
In  the  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  (the 
JVo^enac  InUlli^neer^  h\%  remarks,  when  he 
first  addressed  uie  Honse,  were  reported  with 
sabstantial  aconrai?.  His  explanatory  remarks 
were  altf^ther  mistaken.  He  had  said  that 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  had  no  in- 
formation to  give  to  the  House.  But  that  he 
m^snmed  that  thede^reof  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  was,  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  the  propriety  of  the  language  nsed  by  our 
Minister,  and  of  the  instructioDs  on  which  it 
was  founded ;  and  that  if  that  was  his  wish,  he 
ought  to  make  the  language  of  his  resolution 
more  specific.  It  would  then  present  a  very 
important  9;aeBtion.  The  rescdution  had  rinoe 
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been  modified,  and  it  doea  now  present  a  very 
important  qnestion.  That,  air,  Is  mj  opinion 
to-day— 4t  was  my  opinion  on  Saturday  last. 
I  am  persuaded  tbat  neither  the  Committee  of 
Forei^  Relations  nor  the  President  of  the 
United  States  hare  any  information  to  give  the 
Honse,  of  which  it  is  not  already  possessed. 

Mr.  XjItikoston  s^d,  that  he  was  so  very 
nnfortnnate  as  not  to  be  able  to  vote  for  either 
of  the  two  resolnticms  before  the  House.  One 
of  those  resolutions  requiree  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  AflUrs  to  faiqntre  whether,  in  any  man- 
ner, according  to  the  constitution,  a  ^let^e  has 
been  given  by  this  Government,  thi^  it  will  aid 
tlie  South  American  States  in  a  oertiun  oonttn- 
genoy.  Now,  sir,  the  only  constitational  way 
of  givinff  any  pledge  of  this  kiod  is  by  treaty. 
But  we  have  no  trwity.  We  know  this  already. 
But  this  is  not  the  real  object  of  the  House. 
The  real  object  of  the  inquiry  grows  out  of  the 

fapers  which  have  been  sabmittctd  to  us.  What 
want  to  know  is,  whether  our  Minister  has 
been  instructed  to  nve  any  pledge.  I  do  not 
want  to  know  wfae&er  any  oonUvet  exists  by 
wbieh  he  was  eonstitntionaily  authorized  to  use 
tiie  langoage  he  did,  but  whether  he  wa^i- 
thorized  lu  any  manner  whatever.  Unless^is 
expression  is  altered  I  cannot  vote  for  either  of 
the  resolutions.  The  subject  I  consider  as  one 
of  high  import.  This  Hoiue  ought  to  know — 
this  nation  ought  to  know — whether  the  Got- 
emment  of  the  United  States  recognizes  any 
such  pledge  as  tbat -referred  to  by  Mr.  Poinsett. 
Without  saying  what  ought  to  be  the  conduct 
of  this  House,  I  wish  first  that  we  shonld  have 
the  information.  As  the  resolutions  are  now 
framed,  we  ask  a  qneation  that  can  only  be 
Vtaswerad  In  tin  neniive.  We  ask  if  a  oonsti- 
tntional  pledge  has  men  given.  Why,  lir,  the 
President  will,  of  course,  answer  "  No.  You 
know  ttiat  a  oonstitntional  pledge  can  only  he 
given  by  a  treaty,  as  well  as  I  do.*^ 

Mr.  Powell  said  he  was  satisfied  that  gentle- 
men would  defeat  their  own  object,  and  he 
therefore  suggested  to  the  geptleman  from 
South  Carolina,  the  omitdrai  m  the  words, 
oonstitntional  manner." 
Mr.  MoDtrpriB  assoited,  and  these  words 
were  stricken  out. 

Mr.  WiOKum  said  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  was  to  cMirider  himself  as  the  par- 
ent of  the  resolution  in  its  present  shape,  or 
only  as  its  eod-father.  It  was  very  immaterial 
to  him  which.  But  he  wished  to  have  a  look 
at  another  document;  and  he  therefore  moved 
to  add  the  following  amendment  at  the  end  of 
the  resolution : 

"  And,  also,  to  commttnieate  to  this  Hoose  a  eopj 
of  the  commaidcstion  from  oar  IGnister  st  Mexico, 
ia  which  he  informed  the  Oovernmeat  of  the  United 
States  that'  the  Mexican  Government  called  upon 
this  Government  to  fulfil  the  memorable  pledge," 
&c. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  without  oppo- 
ntion,  and  the  wbole  reaolntion  thus  amended, 
mdaalfdlowa: 


"Muohti,  Thai  the  PMrident  of  the  Citfted 
States  be  requested  to  transmit  to  this  Howe  a 
copy  of  Bocb  parts  of  the  answer  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  Xr.  FoinseU's  letter  to  Mr.  Cby,  dated 
Mexico,  S8th  September,  1826,  and  nnmbered  22, 
SB  relates  to  the  pledge  of  the  United  SUtca 
therda  mentioned ;  ud,  also,  to  Infonn  tUs  Honse 
wbether  the  United  States  nave,  In  any  manner, 
made  any  pledge  to  the  Governments  of  Mexico 
and  South  America,  that  the  United  States  would 
not  permit  the  interference  of  any  foreign  power 
with  the  Independence  or  form  of  goveniment  of 
those  natioDi ;  and,  if  so,  when  f  tn  what  manncrt 
and  to  what  extent  t  And,  also,  to  commnnlcala 
to  this  House  a  copy  of  tkt  communicatioa  from 
onr  Vinister  at  Mexico,  in  which  he  informed  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  tliat  the  Mexican 
Government  called  upon  this  Government  to  fulfil 
the  memorable  pledge  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes,  in  his  Message  to  Congreaa  of  De- 
cember, 1888." 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  made  a  question  of  order  wheth- 
er the  House  can  pass  upon  the  resolution  in 
this  form,  without  violating  that  rule  which 
directs  that  all  resolutions  pn^Msing  a  call  opon 
the  President  w  Heads  ttf  D^tartmenta  aboold 
lie  one  d^  upon  tiie  table. 

Tlte  Spuxkb  deeidad  that  the  r«w)liition  need 
not  lie. 

From  this  decision  JSt.  Fobstth  appealed  to 
the  Honse,  and  in  support  of  the  wpeal  ob- 
served, that  the  resolution  offered  on  Saturday, 
was  not  a  call  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  but  simply  a  direction  to  one  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House.  Aa  now 
modified,  it  has  beoome  a  call  nptm  0»  Execu- 
tive. 

Mr.  Oakbpill  observed,  that  the  restdntion 
had  already  been  considered  and  diseossed  tot 
two  days,  and  that,  thoefore,  the  apmt  ot  tba 
mle,  if  not  its  letter,  had  been  oompliad  with, 
and  if  every  alteration  in  a  resolnbon  obligai 
it  to  lie  one  day  longer,  any  rescdntioa  mi^t 
thns  be  indefinitely  postooned. 

The  deciuon  of  the  OhaiT  was  anatidiiedr— 
Ayes  112,  noes  41. 

Mr.  XsncBLB  suggested  the  proprie^  of  far- 
ther amending  the  resolntion,  by  inserting  the 
usual  restrictive  clause,  which  leaves  it  dis- 
cretionwy  with  the  Executive  to  oommnnicate 
only  so  much  of  a  paper  called  for  as  in  his 
opinion  may  not  be  inconnstent  with  the  pnb- 
Uo  interest;  but  he  made  no  motion  to  this 
effect. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  reaolntion,  as  amended,  and  detwimned 
in  the  affinnative,  by  yets  and  naya. 

And  then  the  House  a^Jonmed. 


TuunaT,  March  28. 
AmendmaU  of  (As  G<mHituUiyi\. 

Mr.  MoDnFFiB  moved  tbat  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  taka  into  ooumderation 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  eooatatutiott, 
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IB  Tditioii  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Tke  PrendffiDt. 

The  motion  prevailed — ajes  108,  noes  29. 

So  the  Hoose  reaolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tae  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Dwioht  in  the  ofaair,  on 
tbit  Bobjeet ;  and  it  was  farther  discassed  hy 
]tr.  Whutu,  Mr.  GuNSBT,  Mr.  Kkllooo,  Mr. 
WooHnranui,  and  Mr.  Mdtbb. 

WiDimDAT,  March  29. 

Tlie  following  resdntion,  yesterdv  feared 
)>j  Mr.  laACEa,  was  taken  np : 

"BtttMy  TbMi  the  Seeretarj  of  War  be  dt- 
neied  to  laj  belbn  this  Hoom,  copies  of  all  the 
conwyoiideiiee  between  that  depertmetit  and  taj 
Mmbera  of  Congreat,  since  the  fitst  daj  of  De- 
cember hst,  OQ  the  subject  of  an  examioatioo  of  • 
route  for  the  coatesiplated  National  Road  from 
WaiUagton  to  New  Oileana,  In  aucb  Erection, 
ttromgli  the  western  part  oi  Tennessee,  the  north- 
ern part  ot  Alabama,  and  the  State  of  MissUslppi, 
u  ritoold  be  foond  most  eligible,  wiUi  cO[»ea  of  the 
{nstraedons  to  the  engineers  on  ttiat  subject ;  and 
tHaa  to  inform  this  House,  whether  such  eiamina- 
tkia  hss  been  made,  w  is  now  making;  and.  If  not, 
vhn  nch  wuuniiiation  is  intended  to  be  made." 

Mr.  SnwABT  renewed  hia  motion  to  lay  the 
nsolution  on  the  table;  whioh  was  oirried, 
9ca  84,  noee  68. 

Ajiundmmt^  tAe  CtntUtutioft. 

The  House  then  went  into  Oomnrittee  of 
the  Vhole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr, 
Dwioht  in  the  ch^ ;  and,  on  motion  «  Mr. 
HcDumx,  took  np  tjlie  proposition  to  amend 
the  Coostitotion  of  the  United  States,  in  rela- 
tioB  to  the  eleetioD  ot  rii  tf  iiiiii  and  Vice 
Prendent 

Hr.  Homus  addreased  tlie  oommittee  at 

lengflL 

Mr.  Homauf  was  followed  bj  Mr.  Oook, 
who  was  in  &Tor  of  taking  the  Presidential 
■ledieo  tnm  the  House  of  BepreseotatiTes, 
but  was  i^^Msed  to  the  IMstriot  System.  He 
oaochkled  ft  abort  speech,  hj  offbriDg  the  fol- 
lowing, to  1M  added  to  the  first  branoh  of  Mr. 
Ib^DuTTia's  amendment : 

"And  as  wiU  aothwise  the  Toters  qualified  to 
vote  for  memben  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtivea 
of  the  ridted  States  hi  each  State,  to  vote  direetly, 
fe  sodi  Bisnner  aa  the  LegisUtare  thereof  shall  di- 
rect, for  the  afores^d  officers,  reserring  to  each 
Bute,  sfter  the  fkilure  to  make  a  choice  of  either 
of  tb«  sforeaidd  officers,  in  the  primary  decUon,  on 
tbe  priadple  that  such  primary  eiecUon  is  now 
■ada,  an  a^pHl  vole  In  sndi  eleotloo ;  and  tiiat  a 
ssawaailsM  be  aatboifaed,  in  each  Bt^  to  act  on 
the  afaccadd  amendments." 

Mr.  MdDutfis  requested  the  mover  to  con- 
«ot  to  withdraw  the  amendment,  on  which  he 
would  ranark  in  the  oonrae  of  his  general  re- 
ri^ ;  but  lb-.  Coos  wUbed  to  have  the  sense 
a  tiie  House  taken  on  tUs  amendment,  before 
it  VM  takiB  on  tha  mtia  jjxafoA^on, 


[H.  or  B. 

Mr.  MoDums  then  moved  that  the  oommit- 
tee  rise.   The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Babboue,  of  Virginia,  expressed  a  wish 
to  condade  the  remarks  he  had  commenced 
some  days  since,  before  the  question  shoold  be 
taken  on  the  amendment  now  offered. 

Mr.  Cook  consented,  and  Mr.  Babboub  con- 
cluded his  speiph. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Babboitb,  of  Virginia  said :  I  most 
ask,  Itr.  Ohdnnan,  uie  indnJ^g  attentim  of 
t^e  committee,  wUle  I  endeav<n-  to  oflSer  to  ita 
can^d  delilmation,  those  reflections  upon  tho 
qaestitm  in  del»te,  which  oocnr  to  me ;  an  in- 
dnlgence  at  all  times  necessary  to  me,  and  pe- 
cnliarly  so  upon  this  occasion.  The  protracted 
discussion  for  several  weeks  past  has  divested 
the  subject  of  that  interest  wnich  novelty  nao* 
ally  imparts  to  the  proceediogs  of  the  House. 
But  the  Intrinsic  magnitude  of  this  question, 
the  intense  anxiety  of  the  public  mind,  and  the 
solemn  obligations  of  representative  doty,  ex- 
cuse, aud,  1  hnmbly  think,  justify,  whatever 
has  been  said  and  whatever  may  be  said  in  this 
debate. 

It  has  been  anin  and  again  reiterated,  in  the 
progreas  <rf  the  disensrion,  that  this  ammdment 
owes  its  birth  to  disappoiated  ambition;  and 
to  that  reatiess  spirit  of  inquietude  which  was 
cradled  in  tiie  hearts  of  a  recent  election.  And 
the  hazard  of  disturbing  the  fundamental  law, 
by  novel  and  ontried  experiment,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  us  in  all  the  terrors  with  whioh  fuicy 
and  genius  could  surround'it  Sir,  I  know  at 
no  otiier  moral  agents,  in  meliorating  the  de- 
fects of  political  institutions,  than  the  Judgment^ 
the  pasnons,  and  the  interests  of  men. 

If  th«  i^rvesoenoe  <tf  the  pablio  mind  is 
permitted  to  sub^de,  without  realizing  the 
att^nable  good,  it  is  worse  than  idle  to  expect 
it  in  a  penod  of  tranquility.  Can  we  ration- 
ally hope  to  obt^  from  luigoishing  lethany, 
that  which  is  not  to  be  had  m>m  active  enthu- 
siasm ;  when  the  judgments  of  men  are  awak- 
ened by  the  approach  of  danger,  and  their  pas- 
sions kindled  in  the  recent  detection  of  flagrant 
and  alarming  abuses?  The  dread  of  innova- 
tion and  the  dangers  of  reform,  have  been  the 
sword  and  the  Bhleld,  with  which  usurpation, 
in  all  {wst  time,  has  d^isnded  itself^  and  oom- 
bated  popular  liberty.  Had  theas  dootrinea 
previdlod,  the  gloriea  of  our  own  Bevohttim 
would  have  lidn  forever  wn^  In  the  nif^t  of 
de^tism. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  who 
has  submitted  the  resolutions  for  amendment, 
with  propriety  remarked,  that,  so  far  as  the 
choice  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  depended  upon 
uniformity,  "  we  are  without  any  constitutional 
mle  whatever."  The  perplexing  difficulties 
which  encompassed  the  convention,  upon  this 
subject,  are  visible  in  the  journal  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. History  could  not  guide  their  ioot- 
steps,  and  iba  lamp  of  experience  r^eeted  too 
fiUnt  a  li^t  to  direct,  with  safety,  Hieir  own 
ddiberationa.  "  Each  State  shall  appoint,  in 
anch  manner  m  the  Legiilataro  tlimof 
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direct,  a  nomber  of  eleotora  equal  to  the  whole 
unmber  of  the  Senators  and  Itepresentatives  to 
which  the  State  maj  be  entitled  in  Oongresa." 
The  power  is  here  evidently  lodged  in  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  and  Uie  Legislatare  poaseeees 
the  right  of  directii^  the  mode  hj  whloh  it 
be  exerdsed. 

However  wisely  fhis  power  <4  directing  the 
manner  of  q>pointment  may  be  supposed  to  be 
lodged,  it  is  certainly  any  thing  bat  oniformity. 
The  ease  would  be  rare,  indeed,  when  the  Qno- 
taating  oonnsela  of  four  and  twen^  diatinot 
and  independent  l^ialatJve  bodies  would  inva- 
riably condnct  them  all  to  one  oommoo  result  t 

Sir,  this  want  of  oniformity  is,  by  no  means, 
the  moat  seriooa  mischief  that  impends  the  ex- 
ising  system.  Those  creative  acta  of  popnlar 
sovereignty,  which  infnse  vitality  iuto  all  oar 
Governments,  never  intended  to  leave  tiiose 
agencies  of  their  creation  saljjeot  to  control  or 
deatmotlon,  from  any  other  qnarter  than  the 
sovereign  will  ereanng  them.  The  ctmserva- 
tive  piinnple,  in  the  meohanism  of  poUtioal  in- 
■titunon,  is  own  inherent  means  for  contin- 
ued existence.  Kow,  this  oonstituttoi^  has  not 
provided,  within  itself  by  its  own  action,  the 
easential  principle  of  tetf-preaerwUvm.  Can 
that  be  called  a  safb  system,  which  is  not  armed 
with  a  power,  indispensably  necessary  in  cre- 
ating and  protecting  its  essential  organs  f  A 
very  slight  attention  to  the  constitution  will 
show  to  US  its  entire  dependence  upon  the 
Legislatures  of  an  inconriderable  proportion  of 
the  Statea,  and  of  less  than  one-tenth  of  the 
members  of  this  Hooae,  for  the  ^>pointm«it  of 
the  Executive. 

What  is  your  whole  number  of  members 
upon  this  floor  t  Two  hundred  and  thirteen 
Bepresenlattves  are  in  this  Honse,  from  twen- 
ty-fonr  States.  The  absence,  either  intentional 
or  accidental,  of  the  delegations  from  nine 
States,  will  defeat  this  eventual  ^pointment, 
and  nine  of  the  smaller  States  send  into  this 
House  but  twenty  Bepreseutatives.  It  is  thus 
Been  that,  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Representatives  of  less  than  one- 
tenth  part  of  uie  American  people  may  dissolve 
the  Union  of  the  States,  and  leave  it  a  wreck 
nixm  the  strand.  Although  the  Govunment  is 
mvided  into  three  deputmenta,  yet  each  is 
wrqiped  up,  and  indlmolubly  o(»me(rted  with 
others.  Tear  from  it  the  £xeootive  branch, 
(moat  especially  this  brandi,)  and  all  is  lost. 

The  Bievolutionary  War  presents  us  with  un- 
numbered instances  of  State  dereliction  from 
oonstitutional  obligation,  in  the  midst  of  the 
struggle,  and  in  the  glow  of  patriotism.  The 
present  oonstitutioa  u  tlie  oreatore  of  State 
deliDquencry. 

Let  me  mvite  the  gentieman  from  Fennsyl- 
Tania,  who  opposes  w  amendment,  to  go  with 
me  into  the  history  <Kf  hia  own  State.  Let  me 
beg  the  gentlemiu.  fh>m  New  York,  (Mr. 
BiOBBS,)  to  tun  to  the  annals  of  that  great 
Oooummwealth  wUch  he,  in  part,  r^raeenta. 
Let  me  leqneit  the  gantianaa  frnn  New  Jer- 


sey to  recollect  the  diffiooItieB  of  1800,  in  mak- 
ing up  their  electoral  vote — and  I  will  tiien  en- 
treat the  delegates  from  Vermont,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  to  adopt  the  connsels  of  concilia- 
tion and  prevention  which  their  several  States 
pursued  in  those  distracting  tunea.  In  the  two 
first  elections,  Pennsylvania  had  voted  by  Gen- 
eral Itcket,  but  her  law  then  exi^red  by  Its 
own  limitwon.  Hw  L^islature  eonvraed 
while  all  the  Bprings  party  feeling  were  in 
full  excitement.  The  House  of  Bepresentativea 
demanded  one  mode  of  ^pointing  elecbna,  the 
Senate  another.  Every  mart  to  produce  har- 
mony of  opinion,  and  concert  of  movement, 
was  frustrated  by  the  force  of  party.  And, 
although  no  law  existed,  with  no  provided 
means  of  fulfilling  the  commands  of  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution,  and  no  session'  of  the  Legisla- 
ture intervening,  before  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent, yet  both  Houses  adjourned,  with  a  total 
neglect  of  this  Impcntant  dnty,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent, with  a  seoession  from  the  Unitm.  Thia 
strngsle  in  the  Lendatnre  presented  one  oon- 
tinual  scene  of  strife,  crimination,  and  re«imi- 
nation.  The  voice  of  the  people  was  totally 
disregarded  in  the  confiict,  uthough  public 
opinion  was  not  inactive :  for  it  had  diadosed 
itself  in  one  embodied  front,  and  spoke  a  lan- 
guage that  was  both  heard  and  understood. 
In  relation  to  this  duty,  the  sfune  discord  pre- 
vailed between  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  the  Council  of  New  Jersey  that  had  given 
so  much  inquietude  to  Pennsylvania,  but  these 
distracting  views  yielded,  happily,  to  a  temper 
of  concihatioo,  upon  a  special  and  extraordina> 
17  meeting  of  the  Le^swture. 

The  States  of  Vermont  and  Haaaachnsetti 
proposed  and  ^proved  amendments  to  the 
conatitution,  and  a  similar  one  was  oflTered,  in 
Congress,  by  a  Representative  from  New 
Hampshire.  These  propositions  reached  no 
farther  than  to  expunge  the  indiscriminate  vote 
for  two  persona,  and  to  designate  the  President 
and  Vice  President.  Virginia  saw  the  evil  in 
all  ita  deformity,  and  proposed  to  amend  the 
conatitation  in  a  manner  that  would  reach  and 
eradicate  the  threatening  mischief.  Her  conn- 
sels were  enlightened  at  the  time  by  an  illnstri- 
ona  man,  who  had  much  agency  in  forming  and 
putting  into  motion  the  present  ayatem  of  Fed- 
eral Government,  and  who  has  since  -worn  so 
well  the  highest  honors  of  the  Union — opon 
him  devolvra  the  task  of  warding  ofiF  these  be- 
setting calamities — a  double  duty  pressed  itadf 
npon  nim.  When  the  plan  first  went  into  op- 
eration, under  the  infiuence  of  those  patrii^ 
and  genial  feelings,  which  are  a  h^py  sabsti- 
tute  for  Government  itself  there  was  nothing 
of  that  bane  of  union  resulting  from  tiie  rival- 
ahip  and  jealousy  of  State  power  and  sectional 
influence.  Unfortunately,  these  paanons  were 
engendered  in  the  lust  of  domination,  and  sev- 
er^ of  the  States  had  so  altered  their  mode  of 
exeroisiDg  the  ohoioe  of  electors,  as  to  mar 
the  better  derfgna  fd  the  eukBtitntion,  and  to 
hoild  ttw  greatest  wtight  fak  tlw  tfeettan 
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SUte  fiouoentratimi.  Yirginia  could  not  be- 
hM  this  oondition  of  things  with  silence  nor 
iudl&erenoe.  Her  statesmen  had  not  onlj  to 
defend  and  secure  her  appropriate  influence  in 
the  e<mteat  (Am  pending,  but  to  propose  a  re- 
fonn  in  the  jdan  Itself  which  would  spare  us 
tiie  return  of  these  oonTuldve  oonteets.  The 
prindplea  of  self-defence,  whioh  are  admitted 
ntd  eqjo^ned  hj  every  code  of  morab  and  of 
h,Wy  justified  the  State  in  putting  on  the  armor 
of  concentration,  and  in  strilring  with  'all  the 
force  of  one  collected  blow.  She  was  in^ffer- 
ent  neither  to  her  powers  nor  her  duties.  The 
General  Ticket  system  was  in  itself  enough  to 
curd  the  State  against  all  the  dangers  of  com- 
binalion  in  otJ^ers ;  yet  the  violent  distractions 
of  the  States,  and,  abore  all,  the  imminent 
haard  of  the  constitution  itself  called  Vir- 
nnia  to  loftier  parposes  and  to  suhluner  duties. 
GonTuImm  and  tumult  had  agitated  several 
puts  of  ihe  UnioD :  hen  was  toe  gratefol  task 
to  pour  on  mKm  the  waves;  to  present  the 
heaeos  that  muht  enU^ten  and  direct  her  tia- 
ter  ^ites;  aodto  snopply  a  safb  defence  fin-  t^e 
wholesome  principles  of  the  constitution,  both 
from  open  violence  and  insKlious  attack.  Her 
Generu  Assemblj  was  then  rent  into  parties, 
heated  and  exasperated  by  colli^on,  but,  in  this 
great  and  solemn  duty,  party  pansed,  and  fac- 
tioo  WW  silent.  Reverence  for  the  constitn- 
tioii,  love  for  the  Union,  and  for  that  eqaalitj 
which  b  the  nurse  of  concord,  prevwled  over 
the  ignoble  passions  of  the  hour,  and  produced, 
in  one  oommon  effort  by  boui  partiea,  that 
amoidment  whidi  la  embraced  in  one  of  the 
resdntions  now  rabmltted  hr  the  gentleman 
fWHo  Soath  Carolina,  (Mr.  HoDuypib.)  The 
opinions  of  such  men,  and  under  mch  drenm- 
stances,  ou^t  not  to  be  lightly  regarded.  The 
General  Ticket  mode  of  appointment  was  sos- 
t«ned  by  Kr.  Madison,  upon  the  single  basis  of 
retributive  justice.  He  was  the  parent  of  the 
law  in  Yircinia,  and  took  especial  care  that 
his  views  should  not  be  left  open  to  future 
earil^  by  inserting  them  in  ihe  preamble  to  the 
bill  wmch  he  introduced.  As  it  is  before  me, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  crave  your  indolgenoe  while  I 
read  it. 

**  Whereas,  nntU  some  UDlform  mode  of  cboodDg 
a  Frendent  and  \lce  Freaddent  of  the  United 
States  riiall  be  prescribed  by  an  amendment  to  the 
eensUtntioa,  it  may  happen,  under  a  law  of 
ConuDoaweahfa,  for  appointing  electors  for  that 
T"rp(>*^  that  a  eh(Hce  may  take  place  efmtrary  to 
Ike  win  of  a  m^ority  of  the  United  States,  and 
*l«o  contrary  to  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  thii  Bute,  which  wotdd  be  iaomiiisteot  with 
tnw  intent  and  meaolBg  of  the  Coastitattoo  of 
A*  tTsitcd  Stales;  and,  dtbongh  Oii  Coiauon- 
*«sUi  is  wflHog  to  accede  to  any  retscmable  and 
|Nper  asMidaieDt  of  tlie  said  otmstitiitloo,  to 
KWdy  the  said  eril,  yet,  foralmoch  as  it  ought,  in 
Ihe  Dieaa  time,  to  be  counteracted,  by  ereiy  oon- 
■liUtioDal  iHolatfoo  wUhin  Ihe  power  of  the  Legis- 
Ms,  aatil  tt  shall  bo  «o  removed :  be  it  enacted," 

lUs  piMmbto  wa»  not  ft  delnrfTO 


whioh  looked  to  nothing  beyond  the  expression 
of  abetraot  opinions,  and  the  attainment  of 
temporary  purposes.  I  repeat,  that  an  amend- 
ment to  tiie  GODsUtution,  having  for  its  olyect 
a  permanent  mode  of  choosing  by  dietncts, 
was  offered,  and  adopted  with  a  unanimity  which 
distinguished  no  otner  act  of  the  General  Aa- 
sembly  at  that  session.  A  few  dqre  after  thia 
movement  in  Virginia,  one  of  the  delegatea 
from  ihit  State,  (John  Nicholas,^  dhoeen  the 
people  that  I  represent  npmi  tma  flow,  cnered 
the  same  amendment 

The  gentleman  from  Kassachnsetta  (Mr.  Kv- 
xbktt)  assures  us  that  no  fdlare  has  occurred 
in  the  operations  of  the  existing  system ;  and 
that  the  objections  now  urged  grow  out  of  the 
election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate — an 
officer  who  has  received  the  highest  marks  of 
confidence  from  every  Administration  and 
this  result  showed,  as  tie  sud,  "perfect  tuceett^ 
vnKBmpleA  waeesi^  ghriaiu  muem," 

I  have  not  heara  urged,  in  this  debate,  any 
personal  olfjeotions  to  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States.  The  opporition  was  ezdorivdy 
to  the  mode  of  his  election ;  to  the  belief  thffit 
the  primary  and  secondary  intention  of  the 
constitution  had  been  defeated ;  and  that  the 
election  was  made  in  violation  of  the  will  of  a 
m^ority  of  the  people  and  a  majority  of  the 
States.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  me,  that  any  man 
possessed  the  confidence  of  every  Administra- 
tion, when  I  see  that  he  is  not  clothed  with 
that  confidence  which  the  constitution  demands 
for  his  investment. 

The  tendency  of  the  proportion  now  In  de- 
bate to  trench  npon  the  power  of  the  States  in 
their  corporate  capacities,  has  been  urged  with 
fervor  and  ability,  by  my  colleagues,  Qlemn. 
Abcbbb  and  Stevensoh/)  and  also  by  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Kew  Yora  and  Masrachnsetts, 
(Mr.  Stobbs  and  Mr.  Evekktt.) 

Sir,  uniformity  of  any  kind,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  this  Government,  mtut,  in  ittelf,  en- 
croach upon  the  power  of  action  in  the  States ; 
and  yet  it  has  been  repeatedly  admitted,  in  the 
progress  of  this  diacnsaion,  ^at  uniformity  of 
movement,  in  the  local  authorities,  is  greatly 
to  be  wished  in  this  respect.  Is  cot  this  dread 
of  eneroaobment  rather  a  figment  of  the  fancy, 
than  tiie  lobw  reality  of  enlightened  judg- 
ment f  Is  it  not  an  apprehension  existing  m 
speculations  upon  the  theory  of  our  system, 
rather  than  a  deliberate  conviction  of  mis- 
chievous results  in  its  practical  opoationst 
Power  is  valuable  in  its  possessitm  only  as  it 
enables  lis  to  advance  the  public  weal,  to  pro- 
mote national  prosperity,  and  to  secure  the 
blessings  of  free  institutions  to  the  present  and 
^ture  generations  of  men.  Appropriated  to 
malverse  purpc^es,  and  to  other  ends  than 
these,  delegated  power  becomes  alarming  to 
society,  and  enbverrive  of  eveiT  leptimate  ob- 
ject in  the  aodal  ooimtaet.  If  rightfnllj  em- 
ployed, thia  power  o(^  directing  the  mode  of 
appointing  euctota  is  Irat  an  Imtmmental 
ageo^  in  the  State  Legislatnrea. 
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The  first  reSection  whioh  oocure  apon  the 
claim  of  power  for  the  State  L^islatores,  is, 
that  they,  of  tbenuelvea,  do,  in  effect^  ^ve  tiie 
vote  for  I^esideDt,  instead  m  Greeting  a  mode 
b7  wUoh  the  pe<»^e  of  the  State  mar  ohoose 
the  electors ;  and  tbis  remit  BabvertB  the  whole 
theory  of  the  orautitntum,  and  inradM  its  best 
prmciples. 

First,  the  Pred^t  (or  rather  the  candidate 
for  that  staUon)  is  made  to  appoint  the  elector 
-Hiot  the  elector  to  appoiut  the  Prendent. 
The  elector,  hy  prevloas  arrangemeDt,  is  dothed 
with  tiie  power  of  Toting,  for  no  other  reason 
tiian  his  devotion  to  a  particular  candidate. 
The  forms  of  the  oonsUtntion  are  preserved.  In 
giving  the  elector  an  empty  shadow  of  power, 
while  its  efficient  sabstance  has  been  already 
ezerdsed  (not  by  the  elector,  nor  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  bnt)  by  its  Le^slatnre. 

Nothing  is  more  remarkable,  in  the  progres- 
sive formation  of  this  oonstitation,  than  the 
extreme  oantion  empl(^«d  in  excindlng  tfae 
State  Legislatures  mm  any  poritive  elective 
ageaaj  in  making  the  Ohief  EzeontiTe  Ha^ 
trate. 

In  our  political  system,  the  restrunts  on 
power,  ana  the  security  of  public  liberty,  re- 
flolt  from  the  happy  oombination  of  State,  fed- 
erate, and  popular  action.  The  fruits  of  this 
0(»nbination  constitute  the  unshared  pomeesion 
of  this  land,  and  supply  to  us  that  melioratiog 
principle,  which  expands  itself  to  tfae  widest 
exigencies  of  national  progress. 

Any  invasion  upon  the  reserved  sovereignty 
oi  the  States,  o<mudered  as  political  societies, 
must  always  be  received  wiu  distrust.  But, 
we  shoold  not  permit  this  Jealoos  sentimoit  to 
conduct  us  into  error. 

A  slight  attention  to  historical  facts,  will  cUs- 
dose  to  us  the  material  action  of  the  States  in 
the  Federal  plan.  The  recommendation  of 
Congress,  in  1787,  was,  '^for  a  firm  national 
Government,  and  that  the  Oonvention  shall 
render  the  omstitation  adequate  to  the  exigen- 
des  of  the  Qovemment,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  Union." 

The  States  were  not  prepared  to  follow  the 
oonnsels  of  Congress ;  and,  in  acceding  to  the 
caU  of  a  Convention,  they  recommended  a  Fed- 
eral, not  a  National  Gtovemment.  Several 
States  delayed,  for  a  time,  to  appoint  any  dele- 
gates, and  Khode  Island  decUned,  altogether,  a 
representation  in  the  Convention.  Delaware 
coupled  her  acceptance  of  the  invitation  with 
an  express  condition  that  the  system  should  se- 
cure to  eadi  State  an  equal  vote  in  Congress. 

The  first  movements  ctf  the  Oonvoition  were 
evidently  in  aooordanoe  with  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Congress  for  a  naUonal  plan. .  The 

Propositions  of  Governor  Randolph  and  Mr. 
'inokney,  both  point  to  that  result ;  and  the 
votes  of  the  Convention,  in  its  early  sessions, 
indicate,  most  distinctly,  its  preference  for  the 
National,  over  the  Federal  system.  The  grad- 
ual operation  of  public  sentiment  upon  its  de- 
liberations, is  visible  in  the  prop«ssive  devel- 


[Mabch,  IMS. 

cement  of  the  federative  feature,  and  the  po- 
sition which  it  is  finally  made  to  assume  in  the 
plan  itselt  But,  Kr.  Chmiman,  I  rmeat,  that 
we  most  lode  into  the  Senate  fat  the  lodgnunt 
State  infiuenoe  in  Hie  action  oi  this  Goran* 
ment. 

The  distribution  of  electoral  power  present- 
ed a  complicated  qnestion :  Two  principles  had 
already  bem  fixed  as  the  basis  of  our  Govern- 
ment. The  first  resulting  from  the  agency  (rf 
the  people ;  the  second  from  the  agency  of  the 
States.  The  first  securing  the  rights  of  the 
people ;  the  second  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States ;  both  were  considered  essential  to  free- 
dom. Cwfaun  political  fiuwti<ms  were  required 
to  be  pMformed  by  both  of  these  agencies  and 
each  posMBsed  a  check  upon  the  other. 

The  election  of  1801  disdosed  'the  dingers 
that hungover  those  provMons of  the  consti- 
tution. The  amendment  which  followed,  en- 
croached upon  the  federative  i>rinciple,  and 
fixed  the  popular  will  as  the  basis  of  the  deo- 
tion.  Designating  in  the  ballots  the  candidates 
for  the  office  of  Resident  and  Vice  Pr««dent, 
limited  the  contingent  choice  of  the  States.  The 
candidate  for  Vioe  President  was  no  longer 
within  the  range  of  State  sdection.  It  tram- 
mela  the  federate  power,  and  binds  it  to  the 
popular  will ;  it  prohibits  the  States  from  pot- 
ting into  the  Chief  Executive  office  an  individ* 
ual  intended  by  the  people  for  another  station. 
Nor  does  it  stop  here — the  ri^t  oi  choioe  is 
narrowed  into  a  smaller  compass,  by  requiring 
it  to  be  made  from  the  three  mgnest  on  tbe 
people's  list,  in  snbatitntiCHi  (tf  the  nnmber 

Iliis  change  in  the  constitution  is  a  oondu- 
uve  reply  to  much  of  the  argument  we  have 
heard.  It  fixes  public  opinion  as  the  element 
of  our  policy,  and  as  the  bads  of  our  poUticd 
Btractnre. 

Whenever  an  Execotive  comes  into  office  by 
an  appointment  fhnn  this  House,  dangerous 
oonseqnenoes  inevitably  resnlt.  Congress  is 
converted  into  an  oraw  for  deotioneering 
strife ;  its  sublimu-  duties  are  obsoored  in  the 
conflict.  The  President,  so  chosen,  will  em- 
ploy aU  the  arts  of  management  and  concilia- 
tion to  win  the  favor  of  his  enemies,  In  the 
hope  that^  by  these  means,  he  may  seonre  a 
majority  for  the  next  election. 

tipon  the  other  hand,  those  oppodng  divi- 
sions, which  constitute  a  m^ority  when  consoli- 
dated, will  not  he  idle  spectators  of  passing 
events.  However  segregated  they  may  ouoe 
have  bee%  the  triumph  of  a  minority  wiil  fhr- 
i^sh  ft  snflBoient  principle  of  cohesion,  to  unite 
them  in  fiiture  aetion,  and  to  secure  a  saooese- 
flil  resolt.  Amid  tiiese  oonfilcts,  publio  inter* 
est  is  a  victim  and  a  saeriSoe.  Here  is  a  seri- 
ous oonstderation  for  all.  The  hour  is  npon  the 
wing,  when  greater  difficulties  may  ol^nict 
this  salutary  change.  Political  evils  grow  in- 
veterate, and  become  incurable.  To  deliver  a 
diseased  and  debilitated  Grovemment  from  the 
complicated  miseries  under  which  it  nuj,  in 
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tome  diflUnt  agt,  iaj  expiring,  is  an  impracd- 
eable  task.  Toa  mischief  is  now  bnt  a  seed- 
£ng,  a  germ  in  the  constitDtion.  Onish  it,  and 
it  is  no  more ;  warm  it  into  life,  and  some  noz- 
ioos  Upas  will  grow  np  from  it,  whose  branch- 
es will  orenhadow  the  Bepnblio,  and  stifle 
pcfobr  liberty. 


Thubbdat,  Ifaroh  SO. 
Amendment  of  the  OoTuUtutum. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  MoDurnx.  the  Honse  then 
weat  into  Gonunlttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,-  Mr.  Dwiqht  in  the  chair,  on  the 
prmosed  amendments  to  Uie  CMutitotion,  ofli»ed 
hjlSi.UdDmrwa: 

And  the  amendmoit,  offered  hj  Mr.  Coox, 
to  be  added  to  the  first  branch  oi  Mr.  UoDnr- 
m's  aBModimat^  being  also  undeiF  oonsidBr- 
atioo: 

Mr.  BixTun  said:  I  am  exposed  to  the 
Twdotions  now  tmder  oonsiderauon ;  to  the 
noHidment;  tlie  amendment  of  t^e  amend- 
ment; and  the  twentj-one  other  resolntions 
for  dtering  the  constitation}  which  have  been 
referred  to  thia  oommittee. 

When  tiie  sabject  of  a  change  of  anj  of  the 
juvrisions  of  tlie  eonstitntion  was  first  intro- 
I  r^jretted  that  there  should  exist,  or 
be  snppoeed  to  exist,  a  necessity  for  its 
^aemkm.  I  believed  oi  the  constitution,  as 
cf  an  oOkCT  resnlts  <tf  human  eflint,  that  it  was 
impofeet.  I  had  ftan  tiiat  Imperfoatiooa 
Tovld  be  ezhlUtedf  for  which  no  |»raotioable 
nmedy  conld  be  finnd ;  and  that  urns  onr  la- 
bors, instead  of  improTing  onr  condition,  would 
Mrve  only  to  veakui  onr  political  institnliona, 
Ij  liiminjiihipg  our  respoct  for  them.  But,  so 
ur  from  such  an  effect  upon  mj  mind,  after  an 
nnremitted  attention  to  the  elaborate  and  pro- 
tracted discuaslon,  I  look  to  the  oonstitutioit 
IS  IT  n,  with  better  hopes,  with  increased  con- 
fidence and  veneration.  Should  such  he  the 
infineuce  of  this  invratigation  upon  the  com- 
Btanitj-— impatient  as  the  nation  may  be  of  the 
debate— I  shali  nerer  deem  it  to  have  been  the 
VMted  time  of  the  House.  Whaterer  diBposi- 
tioa  this  tribnnal  may  make  of  the  diflerrat 
Voporitaons  before  it,  the  principles  advanced 
IB  the  diseoHdon  deeerre  consideration ;  and, 
■a  touching  the  foundations  of  our  Govem- 
umAy  are  m  deep  and  lastiiig  interest,  in  their 
dianeAer^  their  (^plication,  and  their  oonsc- 

fDGkOeS. 

The  resolntions  before  ua,  when  originally 
introdncedj  proposed,  fint,  the  plan  of  the 
General  Dii^ct  systm,  and,  teeondly,  the 
■dume  of  taking  from  the  House  the  power  of 
dectiMi  by  States.  But,  by  an  adroit  military 
BnKcnTre,  the  whde  order  ot  tXtaidk  upon  the 
ooMtitDtimi  Is  rerened,  and  tiie  resolutions 
nnr  propose,  fint^  to  take  from  the  States  their 
eontlngeot  ri^t  ot  election,  by  the  Honse, 
tad,  secMwRy,  the  right  of  reffulatiog  the  elec- 
tioQ  by  dirtricts,  or  General  Hcket  system. 
Tbitn  is  i^nertimiaMe  generalship  in  this. 


[K.  or  B. 

The  scattered  foroee  that  may  be  gathered 
round  the  rights  of  the  small  States,  are  sup- 
posed to  be  eafflly  Tanqnlshed. 

The  sncoeesful  operation  of  our  GoTermnen^ 
thus  far,  shoold  not  lead  ua,  in  onr  exultation, 
to  believe  it  so  settled  and  permanent,  that  we 
may  ventore  safely  to  test  it  with  all  sorts  of 
untried  schemes.  In  the  triumph  of  its  antici- 
pated perpetuity,  a  gentieman  near  me  exulted, 
even  in  the  laoffoage  of  Napoleon,  in  his  pride. 
Let  us  take  wiu  l£at,  too,  ita  instructions.  Ik 
was,  when  receiving  adoration  from  the  Mame- 
lukes, on  the  plains  of  Egypt,  that  the  ooi> 
qneror  exclaimed,  "  Forty  centuries  shall  look 
down  from  yonder  pyramids  upon  onr  achieve- 
ments and  yet,  less  than  one-foorth  of  one 
of  those  periods  found  him  chained  in  mid- 
ooean  to  a  desolate  rock. 

We  axe  reminded  tiiat  onr  bthm  hare  Un- 
died  the  beaom  fire  of  libert7,  while  onr  foes 
etiU  predict  that  it  is  but  the  transien^flash  of 
ameteor^soon  to  leave  the  world  in  deeper 
gloom,  we  glory  to  see  its  blaze,  in  our  own 
time,  gleaming  along  the  moan  tains  of  oar 
southern  hemisphere,  and  ev^  penetrating  the 
darkness  of  European  despotum.  May  it  con- 
tinne  to  bum  with  a  pnrer  and  a  brighter 
flame,  till,  when  the  tide  of  war  and  desolation 
abate,  its  Ught,  reflected  from  the  whole  arch 
oi  heaven,  wall  remun,  the  bow  of  peace  and 
of  liberty  to  the  emancipated  naticms  of  the 
earth. 

lb,  McDunn  then  observed,  that  he  had 
expected  and  intended,  aocwding  to  the  imder- 
atanding  yesterdqr,  to  nave  addressed  the  com- 
mittee to-day  in  reply  to  the  several  gentlemen 
who  had  spoken  in  opposition  to  t£e  resoln- 
tions— but/as  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  Hampshire  had  greatiy  exceeded  the 
time  he  had  anticipated,  he  must  defer  his  re- 
ply tall  to-morrow. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
ButTLETT,  MoDvFFiE,  ano  Wkntkb,  the  result 
of  which  was,  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to 
close  this  disonsricHii  to-morrow, 

Mr.  OooE  then  addressed  the  oommittee  in 
fikvor  of  taUng  the  Fnddential  Section  from 
the  Honse  of  Bepresentetives,  and  (rf  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  (which  he  offered  yeater- 

n,  and  was  afterwards  withdrawn.) 
[r.  OooK  concluded  his  ronarks  al>ont  three 
o'clock,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr,  McDuni^ 
the  oommittee  rose. 


FBID4T,  March  81. 
Ammimmit  nf  t\e  drntituOon. 
The  House  resdved  Itself  into  a  Commlttoe 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  the  Union,  2bv 
MoLahs,  Delaware,  in  the  chair,  on  the 
resolntions  for  the  amendment  of  the  ocmstita- 
tion. 

Mr.  McDtTFix  addressed  tiie  committee  in 
snpport  of  the  amendments — sod  in  reply  to 
the  several  speeches  made  In  <^^K>dtica  te  him^ 
as  follows : 


Amemimmt  nf  Hm  OmUiMiim. 
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Hr.  Ohunnan:  I  feel  most  deeply  senmble  of 
the  difficulties  by  which  I  am  snrroanded,  and 
of  the  paiofol  and  fflubarraiBing  re^unbility 
d  the  portion  I  oooapr,  ia  relmon  to  this  im- 
portant proportion,  u  it  had  not  been  all 
along  apparent,  from  the  rtrj  natare  (tf  things, 
it  is  now  placed  bejond  doubt  bjr  the  oonne 
and  character  of  the  awaments  urged  in  oppo- 
riUon  to  the  proposed  amendment,  that  ne 
who  attempts,  onder  any  oironmrtanoes,  to 
effect  a  ftmuamental  change  of  existing  Insti- 
tntions,  partioolarly  if  the  object  of  that  change 
is  to  divest  those  of  ^ower  who  have  been  m 
the  habit  either  of  using  or  abnsing  it— under- 
takes,  if  not  a  rash  and  aazardons,  oertalnly  an 
Herculean  task.  He  must  not  only  encounter 
the  intrinuc  difficulties  inseparably  connected 
with  the  merits  of  every  such  pnqxmtion,  by 
vanquishing  objections  which  natanUly  present 
themselTes  even  to  the  most  diqMMMdonate  nn- 
derstanjjngs ;  but  he  must  encounter  and  van- 
quish those  very  passions  and  pr^ndices  by 
which  the  Jndgnunts  (tf  men  are  most  liable  to 
be  disturbed  and  perverted,  in  the  onidnct  of 
political  affairs. 

In  reference  to  the  general  condnot  and  char- 
acter of  the  argument  in  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  I  most  be  permitted  to  sa^, 
that  not  a  single  gentleman  who  has  spoken  in 
opposition  to  both  resolutions^  has  met  my 
arguments  fiurly,  or  pretended  to  answer  them 
■a  they  were  really  praunted. 

The  hooorable  gentlonan  firom  New  York, 
(Mr.  Stokbb,)  opened  hia  address  by  wwiUng 
ns  not  to  trea^  with  unhallowed  foeL  on  the 
holy  ground  of  the  oonstitntion ;  and  every 

gintleman  who  has  followed  in  his  wake,  has 
vored  the  committee  with  a  grave  and  por- 
tentous homily  on  the  saorednesa  of  the  consti- 
tution, the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  and  the 
danger  of  innovation.  These,  sir,  are  t^ie 
hackneyed  and  threadbare  argumenta.  I  was 
not,  therefore,  surprised,  to  hear  them  repeat- 
ed, with  all  tne  changes  which  could  be  rung 
apon  them,  mi  the  present  occasion.  But  I 
oonfius,  air,  that  I  was  not  prepared  to  hear  the 
extraordinary  doctrine  advanced  by  the  honor- 
able gentiemm  from  ICaasadiusetts,  (Mr.  £v- 
xanr.)  on  this  subject :  a  doctrine  which, 
though  I  have  paid  some  little  attention  to  the 
history  and  philosophy  of  Qovemment,  it  has 
been  my  lot  to  hear,  for  the  first  time  in  my 
Ufe,  advanced  on  the  floor  of  the  American 
Oongress.  No,  sir,'!  did  not  expect  to  hear,  in 
an  age  distinguished  for  its  improvements  in 
political  science,  and  in  the  popular  branch  of 
the  freest  Government  on  earth,  a  doctrine 
which  even  the  FUman  of  the  Old  World  did 
not  dare  to  advance,  as  an  offering  at  the  shrine 
of  dospotio  power,  when  the  "  divine  right  of 
kings  "  was  assumed  as  tiie  only  legitimate  bads 
of  Government.  What  la  it,  That  it  is 
anoonstitotioual  to  amend  the  constitution ;  or, 
as  the  gentieman  in  another  place  expressed  it, 
in  a  more  philosophical  and  imposing  form,  it 
is  ixcompetent  for  political  fnnotionariee  to  as- 
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sume  that  the  oonstitation,  from  which  they 
derive  their  existence,  is  imperfect  As  this 
strange  and  startling  propoeition  is  in  direct 
ocmtradidion  both  to  the  letter  and  conunon 
sense  of  the  constitution,  I  shall  certainly  not 
sraTdy  set  about  refuting  it  by  argtmsnt  It 
iiasatleast  the  advantage  of  being  bcgrond  the 
reach  of  that  weatfon. 

In  the  ITatumat  Journal  of  the  10th  of  Ao- 
gust,  1824,  are  these  authoritative  declarations: 
''Iheti  and  infermoet :  1st.  That  if  Mr.  Craw- 
ford should  be  elected,  we  cannot  expect  from 
him,  or  fitmi  bis  Mends,  any  movement  in 
fbvor  of  an  amendment  of  we  constitution, 
securing  to  the  people  the  right  and  power  of 
electing  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
2dly.  If  Mr.  Adams  should  be  elected,  we 
think  we  may  safely  affirm  our  beliefl  that  he 
will  oonscifflitioii^  aad  firmly  do  aU  that  it 
may  be  proper  for  him  to  do,  to  secure  the 
election  d  tne  Preudent  in  the  hands  of  the 
people."  8dly.  "If  Mr.  Clay  should  be  elect- 
ed,  ne  and  his  friends  will  be  bound,  by  a  re- 
gard for  conBiston(7,  if  by  no  political  oonsid- 
erations,  to  pursue  the  same  course.  If  there 
were  no  other  oljjection  to  the  election  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  that  which  has  been  stated  would 
be  sufficient  We  sincerely  believe  that  an 
deotion  by  the  people,  in  the  worst  possible 
mode  that  could  be  devised  by  those  whose 
object  was  to  devise  the  best,  would  be  infinite- 
ly preferable  to  the  best  posrible  mode  of  elect- 
ing a  Freddent,  in  which  Oongress  the  8tste 
LwrisLatnres  have  any  concern." 

Referring  to  an  arttde  in  which  the.  editors 
of  the  InUUigmcer  had  expressed  an  'earnest 
hope  that  a  uniform  syi^-m  of  voting  by  dis- 
tricts would  be  eetablisbed  before  another 
Frendential  term  should  elapse,  the  Journal  d 
26th  August  contains  the  following  oommen- 
tary: 

"  We  presented  it  to  our  r^ert,  wltit  a  strong 
expression  of  our  entire  conourreDce  ia  its  senti- 
menls."  "If  the  editors  of  the  Natiomal  ImtdU- 
gemote  are  rineere,  as  we  believe  they  are,  in  the 
espfesrion  of  tb^  earnest  hope,  tbey  are  bound 
by  conscience,  by  honor,  by  patriotism,  to  give 
their  support  to  some  other  candidate,  from  vhom 
and  whose  friends  may  be  confidently  anticipated 
every  effort  to  accompuiih,  and,  indeed,  the  actual 
aocompUshnient  of  a  nope,  tht  /ailiire  ^  triUcA  vriU 
ht  (Ae  ntut  cf  Ait  nation,  and  JbttMg  vf  tkt  caws 
/rte  government  (AroM^oid  (k  wortd." 

Deeply  as  I  have  felt,  sir,  on  this  subject,  I 
have  used  no  language  stronger  than  this. 

Such,  sir,  were  the  avowed  principles  of  Mr. 
Adams,  while  a  candidate ;  principlee  directly 
hostile  to  his  subsequent  practices.  By  advert- 
ing to  the  letter  of  acceptance  whidi  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  eranmittee  d  this  Honse,  which 
announced  to  him  the  fact  of  his  Section,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  at  that  period,  he  still  felt  the 
obligation  ot  the  pledge  which  had  been  givm 
to  the  nation,  and  was  still  di^KWed  to  do 
homage  to  the  prindples  wldeh  lud  been  vb>- 
lated  in  his  election. 


AmmdmuU  <^  tie  ContHtntim. 
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I  shall  DOW  proceed  to  Bhow  tbat,  br  some 
ttm^  &tiJit7,  not  only  the  Premdent  bimself; 
but  his  promineDt  and  leading  snpporters,  edi- 
toiiil  and  congreadonal,  have  nndergone  a 
moit  extraordinai7  change  of  opinion  on  this 
Terr  subject.  The  Jonrnal,  whicn  had  recently 
bounced  as  aristocrats  and  nsorpers  "  those 
SepreeentatiTee  who  did  not  "  respond  to  the 
vtHce  of  the  people,  and  ^ve  It  its  Ml  eflfect," 
nddcDly  chugea  ita  prindplea  on  Om  forma- 
tion of  the  oouitioii  Mtween  Ur.  Adams  and 
Xr.  day,  and  «nl(^ized  the  latter  gentleman 
fivUs  ^^indipendmte^  in  disregarding  the  re- 
qoest  of  the  EaitDcky  L^;uIatDre,  and  the 
known  and  nndispnted  will  of  the  people  of 
that  State.  Bat  Uie  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  editorial  organ  of  the  Administra- 
tioD,  is  not  more  striking  than  that  which  is 
exhibited  in  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Ht.  Storks,)  who  is  put  forward  on  this  occa- 
non,  in  the  ftY)nt  rank,  as  their  champion  on 
tioi  floor.  Two  years  ago,  when  I  iutrodnoed 
these  Tery  resolatlons,  they  were  referred  to  a 
•elect  committee,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
K«r  Tork  was  a  membor :  and  I  then  fonnd 
him  my  most  atrennoos  and  ardent  ooadjntor. 

Id  proceeding  to  answer  the  argnmeitts  of 
the  gmtleman  from  Kassachnaetts,  (Mr.  Steb- 
trrj  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Srona,)  against  the  District  system,  I  uiall 
hire  the  fiul  wtngbt  of  both  their  former  opin- 
ions to  aid  me  in  the  nndertaking :  for  the  gen- 
tlman  from  New  York  also,  as  was  shown  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (lb.  Babbouk,) 
muntained,  two  years  ago,  that  the  plan  of  the 
new  QoTemment  was  intended  to  aobvert  the 
whole  BystwHi  and  convert  the  Confederacy 
into  a  national  Govemment;  thon^^  he  can 
BOT  see  no  dangw  bnt  In  the  dioice  (tf  a  "  na- 
tional"  President  In^  **  the  pec^  of  America," 
and  no  bat  m  the  ftderadve  action  of 
the  States  in  that  election.  As  a  gentleman 
from  Yirginia  (Mr.  Abohib)  has  assnmed  that 
pnUic  opinion  is  opposed  to  this  (as  he  is 
fJcased  to  term  it)  tneoretical  branch  of  the 
proposed  amendment,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
set  aim  ri^t  on  this  subject,  by  recnrring  to  a 
few  beta  connected  with  its  history. 

When  this  proportion,  some  eight  or  ten 
years  ago,  was  recommended  to  the  several 
States  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  it 
was  ad(n>ted  by  the  Lesislatnres  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  States,  sua  b;^  those  of  two  of  the 
largest,  New  Tork  and  Virginia,  almost  nnani- 
moody.  This  syatem  was  particularly  a  favor- 
ite in  New  Enghnd,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  re- 
foDection  and  abh<HTenoe  of  tiie  Gerrymonder- 
ing  atSur  in  Haaaachnsetts ;  and  thoa^  I  be- 
Heve  H  waa  adopted  by  every  New  England 
State,  yet  I  now  understand — and  it  ia  one  of 
the  most  portentons  signs  of  the  times — that 
there  will  not  be  aa  many  as  half  a  dozen  votes 
from  that  qoarter  of  the  Union  In  favor  of 
either  bnuum  of  the  amendment.  The  Senate 
of  the  United  States  have  repeatedly  adopted, 
by  tfaa  omatitolionil  m^otitj  of  two-tUrda^ 


resolutions  in  favor  of  the  District  system,  and 
in  1820  this  House  sanctioned  it,  by  a  vote  of 
94  to  54,  wanting  but  fonr  or  five  votes  of  a 
constjtntional  mE\Jority.  In  fact,  there  is  no 
idea  that  strikes  the  sonnd  common  sense  of 
the  people  more  forcibly,  than  that  of  having 
some  uniform  system  of  giving  the  votes  of  the 
respective  States  on  this  great  question;  and 
the  actnel  experience  of  every  State  that  has 
made  the  experiment  of  the  General  Ticket 
system,  has  wmonstrated  that,  as  a  means  of 
ascertdning  the  voice  of  the  people,  it  is  a  de- 
lusive and  insoltittg  moekery.  And  yet,  the 
gentleman  from  Vir^nia  (Mr.  Aboheb)  la 
pleased  to  represent  me  as  a  "  theoretical  ge- 
nias,"  sacrificing  every  thing  to  mere  sym- 
metry, for  maintaining  the  expediency  of  thia 
plun,  old-fashioned  District  system ;  when  all 
the  arguments  which  eitiier  he  or  any  other 
gentleman  has  nrged  aff^nst  it,  seem  to  me  to 
have  been  inspired  by  ^6  very  genius  of  meta- 
physical  abstraction. 

In  answer  to  the  olrjection  which  I  urged 
agfunst  the  General  Ticket  system,  that  it  tend- 
ed, bj  an  ineiitable  neoenity,  'to  throw  the 
whole  elective  power  of  a  State  into  the  handa 
of  a  few  political  managers,  acting  by  caucus 
nomination,  the  gentlemen  from  New  York  and 
Uassachusetts  have  both  replied,  that,  by  the 
Diatrict  syatem,  yon  would  increase  the  evil,  by 
multiplying  the  number  of  cancnses.  I  was 
not  Burpriaed  to  hear  this  argument  fW>m  the 
gentiemon  from  Massachusetts :  for,  he  in- 
formed ns  that  he  had  no  practical  knowledge 
of  the  subject ;  but  I  confess  I  heard  it  with 
astonishment,  coming  from  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  who  has  witnessed  the  operation, 
and  thoroughly  nnderstanda  the  prindple  or 
the  caucus  system.  The  existence  of  a  cauona 
arises  entirely  out  of  the  necessity  of  prevent- 
ing distraction,  and  producing  concert,  in  the 
votes  of  a  large  mass  of  people,  who  have  a 
common  object  to  accom|>lisn.  A  State,  fbr 
example,  that  has  thirty-six  electors  to  choose 
by  a  general  vote  of  the  people,  must  either 
submit  to  have  the  electors  nominated  by  some 
central  ^ncy,  or  run  the  hazard  of  having  the 
popular  will  entirely  defeated  by  a  want  of 
concert  as  to  the  electoral  ticket.  Almost 
every  district  would  have  its  separate  list  of 
electors,  and,  though  agreeing  as  to  the  person 
they  might  desire  to  make  Preudent,  they 
would  unavoidably  disagree  as  to  the  means  ot 
effecting  the  object.  But,  sir,  divide  the  State 
into  thirty-six  districts,  each  entitled  to  one 
vote,  and  acting  upon  its  own  separate  and  In- 
dependent basis,  and  there  will  exist  no  neces- 
sity for  the  preliminaty  concert  of  a  caneua 
nomination.  The  people  of  a  district  can  move 
in  concert,  without  any  such  machinery. 

I  will  now  invite  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  a  veiy  brief  examination  of  the  ob- 
jections nrged  by  several  gentlemen  to  the  Dis- 
trict system,  founded  upon  its  supposed  tend- 
ency to  interfere  with  the  essential  rights  of 
the  States,  to  impair  the  fbderatlTe  oharaeter 
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of  our  Govenunent,  and  to  to  ita  codboH- 
datlon.  And  here,  sir,  I  cannot  but  remark, 
that  gentlemen  most  be  favored  with  some  spe- 
cial iUnminatioD  on  the  subject  of  State  rights, 
to  discover  that  the/  are  engendered  hj  a  sys- 
tem, proposed,  as  was  shown  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virmnia,  (Mr.  Barboub,)  as  early  as  1799, 
by  ID*.  Madison ;  who^  <tf  all  the  statesmen  <h 
this  oonntry,  wonld  be  most  acute  to  detect, 
and  most  prompt  to  resist,  any  encroachment 
upon  the  n^ts  of  the  States. 

The  genUeman  from  New  York  has  been 
pleased  to  call  the  District  system  a  cmcible, 
by  which  the  States  of  this  Union  were  to  be 
amalgamated  into  one  common  mass,  by  fiision ; 
and  has,  thronghoat  his  speech,  assomed  that  I 
have  proposed  and  maintamed  what  I  ezpreesly 
didclaimed,  and  what  is  nowhere  to  be  found, 
bnt  in  his  own  ImaginatioD,  and  in  the  resola- 
tion  of  his  oolleagae,  (Ur.  Gabnsbt.)  Hy 
proposition  distinouy  seoarM  to  each  State,  in 
the  primary  election,  the  precase  number  of 
votes  to  which  she  Is  now  witiUed.  The  peo- 
ple of  each  State  win  give  the  electoral  votes 
of  that  State,  in  districts,  l^d  off  hy  the  Le^ 
latnre ;  and  now  the  people  are  to  be  melted 
into  one  mass,  hy  being  separated  into  two 
hundred  and  sixty-one,  sorpanea,  I  eoo&mf  my 
poor  comprehension. 

The  constitution  has  provided,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  each  State  shall  give  a  certain  nnmher 
of  electoral  votes  for  President,  and  that,  if 
any  one  person  shall  have  a  m^ority  of  those 
votes,  he  shall  be  the  I^endent.  We  then 
have  the  antliority  of  the  cmutltntioii  itself  for 
flaying,  that  this  is  the  beet  mode  electing 
that  important  officer ;  in  other  words,  to  nse 
the  language  of  the  Federalist,  that  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  intended  that  his  electors 
should  be  chosen  by  "  the  immediate  act  of  Uie 
American  people."  How,  then,  can  tt  be  s^d, 
that  we  violate  the  principles  of  the  constito- 
tioD,  by  making  those  prmoiples  more  effec- 
tive ?  The  f^ore  to  elect  a  President  by  the 
primary  vote,  is  cert^nly  a  political  evil,  and 
IS  so  r^arded  h;  the  constitution :  for  It  com- 
pels ns  to  resort  to  a  mode  of  choice,  which,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  the  OonventioB  did  not 
thmk  the  best,  or  they  would  have  made  it  the 
primary  mode.  To  prevent  liat  failure,  then, 
it  seems  to  me,  Is  to  do  nothing  more  than  we 
dioold  be  authorized  to  do,  according  to  ^e 
restricted  notion  of  oar  power  of  amendment, 
entertained  hy  the  gentleman  from  Uassacha- 
setts.  It  wonld  be  only  carrying  the  existing 
principles  of  the  constitution  into  "a  more 
perfect  and  happier  operation." 

There  cannot  be  a  greater  political  solecism 
than  that  which  is  involved  in  the  idea  of  com- 
mencing the  election  of  the  President  upon  one 

Erinciple,  and  ending  it  according  to  another, 
r  the  popular  prinoqile  is  the  tnie  principle  of 
this  deeti<ai,  as  indicated  by  the  oonstitntion 
itsdfl  nothing  can  be  more  alwurd  than  to 
abandon  it  entirely  as  soon  aa  the  people,  at  the 
first  ^Bart,  iUl  to  g^ve  a  nu^orilj  a  votes  fii>r 
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one  candidate.  It  looks  like  ponishing  the 
people,  by  forfeitnre,  for  not  being  more  nnani- 
mous.  And  rest  assured,  sir,  they  will  adojit 
means  to  avoid  tiie  penalty  hereafter,  even  if 
yoQ  do  not  amend  the  constitution.  Kot  only 
the  lar^  States,  hut  all  the  States  that  r^ara 
the  principles  and  the  pnri^  of  onr  Govern- 
ment OB  o^eots  worth  preserving,  will  obtain- 
ly  oonoor  in  some  preliminary  measures  to 
make  the  popular  vote  oondurivej  and  prevent 
what,  nn4er  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
is  a  great  national  evil — an  election  by  the 
House  <rf  R^nresentatives. 

In  my  opening  remarks,  I  stated  that.  In 
every  well-orgamzed  Government,  extensive 
powers  must  be  vested  in  the  Executive  De- 
partment; that  the  only  effectual  means  of 
rendering  these  powers  compatible  with  public 
liberty,  was  an  efficient  and  direct  responabil- 
ity  to  the  people ;  and  that  in  point  of  fact, 
the  pown*  of  the  Flwddent  of  the  United  States 
was  nearly  equal  to  tiiat  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land. This,  says  the  gentleman,  is  **an  exag- 
geration too  vi^ent  to  oe  adodtted  in  the  hMt 
of  ai^ument ;"  but,  being  resolved  to  surpass 
his  antagonist,  in  whatever  he  undertakes,  even 
E^ould  it  be  ezaggerati<m,  he  asserts  that  the 
ExecDtive  has  no  powr  at  aU;  tAot  w  Aoes 
no  Qtnemmmtt 

The  gentleman  from  Kew  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Bxbtlett)  utges  it  aa  an  at^ment  against 
taking  the  election  of  the  President  from  this 
House,  that  we  are  compelled  to  choose  one  of 
the  three  highest  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for 
by  the  electors;  and  it  is,  theiefbre,  of  very 
Uttle  importance  which  (H  them  we  choose, 
whether  the  bluest  the  lowest.  In  my 
judgmmt,  a  stronger  argument  could  not  be 
advanced  for  divesting  this  House  of  the 
power  it  now  exercises.  If  it  is  of  so  little 
importance  which  of  the  three  prominent  can- 
didates shall  be  elected,  why  bringthe  agitat- 
ing question  into  this  House  f  Why  expose 
this  body  to  certun  distraction  and  probable 
corruption,  when  there  is  no  object  to  be  ac- 
complished by  it  that  will  compensate  for  the 
hazu^}  Shall  the  members  of  this  House 
wantonly  run  into  temptation,  merely  for  the 
sake  of  lUnstrating  their  inocHmptiUe  purity  f 
The  ^tleman  from  Massachusetts  has  said, 
that,  if  the  king  itf  England  were  dective  for 
four  years,  no  ministiy  could  keep  their  seato 
for  four  weeks.  Sir,  if  I  know  any  thing  of 
England,  a  single  election  of  a  king,  by  the 
Parliament,  womd  literally  destroy  the  poutical 
system,  by  l^e  corruption  and  violence  to 
which  it  would  give  nse.  The  same  conse- 
quences, or  very  nearly  the  same,  must,  in  the 
course  of  time,  and  at  no  very  distant  period, 
take  place  in  tiiis  country,  if  we  do  not  make 
this  change  in  our  constitution.  Ambition, 
tiiat,  in  all  ages,  has  either  marched  to  ^npire 
through  blood  and  violence,  or  made  its  inglo- 
rious way  through  fraud  and  corruption,  is  the 
same  active,  resuess,  and  ungovernable  paad(m 
here^  that  It  has  been  fonnd  In  all  other  oonn- 
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tries.  Ho  poUtical  miUenniam  has  opened  upon 
to.  The  nature  of  man  is  unchanged.  We 
esa  only  hope  for  exemption  from  the  cormp- 
tion  and  depravity  whioh  history  records  of 
other  coontnes,  by  avoiding  the  imperfection 
in  our  poliUcal  organization  that  produced 
tbose  evus  in  their  systems. 

Bat,  appealing  tnm  tibe  history  of  other 
eoontriea,  gentlunen  have  tiinmpbantly  re- 
ferred to  onr  own  to  diaprove  the  alleged  im- 
perfection in  the  mode  m  choosing  the  Presi- 
amt.    The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
Qir,  Babtlbtt)  has  called  onr  attention  to  the 
ueetion  of  1801,  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  he  dtes  the  snooess  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
as  a  proof  of  the  fitness  of  this  House  to  per- 
form Uie  electoral  function.   Bir,  the  gentle- 
man oonld  not  have  selected  a  more  unfortn- 
nate  example  to  iUnstrate  his  argument.  If 
ever  there  was  a  dark  and  portentons  period  in 
<mr  pditieal  UiAcrt,  it  was  tiiat  of  tlie  oontest- 
cd  election  between  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
Aaron  Bnrr,  in  the  House  Bq>re6entativee. 
Those  who  were  then  on  the  theatre  of  politi- 
cal lif^  can  tell  the  gentleman  with  what  trem- 
Uing  appreheusions,  with  what  indignant  de- 
nmidationa,  tbe  people  of  the  United  States 
looked,  week  after  week,  npon  the  disgraceful 
drama  that  was  going  on  within  these  walls ; 
wh«i  the  peace  of  the  Union  and  the  fate  of 
tbe  Bepnblio  were  suspended  on  a  thread,  and 
whm  the  nation  was  finally  saved  from  the 
naoiped  dominion  of  a  vile  and  unprincipled 
intr^ner,  more  by  the  Providence  of  God,  than 
rither  by  the  wisdom  or  virtue  of  those  upon 
whom  the  high  duty  had  devolved  of  electing 
m  Freiidait.  ffir,  what  was  the  principle  iu- 
vdved  In  the  attempt,  so  nearly  consummated 
Ity  mcoesB,  to  make  Aaron  Burr  the  Prerident, 
1^  the  vote  ot  this  House  I  It  was  a  question 
naked,  onmitigated,  desperate  usurpation. 
"Witb  the  undisputed  fact  before  them,  tnat  he 
had  not  received  one  solitary  vote  in  the  Union 
for  President,  there  were  found  in  these  widls, 
not  only  one  or  two  men,  but  almost  an  entire  par- 
ty, prepared  to  bid  a  bold  and  reckless  defiance, 
both  to  the  will  of  the  nation  and  the  prinol- 
ples  of  the  constitatkMi.   If  they  had  succeed- 
ed, this  natifHi  would  have  been  shaken  to  ita 
enitre,  and  what  commenced  in  fiwticHi,  would, 
IsDbsbly,  have  ended  in  blood.  And  ^et  this 
scene,  where  all  the  madness  of  faction  pre- 
sided over  the  deliberations  of  the  oondave^  is 
lefwred  to  as  an  argament  ag^nst  taking  the 
dectioQ  from  this  House  I 

But  those,  it  may  be  sud,  were  days  of  fac- 
tious violence,  when  the  country  was  divided 
ioto  two  organized  parties.  I  admit  they  were, 
sir;  and  do  yon  expect  a  new  era  in  history — 
tliat  we  are,  from  this  time  forward,  to  have 
ao  parties  f 

iLs  to  my  own  course,  it  Is  distinctly  marked 
oat  I  shall  liberally  sustain  the  just  and 
proper  measoree  of  this  Administration :  and, 
Ar  the  take  cf  illiHtrating  my  principlee,  I 
viA  I  eould  sustain  them  ill— but  I  shall  as 
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decidedly  oppose  their  re-election.  Brought 
into  existence  by  the  nnfbl  embraces  of  an  un- 
principled coalition,  with  the  "  primal  curse  " 
of  tuurpation  indelibly  stamped  upon  them, 
no  subsequent  measures  can  purify  them  from 
the  original  sin  of  their  generation  and  birth. 

An  honorable  member  from  New  Hampshire 
Qb.  Banun)  has  been  pleased  to  ref^  to  the 
celelnrated  sentiment  of  Crawfbrd — "  Judge 
the  Administration  by  their  measures  " — aa  a 
Just  rebuke  to  the  petulance  of  faction.  Judge 
the  Administration  by  their  measures!  Iso^ 
sir ;  I  will  judge  of  iho  measures  of  the  Ad- 
ministration by  their  own  intrinsic  merits :  but 
I  will  not  Judge  of  the  Administration  by  their 
measures  only,  when  they  come  to  settle  tbe 
accounts  of  liieir  stewar&hip,  and  ask  for  a 
renewal  of  their  trust  It  would  be  just  as 
reasonable  to  ask  of  me,  when  my  horse  is  sto- 
len, to  let  the  jadgmentt  of  condemnation  de- 
pend, not  npcHi  the  fsct  oi  the  lUony,  but  upon 
the  nndnesB  or  cruelty  with  whicu  the  thief 
should  nse  the  Bt<den  animaL 

When  Mr.  HoDcmi  had  fiidahed  his  argur 
ment,  Hr.  Trqcblk  obt^ed  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Etxbrt,  who  begged  leave  to  offer  a 
ringle  word  of  explanation.  The  gentieman 
from  South  Oarolina,  Mr.  E.  said,  has  taken 
occasion,  after  claiming  to  himself  the  merit  of 
exclusive  coneostency  on  this  subject,  to  at- 
tempt to  fix  a  charge  of  inconsistency  and 
change  of  opinion  upon  me ;  and  has  endeavored 
to  support  this  charge  by  a  sdection  of  senten- 
ces, and  parts  of  sentences,  from  an  article 
published,  dx  years  ago,  in  a  J[ounial  with 
which  I  had  an  editorial  connection.  It  Is  a 
sufficient  reply  to  this  charge  to  sa^,  that  I 
never,  in  my  life,  exprMsed  an  opinion  upon 
tbe  subject  of  the  gentleman's  amendment,  hi 
either  branch  of  it,  until  I  came  to  the  ^scua^ 
non  of  it  this  winter.  I  never  could  have  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  for  I  am  not  conscious  of 
ever  having  devoted  an  hour  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  question.  With  respect  to  the  sen- 
timents which  the  gentieman  nas  cited  from 
the  North  American  Review,  though  I  have 
but  a  general  recollection  of  (the  contents  of 
the  article  in  qnestifm,  which  I  have  not  seen 
ainoe  the  correction  m  the  proctf-sheets,  the 
gentieman  knows — since  he  spears  to  have 
read  it  with  care— that  tiiey  refer  to  a  very- 
different  matter.  The  writer  of  that  article 
attempts  a  sort  of  outline  of  the  constitution, 
in  repl^  to  a  remark  of  Jeremy  -Bentham, 
whose  information  of  our  institutions  appears 
to  have  remained  stationary  since  the  Old  Con- 
federation, and  who  actually  speaks  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  the  President 
of  Congress.  Quoting  this  remark,  and  refut- 
ing the  doctrine  implied  in  it,  the  writer  of  the 
article  goes  on  to  say,  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  tbe  United  States  is  a  National  Gov- 
ernment, (not  like  the  old  one,)  a  Oonfoderaoy 
of  the  States.  The  President  is  the  President 
of  the  pe(^ ;  the  B^eeentaUvas,  the  Bepra- 
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lentativea  of  the  peoide;  the  Jndioiary,  the 
Jndidary  of  the  pe<^ ;  and  the  Senate^  the 
only  branch  whtoh  TeprasentB  the  States  as 
sooh :  that,  had  the  Uiifon  been  a  oompact  rim- 
ply  between  the  States  as  snob,  the;  would 
have  had  an  eqaal  vote 'in  the  ohcdoe  ot  Presi- 
dent, &c.  All  this,  rir,  is  nnqnestionabfy  tme. 
The  gentleman  sa/s,  these  were  my  former 
Tiews;  they  certainly  are  my  present  views: 
for,  though  the  present  constitation  was 
formed  by  compact  between  States  equally  sov- 
ereign, it  ia  not  itself  a  compact  between 
States,  retuning  each  an  eqaal  share  of  the 
sovereignty,  as  was  the  case  with  the  former 
Oonfbderatiioii.  I  fl«dy  grant  the  gentleman 
that  the  writer  of  the  article^  in  spying  that 
the  r^esentatim  in  the  Senate,  is  t3ie  only 
trace  m  Pedenl  eqnality*  ^sll  into  an  nror,  no 
donbt,  from  the  haste  and  cardessneas  incident 
to  anonymoas  periodical  vii^ig.  The  choice 
of  President  is,  also,  in  some  respects,  federa- 
tive :  this  is  not  matter  of  opinion,  aa.  whit^ 
to  ground  a  charge  of  inconsistency :  it  Is  mat- 
ter of  fact,  overlooked  or  omitted  by  Uie  au- 
thor of  the  essay  which  the  gentieman  cites. 
The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolina  and  myself 
do  not  differ  as  to  the  proposition  that  the 
choice  of  the  President  is,  to  a  certun  extent, 
a  federadve  faatore  of  the  Government  We 
difi^  aa  to  the  right  now  to  alter  that,  which, 
at  the  time^  was  ued  by  compromise,  between 
parties  then  equally  aoTerdgn,  and  who  agreed 
to  ^ve  up  oertdn  portions  of  their  eqnfd  sov- 
ereignty, and  no  more ;  and  to  estabUsh  a  Gov- 
ernment to  a  certun  degree  National,  and  to  a 
certain  degree  Federative. 


Satoedat,  Apifl  1. 
AmtmUiunt  0/  Ms  GmttUttHtm.  ■ 

The  Hoose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IfoDcmm, 
went  into  Oommitteeof  the  Whole  on  the  state 
ot  the  Union,  Hr.  MoLasx,  ot  Delaware,  in 
tiie  chdr,  on  the  amendments  proposed  ^  Ur. 
UoDorriB,  to  the  constitution. 

Ur.  Tbdcbu  addressed  the  oomndttee.  He 
be^an  by  si^^,  that  the  Loorians  had  a  stat- 
ute whldi  reqa^fed  the  person  who  intended 
to  propose  an  alteration  or  amendment  of  their 
Jktjidammtal  louu,  to  go  into  the  assembly  of 
the  people,  with  a  rope  round  his  neck ;  and  if 
he  failed  in  Us  plan  of  alteration  or  amend- 
ment, the  statute  declared  that  he  should  be 
instantiy  hung  up,  without  any  fbrther  trial  or 
conviction.  He  thought  it  poa^ble  that  similar 
enactments  might  be  useftd  in  our  and  gen- 
eration, to  repress  the  ragt  in  &rot  of  amend- 
ing oraistitnt^ns ;  but  he  did  not  wish  fbr  tnah 
a  law  at  present  beoanae  there  were  some 
twenty  plana  before  the  House  to  ammd  the 
Federal  Oonstitution ;  nineteen  of  which  would 
fail  beyond  a  doubt,  and  probably  the  other, 
also ;  and  of  course  the  law  of  the  Locrians,  if 
in  force  among  us,  would  sweep  us  off  by  tens 
and  twenties,  and  thin  our  ranks  most  marvel- 
lously. But  he  would  hold  it  op  to  the  com- 


mittee as  a  fit  remedy  for  premature  and  use- 
less innontiiHU  in  uie  coarse  of  lei^alatioa. 
Uistmiana  teU  us  that  these  Locriana  made  no 
alterations  in  the  body  of  tiieir  laws  for  about 
two  hundred  years ;  during  which  period  they 
were  a  prosperous  and  a  h^ipy  people;  q»> 
planded  and  admired  by  all  the  other  Btatoa  of 
Greece  around  them. 

Mr'.  T.  was  in  favor  of  theproporitifxi  to  ex- 
clude the  eleotion  from  the  Blouse,  but  was  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  any  scheme  which  would 
diminuh  or  impur  the  full  power  of  the  States 
t9  regulate  the  whole  subject,  as  separate  inde- 

Kndeni  bodies^  or  communities  of  people.  His 
Btjndgment  was  opposed  to  the  districts,  and 
be  sbonld  vote  against  the  IMstriot  ^stem,  un- 
less he  should  nod  the  people  of  his  State  in 
&Tor  of  that  plan.  It  was  admitted  on  all 
rides,  in  debate,  that  the  States,  in  adopting 
the  Distriot  system,  would  have  to  surrender 
aomo  portions  of  tluur  ^ver  over  the  election ; 
and  tids  was  not  consistent  with  hii  views  of 
Federal  or  State  policy.  His  opinion  was,  be- 
fore he  came  into  Oongrees,  that  the  Federal 
Govemmeut  was  rather  too  weak  and  ieeUe  to 
maintain  itaelf  against  the  States :  but  he  was 
now  fully  satisfied  that  the  States  were  the 
weaker  vessels,  and  he  would  not  agree  to  in- 
crease their  weakness  by  taking  power  irom 
them. 

He  would  Tot&  he  sidd,  with  tiie  gentieman 
from  South  Carolina,  Qtr.  VoDoms,)  in  fitvo* 
of  his  abstract  proposition  to  exclude  the  elec- 
tion fh>m  the  House,  but  not  for  the  reasons 
offered  by  that  member. 

The  great  objection  uived  against  the  pres- 
ent mode  of  election  is,  the  improper  use  tliat 
may  be  made  of  power  and  patrooage  to  cor- 
rupt the  members  and  control  their  votes.  But 
here  a  plain  distinction  had  been  overlooked 
by  those  who  bad  preceded  him  in  argument. 
Ihere  are,  said  he,  two  etasses,  or  divbiona,  of 
this  power  and  patronage ;  first,  the  power  and 
pannage  inddoit  to  the  fteridential  «rfBee| 
and  to  be  exerdsed,  from  time  to  time^ 
man  in.  ofllce,  in  tbe  discharge  of  his  official 
duties ;  and,  second,  the  powOT  and  patronage 
inddent  to  each  of  the  three  candidatee  before 
the  House ;  and  which  each  of  them  could  only 
use  potentially.  These  two  dasaes  of  power 
and  patronage  differ  widely  from  each  other. 
Tbe  first  is  not  comphuned  of;  on  the  contra- 
ry, the  gentieman  (Mr.  MoDuffib)  approved  it 
in  his  first  speech — contended  that  it  was  ri^t 
and  proper — protested  against  its  diminution — 
declared  himself  tbe  last  man  who  would  op- 
pose it — made  it  out  to  be  equal,  or  nearly 
equal,  to  tbe  pow^  and  patronage  of  the  king 
of  Kn^and — thought  it  absolutely  necessary  in 
our  system  of  Government,  and  was  unwilling 
to  place  any  check  upon  it,  except  the  check  <n 
**Bablime  reqxHuibiUty."  In  fact,  tiie  plans 
and  propositions  of  amendment  in  debate,  were 
not  Drought  forward  or  intended  as  a  oheck 
upon  the  exercise  of  power  and  patronage  by 
the  President  after  Iw  is  inducted  into  <^ee» 
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And  nfc  ibe  Fnddent,  after  hii  indnctkm,  may 
DM  &e  flame  power  and  patexmage  to  secure 
Jiure-eleeMMi.  He  oonld  use  it  in  both  Hoiues, 
md  in  the  Statea  and  Districts  alao ;  and  tiie 
pemicions  ^eots  reBolting  fitnn  the  actual  we 
of  it,  h^  or  elflewhwe.  for  a  period  of  four 
jears,  would  fiu-  ezoeed  the  e&ets  reenlting 
from  the  use  of  it  potentially,  by  the  oandidateB 
before  the  Honae,  for  a  few  days,  or  at  most, 
a  few  weeks  only.  And  then  again  the 
Proident,  after  big  re-dection,  may  nae  this 
power  and  patronage  daring  hia  last  term  of 
foor  years,  to  Wng  in  a&Torite  snooMBor. 
And  yet  the  eentleman  offers  ns  no  plan  to 
dicek  the  left-handed  exercise  of  all  &u  mass 
of  power  and  patronage.  He  dreada  the  potoer 
and  patronage imeiima  to  Ike eaadiiatmiefiire 
the  Mnm.  It  ia  tlda  that  he  oompUna  of: 
and  this,  he  thfaika^  win  make  tUs  Sodymore 

owrapt  thaa  ai7  leipslatiTe  body  ever  has  been 

heretofore. 

Mr.  Yascx  then  addressed  the  oommHtee : 
Bir,  the  members  of  the  OraiTentiim  that  framed 
this  oonstitiition  pnt  the  election,  in  the  last 
nsnt,  where  it  now  rests;  uid  I  have  no 
donbt  that  tiiey  viewed  the  whole  gronnd,  and 
wei^ied,  in  a  proper  manner,  the  difBcnlties 
ftat  wne  to  be  encotmtered,  either  in  throw- 
ing it  back  a  second  time  to  the  people,  or  any 
pn-odsting  body  under  the  State  authorities. 
The  geotleman  frtmi  Vii^ginia,  (Ur.  Stbtzn- 
KH^)  to  whom  I  listened  with  ao  mneh  {deaa- 
iin,intheTei7ableTiewhe  to<^of  flie  Fed- 
eral feature*  of  this  GoTramnent,  has  proposed, 
m  the  last  resort,  to  pve  the  election  to  the 
State  LegiaUtnrea.  Kr,  Tolmnes  might  be  spo- 
ken and  written,  in  my  opinion,  to  show  the' 
improprie^  of  snch  a  step ;  if  there  was  no 
other  objeet^n,  the  rimple  fact  that  those 
bodies,  nnder  the  constitution,  have  the  ap- 
pfrintment  of  Senators  confided  to  their  charae, 
woald  be  sufficient  <tf  itself. 

The  EzecntiTO  Deparbnent  oon^sts  of  two 
hnncbes,  the  Fnaident  and  the  Senate.  The 
Bcoate  is  intended  to  operate  as  a  check  nptm 
OePmldeot  The  Senate,  also,  in  ita  Judicial 
dianoter,  is  to  rit  as  aconrt  of  impeachment, 
to  tiy  the  President.  It  is,  therefore,  manl- 
nsL  that  they  oo^t  to  be  as  independent  of 
each  other  in  sentament  and  feeling,  as  practi- 
nUe.  Is  it  not  thai  improper,  that  the  Freei- 
oantsnd  Senate  should  owe  their  eleotion  to 
tbe  Bsme  bodies  of  men  I  I  ask  that  gentle- 
niMi,  seriously,  to  reflect  before  he  takes  this 
I  ask  this  House,  and  this  nation,  to 
pnse  before  they  unhince  the  constitution  of 
Oiir  oonntry ;  to  ronember  the  difflcndties  that 
mranoestorahad  in  bringing  into  soeoessfijl 
opention  tUa  splmdid  monument  of  intelleo- 
tasl  wfsdoin— the  result  of  (me  of  tiie  noblest 
efforts  of  mtttoal  concesrion  and  compromise, 
that  was  ever  effected  by  any  political  body  in 
<0T  age  or  nation. 

Mr.  T.  P.  KooBK,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was 
in  &Tor  of  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Sooth  OaroUna.  They  were  in  strict  ao- 
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oordance  with  a  fundamental  article  in  his  po- 
litical creed,  that  tiie  people  were  the  safest  de- 
poritory  of  every  power  which  it  was  practica- 
ue  for  than  to  exercise.  But  the  dntiea  with 
which  he  had  been  charged,  by  hia  immediate 
constitoenta,  and  the  vigorons  sapport  which 
the  res(^ti(Hia  had  reoewed,  rendered  any  ex- 
ertions, on  his  part,  to  advance  them,  both  in- 
convenient and  umeoessary. 

Mr.  Hamilton  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Hr.  BuoHAiTAN  i^pealed  to  the  cranmittee  on 
the  propriety  of  oloang  the  debate  on  these  res- 
olutions; stating  that  he  had  himself  prepared, 
with  much  eare,  a  speech  on  the  anlt)ed;,  which, 
after  what  had  taken  plaoe^  he  now  woold  so^ 
press. 

Mr.  VnsTKB  pressed  the  same  ptAut,  and 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  Stobbs  asked  him  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, that  he  mi^t  merely  state  that  his  vote  CD 
the  propoeitions  would  be  tbe  same  as  recorded 
on  toe  Jonmala  among  the  yeas  and  nays,  in  a 
former  Oongress;  hot  he  reraeed  to  comply,  snd 
the  question  being  taken,  the  committee  rose. 

Mr,  Wkbstib  then  moved,  in  the  House,  that 
the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  be  discharged  from  the  farther  conMdera- 
tion  of  these  resolntions ;  which  was  agreed  Uj, 
and  the  committee  was  oiscbaiged  accordingly. 

Mr.  MoDimn  then  substituted  for  his  ori^- 
nal  resolutions,  the  amendments  he  had  offered 
in  Oommittee  of  the  WholC)  viz: 

*^liuolted.  That  for  tbe  pnrpose  of  electing  the 
President  and  Tice  Fre^dent  of  the  United  States, 
the  cODstitutioa  ought  to  t>e*  uoended  in  such  man- 
ner as  will  prerent  the  election  of  the  aforesaid 
Cera  from  devolving  on  CoDgresB, 

".Rttolved,  That  a  uniform  system  of  voting  by 
Districts  ought  to  be  esUblisbed  in  all  the  States, 
tbe  number  of  Districts  in  each  State  to  equal  tbe 
number  of  Benston  snd  Bepresentativea  to  which 
Buch  State  may  be  entitled  In  Congress,  and  each 
District  bsving  one  vote. 

*'  Reaolved,  That  a  select  wmimittee  be  appointed, 
with  instrucUcHia  to  prepare  and  report  a  Jdnt  re^ 
olotion,  embradng  the  aforesaid  oqeets." 

Mr.  Coox  again  moved  the  amendment  which 
he  had  offered,  in  Committee  vi  tbe  Whole,  aa 
an  addition  to  the  first  bruch  oS  Mr.  Moi).^ 
amendment,  viz  x 

"And  as  wQl  authorize  the  votera  qualified  to 
vote  for  the  membetB  of  the  House  of  Rcpresenta- 
tfves  of  the  United  States  hi  each  State,  to  vote  di- 
rectly, in  inch  oianner  as  the  Legislature  thereof 
shall  direct,  for  the  aforesiid  offloers,  reserving  to 
each  State,  after  tbe  fiidlure  to  make  a  ebirice  of 
either  of  the  aforessid  officers  in  the  primary  eleo- 
tion, on  the  principle  that  such  primary  election  b 
now  made,  ao  equal  Tote  in  such  election;  and 
that  a  conrention  be  authorized  in  each  St^e,  to 
set  on  tbe  aforesaid  amendmeDts." 

Mr.  Wiomm  moved  to  am«id  Mr.  OooeV 
amendment,  by  striking  out  that  clause  which 
proposes  the  calling  of  a  convention  in  each 
State  to  consider  the  ameitdnientB  that  may  be 
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sent  down  to  the  Berenl  States  for  aooeptanoe 
<a  r^eotion. 

Mr.  S&inn>XBBnowiii0Tedtll«  A«r<nu<?iMt- 
Uotiy  (the  effect  of  wMbh  preoludee  all  ameod- 
ments  and  debate,  and  requiree  at  onoe  a  decision 
on  the  m^a  qneetion  before  the  Honae.)  The 
motion  of  Mr.  Sadsdkbb  was  snatuned, — taee 
86,  noea  60.  The  pnviom  qneatUm  waa  then 
pat,  vis;  ** Shall  tiiemdn  qaeatioaiMnr  betak- 
en!" 

On  tiie  decision  of  this  qnesUon,  Ur.  Powkll 
oalled  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  order- 
ed, and  were — jeaa  1S8,  nays  64. 
.  So  it  waa  determined  that  the  main  qoe^ion 
ahonld  now  be  taken. 

Ifr.  MoDrxna  called  for  ft  dirMon  of  the 

Seetion,  that  the  vote  ndght  be  taken  first  on 
i  {HTopoddon  to  remoTe  theftvddflntial  Eteo- 
tion  from  the  House  o{  Bepreeentatlves,  and 
then  oa  the  IMatriot  QystMn;  whloh  waa  agreed 
to. 

The  qneetioQ  waa  aooordingly  stated  on  the 
following  reeoIndoQ,  tIz  : 

**JR«aelnd,  Thai,  for  the  imrpose  of  eleoUog  the 
Frerideat  and  YUe  PreiideDt  of  the  United  States, 
the  constitution  ought  to  be  amended  in  such  man- 
ner as  will  prerent  the  election  of  the  aforesaid 
OflicerB  from  devolrlng  on  Congress." 

And,  by  reqneat  of  Mr.BA8BOUB,of  Tiiginia, 
the  qaestion  was  taken  by  yeaa  and  uqr^  and 
deoided  as  follows : 

Tsia— Messrs.  Adsma  of  K.  T.,  Addams  of 
Alexander  of  Ya.,  Alexander  ^  Tenn.,  Allen  of 
Tenn.,  Alston,  Anderson,  Angel,  Armstrong,  Ash- 
ley, Bailey,  Bad^r,  Barbonr  of  Va.,  Bamejr,  Bas- 
sett,  Bajues,  Blair,  Boone,  Brent,  Bachanan,  Buck- 
ner,  Cambreleng,  Gampbdl,  Carson,  Carter,  Gary, 
CaMedy,  Cl^bome,  Cooke,  Conner,  Cook,  Cramp, 
DaTenport,  Deits,  Drayton,  Edwards  of  Fenn.,  £d> 
wards  of  V.  C,  Estm,  flndlay  of  Fenn.,  FIndlayof 
Ohio,  Fosdick,  Gamsey,  Oarrison,  Gist,  Govan,  Oar- 
ley,  Hallock,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Harden,  Haynes, 
Bemphill,  Henry,  Hines,  Hoftnan,  Holmes,  Honston, 
Hugiinin,  Hnmphrer,  Ingham,  backs,  Jennings  of 
Ind.,  Johnson  of  Va.,  James  Johnson,  liVuicia 
Johnson,  Kellogg,  Kerr,  Eremer,  Lawrence,  Le- 
oompte,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little,  Livingston,  Long, 
Manknm,  HaraUe,  Markell,  Harkley,  Hartindale, 
Har^  of  N.  T.,  McCoy,  McDoffle,  McKean,  Mc- 
Lean of  Ohio,  McHanus,  McNeill.  Mercer,  Merri- 
wether  Metcalfe,  Miller  of  V.  T.,  Jas.  &  Mitchell, 
ICtchell  of  Md.,  Utchell  of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Kr., 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Orr,  Owen,  Peter,  Plumer,  Folk, 
porter,  Powell,  lUves,  Boss,  Boas,  Baondera,  Saw- 
yer,  Scott,  Smith,  Sterenson  of  Fenn^  SteTeoson  of 
Va.,  Stewart,  TaUafeiro,  Tattnall,  Aylor  of  Va., 
Test,  Thomson  of  Fenn..  Thompeon  of  Ga.,  Thomp- 
■on  of  Oluo,  Treirant,  Trimble,  Tncker  of  8.  C, 
Yerplancl^  Ward,  Weenu,  Wbittemore,  Wickliffe, 
WilUanu,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson.  Wilson  of 
B.  C,  WilKm  of  Ohio,  Wol^  Woods  of  Ohio,  Wor- 
thington,  Wurta,  and  Tomut— 18S. 

Nan.— Hessn.  Allen  ^  Mass.,  BBldwh^  Bartlett, 
Bartiey,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Beecher,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Clarke,  Condict,  Crowninsbieli^  Dana, 
Dwight,  Eaatman,  Ercrett,  Forayth,  Hasbrouck, 
Hes^,  Herrick,  Ingersoll,  &idder,  Locke,  Mallarj, 
Mattocfcs,  MeLane  of  Del.,  Merwin  of  Oonn.,  IGner, 


[Ann^UM. 

Newton,  O'Brien,  Fearoe,  Phe^M,  Beed,  Sand^ 
Sloane,  Spragne,  Stem,  Strong,  Swan,  Tomlinaon, 
Toeker  of  N.  J.^an  Benaseliier,  Vance,  Vamom, 
Vhiton,  Wales,  Webster,  Whiiqile,  White,  Whittle. 
sey.  Wood  of  K  T.,  and  Wright— SS. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
The  qnestion  was  then  taken  oa  theJbOowiDg 
(aeoond)  naolBtiiMi : 

"  JlMolfled^  That  a  udfbrm  system  of  Toting  by 
Diitricts,  ought  to  be  estabUahed  In  all  the  States, 
tike  nomber  of  IHstricts  hi  each  State  to  equal  the 
nomber  of  Senators  and  Beprsaentatives  to  whkh 
Booh  State  may  be  entided  in  riaminas,  and  mA 
INstrict  ha^ng  one  Tote." 

And,  by  request  of  ICr.  Lmu,  dedded  hf 
yeas  and  n^^  which  resulted  as  followa : 

TzAS.- Messrs.  Adams  of  N.  T.,  Alexander  of 
Tenn.,  Allen  of  Tenn.,  Alston,  Anderson,  Angd, 
Armstrong,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Badgw,  Barbour  tf 
Va.,  Bamey,  BayOes,  Blav,  Bryan,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carson,  Carter,  Glubome,  Cocke,  Cod- 
ner,  Deits,  Bdwards  of  N.  C.  Estill,  Fiudlay  of  Ohio, 
FoBdi<A,  Garrison,  Govan,  HaUook,  Hamilton,  Har- 
ris, Hasbrouck,  fiaydeo,  Henn,  Hines,  Hoffman, 
Holmes,  Houston,  Hngnnin,  Uumjdirey,  Ttiji—m^ 
Isacks,  Johnson  of  Va.,  James  Johnson,  nands 
Johnson,  Kellogg,  Kerr,  Kremer,  Leoompte,  Lin- 
coln, Uttle,  UviiuBton,  Long,  Mangmn,  Maimble, 
Markell,  MartindaTe,  Marvin  of  TS.Y^  McDoffie, 
McKee,  McHaniu,  McNeill,  Mercer,  MUIer  of  N.  T., 
Mitchell  of  Md.,  Mitchell  of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ey., 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Owen,  Peter,  FInmer,  Polk, 
Porter,  Powell,  Beed,  Rose,  Boss^Sanndera,  Saw- 
yer,  Scott,  Smith,  Veriduu^  Ward,  Webster, 
Weems,  White,  Wbittemore,  WlckliSe,  WillianM, 
Worthington — 90. 

Sajs. — ^Messrs.  Addams  of  Pa.,  Alexander  of  Va., 
Allen  of  Mass.,  Baldwin,  Bsrtlett,  Bartiey,  Barber 
of  Conn.,  Baasett,  Beecher,  Boone,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Carey,  Gaasedjr,  Chike, 
Condii^  Cook,  Crowninshield,  Orun!^  DaVis,  Dav- 
enport, DraTton,  Dwight,  Eastman,  Ererett,  Ed- 
wards of  Pa.,  I^dlay  of  Pa.,  Fornth,  Gist,  Owley, 
Harvey,  Hajmes,  Healey,  Hemphill,  Herriclc,  Inger- 
soll, Jennings  of  Ind.,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Locke,  Malhry,  Harkley,  Uattocks,  McCoy, 
McKean,  McLane  of  D«L,  McLane  of  Ohio,  Herri- 
wether,  Merwin  of  Oonn.,  Metcalfe,  Miner,  James 
a  Mitdiell,  Kewtoa,  O'Brien,  Orr,  Feareot  Phelps 
Blres,  Sands,  SmAue,  Stevenscn  of  Fa.,  Steveiisai 
of  Va.,  Stewart,  Korrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Tmliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Taylor  of  Va.,  Test,  Thomson  of  Pa., 
Thompeon  of  Ga.,  Thompaon  of  Ohio,  TomUnson, 
Treivant,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  N.  J.,  Tucker  of  S.  C, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Vance,  Vamum,  Vinton,  Wales, 
Whipple,  Whittlew,  James  Wilson,  Henry  WUson, 
WDson  of  &  O,  WQson  of  (Uiio,  Wolf,  Wood  of 
N.      Woods  of  Ohio,  Wrigh^  Wurts,  Toung— 102. 

Bo  the  seoond  resolotion  waa  r^eoted. 

Mr.  MoDumx  then  mored  that  tba  fint  rea- 
oloUon,  which  had  been  agreed  toy  be  refwred 
to  a  seleot  oommitteej  to  report  thereon  to  thii 
Hoose. 

The  motion  was  carried— i^ea  118. 

The  committee  waa  ordered  to  oonsiat  of  S4 
members,  as  follows: 

Hr.  MoDdtteb,  Mr.  Lmoour,  Mr.  BurrLm^ 
Mr.  Bailht,  Hr.  FBaBCB,.Ur.  Ih0R8olL|  Ur. 
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Minoon,  lb,  Bomux,  "Mr,  Oabbkdt,  Vr. 
Kinm,  Ur.  JldLsAXt  of  Ddawan,  lb.  Ln^ 

lU^lb'.  &TK7KKB0II0f  TflL,  Mt.  SaWDBBB,  Jil. 

Timu,  Mr.  Gampbbii^  Ibr.  Tbr,  Kr.  Oooz, 
]fr.  Tkdibu,  Mr.  Polk,  Hr.  Soon,  3fr.  Own, 
Mr.  HcKi^  and  Mr.  Bsnr. 
And  theo  the  Home  a^ooraed. 


HoKDAT,  April  8, 

Hi.  TB<mAB  H.  Snx,  a  Bepr«seatatiT«  from 
the  State  of  PemujlTama,  in  the  plaoe  d  the 
Hoo.  Patrick  Farrelly,  deoeaied,  appaand,  was 
qoalified,  aod  took  ms  seat. 

Diplomatie  Addremei. 

TbBSoBiamiagTmilBtion^offeni  V  luou, 
of  TfOBeMS^  on  Satordaj,  was  taken  up : 

"^BtttM,  That  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
Slates  be  requested  to  eommaoicate  to  thk  House, 
copies  of  the  mbUc  addresses  delivered  bj  the  His- 
iM«m  of  the  Uiuted  Sutes  to  the  Klog  of  Sp&iD, 
taatt  the  ye*r  I81B,  and  elm  such  corresposdenee 
ai  mj  have  occorred  between  the  ministers  of  the 
Caited  Sutea  and  any  of  the  ladependent  Govern- 
■lentiofSpoidihJUnedes,  relaUngtoelthvof  asid 
addreaes ;  or  an  j  oonunonle^oos  tnm  soy  oriF  our 
lOniitecs  at  such  Gorsmments  to  oar  Oovnnment, 
is  rdsdoo  thereto." 

Ifr.  laun  said  lie  would  briefly  state  the 
teasoDs  for  dedring  this  cslL  He  was  not  aare 
that  any  very  important  informatioo  woold  re- 
salt  froin  it ;  and  he  ooold  assure  geatlemen  he 
did  not  ssk  for  these  papers  witli  any  view 
finding  &alt  with  what  had  been  done  by  any- 
body. But  the  House  was  about  entering  upon 
the  ooondnation  <^  the  general  aobject  of  onr 
rdstions  with  Spain  snd  with  the  South  Ameri- 
csn  BepnUios;  and  he  thonght  it  was  deslrsble 
fiat  ss  fidl  a  view  as  possible  should  be  obtamed 
of  the  whole  gronad.  With  thto  view  it  was 
^hehadmoTOdthenwAitioD.  Itmi^tbe 
that  some  chan^  had  taken  plaoe,  within  these 
twoyearapast,m  thoTiewaof  oar  Ooremment 
towards  Spain,  and  it  m^t  be  that  the  South 
American  Bepablics  had  noticed  some  change. 
It  nri^t  also  be  deurable  to  see  and  nnderstand 
in  wbst  light  they  oonsidered  snch  apparent 
chsnge,  ana  bow  tiie  Bat;)eot  had  been  treated 
by  oar  Ministers  to  those  Goremments. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  observed  that  he  did  not  know 
of  sny  publio  inoonvenienoe  that  woold  rwilt 
from  sn  adoption  of  the  resolution;  and^  even 
if  be  did,  it  would  be  a  very  ungradons  task  in 
bim  to  oppose  it.  He  thought,  however,  that 
it  Dssdea  son*  little  modiftoaticHi ;  he  would 
wtmA  sudb  modiflcation  to  the  genllenuui  who 
luid  moved  it,  but  should  himself  make  no  spe- 
cific motioo  to  efitet  it. 

The  resolntfofl,  said  he,  calls  for  the  pnUio 
■ddnssea,  deliverad  by  our  ICniiters  to  certahi 
foc^pi  Governments.  Now,  striotly  speaking, 
there  are  no  addresses  delivered  In  pablic 
Wben  a  Minister  goes  to  a  foreign  Oovemment, 
be  presents  his  credentials  to  the  head  of  the 
Govenunent,  aooompanied  by  a  speech,  if  he 


thinks  proper—bnt  this  latter  is  discretionaiT. 
This,  however,  is  not  striotly  a  public  address. 
Whenever,  afterwards,  any  interchange  of  let- 
ters becomes  necessary,  an  andienoe  is  demand- 
ed of  the  Minister  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
the  letters,  Ac  There  is  one  other  occssion 
when  a  Minister  has  the  right  to  present  an  ad- 
dress. If  he  thinks  that  the  Minister  of  the 
Government  who  holds  diplomatic  interoonrse 
with  him  is  aotnated  by  an  unfriendly  dispori- 
tion,  and  manifests  It  by  unfair  and  improper 
treatment,  he  may  demand  an  audience,  and 
make  his  appeal  to  the  head  at  the  Government. 
I  do  not  kiww.  bowevei^  that  this  has  ever  been 
duM  by  any  Minister  <a  this  Goremment  If 
I  nndeistand  the  ot^t  of  tlw  gentleman's  rsa> 
olntion,  it  is  to  get  oopiesof  the  addresses  dclif^ 
ered  by  our  Ministers  to  Spain,  &a,  when  tiiej 

K resented  their  oredentiaJs,  or  were  about  to 
lave  the  country,  and  I  suggest  to  him  so  to 
modify  the  resolution  as  to  embrace  his  oMeot 
more  diBtinotly.  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  on 
the  subject  of  these  addresses.  If  any  Judg- 
ment un&vorable  to  oar  present  Minister  to 
Spun  has  been  formed  from  any  thing  that  has 
appesred  in  the  newspapers,  as  his  addresato  the 
^wnish  oonrt,  great  injustice  has  been  done  to 
faun.  The  first  knowledge  possessed  here  of 
that  address,  Is  from  a  translation  of  it,  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  Gazette  of  Madrid.  That  print  is 
under  the  absolnte  control  of  the  Oonrt.  The 
translation  of  the  address  has  no  donbt  been 
prepared  for  that  paper  in  order  to  produce  an 
effect  in  Spain.  I  happen  to  know  the  fidelity 
of  the  translations  msae  for  that  psper.  The 
expreesions  which  are  thonght  to  be  of  a  &vor- 
able  kind  for  the  Government,  are  made  as 
strong  as  possible.  Mr.  F.  here  referred  to  a 
Message  of  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States  to  Congress,  whidi  he  sidd  was  ^wulated 
Boblsely,thatl»  was  veiy  sua  ooold  thePirasfc- 
dent  have  read  ft  in  the  Madrid  Gazette,  be 
woold  not  have  known  his  own  language.  I 
bad  some  idea  of  oomiddning  of  this,  ssid  lb, 
F. — (he  was  at  the  time  our  Wiuster  to  Spain) 
— ^bnt  I  knew  it  woold  do  no  good.  Every  paper 
fur  the  Madrid  Gazette  is  prep«wl  nnder  the 
eye  of  the  Govenunent^  wiui  a  view  to  prodnc- 
ing  an  effect. 

Mr.  IsAOKs  signified  his  acceptance  of  the 
modification  proposed  by  Mr.  Fosstth. 

Mr.  Wkbstib  sudtUs  wssasmall  businessi 
If  any  call  of  this  kind  was  to  be  made  at  all,  ha 
was  m  favor  of  going  for  the  whole.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  says  that  speeches  are 
made  <m  prwwntiiig  credentials  ^  a  foreign 
oonrt,  and  on  taking  leave.  These  are  compli- 
mentary, of  conrse;  ihvj  are  considered  as 
hardly  offidaL  and  he  believed  were  viewed  ss 
but  m  littto  importance  at  any  time.  In  the 
same  way,  addresses  of  congratulation  and  of 
condolence  were  made,  but  they  were  mere 
matters  of  compliment.  As,  therefore,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  bearing,  in  the  papers  asked  for 
by  the  resolution,  on  any  subject  likely  to  come 
bef^  the  Hoose,  though  the  task  of  opporing 
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tbe  call  migbtbe  some  what  iavidiooa^e  thoofj^t 
the  resolation  ongfat  not  to  pass.  Why  was 
thUoalltogobaoknoflirtberthanlSlSI  Why 
not  sweep  the  fivrign  tdkea  dean  A  onoe  t 
Why  do  we  want  the  addrenea  at  talcing  leave  t 
If  the  reaolotiOD  must  go  to  the  Prerident,  let  it 
at  least  go  in  ita  original  fmm,  calling  ouy  for 
thoee  ddivered  on  preeentatiotu  He  thooffbt 
the  inqtdiy  not  wortn  pursoing,  and,  under  that 
impresnon,  woold  move  to  lay  the  reeolnticm  on 
the  table. 

The  qneaUon  b^g  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WxaanB  prevuled — ayee  76,  noea  67. 

So  the  reaolntion  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Honse  tben  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Stxtshboh,  of  Va.,  in  tbe  ohur,  oo 
the  report  of  tbe  oommittee  to  whom  waa  re- 
ferred tbe  Message  of  tiie  I^eaident  in  relation 
to  t&e  Miasion  to  Panama;  which  report  oon- 
clndes  with  the  following  reaolntion : 

*'  Smolvad,  That,  in  tbe  otdnioa  of  the  Home,  tt 
b  expedient  to  amntypriate  the  flmda  necMury  to 
•ndile  tbe  Pnddent  of  the  United  Btatoa  to  aend 
Widsten  to  tbe  CongreM  of  nauuna." 

Mr.  MoLasx,  of  Del,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, wbioh  he  pre&ced  by  remarking  that  be 

E referred  deferring  the  delivering  of  bis  views 
1  sopport  of  the  amendment  to  another  time. 
He  did  not  offer  it  with  any  view  of  unbarnaa- 
ing  tbe  general  snl^ec^  Init  from  a  sense  of  tbe 
dn^  he  owed  to  himselC  and  to  those  who  sent 
hhn  hen.  He  wished  that,  before  he  was  call- 
ed to  express  his  sentiments,  the  committee 
wonld  so  fbr  indulge  him  as  to  allow  the  amend- 
,  ment  to  be  printw:  and,  in  the  meanwhile, 
woold  rise  for  that  pnrpose. 

The  amendment  proposed  Mr.  McLAn^  is 
■sfbllows; 

"It  being  aaderttood  as  tbe  O|rfnion  of  this 
Hoose,  that,  as  it  lua  always  been  the  settled  policy 
of  this  GfOTeromeDt,  in  extendins  our  eommerciu 
relations  with  foreign  nations,  to  uve  wi^  them  as 
little  political  connection  as  poastble ;  to  preserve 
peaee,  eommeroe,  and  fttenduiip,  vlth  aQ  nations, 
and  to  fbnn  entangUng  alUaneea  with  none ;  the 
Ministers  who  may  be  sent  shall  attend  at  the  said 
OoD«reu  in  a  diplomatic  character  merely ;  and 
ought  not  to  be  anthorized  to  dlscoas,  conrider,  or 
eoBBult,  upon  any  proposition  of  ollianoe,  offensive 
or  defensive,  between  this  eoantry  md  any  <^  tbe 
South  American  Govenuneots,  or  any  stipnUtiim, 
compact,  or  declaration,  btniUng  tbe  United  States 
in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  rerist  interference 
from  abroad  with  tlie  domestie  concerns  of  the 
aforesud  GoTemments,  or  any  measure  wliich  shftll 
commit  the  present  or  future  neutral  rights  or  da- 
ties  of  these  United  States,  either  as  may  regard 
Knropean  nations,  or  between  the  several  Statea  of 
Mexico  and  South  Anerica.** 

Mr.  CaowNiiraHiKLD  expressed  his  assent  to 
this  arrangement,  thoogb  opposed  to  tlie  amend- 
ment. 

.  Mr.  FoBSTTB  said  he  was  veij  dedrons  of 


[Am^  IStt, 

Doming  to  suns  nnderstanding  with  tbe  gend^ 
man  who  had  moved  tUs  amendment,  so  that 
he  might,  widiont  embarrassing  it,  present,  at 
the  same  time,  to  the  committee,  ano^MT 
amendment,  which  be  had  prepared,  and  whidi 
better  met  bis  views ;  bnt  he  waa  very  to 
offer  it  aa  an  amendmoit  to  tbe  geutleman*a 
amendment,  yet  did  not  know  how  dse  to  get 
it  before  tbe  committee"  conristent^  widt  uw 
roles  of  the  House. 

The  Chairman  decided  that  it  oonld  not  oome 
before  ^e  oommittee  in  any  other  form. 

Mr.  FoBSTTa  then  read  his  resolution  as  fol- 
lows, and  gave  notice  tlu^  in  oase  that  of  Mr. 
MoLajk  £onld  not  prevail  be  would  ofier  bis. 

*'  That,  in  tiie  ofhdoa  of  tbe  House,  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  make  an  upn^iriation,  to  endile  the  Fk«ri> 
dent  to  send  HlniBters  to  be  present  st,  but  nfit  to 
tiecome  members  of^  tbe  Congress  of  tbe  Americsn 
Statea  at  Panama ;  it  l>eing  distinctiy  understood 
that  tbe  sud  Iflniaters  are  to  be  authorized  merely 
to  exptem  to  that  Congress  the  deep  Interest  of 
this  country  in  the  security  and  prowerity  of  tbe 
other  American  States ;  to  ex]^a.  If  req;aeste^ 
tbe  principles  which  govern  the  Uiuted  States  !n 
their  political  and  commerciat  intercourse  witb  all 
foreign  nations;  to  receive  and  to  remit  to  their 
own  Government  any  proposition  that  tbe  whcde  or 
any  one  of  the  powers  represented  in  Congress  may 
ttdnk  proper  to  offer  for  tbe  conrideration  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  fiutes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLahk,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  the  Honse  ordered  both  the  res- 
(dntions  for  amendment  to  be  printed. 

Pmitentiari//or  DUtrict  ^  Gohm^^ 
Tbe  Honse  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thokboit, 
of  Pennsylvania,  took  np,  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  providing  for  tbe  erection  of  % 
Penitentiary  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia.  An 
amendment  was  proposed  to  tha  bill  by  Mr. 
TRoifsozr,  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  original 
bill,  and  insert  a  new  one.  This  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and,  after  some  conversation,  the  biU 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
wurosBsd,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  ftom  the  Senate,  fbr  ftirther  reflat- 
ing the  aooountability  of  publio  offloera,  next 
underwent  some  disonsalon  in  Oommittee  <tf 
tbe  Whole,  where  it  was  supported  by  Messrs, 
Hamilton  and  Tattvaxx.  It  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Cast,  on  the  ground  of  its  going  to  enlarge 
tbe  patnmage  of  tbe  Executive,  and  increase, 
instead  of  economize,  tbe  publio  expenditure. 
He  fuled,  however.  In  sacoeasive  moUons,  to 
amend  the  bill,  and  to  lay  It  on  tbe  table;  and 
the  bill  waa  wdered  to  be  read  a  thud  time 
to-morrow. 
Tbe  Houe  Bloomed. 


TuESDAT,  April  4. 
The  resolution  offered  some  days  since  by 
Mr.  MuoxB,  calling  for  information  in  relatioo 
to  tbe  cargoes  of  Uie  slave  ships  Coostitation, 
Louisa,  and  Marina  tlie  discussion  of  whiiih 
was  airested  yesterday  t^^  tbe  Spxazb^  on  ao- 
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«(WBt  of  Um  time  iar  the  oouideration  (rf  nao- 
httkma  baTing  expired,  came  np  m  the  nnflaiahed 

\msDam. 

Od  Ui»  Tceolatiim  the  debate  was  flurther  om- 
fimd  by  Heon.  Kbbobb,  Whii^  md  FonnH. 

Wom  Inbred  a  di^t  amwdntqit,  wbMi 
TO  aooepted  by  Tdr.  Ifncn  as  a  modiflcatioa 
of  Ui  mMloD ;  and,  after  some  ezplanatioos  by 
Xr.  FoBBXTs;  and  observations  io  oomplete  ez< 
cnlpttioD  of  the  character  of  Jndge  Tat^  the 
eneatiui  was  taken  an  the  resohitioo,  as  modi- 
fied, intbe  fbUoving  fi»m: 

Jtaehed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeasnry  be 
£reeted  to  communicate  to  this  Home,  tach  por- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  the  Jndice  of  the  Snperior 
Court  oFWcet  Florid*,  Beting  aa  Commiaiioner  un- 
der the  nmtb  article  of  the  treaty  of  2Sd  February, 
1819^  aa  relates  to  the  rights  of  eertain  peracMW 
Aetcia  named  to  the  canoes  of  tlie  sIstc  TcaBeh^ 
Conatfaatioo,  I,oniaa,  and  Ibrliio;  and  that  he 
abe  '""fi"*?  the  amount  of  the  aereral  ioms 
of  Beo^,  if  any,  paid  to  the  said  ohdmaota  re- 
medwtif  i  the  datea  of  the  payment,  and  the  aa- 
tiMrity  under  which  they  have  beta  aiade. 

Thus  modifled,  the  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 

"Mr.  DiATTOv  mored  the  jUlowing : 

Btaehti,  That  the  conititntfon  be  so  amended, 
tfiat.  If  no  can^date  tat  the  Pre&dencr  of  the 
Tnilcd  Sutea  shall  receixe  a  majority  of  the  whole 
ainnber  of  Totea  in  the  primuy  c<^gea  of  electors, 
that  tbe  candidate  haTing  the  two  highest  nombers 
en  the  list,  shall  again  be  voted  for  In  tbe  same 
■anner  as  at  the  first  ballot ;  tbe  votes  at  tbe 
■eeond  ballot  to  be  counted  by  Statea;  and  that 
the  deetton  for  the  Vice  Preaidency  of  tbe  United 
Sutee  ahsn,  under  tbe  same  circnmstaacea,  mutatis 
mutudia,  be  conducted  in  tbe  same  maimer,  and 
be  regulated  by  the  same  prinupleB. 

Xttetmi,  Tut  no  one  who  waa  an  elector  of  the 
Prtsldent  and  Tiee  ^eddent  In  the  primary  cot 
lac**,  shall  be  eligiUe  as  an  elector  at  the  second 
ekedoa. 

These  resolotions  were  referred  to  the  Seleot 
Cfflmnittee  of  twentj-foor,  on  the  general  sab- 
Jeet. 

The  foHowing  Joint  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
tte  was  twice  read,  and^  on  motion  of  Hr.  Cook, 
of  niiniHa,  was  referred  to  tbe  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union — Ayes  62, 
Saj»69. 

"  Smelved,  the  SemaU  a»d  ffovat  of  JUpnaenta- 
fcn  •/  tke  UntUd  State*  of  Awteriea  in  Comtw  (u- 
tmbUd,  tma-tMirdt  of  both  ff<MUt  concurnnff,  that 
tte  CgBowiBg  amendment  to  the  Couatitution  of  tbe 
tritcd  States  be  proposed  to  the  Le^latures  o[ 
•ererel  SUtes ;  and  which,  when  ratified  by  tbe 
I^S^ores  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be 
Had,  to  all  mtents  and  pnrpoaes,  aa  part  of  tbe  aalA 
coaaitadon." 

"Ke  person  who  ahall  have  been  elected  to  the 
Aa  of  Preaident  ta  the  United  SUtes  a  second 
•■e,  shall  again  be  eligible  to  that  office." 

Jlution  to  Panama. 
The  Hooss  then  ■weat  into  Committee  of  the 
'Vkols,  Ifr-  Snmonoir,  of  Virginia,  in  the 
cbtr,  on  tba  iqpoit  cC  thci  Oommittee  (tfFor- 


«      [H.  w  B. 

dgn  B^tions  oa  the  Ibsssf^  ttf  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  Btates,  propoaiDg  to  send  Minis- 
ters to  Panama;  wfaion  report  conclndea  with  a 
recommendation  of  tbe  following  resolvei  viz : 

"  Beaolftd,  That,  In  tbe  orinlon  of  the  House,  It  Is 
expedient  to  appropriate  the  funds  necessary  to 
enable  the  FrMident  of  tbe  United  SUtes  to  send 
Minute rs  to  the  Congreas  of  Panama" — 

And  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr,  IbjLui^ 
of  Delaware,  yesterd^,  being  under  oonaidera- 

;  tion,  in  the  following  words : 

"It  being  understood,  as  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  that,  aa  it  has  alwaya  been  the  settled  policy 
of  thia  Oovarnment,  la  eztoiding  our  commerdd 
relations  irith  Ibrdgn  nationa,  tonave  with  them  as 
little  political  ccHinectioa  as  posdble ;  to  preserve 
peace,  commerce,  and  Menduiip,  with  all  nations, 
and  to  form  entangling  aUiancea  with  none;  the 
Mmisters  who  may  be  aent  ahaU  attend  at  tbe  a^d' 
Congress  in  a  dli^omatic  character  merdy;  and 
ought  not  to  be  authorised  to  dlsensa,  ooaaider,  or 
eonsolt  upon  any  propontlai  of  alliance,  ofltaalve 

.  or  dafBoaivej  between  this  country  and  any  of  tlie 
Boath  American  GovemmentB;  or  any  stipulation, 
compact,  or  declaration,  binding  the  United  States 
in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  rerist  interference 
from  abroad,  with  the  dcnaeatic  concema  of  tbe 
aforeaald  QovemnwBta;  or  any  maasore  wbleh 
idball  commit  die  present  or  ftatnre  neutral  righta  or 
duties  of  these  United  States,  dthn  as  mw  regard 
European  nations  or  between  the  several  States  criF 
Mexico  and  South  America." 

Hr.  UoLahs,  presnmisg  that  Uie  amendment 
he  had  offered  yesterday  was  still  within  his 
ooDtrcd,  desired  to  modU^  it^  l)y  adding  to  it 
the  following : 

•*  Leaving  tbe  United  Statea  fires  to  adopt,  In  any 
event  whk£  may  haimen,  affecting  the  relationa  n 
tbe  South  American  Oovemments  with  each  other, 
or  with  fbrei^  nations,  snob  measures  aa  tlie 
friendly  dispoaiti<m  cherished  by  the  American  pe» 

Ele,  towards  the  people  of  those  States,  and  the 
onor  and  Interests  of  this  nation,  may  dictate." 

In  Bubmitting  this  naolntion,  Hr.  MoLaint 
said  hehadbeenaotnatedbyaseikBeaf  thednij 
he  owed  to  himself  and  to  those  vho  had  hon- 
ored him  with  a  seat  onthisfloor.  He  had  cdp 
deavored,  in  wording  the  resolation,  to  cm* 
brace  all  those  prindples  wbldi  had  onaraoter- 
ized  Uie  policy  of  the  United  States  from  onr 
earliest  liistory ;  and  his  great  object  in  offering 
it,  was  to  preserve  that  policy  unimpaired.  He 
had  founded  the  resolution  on  principle  wholly. 
He  was  indifferent  wtiat  was  the  pbraseolt^ 
employed,  and  was  ready  to  sabmit  to  any  moa- 
ifioation  which  might  be  proposed,  provided  it 
did  DOt  imp^  the  foroe  and  virtue  of  the  reso- 
lution in  the  preserration  of  the  ]Hind[dss  it 
contained. 

The  measnre  to  vUoh  it  related,  waa  one  ot 
great  importonoe,  and  was  whdly  novd  and 
unprecedented.  The  manner  in  whioh  it  bad 
been  at  first  presented,  the  manner  in  whioh  it 
had  been  Bince  oondncted,  and  in  which  this 
Honse  had  now  been  called  to  deliberate  upon 
it,  all  went  to  show  that  it  was  novel  in  ita 
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character.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  nnderstood  to 
taj  that  it  wu  therefore  improper  or  inexpedi- 
ent; bat  it  was  oertaioly  novel,  and  it  was 
therefore  the  dnty  of  the  Honse  to  ponder  it 
veil.  B»  ocmadered  it  as  a  sntjeot  on  whitdi 
the  Bow  oonid  not  be  left  too  free  in  its  deltb- 
erations ;  no  extraneons  infinenoe  of  any  kind 
onght  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  ita  diaonaaioo. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  source  from  whence 
it  proceeded  on^t  to  have  the  smalleat  infla> 
enoe;  with  him  it  had  none;  it  neither 
weakened  the  force  of  the  conaderatlons  in- 
Tolved  in  the  measore  itself^  nor  did  it  in  the 
least  strengthen  them.  He  profeaeed  to  feel, 
and  be  did  feel,  all  proper  respect  to  the  func- 
tionaries of  the  Government— «11  that  it  became 
him  to  feel  as  a  member  of  this  Honse :  he  did 
not  profess  more,  nor  did  he  feel  any  more.  He 
tboni^t  it  very  iqjndidona  to  connect  vith  tiiia 
deliberation  any  infloenoe  an  ezti^ndc  kind. 
Every  propoeed  meaanre  of  the  Qo^mment 
■honld  be  to  atand  on  ita  own  basis.  If  the 
preaent  meaanre  was  to  be  considered  on  accoant 
of  the  source  fWmi  which  it  proceeded,  that 
■onroe  shoald  have  had  the  wholeresponsibility. 
But  when  the  Execntive  throws  it  o£^  and  snb- 
mita  the  measure  to  this  Honae,  it  comes  here 
free  from  all  connection  with  that  infloenoe. 
The  members  of  the  House  are  called  to  deliber- 
ate on  it,  on  their  own  responsibility.  The  eon- 
stitutiooal  respon^bility  pertains  alone  to  the 
Exeoative  Department  None  other  has  to  do 
with  it  as  a  pnblio  measore.  If  it  had  origi- 
nated in  the  Exeoative  Department,  and  been 
carried  on  by  it  alone,  whatever  oonseqnenoes 
of  good  or  evil  might  flow  frtnn  it,  the  entire 
amount  of  responsibility  would  devolve  on  the 
Exeoative  alone.  in  tills  case,  the  Executive 
had  assumed  this  legitimate  and  oonstitutional 
renwnsibili^ — if  the  President^  after  the  Senate 
had  approved  of  thia  mission,  had  come  to  this 
House  and  asked  nmply  for  an  appropriation, 
Kr.  HoL.  wonld  have  been  willing  to  grant  it 
with  fewer  scmples  than  he  now  felt ;  because, 
then  the  Presidant  would  have  had  the  whole 
reqwnsibility.  But  the  Executive  had,  he 
wcold  not  aay  ahnnned  the  nqionsibility,  hot 
bad  not  aasnmed  tiie  wlude  oonatitntionu 
qxnuibQify  which  belnwed  to  him.  He  does 
in  snbstanoeiay,  that  ahhoogb  in  his  jodgmenL 
it  waa  proper  Uiat  Hinisters  sbonld  be  sent  and 
ahonld  attend  this  Oongress,  yet  he  will  not 
aend  tiiem  unless  this  House  expresses  its  appro- 
bation of  the  measure,  unless  we  are  willing  to 
share  the  ren>onsibility,  and  shall  say  it  is  right 
that  it  should  be  done.  By  choo^ng  this  course, 
the  Preeident  submits  the  measure  to  the  free 
determination  of  Congress.  He  says  he  cannot 
send  these  Ministers  without  our  approbation, 
and  be  therefore  submits  the  plan  to  our  free 
delibcvatioQ.  I  aay  I  do  not  censure  this  ooorae, 
and  I  am  very  ^no»«  in  so  aaying;  there  ia 
mudi  In  the  novelty  and  pecnliar  cuaraoter  of 
this  measure,  which  may  make  it  prudent  in  the 
Executive  to  choose  ant^  a  coarse ;  bat,  when 
Ia«iy  this,  ItianoTerUideflB  tnui  that  the  meaa- 
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are  ia  submitted  to  us,  and  that  we  must  ex- 
press an  opinion  upon  it.  We  cannot  recom- 
mend the  measure  without  bnng  a  party  to  it. 
The  President  aaks  us  not  only  for  money,  bat 
for  onr  (pinion  alao.  If  he  had  asked  for  money 
(Uly,  I  Toold  {^ve  it  witii  leas  hesitation,  but 
he  aska  tiie  Houe  to  decide  oa  the  propriety  of 
tiie  meaanre.  Hb  request  is  submitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Fweign  A&irs,  who,  after  full 
inveatigaUon,  reoranmend  a  reaMntiui,  expreaa- 
ing  tiie  opinion  of  tiiia  Honse  in  favor  of  tlie 
expediency  of  the  mission. 

If  I  have  not  entirely  mistaken  this  aabject^ 
I  think  the  time  has  arrived  in  which  this  House 
is  called  opon  to  express  an  opinion  upon  some 
of  the  topics  connected  with  this  mission.  It 
is  due  to  oorselves ;  it  is  dae  to  the  Presidoit; 
it  is  dae  to  the  country,  that  we  should  expreai 
an  minion.  Things  which  are  now  floating  in 
the  imaginatioiia  of  ^utiemen;  whioh  boitb 
to  beget  variooa  pditioal  qtecnlatioDa ;  to  nua- 
lead oar fimctitmariea abroad;  to  deconte  tlmr 
ailments,  or  make  a  figure  in  their  difdoma^ 
communioations,  are  likely  soon  to  booome  no 
uDsubatantial  pageant  It  ia  time  they  were 
brought  to  some  definite  form — that  they  were 
brought  down  to  our  Judgments;  that  we  may 
see  what  they  are,  and  deal  with  them  as  they 
deserve.  Ever  since  the  memorable  Jfessage  of 
the  late  President  Uonroe,  we  have  seen  the 
misconstructions  to  which  certain  parte  of  that 
Uessage  have  been  exposed ;  we  have  eeen,  too, 
the  oonsequenoes  to  whiw  they  have  led. 
Thoae  ezpressiona  have  be«i  aeixdd  npon  and- 
cherisbed  by  oar  public  ftmotitmariea ;  and  now 
we  assail  them  tor  proceeding  on  the  ground  ci 
tiiat  language,  though  we  have  done  nothing 
to  disavow  it  If  we  disapproved  the  aeoti- 
ment,  or  did  not  intend  to  adopt  it,  we  ongfat  to 
have  acted  before.  We  ought  to  have  sud  so 
when  the  Uessage  was  delivered. 

Ur.  Chairman,  I  cannot  reconcile  myself  to 
the  explanation  which  is  given  in  conversation, 
and  in  tiie  language  of  debate,  in  anoth  w  quarter, 
respecting  this  Message.  It  will  not  do  to  treat 
it  OS  a  pledge  from  ourselves  to  ourselves,  or  as 
deslgnedto  throw  the  moral  weight  of  the  min- 
ion o£  this  nation  Into  the  oanse  ot  these  Gov- 
emmenta.  Nor  oan  it  be  considered  aa  ha^ng 
pwformed  its  office,  beoanae  forogn  hiterfoi^ 
enoe  haa  not  Iritherto  been  made.  Ite  efficacy  ia 
to  be  tested  when  the  danger  oomee :  and  if  it 
prove  unreal,  then  it  will  be  any  thing  bat  moral 
What,  then,  does  its  lanifnage  mean  t  What  does 
it  ^ve  out  ?  Is  it  a  deouration  «n  terrorem  only 
— to  be  good  if  others  are  alarmed  at  ite  sonnd, 
and  good  for  nothing  if  they  have  the  temerity 
to  disregard  it  ?  Is  it  simply  a  vaporing  I  Or 
does  it  contain  substance  i  We  say  we  wiU  not 
look  with  indiflbrence  on  certain  attempte  of  the 
powers  of  Europe  in  respect  to  South  America. 
!rhe  substance  of  this  declaration  evidentiy  is,  that 
we  are  prepared  to  resist  any  aneh  attempt  Tbia 
is  either  the  holding  ont  a  threat  with  the  hope 
that  that  threat  would  be  snffident,  or  it  meana 
that  we  Intend  to  exeo^  the  ihnu,  when  the 
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tinw  for  execating  it  shall  arriTo.  Is  this  what  is 
meant  f  If  itisnot^thetiireatBhoaldnotbemade; 
or  if  made,  should  not  be  recognized.  8ap- 
jwriitt  the  crUs  ahtnld  arriret  aad  this  dedara- 
tioii  uoold  be  understood  as  meaoing  reaist- 
aooa:  What  can  ve  aonrer!  Oan  we  toll 
these  powers,  that  we  meaot  only  to  take  a 
moral  attitsde  ?   That  the  ezpreenon  of  the 
Preodent  waa  merelj  a  declaration  of  onr  ab- 
stract opimonsf    That  it  waa  made  without 
any  intention  ever  to  carry  it  into  eflbctt  Bir, 
I  am  nnwilling  to  place  myself  or  my  ooontry 
in  that  attitade. 

Bnt  the  craestion  now  aasmnes  a  gwrar 
dtaraicter.  The  resistance  ImpUed  in  that 
Hirest,  is  now  to  he  a  matter  <k  formal  and 
pnblio  diaoDssion.  It  ia  to  be  disooased  at 
Panama.  And  we  are  oaUed  on  to  ^ve  an 
o^nioo  io  relatioo  to  the  expediency  of  disoasft- 
iag  it  thmi  Han  Is  where  the  subject  presses 
on  me.  If  wa  were  left  sfioaL  U  woald  be 
anotlkM'  thing ;  but  we  are  edled  to  aet.  We 
cannot  avoid  it  if  we  would.  Oonld  this 
Honae,  or  would  it,  avoid  ez|madi^  an  opinion 
npon  this  topio,  if  it  were  now  snbroitted  for 
oar  legislatiTe  action — if  we  were  called  on  to 
oiable  the  Execative  to  carry  it  into  effect? 
Certainly  it  ooold  not  It  is  tree  the  sahjeot  Is 
not  DOW  brought  here  for  a  deoidoo ;  bnt  It  is 
carried  to  Panama,  and  we  are  to  send  Mini»> 
ten  there  for  the  ezpraes  pnrpoee  of  discnsnng, 
amo^n^  and  rednoing  it  to  some  definite 
atapolatitm.  It  becomes  the  daty  of  the  House 
to  consider  wdlanoh  a  postmw  of  thm^l 

Aa  to  the  natore  of  me  Oongreas  at  Pfluoama, 
the  Tiew  J  propose  at  present  to  t^e  <k  the 
tftmtl  sal^eot^  in  explanatiw  of  my  amend- 
BMttt,  relieves  me  trom  the  neoesslw  at  any 
Tccy  minate  oonnderation  (rf  it,  and  I  have  no 
desire  to  trouble  the  Honse  with  any  nnneoea* 
iary  remarks.  I  most  be  permitted  to  say, 
(and  I  am  rinoere  in  the  deolaratioiij)  that  I  do 
not  coaonr  with  the  Oommittee  of  Foreign  Be- 
lations  la  thdr  view  of  this  Congress.  I  do 
not  mean  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  there  by  oar 
IGoistera,  bnt  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  par- 
tiis  tbemaelTes  in  this  Congress.  I  have  no 
Idea  that  it  la  to  be  a  mere  diplomatio  meetiiuf 
Bi  renrds  the  Sonth  American  States.  I  think 
that  the  deliberatloQS  there  are  intended  to  be 
trading  on  the  parties  without  anr  revision  of 
it!  dedaioDa,  by  their  rei^eoUve  uovemments. 
1  Mk,  bow  did  that  OoDgrees  at  first  oripnatet 
Ihe  Sooth  American  St^es  agreed  npon  it  by 
traaties  between  each  oth^— it  Is  in  those 
treaties  that  the  powers  of  this  Congress  are  to 
bs  fonnd— -and  when  we  oonsolt  ^e  treaties, 
ve  find  that  the  Congress  is  the  result  of  a 
"compact  of  anion,  league,  and  ocmfederatioo ; 
it  is  to  be  charged  with  cementing,  in  the  most 
Km  and  stable  manner,  the  intimate  relations 
whidi  ooght  to  exist  between  all  and  ev«y 
«w  (tf  the  eontraoting  parties ;  it  is  to  serve  aa 
a  coondl  in  the  great  oonfiiots^  as  a  raDying 
poiat  in  the  common  danger^  aa  a  ftithftu  in* 
KipiMcr  of  their  pubUo  treaties  whm  diffl- 
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oulties  occur,  and  aa  an  nmpire  and  condliator 
in  tbflir  disputes  and  differences.  All  these 
objects  are  to  be  acocnnpliahed  by  the  Oongreu^ 
not  by  the  partiet  creating  it,  and  it  mast  im- 
osfsarily  have  the  power  ^  ^ving  effect  to  its 
own  dedsions.  Each  party  to  the  OoDgress 
most  be  boDttd  by  its  acts,  as  tb^  would  ha 
bound  by  a  treat; ;  for  it  la  by  treatgr  stipolar 
tion  they  have  oonftrred  its  powers.  The  very 
reservations  in  the  treaties  with  reroeot  to  tills 
Congress,  is  oondnsive  proof  of  the  view  I 
have  advanced.  That  reservation  extends  only 
to  their  national  sovereigntv  over  tiieir  mnnioi- 
pal  affi&irB,  and  to  their  relations  with  foreign 
nations,  not  parties  to  the  Confederation,  or 
Congress.  The  exercise  of  these  is  not  to  be 
interrupted  by  the  Congress ;  bnt  with  this  ex- 
ception, there  is  no  limitation  upon  ita  powers ; 
as  to  all  (^er  matters,  its  acts  mart  be  recog- 
nized aa  Un^g;  and  snpposa  oar  lOolsten 
should  oondude  a  treaty  wiui  any  of  the  Booth 
American  States  at  this  Congress,  and  any  diffl- 
oolty  should  afterwards  arise  as  to  its  Interpra- 
tation,  who  are  to  be  the  arhiten  irf  the  dl^ 
puts  1   The  Congress  at  Panama. 

None  will  deny  that  the  settled  poUoy  of  this 
ooontry  has  been  not  only  pacific  and  aeatral, 
but  has  been  to  avoid,  as  for  as  poedble,  all  par- 
tidpation  in  the  concerns  of  other  powers,  all 
pohtioal  connections  and  entangling  alliances 
and  associations  not  necessary  for  commerdai 
purposes.  It  is  for  the  interest  and  happiness 
of  the  people  that  snofa  a  policy  dioold  prevdl, 
and  it  u  the  dnty  of  tiie  tfswniiwswtto  mate  It 
prevaiL  It  la  toe  doty  Of  a  wise  Goremmrat 
to  consult  the  true  and  pennanoit  interest  of 
the  nation  over  which  it  Is  the  goardian :  It 
pertains  to  such  a  Government  not  to  act  nnder, 
DQt  to  repress  all  pnblio  exdtement  of  this  kind, 
thoogh  it  be  in  the  main  the  excess  of  a  good 
feding.  Pnblio  sympathy  may  be  often  aroosed, 
and  the  people  under  such  exdtement  will  ea- 
gerly esponse  the  cause  of  a  suffering  nation.  In 
snoh  a  crisis,  it  becomes  the  Qovemment  to 
keep  a  steady  coarse  of  policy,  and  avoid  the 
surrounding  danger.  The  momrat  it  oasts  loose 
from  those  moorings  of  fixed  and  steady  prin- 
dple,  we  are  all  afloat  and  liable  to  be  dnwn 
about  by  every  gast  of  popolar  exdtement.  The 
nentrali^  oi  1798  was  proclaimed  by  "the 
Father  of  his  Owmtiy"  upon  this  principle:  it 
was  an  a(^  of  tiie  oool  bat  firm  moderation  ot 
the  &0MrMiMii<  <^>erating  on  ibopeople;  It  ma 
the  bads  ot  this  neatru  ptdi^y,  and  was  the 
preservation  of  the  country.  The  American 
people  was  infinitely  more  excited  in  behalf  of 
the  French  Bevolation  than  it  is  now  in  the 
canse  of  these  Sonth  American  States ;  and  waa 
such  as  woold  have  carried  the  nation  into  a 
war,  bnt  for  the  wisdom  and  coolness  of  the 
Government.  T^e  same  was  the  case  with  re- 
spect to  the  Greek  straggle.  It  wash^ledwitb 
acdamatiMi  in  every  part  this-  ooontry,  hot 
tiw  Goremment  moved  steadily  <m  and  kept 
down  the  exoess  of  Mhig.  The  same  was  the 
ease  with  legaid  to  tha  Sontih  Anurioan  Btatei. 
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This  was  another  case  in  which  the  moderation 
of  the  GoTemmeat  ooonteraoted  and  controlled 
the  pnblic  exdtement.  Gentlemen  all  recollect 
how  slow  we  were,  howoantions  and  deliberate 
in  aoknowled^ng  their  independence.  This  care 
and  oantion  was  the  aat  of  the  GoTanunent,  and 
was  considered  by  some  as  very  oenaorable.  But, 
in  raj  Judgment,  it  was  wise  and  salntary.  So 
in  the  present  case,  it  b  the  datj  of  the  Govern- 
ment— it  is  the  duty  of  this  Hoose  to  interpose, 
and  to  prevent  oar  being  hurried  into  measures 
incompatible  with  onr  fundamental  poliov.  If 
neatralitj  is  oar  settled  pdicv,  they  ahonld  have 
reasons  of  the  strongest  and  most  satisfactory 
kind,  who  denre  to  change  it ;  and  I  am  com- 
pelled to  say,  all  that  part  of  the  Message  which 
relates  to  thb  sabject  is  unsatisfactory  to  me.  I 
cannot  assent  to  its  reasoning.  It  takes  this 
valedictory  addreas  of  the  VUber  of  his  OoanbT 
aitfaefinindatlonof  our  neutral  pdiey.  BatU 
was  not  so.  That  policy  was  oommensnrate 
with  the  very  existence  of  the  Government,  or, 
if  not  with  its  ezistenoe,  it  ori^nated  at  least  as 
early  as  '98.  That  rslediotory  address  did  not 
create  the  poliqr.  The  policy  exbted  already. 
It  was  l^d  in  the  fonnostions  o£  the  Oorera- 
ment.  The  address  only  advised  the  country  to 
oontinae  to  adhere  to  it.  The  oMect  of  the  ad- 
dress, I  repeat  it,  was  not  to  t^^ate  bnt  to 
oontinne  this  policy.  I  think  its  spirit  has 
e^nally  been  mistaken.  If  I  have  not  greatly 
misunderstood  its  import,  it  had  no  relation  to 
any  partioolar  pet^fe  or  particDlar  time,  but 
•mbnoed  all  time  and  all  paofde.  ^le  neat 
ab^Mt  it  had  in  ^w  was  to  keep  us  out  <^Uie 
qiunela  of  all  other  naUom;  to  dlsoonneot  ns 
from  th^  disputes  and  broils,  whoever  and 
whwever  they  mi^t  be.  Its  operadcm  wonld 
be  to  leave  the  country  untrammelled,  and  to 
praeerve  to  U  the  ri^ht  of  free  deliberation  when 
any  oiisis  should  arise  which  o^ed  upon  it  to 
act.  There  may  have  existed  additional  and 
peculiar  motives  to  recommend  this  policy  at 
that  particular  time,  and  in  regard  to  European 
nations. 

Mr.  Webbtxb  said,  that  he  did  not  mean 
at  present  to  do  more  than  to  state,  in  very 
few  words,  what  he  thooffht  of  this  ameodment 
"When  it  was  moved  by  tm  honinmUe  member, 
looking  at  it  as  the  eSbrt  to  better  a  measure 
which  the  honorable  member  meant  to  support, 
and  not  as  a  mere  operative  in  delMUe^  he  had 
&lt  a  very  sincere  usporition  to  agree  to  tt  for 
one.  Bnt  it  appeared  to  him  imposrible  to  do 
so,  without  departing  from  principle,  as  well  as 
precedent.  It  would  be,  as  he  tiionght,  to  give 
instmctions,  by  this  House,  to  a  foreign  Minister. 
Disgtiise  it  as  we  might,  the  substance  was, "  we 
will  agree  that  the  Minister  shall  go,  if  we  may 
be  allowed  to  draw  his  instructions."  He  would 
ask  two  questions:  first  Does  not  the  consti* 
tntitn  vest  the  Executive  power  in  the  Fred- 
dent?  Second.  Is  not  the  giving  <tf  InstrueUons 
to  IQnisters  abroad,  an  exercise  of  EmcuUvc 
power  ?  Why  should  we  take  this  responribUity 
upon  ourselves  t  He  denied  that  the  ^eaident 
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had  devolved,  or  could  deVolve,  his  own  consti- 
tutional  re8ponsibilit7,  or  any  part  of  it,  on  tbb 
House.  The  President  had  sent  the  subject  to 
the  House  for  its  ooncurraiM,  by  voting  the 
necessaty  iq>propriation.  B«yond  this,  the 
Baaaa  was  not  called  on  to  act.  We  mi^ 
rvftue  the  appropriation,  if  we  aaw  fit.  We 
had  the  power  to  do  so :  bnt  we  hod  not,  as  ha 
thoa^t,  power  to  make  oar  vote  oonditiona], 
and  to  attach  instmctions  to  it.  There  was  a 
way,  indeed,  in  which  this  House  might  express, 
ana  often  ought  to  express  ita  opinioo,  in  regard 
to  our  foreign  politics.  That  is,  by  resolution. 
He  agreed,  entirely,  with  the  gentleman,  that, 
if  the  House  were  of  opinion  that  a  wfwig 
course  was  given  to  oor  foreign  relations, 
it  ought  to  say  so,  and  to  say  so  by  some  meas- 
ure that  should  aSect  the  wlude^  and  not  a 
part  of  oor  ^ploniatlo  interoourssu  It  ons^  to 
omtrol  all  miaaions,  and  not  one  only.  Tlien 
was  no  reason  why  the  Ifiiiisters  at  Panama 
dicrald  act  undw  these  restrictions,  which  did 
not  equally  apply  to  other  diplomatic  ageoto: 
for  example,  to  onr  Ministers  at  GolomUa, 
Mexico,  or  the  other  new  Stntes.  A  resolntioo, 
expresdve  of  the  sense  of  the  House,  woold, 
on  the  contrary,  lead  to  instructions  to  be 
given  to  them  alt — a  resolution,  therefore,  was 
the  regular  mode  of  proceeding.  We  saw,  for 
instance,  in  looking  at  Uiese  doonments,  that 
our  Government  has  declared  to  some  of  the 
Governments  of  Europe — perhaps  it  has  de- 
dared  to  all  the  priDcipu  powers — that  we 
could  not  consent  to  the  transfer  of  Oul>a  to 
any  European  power.  No  donht  the  Executive 
Government  can  mtintidn  that  ground  ouly  so 
long  as  it  receives  the  approbation  and  support 
of  Oongresit  If  GoogrMs  be  of  opinion  that 
this  course  policy  is  wrong,  then  he  agreed 
it  was  in  the  power,  and  he  thon^t,  indeed, 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  interfere,  and  to  expresa 
ita  dissent.  If  the  amendment  now  onered 
prevailed,  the  declarations,  so  distinctly  made 
on  this  poiut,  could  not  l>e  repeated,  under  any 
oircurastances,  at  Panama.  iJut  they  might, 
nevertheless,  be  repeated  anywhere,  and  every- 
where else.  Thorefbre,  if  we  dissent  from  this 
(pinion,  that  dissent  riionld  be  declared  by  reao- 
Intion ;  and  that  would  change  the  whole  oouree 
of  onr  ^plmnaUc  correspondence  on  that  subject, 
in  all  places.  If  «iy  ^ntlemau  thinks,  there- 
fore^ (and  such  opinions  have  been  expressed,) 
that  we  ought  to  take  no  measure,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  prevent  tlie  transfer  of  Cuba 
into  the  hands  of  any  Government,  European  or 
American,  let  him  bring  forward  his  resolution 
to  that  effect.   If  it  shall  pass,  it  will  effectually 

Erevent  the  repetition  of  such  deolaratiun^  as 
ave  been  made.  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  not 
oontinne  his  observatioos,  holding  tlie  floor,  at 
present,  only  through  the  courte^  of  the  hooor- 
able  member  near  him,  from  VirginiiL  He 
would  recqiitidate  only  his  oltJeetiona  to  this 
amendment  It  was  unprecedented,  nothing  (tf 
ih»  kind  having  been  attempted  before.  It 
wa^  in  his  opinion,  unoonstitntional;  aaitwaa 
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tikiog  the  proper  nwponsibilit?  from  the  £zeo- 
Qtira^and  exercuing,  oorselves,  a  power  whioh, 
from  its  n&tnre,  bfllongs  to  the  Exeoative, 
ud  not  to  QB.    It  was  preeoriblng,  bj  the 
Boom,  the  instnictioDS  fcH-  a  lOnister  abroad. 
It  was  nngatoiy,  as  it  attained  oonditioaa 
which  rni^t  be  complied  with,  or  wight 
sM.  And  laatif  f  if  geatlem«i  thon^  it  im- 
portani  to  exprev  m  aeiue  of  the  Hooae  on 
these  sotgeeta,  or  any  of  them,  the  r^nlar  and 
coatomaiT  way  was  by  reaolaunu   At  preaent, 
it  seemed  to  him  that  we  most  make  the  APPi]o- 
pri&tioa  wtthoat  conditions,  or  refuse  it.  The 
A«sidant  had  laid  the  case  before  ns.   If  oor 
opinion  of  tfae  character  of  the  meeting,  or  its 
Mijecbi,  led  ns  to  withhold  the  appnniriatioD, 
we  bad  the  power  to  do  so.   If  we  had  not  so 
mach  oonfidenoe  in  the  Execative,  as  to  render 
ns  willing  to  trast  to  the  oonatitational  exercise 
of  the  BxecntiTe  power,  we  hare  power  to  re- 
fiue  the  monn.  It  ia  a  direct  qoesUon  of  ajB 
or  mo.   It  the  iCnisten  to  be  aent  to  Fuiama 
not  be  tniited  to  act  Uke  i^er  Ministers, 
vnder  the  iDstmodona  of  the  EnoatiTe^  they 
ongbt  not  to  go  at  all. 

Mr.  Pownx  addressed  the  oommittee  to  the 
fi^owii^  effect : 

I  am  in  Caror,  "Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  proposed 
mission ;  and,  of  conrse,  in  &vor  of  the  neoes- 
aary  appropriations  to  carry  it  into  e^t ;  and  I 
will  Ini^y  state  my  reasons.   When  a  diplo- 
matic misNon  has  been  recommended  by  the 
FreaidflDt,  and  has  reoeiTod  the  sanction  at  the 
Senate^  it  ooght,  according  to  my  theory  of  the 
oooatitntiMi,  to  be  an  extreme  caae,  that  would 
warrant  or  Jnatifr  this  House  in  reftaring  means 
to  carry  the  nusswn  into  eflbot  The  Freddent 
and  Senate  are  charged  with  the  treaty-making 
power,  and  the  anpuintendenoe     the  fbrdga 
idaUoos  of  the  nation.   They  possMs  the  means 
of  toqniiing  all  the  necessary  information,  and 
doty  demands  that  they  should  exerdse  this 
power  of  knowing  the  tme  state  of  oar  foreign 
relaticDs.   They  are  the  oonstitational  jndgea  of 
the  p(dicy  and  propriety  of  nil  foreign  mi^oos. 
If  they  abase  this  power,  or  use  it  anwarily, 
the  responability  rests  with  them— they  mast 
aaswer  to  the  ooantry.   I  will  not  say  that 
wcaiioQB  could  not  occar,  where,  nnder  particu- 
hr  cinnmutaooea,  it  would  not  be  in  the  power 
of  thu  House— nay,  where  it  might  be  their 
i^entive  dnty  to  withhold  the  means  of 
eairyiiig  the  proposed  missiou  into  effect.  Bnt 
mcfa  a  case  on^t  to  be  palpable  and  sbHldng. 
These  principles  have  been  sanctioned,  without 
sn  e^eption,  within  my  recollectiOD,  from  the 
oronizatitm  of  Uie  Government. 

The  President  has  recommended  a  mission, 
snd  norciuatwl  Ministers  to  Panama.  The 
Senate,  after  long  and  mature  deliberation,  baa 
■netioned  the  nieasare.  Tfaej  are  responuble 
for  the  measure ;  we  are  asked  for  an  approprio- 
ttuo  to  carry  this  measnre  into  effect.  Unless 
we  see  distinctly  that  the  happiness  or  the  peace 
of  the  nacioa  is  to  be  endangered  by  this  mismon, 
iliioardiit/tOTotafarthe  maani.  It  is  not 
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for  ns  to  look  fhrongh  the  wide  range  of  onr 
foreign  relations  minntely,  to  examine  now  such 
a  measnre  may  operate  npon  the  complicated 
and  varions  relations  we  hold  with  other 
nations,  and  to  pronounce  npon  its  expediency. 
This  would  be  a  departure  from  onr  consti- 
tutional  q>here,  and  assuming  reroondbilities 
not  dcTolnd  upon  oa.  It  is  enoDm  for  na  to 
inquire  whether  this  measore  hanrda  the  peace, 
or  prostrates  the  great  interesta  of  the  nation. 
If  we  are  not  satisfied  that  anch  rvnlta  are 
probable,  we  ought  to  vote  for  the  appro- 
priatioD. 

Before  I  proceed  to  examine  theae  qnestiona, 
I  will  advert  to  the  policy  we  have  punned, 
and  the  feelings  manifested  by  the  people  of 
this  country  in  relation  to  the  South  American 
Bepublics,  from  the  commencement  of  their 
Btru^le  for  self-government. 

If  the  United  States  were  capable  of  acting 
on  aelilah  and  Interested  motivea  excluiavely— 
if  actuated  solely  by  ooniideratioiu  of  national 
pre-emiDenoe  on  the  American  Oontiomt:  it  Is 
evident  our  policy  would  have  been  to  have 
perpetuated  the  colonial  state  of  serntude — ^the 
moral  and  political  degradation  of  Spanish 
America  that  existed  prior  to  the  mighty 
strode  by  which  they  assumed  a  rank  in  the 
scale  of  nations.  In  the  then  state  of  oar 
continent,  we  presented  the  only  efftalgent 
point  np<m  the  political  and  geographic  chart. 
Around  ns,  all  was  dark,  hopeless,  wretched, 
and  degraded.  The  political  uid  moral  horizon 
served  only  to  add  lostre  to  our  brightness. 
Happily  fur  the  cause  c^libwal  and  enlightened 
iMinciplea,  the  ooantiT  that  gave  them  Inrth 
inddged  no  aaoh  ftelmgsw  We  were  flee  and 
happy  ourselves.  We  were  sensible  of  tiie 
blessings  of  our  wise  and  benign  Oovemment. 
We  were  not  yet  safficlently  poutioally  hardened 
to  have  become  basely  selfieo.  We,  at  an  early 
period,  ttam  the  first  dawning  of  hope,  n}|oicea 
in  their  snccessee,  and  sympathized  in  their 
disasters.  Under  tfae  inflnenoe  of  these  honor- 
able and  magnaoimoas  feelings,  impelled  by 
public  sentiment,  at  the  first  moment,  consistent 
with  Justice  to  ourselves  and  good  &ith  to 
others,  this  Government,  in  the  year  1822, 
voted  an  appropriation  m  100,000  dollars  to 
enable  the  President  to  reeoffnuo  a  portion  of 
these  Stotea  ai  independent^  bj  aenffiug  Ministers 
to  them. 

We  stood  foremosL  as  it  became  us  fo  do.  In 
reoogiUdng  them,  in  despite  of  the  angry  frowns 
and  threatening  intimations  of  Spain.  Nay, 
more,  we  did  t^ia  in  the  very  teeth,  and  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  policy,  of  the  allied 
sovereigns  of  Eorope.  The  act  was  worthy  the 
Government,  and  in  strict  accordance  witii  ita 
professions  and  avowed  policy. 

Are  we  prepared,  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
to  admit  that  this  magnanimoas  act  was  the 
resiUt  of  transient  feeling  and  fleeting  enthusi- 
asm 1  or  are  we  determined  to  assert  it  as  an 
act  of  wisdom,  Justice,  and  philanthn^y  1  We 
han  hitherto  ooosldered  it  a  snt|Ject  of  honest 


Digitized  by 


Google 


96 


ABBIPGUENT  OF  THB 


H.  or  B.! 

pride,  that  we  led  the  iray,  and  marked  the 
road,  to  the  exteosioD  of  liberal  and  enlightened 
principles.  We  have  beUeved  that  we  had 
given  the  first  great  impoJse  to  the  prin<^ple  o( 
Belf-govenuiieat,a8  belon^ag  to  eoligutened  man. 

Bat  it  be  said,  that  topics  are  to  be  there 
diaetused,  and  aaljecta  to  be  propoaed  for  nego- 
tiation, that  mar  endanger  the  peace  and  oom- 
promit  the  high  interests  of  the  nation.  It 
strikes  me,  Kr.  Chairman^  as  a  novel  doctrine 
in  diplomacy — ^that  a  nation  is  to  abstain  from 
negotiating  for  the  aecarity  and  advancement 
of  ita  interests,  becanse  sabjecta  may  be  dis- 
eossed,  and  measnres  proposed  for  adoption,  in- 
consistent with  neutral  relations,  and  sttbver- 
rive  of  its  interests.  Did  the  United  States  vio- 
late its  nentralitj  in  the  year  1798,  by  tiie  rab- 
Jeots  disoossed  and  the  proposal  made  in  onr 
special  message  to  France — the  history  of  which 
misnon  ia  familiar  to  every  gentleman  on  this 
floOTt  Bhoold  we  have  violated  onr  neutral 
rdatiwa,  daring  the  late  European  wars,  by 
any  proposition  made  to  this  Government,  or 
to  its  envoys  abroad,  to  take  part  in  the  war, 
and  the  discussion  of  such  prooo^tion,  resulting 
in  its  rejection  f  I  presume  tois  will  hardly  be 
oontended.  It  Is  not  the  propositions  made  or 
discussed  between  Ministers,  that  violate  neu- 
tral relations ;  it  Is  the  result  of  soch  discus- 
dons  alone,  that  can  have  that  effect.  If  we 
have  le^timate  objects  to  attain,  by  a  misrion 
to  Panama,  we  neither  endanger  onr  peace, 
subvert  our  interests,  nor  violate  our  nentjali^. 

Is  not  this  mission  demanded  by  high  and  im- 
portant considerations,  bearing  directly  npon  the 
special  interests  of  the  Union !  In  my  numble 
opinion,  it  would  have  been  a  crimlud  derelic- 
tion of  duty,  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  to 
have  declined  the  mission.  I  will  proceed  to 
present  some  of  the  objects  of  deep  interest, 
inviting  the  vigilant  attention  of  this  Govern- 
ment, connected  with  the  Congress  at  Panama. 
These  Southern  Bepublics  having  a  population 
of  thirty  millions,  abounding  in  aU  the  means 
and  resonroes  <xf  power^Hezioo  alone  covering 
mHm  the  mq>  almost  as  mnch  space  as  the 
United  States,  and  bordering  upon  our  southern 
frontier — are  bound  together  by  common  feel- 
ings, common  interests,  and  by  solemn  treaties, 
offensive  and  defensive.  Can  we  shut  our  eyes 
upon  the  period  when,  in  the  course  of  human 
events,  collisions  of  interests,  and  jarrings  of 
policy,  may  place  us  at  issue  witli  some  or  all 
of  tiiem  I  Do  we  derive  from  these  considera- 
tions, no  motive  to  meet  them  in  discussion, 
upon  suhteots  connected  with  onr  present  and 
future  relations  with  tiiem  f  May  not  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  if  Judioioosly  employed^  result  in 
the  adjustment  (n  a  uniform  commercial  policy, 
npon  a  fixed  basis,  that  may  postpone,  if  not 
entirely  prevent,  collision  on  this  frnitM  subject 
of  war  ?  If  the  oid  of  our  advice  and  expe- 
rience can  improve  the  political  or  moral  con- 
dition of  the  SuQthem  States,  are  we  not  bound. 
In  reference  to  our  own  interests,  to  afford 
them  the  aid  of  both!  Hay  not  our  Ministers^ 
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by  argument  or  persuasion,  exert  a  powerftal 
i^nenoe  in  preventing  aehemee  bung  devised 
and  matured,  detrimoital  to  onr  intereeto  both 
commereid  and  pditical  ?  These  general  con- 
stderationSj  would  of  themselvw  afford  an  ada- 
qoate  motive,  to  my  mind,  for  the  missOT. 
There  are  some  specific  objects^'  however,  in 
which  we  have  a  deep  interest,  that  will  form 
sobjeots  of  discussion  in  the  Congress.  The 
documents  before  ns  disclose  a  fixed  purpose, 
on  the  part  of  the  Southern  Bepublics,  to  assail 
Spain,  through  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  This 
purpose  has  only  Iwen  delayed  at  onr  earnest 
solicitation,  and  the  subject  is  for  disooseioa  at 
the  proposed  Congress. 

I  presume  there  oan  be  but  me  aentfanait 
npon  thia  aulffect  in  this  Union.  It  ia  demand- 
ed oS  this  Govwnment,  by  every  ocmnderatioa 
of  self-preservation — the  great  law  of  natore, 
and  paramount  to  all  other  law — ^by  our  inter- 
ests, and  by  humanity,  not  to  suffer  the  present 
condition  of  Cuba  to  be  altered.  If  this  isluid 
is  revolntionized,  and  they  are  separated  from 
the  Spanish  Government,  what  are  to  be  the 
consequences  f  Another  St.  Domingo  tragedy 
^  to  be  acted  over  again.  The  power  goes  into 
the  hands  of  the  block  population,  at  the  sacri- 
fice and  extermination  of  tne  whites.  Anarchy, 
confiscation,  and  oonfbuon  ensues.  An  export 
trade  of  mx^y  milUona,  in  which  we  have  a  aeq> 
stake^  ia  amuMlated.  The  oommeroe  of  th» 
oonntoy  receives  a  de^  and  lasting  woond. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  fEmcy  a  picture  of  the  ef- 
fects of  such  an  event  upon  the  safety  and  tran- 

aoilUty  of-the  slave-holmng  States  bordering  on 
le  Atlantic  Are  these  States  prepared  to 
tolerate  another  H^ti,  almost  at  their  thresh- 
old !  I  answer,  as  a  Representative  of  a  slave- 
holding  State,  No.  Agidn,  look  to  the  jpoeition 
of  Oaba,  in  relation  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  tbe 
mouth  of  the  IGssiBsippi,  and  the  rivers  to  the 
east,  emptying  into  the  Gulf.   "Whether  eon- 

auered  by  tbe  Southern  Republics,  and  held  for 
leir  jo^  concern,  or  conqnered  by  any  strong 
naval  power  in  Europe,  it  wonld  afford  the 
means  of  sealing  up  the  commerce  of  one-third 
of  the  territory  of  this  Union.  I  ask  this  com- 
mittee, I  appeal  espeoially  to  the  gentiemen  of 
the  ValleT  of  the  Missis^ppi,  to  say  whether 
they  are  usposed  quietiy  to  acquiesce  either  in 
the  emancipation  ca  this  island,  with  its  present 
population,  or  to  tiie  more  probable  event — its 
conquest  by  the  Southern  Republics  upon  joint 
QoncemI  In  the  hands  of  any  strong  naval 
power,  especially  in  the  hands  of  the  leagued  Re- 
publics, it  is  destined  to  be  the  apple  of  di^rd 
to  this  country.  Is  not  the  mission  to  Panama, 
in  relation  to  thia  su^eot  alont^  necessarr— 
nay,  is  it  not  absolutely'  demanded  by  a  dae 
regard  to  onr  safety  and  intorestal  At  that 
Congress  this  matter  ia  to  be  discussed  and  set- 
tled. Ought  not  the  voice  of  thia  nation  there 
to  be  heard,  employing,  first,  u^gument  and 

Eersuasion,  to  divert  them  from  their  pnipose  ! 
r  these  means  fiul,  solemn  protest;  and,  if  thia 
be  ineffeotnal  to  sU^  them,  tbe  time  will  tiieo 
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tare  aniTed  for  tu  to  act.  The  preauit  state  <^ 
our  ne^otiatioaa  with  Hezioo,  famishes  another 
irgnment  in  &Tor  of  this  mission.  A  diaorep- 
azMj  in  the  basis  upon  wliioh  our  commercial 
T^i&ODB  with  her  Sonthem  nc^bors  is  to 
■tand,  wonld  be  dendj  to  be  Midored,  and 
malt  neoeasarilT'  lead  to  nnpleasaot  and  per- 
plexing reeolts.  The  Otmgress  at  Panama  af- 
ioria  the  most  pnHnising  o^iportonity  of  attun- 
ing the  object  of  nnifonni^  as  well  as  reci- 
procity. Backed,  as  we  sbaU  be,  by  those  with 
vhom  we  have  condiided  oommeroiol  arrange- 
ments,  it  is  hardly  credible  that  Mexico  will 
still  adhere  to  a  priniuple,  to  ns  inadmissible, 
ud  not  inasted  npcai  by  any  other  par^. 
There  are  many  other  olijecte  of  interest  to  tUs 
nMtifm,  that  Doight  be  enomerated.  I  have, 
howeTer,  presented  enongh  to  satisfy  every 
piwMiate  man,  that  thia  miarim  U  demanded 
bjr  soQDd  polioy.  I  have  examioed  tide  sabject 
with  anxiety,  to  oome  to  a  lost  conolnd<Hi — 
u  anxiety  proporticmed  to  the  qipalliBg  ad- 
mooitiooa  ct  threatening  danger  and  min, 
thit  we  haTe  beard  fran  another  quarter. 
I  hare  come  to  an  honest  and  diapossionato 
Goncloiion,  to  vote  for  the  miasion.  Whether, 
this  coDcinaion  be  wise  or  not,  time  will  deter- 
miDfl.  If  it  shoold  lead  to  entangling  aliianoea 
wHh  the  nattocis  of  thia  oontinent  or  elsewhere, 
I  ahill  deplore  the  error  of  my  jodgment.  Bnt, 
if  mdi  elwald  1>e  the  result,  tiie  vi^onoe  of  the 
Benate  mnat  slumber — upon  them  will  rest  the 
nqwD^lulify.  They  hold  the  oorrective  and 
pnmtiTe  power.  This  mndi  is  certdn— the 
snflun  of  aoch  a  pcdicj  will  be  hurled  ^om 
tbdr  high  {dooea,  aod  oonngned,  by  an  indig- 
Btot  pe^il^  to  a  Just  reprobatioii. 

One  wwd  more  aa  to  the  amendment  oi  my 
fiieod  from  Delaware.  I  respond,  Ur.<^i^nnan, 
to  almost  every  sentimrat  m  that  amendment ; 
anl,if  itcan  be  so  modified  aa  to  meet  my  entire 
Tiers,  I  shall  hereafter  be  prepared  to  give  it  my 
decided  vote :  for  it  will  be  recollected  that,  only 
«  few  days  ago,  I  explicitly  t^ared  that  I  was 
opposed  to  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  pledge. 
I  will  not  ocmsent  to  give  aoch  a  pledge,  either 
in  refierttioe  to  my  own  oonntry,  or  to  the 
Soatban  BepnUica  themadvea.  Bnt^  at  the 
SUM  time,  nnless  oircnmstanoes  shall  prodnoe 
■1  fmpOTtaot  change,  whenever  any  of  the  pow- 
erful nations  o^  Europe  shall  attempt  to  seize 
upon  Mexico,  I  am  disposed  not  to  view  snob 
■0  attempt  wiUi  indifference,  and  I  will  nse  my 
otiDDst  influence  to  rouse  the  nation,  in  anoh 
t  esw,  to  interpose  onr  military  power.  I  will 
KTer  suffer  Uexioo  to  be  seized  by  any  power 
<tf  Europe^  immediately  under  my  otwwvation, 
vitluot  making  aa  effort  to  prevent  It. 


WsDmsDAT,  April  5. 
Misnon  tePonama. 
The  Hooae  resolved  itself  into  a  Otnnmittee 
ft  the  Wh<de,  Mr.  Snvuraov,  of  Vir^nia,  in 
ttw  chair,  on  tiie  report  of  the  Committee  on 
?ere%n  B«laUon&  wniohomclndeawithareao- 
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Intion  propodng  to  send  Ministers  to  Panama ; 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  MoLAm,  ctf  Del- 
aware, being  also  nnder  oonsideration. 

When  the  meaanre  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee cm  Fordgn  Affairs  waa  first  annoonoed 
hr  the  FMddent^  In  his  message  to  Ooagnm, 
MI.  WioKUVR  Bud,  like  many  others,  not  nn- 
deritaoding  the  precise  character  of  the  C<n- 
gresa,  its  powers,  and  tendency,  and  probaUo 
oonaeqnencea  to  thia  oonntry,  ms  flnt  impreo- 
sions  w««  favorable  to  it.  We  were  told  1^ 
the  President  that, "  among  the  measnres  vhitm 
have  been  snggested  to  them  by  the  new  r^ 
tions  with  one  another,  resulting  from  the  r»- 
cent  changea  in  their  condition,  is  that  ci  as- 
sembling, at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  a  Ccm- 
gress,  at  which  each  of  them  ahoold  be  repre- 
sented, to  delibento  moa  ealfjeote  important 
to  tiie  wd£uraof  aU.  ^R^nUloaitf  Ooloin- 
bia,  Mexioo,  and  of  Cmtral  America,  have 
already  deputed  Pludpotentiaries  to  such  a 
meeting,  and  they  have  invited  the  UnUad 
Stotea  to  be  also  represented  there  by  itulir 
IGniatera.  The  invitation  haa  been  accepted, 
and  ^ffinistors  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
will  be  oommiBsioned  to  attend  at  those  delib- 
erationa,"  dec.,  dec  The  Message,  upon  every 
other  topic,  connected  with  our  relations, 
whether  foreign  or  dconestio,  was  lucid  and 
able.  Upon  this  subject,  all  must  admit  it  to  be 
deficient.  It  did  not  specifically  define  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  this  Congress,  Its  powers, 
and  mode  ot  aetioD,  The  peoi^  of  the  TTnited 
States^  ever  aXive  to  the  SDOceaa  of  liberty,  in 
whatever  t^me  or  ooimtry  ahe  stnigglea ;  and 
believing  t^ia  measure  calculated  to  jnomote 
and  cheer  its  sucoeas,  without  Jeopaadiziug  her 
abode  in  this  her  own  land,  saw  no  cause  to 
oppose  this  measure.  He  s^d  he  himself  had 
viewed  it,  at  first,  in  that  aspect.  Be  had  con- 
sidered it  merely  a  meeting  of  diidomatio  ageota. 
He  had  not  read  the  treaties  which  created  it ; 
and,  as  a  meastire  of  the  Administration,  having 
for  ito  objects,  diplomatic  results,  he  had  not 
condemned  it.  Bat,  when  documents,  connect- 
ed with  this  aubject,  had  been  submitted  to  our 
inspectioD,  and  been  ooreflilly  examined  by 
liiin,  his  first  Impressioins  had  been  ehaiued. 
He  had  examined  the  Message  of  the  President 
and  the  docnmento  which  accompanied  it,  witii 
aa  sincere  a  desire  to  lend  the  sanction  of  hU 
judgment  to  the  measure,  as  ever  did  poor  An- 
ner  read  the  pages  of  Kevelation,  to  fix  and 
confirm  his  faith.  He  was  unable  to  sncoeed. 
And  the  more  he  examined  the  question,  and 
stripped  it  of  that  mask  which  is  incident  to 
diplomacy,  the  more  he  became  convinced  of 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  some  of  the  objects 
contemplated  by  this  Congress,  connected  with 
our  own  immediate  and  fnture  interttts.  And 
if^  in  the  opinion  of  any  (me,  he  should  fiill  mider 
toe  dreadni]  denonotation  of  having  tmited  him- 
self with  the  "miprinoipled  faction,"  in  this,  or 
the  other  Bouse,  to  thwart  the  just  measures  of 
the  Administration,  he  should  appeal  to  the 
enlightened  Jadgmsnta  of  his  oonauttunta,  ta 
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whom  he  was  aocoantable  for  all  his  acts  here, 
to  ask  them,  npoo  an  impartial  review  of  hia 
past  life,  to  pronounce  upon  his  course.  With 
them,  he  knew  he  should  meet  with  a  liberal 
indolgence ;  and  if  they,  upon  eiaminaticm  of 
all  the  docmnentL  disapproTed  the  eonne  he 
had  punned,  be  felt  saoafied  th^  woald  award 
to  him  hones^  of  pnrpoBe,  and  a  doTotedneae  to 
th4  political  iiwtitationB   onr  oommon  ooontn'- 

Since  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
ItoLunt)  had  snbraitted  his  amendment  and 
&Tored  the  oommittee  withiiis  riews  aoa.  rea- 
RooB  for  BO  doinff,  Mr.  Wioklitfe  said  he  felt 
himself  relieved  &om  mac^  of  that  dread  re- 
qtonsibility  which  he  had  before  asanmed.  He 
was  pleased  to  find  hia  views  of  this  subject  in 
concert  with  those  of  that  eeoUeman,  so  dis- 
tingoidied  for  his  talents,  and  so  josUy  entitled 
toiand  eqjojiog^  the  oonfidenoe  m  ibk  Hoose. 

TlaB  oommittee  is  called  upon  to  give  aa  ex- 
presskm  its  epinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  mission.  It  Is  called  upon  to  do  this,  not 
bv  the  report  and  resolntlcm  upon  yoar  table 
alone,  but  oy  the  Prerident  himself^  in  his  Mes- 
sage to  this  and  the  other  House.  With  the 
nnderttandtog  of  this  Hoose,  expressed  b;  its 
vote,  as  is  contidned  in  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  he  thonght  the  mis- 
noQ  expedient :  withont  it  he  deemed  it  inex- 
pedient and  fraa^ht  with  danger.  If  It  shoold 
be  thonght  by  this  oommittee,  as  has  been  as- 
Mrted  by  the  genUeman  from  IbssaohnsettB, 
(Mr.  WneriB,)  and  tiie  geoQsmua  from  Yir- 
glida,  Qb.  PowKij.,)that  the  amendment  in- 
terferea  with  tiie  omstitntiooal  power  of  the 
Exeeative  Department,  over  the  foreign  rela- 
tions of  the  oountry ;  so  far  as  there  may  be 
any  interference,  it  has  been  invited  by  the  Ex- 
eeative himseU^  and  now  imposed  npon  ns,  by 
the  original  resolution  of  the  oommittee.  We  are 
called  upon  by  the  committee  to  say,  that  this  mis- 
aion  is  ezpe^ent.  Suppose  that  a  minority  of 
this  Hoose  shall  say  that  they  do  believe  it  in- 
expedient :  for  if  they  have  a  right  to  vote  that 
it  IB  expedient,  they  certainly  have  the  right  to 
vote  that  it  is  inexpedient  The  (»m  is  no 
mon  an  Interfereuoe  with  the  £bceoative  power 
than  the  other :  and  if  we  have  a  right  to  vote 
that  it  Is  inexpedient  in  toto,  we  certainly  have 
a  right  to  say,  for  some  of  the  objects  contem- 
^ated,  it  is  e:q>edient ;  for  others,  that  it  is  not. 
Bnt  rir  I  must  exprees  my  nnqoalified  dissent 
to  the  doctrine  of  both  the  gentlemen :  a  doc- 
trine long  since  exploded  from  the  politics  of 
tliis  House,  and  which,  if  I  am  not  mist^en, 
received  its  vital  stab  some  twenty-six  years 
ago ;  and  I  am  agiunst  its  resoscitatioa  now. 

I  hold  it  to  be  within  the  power  of  this 
Hoase ;  it  is  its  duty  upon  all  fit  occasions,  to 
pronounce  the  Judgment  of  the  people  npon 
measnres,  perfected  or  contemplated,  touching 
the  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States:  more 
especnally  npon  a  measore  which  oontempJates  a 
radical  change — an  inroad  upon  the  long-estab- 
lished and  settled  policy  of  this  Government:  for 
snoh,  I  belicTeia  my  sonl,  the  present  one  to  be. 


The  gentlemaa  firom  Massachnsetta  (Mr. 
Websteb)  told  us  npon  yesterday,  that  to  the 
amendments  of  the  gentieman  from  Delaware 
he  could  see  no  objection,  so  far  as  It  migbt  be 
proper  to  express  onr  opinion,  bnt  that  be 
tiKK^fat  it  imjuropar  to  annex  U,  1^  waj  erf 
amendment,  to  the  reat^nlioD  of  tm  OMnmitteeL 

[Mr.  WiBsm  eiqwined.  He  had  aald,  thatL 
in  the  greater  part  of  the  seatimentB  contained 
in  liie  amendment,  he  entirely  ocmenrrod ;  but 
there  were  some  positiogu  in  it  to  vhltdi  he  bad 
dedsive  objections.] 

Mr.  WioKUVFB  proceeded.  I  was  not  dla- 
posed  to  misnnderstand  the  gentleman ;  and  as  he 
did  not,  yesterday,  apprise  us  of  any  partionlu 

r rtion  of  the  resolation  to  which  he  objected, 
onderstood  him  as  assenting  to  the  whole. 
He  does  not  now  say  to  what  "portions  of  it 
he  has  decided  oUeetioDS."  {Mr.  W nsm  hers 
futher  wndaineo.  'mthreq>ect  to  tiie  general 
tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  on  tiie  wisdom  <rf  muntoining  «  ueo- 
tral  poli<^,  or  the  impropriety  of  d^iarting 
from  it^  he  entirely  cODcaired ;  bat  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  in  «iy  form,  would  go 
to  change  the  whole  coarse  of  onr  diplomacy, 
and  partionlarly  to  affect  one  subject  of  vital 
interest  to  the  oountry — he  meant  the  p<^cy  of 
the  United  States  with  respect  to  Cuba.  The 
amendment  is  entirely  adverse  to  the  groond 
taken  by  the  American  Govemmoit  on  that 
snbjeet,  not  only  in  their  oorreepondence  wi^ 
the  Smith  Ammoan  Oovemments,  bnt  also 
wi^  the  courts  of  Eanme.  The  amoidraent 
says  that  no  snijeot  shall  be  disenssed,  wbldi 
may,  in  any  wise,  commit  our  neutral  raal&oas. 
How,  then,  can  this  declaration  of  onrs,  respect- 
ing Ouba — I  mean  the  declaration  tliat  we  can- 
not witii  indifference,  see  that  island  pass  into 
the  hands  of  any  other  power  than  Spain — be  dis- 
cussed, if  this  amendment  previms  f  It  is  with 
that  part  of  the  amendment  that  1  do  not  concur.] 
Mr.  WioKurvs  resnmed.  Sir,  this  remark 
of  the  gentleman  did  not  escape  my  attenUcm 
yesterday,  and  I  do  not  mean  that  it  shall  to- 
day. When  I  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Manaohiuatts  aoqniesoed  in  the  sMitimenta  at 
the  amendment,  I  refsrred  mwe  particularly  to 
tliat  part  ot  it  which  declares  that  our  Minis- 
ters who  may  be  oommisrioned  to  attoid  the 
Congress  at  Panama,  ooght  not  to  be  antiuwind 
to  discuss,  consider,  or  consult,  vpcm  any  propo- 
sition of  alliance,  offensive  or  defondve,  between 
this  country  and  any  of  the  Spanish  American 
;  Oovemments,  or  any  stipulation,  oomiMu:t,  or 
'  declaration,  binding  the  United  States,  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  resist  interference 
frt>m  abroad  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
aforesaid  Governments.  I  do  not  understand 
him  as  avowing  hia  dissent  to  this  portion  ol 
the  resolation.  I  do  not  believe  thne  is  a  Rep- 
resentative upon  this  floor  who  is  bold  einon^ 
to  avow  his  wish  to  the  worid,  that  these  sob- 
ects  shall  be  disonssed,  oonddered,  and  the  ad- 
ianoe  formed.  If  it  Lb  not  proper  to  form  the 
aUianoe,  why  entertidn  a  ^scnariont  II  the 
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gentleinan  from  If BflBschmatts  derires  to  leave 
oar  Umisters  free  to  discnsi  the  mbjeot  of  the 
TODtempyted  inTamon,  or  ^robaUe  traiufer  of 
CbIm— «nd  the  ■mfindment,  id  hla  Jndgme&t,  pre- 
dndes  tiie  oonrideration  of  that  tofio — ^we  will 
UKBt  to  aiiT  modification  of  it^  bo  that  you 
keep  OS  free  from  the  other  aabjecta;  wheneTer 
it  is  proper  to  disciusthem,  here,  in  thfi  H(hiw^ 
H  Um  proper  place. 

Afom :  the  gentleman  9§j%,  it  is  tmoonatito- 
tioDu  for  t^ia  House  to  interfere  in  this  form 
vith  the  E^ecative  powers  of  the  Gorenunuit. 
I  would  ask.  him  whether  this  House  has  never, 
on  anj  former  occasion,  ezpremed  its  opinion 
with  regard  to  oar  foreign  relati<HU  ?  WheUicr 
it  never  proceeded  so  nr  as  to  go  ahead  of  the 
EzeentiTe  DqMu4m«itt  And  wiien  I  speak  of 
the  Execntive  Department,  in  refbraioe  to  oor 
foreign  rdatioos,  I  wish  to  be  nnderstood  as 
indodlng  Uie  Senate  as  a  very  important  por- 
tion of  that  department.   Upon  this,  as  npon 
all  other  matters,  I  r^ard  them  as  the  sentinels 
placed  upon  the  watch  towers  of  State  sover- 
eignty, oat  of  whom  I  do  not  believe  there  can 
be  formed  an  "  unprincipled  fsotdon."   Did  not 
the  gentleman  himself  call  npon  the  last  Oon- 
gress,  hj  resolntion,  to  express  its  opinion  vpm 
the  eoorse  the  Executive  onght  to  parsne 
toward  the  Greeks,  who  were  straggling  for  the 
eetabluhmeDt  of  civil  and  religions  liberty  t 
The  mgUaj  oS  tlie  proceedings  of  this  Honse  in 
refenoee  to  the  Sonth  American  Rcnmblios,  in 
veferenee  to  this  vwj  misrion,  Aunluiea  ample 
uthoritj  for  the  propriety  of  the  present  course. 

To  the  final  uid  permanent  saccess  of  the 
rerolation  in  the  Spanish  Colonies,  this  Con- 
liedmted  Congress  of  bellisereDt  nations  was 
neoensrr  proper.  With  the  objects  con- 
tcmi^ated  to  be  attiuned  by  it,  the  United  States, 
as  a  oeatral  power,  had  nothing  to  do.  And 
hence  we  find  that,  in  all  the  treaties  between 
tiwae  different  Republics  creating  this  Congress 
and  defining  its  powers,  there  is  no  provuion 
made  or  contemplated  for  the  partidpation  of 
the  United  States  in  its  deliberations.  It  is 
tme  that,  as  early  as  May.  18S8,  we  seemed  to 
have  received  some  WMMmdal  intimation  that 
ve  were  to  be  called  umm  to  pntith  at  this 
Coi^eflB;  but  not  until  after  the  Message 
msident  Monroe,  of  1828,  had  snperin- 
daeed  the  belief,  in  some  of  these  Republics, 
that  the  United  States  "  had  pledged  themselves 
to  make  cause  with  them  in  case  any  other 
pDver,  nnited  with  Spiun,  should  attempt  to 
uterfm)  with  their  independence  or  form  of 
Government,"  do  we  hear  of  any  determination, 
officially,  to  invito  ns  to  take  part  (not  '*to 
fnade     in  the  deliberations  of  this  Congress. 

I  will  not  stop  here  to  inquire  how  our  Cab- 
inet at  hmne,  or  its  foneti<mariea  abroad  have 
eoontenanoed  the  idea  that  this  nation  had  so 
plei^ed  itsdf;  hot  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
tiiat  Mr.  Poiiuett,  oar  JMOntstor  near  Mexico, 
has,  in  his  official  langnage,  contributed  much 
toward  that  impression^  and  Z  am  unable  to  find 
thst  the  laagnage  whion  be  had  thus  hM  has 


[H-orR. 

been  disapproved  by  the  Executive.  The  invi- 
tation is  now  riven  and  accepted,  and  it  ought 
not  to  eseiqw  the  attention  of  this  committee^ 
tliat  the  invitoticm  has  only  been  givan  hj  three 
of  those  Republics,  whose  Representatives  are 
expected  to  compose  this  Congress.  Given  by 
a  minority  of  those  States,  what  is  to  be  the 
result,  if  tiie  other  RepuUies,  who  have  not  inr 
vited  ns  to  this  political  banquet,  shall  ol^ect  to 
our  Ministers  taking  their  seats  at  this  nationij 
board !  Wonld  it  not  have  been  better  to  have 
waited  tmtil  we  were  invited  by  at  least  a  ma- 
jority, if  not  all  of  tiiese  natitms  ?  No,  sir ;  we 
have  displayed  an  eagerness,  and  an  impatience 
in  the  aocept&noe  of  this  partial  invitation,  as  if 
we  were  afrud  that  it  might  l>e  withdrawn. 
We  have  determined  to  go  ibare,  blindkfidded, 
as  Invited  guests,  for  onr  eondnet  to  be  regu- 
lated 1^  "  modee  of  action,**  ot  whloh  we  know 
nothing^  and  aboot  which  we^  In  a]l|»obahility, 
never  will  know  any  thing.  We  were  hiTited, 
rir,  beoansB  of  a  belief  by  these  nation^  that 
we  stood  pUdigtd  to  make  common  eanse  with 
them,  if  the  coatingenoy  happened;  and  but 
for  tnis  Iwlief^  we  aaoold  not  have  been  thos 
h<mored,  and,  as  some  suppoas^  oun^imented, 
by  the  invitation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  friends  of  this  measure 
all  unite  in  the  opinion,  that  any  alliance  would 
be  an  impolitic  and  a  daaserous  departure 
fipom  that  syetem  of  oeatral  and  safe  policy 
which  has  been  so  kHuand  happib-  pnnaed  br 
this  GoTemmeDl^  and  eonducted  us  to  suclt 
{Hmiperoaa  results:  I  entreat  them  to  unite 
with  OS,  and,  by  our  nnanimous  vote,  let  us 
relieve  the  Cabinet  from  what  I  believe  to  be 
a  most  embarrassing  oondition. 

Whatever  may  be  our  notions  of  this  memor- 
able pledge,  tiiis  ^edge  to  ourselves,"  the 
Spanish  American  States  undavtand  and  be- 
lieve ns  committed  npon  the  sub^t.  Th^ 
understand,  from  the  natore  of  their  invitation 
and  of  our  acceptance,  that  the  President  sends 
his  Ministers  there  "  q>e(»ally  insbwited  "  upw 
theee  anljeota.  It  is  our  duty  to  tiion,  we 
owe  it  to  oursdyes,  to  nndec^ve  them ;  and 
how  can  we  do  it  more  nppnqiriBtely,  more 
respectfully,  and  more  -effectiTely,  than 
adopting  u^e  amendment? 

If  we  Toto  that  this  mission  is  expedient, 
without  the  deolaratiim  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment, we  stand  committed.  It  is  no  longer  a 
declaration  of  our  President;  it  remains  no 
longer  "a  pledge  to  ourselves; "  our  fate,  at 
least  our  honor,  is  on  board  this  Spanish  vessel 
of  State.  But  one  of  my  colleagues,  (Mr.  F. 
JoBNSON,)  the  other  day,  expressed  the  hope 
that  we  should  never  have  a  Presldait  and  an 
Administration,  who  would  be  nnwilling  to  re- 
deem this  pledge.  He  triumphantly  a^ked  us, 
if  we  are  prepwred  to  back  out!  Do  we  seek 
to  withdraw  a  pledge  we  have  given  I  To  this 
I  have  but  one  answer— Leave  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  free  to  act.  And 
whenever  the  war-making  power  aball  i^y  the 
tame  baa  otnu  whsa  it  Seeonws     na  a  free 
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nation,  to  uiuheath  onr  Bword,  btiokle  on  onr 
armor,  and  to  defend  onr  liberties  and  free 
InsUlntions,  he  will  find  in  those  who  oppoae 
this  measnre  as  mnoh  moral,  political,  and 
phyrical  courage,  vhea  dangers  press,  as  belong 
to  Ite  adTooates. 

We  will  sappoee  the  oooarioo  to  have  oo- 
onrred ;  we  will  imagine  that  Spidn  has  pre- 
TsOed  apon  the  empathies  of  Sranoe,  and  that 
a  French  fleet  and  army  were  upon  the  shores 
of  oar  sister  Bepablics,  for  the  avowed  de- 
termination of  re-oonqnering  those  States,  and 
to  rednce  them  to  their  former-  condition  as 
colonies.  In  the  langnage  of  Kr.  Salazar,  we 
will  suppose  the  ea$u$  /adorit  to  have  oo- 
enrred.  I  pat  it  to  gentlemen — I  pot  it  to  my 
eoUeoffue  to  say,  if  he  wonld  now  declare  war 
in  defence  of  Soath  American  liberty? 

Upon  a  qnestion  involving  snoh  oonseanenoefl, 
I  wonld  paose.  I  woold  consult  the  Jndgmenta 
<tf  the  men  who  may  be  called  upon  to  traverse 
the  bnming  r^ons  of  that  ooontry,  and,  in  the 
langnage  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  **  who  are  to  bear 
tibw  bmnt  of  the  contest ; "  upon  that  Judg- 
ment I  conld  more  safely  rest  than  upon  the 
heated  excitement  of  politicians,  who  have 
canght  what  has  been  appropriately  termed 
"  the  South  American  fever." 

I  will  not  detidn  the  committee  with  notic- 
ing the  other  topics,  so^ested  by  the  Spanish 
oommisdoners  as  fit  sabjeots  for  the  delibef^ 
tfons  and  determinations  of  this  Oongress,  save 
one  or  two,  and  these  also  have  mini^ed  them- 
selves with  the  views  of  the  Ezeoanve.  They 
propose  to  settle  some  principles,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  diange  some  prindples  of  inter- 
national law.  I  do  not  profoss  to  be  a  dvilian, 
yet  It  occurs  to  me  to  be  rather  an  extraordi- 
nary body  to  a^nst,  chan^  or  alter,  the 
known  and  settied  law  of  nations.  The  pe(mle 
of  a  portion  of  the  world,  containing  a  popula- 
tion of  some  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  inhabit- 
ants, (and  the  greater  portion  of  them  Just 
emerging  from  a  state  of  the  most  wretched 
and  oppressed  colonization,)  propose  to  setUe, 
a^ust,  and  to  alter,  the  law  of  nations— -that  law, 
which  alike  mnst  govern  and  regolBte  all  d.vil- 
ized  States  1 

Again:  Ha  poUtloal  oonditton  <rf  Hayti  is 
also  to  fi>rm  the  ml^eot  of  disonssitm,  and  is 
to  be  settled.  That  is  a  question  for  our  Oov- 
emment  to  settle ;  and,  should  this  House  ever 
be  called  npcm  by  this,  or  any  other  President, 
for  an  outfit  and  salary  of  a  Minister  to  this 
sable  independent  Government,  you  will  then 
find  more  advocates  for  the  constitutional 
power  of  this  House  over  the  subject  of  our 
foreign  relations,  than  have  been,  or  will  be 
found,  on  the  present  occasion.  Whether  the 
Spanish  American  States  will  or  will  not  hail 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  ill-fhted  isle  as  a  fi«e 
and  independent  nati<Hi,  oaimot,  moat  not,  di- 
rect or  regulate  onr  conrse.  We  have  no  right 
to  81^  to  uiose  natinu  "it  is  not  fit  and  pn^ter 
for  you  to  recognize  the  national  eristence  and 
IndependanoB  of  this  iatond."  The  prbidple 


of  nniversal  emamnpation,  upon  which  thev 
have  proclaimed  their  Bepnbucs  to  be  base^ 
forbid  them  the  right  to  distinguish'  the  saUe 
inhi^tants  of  St  Domingo  tnm  the  less  daik 
i»nbUoaas  d  thsir  own  dlmeu 

We  have  a  more  ftiU  and  expUdt  vrpoek  of 
the  objects  of  this  Congress,  ^ven  <Aoially  hj 
the  Cfommnait  of  OwHnlna  to  the  worl^ 
I  will  read  them  to  the  committee : 

1.  To  fi»m  a  sdenm  compact,  or  league  Ij 
whieh  the  States  whose  Representatives  are  proseat, 
will  be  bound  to  unite  In  prosecattng  the  war 
agidnst  their  common  enemy,  <Hd  Bptiny  or  against 
any  other  power  which  shall  assist  aptta  in  her  hos- 
tile designs,  or  any  otherwise  aanae  the  atthode 
<tf  an  enemy. 

5.  To  draw  up  and  poUish  a  mmlfesto,  aettinff 
forth  to  the  wcnld  the  justice  of  their  caose,  aaa 
the  relations  they  desire  to  hold  with  other  <%r» 
tian  powers. 

8.  To  form  a  oonventim  of  navisatioa  and  eoBi> 
merce,  applicable  to  both  the  conftderated  Butai^ 
and  to  th^r  allies. 

4.  To  eoadder  the  ezpe^Uenoy  bf  cwaUniog  ths 
forces  of  the  Repnblloa  to  free  me  idands  of  Fneito 
Rioo  and  Cuba  from  the  yoke  of  Spain,  and,  is 
such  case,  what  contingent  each  ought  to  conteBh 
ate  for  this  end. 

A.  To  take  measores  for  joining  hi  a  prosecotioB 
of  the  war  at  sea,  and  on  the  c<»Bt  of  Spain. 

6.  To  determine  whether  those  measures  shall 
also  be  extended  to  the  Canary  and  FhilippiDe  Id- 
lands. 

1.  To  take  into  e<Hidderation  the  means  of  mak- 
ing effectual  the  declaration  of  the  PresideDt  of  tie 
Umted  Sutcs,  respecting  an;  ulterior  deigns  of 
any  foreign  power  to  colonise  any  portion  of  tlui 
continent ;  and  also  the  means  of  resisting  all  Inter- 
ference from  abroad  with  the  domestic  concerns  of 
the  Amnloan  Governments. 

8.  To  settle,  by  common  consent,  the  principles 
of  those  rights  of  nations,  which  are,  In  their  na- 
ture, oontrovertible. 

10.  To  determine  on  what  footing  shall  be  placed, 
the  political  and  commercial  relations  of  those  por- 
tions of  our  hemis^ere,  which  bare  obtained,  or 
shall  obtain,  thdr  lodependence,  but  whose  inds- 
pendenoe  hu  not  been  recognised  by  any  Am^ 
can  or  European  power,  as  waa^  Ibr  many  ytars, 
the  case  with  Ha^^ 

A  word  or  two  npon  this  priw^le  of  ocdoni- 
zation — ttds  "  InterOMitinental  law,  in  rdations 
of  Europe  and  America."  This  is  a  subject 
admitted  by  the  Prerident  himsel£  as  being 
jnroper  to  be  dlscosaed  and  settled  there. 
WMt  is  it  f  We  will  not  penmt  any  Eoropean 
colony  to  be  established  upon  any  part  of  the 
American  continent  I  will  not  stop  to  exam- 
ine the  correctness  of  this  principle  in  the 
abstract,  or  in  connection  with  the  claims 
asserted  by  certain  Eoropean  powers  to  por- 
tions of  thu  continent  I  will  only  oonmder  it 
in  that  light  in  which  the  President  has  pre- 
aanted  it  to  ns.  In  his  Heaswe,  he  remark^ 
"Should  it  be  deemed  advisaue  to  contract 
any  oonveidional  ^igaganent  on  this  ti^ie, 
onr  views  wonld  extend  no  farther  than  a 
mntnal  pledge  of  the  parOaa  to  the  eoB^aot  to 
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naintMn  tiie  principle  in  application  to  its  own 
temtoTT,  and  to  permit  no  oolonial  lodgements 
or  eetabliabmenta  of  Enropean  Jnrisdiotion  npon 
iU  own  soiL" 

Cm  this  be  ne<»sBar7l  Wby  abonid  we  be 
oiled  moa  to  stipolate  bj  treaty  that  we  will 
BOt  nrar  onr  own  soQ  to  be  invaded  ;*to  be 
oeenpifd  by  a  European  power;  to  m  oo1o> 
idzea?  We  need  ao  paper  stipnJatioas  npon 
mch  a  BDbject.  We  have  a  stronger  goarantee 
than  sll  the  parchment  the  Sooth  can  give  as : 
it  is  that  devotion  to  liberty  and  self-goTem- 
ment  which  is  felt  and  seen  by  onr  dtizens. 
For  tbe  honor  and  charaeter  ctf  my  oonntry,  I 
vonld  not  enter  into  ineh  ft  lUpnl^oo  with 
any  power. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  14'ew  York,  next  rose,  and  said : 
Mr.  Chaiiman :  I  think  that  those  gentle- 
men who^  awne  time  past,  have  been  so  appre- 
braiive  ti  the  power  of  the  Predduit,  as  to 
have  had  their  dnmbers  distorbed,  will,  here- 
after, repose  in  peace:  aaheisinafUrwaycf 
b^ns  stripped  of  his  powers. 

Wnst  is  the  resolntion  now  before  tu,  hnt 
instmetions,  or  seml-instmcUona,  for  oar  liunis- 
ters  that  are  to  go  to  the  Congress  of  Panama? 
If  tbe  House  of  Representatives  have  a  right 
to  instmet,  certainly  the  Senate,  who  share 
with  tbe  President  in  the  treaty-making  power, 
have  ta  good  a  right ;  and  no  one  will  deny 
the  ri^t  to  the  President.  I  beg  to  know 
how  our  Ifinistera  are  to  oondnot  with  tiiree 
sets  of  instmetions  in  their  pockets.  Tlie 
Houm  of  Rcpreeentatives  instroot  them  to  look 
Ml,  and  to  Uuimn  their  Ooremment,  fiom  time 
to  time,  what  is  going  on ;  the  Senate  iostruot 
them  to  take  their  rendenoe  ten  leagoes  from 
the  Omgress,  and  to  have  no  eommnnication 
vith  them  bat  by  oonriers;  and  the  Pred- 
drat  instructa  them  to  enter  into  any  agree- 
ment benefietal  to  this  coontir,  t^at  will  not 
compromitits  neutrality.  The  MiniBtera,  under 
the  Preadent*s  instractioiis,  make  a  tTMty,  in 
which  tbe  benevolent  and  grand  idea  of  Henry 
tbe  Foorth  of  France  is  reali2ed,  by  the  ereo- 
tioa  of  a  board  of  Ministers,  who  sh^  be  tiie 
nn^  of  all  Afibrmoes  whtdi  shall  ever  ooonr 
tooistiuli  the  peace  of  the  aevaalStatesor  fipan- 
■hAnwrioaudthe  United  States,  so  aiforevw 
to  i»«vent  the  eztstenoe  of  war  betwew  than ; 
Ibot  inhibits  privateering  in  case  ot  war  between 
the  parties ;  that  restricts  the  list  of  oonteaband 
to  monitMHis  of  war ;  that  restricts  blockades 
to  [daces  invested  by  a  competent  force ;  and 
regdl^es  the  ezerolse  of  the  right  of  search, 
ao  ss  to  render  it  as  harmless  as  possible. 

Tbe  Ministers  return  with  the  titatj,  the 
most  beneficial  for  the  country  and  humanity 
tfait  was  ever  formed.  They  have,  however, 
Ht«d  contrary  to  the  instructions  of  the  House 
oTBepreseDtatives.  If  the  House  have  a  right 
to  iastniott  they  have  a  right  to  impeach  the 
ICidsters  tor  Aaobedienoeto  their  instmctioos. 
Tb^,  tber^ir^  institute  aa  impeachment. 
Xow,  nr,  I  heg  to  luiow  oa  what  groond  the 
SMtBte  ora  to  nutfliii  tbe  impeaohmmitt  I 


shall  leave  it  to  the  gentlemen  who  propose  or 
advocate  these  Oongresnonal  instmctioua,  to 
explain  how  the  snltJeet  may  be  relieved  from 
embarrassment. 

I  have  given  this  view  of  the  subject  to  show 
that  an  attempt  to  tnatanot  onr  luiisters  is  an 
fnterflBrenoe  with  the  powers  and  datiea  of  tbe 
EzecutiTe.  By  Uie  s^ond  sectitm  of  the  seoond 
article  of  the  con8tltnti<nii,  the  Freddent  has 
"power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  ooneor."  Tb» 
oonstitntion  has  not  conferred  upon  the  House 
of  Bepresentstives  any  participation  in  the 
treaty-making  power.  This  suijject  was  ex- 
amined and  settled  in  the  Congress  of  1796. 
The  House  of  Representatives  was  tUasatisBed 
with  the  treaty  formed  witii  Great  Britain,  and 
requested  the  President  to  flindsh  them  with 
a  oopy  of  the  Instroeticais  of  the  ICnister  who 
negotiated  It  Gsneral  Washington,  in  ossfni- 
ing  his  reasons  for  refbring  to  omnpfy  with  Um 
request,  states,  tiiat,  "  having  been  a  manber 
of  the  Oenersl  OouTention,  and  knowing  the 
principles  on  which  the  constitution  was  fonn- 
odj  I  have  ever  entertiuned  but  one  opinion  tm 
this  subject ;  and,  from  the  first  establishment 
of  the  Government  to  this  moment,  my  con- 
duct has  exemplified  that  opinion:  that  the 
power  of  making  treaties  is  exdnsively  vested 
in  the  Preeidfflit,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  provided  two-thirds  of 
the  Senators  preswt  concur ;  and  that  every 
trea^,  so  made  and  promntested,  thenodbr- 
ward  beosme  the  law  d  ttke  bnd.  It  is  thus 
that  the  treaty-maUng  power  has  been  und«- 
stood  by  foreign  nati<nu;  and,  in  all  tbe  treor 
ties  made  with  them,  im  have  declared,  md 
they  have  believed,  waL  when  ro^ed  by  the 
PrM&deat,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  they  became  obligatory.  In  tiiia  con- 
struction m  the  ccmstitntion,  every  House  of 
Representatives  has  heretofore  acquiesced,  and, 
until  tbe  present  time,  not  a  doubt  or  suspicion 
has  appeared,  to  my  knowledge,  that  tiiis  con- 
struction was  not  the  true  one.  Nay,  they 
have  DHve  than  acquiesced;  for,  tiU  now, 
without  controverting  the  obligation  of  sodh 
treaties,  they  have  ma^  all  the  leqnisite  pro- 
visions for  oonying  them  into  eflbet  Ana,  in 
conclusion,  he  adds:  "As,  therefore,  It  is 
perfectly  clear  to  my  understanding,  that  tk4 
attent  ^  the  Eovm  of  SepreamtatinM  w  itot 
neemcary  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty;  as  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  exhibits  within  itself 
all  the  objects  requiring  legislative  provision ; 
and,  on  these,  the  papers  called  for  con  throw 
no  li^t ;  and,  as  it  is  essential  to  tbe  due  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government  that  tiie  boun- 
daries fixed  by  the  ooufctitution,  between  the 
different  deparbnents,  diould  be  presM-ved,  a 
just  regard  to  the  oonstitntion,  ana  to  the  duty 
of  my  office,  under  all  tiie  cironmstances  ctf  tUs 
case,  forbid  a  ocaDidiance  with  your  requeet,** 

After  this,  the  House  oi  Representatives  ex- 
pressed tiiMr  sense  w  this  snl^ect  bj  two 
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readntioiu,  fint  d  vUdi  is  In  the  foUow- 
Ingtemu: 

*'  Bactvtdt  That  It  bdng  deobred,  bj  tlie  Mcond 
McUon  of  the  second  article  of  the  ooiutitutJon, 
*^t  the  Presdent  8h«U  hare  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  aod  cotuent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
ties, proTided  two-tbfrda  of  the  Senators  present 
eoQcur,*  the  House  of  Representatires  do  not  daim 
«ny  Ojftnejf  in  makiM  trtatiet;  but  that,  when  a 
treaty  BtlpnktM  T^;niiitloin  <m  any  of  tlie  ntfjects 
mbnutled  by  the  conadtotian  to  the  power  of  Con- 
greiw,  it  most  depend  for  Ha  execution,  as  to  such 
stipulations,  on  a  law  »  laws  to  be  passed  by  Con- 
gress ;  aod  it  is  the  ooosdtatioQal  ti^t  and  duty  of 
the  House  of  BepreeenUtirea,  in  all  such  cases,  to 
deliebiate  on  tbe  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
OBRyiiig  nch  treaty  bito  effect,  and  to  determine 
and  act  thereon,  as,  in  their  jut^ment,  may  be 
most  eondnciTe  to  Oie  pubUc  good."^ 

Thos,  it  is  evident  that  I  am  fiilly  snstsined 
in  my  oonatnioticHi  vf  tbe  orastitDtxin,  both  by 
Frediflent  Washington  and  tihe  House  of  Repre- 
■entatiTes  of  1796^  after  a  fldl  dlwnuidon  <^ 
tiioBaliJeoL 

The  resolatioD  before  the  committee  ought 
not,  therefore,  to  be  oonpled  with  conditions 
whidt  we  have  no  right  to  make,  and  whiofa, 
if  they  were  oalcnlated  to  have  any  effect  it 
would  be  to  assnme  the  responsibility  which 
the  constitution  has  imposed  ap<Hi  the  Execu- 
tive. Instmctions  mi^t,  on  the  same  i»inci- 
|de,  be  annexed  to  the  salary  of  every  pnblio 
officer.  If  it  were  necessary,  I  shoald  tiave  no 
objection,  at  a  proper  lime,  and  disconnected 
with  this  ^>pr(^riation,  to  express  an  opinion 
vpon  theanljeetof  oar  foreign  politgr;  and  I 
have  erobo^ed  an  minion,  in  toe  tarn,  of  a 
resolntion,  to  that  efect,  bat  this  ia  not  the 
proper  tixoe  to  make  a  proposition  of  that 
satnre. 

Mr.  OAMONf  of  "SorOx  Carolina,  then  ad- 
dressed the  oommittee,  and  said :  It  will  be 
recollected,  Mr.  OhiUrmAn,  that  when  this 
measore  was  introduced  into  the  Hoose  by  a 
eommnnication  from  the  Executive,  the  whole 
subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.  That  oommittee  hare  had  it 
under  consideration;  and  tbe  result  of  their 
labors  is  before  na,  in  an  elaborate  and  argn- 
mentative  repwt  I  am  wdl  aware  that,  when 
a  oommittee  of  this  Honse  have  had  an  im- 
portant snliject  nnder  thdr  deliberation,  and 
nave  presented  to  the  Honse  a  report  npon  it, 
■nch  report  Is  entitled  to  great  consideration, 
and  onght  to  have  its  fall  weight  with  every 
member  of  this  body.  Bat,  while  I  am  per- 
feotiy  aware  of  this,  I  also  hold  that  snon  a 
report  is  not  of  binding  force ;  and  that  every 
member  is  stall  left  free  to  tiiink  and  to  act,  as 
his  views  of  daty  may  call  him.  Under  tfaeee 
dromnstauoes,  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  pardon 
of  the  honwaUe  committee  for  differing  ftxnn 
them,  aa  to  tbe  oondnsions  to  which  they  have 
oome— belierlng  that  tbe  praniseB  from  which 
they  are  drawn  have  been  wholly  mistaken. 
To  show  thi^  is     oUsf  dedgn  In  addfesring 


the  oommittee.  I  say,  then,  that  the  fpxnndt 
on  which  some  of  the  principal  reasons  which 
the  committee  have  nr^,  to  show  the  im- 
portance of  carrying  this  mission  into  effect, 
have  been  miiUuten  by  the  oommittee  them- 
selveSf  Shoald  I  succeed  in  showing  tbi^  I 
shall  consider  myself  as  having  done  moch: 
for  the  b^  on  which  tiieir  conclnnwu  rest 
having  been  torn  away,  the  whole  superstme- 
tnre  m  thor  argoment  mnst  neosasaruy  fall  to 
thejronnd. 

We  are  told  by  the  committee,  "  that  it  is 
important  to  be  represented  at  Panuna,  for  the 
pntpose  of  disonssmK  and  negotiating  matters 
of  deep  concern  to  uiis  nation,  as  regards  oor 
political  and  eonmercial  interests  with  the 
Bonth  American  Republics;  and  that  it  will  be 
more  convenient  to  treat  with  all  those  powers 
collectively,  and  at  the  same  time,  than  it  will, 
considering  their  geographical  tUsconnection, 
to  negotiate  treses  separately."  In  takii^ 
this  position,  the  oommittee  mnst  assnme  tbe 
gronnd,  that  the  FI«upotentiaries  of  these  Be- 
pablios  will  be  eZ»tilsd  wttik  fwwerff  to  lUffoHaU 
thMe  treatUt,  which  are  to  oe  of  so  mnch  im- 
portance to  onr  political  and  commercial  con- 
cerns. Here,  sir,  is  where  we  differ — and  this 
is  t^e  point  in  which  I  insut  the  committee 
hsTc  mistaken  the  ground  from  which  they 
argne.  I  maintwn  that,  however  desirable  this 
ol^eot  may  be,  and  however  important  to  om* 
commercial  interests,  the  Plenipotentiaries  wiio 
are  to  meet  oar  Ministers  at  Panama,  can  ne- 
gotiate no  fucA  treatiet :  and  for  this  pliuo  rea- 
son, ^tsnchpowersarenotonly  not  given,  bat 
are  nprml)/  pntkibited  to  them ;  and  this  liy 
tiM  vaj  Biuole  of  the  treaty  whiob  tbe  oom- 
mittee have  qnoted  in  their  report,  as  fnmidi- 
ing  reasons  in  ftvor  of  tbe  mission.  The  words 
of  prohibition  are  the  very  words  which  m- 
mtdiately^Um  the  words  qaoted  by  the  oom- 
mittee, aod  are  neomsary  to  till  ap  the  eenteare. 
Tes,  At:  it  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  that  the 
oommittee  have  cited  iast  snch  words  in  the 
treaty,  as  will  jastify  their  reasoning  in  faTtK* 
of  the  mission,  and  have  left  oat  the  words 
which  immediately  follow,  and  which  moat 
overturn  all  their  arguments.  Hence  I  say, 
sir,  tluit  they  are  mistaken  in  tbdr  pmnises^ 
(whiob  th^  take  from  tbe  wwds  ttf  tiie  trea- 
ties,) and  oonseqoentiy  mistaken  in  «n  their 
eonclosioas  fhim  those  premises. 

Not,  rir,  that  I  am  ffiwosed  to  charge  that 
honorable  committee  witn  intentional  error; 
that  is  as  far  from  my  purpose  aa  perhaps  it  is 
unwarranted  by  the  fact  Now,  sir,  to  the 
words  of  the  treaties,  and  to  the  quotatirais  in 
the  report :  let  us  compare  them. 

In  the  report  they  say,  **  that  it  is  an  assem- 
bly of  diplomatic  agents,  clothed  with  no  pow- 
ers, except  to  diaeuM  and  neffotiat^;  deputed 
by  Governments  whose  institntions  require, 
that  aU  engagements  with  foreign  powers 
^ould  be  subject  to  the  ratifieation  ot  some 
orgai^  body  at  'home."  And  the  mora  effect- 
tuiUy  tognardagabutiiditakat  even^  tk*  4#> 
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1^  in  which  this  Congrew  hu  been  propoeed, 
it  is  stipulated,  in  the  Beveral  trealiee  formed 
V  Colombia  with  the  other  new  BepubUcs, 
that  the  meeting  at  Fanama  (now,  sir,  here 
follow  the  words  aa  Quoted  trma  the  treatiea 
JoBt  mentioned  "aAott  net  tfif!eet  in  an^  man- 
ner tM§  AMfVtw  ^  tifc*  national  aevereigni^,  in 
regard  to  their  late*,  and  tike  ettahU^mont  mtd 
form  Y  rapeeUve  dotonuaents.^*  And 
bere  ute  oommittee  at^  abort.  Bat  what 
IbQow^  fat  the  traatft  Ihii,  tir :  '*  iroB  bbaix 

DO  SOTHUCO,  AB  wttMi  oVB  BBUTIOITa  WITH 
AST  OTHKB  TOBKieV  If  ATIOV." 

TSoWy  aiy  if  those  Plenipotentiariee  oan  "  do 
Dotbing  aa  r^ards  their  foreign  relaUons," 
how  is  it  poaable  that  our  FlenipotenUaries 
can  "discuss  and  negotiate  treatiea  with  them, 
in  r^;ard  to  oar  political  ud  oommercial  in- 
tereitst"  6ix.  thej*  oannot;  and  howOTer 
dcriraUe  and  mportant  it  magr  be  to  na,  to 
MtaUish  a  onmiMrdal  lutenxmne  wlUi  tuwe 
BepobUei,  and  bowerer  anqde  and  ftdl  the 
powov  with  which  onr  lunisten  maj  be 
clothed,  to  effect  this  ol^wA,  it  wOl  be  impos- 
iible  for  tbem  to  effeot  it  there,  becanse  the 
PlempotoitiarieB  oa  the  part  of  those  Bepuhlics, 
m  eipreiUig  prokMtedy  hj  all  the  treaties  be- 
twem  those  Bepnblics,  (all,  at  least,  which 
hare  been  laid  before  as,)  m>m  doing  anj  thing, 
as  regards  their  relations  with  foreign  nations. 
Tbea,  sr,  jf  this  ol^ject  cannot  be  effected, 
(whicli  qnteara  to  hare  been  the  most  impor- 
taot  eouiaerBtion  with  the  oommittee  in  reoom- 
uending  the  misiHnJ  whf  amd  Hiniaten  to 
Fkninat 

I  repeat  it  again,  Hr.  Ghairmaa,  there  ia 
Bothios  more  uear,  notlun^  more  (4>Tions, 
than  that  those  Plenipotentiaries  can  enter 
into  00  n^otiatiMi  on  bdudf  of  their  different 
GoTcrmnents,  as  r^ards  their  relations  with 
foreign  nations.  How,  then,  is  the  object, 
thon^t  of  so  much  oonseqnence  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  be  acoiHnpUahedf  How  are  we  to 
make  treaties  with  FlenipotenUaries  who  are 
fin-lndden  to  malce  an  j  t 

ToproTCL  rir.  tiiat  thiao^ect  cannot  be  ef- 
Ibetea  at  the  Congresa  d  Panama,  permit  me 
to  nad  theaiiide  (tf  the  treaty  between  Ocdom- 
Ua  and  OluU,  wlueh  Is  preciselj  the  aame  as  in 
aO  the  other  treaties  before  us,  and  the  very 
artiole,  too,  ^pioted  by  the  o(»iimittee^  (not  t» 
tUeim,  sir,  bat  jast  so  far  aa  to  leave  jnmfiable 
cnmnd  for  their  oondnsion  from  the  part  cited.) 
Jtreadaasfbllows:  Article  64.  "Thisoompact 
at  onion,  leagoe,  and  confederation,  shall  in  no 
wise  interropt  the  exercise  of  the  national  bov- 
ereignty  o{  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  as 
vdlaa  to  what  regards  their  laws,  and  the  es- 
tabliahmeot  and  form  of  their  reqtective  Got- 
amneDta,  a»  to  wAot  regarde  their  relatione  teith 
etker  foreign  nation*."  These  latter  are  the 
words  ooutted  by  the  oommittee^  and  the 
words  whidi  defeat  the  ott}eet  ftf  negotiating 
a  traaly  with  those  powers,  as  regards  onr  po- 
fitical  and  eommeroial  oonoems:  for  each  of 
fbesa  powan  baa  leaerred  the  right  to  estsUish 
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sacfa  rations  with  foreign  nations,  as  may  best 
Boit  its  indieiduai  intere^ 

Seeing,  then,  that  this  object  cannot  be  at- 
tained at  Panama,  the  qaestion  arises:  What 
objects  are  to  be  attiUned  by  sending  Ministers 
to  that  OoDgress  f  Ntme^  mr ;  in  my  opbaion, 
none ;  none,  at  lea^  that  will  be  benefidal  to 
the  interests  of  the  united  States.  On  the  con- 
trary, fflucAmay  bedoneto  injure,  if  not  to  rain, 
onr  political  prospects. 

Beudes,  let  me  ask,  should  we  send  oar  Min- 
isters to  this  Congress,  in  what  capacity  and 
witii  what  powers  are  uiey  to  attend  the  ddib* 
;  orations  that  may  be  held?  Sorely,  sir,  they 
.  mast  enter  it  clothed  with  the  same  powers 
which  the  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  tiie 
other  States  are  clothed  with.  It  is  idle  to  tell 
me  that  the  BepreseDtatiTea  of  different  nations 
would  meet  there  dothed  with  different  pow- 
ers and  for  different  porposea;  if  BO,  whatooiOd 
they  effect?  No^  nr:  thejmeet  there  from 
their  reepeotive  nations,  Jnst  as  we  meet  hem 
from  oar  reepeotive  districts;  all  equal,  and 
apon  tiie  same  footing. 

And  where  are  we  to  look  for  the  powers 
they  are  to  possess  f  Why,  sir,  I  wonld  hare 
said,  to  the  treaties  between  those  States ;  bat 
I  am  here  met  at  the  threshold  by  the  gettle- 
man  from  New  York,  (Ur.  Wood,)  who  tells  ns 
that  the  powers  of  these  Plenipotentiaries  are 
not  deriTed  from  those  treaties,  bat  from  their 
own  instrnctions,  with  which  we  are  not  ao- 

Soainted.  Bat,  sir,  if  their  powers  are  not  to 
e  found  in  these  treaties,  then  am  I  thrown 
upon  the  wide  world  forooqjeetnre.  Bat,  sir, 
I  diall,  with  great  deference  for  that  gentle- 
man, assume  toe  ocmtraiy  groood,  and  say  that 
they  have  no  powen,  except  those  only  which 
are  ^ven  them  by  these  treaties ;  for  it  ia  dear- 
ly correct  to  say,  that  the  power  which  createi^ 
l^res  to  the  creature  whatever  power  it  pos- 
sesses. This  admitted,  I  ask  where  is  the 
power  which  created  this  Congress,  and  estab- 
lished  the  roles  by  which  these  Plenipotentifr 
ries  are  to  act  and  to  be  governed?  These 
treaties  are  the  power.  The  Congress  has  no 
other  oeator.  And  here  let  me  invite  the  at- 
twtiOB  of  the  committee  to  the  13th,  18th,  ai^ 
14th  artidea  of  the  treaty  between  Colombii 
and  Chili,  where  the  first  mention  of  this  a»> 
sonbly  is  to  be  seen;  (and  there  are  oorre- 
Bpondent  artidea  in  all  the  other  treatiea  b^lM* 
as.) 

Artide  12.  "  To  draw  more  closdy  the  bonds 
which  oDght,  in  fntare,  to  nnite  both  States^ 
and  to  remove  any  difficulty  which  may  pre- 
sent itself,  or  interrapt,  in  any  manner,  ttieir 
good  correspondence  ana  harmony,  an  Asaau- 
BLT  (here,  ur,  is  the  ori^)  shall  be  formed, 
composed  of  two  nenipotentiariea  for  each 
party,  in  the  same  tenns  and  with  the  same 
fbrnuditiea,  which,  in  conformity  to  established 
usages,  ought  to  be  observed  for  the  appoint* 
ment  of  the  Ministers  of  equal  class  near  the 
Governments  of  foreign  Datic»»." 
Artide  18.  "Both  partiea  obUgo  themadvet 


Digitized  by  Google 


104 


ABBIDaHENT  OV  THE 


a  or  R.] 


to  interpoae  their  good  offleet  with  tb«  GoTem- ' 
meate  ot  the  oUier  States  of  America,  formerly 
^>anuh,  to  eoter  into  this  campaU  of  unwn, 
Itogvm^  and  om/MspoftM." 

Yea,  dr«  and  they  have  not  oonfined  them- 
■elTea  to  the  Spanish  Atnerioan  Statoa  odIjt: 
bat  are  "interposing  their  good  offioes,"  "to 
indnoe  tre  to  eater  into  this  compact  of  union, 
leaga&  and  confederation." 

And  what  is  to  be  doce  br  the  IDniatera  at 
tiiis  meeting  I  We  find  ui»  annrer  in  the 
nut  article : 

Artiole  14.  "  Aa  soon  as  tbe  great  ol^eot  has 
been  attuned,  a  General  Amemblr  of  the 
American  States  shall  be  oonvened,  composed 
of  their  FlenipotentiariM.  inCA  tA«  eAarv«  <ife»- 
mmttnjr,  *n  Utf  mott  kHA  Dumntfr,  the  mtiniate 
idations  which  on^^t  to  exist  between  eTery 
one  of  them ;  and  who  may  serve  as  a  wvmoA 
In  the  gftoA  wii/SisCi,  as  a  raltyjf^r  jwuU  in  the 
40Mmm  Anysn^  as  a  fiuthfbl  interpreter  of 
tb^  pablio  treaties  when  difflcidtiea  ocenr,  and 
aa  an  umpire  and  oonoillator  in  their  disputes 
and  differenoes." 

This,  sir,  is  what  the  Plenipotentiaries  will 
hare  to  do  when  thejr  meet  at  Panama;  for 
these  treaties  are  their  oharter^-the  oonstita- 
tioifwhich  is  to  govern  their  acta,  as  onr  Fed- 
eral constitution  govems  onrs.  to  that,  if  we 
send  onr  Ministers  there,  (Aoy  too  most  be 

charged  vtith  mMntiing^  tn  CA«  mott  toUi  and 
stable  f?wmn«p,  thoae  int%mat«  fvlsfmu  which 
■re  to  exist  between  them."  Ve,  too,  rir,  must 
aariot  in  finging  out  tbcoe  "bonds  wbtoh  are  to 
Und  them  togmiw  in  Uiis  OMupoot  of  onirai, 
league,  and  oonfbderatlon and,  if  we  asnst  in 
forging  out  these  bonds,  we  must  beoome  one 
Incorporate,  and  bound  hj  them :  (unleas,  in- 
deed, we  send  onr  Plenipoteutiariea  there,  onlj 
to  shake  hands  with  tiie  FlenipotenUones  m 
these  nations,  and  to  say  to  them,  Wewish  you 
well — good  bye ;  and  this,  he  suspected,  would 
be  nearly  the  amoont  of  what  we  shoold  be 
able  to  accomplish  so  far  as  re^teota  oar  oom- 
mdrcial  intereeta.)  Bat.  if  we  are  to  be  bonnd 
by  these  ties,  what  shall  we  have  done  f  We 
ihall  have  entered  into  an  allianee— "an  en- 
tangling aUlanoe."  And  ahoidd  Old  Spain  ever 
attempt  to  reontquer  her  ookmiea,  w  ahoidd 
any  other  power  attempt  to  serer  their  union, 
then  shall  we  be  bound  to  step  forward  and  de- 
fend them ;  and,  in  the  memorable  langnage  of 
Oaaca,  when  he  entered  the  oonapiracj  amlnst 
Ossar,  the  United  States  mnat  "  set  her  foot  as 
ftr  as  who  goes  farthest" 

Bat  we  are  told  by  the  Prerident  that  we  are 
to  send  oar  Ministers  there  to  advise  and  con- 
flolt.  I  am  not,  said  iii.  0.,  snfficiently  ao- 
qoainted  with  the  law  of  nations  to  hazard  on 
ojrinion  npoa  Uiis  point ;  but  it  does  appear  to 
me.  nr,  tnat  it  would  be  caoae  of  just  com- 
plnnt  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  that  she  might 
consider  it  a  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
and  amity  which  now  exist  between  us  and  that 
power ;  for  it  is  a  principle  of  monioipal  law, 
•nd  will,  I  presame,         equally  to  the  law 
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of  nations,  that  the  adviser  of  a  crime  Is  equally 
gnilly  with  the  perpetrator.  If  A  advisee  B  to 
take  the  life  cf  0,  and,  in  accordance  with  this 
advioe,  B  oonunita  the  murder,  then  is  A  an 
aooeaioiT  1>efi»e  the  foct,  and,  in  law,  eqnally 
gnilty  with  B.  But,  aa  regards  nations,  thm 
are  no  aeeeasoriea,  all  are  prindpals;  and  it 
does  appear  to  me,  that,  ahonid  we  send  IGnis- 
ters  to  Panama,  to  advise  and  oonsolt  with  those 
belligerent  Bepnblios,  how  to  maintain  their 
independence  against  Spain,  that,  by  that  very 
act,  we  beoome  oo-belUgerenta,  and  most,  and 
may.  Justly,  be  oonndered  by  Spain  as  her  en- 
emy. To  bring  this  home  to  the  members  of 
this  Honse,  permit  me  to  put  a  case,  hypothet- 
ioally.  Sappose  this  country  was  at  war  with 
Eogumd,  ^d  she,  in  order  the  better  to  ar- 
range some  plan  by  which  she  oonld  effiBct  onr 
overthrow,  pnwoaed  to  the  crowned  heada  of 
Europe  to  send  nenipotenliaries  to  meet  at 
some  particukr  pc^nt,  dadmated  hx  ^ot,  for 
the  puipose  of  oonsnltuig  ana  adviring  with  her 
how  to  aoocmpliah  tliat  oljeot  Aim  aappose 
that,  in  aooordanoe  with  this  invitation,  those 
powers  with  whom  we  have  the  most  firiendly 
mtercontse,  and  between  whom  and  us  there 
exist  treaties  of  peace,  amity,  and  oonunerce, 
shoald  accept  the  invitation,  and  send  their 
Ministers  for  that  purpose — appeal  to  every 
gentleman  on  this  floor,  if  he  would  not  view 
this,  on  the  part  of  those  powen,  as  a  violation 
of  uiose  friendly  relations  which  exist  between 
us.  Can  they  deny  that  they  would!  And  if 
ia  not  this  oaaa  strictly  in  pdntt  Bat^  ar, 
on  this  part  of  the  argnmeat,  I  submit  my  re- 
marks with  diffidence,  fiv  the  reasm  I  before 
assigned. 

Mr.  Bivw,  of  Virrinia,  then  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  McLAin*B  amwdment^  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing after  the  words  "aforesaid  Qovem- 
menta,"  where  thoae  wtnda  ooonr: 

"Or  any  compact  or  engagement  hj  wUeh  the 
United  Sutes  shaU  be  pUdged  to  the  Spanish  Amer* 
lean  States  to  muntaln,  by  force,  the  princii^e  that 
no  part  of  the  American  cootiaeota  la  neoceforwatd 
sul^eot  to  c<doniaatiOD  bj  aoy  Ear<^ean  power.* 

Mr.  B.  exprewed  an  intentifHi  to  address  tiie 
oonunittee  in  support  of  this  amendment,  bat  in 
the  meanwhile^  moved  that  the  oommittee  rise. 

The  motion  prevailed— ^rea  HA  and  then  the 
oomndttee  rose. 
The  Hooae  a^onmed. 


TmraanAT,  Ajnil  ft. 
MimUm  to  Pmama, 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Stxted- 
BOK,  of  Vo.,  in  the  chair,  on  the  report  of  the 
Oommittee  of  Foreign  Rdations.  on  the  Mes- 
sage tA  the  Freddent  of  tiie  United  States^  in 
relation  to  the  Mission  to  Panama. 

Mr.  Rrvxs,  who  had  a  right  to  th«  floor, 
(having  moved  last  evening  for  the  ridug  of 
theconmiittee,)  being  onexpeotedlyabeeiit  from 
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the  H0UB6,  Mr^  Brent  nddroMod  the  oommit- 

ICr.  (^Ltirmaii :  There  is  om  mUijeet  to  be 
diiaund  at  the  Oongren  At  Faninia,  in 
wUch  I  fe^  s  d»ep  iDterert,  as  being  one  of 
tite  Bepresentativea  of  b  Southern  State.  I 
tUade  to  the  condition  of  the  islaads  of  Oaba 
and  Porto  Bico.  If  the  amendment  now  befme 
the  committee  shoold  be  ad<nited,  our  Ministers 
irill  be  prevented  from  taking  any  ^art,  or 
making  any  remonstrance  upon  tJiat  tulgtet,  and 
for  this  reaaoD,  if  for  none  other,  I  am  opposed 
to  that  amendment.  Sir,  the  condition  cn'the 
Island  of  Cnba,  in  the  neighborhood  f>f  the 
State  of  LiHiidana,  one  <tf  whose  Bqaesentap 
tiTCS  I  am,  excites  mj  most  llvdy  anxieties. 
To  the  destiny  of  Cnba  we  are  not  indifibrent. 
Oar  ^rmpaUues,  oor  partiality  fyp  free  and.  in- 
d^Mudent  GoTemmentB,  make  ns  not  indiffer- 
ent to  the  conation  of  onr  fellow-men,  the  snb- 
jects  of  monarchy;  imder  any  other  cironm- 
staooes,  and  differently  sita^ed,  we  woold  hi^ 
with  pleasore  the  independence  of  Oaba ;  bat 
for  reasons,  Mr.  Cfaainnan,  which  yon,  as  a 
Softthem  man,  Jiel,  and  the  nation  Imow,  I 
shoold  look  npon  that  event,  aa  connected  with 
oor  inteiesta  and  with  hnmanity,  as  one  of  Ibe 
neatest  evils  which,  in  the  existing  state  of 
voMkf^  eonld  beCnll  the  Sonthem  States,  and 
paitMBbrly  the  State  of  Lonisiana.  I  need  not 
x^er  to  the  population  of  Onba  to  jostify  my 
liMr&  Sir,  do  yon  beUevetiiat  if  the  Repablics 
of  the  Sooth  were  to  nnite  to  aid  Coba  in  her 
ind^iendenoe,  that  its  liberty  woold  be  achieved. 
In  Maoe  and  good  feeling  between  all,  and 
without  scenes  of  min,  horror,  and  deeolation, 
too  psinfol  to  be  portrayed !  Woold  not  the 
BgDjd  for  its  indcniendence  be  the  watchword 
mr  oMther  ^eett  And  how  ooold  it  be  re- 
ttrained  T  "Where  woold  be  the  armed  force  to 
■too  the  bloody  torrent  1 

sat,  let  DB  for  a  moment  suppose,  that  the 
bd^sndenoe  of  Onba  eonld  be  efliM^  with- 
oat  in  attempt  of  a  eertdn  part  of  its  popnla- 
tun  to  attain  Ae  asoradeu^— la  It  not  reason- 
able fiv  ns  to  sQppose  that  part  of  its  pcmTda* 
Hoa,  as  in  the  other  Sonth  American  Repablics, 
woold  all  be  declared  free ;  and,  if  so,  with  the 
Uack  popnlatioa  of  Mexico  on  the  nt>ntier  of 
Looisiana,  and  H^tl  and  Ooha  for  neighbora, 
what  woold  be  the  condition  of  ike  Sonthem 
plaatenf  Sir,  the  very  thought  of  the  otmae- 
qiKD«es  flowing  from  soehastate  of  things,  ex- 
cite feelings  too  heart-rending  to  be  dwelt  npon 
for  one  moment.  I  most  torn  from  them.  To 
prevent  snch  a  state  of  things,  and  to  remon- 
ttrate  with  the  Sooth  American  Bepablics 
■gainst  their  lending  their  $iA  to  nrodnoe  an 
event  ao  filled  with  evil  to  the  Sontheni  States, 
and  so  shocking  to  hnmanity,  the  Freudent 
the  ITnited  States  has  told  as  in  his  Message 
that,  "  the  condition  of  the  islands  of  Coba  and 
Porto  lUoo  is  of  deeper  import  and  more  imme- 
diate bearing  npon  tiiepresent  interests  and  fa- 
tore  proqtects  of  oor  Union.  The  oorreqwnd- 
cooe  herewith  transmitted,  will  show  how 
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earnestly  it  has  engaged  the  attention  of  thia 
Oovenmient.  The  invarica  <^  both  those  id- 
ands,  by  the  nnited  fMwea  of  Mezioo  and  Co- 
lombia, is  avowedly  among  the  objeote  to  be 
matured  by  the  belligerent  Stat^  Panama. 
The  oonvnlnons  to  which,  from  the  peculiar 
oompomtion  of  their  popnlation,  they  wonld  be 
liable  in  the  event  of  snch  an  inva^on,  and  the 
danger  therefrom  resolting  of  their  falling  nlti- 
matoly  into  the  hands  of  some  European  power 
other  than  Spain,  will  not  admit  of  oor  looking 
at  the  conseaDenoes  to  which  the  Oongress  i£ 
Panama  may  lead,  with  indifference.  It  is  tm- 
neoeasary  to  enlam  upon  this  topic,  or  to  say 
more  than  that  all  onr  efforta  in  rnersDce  to 
this  interest,  will  be  to  preawe  tiie  existiDg 
state  of  thin^ :  iba  tmiqnillify  of  the  islands, 
and  the  peace  and  seonrify  of  their  inhabi- 
tants." And  if  the  present  amendment  be 
adopted,  this  very  subject,  so  interesting  to  the 
South,  will  be  exclnded  from  the  instmotdona 
of  onr  Ministers.  How  can  it  be  expected  that 
sitniUed  as  I  am,  and  representing  the  interests  I 
do,  I  wonld  advocate  an  unendment  calculated 
to  do  so  an  evil  to  my  constitoents  I  Ko, 
never.  Were  I  to  do  it,  I  wonld  be  unworthy 
of  the  station  I  now  filL 

I  have  been  astonished,  Ifr.  Ghairman,  at  the 
coarse  oS  some  gentlemen  from  the  Scndh,  in 
the  other  branch  of  Congress,  (for  I  sappoBe  I 
can  re^  to  tiieir  ^>eecheB  as  matter  iff  nisto- 
ry,)  in  oppouog  this  mission.  Sir,  not  a  voice 
from  the  Sooth  ought  to  be  raised  against  it. 
It  is  suicide  to  do  it.  Is  it  not  extraordinary 
that  Louisiana  alone,  of  all  the  Southern  States, 
except  Maryland,  in  the  vote  given  in  the  other 
branch  of  this  Legislature,  should  have  been  in 
favor  of  this  mission  f  la  it  possible  th^t  Sooth- 
em  men  so  far  foi^t  the  vital  interests  they 
represent,  as  to  overlook  them  for  other  ol>- 
jects  ?  Can  an  opposition  to  the  present  Ad- 
ministration be  BO  pr<!}adiced  aa  not  to  see 
that  this  measure,  reeonunended  by  the  VnA- 
dent,  is  for  the  protection  of  oun  Sonthem  in- 
terests? No,  It  is  impostdble  that  they  can 
overlook  it,  if  they  divest  themselves  of  all 
pr^udioes,  and  calmly  look  at  the  attitude  of 
affairs. 

To  contradict  the  assertions  which  have  gone 
abnud  in  the  public  prints  and  otherwise,  and 
have  l>een  repeated  in  this  Hall,  that,  as  re- 
gards Cuba,  the  Administration  is  friendly  to 
the  views  of  the  Booth  American  Kepoblica, 
and  ^at  this  mission  will  lead  to  this  Govern- 
ment's lending  their  ud  in  that  way,  to  do  an 
injury  to  the  Sonthem  interests,  I  must  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  in  which  he  disclosea  his  views 
upon  the  subject,  and  clearly  refrites  the  mo- 
tives attempted  to  be  attributed  to  him,  and 
oonclauvely  shows  that  the  object  of  the  Ad- 
ministration is  to  prevent,  if  possible,  a  change 
in  the  condition  of  Cobs,  in  any  manner  what- 
soever, and  thereby  to  protect  oar  interests,  in- 
stead uf  destroying  them.  His  words  are,  and 
I  have  referred  to  them  before :  *'  The  convnl- 
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sioiu  to  which,  from  the  peonlUr  composition 
of  their  population,  [allnding  to  Cnba  and  POTto 
Bico,]  tliey  would  be  liable  in  theerent  of  snob 
an  iaTasIoD,  and  the  danger  therefrwu  remlting 
of  thur  fiuling  nltimately  into  tiie  hands  of 
aome  Earopean  power,  wtiw  tlian  Spain,  will 
not  admit  of  onr  looking  at  the  oonseqaeneu  to 
which  the  Congress  at  Panama  xaay  lead,  wit^ 
indifference.  It  ii  nnneoeasary  to  eclai^e  npon 
this  topic ;  or  to  saj  more  than  that  all  oar  ef- 
forts in  reference  to  this  interest,  [meaning  the 
Bonthem,]  will  be  to  preserve  the  existing  state 
of  things,  the  tranqnillity  of  the  is^ds,  and  the 
peace  and  secnrity  of  their  inbahitants." 

After  this  fair,  manly  expoution  of  the  views 
of  the  Administration,  how  can  gentlemen  mis- 
construe  the  real  motives  which  govern  in  this 
caset  I  much  fear,  Mr.  Ohairman,  that  the 
impolitic  (^pomtimi  made  to  this  mifluim,  baa 
bMDre  this  sealed  the  &te  of  Cnba.  Ithaaiieen 
delved  bjr  the  rwy  interest  wbioh  oofj^t  to 
have  hastened  it  Two  months  sooner  and  the 
firm  remonstrance  of  oar  Goremment  against 
any  interference  of  the  BepnbHcs,  in  the  af- 
fairs  of  Cnba,  might  have  prodaoed  all  the  ben- 
eficial effects  we  could  hope  for.  If  the  reports 
we  have  lately  received  from  Campeachy  be 
tme,  of  a  large  foroe  having  assembled  to  make 
an  attack  on  Cnba,  nnder  the  direction  of  the 
Republics  of  Mexico  and  Colombia,  I  fear  the 
patriotic  exertions  of  the  Preudent  to  stay  the 
blow,  will  be  too  late,  U  so,  what  will  or  can 
the  oppoeers  of  this  wise  and  salutary  measure 
say,  to  justify  themselvea  to  the  Amcoioan  peo- 
ple ?  Sir,  gentlemen  may  declaim  and  fret,  and 
the  opposition  may  resort  to  what  schemes  and 
intrigues  they  please,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  respond  to  the  wishes  of  the  Ad- 
ministration upon  this  subject,  and  overwhelm 
its  opposers  with  shame  and  confusion.  Sir, 
the  people  are  not  to  be  driven ;  they  will  fol- 
low their  own  judgments,  formed  from  sober 
reflection,  and  the  best  considerations,  for  their 
ooantry's  goodt  They  may,  for  a  time,  be  hur- 
ried away  by  the  enthusiasm  of  their  character, 
but  they  soon  return  to  their  better  judgments ; 
and  whenever  a  meMure^  like  the  present,  is 
calculated  to  promote  their  interests,  to  tmiteot 
the  principles  of  liberty,  upon  which  their  hap- 
py Government  Is  founded,  and  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  their  fellow-men  throughout 
the  world,  they  will  always  approve  of  it ;  and 
be  who  undertakes  to  deceive  them,  deceives 
himself. 

Mr.  KivBs  siUd  he  was  admonbhed,  by  every 
consideration  of  a  personal  nature,  to  abstiun 
fhnn  any  participation  in  tiie  present  discussion. 
No  one  could  be  more  sensible  than  himself 
bow  little  ability  be  possessed,  at  any  time,  to 
assist  the  deliberations  of  this  House,  and  that 
ability,  small  as  it  waa  at  all  times,  was  now 
materially  lessened  by  the  effects  ot  long-con- 
tinued infirmity.  Nevertheless,  he  was  urged, 
an  impulse  which  he  could  not  resist,  to  say 
something  upon  the  present  ocoaricm.  The 
motives  m  public  men,  finr  the  part  they  diaU 
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act  in  reference  to  this  subject,  have  been,  and 
will  be,  drawn  into  question.  While,  on  the 
one  hand,  servQity  uid  subservience  may  be 
attributed  to  those  who  ahall  SDMKfft  t^e  mesa* 
are,  (be  was  not  aware  that  aacfa  an  imputation 
had  been  made,  and  he  was,  certainly,  very  far 
from  making  it  himself,)  on  the  otiier  hand,  we 
know  that  uiose  who  oanuot  bring  th«r  minds 
to  approve  it,  in  all  the  latitude  of  its  Tarious 
oljeotiB,  have  been  accused  of  being  actuated 
by  a  spirit  of  factions  opposition  to  t£e  preset 
Administration.  This  oonnderation  naturalty 
made  one  desirous  of  placing  bis  opinions,  and 
the  grounds  of  them,  before  the  world,  that 
they  might  speak  for  themselves,  and  that  it 
might  be  seen  that  they  have,  at  least,  a 
Bttfficieiit  foundation,  in  reascWf  to  exempt  tbcm 
from  the  suspitnon  of  orijrinadDg  in  penmal 
and  unwortiiy  motives.  But  tbu  is  not  alL 
The  sattfeot  itadf  la  one  of  the  deepest  intmst 
No  question  has  arisen,  in  my  opinion,  eaid 
Mr.  B.,  since  wo  aasumed  our  equal  rank  among 
the  natiooa  of  the  earth,  not  excepting  the  late 
declaration  of  war  agaimt  Great  Britain,  fearfol 
and  momeotoufl  as  that  was,  which  inv<^Tes 
more  important  wmseqaenoes  to  the  peace, 
happiness,  and  free  political  institutions  of  this 
country.  The  measure  proposed  is  an  acknowl- 
edged departure  frora  the  uniform  and  settled 
policy  pursued  by  this  Government  in  times 
past— a  policy,  in  the  observance  of  which,  we 
have  recked  tiie  moat  abundant  fruUs  of  pran 
periQr  and  honor.  It  seeks  to  introduoe  a  new 
system  in  the  conduct  and  a^nstmoit  of  our 
for«gn  relations.  WbiU  we  profess  to  cultivate 
"pesce,  commerce,  and  honest  £Henddiip^"with 
all  nations,  this  system  proposes  to  connect  ns, 
by  ties  of  a  more  intimate  and  fraternal  diarao- 
ter,  with  the  nations  of  one-half  of  the  gjobe, 
by  which  we  are  to  be  segregated  from,  and, 
in  n  manner,  arrayed  against,  those  of  the  othw 
half;  by  whicti  we  are  to  make  common  cause 
with  t^e  former,  in  the  defence  of  their  new- 
bom,  and  yet  precarious  independence;  and,  in 
short,  to  identify  our  interests,  and  nnlte  our 
destinies,  with  theirs. 

If  this  be  tbe  tme  character  of  the  measure 
now  under  oonsidnation,  and,  lu  my  conscience, 
I  most  sf^emnly  beUeve  that  it  is,  it  becomes  as 
to  weigh  it  well  before  we  give  it  tbe  irrevocable 
sanction  of  our  vot«  in  this  Bb3\.  That  wo 
have  the  right  thus  freely  to  deliberate  upon  it, 
has  not  yet  been  openly  questioned,  hi  tbe 
progress  of  this  discussion;  but  the  idea  has 
been  suggested,  in  conversation,  that,  as  tbe 
constitution  hss  c<m6ded  to  the  President  and 
Senate  tbe  jiower  of  making  appointments,  and 
as  Ministers  to  Panama  have  been  appointed  by 
tiiem,  we  have  no  longer  any  discretion  upon 
the  sulject,  but  are  bound  to  make  the  appro- 
priations necessary  tor  defraying  the  expenses 
oi  the  mlarion.  Such,  rir,  is  not  the  doctrine 
of  the  President  himsell^  who  has  shown  no 
disposition  to  concede,  with  too  mudi  fiwUity, 
powers  to  other  departments  of  the  Govem- 
meot,  in  dw^gatioa  of  hb  own.    In  bit 
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Tbmt^  both  to  tbia  Hoom  and  tha  Bmlbb,  he 
■Imits  the  sabjeot  to  the  free  detexmiutioD^ 
of  Uw  Lepdatnre.  Neithw  vu  this  the  doo- 
triM  ot  w»  Hoose,  in  '96,  when  these  mts 
wan  filled  with  some  of 'the  wisest  men  who 
hire  adorned  any  portion  at  onr  annals.  On 
that  ooeauonf  th^  Honse  of  Bepreseotatives,  in 
t  mDcii  more  donbtfol  case — in  the  case  of  a 
tresty  which  had  been  dnlj  ratified — affirmed 
th^  nj^t,  ia  the  freest  and  folket  manner,  to 
Ipant  ox  withhold  an  appropriation  of  money, 
or  any  other  act  necessary  to  carry  the  treaty 
iatoc&ci,  A  tre»Qr  is  a  mntnol  and  solemn 
flODtnet,  between  two  parties ;  and,  when  it 
has  been-  connuanwted.  wiUi  all  the  forma 
prescribed  by  the  ooubtntimi,  there  ia  plaoBi- 
biUty,  atlea^  in  contending  that  it  hinds  the 
ftith  of  the  nation,  and  is  Obligatory  upon  all 
the  antboritSes  of  the  Gorornment.  Bnt  the 
appmotment  of  Kinisters  ia  an  aot  oonfined  to 
one  party  only,  in£arring  do  obligaticm  to  any 
othw ;  and  there  can  be  no  groond  for  saying 
that  the  fidth  of  the  nation  is  pledged  b^  it 
Bat,  air,  why  need  I  dwell  npcm  this  oUectionI 
Have  we  been  engaged  in  a  solemn  nroe  for 
the  last  two  montiisl  Whwefore  hav«  we 
repeated  csU  after  call  upon  the  EzecntiTe,  for 
inibniatkHi,  and  reodTod  firam  the  Sxeontive 
ccnnnnBMBluHi  after  oommnnicalicau  in  rela* 
tion  to  tlus  ioltfect,  if  not  to  enable  ns  to 
decide  wbrthtf  we  would  or  wonld  not  grant 
the  appropri^oa  which  has  been  asked  of  us  t 
Did  it  need  all  this  pr^iaration  to  qualify  ns 
for  an  act  which  we  were  bound,  in  any  erent, 
to  perfimnl  Was  it  proper,  on  the  one  part,  to 
Bsk,  or,  00  the  other,  to  give,  so  maob  li^t,  if 
we  were  cnnpelled,  bliiwPiy  and  impUdUy,  to 
■anction  the  measure  proposed  ? 

Id  deciding  the  qnestion  submitted  to  us, 
then,  we  must  dismiss  all  extraneous  oonsidera- 
tioM,  and  look  exdusively  tu  the  intrinsio  merits 
ef  tbB  messnre  itself^  or,  in  other  words,  to  the 
^aractcr  of  the  obieeta  pcopoaed  to  l^e  ao- 
flomplislied  by  it.  So  many  and  suoh  Tarions 
otjeds  have  beat  soggested,  as  the  motives  of 
trai  Mtraordinary  meaanret  that  the  mind  is 
htwildnred  and  wet  in  oonfodon,  amid  their 
nmhiplidty ;  and  it  Is  eieeedin^  ^fflonlt  to 
fix  tlw  attention  \oag  enough  upon  any  one  of 
tiwm,  to  estimate  its  preoise  bearing  on  the 
general  propontion.  But,  in  reviewing  them 
again  ana  a^^  my  attention  haa  been  forcibly 
anerted  by  two,  of  a  ebaraoter  so  portentous 
to  the  peaoe  and  hapinoeas  of  the  country, 
tut,  were  all  the  rest  not  only  innocent  and 
mib,  but  in  the  hi^ieet  degree  wM  and  im- 
portant, I  could  not  leaA  mj  cauaamnea  to 
the  mcasTirti.  whOe  oontmned  to  be  em- 
baeed  within  Its  scope.  The  two  objeots 
ilhi^  to,  an  reristanoe  to  the  intorferenoe  of 
any  tluid  power  in  tbe  quarrel  between  ^lain 
sod  b«r  hue  ocdoniea,  and  opposition  to  all 
fotare  edimization  on  either  continent  of 
America.  Bo  general  seems  to  be  the  impree- 
man  of  the  danger  and  inexpediency  of  wmoUt- 
Uag  oonelTa^  in  ralatioa  to  these  topios,  that 
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the  oouUaratioiL  of  the  proprie^  ot  the  ml»* 
don  to  Panama,  with  a  large  minority  of  per^ 
aoii%  has  isanmed  the  sh^  of  an  in^dry 
whether  we  art  likeU/  to  Im  to  tiommittsd—ti«i 
vhethtr  «M  ought  to  it.  Borne  of  the  friends  of 
the  miasion  earnestiy  deny  that  there  is  any 
reason  to  apprehend  that  we  shall  be  oommitted 
np9n  these  topics,  by  any  thing  proposed  to  be 
done  at  Panama,  while  others,  who  have  more 
carefully  explored  the  evideaoe,  observe  a  ^ 
oreet  silenoe  upon  the  sabject  Although  these 
topics  evideatiy  eonititntod  the  Miginal  induoe- 
mea^  the  piuiram  mobOe  ot  the  invitatini 
given  us  to  attend  the  Oospwa  at  Panama, 
yet,  In  tbe  elaborate  report  of  flw  Committee  rf 
Foreign  Belations,  there  Is  nc^  the  sli^test  aDu- 
non  to  them.  In  the  Mess^  of  the  President, 
al^oo^  alluded  to,  they  are  overiaid  and  smoth- 
ered by  other  matter ;  and  there  is  a  manifest 
tkffnm  in  uvproaohing  them,  on  this  floor. 

How  it  niaB  happened  that  these  otiJeote^ 
which  originally  sttwd  in  the  front  of  the  pio- 
ture,  have  been  thos  shifted  to  the  baok- 
ground,  where  they  are  almost  lost  in  the  ob- 
scurity of  the  distance,  it  is  not  for  me  to  ex- 
idain ;  bat  believing  that  they  are  all-impor- 
tant in  giving  its  true  oharaoter  and  expression 
to  the  pieee,  I  shall  bring  them  forward,  in  fioU 
relief  to  thor  proper  position  upon  the  canvas. 
I  ehall  undertake  to  prove,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  tiie  doooments  in  our  possesion,  that, 
if  Uinisters  are  sent  to  the  Congress  at  Pana* 
ma,  our  Government  is  oommitted  to  take  part 
in  its  deliberations,  relating  to  thm  objeett — 
that  they  are  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  ob- 
jects, in  which  our  participation  was  sought 
by  the  States  who  invited  our  attendance— and 
that  the  result  of  our  participation  in  them  will 
most  probably  be  the  adoption  of  measures  en- 
dangering the  fatnre  neace  of  the  country.  In 
the  prosecution  of  this  plan,  it  will  be  bedde 
my  purpose  to  inquire  how  Uar  a  Congrea^ 
whuMi  has  the  power  to  "  fix  "  and  "  detei^ 
mine  "  the  reweotive  military  and  naval  con- 
tingents, or  their  equivalents,  which  are  to  be 
furnished  parties  engued  in  a  oommon  war, 
which  has,  too,  the  farther  power  of  "  intn^ 
preting  tbe  b«aties  "  that  may  be  made,  and  of 
"arbitnting  tbe  differences"  that  may  arise 
among  those  parties,  can  be  justly  denominated 
a  dipumatie  meeting,  or  a  eontuUeUivt  hody, 
merely.  Whether  ue  Congress  be  sovereign 
or  consultative,  legislative  or  diplomatic,  still 
the  objeots  I  have  indicated  are  to  be  acted 
upon  by  it,  and  in  a  manner  exponng  the  peace 
of  the  nation  to  the  most  SMious  hazards.  Kot 
sh^  I  inqoira  how  for  it  is  ooosistent  with  our 
pntfesdons  <tf  neutrality,  in  the  extsting  war 
between  Spidn  and  her  late  oolooiea,  to  take 
in  the  prooeedinga  of  a  Congress,  which 
evidentiy  grown  out  of  the  txiffeneiet  of 
that  toor,  and  the  avowed  and  leading  object  of 
which  is  to  oombioe  the  resources,  and  to  unite 
the  efforts  of  the  belligerents  on  one  side,  in  a 
more  vigarout  protteution  of  it — a  Congress, 
too,  whose  ocossional  setset  sittiDgs,  as  they 
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would  afford  a  conTenient  cover  for  our  partUd- 
paUoQ  tn  ite  hostile  deliberatiooa,  might  well 
excite  mupicioiu  as  to  the  good  faith  with 
whioh  we  observed  our  dedumtlcni,  not  to 
shue  in  its  connBeb  of  tiitt  oharaoter.  I  shall 
also  forbear  to  consider  any  of  the  Tariooe  ob- 
jects, other  than  those  I  have  already  refinred 
to,  which  have  been  so^ested  as  proper  for 
onr  joint  oonsoltations,  in  the  Ocngreea  of  Pan- 
ama. All  those  objects,  in  my  opinion,  have 
been  ^own  to  be  nseless,  impertinent  mis- 
chievoas,  impracticable,  or  attainable,  with 
equal  advante^  in  the  osnal  mode  of  diplo- 
matic negotiation.  It  will  be  sofficient  for  my 
punK»e,  if  I  establish  the  propositions  I  have 
undertaken  to  maintain,  in  relation  to  the  two 
prominent  cttjeett  (so  fiu*  as  we  ar«  eonoemecO 
of  tbe  Oongrets  atFanaiDa,  found  in  the  means 
ni  rvfjtftn^  the  inteifBrenoe  of  ai^  third 
power,  in  the  war  betwem  Spdn  and  the 
Southern  Bepnbliea,  and  the  mode  of  opposing 
colonization  on  «ther  continent  of  Amenoa. 

My  first  proposition  la,  that,  if  we  send  Min- 
isters to  the  OoDgress  of  Panama,  oar  Govem- 
meut  stands  committed  to  take  part  in  ita  delib- 
erations relating  to  these  ol^ects.  Now,  sir,  to 
determine  this  point,  let  ns  refer  to  the  terms 
of  the  invitation,  addressed  to  ns,  and  the  terms 
of  its  acceptance.  It  will  he  recollected  by  the 
committee,  that  the  ICniaters  of  Mexico  and 
Colombia,  Jnady  donbting  how  fiur  It  wonld 
ocm^t  with  the  policy  heretofore  pntBoed  by 
onr  GtoTamment,  to  accept  an  invitaUim  to  the 
Congress  at  Panama,  mevionsly  consulted  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  know  whether  "  it  would 
be  agreeable  or  not  to  the  UDlted  States  to  re- 
ceive snch  an  invitation."  The  delicacy  which 
marked  the  conduct  of  these  Ministers  is  highly 
honorable  to  them.  Their  object  was  to  leave 
ns  unembarraatod  by  the  consideratiiKi  of  the 
wishes  or  fselings  of  their  Governments,  and 
in  a  condition  or  perfect  freedom,  to  decide  ao- 
oor^ng  to  our  oton  views  qf  our  own  interettt. 
The  Secretao^  of  State  Informed  them  that  the 
President  believed  that  the  proposed  Congress 
might  be  highly  naeftil  in  several  respects,  bat 
tiionght  it  expedimt  to  a^nst  beforenand  cer- 
tdn  preliminuy  points,  snch  as  "  Me  mtbjeeU  tc 
whien  the  attention  of  the  Congrm  wat  to  be 
directed,"  and  some  other  matters  of  a  aunilar 
character;  and  added,  that,  if  these  points 
could  be  arranged  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
the  United  States,  the  Preudent  wonld  be  dis- 
posed to  accept  the  proffered  invitations.  For 
the  purpose  of  satisfying  this  requisition,  more 
particularly  aa  it  regarded  the  sul^jects  of  de- 
liberation in  the  proposed  Congress,  the  Mexi- 
can and  ColombiuL  Hlaisters  addressed  to  Mr. 
day  thor  respective  letters  of  the  2d  and  8d 
of  November.  What,  sir,  doefi  the  Mexican 
Minister  say  t  The  followmg  extract  from  his 
letter  will  show :  "  The  Government  of  the 
subscriber  never  supposed  nor  denred,  that  the 
United  States  of  America  would  take  part  in 
the  Congress  about  to  be  held,  in  other  matters 
than  those  which,  from  their  nature  and  im- 


portance,  tiie  late  Adminiabvlaion  pointed  oat 
and  oharaetwized  as  bebigct  general  tntmsC 
to  ths  OontiaMt:  tor  which  reascm,  one  of  the 
snljeotB  whioh  will  oconpy  fiie  attenttm  of  the 
Congrees,  wiU  be  thtf  rsmtemsa  or  (^>i»oralMn 
to  taa  interference  of  any  nentral  nation,  in 
the  qaestiou  and  war  of  independence,  between 
the  new  powers  of  the  Continent  and  Spun. 
The  Government  of  the  undersigned  ^prehends, 
that,  as  the  powers  of  America  are  of  aeeord  M 
to  remittance,  it  behooves  them  to  discoas  the 
means  of  giving  to  that  resistance  all  possible 
foroe,  that  the  evil  msj  be  met,  if  it  cannot  be 
avoided ;  and  the  only  means  of  accomplishing 
this  ol^ect  is,  by  a  previous  concert  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  each  of  them  shall  lend  its  oo- 
operation ;  for,  otherwise^  reristanoe  would 
erate  but  paitiaUy.'and  in  a  manner  mndi  less 
certain  and  effective.  The  oppomticn  to  oolo* 
nizatifHi  in  America,  by  the  Soropean  powers, 
will  be  aootiier  of  the  ^aestions  which  may  be 
discussed,  and  which  is  In  like  predicament 
with  the  foregoing.  After  these  twoprine^wi 
tfAjeete^  the  Representatives  of  the  Umted 
States  of  America  may  be  occupied  upon  oth- 
ers, to  which  tiie  existence  of  the  new  States 
may  give  rise;  and  which  it  is  not  easy  to 
point  out  or  ennmerate ;  for  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  will 
^ve  instraotloiu^  and  ample  powers  to  its  ocm- 
misaaoners,  and  it  trusts  that  those  from  the 
other  powers  may  bear  the  same."  And 
again:  ^ To  which  end,  and  in cranplianee  with 
the  tenor  of  the  conversations  held  with  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State,  the  underwritten 
Ministw  plenipotentiary  invites  this  Govern- 
ment to  send  Bepresentativea  to  the  Congress 
of  Panama,  with  anthorities  as  aforesaid,  and 
with  express  instructions  in  their  credentials 
upon  the  tMO  prine^tal  quettione;  in  which 
step  he  is  likewise  joined  by  the  Minister  of 
Colombia,  and  with  which  he  trusts  he  has  ful- 
filled all  that  was  stipulated  to  this  end." 
Now,  sir,  let  ns  see  the  la^nuge  of  Mr.  C3ay's 
anaww.  ^  says,  "  The  rnoAsskX  has  tbcm- 
fore  resolvedf  shoold  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  now  expected  to  assemUe  in  a  lew 
dajn,  give  their  advice  tsA  omsent,  to  send 
commisdoners  to  tiie  Congress  of  Panama^ 
Wldlst  they  will  not  be  antborised  to  «ter 
upon  any  deliberations,  or  to  concur  in  any 
acts,  inconsistent  with  'ai^prttent  nentral  posi- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  its  obligattoQS, 
they  will  be  fblly  empowered  and  instructed 
upon  all  questions  likely  to  arue  in  tlw  Guk- 
gress  on  mbjectt  in  which  the  naUont  ^  Amet' 
tea  have  a  common  intereat." 

My  next  proposition  is,  tiiat  these  sntf}ects, 
however,  or  for  whatever  reason  tiiey  may 
have  been  kept  ont  of  sight  reoei^y,  are  the 
prinaipalj  if  not  the  only  subjects  in  whidi 
our  participation  was  desired  by  the  States 
who  invited  onr  attendance  at  the  Congress  ut 
Paniuna.  In  the  extract  I  have  already  read 
to  the  committee,  from  the  letter  of  the  Mexi- 
cau  Minister,  he  e^tressly  s^lea  them  the 
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'^two prineipal  snlfJectB**  for  eonsoltation  with 
the  United  States ;  and  indeed  they  are  the 
M/y  subjects  specified  hj  him.  It  is  bue  that 
the  Colombian  Minister  snggesta,  in  a  loom  and 
genval  way,  smna  other  sut^ects,  which  might 
CDgwe  the  attention  of  the  United  States  in 
file  OongnM  of  I^nama.  Bnt  ha  dwells  <m 
tiiese  two  with  putioolar  and  (onphatio  ear- 
BHtaeat,  as  '^points  of  neat  interest,"  and 
"  of  immediate  n^ity  to  uie  American  States 
that  are  at  war  with  ^win,"  and  strcmgly  gp- 
peals  to  the  co-operation  of  this  GoTemment 
m  relation  to  them. 

I  wiU  now  proceed  to  show  that  there  is 
every  reason  to  beUeve,  from  what  has  already 
passed  between  onr  OoTenunent  and  the  Span- 
ish American  States,  that  the  revolt  onr  par- 
tidpatiMi  in  these  snbj  eets  at  Uie  Oongrese  of 
Panama,  will  be  the  adoptioa  of  measnres  en- 
dangerii^  the  ftitore  peace  of  the  ooontrT'.  Sr, 
the  prme^lU  ttf  Teaistanoe  1^  fimse  ia  already 
agreed  npon.  Nothing  remains  hot  to  a^Jnrt 
toe  dstew  oramected  with  its  ezeootkm,  and  to 
OMsommate  the  vndtntoH^g  which  has 
already  taken  piaoe  by  entering  into  a  j^rrmoZ 
cMMoet.  In  uie  very  pregnant  extract  from 
the  letter  of  the  Mexican  Minister,  to  which  I 
have  already  had  occamon  twice  to  refer,  he 
says,  **  as  the  powers  of  America  are  of  accord 
at  to  retiMtattee,''*  it  behooves  them  "  to  discnss 
the  means  of  giving  to  that  raittanee  all  possi- 
ble >t>res,"  and  to  determine  by  a  "preTions 
cfHiowt,  fai  what  mode  each  party  is  to  lend  its 
ooKtpaatioii and  we  are  invited  to  the  Con- 
gress at  Panama  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
vpm  this  diHMurioii,**  andT  anranpng  Ibe 
terns  of  this  "oonoert,"  w  system  <n  "co- 
operation." Now  1^  na  see  what  the  Colom- 
bian Minister  says :  "  The  muner  in  which  sll 
cf^Hdxstion  of  Ennnwan  powers  on  the  Amer- 
ican Continmt  shall  be  routed,  and  their  inter- 
fermce  in  the  present  contest  between  Spain 
snd  her  former  oolonira  prevented,  are  other 
points  of  creat  inUrett.  Were  it  proper,  an 
eventual  allianoe,  in  case  these  events  ^ould 
cecnr,  whi<^  is  within  the  range  of  poedbili- 
liee,  and  the  treaty,  of  which  no  use  snoold  be 
nude  until  the  «anM  /aderu  shoold  happen,  to 
raaaiiiaeaet;  or,  if  this  shooM  senn  prema- 
tors,  a  emvautlon  so  anticipated  would  be  dif- 
ferent means  to  aecure  the  same  end  of  pre- 
venting foreign  Infiueiioe.  This  is  a  matter  of 
immediate  vtilitj/  to  the  American  States  that 
an  at  war  with  Spain^  and  is  in  aeeordanet 
mtk  CA«  rcpetUed  aeelarationt  and  proteett  of 
(A«  CbMfwt  at  WeaiKington,  The  conferences 
beld  on  this  snlgect  being  confidential,  would 
incnase  mutual  friendship,  and  promote  the 
retpective  interests  of  the  parties."  The  Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  his  answer  to  these  letters, 
does  not  express  any  diteent  from  the  propoei- 
ti<ms  or  statements  oont^ed  in  them;  from 
which  I  will  not  aivue,  although  I  might  do  so 
with  gnat  plantibility,  that  he  i«  to  be  oonsid- 
ered  aa  msmHiv  ^  ^  particular  nwontrs  ^ 
fs^Bi^lgMtod  inthantroct  laatread.  But 
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this  I  do  contend  for :  that,  so  far  as  those  let- 
ters undertake  to  state  matters  of  fact,  the 
(onis^on  of  the  Secretary  to  qualify  or  deny,  is 
a  full  admimion  of  them.  It  is  a  nile  of  famil- 
iar iqiplicataon,  in  the  iavestisation  of  evidence, 
in  private  controversies,  uiat  wh^vw  ii 
affinoed  by  one  party,  in  the  ^vsenoe  of  the 
other,  and  not  denied,  is  conridered  as  admitted 
by  the  latter,  and  has  all  Hie  ai  it  poettite 
eot^fettian  against  him.  Now,  what  is  this 
case  f  The  Mexican  Minister  says,  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Clay,  "  The  powers  of  America,"  Qn- 
duding  the  United  States,  of  course,)  "  are  ^ 
accord  as  to  reriitonM."  The  Col(Hnbian  Min- 
ister, after  suggesting  a  particular  measure,  to 
secure  the  jomt  efforts  of  the  parties  in  this 
reeiitanee,  says :  "  This  ia  in  aeeordance  toith 
the  repeated  deelaratianM  and  proteett  of  the 
Cabinet  at  Waakington."  Mr.  Clay  does  not 
ffunsay  dther  of  these  asaertifms^  and  does, 
tiunfim)  in  efbot,  admit  them  to  be  tme. 

Bat,  dr,  we  have  direct  and  positiTe  evidenoe 
upon  this  aoldeat,  under  the  hand  of  the  Sec- 
retary hims^.  ui  our  dipl(anatio  intercourse 
with  the  ^Moiah  American  States,  he  has 
treated  and  held  out  to  them  certun  vague  ami 
oracular  expresnons,  in  a  Message  of  uie  late 
President,  as  a  pledge,  on  the  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  not  to  permit  any  interference  of  the 
European  powers  in  the  war  between  them  and 
the  mother  country.  When,  during  the  last 
summer,  a  French  fleet  speared  in  the  West 
Indies,  with  the  supposed  deugn  of  taking j>o»- 
seasion  of  the  islaou  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Bieo, 
and  an  qipeal  was  made  to  ua  by  those  States 
to  interpose  in  their  behalf  Jb.  Clay  recurred 
to  this  "  memorable  pledge,^*  as  he  expreesW^ 
calls  it,  and  in  fulfilment  and  practical  recogni- 
tion of  it  as  a  pledge  in  fact,  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Brown,  our  Minister  to  fVance,  instructing  him 
to  say  to  that  Government,  that  we  could  not 
content  to  the  occupation  of  those  islands  by 
any  European  power  other  than  Spain,  under 
any  contingency  whatever."  He  aftwwards 
communicated  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  onr  IGnister  to  Mexico,  and  aut^- 
iud  him  to  read  it  to  the  funetionariet  ef  that 
Qoewnmitnt  ae  on  interpretation  nf  our  poUog 
towards  the  States  of  ^nntah  America,  and 
"toAaC  w  yure jpr^pared  todo^  in  their  Iwhall 
If  ibis  proceeding  does  not  commit  the  Execu- 
tive nS  the  United  States^  (so  far  as  they  have 
power  to  decide  the  question,)  to  the  point  of 
recietamee,  upon  the  happening  of  a  certain 
event,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what 
could  have  such  an  effect 

We  have  heretofore  seen  that  our  Minister  to 
Mexico,  aotins  under  the  authority  of,  and  in 
presumed  obraience  to,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
had  stated  to  that  Grovemment  "  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  pledged  themselves  not  to  permit 
any  third  power  to  interfere  either  with  the 
independence  or  Uam  of  Government  of  the 
new  States."  Bnt  we  are  now  tcdd  by  tiie  Sec- 
retary, that  the  "  United  States  have  made  no 
aaoh  pledge;"  or,  aa  be  ezplidna  himpel^  htm 
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"«m(ni«eMliio«ivay0iii«iiC"totIiateffbat  Str^ 
I  never  supposed  that  taj  tnatjf  had  been  en- 
tered Into  wiUi  ^eae  States,  hr  vbldi  we  were 
bound  to  maintun  their  independeDce ;  and 
this  is  tH  that  the  aasertion  of  the  Secretarj  of 
fitate  amounts  to.  It  does  not  eontradiot  the 
idea  that  official  declaration*  haye  been  made, 
and  fomuu  atturaneea  0/  aupport  riven  to  these 
Governments  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  examine 
the  documents  before  us  witb  an  impartial  e/e, 
and  disguise  from  himself  the  ftct,  that  it  is  a 
thing  perfectly  vndentood  and  a^eed  between 
the  diplomatio  funotiooaries  <tf  this  and  the 
Spaidsh  American  GormunentK  that  aU  Anw^ 
iea  is  to  make  a  tommen  eotiM  in  maintaining, 
br  fvrce.  the  doctrines  of  a  new  public  code, 
iniich  Mr.  CSay  (feeling  that  new  things  re- 
quire new  names)  calls  "  intercontinental,"  not 
faitemation^  "law;"  and  the  purpose  for 
which  we  are  summoned  to  the  OcH^cresa  of 
Panama,  is,  to  carr7  tills  understanding  into 
effect,  by  entering  into  formal  oonventional 
stipnlstions  upon  ue  subject.  Now,  rir,  let  ns 
inquire  what  will  probably  be  the  nature  and 
effect  of  these  stipulations,  as  r^ards  the  Unit- 
ed States.  We  have  seen  that  one  of  the 
Spanish  American  Ministers  has  suggested  an 
**  eventual  alliance,  to  be  kept  se<aret  until  the 
estw  fm&eiri»  ooours,"  as  proper  to  be  adopted. 
Another,  withont  pointing  out  any  particular 
form  o(  agreement,  insists,  in  general,  npon  the 
proprietj  of  adopting  some  ^'previous  oon- 
oert,"  or  plan  of  co-operation,"  Let  us  now 
see  what  are  the  views  of  our  own  Ctovem- 
ment  npon  tliis  subject ;  and,  for  that  purpose, 
I  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  committee  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  this  House.  He  says :  The  late  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  in  his  Message  to 
Congress  of  the  2d  of  December,  1823,  while 
announcing  the  negotiation  then  pending  with 
Russia,  relating  to  the  northwest  coast  of  this 
continent,  observed,  that  the  occasion  of  the 
disoossion  to  wMon  that  Incddent  had  given 
rise,  bad  been  taken  for  asserting  as  a  princi- 
^e^  in  wluob  the  rights  and  hiteresta  of  the 
United  States  were  involved,  that  the  Ameri- 
can continents,  by  the  free  and  independent 
condition  which  they  had  assumed  and  main- 
tained, were,  thenceforward,  not  to  be  consid- 
ered as  subjects  for  future  colonization,  by  any 
European  power.  The  principle  tiad  first  been 
assumed  in  the  negotiation  with  Russia.  It 
rested  upon  a  course  of  reasoning  equally  sim- 
ple and  conclusive.  With  the  exception  of  the 
existing  European  colonies,  which  it  was  in  no- 
wise intended  to  disturb,  the  two  continents 
consisted  of  several  sovereign  and  independent 
nationa,  ithote  terriUfrUt  eoterei  Umr  lehole 
tuifau.  By  this,  their  independent  condition, 
the  United  States  enioyed  tiie  ri^t  of  oommer- 
<Hal  interoonrae  iritn  every  part  of  their  pos- 
sessions. To  att«npt  the  establishment  of  a 
colony  in  those  posMs^on^  would  be  to  usurp, 
to  the  aidndoa  of  othm^  a  intn^ 
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course  which  was  the  common  posaeerion  of 

alL  It  oonid  not  be  done  withont  atoroa^iing 
npon  existing  ris^ts  of  tiie  Uidted  States.  The 
Qovemment  of  Russia  has  never  disputed  these 
positions,  nor  manifested  the  slightest  dissatis- 
faotion  at  their  having  been  tUMU  Moat  of 
the  new  American  B^rablica  have  deidared 
tiieir  entire  assent  to  them ;  and  they  now  pro- 
pose, among  the  subjecta  of  consultation  at 
Panama,  to  take  into  coonderatkui  the  means 
of  making  efiESactual  the  a8serti<Hi  of  that  prin- 
ciple, as  well  as  the  means  of  reristing  interfer- 
ence from  abroad,  with  the  domeatio  oonoerns 
of  the  Amerioan  Qovemments.  £a  alluding  to 
these  meana,  it  would  obvtoos^  be  premature 
at  tliia  time  to  antiopate  that  which  ia  offiared 
merely  as  mattw  fax  consultation ;  or  to  pro- 
noonoe  upon  Uioee  meaeares  wfakb  hnve  been 
or  may  be  suggested.  The  pwimae  of  dua 
Oovemment  is,  to  oonour  in  ntme  which  would 
import  hostili^  to  Europe,  <^  J™^r  unHe  re> 
sentment  in  any  her  States.  Should  it  ha 
advisable  to  oontivot  any  ocmvontional  engage- 
ment on  this  topic,  our  views  would  extend  no 
fhrther  than  to  a  mutual  pledge  of  the  parties 
to  the  compact  to  m^tain  the  principle  in 
plication  to  its  own  territory,  and  to  permit  no 
Golomal  lodgements  or  estsblislunent  of  Euro- 
pean Jurisdiction  upon  its  own  soil ;  and,  with 
r^>eet  to  the  ohtnaive  iuteimenoe  tram 
abroa^  if  ita  ftitnre  character  n»^  he  it^erred 
from  that  which  has  been,  and  perhaps  atOl  is 
exercised  In  mora  than  (me  vi  &e  new  Statei^ 
a  Jdnt  declaraticm  of  its  oharactor,  and  e^>o- 
snre  it  to  tiie  worid,  may  he  raobably  all 
that  the  occasion  would  reqndre.  whether  the 
United  States  shonid  ot  should  not  be  puties 
to  such  a  declaration,  m^  jnstiy  form  a  part  of 
the  deliberation.  That  there  Is  an  evil  to  l>e 
remedied,  needs  littie  insight  into  the  secret  his- 
tory of  late  years  to  know,  and  that  this  remedy 
may  best  be  concerted  at  the  Panama  meeting 
deserves  at  iMst  the  ezperimoit  ctf  oon^der^ 
tion." 

Let  us  now  see  what  he  soggests,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  sal^t  oflnterfBreaoe  iran  alnoad, 
with  the  aflkira  of  Spanish  America.  "Aj(^ 
declaration  of  ita  character,  and  txpoture  of  it 
to  the  wtfrU,  may  be  probmly  aU  that  the  oc- 
casion would  reqidre."  The  nature  and  effect 
of  this  proposition  deserves  to  be  profoundly 
considerad.  Should  the  Untied  States  otmcnr 
in  such  a  declaration,  in  what  situation  would 
the  nation  then  stand?  Would  they  not  be 
committed  to  support  it  by  force  t  A  declara- 
tion of  the  sort  proposed,  is  no  idU  taunt,  no 
parade  if  words  merely.  It  is  a  solemn  appeal 
to  the  tporld,  upon  the  justice  of  the  cause 
which  the  parties  have  espoused,  and  implies  a 
firm  determinatim  to  support  it  with  aU  thdr 
raergies.  How  would  we^  the  vm^meUng 
powr  nf  ths  ffMwnMwnt,  stand,  in  relation  to 
the  subject !  We  are  apprised,  befbrehand,  by 
the  Executive,  that  such  a  declaration  is  among 
the  olfjects  of  the  mission  to  Panama,  and  with 
tida  knowkdgei  wa  gtn  ovr  mgu^^/Ud  ma^ 
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ticffi  to  the  mission.   The  proposed  declaration 

r forth  to  the  world,  and  ia  not  heeded  by 
powers  on  whom  it  is  intended  to  operate, 
nndar  these  eirenmatancea,  would  the  honor  o/ 
Uu  nation  admit  chT  aaj  retreat  for  ns  f  In 
tbort,  rir,  is  not  the  declaratioa  proposed  a 
wwfvttmal,  or,  to  use  more  diplomatio  phraae- 
oIoCT,  a  prontional  deelamtion  of^BOfy  to  take 
effect  whensoever  a  certain  ewoX  shall  oconr ! 
if  80, 1  aslt,  is  the  mind  of  this  nation  finally 
wde  «p  to  go  to  war  for  (he  independence  of 
Spanish  America )  No  gentinnan,  I  presume, 
win  aay  so.  But  even  if  it  were,  why  shoold 
we  proclaim  this  determination  befirehand:,  in 
snch  a  manner  aa  to  preclude  oarBelves  fi^om 
the  benefit  of  full  and  free  deliberation,  in  re- 
gard to  werj  circnmstance  of  e^tdieney^  as 
well  as  jtuiiee^  which  ought  to  influenee  our 
decunon,  when  the  oocorion       arrive  t 

Bnt,  it  mar  be  said  that  there  Is  no  reaaon  to 
apprc^oid  the  interftrenoe,  whieh  U  la  pro- 
|owd  tima  to  doKnmee  to  tito  world.  If  this 
be  to,  then  I  aaj  the  denundation  Is  a  species 
of  hratado,  which  it  does  not  become  the  dig- 
nity of  this  nation  to  engage  in.  If  otherwise, 
we  should  pauae,  before  we  aasome  upon  onr- 
sdves  the  fearfhl  respoimibilitiee  it  may  hivolve. 
It  is  tma  that  Hr.  Clay,  in  a  oommnnioation 
lately  made  to  this  House,  tells  ns,  "  that  ap- 
preben^ons  of  interference  have  ceased  bat, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  President,  in  the  por- 
tion of  his  Message  which  I  have  read  to  liie 
committee,  qieaking  of  the  same  matter,  says, 
**  that  thm  ii  on  nU  to  be  ranedied,  needa 
little  insif^t  into  the  aetvet  hist<n7  of  late 
years  to  know ;  and  that  thia  remtdg  may  best 
be  concerted  at  the  Panama  meeting  deserves 
at  least  the  experiment  of  consideratiML**  The 
Minister  of  Colombia  strongly  corroborates  tiiis 
intim^icni  of  the  Preddent,  and  expresses  a 
Bo^nciim  that  a  eotert  interference  has  already 
taken  place.  In  a  letter  of  the  80th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  addressed  by  him  to  Mr.  Clay,  he  says : 
"  ^>un,  in  spite  of  her  nullity,  does  not  cease 
in  her  efforts  to  augment  the  army  of  America, 
so  far  aa  to  induce  as  to  sospect  that  a  foreign 
hand  affordt  the$e  aids,  which  are  by  no  meuis 
in  harmony  with  the  scantiness  of  the  re- 
aooroea  of  uie  Feninsola."  Now,  rir,  If  we  are 
to  eommU  ourselves  to  go  to  ww  on  behalf  of 
the  States  of  Spanish  America,  in  the  event  of 
iuterferenoe  of  a  third  power  in  the  quarrel  be- 
tween them  and  Spain,  the  obligation  will  de- 
pend, I  presume,  upon  the  ^ct,  and  not  upon 
the/mn,  of  interference.  Whether  that  inter- 
ference be  by  openly  sending  fleets  and  armies, 
to  fight  the  battles  of  Spain,  or  by  ^ecretiy  fur- 
aiahing  tlie  means  with  wliich  those  fleets  and 
armies  arc  procured  and  supported,  the  ii^ory 
to  our  Southern  fnenda  will  be  the  same,  and 
the  obligation  opon  us,  to  repel  it,  will  conse- 
^oently  l)e  the  same. 

But,  nr,  seeing  the  dangerous  extent  of  the 
oonaequeiMes  invc^ved  in  these  measures  sug- 
gcatea  by  the  Preaident,  it  may  be  aaid,  he  does 
Mtexpress  mpooUiM  f^inion  tbatthej <n^t 
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or  win  be  adopted  at  the  Congress  of  Panama, 
Sir,  they  are  evidentiy  brought  forwanl  as  the 
result  of  previous-  deliberation,  and  seem  to  be 
offered  as  tviatitute*  for  the  projects  which  had 
been  presented  by  the  Spanish  American  Min- 
isters. They  must,  therefore,  have  been  duly 
weighed ;  and,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  that  the 
President  would  not  have  suggested  them  at 
all,  if  he  had  not  been  prepar^  on  his  part, 
for  their  adoption,  or  at  least  thought  them  en- 
t\tied  to  &9mo^/at)0rdbleeon9ideration.  That 
the  President  has  made  up  his  mind  to  concur 
in  these,  or  other  measures,  of  on  eouivaleut 
character,  is  farther  manifested  by  a  subsequent 
part  of  his  Message,  in  which  he  labors  to  show 
that  the  advice  of  General  Washington,  to 
"  have,  with  foreign  nations,  as  little  political 
oonnection  as  possible,"  is  inam>lieaiU  to  our 
relations  with  the  States  of  this  hemisphere. 
Why  should  tbe  Jhesident  have  made  uiie  at- 
tempt—(bow  he  has  succeeded  in  it,  I  hope 
hereaftw  to  show) — unless  his  oUect  was  to 
form,  with  the  nations  alluded  to,  those  "  polit- 
cal  connections,"  against  which  the  advfee  vt 
Washington  was  directed  ? 

But  a  gvUtvs  is  found  for  all  our  apprdien- 
sions,  in  the  assurances  of  the  President,  that 
*'  no  alliances  will  be  contracted,"  uid,  in  gen- 
eral, that  "  nothing  will  be  done  incompatible 
with  our  neuti«lity,"  or  "  importing  hostility 
to  Europe."  Sir,  many  things  may  be  done 
which  would  commit  uie  fatnre  peace  of  tiiia 
country,  and  yet  not  amount  to  an  aUianee,  or 
a  tiolation  Mutroltfy,  or  an  ost  0/"  hotmitv 
to  Europe.  I  have  endeavored  to  show,  uid  I 
hope  I  nave  shown,  to  tiie  satirfkction  of  the 
committee,  that  the  measures  suggested  by  the 
President  himself,  have  a  direct  tendency  to 
conmiit  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  yet  it 
cannot  be  said  that  they  constitute  an  alliaucef 
or  a  breach  of  neutrality,  or  an  act  of  hostl^ty 
to  Europe.  The  President  has  given  us  b  prac- 
tical interpretation  of  the  meaning  of  his  de- 
claration upon  this  subject,  by  recommending 
measures,  whose  unquestionable  tendency  it  is 
to  commit  the  peace  of  the  nation,  in  certain 
continffeneict,  at  the  tery  time  th&t  he  disclaims 
all  intention  of  entering  into  alliances,  or  of 
doing  any  thing  which  would  be  incomintilde 
with  our  neutrality,  or  import  hostility  to  Eu- 
rope. Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  question  the  in- 
t^rity  and  good  fuith  of  the  pKsident's  decla- 
rations. I  am  not  afVaid  that  he  intenelt  to  de- 
ceive v$;  but  the  consequences  may  be  equally 
fatal,  if  we  deeeive  curtekei.  Let  us  not  shnt 
our  eyes  against  the  light,  because  it  may  dis- 
close to  us  unwelcome  dangers.  Let  us  take 
the  declarations  of  the  President  in  the  sense 
in  which  they  were  made.  Let  ve  understand 
thorn  as  he  understands  them ;  and,  when  so 
understood,  they  afford,  in  my  opinion,  no  se- 
curity for  the  peace  of  the  nation. 

Now,  sir,  to  detennintf  how  far  this  constmo- 
tion  of  the  Preddent'a  can  be  sustained,  let  ua 
turn  to  the  advice  of  General  Washington,  in 
hie  own  mrd$.    The  language  of  that  great 
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.  man,  which  deserres  to  be  as  immortal  as  his 
fame,  was  this :  "  The  great  mle  of  conduct  for 
us,  in  r^ard  to  foreign  nations,  ii,  in  extending 
our  commercial  relatioDa,  to  hare  with  them  as 
little  political  oonneotion  as  posdUe.  So  ftr  as 
we  have  already  formed  oigagementi^  let  them 
be  fiOailed  with  perfect  good  faith.  Here  let 
OS  stop.  Europe  has  a  set  primary  interests 
which  to  OS  have  none,  or  a  verjr  remote  rela- 
tion. Hence  she  most  l>e  engaged  in  freqaent 
controversies,  the  caoses  of  which  are  essen- 
tially foreign  to  onr  concerns.  Hence,  there- 
fore, it  most  be  unwise  in  ns  to  implicate  our- 
selves, by  artificial  ties,  in  the  ordinarj  vicisri- 
tndes  of  her  politics,  or  the  ordinary  combina- 
tions and  collisions  of  her  fHendships  and 
enmities.  Onr  detached  and  distimt  sitnation 
invites  and  enables  ns  to  pursue  a  different 
ooane.  If  we  remain  one  people^  nnder  an 
^(uent  Ooremment,  the  period  it  not  far  off, 
«eA«»  us  may  dtfy  material  ii^ry  Jhm  exter- 
nal annoyance — when  we  may  take  snch  an 
attitude  as  will  cause  the  neutrality,  we  may  at 
any  time  resolve  upon,  to  be  scrupulously  re- 
spected— when  belligerent  nations,  under  the 
impossibility  of  making  acquisitions  upon  ns, 
will  not  lightly  hazard  the  giving  as  provoca- 
tion— when  we  may  choose  peace  or  war,  as 
our  interest,  guided  by  justice,  shall  counsel. 
"Why  for^  the  advantage  of  so  peculiar  a  sit- 
nation ?  Why  quit  our  own,  to  ttand  upon 
foreign  grouwi  f" 

One  would  think  that  language  so  plain,  so 
olaar,  so  nneqnivoeal,  oonld  not  by  any  tnge- 
nidty  of  coDstmotioD,  be  tortured  into  a  reeom- 
mendation  or  appnmU  of  "political  connec- 
tions with  fore^  nations" — the  very  thing 
against  which  it  warned  ns.  All  that  the  most 
intrepid  commentator  oonld  be  supposed  capa- 
ble of  contending  for,  (and  that  I  hope  to  show 
cannot  be  successfully  maintained,)  is  that, 
£rom  eircnmstances  which  have  arisen  since  the 
time  of  Washington,  and  not  foreseen  by  him, 
his  advice  no  longer  applies  to  our  condition, 
and  does  not,  therefore,  inhibit  the  formation 
of  "political  connections  with  foreign  nations," 
under  these  new  oirenmstanoea,  But,  sir,  the 
Preddent  takes  bdder  gronnd.  He  says  the 
gnpriety  of  these  poutioal  oonneotioiu  is 
airietlf/  dedveible  from  "  tiie  sound  and  Ju£- 
eions  principles,"  from  the  "tery  words  of 
Washington."  Now,  sir,  how  does  the  Presi- 
dent make  out  this  deduction  t  Why,  Mr,  by 
snperindncing  bis  own  words  upon  those  of 
Washington.  This  passage  of  the  President's 
Message  is  so  curious  a  specimen  of  criticism 
and  logic  combined,  that  I  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  it.  *'  Compare 
onr  sitnation  and  the  circumstances  of  that 
time,  with  those  of  the  present  day,  and  what, 
from  the  very  words  of  Washington,  then, 
would  be  his  eouneeU  to  his  oonntrymen  now  1 
Europe  has  still  her-  set  of  primary  interests, 
with  which  wo  have  little  or  a  remote  relation. 
Onr  distant  and  detached  utuation,  with  refer- 
ence to  Enrope^  remuns  the  aama.  Bnt  we 
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were  then  the  only  independent  nation  of  this 
hemisphere ;  and  we  were  surrounded  by  £□- 
Tvpeaa  OfAomea,  with  the  greater  part  of  which 
we  had  no  more  intenx^im  tlian  with  the  in^ 
h^itanta  of  another  idanet  Those  coioniM 
have  now  been  transformed  into  eight  inde- 
ant  nations,  extending  to  our  y'etry  bm^ 
Seven  of  them  Bepablica,  like  ourselves, 
with  whom  we  have  an  immensely  growing 
oonuneroial,  and  must  have,  and  have  already, 
important  political  connections;  with  refer- 
ence to  whom,  onr  situation  is  neither  distant 
nor  detached — whose  political  principles  and 
systems  of  Government,  congenial  with  oar 
own,  must  and  will  have  an  action  and  conn- 
teraotion  upon  ns  and  ours,  to  which  we  can- 
not be  indiffiarent,  if  we  would.  The  ra^iidi^ 
of  onr  growth,  uu  the  oonaeqneat  inorease  oT 
onr  strength,  have  more  than  reaUaed  the  on- 
ticipatiena  it  this  admirable  ptditioal  legacy. 
Thirty  years  have  nearly  elapeiBd  since  it  was 
written ;  and,  fn  the  interval,  onr  popnlatira, 
our  wealth,  onr  territorial  extwdon,  onr  power, 
physical  and  moral,  has  nearly  trebled.  Rea- 
soning upon  this  st^  of  thinKAiom  theaownd 
and  judicious  prmc^lei  ^  If^skmffUm,  and 
must  we  not  say  that  the  period  vihich  he  pre- 
dicted as  thffli  not  far  o^  has  arrived  ?  Tbst 
America  has  a  set  of  primary  interests,  which 
have  none  or  a  remote  relation  to  Europe. 
That  the  interfSDrence  of  Eorope,  therefore^  in 
those  coDoems,  diould  be  spontaneously  with- 
held by  her  npim  tiw  same  prininples,  tiiat  we 
have  never  interftred  with  ners ;  and  thal^  if 
i^e  ^lonld  interfiBre,  as  die  m^,  1^  measares 
which  may  have  a  great  and  danfferona  r«ooil 
upon  ourselves,  we  might  be  oallra,  in  defence 
of  our  own  altars  and  liresidM,  to  take  an  atti- 
tude which  would  cause  our  neutrality  to  be 
respected^  and  choose  peace  or  war,  as  our  in- 
terest, gQided  by  justice,  should  oonnsel." 

The  President  here,  after  adverting  to  the 
r^id  growth  of  the  United  States  in  wealth 
and  popuL^on,  since  the  date  of  Genend 
Washington's  Address^  adca,  "  most  we  not  say 
that  ih^b  period  wkiA  WatMitgion  wedieted  a$ 
then  mt^eff^ha*  arriaedt^  Whatperiod 
is  this?  The  Present  goes  on  to  describe  it 
as  the  period,  when  America  shall  have  her  set 
of  primary  interests,  with  which  Europe  shoald 
not  interfere,  and  if  she  should  so  interfere, 
we  might  be  called  upon  to  take  an  attitude 
for  their  defence — at  this  point,  taking  np 
again  the  language  of  General  Washington's 
Address.  It  would  seem,  from  the  use  here 
made  of  General  Washington's  prediction,  that 
As  had  anticipated  the  period  when  America 
would  have  her  set  of  peculiar  interests,  and 
had,  in  contemplation  of  that  state  of  things, 
indvuited  to  his  oonntrymen  the  course  of 
policy  whidi  it  is  now  proposed  to  {|arsae. 
But,  tax,  there  is  nothing  of  all  this  in  the 
Farewdi  Address.  The  period  spoken  of  by 
General  Washington  as  not  far  off,_  was  the 
period  when,  by  our  advancement  in  wealth 
and  power,  "under  an  effloient  Govenuneu^ 
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BBo^oe,**  Ae,   G«nera]  Wauiington  erident- 
Ifrntended  to  groand  upon  this  uitioipatioii 
ttt  nddlticHuil  argument  in  favor  of  the  polioy 
be  bad  reoimimended,  inasmnch  as  the  abili^ 
to  defy  external  aonojanoe,  which  he  had 
looked  forward  to  as  the  resolt  of  our  remain- 
ing ooe  people,  nnder  an  efficient  Gtovenunent, 
Tvold  puce  UB  above  the  necessity  of  seeking 
fcrcign  conn  ectiona,  for  the  purpose  of  strength- 
CD  ing  oorB^Tea.    jSnt  this  very  antidpa£u>n, 
whidh  General  Washington  had  introdnced  as 
t  itrcag  moUve  for  adhering  to  the  policy  of 
irddiog    political  onmeenoiu  with  foreign 
nalaona,"  the  Fresidait^  by  a  ain^pilar  metamor- 
pfaona,  lias  conTerted  into  an  instrnment  for 
jnatifjing  and  enforciiiff  a  departore  from  that 
p<die7-.    Sir,  do  not  the  heart  and  the  head 
eqnally  revolt  at  this  perversion  of  the  lan- 
gaage  and  reasoning  of  General  Washington  I 
At  the  time  when  his  Farewell  Address  was 
given  to  the  world,  we  were  yet  an  infant 
people ;  oar  nnmbers  thinly  scattered  over  an 
extensive  territory ;  onr  fingncea  embarrassed, 
and  oar  resonrcee,  ot  every  sort,  impaired  by 
the  ^ieeta  of  our  noent  strode  fur  indepeud- 
omsl  In  this  sltiuli«»if  there  were  indooemoits 
to  court  foreign  alHaiicea,  to  aid  and  inppmrt  nt 
in  the  event  of  oolfidooi  with  tiie  rest  of  the 
Vf^d.       nnder  these  (dronmstanoes.  when 
the  ssrastanoe  of  powerfal  fHends  mi^t  have 
been  not  <»ily  beneficial,  bnt  necessary  to  ns, 
Washington  yet  advised  ns  to  steer  clear  of 
foreign  alliances  and  connections,  with  how 
much  more  force  does  this  advice  apply  to  oar 
pvesent  condition — when  his  antiapations  of 
oar  national  growth  have  been  most  amply 
realized;  when  we  have  already  taken  saoh 
•n  attitude  as  to  ensnre  the  respect  of  other 
natims ;  when  we  have  proved  oorselvea  com- 
petent to  be  onr  o«ro  cAonpinif  and  the  «m- 
eemjid  d^cndert  <(f  our  imn  tigM*! 

The  Frerident  haa,  therefiHW,  in  my  opinim, 
vholly  &iled,  not  only  in  his  ^lempt  to  prove 
^niatvtd^  that  the  advice  of  Washington 
Uad*  l»  and  prooet  the  formation  of  the  politi- 
eal  connections  in  question,  bat  in  hb  en- 
deavor to  rountain  tiie  inferior  negative  pro- 
poAttoo,  tiiat  the  i^Jnnction  to  avoid  snch  con- 
nections in  general,  doet  not  apply  to  the  par- 
tieolar  circnmstancee  of  onr  present  condition. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  manifest,  for  the  reasons 
I  have  post  sDggested,  that  this  injunction  ap- 
ptiea  with  increased  force,  to  the  state  in  which 
ve  now  are.  It  ia  true  that  General  Waahing- 
toD  mmtrata  hia  advice  by  reforenee  to  En- 
npean  politics,  bat  the  advice  itsdf  is  not  oon- 
fiud  to  oar  rdati<Hu  with  Europe.  In  its 
qnrit  and  ita  prinelptea,  it  is  univerEid  and  im- 
Batable,  acbnowleaging  no  distinction  of  time 
or  place.  In  the  comprehensive  words  nsed 
l>5  nim  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his  address, 
"'tis  our  true  polwy  to  steer  clear  of  per- 
Buoent  alliances  with  any  portion  of  the/oreign 
wrld."  The  parting  injonction  of  the  Father 
of  his  Country,  then,  can  neither  be  ecnttruti 
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nameaonei  sw$^.  It  stiU  oootinnes  to  ad- 
monish ns,  in  its  deep  and  impresdve  tones, 
against  the  fatal  policy  of  entangling  onrselvea 
by  "political  connections  with  foreignnations;" 
whether  yoong  or  old,  whether  au  this  or  th« 
other  side  of  t^e  Atiantic. 

Bnt,  Mr,  another  argmnent  nrged  in  favor  of 
ttuB  political  connection  with  Spanish  America 
is,  that  we  owe  it  to  the  eavte  of  lib^ttf.  Sir, 
in  my  opinion,  we  can  best  advance  the  cause 
of  liberty  by  the  inflnence  of  onr  example,  and 
by  presenting  to  the  world  the  spectade  of  a 
prosperooa  ixtd  h^i]^  penile,  Ueased  in  the  en- 
joyment of  free  msbtotiMU.  Let  xm, 
men,  for  the  sake  of  mankind,  as  vrtSl  as  our- 
selves, attend  to  onr  own  'ccmoems;  improve 
the  of  Frovidence^  wiHt  which  we  have 
been  crowned ;  perfeot  and  build  up  onr  politi- 
cal institntions,  by  every  means  of  amelioration 
which  time  and  experience  may  snpply,  that  they 
may  remain  to  onr  posterity,  and  stand  in  the 
^es  of  the  world,  at  once  a  monvmmt  and  a 
mcdol  <tf  AumoK  fretdom.  Let  as,  above  all 
things,  avoid  the  danger  of  being  drawn  Into 
nnneoessary  for^gn  wars,  which  have,  in  aU 
ages,  been  the  grave  of  republican  liberfy. 
We  do,^  indeed,  owe  a  stdemn  leaponsiUUty  to 
all  mankind,  in  this  and  ftiture  ages,  for 
fUe  of  the  experiment  of  free  Govemment, 
which  has  been  committed  to  oar  hands.  Th« 
Boccesa  of  this  experiment  doee^  in  my  opiidMi, 
mainly  depend  upon  our  keeping  clear  of  en- 
tangling connections  with  ouier  people,  who 
may  be  less  blessed  with  an  aptitude  and  oa- 

Sici^  for  freedom  than  ourselves,  and  whose 
terests  or  passions  might  involve  as  in  enter- 
prises foreign  to  our  sober  and  peaoeftal  pur^ 
suits.  Sir,  if  other  nations  are  destined  to  lose 
their  libertiet,  let  ui  acquit  ourselves  of  the 
high  tmst  whioh  Providence  has  devolved  uncm 
na,  and  endeavw  to  preserve  our  own;  Oiat 
one  beacon-light,  at  JmsC,  may  be  left  to  cheer 
tiie  dtfkneaa  <n  the  political  world,  and  to 
gnide  tboee  satltHU  who  may  have  lost  thdr 
liberties,  throngb  that  sea  of  revolution  npon 
which  they  must  embark  to  recover  them. 

Another  argument  urged  in  favor  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  more  intimate  relations  with 
the  Spanish  American  States  is,  that  by  doing 
so,  we  shall  secure  their  good  will,  which  la 
highly  important  to  as,  both  in  a  commercial 
aod  a  political  view.  What  success  is  likdy  to 
attend  this  experiment,  may  be  inferred  from 
that  which  has  followed  our  past  efforts,  of  a 
mrailar  natare.  I  have  alrea^  briefly  alluded 
to  the  variona  officea  of  kindnesi^  and  manifoa- 
tations  of  friendship,  which  we  nave  exhibited 
towards  these  people.  With  what  retam  hav* 
they  ever  met?  Let  any  gentleman  read  th* 
late  message  of  the  Prerident  of  Mexico  to  fait 
Congress,  and  then  let  his  fbetings  ot  mortlfled 
and  mdignant  pride  give  the  answer.  Sir,  we 
have  v^nly  imagii^  that,  by  the  acts  of  dis- 
interested friend^ip,  and  the  solid  and  usefol 
services  we  have  rendered  oar  Southern  neigh- 
bws,  we  had  w<ui  th^  gratitude  and  ooifr- 
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fldenoe ;  that  thej  looked  op  to  tib  as  their 
patron  and  gnide,  and  regarded  oa  with  filial 
rererenoe — to  use  the  language  of  a  gentleman 
frmn  KmUiokyyOSr,  Knoun,)  aa  the  Mother 
of  Bepnblioa.  But,  dr,  this  fond  deln^on  is 
^aripftted.  The  meaaage  of  the  Hexioan  Fresi- 
dmt  begins  with  oelebrating,  in  the  most  fal- 
Bome  strains,  the  power,  Uie  wisdom,  the 
noffnanimity  of  Great  Brit^n^  In  her  trausao- 
tions  with  the  Spanish  Amenoan  8t^«8,  and 
distinctljr  attribates  the  disoonoertion  of  the 
schemes  of  their  enemies  to  the  interpoeition 
of  the  Britiah  tridmt — which  trident  was 
never  interposed  in  any  other  wty  than  bj 
forming  commercial  rdatimts  with  tbon,  fin* 
Aer  Mm  hen^  and  even  this  was  not  done 
till  three  or  foor  rears  after  we  had  made  a 
ftnoal  and  e^leu  adknowledgment  of  tlidr 
Independence,  in  the  ftaoe  of  the  world.  Kr, 
«M  Mxej  heretofore,  sopposed  that  tw  had  some 
agency  m  disconcerting  the  schemes  of  their 
enemies,  bnt  the  Menoan  President  gives  the 
whole  credit  of  the  operation  to  Great  Britain. 
In  a  snbeeqnent  part  of  the  message,  the  United 
States  are  mtrodaoed,  with  a  ooldformatit7,  as 
"  the  oldat  of  the  independent  States,"  with 
aome  empty  compliments  npon  oar  revolntion- 
arjr  stnig^e,  and  oar  political  institations ;  and 
the  faot  is  admitted,  beoaoee  it  oonld  not  be 
divgoised,  that  we  were  the  first  to  acknowl- 
ed^  their  Ind^ndenoe.  Bnt  we  reoognixe  no 
trwwa  of  that  ardent  derotioiL  that  fervent 
gratitad&  that  affectionate  oonndenoe,  which 
we  have  been  tanght  to  believe  were  cherished 
in  all  Spanjdi  American  hearts  towi^  ns, 
and  of  which  there  are  soch  ample  and  gratai- 
tona  displays  towards  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  uie  same  nnweloome  discovery  breaks 
in  npon  ns  in  the  history  of  onr  attempt  to 
negotiate  a  oommercial  trea^  with  Kexioo. 
We  see  oor  Ulnister  earnestly  entreating  for 
equal  privileges  with  the  American  States  of 
^ianiui  or^n,  npon  the  groond  that  we  are  a 
membw  of  the  ffreat  Jmeriean  Jimily,  and 
that  we  have  rendered  Impcnlant  services  to 
the  eanse  of  Bpaniah  AmeiiDaa  independence. 
But,  the  claim  is  pertmaHoutlif  r^teted,  and 
the  jCaxioan  Governmeiit  insists  npcm  ret^ning 
the  power  of  granting  exdnuve  advantages  to 
the  other  Bpuiish  ionerican  Stidea,  expressly 
for  the  porpose  of  "  tnnemg  her  tympatkifi  in 
(Amt  faoor  "  and  to  our  detrimmtj  of  awrw, 
in  the  event  of  a  war  (which  she  ungracionsly 
anticipates)  between  tbem  and  the  United 
States.  If  we  torn  to  the  history  of  our  trans- 
actions with  the  Repablio  of  Colombia,  we 
shall  find  in  them,  too,  reason  to  apprehend 
that  we  have  been  deoeivad  in  rdation  to  the 
ft^ngs  of  that  porticm  of  the  SpooiBh  Ameri- 
can peoi^  towwda  ns.  Bi  fixing  tiie  hams  of 
our  oooimerdsl  interoonrse  with  that  repnblic, 
all  that  we  were  able  to  obtcun  from  her  was 
the  concession  of  eqnal  privileges  with  the 
MoaC  /awred  naUon.  In  a  treaty,  however, 
lately  negotiated  with  Great  Britain,  she  pats 
that  natiMi  on  the  fiMtdng  of  Asr  mhi  mwsm. 
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It  is  tme,  that,  by  the  eonttguttUial  operatioiii 
of  onr  treaty,  we  shall  now  be  Inverted  with 
the  same  pnvil^es  whtoh  have  been  aoomded 
to  Great  Britain.  Bnt  the  difibrenoe  in  the 
oriffinal  eharaeter  of  the  stipnlations  evinoM 
a  partiality,  to  which  onr  Govemmwt  cannot 
be,  and  has  not  bee*,  insensible.  Sir,  it  is  im- 
possible to  look  into  the  records  of  onr  diplo- 
matio  oonminnications  with  the  States  of  Span- 
iah  America,  and  not  perceive  that  their  ndnds 
have  too  readily  imbibed  the  poison  of  suspi- 
cion, in  relation  to  the  singleness  and  dialoter- 
eetedneBB  of  the  views  by  which  we  have  been 
actuated  in  oor  condaot  towards  them.  The 
docnmente  in  onr  possearion  show,  that  a 
IVmoh  Mnisaary  at  Bogota,  hi  1823,  lab<R«d 
to  make  the  inpresrimi,  th^  "the  United 
States  were  inflnenoed  by  mtsrastsi  moUea,  in 
reoc^iring  the  new  Govemmenta  of  Spanish  j 
America."  This  innnnation,  however  i^nri- 
OQS  and  nnfonnded,  had  its  effect,  and  its  influ- 
ence ia  disoemiUe  in  all  onr  anbeeqnent  ht- 
teroonrse. 

The  result  of  onr  past  efforts,  therefore,  to 
conciliate  the  good  will  and  affection  of  these 
new  States,  affords  but  little  groond  to  hope 
for  snccesa  in  the  experiment  now  proposed. 
Sir,  tor  myself^  I  do  not  believe  there  ev»  can 
be  any  eordiid  J^aUnity  between  na  and 
them.  The  Afi^eooe  of  orla^  of  blood,  of 
phydcal  and  mwal  constitatKHi,  of  langnage^ 
<A  manners  and  onstoma,  of  reli^im,  as  they 
preclude  all  oong^iality  <^  feelings  mnst  op- 
poae  insuperable  impedimenta  to  any  intimate  i 
political  union.  From  the  external  circum- 
stanoes,  too,  in  which  we  are  placed,  there  must 
arise  between  us.  and,  indeed,  there  have  already 
arisen — as  in  the  case  of  Cuba — serious  col- 
lisions of  interest  or  of  ambition.  It  may  be 
said,  with  as  mnch  Jostice  as  the  r«nai^ 
has  been  wplied  to  EoKland  and  France,  that 
Mexico  and  the  United  States,  from  their  rda- 
tive  sitnatlon,  and  the  position  they  ooeapy  on 
the  Gulf  of  Meztoo,  are  natural  enemim. 

The  qnestion  then  ia,  whethor  these  dements 
of  discrepancy  can  be  mitigated  or  harmmized 
by  an^  system  of  political  connection  t  I  thick 
not,  sir.  All  history  proves  that  confederacies 
have  been  the  fruitful  matrix  tii  internal  dis- 
aenedons  and  domestic  fbuda.  How  wae  it,  air, 
with  the  Amphictyonio  I<eagae  of  ancient 
Greece  ?  The  jealouEnea  eziating  between  the 
members  of  the  League,  particularly  Athens 
and  Sparta,  its  leading  members  (which  jeal- 
ousles,  too,  grew  out  of  the  relations  to  one 
another  crei^ed  by  the  Leagne  itselQ  involved 
them  in  perpetual  controveraiea,  and  finoUy  lead 
to  the  reloponnedan  war,  which  tmminated 
in  ita  dissdntion.  Ifodam  Europe  affords  at 
an  equally  instructive  lesatm.  Tab  histwy  of 
the  Gwinanio  body,  Ibr  oentorlea^  Is  nothing 
but  a  history  of  tiie  bloody  and  cruel  wars 
among  the  princes  and  Stat^  which  composed 
it.  Tab  scneme  of  a  great  Amerieaii  Go%- 
fedtrracy^  therefore,  instead  of  affording  a 
remedy  for  the  evils  which  already  exiit, 
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Todd  Int  serve  to  a^p«Tate  theoi.  It  vonld 
belf  be  the  parent  of  Dew  dissendoiu,  which, 
oftenriie,  would  have  no  existence.   In  what 
hli  occurred,  already,  the  ^«rnu  of  these  dis- 
matm  are  plunly  distiiignishsble.    We  claim 
to  be  the  head  ^  tha  Americm  potoen.  In 
the  besa-ideal  of  this  new  planetaiy  BjBteni, 
sketched  by  Hr.  Clay,  in  1820,  we  were,  in- 
deed, to  be,  not  the  orb  of  first  nugnitnde 
nody,  hat  the  euUrty  aroond  which  all  the 
other  orbs  were  to  TeTolve.   At  one  period, 
oar  daim  to  ^ispre-eminence  seemed  to  be 
acknowledged.   When  the  project  of  (A«  great 
Aaieriean  Congreti  was  first  communicated  to 
this  GoTcnunent,  it  was  intimated  that  the 
roitod  Statea  were  to  be  invited  to  preaide. 
Bat  we  hear  sotiiiiig     this  now.   We  are 
only  invited  as  one  among  others.    In  the 
mean  time,  Colombia  takes  the  iead,  and  onr 
jealonsy  is  excited  in  tarn,  as  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Adams  to  Idr.  Forbes  very  plunly  indtcates. 
Here,  then,  we  see  the  germ  of  these  Jealonsies 
which  wonid  inevitably  distract  and  embroil 
the  gnat  Amerieon  Got^federaey^  as  they  have 
everr  other  Confederacy  which  has  gone  before 
it.  The  United  States  and  ColomUa  will  he 
the  AOtiH  sod  the  JS^tarta  of  this  Modem  ^m- 
fiieljfMie  iMffM,  aim  thor  rivalry  would  lead 
to  a  FelopMinerian  war,  fkr  more  desolating 
and  treraendons  than  that  of  whioh  Greoian 
annals  afford  ns  the  accoont. 

Mr.  BcoKHKB  next  rose  and  addreased  the 
committee  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  amendment  proposed 
hj  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  Mo- 
Lin,)  and  that  hy  the  gentleman  from  Yir^ 

S'oia,  (Mr.  KivES,)  are  nothing  less  than  con- 
Uono,  or  restrictions,  attempted  to  be  imposed 
opon  tiie  coDstitationsl  power  of  the  Fresidrat. 
Inat  the  latter  gentlemau  so  noderstands  them 
is  evideo^  u»  iUnatratimi  of  his  ai^nment 
which  he  gav&  in  ^teaking  oi  the  right,  whioh 
he  who  baa  the  power  of  granting  possesses, 
of  annexing  whatever  conditions  he  may  think 
proper  to  hts  grant.  If  the  gentleman  had  re- 
flected a  moment,  it  appears  to  me  that  his 
dear  and  discriminating  mind  coold  not  have 
fuled  to  olMerve  the  utter  inaptitude  of  the 
eofflparison.  There  is  not  the  lightest  anal<^ 
between  the  conditions  on  which  a  grant  by 
deed  is  made,  and  an  appropriation  by  Coo- 
greas.  He  who  grants  tiiat  to  which  he  has 
an  unqualified  title,  is  certainly  at  liberty  to 
^spose  of  it  as  he  pleases,  and  upon  whatever 
tsnos  he  may  thinlc  jvoper.  Bnt  has  GoDgress 
the  ri^t  to  grant  the  money  of  the  people  to 
any  one,  and  npon  whatever  terms  we  may 
cbooee? 

His  the  gentleman  forgotten  that  the  word 
pant,  in  a  deed,  has  a  teclmical  rigoifioatioo, 
rerj  different  from  that  in  which  we  use  it 
when  we  speak  of  a  grant  of  money  t  When 
ve  sppropriate  m'oney  to  pay  the  salaries  of 
the  different  officers  of  Government,  have  we 
a  right  to  impose  oimditions  I  Whoi  we  ap- 
jninate  moaaj  to  poj  tin  idaiy  of  the  Presi- 


dent, can  we  say  we  do  it  on  condition  that  he 
will  pursue  a  certain  coarse  cS  policy  pointed 
ont?  Can  we,  in  like  manner,  inake  provl^on 
for  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Snpreme 
Conrt,  but  do  it  npon  the  condition  that  they 
will  decide  some  given  case  consistently  with 
onr  opinions  of  the  principles  upon  which  the 
decision  shonid  be  founded  ?  The  Senate,  in 
the  confirmation  of  a  treaty,  mnst  i>e  consulted ; 
the  concurrence  of  a  certain  portion  of  its 
members  is  essential  If  the  President  has  a 
right  to  demand  our  advioe,  so  has  the  Senate. 
It  moat  rest  on  the  same  grounds.  In  what  a 
ridiculous  attitude  would  tliey  present  them- 
selves before  us,  to  ask  onr  advioe  with  respect 
to  the  course  tb^  should  pursue  on  such  an' 
occadon. 

It  is  unwiae  that  we  should,  by  an  interfer- 
ence in  the  form  of  advice,  diminish  that  re- 
sponsibility which  the  constitution  has  placed 
on  the  Executive,  and  the  Senate,  his  advisers. 
I  am  not  willing,  sir,  to  interpose  my  little 
finger  between  the  President  and  Senate,  and 
that  censure  from  the  people,  which  inevitably 
awaits  them,  if^  hj  oareleMiesB— by  a  want  ta 
political  foresight — or  tnm.  any  other  cause 
growing  oat  m  this  mission — ^they  involve ' 
us  in  an  nnneoessary  and  minom  war.  If, 
however,  It  eventnatea  differently — (aa  I  most 
earnestly  hope,  and  oiMifidently  believe,  it  wilQ 
— if,  thereby,  onr  commercial  prospects  are 
brightened — tiie  best  interests  of  the  nation  con- 
sulted— the  cause  of  hnmantly  and  of  liberty  ad- 
vanced— I  am  not  so  nnjnst  as  to  wish  to  break 
a  twig,  or  to  plnck  even  a  leaf  from  the  civio 
wreath  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
will  prepu-e,  with  which  to  entwine  their 
brows. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  be  proper  for  us  to  ex- 
press our  opinitms,  not  only  on  the  general  ex- 
pediency ci  thia  mission,  but  to  point  out  with 
mecinon,  and  in  detail,  the  point  to  whioh  thla 
Government  may  safely  go,  and  the  pt^t  be- 
yond which  it  would  be  minous  to  ventore, 
have  we  not  a  ri^t  to  demand  all  the  infonno- 
tion  upon  which  the  President  himself  hag 
acted  ?  We  cannot  be  reasonably  called  upon 
to  take  a  leap  in  the  dark.  What  are  the 
terms  of  the  resolntion,  in  obedience  to  whioh 
the  Execntive  made  his  communication  to  thia 
Honse  t  He  was  called  upon  by  that  resolu- 
tion to  lay  before  this  House  so  maoh  of  the 
correspondence  between  tiie  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  new  States  of  Amer- 
ica, or  their  Ministers,  respecting  the  proposed 
Congress,  or  meeting  of  Diplomatic  Agents  at 
Panama,  and  such  information  respecting  the 
general  character  of  that  expected  Congress,  as 
might  be  in  his  possession,  and  might,  in  hia 
opmion,  be  communicated  without  pr^udiee 
to  the  public  interest ;  and  also,  to  inform  ns, 
as  far  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  pnblio  interest 
might  allow,  in  regard  to  what  objeAs  the 
agents  of  the  United  Statea  were  expected  to 
take  port  in  the  deliberations  <rf  that  Congress, 
We  may  then  have  a  whole^  or  n  part  only,  of  the 
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testimooj  before  hb.  It  is  very  probable  that, 
In  this  case,  we  have  all ;  but  I  speak  on  prin- 
fdples  alike  applicable  to  every  case  of  this  de- 
BoriptioD.  Sir,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  discretion 
withuB.  Wearenotaathorizedtotakeuponoor- 
srives  a  responsibility  which  onr  constitatioa- 
al  dnty  has  not  devolved  on  tis.  The  Eieoative 
ia  not  boond — and,  in  some  cases,  woold  act  moat 
nnwisely,  whibt  nego^tin^  a  treaty,  to  lay 
■11  the  imbnuation  which  might  be  in  his  pos- 
■M^n  upon  the  subject,  evm  before  the 
Senators,  who  are  bis  oonstitaUooal  advisers. 
We  are  told,  that  this  is  an  unprecedented 
measare,  and  that  in  saoh  view  this  House  may 
be  jnstified  in  pursuing,  in  relation  to  it,  an 
nnprecedented  course.  There  is  an  obvious 
distinction  between  a  course  simply  unpreoe- 
dented,  and  one  which  is  justly  subject  to  that 
charge,  and  is,  moreover,  unconstitutional. 
G«iuemen  do  not,  and  cannot,  point  out  a  sin- 
example,  in  the  whole  history  of  onr  diplo- 
matio  proceedings,  in  which  such  an  interfer- 
ence oa  the  part  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tivee,  has  been  attempted.  But  it  is  not  tros, 
that  the  proposed  mudm  will  be  an  acknowl- 
edged departure  from  the  settled  pt^oy  ot  this 
•  Government.  If  it  were  true,  as  asserted, 
that  we  are  abont  to  enter  into  an  alliance, 
offwsive  and  defenrive,  to  link  onr  destinies 
with  those  of  any  other  Government,  then, 
indeed,  it  would  be  an  acknowledged  departure 
—then,  indeed,  would  there  be  ground  for  ap- 
prehension;  but,  as  the  subject  is  now  pre- 
sented to  us,  tiie  supposed  cause  of  alarm  is  as 
airy  as  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision.  It 
seems  to  have  originated  in  a  most  un<^aritable 
and  unfounded  sospioion  of  the  ^oerity  and 
integrity  of  the  Exeontire.  Oan  it  roascuiaUT 
be  BQpposed,  that  the  Admimstration  wiU 
knowitwly  pursue  a  ooorae  alike  minoos  to  it* 
■elf  uHlto  the  eoontry  1  As  wdl  might  we  ex- 
pect to  see  one  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  in- 
tdleotoal  fiumlties — ^before  whom  was  placed 
for  his  choice,  health  and  hmpiness  on  one 
hand — death  on  the  other — ^madly  rushing  upon 
the  instrument  of  bis  own  destruction. 

Let  us  now,  Mr.  Chunnan,  consider  the 
nature  of  the  invitation  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Republics  of  Colombia,  Hezieo, 
and  Central  America,  to  be  represented  by  onr 
diplomatic  agents  at  the  Congress  at  Panama ; 
toe  danger,  if  any,  to  be  iqiprehoided  by  an 
aooeptanee ;  axuL  ol^eets  worthy  the  atten- 
tiim  of  this  Government,  which  the  occasion 
may  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  securing.  It 
was  urged  by  my  colleague,  tbat  we  have  re- 
ceived invitations  from  three  only  of  the  Boatb> 
American  nations,  whose  Ministers  oompQse 
that  Oongreas,  What  inference  he  dengned  to 
draw  from  it,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture,  un- 
less he  would  consider  onr  attendance  there  as 
an  intrusion  npon  those  who  have  not  joined  in 
the  invitation.  They  have  all  been  long  since 
informed  of  the  intention  of  the  Executive, 
that  this  Government  would  be  represented  at 
the  Oongreas,  if  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
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should  give  their  sanction.  Hod  any  one  of 
these  Republics  felt  any  dissatisfaction  at  the 
invitation  given  to  ns,  and  conditionally  ac- 
cepted, it  is  reasonable  to  presume  they  would 
have  informed  ns  of  it  Bot  this  olgection  of 
my  colleague  directiy  conflicts  witii  we  gronnd 
which  he  immediately  thereafter  takes,  in 
which  he  attributes  the  inTUati<»is,  and  the 
derire  of  those  Republics  that  we  shtmld  aco^ 
tiiem,  to  entirely  selfish,  interested  motives. 

The  ol^ection,  sir,  spears  to  me  to  have  bat 
very  little  weight  Should  they  even  refuse  to 
treat  or  confer  with  ns,  we  dull  occupy  ground 
less  ^aadvantageous  than  we  should  have  done 
by  an  uncivil  mi.  unfriendly  r^ection  of  their 
very  kind  and  reepeotfol  invitations.  In  speak- 
ing of  the  risk  which  we  are  to  enconnter,  by 
an  attendance  at  that  Congress,  of  being  drawn 
into  the  vortex  of  ruinous  entangling  alliances, 
gentlemrai  appear  to  exert  their  powers  of 
ingenuity,  not  of  ai^^ent,  but  of  sni^Hwition, 
to  Aow  the  unlimited  extent  of  the  powen  of 
the  annts  who  compose  it  If  m?  ^iew  of 
the  subieot  be  correct,  the  extent  of  the  powers 
witii  which  they  may  be  invested,  presents  no 
objects  of  terror  to  as.  So  far  from  it  I  shall 
insist  that,  the  greater  it  may  be,  the  better 
for  us;  at  least,  so  far  as  to  eiunre  to  as  an 
opportunity  of  conferring  and  agreeing  npon 
such  principles  of  intOTuational  law,  with 
ministers  of  competent  authority,  and  a4jnatiog 
by  treaty  or  othwwise,  such  matters  as  may 
be  deemed  of  importance  to  the  security  or 
pro^rity  of  this  nation ;  and  that,  in  no  point 
of  view,  oan  we  be  injuied  by  it,  however  un- 
limited. But  it  is  reaUy  somewhat  amnnng  to 
observe  how  far  some  gentiemen  have  per- 
ndtted  the  most  nnhildlea  Cuicy  to  coojnre  up 
a  thoosand  chimerical  dangers,  ariung  from 
powers  eqnaBy  chimerical.  My  colleague,  in 
particular,  seems  to  have  suffered  under  the 
terrors  of  this  ^non.  He  Savored  us  with  a 
comparison  of  the  powers  of  this  Otmgress,  and 
the  nature  of  the  alliance  between  the  South 
American  Republics  and  the  powers  of  our 
former  Congress,  and  the  alliance  of  the  States 
under  the  Artides  of  our  former  Confederation. 
He  discovered,  in  some  respects,  a  most  strik- 
ing fnmUitnde ;  yet  be  snrdy  would  not  deny 
that,  in  many  most  important  pcdnts,  no  two 
bodies  of  men  coold,  in  th^  powers^  be  mom 
^ssimilar. 

I  aaid,  ISr.  Chairman,  that  howerer  nnltmited 
the  powers  of  tiie  ICnisters  who  cfunpose  that 
Congress  nug^t  be,  they  presented  no  cause  ui 
terror  to  as.  From  whom  do  they  derive  their 
antiiority?  From  their  respective  Govem- 
ments.  Have  those  Governments  any,  the 
slightest  control  over  ns,  by  contract  or  other- 
wise t  Have  we  bound  ourselves  by  treaty  I 
Have  we  formed  any  alliance  whatever  with 
them  ?  Should  Mr.  Salazar,  and  Mr.  Obr^n, 
and  Mr.  Canaz,  present  theinselves  brfore  this 
GK}vemment  with  authority  on  p^ier,  as  un- 
limited as  Heaven^s  expanse^  wid  tell  ns  that 
th^osnnto  propose  to  «  an  abolition  of  ttui 
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GoTernment ;  or  to  treat  for  a  pnrcbose  of  tlie 
Cnited  States;  would  any  man  be  alarmed? 
"  ShaU  I  be  frightened  when  a  madman  stares  ?" 
It  has  been  »aid  that  thejr  have  a  risht  to  in- 
terpret treaties.  That  power,  like  all  uie  others 
wliich  they  possees,  is  conferred  on  them  hj 
their  respective  Governments,  and  would  no 
more  affect  as,  than  we  coald  injare  them  hj 
paanng  a  retolatioa  that  oertiun  commlmoners 
named,  ihonld  detmriDiae  all  controverted  points 
«Mu  oat  of  any  treaticB  between  them  and 
onndrci. 

Mr.  Gh^nnan,  it  liaa  been  inaiated  bv  the 
goitleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bivu,)  uiat  if 
we  send  Ministers,  we  are  committed  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Congress^  con- 
cerning an  alUanoe;  and,  to  support  him  in 
this,  he  adverts  to  the  terms  of  uie  invitation 
on  Uie  part  of  the  Ministers  in  behalf  of  their 
respective  Goventmenta,  and  of  the  acceptance 
by  Mr.  Claj.  Were  it  tnie  that  we  ihoald  be 
bonnd  to  take  part  in  those  discoasions,  can  the 
gentleman  perceive  sttch  a  discussion  to  be 
fraught  with  any  ruinous  or  deleteriona  oonse- 
tlDeiwes  I  To  a  certain  extent,  I  hope  they  will 
take  part  in  the  disenadon.  It  wSl  be  ont  a 
proper  remoose  to  that  ptditMiess  ai^  good 
nelmg  which  dietoted  the  invitations;  that 
our  lunlBtera  ahonld  meet  them,  and  by  every 
argummt  that  may  be  soggested,  in  the  most 
conciliatory  manner,  «atisfy  them  of  the  impro- 
]>nety  o(  binding  otvselves  by  treaty  upon  the 
■object.  Let  them  be  aasured,  again  and  again, 
if  necesBary,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
feci  no  diminution  of  that  deep  Bolicitnde  for 
their  prosperity,  and  the  preservation  of  their 
independence  unimpaired,  which  they  have 
manifested  on  all  suitable  occasions.  Let  us 
advise  them,  when  advice  may  be  asked ;  but 
enter  into  no  such  alliuioe  aauiat  spoken  <^  by 
the  gentleman,  of  uniting  onr  and  tholr  desti- 
nies, hf  a  leagiw,  oAniive  and  defSendve.  An 
idea  of  sndi  an  allianoe  has  itomt  entered  the 
head  of  any  one  of  the  advocates  of  the  pro- 
posed misuon.  But  I  will  torn  to  the  proof 
relied  on,  and,  from  that,  show  that  those  Gov- 
emments  have  no  right  to  hope  for  such  an  al- 
liance; nay,  that  they  do  not  even  solicit  it 
of  us. 

Mr.  Salazar  to  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  communica- 
tion of  the  Sd  of  November,  1636,  says :  "  Of 
the  points  which  will  be  under  discussion  by 
tbe  Assembly  of  Panama,  the  undersigned  is 
uiaUe  to  give  a  minute  enumeration,  as  they 
will,  evidently,  arise  out  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  Congress.  He  is,  however,  authorized  by 
Us  Government  to  a»nre  the  United  States, 
thst  these  points  have  no  tendency  to  violate 
tbeirprofesMdprindpIeat^nentrality.^*  Again: 

It  belongs  to  each  of  the  concurring  puties 
to  |Mropoae  their  views ;  bat  the  voice  of  the 
United  States  will  be  heard  with  the  respect 
ud  deference  which  Its  early  labors  in  a  work 
of  such  importance  wilt  merit"  And  again,  in 
language  still  teaa  capaUe  of  misconstruction : 
''AeMMUier  ha  whfeh  all  edoniartton  irf  £it- 


ropean  powers  on  the  American  continent  shaO 
be  resisted,  and  their  interference  in  the  pres- 
ent contest  between  Spain  and  her  former 
colonies  prevented,  are  other  points  of  great 
interest.  Were  it  proper,  [mark  the  language  t1 
an  eventual  alliance  in  case  thrae  events  should 
occur,  which  is  within  the  range  of  poesibilitiea, 
and  the  treaty,  of  which  no  use  could  be  made, 
until  the  eanu  /itderit  should  happen,  to  re- 
main secret ;  or,  if  this  should  seem  premature, 
a  convention  so  anticipated  would  be  different 
meana  to  secure  the  same  end." 

Mr.  Obregon  says,  that,  "  one  of  the  sul^eots 
which  will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Coiu;res% 
will  be  the  resistance,  or  op^oration,  to  the  in- 
terference of  any  neutral  nation  in  the  qaestion 
and  war  of  independence  between  the  new 
powers  of  the  continent  and  Spain.^'  But  in 
no  part  of  his  official  communication  does  he 
Kp&ik  of  an  expected  alliance  between  tliem 
and  the  United  States. 

In  refusing,  therefore,  for  the  prraent,  to 
bind  this  Government  on  the  subject,  those 
Republics  will  have  no  cause  of  complaint 
against  as.  That  sudi  a  coalition,  made  pnblie 
in  Europe,  would  be  calenlated  to  idd  them  in 
the  miJntenanoe  of  their  independence,  is  a 
woporition  not  altogether  devoid  of  doubt. 
How  far  we,  tbe  people  of  the  United  States, 
might  in  consentuig  to  it,  incur  the  censure  or 
hatred  of  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe,  it 
would  be  as  unworthy  of  ns.  as  It  would  be 
derc^tory  to  the  character  of  our  forefathers, 
to  inqnire. 

Tbe  objection  to  such  a  course  is,  that  it 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  policy  which 
Washington  recommended,  and  to  which  we 
have  stnctly  adhered,  from  the  very  commence- 
ment of  tiie  Government — enjoying  peace, 
with  a  diort  Interval,  and  unexampled  proeper» 
ity,  whilst  Europe  has  groaned  nnder  the  affllo- 
tion  of  the  most  desolating  wars.  Yet,  if  tlie 
powers  of  Europe  should  attempt  to  aid  Spain 
in  the  resubjngation  of  Bovah  America  or 
Mexico,  or  to  colonize  any  part  of  either,  it 
would  be  difBcnlt  to  aati^  me  that  it  would 
not  be  a  dnty  we  owe  to  ourselves,  upon  the 
performance  of  which  might  depend  the  qui- 
etude, if  not  the  safety  of  the  United  States,  to 
take  part  in  the  cont^  in  aid  of  these  Bepnb- 
lies.  In  such  a  struggle,  we  could  not,  if  we 
desired,  reniun  neutral.  We  should  be  forced, 
if  we  did  not  voluntarily  enter,  into  the  vortex ; 
and  God  forbid  that  we  should  ever  raise  our 
arms  but  in  defence  of  justice  and  of  liberty. 

Although,  in  the  language  of  the  present 
Executive,  as  quoted  by  my  colleague,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  do  not  go  abroad 
in  seardi  of  monsters  to  destroy ;  yet,  if  mon- 
sters declare  a  war  of  extermination  against 
freedom,  throughout  the  world,  and  stiould 
attempt  to  enforce  tiieir  most  abominable  doc- 
trines, in  onr  very  neighborhood,  upon  our 
sister  Bepublica;  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to 
see  the  United  States  stand  and  supinely  look 
on  as  idle  gazers,  as  if  not  ocnsdons  that  they 
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most,  in  their  tarn,  h9  called  upon  to  offer 
their  liberty  and  independence  as  a  saorifioe  to 
those  monsters.  These,  however,  are  bat  nijr 
opinioDB,  which,  aa  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatiyes,  will  never  be  obtruded  on  the 
Kzecntire  and  Senate  as  the  basis  of  tmj  ne- 
gotiaUon.  Let  thoae  judge  whom  the  constita- 
tioQ  calls  on  to  |Qdge.  In  speaking  of  the  cele- 
brated declaration  of  Kr.  Monroe,  in  bis  mes- 
aa^  to  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware (Mr.  MoLane)  Bars,  "  we  ought  to  have 
acted  OB  it  In  1828 ;  that  it  oo^t  not  to  be 
penidtted  to  stand,  nnlaH  we  intend  to  com- 
ply." What  vas  uat  declaration?  Let  any 
one  read  it,  and  say  of  what  be  dis^>proTeB. 
It  contains  a  pledge,  we  are  tM.  To  whom  9 
Kot  to  the  Governments  of  Sontb  America : 
they  do  not  onderstand  it  in  that  way.  Mr. 
Salazar,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Clay,  speucs  of  it 
as  a  bare  declaration,  or  protest.  It  is  very 
generally  admitted,  that  salntary  consequences 
have  resulted  from  it ;  and  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  retract.  The  declaration,  in  my  ham- 
ble  opinion,  was  dictated  with  great  poUtioal 
foresight,  and  accorded  with  the  feeungs  of 
tlie  wnole  nation. 

Had  we  acted  upon  tt  in  1828,  waa  there  a 
ganUenun  on  thia  floor  who,  if  he  had  oon- 
ndered  it  as  lus  duty  to  speak  at  all  on  the 
talject,  woold  have  sud  least  Is  there  one 
who  would  now  say  least  If  ^ere  is,  he 
wonld  not  speak  the  langaage  of  this  nation. 
Nothing  ever  was  better  Baio,  or  more  ^>pro- 
priately  timed ;  and  yet,  we  are  oatitionea  to 
consider  welL  whether  we  should  be  prepared 
to  act  accordingly,  when  the  occasion  is  pre- 
sented. Sir,. we  cannot,  at  this  time,  if  we 
woald,  withdraw  this  declaration,  without 
BubjecUng  ourselves  to  the  charge  of  the  most 
manifest  li^Justioe,  and  unfeeling  cmelty  to 
those  whom  we  call  JHendt.  Bistter,  by  far, 
tiiat  we  had  never  optuied  our  lips  on  the  sub- 
Jeot,  than  nom  to  recant  It  would  be  no  vety 
indireot  invlt^on  to  the  powers  of  Europe, 
who  may  have  formed  a  coalition  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  attempt  the  execution  of  their  nefari' 
ous  project  of  the  universal  prostration  ot  the 
principles  of  true  liberty.  It  would  add  (me 
other  memorable  example  to  the  many,  which 
the  history  of  the  world  has  fumishra,  that 
those  who  are  the  most  clamorous  in  their  pro- 
testations of  friendship,  are  not  the  most  to  be 
relied  on.  Kot  that  I  insinuate  that  we  labor 
under  any  obligation  to  any  of  the  Bouth 
American  Govemmenta,  to  comply  with  the 
declaration  at  any  time.  Of  that  we  will  do- 
temdne,  when  it  te  meet  to  determine:  thia 
only  I  say^  that  all  the  obligations  of  honor,  of 
fliendship,  of  justice,  demand  that  we  should 
not  now  retract  it.  Ko  principle  of  policy,  no 
rule,  of  even  the  most  timid  caution,  can  Justify 
•ach  a  disavowal,  when  it  is  not  necessary  to 
act  upon  it.  Are  wo  freemen,  and  shall  we  fear 
to  speak  our  sentiments  f  No,  sir ;  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  of  justice — for  the  honor  of  my 
oountry,  I  hope  we  shall  not  take  back  one  word. 


Let  me  add  a  wwd  or  two  m  the  mUect  of 
the  condition  of  the  islanda  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  my  coUeagne, 
and  I  shall  occupy  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee no  longer.  The  invai^on  of  those  ifJand) 
by  the  United  States  of  Mezi<x>  and  Colombia, 
we  are  informed,  is  avowedly  among  the  ob- 
jects to  be  matured  by  the  helli^rent  States  at 
Panama.  Should  the  project  of  mva^on  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  it  requires  no  great  fbreagbt 
to  discover  that  the  most  alarming  and  calami- 
tous oonaequenoea  might  result  from  it  to  tbe  ' 
United  States.  Thmr  importanoe  to  us,  in  a 
oommereial  point  of  view,  ia  obvioDs.  Tlw 
diaraoter  of  a  large  portion  of  thdr  popnlatkm; 
ti)«r  oont^gni^  to  our  diorea;  the  infloeooe  ! 
on  a  certain  portion  of  the  popuIati<m  tS  tbe 
United  States,  which  the  tra^  scenea,  tbe 

Srohable  result  of  such  an  invauon  might  pro- 
nce,  are  considerations  of  a  most  momentum 
nature.    The  probability,  moreover,  arising 
out  of  such  an  invasion,  that  they  might  £iU  i 
into  the  hands  of  some  European  power,  wboM  j 
policy  it  might  be  to  embarrass,  as  much  aa 
possible,  our  commerce,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  | 
matter  which,  connected  with  the  other  aspect 
of  it,  oloees  the  door  against  all  poauble  doubt 
of  the  propriefy  of  our  being  ably  rcn>reeeDted 
at  the  OfH^sresB,  and  (rf*  endeavoring,  if  poenble,  , 
to  avert  a  catastrophe  as  terrible  as  it  is  cer- 
tain,  unless  prevented  by  our  timely  exertion*. 
Mr.  Cludrman,  if  the  I^^dent  of  the  United 
States  had  omitted  to  use  his  best  exertiinu  to 
prevent  such  evils^  he  wmdd  hare  deamed 
the  execrations  of  hia  oonntrymen,  as  worn 
than  a  traitor. 

Hfon-Alienation  of  C^ida  te  any  ^rypMa 

Before  the  committee  rose,  Mr.  Mi^xiXT 
read  the  following  resolutions,  which  be  in- 
tendod  to  offer,  should  the  present  amendment 
not  prevail : 

Seaolved,  As  the  sense  of  thia  Hoose,  that  th«  ' 
United  States  could  not  see,  with  indifference,  dte 
traaaTer  of  tbe  lalaod  of  Cuba  from  Spain  to  aoj 
other  European  power. 

lUtalMd,  That  this  House  approves  tbe  conna 
adopted  by  the  Premdeat,  as  manifested  by  the  ofi- 
cial  correspondeDoe  laid  before  tbe  House,  in  en- 
deavoring  to  dissuade  tbe  GoTemmentsof  C<doinbb 
and  Mexico  from  any  attempt  to  eonqutf  or  take 
posaessioD  of  said  isluid. 

Retolmd,  As  tbe  sense  of  this  Hooie,  that,  ^ 
though  the  time  baa  p&med,  when  there  existeduij 
probability  of  a  combination  among  th«  other 
powers  of  Europe  to  co-operate  with  Spain  b  at- 
tempts to  conquer  ber  former  American  coloiuej, 
now  Independent  States ;  yet,  in  the  jndgmi^nt  of 
thi»  House,  tbe  deolaration  of  the  late  Prudent  of 
the  United  Sutes,  In  relation  to  that  sutgect,  in  bii 
Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  to  Decetnbw. 
1623,  waa  wlae,  seastmable,  and  patriotic;  that  it 
reserved  to  this  Oovemment  an  oneontroUed  po*er 
of  deciding  or  acting,  in  any  criaia,  aa  our  iatciest 
and  poUc7  might  require ;  uat  it  had  a  tendeoc*, 
in  coocunenoe  with  other  causes,  to  prevwt  suck 
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NiabiuUon  u  abOTe  aientioned ;  «nd  that  th«  wn- 
luBCBlt  of  that  deebration,  if  dreuuUneefl  ihould, 
benifter,  nnhw^ilj  uid  nnexpeetedlj  ariw,  to 
BaJw  them  agut  apfilieable,  woold  be  etrictlr  con- 
tonuUe  to  the  dn^  and  true  poUey  of  the  united 
Stues. 

The  committee  Vbm  roe^  and  tibe  Boom 
i^joiimed. 

SxTuxDAT,  April  7. 
MfmaehvMetU  2Rlitia  Claim. 
The  House  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Buchasah  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
**  allowing  compensation  to  the  State  of  Hassa- 
ehiuetti,  for  muiUa  serricee,  performed  during 
tbelartwar." 

Hr.  Dwsray  rose  and  ;  The  claim  re- 
mits, dr.  tnan,  the  reciprocal  rights  and  dntiea 
MHMeded  to  tlie  Btatea,  and  gnaranteed  by  the 
General  Government,  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
&m  of  the  omstitution. 

Bj  that  ocnnpact,  in  her  character  of  a  sorer- 
dgn  and  independent  State,  MuHsachaeetts  snr- 
rendered  to  yon  the  pnrse  and  the  sword ;  the 
fiscal  and  Uie  phydoal  energies  of  her  dominion, 
to  be  used  by  yon  for  the  porpoees  of  the  gene- 
ral welfare. 

Aware  of  the  importance  of  these  powers, 
and  of  the  incompetency  of  the  States  to  pro- 
tect thems^Tes,  mien  yon  should  have  drawn 
out  tiieir  rereniHa  derired  from  ttie  onstoma, 
yoa  gnannteed  to  them,  by  the  fonrtb  sectifHi 
of  the  fourth  article  of  the  CMutttulimif  "  pro- 
tection," not  only  against  ftnreign  "  invasion, " 
hat  agidnst  "domeatio  violence."  From  do- 
mestic violence,  God  forbid  that  she  ehoold 
ever  have  oocacdon  to  ask  yoor  protection. 
The  character  of  her  citizens  forbios  snoh  an 
^>pfdiaision.  Bnt  from  invanon  ahe  has 
l«ea,  and  may  again  be,  compelled  to  ask  pro- 
tection  from  those  to  whom  ahe  baa  snrrender- 
ed  the  means  by  which  she  woold  otherwise 
hare  protected  herselt 

The  ^inciples  of  the  social  compact  of  Qov- 
cnmioit  itsd^  wonld  jostify  the  claim,  inde- 
pideiit  of  the  ^edal  oblk;atioDa  which  the 
Dnited  States  have  assnmed  as  an  equivalent 
<br  theprivikgeB  granted  1^  the  States.  Under 
what  QovemmeDt  of  tiw  earth,  he  wonld  adc, 
would  the  ezpenditore  neoesaarily  incurred  by 
the  defence  m  an  integral  portion  of  the  empire, 
be  thrown  ezdnnvely  upon  the  dtizens  of  tiiat 
partieolar  territory  t  Where,  bnt  under  colo- 
aisl  vaanlage,  could  such  a  doctrine  maintain  ? 
£nn  there,  the  colony  would  have  an  ezemp- 
tioo,  which  a  State  has  noL  from  the  burthens 
ioodoit  to  tin  deftnee  <tf  the  General  Govem- 
meot 

How  much  more  strongly,  do  snch  ohli- 
ptiooa  test  upon  the  Government  <sS  the  United 
Ksta%  the  Amdamcoital  law  of  the  country 
—the  eonstitntion  under  which  we  live. 

Indepeodaot  of  their  revennee,  which  are 
Jotfy  tnrned  the  ainewa  of  war,  the  States 
nneadind^  aa  amMUitf  defaw^  ondsroer^ 


tun  specified  emergenoiee,  their  militia  to  the 
United  Statea. 

By  the  constitution,  article  1,  section  8,  it 
is  provided  that  Oongress  shall  have  poww  to 
provide  for  oalUng  forth  the  militia— 

To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 

To  suppress  insnrreotiona, 

And  to  repel  invasions. 

And  also  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  govemii^ 
each  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States :  reterving  to  the 
States  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the 
officers,  and  the  autiiority  of  training  the 
militia,  according  to  the  dIaoipUne  {ffeierihed 
by  Congress. 

By  theae  providona,  it  fa  maaUbBt,  Oiat^  not- 
withstanding the  laudable  State  jealousy  which 
they  evince^  still  the  militia  of  the  States  ar^ 
to  tiie  General  Government,  the  right  arm  of 
the  national  dt^enee;  and  by  the  outer  danse. 
that  of  "rusmg  and  snpporting  armies  and 
mdntaining  navies,"  the  General  Government 
were  provided  with  the  means  of  carrying  on 
thdr  cffeMiM  operations  asdnst  the  oommfm 
enemy,  wherever  a  Uow  m^t  be  atmek  with 


For  purposes,  then,  merely  mnnici]^al,  as  it 
regards  onrsdves,  and  atriouy  d^enme,  as  it 
r^ards  the  enemy,  the  militia  of  the  States 
compose  the  force  upon  which  the  General 
Government  may,  and  perhaps  ought,  ex- 
dudvely  to  rely. 

Beyond  this  he  could  never  go,  in  Ihe  oon- 
stramon  of  the  powers  the  Goaeral  Govern- 
ment over  the  militia,  who  are,  in  effect,  the 
people  of  the  Statesw 

Cfan  we  suppose,  fbr  a  moment,  that,  by  the 
eonstitntion,  the  freemen  of  this  country  can  be 
called  from  their  occupations,  against  their 
principles,  their  interests,  and  their  wiahea,  to 
a  war  of  conquest  and  aggrandizement,  by  some 
ambitions  and  unprindpled  Administration  that 
shall  hereafto-  get  into  place  ? 

To  prosecute  lahat  tear  with  effect  f  he  would 
ask.  An  ^entiw  war  1 1 1 — ^Wul  the  people  of 
the  Statea  lor  amoment  tolerate  the  do<mne  that 
the  n^tia  of  Massadmsetts  may  be  marched  to 
the  conquest  of  Mexico,  or  those  of  Georgia  to  the 
conquest  of  Kova  Scotia  and  Kew  Bmnswiok  t 

.Axe  tiie  yeomen  of  sovereign  States  to  be 
made  liable  to  a  conscription  more  indiscrimi- 
nating  and  not  leee  odious  than  that  of  Bona- 
partet 

Having  shown  that  those  errors  of  constitu- 
tiond  opmion  might  exist  in  men  who  were  de- 
voted to  the  interests  and  honor  of  the  oountiy, 
he  would  proceed  to  show,  from  the  documents 
themselves,  that  a  due  r^ard  to  the  secnrity 
and  protection  of  tiie  country  must  have  ani- 
mated tiie  Qovemment,  even  at  that  time :  and 
that!  before  any  aetnid  invarion  In  driiteen 
hundred  and  fourteen,  the  Gorenunent « Ibe- 
saohusetts  had,  praotieallyj  abandoned  the  of- 
fensive constitutional  doctrmee. 

Indeed,  the  militia  were^  in  several  In- 
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lUnces,  to  the  number  of  three  thoosand,  vol- 
untarily submitted  to  Uie  command  and  direc- 
tion of  Gowral  Dearborn,  daring  the  Summer 
and  Fall  ot  181^  and  that  omnmand  accepted 
bj-  him.  This  oinild  not  hftve  been  dmie  nolflas 
the  Goramor  had  Umaalf  rvriaed,  (v,  at  least, 
doubted  the  opinitm  of  tlu  Sapreme  Goart, 
aanetioned  by  nim  in  181S;  for  no  InTision 
aetoallj  existed,  and  the  President  himself  was 
not  there  in  penon  to  assome  the  oonmiand. 

It  majf  to  be  sare,  be  stud,  that,  as  late  as 
September^  1814,  the  QoTemor  refosed  to  pat 
the  troops  detached  for  the  defcoce  of  Boston, 
nnder  the  command  of  an  officer  the  United 
States.   I  am  not  aware  that  any  Mpeoi&o  re- 

anest  was  made  to  him  for  that  paipoee,  boL  if 
lere  were,  it  is  quite  apparent  that  the  deoinon 
of  1813  was  not  made  the  gronnd  oi  refiisaL 
Indeed,  during  that  month,  eleven  or  t^ve 
hondred  troops  were  actnally  placed  in  the 
finis  of  Boston  harbor,  nnder  the  oommai^  of 
G«n«al  Dearborn,  but  more  immediately  com- 
manded by  his  son,  then  a  Brigadier  General  in 
^  Uassachnsetts  militia.  To  show  the  inten- 
tions and  Be&timents  of  the  Government  of 
Massachusetts,  it  may  be  well  to  refer  to  the 
order  of  events,  from  the  breaMna  out  of  the 
war  down  to  the  period  jnst  alladed  to. 

By  reference  to  the  order  of  July,  1813,  in 
pursuance  of  the  reqniution  of  the  General 
Government  for  the  HaBsachosetts  quota  of 
100,000  men,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  the  militia 
were  called  upon  bjr  every  consideration  whidi 
«oald  ronse  thwr  amrits  as  men,  w  their  loyalty 
as  patriots^  to  bold  thmuelves  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning  for  the  defence 
cf  the  State.  Ko  remarks,  sir,  can  do  jostice 
to  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  this  order.  He 
would,  therefore,  take  leave  to  quote  from  it 
some  of  those  sentiments,  which  he  considered 
as  triumphantly  repelling  the  charge  of  an  at- 
tMnpt  to  thwart  the  views  oi  the  Goicnl  Gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  defianoe  of  the  oonn- 
try. 

**  War  havfaig  been  dedarsd,  the  GommanderJo- 
Cadef  calls  upon  the  milftia  of  Haanchnsstts  duly  to 
notice  the  swemn  and  iDterestingerids,  and  exhorts 
them  to  meet  the  oceauon  with  cooitancy  and  flna- 
ness.  When  war  ii  commenced,  no  human  fore- 
rigbt  can  discern  the  time  of  Its  termination,  or  the 
eoorss  of  events  that  may  foltow  in  its  bain— bot 
the  path  of  dnty  b  the  paUi  of  safety.  Proridence 
sddom  abandons  to  mm  thoae,  who,  to  a  Jost  ra- 
Sance  upon  the  snperiirtendhig  Influence  of  Heaven, 
add  their  own  atmuoos  axartuas  to  pceserve  than^ 
advfls." 

He  then  goes  on  to  recommend  a  close  and 
persevering  attention  to  the  duties  of  their  sev- 
eral stations ;  that  the  men  may  be  perfectly 
armed,  equipped,  and  disciplined ;  that  the  offi- 
cers may  thoroughly  understand  their  duty ; 
and  that  they  all  may  be  ready  with  "  alacrity 
and  effect  to  defend  their  oonntry,  their  consti- 
tutional rights  and  their  liberties,  which  are  not 
only  oar  birthrights,  bat  which,  at  the  expense 
of  so  maoh  blood  and  treasnre,  were  porohased 
la  tba  late  BcTolotioo.** 


"  Ihe  Coauaaader-io-Ghief  fiirther  oidm  ud  A- 
recta  that  the  Qeneiala  and  other  offiecn  of  the  mi* 
litia  of  XaaMMjhusetts,  bearing  in  ndnd  the  pota- 
bility of  a  sadden  inv^on,  bold  themselves,  ukIUm 
corps  under  their  command,  in  constant  rcstfiitefl 
to  assemble  and  march  to  the  defence  of  an*  part 
or  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  pursnaot  to  tlie  or- 
ders to  be  given  by  him,  but  without  maitina  for 
such  orders  in  case  of  actual  invasion,  or  sikd  im- 
miiwiU  danger  thereof  aa  will  not  admit  of  deisf ." 

If  this  be  fliwarting  the  views  of  the  Geoenil 
Government  rir,  it  would  follow  that  thow 
views  were  hostile  to  a  patriotic  d^Eoioe  at  the 
territory  of  Hassacbuse^  whi^  he  hoped  do 
man  would  be  willing  to  impnte  to  flw  Gorem* 
ment  of  the  United  States. 

This  was  the  order  under  which  the  militia  of 
Ifassaohnaetts  were  to  move  throngfaout  the 
war :  wherever  invasion  threatened  there  thej 
were  to  march.  Is  tiiis,  sir,  throwing  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  the  General  Govemnieiitl 
True,  mr,  there  was,  at  that  time,  in  the  Uot- 
emmeat  of  Hassaohoaetts^  an  <^^HMtioB,  a  ooo- 
stitutional  one,  to  tin  men  in  power ;  and  who 
is  there  tiiat  woidddare  to  call  npon  thepeotde 
of  any  State  to  sanender  its  i^t  to  Judge  wut 
class  of  men  are  most  oompetoit  to  wield  the 
power  of  the  nation  f  But,  this  right  of  opinion 
was  not  exercised  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
obstruct  the  measures  of  the  General  Goven- 
ment.  In  the  letter  of  the  Governor  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  Sth  August,  1812,  he  bsts: 
the  companies  to  be  marched  to  Passamaqnodcl; 
and  Eas^rt  will  be  stationed  there  "  until  the 
President  shall  otherwise  direct,*'  and,  in  ron- 
dusion,  he  remarks,  that  he  is  fuJly  diH>osed  to 
afford  all  the  aid  to  the  measures  of  the  National 
Government  which  the  constitution  nqniret  of 
him ;  bnt,  he  presimiea,  it  will  not  be  expected 
or  desired  that  be  should  fkll  in  ^dn^hs 
owed  to  the  people  of  the  State,  who  had  con- 
fided their  interest  to  his  care. 

This  letter,  rir,  is  an  argument  to  show,  that 
the  mode  of  calling  oat  the  militia  propoeeil  hj 
Gleneral  Dearborn,  would  invite  the  aggresnons 
of  the  enemy,  ana  diminish  the  power  whidi 
Massachttsetta  tiien  bad  of  resistance. 

And,  what  was  the  mode  subseqnenUy  pro- 
posed by  Gen.  Dearborn  ?  It  will  be  reroem- 
bered  that  the  militia  of  Masaachns^  were 
organiaed  into  oompantes  of  rixty-foor,  accord- 
ing to  Uie  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  bi> 
reqnirition  waa,  tar  the  miUtia,  in  eompanicc  ot 
one  hundred  Mch,  aooordli^  to  the  orfraolta- 
tion  of  the  regular  army,  and  contrary  to  the 
existing  law  of  the  United  States  in  retard  to 
the  organization  of  the  militia.  No  argnment 
need  be  made  to  show  the  practical  incon- 
venience which  would  result  from  such  &  call, 
nor  its  tendency  to  defeat  the  oonstitntion&l 
provision,  which  was  reserved  to  the  States^  of 
appointing  their  officers  and  training  the  mili- 
tia, accorcung  to  disdpline  prescribed  by  Coa- 
gress. 

In  July,  1818,  the  renilar  troops  were  re> 
mmrnfl  frmn  thn  fltata  nf  MaisanhTinnttn.  ttr  ri"r 
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OB  the  war  upon  the  DOrthem  frontier.  The 
exne  tekm  bj  HaMaohnsetts,  therefore,  did 
Dot  dirainisb  the  power  of  the  General  Qovem- 
ment  to  proaecute  the  war  vrith  effect,  wher- 
ever the  enemy  could  be  met. 

Iq  Jnly,  1814,  a  reqnimtioQ  was  made  hj 
Gen.  Dearborn  npoa  the  Govenior,  for  eleven 
hundred  men,  and  notwithatandipg  the  strong 
objection  which  resulted  from  the  organization 
into  compamea  of  one  hundred,  as  proposed  by 
that  call,  tbey  were  piaoed  under  hla  command, 
for  the  three  months  required. 

At  tiw  same  tiine.  Gen.  ^aag  was  authorized 
to  call  oat  the  milina  of  hia  dhiiion,  in  Uaine, 
and  plaee  them  in  the  fiwta  along  that  sea- 
baatd,«hoBld  theofflceraof  tbeUmted  States 
reqoiie  it 

The  Hajor-Generals  of  the  fifth  division,  in- 
doding  the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Bristol,  and 
Barnstable;  of  the  second  division,  in  the 
oooDty  of  £sBeK ;  of  the  sixth  and  twelfth  di- 
visioua,  ctunprising  the  counties  of  York  and 
Cnmberland— all  of  which  bordered  apon  the 
eeaooast,  were  directed  to  keep  guards  at  the 
pointa  of  danger,  and  have  the  militia  in  con- 
stant nadfatesa  to  march,  at  the  shotest  notice, 
fiir  the  deSaiM  of  any  uaoe  that  miAt  be  at- 

The  alann  had,  during  this  Bummer,  become 
almost  universal  along  the  seacoas^  of  six 
hondred  milea,  from  Rhode  Island  to  the  eastern 
^stnsmty  of  Maine,  which  Massachnsetta  had 
to  defieaid,  without  the  aid  oi  any  of  the  regular 
troop*. 

British  ships  of  war  were  hovering  on  onr 
coast.  Every  place  was  enosed.  Every 
thing  was  in  danger  from  an  effective  force  of 
the  enemy  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  men,  ena- 
bled by  the  fleet  to  which  they  were  attached, 
to  make  a  descent  upon  any  point  of  this  long- 
extMided  Km  of  aeaooait. 

Boatim  was  ocmridered  Ae  oUect  of  the  ene- 
my. The  British  Admiral  threatened  the 
towns  ML  the  seaboard  generally,  with  destruc- 
tion. But  the  United  States  naval  depot  at 
Chaiiestown,  and  the  wealth  of  our  capital,  at 
once  excited  the  avarice  and  the  love  of  glory 
of  the  enemy.  Apprehension  became  universal, 
and  the  danger  of  Invasion  was  so  imminent, 
that  the  Glovemment  issued  new  orders  for  the 
wbde  militia  of  the  Commonwealth  to  be  in 
readiness.  Five  regiments  of  infantry,  two 
battalions  of  artillery,  and  several  independent 
and  rifle  companies — the  flower  of  Massachusetts 
—were  marched  from  the  centre  and  extremity 
of  the  Cmmnonwealth  fiir  the  defienoe  of  the 
cqMtal— «nd  remained  encamped  in  the  vidnity 
for  sBvccal  weeka^  until  the  apprehenrion  had 
inbrfded,  or  at  least  the  danger  had  gone  by. 
As  one  of  that  corps,  he  could  himself  bear  t^ 
timoay  to  the  alacrity  with  which  the  troops 
csme  oat,  uid  the  ameigned  joy  with  which 
tbey  were  received  as  the  defenders  of  the  cap- 
itiL  To  any  one  acquainted  with  the  occur- 
renoes  <^  that  period,  and  the  threats  of  the 
mmjt  it  voold  be  raperflooiu  to  i^y,  that 


these  measures  averted  the  calamities  whfdi 
would  have  followed  the  threatened  attacks  of 
the  enemy.  Twenty-five  hundred  men  were 
marched  from  the  county  of  Norfolk,  after  a 
notice  of  twenty-four  hours,  for  the  defence  of 
Boston;  an^  eleven  hundred  and  sixty  men 
were  placed,  in  September  of  this  year,  under 
the  command  of  the  United  States  officer,  and 
stationed  in  the  forts  of  Boston  harbor. 

A  regiment  was  stationed  also  at  Cambridge- 
port,  and,  at  the  request  of  G^eral  Dearborn, 
all  the  nulitia  within  twenty  miles  of  Boston, 
were  kept  in  oonstant  prepantion  to  be  called 
out. 

It  is  true,  that  the  troops  ordered  out  at  this  pe- 
riod, with  tiie  exception  of  those  alluded  to  in  tiie 
forts  of  Boston  harbor,  were  not  placed  under 
the  command  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 
They  were  ordered  out,  in  companies  of  sixty- 
four,  according  to  their  habitnal  organization, 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  StatM,  and  not 
according  to  the  requisition  of  the  officers  of 
the  General  Government.  It  is  believed  that 
such  new  and  ill<^  organization  would,  if  not 
resisted  by  the  militia  themselyes,  at  least  have 
thwarted  the  potriotio  purpoaea  for  whidi  thej 
were  summoned  to  the  fieM. 

Indeed,  tiie  Governor,  at  this  period,  an- 
nounced to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  he  had 
not  placed  them  under  the  supenntendence  of 
the  chief  of  that  military  district,  bccnose  such 
inconveniences  and  oljections  had  arisen  from 
having  done  so  befive,  tlut  he  could  not  repeat 
the  measnre. 

The  cotemporaneous  opinion  of  the  officers 
of  the  Navy,  show  how  justly  these  measures 
were  appreciated,  and  how  they  estimated  the 
alacrity  of  the  troops  in  coming  to  the  defence 
of  the  naval  depot. 

Commodore  Bainbridge,  in  his  letter  of  April 
6,  1614,  expreasea  to  General  Welles  "the 
gratifioation  ne  received  in  witnessing  the  ready 
dispoiritlon  of  General  Brooks,  of  himself^  and 
the  military  under  their  command,  in  affording 
aid  in  defence  of  the  frigate  Constitution."  And 
CapUun  Jones,  in  bis  letter  to  the  same  militia 
officer,  says,  that  the  proofs  of  zeal  and  alac- 
rity to  repel  meditated  attacks  of  the  enemy, 
evinced  in  the  correspondence,  are  extremely 
gratifying,  and  ensured  the  safety  of  tiie  flour- 
ishing town  of  Chsrlestown  and  the  naval  prop- 
erty which  the  enemy  is  so  desirous  to  destroy." 

The  President,  himself,  in  his  Message  of 
February,  1824,  speaking  of  the  services  of  the 
fifth  division,  the  accounts  in  regard  to  which 
had  been  audited  at  the  War  Department,  says, 
that  the  services  rendered  by  It  were  spon- 
taneous, patriotic,  and  proper;  necessary  for 
self-defence,  to  repel,  in  some  instances,  actnid 
Invasion,  and  in  others  to  meet,  by  adequate 
preparation,  invasions  that  were  menaced. 

Never,  says  he,  in  the  same  communication, 
was  there  a  moment  when  the  confidenre  of 
the  Government  in  the  great  body  of  onr  fellow- 
citizens  of  Massachusetts,  was  impaired,  nor  is 
tlwre  &  doubt  that  they  were  at  all  timet 
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willing  to  snpport  their  riffbt^  and  to  repel  an 
invadtm  tns  enemy.  Be  goes  on  to  say, 
that  euential  aervioe  was  rencwred  in  the  late 
war  by  the  miliUa  of  Massachnsettsi,  and  from 
the  most  patriotio  motires.  It  seems  jast, 
tiierefore,  says  he,  that  they  should  be  oompen- 
sated  in  like  manner  with  the  militia  ctf  the 
other  States. 

Even  the  remonstrance  of  the  Portland  o£B- 
oers  against  being  placed  under  the*oomniand 
of  officers  of  the  United  States,  contains  a  sen- 
timent of  lofty  patriotism,  which,  he  thought, 
might  well  indicate  tiie  general  feeling  which 
animated  the  citizens  oi  his  State.  They  were 
ready  to  defend  their  oonntir  from  invarion, 
and  nad  oonrage  to  preaerre  it  oiqKdlnted 
uu^hoBtUe  foot. 

when  the  little  town  d  Brewster  was  laid 
under  contribution,  (a  common  calamity  oi  war,) 
and  was  obliged  to  pay  money  to  preserve  its 
Talaable  salt  works — ^whioh  Captain  Baggott 
Ihreateoed  to  destroy — the  committee  or  the 
a^oining  town  of  Orleans  declare,  that  they 
are  doubtful  whether  the  paying  snob  a  tribute 
be  consistent  with  onr  duty  to  our  country,  or 
our  adherence  to  the  constitution.  And  they 
Terr  Justly  remark,  that  the  money  so  pud,  will 
enable  the  enemy  to  prosecute  the  war  a^punst 
o^er  towns  with  more  Ttgor. 

.  Those  who  are  dbposed  to  look  into  the  detail 
of  these  alarms,  and  themeaaures  takmto  repel 
the  enemy  altrng  the  aonthem  ooast,  will  be  en- 
abled to  form  a  Just  estimate  of  both,  by  looking 
into  the  orders  published  by  the  direction  of 
M^or-General  Goodwin,  of  the  fifth  diTision. 

He  felt  convinced  that  the  time  allotted  to 
him,  would  not  enable  him  to  do  Uiat  Justice  in 
the  detail,  to  the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  which 
their  patriotism  and  their  services  would  require. 

Forty-four  thousand  of  tbe  militia  were  eaUei 
oat  in  that  State  during  the  war. 

He  would  go  on  now  to  consider,  for  a  mo- 
meqt,  the  particular  provisions  of  the  bill  upon 
tiie  table,  wliioh  propdses  to  place  the  claims  of 
the  State  npon  the  same  footing  as  the  claims 
(^tiie  other  States fn-sfanllarserTiceB,  Itpro- 
Tides— 

let.  That  they  shall  be  pidd  where  the  ser- 

Ticee  were  rendered  in  compliance  with  Qie  re- 
quisition of  an  officer  of  the  United  States. 

ad.  Where  they  were  called  out  to  repel  in- 
vasion, or  nnder  a  well-fonnded  apprehension  of 
invasion.  Provided  the  numbers  were  not  in 
undue  proportion  to  the  exigency. 

8d.  Where  the  troops  were  not  specifically 
withheld  from  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
applying  for  the  same  to  the  Governor,  nnder 
an  aatbority  so  to  do  team  the  Genenu  Gov- 
ernment. 

Having  shown,  as  he  confidently  believed,  that 
the  abatraet  eonatitotiona]  qnestionahad  no  effect 
nptm  the  ehanwter,  nsefolnees,  or  patriotism,  of 
the  servioes  rendered,  and,  indeed,  that  the  oon- 
Btitntional  qoestioD  was  practtoaUy  abandoned 
before  the  important  services  were  rendered, 
he  might  ask,  who  oonld  foel  t^poaed  to  the 


provisions  of  a  Ml  which  proposed  to  pnt  thaea 
chUms  npon  the  same  foothig  oi  all  other  oUmi 
for  ^ilar  servioes  t 

Ur.  Sraxatna,  of  2Cidne,  addrened  the  com- 
mittee as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill ;  and 
I  am  indnced  to  offer  my  reasons  for  being  mx, 
because  I  oannot  entirely  coincide  in  opinion 
with  either  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massaohasetta 
(Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Dwiokt)  who  have  address- 
ed you ;  and  because  tiie  gentlemm  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Houston)  has  been  pleased  to  say, 
that  no  one  who  was  in  the  mincffity  of  Maasar 
chosetts  during  the  late  war,  can  support  the 
Ullf  or  receive  nuxiey  under  i^  without  a  viida- 
tion  of  oondstsDOT — ^witliont,  indeed,  an  aban- 
donment of  principle.  Sir,  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  repreeent,  and  aU  her 
B^ffesentativee  upon  this  floor,  were  In  that 
minority.  She  will  receive  a  portion  ni  the 
money  provided  for  by  the  bill,  and  I  am  un- 
willing, by  nlence,  to  admit  thaX  impntatttms 
can  rest  i^n  that  oharaoter  for  pcrfitioal  oonnst* 
ency,  which  we  have  so  hardly  eaned  and  so 
long  maiutaiued. 

It  Is  first  asked,  why  should  the  claim  of  Mas- 
sachusetts be  allowed?  I  answer,  beoanae  it  is 
Just  in  itself^  and  because  similar  didms  hM 
been  allowed  to  other  Statee. 

It  la  Jnat  in  itaelt  The  several  Btatea  hm 
oooosded  the  Genual  Goremment  the  power 
<rf  peace  and  war,  and  the  levenaes  by  which 
war  is  to  be  jnoseented  and  aggiesdon  repelled ; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  General  Government 
to  protect  each  State  against  invasion.  This 
duty  is  not  left  to  inference,  but  is  imposed, 
in  express  tenns,  in  the  fourth  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  constitntioo.  This  hi^ 
obligation,  thus  assumed  by  the  fnndamenw 
compact,  is  broaght  into  most  vigorous  exercise 
when  the  United  States  declared  war :  for  then 
an  enemy  is  created  without  the  consent  of  the 
State ;  the  time  and  oircnmstancee  of  the  deda- 
ration  are  selected  by_  the  General  Government; 
and,  moat  aasored^,  it  ought  to  defend  the  dt- 
izens  from  the  attaeks  which  it  has  thns  d^ber^ 
ately  diaUenged.  Ifit  do  not,  bat  leaves  a  State 
to  exhanst  its  own  resonroes  in  repdling  the 
enemy,  the  United  States  are  bound  to  repay  the 
sums  which  shall  have  been  thus  expended. 

This  proportion  la  ao  clear  that  it  hardly  ad> 
mite  of  argument  or  illustration.  It  rests  upon 
those  eternal  principles  of  justice  and  good  iaith 
by  which  every  judicial  tnbonal  proceeds  in  en- 
forcing engagements  between  man  and  man. 
Principles,  which  are  fundamental  in  the  Juris- 
prudence of  every  enlightened  country ;  which 
the  United  States  have  recognized  aud  enforced ; 
and,  in  obedience  to  which,  Congress  have  act- 
ed, in  granting  cldma,  ever  rinoe  the  orgauizsr 
ticm  of  the  GoTmuDent. 

This  very  subject  of  militia  servioes  bos  pre- 
sented itself  and  tlie  United  Btatea  have  paid 
large  sums  to  sereral  ^tes,  for  acpMuea  in- 
coned  in  defending  themsdves  during  the  bte 
war,  vlthoat  any  pravlDiis  request  w  msnt  on 
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theputoftbeGeaeralGoTenimait  Snob  were 
Uiediimsof  MaiyUnd  utdNewTork.  This 
priuatde  has  not  odIt  been  wetei  upon  in  par- 
Iknlw  oeiei^  bat  esubliebed  is  a  general  nile. 
In  t  letter  from  Mr.  Calhonn,  Seoretary  of  War, 
to  the  Third  Anditnr,  written  on  the  14th  of 
F^raarr,  1818,  in  referenoe  to  the  claims  of 
tba  State  of  Maryland,  he  aaya :  Ton  will  ad- 
mit all  Oie  expenditoree  by  the  State  that  are 
ot  the  usual  <^aracter  in  sncb  oasee,  and  prop- 
tsij  TOQched,  vhen  the  militia  have  been  eaUr 
tionton  actual  or  wdl-/<nmded  fear  of  tnno- 
fim."  And,  in  a  letter  of  80th  of  Karch^  1818, 
the  ame  officer,  in  reference  to  the  claims  of 
Kev  York,  says :  **  In  the  aettlranent  of  rimilar 
a^anta,  t<  Aof  ftM»«ita62uA«2  iy  (Ait  iXepor^ 
«ca(  M  d^rnw^pA^  that  tbe  United  States  are 
Bable  for  all  the  dUmrBementa  made  by  the 
State  oo  aoooont  of  militis  called  oat  by  an- 
tfaority  of  the  United  States;  nroTided  snch 
dbbnrsemttits  were  for  the  nsau  military  sop- 
pliM,  and  soch  as  are  anthorized  by  law  for  the 
militia.  7^«aiMj»rtne»pZ9aj>pIti«  where  the 
militia  bare  been  called  out  by  the  State  aa- 
thority,  and  afterwards  recognised  by  tbe  Pren- 
dent,  or  when  they  have  been  called  out  on  a  tud- 
den  MMiton,  or  wU-founded/ear  of  intaiion." 

Tbe  Mil  before  ns  is  foonded  npon  these  prin- 
ciples and  these  precedents.  It  proposes  to  pay 
to  Ibnaohnsetts  tbe  snm  which  she  necessarily 
expended  in  prot^tang  herself  from  invasion, 
doling  a  war  dedkredfy  the  United  States.  It 
is  to  extend  to  her  the  same  measnre  of  jastioe 
which  has  been  meted  ont  to  the  other  members 
of  the  Confederaey^d  which  has  been  withheld 
from  ber,  and  her  only.  Snch  being  the  char- 
acter of  the  bill,  I  cannot  doabt  that  every  gen- 
tleman who  hears  me  would  wish  to  give  it  his 
•apport,  and  repay  to  Massaohnsetts  the  sums 
vbieb  she  has  paid  in  discharging  the  obliga- 
tkmt  of  the  General  Government,  anlese  there 
be  acme  iosaperable  oljeotion,  involving  a  vio- 
lation of  principle. 

What,  then,  are  the  objections  which  have 
been  n^ed  a^nst  itt  The  speech  of  the  gen- 
Ueman  from  Teonessee,  (Mr.  HouaioK,)  rests 
sofely  npoo  certain  dootrines  and  conduct 
of  Ibaaadutsetta  daring  the  war.  His  olfjeiy 
tioB,  reduced  to  distinct  form,  is,  that  yon 
cannot  pass  this  bill  withoat  giving  yoar 
•saetioa  to  those  dootrines  and  that  ounuact. 
Thia,  faideedf  comprises  aU  that  has  been  urgM, 
bere  or  elsewhere,  which  is  entitled  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  objecUon.  Those  doctrines  were 
—first,  that  to  the  State  Execntive  belongs  the 
ri^t  to  jodge  of  the  existenoe  of  the  exigendes 
upon  wtoob  the  miliUa  are  to  be  called  forth 
ioto  the  service  the  United  States;  and,  seo- 
flodly,  Uiat,  when  called  forth,  the  militia  can- 
not 1m  lainblly  oommaQded  by  bot  officer  of 
die  United  States,  except  by  tbe  Prendent  in 
pcnoa.  Tbeae  dootrbiea  wen,  nnqoestlonably, 
mooeoni.  Ithoagfat80theii--IthinkB0  8till-- 
Ihave  never  had  a  doubt  ctflL  I  bavereristed 
tbem  from  the  flrst  moment  of  their  promnlfn- 
tioa;  and  ftr  be  it  from  me  now  to  si^,  or  iOf 


or  assent  to  any  thing  which  wonld  establish 
themastroe.  Thedaimof Maasachasettsisnot, 
for  a  moment,  to  be  pnt  in  competition  with  A 
soand  oonstmotion  of  tbe  constitotion—it  is  bnt 
as  the  dost  in  the  balance^  in  the  omnpariscHi. 

fiy  |ue^ng  tbe  biU,  yon  nndonbtedly  approve 
of  the  militia  services  for  which  it  makes  pay- 
ment. Bnt  yon  do  not  thereby  sanction  tbe  opin- 
ions and  oondnct  which  have  been  moitlonedf 
nnlees  they  were  so  connected  with  the  services 
that  yon  cannot  conntmance  the  one  withoat 
opposing  the  other.  Were  they  so  connected  t 
At  first  view,  it  wonld  seemdimoult  to  perceive 
how  services,  actually  p«>fonned,  should  be  oon- 
ridered  as  growing  ont  of  a  refosal  to  render 
awvice.  Bat,  wiuirat  rdying  iqton  tbi^  I  ask 
your  attoition  to  the  transaotioaa  of  tbe  period 
when  these  expenses  were  Inearred.  Letnsaee 
what  was  done,  and  not  merely  what  was  said. 

The  act  of  10th  of  April,  181S,  anthorized  a 
detaehment  from  tbe  militia  of  100^000  men, 
of  which  each  State  was  to  fomiah  its  quota ; 
and  the  Preddent  was  authorized  to  call  them 
into  actual  service,  in  all  the  exigencies  provid- 
ed for  by  the  oonstitutitm.  In  the  same  month 
of  AprU,  laia,  the  Secretary  of  War  requested 
tbe  Governors  of  the  several  States  to  bold 
their  respective  quotas  of  s^d  detachment  in 
readiness;  and,  on  the  2Sd  of  Jane  following, 
fonr  days  after  tbe  declaration  of  war,  General 
Dearborn  requested  the  Governor  of  Maaaaohn- 
setts  to  call  into  aotaal  service  fcaij-mi  com- 
panies as  a  part  of  tbe  Uassaohnsetts  qoota  of 
said  detachment,  under  the  act  of  Apnt,  1818. 
This  requiution  was  sanctioned  by  tbe  Presi- 
dent, and  enforced  by  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  the  Governor  of  Massacbasetts, 
written  on  the  21at  of  July,  1813.  The  Execu- 
tive of  Massacbosetts  then  consulted  the  Judges 
of  the  Sapreme  Court  of  that  State,  and  there- 
upon advanced  those  erroneous  doctrines  re- 

i^ioh'^sve  been  90  much  and  so  JusUy  censur* 
ed ;  and  Governor  Strong  then  refosed  to  com- 
ply with  tbe  reqoidtion  which  had  been  made. 
What  was  the  extent  of  that  leAisal  I  The  most 
obvioos  answer  is^  that  it  was  oo-extensive  with 
the  request,  whioi  was  oonfined,  in  express 
terms,  to  a  part  of  the  detaohnmit  authorized 
^  tbe  law  at  1812,  and  for  riz  montha  only. 
Bnt  Beotiemea  mqr,  perhaps,  cwtoid  that,  a 
part  having  been  called  for  and  withheld,  the 
refusal,  if  nnretraoted,  is  to  be  oonsidered  as 
operating  so  long  as  the  detachment  aud  the 
law  of  1812  existed.  This  is  its  utmost  latitude. 
It  surely  could  have  no  effect  when  the  subject 
matter,  upon  which  it  was  to  act,  was  gone. 
When  the  law  oeasee  to  exist,  disobedience  of 
it  is  necessarily  at  an  end.  Kow,  sir,  the  law 
of  1612  expii«d,  by  its  own  Umitaticoi,  on  tbe 
10th  cS  AiHilf  1814,  and  all  ttte  expenses  for 
which  reranneratiai  is  asked,  excepting  a  small 
fraction,  an  hundredth  part,  perhaps,  accrued 
after  that  period.  If,  then,  the  requisition  made 
under  tbe  act  of  1812  had  been  fully  oom|^ied 
with— nay,  lir,  if  the  whole  detachment  created 
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by  that  law  had  been  in  actual  service  during 
the  whole  term  of  its  existence — it  would  not 
have  preoladed  the  neceeeity  of  the  servieea  ren- 
dered intheSammer  and  Autumn  of  when 
the  enemy  was  waginrwar  with  his  ntmoatTigor 
upon  cor  Beaooast.  The  proTialon  ftv  d^noe, 
by  the  law  of  lB13,wa80ontemidal«d  to  extend 
only  to  April,  1814,  wlien  the  law  and  detach- 
ment expired  together.  So  (kr,  thai,  there  was 
no  connection  whatever  between  thoee  errone- 
ons  opinions,  or  reftuaL  and  the  milHU  aervioes 
Bobseqaentiy  performea. 

In  April,  1814,  oommenoed  a  new  era.  The 
only  act  of  Congresa  bearing  upon  this  mbject, 
then  remaining  in  force,  was  the  law  of  28tb 
Febmary,  1796.  By  the  first  section  of  that  act, 
it  is  provided,  that,  in  case  of  invasion,  or  inmii- 
nent  danger  of  bivoticHi,  "it  shall  be  lawfol  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  otll  forth 
soofa  number  of  the  militia  of  the  State  or  StiUea 
most  omvenlent  to  the  jdaoe  of  danger,  or  scene 
of  action,  ss  he  may  jndge  necessary  to  repel 
•ach  invaMon,  and  to  issue  his  orders  for  that 
parpose  to  sneh  officer  or  officers  of  the  militia 
af>  he  shall  think  proper,"  I  cannot  agree  in 
the  opinion,  respecting  this  law,  which  has  jnst 
been  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
cbosetts,  (Mr,  Dwight,)  but  will  wdeavor  to 
present  my  own  views  of  it. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  tliat,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, the  President  has  no  power  to  call  forth 
the  militia,  in  any  event  whatever.  He  is  to  be 
the  Oommander-in-Ohief  of  the  militia,  when  in 
actual  service.  But  to  Congress,  and  Gongress 
alfHie,  iwlongs  the  power  to  provide  for  culing 
them  forth.  The  law  tfaen  might  as  well  have 
vested  this  autliority  in  any  other  tribunal  or 
individual  as  in  the  President.  Suppose  that 
it  had  declared  that  the  Suprune  Court  of  tiie 
United  States  should  jtu^«  oif  the  existence  and 
extent  of  the  eonstiiutional  exigencies  upon 
wMch  the  militia  are  to  be  required,  and,  upon 
BQch  judgment,  should  isane  their  mandate  to  a 
militia  officer;  would  it  he  contended  that 
that  court  cotdd  have  constituted  an  iuferiw 
tribunal  to  form  ibat  Jndgnuait  in  then-  stead, 
and  to  issue  that  mandate?  Under  this  law, 
the  Preodent  was  only  an  agent,  with  defined 
and  delegated  powers.  And  if  the  principle, 
that  delegated  power  cannot  be  again  delegated, 
Is  ever  to  be  applied,  It  must  be  to  a  case  like 
1lli^  where  it  was  to  be  exerted  upon  fhtore 
oontingendes,  and  ajodgment  to  be  formed  by 
the  agent  upon  knowUt^  to  be  acquired.  It 
involved  the  exercise  of  a  moat  important  and 
delicate  discretion.  It  was  strictly  fiduciary. 
The  President,  then,  could  not  impart  this 
power  to  others.  He  could  not  parcel  out  the 
exercise  of  his  discretion,  and  the  forming  of 
hie  Judgment,  among  a  number  of  inferior 
officers,  and  authorize  each  to  judge  and  to 
call  forth  the  militia  at  pleasure.  If  he  oonld, 
thea  the  persons  so  authorised  mig^t  delegate 
this  power  to  titelr  inferiors,  and  these  again 
to  others,  and  so  on,  without  limitation,  until 
the  wfaoto  militin  of  the  United  States  might 
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be  at  the  command  of  the  meanest  subaltern  in 
the  Army. 

Will  it  be  said  that  I  am  enoroaohing  upon 
the  powers  ot  the  GkuenI  Government  over 
themilitiat  I  am  not,  I  hold  tliat  the  power 
of  Oongreas  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
nulitia  is  a  ocHu^ete  power;  thsy  may  exercise 
it  at  pleasure.  But  no  officer  can  osU  for  the 
militia  in  any  other  manner  than  that  which 
has  been  prorided  by  law ;  and,  if  he  attempt 
to  do  BO,  he  encroaches  upon  the  powers  of 
Oongreas,  uid  his  call  is  utterly  nugatory.  Will 
it  be  said  that  General  Dearborn  was  only  the 
medium,  a  mere  conduit,  Uinmgh  wliidi  the 
President  acted,  and  that  the  reqainticHi  was 
the  order  of  tbe  President,  issued  upon  his  own 
judgment,  and  not  dependent  upon  any  discre- 
tion in  Genval  Dearborn?  Sir,  all  the  doco- 
ments  before  ns.  and  the  wlide  histray  of  tbe 
proceedings  of  the  United  States  (^cos  in  Ua^ 
saobasetts,  show  that  it  was  otherwise.  Tbe 
nature  of  the  anthori^  intended  to  be  conferred 
upon  that  officer,  is  dearly  shown  by  the  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Governor  of 
Massachnsetts,  dated  12tii  of  June,  1813.  It  is 
in  these  words: 

"  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  request 
voor  Excellency  to  order  into  tbe  servioQ  of  tbe 
United  SUtes,  on  M«  regidtition  iff  Major-Gtntral 
Btarhom,  tuck  part  of  the  quota  of  the  militia  of 
Msssacfaosetts,  detached  conformably  to  tbe  act  of 
lOtii  April,  181St,«  is  flu^  dtdn  McsiMfy  for  the 
defence  of  tlto  seacoaat" 

This  is  no  present  order  fw  the  militia,  but 
whol^  prospective,  and  makes  the  calling  fbr 
them  to  depend  entirely  upon  tbe  discretion  of 
the  officer,  and  not  upon  the  judgment  ot  the 
President  It  was  written  before  the  ww 
existed,  while  we  were  at  peace  with  all  the 
WOTld.  It  does  not,  indeed,  directly  appear, 
that  the  IVesident  attempted  to  confer  antiiority 
on  General  Dearborn,  tmder  the  law  of  1795; 
although,  perhaps,  it  may  be  gathered  from  the 
tenor  nf  tbe  documents,  that  it  was  contem- 
plated that  he  should  exercise  the  same  general 
discretiouaty  power  under  this  law  as  under 
Uiat  of  1812.  Bnt,  as  such  a  power  could  not 
be  delegated.  General  Dearborn  coold  possoso  no 
authority  to  call  forth  the  militia. 

Another  difficulty  lias  pres«ited  itaeUl  Tbe 
gentieman  from  Tennessee  has  told  as  that  no 
officer  of  the  militia  is  to  be  commanded  by 
an  inferior  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  So  says  Mr.  Konroe,  in  liis  letter 
to  a  committee  of  the  Senate;  so  say  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  nnd  every  other 
authority  upon  the  sol^ect.  I  should  like,  then, 
to  be  informed  bow  the  oommander-in-cliief  of 
the  militia  of  a  State  is  botmd  to  obey  the 
orders  or  commaruU  of  a  M^or-General  uf  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  issued  at  the  will 
and  pleastire  of  suoh  officer?  I  pat  it  to  the 
gentieman  to  answer  me.  Will  he  a^  tliat 
suoh  oomnMndet^inHihiefi  with  soven^  thuu- 
sand  bayonets  at  hia  eommand,  and  thirtets 
m^w-genenla  ander  him,  ii  not  saperior  in 
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gndt  to  a  General  in  the  Armjt  ■  No  one  will 
pretend  it.  Will  be  saj  that"  the  reqniintioQ 
ipon  tlte  Governor  was  to  be  an  order  to  him 
Ma  militia  officer  1  Then  it  was  a  mere  nullity. 
The  only  mode  provided  by  OonKren  was  bj 
n  order  to  an  officer  of  tKt  mvAtia.  And  a 
request  for  troops,  so  far  as  relates  to  Its  legal 
efficacy,  might  as  well  be  addressed  to  the  priest 
^  a  pirisli,  or  a  proctor  in  a  college,  as  to  the 
Goremor  of  a  State,  if  it  be  not  an  order  to 
Inm  H  a  militia  officer. 

ike^  tlie  Premdent  nerer  imed  lus  order  for 
Um  nuUtia  of  HfinMinlinnnlTii.  nnder  the  act  itf 
ITW;  and  no  ooutitatimial  prorision  was 
made  ftr  her  defi»ioe  by  the  General  GoTem- 
nmt,  aftw  April,  1814.  She  was  oompelled  to 
deftnd  ben^  After  the  peace  in  Europe,  the 
enemy  was  mabled  to  bring  on  immense  force 
npon  b«r  extended  coast,  and  she  was  left  to 
exhanat  ber  own  resources  in  repelling  the 
enemy,  and  protecting  the  territory  (»  the 
United  States  from  inra^on.  These  expendi- 
tures are  wholly  disoouneoted  from  all  censur- 
able acts  and  erroneous  opinicHiB,  and  we  are 
solemnly  bound  to  make  renomeration  fat  them, 
as  we  ban  dxme  finr  all  aimilar  serrioeB  in  other 
States. 

The  gsndeman  from  Tennessee  haa  spoken  at 
luge  ex  the  oondnet  of  Massaehnsatts  during 
the  war;  bat,  after  all  his  laborious  lenirohes, 
he  has  fbnndf  but  one  instance  in  which,  even 
hy  his  own  construction,  there  was  any  want 
<rf  promptitiide  in  repelling  the  enemy ;  and  that 
wastibe  case  of  the  little  town  of  Brewster,  He 
spoke  Bcmewliat  sneeringly  of  the  contribution 
levied  upon  tiiat  place;  and  told  ns,  rather 
wgnificantiy,  that  if  he  had  been  there,  he 
woold  have  met  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet    Tea,  sir,  if  he  had  lived  in  a  little 
village  of  thir^  or  forty  booses,  upon  a  sandy 
eape,  where  three  British  74s  ooold,  within 
pcnat  Uuk  shot,  have  poured  in  th^  whole 
battwie^  and  demolish  it  at  onoe,  he  would 
have  stood  npoo  the  naked  beach  and  met  those 
T4a  at  tiie  point      the  bayonet  I   It  would 
have  Iwen  a  most  gallant  action  I  The  gentie- 
■laa  i^c^e  of  that  which  he  did  not  understand. 
Had  M  known  the  hardy  Oape  Godmenaswell 
u  I  do,  he  would  have  known  that  there  is  not 
npra  tms  earth  aset  of  men  that  meet  on  enemy 
man  fearlenly  than  they  do.   Snch  were  the 
Den  nho  achieved  your  viotoriee  npon  the  Lakes, 
aod  upon  the  Ooean,  and  suffered  in  the  prisons 
of  Dai-^ouMX-;  and  I  envy  not  the  man  who  can 
ipeak  of  thor  misfortones  with  a  sneer. 

I  am  not  an  apcdogist  for  the  conduct  trf 
XssMdiaaettB  during  the  war.  There  wh 
BDch  <tf  it  wUidh  1  never  did,  and  new  eon 
tppram.  Bnt  I  would  not  be  indlseriminate  in 
my  ceosare. 

1  woold  not  be  drawn  aside  from  the  subject 
of  Ae  mF'H'*!  which  is  now  more  immediately 
befin  ns^  ud  of  which,  for  the  present,  I  am 
eoDtaotto  speak.  I  have  before  remarked,  that 
6«Mral  Dearborn  bad  no  power  to  make  any 
■tboritatiTe  nqolsitifnis  for  the  militia  after 
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the  year  181S.  But  that  brave  and  fUtbfbl 
officer  was  anxious  that  the  tenitory  and 
property  within  his  distriet  should  be  d^nded, 
and,  for  tiiat  purpose,  he,  at  different  times, 
requested  that  troops  should  be  called  forth ; 
and,  notwithstanding  '^rhat  has  been  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  every  request 
made  upon  the  Governor  of  MasBaohusetts  by 
General  Dearborn,  or  any  other  officer  c/t  the 
United  States,  for  the  pnniose  of  defence,  was 
BubstantiaUy  complied  with  after  1813.  I  do 
not  mean  that  they  were  answered  in  form, 
and  the  troops  always  placed  ui^er  the  officers 
vlt  the  United  Sti^  bnt,  that  the  measuree 
desired  were  aotnaliy  adopted.  There  wasoon- 
oert  and  arrangement  between  the  (^oers  of  the 
General  and  State  Governments  in  their  exer- 
tions to  defond  the  soil. 

The  first  reqnintion  made  by  General  Dear- 
bom,  after  181S,  was  on  the  8tb  of  July,  1614^ 
and  was  for  eleven  hundred  men  to  be  called 
into  service,  with  suitable  officers.  On  the 
twelfth  of  the  same  July,  the  Governor  of 
MsMachusetts  ordered  his  A^utant-Geueral  to 
comply  with  that  reqnest,  which  was  done,  and 
the  troops  placed  under  the  command  of  an  offi- 
cer of  the  united  States. 

The  next  request  was  on  the  13th  of  August 
of  the  same  year,  when  he  detired  that  small 
detachments  should  he  tnroed  out,  as  ocoasicm 
should  require,  fbr  the  defence  of  the  seaooasL 
This  measure  was  adopted. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1814,  Genval 
Dearborn  requested  about  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  men  to  be  called  out,  and  on  the  6th 
of  the  same  September,  be  suggested  the 
propriety  of  having  all  the  militia  within  twen- 
ty or  thirty  mites  of  the  seacoast  on  the  alert, 
and  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning; 
On  the  same  6tU  of  September,  the  Governor 
oalled  into  so^oe  more  raan  four  Uionsand  seven 
hundred  troops,  and  ordered  the  whde  militia 
of  the  State  to  be  in  constant  readiness  fiw  an 
instant  march. 

On  the  I7th  of  the  same  September,  General 
Dearborn  made  a  reqidsition  for  twelve  hundred 
men,  whinb  was  complied  with,  and  the  troops 

? laced  under  his  oommaud,  in  the  fbrts  of  the 
Tnited  States. 

On  the  30tfa  September,  1814,  pursnant  to  pre- 
vious arrangement,  eleven  hundred  men  were 
ordered  by  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts,  to 
be  placed  under  the  ooramand  of  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  but  difficulties  arising  from  the 
militia,  and  not  fKHU  the  Government,  prevented 
thb  arrangonent  beiiv  carried  into  effect. 

On  the  92d  of  the  same  September,  three 
hundred  men  were  placed  under  the  command  of 
OoL  Walbach,  of  the  United  States  Army,  fbr 
the  defonoe  of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire. 

As  early  as  August,  1812,  at  the  request  of 
Genera]  Deiu-born,  tfaree  companies  were  i>]aeed 
under  the  command  of  General  Boyd,  a  United 
States  officer,  at  Eastport. 

In  the  Spring  and  Summer  of  1814  Commo- 
dore BMntnidge,  then  commando-  ^  the  United 
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States  Navy  Tard  at  OfaariestowD,  made  several 
nqnestfl  for  pr^Mradonsaiid  ^d  the  militia, 
fin-  the  denooe  of  the  fMgate  OoDstitation.  and 
the  NavT  Tard,  and  fiur  the  ereotton  of  forts, 
all  which  were  with  saoh  ahwrity  complied 
with  as  to  caase  expressions  of  piUtifioa^ioii,  not 
only  from  the  Ck>mmodore,  bat  from  the  Seere- 
tary  (tf  the  Kavy  himselt 

On  the  1st  of  Jnly,  1814,  the  Governor  of 
Massaohaaetts  gave  order*  to  Mf^Jor-GeDeral 
King,  that,  whenever  i4}pI{cation  should  be 
made  hy  an  aothorized  officer  of  the  United 
States,  commanding  any  of  the  forts  of  the 
Unitod  States,  for  aid  to  defend  them  aga^t  the 
approach  of  an  enemy,  he  shonld  comply  with 
the  reqaeat}  and  fonilsh  the  nomber  c»  m«n 
desired. 

I  have  thnB  far  cmfined  myaelf  to  tiie  tniu- 
actiona  of  the  war,  and  the  droanutances  at- 
tendant npon  the  services  for  which  compensa- 
tion is  clfumed.  Since  that  time,  the  Govem- 
ment  of  Massachusetts  have  nneqnivoc^y 
renoanced  tiiose  erroneoos  doctrines  which  are 
now  nrged  as  so  formidable  an  objection  to 
this  bill.  Here  I  wish  not  to  be  misnnderstood. 
I  do  not  contend  that  this  renonciation  gives 
any  new  merits  to  the  claim.  It  most  make 
its  way  by  its  own  origin^  strengtii.  But  the 
disavowal  removes  an  obstmction  presented  to 
the  progress  of  the  chum.  It  is  objected,  that 
yon  wUT  jeopardize  the  sound  constniction  of 
the  oonBatatitMi.  But  those  enoneons  exposi- 
tions having  been  expressly  renounced  by  the 
State  which  advanced  them,  if  yon  allow  the 
claim  after  and  npon  such  renunciation,  yon 
thereby  sanction  the  dwavowal,  and  repudiate 
those  doctrinesL  The  otjectifm  ia  thus  eSbot- 
nally  obviated. 

The  principles  ot  this  bill  are  most  safe  for 
the  National  Treasury :  for,  however  great  may 
hare  been  the  expenditures  of  Kassachusetts, 
no  more  can  be  pi^d  to  her  than  it  must  have 
cost  the  United  States  to  have  provided  for  her 
defence.  On  the  other  hand,  if  her  measures 
were  more  eoraomieal  than  those  of  the  United 
States,  yon  derive  the  whole  benefit  of  that 
eoouHny ;  and,  in  pcdnt  of  Act,  if  tibe  forty-one 
companies,  called  for  hy  General  Dearborn,  had 
been  in  service  during  the  two  years  that  the 
law  of  1612  continued  in  force,  it  would  have 
cost  the  United  States  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars,  and  probably  more  than  the  whole 
existing  clMm.  The  citizens  of  Massachusetts 
andMwiemayhave  suffered  by  that  r^osal,  their 
defence  not  being  adequately  provided  for ;  but 
it  will  be  an  immense  benefit  to  the  National 
Treasury,  even  when  the  whole  demand  of  Maa- 
oaehnaetts,  with  interest,  aliali  be  idlowed. 

I  am  constrained,  sir,  to  acknowledge  tiiat  I 
eame  to  this  inqniiy  with  prepoflsesnons  ag^nst 
the  clum;  bat  cueftd  inveatljntion  has  con- 
Tinced  me  of  its  jostice ;  and  X  cannot  doubt, 
tliat  every  gentleman  who  wiU  ^ve  to  the  sub- 
ject a  tiiorough  examination,  will  come  to  the 
same  result.  This  conviotion  is  strengthened 
by  the  fiMit,  Oat  eveiy  onmmitlee  to  whom  it 
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has  been  referred,  and  there  have  beea  not  less 
than  three,  have  reported  iafavorof  the  dum; 
and  the  late  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  who, 
of  all  men  in  the  National  Government,  hod  the 
beet  means  of  understanding  it,  and  certainly  had 
no  reason  to  be  nnduly  biassed  in  its  favor,  ac- 
knowledged itajnstioe,  and,  by  repeated  messages 
to  Congress,  strondy  recommended  its  payment. 
I  hope,  thra,  that  it  will  not  be  thought  indeco- 
rous in  me  to  request  gentiemen  to  come  to  the 
consideration  of  this  subject  nnbiaaaed,  and  to 
discard  whatever  of  prejudice  the  excitement  of 
past  times  may  have  produced :  for,  prejudice 
nlently  and  secretly  wmds  its  subtile  and  ten- 
uous web  around  the  mind,  until  the  rays  of 
troth  are  utterly  excluded. 

All  the  eiTors  Haasaohusetts  hvre  been 
pwtnmd  in  sranbra  colm,  while  hxr  merita 
bave  been  passed  by  in  sOenoe.  Etw  hw 
early  snfferaiga,  witiiont  which  some  of  those 
who  are  now  ready  to  reproach  her,  would  never 
have  breatiied  the  air  or  lisped  the  accents  of 
freedom,  seems  to  be  almost  forgotten.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  delineate  her  diaracter;  it 
belongs  to  other  hands.  But  rince  all  who 
were  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  during  the  late 
war,  have  been  visited  by  indiscriminate  de- 
nunciations, I  trust  I  may  be  indulged  in  saying 
a  few  words  for  that  part  which  now  consd- 
tntes  my  own  State. 

Maine,  tir,  under  dl  her  sufMnga,liaabeai, 
at  all  times,  the  firm  and  undeviating  supporter 
of  the  oanse  of  our  country.  Althons^  a  great 
portion  of  her  citizens  were  dependent  upon 
commerce  for  their  very  subsistence,  yet,  during 
embargo,  restrictions,  and  war,  she  bdteld  her 
oMnmerce  annihilated,  her  wharves  and  her 
^ores  desolate;  her  ahips,  her  produce,  and 
her  storehouses  rotting  tc^ther,her  merchants 
mined,  her  mechanics  and  smlors  reduced  from 
competence  to  beggary,  and  misery  and  want 
sprrad  through  her  land — and  all  without  a 
murmurl  She  never  fiiltered  for  a  moment: 
bnt  remained  the  fearless  and  unwavoing  frima 
of  the  National  Government. 

During  the  war,  bordering  toe  more  than 
three  hundred  nules  npon  the  territories  of  the 
enemy,  and  with  nearly  the  same  extent  t>t 
maritime  frontier,  indented  with  innumerable 
bays  and  inlets,  studded  with  towns  and  vil- 
lages, with  millions  of  shipping  in  her  harbors, 
when  the  enemy  after  the  pacification  in  En- 
rope,  was  enabled  to  bring  his  immense  forces 
upon  her  shores,  and  was  waging  a  barbarous 
warfare,  ravaging  and  making  incnrnons  into 
her  territory,  when  dismay  went  before  him, 
and  desolation  followed  in  his  train,  she  was 
compelled  to  meet  and  stay  the  enemy  alOoe 
and  unassisted.  You  sent  not  a  soldier  to  her 
rdief :  ni^,  htr  own  hardy  aona,  who  had  xol~ 
nnteered  into  yonr  service,  were  not  penuitted 
to  renuun  to  defend  their  own  homes  and  their 
finnilies,  but  marched  away  to  the  frontim  of 
New  York^  fight  the  batuee  of  Chippewa  and 
Niagara.  Yes,  sir,  the  batUes  of  Chippewa  and 
Niagara  1  Who  otrnqtoaed  Qie  ninth  repmen^ 
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vlicb  had  just  been  mentioned  bj  the  genUenian 
from  UaflBachnaetta,  (Mr.  Dwiobt,)  and  which 
Ham  fought  Bncceisfdily  against  twice  their 
somben  of  Britiah  Teterani^  whilat  one-hftlf  of 
^ own nnmbw bad  ftUm  on  the  field?  That 
R^ment  was  nneqnalled  except  hj  tlie  twentr- 
fint.  Yes,  the  twenty-first  t  in  which  fongnt 
tboK,  whom  Ripley  first  led  from  Uie  stnbboni 
sihI  of  Maine ;  which,  when  the  fiite  of  the  bat- 
tle of  ITiagara  stood  snspended,  or  raUier,  when 
it  was  almost  decided  against  yon,  tnmed  the 
tide  of  war,  by  a  movement  so  desperate,  iha.t 
the  ctsnmanding  general  had  not  even  thonght  of 
proposing  it  to  any.  Bat  Ripley  knew  his  men, 
ana  by  hu  order,  nnder  the  gallant  Miller,  they 
ascended  an  aninenoe  oommanded  by  all  the 
enemy's  artillefy,  and  in  flie  fiiU  Uaze  of  their 
eamioiL  contlnned  to  adTinoe,  until  th^  cnt 
down  ue  artUkrists  at  thdr  pieces,  and  drove 
the  infantry  from  the  position.    The  British 
ooramaoder,  stong  to  madness  by  this  nnex- 
pected  defeat,  bronght,  in  tbree  snoceaeive 
charges,  fresh  and  r^onbled  foroes,  to  retake 
the  groond.  The  conflict  was  man  to  man,  and 
bayonet  to  bayonet — the  ct^mbatants  were  com- 
mingled-~the  enemy  was  beaten.   It  was  a 
contest  which,  for  obstinate  and  desperate 
Talor,  was  nneqnalled,  npon  land,  dnring  the 
whole  war;   and  Uie  twen^-first  r^mient 
aCanda  mirivalled.  And  what  return  has  Maine 
nouTed!  Nedeot  then,  and  contmnely  now. 
At  thfl  dose  of  the  war,  almost  all  the  offiom 
and  icddiers  from  Hame  and  Masaaohnsetts 
were  coldly  tmiied  out  of  your  service.  Those 
who  had  been  "  first  In  the  fight "  found  no 
room  "at  the  feast.''   Vhile  clonda  lowered 
around  us,  and  the  tempest  raged,  yon  called 
npon  them  to  protect  yoa  from  its  fury ;  but 
when  peace  had  returned,  and  all  was  Mr,  and 
calm,  and  safe,  their  stem  and  warlike  virtues 
eoold  be  dispensed  with.   Others  found  more 
favor  in  your  eyes;  perhaps  of  more  supple 
form  and  gayer  plumage.    I  could  proceed 
further  in  this  course  of  remark,  bat  I  am  nn- 
williug  to  do  so.   It  is  grating  to  my  feelings 
toberampelled  toBpeakof  my  ownBtate;  and 
I  dxtold  not  have  wme  so,  had  not  indiscrimi- 
Bate  censnre  been  ponred  forth  npon  a  people 
whose  fidelity  and  patriotism  have  been  always 
CDntpicnoos,  in  spite  of  privation,  and  danger, 
lod  neglect,  and  injuiy.   Mmne  has  done  her 
doty  to  the  utmost ;  but  she  has  not,  like  some 
others,  tmnipeted  her  merits.    She  seeks  no 
nwarda.   She  asks  no  favors.   She  demands 
<HtIy  eqoal  and  impartial  justice.   And  I  am 
coalldent  that  justice  will  not  be  withheld.  Its 
nercise  is  enjoined  upon  you  by  every  consid- 
ention  of  mwat  ri^t  and  pxditacal  expediency. 
Whilat  despots  are  laboring  and  combining  to 
|np  iqp  tbdr  iron  thrones,  it  is  our  high  duty 
to  straigth«t  and  perpetoate  fmr  own  Institu- 
tioBi^  as  the  best  service  we  can  render  to  onr- 
sdres  and  to  mankind.   To  this  end,  we  must 
on  aD  occasions  seek  to  cement  our  Union,  to 
hiai  together  all  the  parts  in  the  bonds  of  mu- 
toil  interest  mutoal  orafidenoe,  and  mutual  af- 


[H.  OF  R. 

feoUon.  One  deliberate  act  of  palpable  i^jns- 
tice  to  a  St^  may  chill  the  warm  ourroit  of 
patriotinn,  and  engender  distrust  and  resent- 
ment To  adopt  the  principles  which  have 
been  advanced  in  tbis  debate ;  to  punish,  stig- 
matize, and  degrade  a  State,  for  errors  of  opin- 
ion, must  be  fdt  not  only  as  an  injury,  but  as 
an  insalt.  The  wounded  spirit  will  raime  from 

Sneration  to  generation.  If  yon  compel  the 
thers  to  eat  sour  grupes,  the  children's  teeth 
will  be  set  on  edge.  Reject,  then,  this  novel 
this  alarming  doctrine.  I^ant  not  a  root  of 
bitterness,  which  may  spring  ap,  and  rise,  and 
expand,  ontil  it  covers  aad  wkena  all  tiiis  fair 
land. 


UoiTOAT,  April  10. 
SeU^  to  liorida  Inditrn*. 
On  motion  oS  Mr.  Oookk,  the  ordeta  of  the 
day  were  postponed,  in  order  to  take  up  the 
biU  for  the  relief  of  the  Florida  Indians,  and  the 
Hoose  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
LiwBBiroK,  of  Pa.,  in  tbe  chair,  on  that  btU. 

Mr.  OooKB  (Oburman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Afiairs)  fi^d,  that  before  the  Honse  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Bul^ect  of  the  Panama  Mission, 
(which,  he  presumed,  would  be  taken  up  pres- 
ently,) he  would  ask  that  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Florida  Indiana  might  be  ctm^dered — it 
woald  occupy  bnt  a  short  time,  and  the  oeces- 
ritr tbr paBung it waa presdng.  Apartoftheaa 
Indians  beiiw  in  a  state  ci  actual  starvatUm, 
and  eonmiitting,  tcom  the  pressore  of  want,  dep- 
redations on  tne  white  popnlation  in  all  direo- 
tions  aroand  them ;  if  any  thing  was  to  be  done 
for  their  relief,  humanity  dictated  that  it  should 
be  done  with  as  little  delay  as  posrible. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  said  he  understood  the  oUeot  of 
the  bill,  as  avowed  by  the  committee  that  re- 
ported it,  to  be,  to  aSbtd  immediate  relief  to 
the  Seminole  ludfans  now  on  the  Peninsula  of 
Florida,  who  are  represented  as  in  a  starving 
otmdition.  He  was  not  aware  that  it  had  ever 
been  the  policy  ct  this  GoTamment  to  support 
those  tribes  of  Indians  who^  by  indtdenoe  or 
oardessnesa^  were  redooed  to  distrea;  bnt  tbia 
is  a  different  case;  these  Indians  have  been  re- 
moved, nnder  treaty  stipulations,  from  the  good 
lands  in  Florida  to  the  barren  lands  of  the  pen- 
insnla,  and  left  there  to  famiah.  By  the  trea^, 
if  the  lands  on  the  peninsula  shall  prove  to  be 
bad  and  insufficient  to  snstain  these  people,  we 
are  to  set  apart  other  lands  in  Florida,  sofficient 
for  that  purpose.  He  sidd  we  are  bonnd,  by 
every  principle  of  humanly  and  justice,  tu  fur- 
nish supplies  to  them,  until  we  ascertain  what 
land  is  to  be  set  apart  to  them  according  to  oar 
COD  tract.  He  was  willing  to  appropriate  money 
snffident  for  that  purpose :  but  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go  fbrther.  The  bill  proposed  an  ap- 
propriation for  that  purpose,  and  also  topavtae 
eayteriM  iff  rmoving  the  Indians  toM<  ^  tUs 
MistiMifjn,  He  knew  of  no  treaty  stipnutiona 
to  remove  these  Indians  weat  of  the  Musissippi, 
nor  of  their  oonseating  to  sncAi  removal,  nor 
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ooqM  be  peroeiTe  the  neoeawry  ocnneotioii  be* 
twoca  Booh  remonl  and  tb^  present  sobaiat* 
ence.  Tlie  oominittee  had  not  explained  the 
connection.  The  qaeation  of  colonizing  the  In- 
dians in  the  Western  oonntry,  he  sud,  was  one 
of  great  importance,  and  was  before  the  House 
in  a  distinct  8luif>e.  He  wished  to  act  on  that 
subject  directly,  it  would  excite  discussion,  and 
be  wartnlj  opposed :  ibr  himself  he  arowM  his 
opposition  t^>  the  whole  scheme.  He  was  un- 
willing to  legislate  indirectijr  upon  ao  important 
a  qoestioa,  to  oomtnit  the  House,  bat  he  uion^t 
thej  should  be  kept  separate — they  were  im- 
proper! j  blended  together.  He  hoped  the  amend- 
ment proposed  bjr  ma  ooUeagne  would  prevnUl. 

Kr.  Hatdht  wished  the  nun  in  the  bill  to  be 
reduced  from  fifty  thousand  doUara  to  twenty- 
five  thooaaod  doUars;  when,  on  motion  of  Ur. 
ICcLuir,  of  Ohio,  the  bill  was  Ud  on  the  table 
— ^eaSe. 

Mmion  to  Panama. 

The  House  baring  again  resumed  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Foreign  Belationa,  approving  the  Miadon  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proposing  a 
qnalificatioD  to  the  general  exjHvasion  of  appro- 
bation therec^  ICr.  HaioLioir  addreasea  the 
committee  aa  foUowa : 

I  undertake  to  aflBrm,  and  to  prore  aa  well  as 
afSrm,  that,  if  there  has  been  any  nnreaaonable 
delay  in  the  decision  of  this  measure  before  the 
Senate,  it  is  chargeable  to  the  coarse  pursued  by 
the  Executive  himself;  and,  if  there  has  been 
any  party  excitement,  it  has  been  both  first  felt 
and  provoked  by  the  AdministraUon  and  its 
fi-iends.  These  pontions  will  be  best  sustained 
by  a  brief  narative,  ai  ovo,  of  the  oironmstances 
incident  to  tbia  meaeore,  from  the  moment  ihe 
invitation  waa  tendered  to  this  Qovernment  to 
aend  Jfiaiaten  vr  Bapresentativee  to  Panama, 
(call  tbem  what  yon  will,)  down  to  the  period 
when  the  Preaident  tboogbt  fit  to  transmit  his 
memorable  Uenage  to  this  Honae,  asking  for  an 
appropriation  to  carry  the  porposea  of  £e  mis- 
sion into  eSdot, 

I  shall,  in  thia  narrative,  appeal  to  do  other 
source  than  to  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  dooa- 
ments  published  by  the  aothority  of  the  Senate, 
which  have  been  lud  on  our  tables,  and,  there- 
fore, are  now  a  part  of  the  rsf  ^«ta  of  this 
whole  sul»eoL 

It  will  be  reoollected,  that,  although  verbal 
conferences  were  held  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
with  the  Hiniaters  of  Owombia  and  Mexico,  at 
the  Dapwtment<tf  State^  daring  Uie  last  Sprbg^ 
it  was  (m  the  Sd  of  Kovetober  that  ib,  Bahzar 
and  Hr.  Obregoo,  the  Plenipotentiariea  fhmi 
these  powers  gave  a  writtMi  invitation  to  onr 
Government  to  unite  in  the  deliberations  at  the 
Isthmus.  It  waa  on  the  SOth  of  November, 
nearly  one  month  after,  before  this  invitatioit 
was  accepted^  notwithstanding  thepredous  and 
exigent  relation  which  it  is  alleged  to  bear  to 
our  interests.  Tbis  was  abont  six  days  prior  to 
the  meetiiiig  of  Ooogreaa,  wlien  the  Preaident 


infbnns  the  South  Amerloan  ICnisteis  ''thBt^ 
should  Seoato  of  the  United  States^  now  ex- 
pected to  assemble  in  a  few^dt^  give  thnr  ad- 
vice and  ooosoit  that  oommisuoneta  wotdd  be 
sent,*'  ico.  Now  here  was  delay,  and  sooie- 
thiuff  worse.  If  thfi  President  had  ainoerdyde- 
nred  to  avail  himralf  of  the  advict,  and  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  eontmt  of  the  Soiate,  aa  It  was 
to  assemble  in  five  or  six  days,  would  he  have 
embarrassed  this  bodv  by  a  preliminary  aooept- 
anoe,  however  qualified  ?  Would  he  not  have 
presented  the  meaanre,  as  bia  predeoesscM' did 
the  qnestion  of  the  recognition  of  the  indepnid- 
enoe  of  the  South  Am^caa  Republic^  free 
frmn  all  commitment  whatsoevert  But  fbr  the 
{Hwent,  let  this  paa^ 

On  the  meeting  of  OongreaSi  the  only  notioe 
which  the  Enrativa  Uionght  proper  to  take  of 
this  mission,  was  very  uDceremoniously  to  in- 
fbna  US,  that  the  Invitation  given  to  this  Oov- 
emment  to  become  partiea  to  the  Congrees  had 
been  accepted,  and  that  Ministbrs  would  be 
oommi^oned  to  take  part  in  those  deliber- 
ations." There  was  aomething  even  here  ao  ex- 
traordinary in  the  phraseolc^  employed,  that 
this  part  of  the  Kesaage  was  the  f^DitfU  occa- 
sion of  much  verbal  critidBm,  and  ooriona  speo- 
ulation,  aa  to  the  anumnt  of  ooiatitnticmal 
poww  which  tiia  Preddent  seemed  disposed  to 
assert  fbr  himself.  Nor  waa  the  import  of  tUs 
donbtfol  assnmption  ftally  explaineo,  until  the 
Preddent'a  confidential  Mesaage  of  the  S6th  oi 
December,  to  the  Senate,  revealed  the  astound- 
ing &ot,  that  the  power  of  aending  Ministers  to 
this  Congress,  wiuiout  the  intervention  or  sanc- 
tion of  the  Senate,  waa  declared  to  be  within 
tbe  MHistitutional  competency  of  the  Executive.^ 

Hr.  Hucu-TON  Bud  he  wonld  not  break  the 
continuity  of  his  narrative  by  stopping  to  argue 
this  unexpected  and  untenable  dogma.  He 
would  content  himself  by  remarking,  tiiat  the 
Preadent,  in  tiie  abstract  exteorion  of  his  pow- 
era,  seemed  to  have  overlooked  entirely  the  dis- 
tinetitm  between  Ulnistws  or  nenipotontiariet 
under  the  oonatitatkm,  endowed  with  the  exer- 
otoe  of  cotain  pftfogativea,  and  mere  agents 
appointed  to  collect  information.  It  is  sufficioit 
for  present  purposes,  however,  to  say,  that  it  ia 
by  no  means  improbable,  that^  from  the  6th  to 
to  the  20th  December,  it  was  one  of  the  points 
of  political  caeoistry  and  constitutional  doctrine, 
most  aiudonsly  mooted  in  the  cabinet,  to  decide 
whether  any  appeal  was  at  all  necessary  to  an 
assembly  likely  to  prove  ao  stubborn  and  so  dis* 
loyal  aa  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  But 
ao  it  is,  that,  tos  twenty  d^ra,  this  rneamre  waa 
deiigred  bj  the  Executive  in  his  own  hands; 
and,  at  loigtii,  on  ^  20th,  his  Ibaanm  waa 
transmitted  to  tlie  Senate,  accompanied,  liter- 
ally, by  no  MitAmtic  if^mnation,  aatisfocturily 
defining  the  character,  specifying  the  objects, 
and  utuoldfaig  tlie  advutagea  likely  to  ensue 
from  our  un^ng  In  the  deliberations  of  Uiis 
South  American  Congress. 

All  the  documents  which  accompanied  tliis 
HeaHge  at  diat  time^  wtn  the  letters  of  the 
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Vlnisten  of  Oolombio,  Mezioo,  and  Central 
America,  glrin^  tho  invitatioii,  and  titese  Dot  in 
uy  degree  aatuMng  those  prahDlnarjr  oradi- 
tiont  which  the  PreeideQt  himself  had  alleged 
were  neoeasary  to  ita  aooeptanee. 

On  the  ith  of  Jannarjr,  immediately  on  the 
tenninaiioQ  of  the  holidays,  ^e  Bwatetook  the 
snbject  op,  with  every  appwent  desire  to  glre  it 
a  piDinpt  ooo^deration.  Aocorduigly,  it  vonld 
seem  from  their  Jonroala.  that,  on  Uiat  day,  a 
resoIntioD  was  passed,  calling  on  the  'Exeeative 
for  oopiea  of  the  oonveationBoondnded  between 
ICexioo  and  the  diflerent  Soath  American  Re- 
poblica,  with  each  other,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed assembly  at  the  Isthmos,  and,  likewise, 
for  such  other  information  as  might  be  in  the 
poaacaafan  of  the  Prerident  tending  to  abow 
th«  character  and  obiect  of  the  Oonpeaa. 

To  this  call  the  Preddent  did  not  reapond 
until  the  Ml  of  Jannaiy;  he  then  awt  iSn  oon- 
T«iitioDs  rnraired,  and  a  aeries  of  lettwa  from 
ICr.  Clay  to  Mr.  lOddleton,  from  the  latter  to 
tbe  former,  and  a  correapondenoe  between  the 
Department  of  State  and  Mr.  Poinsett,  with 
saodn-  letters  from  Mr.  Foinaett  to  the  Mezican, 
as  w^  as  to  his  own  GoTemment. 

The  committee  will  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
eoDTentions  which  were  then,  for  first  time, 
OMnmnnieated,  contun  the  only  aatheotio  ex- 
pontion  of  the  nnderstanding  of  the  real  parties, 
of  the  ol^eots  of  the'  oontem|dated  Congress. 
Tet  the  Pnddent  wished  dnomly,  freely,  and 
foUy,  to  oonsnlt  with  the  Senate  I 

Bnt  this  ia  not  all.  In  the  aeriea  of  l^^tera 
eouumutieated,  those  to  and  fhmi  Mr.  jffiddl»- 
toQ  were  calculated  to  produce  an  impression  on 
the  Senate,  that  a  paci&cation  between  Spain 
and  her  once  American  colonies  was  a  probable 
event.  Ko  impression  was  certainly  better  cal- 
colsted  to  remoTO  all  ol^Jections  to  the  mission 
than  thii^  because  onr  neatrality,  in  such  a  con- 
tingmcy,  conld  not,  in  any  degree,  be  implicated 
or  ioTolred,  by  bein^  parties  to  the  Gongreea. 
Tbs  Senate  was  permitted  to  remain  under  this 
impremoD  until  the  80th  of  Janaary,  when  a 
MdoUon  was  offered  in  that  body,  calling  on 
dH  Pnridoit  for  tbe  corremondenoe  between 
ear  Minister  in  Spain  (Mr.  Everett)  with  Us 
own  and  tbatGoremmeaL  This  call  extracted 
tbilelta-  €lt  Mr.  Everett,  which  oontained  the 
direct  and  positive  information  that  there  ex- 
itted  no  probahili^  of  tbe  King  of  Spun's  ao- 
btowledgiiu  tlie  independence  of  hia  former 
American  dominions;  and  that,  without  any 
ether  rcsooroea  than  those  of  hope  and  religious 
(lith,  he  stood  immovably  on  bis  right. 
Here,  to  use  the  mildest  term,  was  kepi  back, 
extorted  by  an  explicit  call,  information  of 
the  iDost  mat0rial  character.  The  itself 
VIS  well  fitted  to  jwodnce  not  only  delay,  bnt 
tennt  oo  the  part  of  the  Soiate. 

U  waa  at  this  tbe  friend  of  the  Admio- 
Itntioo,  both  here  and  in  their  lUthftil  printa 
at  a  dinaiioes  opened  in  tbe  loudest  note  of  de- 
nndittoD  againat  a  fyctUm  del^  on  tbe  part 
d  that  body.    It  wul  be  reooUaoted  (hat  the 
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Senate  were  seemio^y  even  threatened  with  an 
appeal  to  this  House,  by  thet^umphantpaasaga 
of  a  resolution  which  I  had  l^  ou  the  tabUk 
which  waaapi^ied  to  ajporpoae  diflbrent  indeed 
from  the  olgeot  for  whioh  it  waa  <niginally  de- 
rigned.  Immediatdy  after  this  meaaore,  whidi 
was  zealona^  preesed  by  tbe  friends  <rf  tbe 
ministratlcHi,  me  Senate,  dedrons,  as  we  may 
infer,  as  a  strict  matter  of  r^t,  should  the 
Preaident  make  his  ^'^actievM  "  appeal  to  the 
people,  through  this  House,  that  their  own  Jn»' 
tification  might  accompany  it,  passed  the  folww- 
ing  reeolve  on  the  16th  February : 

*■  Rexlvtd,  That  the  Preddeat  be  reapectftallj  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Senate  whether  such  objeotiim 
exists  to  the  pabllcsUon  of  the  doeaments  com> 
mnoiemted  by  the  Ezecntire,  or  eny  por^on  of 
them;  and,  u  so,  to  specify  the  parts,  tbe  poUici^ 
tkw  cf  iriuoh  weold,  xte  that  reason,  tw  oljecdoi^ 
aUa." 

To  tUs  reroeotftal  applloatton  Uim'  reodved 
the  caustic  rebuke  oontained  in  tiie  ne^ilentfB 
reply  of  the  17th,  in  whioh  he  says — 

"  Believing  that  the  eatabPshed  usage  of  free  eon- 
fldentisl  communications  between  the  Execntiva 
snd  the  Senate  ought,  for  the  pubUc  Interest,  to  be 
preserved  unimps&ed,  I  deem  It  my  indispensable 
duty  to  leave  to  tbe  Senate  Itself  the  decision  of  a 
qu^on,  invtdvinc  a  departure,  bltberto,  so  iar  as  I 
am  btfonned,  wiwoot  example,  from  that  usags^ 
and  upon  the  motivei  for  which,  not  being  informed 
of  tiHm,  I  do  not  Ibal  nyadf  oorapeteBt  to  dedda.* 

Now,  mark  tin  aeqneL  When  the  mlasloa 
was  finally  passed  in  the  Senate,  by  a  alendor 
majority  oS  five  votes,  the  President  transmitted 
with  his  Message  of  the  17th  Marob,  to  tbia 
House — to  his  iuthful  Commons — doonmenta 
of  the  very  same  import,  the  publication  of 
which  he  bad  prohibited  to  tiiat  disloyal  body, 
whioh  had  presumed  to  qnestion  the  wisdom  of 
his  measure.  From  this  fact  but  one  inference 
is  to  be  deuced :  that  this  party  manmuvre  <^ 
the  Executive  was  for  the  pnrpoae  of  obtuning 
the  first  word  with  the  people,  through  the 
medium  of  an  imposing  appeal  heralded  by  thia 
House,  whilst  those  whom  he  had  aaaaUed 
dionld  be  quietiy  locked  up  "undsr  £l««t(aft- 
liJud  uaoffe  tffj^ee  and  eor^fidentidl  eonmuni^ 
ctUiont  hettoetn  the  Exteutivt  and  th«  Senata.^ 

Let  these  facta,  t^en,  determine  on  whom  the 
charm  of  unreasonable  delay  and  party  efibrt^ 
in  ruatim  to  this  mtarion,  moat  properly  be- 
lonjgs. 

Taenext  proposition,  which  the  President  la- 
bore  with  a  zeal  not  indeied  disproportioned  to  the 
difficulty  of  his  task,  is  to  prove  that  our  miit- 
ing  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Congress  at  Pan- 
ama, does  not  necessarily  import  an  alliance 
with  the  powers  there  to  be  assembled.  He 
was  fully  aware  that  the  language  held  by  the 
Secrete^  of  State  to  Ministers,  w«kt  the  whole 
length  of  establishing  such  an  alliance,  (exirt- 
ing  note,  in  point  of  Act,  a»  frr  as  the  power 
and  f^th  of  the  Executive  can  give  it  anthor- 
ity  and  sanction,)  and  that,  therefore,  thia  was 
a  pdnt  on  whioh  all  the  faigeoaHiy  ortho  spe- 
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<ual  pleading  of  diplomacy  wu  required.  I 
Baid,  an  allianoe  now  exirta,  in  pc^t  of  fiust. 
Yes,  sir,  I  aver  it  That  Is  to  wy,  if  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  tiie  oonntry  has  the  ocmstitational 
power  to  oondnde  meh  a  ocmvention,  without 
the  lanotion  of  the  Oongreaa  of  the  United 
SUtea.  Bat,  thank  Ood,  he  has  not  The 
ftct,  neverthelea^  diows  how  dangeronaly  he 
has  pawned  the  good  faith  of  the  country,  to 
redeem  or  sanction  which,  depend  npon  it^ 
forms  the  primary  motive  with  the  Adminis- 
tration, that  oar  assent  should  be  obtained  to 
this  extraordinary  misritm.  Now  for  tiie  fact. 
The  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  Message 
of  December,  1828,  is  made  the  baaia  of  ibis 
wood  alliance,  in  virtae  of  which  the  Presi- 
dent <m  hia  own  antiuni^,  haa  thought  proper 
to  nuke  certain  deolaratMy  engagementa  mih 
the  Bonth  American  powers,  to  give  to  which 
ibe  forms  of  a  solemn  leagae  is,  iHthont  doubt, 
the  chief  indaoemeota  with  those  Statea,  that 
we  shooM  go  into  the  Congress  at  Panama. 
This  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe  (which  has 
been  most  ODjastifiably  termed  by  the  Admin- 
istration a  pledge,  and,  by  theu-  aabseqneot 
oommentaries  on  it,  converted  into  one)  is  the 
mere  avowal  of  an  opinion — ^neither  importing, 
towards  others,  an  obligation,  nor  even  to  onr- 
aelves.  What  is  it  I  Why,  sir,  a  declaration 
tiiat  "  we  owe  it  to  candor,  and  to  the  anueap 
Ue  relationa  aabaiating  between  the  United 
Btatea  and  thoae  povera  (Enropean)  to  deolu«, 
that  we  ahoidd  omrider  any  attempt  to  extend 
thMr  system  to  any  portion  of  this  nemirohere, 
•s_  dai^ieroofl  to  oar  peace,  onr  safety."  (hi 
this  amrmation  of  an  opinion,  the  present  Ad- 
ministration Ikave  not  only  made  it  the  ba^  of 
oar  negotiations  with  the  South  Ajnerican  Re- 
pablics,  bat  as  a  leading  oonuderatioQ  by  which 
valoable  treabr  equivalents  and  oonceasions  are 
to  be  obtained.  The  construction  they  put  on 
this  declaration  in  these  negotiations,  ii^  that, 
If  any  Enropeui  power  should  attempt  a  colo- 
nizatKHi  of  any  portion  the  continent  of 
America,  or  take  part  with  Spain  in  the  om- 
teat  between  her  and  her  fininer  ccdonies— in 
ttiat  evMit,  we  are  to  become  their  alliea,  and 
bear  the  brunt  of  the  contest.  Heed  I  appeal 
to  the  authority  which  was  ^ven  to  Mr.  Puin- 
aett  to  hold  this  language,  by  its  subsequent  en- 
tire sanction  by  the  Administration,  to  show, 
oonoloBively,  that  this  alliance,  quoacL,  does  ex- 
ist, as  &r  as  the  President  has  authority  to 
make  it  ?  Keed  I  refer  to  the  documents  to 
demonstrate,  that,  as  a  legitimate  consequence 
of  this  declaration,  expresuy  quoted,  the  Presi- 
dent has  also  entered  into  a  conventional  fi- 
ance with  the  Sooth  American  Statea,  to  pre- 
sent the  traniliNr  or  conquest  of  Oaba  and  Por- 
to Rico  to  any  Enn^ean  poorer!  Bat,  sir, 
when  the  Senate,  by  the  aocnmnlalion  of  all 
tiieae  alarming  ciroamstanoea,  were  aide  to  ea- 
taUiah  the  fact,  in  tfadr  diaooariona,  that  the 
(mly  purpose  for  which  we  were  wanted  at 
Panama,  by  the  South  American  Statea,  waa, 
vnder  the  plea  "<tf  maUng  afibctoalthe  mem-  j 


orable  pledge  of  the  late  Preudent,"  to  indiuo 
na  to  ^ve  the  parchment  and  wax  to  tbia 
league,  (dfonuve  and  defensive ;  the  Predtoit 
oonTinced  of  this  deploraUe  cmnmitment,  and 
aware  (rf  Ods  Memma,  In  maldng  liis  appear- 
anoe  in  onr  House  on  this  topic,  made  txuAi  a 
qualification  the  whole  matter,  as  suited  the 
exigency  of  the  aigument,  but  which,  at  the 
same  time,  was  in  mrect  (^position  to  the  wcA- 
emn  engagements  he  had  authorized  oar  Min- 
ister to  make.  And,  after  (as  the  documents 
disclose)  he  has  authorized  his  Minister  to  use 
Mr.  Monroe's  declaration  aa  a  pledge,  amount- 
ing to  the  essence  of  a  treaty  of  alliance,  4^en- 
dve  and  defennve,  he  a^s  to  us,  that  "  should 
it  l>e  deemed  adviaaUe  to  contract  any  conven- 
tiozial  engagement  on  this  topic,  our  views 
would  e]rt^  no  ftuther  than  to  a  rnntoal 
pledge  of  the  partiea  to  Ihe  compact,  to  mdn- 
tun  the  principle  in  appUcation  to  iu  mm  Ur- 
tUotv.  and  to  permit  no  colonial  lodgemetUt  or 
establishment  of  European  jnrisdietion  upon  itt 
own  »oiX;  and,  with  reK>ect  to  the  obtroMve 
interference  from  abroad,  if  its  Ibture  charac- 
ter may  be  inferred  from  that  vMch  has  been, 
and,  perhaps,  is,  exercised  in  more  than 
one  of  the  new  States,  a.  joint  declaration  qf  \t» 
eharaeter^  and  exposure  of  it  to  the  worid,  may  1>e, 
probably,  all  that  the  occasion  would  require.'' 

From  thia  language,  it  now  oppeara,  that  we 
are  to  go  to  Panama,  for  the  purpose  ot  mak- 
ing a  dedamticn,  that,  "in  t^^UeaHtn  ta  oar 
own  territory,  we  will  penult  no  oolonizatioii, 
on  the  part  of  any  foreign  power. To  what 
contempt  will  tHs  miserable  retreat,  after  our 
bluHterlng,  subject  ua,  not  only  in  the  opinitm 
oS  the  South  American  Republics,  but  m  the 
eyes  of  aU  Europe  I  to  say  nothing  of  the  hu- 
miliating aspect  which  it  presents  of  our  entei^ 
ing  into  "a  Joint  declaration"  with  other 
Stat^  that  our  territory  shall  not  be  violated, 
oar  ri^ts  assdled,  or  honor  invaded,  by  a  for-  ' 
eign  powtf.  Iliis,  sir,  ia  equally  honorable, 
and  predsely  analogous,  to  a  man's  entering  into  , 
a  J(dntbond,  with  good  and  sufBcient  aecuritiei^ 
not  to  be  taahi  and  kicked  with  impunity. 

The  next  topics  which  ddm  the  notice  of  I 
the  Prendent,  m  his  Message  to  this  House,  are 
those  which  most  excite  an  eq>ecial  interest  j 
with  such  of  US,  Ur.  Ohairman,  aa  represent  a 
certain  portion  of  our  common  Union  on  this  j 
floor — a  section  with  which  I  am  content  aiu]  | 
prond  to  sink  or  swim.   I  allude,  sir,  to  what 
he  is  pleased  to  say  in  regard  to  the  slab's 
trade;  our  relations,  present  or  prospective,  ' 
with  Hayti ;  and  our  policy  in  rc^rd  to  the 
idands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Bico.   On  the  first 
of  these  sattjecta  he  Informa  ua : 

"  A  concert  of  measures,  baring  refercuoe  to  the 
more  eflbctoat  abc^Uon  of  the  Ainoan  aUve  tndt, 
and  the  conrideratkm  of  the  light  in  whicfa  the  pe- 
litical  eondiUon  of  the  island  of  Hayti  is  to  be  re- 
nrded,  are  also  amoiw  the  sntgects  mentioned  by 
toe  IGolster  from  the  BspnbUe  of  ColomUa,  as  be* 
Ueved  to  be  sobaUe  for  ddiberation  at  thm  Coo- 
pwaa." 
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In  rafitranoe  to  the  first  point,  what  I  hxn 
to  iqr  dull  be  inolnded  in  ft  suglft  aoiteiioe. 
That  the  Prandent  has  been  a  renr  nnadvixed, 
or  ft  Tcrj  mdnstraeted  ipeetator  of  the  eTents 

C'  ig  under  his  own  official  agency,  if  he 
not  know  that,  on  the  tayeot  of  the  dave 
trade,  the  portion  which  the  United  States  has 
tikeo,  is  uie  reanlt  of  full  oonuderation  and 
advisement.  Pnblio  opinion,  ea stained  br 
legifllative  sanctions,  has  declared  that  we  will 
not  pemut  our  own  laws,  affecting  oar  own 
dtixeoB,  to  be  executed  hj  an  alien  power; 
and,  nmer  no  modifioaUon,  will  we  concede 
the  right  oi  search.  On  these  princiides,  we 
liare  nailed  onr  c^dara  to  Hm  mast.  Thea  why 
enter  Into  a  "  omoert  ctf  nuasnrei^"  whoi,  as 
&r  aa  we  are  onuMmedf  we  have  disdiarg«d 
an  the  oUigations  whloh  tM^trng  to  a  cdviUaed 
nation,  in  ^KiUshing  this  traffic — in  which  we 
have  practically  done  more  than  all  the  rest  of 
the  world  pat  traether.  That  the  to^o  is  un- 
saitable  "  for  deliberation,"  the  Preudent 
nnght,  ve  snppoae,  have  learnt,  from  the 
of  the  articles  m  the  treaUes  he  oonoloded  with 
Great  Britain  and  ColomUa,  the  rqeoUon  of 
which  only  snhjected  as  to  susptoion  and  re- 
proach. It  is  entirdiy  obrioaa,  that,  on  thia 
anlnect,  we  have  no  interest  which  invokea  va 
to  Panama. 

Bat  what,  hTj  does  he  s^,  ca  Hba  other  por- 
tentous thwM  I  As  tenons  as  the  readhig  of 
these  docnmentfl  may  be,  my  anxieties  are  too 
Wnly  excited  to  allow  me  to  mait  brinfpng  to 
your  view  the  strange  and  equivocal  language 
which  the  Execntive  holds  on  this  snbjeot,  after 
having  previously  declared  that  "  the  ^lit  in 
whicli  the  political " — mark  yon,  political— 
^  OMidition  of  Hayti  is  to  be  n^arded,"  wiU  be 
a  soitable  sabject  for  delibwation,  in  reference 
to  a  ooooNi  01  measnrea  betwem  the  E^ianish 
American  Bepni^ics  and  onrselvea.  Hear  what 
he  says: 

"  Wbetber  the  political  ooodlUoa  of  the  island  of 
Hsjti  ihftll  be  brought  at  all  into  discoaUon  ftt  the 
meeting,  mmj  be  m  queatioa  for  preliminftry  ftdvise- 
SKoL  There  are  in  Uie  political  coostitaaoQ  of 
OereiBDieBt,  of  that  paopte,  dieamstanees  iriileh 
ksve  Utherto  CorUdden  the  acknowiedraeBt  of 
d)«m,  by  the  Govemnient  of  the  UnitetlSlB^  ss 
lorcreigo  and  independent.  Additional  resaonsfor 
nthhotding  thftt  aclmowledgmeat,  have  recently 
been  seen,  in  their  Bcceptance  of  a  DOminftl  sover- 
ogs^,  by  the  grant  of  e  foreign  Prince,  under 
coaduioaseqaivueat  to  the  eoncmon  by  them,  of 
ttetarive  eomroerdftl  ftdvantages  to  one  nation, 
•dapted  altogether  to  the  state  of  coloalftl  vassalage, 
nA  retaining  little  of  independence  but  the  name. 
Ovr  Plenipotentiftrles  will  be  inatmcted  to  present 
vievfl  to  the  aaseoibly  at  Panama;  aodshoald 
they  not  be  eoncnrred  in,  to  decline  acceding  to 
inj  arrangement  which  may  be  proposed  opon  dif- 
itraat  pfineiplcs.** 

The  President  haa,  no  doubt,  thrown  tiie 
nbject,  in  the  form  in  which  he  has  thns  pre- 
smted  it  to  this  Honae,  after  the  mysticism  in 
Tfaich  it  was  vriled  to  the  Senate^  to  qoiet 
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the  flselings  ot  the  Sooth,  whioh  have  hem 
amribly  exdted,  by  the  uot  of  this  pronod- 
Iton,  and  by  the  laogoage  the  Oolomuan  Mii^ 
ister  has  em^yed  in  rwation  to  it  Bnt  I  ob- 
ject, tn  I«nsn«,  to  the  grounds  on  which  the 
President  pnts  oar  eventaal  aoqtdeeoenee  in  any 
oonsoltatioaB  on  this  topic,  as  founded  in  radi- 
cal and  perniciooB  error. 

In  the  first  plaoe,  onr  policy  may  he  oonnd- 
ered  as  fixed,  in  regard  to  our  relations  with 
the  island  of  Hqrn.  Sach  portions  of  the 
Union  as  have  an  interest  in  commercial  intw- 
ooorse  with  it,  may  eojoy  these  benefits ;  hot 
the  p<^t  I  consider  as  settled,  is,  that  we  have 
no  polidcol  or  diplomatio  relatitKU  with  its 
Govenunent;  and  that,  in  no  shape  whatao> 
ever,  shoald  we  aoknowiedfle  its  Ind^ndenoeu 
Thia  last  is  a  pi^t  of  sa<£  eminent  policy,  in 
relation  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  States  of  this  Union,  that  it  excites 
no  small  mii^vings^  to  find  that  the  President 
is  willing  to  go  into  a  foreign  Congress,  to  treat 
OD  this  vital  and  alarming  question  to  our  ae- 
enrity  and  repose,  even  ns  a  mattOT  of  "  pre> 
liminary  advisraient." 

Now,  let  ns  see  by  what  guards  the  Presi- 
dent pro^ses  to  protect  oar  interests.  He 
s^s :  "  Whether  the  political  condition  of 
Hayti  dull  be  bron^t  at  all  into  discusnon  at 
the  meeting;  may  be  a  qneatiui  fivwelimtnaiy 
advisement.'*  Now,  what  doea  Mr.  Salasar 
Bay?  "That  this  question  will  be  determined 
at  the  isthmos."  The  Fretident  says,  "  tiiat 
additional  reasons  for  withholding  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  t^eir  independence,  have  been  re- 
oently  seen,  in  their  aooeptanoe  of  a  nominal 
sovereigntrr,  by  tiie  grant  of  a  foreign  prince." 
Whereas,  Mr.  SaUzar  says :  "  The  descendanta 
of  this  portion  of  the  f^obe  (tiie  people  of 
Hayti)  have  snooeeded  in  fonnding  an  ind^ 
pendent  repnblio,  whose  Government  la  now 
recognised  by  Its  ancient  metropolis." 

So  far,  the  Colombian  Minister,  in  disclosing 
the  olfjeota  Ibr  which  we  shcmld  ao  into  the 
Congress  ot  Panama,  In  regard  to  this  sul||eot, 
is  at  points  with  oar  Exeontive. 

The  I^«rident,  however,  declares  that  onr 
Henipotentiaries  will  be  instructed  to  present 
these  views  to  the  Assonbly  at  Panama ;  and 
should  tiiey  not  he  ooneorred  in,  to  decline  war 
ceding  to  any  arrangement  which  may  be  pro- 
posed, on  difi'erent  principles.  What  views  t 
Why,  not  a  solona  protest  against  onr  concur- 
ring in  any  plan  of  ree(^ition  whatsoever: 
but  that,  as  Hayti  is  not  sufficiently  potent  and 
formidable,  from  an  entire  and  unequivocal 
recognition  of  its  independence,  on  the  part  of 
France,  this  recognition  should  be  temporarily 
withheld  by  us.  Now,  rir,  the  very  conttn- 
genoy  whldi  is  implied  man  the  Preddent^s 
own  words,  as  the  condition  ntceesary  fi^  our 
concurrence  in  any  arrangement  for  recogni- 
tion, is  the  one  most  alarming  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  the  South.  If  this  E^uhlio 
is  not  in  a  state  of  colonial  vassalage,  its  next 
best  condition,  for  oar  saM7,ia  one  of  **Mm» 
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Inal  Bovei^n^,  even  hj  the  grant  of  a  foreign 
prinoe."  But  uie  Colombian  2Gnister  invites 
OS  Into  the  Oougreaa,  enueady  to  estahliah 
"a  nidform  rule  of  ooufflio^"  in  regard  to 
tUa  idand. 

Thna  it  ia,  that  we,  who  have  a  aettled  and  ex- 
olniiTe  001107,  in  regard  to  this  island,  ar«  to  nnite 
in  the  deliberations  of  an  asMmblj  composed  of 
tbe  dBpotiea  of  RepaUios  which  have  ooUeagned 
wHh  all  colors  and  oomplexions,  in  the  con- 
anmmation  of  their  revointion;  on  a  nibject, 
too,  in  which  their  interest  is  at  variance  with 
oar  own,  and  in  which  they  can  hold  no  oom- 
mon  sympatfaiea  with  onrselTes.  Short^hted, 
indeed,  mnst  be  the  p(di«»',  or  nusdiieToas  the 
design,  of  this  pr^eot:  for,  if  we  aaaent,  in 
tbe  Congress  FanaiD%  to  »  reeogninm, 
howeror  qualified,  it  ahaces  tia  Bootii  to  Its 
centre ;  and  if  we  rrieot  the  proportion  for  the 
esti^lishment  oi  this  nniform  role,  involving 
this  recognition,  we  onij  exdte  the  hoatililgr  of 
Hayti,  and  the  Jeiloav  lind  diatnufc  of  tiioae 
with  whom  we  are  acting. 

The  next  advantage  on  which  the  Preddent 
dwells,  as  having  famished  an  nrgent  conaider- 
ation  for  his  acceptance  of  tbe  invitaticm  to 
Panama  is  the  probability  that  onr  coondls 
may  be  benefldally  exercised  in  that  assembly, 
in  secnring  in  peace  and  tranquillity  the  exist- 
ing state  ^  things  in  the  lahuiida  of  Onha  and 
Porto  Kioo. 

Sir,  this  is  a  matter  of  grave  moment,  deeply 
interesting  to  the  people  of  tUs  Union — ^partic- 
ularly 80  to  the  sonthem  portion  of  it.  But 
what  will  the  country  B«y,  when  the  documents 
accompanying  the  Prasident's  Message,  in  which 
he  aasnres  us  that,  at  the  Congress  In  question, 
"  all  onr  efforts  will  be  to  i>re8erTe  the  existans 
state  of  things  in  tranquillity,  at  Cuba  and 
Porto  Bico,"  clearly  prove  tibat  the  Oovern- 
ment  of  this  country  has,  bry  the  oontradiotions 
and  entanglements  of  their  diplomacy,  relin- 
quished every  pretext  for  interference,  by  snr- 
readeriiw  to  the  South  American  Bepublics 
the  whow  argummt,  by  which  alone  our  right 
to  interfere  eould  m  nutainedf  Hen  I  msh 
to  rely  upon  &cta,  not  upon  inferenoea.  Ihe 
committee  mast,  therefore,  excuse  my  tnmb- 
Bug  them  with  certain  highly  important  selec- 
tions from  the  documents.  And,  lest  I  should 
do  the  President  injustice,  let  me  ^ve  you 
what  he  says,  in  his  own  worda : 

"  The  condition  of  tbe  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico  is  of  deeper  import,  and  of  more  immediate 
betriog,  upon  the  preuDt  interests  and  fiitore  pros- 
pects of  our  CnioB.  The  correspoodence  herewith 
transmitted,  vUl  show  bow  eamratly  it  has  engsged 
the  attention  of  this  Government.  Tbe  invadon  of 
twtb  those  islands,  by  the  united  finves  of  Mexico 
and  Colombia,  is  avowedly  among  the  ot^ecta  to  be 
matured  by  the  belligerent  States,  at  Panama.  Tbe 
oonvulmons  to  whlcS,  from  the  peculiar  compodUon 
of  their  population,  they  would  be  liable,  in  the 
event  of  MKb  an  Invadon,  and  the  danger  tbere- 
ftvm  rasattfaig,  of  tbtir  Uling,  ultimately.  Into  the 
hands  of  some  European  power  other  uun  Bgtia^ 
will  aot  adndt  of  ow  lookutg  at  the  eoaseqiimces 


to  which  tbe  Congress  at  Panama  may  lead,  with 
In^tfenee.  It  Is  onnecesssry  to  wilaige  maa  this 
to^;  to  say  more,  than  that  all  oar  eflorts,  in 
rwierence  to  this  interest,  will  be  to  preeerre  tbe 
existing  state  of  things,  the  tranquillity  of  tbe 
iikoda,  and  the  peace  and  security  vi  thdr  inhabi- 
tants." 

The  oondurion  would  very  naturally  follow, 
from  these  declarations,  that  all  the  measures 
of  the  Administration  had  been  directed  to 
prevent  these  islands  from  falling  into  the  pos- 
session of  Mexico  or  Colombia,  or  both ;  that 
a  firm  protest  had  been  made  to  their  Kinisters 
here,  and  that  oar  Ministers  at  these  Republics 
had  been  instructed  to  deliver  an  equally  un- 
equivocal remonatnmee  ag^nst  their  tondunc 
tM  acril  <tf  these  islands;  that  a  squadron  had 
been  ordered  and  detached,  to  watch  the 
mov«n«its  of  tiiese  powers,  in  r^ard  to  these 
oljeots ;  and,  whilst  onr  language  had  been 
firm  aiu  candid,  ow  measures  had  been  con- 
sistent and  provident. 

But,  alas  I  how  stands  the  argument  I  Jn 
what  posture  are  we  placed?  Why,  the  Secre- 
tary ot  State,  under  the  authority  of  the  Pres- 
ident, as  recently  as  the  26th  of  December,  in 
bis  letter  to  Mr.  lOddleton,  snrrenders  Maa 
whole  subject  at  discretion,  by  holding  this  ex- 
traordinary hmgoage,  and  by  making  this  ex- 
traordinary concession.   He  says : 

**  For  ourselves,  we  denre  no  change  In  the  pos- 
Beasion  of  Cuba,  as  has  been  heretofore  stated. 
We  camu^  allow  a  transfer  of  the  island  to  say 
Sormeaa  power.  But,  If  ftiain  shonld  refiue  to 
«inolude  a  peace,  and  obewiately  resolve  on  con* 
tinuiuK  the  war,  although  we  do  not  desire  that 
nther  Colombia  or  Mexico  should  acquire  the  ialsnd 
of  Cuba,  the  Prerident  cannot  see  any  Justifiable 
ground  on  which  we  can  forcibly  interfere.  Upon 
tbe  bypoUiesis  of  an  unnecessary  protraction  of  the 
war,  imputable  to  Spain,  It  Is  evident  that  Cnba  wQl 
be  her  only  point  d'appni.  In  this  hemi^hen^ 
How  can  we  interpose,  on  that  snpporition,  against 
tbe  party  clearly  navlng  right  on  bis  dde,  in  order 
to  restrain  or  defeat  a  lawAil  operation  of  war  ?" 

And,  by  antidpation,  lest  the  vaUdi^  of  tUs 
omoesrim  miftht  be  drawn  in  questKm,  onr 
Govemment  seems  to  have  sought  tite  homUi- 
atittg  ofBde  of  asking  one  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Ministers  to  write  home  to  his  Goveni- 
ment,  to  induce  It  to  saspend,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  sailing  of  the  expedition  against  Cnba 
or  Porto  Rico,  '*  until  the  result  of  the  media- 
tion of  Rusna  (which  we  had  solicited)  with 
Spain,  to  procure  from  her  a  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  her  former  colonies,  should  be 
known."  In  proof  of  this  fact,  I  refer  to  Kr. 
Clay's  letter,  of  the  SOth  December,  to  Mr. 
Salazar.  By  the  form  and  limitation  of  this 
very  reqaest,  it  would  thus  seem,  we  had  ad- 
mitted that,  as  soon  ss  the  ftct  was  asoertidned 
that  the  mediation  of  Russia  was  either  reftised 
or  of  no  efibot,  then  Ibxioo  and  C<dombia 
might  take  Cuba,  as  "  we  should  have  no  justi- 
fiable ground  on  wUch  we  can  forcibly  mtCT- 
fara  ag^nst  a  pur^  dearly  having  tbe  right  <m 
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"tia  ttde."  These  faoU  fbrm  the  best  oommen- 
te;  on  tito  dedaratioa  of  the  Prariden^  **  of 
wi  MnuvtZy  it  bu  engaged  the  attention  of 
&is  GoTemmeDt "  that  these  ialanda  should  re- 
nain  in  their  existtng  mtaation. 

Is  it  not,  therefore,  a  mocker?,  for  the  Ad- 
nioistratHKi  to  avow,  that  they  send  deputies 
lo  the  Oongress  of  Panama  to  prevent  the  Re- 
jnblica  of  Colombia  and  Mezioo  from  invading 
the  islands  of  Gaba  and  Porto  Rico,  when  they 
bsve  surrendered,  in  the  faoe  of  the  wh(de 
world,  an  right  to  pretext  for  saoh  interfer- 
ence t  If  onr  BepresentatiTes  shoold  have 
hardihood  to  say  one  syllable  on  this  aol^ect, 
mi^t  not  the  antliority  of  the  Prerident  be 
quoted  against  oonelves?  Bat  the  most  extra- 
ordinary featore  in  the  whole  transaetioD  ia, 
that,  whilst  we  have  placed  ourselves  in  a  dtn- 
•tioa  by  which  tiie  President  on  the  fiuth  of 
hu  own  words,  is  forbid  to  interfere  to  pre- 
vent the  invasion  of  these  islands  hj  iba  Mexi- 
can and  Booth  Amerioan  Bepnbhcs,  he  has 
made  a  solemn  declaration  to  Earope,  and  en- 
tered into  a  formal  stipulation  with  Mexico, 
not  to  allow  the  occnpation  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico  "by  any  Enropean  power  other  tiun 
Spain,  in  any  cont^ngenoy  whatever." 

The  declaration  is  explicit.  Let  as  see  if  I 
can  luve  mistakm  ita  import.   Mr.  day,  in 
hia  letter  to  onr  Jfiniatw  at  Paria,  QSr.  Brown,) 
antborina  him  to  dedare  to  the  French  Gov- 
emmmt,  "in  the  same  mint,  and  with  the 
■ame  hope  of  goarding,  b^rehand,  against 
any  posnble  difficulties  on  that  subject,  that 
may  arise,  you  will  now  add,  tAa<  toe  could  not 
w»»ttU  to  the  oocnpation  of  those  islands  by 
any  other  European  power  than  ^udn,  nnder 
any  otmtingenoy  whatever."   This  oodtraot  to 
go  to  war,  in  this  contingency,  had  a  further 
■aoctioQ  and  bindi^  efficacy  given  to  it,  as  will 
■pear  from  Hr.  OUy's  letter  to  Vr.  Poinsett, 
flf  the  9Ui  of  November,  in  whiol^  he  obeerves : 
"So  Icnmr  than  about  three  montha  uo, 
when  an  invarion  by  France,  <^  the  Islana  « 
Ctaba,  waa  beliered  at  Mexico,  the  United  Mex- 
ieu  Govenunent  promptly  called  upon  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  through  yon, 
to  fulfil  the  memorable  pledge  of  the  Pre«dent 
of  the  United  States,  in  his  Message  to  Oon- 
masy  of  December,  1828.   What  they  would 
aave  dtme,  had  the  contingency  happened,  may 
lie  inferred  from  a  despatch  to  the  American 
Kuuster  at  Paris,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
KBt,  which  yon  are  authorized  to  read  to 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  Mexican 
Sutea.**  Tliia  atipiilation,  it  will  be  reooUeet- 
ed,  waa  to  be  urged  aa  an  effeotlve  conridera- 
Sm,  by  which  valuable  eommeriHal  equii^leuta 
Ttreto  be  obtaiDed. 

I  will  not  stop  here  to  inqoire  into  the  right, 
soeM'^ng  to  the  smrit  of  the  consUtation,  of 
the  Pirendent  to  mue  contracts  tn  ^tvro  with 
nj  power  to  go  to  war ;  because  uie  doctrine 
ifi  too  abcnrd  and  mischievous  to  deserve  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  My  object  is  a  different  one : 
to  ibow  that  tliia  AdminiaUation,  in  Ua  aazie^ 
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to  preaerve  the  exisldng  state  of  things  in  Onba 
and  Porto  Koo,  has  ^v«i  op  the  n^t  to  in- 
tnfwe  in  the  only  contingency  of  probable  and 
enormoQB  danger  that  is  likely  to  occur,  and 
undertaken,  by  a  strong  gnarantee,  to  go  to 
war  in  a  contingency  of  infinitely  less  danger, 
to  wit :  to  prevent  the  tranafar  of  these  iahmds 
to  "  any  European  power  whatever." 

Now,  sir,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  the 
first  contingency,  in  which  we  have  abandoned 
all  right  or  pretext  of  interference,  to  wit :  to 
prevent  the  South  American  powers  from  In- 
vading Ouha  and  Porto  Rico.  The  invasion  tit 
these  ulanda  by  these  powers,  invcdvea  such  an 
amount  ct  peru  to  the  interwrti  irf  thia  coun- 
try, that  it  M^tears  to  me  this  is  the  only  ocm- 
diti<»i  of  things  in  regard  to  which  it  would, 
under  the  law  of  a  supreme  neoeeri^,  Justify 
our  interference  to  prevent  it.  I  spe^  this, 
nr,  in  reference  to  the  safety  of  three  or  four 
daveholding  States,  on  the  bijrders  or  contigu- 
ous to  the  Gulf  of  Xexioo.  The  invasion  of 
Onba,  by  tiie  South  j^nerican  States,  would  at 
once  lead  to  a  revolution,  followed  by  a  servile 
revolt  in  that  island.  Marching  under  the  ban- 
ners of  universal  emancipation,  as  these  South 
American  Repnblios  do,  the  first  means  of  sno* 
cess  would  be  an  appeal  to  the  aUvea  them- 
adves,  which  in  proaneiiw  an  internal  concur 
aion  in  that  idatia,  woula  inflict  on  onr  soath- 
eni  oonntry  an  ocample  of  the  darkest  and 
moat  perilous  aspect;  to  nothing  of  the 
great  danger  to  oar  commerce  and  naval 
power,  of  permitting  a  youthful  and  ambitious 
Repulmc  permanently  to  possess  that  Gibraltar 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  These  circumstances 
make  np  an  aggregate  of  peril  and  evil,  to 
avert  which  would  Justify  "  our  right  forcibly 
to  inteiftre,"  whilst  it  fixes  on  the  Government 
a  sacred  obligation  to  a  portion  of  onr  common - 
country,  to  prevrat  the  shocking  and  sncoesa- 
ftal  example  of  a  revolt,  puK^ased  throogh 
blood,  havoc,  and  desolation,  in  their  most  atro- 
cious forms,  from  being  enacted  almost  within 
sight  of  oor  shores. 

Kow,  sir,  whilst  I  freely  admit  that  the  pos- 
session of  Cnba  and  Porto  Rico,  by  any  Euro- 

CD  power  other  than  Spain,  is  very  mooh  to 
deprecated,  and  ought  to  he  prevented  by 
every  effort  of  diplomacy,  yet  I  am  fkr  from' 
regarding  such  a  contingency  as  involving  that 
degree  of  danger,  which,  upon  the  principle  of 
the  as  d^fsndendo  among  nations,  would  author- 
ize our  goin^  to  war  to  avert.  I  do  not  know 
on  what  pnndple,  either  of  violent  or  over- 
whelming danger,  we  oould  plaoe  the  right  to 
interfere;  or  rather,  on  what  prindpw  we 
could  deny  to  Bpidn  the  right  of  transferring 
for  a  valuable  eonafderation,  a  part  and  parcel 
of  her  own  domtin.  Suppose,  sir,  in  pavmeot 
for  the  vast,  iocalcnlable  aervioee  <n  the  British 
army,  in  the  Peninsula  war,  she  were  to  cede 
Onba  to  England,  with  what  faoe  ooold  we 
gdnsay  this  exNvise  of  right  on  the  part  <^ 
Spain,  when,  in  payment  of  lees  obligatory 
(diums,  she  scdd  Ilmda  to  nsl  Bat,si9poa» 
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Bncb  an  erent  oonsnmmated,  does  any  man  b»- 
lieve  that  the  people  of  thiM  eonntiT',  as  inoon- 
Tenient  as  might  he  the  oocopation  of  Oaba  b^ 
England,  would  go  to  war  with  that  power  to 
make  her  Bnirender  this  cession  t  Do  jon  be- 
Uere  that  we  should  go  into  tliis  bootlesa  con- 
test, in  which  we  womd  mend,  in  a  four  years* 
irar,  more  than  the  fie  mmm  of  Onba  would 
be  worth,  and  "more  bfaMxT  than  would  torn 
the  wheel  of  a  common  grist  mill  for  a  twelve- 
monthj"  to  prevent  what,  after  all,  we  should 
be  as  far  from  attuning  as  when  we  b^an  the 
^ggle? 

No,  sir,  the  sobriety  and  good  sense  of  this 
peojple  wonld  revolt  at  the  redemption  of  sach 
an  mconstderate  pledge,  made  in  a  case  involv- 
ing far  less  evil  to  the  country  than  in  ^e  one 
in  which  all  right  to  go  to  war  has  been  aban- 
doned. I  say,  boldly,  far  less  evil;  beoajise, 
although  the  possesmon  of  Oaba,  by  Great 
Britdn  or  France,  is  mnoh  to  be  dwrecated,  as 
I  have  said  before,  yet,  if  this  iaiand  wtatraos- 
ftrred  to  eHHner  of  tiuou,  it  w«dd  be  sttended 
wiUi  no  violeiit  conoaedoD~there  wonld  stut 
up  no  sangninary  and  hideoos  anarchy,  nnder 
the  prostitnted  name  of  a  BepubUo,  to  annoy 
and  Keep  in  perpetoal  alarm  that  portion  of 
this  Union  most  vitally  interested  in  this  qaes- 
tion.  Either  European  power  wonld  have  the 
naval  and  military  means  to  coerce  tiie  brigands 
and  blacks  into  peaoe  and  submission.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  contingency  (according  to 
the  views  of  the  Administrauon)  where  we 
eaiMwt  juttMdbly  intrnfire  to  prevent  tiie  in- 
TWion  of  the  iaiand  by  the  8oath  American 
powera— revolntim  or  Bervile  revolt  would  be 
the  means  of  rendering  that  invadon  Buooeas- 
ftil ;  wd,  in  the  end,  we  should  have  either  a 
second  Carthage  at  our  door,  in  the  possession 
of  Mexico  or  Colombia,  or  a  aeoond  Hayti,  to 
oast  the  shadow  of  ita  ominooa  gloom  over  our 
ahores. 

Tfaos  has  oar  sagacious  Cabinet  negotiated — 
so  fatally,  that,  in  the  event  of  this  portentous 
calamity,  we  are  preclnded  by  the  porition  they 
have  tsken,  of  urging,  except  by  tne  most  fla- 
grant inconsistency,  those  u^;nments  which  a 
nation  may  deduce  from  an  eminent  necessity, 
and  urge,  force  oi  ama,  if  all  other  i^teab 
ihouMfoiL 

Hie  oondnslon  to  whicSi  I  arrive  is,  that,  as 
we  eumot  go  into  the  Congress  at  I^nama,  and 
take  that  ground  which  onr  safety  and  inter- 
eats  require,  without  an  abandonment  of  Uie 
repeated  declarations  which  we  have  made,  we 
haid  better  stay  away,  and  act  Independentiy  of 
the  deliberations  of  toe  Congress,  as  our  inter- 
ests may  dictate. 

The  missionary  spirit  of  the  age  has  indeed 
broken  ont  in  a  new  place.  We  nave  hitherto 
been  content  with  the  easy  labors  of  turning 
tlie  AdaUo  from  his  superstition,  and  the  Afri- 
oan  from  his  false  idols ;  but  it  seems,  under 
tiie  anqiioeB  of  the  President,  we  an  to  onbark 
In  a  mooh  mem  praotioaUe  entenirlaB— to  ndl 
Uokttoli^tof  the  Oospeltothe  oluldrenof 


those  who  watched  its  early  and  beacon  fires, 
and  to  these  vigils  for  their  preservation  these 
descendants  yet  lay  cUdm.  The  President 
seems  to  have  read  to  little  purpose  the  inimi- 
table satire  on  such  dreams  as  tnis,  the  Tale  of 
a  Tub ;  of  which  it  is  not  the  least  of  its  praises 
to  say,  that  its  large  fond  of  common  sense  is 
equal  to  its  wit  hi  a  word,  tir.  instead  of 
goin^  to  Panama  to  read  our  Catholic  friends  t 
homily  on  religion,  had  we  not  better  stay  at 
home  and  practise  its  precepts  T 

Now,  sir,  I  ask  yon  whether  the  Freddoit 
"has  been  mindful  of  the  advice  of  Washing- 
ton t "  Has  not  a  political  connection,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  abused  and  misquoted  declaraticKi 
of  Kr.  Ifonroe,  been  made  the  bads  of  an  at- 
tempted or  prqjected  alliance — between  foreisn 
nations  and  oaraelves — on  the  subject  of  the 
colonization  of  any  portion  of  the  territory  of 
this  continent?  Has  not  the  Preudent  per- 
verted the  spirit  and  meaning  at  the  advice  ai 
Washington,  by  making  that  advioe  entirdy 
upUoable  to  Europe?  Have  not  the  ^lanidi 
American Bepnblios "primary  interests,  which 
to  us  have  none,  or  a  very  remote  rdatitm ! " 
"  And  is  not  this  very  contest  they  are  carry- 
ing on  with  the  mother  country  of  this  charac- 
ter t"  Are  we  not,  in  going  into  the  C<ki- 
gress,  hazarding  onr  neutrality  f  Are  we  not 
about  to  "  forego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar 
a  situation?  "  Are  we  not  about  "  to  stand  on 
foreign  ground  ? "  And  when  Washington  re- 
ferred to  European  alliances,  was  it  not  to  illus- 
trate the  principles  of  our  foreign  relations, 
rather  than  to  limit  them  to  the  powers  of  En- 
rope  ?  Do  not  his  maxims,  in  reference  to  this 
policy,  stand  broadly  and  distinctly  api^caUe 
to  the  whole  world?.  Doea  not  " onr  detached 
and  distant  dtuation  "  to  a  m^ority  ikT  these 
Bepnblics,  leave  us  free  to  deot  our  course  t 
Sir,  Btid  ite.  (holding  up  the  address,)  from 
this  book  I  defy  contradiction.  But  mark  the 
mode  by  which  the  President  arrivea  at  bis 
conclusion!  He  asserts,  "that  the  period 
which  Washington  predicted  as  then  not  far 
aS,  has  andved,"  and  that  America  has  a  set  of 
primary  interests  of  her  own.  General  Waeb- 
mgton  makes  no  such  prediction  in  regard  to 
Ameriea,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Preudent 
uses  this  term,  com]n^widin^,  as  he  doe^ 
within  it,  the  different  powers  inhabiting  this 
ecmtinoat.  No,  sir,  Washington  expressly  re- 
fers to  ourselves— to  these  United  State*— that, 
from  our  growth  as  one  people,  under  an  effi- 
cient Government,  we  mi^  defy  external  an- 
noyance, and  canse  onr  neutrality  to  be  re- 
spected. He  nowhere  implies  that  when  we 
do  become  thus  strong,  we  may  go  abroad  and 
form  foreign  alliances,  and  reverse  all  those 
maxims  of  policy  which  it  was  the  purpose  ctf 
the  address  so  strongly  to  inculcate. 

It  ^  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  President, 
perfectly  aware  of  the  radical  unsoundneas  of 
this  misncm  to  Panama,  has,  by  the  most  vto- 
lent  and  contortioas  efforts,  endeavored  to  sns- 
taSn  himael^  by  resorting  to  the  anthorify  of 
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ethan;  udlmee  itii^  he  infivmB  w  that  llie 
vl&ej  of  tiie  mlsrifn  u  not  cmly  oonformable 
*'totiieooniieel  1^  Waahiiwtoii,"  but  "to  the 
Tuvfl  of  mj  immedUta  preqeoeaeor,  aa  dedared 
in  his  annual  Meaaage  to  OongresB,  in  1828." 
I  vill  not  repeat  this  declaration  of  Hr.  Kon- 
roe,  beoanae  it  ia  entirely  familiar  to  the  mind 
of  ereiy  one  who  heara  me ;  hut  i^  from  any 
part  (tf  it,  an  intimaticm  can  be  dednoed,  faror- 
abla  to  this  speoiflo  measure,  I  can  only  aay, 
oar  Teroacnlar  mnat  be  read  with  a  very  different 
meeniDg,  and  in  a  very  different  aenae,  from 
that  in  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  osing  it. 
To  test  the  jastneas  of  thia  doduetion  of  the 
Frendent  let  it  be  remembered,  thatthe  dedarfr- 
tioo  <tf  Ju.  Kooroe  was  made  at  a  time  when 
the  ^y  Alliance  waa  anppoaed  to  be  Nunged 
in  eoDoerting  oombined  mmtions  to  Spain 
in  the  recovery  of  her  ooloniee.  At  thia  period 
of  prob^a  and  imminent  danger,  fto  what, 
in  Uw  cant  ctf  the  day,  ia  called  tbe  American 
system,")  did  Mr.  Monroe  propose  that  we 
•bonld  onite  in  the  ddiberationa  of  a  Oongreas, 
or  of  oar  forming  an  alliance  to  reatst  this 
peril  1  Ko ;  he  contented  himaelf  witii  declar- 
ing, that  *'  we  dumld  oonaider  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  Earopean  powera  to  extend 
thor  ^atem  to  any  pwtkm  <ff  thiBh«niq>here, 
as  daagerons  to  oar  peace  and  safety  " — which 
doea  not  omtain  a  solitary  obtigatioa  towards 
other  powers,  or  even  to  onrauTea :  It  is  tiie 
mere  expression  of  a  sentiment  whidi  could 
have  left  as  free  to  act,  when  the  contingent^ 
liappened,  aa  wonld  best  comport  with  the  in- 
terests <^  the  ooantry.  Bat  aaak  the  difference 
to  tbe  course  pnraaed  by  Mr.  Adams.  At  a 
moment  when  it  ia  conceded  on  all  handa  ^at 
tbe  Holy  Alliance  baa  abandoned  all  intenUon  to 
1^  Spun  in  resnbjugating  Sonth  America,  he, 
Devertheleea,  acoepta  thia  invitation  to  partici- 
pate in  tbe  coaoseU  of  a  belligerent  Oongress, 
and  dednces  it  as  a  l^Umate  oonae^enoe  from 
thia  nmoh-abosed  declaration  t 

lb.  Mimroe,  dr,  has  gone  Into  retirement 
and  has  carried  with  him  the  mnpathy  and 
gnttoide  ot  his  oomtrr.  This  effort  to  Uirow 
oa  him  a  portion  of  the  reqionribilify  of  this 
waak  and  indefensible  measnre,  and  the  em- 
barraaamuits  into  which  our  foreign  negotia- 
HoDM  are  now  involved,  betrays  a  want  of 
magnanimity  eqnal  to  the  poor  liiriftleaa  fiUlaoy 
wiui  which  tiie  pootion  has  be«i  attenqttect 
tobe  anst^ed. 

Sir,  tiiis  whole  aoheme  of  qnitting  "  onr  own, 
to  ftand  on  tonim  ground,"  is  opposed  to  the 
Mttled  TK^ioy  oi  tb»  oountiT,  from  the  time  of 
Ge&wal  Washington,  as  indicated  by  his  firm- 
acai  in  redstiiw  those  obUgationa  whioh  were 
ittfrnptiwl  to  M  raiaed  out  of  an  indiscreet 
tnity  of  aUiaaoe  and  friendship  with  France, 
dovn  to  the  last  moments  of  the  laat  Adminia- 
tration— except  in  an  effort  made  by  the  semor 
Kr.  Adams,  in  1798,  to  indnlge  in  foreign 
MgotiaUona,  having  ultimate  tendencies  to 
Mtugltoc  alliances.  This  aoheme  waa  then 
ptt  bj  the  Bepnblioans  of  that  day,  as  the 


RepDUioaD8ofthbtfanehav«  ftltltthdrda^ 
to  oi^ose  this  deviation  from  the  Wadiingt<A 
pcdioy.  It  is  to  tiie  reaearch  d  a  gentleman 
from  New  Tork^  in  the  other  House,  (Mr.  Yam 
BvKSir,)  we  are  mdei>ted  for  tins  precious  dis* 
ooveiT,  who,  with  admirable  perspicacity,  baa 
perceived  the  rttnarkable  cmncidenoe  between 
the  two  measnrea,  and  the  veriaimilitnde  in 
the  argnmenta  by  which  both  were  recom- 
mended by  the  father  and  son,  and  both  re- 
msted  by  nearly  ana]c^[oas  reasons  by  the  Re- 
publicans of  that  day,  aa  well  aa  those  of  thia 
— ^by  those  who  were  destined  to  be  the  pillara 

the  Democratio  wrtj  of  this  country.  The 
BenatOT  ham  New  Totk  has  not  mily  achieved 
a  dgnal  benefit  to  those  of  ns  who  yet  belong 
to  the  Jeffnwmian  fUth,  by  this  diaeorery,  but 
m«de  it  sabsrarient  to  the  pnipoaes  of  ime  of 
the  moet  triomphant  ai^mnents  I  have  evav 
read.  The  inorajia  present  with  inatmetlon; 
the  otnen  r^Ute  with 

The  policy  of  Washingtcm  was  the  policy  of 
Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe — a  policy  in 
which  Mr.  Adams  cononrred  dnring  tne  whole 
period  of  his  service,  in  the  Oabmet  of  the 
utter,  in  the  Department  of  State.  He  never 
seemed  to  permit  so  weak  a  thing  aa  sympathy 
to  interfere  with  Ida  oantious  ma^ma  aa  a 
stateaman.  We  all  know  how  rescdntel^  he 
anatained  the  gallant  aaaanlta  of  hie  ueseni 
Secretary  of  State,  in  thia  HouaeMn  behalf  of 
South  Ameiioan  independoice.  He  was  not  to 
be  moved  1^  the  pathos  or  the  sarcasms  of  the 
Western  orator ;  but  he  stood  with  the  cold- 
ness of  the  effigy  of  Jnstice,  weighing  in  a  pair 
of  aoales  the  exact  quantum  .of  dimeer  to  a 
hair,  attending  this  recognition ;  and  it  was 
not  nntil  he  got  this  danger  down  to  a  feather, 
that  he  would  listen  to  the  measnre.  Even  on 
a  more  recent  ocoanon,  we  have  seen  that  all 
the  associations  of  the  literature  and  taste  of 
antiqnity  betrayed  him  into  no  warmth  in  favor 
of  the  Greeks— not  even  under  the  eloquent 
unieal  of  the  gentleman  ttom  Xasaaohiuetta^ 
(lur.  WxBBn^)--for  Mr.  Adams,  in  reply  to  the 
letter  Loriotda,  the  Greek  Agent,  was  as 
cold  as  a  persomfication,  in  alabaster,  of  the 
Oenios  of  Discretion  itself.  But,  auddenly, 
(since  an  election  produced  by  the  memorable 
coalition,  which  has  put  him  on  the  throne,) 
be  has  become  inooalated  with  "  this  Spanidi 
American  fever  "  aa  it  lias  been  Jnstly  called, 
and  he  la  already  far  gone  in  the  delirium  of 
that  enthuriasm  which  belongs  to  the  ascendant 
genina  of  his  Cabinet  Tea,  sir,  he  has  started 
from  a  caution  aa  oold  as  marble,  into  the  veiv 
nal  fervora  of  love,  at  first  sight,  for  the  Sonth 
Americans,  without  allowing  snmcient  time  for 
the  change,  except  by  the  Intervention  of  a 
miracle.  And  with  this  mutatioa,  what  a  re- 
versal has  there  been  in  the  whole  foreign 
policy  of  tbe  country  I  Let  the  doonmenta  on 
your  table  speak  to  this  fact  I  will  venture 
to  assert,  that-  from  tbe  4th  day  of  March, 
1820,  (I  mean  the  fatal  ides  of  March,)  there 
has  been  a  greater  interferanoe  in  the  oonoema  <tf 
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other  natioiia — a  more  stadions  wftroh  for  the 
OGcasion  of  perilons  diBtinotion — greater  oom- 
mitmeDts  of  the  national  safety  and  honor — 
than  have  characterized  any  anterior  period  of 
fior  hiatorj,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Oonstitntion  down  to  the  present  time.  We 
have  become,  at  the  ezcltuive  will  frf  the  Presi- 
dent, the  arbib!«tor  of  the  New  World,  and,  in 
tiiat  eharaoter,  have  aent  bnllriiig  protests  to 
the  tAi.  Tin  OaUnet  hai,  in  oar  name,  made 
two  Bolenm  omtraota,  to  go  to  war  in  two  oon- 
tingeiiolea,  wiHwot,  "  as  a  matter  of  pnUmi- 
mary  ainiaemmt^^^  even  ocmdeacending  to  oon- 
•olt  na ;  and  we  find,  in  the  first  eight  months 
of  the  halcyon  days  of  a  new  and  confederate 
dynasty,  the  sober  policy  of  oar  jGnthera,  which 
was  "  a  lamp  to  onr  feet,"  has  gone  ont^  and  a 
lilasteriiig  cAciooBness  in  the  conoema  <tf 
oUmtb^  aubstitated.  in  its  stead. 


TVMDAT,  Apil  11. 

9\tpply  (if  Provintmt  to  Florida  Indiant, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hdjuir,  of  OUo,  the 
Eooae  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  fw  the 
zeUef  m  the  Florida  Indians,  (as  ammded,  so 
u  to  be  confined  to  thur  reUef  merely,  and  not 
extended  to  their  removal) 

Kr.  MoLbjln  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
flbiking  ont  $50,000  and  inserting  $20,000. 

In  support  of  thia  motion,  Mr.  MoLkah  stated 
that  he  had  consulted  the  Secretary  of  War, 
who  informed  him  that  this  snm  would  be 
■nfficient  to  relieve  the  present  exigencies  of 
these  Indians. 

After  some  ezplanatiimB  by  Ooon, 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

ICr.  ViHTOH,  after  some  (mpodtion,  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  out  vitiidrew  his 
motion;  and  the  debate  of  yesterday  was  re- 
newed, and  continaed  for  about  an  honr,  on 
the  same  general  grounds.  The  bill  was  ad- 
vocated by  Jtsaan,  UoLxak  Ooox,  Wbitx, 
and  LiviKosTON ;  and  oppoaed  by  iMira.  Toi- 
TOK  and  SnwiJtT. 

Mr.  Stxwabt  sidd  he  felt  as  much  as  any 
gentleman  eonld  feel,  for  the  destitute  and 
mflforinc  oonditioa  of  these  Indians.  Pro- 
virion,  nowever,  he  thooght,  mi^t  be  made 
for  theih  out  the  In<Uan  oraitingent  flind  of 
$95,000,  without  this  special  act  Ibr  th^  reUe£ 
Be  had  several  objections  to  this  bilL  The 
first  was  on  account  of  the  precedent  which  it 
ironld  estaUith.  If  we  thus  admit  the  right 
of  all  the  Indiana  who  may  be  in  s  destitate 
and  suffering  condUtioo,  to  call  upon  Oongress 
for  reliel^  onr  treasury  will  be  madeqoato  to 
the  demand.  The  poor  and  needy  of  all  the 
States  and  Territones  of  this  Union  had  cer- 
tainly as  strong  a  claim  upon  oar  charity  and 
sympathies  as  the  Indians,  (and  God  knows  we 
have  enough  such.)  and  should  they  also  oome, 
can  we  r^ect  thev  applioationa,  while  we  deal 
oat  tnm  their  treasury  with  a  Uberal  hand,  to 
itrangera  and  Indiana  1  The  amount  in  the  bill 
was  nothing.  It  was  the  preeedmU  to  which 
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he  objected.  AH  the  Indians  had  equal  daimi. 
All  had  been  alike  deprived  of  their  land,  and 
by  like  means,  and  of  oourse  their  claims  were 
alike  well-foanded.  So  much  for  the  prece- 
dent 

Bnt  he  had  another  olfjeotion.  It  vae,  that 
tibia  jfoUcf  would  have  an  ii^fnriona  effiaet  npoa 
the  haUts  of  Hie  Indians  themaelvesL  If  hong 
poor  and  deatitoto  is  a  snffid«it  reason  fbr  ap- 
plying to  Oongreaa  for  rdie^  they  will  aU  mmb  i 
oeoome  poor  and  destitute,  lliey  have  ingeno-  I 
ity  enongb  to  make  a  plaaeible  stMy,  &nd  if  i 
they  have  not,  they  can  easily  procure  the  aid  | 
of  those  who  have,  and  should  that  fail,  they 
wiU  abandon  all  ^tnts  to  provide  for  tiitm- 
adves,  and  thoa  aoon  Mng  themselvea  witlua 
the  nde. 

Bat  a  still  more  serious  oUeotitm  to  ibis 
measure  thw  its  effect  upon  the  treasury,  «r 
its  effect  npon  the  Indians,  was,  that  the  con- 
stitution  had  given  Oon^eas  no  power  to 
make  the  treasury  a  charity-box.   If  we  wiih 
to  indulge  onr  feeUngs  of  charity  or  kindnm 
to  Indiuu,  or  anybody  else,  we  must  look  to 
onr  own  pookets,  we  nmst  go  to  our  own 
"com  cribs,"  and  not  to  tbe  treasnry;  thit 
belonged  to  tlie  people,  who  filled  it  by  their 
contribntionB,  and  not  to  as,  exoept  to  cany 
into  effect  the  objects  and  powers  mdioated  in 
the  constitution  itsdf.   The  rule  which  re- 
lated the  power  of  impropriation  was  a 
and  nmple  one.   The  constitution  had  ve«ted 
certain  powers  in  Congress,  with  the  meau 
"neoeaaary  and  proper"  to  carry  them  into 
effect    The  only  inqoiry,  then,  ia,  are  the 
means  proposed  to  be  employed,  or  Uie  appro- 
priation to  be  nude^  '^neoessaiy  and  propa" 
to  attain  any  of  the  ends  in^oated  by  the  con- 
stttntiont  If  it  be,  yon  have  a  constitutifHial  I 
right  to  make  tiie  appropriation,  hut  not  other- 
wise,  ^is  he  oonoeived  to  be  the  only  sound 
role,  and  it  was  the  one  by  which  he  alwa^  \ 
had  been,  and  always  wonld  be,  govercei  i 
Then,  he  would  ask,  where  was  the  jpower  | 
granted  to  Congress  which  this  apiuropristion  , 
was  intended  to  carry  into  effect  I   There  tu  | 
ncme,  he  contended,  to  which  it  oould,  by  my 
possibility,  be  made  to  appertidn;  he  defied 
mgeunity  to  point  it  oat   If  OcHigress  can  vp' 
propriato  money  for  the  relief  of  safi^riog 
Indians  in  Florida,  they  have  the  same  ri|fat  to 
appn^lato  money  for  the  suffering  inhabitant!  : 
of  any  otiier  portion  of  the  g]obe--4n  Buffering  I 
Africa,  or  in  auffiBring  Spiun.  If  yon  may 
give  to  the  anffering  Indiana  of  Florida,  surely, 
by  the  same  rule,  yon  may  |^ve  to  the  saffenng 
oitizeoB  of  Florida;  yet  such  an  ap^icatun 
would  be  Bcoated  out  of  the  House. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  vu 
negatived,  an^  after  coneiderahle  discu»>o^ 
it  was  ordflved  to  be  engroaaed  for  a  thiid 
reading. 

The  Honae  having  again  resumed  the  ooo- 
BidentioD  of  the  report  of  the.  Ooramittae  a 
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Tonaga  Beladona,  approving  the  Misaion  to 
f  taunt,  with  the  amendmenta  proposing  a 
qoilificiUion  to  the  general  ezpresnou  of  ap- 
probatioa  thereof — 

lb.  BcoHANAH  addressed  the  oonunltteeas 
fcllowa: 

I  riiall  proceed  to  disooss  the  saltject  nnder 
the  varioaa  aneots  in  which  it  has  pnnnted 
itself  to  mj-  muid. 

I  know  there  are  several  gentkmen  od  this 
Soor,  who  ^prove  of  the  poKoy  of  tiie  amend- 
moitB  prc^oaed,  and  wish  to  «n>resB  an  opinion 
in  their  £iTor;  and  who  yet  feel  rdootantto 
Tote  for  Aem,  because  it  is  their  intention 
finaUj  to  support  the  appropriation  bilL  Ther 
think,  if  the  amendments  would  be  rqeoted, 
eonastenoy  would  reqnire  Uiem  to  refuse  any 
grant  of  money  to  carry  this  mission  into  effect. 
I  flIiaU,  therefore,  ask  ^e  attention  of  the  com- 
inittee,  whilst  I  endeavor  to  prove  that  ^ere 
would  no<^  in  any  evant^  be  taadi^testincxm- 
sistency  in  this  course. 

I  assert  It  to  be  a  poriUoa  snsoeptiUe  of  &e 
dearest  proof;  that  the  Honae  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  is  morally  boond,  unless  in  extreme  oases, 
to  vote  the  salaries  of  Ministers  who  have  been 
eonstibitionally  created  by  the  Prendent  and 
Senate.  The  expediency  of  establishiog  the 
misaon  was  one  question,  which  has  a&eady 
been  decided  by  the  competent  authority: 
when  the  ^)propriation  bill  shall  come  before 
OS,  we  will  be  otlled  upon  to  decide  another 
ai^  a  very  different  question.   Richard  0. 
Andersm  and  John  Sergeant  have  been  regu- 
lariy  Dominated  by  the  United  States,  to  be 
fiivoys  Eztraor^mary  and  ICnisters  Ploiipo- 
tentiwy  "  to  the  AasMnbly  of  American  natiras 
at  Panama."  TheSenate,  after  long  and  solemn 
ddiberatiMi,  have  advised  and  consented  to 
tlieir  tppointment.   These  Ministers  have  then 
bem  crested — they  have  been  called  into  exist- 
ence under  the  authority  of  the  Cknistitation  at 
the  United  States.   That  venerated  instrument 
dedarea,  Uiat  the  President  "  shall  ha,ve  power, 
b7  sod  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
tto,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of 
tbe  Senators  present  concur;  and  he  shall 
nomioate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
Mumt  of  the  Senate,  shall  ^ipoint  Ambassa- 
don,  other  publio  jQniaters,  and  Oonsola, 
iodgea  of  the  Sapreme  Oonrt,  and  all  other 
gffoers  of  the  Cmted  States,  whose  iwpoint- 
aents  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for, 
iiid  which  shall  be  established  by  law." 
Whst  thm.  will  be  the  question  upon  the  ap- 
propriation bill?    In  order  to  enable  our 
Knisters  to  proceed  upon  their  mission,  the 
Prendent  has  asked  ns  to  grant  the  necessary 
ippropriatioa   Shall  we  incur  the  responsibil- 
it;  of  refusing  t   Shall  we  thus  defeat  the  mis- 
acn  which  has  already  been  established  by 
the  ooly  competent  constitutional  authorities  ? 
Tliis  Hoose  have,  without  doubt,  the  pfayucal 
pmr  to  refiise  the  i^ropriatuni.  and  tiiey 
poMSss  the  same  power  to  withhold  bis  salary 
tnm  the  President  of  the  United  Bfttn.  The 
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tme  question  is,  what  is  the  true  nature  of  onr 
constitutional  obligation  f  Are  we  not  morally 
bound  to  pay  the  salaries  ^ven  by  eziBtiog 
laws  to  every  officer  of  the  Oovemment  t  By 
the  act  of  the  first  May.  1810,  the  ontfit  and 
the  salary  to  be  allowea  by  the  Prendent  to 
Forekn  Ministers  are  established.  Such  Minis- 
ters have  lieen  regolar^  mt^ted  to  attend 
the  Congress  at  Fanama.  What  rlf^t,  then, 
have  we  to  refhse  to  appn^iriate  ma  aalariei 
which  tiiey  have  a  right  to  recave,  under  the 
existiiw  laws  (rf  the  land  f 

I  admit  there  may  be  extreme  oases,  in 
which  this  House  would  be  justified  in  with- 
holding such  an  appropriation.  '*The  safety 
of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law."  If^  there- 
fore, we  should  believe  any  mission  to  be 
dangerous,  either  to  the  existence  or  to.  the 
liberties  of  this  country,  necessity  would 
justify  us  in  breaking  the  letter  to  preserve 
the  spirit  of  the  oonstitution.  The  same  no- 
cessity  wonld  equally  jostify  na  in  refbalng  to 
grant  to  the  Prendent  his  salary,  In  oertain 
extreme  cases,  which  might  easOy  be  ima^ned. 

But  how  far  would  your  utmost  power  ex- 
tend I  Can  you  re-judge  the  determmation  of 
the  President  and  Senate,  and  destroy  the  offi- 
cers which  they  have  created  ?  Might  not  the 
i^esident  immediately  send  these  Ministers  to 
Panamat  and  if  he  did,  would  not  their  acts 
be  valid?  It  is  certfun,  if  they  shonld  go,  they 
run  the  risk  of  never  receiving  a  salary ;  but 
still  they  might  act  as  Plenipotentiaries.  By 
withholding  the  salary  of  the  President,  yon 
cannot  withhold  from  him  the  power ;  neither 
can  you,  by  refbitdng  to  ^>prOTriito  for  this 
mission,  deprive  the  Ministers  of  their  anthor- 
ity.  It  is  beyond  your  control  to  make  them 
cease  to  be  Ministers. 

The  constitutional  obligation  to  provide  for  a 
Minister,  is  equally  strong  as  that  to  carry  into 
effect  a  treaty.  It  is  true,  the  evils  which  may 
flow  from  your  refusal  may  be  greater  in  the  one 
case  than  in  the  other.  If  you  refuse  to  ap- 
propriate for  a  treaty,  yon  violate  the  futb 
of  the  country  to  a  foreign  nation.  Ton  do  no 
more,  however,  than  omit  to  provide  for  the 
execution  of  an  instrument  which  is  declared 
by  the  omstitntion  to  l>e  the  sapreme  law  of 
the  land.  In  tiie  case  which  will  be  presented  . 
to  you  by  the  appropriation  bill,  is  the  nature 
of  your  obligidion  difltoentt  I  think  not. 
The  power  to  create  the  Ministw  is  oontuned 
in  the  same  clause  of  the  oonstitution  with  that 
to  make  the  treaty.  They  are  powers  of  the 
same  nature.  The  one  is  absolutely  .necessary 
to  carry  the  other  into  effect.  You  cannot 
n^tiate  treaties  without  Ministers.  They  are 
the  means  by  which  the  treaty-making  power 
is  brought  into  action.  Ton  are,  therefore, 
under  the  same  moral  obligation  to  appropri- 
ate money  to  discharge  the  salary  of  a  Minister, 
that  you  would  be  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect. 

If  you  ask  me  for  authority  to  establish 
these  principles,  I  can  refer  yon  to  the  of^^km 
of  the  first  President  of  tho  United  Btatea-th* 
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immortal  Father  of  hU  Conntry — who,  in  my 
humble  Jadgment,  posseoaed  more  practical 
wisdom,  more  political  forerigbt,  and  more 
naeftJ  oonatitntional  knowledge,  than  all  his 
mocessorab 

I  have  thns,  I  think,  eitabUshed  the  podtton, 
that  gentlemen  who  vote  for  the  amendmentt 
now  befbre  the  cnundttee,  even  if  they  dionld 
not  prerdl,  mi^,  withoat  inoonaiitenoy,  give 
their  support  to  toe  impropriation  bill. 

I  now  come  to  a  qneeUon  of  great  impor- 
tance in  this  discQBsion.  Does  the  information 
before  the  House  jostify  the  proposed  amend- 
ments, and  render  them  necessarj?  or,  are 
they  mere  abstract  propositiona,  in  no  manner 
oonnectAd  with  the  rabject  t  I  have  never  been 
more  mistaken,  if  I  shall  not  be  able  to  demon- 
itrate,  that,  from  the  unifonn  course  of  policy 
which  has  been  pursued  by  the  present  Ad- 
ministntion,  they  are  already  otanmitted  to 
■ooh  an  extant,  that  it  will  heezoee^n^y  diffl- 
cult  far  them  to  retrace  th^  atnN  and  eztri- 
esto  themaelvea  witfaont  giving  Just  oaose  of 
cfltaoe  to  the  Southern  Kepubucs.  In  my 
opioicHi,  a  cri^  has  now  arrived,  in  wMeh  it 
is  the  duty  of  tlfls  House  to  take  a  firm  stand 
in  favor  <tf  the  ancient  ud  the  improved  policy 
of  the  country.  We  should  proclaim  to  the 
world,  that  it  is  our  determination  "to  preserve 
peace,  commerce,  and  friendship,  witii  all 
natioQs,  and  to  form  entangling  alliances  with 
none." 

It  will  here  be  necessary  to  take  a  short  his- 
torical view  of  our  rdaUona  with  the  Sonthem 
BepnUiea.  Within  the  last  few  years,  we 
have  seen  in  this  banisphere^  aeven  new  Re- 
publics emerging  from  the  ohaoe  of  Spanish 
colonial  despotism.  The  whole  American  peo- 
ple beheld  this  cheering  spectacle  with  heart- 
felt satisfaction.  We  watched  their  progress 
with  the  most  intense  anxiety,  and,  marching 
in  the  van  of  nataona,  we  first  declared  them 
to  he  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  This 
declaration  now  is,  and  will  forever  continae 
to  be,  one  of  the  most  ^oriong  events  in  onr 
annals.  It  was  made  on  the  fourth  of  Hay, 
1822,  and  all  huled  it  with  pHde  and  with 
pleasnre.  In  the  Summer  of  1828,  the  Holy 
Alliance^  at  the  request  of  Spain,  were  called 
npon  to  asrist  in  subjugatiuK,  what  she  was 
jdeaaed  to  call  her  revdted  edonlea.  The 
moat  serloos  f^prefaennons  were  then  enter- 
tained, that  an  nnlioly  cmsade  was  to  be  pro- 
dumed  against  the  cause  of  liberty  and  Repub- 
lican Government,  wherever  they  existed  over 
the  whole  earth.  In  this  alarming  posture  of 
affairs,  did  we  give  any  pledge  to  foreign  na- 
tions !  Did  we  commit  the  faith  of  the  coun- 
try to  all,  or  any  of  the  Southern  Republics  ? 
Certainly  not.  We  maintained  the  same  inde- 
pendent position  which  we  had  always  occu- 
pied in  our  relations  with  foreign  nations. 
The  celebrated  Message  of  Mr.  Monroe,  of  De- 
oemlwr  2d,  IMS,  announced  to  the  Holy  Al- 
fianoe^  and  to  uie  irozild,  tiiat  we  oouU  not 
view  with  indifilsrenoe  the  hostile  intetpoaition 
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of  any  Eur(q>ean  power  against  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Southern  Republics ;  bat  would 
consider  such  an  attempt  as  dangerous  to  our 
own  peace  and  safety.  This  declaration  was 
re-echoed  by  millitHiB  of  freemen.  It  was  re- 
cdved  with  entburiasm  in  every  part  at  the 
Unlcm.  It  answered  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  intended,  and  the  danger  which  then 
threti»ned  the  Southern  Bepobllea  has  nnca 
passed  away. 

This  deciaratiwi  contdned  no  pledge  to  any 
foreign  Gk>vemment  It  left  ns  perfectly  free : 
but  it  has  since  been  converted  into  such  a  pledge 
by  the  present  Administration ;  and  aluiongb 
they  have  not  framed  formal  allianoea  «ith 
the  Southern  Bepnblica,  yet  they  have  com- 
mitted the  oonntry  in  honor  to  an  alarming 
extent. 

The  present  Secretary  of  State  haa  always 
been  an  enthudast  in  favor  of  the  Southern 
BepnbUcsL  He  has  gone  to  such  extremities  in 
thnr  cause,  that,  in  this  particular,  prudent 
men  woold  fedi  disposed  to  ccnnpliment  hti 
heart  at  the  expense  of  his  understanding. 
I  have  no  doubt  his  conduct  has  proceeded  fhmi 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  in  the  cause  of  liber^ ; 
and,  therefore,  I  shall  be  the  last  man  to  vi^t 
it  with  censure. 

From  the  date  of  the  Message  of  Jtr.  Mon- 
roe, until  the  present  Administration  came  into 
power,  we  have  never  heard  that  any  attempt 
was  made  to  convert  it  into  a  pledge  to  any  of 
the  Southern  Republics.  Ko  sooner  had  the 
present  Secretary  taken  possession  of  the  chair 
of  State,  than  our  policy  was  dianged.  Mr. 
Ptrinaett  was  sent  as  Minister  to  Mezio^  to  ob- 
tain  a  commercial  treaty  from  that  Govern- 
ment. In  his  instructions,  which  bear  date 
on  the  S6th  of  March,  1826,  and  which  were 
never  oommnoieated  either  to  the  Senate  or  to 
this  House,  until  tiie  80th  of  March,  he  was 
directed  to  impress  the  principles  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's Message  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  Mexican  States.  He  was  also  iDStmcted 
to  urge  upon  that  Govermnent,  "  the  utility 
and  expediency  of  asserting  the  same  principles 
on  all  proper  occasions."  Was  not  this  a 
direct  departure  from  the  course  which  the 
former  Admtnistratitm  had  pursued  t  Are  not 
these  InstmetionB  substantially  to  this  eflfect  T 
We  wbh  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  yon :  we  have  determined  that  no  Enro- 
peau  power  shall  interfere  between  any  of  the 
Southern  Republics  end  Soain,  in  Aeir  war 
for  independence;  nor  shall  they  attempt  to 
ccdonize  any  part  of  this  continent :  we,  there* 
fore,  urge  to  yon  to  act  in  concert  with  us  in 
asserting  the  same  principlcB.  Tlie  truth  is, 
the  Sera^tary  evidently  considered  it  as  a 
pledge,  and  sent  it  forth  as  such  to  foreign 
nations.  How  was  it  understood  by  Mexico  f 
Daring  the  last  Summer,  it  was  apprehended 
by  that  Government,  that  France  was  about 
to  invade  the  idand  of  Cuba.  We  were  then 
Instantly  oaUed  npon  to  redeem  onr  pledgeL 
andtoprotact  that  iahnid  against  the  fleet  ud 

Digitized  by  Google 


Jliimim  to  Pmama. 


NBAin  OF  OONOBBBS. 


18» 


Ana,  m] 


[H.  or  B. 


ffmy  of  Ftanoe.  On  this  oooarion  did  the 
Seo^siy  ftttempt,  either  diroctlj  or  indirect* 
l]r.  to  deny  the  existence  of  sach  a  t^edge  to 
Mexico  T  On  the  contmr,  in  his  letter  to  Kr. 
PoiiMtt,  of  the  ftth  of  Korember  last,  he  ex- 
pres^jr  reoogniaea  our  obligati<m,  and  leaves 
U»  Mcziean  Goremment  to  infer  what  we 
woald  have  dcme  had  the  oontingeiM^  h^ipen- 
ed,  from  a  deqiateh  whieh  he  Imd  aent  to  the 
Amerioan  Hiniatw  at  Ftek.  Thia  deapatoh 
ooDtaned  an  expreaa  declaration  that  the  Got- 
(nuncDt  of  the  IJnHed  Statee  oonld  notoonsent 
to  the  oeimpati<m  of  the  idaada  €i  Gaba  and 
Pwta  Rioo  hj  any  othor  Eoropeanpower  thui 
Spain,  under  anj  continffency*  Was  not  this 
a  tormil  reoc^ttion  of  the  pledge,  on  the 
(NUt  of  oar  Ezeoatire  f  Bnt  is  this  all  t  Ko ; 
T«7  fir  from  it.  It  is  nnneoessary  agun  to 
repeat  the  strong  Uogoage  of  Mr.  Poi^tt  to 
Uw  IGnisters  of  Mexico  npon  this  saMeet, 
wUeh  has  been  ao  often  repeated  <hi  this  now. 
It  is  90  clav  and  ooncInaiTe  n  pledge  that,  with 
topect  to  it,  mun  oan  be  no  mialaka  or  nda- 
ippnbetnioDa.  This  laaffoage  was  oommoni- 
oted  to  Mr.  Olay,  in  the  letter  of  the  S8th  of 
September.  That  gentleman,  when  called  npcm 
\j  this  Honse  for  his  answer,  informed  ns  uiat 
Done  had  been  transmitted.  He  has  sinoe  dis- 
wTcred  that  he  was  mistaken,  and  has  trans- 
nitted  us  the  answer  to  IDr.  Poinsett's  letter, 
vhich  had  been  accidentally  overlooked.  Does 
thU  letter  of  Mr.  Olay  disapprove  the  declara- 
tioB  of  Mr.  Poinsett  to  the  Mexican  Govem- 
nent)  We  know  that  it  does  not.   An  im- 

eied  agseut  is  as  strong  as  an  expreaa  assent 
T.  foimiHt,  from  his  instmctions^  and  from 
^  whole  eom^tondenoe,  ataoda  oom[detely 
JvtiSed  b«fin«  his  country  for  tiie  dedarataona 
K  bas  made.  In  thia  manner  onr  conntry,  so 
&r  as  it  can  be  oOTiDiitted  by  the  Administra- 
tion,  has  been  pledged  to  Mexico  to  pnrsne  the 
ftm  of  poUcy  which  I  have  endeavwed  to 
Mneate. 

Hcnr  Bliall  we  extricate  ooraelves  from  these 
obltgitioos  to  Mexico  ?  Shalt  we  say  to  them : 
true  it  is,  we  have  attempted  to  obtain  from  yon 
tiw  ttme  commercial  privileges  which  yon  are 

to  grant  to  tbe  other  Repnblios  of  this 
*>>ttii>eot,  deolarii^  to  yon  tnat  we  form  a 
Ht  of  what  ia  called  the  great  Aroerioan  ^a- 
fw,  taA  that  we  are  pledged  to  malntdn  your 
B^cpeadoice  by  war,  if  Oiat  ahoold  beoome 
Xewary,  *'  and  to  bear  the  bmnt  of  the  con- 
(tit,"  Trae  it  is  we  Icnow  in  what  manner  yon 
ondenttood  onr  dedarationa,  and  we  have  ex- 
P^.T  recognized  yonr  oonstmctiiHi,  by  de- 
thring  onr  ^termination  to  oarry  it  into  effect 
■fiuHt  France,  if  she  shonld  attempt  to  invade 
ae  islsad  of  Cuba.   Tnie  it  is,  that  when  the 

of  the  pledge  was  distinctly  brong^t 
^onu  to  oar  Oovemment  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  we 
*|>w  wUspered  a  word  against  its  binding 
""Oh  Bat  yet  yon  were  entirely  mistaken  in 
■Uutara.  Mr.  Clay,  whilst  the  House  of  ftep- 
nentaUfM  bad  the  atdjact  wider  debate,  has 
waied,thit  U  wh  a  pledge,  not  to  yon,  hut 


to  onraelvea  and  onr  posterity.  Ton  have, 
therefore,  no  interest  wnatever  in  this  pledge, 
and  we  oan  release  oorselvea  from  it  as  soon 
as  we  shall  think  proper. 

I  ask  if  any  man  of  honor,  after  he  bad  com- 
mitted himself  to  his  neighbor  in  this  manner, 
and  had  thns  attempted  to  obtain  an  advantage 
from  him,  oonld  afterwards  say,  vnthont  for- 
feiting his  diaraoter,  I  merely  pledged  myaelf 
to  myself.  I  oan,  and  will,  redeem  myaalf  from 
my  pledge ;  and  yon  moat  anflbr  the  loaa  anA 
the  disappointment. 

In  my  opinion,  the  fHenda  of  tiie  Adminia- 
tration  on  this  floor  onght  to  be  most  anxions 
that  these  amendments  shoidd  prevwl.  They 
wonld  be  the  best  Justification  of  the  Preddent 
at  Panama.  He  oonld  then  say,  with  propriety^ 
that,  whatever  might  have  been  his  own  iodi- 
nation  in  relation  to  this  pledge,  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatives  had  dedarod  it  should  never 
have  their  sanction. 

I  thinkj  rir,  I  have  already  ahown,  tiiat  tbe 
doenments  upon  onr  table  contain  sufficient 
reasons  for  the  adoption  of  these  amendmenta. 
But  I  ahall  not  rest  here.  I  will  prooeed  to 
another  most  important  branch  of  tne  anlfjeet 
In  the  first  plaoe,  however,  It  will  be  neoeaaary 
to  present  before  the  committee  a  view  of  tho 

{irecise  character  of  the  Omgress  of  Panama, 
t  is  certainly  not  difflonlt  to  understand  ita 
natnre;  but,  in  my  Judgment,  it  has  not  been 
correctiy  explained.  If  yon  wonld  look  for  its 
true  character  you  must  examine  tbe  treaties 
to  which  it  owes  its  existence.  They  form  a 
perpetual  fiance,  offensive  and  defensive,  in 
peace,  and  in  war,  betwem  those  RepnUioa 
who  are  partiea  to  tliem.  They  create,  to  nae 
their  own  langnim,  "  apeipetnu  nnitOLleagne, 
and  eonfiederation."  Tse  Oongreaa  of  Panama 
will  be  composed  of  Plenipotentiaries  from  all 
the  Southern  Republics,  "for  the  purpose  <^ 
establishing  on  a  more  solid  basis,  the  intimate 
relations  which  should  exist  between  them  all 
individually  and  collectively,  and  that  it  may 
serve  as  a  council  in  great  events,  as  a  point  of 
union  in  common  danger,  as  a  futhfnl  inter- 
preter  of  public  treatiee  when  difficulties  may 
arise,  and  as  an  arbitrator  and  oonoUlator  in 
their  diqntea  and  di^renoea."  It  appear^ 
then,  that  the  flratol^eet  intended  to  be  aooMit- 
Uahed  by  the  Oongreaa  of  Panama  la,  to  estab- 
Ush  a  atrict  and  intimate  alUanoe  and  nnira 
between  all  and  each  of  the  seven  Bepublica 
which  have  freed  themselves  from  the  yoke  of 
Spain.  Should  this  be  aooompllBhed,  to  the 
extent  whioh  they  intend,  I  shall  look  upon  the 
day  of  its  oonsnmmatioa  as  tho  darkest  which 
^s  conntry  will  ever  have  beheld.  We  sbalt 
then  be  oompelled  either  to  become  a  member 
of  the  Confederacy,  or  stand  eione  upon  this 
continent  agmnst  seven  independent  imd  pow- 
erfal  nationa.  It,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
honor,  or  the  intereat  of  the  American  people, 
we  shall  be  compelled  to  go  to  war  with  one 
tbeae  Bepnhlioa,  the  whole  omtfaieiit  of  Amerioa 
soolb  <tf  onr  own  tenitur,  will  be  marshalled 
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in  hostile  anrajr  ag^iut  tub.  War  with  one 
most  be  war  with  all.  Sooh  an  alliance  maj 
not  be  so  dangerona  to  our  liberties  aa  a  league 
between  monarcba ;  bat  the  calm  of  deepotiniL 
bowevOT  dreadfbl  it  maj  be  to  the  aniyeota  of 
the  deapot,  does  not  present  to  foreign  nations 
the  same  terrora  tiiat  wonM  be  presented  b^  s 
oonfederation  of  jonng,  and  vigorous,  and  am- 
bitions Republics.  I  trust  in  God,  that  the  Min- 
isters  who  may  be  sent  to  Panama  will  be  ia- 
stmcted  to  use  tiieir  best  exertiona  to  break  up 
this  Congress.  With  whatever  favor  it  may 
now  be  regarded  bv  the  American  pe(^le,  the 
time  will  oome,  ere  long,  when  It  will  be  looked 
upon  as  an  olject  of  Jeafonsjr  and  apprehendon. 
If  this  Congress  should  aocomplish  uie  purpose 
fbr  which  it  has  been  oonvened*  our  hope  must 
then  be,  that  it  will  share  the  fate  of  nearly  all 
the  Confederacies  which  have  ever  existed. 
Our  Ministers  should  warn  them  br  the  exam- 
pies  of  history,  by  the  precepts  <tf  Washington, 
to  avoid  entangling  awanoea  with  each  ^her. 
They  ahould  acunonish  them  of  the  danger  of 
jealousy  and  civil  war.  They  should  tell  them 
that  such  a  league,  instead  of  being  their  pro- 
tection, might  become  their  ruin. 

It  is  dear  to  my  mind,  from  the  doonmenta  in 
our  possession,  that  tiie  Prerideut,  in  b^anong 
the  difficulties  of  oar  situation,  thought  it  bet- 
ter  this  country  should  incur  the  dwger  of 
becoming  eveatnally  a  party  to  this  aliianocL 
than  ataod  alone.  He  must  We  fbreseoi,  and 
it  is  evident  he  did  fbcwee,  that  thia  Govem- 
meot.  whatever  mi^t  be  ita  intenUon  by  send- 
ing lunisters  to  the  Congress  ol  PanaDU^  would 
be  insensibly  drawn  into  the  confederation; 
thiU;  the  Congress,  from  the  nature  of  the  ob- 
jects to  which  its  attention  will  be  directed, 
mast  be  perpetual.  After  the  alliance  shall 
have  been  completely  formed,  it  will  rem«a  as 
the  coancU  in  great  events,  and  the  p<nnt  of 
union  in  common  danger  for  the  Confederacy. 
I  am  free  to  admit,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  will 
not  be  an  assembly  of  sovereign  States,  like 
our  old  oonCederation.  Ita  powers,  however, 
are  more  than  mere^  dipltHuatio.  It  possesses 
tadidal  anthwity  to  fix  the  construction  and 
oedde  upon  the  tnie  meaning  of  public  treaties 
betweoi  members  of  the  Confederacy.  It  will 
also  be  the  arbitrator  in  all  dispntee  and  diffi- 
culties which  may  arise.  Whether  it  will  poe- 
sess  the  power  of  carrying  Its  decrees  into  effect, 
I  cannot  determine,  as  the  treaties  are  silent 
upon  that  suttject  The  President,  when  he 
accepted  the  invitation  ^ven  to  this  country  to 
be  represented  by  the  Ministers  in  thatCon- 
gre&s,  knew  that  their  very  attendanoe  there 
might  produce  a  strong  sympathy  between  us 
and  the  coofederates.  That,  whatever  instrao* 
tiona  might  be  given  in  the  beginning,  we 
ahoold,  probably,  in  the  end,  be  drawn  into  an 
alliance.  Thia  ia  a  Tiew  of  the  aol^ect  entirely 
distinet  horn  any  qnestim  which  has  ariaen, 
dther  reflecting  our  neutrality  in  the  war 
between  Spain  and  her  former  colonies,  or  our 
jtedge  to  m^tain  their  indgyendance  and  form 
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<^  Qovemment  It  looks  beyond  both.  The 
Prendent,  in  his  Message  to  the  House,  has  nuA 
this  question  fiiirly.  I  shall  quote  his  own  lan- 
guage :  He  says,  "  among  the  inqolries  whidi 
wwe  thou^t  entitled  to  owuideration,  beCm 
the  determlnrtion  was  taken  to  aooept  the  in> 
vitation,  was  that,  whether  the  measore  migjit 
not  have  a  tendency  to  change  the  policy, 
hitiierto  invariably  pursued  by  the  United 
States,  d  avcnding  all  entangling  allianoes  and 
all  anneoeaaary  fmwgn  conneetionsL" 

I>oes  the  President  deprecate  this  evrat, 
wUch  his  suacity  had  foreseen  I  Does  he 
declare  that  this  shall  never  be  our  policy,  and 
that  he  will  take  the  necessary  means  to  pre- 
vent itt  On  the  contrary,  knowing  that  the 
American  people  oonsiderod  an  adherenoe  to 
the  Farewell  Addreta  of  the  man  who  was  first 
in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  at 
hia  oonntiTmen,  to  be  the  paUa^om  <tf  tbav 
aafe^,  he  has;  by  a  long  and  ingenious  aiKii* 
men^  attempted  to  destroy  its  force.  He  naa 
endeavored  to  prove  that  ita  prinoiplea  did  not 
^I^y  to  the  Soathem  Republics,  and  that 
General  Washington  himself^  under  exiating  dr- 
cnmstances,  would  have  entered  into  dose  al- 
liance with  them.  And  has  it  come  to  thist 
Was  it  not  enough  to  have  abandoned  the  prin- 
oiplea of  that  immortal  man,  without  attempt- 
ing, by  ingenuity,  to  turn  them  in  direct  o|^o- 
sition  to  their  plain  and  palpable  meaning  I  I 
do  not  wish  to  cast  any  refleetiinH  npon  the 
character  of  the  presmt  Prendent.  I  believe 
him  to  be  a  great  atatesman,  and  perhi^  as 
wdl  Twied  In  the  thecH^  of  ditilmuacy  as  any 
man  now  living.  I  must,  however,  be  pomifc- 
ted  to  say,  th^  he  has  attempted  to  exirfain 
away  the  principles  of  the  Farewell  Ad^&ess. 
Ko  man  wno  reads  his  Message  can  entratsin 
a  doubt  on  the  Bubjeot.  And,  yet,  his  friraids 
in  this  House  say  tiiere  is  no  cause  for  alarm ; 
there  is  no  necesn^  for  adopting  the  amend- 
ments— ^if  we  did,  they  wonla  show  a  want  of 
pn^r  oonfidenoe  in  the  Executive.  I  should 
nave  been  glad  if  my  fiiend  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Evkbbtt)  had  given  us  any  explanation  <rf 
this  part  of  his  Message  in  his  report.  He  has 
not  tnoQght  proper  to  do  so,  but  has  ingenioody 
passed  it  over  without  commoit.  u  it  not, 
then,  necessary  to  adopt  theae  wnwidmenta,  for 
the  purpose  of  declaruig  that,  in  our  opinion, 
thepolicy  of  Washington  should  still  prevul  t 

The  President,  in  his  Message  to  the  Senate 
has  declared  that  he  deemed  it  to  be  within  the 
constitutional  competence  the  Executive  to 
send  Ministers  to  Panama.  He  applied  to  the 
Senate,  not  because  he  thought  their  sanction 
necessary,  not  becaose  be  beUeved  he  coold  act 
without  it,  but  because  he  wished  to  evince  a 
proper  de^«e  of  deference  for  thdr  oi^im. 

xkis,  it  appears  to  me,  is  an  aeamption  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  unknown 
to  the  oonstitntiiai.  Tliat  instrument  makee  it 
his  duty  "  to  give  Congress,  from  time  to  time, 
information  of  the  state  of  the  Union."  "Enm 
thia  dn^  resnlta  hia  power  of  amdiof  agents 
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•broad,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information.  This  power  has  been  often  exer- 
died.  But,  hj  what  aatfat^^  the  Preeideot 
oonld  daim  tiw  ri^t  (d  aenmng  Flenipoten- 
tiiriM  to  Panaraft,  withont  the  oonNnt  <rfthe 
Senate,  I  am  ntterl  j  at  a  lots  to  detnmine. 

Then  is  another  reason  whioh  has  shaken 
my  oonfidenee  in  the  Exeoative,  so  for  as  re- 
ipectB  this  mission.  The  Senate  were  anxiooa 
to  ^aensB  this  measure  with  opMi  doors.  They, 
therefore,  requested  the  President  to  inform 
them,  whether  Uie  publication  <^  the  dooumenta 
neceseaiT  to  be  r^rred  to  in  debate,  would  be 
prgadioal  to  existins  negotiations.  He,  how- 
eror,  fixed  the  seal  oouGdenoe  upon  the  pro- 
eeedings,  and  he^  th«n  bound  to  seerwTj 
Uat  aatbe  gnmp  (tf  death.  But  no  sooner  had 
flie  Senate  oeoided  the  question,  than  he  him- 
self pnb&hed  to  the  wmd  these  very  doon- 
maptH,and  aooompaiiied  them  hj  a  Itesaage, 
which  it,  in  faot,  but  an  answer  to  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Belations  to  the 
Senate.  The  reply  is  thus  made  to  precede 
the  argument,  And  thus  it  was  expected  first 
to  aeixe  upon  the  feelings  c£  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  get  th«n  committed  against 
SemJbd.  It  is  not  for  me  to  st^tUs  conduct 
waa  wrong ;  hot  I  know*  if  X  were  a  Senator, 
I  should  feel  it  most  aenribly.  In  this  rep^, 
wheBenr  the  argnmoit  of  the  Oommittee  H 
Forwgn  Bdationa  was  unmswerahle^  the  Pres- 
ident ehanaed  hii  graand,  and  presented  the 
matter  to  we  Howe  hit  aa  a^Mot  entirely  dif- 
ferent. I  slu^  present  an  example  before  the 
committee,  to  ilfustrate  this  pontion. 

The  Fraidait,  In  his  Message  to  the  SmatCL 
distinctiy  stated,  that  one  object  which  he  had 
in  new  in  aoeepting  the  inrltatjcoi,  was  to  in- 
floebce  the  southern  nations  to  change  their 
wditicsl  eonstitations  in  reoard  to  their  estab- 
lished religion,  and  to  mtroduoe  uniTeraal 
Ubntioo.  Trim  the  state  of  public  opimon 
k  those  oonntiies,  an  attempt  of  this  nature 
would  spnaA  one  uniTersal  flame  OTcr  the 
vhole  sootbem  eontinoit.  With  whatever 
Jmim  the  OMuiiea  of  tiie  Oatht^o  lelifnon  niay 
it  has  been  a  scourge  to  liberty^  in  other 
floootriea,  it  has  oertainly  been  a  blesnng  to  the 
nathmi  RepabUcs.  Its  Ifinisters^  so  nr  from 
liaffing  set  themselTcs  in  array  agalnrt  the 
prine^es  of  liberty,  took  a  leading,  and  an 
cftaent  part  in  aooompIuhiDg  the  Bevolation. 
lUa  assertiwi  is  true,  in  its  utmost  extent,  in 
rdstian  to  Mezioo.  The  Preddent,  having 
dtseorered  the  danger  of  snoh  an  interference, 
■t  tbe  present  time,  very  {Hudeotly  changed  his 
tttimde  in  his  Uesuge  to  this  House,  and  now 
ody  intends  to  ask,  at  Panama,  what  I  feel  con- 
lidmt  aU  tbe  natxnis  will  grant,  without  the 
kait  difficulty— the  libwfy  to  car  own  citizens, 
¥Uie  th^  reside  within  any  of  the  Repablica, 
flf  voiAmHiV  tbdr  God  aocwding  to  the  dic- 
tMasof  mir  own  emMoienoe. 

I  oome,  now,  to  lyeak  of  a  subject  deeply 
i^ttnaUog  to  my  own  wnutitueuts,  and  to  the 
lltMi  wUeh  I  hM«  tbe  honw,  in  part|  to  repfft* ; 
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sent,  as  wdl  as  the  rest  of  the  Union.  We 
have  often  been  told,  as  an  argnment  against 
these  amendmaits,  that  they  imply  a  want  of 
oonfideneB  in  the  Exeentive.  JndgtnR  from 
th^  oondnot  in  rektion  to  the  islana  nCnbaf 
I  am  Jnstified  in  declaring,  that  my  oonfldenoe 
in  them  is  shaken,  in  every  thing  which  regards 
the  southern  Bepubllos.  England  and  Franco 
have  been  warned  by  our  Government,  In  the 
most  solemn  and  formal  manner,  that  we  could 
not  consent  to  the  occupation  of  that  island  by 
any  other  European  power  than  Spun,  onder 
any  contingency  whatever.  Ought  not  the 
same  course  to  have  been  pursued  towards  the 
South  American  Bepublicst  The  reasons  for 
adopting  this  policy,  as  I  shall  presently  show, 
are  at  least  as  strmig  in  the  one  case  aa  in  1^ 
othtf;  bat,  yet,  the  dooaments  {nove  Halt  the 
Oaldnet  had  amved  atadilforent  oonelaalon. 
From  them,  It  is  evidoit.  that  our  Government 
did  not  intend  to  interfwe  for  tbe  pnrpoee  of 
preventing  an  invarion  that  island  by  Mexico 
and  Oolombia.  Mr.  Olay,  in  hia  letter  of  De- 
cember last,  to  the  Ministers  of  these  two  na- 
tion^ requested,  only,  that  their  invasion  of 
Oat«  might  be  suspended  until  the  resalt  of 
our  interference  in  their  favor  with  the  Enro- 
pean  powers  should  be  asooluned.  In  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Middleton,  onr  Minister  at  St. 
PetanboK,  dated  in  Mi^  last,  which  he  read 
to  tbe  l^istma  oi  Kexieo  and  OcJomlna,  he 
entered  into  a  loiw  argummt  to  Justify  an  in- 
vadon  of  that  idand  by  those  Bepnblics,  in  case 
Spain  shoold  prove  obstinate,  and  not  recognize 
thdr  independence.  I  will  not  trouble  the  com- 
mittee by  reading  this  despatch  to  them,  aa  it 
is  in  the  hands  m  evoy  member. 

The  vast  importance  of  tiie  island  of  Cuba  to 
the  peoi^e  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be 
^nerally  known.  The  oommerce  of  wis  inland 
u  of  immense  value,  particularly  to  the  agricul- 
tural and  navigating  interests  of  the  ooantry. 
Its  importance  nas  been  nqiidly  increasing  for 
a  nnmber  of  years.  To  the  middle  or  grain- 
growing  States^  this  commerce  is  almost  indis- 
pensabM.  The  a^regate  value  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  the  growth,  produce,  and 
mannfaoture,  of  the  United  States,  exported  an- 
nually to  that  island,  now  exceeds  three  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars.  Of  this  amount,  more 
than  the  one-third  o(asists  of  the  two  articles 
of  pork  and  fionr.  The  chief  of  the  other  pro- 
duots  of  domestic  oripn  are  fldi,  fish-oil,  sper- 
maceti candles,  timber,  beef^  butter,  and  cheese, 
rice,  tallow  candles,  and  soap.  Our  principal 
imports  from  that  island  are,  coffee,  sugar,  and 
molasses,  articles  which  may  almost  be  consid- 
ered necessaries  <^  life.  The  whide  amount  of 
onr  exports  to  it,  foreign  and  domestic  is 
nearly  nx  mllliona,  and  onr  Imprarti  neariy  e^ht 
millions  cf  dcUan.  The  articlea  which  consti- 
tute the  medtmn  of  this  commerce,  are  both 
bulky  and  ponderous,  and  their  transportation 
employs  a  large  portion  of  our  foreign  tonnage. 
More  than  the  one-seventh  of  the  whole  ton- 
nage,  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  whioh  entered 
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Uie  ports  of  the  United  States,  daring  the  year 
ending  the  last  day  of  September,  1824,  came 
from  Oaba ;  and  but  little  leas  than  that  pro- 
portion of  the  tonnage  employed  in  oar  export 
trade,  sailed  for  that  island.  Its  commerce  is, 
at  present,  more  TatnaUe  to  the  United  States 
than  that  of  all  the  aoathem  B^Uiea  united. 
How,  thoL  can  the  Anualoan  people  ever  agree 
that  this  island  shall  be  invaded  hj  OdomMa 
and  Mexico,  and  pass  onder  their  dominion  f 
Onght  we  not  to  avert  its  impending  fate,  if 
possible  ?  The  vast  and  fertile  regions  of  Mex- 
ico and  Oolombia  will  prodace,  in  abnndanoe, 
nearly  all  the  articles  with  which  we  now  sapply 
Cnba.  If  it  shoidd  be  revolotionized  and  be- 
come an  integral  part  of  either  of  tiiese  Bepnb- 
licB,  the  fate  of  ttiis  portion  of  onr  trade  wonld 
at  onoB  be  sealed.  Disguise  the  fact  as  we 
may,  Mexico  is  destined  to  become  onr  rival, 
fihe  already  feels  it  and  knows  it.  fihe  already 
looks  to  war  between  na  and  the  aonthem  Re- 
pnblics,  Vhen  onr  Mfatistw  told  her  Flenipo- 
tentiartes  t^at  the  power  she  derired  to  pre- 
serve of  granting  prlvileses  to  the  sonthem 
Republics  wfai(di  she  wished  to  deny  to  ns^ 
wonld  be  nseless  to  her  on  account  (tf  onr  ex- 
isting treaties  with  them,  they  hastily  remarked, 
that  war  wonld  dissolve  all  treaties.  Shall  we, 
then,  stand  with  onr  arms  folded,  and  see  this 
icJand  pass  into  her  possession  t  fitiall  we  rest 
contented  with  having  advised  a  rinmle  8U^>en- 
sion  of  its  invasion  merely  with  a  new  to  the 
benefit  of  tiiose  Bccmblics  t 

Important  as  this  idand  11117  be  to  na  in  a 
onnmendal,  it  is  itiU  more  ImpOTtant  in  a  po- 
litical view.  From  its  portion,  it  oommanda 
tiie  entrance  ni  the  GnUs,  both  of  Mexico  and 
Siorlda.  The  rqxnt  of  our  Oommittee  of  For- 
dgn  Relations  tnily  eays,  "that  the  Koro  may 
be  regarded  as  a  fortr^  at  the  month  of  the 
MississippL"  Any  power  in  possession  of  this 
island,  even  with  a  amall  naval  force,  oonld 
hermetically  seal  the  month  of  the  Misussipin. 
Thus,  the  vast  agrionltnral  prodnctions  of  th^ 
valley,  which  is  drained  by  the  father  of  rivers, 
might  be  deprived  of  the  channel  which  nature 
intended  for  their  passage.  A  Uvge  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  State,  one  of  whose  Bei»e- 
■entatlves  I  am,  find  meii  way  to  market  hf 
the  Misriseipi^.  For  this  reason  I  feel  parties- ' 
larly  interested  in  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
great  law  of  self-preservation,  which  is  eqaally 
mnding  on  individuals  and  nations,  coininends 
vs,  if  we  cannot  obtfun  possession  of  this  island 
ourselves,  not  to  soffer  it  to  pass  from  Spain, 
under  whose  dominion  it  will  be  harmless. 
And  yet  our  Qovemment  have  never  even  pro- 
tested a^dnat  its  invawm  Mexico  and  Co- 
lombia. 

There  is  still  another  view  of  the  fobject  in 
relation  to  this  idand,  which  demands  particn- 
lar  attention.  Let  us,  for  a  moment,  look  at 
the  speotaele  which  it  will  probably  present,  in 
ease  Mexico  and  OolomUa  shoola  attempt  to 
revolutionize  it.  Have  they  not  alw^r^  march- 
ed under  the  atandaid  of  unlTenat  anandpa- 


tionf  Have  they  not  always  conquered  by 
produming  lil>er^  to  the  slave  ?  In  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  this  island  what  will  be  the 
probable  consequence  t  A  servile  war,  which, 
In  every  age,  has  been  the  most  barbarous  and 
deBtmouve ;  and  which  qwrea  neither  age  nar 
aez.  Revenge,  urged  on  1^  cmel^  and  igno- 
rance^ would  deaolate  tiie  land.  The  dreMAil 
■oenea  <rf  St.  Dnnlngo  wonld  agun  be  presented 
to  onr  ^ew,  and  would  again  be  acted  almost 
within  sight  of  our  own  shores.  Cuba  would 
be  a  vast  magazine  in  the  vicinity  ai  Uie  south- 
ern States,  whose  exploeiim  would  bedangnooa 
to  tbur  tranquillity  and  peace. 

Permit  me  here,  Mr.  Gfaainnan,  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  speak  upon  a  subject,  to  whidi  I  have 
never  before  adverted  to  upon  this  floor,  and  to 
which,  I  trust,  I  may  never  again  haveoocasidh 
to  advert  I  mean  the  subject  of  slavery.  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  mat  political  and  a  great  moral 
evil.  I  thank  God,  aj  lot  hat  beu  caat  in  a 
State  where  It  does  not  eiM.  But  while  I 
entertain  theae  <9in}(His,  I  know  it  is  an  evil  at 
present  without  a  remedy.  It  has  been  a  cuna 
entailed  upw  us  by  that  natim  which  now 
makes  it  a  sntijeot  of  r^>roadi  to  oar  inatitn* 
tiona.  It  is,  however,  one  of  those  moral  evils, 
from  which  it  is  imposrible  for  us  to  escape, 
without  the  introduction  trf  evils  infinitely 
greater.  There  are  porti<ms  of  this  Union,  in 
which,  if  yon  emandpate  your  riavea,  they  wiB 
become  masters.  There  can  be  no  middle 
course.  Is  there  any  man  in  this  Union,  who 
could,  for  one  moramt,  Indulge  the  horrid  idea 
of  abolishing  slavery,  by  the  ma— ere  oi  the 
higli-minded  and  the  chivalrous  race  of  men 
in  the  South  t  I  tnut  there  ia  not  one.  For 
my  own  part,  I  would,  without  heatatiou, 
buckle  on  my  knapsack,  and  march  in  company 
with  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  £vib- 
■tt)  in  d^enoe  of  their  cause. 

I  am  willing  to  oontider  slavery  as  a  question 
entirely  domestic,  and  leave  it  to  those  States 
in  which  it  exists.  The  Constitution  of  tlie 
United  States  shall  be  my  role  of  conduct  upon 
this  subject  I  have  good  reason  to  believe^ 
that  the  honest,  but  mutaken  attempta  of  phi- 
lanthropists^ have  done  much  injury  to  the 
daves  thHnadves.  These  attempta  generally 
reach  the  ears  of  the  dave,  and  vrhilst  they  in- 
spire him  with  false  hopes  of  liberty,  and  thus 
make  him  disobedient,  and  discontented  with 
his  condition,  they  compel  the  master  to  use 
more  severity  than  wonld  othnwiae  have  been 
necessary. 

I  think  I  have  shown  we  are  deeply  int«^ 
ested  in  every  thing  which  regards  me  fate  of 
Cuba.  I  do,  therefore,  most  sincerely  rejoice 
that  the  President  has  recentiy  chanced  his 
policy  concerning  that  island.  He  liss,  at 
lengtn,  come  forward  like  a  statesman,  and  with 
true  magnanimity  baa  corrected  thoee  ernm 
into  which  he  had  previously  ftllen.  In  hii 
late  Message  to  the  Hooae,  we  hear  no  more  of 
requeating  Oolombia  and  Mexico  to  snspnd 
Aor  invMii^  till  the  ^Jeasure  of  Spain  can  bs 
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faMwn ;  bat  he  has  told  tu  distinctly,  tliat, 
tbe  Caa^eesB  of  PananiA, "  all  our  effMis  in  ref- 
moee  to  tikis  intwest  will  be  to  preterre  the 
enstii^  state  <tf  tfiings,  tiie  tranqnilli^  of  the 
UandSf  and  the  peace  and  teonii^  dtiabe  in- 
bbitantB.'*  This  dedaratiim  is  Uie  stroncest 
irgument  that  oould  be  urged,  to  my  ndnc^  in 
favor  of  the  miBsion. 
Mr.  Wmrs  si^;  I  ein  sagrfHr.  Obaimum,  in 

Erfect  dnoerity  and  nndenflss  of  heart,  diat  I 
re  given  to  this  saqect  all  that  rraeotion 
which  its  grave  and  important  character 
demandft:  tiw  more  so,  indeed,  as  there  are  those^ 
vboBB  judgment  and  fbreoast  I  hold  In  the 
higbeat  re^>ect,  fonnd  in  opposition  to  the  meas- 
ore.  Bat  after  Ustenins  most  attentiTely  to  all 
that  biB  been  said,  and  after  wdi^dng  most 
ddiber^elr  in  my  mind  all  the  reasons  «a  and 
■Cainat  i^  I  can  arrive  at  no  otiw  oondnrion 
than  that  thia  country  shoold  be  represented  in 
the  proposed  oonferences  at  Panama. 

It  has  freqoently  and  jostly  been  remarked, 
in  tbe  coarse  of  the  debate,  that  this  qneMion 
has  exdted  a  deep  and  HtbIt  intnest,  not  only 
here,  where  it  is  to  l>e  decided,  bnt  Uironghont 
tbe  nation,  whose  attention  la  fixed  upon  it 
It  would  indeed  be  extraordinary,  had  it  been 
regarded  in  any  other  lidht  than  as  a  propoMtion 
of  high  importanoe  to  t£e  welfhre  of  this  oonn- 
try,  and  as  intimately  connected  with  the  pre* 
■ervadon  and  extenaon  of  the  [wimdples  on 
which  oar  political  Institntimia  are  foonded. 
The  pro^rity  and  power  whkih  this  great 
CcsiMerated  RepnbUo  has  attidned,  has  demon- 
■Med  to  the  world,  that  a  free  Govenlmrat, 
«oianating  directiy  from  tbe  pec^le,  and  having 
for  its  oli^t  their  peace,  happiness,  and  eecority 
ticne,  b  not  an  ideal  scheme  of  visionary 
eotboaasta.  It  is  here  shown  to  be  a  sober 
reality— «  substantial  permanent  good,  enjoyed 
sod  acknowledged  by  every  one  within  the 
Mwre  of  its  operatimi,  and  the  moral  and 
p(£tical  influence  of  wlueh  has  extended  far 
beyood  our  borders. 

Btiimilated  by  the  practical  example  which 
ttis  Gonmment  of  equal  rights  and  equal  laws 
ftrtiabes  to  the  nationa  of  tlie  esrai,  the 
people  of  the  sonthern  portion  of  our  faemi- 
■pwre  have  broken  the  chains  which  bonnd 
tlwin  to  the  car  of  a  despot,  ud,  like  the 
intnortel  founders  ai  onr  own  Republic,  throw- 
off  a  state  of  colonial  vaasal^,  by  their 
JiMt  eoondls,  arms,  and  efforts,  fighting  side 
V       through  a  long  and  bloody  war,  they 
uTfl  achieved  their  general  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence.  This  second  revolution  upon  the 
Americsn  Continent  has  brought  into  existence 
nglit  sovereign  and  indepeadent  States.  The 
wrceness  of  the  ■truggle  which  has  given 
Ibem  "iheir  separate  and  eqnal  station  among 
tht  nations  of  the  earth"  being  over,  their 
MUatiOD  is  ncnr  an^onsly  directed  to  the 
«(^  of  securing  and  expanding,  by  Inter- 
BstioDal  itipnlations  and  conTcntions.  the  in- 
•ttimable  Uv-esings  for  which  they  nave  so 
ftady  expendwl  tMr  Uood  and  tnanm.  Sbr 


this  purpose  their  diplomatic  agents  are  even 
now  Msembled  in  coimcil— and  in  these  impor- 
tant deUberations  we  are  invited  to  participate^ 
as  a  ywpla  of  kindred  latere^  and  foeiinga 
who  nave  sympatluaed  with  them  in  adTersity, 
r^f^eed  in  prosperity,  promptiy  acknowledged 
tiie  independenoe  whioh  they  have  established, 
and  from  whom  are  derived  tlieir  notions  of 
politicBl  and  t^vil  liber^.  Shall  we  accept  or 
shall  we  r^eot  an  invitati(m,  ^wing  out  of  such 
events,  having  for  its  olject  the  attainment  of 
BQoh  ends,  and  given  in  a  8|^t  of  frankness  and 
friendship  f — ^is  now  the  question  to  be  decided. 
And  what,  ur,  are  the  objections  urged  against 
it! 

It  is  said  that  the  otjjeoti  of  this  Oongresa 
are  imperfectly  known,  and  its  powers  indis- 
tinctly defined.  To  this  I  answer,  th^  enon^ 
is  known  of  the  ol^eets  fi>r  which  it  Is  held,  to 
show,  or  at  any  rate  to  satii^  me,  that,  la 
many  of  them,  we  have  a  direct  and  deep 
interest,  and  that  it  is  highly  important  for  us 
to  be  there  by  our  Bq>re8entatives.  As  to  Its 
powers,  it  cannot  be  material  for  us  to  know 
more  than  has  already  been  spread  before  us, 
on  that  head.  We  Imow  that  those  by  whom 
we  are  invited  will  have  power  to  confer  and 
a^Jnst  with  ns  matters  of  mutnal  interest 
Beycmd  that,  it  is  onneoessary  to  extend  our 
inquiries :  for,  however  comprehensive  may  be 
the  powers  of  those  who  are  to  represent  the 
Republics  of  tbe  Southern  Oontinent,  we  know 
that  tiie  powers  of  those  who  represent  va, 
must  depend  upon  tiie  peculiar  stractore  ana 
OTgaoizMion  of  our  own  Government.  They 
can  be  nothing  more  than  diplomatie  agents. 

Bat  it  is  said  that  it  may  violate  or  endanger 
our  neutrality.  To  this  I  answer,  that  tiie 
mere  act  of  sending  diplomatic  ^nts  ther^ 
is  no  more  a  violation  of  onr  neutrality,  than 
the  sending  them  to  any  belligerent  power — 
and  the  risk  of  its  bung  violated  by  any  acts 
done  by  our  agents  in  this  Otmgress,  is  the 
same,  and  no  greater,  than  that  it  will  be 
violated  throagfa  the  medium  of  our  Hiniateta 
now  reddoit  at  those  South  American  Govern- 
ments. In  additkm  to  this,  we  know  that  those 
who  invite  ns  do  not  expect  ns  to  partiinpate  ia 
the  disonssion  of  any  measure  that  might  affect 
onr  neutrality,  and  the  Executive  expnesly  dis- 
avows any  idea  tji  doing  so. 

Bat,  it  is  said  that,  by  means  of  this  mission, 
an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  may  be 
concluded  between  us  and  some  one,  or  all,  of 
these  Oonfederated  Republios;  and  it  Is  upon 
this  danger  that  my  oolleagne  has  dw<dt  with 
peculiar  emphasis. 

I  answer,  as  before,  that  there  is  no  greater 
risk  of  snch  a  step  being  taken  through  tbe 
medium  of  this  misdon,  than  thronglt  the 
mediom  of  onr  Ministers  already  in  Sonth 
America,  lite  mission  is  not  necessary  to 
enable  the  Executive  to  aooomplish  that  object, 
^  he  be  desirous  of  doins  it.  The  power  is 
already  in  his  hands,  and  has  been  ever  idnoe 
we  recognised  the  indqwndenoe  of  those  Gov- 
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anments,  and  by  oar  q)propriBtioiu  omotiiTed 
with  the  Exeotmve  and  the  Senate,  in  mo  ding 
EnTofB  Extraordinary  and  IGnistera  VltmSmo- 
tentiary  to  them.  Against  the  oonsammation 
of  inch  a  policy,  if  we  soppose  the  diaposition 
to  pQime  It  exists  on  the  part  of  the  Executive, 
we  moat  in  this,  as  in  every  other  ease,  rely 
npon  the  check  which  the  ooDstitotion  has  pro- 
Tided,  in  the  sober  views  and  ripe  oonncils  of 
the  Senate ;  or,  failing  in  our  oonfidence  there 
also,  we  mnst  retain  the  power  entirdy  in  onr 
own  hwdfl,  by  refiiMng  the  ^proiniatioQ. 
Bnt,  what  reaaon  is  there  to  appnhand  that 
the  Ezeontive  will  attempt  aooh  a  measure  t 
Does  he  not  know  the  feelings  and  the  views 
of  the  people  on  BQch  questions,  and  that  it  is 
with  them  a  principle  almost  as  well  eitabliahed 
aa  any  arUcle  in  onr  oonstitotloiif  that,  whtte 
we  maint«n  '^peace^  omnmerae,  and  honest 
fiieodahip,  with  all  natiims,**  we  will  have 
''entangliag  alliances  with  nonet  ^'  Does  he 
not  know  that  he  would  not  be  snststned  in  a 
different  coarse  by  tiie  ||eneral  voice  of  the 
public  councils  of  this  nation)  If  I  were  his 
bitterest  enemy  I  could  not  wish  him  to  take  a 
step  more  suicidal  as  regards  his  public  career. 

It  is  allied,  however,  that  even  this  kind  of 
oonfldenoe  is  not  to  be  repoaed,  beeanse  the 
^montive  intimates  an  oi^ion  that  it  may  be 
dedraUe  to  have  a  nmtiial  stipulation  between 
this  conntfy  and  the  BepubUoa  <tf  Sontii  Ameis 
lea,  inhibiting  the  colonization  of  either  conti- 
nent by  European  powers ;  and  because  the  cel- 
ebrated declaration  in  the  Executive  message 
in  1828,  in  relation  to  an  interference  in  the 
struggle  between  Spain  and  her  oolcmiea,  by  any 
European  Government,  is  now  recognized  as  a 
pledge  to  defend  them  in  snch  an  event.  Upon 
the  first  point  I  apprehend  no  danger:  the 
importance  of  such  a  stipulation  from  tiiose 
Govenmients,  gentlemen  will  estimate  for  them- 
selves. I  deem  it  of  minor  consideraticmi,  as 
compared  with  other  matters ;  bnt  it  taaj  have 
a  Tune  beymd  what,  on  slight  examinatioi, 
we  are  disposed  to  give  to  it.  ItoonM  prodnoe 
no  evil,  however,  if  confined  witUn  uie  limit 
indicated  by  the  Executive  Message,  namely, 
for  each  party  to  muntain  the  principle  in  ap- 
plication to  its  own  territory.  Bnt  this,  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  WiOEum)  re- 
garded as  a  deffradaticm  to  ourselves.  Whatl 
stipulate,  he  asks,  with  forngn  powers,  that  we 
wiU  preserve  the  integrity  of  our  own  soil? 
Sir,  this  is  not  treating  the  question  fiUrly.  It 
is  not  proposed  to  go  abroad  to  gather  strength, 
or  create  induomnents  to  defand  oar  own  soil 
The  colonization  of  any  part  ot  the  continent  of 
North  America,  within  onr  territorial  limits,  by 
any  Government,  never  will  be  permitted,  so 
long  as  this  BepobUo  retains  the  power  to  pre- 
vent it  Hie  stipulation,  therefore,  wonld  bind 
ns  to  no  conrse  other  than  that  to  whioh  our 
feelings  and  our  policy  would  prompt  us,  inde- 
pendent of  it.  Bat  it  woold  be  the  means  by 
which  we  should  obtain  the  security,  so  fiu-  as 
intunatioDai  atipalatkai  can  give  it|  that  no 


Sai  the  territorial  dMBinkn  of  the  aontlHa 
ibHos  should  pose,  by  oesmon  or  otharwiae^ 
un^>ean  powtm,  who  might  vnm  to  be 
troublesome  and  mischievons  neighbors  to  both 
of  OS.  In  relation  to  the  celebrated  dedtfation 
contained  in  the  Message  of  Mr.  Monro^  I  have 
but  a  single  remark  to  make :  I  say,  witii  the 
gentieman  Crom  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johhsox,)  who 
addressed  as  a  few  d^s  since  on  this  point, 
that  I  am  not  willing  to  retrace  our  st^M,  or  to 
take  one  purtide  frwn  the  just  wei^t  aztd  ooo- 
sidwatim  that  was  given  to  it,  both  by  this 
House  and  this  nation^  the  time  it  was  made.  It 
has  aoomnptisbed  its  purpose ;  the  danger  which 
induced,  or  which  might  be  considered  aa  ind- 
dfint  to  uie  assumption  and  promulgation  of  that 
prindide  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  hu 
passed  away.  It  bound  us  not,  as  we  all  know, 
by  any  treaty  stipulation,  to  the  Bepnblios  of 
South  America,  to  take  up  arma  in  thwr  caas& 
It  was  in  the  faoe  of  the  world  an  assertion  of 
oar  own  great  interests,  which,  however,  could 
not  but  operate  ben^cially  fbr  them.  It  was 
a  positicm  to  be  maintained  by  us  in  the  beat 
manner  we  oould^  oon^tentiy  with  other  great 
and  leading  considerations  in  the  policiy  m  the 
country.  Frtmi  it  we  oannot,  and  ought  not  to 
recede ;  and  whilst  I  oononr  with  gentlmnoi  in 
airing  that  I  would  not  enter  into  any  compact 
or  stipulation  with  these  Be^niblio^  wmeh 
would  diange  oar  present  position  aa  free 
agents  in  this  matter,  still,  I  maintain  th^ 
should  the  despotic  Gk>vemment8  of  Eorope  as- 
some  the  attitude  against  which  this  protest  of 
tAit  nation  was  made,  (of  which,  nowevo-, 
there  is  now,  hiqipily,  no  fear,)  it  would  be  a 
most  grave  and  solemn  question  what  oor  own 
interests  and  our  duty  would  require  of  as  in 
mob  a  oraaade  against  free  Representative  Gov- 
eramoit.  Every  man  in  this  nation  wonld  fed 
that  an  enemy  to  its  peace  and  its  liberty  was 
at  our  vei7^>or,  wagingwar  npon  ul  by  fiiroi* 
Uy  assailing  the  prinStdea  whioh  ue  at  the 
ftrandation  &  our  politioal  institoUma. 

I  Ikave,  then,  sir,  noticed  the  objectima  which 
have  been  urged  a^^st  the  mission — with 
whateffecttheoommittee  will  judge.  It  would 
be  unpardonable  in  me  to  detain  bbe  committee 
by  passing  $maHm  through  the  several  con- 
siderations which  have  beeii,  or  may  be  urged 
in  favor  of  it:  because  they  are  distincUy  set 
forth  in  the  Executive  papers  on  our  table,  and 
are  ag^  brou^t  perspicuously  in  review  be- 
fore US  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs ;  aU  of  which,  I  doubt  not,  have 
been  read  by  every  member  of  this  committee, 
under  the  impnlae  of  that  intense  interest  whidi 
the  sn^eot  has  excited.  Tb^  is  one  point  to 
which,  however,  I  most  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  for  a  few  minutea :  it  ia  the  fate 
of  the  island  of  Onba,  aa  omneeted  with  tlus 
question. 

I  listened,  Mr.  Ohurmsn,  with  Uie  most  pro- 
found attention  to  the  gentieman  from  South 
Oarolina,  (Mr.  Hamu-ton,)  to  ascertain,  if  pos- 
ritde^  what  hia  views  really  are  aa  to  tlw  pMi^f 
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to  be  porsMd  1>j  this  Ooremmflnt  in  rdation 
totbiiialaiid.  BntlwMnotftUato  infer  from 
Ui  rauAt,  what  meuDiw  he  would  pnnne, 
if  the  whcde  power  of  the  GoTemment,  in  this 
Mrttetdar,  were  Tested  in  him.  It  is^fpsroit, 
towerer,  that  neithw  he  not  mj  oollesgne  is 
■itwfied  with  the  stejM  which,  from  the  dooo- 
ments  before  us,  it  appears  tfiat  the  Govern- 
ment IkSB  taken,  or  wiui  those  whioh  it  jret  pro- 
pose* to  take.  Tliex  are  dissati^ed  wiUi  and 
ooodemn  tliingB  as  thej  now  find  them — that  we 
could  all  gather  from  their  remarks ;  bnt  thej 
do  not  come  forward  and  teU  ns  what  thej 
tlunk  would  place  ns  in  a  better  sitoation. 
Whilit  thejr  abstain  from  doing  bo,  they  will 
both  be  oaadid  ttiongh  to  admit  that  the  qnee- 
tion  it  one  extreme  deUeacy  aal  difflonltj. 
Ve  sboold  not  Ibrm  and  ex|n«SB  a  hasty  opin- 
Imi  npon  the  mljeet,  aa  presented  bj  the  doo- 
mnents  npon  oar  table,  for  it  is  totj  possible 
that  they  may  give  ns  bnt  a  partial  view  ot  Uie 
ground.  There  may  be  negotiations  pending 
at  this  moment  in  relation  to  Cabs,  abont 
which  we  know  uothinir — abont  wbiofa  the  Ex- 
eentiTfl^  ander  the  qnalified  call  made  npon  him 
has  deemed  it  inotmipatible  with  the  pnblic 
interest  to  eommnnicate  with  ns,  and  abont 
which  we  onght  not  to  seek  to  be  informed, 
rinoe  it  mi^t  be  the  means  oi  defeating  the 
very  oljeet  for  which  sach  negotiations  maybAre 
been  fawtitnted.  Tak^  for  example,  the  ease 
of  a  proposed  oearion  of  the  idand  of  OnbiL  hr 
BpuB,  to  some  other  Enropean  power,  ojusa 
tn  erent  wonld  aroose  the  Tinlanoe  of  the 
GoTcnunent,  and,  ondonbtedly,  lead  to  impor- 
tant dipknnatio  commnnications  with  Bpidn, 
ud,  periu4)a,  with  other  Enropean  Conrte  diso. 
Soch  an  emerguu^  m^*  have  happened,  and 
in  emneqiience  of  it,  the  £xeontiTe  may  have 
taken  lo^  measnres,  or  assnmed  snch  langnage 
sod  attitude,  as,  if  disclosed,  wonld  meet  onr 
^frobstion ;  bnt  at  the  same  time,  the  pnb- 
hei^  <rf  them  might  be  the  most  effeotnal 
method  (^prerenting  all  the  beneficial  results 
MherwiMto  be  attained  Iqr  tliem.  So,  also,  to 
the  Bqmblics  of  Booth  Amoloa,  oar  Iwgnage 
nay  haTC  been  of  a  mnoh  atnmger  and  more 
^e^ded  character  than  tfaatwhieh  haa  met  the 
paUk  eye  in  these  doomuents. 

1  Bgree  with  my  oollesgne,  (Ur.  Buobakav,) 
thst  the  ultimate  destiny  of  Cnba  is  of  Tsat  im- 
pwtsnoe  to  us,  in  more  respects  than  one.  It 
ooBuuDds  the  only  outlet  of  the  Western  States 
to  the  Ocean,  lies  in  tiie  track  of  onr  oonunerce 
00  the  seab<wrd,  and,  in  the  hands  of  any  Eu- 
ropean State  poaseenngamore  powerful  marine 
Ihsa  Spain,  might  be  &e  means  of  ezereiBing  a 
ttetroDing  and  pranicious  infinenoe  npon  uie 
ndnstry  of  onr  country  in  all  its  branches. 
How  far  we  onght  to  go  to  prevent  snoh  an 
svQ,  ia  another  most  grave  and  solenm  qneetion, 
liiieh,  however,  we  are  not  now  called  npon 
to  dedde.   If  we  were,  I,  for  one,  ihould  be 
fvepared  to  say,  that  this  nation  ought  not  to 
M  that  island  jpass  from  the  dominion  Sp^ 
to  Out  of  any  Enropean  Gkmmment  whatever. 


[B.  OT  B, 

Bnt,  ande  from  commercial  oonstderations,  ttf 
intimate  connection  wiA  onr  Interests  In  an- 
other point  d  view,  should  carry  us  to  Ffen- 
ama. 

There  are  interests^  sir,  in  this  UnionjMntii 
of  a  certain  line,  often  mentioned  in  this  House^ 
in  relation  to  which  I  shall  make  it  a  rule  not 
to  speak,  unless  when  they  be  pressed  upon  me 
by  those  more  intimately  connected  wltb  Uiem 
than  I  am.  - 1  am  willing  to  leave  them  with 
those  who,  from  their  loouity,  must  understand 
them  better,  and  feel  the  pressnre  of  them  more 
strongly  thiol  I  do.  Bnt,  if  they  wonld  be 
gnided  by  my  oonnsel,  they  wonld  avoid  the 
moition,  or,  at  any  rat&  the  pnblio  discusdon 
<tf  them,  umess  when  tne  most  imperioos  ne- 
oesd^  mtj  require  it.  If  there  be  an  evil  so 
fearfu  and  qipalling  as  they  represent,  in  tte 
bosom  ct  the  Southern  States  oi  this  Union,  it 
is  much  more  likely  to  be  aggravated  and  hast- 
ened to  a  crisis,  than  alleviatad  and  checked, 
by  frequent  recurrence  to  it  in  this  House. 

It  IB  admitted  on  all  hands,  however,  that  the 
invasion  of  Onba  by  the  BepubUcan  armies  of 
South  America,  under  the  banner  of  universal 
emancipation,  might  be  prodnotive  of  the  most 
depl<»«ole  consequences  by  its  infinenoe  «nd 
operation  on  those  interests.  If  so,  I  cannot 
but  en)ress  my  surprise,  that  any  gentleman 
ftmn  the  Sonth  should  be  arrayed  against  the 
miarion.  Nevertheless,  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Carolina  has  toiA  ns,  that  Cuba  is  the 
stalking  horse  on  which  dus  misdcm  vas  to 
ride  through  this  House. 

Sir,  who  was  it  that  first,  in  this  House,  con- 
nected Cuba  with  the  misnont   Was  it  not  a 

fintleman  from  Yir^ia?  (Ur.  Flotd,)  wtuv 
am  sorry  to  hear,  is  now  detained  it  by 
indtspoution.  Did  he  not  warn  ns,  and  have 
not  other  gentlemen  south  of  the  line  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  warned  ns,  of  the  desolation  and 
horrcvs  of  a  sOTvile  war  f  And,  if  there  be  this 
danger,  shall  we  sit  down  in  apathy,  fold  our 
arms,  and  wait  till  the  whirlwind  haa  overtaken 
us  t  Or,  shall  we  be  npand  d<dn^  while  op- 
portonity  isleft  tonsl  Shall  we  meet  this  dw- 
ger,  look  it  flill  in  the  &ee,  as  becomes  ns,  ud 
provide  agiunst  it  as  we  best  can  f  Snrel^,  sir, 
there  is  no  reascoi  to  pause,  and  hentate  m  our 
course.  On  the  contrary,  there  1b  every  mo- 
tive for  prompt  action.  If  the  invasion  of  this 
island,  by  the  southern  Bepnblics,  be  a  matter 
of  sntui  all-speaking  importance  to  ns,  Bhall  we 
absent  ourselves  from  the  spot  where  we  can 
most  effectnally  interpose  to  prevent  it?  Shall 
we  not  go  where  the  effort  is  to  be  made^  or 
shall  we  not  make  the  effort  at  all}  Hitfa- 
ero  we  have  succeeded  in  aireiting  the  measora 
by  timely  intercesuon.  Bnt  affairs  are  now 
drawing  to  a  oriris.  ■  Bonn  is  driven  from  the 
continent:  bnt  she  still  chooses  war  rather  than 
peace.  The  new  Bepnblics  will  no,t  maintidn 
fleets  and  armies  in  idleness.  They  wiU  seek 
their  enemy  where  he  is  to  be  found ;  and  the 
very  eounoil  to  which  they  have  invited  ns,  is 
to  deddei^Mi  the  JSrte  of  this  idand,  so  mo* 
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mentow  In  Iti  onuemuiioM  to  wl  Tet  m 
beaitato  whether  we  ihaQ  onoe  mare  inteipoM^ 
at  the  only  place,  and  in  the  oUj  manner,  in 
which  it  can  be  Aoim,  to  prarent  the  consnm- 
mation  so  mnoh  dreaded.    Amiredly,  nr«  if 

Sntlemra  apprehend  tlie  oonaeqnenees  wmch 
TO  been  predicted,  they  should  hail  tlus  mis- 
rion  as  the  oeet,  if  not  the  onty  mean%  of  pre- 
Tentinffthem. 
The  Hooie  a^nraed. 


"WBomoAT,  April  11  - 
FMdaliMuu. 

.  An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  the  Florida 
btdiani  win  read  a  third  tbne^  in  the  iSDUowiog 
mndi: 

« A  UB  ftr  the  raUsrof  the  norib  bdiaa. 
**& ft  «M0CnI;  That  the  soi  of  twenty  tbon- 
asad  ddUrs  be,  and  the  BSBM  is  hoirity  appropriated, 
oat  of  any  money  In  the  Treesniy,  not  ouienrise 
wpropciated,  to  be  expended  under  the  dlie^ooe 
Of  the  Preeident,  In  affording  wiitenance  to  the  suf- 
fering florida  Indians." 

ICr.  Stxwast  said,  thongfa  he  might  stand 
alone,  he  roee  to  ask  the  ayes  md  n^  <m  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  Up<Hi  matore  refleoti(Hi, 
ne  was  satisfied  that  this  hill  not  oily  involTed 
an  imprntantconstitntiimal  ^raeation,  hut  would 
establiah  an  important  preoedent.  If  Ocnagresa 
can  ^ropriate  money  for  this  ol^eat,  they  can 
^qwopriate  tat  anr  ol)f«et  whatonr.  TheM 
remained  no  eonsmotional  T*— ftfitfrrm  on  this 
power.  Thong^  his  Tiewi  were  thon^t  to  be 
too  Hberal  on  this  snljeot,  yet  he  wss  not  pre- 
pared to  go  the  eztMit  of  this  UH.  From  the 
vote  yestoday  it  was  qoite  evident  that  the  bill 
woold  pass  almost  nnanimowdyf  yet  he  wished 
the  TOt*  reoorded,  and  the  qnestifat  settled; 
and,  therefore,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  HoQse  sost^ned  the  oall,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  taken,  were— yeas^  140 ;  nay%  7. 

6o  the  bill  was  passed^  and  aant  to  the  Ban- 
ate  for  oonourrenoe. 

JBmion  to  Panama, 

The  House  haTlng  again  reaomed  the  oonsid- 
eration  of  the  report «  the  Oommittee  of  For- 
eign Bdations,  approving  the  misaton  to  Pana- 
ma, with  the  amendments  proposing  a  gaalifi- 
oanon  to  the  general  expresnoa  of  approbation 
thereof— 

Mr.  LoTiHOBTOH  addressed  the  o(Hnmittee  as 
fellows: 

The  first  ob^wt  for  disoasalon  that  presents 
Steely  ia  the  c<»utitntional  power  of  the  Hooae 
to  mnt  or  nioM  the  ^ppn^triatim.  This  part 
of  the  saltfeat  was  pressed  upon  my  oonsidera- 
tion  aboQt  80  years  ago,  when  I  first  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  then  formed 
(pinions  which  have  been  confirmed  by  snbse- 
aneut  refleotioa,  and  which  establish  distino- 
WOB  in  UiS  il^t  to  the  exercise  of  this  power; 
an  iaatteoUon  to  which,  has  caused  much  of  tha 
concision  and  difference  of  opinion  that  has 
riDoe  ocoazred.  These  diatjaotiona  are  tie»r}j 


auoted,  in  my  omninehendcHi ;  and,  If  I  o«t 
mooeed  In  imivesring  them  on  the  nunda  of 
otbera.  as  definitely  as  they  are  marked  on  my 

own,  I  think  our  ooarae  of  oonduct,  on  this  oc- 
casion, will  be  free  from  o(»istitati<mal  difficul- 
ties. In  ordinary  cases,  such  as  providing  the 
salaries  for  offices  prenonslT  created  by  law, 
and  fw  carrying  on  the  usual  and  neoesaaiy  op- 
erations of  Govemment,  although  the  Honse 
has  the  power  to  refuse  aH>ropiiations,  yet  it 
is  a  power  that  can  be  properly  exercised  in 
extreme  oases  only ;  an^  therefwe,  it  oan  be 
provided  for  by  no  rules,  and  can  soareely  be 
admitted  in  argument  ainong  the  legal  powers 
of  the  House.  Tet)  aeaae  maj  be  imagmedfin 
whidi  it  midit  baoome  neoesaanr  to  8t<^  the 
progreae  of  the  Government,  in  fta  Ezecntiva 
onuohes;  but  this  remedy  would  amomit  to  a 
temporary  dissolution  <tf  the  Oovemmoit,  1^ 
the  derangement  of  its  parte.  In  the  ordinary 
cases,  then,  which  I  have  deaoril>ed,  I  think  we 
may  safely  come  to  this  «>noluuon :  that  it  is 
the  doty  of  iha  House  of  BepreeentaUves,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  share  of  l^pslative  fono- 
tions.  provide  for  the  payment  of  all  officer^ 
legally  a[>pointed,  and  <^er  expensea  previous- 
ly anuiorued,  or  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
nsoal  operations  ot  Govemment ;  of  which  ne- 
oessity,  when  not  joeviously  anthfuiaed,  th^ 
are  the  mopee  Judges.  To  exempfilCy  thb  part 
ofthenue — where  an  army  has  been  raised,  and 
the  pur  of  the  offloers  and  men  fixed  by  law, 
there  u  a  dvtj  to  ^ipropriate  the  mtmey  re- 
quired to  pay  them ;  yet,  if  that  army  entet^ 
tained  pr<ijects  ii^nrious  to  the  peace  m-  liberty 
of  the  coontiT,  which  could  be  defeated  by 
withholding  tiie  pay,  the  case  of  neceeuty 
would  have  arisen,  and  the  power  might  and 
ought  to  be  exerused.  Again^  if  the  army  do 
their  duty,  and  expenses  are  mcorred,  in  the 
course  of  their  operation,  not  provided  for  by 
law,  the  House  may  ^>propriate  or  not,  as  they 
think  the  expenaee  proper  or  exbmvagant. 
Etere  th^  disoretiwi  ia  auldeot  tmly  to  the  ob- 
ligation of  its  Just  and  eqmtable  exercise,  and 
they  are  not  boond  (aa  in  the  case  of  the  pro- 
vision for  a  salary  previously  fixed  by  law)  to 
appropriate,  without  oonuderatur  wlieUi«  the 
salary  were  extravagant. 

In  the  relation  of  this  power  of  appropria- 
tion to  the  trea^-making  power,  there  is  an- 
other distinction.  With  reiqiect  to  treaties 
already  made,  a  wider  range  is  ^ven  to  our 
discretion.  Bhould  a  treaty  contain  any  stipn- 
lation  requiring  the  exercise  of  any  of  those 
powers  expreai^  seated  in  this  House,  such  aa 
the  regulation  oi  commerce;  any  agreement 
aflbeting  oar  neutrality,  and  leading  directly  to 
a  necessity  <tf  diangiag  it  into  a  atate  of  war ; 
the  rai^g  a  sub^dy ;  the  taking  off  or  impoe- 
ing  a  dnty ;  in  any  of  these  case^  the  question 
of  expediency  presents  itself  to  the  House,  un- 
fettered by  any  other  consideration  than  the 
inconvenience  that  would  result  from  the  meas- 
ure. It  is  on  open  qnestion,  on  whidb  they 
must  decide  acooSfding  to  th^  own  Jndpnent; 
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tod  DO  nation  making  anj  mush  ittpalalion, 
woald  b*Te  a  ri^t  to  oompUiD  if  it  were  not 
atri«d  into  e&ct;  twcBnae,  bj  reading  onr 
eoutitation,  they  vonid  see  that  all  thow  sa\h 

Are  oompletelx  nnder  the  oontnd  of  the 
Home.  When  no  stipoJation  of  this  kind  is 
eootained  in  the  treaty,  it  is  a  lav,  iud^mident 
af  117  aet  of  the  HooaeL  I  do  not  meaa  to 
i^,  eveB  In  Ae  fint  eaM,  €t  a  atipnlatfon  <m 
of  the  nil^eeta  of  which  Hm  regnlatlOD  te 
§ma  to  Gonmea,  that  the  droninatanoe  cf  the 
compact  having  been  made,  and  ezecated,  or 
relied  npon  in  good  filth  by  the  other  contract- 
ing party,  onght  not  to  have  its  wei^^t  in  de- 
tmrnning  the  qneition  of  expediency.  It  nn- 
doobtedly  ong^t;  and,  titerefi»«,  the  reaaoni 
tor  rflfhnl  ooght,  In  snoh  oaae,  to  be  cogent, 
Wore  the  power  is  exerciaed;  bat  it  oreatea 
DO  da^,  mui  as  exists  in  the  case  of  q>pn^ri- 
rtioB  for  wdinary  salaries,  and  treatiea  not 
toneUng  the  aaUeota  npnsely  nibmitted  to 
ttw  (BMretKHi  of  the  Home.  In  these  last 
flna,  tiiere  is  oertabily  a  powwof  withbd^ios 
tbe  sawly ;  bnt  a  power  wbMi  ahoald  be  ex- 
(KisM  only  in  Aaaea  of  Mtreme  danger,  not  of 
mm  eoDTenienoe:  whether  tiie  wiger  be 
isdi  u  to  Justify  It,  most  be  left  to  the  pm- 
deneeand  wisdom  of  the  House ;  and  no  otlier 
niie  can,  from  the  nature  of  the  ease,  be  laid 
dovQ  for  its  exeroiae. 

The  case  now  before  tbe  Hooae,  althoi^h  it 
iffects  cmr  foreign  relationa,  does  not  ocnne 
wiUun  tbe  deaeiration  of  those  whioh  I  hare 
iKt  ipoken  ofl  No  treaty  ia  made,  and  we 
Monot  aay,  therefore,  whether  any  will  be 
■sda:  or  if  nuidei,  whether  It  irW.  contain 
tfpnlaflona  on  any  tii  the  ralijeata  I  here  enii- 
Beiated.  The  ooostitotional  eall  for  tlie  extr- 
OM  of  oir  ffisaretioB,  oannot  yet  be  mada^  It 
if  Bot,  thwefore,  the  ease  of  a  demand  <hi  ds 
far  the  execoti<»  of  s  treaty,  nor  la  it  predsely 
{■Ithoa^  I  think  it  ought  to  be  goremed  by 
tbe  mxoB  rales)  that  of  an  ordinary  appro^i»> 
^  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  pre-ex- 
Btent  officers.  It  resembles  it  in  this — that  the 
office,  alUlOI^^  not  created  by  law,  la  created 
bt  law  (tf  nations,  and  recognized  by  tiie 
eoDttitBtion,  and  Utat  the  appointment  to  fill  it, 
m  slready  bean  constitutionally  made ;  and, 
■1  vai  WW  rwnarked  by  the  gentleman  firom 
Pttn^lmia,  (Ur.  BnoauiAN,)  whethw  we 
B*kB  the  ai^nopriaHon  or  not,  the  gentlemen 
viko  an  named  «rs  IDi^atwa,  and  the  treaUea 

nay  mak«L  when  ratified  hj  the  Senate, 
■rillbelcw,  in  all  ptrfnts  that  do  not  require  the 
||cacy  of  tiie  Houae  to  carry  them  into  effect 
u  differt  only  in  tiiese  features — that  the  ap- 
f^wiatioa  is  aslied  for  to  pay  the  agent,  bo- 
«n  tbe  dn^  ia  performed,  and  that  the  mo- 
t>ra  far  the  appointment  have  been  detidled 
t>aa. 

I  ivooaed  to  con^der,  whuh  I  promise  to  do 
K^briafiy,  whirt  are  those  good  effects. 

ne  in^  in  the  order  of  the  Measage-^d 
ftttti^  not  the  leaat  in  imprataooa,  althoii^ 
damd  pcq^  to  tsaat  U  with  kr- 


ity— Is  the  cnltiTBtion  of  a  spirit  of  amity  and 
good  feeling  between  as  ana  neighbors  with 
whom  we  mnst  necessarily  be  on  ffood  or  bad 
terms.  Onr  relative  dtaatioos  forbid  the  exist- 
ence of  that  oold  calcolating  Jealousy  which 
has  been  recommended:  we  must  be  good 
friends,  or  tronblescHne  n^hbors.  Onr  inter* 
est,  as  wen  as  pdiliMl  pww,  prescribe  the 
toaxm  relatitm  to  them ;  and  nodiing  would 
comre  tlw  laMer  so  eflbrtnally  as  a  refbeal 
(oonoh  ft  in  what  terms  yon  wi^  of  an  Invita- 
non  the  moat  flattering  to  natiimal  pride,  that 
exists  in  the  annals  of  difdomaoy. 

He  who  doea  not  feel,  with  patriotic  exults 
tlon,  the  prond,  the  dignified  place  that  we 
shall  OGonpy  <xi  tlds  oooaaion,  can  never  be  con- 
vinced argument.  We  are  invited,  not  to 
preside  hi  ttie  council — tiiat  woold  be  a  vun 
distinoti<m — bnt  to  **  fix  with  our  neighbors  the 
greet  principles  oi  International  law,"  in  which 
»  La  presumed  "—I  qnote  team  one  of  the 
invitatitm^"  that  we  nossesa  mora  light  upon 
the  snbjeot  than  the  otoer  States  of  this  hem^ 
isphere;"  and  In  wMeh  It  la  added,  that,  at 
thoogh  "  other  partiea  may  propose  their  vlewL 
yet  tLe  voioe  (rf^the  United  States  will  be  heard 
with  deference  and  re^>ect"  For  my  own 
part,  I  fdel  an  additional  pride  in  t>eing  the  cit^ 
uea  of  a  Republic  thus  distingnisheid ;  thus 
appealed  to ;  not  for  the  exercise  of  its  force, 
or  the  aid  of  its  sulisldy ;  but  for  the  particip^ 
tion  of  a  more  precions  treasore— its  experi- 
ence, ita  knowle^e,  ita  science  in  government, 
and  in  nationid  law — a  treasure,  of  whioh  we 
may  be  pn^bse  without  extravaganoe,  and  the 
employment  itf  which  will  bring  na  the  Interest 
of  honw  abroad  and  self-esteem  at  home. 

And  who  are  th^,  sir,  who  have  givra  this 
invitatUml  Who  are  thi^^ that  gentlwnenwiaih 
OS  to  Affgnst  by  ooldlj^  <^  proudly,  or  saspl- 
eionaly,  decUi^ng  Itl  They  are  tlioee,  sir,  who 
have  a  right  to  our  advioe.  Onr  example  gava 
them  the  great  lesson  of  independeaoe ;  our 
struggles  taught  them  perseveranoe ;  our  suc- 
cess animated,  and  our  prosperity  has  enoonr- 
aged  and  inspired  them ;  they  have  copied  onr 
political  institotions,  and  the  ehoraoters  of  onr 
atateamen  and  heroes  are  the  ot^ects  cf  their 
emalation  and  respect ;  and,  if  oar  Revolation 
had  never  taken  place,  they  would  atill  have 
be»  pow  opneaaed  o(Moides,  crooehlng  nndcr 
the  rod  of  a  Soropean  master.  WiUi  aU  theea 
reasons  for  national  attachment  to  as,  shall  we 
have  none  for  them ;  and,  wrapping  onrselvaa 
in  a  cold-hearted  policy,  ahsll  we  deny  them 
the  common  ooortesies  of  civilized  national  In- 
terconrae  f  Blr,  in  tiiis  part  of  my  argument, 
I  am  not  advocating  any  alliance,  (I  am  sick  of 
the  eternal  repetition  of  tbe  epithet  "entan- 
^ling,^*)  or  other  political  connection  that  may 
mvoive  OS  in  war  or  other  difScalty ;  a  Icind 
feeling,  a  free  intercourse,  the  exchange 
good  omces ;  tbe  friendship  arising  from  a  rim- 
uarity  of  institutions :  all  those  things,  bettor  felt 
than  desoril>ed,  which  prodnce  nanonal  aa  weQ 
as  individul  fltendiUpa,  and  whkfa  kad  to 
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pUnatioiu  of  misimderatandiiigB,  that  would,  if 
fomented  hj  the  oppoaite  feefinga,  break  out 
Into  qaarrela  and  war.  These  are  all  I  recom- 
mend, and  these  are  oertainlj  effects  that  maf 
leasonablj  be  expected  from  the  miaaion. 

Instead  of  this,  what  are  we  ixMI  Gnard 
Mainit  ttds  national  attaohmcnt  fiayet  that 
tli^  are  strogj^g  for  that  inestimable  bless- 
ing which  you  have  obtuned ;  forget  that  70a 
first  set  the  example  which  thej'  foUow ;  fo^(et 
that  yoo  were  the  first  to  cheer  and  enoonrage 
and  salate  them  bj  a  reoo^tion  of  their  title 
to  a  place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth; 
throw  away  the  advantages  resulting  from 
their  neighborhood — convert  it  into  a  corse  hy 
Jealousy  of  their  motives ;  tell  them  that  70Q 
consider  their  g^oriona  independence  as  not  so 
•dvantageoos  to  von  as  the  former  state  of  vaa- 
aalage  in  which  uev  w«%  held ;  call  them  om- 
hUwu  military  £tpiiblie$^  and  gnard  yoor* 
aelvea  partieolariy  a^ilnst  any  oonneotion  with 
them :  finr  they  are  yoor  katdul  BBnoma. 

Peace  with  Great  Britidn,  as  with  all  the 
world  I — free  interoonrset — the  most  frimdly 
feelings  1 — gratitude,  if  yon  will,  for  the  inaa- 
tntions  we  derive  from  her ;  but  no  alliance ; 
no  standing  with  her  ayaintt  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  the  world.  Yet,  idr,  we  are  not  with- 
out our  lyfAfNUAw*.  Sinoe  my  filend  will  have 
them,  I  could  enumerate  a  stdiing  of  them, 
almost  as  long,  and  qnito  as  wplicaole,  as  Fal- 
ttaff's,  as  thus:  John  Bull  loves  money— so 
doea  Jonathan:  "there's  sympathy  for  yon." 
Jdm  Bull  loves  trade— 40  doea  Jauman: 
"  there^a  mm  sympathy."  J(An  boasts  of  his 
Talor  and  liberty— ao  doea  Jonathan.  **  Go  to, 
then,  would  yon  de^e  better  sympathy." 
John  haa  a  quick  sense  of  his  p(Mitioal  and 
oommeroiol  intereets ;  and,  wheravw  they  are 
^scnssed,  his  most  able  diplomatic  agents  are, 
iavited  or  uninvited,  to  be  fonnd.  Here,  idr, 
my  parallel  ends.  80  does  not  Jonathan.  He 
will  not  accept  the  most  respectful  invitatim ; 
he  doses  his  lips,  he  stops  hla  ears,  and,  in 
continual  dread  of  entangling  alliances,  be 
UMlecte  his  interests  and  disgusts  his  friends. 

Next  to  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  a 
general  friendly  understanding,  is  that  which 
we  promise  to  oursdves  and  to  the  world  fttna 
the  disoosdon  of  liberal  prinoiplea  of  Intone 
tional  law.  Those  which  are  mtended  to  as- 
certain the  righta  eS  nentrala,  In  time  of  war, 
are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  our  interest, 
nnder  the  pacific  policy,  which,  I  trust,  we  shall 
always  m^ntun,  when  it  can  be  done  with 
honor.  Those  which  go  to  repilate  the  con- 
duct of  belligerents  towards  eaui  other,  in  car- 
rying on  the  unprofitable  oonteet,  will  serve  the 
caase  of  humamty,  and  redound  to  the  endless 

Cy  of  that  nation  whose  enlightened  policy 
suggested,  and  whose  persevering  efforta 
shall  have  eetablithed  them  in  the  ooaa  of  na- 
tions, as  they  have  always  been  estabUahed  in 
that  oomprdutttive^  eui^tened  aelf-intereat, 
vhieh  ahoDld  be  the  basis  of  all  lair. 
Azoo^g  the  moat  important  of  these  which 

•m 


regard  neutral  righta,  are  the  restriction  at 
blockades,  and  a  redaction  and  proper  dengnv 
tion  of  the  list  of  articles  fiwming  contra^nd 
of  war,  and  the  eetaMiahment  of  the  prinmite 
that  free  ahhw  make  gooda. 

But  tbe  oraeot  of  a  gaural  nature  to  be  ^ 
oossed  at  tlus  meeting,  on  which  my  friend 
dweHs  with  the  most  pleasure,  is  the  proteo* 
tion  of  private  property  on  uie  ocean  from 
sosnre  and  pillase ;  oy  which  I  mean,  not  00^ 
the  abolition  of  pnvateering,  bat  a  oonmiete 
exemption  fivm  oq>tnre,  whether  by  pnuic  or 
private  ships:  placing  private  property  and 
private  inonstry  on  uie  sea,  upm  the  aame 
footing  upon  which  the  humane  principles  cf 
modem  warfive  have  placed  it  vpcm  the  land ; 
timlHng  it  as  dismcenil  for  an  Admiral  to  en- 
rich himself  by  uie  o^itare  of  a  trader,  as  fine 
a  General  to  piUage  the  cottage  of  a  peaaant 

I  now  approach  the  subject  which  has  ex- 
cited all  the  fears,  called  forth  all  the  pnii- 
dices,  and  empltn-ed  all  the  talent  ana  do- 
qneuce  of  those  who  oppose  the  measnre— the 
disonsrions  that  nay  arise  on  the  dedaratMS 
made  hy  Mr.  Ktmroe,  that  we  could  not  see 
with  indifference  the  interference  of  any  for- 
ei^  powers  hi  the  dispute  between  Spun  end 
her  oolcmies.  Tbia  has  been  called  a  pledge^ 
and  BO  I  consider  it — a  pledge,  not  to  onrselves 
or  our  posterity,  which  I  should  consider  a  sab- 
terfoge  unworthy  a  great  nation,  as  well  as  a 
solec&m  in  language— bnt  a  pledge  to  the 
world,  that  we  would  interfere,  according  to 
onr  means,  to  resist  such  interferenoe.  And  it 
Is  one  which,  althon^  made  one  bnndi  tt 
tiie  Goveninient,  was  ratified  1^  the  SHitlmenta 
of  aU,  and  wonla  have  been  redeemed  hy  the 
ej^%  of  the  people.  Bnt  that  [dedge  related 
wily  to  the  State  <^  things  thai  tfacoi  existed. 
It  was  made  when  all  tiw  great  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, except  Great  Britain,  were  oonfederated 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  putting  down  aU 
representative  government  in  Europe ;  when 
the  object  ^  tiie  Confederation  nad  been 
effected  in  Naides,  and  was  in  foil  operation 
against  Spidn,  and  when  the  extennon  of  the 
same  prindples  to  America,  then  not  only  a 
prolwbto  evwt,  but  one  known  to  be  the  sub- 
ject of  dellbentlon,  woold  hare  endangwed 
onr  own  poUtieal  taatitstions.  •nie  declaration 
cf  the  Fraddent  waa,  at  the  time,  understood 
to  bare  been  made  with  the  conenrrenoe  of 
Great  Britain,  and,  tt^gether  with  the  interfer- 
ence and  reroonstranoes  of  that  power,  to  have 
produced  the  abandonment  of  the  design. 
This  pledge,  however,  is  now  represented  as 
being  intMided  for  the  foundation  of  an  alliance 
with  Spanish  America,  to  resist  any  interfer- 
ence whatever  in  their  war  with  Spidn — and  X 
confesa  that  the  generality  of  the  terms 
pears  to  have  produced  this  imprasrion  on  some 
of  those  Bepubltos-HUid  that  tney  may  be  AiUy 
undecdved;  that  the  true  import  of  the 
dedaration  maybe  aatidlHtorily eiqtlaiiied ;  is 
(me  of  Uw  reasons  why  I  advooate  Hie  mi»> 
sioa:  while,  on  the  other  hand,  I  oannoi  agree 
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to  the  ■mendment  which  forbids  diaooMoou  on 
the  BQbjeet.  The  clrcnmBtanoea  ander  which 
&e  decimrmtion  was  made,  have  passed  away ; 
Aej  tm  not  likelj  agam  to  nour;  bat,  I 
■hobld  wiA  all  Euvme  to  vndastand,  that  if 
ftsT  thoold,  oor  oondoet  would  redeem  the 
pledge  our  ExeentiTe  thNi  made.  How  oar 
neoCnl  reladons  are  to  be  affected  b  j  this  snb- 
jectf  I  cannot  Ofmoeire.  As  far  as  it  applies  to 
the  island  of  Cnba,  it  has  been  repettted  and 
wfix^ced,  and  most  frauklj  avowed  to  the  only- 
partiea  it  eoold  afltet ;  aixl,  £u-  from  prodnoing 
mj  hostile  finding  in  them,  or  any  expression 
of  diasatisfiution,  even  its  propriety  was  ac- 
knowledged and  aoqaiesoed  m.  The  only  two 
powers  to  either  of  which  OhIhi  could  be  trans- 
fetnd,  to  oor  dsMment,  are  France  and  Oreat 
ftitiin:  and  botib  of  those  nations  have  heard 
oar  dedarations  on  that  sobjeot,  with  the  ex- 
vnm  aeknovledgmeDt  that  mej  were  proper. 
Does  any  gentleman  doabt  this,  let  him  r^sr  to 
Mr.  Brown^s  note  to  the  Baron  Damas,  of  the 
Sd  of  Janoary  lasl^  In  repeatins  to  that  Min- 
ister tbe  omverMtion  he  had  h^d  with  him,  he 
says:  "In  the  oonftrenee  with  which  yoar  £x- 
oeilencj  h<HKM«d  me  this  day,  I  repeated  the 
seme  anorances  (that  *  the  United  States  eoold 
not  see  with  indifference  Porto  Bico  and  Cuba 
peanng  from  Spain  to  any  other  power,')  and 
adi^d,  with  a  view  of  goarding  beforehand 
a^unat  any  possible  diffionldes  that  might 
sriae,  that  my  Govwmnent  oould  not  eoiuerU  to 
tte  oeenpation  of  those  idands  by  any  other 
Earopeen  power  than  Spain,  nnder  any  eontin- 

aom^  rir,  what  did  the  Baron  de  Damas  say 
totUse^licit  declaration  t   IHd  he  compUun 
of  it,  as  gentiemen  do  here,  as  a  breach  of  oor 
nentnl  dnties,  as  an  interference  with  the  oon- 
eemsof  other  nations?   Did  he  warn  ns  that 
it  woqU  draw  down  the  ire  <tf  the  Holy  Alli- 
uoe,  orof  any  of  its  members  I   No,  sir;  Mr. 
Brown  tells  his  Excellency  that  he  understood 
lum  to  say,    that  the  polity  and  views  of  the 
Calted  States  eorrmponded  toith  thots  of  ki$ 
JEajn^r**  ffoMnmteat;"  and  his  Excellency 
dm  not  oomet  the  atatement,  ^iis  mmm 
ftr  Rranoe.  Onnt  Britain  has  gone  ftirther : 
l>r  her  agent  in  Mexioo  Identifies  hinuelf  with 
Mr,  PdueCt  in  the  oonmranioatioos  reo^ved 
nd  made  on  the  ^pearanoe  of  a  iVendi  fleet 
b  those  seas.   Onr  views  on  the  whole  snbject 
ve  made  known  to  the  Bnsrian  Oovemmeat, 
OQ  Kr.  Middleton^s  application  to  Ooant  Nes- 
aalrode ;  and  by  him  oommnnicated  to  all  tbe 
eoorts  of  Europe,  including  Spain ;  and  yet, 
«e  hear  nowhere  hut  in  oor  Legislatare,  the 
rt^hteet  complaint  of  th<Me  views,  or  any  inti- 
Bation  that  they  are  not  acknowledged  to  be 
je>L   Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  most  fatal 
effeets  are  anticipated.   Entaogling  aUiaooesl 
War!  with  all  its  horrors,  are  to  be  the  imme- 
diate and  inevitable  result  of  n  dedaration  re- 
erired  withont  omnplaint  by  all  the  world,  and 
with  excess  a^roMtion  by  thoae  whan  it 
via 


I  crane  now,  air,  to  the  subject  which  I  con- 
sider as  of  the  most  vital  importance  of  aQ 
those  that  are  contemplated  bj  this  miarion— 
the  otmdititHi  of  Onba.  Any  ohange  must  bt 
cme  that  ve  oannot  regard  without  the  Uvelleat 
interest.  Its  transfer  to  a  forogn  European 
power  has  been  already,  in  some  measure,  eon- 
aidered ;  onr  right  to  interfere  to  prevent  this 
has  been  shown  to  have  been  acknowledged 
and  acquiesced  in.  It  is  a  right  arising  not 
only  from  the  danger  of  vicini^j  but  from  the 
command  wMoh  the  power  holdmg  that  island 
would  have  over  the  oommeroial  interoonrse  of 
all  the  Western  States,  with  our  own  coontry, 
and  the  rest  of  the  world.  New  Orleans,  as  a 
port  of  exporL  is  now  the  aeocmd  in  the  Union, 
and  soon  will  be  the  flnt.  It  employs  mart 
shipping  belon^ng  to  other  States  than  any 
other  port  does.  It  cannot  be  soffared,  then, 
tiiat  any  foreign  powor  ahoold  be  |daoed  in  a 
aituotifm  which  would  enable  it  to  interrupt 
this  ocnuneroe ;  the  first  of  all  laira,  that  of 
aelf^nreservatim,  Jostifles  our  interference,  and 
no  deeorona  language  con  be  too  strong  to  ex- 

Eress  a  determination  not  to  suffer  it.  But  this 
I  not  the  worat  state  of  things  that  may  grow 
out  of  events  relating  to  this  Island :  an  evil  of 
more  appalling  magnitude  threatens  ua  from 
this  qoarter,  and  more  immediately  hangs  over 
my  oonstitnenta,  and  the  people  of  other  State^ 
who,  like  than,  have  a  number  of  slaves ;  and 
it  is  this  danger  vhieh  I  hope  may  be  avmded 
by  ncKotiatlmi :  that  la  my  prindpal  induoe- 
raent  for  favoring  this  measure.  All  the  other 
objects  are  of  mfBdent  magnitode  to  jnstify, 
but  tJiis  renders  it  in  my  Judgment,  nnpera- 
tively  necessary.  All  this  made  me  look  with 
anziety  to  the  objections  drawn  from  the  na- 
ture ci  the  assembly,  which,  it  was  sud,  ought 
to  prevent  our  being  represented  at  it.  From 
a  dose  attention  to  all  the  documents,  I  could 
see  in  it  nothing  bat  a  deliberate  diplomatia 
meeting,  in  the  conanltations  of  which,  the 
pwt  which  we  were  to  take  would  be  deter- 
mined by  the  powers  and  instructions  of  onr 
own  ICiustws ;  and  as  I  ooold  not  bat  believe 
the  sdenm  oOoial  declaration  of  the  Present, 
as  to  tbe  nature  of  the  power  and  instmotlona 
he  intended  to  g^ve,  thu  oliifeotion,  and  otiiera 
of  a  minm  natnra^  witit  tiie  reftitation  of  whieh 
I  will  not  detiUn  the  committee,  yielded  to  my 
SMue  of  doty  in  giving  effect  to  a  mearare  that 
may  avert  from  the  State  I  represent,  one  <rf 
the  most  dreadAil  scoarges  which  Divine  Provi- 
dence has  ever  permitted  to  fall  on  a  nation. 
It  is  known,  sir,  that  the  invasion  of  Cuba  has 
been  projected  for  some  time  past  by  the  united 
powers  of  Oolombia  and  Uexioo.  That  inva- 
sion. If  made  with  a  force  insufficient  to  re- 
press tiie  slaves — ^if  It  ahoold  depend  for  ita 
success  on  their  inaurrection — or,  if  their 
eraandpation  shonld  be  proclaimed,  as  a  oonse- 
qnenee  of  tlie  oonquest;  in  either  of  these 
events  the  result  would  be  such  as  oannot  be 
regwded  vritbout  q>preh«idon.  In  the  North- 
on  tndlUddlo  8(iri»i  they  we  not  oonsidered 
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u  thffx  ought  to  be ;  not  from  any  <Uw^[ird 
to  the  fate  of  their  soathern  neighoora— 1  do 
not  impute  to  them  such  oriminal  indiffav&ee 
■—hot  not  being  themselvea  exposed  to  it,  they 
have  never  conrideredf  nerer  oalonlated  the 
danger.  Tbey  know  Cuba  as  a  [dace  mer- 
oaoule  raxni— an  exoeUoit  mariEdt  for  tbdr 
merchandiae— and  ita  Tioini^  to  w  Iuh  onfy 
been  thought  <tf  in  relotimi  to  the  lengUk  of  ue 
voyage,  and  the  rate  of  fauannoe.  But  fliej 
have  had  no  oooarira  to  reflect,  that  a  t«w 
hours,  in  an  open  boatf  nu^  Inuig  ito  inhid>- 
itante  to  Floridoj  and  a  voyage  of  little  more 
diffioolty,  to  Lomaiana,  Ali^ama,  Ctoor^  and 
Carolina,  Hat  have  they  considered  the  oon- 
seqnenoeB  <A  saak  a  nd^borhood  to  the  dti- 
sens  of  those  States — MHueqoencee  whioh  I 
■hall  not  endeavor  to  depict— oertoin  come* 
quences  to  the  miserable  masters  of  the  island 
itself^  which  must  be  the  soene  of  their  opera- 
ti(His :  scarcely  less  certain  to  the  States  I  aave 
named.  A  temporary  abeenoe  alone  prevented 
my  being  an  eye-witne«i  to  the  devastation  of 
tosorgent  alaves  in  ray  ownStat^totheahodk> 
Ing  but  neceesazy  severi^  which  attended  Its 
sappresritm,  and  to  the  increased  rigw  wldcii 
the  abortive  attempt  of  the  gailty  broo^t  on 
the  anoflfending.  1^  nearest  connections  were 
among  the  few  survivors  who  escaped  flrom  the 
smoking  and  bloody  mine  <^  that  fidr  island, 
once  the  seat  of  commerce,  wealth,  ease,  hos- 
]tttality,  and  happineaa,  where  the  indmgent 
master  mled  witn  a  paternal  hand  the  content- 
ed slave,  until  a  fatal  revolution,  such  as  is  now 

gerhaps  preparing  for  Cuba,  snddenly  covered 
I  with  carnage  and  desolation,  and,  in  the 
ftmg^e^  sevemy  and  rsTttige  produced  atnxn- 
ties  at  whibh  naman  nature  ahudders,  and 
whidi  no  good,  promised  by  a  fuse  philan- 
tiiropy,  can  evw  otnnpensate.  Every  one  who 
Hvea  in  a  country  where  slavery  has  been  es- 
taUiahed,  must  ponder  seriously  on  those 
scenes,  and  the  recital  of  what  has  happened ; 
the  danger  of  its  recurrence,  and  the  means  of 
avoiding  it,  must  naturally  make  a  man  seri- 
ous impression  on  his  mind,  than  on  that  of 
one  more  remote  from  the  dangers.  To  me, 
from  the  circumstances  I  have  named,  they 
eome  home  with  redoubled  force ;  and  when  I 
reflect  that,  in  voting  for  the  measure  proposed, 
I  may  possibly  avert  those  evils  from  my  oon- 
atitnento;  when  I  think  on  the  eonaeqaenoea 
9i  a  false  Judgment,  in  a  matter  of  tma  mo- 
ment^  I  feel  the  reqwHisibility  of  my  station,  to 
my  oonscienoe,  my  oonntir,  and  my  God. 

Mr.  Rbkd  next  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  fidlow- 
Ing  effect : 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  consider  the  proposed  mis- 
rion  to  Panama  as  highly  important  to  the 
United  States.  I  also  consider  the  amendments 
offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
KcLanb)  and  Virginia  (Mr.  Rivbb)  to  the  reso- 
lution now  before  us,  as  deeply  affecting  the 
wimnples  of  our  Government  These  su^ects 
demand  our  deliberate  consideration.  I  will 
isk  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  to  state, 


in  a  |dain  and  oondae  Duumer,  mj  vtews  upon 
both  propo^ona. 

The  main  question  presoited  f(v  the  ddiber- 
ation  of  the  committee  is,  Shall  we  make  the 
appn^riation  neoeasaiy  to  defray  the  expenas 
N  a  misnon  to  Panama?  The  queetiim  now 
more  immediatelv  under  ooawideration,  ia  the 
amendments  of  tbe  gentieznen  from  Deiawan 
and  VMnIa  to  the  resdntiw  of  the  OoBUDidt> 
tee  (tf  Iwdgn  AflUra,  reetdving  Oat  H  la  ex- 
pediMit  to  apiffopriate  the  ftuus  neoensaiy  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  send  Ministera  to  the  Cmgreee  at  Pana* 
ma. 

I  shall  first  wmdder  the  amendmHita  above 
referred  to.  These  amendments  appear  to  me 
to  deserve  much  conrideration :  tor,  in  wj 
judgment,  they  are  hostile  to  the  niiit  of  the 
ooiutitntion,  imd  at  variance  with  Uie  unifora 
usage  of  this  House  since  tbe  first  organisation 
of  Uie  Qovemment.  These  amend meots  have 
been  termed  *'  the  exprosrion  of  on  optaAoa/' 
Tbsij  onqnestiaiab^  are  the  exiwesdon  on 
oi^mtm:  but  are  th^  tiie  mnorfon  of  an 
d^nicm  proper  liw  na  to  give?  Are  wa  aa- 
thoiiaed  by  the  constitution  to  expreos  wuA. 
opiniima,  and  in  ant^  manner? 

The  smendmentH,  in  my  Judgment,  are  unan- 
thorized  by  the  mmstitution,  uid  of  dangerous 
tendency.  If  unauthorized  by  the  constitu- 
tion, it  must  be  dangerous  for  the  House  of 
Representatives,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  as- 
sume the  power  and  corresponding  reqxouibil- 
i^  <^  the  Executive  branch  of  tbe  Govern* 
ment.  The  amendments  referred  to  are  no 
man  ncvless  than  instruotiMU  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Ministers.  We  have  no  power  to  in- 
strooL  It  ii  therefore  an  assomption  of  power, 
unanth(»ized  by  the  oouBtitation. 

Some  embairaannent  has  been  fait  fl«m  the 
manner  in  which  the  subject  has  been  present* 
ed  to  us.  The  Message  ttf  tibe  TrvaAvnt,  re- 
questing an  wwopriation,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  Message 
of  the  Preridemt,  in  answer  to  our  call  for  in- 
formation respecting  the  Panama  mission,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fcmign  Affairs 
Both  omnmitteee  have  reported  to  the  House. 
The  one,  that  the  proposed  misri<m  to  Panama 
is  expediMit— the  other  have  repnied  a  bQI 
granting  the  m<ai^y  neoessatr  to  d^^y  the  «x- 
pense  of  the  mission.  We  treat  the  report  and 
btil  as  dlstinot  suttjeots.  I  orarider  tbs  report 
of  the  Committee  on  FoH&ffi  AflUn  as  aa  abla 
one,  but  tbe  approi»iatifHi  bill  Is  tbe  real  sub- 
ject, and  the  oa^y  one,  upon  whidi  we  are 
called  to  act  in  relatitm  to  uie  Panama  nuflri(rfL 
The  appropriation  involves  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  or  so  much  of  it 
as  proves  the  expediency  of  making  the  appro- 
priation. 

The  report  and  bill  refer  to  one  and  the  same 
Bubjeot-matter.  The  one  is  tbe  reascHiing — tbe 
other  the  result.  The  dose  of  the  report  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  ii^  ^^^maked, 
That  It  is  azpediuit  to  i{>propriato  tha  flmdi 
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MBumry  to  «aaUe  the  Preddeat  of  tlM  United 
SUtM  to  mid  IDnistws  to  Phuuiu." 

Tb«  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  ICeani,  beoante 
it  is  exponent,  adopdng  the  repwtof  the  Oom- 
mittee at  FofMgn  Affidrs,  for  ita  resnlt,  bring 
in  a  IhU  to  ^ipropriate  $40,000  fbr  that  par- 
pose.  In  one  word,  the  money  is  to  be  appro- 
priated becanee  it  is  expedient,  and  this  as- 
nmes  tiie  sabstaooe  of  toe  report  But  gen- 
tlemen inrist  npon  amending  the  report,  by 

aoonditionfl.   The  money  shall  be  appro- 
beoaose  it  is  expedient,  and  it  is  erpe- 
novided  oertun  amendments  reforea  to 
(noir  htiSon  ns)  be  adopted;  which  anie^- 
aieotsare  DOtfaing  more  nor  kas  than  instroo- 
tims  to  th«  EnontfTO  and  oar  lOnlBten.  I 
nAr  to  the  amudmoits,  which  I  will  not 
traii]^  die  oommiftee  to  read.  We  then  malce 
flis  mmfintSiaa  eonditionally.   We  have  no 
athnt^  to  annex  a  condition  to  onr  appropri- 
ation, not  do  we  attempt  it  in  the  appropria- 
tioa  bilL   Bat  we  attempt  it  in  tiie  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  AflUrs,  which  lays 
down  the  prineiple  <m  woi6h  the  ^tproptialion 
rests.  To  illiistnte  the  sabjeet  fsrther,  it  is 
the  usual  eoorae  in  this  Honse  for  a  oommittee 
to  tn^  a  report  setting  fwth  the  reasmu  why 
BKRuy  iboald  be  granted,  with  a  bill  making 
ttie  mmnnlation.   Soppoae  this  had  been  the 
mods  in  the  present  oaaCb  SiUfpoae  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Foreign  AfiUra  had  made  a  report 
Ast  it  was  ezpeolent  to  mpn^alato  the  mcmej 
to  defri^  the  expenses  of  the  nMoa,  with  a 
bill  i&ftking  the  appriHiriation.   All  this  might 
wdl  be  united.    Add  the  amendments  pro- 
posed, which  are  tiie  conditaons — ^the  instmo- 
tioiu.  If  these  iostmctions  were  inoorporated 
in  tlie  si^  would  snoh  an  act  pass  the  Honse  or 
Senstet  I  presnme  not   Yet,  in  ftot,  by  the 
tnuDdments  proposed,  the  same  thing  woold 
be  effected,  so  far  as  to  declare  and  pnblish  the 
opinion  of  this  Honsa    I  contend  that  the 
aBMndmeats  proposed  do  go  to  expren  the 
<^idott  of  tho  Hoose  of  B«>reeeatatires  as  to 
vhst  Bhoold  be  tho  fautmoHona;  that  they  «x> 
presB  an  Oftinlon  that  the  appropriation  sbonld 
HconffitiMiaL  It  ii  an  on  warrantable  asaomp- 
tion  of  power.    We  bare  no  oonstitntinutl 
to  nutraet  or  annax  oonditions  to  an  ap- 
pnpiistioa  of  the  preset  diaracter.   As  we 
We  no  constitotMiul  authority  in  the  case,  we 
^■n  DO  r^t  to  attempt  to  reach  the  object 
ii>&ectly.   I  am  aware  that,  as  we  hare  no 
power  or  oontr<d  over  oar  ambassadors,  and 
(SDiiat  annex  a  otmdltion  to  an  act  making  an 
Ypnipriation  for  their  sapport,  oar  iastraotions 
■M  ophdtHis  as  to  the  oonditiott  of  tiie  grant 
>n  aot  obligatory.   StUI,  it  is  intended  tiiat 
tbeie  amendments,  expressing  snch  opinion  and 
■■■■tmelioQi,  placed  in  allianee  and  near  oon- 
■KtioQ  with  the  Impropriation  bill,  sfa^  have 
*B  infloMioe.   In  my  (pinion,  as  fiv  aa  th^ 
tt^hsve  an  infloenoe  apon  the  ExeeotiTe,  or 
wewhere,  it  will  be  of  evil  tendesoy. 

Bot  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Hr. 
«Un)  Im  liftnaed  u  that  he  would  not 


hare  proposed  his  amendment,  if  onr  opinion 
had  not  been  reqneated  by  the  ExeonttTO, 
How  has  onr  oi^on  l>een  reqnested  t  "  The 
President,  in  his  Message  to  this  Hooaa^  ob* 
served,  that  *  the  cononrrence  of  the  KmM  to 
the  measore,  by  the  appropriations  necessary 
for  carrying  it  into  effeo^  is  alike  sabjeot  to  its 
fi«e  detenninaticai,  and  indiqwnsabfe  to  the 
fnlfihnent  of  the  intention.' " 

The  £xeoatave  asks  no  opinion,  bnt  the  opin- 
ion which  we  can  oonstitotional^  ^^^^ 
granting  or  withholding  the  aj^ropriation. 
He  ootJd  ask  no  other  (minion.  The  power 
and  responribili^  of  giving  instmcdons  to 
lOidsteni  and  Ambaasaam  u  intnuted  alone 
with  the  ExeoatiTe.  The  oonstltntion  has 
wisely  placed  It  there,  lliere  let  it  remain. 
Bat  soppoae  it  possible  that  the  Exeentlva 
should  so  tu  forget  himself  as  to  reqnest  die 
opinion  of  this  House  In  relation  to  the  instrae- 
tions  which  it  might  be  proper  to  give  our 
Ministers!  Would  gentlemen  be  prepared  to 
grant  snoh  a  request  ?  Would  they  be  ready  to 
asBome  die  power  and  the  responsiUlity  neoes* 
aarily  oonneoted  with  it  I  I  trust  not  I  am 
not  pr^iared  to  assnme  Sxaondn  power  car 
Execndve  req;>onsibility. 

I  will  now  make  sune  remarks  in  fiivor  of 
the  proposed  misiton  to  Panama,  and  of  the 
TOw^iadon  neeawaiy  to  effeotaate  that  oMeet. 

llM  FiMident  of  the  Uidted  Statea,  in  hla 
Mesaage  to  both  Honsee  of  Oongress.  informed 
us  **  ttiat  the  Oovemments  of  OtMombia,  (rf  Mex- 
iooy  and  Central  America,  had  severally  invited 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  be 
represMited  at  the  Oongreaa  oi  Panama,  to  da- 
liberato  upon  objects  <h  peonUar  oonoennnatt 
to  this  hemisphere." 

The  President  has  given  us  the  letters  of  In- 
vitatim  firom  these  fortign  powers— {nesenting 
generally  th^r  Tiews  (tf  the-  oljeots  and  busi- 
ness of  the  proposed  Congress.  He  has  also 
{|{ven  us  the  answers,  <m  tbepart  of  the  Exeoa- 
dvtt,  to  those  iuTitations.  They  have  been  io 
often  adverted  to  in  this  debate,  that  I  forbear 
totrooUe  the  eonunittoe  1^  referring  to  any 
partlealar  part 

The  President  has  nominated  two  distin* 

Eished  men  as  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
nistors  Plenipotondarr.  Be  has,  in  a  eom- 
mnnieation  to  tne  Boiate,  and,  also,  in  a  com- 
munication to  this  House,  both  of  which  are 
before  us,  stated  explioidy  his  views  in  relsdon 
to  the  nUisdon.  His  views  have  given  evidence 
of  talent,  and  wlsdcnn,  and  henevxJenoe,  which 
demand,  and  will,  in  some  day,  reoeiva  the 
tribute  of  die  admiraticm  and  love  <tf  all  the 
American  nations,  north  and  south,  and  of  the 
world.  The  Senate  ot  the  United  States,  after 
dne  deliberation,  have  ap^oved  of  the  iu»ni- 
natlon.  The  President  haa  now  snbmlttod  the 
**  propriety  of  making  an  ^iraupriadon  to  onr 
candid  oonNdwataou  and  aiiighteaked  patriot- 
ism.** We  are  oalled  nwm  to  give  onr  sanetton 
to  the  ndflrim,  nutknig  the  neeesaory  i^^o- 
I^iation. 
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The  olijjeots  of  tlie  miflriim  sre  Tarioae.  They 
unite  da^  and  interest — our  own  good  and  the 
good  of  nations.  But  some  gentlemen  are 
alarmed.  They  i|i[a«hend  evil.  If  we  meet 
in  Congress  at  Panama,  they  iniist  that  we 
mast  engage  in  all  the  deliberstionB  which  may 
come  nnder  their  oonrideraUon,  and  be  finally 
bound  hj  the  resolt  This  view  ia,  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  entirely  erroneous — oontrary  to 
the  opinions  expressed  In  ^e  invitation  of 
those  nations;  oontrary  to  the  ^^inicm  ex- 
pressed in  reply  to  their  invitation ;  and  con- 
trary to  the  express  declarations  of  the  Pred- 
dent  in  his  commnnications  to  ns.  I  will  not 
tnmUe  the  committee  by  reading  eztraoto  from 
these  docoments,  as  they  are  nfore  ns,  and 
eontradiot  the  above  nantaia  and  afiptuen- 
riona.  Ihose  nations  do,  indeed,  sc^oit  ns  to 
atbrd  them  the  U^t  of  onr  knowledge  and  ex- 
pwimoe,  where  we  m^  have  no  direct  inter- 
est but  the  hope  of  doing  good.  They  will 
meet  in  Congress  for  varioos  purposes;  but 
they  do  not  invite  or  desire  ns  to  Join  them, 
farther  than  interest  and  duty  require  miion. 
b  there  a  man  in  this  committee  who  believes 
onr  IGnisters  will  be  bound  to  take  a  share  in 
disonssions  upon  subjects  in  which  we  have  no 
Interest  I  Is  there  a  man  in  this  committee 
who  believes  onr  Ministers  will  lie  bcnmd  by  a 
ifa^ori^  of  the  Oongrcaa  without  their  own 
oonsmtt  Ii^  peradventore,  any  stipulations 
should  be  agreed  upon  wMch  the  Premlnt  and 
Senate  did  not  ai^rove,  would  they  not  be  re- 
jected I  Is  there  a  man  In  tins  committee  who 
does  not  believe  that  the  President  will  give 
instructions  conformably  to  his  commnnications 
made  to  this  House!  Is  not  the  Executive 
bound,  by  every  oondderation  of  honor  and 
duty,  to  be  cantioos  in  giving  his  instmctions  t 
There  can  be  no  danger.  Some  gentiemen 
seem  strangely  and  unnecessarily  alaimed.  Bo- 
lide, whether  there  be  danger  or  not,  the  Pres- 
ident msat  decide,  and  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed Btatea  will  h^  him  rei^tmdUe  for  his  de- 
ciaion,  if  we  do  not  wroogftilly  Intcrtwe. 

Sane  ol^eot  on  aoconnt  of  uw  novels  (tf  the 
mlsrion:  othen^  because  they  ^relmid  we 
are  pledged  to  a  partiedar  policy :  for,  at  any 
nte^  they  have  found  the  word  pledge  in  the 
correspondeDOo  of  one  of  our  lunistors,  (Mr. 
Poinsett.}  These  objections,  and,  as  it  seems 
to  me.  timid  and  unfounded  alarms,  are  excited 
by  a  few  expressions  of  foreign  Ministers,  and 
onr  own,  perhi^is  not  somdentiy  guarded. 
These  detached  expressions  seon,  hi  the  esti- 
mation of  such  gentiemen,  to  outweigh  the 
whole  current  of  the  correspondence  of  our 
own  Government,  and  (rffordgn  Governments, 
and  the  express  dedaratiw  ^  the  Executive 
aa  to  the  poUqy  he  dull  ponue.  But  ICr. 
Poinsett  gave  aa  informal  aooonnt  itf  a  otmver^ 
•ation  between  Mmself  and  the  Mexican  Gov- 
emmeot,  in  whidi  he  mentions  the  word 

SUdge.  It  yet  remans  very  doubtM  whether 
le  word  was  ever  used. 
Other  gratlemea  onmplafa  that  It  to  »  dapar- 
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ture  from  former  usage.  Tlie  history  of  the 
South  Amnicaa  Goveniments  to  aa  anomaly  in 
the  histcny  of  the  woild.  Seven  or  ei^  na- 
tions have  beoi  wnandpatedj  as  it  were,  in  a 
day.  They  desire  to  meet  with  ns ;  shall  we 
reflise.  becwue  such  an  event  never  has,  and, 
probably,  never  will  agun  occur  ?  It  u  no  de- 
parture from  printupk.  Onr  Ministers  will 
nave  no  greater  power  than  has  been  giv«i  to 
all  fonner  Plenipotentaaries.  If  it  be  nnnsnsl, 
let  it  be  maemoered  that  it  oorresponds  with 
an  unusual  and  wonderful  event  in  the  history 
of  Divine  Providence.  There  will  be  no  de- 
parture from  the  straight  and  narrow  path  ot 
duty;  no  dejiartnre  mnn  onr  deaieat  li^to 
and  purest  pnndplflB.  I  aeoose  no  man  of  nus- 
repreeentation,  in  garUioc  extawota  frvxn  the 
communications  so  liberally  given  ns,  but  ap* 
peal  to  the  whole  communicatitxu. 

The  Preiident  has  fhlly  disposed  his  views 
of  the  misdon ;  of  the  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions of  the  power  of  onr  Ambassadors :  that  it 
is  merely  oooanltative.  Yet  all  thto  does  not 
seem  to  affiwd  some  goitlemen  any  satis/so 
tion. 

The  gentleman  from  'Virginia  (Mr.  Rites)  has 
g^ven  us  the  history  of  the  origin  of  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  BepaUios  of  South  America,  uid lu» 
quoted  frcon  several  eloquent  nieecbes  of  Mr. 
Otoy.  I  do  not  penwiTe  hto  olgsct,  I>oea  the 

gntleman  mean  to  oenanre  the  vote  of  thto 
onse  upon  that  soltfeot!  Itirillbe  nmem- 
bered  it  waa  a  very  extraordinacy  vote.  Ac- 
cording to  my  reoiMleetion,  there  was  bat  one 
solitary  Ha  The  gentionan  from  YirBiuia 
(Mr.  BivBs)  mms  us  not  to  be  inflneooed  l>y 
sympathy.  I  admit  that  even  sympathy  should 
he  sul^ected  to  the  whcdesome  discipline  oT  the 
understanding ;  but  I  trust  that  sudi  pure  and 
heavenly  affection  may  be  not  only  safely  in- 
dulged, but  encouraged.  At  the  same  time, 
whue  the  gentieman  warns  us  to  beware  of 
sympathy,  he  calls  to  his  ud  pasnons  uf  a  mors 
unworthy  cliaraoter— pasuons  whidi  need  no 
exottemeDt--£»r,  angai;  Jealowiy.  fie  wouM 
have  ua  take  oonnsel  of  foor :  lor  tiie  nusaion 
may  produce,  said  he,  war  with  Eoglaod ;  and 
be  would  excite  our  anger  and  jeakK^y,  by  oom- 
pluning  that  Msxioo  hM  treated  Knglana  with 
more  attention  and  respect  than  she  has  treat- 
ed us. 

Much,  has  been  said  in  the  oourae  of  tUs 
bate  respecting  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  P«lo 
Rico.  They  unquestionably  presoat  to  thto  na- 
tion objects  of  great  difficulty  and  vast  impor- 
tance. I  do  not  propose  to  state  my  views. 
The  snMect  has  been  ably  examined  by  others. 
I  could  but  notice  stnne  remarka  of  gantlsfnai 
i^roosed  to  the  misdon. 

One  gentleman  has  informed  na  of  the  great 
value  of  our  trade  with  Cuba,  and  the  great 
amount  of  our  tonnage  employed  in  thattnde, 
and,  in  a  tone  of  oensure  and  compl^t,  eaagesta 
that  our  interests  in  r^tim  to  that  idua  had 
not  been  saffioientiy  regarded  hj  the  £»cntiveb 
Another  gentleman  severely  recriminates  the 
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Eueattn,  beowM  he  sa^gMts  the  importanoe 
oftbeml^oa  to  Panuuiin  ■  commermil  view. 
Tluiiiisgeidon  ii  denombutad  a  lore  beld  ont 
la  (be  eopidity  of  merohinti  and  meroenatx 
Beo.  Ooe  gentietuo  is  afrsid  of  entangling 
illiiift'mt  fearing  that  they  maj  resnlt  in  war. 
Mother  gentleman  dttioancee  the  ExeontiTe 
with  Mvere  oenuire  for  the  moderate  and  per- 
MMrive  langoage  whioh  has  been  held  towards 
ColombU  and  Kerioo,  re^Moting  th^  taking 
poasaarion  of  Cuba.   He  would  bave  it  made 
known  that  tbe  United  States  wonld  declare 
war  immediatot/  if  thoae  nations  should  take 
the  idand.  Thos  tbe  £xeoaliTe  is  aooosed  of 
nr^irtimt  om-  manamile  interesta;  of  bdng 
too  mocfa  alire  to  and  ooooerned  far  those  in- 
tSRata;  cf  pnmiiiig  a  ooorse  too  daring  and 
baaardooa;  of  wanting  t|drit  and  eoe^.  Tet 
all  tb^  agree  in  dmonnang  his  oondaot  as 
daagerons  and  wnrng.  They  all  ame  that  he 
baa  done  either  too  mooh  or  too  Utue. 

These  varioos  and  oontradiotny  opinions  pre- 
Taflmg  in  this  Hoose,  oleariy  prove  oor  inoom- 
peteooy  to  dtsdiarae  the  Ezeontive  f^tions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hxkphill,  the  eommittee 
niae,  and 
TheHoose  a4i(Mimed. 


TtooBSDAT,  April  18. 
JBmiom  to  Peatama. 

The  Hoose  having  ag^  resnined  the  coo- 
sidentioa  «F  the  r^ort  of  the  Committee  of 
FonigD  BdatiMS,  i^m^ng  the  Miauon  of  Pa- 
nama, with  tike  amendments  proposing  a  qoali- 
fioation  to  the  general  expresrion  of  ^iproba- 
tk»  thereof— 

ICr.  HsKFHiu.  rose^  and  addressed  the  oom- 
Dutteeasfi^wa: 

Tlw  resolntion  wUoh  has  been  offered  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  this  nnpre> 
eedeoiad  case,  is  onoonneoted  with  the  bill  for 
tbe  appnipriatioa ;  it  ia  an  abstraot  leatdntioa, 
•ttbeeoiwlamm^aaable  lepott  of  the  oom- 
mitut,  aetting  fbrtit  tiieir  reaaoni  at  large,  in 
fimNr  of  Um  nrfarioB.  It  oonenn  in  the  ex- 
pe&BC!y  of  tbe  measure :  for  U  will  not  be 
■aid,  that  it  means  nothing  mam  tiian  that  we 
an  eonstitotionally  bonnd  to  vote  for  the 
prapriatkiB.  If  we  agree  to  this  resolntion,  we 
seqoiflsoe  in  tbe  expedienoy  of  the  meanure^  in 
its  unliniiriMl  ohsraoter,  which  is  a  ven  differ- 
ent thing  from  voting  lunply  in  Cktot  of  the  ap- 
propriatioo  bill,  as  I  utend  to  do. 

Altboogh  the  reasoning  of  the  oommittee  is 
sot  eooMered  aa  beariog  <m  the  trealy-roakiDg 
power,  tiw  amendment  is  opposed,  aa  an  in- 
aiagsowotof  that  power,  and  as  giving  instnu^ 
tiuoB  and  oonditioos  to  oor  l£usters.  Bat 
vbatiathAliutf  The  amendmoit  is  the  mere 
rT|iiiMiiin  of  the  will  of  this  House,  on  a  qnes> 
tioo  of  gnat  national  oonoem;  and  it  is  inuna- 
Urial  how  tbe  opinion  ik  this  House  reaches 
tim  ear*  of  the  Freadent,  whether  by  the 
■nooohce  of  members,  or  tbe  general  ap^oba- 
riui^  m  ilimiiiintfttnn,  of  a  paitlmilir  mnawm 
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The  bot  bdng  asoert^ned  to  his  Mtia&o- 
tion,  it  ooght,  and  doubtieas  wonld,  have  the 
aame  inflnwoe  tm  him,  as  a  formal  resolntion : 
for  a  resolntion  in  form  is  nothing  more:  It 
only  rednoes  to  a  certainty  the  opinion  at  tbe 
Hoose^  whidi  cannot  as  well  be  asoertuned  in 
any  other  way ;  and  its  object  is  to  mprise  the 
ExecQtive  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Bepresent* 
atives  of  the  people.  Bat  it  does  not  amount 
to  instroctions ;  toe  Honse  has  no  constitntional 
antiiority  to  give  instmottons :  it  is  not  so  in- 
tended, Dor  will  it  be  so  received— the  ExecativSk 
with  the  advantage  of  this  information,  will 
aot  as  he  pleases,  sad  take  the  responubility.  It 
is  acknowledged  that  the  House  naa  a  right  to* 
express  an  abstract  opinion  on  great  national 
oonoema;  ud  this  is  nothiiu  more.  The  up- 
propriation  bill  stands  by  itseU;  and  if  the  adop- 
tion of  tills  resolntion  is  not  desired  to  produce 
some  effect  on  the  public  c^ioion,  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  why  wo  are  called  ajp<m  to  act 
on  it  Pass  the  apimprittion  Mil,  and  thafe 
will  be  BuflSoient. 

I  will  here  be  allowed  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  oommittee  to  the  If  easage  and  dooomenta 
from  whence  we  derive  our  information  on  tbe 
sabjeot ;  and  I  will,  in  th«ir  order,  advert  to 
the  letters  of  invitation,  and  the  answers  to 
them;  and  to  the  manner  in  whioh  they  have 
been  received  and  treated,  by  the  Executive 
branch  tii  the  Government.  The  letter  of 
Salaaer,  tinder  the  date  of  the  second  of  Ko- 
vember,  18S6,  to  the  Secretary  ot  State,  men- 
tions that  the  honorable  Secretary  having  inti- 
mated, in  the  name  of  liis  GovemmenL  that 
the  United  States,  if  formally  invited  by  Mexico 
and  Colombia,  and  apprised  of  the  subjeota  to 
be  discussed,  would,  on  their  part,  appoint  a 
person  to  represent  them,  If  the  sa^ect  should 
be  approvM  of  by  the  United  States;  the 
undersigned  is  accordingly  anthorized,  by  his 
Government,  to  address  thia  invitation ;  whioh 
he  now  makes,  in  all  dne  form.  The  sal;i)eots 
of  disonadra  he  puts  in  two  oLasses : 

F6r^  Matters  peooUarly  and  exolnrively 
oonoeming  the  bdllgerenta, 

Second.  Hatters  between  tiie  belllgerMita 
and  neatrals. 

The  United  States,  he  swd,  will  not  take  part 
in  the  discussion  of  the  first  description ;  and 
he  confined  lumself  to  the  latter.  He  then 
observed,  that  an  op^rtanity  would  be  afford- 
ed  to  fix  some  prinaples  of  international  law. 
The  manner  in  which  all  colonizations  of  Eu- 
ropean powers,  on  the  American  continent, 
shall  l>e  resisted,  and  their  interference  in  tbe 
present  contest  between  Spain  and  her  ttamer 
eolonies  prevented,  are  other  points  of  great 
intnest.  Were  it  proper,  an  eventual  amance, 
in  ease  these  events  should  occur,  which  la 
within  the  range  of  possibilitieB,  and  the  treaty, 
of  which  no  nse  should  be  made,  until  the 
oatui  /tadtrit  should  happen,  to  remain  secret; 
or,  If  this  should  seem  premature,  a  convention 
BO  anticipated  would  be  a  different  means  to 
seoore  the  same  end,  of  prevoiting  foreign  in* 
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flneBoe  :  this  is  a  matter  of  immediate  ntllitjr 
to  the  American  States  that  are  at  war  viOx 
Spain,  and  is  in  accordance  with  tlie  repeated 
docUratioua  and  protests  d  the  Oabiitet  at 
Wa^DKton.  The  oonfcreiioeB  held  on  thia 
•nUeot  oetng  confidential,  wonld  increase  mu- 
tual fHendship,  and  immiote  the  renwotive  In- 
terests of  the  partleau  The  African  suts  trade, 
and  the  relanons  ni  Hajti,  are  mentioiied  as 
other  topics. 

Obregon's  letter  is,  in  snbstanoe,  the  same. 
After  observing  that,  being  informed  of  the 
ooncarrenoe  of  tiiis  Ooremment  in  the  idea  of 
disonsaing  the  first  point  in  a  Congress,  as  was 
desired,  and  that  it  wonld  send  representatives 
to  it  under  condition  tliat  the  neutralitj  in 
which  it  stood  with  Bpain  should  not  be  violat- 
ed, one  of  the  subjects  he  mentioned  which 
wonld  ooenOT  the  attention  d  the  Oongrees, 
vonld  be  the  reristanoe  or  opporit^on  to  tiie 
InterfiBrMioe  of  anj  nentral  nation,  in  the  qnes- 
tloD  and  war  of  independence  between  the  new 
powers  of  tiie  continent  and  Bp^n. 

AAw  these  two  principal  eoljecta,  the  Bep- 
resentatives  of  the  roit«d  Btates  of  America 
may  be  oocnpied  npon  others,  to  whl<^  the 
existence  of  the  new  States  may  give  rise.  The 
United  States  of  America  maj  send  their  Rep- 
resentatives to  take  part  in  those  questions, 
which,  long  since,  they  were  tiie  first  in  de- 
claring to  the  world  they  regarded  as  of  tran- 
ceudent  importanoe  to  the  fntereBts  of  all  Amer- 
ica; and  in  othera,  to  which  the  i!Dnnati<m  of 
the  new  States  will  ^ve  rise ;  the  concnrrenoe 
in  which  will,  moreover,  acoomplisb  the  object 
BO  much  desired  by  the  respective  QovemmeDts, 
of  manifesting,  by  deeds,  the  dispo^tion  and 
fiuility  which  tM  powers  of  this  continent 
possess,  to  act  in  concert  in  the  oommon 
cause. 

The  objects  to  be  discussed  are,  first,  exclu- 
sively concerning  the  belligerents — and,  sec- 
ondly, between  the  belligerents  and  neutrals. 
What  is  the  pl^  meaning  of  all  this  ?  The  first 
class  will  not  be  permitted  to  be  discussed; 
and  the  reason  is,  oecanse  we  will  come  to  no 
eondndfn  with  ib»  new  States  upon  them : 
and  It  wonld  be  useless,  and  beyond  the  range 
of  diplomacy,  to  enter  Into  the  discnssions  of 
mlfjects,  not  intended  by  eltlier  party  to  be 
acted  upon.  Bnt  the  means  of  makmg  effbctu^ 
the  assertion  of  the  principle  of  coloniaition, 
and  of  resisting  intei^renoe  from  abroad  with 
the  domestic  concerns  of  the  American  Gkivem- 
ments,  are  to  be  among  the  Buhrleots  of  consul- 
tation at  Panama,  by  alliances,  and  mutual 
pledges,  if  terms  can  be  agreed  npon  tothe  sat- 
isfaction of  each  party.  In  regara  to  the  inter- 
ference from  abroad  it  Is  said  that  a  joint  decla- 
ration of  ita  character,  and  exposure  of  it  to  the 
worid,  mi^  be  probably  all  that  the  oocadon 
would  require;  and,  whether  the  United  States 
ahoold  or  not  be  parties  to  suoh  a  deahvation, 
mayjustiyformapartftftiiedeliberatlfHu;  the 
means  of  resistance,  It  la  allowed,  are  generally 
tobediaonaaed;  andttwoald  beataruge^an^ 
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I  presume,  without  example,  if  tiie  Preriduit 
should  instruct  onr  Ifinisters  to  take  a  part  in 
the  consultation  of  the  means  of  reeistance,  if 
it  was  hia  intentim  to  abat^  entirely  firm 
any  agreement  on  the  subject.  He  baa  con- 
veyed no  each  idea;  h*  UMr^  aa^  it  wooM 
obViondy  beprematore.  at  thia  time,  to  antici- 
pate that  which  is  offered  merdy  as  matter 
for  eontultatian.  With  r^rard  to  the  princit^ 
of  colonization,  it  is  said,  uiat  if  it  be  deenned 
advisable  to  contract  any  conventiwal  engage- 
ment on  this  topic,  onr  views  would  extend  no 
fluther  than  to  a  mutnal  pledge  of  the  parties 
to  the  compact  to  maintun  the  principle,  in  ap- 
plication to  its  own  territory,  and  to  permit  no 
colonial  lodgments  or  establishment  of  Euro- 
pean jurisdiction  upon  its  own  soiL  In  the 
Message  to  the  Senile  the  words  are,  "  Each 
will  guard  hr  its  own  means.'*  If  these  mutual 
pled^  would  not  impose  ben^dal  obligation^ 
It  would  be  nugatory  to  enter  into  tbem ;  the 
object  is,  to  make  effeotnal  the  assertiwt  of  tiia 
pnnoiple.  The  UiJted  Btates  does  not  reqnre 
any  pledge  to  protect  its  own  soil ;  and  can  it 
be  imagined  that  any  pledge  will  be  made,  if 
the  southern  Republics  are  to  receive  no  advan- 
tage from  itt  They  are  to  use  their  own 
means ;  I  presnrae  tiie  meaning  of  that  is,  if 
assistance  is  reodved,  it  is  aome  time  to  be  re- 
munerated. The  Executive  views  on  the  sub- 
ject cannot  be  confined  to  a  voluntary  pem^ 
aion  of  European  colonization :  tor  no  means 
then  would  be  necessary,  as  no  redstanoe  wo^ 
be  required.  The  views  of  Salaair  and  Olne- 
gon  are  explicit  on  tiw  8ob|eet ;  and  tbej  are 
nowhere  treated  otherwise  by  the  President 
An  alliance  of  such  a  mysterious  oharact^  as 
the  Uesswe  exhibits,  would,  of  all  others,  be 
the  most  Ukely  to  entente  u&  The  Bepnblie 
wonld  expect  some  advantages  and,  when  baf- 
fled, it  would  produce  irritation  and  cold  feel- 
ings. The  President  is  too  modi  ctf  a  states- 
man to  enter  into  a  convention  whidh  wonld 
impose  no  obligations  on  eithw  of  the  parties. 
And  the  reasons  why  he  is  not  more  par- 
tionlar,  are,  because  it  wonld  be  prematare, 
as  the  snUeefes  are  to  be  nnder  oonanUation, 
and  It  wonld  be  impdttio  In  hfan  to  diadoae  his 
whole  vioin.  Thm  b  enoo^  that  be  is  will- 
ing to  act  «i  these  snbjects ;  but,  to  use  his 
own  language,  to  concur  in  nothing  that  wOl 
import  hostJlity  to  Europe,  or  Jastiy  excite  re- 
sentment in  any  of  the  States.  This  aeems  to 
satisfy  many  gentl^en.  I  will  not  collect  aO 
the  phrases  wMob  have  been  employed,  on  this 
point,  by  the  Ministers  of  the  RepaUies  of 
South  America,  and  the  heads  of  our  Govern* 
ment;  they  are  in  substance  the  same,  but 
dressed  in  difibrent  language.  I  will  tak« 
those  expressed  by  thePiiricwntand  tiieSeora- 
tary  of  State. 

The  amendment  does  not  prednde  the  trea^- 
making  power  tma  argdng  and  etmvlndng  to* 
Governments  of  South  America  of  the  impro- 
priety of  any  attempt  to  liberate  flraai  l^>^ 
theialandsofForloBiooandOabB.  Ihetna^- 
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Bttking  poirar  is  left  free  to  diMn»  and  to 
fiffli«tbemfrointfaiBniItJeat,ifUUeBin  their 
povoi^-aDd  erai  to  ei^r  into  any  Btapnlaticai 
«a  the  mbjeot,  which  will  not  inToWe  ns  in  any 
illiasee,  offensire  or  defimnre.  Of  all  tibe  txCo- 
jeeu  tb^  can  be  acted  upon  in  the  OongreM, 
thH  is  the  most  intnesting  and  delio&te  one  to 
us.  Still,  aooordinff  to  our  policy  we  cannot, 
■Dd  oa^t  not,  to  bind  onnefree,  bnt  be  left  at 
m^/Mf  to  aot  aoomdinff  to  dronmstanoes,  when 
uj  Hiioiia  ^fpnhenniHii  may  arise,  tiiat  any 
Eoropesn  power  except  Spain  meditates  tba 
deagB  of  poasesring  the  sorer^rnty  ci  these 
ids^  'If  the  JU^tlio  of  luzioo,  or  the 
Uutsd  Booth  American  States,  will  persist  in 
poawsriug  themselres  of  the  soTcrmgnty  <^ 
tiKM  iduds,  which  will  be  as  disadTantageons 
to  01  as  if  the  same  tiling  was  effected  by  a 
EoropasD  GoTemmsBt,  our  first  power  of  renst- 
■aee  mast  be  persnasion  and  aorioe ;  the  next 
must  depend  npon  tiie  time  and  droonutanoea. 
Would  Gmgreas  now  pass  a  law  snthoiizing 
tba  Preiddent  to  employ  the  femes  of  the  nation 
igKMt  any  £iiropesa  power  who  should  at> 
tnVit  totaka  the  M»Tsrdgn^  of  these  Idanda 
from  Spdnt  NOf  tbcnr  wmiu  aot.  It  wonld 
lie  t  duing  polioy ;  ue  people  would  not  q>- 
proveof  it;  they  would  not  oe  wiling  to  pot 
Ibis  poww  into  Um  hands  of  tlidr  own  Ezecn- 
tite,  bat  wonld  preftr  to  be  free  to  act  accord- 
is;  to  ciroomstanoes  when  the  time  arriTcs. 
And  would  it  be  mwe  acceptable  to  them  to 
■M  an  slUaooe  with  the  Sooth  em  RepaUios, 
Hther  offendve  or  defiandve,  by  which  the 
pesee  of  ttie  nation  wonld  be  taken  partly  oot 
onr  own  hands  and  committed  to  others  t 
Tbe  answer  is  irresistibly  in  the  n^ative.  J 
wiD  not  attempt  to  deeori  be  the  Impmtauee  of 
CidMto  Uds  ooantrr,  nine  has  faem  •nongh 
tud  on  tiiia  bead  hf  my  ofdleagoe  (Kr.  Bu- 
«U3Tu)  and  oUura.  Bnt  I  think  that  onr  true 
tod  di^ified  poliinr  ought  to  be  tbe  same  with 
■11  D^ums;  and  that  we  oi^^  to  intimate  to 
tbe  new  8t^  that  onr  dearest  interests  will  not 
P«nint  as  to  Ipok  on  a  change  of  sovereign^ 
of  those  iilsnds,  \yy  any  nation,  withindiffbrwoe. 
The  faoDorable  gratleman  from  Loniriaoa  (Mr. 
i'niMnoji)  has  desorit>ed  the  ctmseanenoes 
voold  flow  from  certain  oondinons  of 
tt«  idiad  of  Onba,  in  a  manner  that  not  only 
•wiud  his  own  feelings,  but  made  similar  im- 
PfMiMis  CO  all  who  heard  him.  OertiUn  om- 
mMof  tta  Island  itf  Oabs  mi^t  eocoarage 
tbt  rUagof  the  Uaeks  In  tbe  Simth  m  (hdr 
Mtm :  for,  alAoagh  I  do  not  eondder  tbe 
^  of  flie  SooOi  as  ym^iitf  by  dtvine  ri^t, 
sre  so  trestad  by  necessity  and  the  consti- 
;  sad  the  moi«  I  see  and  become  acqnabit- 
•d  viUi  Bouthem  gentlemen,  the  more  I  am 
NBTinoed  of  the  inntiUty  oi  propositicms  from 
tb(  noD-daTehoIding  States  on  tbe  sal^eot  of 
oiUMipsUon.  They  are  <Hily  calcalated  to 
prodaee  irritation,  withont  the  prospect  of  ao- 
miBirftdung  any  good.  Bnt  the  gentieman 
frm  ItodiiHin  my%,  however,  that  the  Admin- 
m&an  would  not  permit  tbe  naw  Stataa  to 


cany  on  war  against  it  in  a  san^  aadferoeioiis 
manner,  1^  pnttiag  weapons  into  tbe  hands  dt 
tlie  blacks  to  maawcre  the  white  popnlation. 
Bnt,  if  we  wdt  nntil  theee  horrors  are  witness- 
ed, I  fear  it  win  be  too  late  for  tbe  canse  of 
hnmanity,  as  the  white  population,  in  the  mean- 
while, irill  ohieSy  be  pnt  to  death.  Onba  bo- 
longs  to  Spain,  and,  whenever  we  interfere  to 
support  Spain  in  retaining  it,  or  to  prevent  her 
from  trannerring  it  to  another,  we  must  tmak 
onr  Beatralit7 :  and  that  Is  an  event  which  we 
aboold,  at  the  leaBt,  oontinnally  h<M  In  antici- 
pation. Bat  tiie  honorable  member  says,  that, 
on  this  satrjeot,  we  will  not  Iw  able  to  dlscnos 
or  speak  at  the  Oongreea  at  Panama.  In  this, 
according  to  my  conception  of  the  amendment, 
he  is  mistaken.  It  ia  tne  design  of  the  amend- 
ment, if  its  laiuclples  should  m  adopted  by  the 
Execotive,  to  leave  every  thing  open  to  free  and 
ftall  disonssion,  exo^  an  allUnoe  offemdve  or 
defenuve.  And,  if  there  should  be  any  doabt 
on  this  pctot,  the  words  of  the  amendment  can 
earily  be  enlarged.  My  colleagne  (Mr.  Wurts) 
MH^ectorea  th^  the  new  Btataa  may  have  beoi 
iidwflud  by  onr  Govemmsut  that  the  relations 
of  these  laiaads  dull  not  be  changed,  even  by 
them.  This,  I  think,  wonld  be  altooether  in- 
obnristent  with  the  request  made  to  Mr.  Salazar 
that  the  rumored  expedition  by  them  against 
those  islands  should  be  delayed  for  a  limited  time. 

Li  adopting  a  system  of  sontJiem  politic^  we 
should  observe  the  most  profound  caution; 
every  stop  we  take  is  new  and  untried.  Sup- 
pose that  Knglaad  should  establish  a  oolony 
somewhere  near  Cape  Horn,  would  we  send 
troops,  or  aid  in  money  I  Bat  it  may  be  said 
this  IS  not  witiiio  the  meaning  of  the  conven- 
tional affreement  ctmtemplatea  on  this  topic— 
it  ia  tmj  to  w*^"^:**^  the  prindple  in  ^h>Uc^ 
tion,  on  the  part  of  eaoh,  to  ita  own  temtory. 
If  this  is  really  the  meaniiw,  it  Is  the  most  Ju- 
didous  agreanent  that  could  be  made  betwem 
08— that  is,  do  you  protect  your  own  soil,  and 
we  will  protect  ours,  ea^  with  our  own  means ; 
and  let  us  enter  into  the  best  commercial  ar- 
rangements in  our  power  for  tbe  enjoyment  of 
the  geographical  advantages  of  the  two  conn- 
tries.  We  will  suppose,  e^ain,  that  England 
wonld  be  indined  to  fovor  the  Oovemment  of 
Braal  in  the  existing  war  with  Buenos  Ayre% 
and  sboold  interfere  to  partition  off  a  tmuI  of 
the  country  belonging  to  the  IfttterjSnd  annex 
it  to  the  Oovemment  of  BnudL  This  would 
Mmie  within  Uw  meaning.  I  ask,  in  such  aa 
event,  wonld  the  peojde  (rf  this  country  be  will- 
ing to  go  to  war  wltbEofl^andt  Itbinklmay 
safely  affirm  tint  they  wonld  not.  Then  why 
shoold  we  keep  up  the  idea  of  this  pledge,  after 
it  had  performed  its  office?  It  was  wbe  and 
patriotic  when  made,  and  nobody  wishes  to  de- 
tract from  President  Monroe  the  nnfading  honor 
which  he  acquired  by  announcing  it  to  the 
world;  bat  tJbe  end  designed  is  now  accom- 
plished and  over. 

I  diall  make  no  effort  to  diminish  the  weight 
of  the  reaatma  i^vea  by  llie  Freaiden^  ese^ 
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th«  last :  I  cannot  pass  that  over  nnnotioed,  as 
I  differ  80  essentially  in  opinion  with  him. 
General  'WasfaingtoD,  when  hving,  was  the  Mr- 
eet  and  porest  model  ofpnidenoe  and  firmness 
of  any  man  on  earth.  When  he  first  aooepted 
the  oommand  of  the  army,  erery  one  will  re- 
member his oaotloai  language :  "But," said  he, 
**lest  some  nnlooky  event  slionld  happen  nn- 
ftvcmble  to  my  diaracMr  and  to  my  repnti^on, 
I  be^  it  may  he  remembered  by  every  gentle- 
man m  this  room,  that  I  this  day  dedare,  with 
the  utmost  sincerity,  that  I  do  not  think  myself 
equal  to  the  command  I  am  honored  with." 
Juid  tiiis  was  the  oantions  and  pmdent  charac- 
ter he  maintwned  from  that  day  until  tiie  day 
of  his  death;  he  stood  as  the  ro^  of  our  salva- 
tion in  many  a  trying  scene.  And  in  1798, 
when  the  wild  principles  of  French  liberty 
were  fast  disseminating  themselves  among  the 

E topic,  whose  passions  had  been  roused  in 
Tor  of  aiding  the  French  who  had  fotigfat  for 
vs;  he  remdned  at  the  hdm  of  the  Govem- 
ment  unshaken,  and  iasoed  his  iHodamation  of 
nentraU^,  whi<di  put  into  practice  the  qwdflc 
character  d  the  country,  by  which  tibe  natitm 
was  aaved  from  a  war.  And.  tm  hia  rettronent 
from  his  unprecedented  pnblio  career,  he  left 
his  principles  of  policy  respeotingother  nations, 
as  a  legacy  to  aa  connby.  He  warned  us 
ag^nst  the  danger  of  entan||ling  alliances ;  he 
spoke  of  Europe,  of  thnr  primary  interests,  and 
of  the  distance;  he  could  not  do  otherwise, 
these  being  facte.  But  it  is  not,  in  my  ^>pre- 
hendou,  dedooible  from  this,  that  he  would 
have  recommended  entan^^ng  allianceH  with 
the  new  Republics  on  oar  borders,  Just  after 
they  had  risen  into  ezistenoe.  He  mnwd  us 
agnnst  alliances  with  the  countries  we  th«i 
had  intercourse  witii;  and  the  danger  would 
-  he  as  great,  if  not  greater,  to  form  alliances 
with  countries  a^joinmg  us.  I  am  exceedingly 
mistaken  in  the  diaracter  of  General  Washing- 
ton, if  he  would  not^  on  such  an  occadon  as 
this,  have  had  an  agent  on  the  spot,  to  trans- 
mit information  to  be  deliberated  upon  at  home 
In  the  first  instance,  and  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  powers  of  this  (Xmgress  and  the  mode 
oi  its  OTgantsation.  before  u  would  have  Aoae 
any  act--he  would  not  have  gone  on  speonla- 
tton  and  experlmenta—I  think  he  would  have 
bad  an  agent  there  before  this  time.  Let  the 
counsels  of  General  Washington  be  our  gnide 
hi  this  important  orislB,  and  let  us  enter  into  no 
alliance,  offenrive  or  defenuve^  on  any  point, 
in  time  of  peace,  with  any  country.  But  the 
President's  observations  on  the  counsels  of 
Washington  prove  oonclnuvely  whM  I  have  be- 
fore affirmed,  that  there  is  a  willingness  on  tlie 

ftart  of  the  President  to  enter  into  these  al- 
iances.  He  says,  I  cannot  overlook  the  reflec- 
tion, that  the  counsel  of  Washington,  in  that 
instance^  like  aU  the  counsels  of  wia^nn,  was 
founded  on  the  dronmstanoes^  in  whidi  oar 
country,  vaA  the  world  around  as,  were  situated 
at  the  tfane  when  it  was  given.  The  President 
then  oosnpares  our  nto^ion,  and  the  oiroum- 


■tanoes  of  that  time,  with  those  of  the  present 
day,  and  then  asked  what,  ft^nn  the  very  wcvds 
ofWashington,  would  be  his  ciimsd  to  his  coun- 
trymen now.  Is  not  this  the  language  of  the 
FreadenL  that,  under  the  circnmstancea  <tf  that 
day,  WaaUnKtOtt  warned  ns  agnnst  entwitfug 
allianoes  with  the  powers  of  Europe!  Bitt| 
under  the  oinnunstanoeB  of  the  iweaent  day,  as 
respects  the  BepubUos  of  South  Amerioa,  ma 
advice  would  be  different  now  to  his  oooiUry- 
men  }  If  that  is  not  the  inference,  and  the  un- 
deniable  inference,  I  should  doubt  my  own  ex- 
istence :  and  it  is  in  strict  accordance  with  his 
acceptance  of  the  invitation  under  theletters  of 
Salazar  and  Obregony  where  they,  without  the 
least  disguise,  treated  the  alliances  on  the  two 
points  as  not  being  inoondsteot  with  the  nea- 
trality  of  this  country,  which  every  candid 
statesman  must  acknowledge  to  be  the  fact ;  and 
it  is  also  c(nncident  with  t£e  other  part  <k  las 
ICeasage,  which  I  have  already  had  the  honor 
of  r^erring  to ;  and  It  morMrer  i^Man  to  ma 
that  he  has  made  no  efftart  to  eonoaal  hia  senti- 
ments. This  is  the  positltm  <n  whioh  I  stand, 
and  the  foundation  of  my  argument,  that  there 
la  a  willingness  on  the  port  m  the  President  to 
enter  into  alliances  with  the  Kepabliea  of  South 
America  on  the  two  points  heretofore  alluded  to. 

Is  this  the  opinion  of  the  peo^e  of  this  coun- 
try I  Is  it  the  opinion  of  their  Kepreaentatives 
on  this  floor  t  If  it  is,  reject  the  amendment 
at  once.  But,  if  it  is  otherwise,  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  oommittee  will  see  the  pr^tiety  d 
adopting  it^  to  arrest  this  ptdiey  <m  its  first  ^i- 
pearanov.  It  will  not  be  bindfaig  on  the  Exee- 
utive ;  bnt  he  will,  doubtless,  attend  to  it  wiA 
the  deepest  respects  We  should  enter  into  no 
entangling  alliances  with  these  new  Republics, 
but  let  them  ei^oy  our  hearty  sympathies  and 
the  moral  influence  of  our  example.  We  will 
retrace  at  their  suooesses— they  are  our  sister 
Bepnblics,  and  our  neighbois,  and  we  must 
have  immense  dealings  with  them.  Let  them 
see  us  bni^  in  the  improvement  of  our  own 
county,  and  in  the  encouragement  of  the  various 
pursuit*  of  man—let  them  see  our  march  d 
mind  in  the  arts  and  sdraces^  and  oar  general 
activity  and  industry — let  them  leani  that  we 
do  not  waste  our  treasnrea  in  pomp  and  splen- 
dor, bnt  expend  them  for  the  proeperi^  waA 
happiness  of  the  people — and  let  them  know  that 
our  policy  is  peace,  whenever  it  can  be  preserved 
with  honor,  and  that  we  will  not  enter  into  en- 
tangling allianoes  with  any  nation — and  let  them 
be  infi^med  of  the  effect  of  our  pacific  policy ; 
how  it  has  converted  our  wilderness  into  cul- 
tivated fields,  and  caused  the  building  of  nu- 
merous and  beautiful  cities ;  and  how  rq^y, 
under  the  ausfHCM  of  our  free  institntions,  U 
has  increased  our  population  and  national 
wealth.  The  influence  of  such  examples  will 
do  more  for  these  new  Republics  thui  all  the 
swords  tiiat  we  cm  BrngSaf  In  their  bvor,  and 
all  the  allianoes  tibat  we  can  totia  with  timn, 
which,  in  the  end,  mi^t  prove  dangenns  to 
both  oonntriea. 
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Mr.  F.  JoHXBov  flftid :  Hie  trae  pcdicy  f>f  our 
ooontr^  is  peao»— oar  proper  gronnd  is  nen- 
tnlitf — aad  I  mm  as  nnwiUing  to  depart  from 
Mtber,  ss  sQj  one  here.  I  am  imposed  to  all 
illiiDcea,  ofieanre  or  defensire,  aad  to  aU  en- 
tsn^ng  leagaes  whatever.  I  am  for  my  oonn- 
bj  Mi^  m  free,  and  to  act  aooording  to  dr- 
wHMtMicei^  toprnam  and  maintaiii  Ua  righta 
nd  Ui  [ntowata. 

Otff  institatioikaare  BepabHoan ;  the  feelinm 
th«  habits,  and  znaoners,  ttf  the  people  of  ue 
United  States  are  essratially  Bepnblioan.  It  is 
hsmsa  nature  to  be  partial  to  onraelTes,  oar 
funilifls,  and  oar  friends ;  and  it  Is  aooording 
to  the  Rotates  of  the  same  natare  to  feel  a  par- 
tislitj  for  that  oountrj-  and  that  people,  whose 
iutitiititHiB  aawmilate  nearest  oar  own.  It  is 
hamu  natare  to  fed  and  sympathize  for  those 
Tbo  have  stmgf^ed  against  aad  overoome  the 
^ffionlties  and  adyersities  which  we  omvelves 
hare  had  to  wooiiiiter;  and  haMe^  it  la  par- 
dooable^  and  eren  praisewwtln^,  ia  the  people 
of  this  eoantiT,  to  yield  their  beat  wishes  to  a 
people  vha  tike  our  anoestora,  have  htokea 
the  chains  of  tyranny,  and  triamphantly  achieved 
their  liberties. 

That  part  of  the  continent  of  Ameiica,  oon- 
qaered  and  colonixed  by  3p^  some  oentaries 
im  hss  remained^  antil  within  a  reeent  period, 
WHMt  entirely  concealed  behind  the  veil  of 
Spunah  policy ;  its  extent,  its  popnlation,  and 
ito  raoBroea,  were  but  partially  known,  and 
BtUe  Dodentood  hj  the  rest  of  the  world.  All 
It  oBoe,  aa  it  were^  thir^  milUcma  of  pei^le 
praented  tiieinadTea,  oonteoding  for  their  Ub- 
•ties  igainst  that  monarchy  which  had  so  long 
held  then  In  the  most  al^jeet  vassdagA.  Th^ 
Imts  dMnm,  that  they  possessed  mvery  to 
obtiin,  and  virtne  to  maintain  their  independ- 
<Bee :  instead  of  Spanuh  ooloniea,  they  present 
to  the  rest  <^  the  human  ftmily  aeven  inde- 
P«ad(nt  and  sorereign  Repabliee.  And  whea 
Sestlemen  snppoee  we  no  sympathy  for 
these  Bepcblics,  their  soppontion  u  against 
natare,  and  against  fact.  These  Repablics  look 
toonr  institationa  as  tiie  model  for  their  own ; 
Aey  look  to  as  aa  impartial  mi  disinterested 
modi^  who  desire  Uieir  prosperity  and  inde- 
pwfrnce^  and  as  williu  to  yield  them  any 
idvioe  or  oonnael  wMcn  onr  experience  may 
I'M.  If  they  eannot  look  to  as  as  friends  to 
tbeb  iutitationa,  to  whom  can  they  look  t  To 
Spain,  to  f^oe,  or  to  the  Allied  Sovereigns, 
vho  ire  anxioas  to  aee  them  return  to  Ueir 
o^otuil  bondage  I  Where  is  the  Repablioan 
*>oTenunent  on  earth  with  which  they  can 
commone  freely,  except  it  is  oars  f  Throogh  all 
their  Aroggles,  they  have  been  accompanied  by 
ear  wishes  for  their  snccess ;  they  have  shown 
utmost  friendship  for,  and  confidence  in, 
u ;  they  have  adiieved  their  independence,  and 
uv«  aoeed  to  hcdd  a  oooncil  to  ocmsnlt  m, 
and  to  devise  tiie  beat  means  to  iHreserve  ana 
perp«taate  the  liberties  they  have  so  noblv 
*«i :  to  a^ost  impMtant  regnlations  of  friend- 
V  nd  eomnerciM  interoonrae  amoiig  them- 


selves and  with  other  naticms ;  and  other  mat- 
ters, in  which  this  country  is  also  deeply  inter- 
ested, are  to  be  discussed  and  settled  there;  ai^ 
they  bave  invited  ns  to  attend  their  delibera- 
tions, by  our  Ministers  or  agents.  They  are 
onr  neighbors ;  and  who  will  imajrine  that  we 
are  not  deeply  interested  in  tlieir  uing  perma- 
nently Bnd  firmly  th^  Govemmenta  on  the 
modtt  and  primnplea  ot  onr  own,  and  of  layiiw 
a  aare  fooodation  of  perp^nal  peaoet  And 
dun  we  reftiaa  the  friendly  inntatum,  npon  ao 
momentoas  an  occasion,  in  the  &ud  reaolta  ol 
which  onr  institationa,  onr  peace,  oar  commerce^ 
and  the  principles  of  liberty,  may  be  ao  essen- 
tially and  vitally  affected } 

Bat,  it  is  said  we  ooght  not  to  send  IGnisteri, 
for  fear  of  entangling  alliances.  What  groond, 
I  ask,  is  there  for  these  fears  f  There  u  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  the  doonmenta 
or  correapondence.  Bat  the  letter  of  Hr.  Sala- 
zar  has  been  referred  to  as  cmolndTe,  hi  which 
he  says,  "  if  it  be  proper,  an  eventoal  alUanoe 
nuqr  be  formed."  And  in  what  spirit  was  thia 
expresrirai  made?  Bj  an  examination  (rf  the 
whole  oorrespondenoe  with  the  Bepublics  on 
the  sabjeot,  it  will  l>e  found  that  those  Bepub- 
lics, reposing  in  us  tiie  utmost  confidence,  have 
intimated  a  willingness  to  be  guided,  in  a  good 
degree,  by  oar  coansels,  in  drawing  closer  to- 
gether tiie  bonds  of  friendship.  His  expreasion 
IB,  "  if  it  be  not  improper ;  "  showing  that  he 
himself  doabted  the  policy,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  was  willing  to  submit  the  SQl{ject  to  con- 
uderation. 

In  all  the  invitattmu  to  thiameeting,  indudliw 
iSx.  Salacar's,  we  are  eiqweasly  UM  that  it  will 
not  be  enMoted  that  we  shall  take  any  step^ 
or  enter  into  any  disotisnon  or  negotiation, 
wtuch  will  have  a  tendency  to  inteirapt  oar 
neutrality ;  that  they  desire  oar  idd  In  discuss- 
ing aaoh  t(^ic8,  and  settling  snch  matters  only 
as  are  of  an  interesting  nature  to  ns,  and  snch 
as  are  of  common  interest  to  both  countries. 

Why  should  they  deure  an  alliance,  offenMve 
or  defensive,  with  as  t  The  time  when  they 
needed  onr  assistance  is  gone  by.  In  the  time 
of  their  struggles  and  confiiots,  they  might  have 
imagined  an  alliance  osefol  to  them.  Bat  now, 
whan  not  an  enemy,  not  a  Spanish  bayonet,  ia 
to  be  found  witiiin  their  whole  oonntry ;  when 
the  Allies  of  Enrope  have  abandoned  all  designa 
against  them ;  when  England  has  become  their 
fnend — at  least  in  oonunercial  relations — what 
need  have  they  for  alliances,  except  among 
themselves!  Spain  is  unable  to  renew  the 
war ;  no  war,  in  fact,  ezists — ^it  is  but  in  name. 
So  weak  and  powerless  is  the  Government  of 
Spain,  that  it  has  had  to  renew  its  engagements 
to  retun  the  French  troops  within  its  territories, 
to  sastain  Ferdinand  on  the  throne. 

The  South  American  Repablics  need  no  alli- 
anoes  with  as ;  they  want  none ;  and  if  they 
did  I  shoold  be  unwilling  to  agree  to  it  The 
Prendent  haa  expresdy  t^  as  that  none  wooUT 
be  contracted,  or  entered  into :  and,  before  he 
wonld  aeoept  At  inTitation,  he  teUa  na  tha^ 
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w  among  the  inqniriea  which  ware  thought  en- 
ttUed  to  oonai^ralion  before  the  detennination 
WM  taken  to  aooept  the  inntation,  waa  that, 
whether  the  measure  might  not  have  aome  ten- 
imcj  to  change  the  polfof  hitherto  iavariablr 
paraaed  the  Uoited  Statea,  of  avtdding  aU 
entangling  aUianoee,  and  all  nnneccaiary  for- 
eign oomieetioiiB."  Ooold  aw[  nun  hare  acted 
with  more  oiDtloa  flum  the  PreaideBt  haa,  be* 
fan  he  would  aooepC  the  inritation,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  oar  aooeptafkoe,  and  sending  IDn- 
ktera,  "  might  not  have  a  tendenoj  to  change 
oar  policy !"  And  jet  aome  gentlemen  contend 
that  there  ia  reas<ni  to  fear  that  the  Preaident 
intends  to  form  dlianoea.  Bin  the  gentlemen 
in  the  oppodtitm  hare  plaoed  themselTea  on 
diflSonlt  gnrand  to  be  maintained,  of  arguing 
against  nota.  And,  if  the  facta  were  not  so 
louring  against  them,  yet,  in  aopport  of  their 
amendinents,  they  woidd  be  botmd  at  least  to 
show,  that  the  Repablioa  of  Booth  America 
wished  to  enter  into  iDoh  alllanoe,  and  that  the 
Freaidrat  intenda  it;  th«y  ongfattoahow  boUi; 
timr  oan  show  neltiier :  th^  atgimiMit  atanda 
wiuiont  proof— cnipoeed  by  4ie  intereata  and 
tme  policy  of  both  ooontriM^  and  to  the  dedar 
ration  of  the  Prerident. 

It  is  alleged,  that  one  language  has  been  held 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and  another 
on  tbia  side,  in  regard  to  Onba ;  and,  by  the 
way,  I  sappoae,  of  adding  weight  to  the  charge, 
It  is  also  said  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  Mr.  Ifiddleton,  which  oratdna  what  was 
said  over  the  water,  waa  sent  to  the  Senate  and 
not  to  thia  House.  Mr,  there  b  neither  inoon- 
dstoiey  nor  In^^oprlety  In  the  langoMe  used 
to  Mr.  Middleton,  nor  in  withholding  that  pa- 

Efhom  tills  House.  In  tiw  commmdoaliMi  to 
Iflddleton,  the  Senretary.in  nrglngon  Bns- 
ria  the  neoesrity  and  importanoe  m  her  inter- 
fering with  Spain  together  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  Sonthem  Repablics,  as  the 
only  means  Spain  had  of  reserving  the  island 
of  Gnha,  tells  Mr.  Middleton,  as  much  as  this 
Goremment  desires  to  see  Onba  remain  in  the 
handa  of  Spain,  yet  the  PreflMent  does  not  see 
bow  the  United  States  oan  rightftdly  Interfere 
with  force  between  Spain  and  the  Bepnhltoa,  to 
prevent  their  takli^  It,  if  Spain  ohatinately 
perrista  in  urotraotlng  the  war.  To  the  €h>T- 
amment  of  Uexloo,  the  Beeretary  aaya,  the 
Vntted  Btatea  are  nnwUUng  to  see  Onba  pass 
from  Spain,  and  reqoests  they  should  desist 
from  taking  it ;  bat  he  did  not  add  that  the 
United  States  oould  notrightfally  interfere  with 
force  to  prereot  its  transfer ;  and  this  is  snb- 
atantially  (for  I  do  not  pretend  to  qnote  the  lan- 
gnage  of  the  Secretary)  the  difference  com- 
plained of,  and  BO  much  dwelt  npon,  by  some 
gmtiemen  in  the  opposition. 

The  oMect  of  tne  n^tlatloB,  on  the  part 
of  this  QoTemmont,  was,  to  preTent  Caba 
«shangiog  maatera,  and  to  bring  abont  a  peace 
between  Spain  wa  the  BepaUioa,  by  getting 
Spain  to  acknowledge  thdr  ind^udenee. 
Cnhn  waa  in  danfw  of  bdnf  takan  bj  Max- 


ieo  and  Colombia.  Boaria  waa  i^prised  of 
it,  and  told  we  oonld  not  use  farce  to  pre- 
vent the  conqoest;  bnt,  if  Spain  would  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  the  Bepnbfio^ 
and  thereby  make  peace  with  them,  that  she 
would,  by  that  means,  be  able  to  hold  Oub^ 
This  view  of  the  anlffect,  it  was  ht^ied,  wonld 
indooe  Rnada  and  mnoe  to  interte*  and  yn- 
vidl  on  Spain  to  do  ao— In  wder  to  anspeBd 
the  enteiprlse  agadnst  the  idand — until  the  re- 
Bolt  of  the  neaotiatini  should  be  known.  It 
waa  said  to  Mexico  and  OtJimibia,  that  the 
United  States  are  nnwUling  to  see  Gnba  paa 
from  Spain,  and  we  desire  yon  to  desist  from 
taking  it.  Sappose  the  Secretary  bad  aaid  to 
Bnssia,  after  reqaeeting  her  mediation  with 
Spain  on  the  subject,  that  this  GoTemment  wiQ 
not  permit  the  Rronblios  to  tdie  Cuba,  where 
wooJd  have  been  the  indncement  to  Russia  to 
interfim,  w  for  Spain  to  yield  ?  Suppose  he 
had  said  to  Xexioo,  that,  dthoogh  the  Unitad 
Statea  do  not  wldi  Onba  to  pass  oat  of  the 
handa  <tfl^>dn,  yet,  if  yonohooseto  take  Itthe 
President  cannot  see  any  ground  npon 
thia  Government  can  interfere;  wonld  tiien 
have  been  any  Indnoemrat  for  them  to  have 
forborne  to  execnte  the  enterprise  they  were 
preparing  against  Cobaf  What  on^ht  to  han 
been  sud  t  Precisely  what  waa  said — to  Rus- 
sia an  open  and  candid  view  of  the  policy  <^ 
this  Oovemment  was  stated;  and  to  tiie Re- 
publics, the  wish  of  this  country  in  regard  to 
Onba  waa  also  fidrly  stated. 

Bat  the  opinion  that  we  could  not  rightfbDy 
interpoae  with  f(H«e,  to  prevent  th^  taking  i^ 
waa  withheld,  leaving  than  to  eoaqjectnre  as  to 
oonrae  that  wooB  be  pnrsned  in  case  th^ 
made  tibe  att«npt.  The  RepnbUea  want  peace; 
Spafai  wants  to  retidn  Onba ;  and  Cuba  seems 
to  be  the  only  means  left  by  which  Spun  sod 
tiie  Republics  can  be  brought  to  terms.  The 
n^otiation  has  been  ably  and  moperlr  oondnct- 
ed,  npon  &ir  and  just  principles,  and  the  only 
impropriety  I  can  see  In  the  whole  affair,  is  the 
pnblieatiott  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  Ifiddleton, 
pending  so  important  a  negotiation — a  thing 
altogether  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  our 
country.  If  the  Senate,  regardless  of  tiie  inte^ 
ests  of  our  oountry,  have  oinaed  that  letter  to 
be  published,  it  surely  can  form  no  ground  ftr 
the  enemies  ct  the  miadon  to  Panama,  to  eharga 
improper  conduot  on  the  Prendent  or  Secreta- 
ry. The  reasons  which  tnfluoiced  the  PnA- 
dent  to  withhold  that  letter  fnm  this  House 
must  be  obvious ;  tiie  Executive  knew  it  ought 
not  to  be  made  public  during  the  n^otiation 
— ^it  acoompaoied  a  confidential  eommnnication 
to  the  Senate.  In  the  resoluticm  of  this  Hoa»e 
he  was  told  that  it  was  not  denred  he  should 
send  us  any  thing  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  pub- 
lic interest  reqairad  he  should  not  disclose.  The 
oommunioation  to  this  House  waa  understood 
as  intended  for  tiie  pnblio  as  well  as  onrselvea. 
He  oo^t  not,  thererore,  to  have  sent  it  to  thk 
House;  and  yet,  atrange  as  it  may  aeem,  he  ll 
duvged  on  thia  foor  witii  great  imgnstkHf 
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forNQdingUmt  docaxnent  to  the  Senate^  where 
it  vas  expected  to  be  kept  from  pablio  Tiew 
sDtil  th«  negotiatioa  was  ended,  and  for  not 
tending  it  to  this  Hooae  to  be  nude  pablio.  Sir, 
if  tte  bad  done  as  the  gratlemen  oomplain  he 
^  not  do^  be  meet  oerwnly  would  have  dime 
wraif— 41  it  baa,  be  has  done  ri^t.  After 
thepnbUeatioaitf  tUsdocomentl^  the  Senate, 
if  the  BepaUioB  of  the  Soadido  not  take  Cuba, 
it  will  be  altogetiier  owing  to  their  fHendahip 
Btd  regard  to  the  wishea  ^d  interests  of  this 
onmtrj.  Before  it  waa  published  the7  oonld 
not  know  bot  we  would  employ  foroe  to  pre- 
Tenttheir  taking  it — now  tt^y  know  we  wUl 
not  ioterpoae.  They  haTe  the  sttongeet  poaa- 
ble  indowneDts  to  take  it.  It  is  a  rich  price 
—iiiA  it  la  more :  it  aervea  Spain  as  a  rallying 
Mutfi»  offenave  operations  against  Kexioo, 
ColoiDbU,  and  Ooatemala,  being  situated  near 
to  «adi  fk  these  BepnUios.  And  so  long  aa 
Bfiiii  bokis  that  iii^M,  and  ooDtumea  the  war, 
Mch  of  these  Govemroenti  wUl  be  oonpdled 
to  hasp  m  a  foroe  to  protect  themselTes  from 
ivndon  fron  it ;  a  foroe  in  eaoh,  more  than 
(ompeteiit  to  anbdne  Oab*.  Neither  oan  they 
titl  st  what  m<«nent  an  invanon  may  be  at- 
ttmpted.  And  oan  we  expect  that  they  will 
fODtione  to  endare  this  expensa  as  well  as  the 
constant  ^wehen^on  of  inTauon,  merely  to 
oblige  ns  t  Wonld  we,  placed  in  their  Ntnation, 
ixbetr  to  rid  onrseWes  of  such  en  expense  and 
neh  in  annoyance  t  And,  if  we  wonld  not,  oan 
we  ezpeet  it  tnm  others,  and  oan  it  be  expeot- 
(d  Oat  weahoold  make  waragabatthe  BciKib> 
linforS^I  We  do  not  want  the  idandttf 
Cobs:  it  is  contrary  to  oar  wdlqy,  to  oar  aet- 
iM  principlefl,  and  oor  tme  laterMla,  to  hawe 
mloaies ;  and  it  is  •  poUt^  we  shall  adhere  to 
w  kng  as  we  diall  entertun  a  doe  aenae  of  oor 
latere^  No^  sir,  we  do  not  want  Onba  nor 
Canada.  We  woold  not  have  eithrar  to-mor- 
nw,  if  they  were  offered  to  na.  Ve  have 
ttnitwy  eooo^  for  these  fifty  years  at  least; 
•ad  we  are  happy  and  fnmperaaa  nndor  oar 
pnaeat  m^y;  and  I  newer  wiah  to  aee  it 
diu^uithat  reapect. 

,  It  H  oor  iatereat  that  Caba  shall  retnain  aa 
tt&  I  the  light  of  £ogland  or  rranoe, 
Euopean  power,  to  tau  Onba^^  is  no 
pOBt  of  auu^aooe  to  tliem^-U  doea  not  lie 
^^igaoaatotliem;  andonrintereatandaafiBty 
hiikkUiu  it  oo^t  not  to  pass  Into  the  hands 
Bf  iBT  of  the  great  maritime  powen,  Th^ 
be  disposed  to  blot^ade  the  ICisdssippi, 

ereite  a  system  of  monopoly  in  the  island. 
It  voold  be  a  oonvenient  point  from  which  to 
wke  iavanons  on  the  Soathem  States  of  onr 
ym;  sod  we  mast  therefore,  take  care  it 
^  not  fan  into  such  hands,  peaceably  nor  for- 
BUj.  Bat,  if  it  most  pass  from  Spain,  I  cannot 

with  tbe  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carcdina, 
(v.  Hawunnr,)  that  I  wotdd  rather  it  sbonld 
80  into  the  hands  of  England.  No,  sir,  if  it 
Xttpaa  from  Spain,  and  if  it  oan  go  without 
a  neonwee  of  the  blood  and  oonfodon  of  St. 
Ofiaaata,  I  had  nOor  Itdunild  paaa  into  the 


hands  of  He^oo,  who  Is  our  nrighbor,  and  not 
our  rival. 
The  Hooae  acyonmed. 


Fktoat,  April  14. 
JfiMm  to  Panama. 
The  Honse  having  again  reaomed  tihe  0(»irid- 
oration  of  the  report  ^  the  Ounmittee  of  For^ 
^n  Relatione,  ^>proving  the  Klsdon  to  Pana- 
ma with  the  amendments  w(^>oriog  a  qnalifl- 
oanon  to  the  gen«^  expreanon  <tf  4>proDatif»i 
thereof— 

Mr.  WxanHB  addressed  the  omnmittee  as  f(d> 

lows: 

Mr.  Ohurman :  I  am  not  ambitioos  of  ampli- 
fying this  disonasion.  On  Uie  contrary,  it  ia 
my  anxioas  wish  to  ecmfine  the  debate,  ao  ht 
aa  I  partake  in  it,  to  the  real  and  mitarial  qnea* 
tioDS  before  as. 

Our  Jttdgnunt  of  tidnga  la  Uab^  donbtleao, 
to  be  afiboted  by  onr  <qdnlona  <»  men.  It 
woold  be  affectation  In  me,  or  in  any  one,  to 
clum  an  exemption  from  this  poidUU^  of 
bias.  I  oan  say,  however,  that  it  has  been  my 
nnoere  pnipose  to  oonudv  and  diwmsa  the 
present  snqect  with  the  ani^e  view  of  finding 
out  what  div^  it  devolves  np<ai  me,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Honse  of  Representativea.  If  any 
thing  has  diverted  me  from  thataole  aim,  tt  haa 
been  against  my  intention. 

I  thmk,  nr,  that  there  are  two  qnestiona,  and 
two  oidy  for  onr  deoidon.  The  first  is,  wheth- 
er tiie  Honse  of  Bepresentattvea  will  aMDmethA 
reiqxMidbilUT  withhdding  the  ordinary 
propriation  for  earryiog  into  effect  an  Exeoit- 
tive  measure,  whidi  Uie  Exeontive  Department 
haa  oonatitntionally  instituted?  The  seocmd, 
whether,  if  it  will  not  withhold  the  approprisr.* 
tion,  it  will  yet  take  the  responsibiiity  oi  inter- 
posing with  its  own  oplmons,  direoti(M»,  or  in- 
stmctions,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  par- 
ticular Exeontive  measure  shall  be  oondneted  t 

I  aII^  oert^nly,  in  the  negative,  im  botii  these 
propositions;  I  am  neither  willing  to  refuse  the 
appropriation,  nor  am  I  willing  to  limit  or  re- 
strain the  discretion  of  the  i^ceontive  befor»> 
hand,  as  to  the  manner  in  whiidi  it  sbidl  per< 
form  its  own  i^in^riate  oonatitntiaial  dutiea. 
And,  sir,  those  <»  na  who  hold  theae  opinions 
have  the  advantage  of  bdiw  on  the  oomnKn 
highway  ttt  onr  national  pwttoe.  We  propose 
nothing  new ;  we  suggest  no  change ;  we  ad- 
here to  the  nniform  practice  of  the  Government, 
aa  I  onderstand  it,  from  its  origin.  It  is  for 
those,  on  the  other  hand,  who  are  in  &vor  of 
either  or  both  of  the  propositions,  to  show  na 
the  cogent  reasons  which  reoMnmend  their 
adoption.  The  dnty  is  on  them  to  satisfy  the 
Honse  and  the  country  t^et  tha«  is  something 
in  the  present  oooautm  which  calls  for  snch  an 
extraordinary  and  nnpreoedented  interference. 

The  Preridoit  and  Senate  have  instituted  % 

{inblic  misrion,  for  tiw  pupoee  of  treating  with 
oreign  States.    Tlie  oonatitntion  gives  to  Ae 
Present  the  power  oC  appoiuliais,  with  th* 
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oonsent  of  the  Senate,  Ambassadon,  and  oth- 
er pablio  Ministers.  Snoh  appointment  is, 
therefor^  a  dear  and  nnqnestionable  exer- 
dse  of  £iecntiTe  power.  It  la,  indeed,  len 
ocmneeted  vith  the  efipn^riate  dniaea  en  thii 
Hotue  than  almost  anj  other  ExecnttTe  act,  be- 
oaoae  tiie  tMet  at  a  pnblio  Ifioistnr  ii  not  crea- 
ted hj  any  atotote  or  lav  of  onr  own  Govem- 
ment  It  nlata  under  the  Uw  of  nations,  and 
ia  recognized  as  existins  hj  car  oonstitntaon. 
The  acts  of  Oongresa,  indeed,  limit  the  saUtries 
of  pablio  Ministers ;  but  they  do  no  more.  Ev- 
ery thing  else  in  regard  to  the  q>pointment  of 
pnblio  Ministers,  their  nnmbers,  the  time  of 
their  appointment,  and  the  negotiations  con- 
templated in  moh  appointments,  is  matter  for 
ExeoativB  disoretimi.  Eveiy  new  ippoiutnient 
to  Bopply  TUULoieB  in  exist^  ndmonfli  is  un- 
der the  aaiiM  anfiiorify.  l£ere  are,  indeed, 
what  we  oommonly  term  ataadlog  miHiona,  so 
known  in  the  prat^ioe  the  GoTemment,  bnt 
tbey  are  not  made  so  by  any  law.  All  mis- 
rions  rest  on  the  same  ground.  Now  the  qnea- 
tion  is  whether  the  Prendent  and  Senate,  nav- 
ing  created  this  mission,  w,  In  other  words, 
having  appointed  the  Ministers,  in  the  exercise 
of  their  nndonbted  constitutional  power,  this 
Honse  will  take  opon  itsdf  the  responsilnlity  of 
defeating  its  objects,  and  rendering  this  exer- 
cise of  ^ecntive  power  void  t 

By  voUng  the  salaries  in  the  ordinoiy  way, 
we  aarame^'U  it  seems  to  me,  no  remonnUlit? 
whaterv.  We  mwely  empower  another  branoh 
of  the  Government  to  diadiai^  its  own  apjpro' 
priate  dntiea,  in  that  mode  which  seems  to  it- 
atif  most  conducive  to  the  pnblio  interests.  We 
are,  by  so  voting,  no  more  responnble  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  negotiation  shall  be  coh- 
Qucted,  than  we  are  for  the  manner  in  which 
one  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  may  discharge 
the  daties  of  bis  office. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  withhold  the  ordi- 
nary means,  we  do  not  inenr  a  heavy  responn- 
Irility.  We  interfere,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  pre- 
vent the  action  of  the  Govraimiflint  sccorafng 
to  oonstitutiooal  forms  and  proridau.  It  ought 
oonstantiy  to  be  remembered  that  our  wlude 
power,  in  Uie  cosej  is  merely  incddental.  It  is 
only  because  pubho  Ministers  must  have  sala- 
ries, like  other  oflBoers,  and  because  no  salaries 
oan  be  pfdd,  but  by  our  vote,  that  the  snlfject  is 
refarrea  to  us  at  The  oMistitntion  vests  the 
power  of  appointment  in  the  Presidmt  and  Sen- 
ate ;  the  law  gives  to  the  President  even  the 
power  of  fixing  the  amount  of  salary,  within 
certain  limits ;  and  the  only  qnestion  here  is 
upon  the  appropriation.  There  is  no  doubt 
tuat  we  have  the  power,  if  we  see  fit  to  exer- 
(nse  it,  to  bres^  up  tiie  miasitm,  by  withholding 
the  salaries;  we  have  power  also  to  Iveak  up  the 
ooort,  by  wtthhtdding  the  salaries  of  the  Judges, 
orto  braak  up  the  tmot  of  Present,  widi- 
holffing  the  salary  provided  fiv  it  by  law.  All 
these  things,  itistme,  we  have  the  power  to  do, 
sinoaweholdthekeyad'theTreasury.  But,  then, 
oan  we  rightfally  exercise  this  power  t  The 


gentleman  fhjm  Fennsylvai^a,  Qlr.  Buohaiux,) 
with  whom  I  have  great  pleasure  in  ctmcnrritig 
Ml  this  port  the  ease,  while  I  regrM  that  I  diffiir 
with  him  aa  otiiers,  has  i^aoed  this  question  ia 
a  point  d  view  wfaloh  cannot  be  inqmved. 
These  offioers  do^  indeed,  already  enst  Tb^ 
an  pnblio  IDiustera.  If  they  were  to  negoti- 
ate a  treafy,  and  the  Senate  should  ratify  it,  it 
would  become  a  law  of  the  land,  whether  we 
voted  HieiT  salaries  or  not.  This  shows  that 
the  oonstitntion  never  contemplated  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  should  act  a  port  is 
originating  uegotiatitHis  or  concluding  treaties. 

I  know,  sir,  It  is  a  useless  labor  to  discuss  the 
kind  of  power  which  this  House  incidentally 
holds  in  these  cases.  Men  will  differ  in  that 
partioolar;  and,  as  the  fcmns  of  pnUio  bni- 
neaa  and  of  the  constitution  are  such  that  the 
power  may  be  exercised  by  this  House,  there 
will  always  be  some,  or  always  may  be  fxytat. 
who  feel  inclined  to  exercise  it.  For  myself,  I 
feel  bound  not  to  step  ont  of  my  own  sphere, 
and  neither  to  exerdse  nor  control  any  author 
ity,  of  whidi  the  constitution  has  intended  to 
lodge  the  free  and  unconstrained  exercise  is 
other  hands.  Oases  of  extreme  nocesnty,  in 
which  a  regard  for  public  safety  is  to  be  the  sa- 
jffeme  law,  or  rather  to  take  place  of  oil  law, 
must  be  sllowed  to  provide  for  themselves  when 
they  arise.  Beasoning  from  snch  possible  cases 
wiU  shed  no  light  on  the  general  po^  of  our 
coDstitntional  duly. 

Mr.  Chairman,  It  is  our  fortune  to  be  colled 
upon  to  act  our  part,  as  pnblio  men,  at  a  most 
interesting  era  in  human  affairs.  The  short 
period  of  your  life,  and  of  mine,  has  been  tititk 
and  crowded  with  the  most  important  events. 
Not  only  new  interests  and  new  relations  have 
sprung  up  among  States,  but  new  societies,  new 
nations,  and  femiliee  of  nations,  bave  risen  to 
tske  their  places,  and  perform  their  parts,  is 
the  order  and  the  interconrse  of  the  world. 
Every  man,  aspiring  to  the  character  of  a 
statesman,  must  endeavor  to  enlarge  his  views 
to  meet  tiiis  new  state  of  tbin^  He  must  aim 
at  adequate  comprehendon,  and,  instead  of 
being  satisfied  with  that  narrow  pcditioal  sa- 
gacity, which,  like  the  power  of  odnnte  vinMi, 
sees  small  things  scouratdy,  bnt  can  see  noth- 
ing else,  he  must  look  to  uie  far  horiaoo,  and 
embrao&  in  his  broad  snrvey,  wbatevw  the 
series  c£  reoent  events  has  bron^t  into  wax- 
nection,  near  or  remote,  with  the  oonntry 
whose  interest  he  studies  to  serve.  We  have 
seen  eight  States,  formed  out  of  colonies  on  oor 
own  continent,  assome  the  rank  of  natims. 

This  is  a  mighty  reVotation ;  and,  when  we 
consider  what  an  extent  of  the  snrfoce  of  the 
globe  they  cover ;  through  what  climates  they 
extend;  what  pq>nlati<Hi  they  contain,  and 
what  new  impuues  they  must  doive  from  this 
change  of  Government,  we  cannot  bnt  perceivs 
that  great  effects  are  likely  to  be  prodnoed  on 
the  intercourse  and  the  interests  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  Indeed,  it  has  been  forcibly  sud, 
by  ttie  intelUgent  and  dlstingnirited  atatemuB 
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nho  ooodaots  the  foreign  Tela^(mB  of  Eogland, 
Hat  when  we  now  speak  of  Europe  and  the 
vorid.  we  mean  Eorope  and  America;  and 
thti  toe  difierent  mteou  of  thim  two  portions 
of  the  gjobe^  and  th^  several  and  Tuioaa  in- 
terota,  must  be  titoroai^ilj'  studied  and  nioelj 
biUnoed  1^  the  atatemien  of  tiie  times. 

In  many  respects,  nr,  the  European  and  the 
AmerioaD  nations  are  alike.  Thej  are  alike 
Christian  States,  tnTitized  States,  and  commer- 
cial States.  They  have  access  to  the  same 
eMnnxm  fbnnt^ns  of  intelligence ;  the^  all 
draw  ftom  those  soorces  which  belong  to  the 
¥b<de  drilized  world.  In  knowledge  and  let- 
ters, in  the  arts  of  peace  and  war,  tbe^  differ 
in  degrees;  bat  ther  bear,  nevertheless,  a  g«a- 
ml  naemUaDoe.  On  the  other  hand,  in  mat- 
tnB<tf  govenUBait  and  social  institntiooa,  the 
Dtdoni  on  this  continent  are  fonoded  upon 
prioeiples  whidi  never  did  prevail,  in  om^oer- 
aUfl  ezten^  either  at  any  other  time^  or  in  an  j 
other  plaoe.  There  has  never  been  presented 
to  the  mind  oi  man  a  more  iideresting  snbiect 

oootcn^dation  than  the  establishment  of  so 
voDj  nadoDs  in  America,  partaking  in  the  eiv- 
2iz^on  and  in  the  arts  of  the  Old  Vorld,  but 
having  1^  behind  l^em  those  cnmbroos  insti- 
tQtioiu  wliich  had  their  oririn  in  a  dark  and 
niKtary  ue.  Whatsoever  European  eiperi- 
ouM  has  developed,  fiivorable  to  the  freedom 
ud  th«  happiness  of  man ;  whatsoever  £nro< 
peau  gsnins  baa  inyented  tor  his  improvemMit 
tt  pitifieation ;  whatsoever  of  refinement  or 
Vmi  the  enltore  of  European  sodeb'  presents 
HT  his  adoption  or  ei^Joymttit— ul  this  is 
eflmd  to  man  in  America,  with  the  additional 
■drantages  of  the  fUl  power  of  erecting  forms 
<if  Gorerament  on  free  and  dm^et  pnndples, 
tithout  oTertaming  insdtutaoos  suited  to  times 
jng  passed,  bat  too  stnmgljr  supported  either 
I?  lUerests  or  preipdices  to  be  shaken  with- 
oat  omniMons.  This  unprecedented  state  of 
thugs  prceents  the  b^pteet  of  all  occasions  for 
u  utempt  to  establish  nataonal  intercourse 
Jipon  improved  principles — upon  principles  tend- 
ipK  to  peace,  and  the  mntual  prosperity  of  na- 
twis.  Iq  Una  reject,  Amenoa,  the  whole  of 
^^ea,  has  a  new  career  beftffe  her.  If  we 
»^  Udc  oa  the  historr  of  Enn^  we  see 
great  a  portion  of  the  last  two  ooitnriee 
htt  States  have  been  at  war  for  intereeta  oon- 
BKled  mmnljr  with  her  feudal  monarchies; 
varafw  i«rticDlar  dynasties ;  wars  to  support 
I''  defeat  particular  successions ;  wars  to  en- 
Ivge  or  curtul  the  dominions  of  particidaj- 
wars  to  support  or  disserve  family 
j^ces;  wars,  in  fine^to  support  or  to  resist 
Migi'mi  intoleraoce.  what  long  and  bloody 
n^tm  do  these  not  fill,  in  the  history  of  £a- 
^1|ttn  poliUca  I  Who  does  not  see,  and  who 
*K9  not  n^iw  to  8e&  thi^  America  has  a  ^o- 
chance  of  eso^^g  at  least  these  oauaes 
^fMBtentionl  Who  &ta  not  sse^  and  who 
4j»  not  r^oioe  to  see,  that  on  this  oontment, 
other  forms  of  OovemmentL  we  ban 
Mfon  OS  the  noble  hirne  oi  bans  ude.  by  the 


mere  inSaenoe  of  civil  liberty  and  religious 
toleration,  to  dry  up  these  outpouring  fountains 
of  blood,  and  to  extinguish  these  consuming 
Area  of  wart  The  general  opinion  of  the  age 
fiiTWS  such  hopes  toA  such  prospeota.  There 
is  a  growing  dis|>omUm  to  treat  the  interooorse 
of  nations  more  like  the  useftil  intercourse  oi 
friends — philosophy,  just  views  of  national  ad- 
vantage, good  sense,  and  the  dictates  of  com- 
mon reli^on,  and  an  increasing  conviction  that 
war  is  not  the  interest  of  liie  human  race — all 
concur  to  increase  the  interest  created  by  this 
new  aooesmon  to  the  list  of  nations. 

We  have  heard  it  sud,  sir,  that  the  topic  of 
South  American  independence  is  worn  out,  and 
threadbare.  Such  it  may  be,  sir,  to  those  who 
have  contemplated  it  merely  as  an  article  of 
newL  like  the  flnotnatiffli  <^  tbe  markets,  or 
the  Tise  and  ftU  <tf  stoeka,  Sudk  it  mi^  be^  to 
those  minds  who  can  see  no  oansequenoea  fol- 
lowing from  tibese  great  events.  But,  whoever 
has  either  nnderstood  their  present  importance 
or  can  at  all  estimate  their  future  influence- 
whoever  has  reflected  an,  the  new  relations 
they  introduce  with  other  States — ^whoever, 
among  ourselves  especiaUy,  has  meditated  on 
the  new  relations  which  we  now  bear  to  them, 
and  the  striking  attitude  in  which  we  ourselves 
are  now  placed,  as  tiie  oldest  of  the  American 
nations,  will  feel  that  the  topic  can  never  be 
without  interest ;  and  will  be  sensible  that, 
whether  we  are  wise  ounigh  to  perceive  it  or 
not,  the  establishment  <rf  Sooth  American  In- 
dependence will  affbct  all  nations,  and  our* 
selves,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other,  throng 
all  commg  time. 

But,  eir,  althoo^  the  independence  of  these 
new  States  seems  effectually  accomplished,  yet 
a  lingering  and  hopeless  war  is  kept  np  against 
them  by  Spam.  This  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
by  all  nations.  To  Spain  it  isj  as  every  reason- 
able man  sees,  useless,  and  without  hope.  To 
the  new  States  themselves,  it  is  burdensome 
and  afflictive.  To  the  commerce  of  neutral 
nations,  it  is  annoying  and  vexatious.  There 
seems  to  be  something  of  the  pertinacity  of  the 
SpaiUsh  character  In  holing  aa  in  such  a  des- 
perate course.  It  reminds  ns  at  the  seventy 
years  dnriAg  whii^  Spain  resisted  the  inde- 
pendenoe  oT  Holland.  I  think,  however,  that 
there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  ipa  war 
approaches  to  its  end.  I  believe  that  the  meosi- 
ares  adopted  by  our  own  Government  have  had 
an  effect  in  tending  to  produce  that  result.  I  un- 
derstand, at  least,  that  the  question  of  recog- 
nition has  been  takea  into  consideration  by  the 
Spanish  Government;  tuid  it  may  be  hoped 
that  a  war,  which  Spain  finds  to  be  so  expen- 
nve,  wbldi  the  whole  world  tells  her  is  s* 
hopeless,  and  which,  if  continued,  now  threat- 
ens her  with  iww  dangers,  she  may,  ere  long, 
have  the  pnidence  to  termtnate. 

Our  own  course,  daring  this  contest  between 
Spidn  and  her  coloi^es,  is  well  known.  Thou^ 
entirely  and  strictly  neutral,  we  were  in  favor 
a£  early  recqgnilion.  Oar  (^Dials'  were  wall 
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known  to  the  Allied  Sovereigns  when  in  Con- 
gress at  Aix-kpOhi^e,  in  1818,  at  which 
woe  the  affidn  of  Bj^n  and  her  ocdonifiB  were 
under  ocHiddwatiwi ;  and,  probably,  the  knowl- 
ttdn  of  those  SMitinients,  together  with  the 
p(mo7  adopted  England,  prevented  any  in- 
terfwmoe  oj  other  powers  at  that  time.  Yet 
we  hare  tre«ted  Spam  with  sompulons  delica- 
cnr.  We  acted  on  the  case  as  one  of  dvU  war. 
We  treated  with  the  new  Goremments  as  Gov- 
ernments ds  facto,  Not  questioning  the  right 
of  Spain  to  coerce  them  back  to  their  old  obe- 
dience, if  she  had  the  power,  we  yet  held  it  to 
te  our  right  to  deal  with  them  as  with  existing 
Oovenunoits  in  fact,  when  the  moment  arrived 
at  which  it  became  apparent  and  manifest  that 
the  dominion  of  ^un  over  Uiese  hv  anelent 
fldadea,  waa  at  on  md.  Onr  ri^iL  onr  inter- 
est, and  onr  dn^,  all  oonoaired  at  that  moment 
to  recommend  reooptition — and  we  did  re- 


1^  it  is  asked,  we  send  Ujnisters  to  a  Oon- 
gress,  composed  altogether  of  beHigerents,  is  it 
not  a  breach  of  neutrality?  Gertiunly  not: 
no  man  can  say  it  is.  Sappose,  sir,  that  these 
IGnisters  from  the  new  States,  mstead  of  Pan- 
ama, were  to  assemble  at  B(^ta,  where  we 
already  have  a  Hinister;  thdr  coondls,  at  that 
place,  might  be  belligerent,  while  the  war 
should  la^  with  Spain.  But  dioold  we,  on 
that  aooonnt,  recall  onr  Uiniater  fi-om  Bogota? 
The  whtde  argnmmt  rests  on  this;  that  be- 
oanse,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  the  agents 
of  the  South  American  Govenunenta  may  ne- 
gotiate about  their  own  relations  with  each 
other,  in  r^rd  to  their  common  war  against 
Spain,  ther^re  we  cannot,  at  the  same  time 
and  place,  n^tiate  with  them,  or  any  of 
them,  upon  our  own  neutral  and  commercial 
relations.  This  pn^kontion,  cannot  be 
muntained ;  and,  thereliwe,  all  the  infiBrenoea 
from  it  faiL 

But,  sir,  I  see  no  proof  that,  as  between 
themselvet,  the  Representatives  of  the  South 
American  States  are  to  possess  other  than 
diplomatic  powers.  I  refer  to  the  treaties, 
whioh  are  essmtiaUy  alil»,  and  which  have 
been  often  read. 

IKlth  two  exceptions,  wUoh  I  VUl  notice, 
the  artifdes  of  these  treaties,  describing  the 
powers  of  the  Congress,  are  substantially  like 
those  in  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1814,  providing 
for  the  Oonsress  Kill  Vienna.  It  was  there  stipu- 
lated that  aJJ  the  powers  should  send  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  Vienna,  to  regulate,  in  general  Con- 
gress, the  arrangements  to  complete  the  provi- 
sions of  the  prraent  treaty.  Now,  it  might 
have  l)een  here  asked,  how  regulate  f  How  reg- 
ulate in  general  Congress  I — regulate  by  votes? 
ffir,  nobwly  asked  such  questions ;  simply  be- 
oanae  it  waa  to  be  a  Congress  of  nenupoten- 
tiaiiea.  The  two  exceptions  whidi  I  have 
mentioned,  are,  that  ttus  Congress  is  to  act  as 
a  Oonnoil,  and  to  interpret  treaties;  but  there 
it  nothing,  in  either  of  these,  to  be  done,  which 
iiHij'  not  be  dfOM  di^domaUcaUy.    What  is 


more  common  than  dipl(miatio  intercourse  to 
expl^  and  to  interpret  treaties!  Or  what 
more  frequent  than  that  nations,  ha^ng  a  cran- 
men  olfject,  interchange  mutual  counsels  and 
advice,  through  the  medium  of  th^  respective 
Ministers?  To  bring  this  matter,  dr,  to  the 
test  let  me  ask,  when  these  Ministera  assemble 
at  Panama,  can  they  do  any  thing  but  accord- 
ing to  their  instmotiiMis?  Have  they  any  or- 
ganization, any  power  of  action,  or  any  nue  of 
action,  common  to  them  all?  No  more,  sir, 
than  the  respective  IGnisters  at  the  Congreai 
of  Vienna.  Eveey  thing  is  settled  by  the  a» 
of  the  word  Plenipotentiary.  That  proves  tb« 
meeting  to  be  diplomatic,  and  notning  else. 
"Who  ever  heard  of  a  Plempotontiary  member  ol 
the  LegMature  ? — a  Pienipotentiaiy  bnrgees  <rf 
a  oi^  I — or  a  I^enipotentiary  kn^t  <tf  the  abire  I 

We  mi^  dismisa  all  fears,  ar,  ariaing  from 
the  nature  of  this  meeting.  Onr  agoits  wiD  go 
there,  if  they  go  at  oU,  in  the  character  of 
Ministers,  protected  by  the  public  law,  n^o- 
tiating  only  for  ourselves,  and  not  called  on  to 
violate  any  neutral  duty  of  their  own  Gorent- 
meut.  If  it  be  so,  that  this  meeting  has  otber 
powers,  in  consequence  of  other  arrangements 
between  other  States — of  which  I  see  no 
proof — still  we  are  not  party  to  these  arraoge- 
ments,  nor  can  be,  in  any  way,  affected  by 
them.  As  far  as  this  Government  is  con- 
cerned, nothing  can  be  done,  but  by  negotia- 
tion, aa  in  otber  caseL 

I  mnst  now  ask  the  Indolgenoe  ot  the  com- 
mittee to  an  important  point  in  the  disensnoa 
~I  mean  the  dedaration  of  the  PrerideDt  in 
1838.  Not  only  as  a  member  of  the  Qonse, 
but  aa  a  oitizoi  of  the  country,  I  have  an  anx- 
ious desire  that  this  part  of  onr  public  history 
should  stand  in  its  proper  light.  Sir,  in  my 
judgment  the  oountiV  has  a  very  high  honor, 
connected  with  that  occurrence,  which  we  may 
mmntain,  or  which  we  may  sacrifice.  I  lof^ 
upon  it  as  a  part  of  its  treasures  of  r^mtation; 
and,  for  one,  I  intend  to  guard  it. 

Sir,  let  US  reenr  to  the  important  poUtical 
events  which  led  to  that  deelantion,  or  accoa- 
panied  it  In  the  AU  of  1699,  the  allied  sov- 
ereigns held  flieir  Ctmgress  at  Voona.  The 
great  enl^eot  of  condderation  was  the  condi- 
tion of  Spain,  that  country  then  being  under 
the  govenmient  of  the  Cortes.  The  question 
waa,  whetiier  Ferdinand  should  be  reinstated 
in  all  his  authority,  by  the  intervention  of  for- 
ei^  force.  Russia,  Prussia,  France,  and  Aas- 
tria,  were  inclined  to  that  measure ;  England 
dtssented  and  protested;  hot  the  course  was 
agreed  on,  and  France,  with  the  consent  of 
these  other  continental  powers,  took  the  con- 
duct of  the  operation  into  her  own  hands.  In 
the  ^ring  of  1828,  a  F^oh  army  was  sent 
into  Spi^  Ita  snooess  was  ocnnplete.  The 
poimlar  Government  was  overthrown,  and  Fer- 
dinand re-estaUished  in  all  his  power.  This  in- 
vasion, sir,  was  determined  on,  and  undertakeik 
precisely  on  the  doctrines  which  the  allied 
nion<|if)h«  had  prodaimed  tba  year  before  it 
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Itfbflch  ;  and  that  is,  that  they  had  a  right  to 
interfere  in  the  concerns  of  another  State,  and 
reform  its  GoTermnent,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
efects  of  its  bad  example :  this  bad  example, 
be  it  remembered,  always  being  the  example  of 
free  Govemment.  Now,  sir,  acting  on  this  prin- 
ciple of  snpposed  dangerous  example,  and  nav- 
ing  pnt  down  the  example  of  the  Oortea  in 
Spain,  it  was  natural  to  inqaire  with  what  ejes 
tbej  vonld  look  on  the  colonies  of  Spain,  that 
▼ere  folIowlDs  still  worse  examples.  Would 
Kog  FsTdinaiM  and  his  allies  be  ocnteDt  with 
vbtt  had  been  done  in  Spain  its^  or  would 
he  sc^t  dieir  aid,  and  iraa  it  Ifkelr  they 
Tonld  grant  it,  to  suMue  his  rebellions  Ameri- 
can provinoeai 

Sir,  it  was  in  this  poetare  of  aSUrs,  on  an 
occasion  which  has  already  been  alluded  to, 
that  I  Tentored  to  say,  early  in  the  sesnoD  of 
December,  1823,  that  these  allied  monarchs 
migfat  probably  l^m  their  attention  to  Ameri- 
a:  that  America  came  within  their  avowed 
doctrine,  and  that  her  example  might  very  pos- 
sibly sttract  their  notice.  The  doctrines  of 
bach  were  not  limited  to  any  continent ; 
Spain  had  colonies  in  America,  and,  baring  re- 
formed Spain  herseU^  to  the  true  standard,  it 
Ttt  not  mipoesible  that  they  might  see  fit  to 
eompleta  the  work,  by  reconcilmg,  in  their 
war,  the  colonies  to  the  mother  oonntry. 
Koir,  sir,  it  did  so  happen,  that,  aa  soon  as  the 
Spanish  king  was  completely  re-established,  he 
wd  invite  uie  oo-operation  of  his  allies  in  re- 
prd  to  South  America.  In  the  same  month  of 
December,  1823,  a  formal  invitation  was  ad- 
dressed, by  Spain,  to  the  courts  of  St  Peters- 
biirg,  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  Paris,  proposing  to 
•stilish  a  conference  at  Paris,  in  order  that 
ttie  Plenipotentiaries,  tiiere  assembled,  might 
lid  m  tdjoetiag  the  aflUra  of  her  revolt- 
ed provinoeflL  These  affiiirs  were  proposed  to 
be  adjusted  in  snch  manner  aa  should  retain 
tiK  soverdgnty  of  Spun  over  them ;  and, 
tbongh  the  co-operation  of  the  allies,  by  foroe 
of  anna,  was  not  directly  solicited,  snob  was 
endently  the  object  aimed  at 

The  King  of  Spain,  in  making  this  request  to 
the  members  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  argued  as 
it  hsA  been  seen  he  might  at^e.  He  quoted 
tlteir  own  doctrines  of  Laybach,  and  he  pointed 
OKt  the  permcious  example  of  America ;  and 
Ik  reminded  them  that  their  snocees  in  Spain 
it*el^  had  pared  the  way  for  successful  opera- 
tioQi  against  the  spirit  of  liberty  ou  this  side 
the  Atlantic. 

The  proposed  meeting,  however,  did  not  take 
England  had  already  taken  a  decided 
none :  for,  as  early  as  October,  Ifr.  Canning, 
in  a  conference  with  the  French  Minister  in 
liJodon,  informed  him,  distinctly  and  express- 
I?.  that  England  would  consider*  any  foreign 
interference,  by  force  or  menace,  in  the  dis- 
pute between  Spain  and  the  colonies,  as  a  mo- 
tive for  recognizing  the  latter  without  delay. 

It  is  protuble  this  determination  of  the 
taffuL  QoTsniment  was  known  h«e  at  the 


commencement  of  the  session  of  Oongrees; 
and  it  was  under  these  circumstances,  it  was 
in  this  crisis,  that  Mr.  Monroe^s  declaration 
was  made.  It  was  not  then  asce.rtained  wheth- 
er a  meeting  of  the  allies  would,  or  wonid  not, 
take  place,  to  concert  with  Spain  the  means  of 
re-establishing  her  power;  but  it  was  pl^a 
enough  they  would  be  pressed  by  Spain  to  aid 
her  operations ;  and  it  was  plMn  enough,  also, 
that  they  had  no  partidnar  liking  to  what  was 
taking  place  on  thu  side  the  Atiantio,  nor  any 
great  dunolinatjon  to  interfere.  This  was  the 
posture  of  affhirs ;  and,  sir.  I  concur  entirely 
m  the  sentiment  expressed  in  the  resolution  m 
a  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania,  fMr.  Mabx- 
UT,)  that  this  declaration  of  Mr,  Monroe  was 
wise,  seasonable,  and  patriotic. 

It  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
to  have  been  a  loose  and  vague  declaration.  It 
was,  I  believe,  sufficientiy  studied.  I  have 
understood,  fix)m  good  authority,  that  it  was 
considered,  weighed,  and  distinctly  and  decid- 
ediy  approved,  by  every  one  of  the  President's 
advisers,  at  that  time.  Our  Government  oould 
not  adopt,  on  that  occasion,  precisely  the 
course  whicb  England  had  taken.  En^and 
thrratened  the  immediate  recognition  of  the 

Cvlnoes,  if  the  allies  shotdd  take  part  with 
in  against  them.  We  had  already  recog- 
nized them.  It  remained,  therefore,  only  for 
our  Qovemment  to  say,  how  we  should  con- 
sider a  eombination  of  the  allied  powers  to 
affect  objects  in  America,  as  affecting  our- 
selves ;  and  the  Message  was  intended  to  say, 
what  it  does  say,  that  we  shotdd  regard  such 
combination  as  dangerous  to  us.  Sir,  I  agree 
with  those  who  maintain  the  proposition,  and 
I  contend  against  those  who  deny  it,  that  the 
Message  did  mean  something ;  that  it  meant 
much ;  and  I  maintain,  against  both,  that  Uie 
declaration  effected  much  good,  answered  the 
end  designed  by  it,  did  great  honor  to  the 
foresight  and  the  spirit  of  the  Oovemment, 
and  that  it  cannot  now  be  taken  back,  retract- 
ed, or  annulled,  without  disgrace.  It  met,  sir, 
with  the  entire  concurrence,  and  the  hearty 
approbation  of  the  country.  The  tone  which 
it  uttered  found  a  corresponding  response  in 
the  breasts  of  the  free  people  of  the  United 
States.  That  people  saw,  and  they  rejoiced  to 
see,  that,  on  a  fit  occasion,  our  weight  had  been 
thrown  into  the  right  scale,  and  tiiat,  without 
departing  from  our  duty,  we  had  done  some- 
thing useftil,  and  something  effeotuid,  for  the 
cause  of  civil  liberty.  One  general  glow  of 
exultation— one  universal  fading  of  the  grati- 
fied love  of  liberty — one  conscious  ond  proud 
perception  of  the  consideration  which  the 
coun^  possessed  of  the  rmpeot  and  honor 
which  belonged  to  it — pervaded  all  bosoms. 
Possibly  the  public  enthusiasm  went  too  far : 
it  oertunly  did  go  far. 

But  sentiment  which  this  declaration 

inspired  was  not  confined  to  ourralvee.  Its 
fbrce  was  felt  eveirwhere,  by  all  those  who 
could  understand  its  otfjeet  and  fivesee  its 
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effect  In  that  veiy  House  of  Commona,  of 
which  the  sentteman  from  Soath  Oandina  has 
Bpolien  with  such  commendation,  how  was  it 
there  received  t  Not  only,  sir,  with  approba- 
tion, but,  I  may  say,  with  no  little  entbaRaam. 
While  the  leading  Minister  expressed  his  entire 
ooncnrrence  in  uiq  sentiments  and  opinions  of 
tbe  American  Preudent,  hia  distinguished  com- 
petitor in  that  popular  body,  lesB  restriuned  by 
official  deocmnn.  more  at  liberfy  to  give  utter- 
ance to  tbe  feelingB  of  the  ooouioti,  dedared, 
that  no  event  had  ever  created  greater  joy, 
nltation,  and  gratitude,  among  all  the  ireanfln 
in  Enrope ;  that  he  felt  pride  In  bdng  connect- 
ed, by  blood  and  language,  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States ;  that  uie  policy  disclosed  by 
the  Message  became  a  great,  a  free,  and  an  in- 
dependent nation ;  and  that  he  hoped  his  own 
country  would  be  prevented  by  no  mean  pride, 
or  paltry  jealousy,  from  following  so  noble  and 
glorious  an  example. 

It  is,  doabtleaa,  tme,  as  I  took  occasion  to 
obaerve  the  other  de^,  that  thia  declaration 
must  be  considered  aa  founded  on  our  righta, 
and  to  Bpring  mainly  from  a  nmrd  to  uieir 
preservation.  It  did  not  oomimt  tu,  at  all 
events,  to  take  op  arms,  on  any  indication  of 
hostile  feeling  by  the  powers  of  Europe  towards 
South  America.  I^  for  example,  all  the  States 
of  Europe  had  refused  to  trade  with  Soath 
America,  until  her  States  should  return  to  their 
former  allegiance,  that  woold  have  fbmisbed 
no  cause  m  interference  to  na.  Or,  if  an 
armament  had  been  furnished  by  the  allies  to 
act  against  provinces  the  most  remote  from  us, 
as  Chili  or  Buenos  Ayres,  the  distance  of  the 
acene  of  action  diminishing  our  i^pr^enmon 
of  dangn',  and  diminishing,  aba,  onr  means  of 
effectual  Interposition,  might  still  have  liA  ns 
to  content  oorselves  with  remimstranoe.  Bat 
a  very  different  case  would  have  arisen,  If  an 
army,  equipped  and  maintidned  by  these  ]>ow- 
era,  bad  be«i  landed  on  the  shores  at  tiw  Onlf 
of  Mexico,  and  commenced  the  war  in  onr  own 
immediate  neighborhood.  Such  an  event  might 
Jostly  be  reguded  as  dangerous  to  ourselves, 
and,  on  that  ground,  to  have  called  for  decided 
and  immediate  interferenoe  by  ns.  The  senti- 
ments and  the  policy  announced  by  the  declara- 
tion, thus  understood,  were,  therefore,  in  strict 
oonformitr  to  onr  duties  and  onr  interrat 

Sir,  I  look  on  the  Message  of  December, 
182ft,  as  fonnlng  a  bri^t  page  in  onr  history. 
I  win  neither  help  to  erase  it,  nor  tear  it  out ; 
nor  shall  it  be,  by  any  act  of  mine,  blurred  or 
blotted.  It  did  honor  to  the  sagaci^  of  the 
Government,  and  will  not  diminish  that  honor. 
It  elevated  the  hopes,  and  gratified  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  people.  Over  theee  hopes  I  wUl 
not  brin^  a  mildew ;  nor  wOl  I  put  that  grati- 
fied patriotism  to  ^ame. 

But  how  should  it  happen,  sir,  that  there 
Ihonld  now  be  such  a  new-bom  fear,  on  the 
anbject  of  this  declaration  f  The  crius  is  over ; 
tiie  danger  is  past.  At  the  time  it  was  made, 
there  was  real  gnnud  ta  apprduuriou:  now, 
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tbere  is  ntme.  It  was  tiien  posnble,  perhua 
not  improbable,  that  the  alUed  powers  mi^ 
interfere  with  America.  Tbere  is  now  no 
ground  for  any  such  fear.  Most  of  the  gentle- 
men who  have  now  spoken  on  tlua  subjert, 
were  at  that  time  here.  They  all  heard  the 
declaration.  Not  one  of  tbem  omnpIaiDed. 
And  yet,  now,  when  all  danger  is  over,  ve 
are  vdiemently  warned  against  the  sentiments 
of  the  declaration. 

I  now  proceed,  Ifr.  Chairman,  to  a  'few  » 
marks  on  the  subject  of  Oab»--^e  most  im- 
portant part  of  our  forei^  relati<Hia.  It  is  tbi 
bii^  on  which  interestmg  events  msy  poss- 
bly  turn.  I  pray  gentiemen  to  review  their 
opinions  on  this  snqect,  before  they  folly  com- 
mit thranselves.  I  understood  tbe  honorable 
member  from  South  Carolina  to  say,  that,  if 
Spain  chose  to  transfer  this  island  to  any  powa 
in  Europe,  she  had  a  right  to  do  so,  and  n 
could  not  interfere  to  prevent  it.  Sir,  this  is  a 
delicate  aubject.  I  hardly  feel  o(nnpetent  to 
treat  it  aa  it  deserves;  and  I  am  not  quite  will- 
ing to  state  here  all  that  I  think  abontiL  I 
most,  however,  dissmt  from  the  otanioa  of  tht 
gentieman  from  South  Cardina.  The  ri^rf 
nations,  on  subjects  of  this  kind,  are  necesnrilj 
very  much  modified  by  drcamstanoea.  Be- 
cause England  or  France  ooold  not  li^tfoll; 
complain  of  the  transfer  of  Florida  to  us,  it 
no  means  follows,  as  the  gentieman  Eupposes, 
that  we  could  not  ooinplun  of  the  oeeaion  d 
Cuba  to  one  of  tbem.  The  plain  diffneDce  is, 
tiiat  the  transfer  of  Florida  to  ns  was  not  dan- 
gerous to  the  aafety  of  eitiier  of  those  naticHu, 
nor  fatal  to  any  of  their  great  and  essential  in- 
tereats.  Proximity  of  poution,  neif^borboo^ 
whatever  augments  the  power  (MF  injuring  ana 
annoying,  veiy  properiy  belong  to  ue  cnuid- 
eration  of  aU  eases  of  this  kind.  Tbe  greater 
or  less  ftdlity  of  access  itsdf  is  of  orawdera* 
tion  in  such  qnestioDS,  because  it  hnap,  or 
may  bring,  weighty  OMueqnenoes  with  it,  U 
justifies,  for  these  reasona,  and  on  these  grounds, 
what  otherwise  might  never  be  thonsht  ot 
By  negotiation  with  a  foreira  power,  Mi.  Jef- 
ferson obtained  a  province.  Withont  any  alter- 
ation of  our  constitution,  we  have  made  it  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  its  Senators  and  Kep- 
resentatives,  now  coming  from  several  States, 
are  here  among  ua.  Now,  sir,  it,  instead  d 
being  Lonleiana,  tins  had  been  one  of  tiieproT- 
incea  of  ^lain  proper,  or  one  of  her  Soath 
American  coloiUes,  jbe  most  have  been  a  mad- 
man that  should  have  proposed  such  an  ncqm- 
aition.  A  high  conviction  of  its  coDrenieore. 
arising  from  proximitiy,  and  from  close  natural 
connection,  done  reconciled  the  country  to  tbe 
measure.  Considerations  of  the  same  sort 
have  weight  in  other  cases. 

An  honor&ble  member  trom  Kentucky  QSr. 
Wioeliffb)  argues,  that,  although  we  mi^rbt 
rightfully  prevent  another  power  from  takioK 
Cuba  from  Sp^  by  force,  yet,  if  Spain  shooli 
choose  to  make  the  voluntuy  tranafer,  we 
should  have  no  right  whatever  to  interfere. 
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Sir,  this  IB  a  distinction  withont  a  difference. 
If  we  are  likelj  to  have  contention  about 
Coba,  let  ns  first  veil  oonaider  what  oar  rights 
ire,  and  not  commit  oanelves.  And,  sir,  if  we 
hare  anr  right  to  interfere  at  all,  it  apfuies  as 
wdl  to  die  oaae  of  a  peaaeaUe,  as  to  that  of  a 
ftteiUe  transfer,  nations  be  at  war,  ve  are 
not  judges  of  the  qneetion  of  right,  in  that 
m;  we  most  ac^owledge,  in  both  parties, 
the  mntnal  right  of  atta^  and  the  matnal 
right  of  oon<}aest.  It  is  not  for  as  to  set 
booDds  to  their  belligerent  operatioas,  so  long 
as  th«j  do  not  ^eot  ourselves.  Onr  right  to 
interfere,  sir,  in  uaj  saoh  case,  is  bat  the  exer- 
rise  of  the  right  of  reasonable  and  necessary 
9^-d^enoe.  It  is  a  high  and  delicate  exercise 
of  that  right;  one  not  to  be  made  bnt  on 
gnnmds  o(  strong  and  manifest  reason,  Jnstice, 
and  neoeacdty.  The  real  qneeUon  is,  whether 
the  pofisesrira  of  Onba,  bj  a  great  maritime 
power  of  Europe,  would  serioodj  Midangor 
oar  awn  immeoiata  seeority,  or  omr  essential 
iBtereatsL  I  pnt  the  qnestion,  sir,  in  the  Ian- 
page  of  some  of  the  best  considered  State 
pafiers  of  modem  times.  The  general  role  of 
aational  law  is,  nnqnesttonablv,  agidnst  inter- 
ference in  the  transactions  of  other  States. 
There  are,  however,  acknowledged  exceptions, 
nnwing  oat  of  circamstances,  and  founded  in 
uose  circamstanoes.  These  exceptions,  it  has 
1>een  properly  smd,  cannot,  withoat  danger^  be 
redoMd  to  previoas  nde,  and  incorporated  into 
the  ordinary  diplomacy  of  nations.  Neverihe- 
lesa,  they  do  exist,  and  mart  be  Judged  of  when 
the7  arise,  with  a  jast  regard  to  oar  own  essen- 
tial interests,  bnt  m  a  ^irit  of  strict  justice  and 
ddicacir  also  towards  fiireign  States. 

The  groond  of  these  exceptions  i^  as  I  have 
ilreadj  stated,  self-preservation.  It  is  not  a 
ili^t  i^jniy  to  oar  interest ;  it  is  not  even  a 
ireat  inconvenienoe,  tiiat  makes  oat  a  case. 
There  most  be  danger  to  our  secority,  or  dan- 
ger, DiBDifest  and  inominent  danger,  to  onr  es- 
aeatial  rights,  and  essential  interests.  Now, 
w,  let  us  look  at  Cuba.  I  need  hardly  refer 
to  iti  present  amount  of  commercial  conneo- 
tioD  with  the  United  States.  Oar  statistical 
tihies^  I  jmsome,  would  show  ns  tiiat  oar  com- 
Bene  with  the  Harana  alone  is  more  in 
■mount  ttiaa  our  whole  omnmerelal  interooorse 
with  France  and  all  her  dependencies.  But 
^  is  bat  one  part  of  the  case — not  tiie  most 
importaat  Caba,  as  is  well  said  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Forekn  AffUrs,  is  placed 
in  ihe  oioatii  of  the  Mississippi.  Its  oconpa- 
|>o&  bv  a  strong  maritime  power  would  be  felt, 
^  h  the  first  moment  of  hostility,  as  far  op  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Hissouri,  as  our  popauttion 
ntsnda.  It  is  the  commanding  point  of  the 
(^qIT  of  Mexico.  See,  too,  how  it  lies  in  the 
foj  line  of  oor  coastwise  traffic ;  inteiposed 
^  the  very  hiriiway  between  New  York  and 
Few  Orieus.  How,  sir,  who  has  estimated,  or 
vbo  can  estimate,  the  effect  of  a  change  which 
■umld  {3see  this  island  in  other  hands,  sabjeot 
» te  naw  ndst  of  oommerdal  Interooors^  or 
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connect  it  with  objects  of  a  different  and  still 
more  dangeroas  nature  I  Sir,  I  repeat  that  I 
feel  no  disposition  to  pursue  this  topic,  on  the 

firesent  occasion.  My  purpose  is  otuy  to  show 
ts  importance,  and  to  b^  geatlemen  not  to 
prejudice  any  ri^ts  oi  the  couatry,  by  assent- 
ing to  propositions  which,  perhaps,  may  be 
necessary  to  be  reviewed. 

And  here  I  differ  again  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentooky.  He  tibinks  that,  in  this,  as  in 
other  cases,  we  should  wtut  till  the  event 
comes,  withoat  any  previous  declarations  of 
our  sentimeots  upon  subjects  important  to  oor 
own  rights  or  interests.  Sir,  such  declarations 
are  often  the  appropriate  means  of  preventing 
that  which,  if  unprevented,  it  might  be  diffi- 
onlt  to  redress.  A  great  object  in  holding 
diplomatic  interooarse,  is  frankly  to  expose  the 
views  and  olfjects  of  nations^  and  to  prevent, 
by  candid  explanatimi,  collision  and  war.  In 
this  oase^  the  Goveimnent  has  said  thtt,  we 
ooold  not  assent  to  the  tnuufer  oi  Onba  to  an- 
other Earopean  State.  Can  we  so  assent!  Do 
gentiemoi  think  we  can?  If  not,  then  it  was 
entirely  proper  that  this  intimation  shoold  be 
frankly  and  seasonably  made.  Candor  required 
it;  and  it  would  have  been  unpardonable,  it 
would  have  been  injustice,  as  well  as  folly,  to 
have  been  silent,  while  we  might  suppose  the 
transaction  to  be  ooDtemplated,  ana  then  to 
complain  of  it  afterwards.  If  we  shduld  have 
a  subseqaent  right  to  oompMn,  we  have  a  pre- 
vioas right,  eqnally  clear,  of  protesting ;  and  if 
the  evil  be  one  which,  when  it  comes,  would 
allow  ns  to  apply  a  remedy,  it  not  only  allows 
as,  but  it  makes  it  onr  duty,  also,  to  i^ply  pre- 
vention. 

But,  sir,  while  smne  gentiemen  have  mtun- 
tsined  that,  on  the  sabjuit  of  a  transfer  to  aay 
of  the  European  powers,  the  Preirident  has  said 
too  much ;  others  insist  that,  on  that  of  the 
islands  being  occupied  by  Mexico  or  Colombia, 
he  has  said  and  done  too  littie.  I  presume,  sir, 
for  my  own  part,  that  the  strongest  language 
has  been  directed  to  the  source  of  the  great^ 
danger.  Heretofore,  that  danger  was,  donbt- 
lesa,  greatest,  which  was  apprehended  from  % 
voluntary  transfer.  The  other  has  been  met  as 
it  arose;  and,  thus  far,  adequately  and  snffi- 
oiently  met.  And  here,  rir,  I  cannot  but  say, 
that  Z  never  knew  a  more  extraordinary  argu- 
ment than  we  have  heard  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Execntive  on  this  ^art  of  the  case.  The 
President  is  charged  with  inconsistency,  and, 
in  order  to  make  this  out,  public  despatohes 
are  read,  which,  it  is  said,  militate  with  one 
another. 

Sir,  what  are  the  facts  1  The  Government 
saw  fit  to  invite  the  Emperor  of  Bussia  to  ase 
his  endeavors  to  bring  Spain  to  treat  of  peace 
with  her  revolted  coluoiea.  Russia  was  ad- 
dressed on  this  occasion  as  the  fHend  of  Sp^ ; 
and,  of  course,  every  argument  which  was 
thought  might  have  inflnenoe,  or  ought  to  have 
infloenoe,  either  on  Bnasia  or  Spain,  was  sug- 
gested in  the  oorreapondenoe.    Among  other 
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things,  the  probable  loss  to  Spain  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico,  was  nrged ;  and  the  qaestion  was 
asked,  how  it  was  or  ooold  be  expected  by 
Spun,  that  tbe  United  States  ooold  interfere  to 
prevent  Uexioo  and  Oolombia  firom  taking 
those  islands  from  her,  rinoe  she  was  Uidr  ene- 
my, in  a  publio  war,  and  since  she  per&iaidonB- 
ly,  and  nnreascHiably,  u  we  think.  Innsts  on 
maintaining  the  war ;  and  aince  these  i^ands 
offered  an  obvioas  oqject  of  attack  ?  Was  not 
this,  sir,  a  very  proper  argument  to  be  urged  to 
Spain  1  A  copy  of  this  despatch,  it  seems,  was 
sent  to  the  Senate,  in  confidence.  It  has  not 
been  published  by  the  Executive.  Now,  the 
alleged  Inconsistency  is,  that,  notwithstanding 
this  letter,  the  Frendent  has  interfered  to  dis- 
suade  Ifexico  and  Oolombia  from  attacking 
Onbfl.  That,  finding  or  thinking  tiiat  those 
States  meditated  endt  a  purpose,  tius  Govern- 
ment has  nrged  them  to  detdst  from  it  Sir, 
was  ever  any  thin^  mora  nnreasonaUe  than 
this  charge  ?  Was  it  not  proper,  that,  to  pro* 
dace  the  desired  r»nlt  of  peace,  our  Qovem- 
ment  shoald  address  Afferent  motives  to  the 
different  parties  in  the  war  I  Was  it  not  its 
bosmess  to  set  before  each  party  its  dangers 
and  its  difficulties  in  pursuing  ^e  war  t  And 
if^  now,  by  any  thing  nnezpected^  these  respec- 
tive corespondences  have  become  public,  are 
these  different  views,  addressed  thus  to  differ- 
ent parties,  and  with  different  objects,  to  be 
relied  on  as  proof  of  inconsistency  1  It  is  the 
strangest  aconsation  ever  beard  of.  No  Got- 
emment,  not  wholly  destitute  of  common 
sense,  would  have  acted  o&erwise.  We  urged 
the  proper  motives  to  both  pvMes.  To  Spun 
we  nr^  the  probable  loss  of  Onba ;  we 
showed  her  the  danger  of  its  capture  by  the 
new  States,  and  we  asked  her  to  mform  os  on 
what  ground  it  was  that  we  could  interfere  to 
prevent  such  capture,  since  she  was  at  war 
with  these  States,  and  they  had  an  unquestion- 
able right  to  attack  her  in  any  of  her  territo- 
ries; and  especially  she  was  a^ed  how  she 
oould  expect  good  offices  ft-om  us,  on  this  occa- 
sion, since  she  fully  understood  our  opinion  to 
be,  tiiat  she  was  persisting  in  the  war  without 
or  bntind  all  reason,  ana  with  a  sort  of  des- 
peration. This  was  the  appeal  made  to  the 
good  sense  of  Spun,  through  Busna.  But, 
soon  afterwards,  having  reason  to  suspect  that 
Oolombia  and  Mexico  were  actually  preparing 
to  attack  CTuba,  and  knowing  that  such  an 
event  would  most  seriously  affect  us,  our  Gov- 
ernment remonstrated  against  such  meditated 
Bttaclc,  and  to  the  present  time,  it  has  not  been 
made.  In  all  this,  who  sees  any  thing  either 
improper  or  inconsistent  I  For  myself  I  think 
the  course  parsned  showed  a  watchful  regard 
to  our  own  interest,  and  is  wholly  free  from 
any  imputation,  either  of  impropriety  or  in  con- 
sistency. 

Pains,  sir,  have  been  taken  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  BivbsJ  to  prove 
that  the  measure  now  m  contemmation,  and, 
indeed,  the  whole  policy  of  Uie  Qovenunent 


respecting  South  America,  is  the  nnh^py  re- 
sult of  tbe  infiuence  of  a  gentleman  fonneriy 
ffiling  the  chair  of  this  House.  To  make  out 
this,  he  has  referred  to  certain  speeches  of  tliat 
gentleman  deUvered  here.  He  eharees  him 
wiUi  having  become  himself  afibcted,  at  an 
early  d^,  with  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  the 
South  American  fever;  and  wiHi  having  in- 
fused its  baneful  influence  into  the  whole  coun- 
cils of  tbe  country. 

If,  sir,  it  be  true,  that  that  gentleman, 
prompted  by  an  ardent  love  of  civil  liberty, 
felt,  earlier  than  others,  a  proper  sympathy  for 
the  stru^g^g  colonies  of  South  America;  or 
that,  aotmg  on  the  maxim  that  reTolQti<Hi$  do 
not  go  ba^ward,  he  had  the  sagacity  to  fore- 
see, earlier  than  others,  the  snccessfal  termina- 
tion of  those  struggles ;  if^  thus  feeling,  and 
thos  perceiving,  it  fell  to  hmi  to  lead  the  will- 
ing or  nnwillii^  eonndls  of  his  oonntcy,  in  hsr 
mwiifestations  of  kindness  to  the  new  Govern- 
mentSj  and  in  her  seasonable  recognitions  of 
their  mdependence;  if  it  be  this,  which  the 
honorable  member  imputes  to  him ;  if  it  be  by 
this  course  of  public  conduct  that  he  has  iden- 
tified his  name  with  tbe  cause  of  South  Amer- 
ican liberty — he  ought  to  be  esteemed  one  of 
the  most  fortunate  men  of  the  age.  If  all  tbis 
be,  as  is  now  represented,  he  has  acquired  iama 
enough.  It  is  enough  for  any  man,  thus  to 
have  connected  himself  with  the  great«st 
events  of  the  age  in  which  he  lives,  and  to 
have  been  foremost  in  measures  whicb  reflect 
high  honor  on  his  oountiy,  in  the  judgment  d 
mankind.  Sir,  it  is  always  with  great  rdne- 
t&nce  that  I  am  drawn  to  speak,  in  my  place 
Ikere,  of  individuals ;  but  I  could  not  forbear 
what  I  have  now  sud,  when  I  bear,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  in  this  land  of 
tree  spirits,  that  it  is  made  matter  of  imputa- 
tion and  of  reproach  to  have  been  first  to  reach 
forth  the  hand  of  welcome  and  of  succor  to 
new -bom  nations,  struggling  to  obtain,  and  to 
eiuoy,  the  blessings  of  IiDerty. 

We  are  told  that  the  coontry  is  deluded  and 
deceived  by  cabalistic  words.  Cabalistic  words! 
If  we  express  an  emotion  of  pleasure  at  the 
residta  of  this  great  action  oi  the  sjurit  of  po- 
liUoal  liberty;  if  we  r^trice  at  the  birth  ot 
new  Bepubhcan  nations,  and  express  onr  joy 
by  the  common  terms  of  regard  and  sympathy ; 
if  we  feel  and  uRuify  high  gratificaticm  thati 
throughout  tills  whole  continent,  men  are  now 
likely  to  be  blessed  by  free  and  popular  institu- 
tions; and  if,  in  the  uttering  of^  these  senti- 
ments, we  happen  to  speak  of  sister  Republics, 
of  the  great  American  family  of  nations,  or  of 
the  political  systems  and  forms  of  Government 
of  this  hemisphere ;  then,  indeed,  it  seems,  we 
deal  in  senseless  Jargon,  or  impose  on  the  judg- 
ment  and  fueling  of  the  community  by  cabalts- 
tJo  words  1  Sir,  what  is  meant  by  this  t  Is  it 
intended  that  the  peoide  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  totally  indifferent  to  the  fortunes 
of  these  new  neighbors  t  Is  no  change,  in  the 
li^ts  in  which  we  are  to  Tiew  them,  to  b* 
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wroogbt,  by  their  hayiDg  thrown  off  foreign 
domimmi,  establiahed  inaependenoe,  and  in- 
ctitated,  on  oar  t«7  btMrders,  BepnUioan 
GoTernmenta,  esaentiallj  alter  our  own  ex- 
ample? 

Sir,  I  do  not  widi  to  orernitft— I  do  not 
OTMiate— the  jprogreas  of  tibese  new  States  in 
the  great  work  of  eatabliBhing  a  weUnMonred 
popuar  liberty.   I  Imow  that  to  be  a  great 
attainment,  and  I  know  they  are  bnt  pnpils  in 
the  school.   But,  thank  God,  they  are  in  the 
KhooL    They  are  called  to  meet  diffienlties, 
such  u  nwther  we  nor  onr  fathers  eQOonntered. 
For  these,  we  ooght  to  Inake  lai^  allowanoea. 
¥hat  have  we  ever  known  like  the  colonial 
Tsssalage  of  these  States !   When  did  we,  or 
oar  u)cestors,-fe^  like  them,  the  w^ht  of  a 
political  demotion  that  presBes  men  to  the 
avth,  or  of  that  nlii^ona  intolennoe  which 
Tonld  ihnt  jxp  hearen  to  all  hot  the  Usoted  f 
Sa,  we  spnmg  frotn  another  atook.  Wewlong 
to  aaother  race.  We  hare  known  nothing— we 
ixn  hit  nothing — of  the  political  despotism  of 
BpuD,  nor  of  the  heat  of  her  firos  of  intoler- 
UM.  No  rational  man  expects  that  the  South 
can  nm  the  same  rapid  career  as  the  North ;  or 
tbat  SQ  insnrg^t  prorince  of  Spain  is  in  the 
Bune  condition  aa  the  Enslish  colonies  when 
they  first  asserted  their  iaaependence.  There 
18,  donbtlese,  mnch  more  to  be  done,  in  the  first 
than  ia  the  laat  case.   Bat,  on  that  aooonnt 
the  bonOT  of  the  ^tempt  is  not  lase ;  and  if  all 
AiSeoltieB  ahall  be  in  time  annnoonted,  it  will 
be  greater.  Hie  work  may  be  more  ardnotu — 
it  is  not  teas  noble,  beoanaetiiere  nu^be  more 
ignorance  to  enlighten,  more  of  bigotiy  to 
taufne,  more  of  prejndioe  to  eradicate.   If  it 
be  a  weakness  to  feel  a  strong  Interest  in  the 
■accesB  of  these  great  revolutions,  I  confess 
mf  self  gQtll7  of  that  weakness.   If  It  be  weak 
to  feel  that  I  am  an  American,  to  think  that 
ncent  events  have  not  only  opened  new  modes 
of  interconrse,  bnt  have  created  also  new 
SnmtHls  of  regard  and  sympathy  between  our- 
•dves  and  onr  neighbors ;  if  it  be  weak  to  feel 
^tbe  Booth,  in  her  present  state,  is  some- 
vhat  more  emphaticaliy  part  of  America  than 
vbsQ  she  lay  obacnre,  oppressed,  and  unknown, 
Wider  the  grinding  b<mdage  of  a  foreign  power ; 
11  it  be  weak  to  rcyoice,  when,  even  in  any  cor- 
ner of  the  earth,  hnman  beings  are  able  to  get 
19  from  beneath  oppression,  to  erect  tbem- 
tdiet,  and  to  ei^joy  the  proper  happiness  of' 
tbeir  intelligent  nature ;  if  this  be  weak,  it  is  a 
weakoeaB  from  which  I  dum  no  exemption. 

A  day  of  solemn  retribntion  now  Tisits  the 
«ce  proad  monarchy  of  Spain.   The  predic- 
tu  is  folfilled.   The  spurit  of  Ifontesnma  and 
of  tbe  locas  might  now  well  say, 
"Art  thou,  too,  bDen,  Iberia?   Do  we  see 
The  robber  and  tlie  murderer  weak  aa  we  f 
Tboo,  that  baa  wasted  earth,  and  dwed  dendse 
1^  the  wrath  and  mercy  of  the  sUaa, 
Thy  pomp  Is  ia  the  grave;  thy  glory  laid 
M»  in  the  pit  ddne  avarice  baa  made." 
Hr.  Ohabiuan,  I  will  dstida  yon  oalj  with 


one  more  reflection  on  this  snbject.  We  can- 
not be  so  blind,  we  cannot  so  sbnt  op  onr 
senses  and  smottier  oar  faoolties,  aa  not  to  sea 
that,  in  the  progress  and  the  establishment  of 
Soath  American  liberty,  onr  own  example  has 
been  among  the  most  admalattng  oansea.  That 
neat  li^ht — a  light  which  can  never  be  hid — 
we  light  of  oar  own  glorious  revelation,  baa 
Aone  on  the  path  of  the  Soath  American 
patriots,  from  the  bef^nning  their  coarse. 
In  their  emei^endes,  they  have  looked  to  oat 
experience,  m  th«r  poUtaoal  institutionsj  they 
have  followed  onr  models.  In  their  delibera- 
tions, they  have  invoked  the  presiding  spirit 
of  oar  own  liberty.  They  have  looked  steadily, 
in  every  adversity,  to  the  obsat  nobhiebv 
uoHT.  In.  the  bonr  of  bloody  conflict,  they 
have  remembered  the  fields  which  have  been 
oonaeoratad  by  the  Uood  of  onr  own  ftthera: 
and  when  Hiey  have  fallen,  they  have  wiahea 
only  to  be  remembered  with  them,  aa  men  who 
had  acted  their  parts  braveW,  for  the  oaoie  <^ 
liberty  in  the  Western  World. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  If  it  be  weakness  to  feel 
the  aympathy  of  one's  natare  excited  for  snoh 
men,  in  sach  a  cause,  I  am  guilty  of  that  weak- 
ness. If  it  be  pmdenoe  to  meet  their  proffered 
civility,  not  with  reciprocal  lindnesa,  out  witii 
coldness  or  witli  insnlt,  I  choose  still  to  follow 
where  natural  impalse  leads,  and  to  give  up 
that  false  and  mistaken  prudence,  for  the 
voluntary  wntiments  of  heart. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Honae 
a^Jonmed. 


SiTUBDAT,  April  IB. 
Mittum  to  Panama. 

The  House  having  again  resumed  tiie  cott- 
sideration  of  tfae  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  approving  the  mission  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proposing  a 
qnaliflcation  to  the  general  expression  of  a[H 
probation  thereof— 

Mr.  Oabteb  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Oh  airman :  The  subject  at  inesent  before 
tbe  committee  ia  entitled,  as  well  from  its  great 
importance  aa  from  its  eidire  novelty,  to  tiie 
mostdeUberateandoandidomuideration.  Ynm, 
the  lUIeBt  r^eotion  whidi  I  have  been  able  to 
bestow  upon  it,  aided  by  the  documents  which 
are  before  us,  I  have  come  to  the  oonclufdon 
that  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  is  one  which  is  at  vai^ 
ance  witJi  the  best  interests  of  this  country, 
and  involves  in  it  a  departure  fVom  that  neutral 
policy  which  has  hitherto  governed  our  pablio 
councils.  If  this  be  true,  which  I  shall  attempt 
presently  to  show,  this  committee  ought,  cer- 
tainly, to  withhidd  its  aanotion  from  anoh  ft 
measure. 

To  the  Exeontjve  has  the  oonstitotiim  con- 
fided the  sole  and  exclusive  snperintendenoe 
<tf  onr fn^gtt peaoeAil rdatioas.  lavpMW^ 
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All,  beoanse  the  power  of  declaring^  war  being 
Tested  in  both  branchea  of  the  L^ialature, 
Omgreai  mur  be  said  to  divide  the  reaponsibil- 
!^  of  the  SuontiTe,  whea  the  eonntry  ia  to 
asranw  a  hostile  attitnde  with  r^ard  to  qdj 
ftHvigtt  power.  Bat  so  far  as  the  couseqnenoee 
of  tUs  mission  can  at  presrait  be  foreseen  and 
contemplated,  it  would  be  assmninff  too  mnoh 
to  say,  that  war  is  to  be  immediatelj  and 
necessarily  the  reaolt ;  that  this  House,  in  con- 
•equenoe  of  its  general  agency  in  declaring 
war,  woold  have  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
(onstitatioaal  fonctions  of  the  President,  and 
Bfl^,  that  the  n^tiations  or  deliberaticHU 
at  Panama  shonld  be  limited  to  anoh  topica,  or 
xestricted  on  all  toi^ea,  to  be  dlactusea  there, 
in  sach  manner  that  the  peace  of  the  counlxy 
ahoold,  in  no  possible  event,  be  endaagered. 
The  HoQse  of  Repreeentativee  onght  not  to 
place  itself  in  the  attitude  of  giving  oormsel  to 
the  Fre^ent,  or  instntotionB  to  any  pnblie 
ftmcdwiaiy,  othw  at  hcone  or  abroad,  vlth- 
ont  ^e  power  of  enforcing  them.  Self-respect 
ought  to  restrain  this  Hoose  from  registering 
any  remonstrance,  or  other  declaration,  which 
is  to  prove  inoperatiTd,  If  any  object,  vain- 
able  to  the  safety  or  interests  of  the  eonntry. 
the  accnisitaon  of  which  the  President  promised 
bimsedf,  at  the  Congress  of  Panama,  shonld^  by 
reason  of  his  recognidng  the  force  of  the  limi- 
tation proposed  by  this  amendment,  be  pot  be- 
^md  his  reach,  he  would  not  only  be  at  iiherty 
to  disregard  it,  but  he  would  be  bound,  by  the 
double  ulegianoe  which  he  owed  to  the  consti- 
totion  and  to  the  ooontry,  to  do  so.  If  the  mis- 
rion,  therefore,  ba  sanctioned  by  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes,  the  control  of  onr  agents  there 
must  be  left  entirely  to  the  Execntive. 

There  prevails  a  great  divendty  of  opinion 
as  to  the  objects  of  this  Oongress.  The  treaty 
atipalationa  which  have  been  made  between 
Colombia  and  four  of  her  sister  Bepnblics,  con- 
fine ita  ol^jects  to  a  few  tc^ioa  of  primary  inter- 
est, ezdnAvely  affecting  the  Soutii  American 
States  who  were  fimimiy  mttJeot  to  the  ^aa- 
iah  yoke.  Tlie  three  Stouiidi  American  Minis- 
ters who  have  invited  toe  United  States  to  send 
a  depo^  there,  extend  their  views  to  other 
oUecte,  not  embraced  in  those  stipulations: 
and  the  President  indnlges  himself  in  still 
greater  latitnde,  as  to  the  objects  of  the  Con- 
greeSj  and  declares,  that  the  porooses  of  the 
meeting  being  "somewhat  indefinite^  so  far 
from  being  an  objection  to  it  is  among  the 
oogent  reasons  for  Its  adoption." 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
Qtr.  BuooAHAN,}  who  addressed  the  committee 
a  few  days  ago,  seemed  to  think  this  CoDgress 
had  placed  the  United  States  in  an  exceedingly 
embarrasring  dilmnma.  Tbaj  were  to  be  com- 
mitted if  they  went  into  it,  and  if  they  stood 
out,  they  were  to  sulgect  themselves  to  incon- 
venienoee  hardly  less  deplorable  than  an  abso- 
lute surrender  of  onr  neutral  character.  And 
thna,  uipreheasive  of  mischief,  from  taking 
either  doe  of  the  dilemma,  be  has  converted 
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his  perplexi^  into  a  sufficieDt  cause  for  the 
United  States  to  send  depotiea  there,  fur  the 
purpose  of  Indndns  the  Soath  Americsn  IGnis- 
ters  to  dissolve  their  meeting,  and  return  to 
th^r  homes,  without  aocompli^ing  the  objects 
which  brou^t  them  together.  Can  the  gen- 
tleman be  serious  in  hia  opimonf  Does  he 
call  to  mind  the  length  of  time  and  the  ooDcert 
with  which  the  South  American  Bepnblics 
have  deliberated  on  this  project  ?  Worthy  as 
Uessra.  Anderson  and  Sergeant  no  doubt  an, 
of  the  confidence  of  the  Executive,  it  ia  ascrib- 
ing rather  too  much  to  their  persuaNve  pow- 
ers, to  imai^e  that  they  oonldf  so  readily,  by 
exertiuff  them,  induce  these  Bepublica  thus  to 
relinomeh  and  forego  aU  the  benefits  tbey  had 
promised  themselves  from  so  ioBg-cheriiibed 
a  derign. 

It  has  been  said,  too,  that  the  mere  a^  d 
sending  representatives  to  this  Congress  can- 
not commit  the  neutrality  of  this  coantrr. 
This  affirmation  is  founded  on  the  assomptioii 
that  either  the  Congress  is  not  belligerent  in 
its  character ;  or  that,  if  it  be  so,  the  United 
States  are  not,  in  their  representation  there, 
to  be  so  far  identified  with  it,  as  to  aasnme  a 
belligerent  aapect.  Now,  air,  what  is  the  con- 
dition €i  these  South  American  States  t  Are 
they  not  engaged  in  open  war  against  Spain! 
And  do  not  the  treaties  which  have  been  laid 
on  onr  tables  point  ont  the  (wganizstion  ai 
meouB  of  rerirtiDg  any  attempt^  on  the  part 
of  Spain,  m  any  power  In  aDianoe  with 
her,  to  bring  them  back  to  thdr  former  con- 
dition of  dependence,  as  the  principal  object 
to  be  accompliahed  by  thia  meeting  ?  In  truth, 
the  meeting  nas  no  other  objeot  btit  to  oonnder 
of  the  most  advisable  means  for  rendering  their 
confederacy  firmly  cemented,  and  permanent 
'  in  ita  duration.  And  if  Spun,  with  whom  we 
are  now  on  terms  of  friendship,  should  take 
offence  at  t^e  attitude  we  shmild  assume  at 
Panama,  it  would  not  be  competent  for  us  to 
say  to  her,  in  vindication  oi  onr  ccmdact,  that 
we  tocA  no  put  in  any  ddiberatioiis  which 
imported  hoatilify  to  her.  It  oonld  not  be  ia 
the  months  of  onr  deputies,  to  reply  to  any 
remonstranoe  against  their  preeenoe  fai  this 
Congress,  to  say  that  they  belonged  to  the 
peace  side  of  the  assembly.  If  the  character 
of  the  Congress  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
character  of  the  topics  they  are  to  disooss,  and 
those  topics  are  partly  peaceful  and  i^rtly 
belligerent,  the  aggregate  character  mu5t  be 
determined  by  the  predominance  of  the  objects 
which  shall  engage  their  attention.  And  in 
point  of  importance  to  the  States  themselve^ 
It  is  unquestionable  that  the  preparation  of 
their  just  means  <tf  renstanoe  to  any  attonpt 
which  may  be  made  against  tbdr  ind^>eBdeno&, 
omutitutes  the  nuun  and  most  interesting  anb- 
ject  for  their  consultation.  Every  thing  relat- 
ing to  this  leading  object  of  their  meeting,  will 
import  direct  hwtili^  to  l^>^;  and,  th^e- 
fore,  impress  a  belligerent  diaiaeter  on  the 
Ctmgreai. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OS*  GONGBESB. 


169 


It  has  been  said  bjanother  gentleinaa  fironi 
PmiuylTania,  {Mr.  Wdbtb,)  luat  noir,  since , 
the  South  Amerieau  St^es  have  virtnally 
schieTed  th^  independence,  and  wielded  their 
arms  saccessfbllj  against  their  oppressor^  tiiat 
tliejr  will  be  in  danger  of  turning  taem  against 
each  other,  and  wasting  their  energies  in  intes- 
tine wars ;  that  it  is  the  inTariable  law  of  all 
Confederacies,  to  be  held  together  by  a  sense  of 
common  danger  without,  and  that,  as  soon  as  this 
exterior  preesore  is  removed,  the  separate  meni' 
beiB  become  victima  to  euiausting  dissennon 
imoDff  themselves :  the  United  States  may, 
therefore,  be  of  inoalcnlable  advantue  to  these 
new  Bapnbtio&  hj  giving  them  timely  admoni- 
tion against  ftiia  evil,  and  tmuing  (heir  re- 
norces  in  a  dififerent  direotton.  "Hie  gentie- 
man  has  greaQv  ndstaken  the  office  of  onr 
depnties  there,  if  he  imagines  that  on  sattjects 
lilu  these,  they  would  be  prepared  to  impart 
aayrtliuble  lessrais.  Before  the  new  States 
eoald  be  eaocessfblly  warned  against  these 
&tal  tendencies,  their  advisers  must  be  inti- 
inatcl;^  acqounted  with  their  character.  They 
mnst  understand  their  habits;  the  state  of  gen- 
eral intelligence  among  them ;  the  progress  they 
have  already  made  in  the  various  departments 
sdntee  and  ti^  arts;  and  a  great  variety  of 
Dther  reqnidtea,  b^bre  they  conld  give  any 
valnsble  advice  as  to  the  exact  form  of  Oovem- 
ment  they  ongbt  to  adopt  For  it  eonid  only 
be  by  directing  their  minds  to  the  proper  forms 
of  Government  by  which  their  resonroes  conld 
be  developed,  and  their  happiness  secured, 
thst  the  internal  dissensions,  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman  has  aUaded,  conld  be  prevented. 

The  President  declsj^  in  the  opening  of  Ids 
Mes3^  that  "  tht  fint  and  greate$t  indwe- 
iMht "  which  operated  upon  hbn  fbr  aoceptins 
this  invitation,  was,  to  meet,  in  a  spirit  of  kind- 
Mse  and  friendship,  an  overture  made  in  the 
■une  ^rit  by  three  ^ster  republics.  From 
this  amiable  and  landaUe  feeling  of  the  Execn- 
fir^  no  one  can  dissent.  But,  nr,  how  will  yon 
be  SQiprised  to  hear  him,  almi^  in  the  next 
bretth,  declare,  that  eimett  ^  tit  UghM  im- 
partone^  not  only  to  the  ftUwrt  of  tA« 

vMe  \%maa  raee^  hut  hearing  dirtetly  vpon 
tit  neeial  wterata  of  thU  Union,  vnll  engage 
tie  delS>eration*  of  the  Chngreu  of  Panama^ 
itiether  w  are  repreaented  thereor  noti  Can 
(Ejects  like  these  be  postponed  to  mere  oourt^y 
>ad  eUquette?  Can  such  a  sacrifice  of  the 
nbstance  to  the  shadow  be  seriously  defended? 

Congresses  of  independent  powers,  meeting 
Id  times  of  profound  peace,  to  oonoert  politicBl 
■Huores,  have  lately  come  into  ftahion.  We 
bfcTs  heud  councils  of  bishops,  and  other 
AxiMiastical  magistrates,  meeting  in  fatmvt 
tinua  to  regulate  the  concerns  of  the  dmr^ 
And  80  intimatedy  blended,  in  those  di^  wov 
tbe  aifurs  of  chnrch  and  state,  that  those 
KTerend  fathers  extended  their  guardian  care, 
in  scHoe  instances,  to  political  coocems.  Iji 
later  times,  we  have  beheld  the  powers  of  £n- 
npe,  after  having  drenched  tiie  continent  with 
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blood,  and  wearied  themaelves  in  the  woik 

of  devastation,  meeting  tcx  the  purpose  of  a 
general  pacification,  and  restoring  quiet  to  the 
world.  Sometimes,  at  soch  meetings,  they 
hone  itipulated  arrangements  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent. 
But  it  was  not  until  our  day  that  kings  and 
emperors  found  themselves  under  the  necessity 
of  confederating  together,  and  opposing  their 
united  oonnsels  to  the  pn^ress  of  me  principles 
and  systems  of  self-^vemment.  The  disastrous 
light  which  the  French  Bevolation  shed  upon 
the  fetters  which  bound  the  people,  while  It 
inspired  them  with  the  hopes  of  release,  struck 
a  panic  into  thdr  maaten^ 

**  With  fear  of  change  petpledng  muiarcha.*' 

They  saw,  with  alarm  and  oonstenuitioiL 
the  instability  of  their  thrones.  They  looked 
around  upon  each  other,  in  this  orins,  for  the 
means  of  defending  themselves  against  a  danger 
which  threatened  them  all  alike.  And  in  this 
absolute  and  uncompromising  necessity,  which 
threatened  the  extinction  of  thrones  and  crowns, 
we  are  to  look  for  the  origin  of  the  late  x>oliti- 
ool  Congresses  of  Surope.  And  are  we  under 
any  necessity  of  imitating  their  example!  Are 
not  our  institutions  a  snfficient  guarantee  fbr 
the  devotion  of  the  people  to  them,  and  tiiat 
tiiey  wHI  stand  by  them  In  every  emergeney, 
and  pour  out  ihsit  Mood  in  thdr  defence! 

The  stmctnre  of  oar  Qovemment  forbids  the 
imitation  of  soeh  an  example.  The  powers  of 
Europe,  who  were  represented  at  the  Con- 
gresses of  Vienna,  Troppao,  imd  Laybach,  had 
no  Senates  to  consult,  for  the  ratification  of 
any  treaty  into  which  they  might  enter.  No 
popidar  assemblies,  who  were  the  exact  mirrors 
of  a  people,  peaceful  in  their  habits,  peaoefnl 
in  theu:  policy,  and  peaceful  in  every  thing 
which  entered  into  the  formation  of  their 
character,  interposed  themselves  to  the  execu- 
tion of  any  soneme,  either  fbr  the  seenri^ 
or  the  agmndisement  of  the  nown.  I^eir 
win  vaa  uie  law  of  thdr  dominions.  .Ther 
had  nnboonded  control  over  ttie  finances  ana 
miUtary  forces  within  th^  territories.  They 
were,  therefore,  enabled  strictly  and  prompUy 
to  perform  whatever  engagements  they  took 
upon  themselves.  Congresses,  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  that  proposed  to  be  held  at  Panama, 
are,  therefore,  suitable  and  convenient  engines 
in  the  hands  of  Governments  strictiy  mon- 
archical in  their  formation.  They  furnish 
facilities  for  the  execution  of  great  designs,  in 
whidi  the  parties  to  them  have  a  otnumon  in- 
terest 

But  sir,  we  have  Ulnlsters  rending  alrea^ 
at  m<Mt  of  the  conrta  whose  Governments  are 
to  be  represented  at  Panama.  They  can*  ao- 
oomplish,  in  the  ordinary  way  of  separate  n^- 
tiation,  all  the  objects  whidi  are  unportant  to 
the  United  States.  It  is  in  vain  to  speculate 
upon  the  "  harmonious  and  tyttematic  "  manner 
in  witich  objects  could  be  attained,  when  all 
the  Bepablioa  of  this  continent  were  represeufc- 
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ed,  aacli  haTing  its  own  separate  and  oontrarlent 
interests  to  reconcile  and  preserre.  Indeed, 
sir,  the  very  fact  that  so  many  and  such  oppo- 
site interests  shall  .be  pressiae  open  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Congress,  and  demanding  their 
share  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Representatives 
of  eight  or  ten  distinct,  independent  powers,  so 
Car  from  promising  a  sacoesafol  result,  seems  to 
me  to  presoit  such  embarra^ment  and  difflculfy 
as  would  foreTOT  ddbat  sodh  a  result.  Some 
gentiemen,  who  have  spoken  in  this  debate, 
seem  to  ima^e,  that  there  were  no  other 
ineans  hj  which  the  United  States  could  enter 
into  tmj  commercial  arrangeraeDts,  or  anj  other 
stipolations  of  a  matnally  beneficial  sort  to  the 
Governments  concerned,  except  hy  onr  Bepre- 
sentation  at  Panama ;  tjiat  this  Congress  fbr- 
nished  an  opportnnitj,  tempting  as  it  was  fleet- 
ing, to  obtoin  all  the  advantages  which  we 
conld  desire  in  onr  fntnre  intercourse  with  the 
South  American  States ;  and  that  the  refusal  of 
this  country  to  send  Sepresentatives  there, 
would  be  an  act  borderii^  upon  infatuation  I 
Such  gentlemen  suffer  the  ardor  of  their  feel- 
ings to  distnrb  the  correct  ded^on  of  their 
Jndgincait  of  the  character  of  this  Congress,  and 
of  ue  attdtnde  occupied  at  this  time,  by  this 
oonnti^  in  relation  to  these  southern  Bepab- 
lios.  we  have  already  entered  into  friendly 
and  commercial  treaties  with  many  of  them, 
and  the  door  is  still  open  to  the  formatimi  of 
others  on  the  same  terms. 

Wr.  Wkehs  addressed  the  eonunlttee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Hr.  Churman :  The  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage to  the  Senate,  has  stated,  tliat  "  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  SepablicB  of  Colombia,  of  Mex- 
ico, and  of  Central  Anwrica^  had,  severally, 
invited  the  Government  of  the  Uidted  States  to 
be  represented  at  the  Oongresa  of  American 
nations,  to  be  assembled  at  Panama,  to  delib- 
erate upon  Bttlpjects  of  peculiar  concernment  to 
this  hemisphere,  and  that  this  invitation  had 
,  been  accepted."  And  goes  on  to  state,  that. 
Although  this  measure  was  deemed  to  be 
witiitn  t£e  constitutional  competency  of  the 
EzeoutiTe,  I  hare  not  thought  proper  to  take 
an^  step  in  it,  before  ascertaining  that  my 
opinion  of  its  expediency  will  concur  with  that 
of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature ;  first,  by 
the  decision  of  the  Senate  upon  the  nominations 
to  be  laid  before  thuo ;  and,  secondly,  by  the 
sanction  of  both  Houses  to  the  appropriations, 
withoat  whidi  it  cannot  be  carried  into  effect." 
I  will  pause,  here,  ur,  for  a  moment,  to  uHt  gen- 
tlemen, who  appear  such  worm  supporters  of 
Executive  recommcDdations  as  to  justify,  in 
their  opinion,  the  charge  (I  will  not  say  chari- 
tably, bat  illiberally)  extended  to  those  who  are 
sufficiently  independent  to  think  for  themselves, 
of  being  a  factious  opposition  to  ttie  Adminis- 
tration—what, Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  ask,  was 
the  Chief  Magistrate's  inducement  thus  to  have 
expressed  Mmself  f  I  will  undertake  to  answer 
die  qoestitti,  ^noerelyand  honratly,  as  I  believe 
in  mj  oonscienoe.   finowing,  aa  Mr.  Adams 
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does,  and  no  man  knom  better,  the  powciAil 
effect  of  usage,  that,  in  many  cases,  it  amoimts 
to  law,  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  (I  mean 
to  himself,  sir,}  to  remind  the  Kepresentativea 
<^  the  people  that  we  still  possess  the  power 
(unintermpted  usaffe,  if  yoa  please,  to  the  con- 
trary, notwithstanding,)  of  granting  or  not  the 
^propriation  called  fbr ;  and  feeling,  certainly, 
as  he  roust,  the  very  grc«t  doubts  that  do  exist 
as  to  the  advantages  contemplated  to  remit 
from  this,  to  say  the  most  yon  can  for  it,  doubt- 
ful project,  he  nnqnestionably  inten^d  it,  as 
has  been  very  properly  advanced  by  the  hon- 
orable mover  of  the  resolntion  now  under  de- 
bate,  to  draw  from  this  House  a  fair  and  candid 
expression  of  their  opinion ;  and  I  verily  be- 
lieve, sir,  the  President  will  feel  himself  greatly 
relieved,  hereafter,  by  the  passage  of  these  reso- 
lutions; which  opinion  would  indnoe  me,  feding 
not  otherwise  than  friendly  di^koeed  to  the  a£ 
ministration,  if  I  had  no  other  reason,  to  vote 
for  the  amendments.    I  would  ask  another 

auestios,  sir :  What,  short  of  discomfiture  to 
le  President's  feeling  if  not  diwraoe  to  the 
country,  will  be  the  lasoe,  if^  on  t£e  arrivid  ct 
the  BefavBentatives  to  this  Oragreaa  st  Bma* 
ma,  from  these  United  States,  uutmeted,  as 
the  opponents  to  the  amendments  profess  to 
believe  the  President  now  stands  pieced  to  the 
nation  they  shall  be,  the  Bepresentatives  from 
the  South  American  States  shall  reject  than, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  Ministers  have  not 
oome  there  with  such  expressed  instmctions  in 
their  credentials,  as  had  been  previously  repre- 
sented as  indispensably  necessary,  by  ^1  three 
the  South  American  States  t  Mr.  Obregmi, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  day,  dat«d  at  Washington, 
on  the  8d  of  November,  1626,  states,  (what  the 
other  Ministers  all  state.)  "  The  nnderwrhten 
Minister  Henipotentiarr  has  the  hcnor  <tf  in- 
forming the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  that 
he  has  communicated  to  his  Govemmoit  the 
conversations  which  occurred  between  them  on 
his  making  known  to  him  the  determination  of 
the  Governments  of  Colombia  and  Mexico  to 
form  a  Congress  of  Bepresentatives  from  the 
new  States  of  the  continent,  who,  to  that  end, 
had  been  invited,  in  which  were  to  bo  discussed 
subjects  of  general  interest  to  all  the  American 
powers,  as  well  as  those  which  might  be  par- 
ticularly sujQgested  by  the  existence  and  actual 
podtion  of  wia  new  powers,  and  in  the  meeting 
of  which  it  was  thought  proper,  by  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  sabscriber,  that  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  means  of  their  Commissiimera, 
should  constitute  and  take  part,  as  being  so 
much  interested  in  the  first  and  principal  sub- 
ject upon  which  the  Congress  would  be  en- 
gaged. In  consequence  of  which,  being  inform- 
ed of  the  concurrence  of  this  Government,  in 
the  idea  of  discussing  the  first  point  in  a  Con- 
gress, as  was  desired,  and  that  it  would  send 
Bepresentatives  to  it,  under  condition  that  the 
neutrality  in  which  it  stood  towards  Spain 
should  not  be  violated,  and  that  it  should  be 
invited  thereto  t>7  the  Bepnblics  of  Ibzico  and 
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O^ombi^  who  ahoald,  moreover,  ngoify  the 
tfuTB  mth  which  it  tu  to  be  occmiied,  to 
promota  its  object,  aad  the  metaury  vmfininitjr 
of  credeoUalft  or  sathorization  of  the  reapeetive 
BefffeseDtatiTes,  the  Premdeot  of  the  United 
Sutes  of  Mexico  has  charged  and  oommisBioned 
anew  the  underwritten  to  make  the  invitation, 
and  to  point  ont  the  afiairs  as  stated."  Now, 
sir,  what  do  we  find  here  set  forUi  ?  Why,  that 
this  Kezican  Hiniater,  in  a  conversation  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  last  Spring,  motioned 
the  intwition  of  the  South  American  States  to 
hold  a  Coogresa  &t  Panama.  That  is,  that  Mex- 
ico and  Gambia  bad  so  detennineo,  and  had 
invited  tiie  new  States  to  jcnn  them,  and  that 
his  OoTOnraait  thooght  the  United  States 
ot^t  to  oonatitata  and  take  part,  on  being  in- 
formed of  the  o(mciirr«ioe  of  this  Goreminent 
upon  the  omditiona  as  recited.  Here,  Mr. 
Qiiirman,  we  have  the  -whcAe  aeoret  of  this 
warm  and  very  earnest  invitation,  now  con- 
tended for  as  coming  from  the  three  South 
American  States,  reduced  to  a  mortifying  fact 
that  the  invitati<Hi  came  from  Mr.  Clay.  We 
find,  in  a  very  few  days  after  this,  Mr.  Olay 
informs  Mr.  Obregon  of  the  coocurrence  of  our 
Government  with  the  plan,  and  Uiat  we  would 
tend  Repreaentatives  on  obtain  conditions,  en- 
inned,  as  Mr.  states,  by  the  President, 
lbs  wwda  €t  Mr.  Qmj  are :  "  I  atated  to  yoo, 
1>7  the  directiona  of  the  Fntndent,  that  it  u>- 
peared  to  him  to  be  neousary,  before  the 
ac^mbling  of  aaeh  a  Congress,  to  settle  be- 
twe«D  the  different  powers  to  be  represented 
MTeral  preliminary  points,  such  as  the  subjects 
to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  should  be 
directed,  the  substance  and  form  of  the  powers 
to  be  given  to  the  respective  Representatives, 
and  the  mode  of  organizing  the  Congress :  that, 
if  these  p^mts  should  be  satisfactorily  arranged, 
the  President  would  be  disposed  to  accept,  in 
lehalf  of  the  United  States,  the  invitation  with 
which  yon  were  proririmally  charged."  Kow, 
ar,  hen  we  have  the  wise  nod  pnuent  caution 
that  WM  to  have  been  looked  for  from  Mr. 
Aduna.  Bnt,  air,  Mr.  Adams  to  a  man,  liable, 
Ki»  others,  to  be  led  away,  by  degrees,  into 
error  and  mistake:  so,  in  this  bosinesa,  Mr. 
Cls;  and  himself  bad,  before  this,  bMKime 
violeatir  in  love  with  each  other — each,  no 
^bt,  loving  himself  most  and,  agreeably 
t»  in  old  a^Lge,  we  not  only  see  that,  when 
friends  faU  out  they  become  the  most  bitter 
eoemieB,  but,  in  the  same  ratio,  when  bitter 
ttienues  become  friends,  they  are  apt  to  become 
equally  violent ;  very  warm  and  fast  friends. 
Somiuh  so  is  it  with  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay, 
ttut  the  latter,  although  created  by  the  fwmer, 
hti,  by  hia  strong  and  powerful  eloqnence, 
^ned  an  aaeendeiu^,  it  would  seem,  over  him. 
v.  Obdzman,  whilst  at  this  point,  allow  me 
to  pve  my  political  creed,  although  I  detest 
(neds  and  entfessions  everywhere ;  ye^  sir,  it 
his  become  so  fiaahionable  here  that  I  must 

E've  into  it,  although  by  no  means  a  fashiona- 
Bman.  I  oonaent  the  more readi^,  however, 
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to  do  thia,  aa  mine  is  avery  duHt  one.  When, 
as  a  private  dtiien,  I  was  last  oonstitntionidlT 
caned  on  to  vote  for  two  eleetm  of  Freaident  aid 
Tioe  President,  Z  oertdnly  did  not  vote  for  thoas 
offering  who  had  declared  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams. 
I  oonridered  it  was  time  we  should  select  our 
Prerident  from  tiie  body  the  people.  I  felt 
unwilling  any  longer  to  oontiuue  the  practice, 
so  long  in  use,  of  taking  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
lest  it  would,  at  last,  by  nsage,  become  law ; 
and  thus  a  legitimate  daim  to  the  Presidency 
be  set  up  1^  that  officer,  who  is  only  a  creature 
of  the  President,  selected  by  him  as  Secretaiy 
of  State,  and  not  by  the  people — ^therefore,  it 
waa  wone  than  folly  to  eall  a  President^  ao 
made,  the  FreddMit  of  Uie  people  when  the 
peot^  did  not  select  him :  whm  be  waa  not 
their  ohdoe;  but,  in  reaut^t  the  Preudent 
elect,  so  soon  as  appointed  by  tJie  President  hia 
Secretary.  When  the  people  have  been  tRda 
deprived  of  the  right  of  choosing  who  they 
would  vote  for,  I  would  not,  as  one  of  them, 
ve  abrass  farthing  for  the  trouble  of going  milea 
to  tiie  polls  to  vote  for  the  choice  of  a  few  dic- 
tators of  tiie  oountry.  Nay,  sir,  the  President 
^ects  his  BuoeesBor  now,  when  he  selects  his 
Secretary  of  State.  This  has  been  the  case,  in 
fact,  ever  since  the  eleotitm  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  I 
thought  it  time  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  or  for  the 
people  at  once  to  be  allowed  to  elect  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  an  eye  single  to  his  succeed- 
ing to  the  Presidency,  after  a  diplomatic  educfr 
tion  of  ei^t  years — ^if^  indeed,  such  an  educa- 
tion was  to  be  oonadered  indispensable.  But^ 
as  I  did  not,  by  any  means,  think  it  was,  I  pre- 
ferred lending  my  aid  in  abolishing  this  abhor- 
rent, because  unintermpted  usage,  of  takiux 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  no  one  else.  I, 
therefore,  gave  my  vote  to  those  electors  in 
favor  of  General  Andrew  Jackson — a  man,  if 
not  as  much  of  a  diplomatist  as  Mr.  Adams,  yet 
sufficieutiy  so ;  an^  what  was  much  better,  we 
knew  him  to  be  fiinid  and  patriot^  not  in- 
tending to  say  that  Adams  la  not  one.  ffir, 
next  to  the  immortal  Washington,  Jackson  haa 
been  made,  under  God,  the  political  saviour  cf 
hia  oountry.  But  he  was  not  deoted,  although 
he  received  a  much  greater  numbOT  of  votea 
than  either  of  the  omer  candidates.  Tet  he 
did  not  receive  the  number  required  by  the 
dbnstitntion.  The  three  highest,  therefore,  on 
the  list,  came  here,  and  the  present  incumbent, 
Mr.  Adams,  was  elected  by  Congress;  be, 
therefore,  became  oonstitutionally  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  As  such,  I  respect  him — 
as  such,  I  hold  it  my  duty,  as  one  of  the  Bep- 
reaentatives  of  the  people,  to  afford  him  every 
asatstanoe  in  my  power,  to  meet,  with  honor  to 
himself  and  advantage  to  our  country,  every 
partiole  oS  that  high  responsibility  which  he 
holds  and  stands  bound  to  redeem.  In  a  word, 
to  act  towards  him,  as  I  would  have  him  act 
towards  myself  were  we  to  change  situatiuna. 
Consequently,  I  shall  continue  to  vote,  as  I  have 
done,  for  every  measure  called  for,  that  I  do 
not,  in  iny  otmadenoe,  beUere  dangeroaa  or  in- 
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Jnrknu  to  mj  ooanby.  Further  tiian  this,  had 
the  man  of  mr  choice  been  elected,  I  woold  not 
go.  After  this  can^d,  honest  confession  of  my 
&th,  sir,  I  hope  no  man  here,  or  elsewhere, 
will  charge  me  with  faction ;  if  he  does,  I  will 
respond  miscreant  to  the  assertion,  or  to  th^ 
thought,  if  I  coold  come  at  it.  I  hare  other 
dnties,  also,  to  attend  to,  which  I  mnst  and  wiU 
be  eqaally  honest  in  the  dischai^  of;  and, 
should  anj  thing  that  I  may  say  on  this  floor, 
now,  or  at  any  other  time,  be  felt  or  received 
unpleasantly,  I  would  have  all  remember  that  I 
intend  not  to  make  a  wound  unnecessarily  any 
where ;  bnt,  when  it  be  neoeBsary,  for  the  good 
of  my  country,  the  safety  of  onr  rights,  or  the 
Hbertr  of  the  people,  I  shall  not  regard  the 
length,  the  d^>ui,  or  width,  of  ancih  a  wonnd. 

mr.  Chunnan,  I  will  not  detain  the  eonunlt- 
tej  to  hear  any  remarks  upon  the  subject  of 
Cuba  or  Porto  Kico.  I  wul  leave  that  to  my 
honorable  friend  from  Delawu>e,  who,  I  believe, 
will  place  that,  like  every  other  part  of  the 
entjject,  in  the  clearest  possible  point  of  view. 
One  general  remark,  however,  I  will  make,  and 
it  is  this :  that,  if  our  Government  does  pa- 
tiently stand  by  and  suffer  either  of  the  Eu- 
ropean powers,  or  the  South  American  States, 
to  convert  Cnba  or  Forto  Rico  into  another 
Eayti,  without  using  all  tlie  moral  and  physical 
fbroe  of  this  country  to  prevent  it,  they  wUl 
deserve  to  be  handed  over  to  that  newly-dis- 
covered diplomatic  jack-catch  we  not  long  sinoe 
heard  of— "Heaven's  hangman."  "With  these 
remarks,  sir,  I  shall  first  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, and,  if  carried,  so  as  to  stand  recorded  on 
your  journals,  I  will  vote  for  the  appropriation. 
With  my' thanks  to  this  honorable  committee 
for  that  nnezpected  share  of  attention  they 
have  afforded  me,  I  shall  endeavor  to  feel  con- 
tented with  the  faint  attempt  I  have  made  to 
discharge  my  doiy-^-I  wish  it  was  in  my  power 
to  do  more. 


MoNDAT,  April  17. 
The  Senate's  amendments  to  the  "  bill  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  Judicial  system  of  the  United 
States,"  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AVsbsteb, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Jlittion  to  Panama.  • 

The  House  having  again  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  approving  the  Mission  to  Pana- 
ma, with  the  amendments  proposing  a  qualifi- 
cation to  the  general  expressioa  of  approbation 
thereof— 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  then  rose,  and  addressed  the 
eommittee  as  foUows : 

Mr.  FoRSTTR  said,  the  subject  before  the  com- 
mittee is  one  of  great  interest — it  is  surrounded 
by  illusions,  which  render  it  difficult  to  decide 
upon  it  correctly.  To  dissiimto  these  illusions 
will  he  an  easy  task,  which,  if  successfully  per- 
formed, will  render  it  impossible  that  the  peo- 
^  ahould  be  led  into  an  erroaeoafl  Jodgmeut. 


There  are  but  too  many  like  the  gentlemio 

frmn  Pennsylvania,  Qii.  Wcvts,)  who  ooncuve 
that  this  UiBsion  to  Panama  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  liberty  and  the  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  great  family  of  maoklDd. 
The  PreMdent  speaks  of  this  Congress  as  if  he 
were  full  of  glorious  anticipations ;  and  in  this, 
Bs  in  moat  other  instances,  his  sentiments  have 
been  echoed  by  the  committee  of  the  House. 
The  fact  communicated  with  the  Message  re- 
ceived this  morning,  that  the  PlenipotCTtiaries 
of  Brazil  have  been  invited  to  this  intended 
Congress,  will  be  sufficient  to  correct  the  erm 
of  the  gentleman,  of  the  Preddent,  and  <rf  the 
oommittee.  It  cannot  he  expected  that  sehemM 
favoraUe  to  free  Gorermnents  are  to  be  dif- 
ousaed  with  the  asnstanee,  or  even  In  the  pres- 
ence of  the  RepreeeDtatavea  of  Don  Pedro  the 
First,  of  Brazil.  Indeed,  it  appears  from  the 
papers  communicated  with  the  Message,  that 
the  Spanish  American  Governments  are  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  remove  all  suspicion  that 
such  ideas  are  entertained  by  them.  The  theme 
of  the  Congress  is  to  be  American  Independence 
of  Spiun  and  Portugal,  not  the  freedom  of  man- 
kind. A  less  excusable  error  is  that  of  suppos- 
ing that  the  Spanish  American  Statea  imitated 
our  example  when  th^  separated  tbemselTea 
flrom  Old  ^Min.  Ve  broke  the  bonds  Oat 
united  us  to  the  parent  country,  to  eeeape  op- 
pression and  to  enjoy  freedom.  They,  tram 
hatred  to  France,  and  love  of  their  own  king. 
It  was  love  for  a  despot  in  the  person  of  Feru- 
nandthe  Seventh,  the  adored,  and  not  hatred  of 
despotism,  which  produced  the  first  efforts  to 
establish  Spanish  Ajnerican  Independence.  The 
release  of  the  dethroned  monarch  from  his  cap- 
tivity in  France,  wonld  have  been  followed  by 
the  reunion  of  the  American  States  to  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  but  for  the  foll^  and  mad- 
ness of  the  restored  Government.  In  this,  as 
in  numerous  other  cases  recorded  in  histoiy, 
the  folly  of  dewotinn  was,  in  the  order  of  Prov- 
idence, one  of  the  dilef  causes  of  the  mwal  im- 
provement of  the  condition  of  man.  Vhile 
anxious  to  throw  themselves  into  his  paternal 
arms,  the  Spanish  Americans  found  themsdvea 
compelled  to  wage  a  dangerous  and  doubtfttl 
contest,  in  order  to  escape  the  threatened  ven- 
geance of  their  monarco.  Their  efforts  have 
been  great,  and  their  success  glorious.  As  they 
advanced  in  victory,  they  merit  praise  for  hav- 
ing had  the  sagacity  to  discover  the  value  ot 
our  institutions,  and  the  wisdom  to  adopt  the 
forms  and  some  of  the  principles  of  our  consti- 
tution. 

A  more  dangerous  illusion,  as  it  is  flattering 
to  our  self-love,  is  that  of  suppoung  that  aD  the 
movements  of  our  Government  In  favor  of  the 
Spanish  Americana  have  been  prudently  regu- 
lated with  a  view  to  promote  the  estaUi^meat 
of  free  Governments  and  liberal  institntions. 
A  brief  reference  to  the  most  marked  events 
from  the  first  proposition,  which  related  solely 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  made  by  the  present  Secre- 
tary    8t4te^  until  the  recognition  of  all.  the 
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ftiiiiiah  American  States  waa  propoaed  b  j  Mr. 
Monroe,  wiXL  place  this  matter  in  ita  tine  light. 

The  first  reeolation  od  the  gabjeot  of  Spanish 
Amf rica,  iDtrodnced  by  Ur.  Clay,  was  proposed 
▼bile  all  Spanish  Amerioa,  except  Bnenoa 
Ajres,  jot  owned  at  least  a  nominal  obedienoe 
to  Spain.  The  resolution  was  snooeasfoUy  re- 
sisted in  the  House  of  RepresentativeB,  on  a 
Tsrietj  of  gronnds ;  the  chief  were  tliat  it  was 
not  yet  ascertained  that  Bnenos  Ayres  oonld 
nui&tUQ  ita  independence — that  the  country 
was  distracted  by  factions;  the  power  of  Spain 
had  not  been  exerted  againat  the  rerolntionary 
Duty.  That  the  rec(^ition  would  not  be  oae- 
niltotiwl^toiots;,  our  porta  being  men  to  them 
witbmt  a  formal  acknowledgment « their  Gtov- 
«nnmit-4t  mi^t  be  ii^niiona  to  na  to  dls- 
eorer  an  nnseasoDable  ei^fenma  to  dedde  on 
fte  yet  docbtfol  qneataon  between  them  and 
Spun.  An  ol^eoUon  was  also  mgoi  to  the 
form  of  the  ^n^toaition — it  propoeed,  lilce  the 
Greek  reetdnCion  of  the  genUonan  trtm  Massa- 
chnseta,  the  approiHriation  of  money  to  pay  the 
expeoses  of  a  mission,  when  the  Premdent 
chose  to  institute  it  It  was  niged,  that  it 
Tis  not  the  doty  of  the  Honse  to  stimalatef  bnt 
to  restrain,  Execntive  patronage.  The  contest 
ccmtinaed  to  be  sostained  with  donbtAd  fortune 
in  Sonth  America,  until  the  year  1820.  In  the 
mesa  time,  our  long-protracted  ^spntes  with 
^lUB  wwe  terminated  by  the  treaty  <tf  1819 ; 
«it<^  which  grew  new  mfficnlttM  and  embar- 
msments,  aa  Spain  filled  to  ratify  it  In  the 
nesotii^  which  preceded  and  followed  that 
tr^,  no  steps  were  taken  by  the  United 
^ateatowards  recognition,  bnt  the  i^ointment 

the  Commiaaioners  to  Baenos  Ayrea  and 
Cbni,  to  collect  information  of  the  political  and 
QTil  condition  of  those  two  conntries.  The 
^isfa  Ibinaroh  was  engi^ed,  dnring  this  pe- 
nod,  in  preparation  for  formidable  effort  againat 
Um  Berolntionists  in  the  different  parts  of 
America.  A  force  of  16,000  well-organized 
troops,  mder  a  leader  of  talent,  experience,  and 
Rpidation,  waa  drawn  together  at  Oadia— 4he 
vuna  ot  tranroortation  actively  ocdleoted — a 
iMgotiition  witn  Fortogal  pressed,  to  obtdn 
npoNBsriw  of  Honte  yviao^  aa  a  luding  place 
■M  citadel  for  the  Boyal  troops.  The  ftiends 
of  Spanish  America  saw,  with  anxioas  forebod- 
ing the  gatiiering  danger.  The  Spanish  Amer- 
ioQS  were  ill  prepared  to  resist  so  formidable  a 
fi>n».  They  owed  their  escape  from  the  ex- 
pected peril  and  their  subsequent  signal  tri- 
unphs,  to  the  very  source  of  their  danger. 
Tlie  fonnidable  army  which  threatened  the  annt- 
^itioii  of  freedom  in  Spanish  America,  gave 
iRedom  to  Spanish  Europe ;  and  the  intended 
^itraments  of  despotism  were  the  champions  of 
^y.  The  imbecile  despotism  of  Ferdinand 
ahnost  withont  a  atro^e,  and  the  constitn- 
^  of  IBlft  ma  rertored.  ^fa^otism  was  called 
iniD  exile  and  tam  imprisonment,  to  preside 
over  the  morements  of  the  restored  system. 
Anwu  the  first  acts  of  the  new  Qovemment, 
Vtt  the  of      Btteoqito  to  na.- 
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nite,  by  force  <rf  arms,  the  nltra-marine  Territo- 
ry to  the  Spamah  dtamnion. 

OommiBOonera  were  ^pointed  to  ri^t  the 
American  GoTemmenta,  hear  their  complaints, 
and,  if  practieaUe,  reunite  them  under  the  con- 
stitution to  the  parent  State.  -Bolivar  and  Mo- 
rillo  celebrated  the  armistice  in  Colombia  witii 
feasts  and  K^<^oings — ate  at  the  same  table,  and 
drank  from  the  same  cup.  The  question  be- 
tween Spain  and  Spanish  America  was  entirely 
changed.  It  waa  no  longer  a  contest  between 
liber^  and  despotism,  l>etween  the  oppressing 
and  the  oppressed.  It  had  become  a  mere 
question  of  political  separation,  interesting  to 
na  and  to  the  world,  bnt  one  in  which  the  lov- 
ors  itf  liberty  might  well  feel  sympathy  for  Old 
Spain,  since  her  GoTemment  waa  more  demo- 
cratic and  free  than  titber  of  tboee  then  estab- 
lished in  her  former  dominions.  Her  oonstitn- 
tion  was  founded  on  the  acknowledged  sotw- 
eignty  of  the  peole,  established  rwresentatim 
on  the  basis  of  population,  and  o&red  to  the 
Spanish  Americans,  on  that  basis,  equ^ity  of 
rights,  commercial,  civil,  and  political.  It 
would  be  nnjost  not  to  mention  that  the  consti- 
tutional Government  was  distingaished  by 
kindness  and  justice  to  the  United  States.  Our 
imprisoned  citizens,  taken  in  arms  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Spanish  Americana,  aguost  Old  Spain, 
were  libwated — the  Florida  treaty  ratified— 4he 
commercial  code  of  Spain  ao  ohwiged  aa  to  re- 
move all  caoM  of  Just  complaint. 

It  waa  under  tliMe  dronnutanoes  Hiat  Hr. 
Clay's  leocmd  resi^ution  was  proposed,  and 
adopted  by  the  Honse  of  Representatives:  area- 
olution  expressing  a  deep  interest  for  the  suoceas 
of  the  American  provinces  struggling  to  estab- 
lish their  liberty  and  ind^ndence.  The  great 
oanse  of  liberty,  which  the  friends  of  fre^om 
throughout  the  world  anticipated  would  ^eed- 
ily  triumph  everywhere,  if  sustained  in  Spun 
and  Portugal ;  and  Italy  was  disregarded  by  the 
mover  of  this  resolution,  and  those  who  voted 
for  it,  in  their  anxiety  for  the  independence  <rf 
the  i^ghboring  Statea.  I  shall  not  be  eontrai- 
dicted  when  I  assert,  that  the  triumph  of  libw- 
ty  in  Europe  wonld  have  been,  if  not  certain, 
highly  probable,  if  a  firm  anion  had  been  effect- 
ed between  Spain,  Portngal,  and  their  American 
dominions,  and  under  free  Bepresentative  Gov- 
ernments ;  that  it  would  have  been  better  for 
the  cause  of  the  human  race  had  America  been 
reunited  to  the  peninsula  under  a  free  Govern- 
ment than  separated,  although  free,  if  the  pe- 
ninsula was  to  be  i^ain  subjected,  by  that 
event,  to  t^e  ancient  despotism.  The  efforts  of 
the  Cortes  to  induce  the  ultra-marine  Territo- 
ries to  reunite  under  the  constitution  of  1612, 
were  unsuccessM.  The  war  was  renewed,  but 
with  a  difibrent  spirit,  more  worthy  of  the 
GomlMtants.  In  Oolwnbia  the  armistice  waa 
broken  by  BoUvar.  Onr  Govamment  continued 
to  manifest  a  proper  solicitude  for  the  Spanish 
Americana,  withont  forgetting  what  was  due  to 
Spain,  free  and  In  the  midst  of  enemies.  The 
pMifj  of  the  Executive  wai^  at  every  Seswa 
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of  Congress,  fdrly  expressed,  and  on  no  oocafiion 
more  taHy  than  at  the  (^)eninff  of  the  Congress 
in  the  year  1621.  After  spefibing  of  the  stic- 
cessee  of  the  Spanish  American  Governments 
daring  the  preceding  year,  the  Fresident  says, 
in  the  Message  of  the  third  of  Dec^ber :  "It 
has  long  heea  manifM  that  it  vonid  be  impos- 
aible  for  Spain  to  redttoe  these  odtmles  by  force, 
and  eqaally  so,  that  no  condition  short  of  their 
independence  would  be  satisfactory  to  them.  It 
may  therefore  be  presumed,  and  is  earnestly 
ho]>ed,  that  the  Oovemment  of  Spain,  guided 
by  enlightened  and  liberal  oonncils,  will  find  it 
to  comport  with  its  interest^  and  dae  to  its 
magnanimity,  to  terminate  this  ezhausttng  oon- 
trorersy  on  that  basis.  To  promote  t^is  result 
by  fHendly  counsel  with  tiie  Government  of 
&Min,  will  be  the  ot^t  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Btotea."  This  language  ooald  not 
be  nuBundentood.  THeodly  oonsad  with  the 
Government  <tf  Spain,  waa  the  means  intended 
to  be  need  tot  the  accompUshment  of  the  de- 
sired result — the  termination  of  the  exhausting 
controversy  on  the  basis  of  the  Spanish  Amer- 
ican Independence.  The  Executive  stood  com- 
mitted to  Spain  to  give  tJiat  ooansel  before  any 
decisive  step  was  taken  by  ua  on  that  great 

aaestioD.  Spain  had  a  right  to  expect  it,  after 
lis  volonteered  declaration  of  the  Chief  Mag- 
istrate. How  was  this  expectation  met  t  With- 
in three  months  from  the  date  of  the  Message, 
without  any  material  change  in  ibe  state  of  uie 
oontest,  and  without  advising  with  Spain,  or, 
aa  ftr  as  I  am  Infbrmed,  even  giving  notice  ox 
mob  an  intention,  the  Freridmt,  on  the  8th  of 
Mardi,  1823,  recommended,  in  a  spedal  Mes- 
sage, Uie  recognition  o{  the  Spanish  American 
States,  and  asked  an  uipropriation  of  money  to 
enable  him  to  send  lunisters  to  them — an  in- 
atroetive  eommentai^  on  the  doctrine  of  pledges 
contained  in  Executive  messages,  the  more  In- 
structive aa  it  proceeds  from  the  author  of  them. 
Under  what  oironmstanoes  did  this  event  oo- 
oart  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  and  Colombia, 
were  still  without  constitntionB,  under  a  spe- 
cies of  military  law.  Mexico  acknowledged  the 
power  of  that  miserable  ape  of  European  des- 
pots the  Emperor  Itnrbide.  Pern  was  the  the- 
atre of  a  sangninuT  and  nnoolain  contest  We 
embraced  Imperial  Mexico  to  the  iqjury  of  con-- 
stitntiOTtal  Siwn.  Tes,  sin  in  the  hoar  of  her 
peril  this  measnre  was  adopted,  which,  how- 
ever defensible  it  may  have  been,  aa  politic  and ' 
necessary,  was  pernicious  in  its  effect  on  the 
cause  of  freedom  in  Europe.  The  constitntion- 
al  party  in  Spain  were,  at  this  period,  in  the 
most  critical  situation.  Surrounded  by  armies 
without,  and  assailed  within  by  all  the  artifices 
of  priestly  canning,  operating  upon  an  ignorant 
and  bigoted  peasantry,  they  resisted,  as  they 
had  done,  the  pressure  upon  them,  by  holding 
out  to  the  people  the  hope  of  a  reonion  of  the 
Spanish  domini<mB  under  the  Representative 
i^^stem — an  event  not  to  be  efl^cted  if  the  an- 
dent  Government  was  restored.  The  language 
cf  the  Patriots  of  tin  Owtes  was^ "  the  leonitu 
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of  all  Spain  under  a  free  Government,  or  the 
indepenaence  and  freedom  of  Ultramar.**  The 
recc^ition  of  the  independence  of  Spanish 
America,  by  the  United  States,  struck  from  the 
Spanish  Patriots  their  best  defence,  uid  the 
blow  was  mwe  fatal,  as  it  was  given  by  a  free 
Government  The  sequel  of  the  history  of  tbe 
Spanish  oonstitution  is  soon  told ;  it  fell  before 
the  united  powers  of  domestic  treachery  and 
foreign  force.  Patriotism,  and  virtue,  and  inno- 
cence, and  beauty,  were  again  driven  into  exila 
from  fair  Spain,  or  cast  into  loathsome  dun- 
geons, while  generous,  romantic,  and  heroic  val- 
or, was  dragged  on  a  hurdle,  with  every  mark 
of  indignity  bigotry  and  cruelty  conld  devise, 
to  the  place  of  public  execution.  Liberty,  fly- 
ing firom  the  fastnesses  of  Astnriaa,  has  not 
found  a  resting>place  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, yet  sUll  hovers  over  Greece,  lu»ing  to 
^scover  a  reflige  anumg  tbe  rains  of  ber  ar- 
dent tem|des. 

I  do  no^  Mr.  Glialrman,  mean  to  oensnre  the 
policy  which  has  been  pursued,  nor  to  enter 
mto  any  examination  of  it.  The  Govenmient 
has  done  what  it  believed  its  duty  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  a  duty  which  is  too  apt 
to  be  forgotten  when  we  take  the  universe  un- 
der our  care,  which  is  departed  from  when  we 
legislate  for  the  benefit  of  other  nations.  Uj 
purpose  is  answered,  if  I  have  shown  to  the 
committee  that,  in  the  recognition  of  Spanish 
America,  we  did  not  move  in  obedience  to  the 
love  of  liberty,  or  with  a  view  to  promote  tbe 
extendcoiofBeiffeaentativeGoTemmeutB.  Bad 
the  love  of  liberty  only  governed  onr  acticma, 
onr  views  should  not  have  been  confined  to 
Spanish  America,  or  to  America.  Man  is  our 
brother,  wherever  be  reside,  and  onr  fillings 
and  wishes  are  as  strong  for  his  saffering  in 
Asia,  Africa,  or  Europe,  as  in  America.  What 
then  did  we  look  to  ?  To  our  interests,  which 
required  a  separation  of  the  Spanish  American 
Governments  from  each  other  and  from  Spain. 
The  character  of  these  Governments  is  to  the 
people,  for  or  by  whom  they  are  formed,  of  the 
first  importance ;  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  of  but  a  secondary  consequenoe. 

Having  examined  what  the  Frendent  pro- 
poses, tonoUng  this  principle,  let  us  see  what 
he  proposes  on  the  other  great  subjei^  with 
which  the  principle  is  remotely  connert«d — 
the  great  subject  of  "European  interference 
with  the  domMtio  concerns  of  American  Gov- 
ernments." No  such  interferrace  is,  at  this 
moment,  dreaded  or  menaced.  Wh^  discuss 
the  propriety  or  necessity  of  our  resisting  it ! 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wkb- 
stsb)  says  it  must  be  discussed.  The  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  (Mr.  MoLai^)  says  it  moat 
not  be  discussed.  Both  gentlemen  err  in  sop- 
posing  that  there  is  any  intention  to  disciiss 
resistance,  by  the  United  States,  of  Enropean 
interference.  That  part  of  the  screw  is  already 
turned  upon  na.  On  that  pcdnt  we  stand,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Spanish  Americana,  oom- 
mitteo.  Tbe  parties,  speaking  of  our  Sxeeo- 
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tiTe  ind  the  Spaniah  American  QoTemmentB, 
IN  igreed  vfaa  it — ^we  go  to  rteuma  under 
n  invitatioii,  In  the  lingtuge  ot  the  Freeident, 
"  to  into  eonriderauim  the  metiu  <tf  radst- 
iag  intofereBoe  from  abroad  with  the  domea- 
tio  ooooenu  of  the  American  GoremmeDts. 
Id  iDoduig  to  these  meani,  it  would  obvions- 
tj  be  pramatare,  at  this  time,  to  anticipate 
that  which  ia  offered  merely  aa  matter  of 
coQsnltatioa,  or  to  proaoonoe  upon  those 
measares  which  have  been  or  majr  be  ung- 
gei^iei.'"  We  go  to  diflcaaa  means  and  meas- 
ures of  resistanoe.  We  are  held  pledged  to 
mist  Eoropean  interference  with  the  domestio 
eoQcenu  of  tiie  Spanish  American  States. 
That  the  United  States  are  not  pledged,  ia  to 
u  wdl  known.  We  can  be  pleoged  oiiy  hj 
ttntf.  But  onr  neighbors  think  we  are;  they 
let  mtdtf  this  delnnon,  and  onght  to  be  nnda- 
odred.  To  mroose  Uut  what  haa  been  done 
hj  this  and  the  former  Adndniitration  haa  im- 
poaed  DO  obligpation  t^n  na,  wonld  be  to  oom< 
nut  an  egr^ons  mistake.  What  has  been 
doae,  imposes  upon  ns  all  the  obligation  the 
Eiecntire  ooold,  by  his  own  act,  create.  I 
took  not  of  the  Mesaa^  of  1828 :  I  speak  of 
the  langoage  of  Mr.  Foinsett,  acting  mider  the 
itutjuctions  of  the  Secretary  of  State :  and  of 
that  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  writing  under 
the  eje  of  the  Pre«dent.  When  nations  speak, 
tbey  mean  somethi^,  aa  the  gentleman  from 
KasMdinaetts  (Mr.  Wbbbtbb)  haa  emphatically 
Mil  Nations  ^>eak  by  tneir  Hinisters  or 
Cbief  Uagistrates.  Oar  Minister  to  Mexioo 
Iiu  aud  to  that  Qovermnent,  we  shall  be  com- 
pelled, in  the  event  of  Ean^raan  interferenoe, 
to  taJu  the  most  active  and  efficient  part,  and 
to  bear  the  bmnt  of  the  contest.  It  is  allwod 
tbt  tills  was  done  without  iustmctions.  Sir, 
look  at  the  instmcUoDS,  you  will  find  bis  jostifi- 
citioa.  He  was  inBtract«d  that  this  det^mina- 
tWQ  to  renst  European  interference,  was  the 
li«B  of  our  policy  towards  the  American 
States,  to  urge  the  Mexican  GoTemment  to 
■'opt  the  printuples  Imd  down  in  the  Message 
of  18!3 — **  the  important  prioe^lea  of  inter- 
mtiQeatal  law."  In  the  letters  written  to 
nim,  the  Secreta^  of  State  speaks  of  the  mtia- 
•n>lS>I«  pMffe  of  Mr.  Monroe.  In  the  answer 
to  the  oflScial  eommnnication  of  Mr.  Poinsett, 
detailiag  tus  conversation  wiUi  the  Mexican 
Goverumeat,  there  is  neither  censure  of  the 
lugaaee  used  by  him,  nor  caution  to  be  more 
Kunl«d  in  fbture.  Indeed,  it  is  perfectly  clear 
tiiat  hia  conduct  met  the  approbation  of  the 
EiecDtiTe.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
<l[r-  Wkb8tkk)  thinks  that  Mr.  Poinsett's  lan- 
na^  was  too  strong,  but  that  he  put  the 
^Itwana  right  in  August  {  and  what  is  con- 
dnare  proof  that  the  MexieoDa  do  not  consider 
u  taj  fortber  pledged  to  them  than  England 
that  tlie  note  written  by  the  Mexican  Sei^ 
|V7  of  State  to  onr  Miidster  and  to  the  English 
(T^Arg^  d'AfEaires,  on  the  subject  of  the  trans- 
fer of  Cubs  to  France,  were  precisely  alike, 
liie  gentlonaa,  from  an  indiattnct  reooQeolion 
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of  dates  and  Dacts,  has  fallen  into  a  great  error. 
The  too  %tirmg  langnage  of  Mr.  Pdnsett  waa 
used  <nL  t^ie  STth  (nt  September.  The  imprea- 
don  prodoeed  by  it  ooud  not  be  Jkreotea  the 
preoMiogmmtb.  The  notes  to  Messrs.  Poin- 
sett and  Ward  were,  throtigh  the  influence  (tf 
Mr.  Ward,  at  the  tpecMl  intUmoe  ol  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, "  terbatMi  it  literatim,  the  same."  If^  in 
Angnat,  the  Mezicao  Secretary  thooriit  he  was 
antborixed  to  demand  our  interference,  what 
langnage  will  he  not  now  hold  since  the 
memorable  oonveraation  o(  September!  The 
declarations  of  our  Ministers  are  alleged  to 
have  been  mere  argument — a  simple  reference 
to  the  past,  not  committing  nor  intended  to 
commit  us  to  any  thing.  These  pretences  will 
not  serve.  Our  Minister  spoke  plunly  and 
intelligibly,  of  existing  obligation  and  fhtore 
aoti<Hi,  not  of  past  intentimi.  He  spoke  not  of 
Uie  dead  past,  bat  of  the  living  present,  and 
the  pr^ant  future.  How  will  we  escape  the 
consequence  of  the  obligation  the  Executive 
has  thus  imposed  upon  the  United  States? 
If  the  event  occurs  which  our  Minister  antici- 
pated, can  you  deny  the  existence  of  any  obligfr- 
tioB  t  Or  will  yon  hazard  the  declaration  that 
it  is  on^f  an  imperfeet  obligation  1  Or  shall 
we  find  ufety  and  honor  in  the  puerile  sophism 
of  the  Department  of  State,  which  seeks  to 
avoid  a  fur  conclusion  by  abusing  a  term? 
The  Secretary  of  State  asserts  that  Mr.  Poinsett 
referred  alone  to  a  |dedge  of  the  character  of 
that  of  Mr.  Monroe's  declaration,  a  pledge  to 
ourselves  and  to  onr  posterity."  Is  this  the 
meaning  of  Mr.  Ft^msett,  when  he  declared, 
**  what  farther  we  were  ready  to  do  in  order  to 
defend  their  (the  Mexican's)  rights  and  liber- 
ties." A  pledge  to  posterity — a  pledge  to  our- 
selvesl  Bow  strange  that  vigorous  and  prac- 
tised minds  should  resort  to  snch  defences  I 
The  existing  generation  bat  to  often  gives  a 
pledge  for  posterity,  which  posterity  is  called 
upon  to  redeem.  A  pledge  to  posterity  may 
always  be  given  with  perfeot  security.  Tho 
party  who  only  has  the  right  to  demand  the 
redemption  of  a  pledge,  is  he  to  whom  it  ii 
given.  Posterity  can  nevw  make  snch  demand 
until  the  present  Is  united  to  tJie  fiitwiv. 

Equally  safe  is  a  pledge  to  ourselves.  The 
party  holding  the  pledge  can  release  it  If  we 
ourselves  should  ever  he  so  indiscreet  as  to  call, 
at  an  inoonvenient  season^  for  the  redemption 
of  a  pledge  given  by  ourselves  to  ourselves,  we 
ourselves  can  release  ourselves  from  the  obliga- 
tion to  redeem  the  pledge  given  by  ourselves 
to  ourselves.  Oould  the  genius  of  ridicule 
itself,  by  the  use  of  words,  produce  a  more 
whimsical  confusion  of  ideas t  "The  people 
of  the  United  States  stood  pledged  to  plenty 
and  to  tbemselTea."  If  we  have  given  any 
pledge,  it  has  been  given  to  some  power  or 

Sowers,  who  hara  a  ikjht  to  hold  it,  until  re- 
eemed  by  us,  or  vomntuily  snrendered  by 
them.  Mr.  Monroe's  Message  was  nopledge, 
for  it  was  addreued  to  no  power.  What  it 
haa  beoome  in  the  hands  of  the  present  Ad> 
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ministration,  Ig  anotiier  and  distinot  inqniiy, 
into  vfaiofa  I  propose  to  enter,  after  I  nave 
endeavored  to  explain  what  that  Message  ori^- 
n^7  was.  ^Pie  drcnmstances  under  vhich  it 
was  prepared,  fiimish  the  heat  elucidation  of 
it.  After  the  euppreesion  of  free  Govemments, 
in  Piedmont,  Naples,  and  Spain,  on  the  princi- 
ples proclaimed  hy  the  Holy  Allies,  in  the  bqc- 
cessive  Congresses  of  Troppao,  Laybacb,  and 
Verona,  it  was  seriooslj  apprehended  that 
the  allied  sovereigns  wonld  extend  their  parent- 
al regards  to  this  continent.  This  apprehen- 
^on  was  the  more  reasonable,  as  the  pnndples 
npon  which  France  had  Just  acted  in  Spain, 
In  the  snppreadon  of  the  constitntionj  and  the 
restOTation  of  the  despot,  could,  with  great 
facility,  be  broogbt  to  jnstify  an  intervention 
between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colonies — an 
intervention  the  Spanish  monarch  was  in- 
formally soliciting,  and  which  was  expected 
to  become  the  topic  of  discussion,  at  least,  in 
Paris.  England,  who  had  remained  a  tran- 
quil spectator  of  the  outrages  committed  by 

'  oti^nized  and  disciplined  despotism,  in  Italy 
and  Spain,  had  too  deep  an  interest  to  remain 
silent  when  America  was  in  qnestiotu  To 
nve  decisive  effect  to  the  warning  the  British 
SCinister  had  determined  to  give  to  the  allied 
numarobs,  he  wished  as  to  Join  in  it  Our 
Uinister  to  London  was  aAed  to  make,  in  con- 
cert with  England,  a  declaration  to  the  allied 
Bovere^^  Without  instmotions,  Kr.  Bnsb 
oonld  not  accede  to  this  proposal ;  hot,  with  a 
boldness  highly  honorable  to  bis  diplomatic 
character,  he  offered  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  this  measnre,  if  Great  Britiun  wonld  place 
herself  precisely  in  the  same  position  as  the 
United  states,  by  an  acknowledgment  of  Span- 
ish American  independence.  As  Mr.  Canning 
was  not  prepared  to  co  that  length,  the  decla- 
ration was  not  made  Dy  ns.  No  donbt  (of  this, 
however,  I  speak  without  certain  authority) 
some  oflScial  commnnications  were  made  to 
the  President,  through  the  English  representa- 
tive In  Washington.  Coinciding  with  Britain 
in  the  policy  of  at  once  preventing,  by  an  im- 
mediate movement,  any  allied  interveation  in 
tiic  Spanish  contest  on  Uiis  continent,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  place  of  an  official  note  to  the  allies, 
exprrased  his  opinions  in  his  Message  to  Con- 
gress. This  coarse  was  recommended  by  two 
very  important  reasons :  we  avoided  by  it  any 
entanglement,  the  necessary  conseqaence  of 
oar  movement,  if  made  in  concert  with  another 
power ;  the  other,  and  more  decisive  considera- 
tion, was,  that,  by  a  Uecfeage  to  0(»gress, 
while  it  wonld  fully  explain  the  views  of  the 
Chief  Mi^strate,  thia  Government  would  be, 
as  to  Its  future  course,  least  committed.  What 
did  the  Message  of  1828  assert?  "That  we 
shonld  consider  any  attempt  made  by  the  Eu- 
ropean alliaDce,  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
portion  of  this  hemisphere,  as  dangerons  to 
our  peace  and  security."   That  "  we  could  not 

*  view  any  interposition  for  the  purposes  of  op- 
iveasing "  the  Spanish  American  States,  ac- 


[Afbii>  1836. 

kuowledged  by  us,  "or  otnitrtdUng,  in  ahy 
other  manner,  their  destiny,  by  any  European 
power,  in  any  other  light  than  as  the  manifes- 
tation of  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards 
the  United  States.'*  To  what  system  doei  the 
President  allude?  It  is  usually  taken  for 
granted,  that  he  alludes  to  arbitrary  GoTem- 
ment ;  that  he  considered  the  establishment  of 
such  Governments  on  any  part  of  tliis  hemis- 
phere, "  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  secu- 
rity." A  little  reflection  will  show  tliat  this 
oraiolttBion  is  erroneous.  No  President  could 
have  BO  degrading  an  o[dnlon  of  onr  Govein- 
ment,  or  m  the  peoide,  whose  will  created  it, 
and  whose  valor  wiU  rapport  it,  as  to  believe 
that  the  existence  of  a  despotic  Goyemmeot 
In  any  part  of  this  bemisphwe,  is  dangerous  to 
our  security.  He  who  acknowledged  the  iode- 
pendence  of  the  imperial  Governments  of  Don  i 
Fedro  of  BrazU,  ana  Itnrbide  of  Mexico,  with  | 
the  same  alacrity  that  he  did  the  Republican  ! 
Governments  of  Colombia,  Cbili,  and  Bnesoa 
Ayres,  certainly  did  not  entertain  such  an  | 
opinion.  To  what,  then,  did  he  allude?  Ue 
alluded  to  the  system  ratablisbed  by  the  allies, 
as  explained  at  tbeir  different  Congresses,  and 
as  acted  upon,  formerly  in  France,  and  recent- 
ly in  Italy  ana  Spain.  He  alluded  to  the  sys- 
tem of  interference,  by  an  armed  foroe^  in  the 
domestic  affairs  of  nations,  under  the  pretnt 
midntuning  or  restoring  domestic  peace, 
and  pladng  the  institutions  of  the  invaded  coun- 
try on  such  bases  as  would  afford  salutsiy 
guarantees  to  the  general  tranquillity.  Tbe 
essential  difference  between  our  system  and 
that  of  the  allies,  of  which  the  President  speaks, 
in  the  same  Message,  arises  f^om  our  asserting, 
and  uniformly  acting  on  the  prindple  on  which 
our  Government  is  erected,  that  every  people 
have  the  right  to  regulate  their  own  concerns 
in  their  own  way ;  to  live  under  such  a  Gov- 
ernment as  tiiey  may  choose  to  establish ;  to 
change  it  at  iJbeir  pleasure,  whoever  a  chancre 
is  necewai^  to  their  happiness  and  prcM^rity. 
This  principle  is  true  everywhere ;  mtt,  in  the 
maintenance  of  it  in  Europe,  we  have  but  a 
remote — in  the  mtdntenance  of  it  in  America, 
a  direct,  interest  The  law  of  self-defence  re- 
quires us  to  act,  whenever  any  combination  of 
powers — Asiatic,  African,  European,  or  Ameri- 
can— interferes  with  the  domestic  concerns  of 
the  American  States.  This  was  all  that  was 
rightfully  asserted  by  the  Message  of  1823. 
The  motive  oS  interference  does  not  enter  into 
tiie  questitm.  If  tbe  interference  was  in  a  cru- 
sade ag^nst  Uber^,  it  was  not  "  dangerous  to 
our  peace,"  but  a  direct  attack  upon  ns.  If 
the  crusade  began  at  Patagonia,  it  wonld  not 
end  at  Mexico.  If^  for  the  pnrpoaes  of  opffres- 
sitm,  to  gratify  ambition,  or  to  suBtoin  the 
sinking  cause  of  a  cmd  tyranny,  the  interfer- 
ence would  be  a  gross  wrong,  which  wo,  of 
right,  might  arm,  and  act  to  prevent  Bat 
what  effect  has  the  assertion  of  these  princi- 
ples, in  an  Executive  Message,  produced  upon 
uaf  Hasitproved  their  truthi   Thnr  truth 
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\A  never  been,  and  is  notdonbted.  Did  it 
bindiuto  Mtnpoatiwmf  Weshoidd,  In  ease 
ti  neoMrify,  have  acted  upon  fliem,  had  they 
»t  been  asMrted ;  and  we  shall  act  npon  them 
Tbenever  an  emervenoy  may  require  it,  with- 
out regard  to  the  Message ;  and  oar  mode  of 
■rtimi  will  be  precisely  the  same  as  if  the  Kea- 
EAge  never  had  been  sent  to  ns.  How  we  shidl 
Kt,  will  be  decided  by  Congress,  whose  will 
is  IS  oompletely  mifettered,  as  if  the  Uessage 
never  had  been  prepared,  or  its  author  never 
had  existed.  I  epeaJt,  sir,  of  the  Message,  nn- 
WDDected  with  tlte  ase  aubseqnentir  made  of 
it  What  it  has  now  become,  I  will  abow  to 
the  committee.  Under  tfae  plaatio  hand  of 
mother  artiat,  a  Ifoasage  ctf  a  President  to 
Cn^reaa  has  been  ooDT»ted  into  a  bond  miit* 
iiifr  onr  destiny  to  that  crif  Spanish  Amnica. 
A  dedaration,  fonnded  on  the  law  of  self-de- 
fence, has  been  changed  to  a  pledge  of  guar- 
dianship  and  protection  of  all  the  Spanish 
American  CtoTemments :  the  condemnation 
the  principles  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  into  the 
Merticm  of  the  right,  in  this  continent,  to  act 
sprai  the  same  principles.  Oan  gentlemen 
doDbt  th^  theae  changea  have  been  wronght, 
«  attempted  I  The  correspondence  with  Mexi* 
«  proves  them  beyond  dispnte.  The  last 
metamoiphoais  may  be  fonnd  in  the  instmc- 
tionsof  the  26th  of  March.  1825,  to  Mr.  Poin- 
sett. Ur.  CHay  writes:  "thepolmoal  eystema 
cf  the  two  c(nitinenta  (Enrope  and  America) 
tn  easmtiaUy  different.  Eacn  has  tiie  extdu- 
fire  right  to  Jndge  fi>r  itself  what  is  hest  suited 
to  it3  own  conditioD,  and  most  likely  to  pro- 
mote its  happiness ;  bat  neither  has  a  ri^t  to 
eEifurce  upon  the  other  the  establialunent  of 
iis  pecoiiar  system.*' 

Vow,  sir,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  here  is  the 
■chiowledgment  of  the  right  of  the  allied 
■oyereigns  to  do  all  that  has  been  done  by  them 
in  Europe,  and  the  assertion  of  the  right  of  any 
American  alliance  to  do  what  it  pleases  on 
thia  continent  The  exdodre  continental  right 
of  Fi^julating  its  own  system,  oan  only  be  exu*- 
OMd  by  the  {nstmmentality  of  the  nower  (tf 
tie  great  nations  occnpying  it.  The  Holy  Al- 
U«  have  done  no  more  than  proclaim  and  act 
WW  this  doctrine,  in  Eorope.  Are  we  to  copy 
ueir  detestable  example  here  f  The  principle 
fc*rted  is  eqnally  false,  applied  to  either  conti- 
Mit;  and  eqnuly  fiilse,  however  pnre  th4 
notive  of  its  application.  Its  apparent  plansi- 
lAitf  arises  from  assnming  that  to  be  tme  of  a 
*wrtinent,  occnpied  hy  many  nations,  which  is 
tnte  of  each  nation  that  oconpies  it.  Every 
Mitfn  has  the  exclaeave  right  to  jndge  for  itself 
vhatiabeataaltedto  its  own  condition.  Any 
vuerferenoe  with  that  rights  is  equally  deteet- 
iUe  ia  principle,  whether  made  by  powers 
Mcupyii^  the  same  or  a  different  continent. 
So  continent  has  a  right  to  prescribe  to  the 
nations  composing  it  any  regolation  whatsoever 
of  ita  internal  affiurs.  Connected  with  the 
proposed  Mission  to  Panama,  with  the  charac- 
ter of  the  assemUy  of  natiMis  which  ia  to  meet 


there,  and  th»-pecaliar  stipnlation  of  the  trea- 
ties formed  tonching  the  powers,  or  rather  ob- 
jects, of  that  assembly,  tnis  attempt  to  intro- 
duce this  new  term  of  hUer-eontinrntal  riehta 
into  the  code  of  naticmal  law,  is  ominons  of  the 
intentions  of  otir' present  Palinnnis.  It  iato 
concert  means  of  resisting  Enropean  interfer- 
ence ;  these  being  considered  as  the  principles 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  Message,  that  we  have  been 
invited,  and  have  consented  to  go  to  Panama. 
We  go  not  to  nndeceive  them ;  not  to  explun 
to  them  tiieir  mistake,  in  supposing  ns  pledged 
to  any  effbrts  for  the  defence  of  their  rights ; 
but  to  discnss  the  qaestion  of  means,  as  if  the 
pledge  existed  in  its  fiill  force,  as  presented  to 
MexToo,  by  onr  Miiuster.  Snppoalng  no  trea^ 
engagement  is  made^  what  wul  be  the  effect 
of  anirmal  discoasion,  uidafimnal  agreement 
recorded  in  the  protocols  of  the  AsBemhlyt 
Bnt  the  President  does  not  tell  na  that  he  wOl 
not  make  a  treaty.  He  says  '*  a  joint  declara^ 
tion  of  the  character  of  the  ohtrosive  interfer- 
ence from  abroad,  and  the  exposure  of  it  to  the 
world,  may  be,  probably,  all  the  occaaon 
would  require.  Whether  the  United  States 
should  or  should  not  be  parties  to  such  a  dec- 
laration, may  Justly  form  a  part  of  the  delibera- 
tion." This  declvation  will  he  signed  by  our 
Ministers,  if  tiiey  think  it  expement  That 
they  will  be  pressed  to  join  In  it,  oansot  be 
doubted,  when  we  reflect  on  the  sitnatlon  of 
the  Sonth  American  States.  What  wOl  be  the 
^eot  of  such  a  joint  cbclaration,  to  which  we 
become  parties,  abont  which  we  shall  not  be 
consulted,  nor  will  the  Senate  be  asked  toe 
their  advice?  Will  we  not  stand  still  more 
deeply  involved  than  we  now  are  ?  Am  I  not 
instifled  by  this  examination  of  this  subject,  in 
believing  that  the  public  interest  requires  no 
negotiation  at  Panama  respecting  it?  It  is  not 
necessary  to  diBcoas  how  we  sh^  exercise  onr 
discretion,  when  the  lawless  intervention  of 
any  power,  Enropean  or  American,  in  the 
domestic  concerns  of  a  neighboring  State,  shall 
impose  npon  as  the  necessity  to  act  Instead 

disonssing  the  propriety  of  onr  uniting  in  a 
declaration,  onr  ADnisters  should  go  to  extri- 
cate ns  from  the  embarrassments  created  by 
the  imprudent  diplomatic  and  Executive  decla- 
rations already  made;  with  orders  to  with- 
draw us  from  the  eddy,  not  with  the  power  to 
plunge  us  Btill  deeper  into  the  vortex  of  im- 
plied plei^s  to  defend  Spanish  American 
rights  and  liberties. 

We  mast  not  forget.  TSx.  Ohalrman,  that  the 
language  of  the  Pre^dent  does  not  exclude  the 
idea  of  forming  a  treaty  on  this,  as  well  as  on 
the  other  baeisof  the  American  system — coloni- 
zation. Goindding  witii  the  President,  as  th^ 
suppose,  honorable  gentlemen  tell  ns  that  wa 
mast  have  Repnblios  on  this  dde  the  Atlantic^ 
We  mutt  have  Bepvhlie$.  How  must  we  eatab< 
Ush  them  ?  Our  own  Rq>nbUo  exists  by  popu- 
lar will.  Our  will  cannot  control  our  neigh- 
bors, nnleas  enforced  by  our  power.  Do  we 
mean  to  force  our  Amerloan  neighbcmi  to  be 
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free,  contrary  to  their  wishes  t  Gentlemen^ 
in  their  infinite  love  of  free  Lostitutions,  abandon 
the  first  principles  of  onr  own  institutions,  and 
are  prepared  to  imitate  those  alliances  which 
they,  at  the  same  moment,  otmdemn.  Keither 
religion  nor  litierty  can  be,  en  just  principles, 
propagated  by  the  sword.  These  same  gentle- 
men, while  they  toin  our  committee  in  echoing 
the  opinions  of  uie  President,  that  "great  po- 
litical interests  will  be  discnssed  at  Panama," 
that  the  dedsions  of  onr  Ifimsten  "  will  act 
on  us"  politioaUy,  also  pro&aa  themselves  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  no  entangUiU'  alliaaces  are 
Intended,  or  likely  to  arise  out  of  tJ^e  proposed 
mission.  While  I  consider  these  opinions  de- 
lunve,  I  ask  gentlemen  who  entertun  them — to 
explain  how  their  intentions  can  be  accom- 
ptished,how  our  political  interests  are  to  be 
ffoarded,  without  treaties  with  those  whose 
decisions  are  so  important  to  us,  and  upon 
those  points  eq>eoially  which  touch  our  politi- 
cal  interests  t  Snoh  treaties  will  necessarily 
expose  the  destiny  of  onr  oonntiy  to  the  dis- 
oretioa  of  other  nations.  Every  alliance  ii^  in 
my  Jadgment,  mtangling,  whidi  places  our 
peaoe  on  the  dlaoretion  or  moTonents  of  any 
other  Government,  whe^er  we  are  to  play 
the  part  of  guardians,  allies,  or  auxiliaries. 
The  President,  and  the  honorable  members 
this  House  who  iostiiy  Ids  course,  with  one 
breatii,  deny  the  danger  of  entan^ngalHances, 
and,  in  the  next,  argue  that  they  are  inevi- 
table. 

Sir,  on  this  sulject  of  the  fbnn  of  the  Gov- 
ernments on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  no  error 
more  fatal  to  the  future  prosperity  of  this  peo- 
ple could  be  committed  than  that  of  believing 
that  our  interests  require  ns  to  act  on  different 
ivindples  than  those  which  have  nmally,  if  not 
alvi^B,  regnUtted  onr  GoTemmokt.  In  the 
fonns  of  the  GovemmeDta  ftf  ottier  nati«mi  ve 
have  no  right  to  interfere ;  and  it  is  indlffiuv 
ent  where  those  nations  live,  AmerioBjAfrica, 
Asia,  Europe,  are  to  us  the  same.  We  will 
that  oar  Govraimient  shall  be  free.  LcA  other 
nations  exercise  their  will.  If  wisely,  in  copy- 
ing our  institutions,  and  conforming  to  our 

{>nnciples,  they  will  secure  their  own  prosper- 
ty  and  our  respect ;  if  madly,  in  copying  the 
follies  of  the  Hebrews,  who  were  discontented 
without  8  king,  let  them  suffer  the  appropriate 
penalty.  The  gratification  of  their  wishee  will 
Dring  with  it  ^e  panishment  &a  thdr  absurd- 
ity. The  very  dangerons  ideas  of  onr  duaf 
luffistrates,  tooohing  oar  ftiture  interoonrse 
with  the  Govermnenta  of  this  continent,  is 
forcibly  illostrated  by  referring  to  anotiier 
subject  proposed  to  be  submitted  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Ministmi  who  are  to  go  to  Panama 
— ^Religion.  A  subject  the  immortal  authors 
of  our  oonstitation  woold  not  permit  os  to 
touch,  is  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  instmotionB 
of  our  Chief  Magistrate  to  this  new  mission. 
I  will  not  take  the  p^ns  to  point  out  the 
ohuige  in  the  mind  of  me  President,  as  exhibit- 
ed in  hia  Ufissi^e  to  OS  and  to  the  Senate^  nor 


to  dwell  on  the  fact  that  all  the  wishes  of  the 
Freudent,  as  expressed  in  the  Message  to  ni^ 
have  been  already  accomplished,  as  r^^ardi 
those  American  Governments  with  whom  w« 
have  already  formed  treaties,  and  that  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  other  Gkivemmente  does 
not  show  the  smallest  probablity  of  any  diffi- 
culty of  succeeding  to  the  same  extent  with 
those  with  whom  we  are  yet  n^otiating ;  but 
I  deem  It  important  to  press  on  the  Attentioa 
of  the  committee  that  onr  Chief  Mapstrates 
have  ecHuridered  it  "as  anumg  the  dutzes  de- 
volved upon  us,  in  the  formation  of  our  fbtura 
relations  witii  our  Bonthem  neighb<H«,  to  ose 
all  the  moral  influence  which  we  can  exercise, 
whether  of  example,  friendly  oounself  or  of 
persuasion,"  to  establish  civil  and  rdigions 
liberty  among  them. 

I  confess  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  was 
not  prepared  to  expect  a  denundati<Hi  of  pri- 
vateering from  Mauachusetts ;  and  when  I  look 
at  the  incidents  of  the  Revolution  and  the 
late  war,  I  am  filled  with  wonder  that  any  pol- 
itidan  of  our  country  shonld  dedre  to  see  it 
formally  denonnoed  by  an  assembly  of  national 
Of  the  fifteen  hundred  vessels  taken  from  Grest 
^tain  dnring  the  late  ocmtest,  balancing  the 
account  of  her  plunder  of  onr  dtizens  on  the 
ocean,  how  many  were  captured  by  public 
armed  ships  f  1  ^ould  be  happy  to  hear  a  ftir 
explanation  irom  the  gentieman  from  Ifasachn- 
setts,  (Mr.  Wbbbtxb,)  who  has  addressed  us  on 
this  subject  of  the  difference,  on  moral  princi- 
ples, of  capturing  the  private  property  of  an  en- 
emy on  the  ocean  by  commissioned  public  ves- 
sels of  war,  and  oommiBsioaed  private  vessda 
of  war. 

[Mr.  Wbbsikb  said  he  had  ^ven  no  opiniiHL] 
Tme,  sir,  Hie  gentleman  gave  ns  no  t^inicn; 
he  gave  as  an  aEgnment  in  defence  of  the  Ftes- 
ident's  opinion,  who  "cannot  exaggcnto  lo 
himsdf  the  oimiding  glory  with  wiuch  the 
United  States  will  go  forth  in  the  memory  of 
future  ages,"  if^  throng  our  moral  influence^ 
the  Bouui  American  States  abolish  private  war 
on  the  ocean. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  confess,  without  heutation, 
that  I  am  unwilling  to  surrender.thia  powerfol 
instrument  of  offensive  defence ;  and  what  I  &m 
unwilling  to  surrender  to  a  powerful  maritime 
State  I  ^oold  be  ashamed  to  ask  of  our  feeble 
neighbors.  Nor  can  I  leave  this  subject  with* 
out  protesting  against  the  iqjustiee  of  the  dia- 
tinctioD  made  between  a  force  prntared  by  the 
resources  of  the  Government  and  that  prepared 
by  individnal  enterprise,  ocmtrolled  and  direct- 
ed public  law.  As  much  eallantry,  hero- 
ism, courtesy,  and  patriotism^  nave  been  dis- 
played on  the  decks  of  our  privateers,  as  havft 
ever  been  exhibited,  except  on  the  de<^s  of  oor 
own  public  ships  of  war.  That  England,  with 
her  swarms  of smallpablio  vessels  of  war,  com- 
manded by  petty  officers,  who  have  enriched 
themsdves  by  preying  upon  belligerent  and 
neutral  commerce,  shonld  inveigh  agunst  the 
use  q£  privateers,  is  uatoral  and  apprc^riste; 
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thit  there  should  be  oonverta  to  her  doctrines 
in  dug  coantry  i«  to  be  deeply  regretted.  The 
pKeident,  howeTer,  is  not  sangnine  in  hiB  hopes 
t£  eStetfng  so  modi  as  the  aS(^tioa  of  priTate 
Tir  m  Un  ooua,  at  PuianuL  He  beueres  it 
Tin  be  praoti(»ble  to  establish  tiie  principle 
that  the  frigidly  fia^  shall  cover  &e  cai^. 
The  rule  that  free  ships  make  free  goods  has 
been  diseossed  for  centuries ;  after  various  ef- 
foru,  the  mle  of  maritime  war,  as  it  at  present 
oiitd,  that  enemies*  goods,  tmder  a  mmid's 
flag,  was  prize  of  war,  and  a  friend's  goods,  un- 
der SB  enemy's  fla^  not  prize  of  war,  has  been 
quietly  sdopted.  For  the  seonrity  of  the  prop- 
erty of  oar  citizens,  it  is  practically  snfficient. 
The  recarrence  to  the  disputed  doctrine  can 
only  be  important  to  the  owriers  of  the  ca^oee 
d  be^erents,  and  to  the  feeble  marUhne  pow- 
m  who  mar  be  engaoed  In  war.  Maritime 
strength  wiU  not  admit  the  mle;  maritime 
Teakoess  willingly  adopts  it.  What  does  oar 
Chi&f  Uaristrate  propose!  To  compel  the 
powerfol  by  combining  together  the  feeble 
States!  No,  sir,  he  proposes  to  adopt  the 
principle  as  applicable  only  to  those  wno  ad- 
mit it.  In  a  former  diBonasion,  I  took  oooasion 
to  show  that  the  stipulation  to  that  extent  al- 
ready made  with  Colombia,  might  lead  to  great 
embamasmenta  with  Spain,  with  whom  we 
hsTe  a  rimilar  ttipolation.  I  wiU  not  repeat 
That  I  then  nivM,  preferring  to  rely  on  the 
Rcolleetion  tff  t He  committee. 

The  ba^  of  oar  rdations  with  Ha^  osimot 
he  ebsDged,  unless,  indeed,  the  anticipations  of 
0!ir  fister  Republic  of  Colombia  should  be  re- 
iliied.  snd  other  parts  of  our  hemisphere  should 
he  ia  lite  eirewrutanea.  And  what,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, does  our  Ezeeutire  say  on  this  proposition 
to  discuss  the  basis  on  which  our  relations  with 
Hijtl  ahall  he  placed  ?  He  thinks  it  may  be  a 
fioestion  of  preliminary  advisement,  whether 
tDepolitioal  condition  tut  JIajH  be  brought  at 
an  mto  discussion.  •  Aware,  however,  by  the 
official  notice  from  the  Colombian  Minister, 
^  the  qvestlfm  of  Hayti  is  to  be  not  <Hily  dis- 
nMd,  but  determined,  the  President  proceeds 
to  inmrn  na  that  our  Ministers  will  be  instructed 
to  present  certain  views  to  the  assembly,  and, 
jf  tM7  are  not  concurred  in,  to  decline  aooed- 
iog  to  any  arrangement  which  may  he  proposed 
OS  different  principles.  What  views  are  these? 
rb«  Hsytiens  hold  a  nominal  sovereignty,  by 
the  grant  of  a  foreign  prince,  under  conditions 
(^valent  to  a  concession  by  them  of  ezdnsive 
ntnmercial  advantages  to  the  subjects  of  that 
ftisce.  This  statement  is  not  now  true ;  the 
B»jtieDs  refuse  to  hold  their  independence  as 
the  bom  firom  France — what  else  is  to  be  nrged 

our  Mbusters  t  "  There  are  certain 
it-ttua  in  the  poUtieal  oondition  of  that  island, 
Thich  have  kid^to  forbidden  our  acknowl- 
edgment of  its  independence."  I  trust,  rir,  by 
ttii>  declaration,  the  President  does  not  mean 
to  intimate  that  these  oircnmstanoee  are  not 
^rtafter  to  prevent  tixat  acknowledgment.  I 
take  it  for  granted,  that  he  is  sot  eo  lost  to  bia 


dnty — ^why,  then,  should  these  views  be  pre- 
sented to  the  assembly  at  Panama  ?  If  I  un- 
derstand  the  object,  it  is  to  toKtue  the  United 
Btotea  for  their  ulibwality  in  dediidng  to  accede 
to  the  arran^emmt,  whidi  will  oertainly  be  pro- 
posed on  different  principles.  I  trusL  sir,  we 
shall  not  be  thns  degraded.  I  shoold,  I  con- 
fess see  with  dread,  the  painftiltaak  of  thus  de- 
fending the  United  States,  imposed  upon  tlu 
President  of  an  Abolition  Society.  As  the  Exec- 
utive does  not  propose  to  form  an  agreement, 
ail  discnssion  is  useless ;  whatever  may  be  his 
intentions,  no  treaty  can  be  ratified  which  pro- 
poses to  change  the  "  basis  of  our  relations  with 
Hayti,  or  any  other  part  of  our  hemisphere, 
which  may  hereafter  be  in  like  circumstances." 
With  the  movements  of  the  nd^boring  nationa 
towards  Hayti,  we  have  no  oonoeni.  Let  fhem 
aot.  Southern  feding^  pr^adioe,  if  gentlemen 
prefsr  the  term,  sbonld  prevent  our  Ezeontive 
n-om  naming  this  topic  In  any  assembly  oi  na- 
tions. 

The  great  object  of  the  Mission  to  Panama  ia 

?et  to  be  considered ;  the  destiny  of  Cuba  and 
'orto  Rico  is  also  to  be  fixed  at  the  Isthmus. 
Whatever  may  be  oar  wishes,  no  one  proposes 
we  shall  negotiate  treaties  with  the  imierioan 
States  relative  to  these  islands.  Eemonstrance, 
advice,  nay,  a  treaty  cannot  be  neoessai?*  For 
the  defence  of  my  amendment,  the  admiadon 
made  by  gentlemen  would  he  raffiotonL  bnt 
this  branch  of  the  disensrion  la  too  mter- 
esting  to  be  lightly  touohed.  I  would,  then, 
inquire  upon  what  principle  it  is  that  the  names 
of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  are  Joined  together, 
by  the  Administration,  and  by  the  advocates  of 
this  mission?  The  fate  of  Porto  Rico,  lying 
beyond  Hayti,  more  than  a  thousand  miles  m>m 
the  Cape  of  Florida,  is  but  littie  more  interest- 
ing to  us  than  that  of  any  of  the  leeward  isl- 
ands. It  cannot,  into  whatever  hands  it  may 
pass,  be  a  source  of  serious  danger  to  the  Onited 
States ;  and  yet,  sir,  it  seems  to  be  oonsidered 
in  the  same  Ught  as  Cuba,  lying  in  fhmt  oi  oar 
toritcnr,  witUn  a  day's  sail  of  oar  moat  ex* 
posed  mmtier,  and  in  Hie  ooitre  of  the  Gulf 
ofMezioo.  The  law  of  self-preservation  com- 
pels 08  to  watch  with  anxiety  over  the  desl^j 
of  Cuba ;  with  that  of  Porto  Rico  we  have  no 
greater  interests  that  we  have  in  the  destiny  of 
uie  West  India  islands — not,  in  fact,  as  deep 
an  interest  as  we  have  in  the  fote  of  Jamtuca. 
Confining  my  remarks  to  Cuba,  I  ask  gentle- 
men upon  what  ground  it  is  that  they  expect 
we  shall  assist  In  the  discussion  of  tiie  ques- 
tion of  Cuba  at  Panama  ?  It  is  strictiy  a  bel- 
ligerent question.  Our  Miiustera  will  l>e  told, 
"  by  the  tenns  of  the  invitation  to  yonr  Gov- 
enunent,  and  its  acoeptanoe,  this  is  a  matter  on 
which  yon  cannot  be  heard."  If  deference  to 
our  Government  should  induoe  the  assembly 
to  waive  this  exception,  what  can  your  Minis- 
ters say !  If  you  take  Cuba  from  Spain,  yon 
endanger  the  Southern  States.  What  will  be 
the  answer.  ?  Cnba,  in  the  hands  of  Sp^n,  is, 
and  ever  will  be^  tlie  sonroe  of  infinite  evil  to 
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118 ;  her  po«eBrion  of  it  is  inoompitible  with 
oar  Beonrity^  and  independenoo.  Will  ycmr 
ICiniBterB  he  inBtmeted  to  teD  them,  yon  shall 
not  tonch  Onbal  Will  the  law  of  B^-preeer- 
TatioD  justify  this  intervention  between  the 
belligerents,  anthorize  as  to  demand  a  restric- 
Mon  of  the  rights  of  lawfhl  war  ?  Our  danger 
from  this  source  is  remote,  unhappily  bat  too 
probable,  yet  still  cootLngent  The  danger  of 
the  Spanish  Americana  is  immediate  and  press- 
ing. Mr.  Ohairman,  it  is  important  to  tiie  char- 
acter of  oar  GoTemment,  that,  on  this  salject, 
we  shoald  make  no  pretensions  which  are  not 
■trictiy  joat  in  tbemaelvee,  and  which  we  are 
not  i»e|Mred,  at  erery  hazard,  to  sastun.  The 
contest  with  Bp^  never  wOl  be  brought  to  an 
Mid,  if  Oaba  u  not  wrested  from  her  by  the 
Spanish  Americans.  It  afibrda  rerenae  to  her 
exhaasted  Treasory,  reftage  to  her  beaten 
troops,  refreshment  and  seoarity  to  her  wea- 
ried mariners.  It  is  the  jangle  in  which  the 
Boyal  Tiger  hides  himself,  that  he  may  spring, 
unawares,  upon  his  onsDspeoting  prer.  The 
people  of  the  island  are  nnder  a  grinding  des- 
potism, from  which  they  long  tnnoe  wonld  have 
aonght  to  free  themselves,  bat  from  the  pecali- 
arity  of  their  sitaation.  They  dare  not  strike 
.  ibr  freedom,  withoat  promiaoe  of  aarfalance  and 
protection,  wbicb  no  nentral  natiw  ean  dve, 
withoat  a  vidation  of  the  at^owledged  laws 
of  national  morally.  Shall  we  say,  then,  to 
the  Governments  of  Spanish  America,  who 
have  the  right  to  drive  the  tiger  fnxa  his  hid- 
ing place,  and  free  their  brethren  fn»n  tyranny 
aiul  oppresion,  Wince  not ;  suffer  patientiy  the 
inesent,  endure  with  fortitade  the  fatare  dan- 
ger; give  not  freedom  to  yoor  fellows;  it  is 
incompatible  with  onr  interests,  and  'may  en- 
danger onr  tranqnilhty  I  I  envy  no  man's  fate, 
who  bears  instinctions  to  hold  sach  langnage 
oa  Cratinoit  ot  Isthmna.  I  diall  fbel  ^pTy 
hnmiUated,  as  an  American.  If  snoh  injections 
are  evor  jpvan  hy  a  FreMdant  of  th«  United 
Btates.  The  destiny  of  Oaba  ifltne  of  the  most 
diffioolt  politieal  proUema  the  present  time. 
I  wish  it  to  Temun  In  Uie  lumda  d  Spain,  or 
■ome  powor  stnmg  enoogh  to  preserve  its 
intenitu  tranqniUit^,  and  yet  too  feeble  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  commerce  of  the  Galf  of  Kex- 
too.  This  desire  is,  I  trast,  ezoasable ;  bat  an 
active  effort  to  seonre  to  Spain  her  draninions, 
wonld  becriminaL  While  we  proclaim onrselves 
the  frirads  of  Spanish  American  liberty,  we  can- 
not, withont  the  basest  selfishness,  seek  to  con- 
demn Oaba  to  eternal  ^verr.  The  organic  laws 
of  Colombia  and  Ifozioo  render  it  impossi  ble  that 
the  inhabitants  ct  Cuba  ahoold  willingly  nnite 
their  destiny  to  eitiier  Government;  yet  the 

S^t  of  these  two  Oovemmenta  to  oonaaw  the 
and  cannot  be  dispated — the  means  of  effect- 
ing the  conqnest  are  insnrrection  and  massacre 
—withoat  a  resort  to  these,  flie  efforts  of  the 
oombmed  GoTCmmeata  will  probaUy  be  insof- 
ficiont. 

What  shall  we  do,  sir!   Our  duty  to  them 
■nd  to  ooraelTes  pt^nts  to  cor  oonraa.  Give 


them  plainly  to  nnderstand  that  we  win  not 
mtter  the  scenes  of  St  Domingo  to  be  a^ed  in 
Oaba.  That,  while  we  do  not  interfere  in  any 
manner,  to  ctmtrol  the  exercise  of  the  rights  o( 
war,  we  should  act  effectively  on  the  uw  c£ 
self-preservation,  the  moment  their  movemeuft 
in  Cnba  diould  make  it  necessary.  To  meet 
this  contingiNicy,  immediate  preparation  should 
be  made.  HonoraUe  genUemen  of  this  Hoii» 
think,  however,  that  all  that  is  proper  has  been 
done,  or  will  be  done,  at  Panama.  Wilt  these 
gentlemen  reflect  for  a  few  momenta  on  tlw 
extraordinary  drcomstanoes  onder  which  we 
are  to  present  ooraelves  at  this  assembly  of  na- 
tions? We,  the  freest  nati(m  aa  the  ^ob^ 
profesnng  to  be  at  the  head,  at  least,  of  the 
American  States,  go  to  Panama  under  the  ans- 
pioes  of  the  Holy  Alliance — we  go  with  our 
neat  and  magnanimoos  fricoid,  the  Emperor  of 
Bnsria,  to  sapport  us,  whose  interventiai  lias 
been  invoked  by  onr  Executive  in  the  name  of 
benevolence,  and  to  maintain  Intimacy.  Here- 
tofore, daring  every  change  of  the  varying  coa- 
test,  we  have  refnuned  from  interfering  oar- 
selvee,  and  protested  against  the  interfermee 
of  other  powers,  especially  the  Holy  Alliance; 
but  now,  sir,  when  the  doounion  of  Spain  is 
lost  tm  the  continent,  she  herself^  almost  at  tha 
ibet  of  her  former  eolonieft— now,  we  interfen 
to  preserve  her ;  we  invoke  the  head  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  to  use  his  inflncnoe  with  one  of 
the  League,  holding  out  to  her  hopes  the  fair 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  ana  promising 
the  preservation  to  her  of  these  last  relics 
her  American  despotdam.  How  could  the  Em- 
peror resist  our  seducing  call  V  He  promises  to 
consult  his  Allies;  but  mark,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  condition  of  this  promise.  Until  Spmn's 
ulterior  views  are  positively  ascertained,  with 
regard  to  her  American  possesnoni^  and  her 
decision  upon  the  propoation  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  opmion  <tf  her  AUiea,  on  the 
same  snWeet,  are  silso  k^own,  Rnsda  cannot 
give  a  definite  answer,  &  the  meanwhile,  she 
IS  pleased  to  hope  tha  United  States  will  use 
tfaetr  inflawce  in  defeating^  aa  far  as  may 
be  in  their  poww,  every  enterprise  i^ainst 
these  islands,  Ac,  &o.  Oar  influence  u  ex- 
pected to  be  used,  yon  see,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
defeat  every  enterprise  against  Cnba  and  Porto 
Rioo^  and  we  go  to  Panama,  as  I  solemnly  be- 
lieve, to  avoid  the  reeponfflbility  thus  most 
wanttmly  and  idly  incurred.  It  will  not  es- 
cape the  most  casual  observw,  that  we  have 
given  to  Spain  a  powerfal  motive  for  adhering 
to  her  osnal  policy  of  delay.  Until  she  deodea 
on  the  question  presented  by  llie  United  Staw^ 
our  influraoe  and  tiiat  of  the  whole  alliance  <» 
the  Holy  Powers  is  to  be  exerted  to  prevent 
any  change  in  the  present  ccmdition  of  Coba 
and  Porto  Rico.  How,  sir,  are  we  to  eectpe 
the  toils  into  which  the  Executive  has  contrived 
to  wind  himself?  It  is  apparent  that  he  feels 
the  net  around  him,  and  henoe  arises  the  differ- 
ence in  the  language  (rf  the  flrst  letter  to  Mr. 
Middleton,  invc^dng  the  Imperial  bttievokoce 
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snd  of  the  answer  to  Mr.  Uiddleton's  letter, 
aimoimciiig  that  the  Emperor  was  disposed  to 
diov  his  benevolence,  and  to  maintain  le^ti- 
Ktej.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  MiMa- 
ehoseu  (Mr.  Webstkb)  mistakes  entirely,  when 
he  snppoees  that  the  contradictory  Ihngnage  of 
our  Secretary  of  State,  is  firnnd  in  his  letters 
to  Rasna  and  the  Sonth  Amerioan  Govern- 
ments.  So  far  as  we  are  informed,  there  has 
been  no  oommauication  to  oar  sister  Repnblics 
(HL  the  important  qnestion  of  Onba,  except  the 
aannaeiatKHi  of  onr  friendly  eStorts  with  the 
Boly  AilioDM,  and  the  soggestioa  tiiat  fbe  su»- 
peoHOQ  of  all  atempta  on  the  Uoiids  of  Onba 
ud  Porto  Rioo,  wonld  hire  a  Mlatary  infla- 
«ice  on  the  grMt  work  of  peaoe  a  snspen- 
liuD  dae  to  tiie  enlightened  intentions  of  the 
Emperor  Rnasia,  npon  whom  it  conld  not 
iiil  to  have  the  happiest  eflfeet." 

If  the  glaring  inctmaistency  of  oar  conduct 
does  not  bring  repnMK^es  npon  onr  Ministers, 
vbat  answer  will  they  make  if^  in  the  discns- 
noD  of  this  sat^ect,  some  wily  Colombian  or 
Keiicaa  quotes  these  words  from  the  letter  of 
our  Secretary  of  State  t  "  The  President  can- 
aot  Bee  any  josUfiable  groond  on  which  we  (the 
United  States)  can  fonribl^  interfere.  Upon 
the  hypodmie  of  ao  unnecessary  protraction  of 
the  war,  imputable  to  Sp^  it  is  dear  that 
Caba  will  he  her  only  pc^t  ^oppui^  in  this  bem- 
iq^bere.  How  can  we  interpose,  on  that  snp- 
poMtioD,  agunst  the  pu*ty  clearly  having  right 
en  bis  in  order  to  restrain  or  defeat  a  law- 
(ill  operation  of  war  f "  Oar  lOnisters  might 
have  urged  the  dangers  of  insnrrection  and  des- 
oUtiui,  had  not  onr  most  adroit  statesman  con- 
trired  to  deprive  them  of  this  reaooroe.  Hear, 
cir,  That  baa  been  announced  to  the  world, 
thit  wiUi  which  our  neighbors  will  not  fail  to 
ekue  the  mouths  of  our  IGoisters :  *'  If  the  war 
tgumt  these  i^ands  should  be  conducted  by 
weae  Bepaldioe  in  a  desolating  manner — if^  con- 
truy  to  aU  expectation,  they  should  put  arms 
into  the  hands  <si  cme  race  inhabitants  to  de- 
■troy  the  lives  of  the  other^^  in  short,  tiiey 
Aoatd  countenance  and  encourage  exoessra  and 
ciimplea,  the  oonta^on  of  which,  from  oar 
neizhborfaood,  would  be  dangerous  to  our  quiet 
anu  safety — the  Government  of  the  United 
States  might  feel  [yes,  sir,  might  feel,  are  the 
words ;  it  seems  to  be  doabted  even  in  that 
n«]  itself  called  upon  to  interpose  its  power. 
But  it  is  not  apprenended  that  any  of  these 
contingencies  wiU  arise ;  and,  oonsequently,  it 
iiDUMt  tmbable  that  the  United  States,  should 
the  war  continue,  will  remain  hereafter,  as 
tbey  have  been  heretofore,  neutral  observers  of 
U»  progress  of  Its  events."  If  none  of  these 
ttmtingwicies  are  apprehended,  what  business 
lUive  we  to  discuss  the  qaestion?  Whether 
ttiey  are  or  not,  this  offiinat  declaration  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  is  a  conclusive  answer  to 
tBy  remonstrance  we  can  make,  and,  if  accom- 
psiued  by  the  assurance  that  the  intention  of 
^  Suttth  Americans  is  to  make  Ouba  an  inde- 
iwdcafcBtat^  will  leave  as  vithont  a  deosnt 
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pretext  to  press  the  sabject.  The  Administra^ 
tion  seems  to  think  Cuba  is  incapable  of  mun- 
taining  its  independence.  Why?  It  is  near- 
ly as  large  as  England,  and  capable  of  sustain- 
ing as  dense  a  population.  If  now  too  feeble 
to  sustun  its  independence,  by  its  own  efTorta, 
it  may  be  uded  by  those  powers  who  are  so 
dedpy  interested  in  its  fate :  under  a  free  Gov- 
ernment, it  will  soon  acquire  competent  strength. 

Buppcwe,  Hr.  Ohairman,  the  assembly  at 
Pamuna,  in  their  anxious  desire  to  gratify  ua, 
and  to  produce  the  "  happiest  effect  upon  our 
great  aUy,  ^e  Emperor  of  Russia,"  and)  with  a 
proper  reeard  to  "  his  enlightened  intentions,** 
dioiild  address  tiiemsdves In  terms  like  these 
to  the  United  States :  We  will  snapend  all  at- 
tempts on  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  on  the  condi- 
tion that  you  prevent  Spain  from  making  nse 
of  either  of  them  to  our  annoyance.  Thia 
proposition  is  £^r  and  reasonable:  What  an- 
swer can  we  give!  There  is  bat  one.  We 
cannot  juatiy  do  so ;  nor  can  we  jastiy,  except 
in  the  manner  I  have  indicated,  inteifere  with 
their  enterprises  against  Cuba.  Porto  Rico  is 
too  distant  so  far  to  affect,  as  to  authorize  us  to 
act  nnder  the  law  of  necessary  self-preservation. 

The  Executive  must  look  at  this  aesembhr  as 
the  organ  of  a  groat  confederation.  The  Isth- 
mns  of  Panama  is  intended  to  be  the  resting 
place  ^e  lever,  the  Congress  of  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, by  which  some  American  Archimedes 
is  to  move  the  great  poUtical  power  of  this 
continent  at  his  pleasure.  To  the  ambitious 
statesman,  burning  to  illustrate  his  nam^  to 
acquire  for  himself  a  brilliant  place  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  political  convulsions  of  the  worliL 
the  temptation  to  force  or  sedaoe  the  United 
States  into  this  "great  American  Confedera- 
tion," whose  "  magnitude  (^pals  "  ordinary  pol- 
iticians <^  eontracted  views,  is  indeed  formida- 
ble. But,  sir.  it  must  be  resisted.  The  people 
of  the  United  States  have  nothing  to  acquire 
through  the  instrumentality  of  this  formidable 
power — ^no  motive  to  look  on  Spanish  Ameri- 
cans in  any  other  light  than  the  rest  of  the 
world,  as  "  enemies  m  war,  in  pea(»  friends." 
It  is  this  view  of  the  subject  that  shows  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  an  expression  of 
our  opinions.  This  is  an  epoch  in  our  inter* 
course  with  our  American  fnends.  The  Presi- 
dent says  we  must  have  political  connec- 
tions with  them,  which  are  not  necessary  with 
the  rest  of  the  world.  Our  committee  echoes 
the  opinion.  The  honorable  gentieman  from 
Massaofaasetts,  (Mr.  Wkbstbl)  speaking  witJi 
the  same  views,  warns  us  of  the  necessity  <ii 
elevating  ourselves  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live.  This  language  is  not  new  in 
the  halls  of  Congre^  but  it  now  comes  tnm 
a  new  and  unexpected  quarter.  The  answer 
which  was  formerly  deemed  conclusive,  can 
be  now  repeated  :  there  ia  no  ne^ssity  for  an 
intimate  political  connection  with  our  neighbors. 
We  have  nothing  to  effect  which  we  cannot  ao- 
compliah  by  our  own  means.  As  to  this  great 
oonfederation,  there  are  twodeaisive  reasonsfor 
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mvoiding  any  connection  with  It:  we  cannot 
hope,  alone,  to  direct  an  assemUy  composed  of 
nnmerons  Catholic  Spanish  American  States, 
having  common  interests,  language,  feelings,  and 
prejadices.  If  snooessfol  in  aoqniring  a  complete 
ascendency,  of  wielding  at  will  the  whole  moral 
and  physical  power  of  the  North  and  South 
Amencans,  what  advantage  have  we  to  gain 
it?  First  in  the  order  of  timej  oar  Bepublio  is 
now,  and  ever  mnst  be,  first  m  power  and  in- 
telligence ;  while  fiaithnil  to  the  principles  of 
the  Bolemoly  adopted  constitution,  tbepeople 
will  he  prosperona,  free,  and  happy.  Will  Uie 
hrilltant  ritoation  of  the  head  of  the  American 
Confederacy  add  to  the  stability  of  onr  consti- 
tntdon,  to  the  prosperity,  freedom,  or  happiness 
oi  the  people  t  To  neither.  Our  q>lendor  will 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  other  nations — our  power 
may  diake  Africa,  Asia,  and  Europe.  We  shall 
ex<Miange  solid  popolar  comfort  and  domestic 
happiness,  for  empty  national  splendor.  We 
shall  have  brilliant  wan,  in  which  oar  gallant 
■ailors  and  enterprisinK  soldiers  may  gain  death- 
less renown,  and  brilliant  alliances  to  immor- 
talize our  adroit  dlplomatista ;  bat  every  con- 
test will  increase  tKe  hardens  necessarily  im- 
posed npon  the  people,  antil  we  shall  look  as 
Xnglldli  statesmen  will  soon  be  compelled  to 
look,  to  natimal  hankraptcy,  as  the  only  reftige 
from  the  efibcts  of  popnlar  desp^.  To  the 
Utai  conseqnences  of  looking  h^nd  onr  own 
resonrces,  of  mixing  oar  destiny  with  that  of 
other  nations,  the  Farewell  Address  of  the 
most  illastrioQfl  man,  not  of  oar  own  country, 
but  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  directs  oor 
attention.  He  speaks  to  his  countrymen  in  the 
language  of  affection  more  than  parental,  of 
wisdom  almost  prophetic,  to  warn  uiem  against 
the  danger  of  foreign  alliances.  To  me,  sir,  the 
least  excusable  part  of  the  management  of  this 
Panama  question  is,  the  attempt  which  has 
been  made  to  give  a  false  coloring  to  these  last 
eonnsels  of  Washington.  We  have  been  told, 
mbstantially,  that  he  spoke  only  of  Eoropean 
finreign  allianoes;  that  if  he  now  existed,  he 
wooia  ndt  be  averse,  as  his  langoage  fiiirly  in- 
dicates, to  those  political  connections  which 
the  President  thinks  we  most  have  with  Span- 
ish America.  The  gentleman  from  Hassachu- 
setts  (Mr.  Websteb)  thinks  the  argument  on 
the  Farewell  Address  is  not  conclusive,  but 
fiiir.  Is  tiiat  a  fair  argument  which  seizes 
upon  one  of  the  reasons  by  which  a  policy  is 
recommended^  and  snbstitntes  for  the  policy 
dearly  explamed  and  supported  by  genenu 
reasoning,  a  policy  founaed  on  the  selected 
i^gle  reascmingf  Avoid,  as  &r  as  practica- 
ble, all  foreign  political  oonneettona,  in  extend- 

Sl  onr  commercial  relations.  Such  is  tiie 
vice  given.  Europe,  in  which  stood  the 
Oovemments  of  the  great  commercial  powers. 
Is  detached  and  distant  from  us ;  we  can  easily 
avoid  political  connections.  The  period  will 
soon  arrive  when  onr  own  strength  will  be  so 
far  increased,  that  no  temptations  to  sooh  con- 
nections will  exist. 


TuxBDAT,  April  18. 
Mimon  to  Panama. 

The  House  having  again  resumed  the  ooo- 
siderotion  of  the  report  of  the  C<umnitt£e  of 
Foreign  Relations,  approving  the  Mis»cat  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proposing  i 
qualification  to  the  general  expression  of 
probation  thereof — 

Mr.  TnoHSoiT,  of  Pennsylvania,  addrened 
the  committee  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  subject  now  under  coo- 
sideration  presmts  for  onr  deoisifm  imporUnt 
qnesti(»u  of  oonstitntional  law,  relating  to  the 
powwB  of  the  House,  and  how  far  it  ma;  eoa- 
Btitnti(Hially  interfere  in  the  toniai  diplomstia 
a£^rs  of  the  country.  When  the  Hoose  is 
called  upon  to  act  upon  biUs  i^propriatiiig 
money  to  enable  the  Executive  to  send  If 
ters  abroad,  it  mast  act  freely,  aa  it  does  in  iD 
other  cases,  and  decide  as  its  duty  to  the  coon- 
try  may  require.  It  has  orartuiily  the  power 
to  rc;ject  snch  bills,  as  it  has  to  reject  other 
bills,  if  it  be  satisfied  that  the  peace,  the  hip- 
piness,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  conntiy,  re- 
quire It  to  adopt  snch  a  course.  This,  it  must 
be  admitted,  raves  to  the  House  the  power  lo 
restrain  Uie  lateroonrBe  o£  the  country  vitli 
foreign  nations.  This  is  a  great  power,  snd 
ought  not  to  be  exerdsed  unless  in  cases  who* 
it  is  made  dearly  and  sstisftictorily  to  appear 
that  the  Executive  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  whom,  by  the  constitution,  the  wan- 
Bgement  of  foreign  afiairs  is  committed,  iutcitd 
to  enter  into  arrangements  with  foreign  poven 
which  will  tend  to  involve  us  in  war,  to  fetter 
us  with  improper  alliances,  or  otherwisecom- 
promit  the  high  interests  or  dignity  of  tie 
nation.  But  this  power  to  restrun  the  foreign 
diplomatic  intercourse  of  the  country,  by  qo 
means  implies  the  power  of  managing  that  io- 
tercoorse.  It  does  not  follow,  from  the  posses- 
sion of  it,  that  we  can  oonstotntioDally  issne  in- 
stroctions  to  fordgn  Ministers,  or  order  the 
Pretident  of  the  United  States  how  he  ^ 
instruct  them. 

From  what  fountain  in  the  constitution  do 
gentlemen  propose  to  draw  this  power  of  in- 
struction, and  confer  it  on  this  House  f  1b  it 
from  the  power  to  appropriate  the  money 
necessary  to  enable  the  President  to  send  Min- 
isters abroad — upon  the  prindple,  that  tie 
power  to  appropriate  the  money,  implies  in 
itself  the  power  to  dispose  of  it  when  it  sp- 
propriateo,  and  direct  for  what  olgecte  and  is 
what  manner  it  shall  be  applied !  Is  it  to  be 
laid  down  and  estabUshea  as  a  principle  of 
constitutional  law,  that  because  this  Hoius 
must  join  in  passing  the  bills  appropriating 
money  to  support  our  foreign  diplomatic  cor* 
respondence,  it  may  take  that  correspondence 
into  its  own  handa,  and  ^ve  instructions  to 
our  Ministers  abroad  ?  Do  gentlemen  consider 
the  consequences  which  must  flow  from  snch 
a  principle  I  It  would  terminate  in  concentr^ 
ing  in  tius  House  the  whole  of  the  powws « 
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tlM  GoTemment :  in  oonferring  upon  it  a  die- ' 
titQrial  anthori^  to  dispose  of  all  the  affairs  of 
fte  nation — civvL,  political,  and  military. 
tkblish  it,  and  the  uipropriation  for  the  snpport 
<tf  the  army  cannot  De  passed  nntil  a  resolution 
of  the  Honse  is  adopted,  appointing  the  officers, 
designating  their  oommand,  and  speoifying  the 
temoB  in  whioh  each  diTiriicm  shall  be  ei^^^ed. 
The  navy  ^OTopriations  must  reonve  the  sanc- 
tim  ai  the  Hooae  under  the  same  conditions. 
A  reeolntion  must  pass  appointing  Gaptun 
Stewart  to  command  in  the  Pacflc,  Porter  in 
the  Ifediterranean,  and  Bodgers  in  the  Gulf  of 
Veiico;  and  prescribing  to  each  the  instmc- 
6on9  under  which  be  is  to  act  Thna,  this 
House  would  be  vested  with  the  entire  and 
eidimve  command  of  both  the  army  and  navy. 
A  doctrine  which  leads  to  such  conseqnenoM 
euDot  be  true.  But  it  has  not  the  semblanoe 
of  foimdation  in  the  oonstatnton.  The  Honse 
alms  hai  not  the  power  to  make  any  q>pro- 
priatkm.  Hie  Saute  and  the  Preridentmnst 
■bo  yield  thdr  assent.  So  that,  if  the  argn- 
meot  proved  any  thing,  it  would  prove^  not 
that  tus  power  at  Instruction  may  be  exereised 
]>T  the  Honse  alone,  but  cnnally  and  jointly 
•U  the  several  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

It  has  been  argued,  tliat  because  Congress 
bis  the  power  to  declare  war,  and  wars  may 
be  occasicmed  by  the  manner  in  whioh  our  for- 
«gD  relations  are  managed,  therefore,  this 
House  has  the  power  <3i  giving  instructions  to 
file  Preddeut  and  his  IGnisters,  in  what  man- 
ner these  fbreign  relations  shall  be  conducted 
—what  ahiJl  not  be  negotiated,  what  shall,  and 
in  That  manner.  Hob  argument  is  liable  to 
tiie  sime  objeotton  with  m  last  It  proceeds 
on  the  ftlse  asnimptiwi,  that  the  power  to  de- 
dm  war  is  vested  in  this  House  akme.  This 

Swer  is  vested  by  the  constitntion,  not  in  this 
ow,  but  in  Congress ;  not  in  (MM,  bat  In  all 
tiie  branches  of  the  L^slatnre. 

Th&t  the  amendment,  offered  by  the  honor- 
ible  member  from  Delaware,  contuns  instruc- 
tioDg  to  the  President  in  what  manner  he  shall 
eondnct  the  negotiations  at  Panama,  is,  I  think, 
obrioiu.  The  following  is  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Afii^ : 

"  Raolfed,  That  in  the  ofJiiion  of  the  Hoose,  it  is 
npnUait  to  appropriate  the  fnads  necessary  to 
(MUe  the  Presidrai  of  the  UoHed  States  to  send 
Uniitaa  to  the  Congrev  at  Panama.*' 

^us  resolution  cont^ns  nothing  more  nor 
1ms  than  the  principle  contained  In  the  bUl,  ap- 
propriating the  money  to  pay  the  salaries  of 
the  Ministen  and  expenses  of  the  mission.  The 
■meadment  proposes  to  affix  it  as  a  condition 
to  the  adoption  of  this  principle,  that  our  Hin- 
iiters  at  Panama  shall  not  m  allowed  to  dis- 
cm  certain  matterSj  nor  be  allowed  to  enter 
into  certain  stipulations.  Now,  the  question 
i»  not,  whether  the  restrictions  proposed  by 
these  amendments  to  be  laid  on  uie  Ministers 
■t  Panama,  in  the  exercise  of  their  diplomatic 
<Aoe,  are  politia  and  wise ;  whether  they  are 
ttifl  proper  nrtriotioni  and  limltatioDs  which 
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ought  to  be  contained  in  &eir  instructions;— 
but  whether  it  be  the  proper  oonstitutionsl 
province  of  the  House  to  interfere  at  all,  eithw 
to  restrain  or  to  enlarge  their  powers,  I  can 
look  on  this  amendment  in  no  other  light,  in 
this  ren>ect,  than  if  it  was  offered  as  a  proviso 
to  the  bill  appropriating  the  money  to  defray 
the  expense  ot  tlus  mistion.  If  it  w«e  made 
a  proviso  to  that  bill,  would  It  not  obviously 
act  as  a  limitation  set  by  this  Honse  upon  the 
treaty-making  power,  vested  by  the  constitu- 
tion m  the  I^sident  and  Senate  f  Would  not 
the  Senate  regard  It  as  such,  and  at  tmoe  r^eot 
it  as  unconstitutional  f 

The  right  to  oommand  and  the  obligation 
to  obey  are  correlative.  If  this  Honse,  there- 
fore, has  the  right,  by  resolution,  to  command 
the  Executive  to  give  certain  specific  instruc- 
tions to  the  Ministers  at  Paoams,  he  is  bound 
to  ot>ey.  If  he  is  bound  to  obey  the  resolutioa 
of  this  House,  there  is  the  same,  If  not  greatw 
reason,  he  should  be  under  eaual  obligations 
of  obedience  to  the  Senate,  he  Is  so,  then 
this  resolution  ought  to  be  a  Joint  me,  or  he 
may  have  opposite  oommands  from  these  two 
ho^es,  on  the  same  subject,  each  of  which  ha 
is  equally  bound  to  obey — ^which  Is  absurd. 

Either  the  amendment,  if  we  adopt  it,  is  in- 
tended to  have  some  effect,  or  it  is  to  have 
none.  If  it  la  to  he  entirely  without  efficacy, 
the  House  would,  I  presume,  for  that  reason 
alone,  refuse  to  pass  it  If  it  is  to  have  some 
effect,  upon  whom  is  that  effect  to  be  pro- 
duced, and  what  is  it  to  be  ?  It  is  to  be  pro- 
duced on  the  Executive,  and  is  to  compel  nim 
to  give  oert^  spedfic  instmetions  to  the  Min- 
isters at  Panama.  It  is  proved  by  the  reason- 
ing I  have  Just  used,  ana  indeed  is  admitted, 
that  this  House  oannot  do  this  by  a  direct  com- 
mand. Has  it  the  power,  then,  to  do  that  in- 
(Urectiy,  by  attftchii^  conditions  to  the  appro- 
priation of  money,  which  it  has  no  constita- 
tional  authority  to  do  directiy  ? 

If  the  Honse  baa  the  autiiority,  under  the 
constitution,  to  prescribe  to  the  Executive, 
either  directly  or  indirectiy,  the  instructions 
he  is  to  ^ve  to  foreign  Ministers,  it  must  have 
some  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  ita  man- 
dates on  this  head.  This  power  must  extend, 
not  only  to  the  Preudent,  but  to  the  Senate. 
(kai  it  send  its  ofllcers,  and  arrest  and  bring 
the  President  b^bre  it,  to  answer  for  having 
given  other  and  dUEwent  instructions  from 
those  it  has  dictated  f  -Oan  It  arru^  the 
Senate  for  confirming  a  treaty  made  m  dis- 
obedience of  its  instructions  f  Can  it  institute 
an  impeaohment  of  the  President  before  the 
Senate,  for  a  disregard  of  its  authority  on  this 
point?  I  think  no  man  acquainted  with  the 
constitution  of  this  Government  will  venture 
to  answer  eitiier  of  these  questions  in  the 
affirmative. 

It  is  true  that  the  House  has  the  power  of 
expressing  its  opinions  on  absb«ct  propodtioni 
relating  to  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment.  To  eipreas  these  opiidoni^  it  la  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


184 


ABBIBOUENT  OF  THB 


H.OTR.] 

neoMBaiy  it  should  have  aaj  other  thaa  a  gen- 
eral knowledge  of  onr  diplomatic  afiiurs.  It  can 
well  s^,  that  the  poKoy  <^  tiie  cooiitry  towarda 
foreijp  nations,  ought  to  be  pacific ;  and  when 
war  IB  going  on  l^tween  an^  of  them,  that  it 
ongbt  to  be  nentral;  that  its  policy  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  to  extend  otir  commerce  with 
all  nations,  and  have  entangling  alliances  with 
none.  To  be  able  to  eaj  uiis,  with  a  proper 
imderatanding  of  what  it  does  say,  it  has  no 
need  to  open  the  borean  of  State,  and  examine 
the  for««i  diplomatic  correspondence  of  the 
nation.  Bnt  when  it  comes,  in  ration  to  any 
particnlar  mission,  not  to  mononnce  general 
prvpOBition&  bat  to  descend  to  psrticmarB,  to 
say  what  shall  or  shall  not  he  negotiated: 
what  stipulations  shall  or  shall  not  be  entered 
into ;  and  what  instrootions  oar  Uinlsters  iball 
have ;  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  not  only 
the  correspondence  of  our  Ministers  in  relation 
to  tiie  affairs  of  the  particular  mission  under 
consideration,  but  in  relation  to  all  other  for- 
eign affairs,  should  be  laid  before  it,  that  it  may 
know  the  whole  of  the  diplomatic  relations 
of  the  world,  and  judge  whether  the  instruo- 
tions  it  is  about  to  give  are  calcolated  to  ad- 
vance that  policy  which  it  thinks  the  country 
ODf^t  to  maintain.  Tlie  inoonvenieuoe  sadh 
a  mtem  is  obTiooe.  Foriegn  nations  could 
hold  no  COTreapondence  with  na.  They  wonid 
be  aware  that  every  year  tbe  whole  matter 
mast  be  laid  before  this  House,  and  published 
to  the  world.  The  propositions  now  under 
consideration  are  not  abstract  general  proposi- 
tions; they  descend  to  particulwra,  and  are 
connected  with  tliis  miseion,  and  made  part  of 
it.  They  prescribe  what  Is  and  what  is  not 
to  be  done,  in  this  particular  ease.  If  these 
can  be  called  abstraot  general  propositions,  then 
the  words  abstract  and  general  have  lost  en- 
tirely their  stgnifieation. 

The  cottstrnction  for  which  I  contend,  is  the 
one  which  has  prevailed  ever  since  the  adop- 
tion of  tlie  ooiutitiitioa.  TUs  Hoosehaa  never 
passed  any  reeolntiim  expressing  opinions  in 
relation  to  oar  foreign  affairs,  except  in  gen- 
eral tenns.  It  may  have  called  the  attention 
of  the  Executive  to  a  suMeot,  but  it  has  never 
imdertaken  to  prescribe  m  what  manner  ne- 
gotiations, tOQcning  that  subject,  should  he 
conducted.  It  has  never  expresed  opinions, 
the  evident  tendency  of  which  was  to  weaken 
the  influence  of  the  Exeontive,  in  his  negotia- 
tions with  foreign  powers,  and  to  show  that 
it  had  lost  confidence  in  the  Senate,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  hodj  would  exercise  its 
fonctiona,  as  a  part  of  the  treaty-making  power. 
Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  says  this  is 
not  a  case  in  which  the  t^^ona  of  this  Honae^ 
and  those  of  the  ^^wcative,  can  come  in  col- 
lision. From  this^  onderstand  him  to  mean, 
that  the  propositions  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment are  nothing  more  tiian  the  principles 
which  the  Executive  has  intimated  to  us  he 
will  regard  in  conducting  the  negotiations  at 
Panama.    Why,  then,  doea  the  hmorable 
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monbw  so  earnestly  urge  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  ?  If  the  Executive  ana  thia  Hoace 
are  "of .accord"  on  this  point,  why  indicide 
distrust  in  him  and  the  Senate,  by  the  passage 
of  a  reBoluti<»  which,  upon  these  principka,  can 
have  no  other  object  than  to  bind  iiim  to  pursue 
a  oonrse  he  has  said  he  will  pursue,  and  to  warn 
the  Senate  that  it  must  .not  rati^  any  thing 
not  n^otiated  in  accordance  with  these  princi- 
ples t  Whatever  might  be  my  opini<Hi  of  the 
gentlemen  holding  the  great  officea  of  this  Gov- 
ernment entrusted  with  its  treaty-makiiig 
power,  I  would  not  didumw  my  conntry  by 
{facing  her  pnblio  fimctionariea  in  thia  atti- 
tode  in  the  ineaenoe  <d  foreign  nationa. 

The  hcmorable  member  frran  Ddaware  urges, 
as  a  principal  reason  for  adc^ing  thia  ameiid- 
ment,  that  the  President  hae  asked  the  Hooh 
for  ita  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  this  measure, 
and  that  ve  are,  therefore,  bound  to  give  him 
onr  sentiments  fully  on  tiie  enhject.  The  gen- 
tleman means,  I  presume,  that  the  President 
has  called  upon  us  for  oar  opinion  in  this  case, 
in  a  manner  difiTerent  fW>m  that  nsually  prac- 
tised, by  merely  asking  an  appropriation.  This 
is  a  matter  of  fact,  and  how  does  it  stand  t 
The  President,  in  his  Heesage  tQ  na,  the  aHj 
pupw  among  the  doenments  addressed  to  this 
IwQse^  8^8 — "  The  omonirenoe  of  the  Honse 
to  the  measiufe,  by  the  apprc^priatian  neoeasaiy 
for  canying  it  into  efiect,  is  alike  sahmitted  to 
ita  free  detem^nation,  and  Indispenaable  to 
the  falfilment  of  the  intention."  Agun,  at  the 
close  of  the  Message,  he  says — "  I  submit  tlte 
propriety  of  an  appropi^tion  to  the  candid 
consideration  and  eiHigfatened  patriotism  of  the 
Legislature."  By  thus  submitting  the  sulyect 
to  us,  I  do  not  see  any  expresnon  of  a  wish 
that  we  should  give  any  opinion,  except  that 
which  we  must  give,  by  passing  or  r^ecting 
the  appropriation  bill.  To  make  this  matter 
out,  reoorrenoe  has  heea  had  to  the  Message  to 
the  Boiate^  a  p^wr  which,  at  the  time  it  was 
written,  was  not  expected  to  be  made  poblicv 
nor  to  be  aoit  to  the  Hoose.  How  this  can  be 
conatnied  Into  a  reqoeat  made  to  fhe  Honse 
for  its  opinion,  when  it  was  not  sent  to  the 
House,  nor  to  be  seen  by  it,  ia  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive. But  the  President  has  no  power,  by  the 
constitution,  to  require  or  demand  of  this  Hoose 
its  opinion  on  any  of  its  measures,  before  they 
are  carried  into  effect.  He  cannot  make  us  a 
part  of  his  cabinet  council,  or  demand  of  us  our 
advice  and  direction  in  any  other  manner  than 
is  autiiorized  by  the  constitntion.  This  mis- 
sion is  an  Executive  measnre.  It  is  projected 
hj  the  Executive ;  it  must  be  conducted  by  the 
Executive ;  and  for  its  final  succesa^e  Execu- 
tive must  be  responeible.  If  this  Honse  sliall 
assume  the  power  of  directing  and  controlling 
^e  operations  of  the  Executive,  by  giving  Iiira 
its  opinion  and  advice  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
those  oj^rations  are  tolM  conducted,  it  will  ter- 
minate in  making  the  President  the  irresponsible 
agent  of  this  House,  and  not  the  responsible 
representative  of  the  sovereign  pet^Ie  of  the 
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rmted  States  If  he  is  to  prooeed  in  the  dia- 
charge  of  the  daties  and  tnuta  oommitted  to 
liim,  under  the  8hi^^>f  opiniooB  eraresaed,  and 
advice  gLvea  hj  tiiia  Hooml  it  will  be  vam  to 
«7  tb«t  he  is  at  all  reipan^ble.  If  the  House 
girea  ordwa,  which  he  obeys,  and  thereby 
eotnpnanits  the  interest  of  the  nataoo,  oan  the 
House  impeach  him  for  the  misoondnot  which 
ihfj  thonselree  have  oocarioned?  While  I 
hiTe  the  honor  to  hold  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I 
Till  do  nothing  wiUingty  which  will,  in  the 
lHi«t,  diminish  uie  reqtonsibilitj  ctf  any  branch 
of  the  GoTemment 

Thia  ameBdmeDt  coDtoins  propoeitiona,  to 
which,  as  abstract  prind^es,  I  entirely  agree. 
Thit  the  p<dicy  of  this  oonntry  should  be  to 
citend  oar.oommeree  with  foreign  nations, 
Tithoot  fonning  with  them  any  raitangUng 
aUisneea,  la  oertidiily  tnu.  That  oar  HiniBten 
Boat  appear  at  Puanu  In  a  diplomatio  oharao- 
Iff,  is  also  tme.  Tb^  can  sppnr  in  no  other. 
It  is  not  my  wish  that  the  Government  dionld 
enter  into  any  allianoe,  or  make  any  ataimla- 
tioo,  with  the  Sonth  American  Repnblioa, 
wlui^  may  bind  ns  hereafter,  whether  we  are 
irilling  or  not,  to  eng^e  in  their  wars  with 
foreign  nationa.  Bat  does  it  follow  that,  be- 
wue  theae  propodtaons  are  all  tme,  we  are 
therefore  solauiuy  to  resolve  them  by  a  vote  of 
this  House  t  Has  any  one  denied  their  troth  f 
Where,  then,  is  the  necessity  of  snch  a  resola- 
tKRil  Bntj  there  is  one  part  this  amend- 
not,  for  which  X  could  not  Tote,  if  the  oon- 
■titntiooal  diffloolty  were  even  removed.  It  is, 
thit  our  Unistcn  are  not  to  be  pemutted  to 
dbraa  eertain  snMeots,  and,  among  others, 
'^uy  measore  whieh  shall  oonunit  the  present 
«-  fittnre  neutral  rights  or  dnties  of  these  Unit- 
ed States."  I  cannot  vote  for  this,  not  beoanse 
I  m  willuig  that  onr  lUnisters  should  enter 
into  the  discnasion  of  any  measnres  with  the 
new  of  violating  onr  neotrali^,  or  which 
niut  have  directly  that  effect,  bat  beoanse  the 
pniposttion  ia  so  extennve  and  indefinite  that 
It  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  know  what 
ntgeots  tiwj  mi|^t  dianus.  Who  can  possibly 
feRue  what  measore  oonmit  the  future 
Mtral  rights  and  datieB  of  ft  nation  f  If  this 
P>«es  IS  part  of  the  resolution,  what  snl^eetB 
«p  be  l«[t  for  diaoosrion  f  I  answer,  ntrne. 
Tbers  is  no  salfject  whieh  can  be  made  the 
topic  of  dipli»utie  disonarion,  which  may  not^ 
u  iome  way  or  other,  ^va  oooadoo  to  some 
«her  oaaon  to  take  oObnoei  either  Jnrt^  or 
Mjnstly. 

U&ve  we  been  always  so  punctilious  in  rela- 
tion to  oar  nentrality  1  No,  sir.  In  the  year 
1*^11,  when  Old  Spun  was  fallen — when  her 
pt^itied  and  miUts37  conatitation  and  atrength 
vera  wholly  overthrown,  we,  without  any  cer- 
wioiiy,  and  even  withont  the  fbrmality  <^  a 
oioeiinion,  fbr  the  ^oteotioii  of  onr  own  jnat 
i^u,  ordered  the  ooenpatitm  of  Florida,  a 
put  of  her  donunioiu,  wlttiont  regard  to  the 
danger  of  viidating  onr  nmtrality.  Are  we 
rirtidflf  oiriieatnUfy,]iowthat  itiinot  the 
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weakness  of  Old  Spain  with  which  we  may 
oome  in  ooUision,  but  the  onited  powers  of 
Sonth  America,  or  that  of  England,  or  of 
France?  Sir,  this  is  a  feeling  wbwh  neither 
my  vote  nor  my  v<rioe  shall  ever  countenance. 
I  wonld  &el  myself  cUdiMuwed  if  I  thought 
my  native  oonntry  oould  be  guilty  of  snch 
meanness,  as  to  treat  the  we^est  independent 
nation  on  earth  with  less  jnstioe  or  ceremony, 
beoanse  it  was  weak,  than  she  woold  the  Em- 

E9ror  of  Rossia  or  the  monarchy  of  Great 
ritain.  How,  if  this  part  of  the  amendment 
passes,  are  we  to  partake  in  the  discussion  in 
relation  to  the  presrait  condition  and  futar^ 
destiny  of  Ooba,  which  may,  nay,  which  most 
come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Oongreaa 
at  Panama?  We  cannot  attempt  to  dissnade 
the  South  American  Republics  from  taking 
posaeadcm  <tf  it,  leat  we  ahaU  give  th«&offbnoes 
and  endanger  the  ocnnmitting  of  our  neutral 
rights  and  dnties  with  them.  We  cannot  arge 
them,  if  they  should  resolve  to  carry  the  war 
into  that  i^and,  to  come  under  obligations 
that}  when  they  do  so,  they  will  not  conduct  it 
in  a  manner  which  we  suppose  calculated  to 
injure  OB,  lest  Spain  shoald  allege  we  bad  vio- 
lated our  nentral  dnties  towards  her ;  and  we 
cannot  say  one  word  of  allowing  it  to  become 
independent,  with  its  domestic  tranqQilUty 
properly  gnoranteed,  lest  we  shonld  get  Into 
difflonltiea  with  both  of  these  powers ;  and, 
lastly,  we, are  not  to  be  allowed  to  q>eak  of 
taking  poaseasiwi  of  It  ourselves,  if  our  inter- 
est shonld  demand  sneh  a  atop,  lest,  perchance, 
Bpi^n,  England,  France,  and  the  aonthem  Re- 
publics, shonld  take  offence,  and  onr  neutral 
relations  shonld  be  brought  into  hazard  with 
them  all.  The  {wlitieal  rdations  with  Cuba 
are,  at  this  foment,  profoundly  interesting  to 
this  nation,  and  I,  for  one,  will  not  agree  that 
our  Ministers  shall  go  to  the  Congrees  at  Pan- 
ama without  having  foil  power  to  speak  on  thia 
subject,  as -oar  interest  maj  require,  In  the 
most  decided  tone. 

The  honorable  member  f^om  Delaware  says, 
forma  are  notl^ng — ^it  is  the  snbstance  we  are 
to  regard.  It  is  true,  that  fixma  of  words  are 
nothing;  but  the  ocmstitotional  forms  at  thU 
Government  are  every  thing.  They  are  the 
great  bolwarks  of  ci^  liberty — ^the  partition 
walls  which  the  people  of  this  nation  have 
erected  between  tiie  several  departments  of  thto 
Government,  to  prevent  them  from  interfering 
with  one  another,  and  the  whole  power  from 
mnning  Into  one  mass,  and  then  becoming  ab- 
solute and  despotic.  They  are  vital  to  the  pre- 
servation of  civil  liberty.  If  forms  are  noth- 
ing, why  may  we  not  issoe  writs  of  error  from 
this  Hall  to  Uie  Oiroait  Coarts,  and  bring  their 
Records  before  us,  and  reverse  or  affirm  their 
judgments?  The  matter  or  substance  ia,  to  do 
Jnstioe  between  the  parties :  «id  cannot  we 
trost  ourselves  to  do  that  when  the  oases  are 
beibre  ns?  Upon  this  principle,  what  is  to 
prevent  us  from  usurping  all  the  powers  of  the 
Govemment— dvil,  military,  exeentive,  k^alft> 
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tive,  and  Jn^klt  Why  maj  we  not  ^^int 
tme  oommittee  to  take  charge  of  the  ExeeatiTe 
fimotiona  of  the  Government ;  another  to  as- 
eume  the  seaU  of  the  Judges  in  the  Bopreme 
Coort ;  and  a  third  to  difipose  of  th^  Tenera- 
ble  body  which  occapies  a  splendid  haU  in  an- 
other part  of  this  boildingf  The  tnie  theory 
of  onr  GoTemment  is,  that  its  several  fbnotioQ- 
aries,  in  each  of  its  departments,  are  alike  the 
agents  of  the  people  to  disohuve  the  duties  en- 
joined on  them  respectively  by  the  oonstitn- 
tion ;  for  the  faithnil  performance  of  which 
they  are  all  responsible  to  the  people,  in  the 
Planner  provided  in  the  oonstitation ;  that  the 
Ainoticmaries  of  one  dqiartment,  who  attempt 
to  ezerdse  the  powers  peonliar  to  another,  are 
ao  far  from  being  in  the  constitntional  dis- 
charge of  their  dnty,  that  they  are  gaUtj  of  an 
open  violation  of  that  dnty. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  necessity  is  there 
for  adopting  the  amendment  (  If  tiie  Presi- 
dent is  resolved  to  plnnge  ns  in  war,  to  com  pro- 
mit oor  nentral  relations  with  foreign  powers, 
or  to  disregard  that  pacific  policy  which  has 
heretofore  gnided  the  councils  of  this  nation, 
there  may  be  some  occasion,  if  the  Hoose  had 
the  power,  to  restrain  his  authority,  and  that 
of  we  Senate,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
adoption  of  tms  amendment.  How  is  the  mat- 
ter of  &ct?  Haa  tiie  ExeontiTe  any  sneh  in- 
tent? In  his  Message  to  oa,  the  Frmdent  has 
sf^d  so  mnch  to  show  that  he  has  no  demgn  to 
enter  into  ^ny  entan^ing  political  Connection 
with  the  Sonth  American  States,  or  to  oompro- 
mit  the  nentral  relations  of  the  country,  that 
it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  detain  the  oom- 
mittee to  quote  it.  In  his  Message  to  the  Sen- 
ate, he  says :  *'  It  will  be  seen  that  the  United 
States  neither  intend  nor  are  ex{]»cted  to  take 
part  in  any  deliberations  of  a  belligerent  char- 
acter ;  that  the  motive  of  their  attendance  is 
neither  to  oontraot  alliances  nor  engage  in  any 
nndertakmg  or  prcjject  importing  hostility  to 
any  otLer  nation."  The  Secnretary  of  State,  in 
his  report  to  the  President,  ^teaking  of  the 
conference  he  had  held  last  Sgring  with  the 
Ministers  of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proposed  Congress,  says :  "  It  was 
also  stated  by  each  of  these  Ministers,  that  his 
Qovemment  did  not  expect  that  the  United 
States  wonld  change  their  present  nentr^  poli- 
cy, nor  was  it  denred  that  they  ^oold  take 
part  in  sach  of  the  deliberations  of  the  pro- 
posed Congress  as  might  relate  to  the  proseca- 
tjon  of  the  existing  war  with  Spain."  In  his 
answer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Obregon,  the  Min- 
Iflter  from  Mexio^  the  Secretary  of  State, 
speaking  of  the  Ministers  to  be  sent  to  this 
Confess,  says :  "  While  tbey  will  not  be  au- 
thorized to  enter  upon  any  deliberations,  or  to< 
concur  with  any  acts  inconsistent  with  the 
present  neutral  position  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  obligations,  they  will  be  fVilly  empow- 
ered upon  all  qnestions  likely  to  arise  in  the 
Congress,  on  subjects  to  which  the  nations  of 
America  have  a  onnmon  interest."  The  Oo- 
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lombian  IDnister,  In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  Norember  8,1^0,  spetikiiw  of  the 
subjects  to  be  ocnaidered'and  discDsaea  at  the 
Congress  at  Panama,  says :  "  He  is,  howerer, 
authorized  by  his  Government  to  assure  the 
United  States  that  these  points  have  no  tenden- 
cy to  violate  their  professed  principles  of  neu- 
trality." The  Minister  from  Mexico,  in  fais  let- 
ter of  the  8d  of  November  last,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stete,  speaking  of  the  subjects  to  be 
discussed  in  this  Congress,  says:  "In  conse- 
quenoe  of  which,  being  informed  of  the  con- 
currence of  this  Government  in  the  idea  of  dis- 
onssing  the  first  point  in  a  Congress  as  was  de- 
sired, and  that  it  would  send  B^nesoitatiTn 
to  it,  imder  condition  that  the  ncmtrality  in 
wfaioD  it  stands  towards  Sp^  dioold  not  be 
violated,**  Hie  Minister  from  Central 

America,  speaking  of  tiie  ol^eets  of  the  Con- 
gress, in  his  note  of  the  14th  of  Novonber 
hst,  to  the  Secretary  of  Stete,  says :  And 
which  will  not  require  that  the  Bepresentatives 
of  the  United  States  should,  in  the  least,  com- 
promit  their  present  neutrality,  harmon]%  and 
good  intelligcaioe  with  other  nations.**  Thxis, 
it  appears,  sir,  not  only  that  the  ExecntiTe  is 
determined  to  do  nothing  tending  to  eomndt 
onr  neutral  relations  with  foreign  nationa,  nor 
to  oontraot  allianoes,  bat  that  the  IDnistaa  of 
the  sevwal  Qonth  Ameriean  BmnbliaB  ere  Ibl^ 
apprised  of  the  views  of  onr  Govenimeot  on 
tfau  point  Tet,  it  is  gravely  oontcoided  that 
the  I^^dent  intends  to  ccanprcnnit  onr  pacific 
relations,  and  to  enter  Into  entangling  political 
connections,  ii^urions  to  the  future  prosperity 
of  this  nation.  Sir,  I  can,  in  these  document^ 
see  no  snoh  design.  If  I  did,  I  wonld  not  stand 
on  half-way  ground ;  I  would  not  attonpt  to 
bind  the  Executive  and  the  Senate  by  restdu- 
tions,  which  those  who  advocate  them  admit 
they  may  disr^rd — mere  ropes  of  sand,  of  no 
power.  I  would,  at  once,  efiectnally  interpose 
m  Uie  manner  prescribed  by  the  oonstitotioiH- 
reAise  the  appropriation,  and  prevent  tlw 
mission. 

Something  has  been  said,  Mr.  Ohainnan,  oa 
the  snlfjeot  of  Execative  oonfldeno&  Jn  my 
official  character,  as  a  member  oi  this  Hooaet  I 
have  no  ocmfidence  to  bestow  on  any  Execa- 
tive, except  what  the  oonstitntiim  requires,  nor 
may  I  give  less  than  it  enjoins.  It  does  not 
permit  me  to  step  over  the  boundaries  which  it 
has  prescribed  to  the  powers  of  this  House,  and 
intrnde  into  the  exerdse  the  functions  of 
any  other  branch  (XF  the  Govemmoit,  and 
allege,  as  a  reascm  toe  snoh  tntrarioii,  a  want  of 
ccmndence  In  those  who  admfnistCT  tiuit  de- 
partment, When  Iffeeohes  of  ofBdal  dn^ 
occur,  tiie  oonatitntlcm  has  provided  the  mode 
of  trial  and  punishment.  In  some  cases  it  has 
ffvea  the  Legislature  the  power  to  arrest  the 
operations  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  r^nug  q)propriations ;  bat  it 
has  nowhere  declared  that  the  fiinotionaries  of 
one  branch  shall  assume  the  powers  of  another, 
merely  because  they  think  uat  other  will  not 
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bithfiiD;  disoharge  its  daties.  For  these  rea- 
Hu  I  cannot  vote  for  this  amendment.  I  con- 
lider  it  not  only  as  nnneoeesary,  bat  aa  an  nn- 
eoDstttntioDal  interferenoe  with  the  rights  and 
duties  of  the  EzeouUve  and  Senate. 

JCnoh  haa  been  aud,  lb.  Chairman,  on'the 
nbjeet  of  tlie  powen  «  the  OongrMB  at  Fau- 
anuL  Gentlemen  reaaon  aa  if  qneatitwa  were 
tobedeoided  there  aa  th^  are  in  tibia  Home, 
a  m^oritj  of  votea ;  as  if  the  honor,  the 
peace,  and  the  ftitore  destiny  of  this  nation 
vera  to  be  oonunitted  to  a  Congreaa  of  Statea, 
in  which  we  were  to  have  bat  one  vote  against 
eight  ^r,  this  is  not  to  be  the  case.  Our 
Mmistera  there  are  not  to  be  le^alators ;  they 
ire  to  be  diplomatio  agents— Plenipotentiaries, 
who,  from  the  very  nature  of  thur  office,  can 
decide  nothing  by  vote.  Whatever  they  do, 
most  be  by  negotiation ;  and  every  trea^  or 
M^olatioa  entered  Infa^  mart  be  ratified  here 
^  the  Swate^  before  tin  lUth  of  the  natton  Is 
iMged.  The  Sonfh  Amwriwm  States  aend 
Mb^tera  to  this  Gongreaa  to  take  adifliarent 
pvt,  and  to  perform  very  diflbrant  daties  teum 
those  to  be  taken  and  performed  by  oom. 
Thej  oome  there,  bound  by  treaties  <tf  leagae 
ud  eonfedttation,  to  enter  into  oertun  ar- 
nngeoiaits.  We  send  oar  Ministers,  wholly 
free  fran  all  obligation,  to  do  whatever  a  pm- 
dnt  regard  to  oar  own  interests  oisy  dictate. 

The  politioal  relations  of  the  Boath  Ameri- 
eta  Repobtiea  with  this  nation,  have  been  fblly 
diiciused  in  the  coarse  of  this  debate.  Our 
eoauDerctal  connection  with  them  has  not  been 
much  noticed.  Permit  me,  nr,  to  tarn,  for  a 
nomeat,  the  attention  of  the  oommlttee  to  this 
inttfeetiog  Bol^ect.  Most  of  those  Bepnblios  He 
in  lititodea,  and  posaess  a  soil,  which  enables 
than  to  rear  the  rich  prodncts  of  tropical  cli- 
BMtes.  Several  of  them  have  gold  and  rilver 
niites  (tf  inexhanstiUe  wealth.  These  great 
naaoroea,  which  are  every  day  beoomii^  more 
btown,  already  stimolate  tiie  enterprise  of  every 
Mamocial  nation.  Onrintercoarse  with  them 
employs  a  great  amoant  of  capital  and  many  of 
w  ihips.  From  the  character  of  their  soil 
ud  climate,  and  the  habits  of  their  population, 
H  mj  £tirly  be  concluded  that  they  will  not 
Mo  become  a  mannfaetnring  people.  This 
noden  it  probable  that  these  Kepablioa  will, 
^  mia,  ooDiinne  to  be,  aa  thej  now  are,  tbe 
DMtinarket  for  all  our  auplna  mannftetores. 
Fcmiit  me,  rir,  to  advert  partionlarly  to  our 
Momerce  with  the.BepnUio  of  Fera,  to  exem- 
pt the  advantages  we  now  enjoy,  and  those 
have  in  prospect,  by  onltivatms  the  fHend- 
>lup  and  secoring  the  confidence  of  these  pow- 
en. Id  that  country  onr  floar  is  a  st^le  of 
Mouneroe,  and  oor  cotton  Cabrioa  are  rapidly 
■nperaeding  thoM  of  Calcutta,  heretofore  in 
Knieral  ate.  Between  the  months  of  June  and 
March  last,  five  vessels  sailed  from  Philadel- 
piiit,  bdoD^Dg  to  cHizoDS  of  the  United  States, 
totbe  eostteof  Peru,  rizteen  from  Baltimore, 
y  from  Norfolk,  fonr  from  New  Tork,  one 
ma  Providenoe^  six  fton  Boston,  and  two 


from  Salem,  whose  cargoes,  almost  entirely 
composed  of  our  own  mamuactnres,  and  the 
productions  of  our  own  soil,  amounted  to  two 
millionB  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thoasand 
six  hundred  and  eigh^-fonr  dollars.  Beude^ 
no  doubt,  othera  have  sailed  from  these  and 
other  ports  of  the  United  States  for  that  Be- 
pnUio,  whose  destiny  ia  not  known.  Daring 
the  Same  period,  it  la  known  l&at  ten  Ameriean 
ehipa  have  deputed  fNxn  ports  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  bound  for  Peru,  enfpiged  in 
the  carrying  trade.  Our  commeroe,  direct  and 
indirect,  with  this  Republic  alone,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  the  annuid  rate  of  not  much  less  than 
ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Peru  and  Mexico  are  the  great  fountuna  from 
which  flow,  directly  and  indirectiy,  into  this 
country,  nearly  our  whole  supply  of  the  pre- 
cious metals.  These  are  the  chief  articles  of 
export  from  Peru.  They  are  produced  thet« 
in  greater  abundance  tium  in  any  other  coun- 
try, and  are,  of  ooorse,  to  be  obtained  there  at 
a  cheaper  rate.  This  country,  from  its  geo- 
graphical positim,  its  capacity  to  fomish  an 
advantageous  market  for  our  manufactures  and 
agricultoral  products,  and  the  abundance  it 
furnishes  of  the  predous  metals,  mast  soon  be- 
come the  centre  on  which  our  whole  Asiatic 
oommeroe  will  turn.  We  need  gold  and  silver 
for  tiie  trade  with  India.  Heretofore  we  have 
obtained  them  from  Pern  and  Mexico,  en- 
hanced by  freight  and  insurance.  When  our 
commercial  reutions  with  these  Repablics  are 
placed  on  a  proper  and  permanent  foundation, 
oar  merchants  will  ahip,  in  our  own  ports^  onr. 
own  mannfaetorea  and  agriooltanl  prodaotums, 
for  the  ports  ot  Fern  and  ICaxioo,  and  there 
exchange  tliem  for  the  gdd  and  mlver  necessa* 
ry  to  carry  on  our  Aeiatio  trade,  and  immedi- 
ately  pnxwed  on  thdr  voyage  to  India.  The 
immense  beneficial  efilaots  of  such  a  revolution 
in  our  commeroe  with  that  part  of  the  world, 
mar  be  estimated  by  coondering  the  relief  it 
will  give  to  the  ciroalating  medium  of  the 
county,  from  the  constant  and  enormous  de- 
mands made  upon  it  for  specie  to  vest  in  the 
India  trade. 

By  the  emancipation  of  the  South  American 
Statea,  and  the  oonaequent  demolition  of  the 
Spanidi  odcoiial  i^st^  we  have  a  ready  and 
convenient  market  opened  for  all  our  manofiio- 
tares  and  the  prodnots  of  onr  agriooltare. 
Our  capital  is  employed  in  a  Inorative  com- 
merce. Dor  ahippmg  is  increased,  onr  setbnen 
are  multiplied,  and  new  sources  of  wealth  are 
opened  to  us  in  our  Asiatic  commerce.  The 
enjoyment  of  all  these  advantages  depends  on 
ourselvee — ^apon  our  prudence  in  mamtuning 
good  rektions  witii  these  Bepublics.  Every 
thing,  therefore,  which  relates  to  this  subject 
is  deeply  Intereeting  to  the  manufaoturing  and 
griun-growing  sections  of  tiie  Union. 

We  at  present  pay,  in  the  ports  of  Peru,  on 
our  cotton  fabrics,  a  disoriminatang  duty,  above 
those  p^d  by  other  countries,  of  ten  per  cmt.. 
ud  tm  enormous  dnfy  of  Mvea  dollan  and 
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fifty  cents  od  each  barrel  of  flour  we  export 
there.  It  is  certainlj  a  matter  of  great  conse- 
quence to  OB  to  have  these  duties  repealed,  as 
well  as  to  have  all  our  other  commercial  rela- 
tions with  these  powers  pat  upon  a  proper 
footiog.  It  jDBj  be  said  ims  oan  be  done  with- 
out the  mission  to  Fanima :  that  onnmercial 
treaties  can  be  formed  at  the  sereral  conrta  of 
these  Repablics.  What  proq>eet,  I  ask,  have 
we  of  obtaining  advaatageons  commercial  trea- 
ties with  them,  if  we  treat  their  OTertores  of 
friendly  interoourse  wiUi  haughty  and  insolent 
contempt?  What  better  opporttmit;  can  we 
obbun  of  using  our  influence  on  them,  to  in- 
duce them  to  establish  a  system  of  liberid  com- 
mercial relations  among  themselves,  and  with 
other  nations,  than  is  now  offered  at  the  Con- 
gress of  Panama  t  I  am,  therefore,  decidedly 
m  fovor  of  this  misrion.  I  connder  it  a  meas- 
ure calculated  to  advance,  in  a  pre<emlnent  de- 
gree, the  best  intereata  of  the  nation,  as  w^ 
as  the  great  cause  of  elTUtaation  and  liberty. 

It  is  candidly  avowed^  Hr.  Chairman,  by  the 
honorable  mover  of  this  amendment,  that  his 
object  is,  that  this  House  should  recall  or  re- 
verse the  celebrated  declaration  d  tiie  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  oontwned  in  his 
Hessi^  of  Deoember,  1828.  That  the  amend- 
ment, if  adopted,  womd  have  this  effect,  is  ob- 
vious. This,  if  there  were  no  other,  is  snffl- 
ciont  reason  with  me  for  voting  a^j^ainst  it 
Sir,  I  will  not  recall  that  declaration.  Its 
promulgation  did  this  nation  great  honor,  and 
rendered  inflnila  service  to  the  cause  of  etvili- 
.zation  and  liber^.  And  shall  we  now  tarai^ 
onr  riory,  and  renounce  entirely  our  relation 
to  this  great  caoaef  WIkhu,  rir,  do  we  repre- 
aent  t  A  nation  of  slares  to  some  petty  des- 
pot f  No,  sir ;  we  represent  a  noble,  generous^ 
and  chivalrio  people — a  people  who  are  free, 
and  prood  of  tneir  civil  liberty — a  people  who 
are  Justiy  proud  of  having  their  mstitutions 
taken  as  the  model  on  which  other  nations, 
who  have  broken  the  bonds  of  slavery,  are 
fonniog  theirs — a  people  who  realize  the  noble 
stand  they  have  taken,  by  this  declaration,  at 
the  head  of  the  fomily  of  free  nations ;  who 
are  generondy  anxious  to  see  the  principles  of 
civil  liber^  m  the  earth,  aa  the  watm  cover 
the  ohannds  of  tiie  great  deep." 

In  accordance  with  the  generous  sentiments  of 
Ihe  nation,  the  late  President  made  the  declara- 
tion of  1828.  It  was  received  throughout  the 
United  States  with  enthusiasm.  While  this 
feeling  prevailed  in  every  State  in  this  Union, 
it  was  remarkably  predominant  in  that  one  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  native.  The 
Spring  folloving,  the  convention  there  mot 
which  nominated  one  of  the  mont  distinguished 
men  of  this  age  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
This  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare an  address  to  the  people  of  the  State,  on 
the  snl^eot  of  tiie  ^roaobiug  election.  This 
oommittee,  witii  an  Amerioan  flMling,  and  de- 
votion to  we  oansQ  of  (dvil  libMty,  whidi  does 
them  great  hooot,  in  tbdr  addzwa  advert  to 


this  declaration  in  the  following  terms :  "  The 
present  is  a  period  of  awful  interest  to  all  Re> 

gablican  Govemmenta.  They  are  every  where 
ivaded  by  a  formidable  combination  of  tyrants, 
exulting  in  their  past  aaoceea.  Naj^ea,  Port^ 
gal,  and  Spain,  are  re-eettled  in  me  oahn  of 
de^>oti5m,  and  the  somlHe  monnments  of  ty- 
ranny and  luperstitiai  are  elevated  over  the 
tombs  of  martym  and  pstriota,  and  the  miiis 
of  constitutional  Oovemments.  Tlie  light  of 
Grecian  liberty  mnst  be  extinguished,  as  a 
torch  of  discora  thrown  into  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire. The  conflict  between  the  oppreaBor  and 
the  oppressed,  will  not  be  confined  to  Europe. 
The  fleets  and  amies  of  the  Holy  Allies  em- 
bark for  American  coasts.  American  Sepab- 
lics,  bordering  on  our  own  country,  mnst  be 
subjugated.  The  veteran  patriot  who  presides 
over  the  destinies  of  onr  oonntry,  has  dedand 
we  most  resist— and  the  natkm  sanctions  the 
declaration.  Nor  are  we  left  to  blind  fxu^eo- 
turcj  as  regards  the  light  in  which  this  qmntry 
is  viewed  by  the  deepots  of  Europe.  One  of 
their  ambassadors  lately  declared,  in  the  court 
of  Madrid,  'that  the  United  States  were  the 
sonroe  of  all  the  revolntionary  principles  that 
disturbed  the  erowned  heads  (»£niope.^  How 
can  we  mistake  the  impwt  of  mch  s  dedara- 
tion?" 

This  just  devotion  to  the  canse  of  civil  liber- 
ty was  the  sentiment  (if  my  native  State  then, 
it  is  her  sentiment  now,  and  will  be  her  senti- 
ment to  the  remotest  ages  of  posterity.  I  am 
proud  to  be  the  native  of  a  Sttte  whidi  holds 
the  eaiue  of  liberty  dear,  and  lodn  whb  jeal- 
oo^  on  the  movements  <a  despotsi  And  diall 
I,  s&,  with  thte  known  expremon  of  tiie  pub- 
lic will  before  me,  vote  for  recalling  thia  dec- 
laration ?  No,  sir ;  I  will  not  change  nor  re- 
call one  word,  one  syllable,  nor  one  letter 
of  it 

What,  rar,  was  the  condition  of  the  worid 
when  this  declaration  was  made  t  The  great 
canse  of  freedom  bad  been  overthrown  on  the 
continent  of  Europe.  Spidn,  Portugal,  and 
Naples,  had  been  compelled  to  yield  their  fbee 
Institutions,  uid  to  receive  law  from  abeolote 
despots.  The  light  of  civil  liberty  had  been 
extmgniabed,  aim  one  impeneMUa  ^oom  oi 
despotinn  covered  1hrong£ont  continental  En- 
rope.  The  Holy  Allies  bad  then  effected  their 
unholy  purpose  in  the  Old  WorkL  Bat  th^ 
saw  that  if  the  cause  of  liberty  proqtered,  od 
this  side  of  the  ocean,  its  effects  must,  soon  or 
late,  be  felt  in  their  dominiona.  A  qaeetion 
then  presented  itself  for  their  decision,  big 
with  interest  to  this  country,  to  this  hemi- 
sphere, and  to  the  world :  whether  they  should 
at  once  interpose  with  force  between  Spain  and 
her  revolted  colonies,  reduce  them  to  obedience 
and  their  former  alle^ance,  and  finally  over- 
turn all  free  Govemmmts  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  genius  of  tUa  nation  saw  tb« 
imminent  danger  to  wMdi  the  oanaa  itf  dvil 
liberty  was  exposed,  bjA  resiflved  to  intertesL 
SAm  intsipoiea  hu  ndammtine  lideld  between 
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tbmiD&Qt  BtpaUies  and  the  anoiant  tyimn- 
UH  ei  Europe^  nd  fraaomoed.  the  defiuiUTe 
jemc^  that  the  oeeu  must  be  the  boundary 
Aht  prindidfla.  This  decree  was  pnHnulgated 
in  dw  edelmted  Veeaage  of  the  late  Frendeat 
It  hid  tfafl  detdred  effect,  and  the  cause  of  oivil- 
iatkn,  of  liberty,  and  of  mankind,  was  per- 
-BoOed,  in  this  hemisphere,  to  ti^nmph. 
Mr.  GiHRUT  then  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Churman :  Z  ask  the  indnlgenoe  and  at- 
tention of  the  committee  for  a  few  momenta, 
is  relstioD  to  the  qnestton  before  ns.  I  wish 
to  state,  sir,  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
mois  of  the  resolntion  nnder  discusdon,  and 
in  faror  (rf  the  aroropriation  to  pay  Ministers 
to  be  HDt  to  the  Coi^grees  of  Panama,  as  pro- 
posed Iff  the  rea(diiti(»i  and  Inll  of  th«  Omnmit- 
tee  on  Foreign  Afihira,  and  tor  the  fidloving 

lOHODi: 

Itisnopreoadented  for  the  House  of  Bepre- 
mUdTM  to  give  instnictiona  to  interfere  in 
rditi(Bi  to  leisters  to  foreign  oonrts.  This 
Hotue  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  trea^-mak- 
ing  power:  it  has  onoe  so  determined.  That 
WIS  also  the  opinion  of  Qen.  Washington  on 
tills  sobiect 

The  Home  of  Bepresentativee,  in  1796,  being 
4j«ati^  with  the  treaty  made  with  Great 
Britiin,  called  for  a  copy  of  the  instnictioiis  of 
the  IGidater  who  negotiated  that  Ueaty.  6en- 
«n]  WasUngtoo,  then  Frendent,  in  refonng  to 
tmp\j  with  the  request,  and  in  living  bu  rea- 
•os  ^  ao  daixkg,  states  that, 

^  "bviu  been  a  member  of  the  GcDeral  CooTen- 
!•(•,  ud  knowing  the  prindples  on  which  the  coq- 
aiRtkm  was  formed,  I  hare  vnr  entertained  hot 
«ae  opinion  on  this  aol^ect ;  ud  from  the  first 
MibUiiDMt  of  the  GoTenunent  to  this  moment, 
■t  coDdact  has  «XflmpliQed  that  oidnioo — that  the 
uver  of  aikiiig  treatiea  is  excInaiTel  j  Tested  in  the 
rn«^t,  hj  and  with  the  adrice  and  consent  of 
iIk  Senate,  prorided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  i««s- 
<Bt  uocnr;  and  that  eren  trea^,  so  made  and 
BCDDdi^Bled,  theneeferwara  beeanw  the  law  of  the 
and.  It  la  ikm  that  the  treaty-making  power  has 
ita  DodeTBtood  by  foreign  nations ;  and,  in  all  the 
tcutiea  made  with  them,  we  have  declared,  and 
Ac;  have  beUeTed,  that,  when  ratified  bj  the  Pres- 
idnt,  with  the  advice  and  cODsent  of  tiie  Senate, 
ttcf  became  ebKgato^.  In  this  constmetlim  f>f 
^  eoBMitiiUan,  every  Hoose  of  Representativea  has 
kmofipfs  acqoieaced ;  and,  nntU  the  present  time, 
■K  a  doubt  or  siufrfcion  hu  aiq>eared,  to  mj  knowl- 
«dp,  that  this  construction  was  not  the  true  one. 
^n,  thej  bsTe  more  than  acqniesced ;  for,  till  now, 
*i>ho«a  controverting  the  <^>IigMioo  of  soch  treaties, 
Ucf  have  made  aU  the  rsqnirite  provisions  for 
carTiag  them  Into  eflbet." 

He  adds,  in  eondnaon : 

"  Aa,  therefore,  it  ia  perfectly  clear  to  my  under- 
Ruding,  that  the  assent  of  the  Bouse  of  Represent- 
atim  ia  not  necesaary  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty ; 
u  the  treaty  with  Great  BriUun  exhibits  within 
ifelf  •]!  the  olgects  requiring  legislative  provitioa ; 
ud  M  thess  ibm  papers  edied  fiir  can  throw  no 
>i;ht;  sna^ss  it  is  essential  to  tin  due  adndaistn- 
tisarfthsqwanimBiuthat  the  bonndarlaa  fixed 


by  the  constitution,  between  the  different  Depart- 
ments, should  be  preserred ;  a  Just  regard  to  the 
constitudon,  and  to  the  duty  of  my  office,  under  aU 
the  cirounistances  of  this  case,  IbiUds  acomfdianee 
with  your  request." 

The  House  of  Representatives,  after  this,  by 
two  resolutions,  expressed  their  opinion  on  this 
subject,  the  first  of  which  is  in  the  following 
terms: 

"  Retolvtd,  That,  it  being  declared,  by  the  second 
section  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution, 
'  thst  the  President  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treap 
ties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  jMvsent 
concur,'  the  House  of  Representatives  do  not  claim 
any  agency  in  making  treaties ;  but  that,  when  a 
treaty  stipulates  regulations  on  any  of  the  subjects 
submitted  by  the  constitution  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, it  must  depend  for  Its  execution,  as  to  such 
stipulations,  on  a  law  or  laws  to  be  passed  by  Con- 
gress ;  and  it  is  the  constitutional  right  and  daty  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  in  all  such  coses,  to 
deliberate  on  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
carrying  such  treaty  into  effect,  and  to  determine 
and  act  thereon,  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  most 
conducive  to  the  public  good." 

Special  instmotions  by  this  House  would,  I 
think,  be  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  constitution.  "The  Prendent  shall  have 
power  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint, 
Ambassadors,  other  public  Ministers,  and  Con- 
suls." The  President  also  has  power,  by  the 
oonstitntioo,  to  "flU  np  vaoancies  that  may 
happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
granting  oommissions,  which  shall  expire 
we  end  ct  the  next  sesnon."  The  power  that 
creates,  frmn  neoes^,  in  the  absence  (rf  con- 
stitutional provision  and  law,  must  instruct  and 
direct. 

Ministers  may  be  appointed  and  treattea 
made,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Pres- 
ident alone,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  but 
cannot  be  ratified  without  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds  of  that  body. 

The  laws  of  nations  rec<^ize  the  making  of 
treaties  by  independent  Governments,  through 
the  agency  of  luniatera ;  and  our  constitution, 
in  obedience  to  that  principle,  has  vested  the 
power  of  nominating  and  appointing  Ministers 
with  the  President  and  Senate  of  Uie  United 
States,  and  they  are  responsible  to  the  nation 
for  all  treaties  made  and  adopted. 

Instructions  from  this  House  cannot  be  en- 
forced ;  for  there  is  neither  constitutional  pro- 
Tision  nor  law  to  compel  obedience. 

Not  only  so — the  object  of  the  mission  be- 
ing, in  some  degree,  advisory,  instructions 
might  not,  if  we  had  the  power,  be  Judioionsly 
given. 

If  this  How  has  the  power  contended  for, 
the  Senate  surely  has,  and  the  Preddmt  also. 
And  if  the  instruetirais  cf  the  two  several 
Houses  and  the  Preudent  all  diaagree,  what  is 
to  he  donef  Who  riiall  Ministers  obey?  By 
following  the  direotiona  of  one,  they  disobey 
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die  odiers.  Bedde&  a  principle  like  the  one 
omtended  for,  would  be  awwlinR  withoot  good 
causa,  the  pradenoe  and  visdom  of  the  Ezeen- 
tive.  There  can  be  no  reason  for  alarm :  for 
all  acta  of  the  Preaident  and  Ministors,  in  rela- 
tion to  treaties,  most  be  reviewed  and  sanc- 
tioned by  two-tiiirda  of  the  Senate,  before  they 
can  be  adopted  or  bin^ng.  And  do  gentlenuoi 
donbt  the  prudence  and  wisdom  of  that  angnat 
body  f   If  not,  where  the  danger ! 

In  addition,  this  nation  culs  loudly  for  a 
speedy  appropriation.  Both  principal  and  in- 
terest, in  a  commercial  and  other  points  of 
view,  (potting  a^de  every  other  consideration,) 
ahonld  indnee  ns  to  be  rapresoited  at  the  Ccm- 
groBB  of  Panama.  And  I  venture  to  say  that 
tiiree-foorths  of  the  pec^le  of  the  TTnited  States 
have  ftdl  fiuth  in  tiie  m&don  proposed,  and  tiie 
acta  of  the  Preradent  on  that  sniyect  It  is  hu- 
mane, it  is  benevolent,  it  is  congenial  to  the 
feeling  of  a  free  people,  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  rising  importance  of  the  Sonth  American 
Bepnbliofll  It  looks  to  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  man. 

Generations  to  come  will  approve  oar  acts, 
and  sing  praises  to  the  philanthropists  and 
atatesmen  who  inclined  a  ustooing  ear—lent  a 
helping  hand — received  with  open  arms,  and 
aided  a  sister  Bepablio,  by  the  advice  wd  wis- 
dom of  oar  ooansels.  We  ought  never  to  be 
vearied  with  doing  good.  Why  then  do  we 
heritato  !  Where  is  the  cause  of  alarm  ?  Once 
adopt  a  oold,  political,  nnfeeling  philosophy 
towards  other  nations,  and  let  that  doctrine  be 
enoonnged  and  promulgated  until  the  people 
of  our  own  are  controlled  by  its  principles,  our 
Government  woold  then  be  found  with  an  icicle 
at  its  heart ;  the  streams  of  justice  would  then 
cease  to  flow ;  and  we  should  be  shivering  in 
anarchy,  and  in  the  cold  embrace  of  min.  It 
is  the  love  of  country — the  principles  of  vir- 
tue, humanity,  and  independence— the  liberty 
of  speech,  of  the  press,  and  of  conscience — the 
aympatfaetio  feelings  for  the  soffering  of  others, 
assimilated  to  ooiwlveB,  together  wtOi  a  recol- 
lection of  onr  own,  and  other  heroes,  who  have 
fouf^t  and  bled  that  man  might  be  free,  ttiat 
cements,  harmonizes,  and  sti«ngthens,  that 
fellow-feeling  which  unites  and  sustains  this 
Bepublio,  and  lights  op  a  glow  of  patriotism 
in  every  American  heart  Let  a  different  prin- 
ciple onoe  prevail,  and  the  balance  of  power  be 
destroyed,  which  operates  as  a  powerfal  mag- 
net upon  this  people,  onr  Government  wonld 
fall  to  pieces,  and  dissolve  like  a  rope  of  sand, 
leaving  us  afioat  amidst  the  storms  of  a  politi- 
cal ocean,  witiiout  pilot,  chart,  or  compass. 

The  oonstitntionu  prerogative,  vested  in  oer^ 
tain  departments  in  this  Government,  in  re- 
spect to  Its  dipbmatio  charaoter  witi^  other  na- 
tions, is  admirably  caloolated  to  Insnre  peace 
and  prosperity.  If  other  essential  priDoiples  of 
the  oonstitution  are  preserved,  and  its  intended 
distribution  of  power  to  each  department  right- 
ly continned,  this  Government  Is  founded 
upon  a  rook,  immovable  as  Atlas,  and  imper- 
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ishable  as  time ;  ptditieal  storms  may  heresAer  : 
arise  and  rolL  bnt,  as  long  as  the  empire  of  rea-  ! 
son  reigns,  the  lashing  wave  (rf*  ftetion  may 
beat  in  vain.  I 

A^iring  men^  intrigoing  and  amlutions,  at 
some  future  penod,  may  assail,  in  its  eeaentisl 
part,  with  impetnosity,  and  apparent  soecess  of 
conqaest,  the  battiements  of  uie  constitution; 
but  that  noble  chart  of  liberty,  purchased  by 
the  treasure,  toil,  and  blood  of  the  heroes  and 
fathers  of  the  Revolution,  in  the  hands  of  a 
virtuous,  wise,  patriotic,  and  intelligent  people^ 
will  be  preserved,  and  remain  the  admiratiMi 
of  future  axes,  as  a  scroll  of  wisdom,  independ- 
ence, and  nme.  How  often  is  the  son,  wbea 
marching  gallantiy  on  in  its  mi^estio  coorse,  sud- 
denly obsoored  by  dooda  and  steams  1  Tet,  itt 
powerftd  rays  soon  bnrst  forth  in  aO  Its  tShi- 
gence  and  glory.  So,  in  some  req»eeta,  onr 
constitution,  that  polar  star  of  onr  ooontry,  is 
often  darkened  ana  obscured  by  the  tenupei^a- 
ons  vapors  of  human  intellect  and  ingemntr; 
yet,  like  a  strong  ship  amidst  the  storms  of  the 
ocean,  she  resists  the  tempest,  and  rides  upca 
the  mountain  wave,  carmng  her  gallant  crev 
in  safel?  to  their  destined  port 

Mr.  Ikobah  said :  It  is  with  great  reluc- 
tance that  I  at  any  time  intrude  myself  into  a 
general  debate  on  this  floor,  because  I  caoiiot 
bnt  conrider  ai^  thing  that  I  mig^t  bave  to 
say,  when  subjects  are  so  ftdly  and  much  more 
ably  disotused  by  others,  as  an  intrusion  spot 
the  patience  of  members,  rather  than  as  hsving 
even  a  claim  to  their  indulgence.  There  sn^ 
however,  oocadons  when,  even  under  these 
objections,  members  may  be  justified  in  exer- 
cising their  common  right  of  delivering  their 
sentimraits,  snd  offering  their  reasons  for  th«r  i 
vote  more  fully  than  th^y  can  be  known  from 
a  naked  vote  on  the  journal.  It  often  happens 
that  those  who  disi^ree  as  to  man^  of  their 
prraiises,  will  unite  in  their  conclusions ;  and, 
also,  that  those  who  agree  in  their  premisei^ 
mainly,  may  differ  In  thdr  oonelnrions.  These 
oonsiderationa,  were  there  no  others^  aeein  to 
require  of  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  occaMoi  ' 
to  present  to  the  committee  and  to  my  constit- 
uwts,  the  reasons  which  will  govern  the  vote 
I  am  about  to  give.  Before  I  proceed  to  tlie  I 
general  course  of  remark  which  I  had  pre- 
scribed to  myself^  it  will  be  proper  to  notice 
some  of  the  observations  of  my  oolleague,  vho 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  (Mr.  TnoMsoN.)  My 
colleagne  has  assumed  the  poution  first  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetts,  (Mr. 
WebbtebJ  and  occupied  by  all  who  have  since 
spoken  on  the  same  side.  I  nnderstaitd  it  to 
be  this :  that,  by  adopting  this  amendment,  ve 
attempt  an  unconstitutional  exwdse  of  power, 
inasmuch  as  the  treaty-making  power  is  vested 
in  another  body,  and  hence  we  have  no  ri^t 
to  imtntet  the  nerident  as  to  what  measures 
he  ought  or  ought  not  to  negotiate  about  witii  j 
foreign  powers;  and.  consequenti}^,  we  hare  i 
no  power  or  right  to  deplare  our  opinicm  in  re- 
latini  tothe  measBrea  pnposad  to  be  adopted 
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at  Pananu,  in  the  manner  and  fi)na  of  the 
imendment  now  nnder  ooDsideratdon.  If  xnj 
colleagoe,  and  those  who  hare*  preceded  him, 
hid  made  out  thw  eaae,  cr  ema  given  it  a 
slinsUe  ^mearanoe,  it  iroold  huTe  been  an 
ifflportant  addition  to  their  argnment;  bntin 
this  I  think  they  have  entirelf  failed.  In  the 
first  place,  the  amendment  proposed  is  not  an 
official  instraoti(HL  in  form  or  aoiMtanoe,  and 
must  have  re^^ired  mooh  aid  of  the  imagina- 
tkn  to  otuceiTe  of  it  as  mch.  The  amend- 
ment  ts  neither  more  nor  leas  than  a  rimple  dec- 
Untiwi  of  the  opinion  of  those  who  vote  for 
U,  in  relatioD  to  a  great  qaeetioo  of  national 
fdkf,  whioh  I  hold  we  have  an  Inhmnt  right 
to  Ij  Tirtue  <d  oar  relatim  to  the  people 
ud  dM  eomitrT.  Bat  I  go  fiurOiw,  and,  I 
tnut,  will  be  sue  to  ibow  uwt  the  eqneancm 
<£m<3i  an  opioioa  is  dear^  within  the  ex- 
fn^j  ddegi^ed  powen  oi  Ooiuresa. 

I  adnui  that  few  oooasiona  wul  he  likely  to 
wise,  wherein  it  wonld  be  expedient  or  necea- 
Hryfor  this  Hooae  to  declare  iti  opinion  on 
tDch  sabjeeta ;  but  of  this  the  Hooee  will  lie 
the  judge  for  itself^  and  of  coarse  each  mem- 
ber most  jndge  for  hinueUl  I  have  no  donbt 
the  present  case  will  most  folly  jnstify  the 
deduatioa  proposed.  It  seems  to  me  that  gen- 
tlemen  oanoot  be  aware,  when  they  thus  deny 
tbo  right  of  the  Hoose  of  BepresentatiTes  to 
inatraet  tihe  President,  (as  they  are  pleased  to 
alt  it,)  in  the  form  of  this  amendment,  of  the 
inextricable  difficulties  into  which  th^  doo- 
trioes  will  lead  them.  They  cannot  maintain 
tbeir  poatitHi  without  denying  every  power  of 
Cngreas  upon  the  most  unimportant  interests 
OKaniitted  to  their  charge.  Do  they  not  ex- 
tod  to  all  sobjects  of  legation  within  the 
fimits  prescribed,  by  the  constitutioo  t  Hone 
▼SI  Eoiely  deny  th^  such  B  lepslative  power 
i>  vested  in  Congress,  and  I  a^  no  other  ad- 
Buarions,  (it  is  not  necessary  for  the  purposes 
of  my  aignment,  to  rely  upon  the  Impeaohing 
powo';)  tiie  legislative  power  nndoabtedly 
mart  comprebead  within  tt  the  ase  of  the  ne- 
•esMjy  mi  proper  means  tx  its  exeniae,  and 
&tn>lication  of  those  means  to  the  aooom- 
pliAmeDt  of  it»  legitimate  objects.  This  pow- 
er extends  to  the  r^uladon  of  oommeroe — the 
dKlaration  of  war— and  I  believe  every  con- 
Kiv^le  object  in  one  shape  or  another,  em- 
linced  within  the  treaty-making  power.  We 
pau  laws  in  relation  to  foreign  commerce, 
vMch  Bolnect  is  clearly  within  the  scope  of  the 
tttatf •making  power;  to  alliances,  offensive 
ud  defensive,  whioh  also  belong  to  the  treaty- 
■uting  power.  These  may  involve  war,  and 
yetthe  power  to  declare  war  belong  to  Con- 
pHs.  By  puraung  tiie  subject  in  this  way,  we 
■iwiild  find  the  treaty-making  and  l^islative 
power  so  blended  as  to  be  wholly  inseparable ; 
they  ire,  in  fiKSt,  so  interwoven  together,  thiU 
the  abl^  men  who  have  over  discoased  the 
nbject  in  either  House  of  Congress,  do  not 

Spear  to  have  been  satisfied  themselves  where 
B  luw  of  sepanOMm  is.  NomerDos  examples 


[H.  or  B. 

have  been  ^ven,  whwein  this  House  had  ezer- 
osed  the  same  power  now  proposed,  viz :  That 
of  ^4yV""g  its  c>|>iidons  on  matters  beloo^g 
to  the  treaty-making  power,  I  will  not  repeat 
thes^  but  refer  to  other  exam|des,  in  jud^ 
ment  even  mnoh  stronger. 

On  the  8d  <rf  Uarch,  1815,  Congress  passed 
a  law  proposing,  in  terms,  to  all  foreign  na- 
tions, who  woDud  repeal  their  disoriminating 
imp(wt  and  tonnage  duties  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  that,  as  soon  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  should  be  satdsfled  of  the 
fact,  our  discriminating  duties,  in  relation  to 
such  nations,  diould  also  be  repealed ;  and  this 
law  hu  been  acted  iqmn  in  numeroos  oases, 
with  and  without  treaty  stipulations.  The 
meaaore  was  recommended  by  Preadent  Madi- 
son,  and  has  been  acted  on  by  all  wfao  have 
followed  him.  It  was  not  metely  the  declara- 
tion of  the  opiniou,  but  a  declaration  of  the 
will  of  the  whole  l^slative  body,  on  a  subject 
clearly  within  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
that  declaration  made  previously  too.  There 
is  another  example,  still  much  stronger,  if  pos- 
sible, to  show  that  thtf^islative  power  is  in- 
separable from,  and  even  paramount  to,  the 
treaty-makiag  power.  In  the  year  1778,  the 
old  Oongress  oude  two  treaties  with  Franoe, 
one  of  alliauoe,  offkotlve  and  defensive,  the 
other  of  amity  and  oommeroe.  These  troaUes 
were  made  when  the  United  States  were  in 
close  connection  with  that  country,  united  by 
sympathies  and  interests  of  the  most  imposing 
oharecter;  in  1798,  Congress,  by  law,  abro- 
gated both  treaties.  Is  it  not,  then,  idle  to  as- 
sert that  it  is  nnoonstitntional  to  declare  our 
opinion  on  treaty-making  questions,  when  we 
have  declared  our  will,  both  by  previoos  and 
subsequent  le^lation  ?  Here  I  would  remark, 
by  the  way,  that,  when  these  treaties  were 
formed,  nixie  supposed  that  they  oould  become 
a  Bubjeot  <^  cUmoulty ;  but  the  derignatJon  of 
the  araoles  oonridwea  oontraband,  in  the  treaty 
of  oommeroe  with  Fhuio&  not  being  ingrafted 
in  the  treaty  with  En^and,  in  1794,  commonly 
called  Jay*s  treaty,  was  the  cause  of  the  diffi- 
culties between  the  United  States  and  France, 
and  abo  with  England,  which  led  to  spoliations 
and  depredations  upon  onr  commerce  under 
Orders  of  Council  and  Decrees,  in  violation  of 
national  law,  from  that  time,  until  they  termi- 
nated in  the  late  war  with  England.  Tliese 
difficulties  hod  their  origin  in  national  sympa* 
thies,  and  were  promoted  by  the  same  cause, 
imtil  they  ended  as  I  have  mentioned. 

eoUeagoe  haa  said,  however,  that  we,  the  ■ 
House  of  Bepresentalivea,  cannot  act  in  rela- 
tion to  snlfieets  which  the  Congress  can.  I  do 
not  oomprehead  the  distinction.  Oongress 
never  can  act  as  a  joint  body.  We  act  sepa- 
rately. Each  House  commences  such  measures 
as  it  thinks  proper  to  adopt,  and  it  b^ins  by 
referring  tbem  to  committees,  who  examine, 
investigate,  and  report  their  opinion,  either  in 
a  general  report,  resolution,  or  bill.  This  is 
the  beginning  of  our  acts ;  and  the  House,  ex> 


Digitized  by  Google 


192 


ABBIBOMBNT  OT  THB 


a  or  R.] 

ercusing  all  the  powers  vested  in  the  commit- 
tee, deolarea  its  opinion  for  or  against  the  re- 
ports of  t^e  committees,  or  modifies  them. 
Such  is  the  practice  and  constant  process  of 
oor  Legislatore.  I  am,  therefore,  at  a  loss  to 
^Qow  what  mj  colleagne  means,  when  he  says, 
Congress  may  declare  its  opinion  on  snbjects 
not  within  the  competency  of  the  Honse  to  de- 
dare  its  opinion  opon. 

I  do  not  think  my  colleagne  has  made  oat 
his  case,  that  we  are  about  to  ezerdu  an  im- 
oonstitntional  power  by  Instracting  the  Presi- 
dent ;  but,  if  he  had  moved  to  change  the  form 
of  the  resolution,  so  as  to  obviate  eveiy  ap- 
pearance of  its  being  an  instruction,  and  this 
motion  had  iwen  rejected,  then  he  might  have 
some  right  to  insist  that  the  reeoluticm  was  ob- 
jectionable in  form ;  if  he  would  make  such  a 
motion,  without  affecting  the  sulwtance,  he 
should  have  my  vote  oheerfnlly ;  but  there  is 
DO  form  in  which  an  opinion  on  thia  subjeot 
could  be  declared,  which  might  not  be  ot^ect- 
«d  to  for  the  same  reason. 

The  suMect  does  ^ipear  to  me  so  plain,  that 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  ooncelte  how  sudi  an  olgeo- 
ticm  has  been  made  so  current  among  the  op- 
ponents of  this  amendment;  unless,  indeed,  me 
want  of  more  substantial  ground  to  rest  upon 
baa  forced  gentlemen  to  occupy  this.  Our  ob- 
ject is  to  declare  our  opinion  upon  a  great 
measure  of  national  policy,  not  in  the  form  of 
official  instructions,  but  with  a  view  to  making 
known  that  opinion,  as  well  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  Qovemment  as  to  the  world. 
This  opinion  can  have  no  other  than  a  moral 
influence ;  and  in  that  respect  it  is  Intended, 
and  will  not  be  disregarded.  And  it  is  very 
immaterial  as  to  what  ftmn  of  words  it  m^ 
be  expressed  in,  so  as  that  thc^  may  be  under- 
stood. My  colleagne  bas  pressed  the  u-gument 
with  such  earnestness,  that  I  cannot  doubt  his 
rincetity ;  but  he  has  surely  not  examined  the 
whole  snbject,  or  he  would  have  seen  to  what 
difflcalties  such  anti-republican  doctrines  would 
lead  him.  He  says,  we  have  no  power  to  in- 
struct, because  we  cannot  compel  the  PreA- 
dent.  I  am  sony  to  see  my  colleague  so  mis- 
led by  a  sympathetic  sensibility  to  Executive 
supremacy.  I  do  not  feel  it,  nor  would  my 
principles  permit  me  to  cultivate  it,  whoever 
might  be  President.  Is  it  true  that  this  House 
oannot  compel  the  Preddent  in  any  case  t  I 
will  not  fimow  my  oolleagne  in  his  supposi- 
tions, "  that  we  might  as  wdl  order  the  Presi- 
dent, by  law  or  reeolnticni,  to  i^>point  this  or 
that  officer  of  the  army  or  navy,  to  this  or  that 
station,"  as  adopt  this  amendment. 

That  power  is  not  legislative ;  it  is  a  pure, 
nnmixed  Executive  power,  although  I  oould 
find  an  example,  daring  the  late  war,  in  which 
an  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  the  President 
by  law  from  sending  the  army  across  the  line ; 
that  was,  however,  a  mere  ebullition  of  faction 
which  cannot  be  defended.  But  is  this  Hoose 
without  power  "to  oompel  the  Preddent?" 
I  will  pot  a  oaae  for  the  eonddentiw  oi  those 


who  advance  this  doctrine,  so  degrading  to  the 
power  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatives.  Snp- 
pose  the  oounOy  to  be  involved  in  war.  It 
oannot  be  carried  on  without  the  exerci$%  at 
the  constitutional  power  of  this  House,  in  pro- 
viding the  means.  Overtures  for  peace  are 
made :  the  President  sends  Ministers  to  nego- 
tiate. It  is,  however,  known  to  this  Boa>e, 
that  the  enemy  have  offered  an  honorable 
peace.  The  President,  ambitions  of  oonqoest, 
reftasea  to  make  peaoe :  will  yon  thai  tul  me 
that  this  House  naa  no  eonstitatiwal  li^t  to 
declare  its  opini(»i,  becMse  it  cannot  mai«  a 
treaty?  What  would  the  Honse  do  ip  this 
easel  I  pnt  it  to  every  member  who  has  de- 
nied oor  c(nistitntional  to  express  oor 
opinion  in  this  case,  to  say  what  he  woald  do 
in  that  ease ;  would  he  suffer  the  interest  and 
peace  and  hi^piness  of  the  country  to  be  Jeop- 
ardized by  an  ambitions  President,  and  at 
ailentiy  and  submissively  voting  the  soppliee, 
witiiout  expressing  sn  opinion  I  Sir,  we  would 
not  hesitate  a  moment  to  speak  to  him  in  a 
YtAce  tiat  he  coold  not  misunderstand.  We 
would  not  speak  by  adding  a  rider  to  our  ap- 
propriation bill,  but  we  would  speak  by  reso- 
lution, and  say  to  him^ou  must  put  an  end  to 
the  war.  Wonld  any  President  disr^ard  mck 
an  admonitim  ?  I  should  like  to  know  wheth- 
er a'  resolution  of  that  kind  would  be  an  ua- 
constitutional  instruction  to  the  PresidcDL 
Call  it  what  you  please,  the  President  would 
be  compelled  to  obey ;  he  must  send  his  Minis- 
ters instructed  to  make  peaoe.  Sir,  would  gen- 
tiemen  deny  to  this  House  the  power  which,  in 
such  oases,  is  exercised  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment? The  President  is  an  agent  <tf  the  peo- 
ple;  he  is  not  presumed,  under  the  finm  of  our 
Government,  to  possess  any  sovw^mpower ; 
he  only  exercises  delegated  power.  Ine  sov- 
eraign  power  of  this  nation  rests  in  the  peo- 
ple ;  but,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Bntii-h 
Oonstitution,  it  is  in  the  king,  and  yet  tiiere  the 
Parliament,  when  it  determines  for  peace, 
makes  known  its  desire  to  the  sovereign,  and 
he  must  obey.  Such  was  the  declaration  of 
Parliament,  which  terminated  the  war  against 
us  in  the  Kevolntion,  and  gave  us  our  inde- 
pendence. [Mr.  Thomson  expluned:  he  saiil 
he  did  not  deny  the  power  to  express  opinion, 
but  to  instmct]  I  am  not  aware,  sud  Mr.  I., 
that  I  have  misstated  any  expression  of  my  col- 
league; he  will  do  me  the  JnsUoe  to  believe 
that  my  very  gKat  perscmal  respect  fbr  him.  if 
not  for  myself  womd  fbrbid  that  I  could  in- 
tend to  misstate  or  n^srepresent  any  argmncnt. 
I  think,  however,  he  must  be  satisfied,  that,  if 
snoh  a  resolution  as  that  before  us  is  exception- 
able on  the  ground  of  its  being  an  instruction, 
that  every  declaration  of  opinion  by  this 
House,  on  subjects  which  belong,  in  any  man- 
ner, to  the  Executive  duties,  must  also  be  un- 
constitutional. Before  I  take  leave  of  my  col- 
league, I  would  say  a  word  on  the  topic  ron- 
fidenoe,  which  has  been  introdnced  into  tins 
debate  as  a  principal  fonndatioa  of  the  oppoei- 
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to  to  thii  nMndment.  It  is  <rf  aome  impor- 
tueetbat  in  dKHdd  onderaUaidit.  I  would 
itpote  the  Mme  OMifldcnoe  in  one  branch  of 
flt  GoranaieBt,  aa  aoeh,  that  I  would  in  an- 
■Iber;  bat  no  degree  of  omfidMiee  that  Ima^ 
lepoae  in  ny  other  depnimeat  can  relieTe  me 
Inm  a.j  ova  proper  reeponsibOity.  Gkutle- 
mea  will  not  8^  mat  we  ought  not  to  examine 
bilb  from  the  Senate,  beoaoBe  we  have  oonfi- 
deoee  in  that  body ;  nor  ia  it  an  improper  dia- 
tniat  for  05  to  examine  their  biUa,  with  aa 
Dmeh  care  a>  we  do  ^ose  rq>orted  by  oar  own 
eommittMi.  So  at  the  Fnindent :  where  his 
ivUm  m  iDTcdved  with  onra,  and  we  hare  a 
joint  reqKnuilHli^,  we  moat  Judge  for  onr- 
Mlna,  aod  act  in  aocordanoe  with  that  judg^ 
sent,  and  not  maa  confidence.  These  are  my 
Tkn  open  ma  pmnt  My  oolleaffae  aaja, 
fomu  in  erery  t&ngl  I  andetstaiM  him  to 
weta  coDstitational  forma.  In  thia  I  agree 
withbim;  bet  hare  not  bera,  able  to  pwoeiTe 
fte  iG^test  obetade  to  thia  reaohition  in  any 
brm  of  the  eonstitntioa :  on  the  other  hand, 
I  think  I  bare  ahown  that  oar  right  to  expreaa 
n  opiaim  in  ttiis  case  ia  an  nndonbted,  per- 
fect, constitotiooal  right,  derived  frocn  cor 
l«islatiTe  power,  and  dearly  within  the  aphere 
M  our  datiea.  The  nature  of  oar  obligwta, 
in  iriition  to  upproptiaXioaBf  haa  also  been 
bm^  iato  thia  diaeDadoiL.  and  I  will  tal» 
Ah  oeeidoa  to  w^lain  my  Tiewa  of  it.  There 
m  tbrae  danea  of  ^pn^niatkma  made  by 
Omgnm.  lat  Those  orer  which  we  hare  an 
radoibted  diaerMkn.  2d.  Those  made  in  par- 
Ruee  oS  eootraota.  8d.  Thoae  made  obiiga* 
tofj  by  tbe  oonsdtntion.  Of  thia  laat  elasa  are 
tbe  aalimee  whieh  the  constitution  has  deolBred 
■toll  not  be  diminiahed,  such  as  those  of  the 
Jodgta  of  the  United  Ststea  Ooorta,  <ko.  With 
wpect  to  these  three,  there  is  not  only  a 
■ml,  but  a  conatitntiMial  obligation :  we  are 
nom  to  Bopport  the  constitution,  and  cannot 
*ithbold  a  salary  whioh  that  instroment  haa 
iedand  ^|  not  be  diminished.  The  next 
daa  of  ai^opiiatunuL  about  which  there  ia 
mj  donbt;  is  that  mam  in  punuanoa  of  otm- 
tnct.  vbetlier  in  pmmaooe  w  treaties  or  oth- 
trtontnwta. 

I  bold  it  to  1m  inoraitroTertible,  that,  when- 
t^r  tbe  (XMmtitation  haa  riven  ua  tiie  power, 
vithoat  qnalificatirai,  to  do  any  not,  we  must 
K  Tcated  with  a  disinretionary  power  to  deter- 
Biu  Qpon  its  expediency :  the  obligation  can- 
ant  be  absolute.  It  has  beenaaid  that  we  hare 
^  [^yscal  power.  I  aay  we  have  the  oonati- 
tartoMl  power.  There  ia,  however,  a  moral 
oUig&tion  opon  na  to  exercise  this,  aa  well  as 
c^t^ry  other  power,  aooordlng  to  the  principles 
^  Jiutice  and  good  fUth— of  which  we  must 
K  tbe  Jodgea.  Every  ocatniot,  however, 
vbicb  dependa  upon  an  ^qiropriation  for  its 
tiul  exeeatim,  most,  from  the  nator*  (tf  the 
CM,  be  made  salneet  to  that  emdition :  bat  I 
will  admit  the  obligatitm  to  be  much  stronger 
to  »Ppropri»te  wiiere  a  contract  exists,  than 
*bem  than  to  iMnc^  and  wliieh,  p*~*^'"g  to 
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my  judgment,  reaolvea  itself  into  thia:  That^ 
whm  an  ^ipT(q[»riati(Hi  is  asked  to  ear^  into 
flill  effect  a  oontraet  of  any  kind,  those  who  re- 
fose  it  must  incur  the  re^tmirfbuitj  of  showing 
good  and  aoffloient  reasons  for  not  graating  it ; 
uiey  most  satisfy  th^  own  oonacienoes  that 
the  pnbUo  interest  forbids  tiie  grant  of  money; 
the  barden  of  the  proof  lies  upon  them ;  uie 
presnmptiona  are  all  in  favor  of  the  appropria- 
tion. Bat,  in  ordinary  eases,  the  barden  of 
pnxtf  liea  on  the  other  side ;  before  money  can 
properly  be  asked  ftom  the  Treasury,  the  ne- 
oeastty  for  it  mast  be  shown.  This  I  consider 
a  safo  and  aound  doctrine  <hi  this  snl^ject,  from 
which  nothing  la  to  he  ftand,  if  it  is  ftiwfiiUy 
adhered  to. 

In  another  part  of  the  argnmmta  of  my  ed- 
leegae,  he  anoted  a  panufn^h  firom  an  aodroM 
to  toe  people  ot  Fennsylvaiiia,  by  the  conven- 
tim  of  that  State  who  nominated  General 
Jaokaon  for  the  Preaiden<^  of  the  United  Statesi 
So  far  from  finding  any  thing  in  that  papw  to 
weaken  the  positwn  I  have  taken,  I  aooord, 
heart  and  hand,  with  every  sentiment  that  he 
haa  quoted.  That  declaration,  as  well  as  the 
memorsUe  Message  to  which  he  refora,  was 
predicated  on  a  state  ttf  things  which  no  one 
now  pretends  to  have  existence :  That  the  Holy 
Alliance  was  about  to  engage  in  a  war  not 
merely  against  South  America,  but  against  all 
free  Govemnnnta.  Had  soch  a  purpose  been 
known  to  exist,  to  an  extant  that  iroidd  hara 
comprehended  our  Gorenunent,  it  would  have 
been  no  difference  where  tiiey  atruok  the  blow; 
aaoh  a  war  would  have  been  oar  war ;  but  even 
in  each  a  oaaa  we  ahoald  not  have  beian  wilUng 
to  have  entan^ed  oorselves  with  any  agree* 
menta  to  guarantee  the  free  institutions  of  »>ath 
America :  for  these  might  have  been  changed 
by  tbe  people  themselves,  with  whioh  we  had 
no  right  to  interfere.  But  there  is  no  sach  case 
before  us  now.  What  are  we  about  to  dof 
If  there  is  any  meanins  in  the  language  of  these 
documrata,  one  and  iJl,  we  are  to  enter  into 
etipolattons  witii  the  Otmgress  at  Panama,  tiiak 
we  will  resist  any  interferenoe  of  tbe  Govern- 
ments of  Europe  in  the  war  between  Booth 
America  and  Spain,  onder  any  ciroamatanoea 
that  saeh  a  war  might  arise.  Is  not  tills  voy 
di^r«it?  Can  we,  having  a  doe  regard  to  the 
peace  and  lu^idnesB  and  aafe^  of  oar  own 
country,  enter  mto  an  agreement  that  mi^ht 
bind  us  to  engage  in  a  war  for  any  other  nation 
or  nations  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  whether  it 
was  Just  or  not  f  I  am  opposed  to  eteriug  into 
any  stipulations  of  this  nature,  and  believe  we 
oi^t  to  leave  the  Government  free  to  deter- 
mine that  question,  whenever  the  case  shall  arisc^ 
and  not  commit  oorselves  beforehand,  as  it  ia 
{nvpMcd  to  do.  Shall  we  eompromit  the  hap- 
less of  thia  people,  and  the  character  of  oar 
Government,  by  atipalating  with  the  Bontfaem 
American  nmona  that  we  will  go  to  war  irith 
Russia  or  England  for  ten  or  fifteen  miles  or 
leagues  of  the  northwest  coast  t  In  short,  rir, 
shall  we  unite  our  destiny  with  that  of  any  oth- 
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«r  nation  od  the  &oe  of  the  riobet  I  have 
never  oeued  to  ^mptHaM  with  the  people  of 
Bonthem  America  in  th^  straggle  for  liberty; 
there  is  eoarcdj  a  man  in  this  naiioa  who  has 
not  Bympathized  with  them ;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  we  shall  be  carried  awij  by  these 
9^p^ies  to  entan^e  onnelTea  in  their  for- 
eim  disputes  or  wars. 

It  will  not  be  pretoided  that  every  nation 
which  has  established  free  institntiomL  will  al- 
ways act  with  JnsUce  in  its  dispntes.  I  devont- 
ly  wish  they  may  do  so ;  bnt,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  we  have  no  seonrity  that  they  wilL 
Bat.  BimMwe  we  enter  into  the  stiptilBtions  and 
ujoint  deoUration  **  reeommendea  hy  the  Ftee- 
kfont,  win  the  South  American  Ooremments 
be  the  more  likely  to  act  withjnstioe  towards 
other  nations  t  Finding  tb«  l^ted  States  at 
th«r  back,  win  it  make  them  more  oarefol  to 
act  with  ioBtice  aad  pnidenoe  in  their  foreign 
polioy  f  Power  often  forgets  right,  among  na- 
tions, as  well  as  men,  and  the  rtronger  we 
pake  snob  combinations  the  more  apt  they  will 
be  to  disr^ard  justice.  Onr  policy  is  pescofal, 
and  the  cardioaf  virtne  of  Bepablican  GoTera- 
ment  should  be  jostioe.  Whatever  oompromits 
tiiese,  jeopardizes  not  only  the  happiness  of  a 
free  people,  but  the  character  of  thur  Goveni- 
mentw  I  will  say  nothing  in  answer  to  the  ar- 
guments for  tiiiBpoUtiou million,  addreased  to 
onr  capidity  ana  lore  of  trade.  Every  (me 
knows  that  no  commercial  treaties  can  be  formed 
at  Panama.  That  power  is  expressly  reserved 
from  the  Oongrees  in  the  treaties  between  those 
States;  besides,  we  have  commercial  treaties 
with  most  of  the  States  already,  and  no  aerioos 
difficulties  exist  in  making  others. 

Why  this  sabjeot  baa  beenintrodnoedlknow 
not,  nnless  to  opmto  upon  ^ose  who  may  not 
have  the  means  of  detectiiu  its  fallacy.  I  re- 
cor  to  the  question,  then.  Have  we  a  right,  or 
have  we  not,  to  declare  our  opinion  on  this 
great  qnestioit  of  policiy  t  If  we  have  no  con- 
■titnttonal  power  to  pass  this  amendment,  we 
oonmiit  an  act  of  osorpation ;  bat  if  we  have 
the  power,  and  consequently  the  right,  those  who 
deny  it  endeavor,  by  artificial  torn  wd  neti^  to 
embarrass  the  free  deliberations  ot  this  Hooae^ 
and  are  guilty  of  a  flagrant  attempt  to  prostrate 
its  ru^ts  and  power  at  the  feet  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  the  €K)venunent.  One  or 
the  other  of  these  conclnsions  most  follow — we 
have  the  power  and  the  right,  or  we  have  it 
not. 

I  will  not  stop  to  consider  the  form  of  the 
words  proposed  to  be  used  for  this  purpose, 
nor  to  examine  the  constitutional  objection  to 
this  amendment^  urged  by  the  «n11«natt  from 
Maemcbnietts,  on  aoeonnt  of  Ita  having  the 
vords  "  being  understood  "  at  .the  head  of  it. 
The  of  my  vote's  "  being  nnderstood"  is 
no  objection  with  me.  It  is  for  that  pnrpose  I 
vote  for  the  amendment.  We  propose  to  de- 
dare,  in  a  distinct  and  separate  resolution,  in 
reroeotfol  terms,  the  sentiments  of  tiiis  Hooae, 
■tt^ u  we  beUeve^     thia  natiiMO,  oa  ap«at 
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subject  of  national  p<^icy,  which  is  also^  ai  his 
been  shown  inoidoital^,  oonneoted  with  our 
legislative  powers;  and  sodi  a  dedantionii 
met,  not  by  a  denial  of  the  tnitii  of  its  pmpoA- 
tions,  bntbytbeassertiMi  that  it  is  anbifruge- 
ment  upon,  an  invason  of^  the  Kxecotive  pn- 
rogativesl  Have  I  not  uiown  that  this  doe- 
trine  is  wholly  nnsonnd  t  But  I  will  sf^wsl  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Prerident  himself  who,  I  im 
sure,  would  not  venture  to  advance  the  doc- 
trines we  have  heard  on  thia  floor.  I  im 
bound  to  believe,  from  the  evidence  contsined 
in  his  Message,  that  he  thoo^t  we  ouiht  to 
e^rMS  our  opinion,  not  only  in  general,  but  to 
detail;  becamel  must  believe  tlut  be  meant  to 
act  candidly  and  fiurly  with  us,  when  he  sob- 
mitted  thia  whole  snljeet  to  the  '*free  datend- 
nation"of  theHoneeofRepreseDtativflB;  thtf^ 
in  hia  communication,  he  meant  to  addr^tbii 
House  aa  a  dignified  statesman  would  slnji 
address  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment  with  which  he  was  connected.  I  tbink 
it  derogatory  to  his  diaracter  to  suppose  that 
he  intended  we  should  decide  in  the  gross  far 
or  agunst  this  measure,  without  reference  to 
its  details. 

What  woold  be  the  incontrovertible  inffr- 
enoe.  under  these  circumstances,  if  an  0T<!^ 
whelming  nuijority  of  tliis  House  ebaUne^n 
this  propoNta^  after  the  manner  In  whieb  hs 
haa  aa1»nitted  ttds  matter  to  uaf  VobM  Im 
not  have  a  right  to  believe — ^wonld  not  Ae 
nation  and  the  world  think — that  this  Hoon 
were  in  ftvor  of  compromiting  the  fiatoienei- 
trality  of  the  oonntry  ?  Every  man  of  oohhdob 
srase  would  so  understand  it.  Gentlemen  mi? 
rest  as  well  as  they  can  upon  their  nice  wire- 
drawn distinctions ;  tlie  people  of  tins  ooostrr 
wUl  not  look  to  tiieee ;  they  will  always  \wk 
to  substance  when  they  want  to  Judge  ot  ov 
acts,  and  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  theycas 
judge  of  them.  They  will  find  our  names  n- 
corded  on  the  journal  either  in  fiivor  (rf  or 
against  a  pdicy  whidi  is  intended  to  eomndt 
onr  fbtnrenentrality.  With  Uwm,  too^  we  shall 
find  that  forms  are  nothing,  substance  evoy 
thing;  and  gentlemen  who  incUne  to  vote 
agfunst  the  amendment  on  acoount  of  fomi,  «i& 
do  well  to  reflect  upon  the  portion  the;  irill 
be  placed  in.  These  records  m^  rise  in  judg- 
ment agunst  them,  and  the  time  may  eoms 
when  t£e  entan^I^oents  we  are  now  «>oat  to 
commence  will  uduce  our  posterity  to  io<k 
back  into  them,  and  point  with  scorn  to  the 
names  of  the  men  who  first  sanctioned  this 
scheme  of  a  political  connection  with  forei^ 
countries.  Ine  Preddrat  will  stand  justified 
—it  will  be  seen  that  he  aubmitted  tiie  whole 
question  fbr  the  "free  detennination  **  of  the 
Honse  of  BeiweBentaitve&.  Whether  ri^^t  or 
wrong,  he  oomsulted  b<^  branches  at  Congress^ 
and  t£ey  not  only  sanctioned  the  measure,  bnt 
negatived  a  declaration  that  we  ought  to  par> 
sue  onr  oLi  polioy  of  avoiding  eutui^ng  sUi- 
anoes.  It  will  be  no  excuse  to  say  that  tiui 
thing  was  done  because  monben  thoofl^t  it  in- 
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deficato  to  expreM  any  opinion ;  and,  in  order 
tojtutifj  tberaselTei;  cfHutmed  the  Prendent'B 
Message  to  mean  what  be  never  intended,  and 
in  contradietum  to  its  mort  obvioas  impoit.  Z 
would  nrge  gentlemen  to  goard  witii  jealone 
etatum  ereiy  appearance  of  departure  frc»u  s 
policj  so  deeply  intereeti^  and  vital  to  the 
upfuneas  of  tbia  nation,  liiia  ia  not  aUf  sir ; 
tbe  policy  now  propowd  is  in  direct  opposit&m 
to  the  admoiutionB  and  ftrewdl  advioe  of  the 
moet  illastrioaa  man  that  ever  lived,  ffis  ad- 
fice  I  would  almost  admit  to  he  condn^ve 
with  me  in  all  cases.  He  had  vast  and  oom- 
preheosive  views  of  the  interests  of  his  oonntry, 
■nd  bis  heart  had  Bcaroe  a  throb  bnt  for  her 
prosperity.  I  woold  think  myaelf  very  safe  in 
adoptiiig  lus  farewell  advice  for  my  p<ditical 
Bible ;  and  to  act  upon  faith  on  it,  withont  Bp- 
peal.  That  great  man  perfectly  ni^erstood  the 
ungeroiu  tendency  of  forming  political  oonnec- 
tiooB  and  <^nifnftA«  with  fiw^gn  natloiu,  and 
htnr  easy  it  ra^  by  an  entapgwunent  with  one 
Mtioo,  to  nidte  the  hoatili(7  and  Jealon^y  of 
others.  Ho  deariy  ftranw  that  aoch  otmneo- 
tions  oonld  easly  involve  the  naticm  in  war, 
even  without  the  ooDsent  of  its  Government  or 
Utt  pemile.  A  pledge  thus  (fiv«a  commits  the 
pnblio  jUth,  and  the  ocoariim  mi^t  h^pen  in 
which  there  would  be  no  choice  for  tiie  Gov- 
entmeat,  bat  to  violate  the  faith  of  the  nation, 

go  to  war.  The  highest  responsibility  de- 
TOlred  apon  Congress  is  the  power  to  declare 
Tir;  bat  every  parpoee  of  the  constitation  is 
defeated,  if  we  are  involved  in  war  by  a  pledge 

Uth  or  treaty  of  alliance,  in  which  Oon- 
pm  has  not  been  oonsolted.  Bat  we  are  told 
ue  meamres  to  be  negotiated  at  Panama  can- 
Ht  Mnil)^  invfdve  w  in  war.  I  pot  it  to  tlie 
enoor  of  erny  member  iriio  hears  may  whether 
Am  assnmption  is  not  wholly  nnfonndedt 
Tby  is  it  proposed  to  make  a  'Moint  declara- 
tion "that  no  Eoropeaa  nation  Bnall  hiterfere 
Mweea  Bpain  and  the  Sooth  American  Btatest 
Thy  ii  it  proposed  to  stipulate  with  the  Sonth 
Aaieriean  Governments  that  we  will  not  per^ 
■it  eoloniaation  on  oar  territory  t  Is  it  emp^ 
Tiad,  or  do  we  intend  to  fiilfil  what  we  prom- 
iMl  If  we  do,  and  the  case  occurs,  we  mast 
80  to  war,  withoat  being  left  free  to  judge  of 
tte  tdgeocy,  or  we  mast  violate  our  national 
ftiflu  Thcoe  oonnderations  prove  as  well  the 
titb  as  the  expediency  of  declaring  what  we 
Miere  to  be  the  trae  policy  of  the  conntry.  It 
ii  therefore  oar  most  solenm  duty  to  declare 
oar  o[nnion,  whatever  it  may  be ;  and  any  at- 
tanpt  to  prevent  the  fnlfilmwt  of  that  duty, 
>?  nice  luir-splitling  technicalities,  and  snch 
amtibitional  diffioalties  as  we  have  hrard  ad- 
duced, I  cannot  bat  consider  as  a  moet  fla< 
^rut  attempt  toproetrate  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  of  this  Hoase,  at  the  feet  of  Executive 
power.  These  doctrines  were  not  taught  in 
ttie  M.  Bwnblican  scho(^  and  I  trast  they 
vUl  never  be  earreiit  in  oar  oonntnr.  They 
aotonly  nndemdne  the  finu^ation  of  onr  ays- 
tan,  bat  thar  an  so  pa^aUy  ineoiwiBtcn^  that 


some  other  consideration  than  their  intrinsic 
merit,  mast  be  necessary  to  induce  any  one  to 
adopt  them.  We  may  declu«  to  the  iVeaident 
that  he  flhall  make  peace.  We  may  declare 
that  any  treaty,  when  made,  onght  to  be  abro- 
gated ;  and  we  may  refase  to  carry  oo  war. 
All  these  most  important  powers,  the  exercise 
of  which  is  ftanght  with  snob  haaiudova  oonae- 
qoenoea,  cannot  be  denied  to  as ;  bnt  we  are 
gravely  told  that  we  violate  the  constitution,  if 
we  express  any  <^[dnion  in  relMion  to  any  <me 
of  these  snljects.  After  the  danger  has  oooar> 
red,  we  may  apply  a  remedy  to  the  evil,  bat  we 
mast  not  pve  an  opinion  by  way  of  a  preven-  , 
tive  I  Oan  any  thing  be  more  abenrd  ?  On  the 
contrary,  I  midntain,  that  the  true  theory  of 
oar  Ooveroment  requires,  on  all  great  and  mo- 
mentous questions,  that  there  dionld  be  some 
previous  sanction  of  all  the  branches,  in  order 
to  secure  its  harmonious  operation — not  in  the 
manner  proposed  some  gentlemen  in  this 
case,  hot  by  a  "  free  determuiation  "  upon  the 
wluue  merits  of  tbe  measnre.  We  have  had 
indeed  the  semblanoe  of  thse  deliberations  prof- 
ferod  to  tis  in  this  case,  but  nothing  more.  Ac- 
cording to  the  doctrines  laid  down  here,  it  haa 
in  fact  been  more  like  a  snare  l^d  for  or, 
(whether  so  Intended  or  not,)  than  any  thhigelee. 

T)ie  President  sends  a  proposition,  inviting 
oar  free  determination  upon  it ;  and  when  we 
are  abont  to  express  oar  opinion  as  to  the  meas- 
ures he  proposes,  we  are  met  on  the  threshold, 
by  his  most  oonfldential  friends  in  this  House, 
and  told  tiiat  we  must  not  look  Into  the  detiuls 
of  this  measnre ;  we  most  not  even  look  into 
the  doooments  he  has  sent  as  for  the  evidence 
of  Us  intentions ;  we  most  oondder  the  whole 
project  in  noss,  andhaveftaUoonfidenoelnthe 
Executive  discretion;  and  that  we  will  violate 
the  constitution,  if  we  express  any  opinion  dif- 
ferent  from  that  of  our  Committee  of  Fore^ 
Relations.  This  is  not  sll.  We  may  oonnder 
the  proprietr  of  making  the  appropriation,  bat 
subject  to  uie  "^ond  obligation of  voting 
the  supplies  to  carry  into  effect  whatever  the 
President  and  Senate  may  constitutionally  do  I 

If  this  is  "  free  determination,"  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand  it  Such  may  be  the  ^pearance 
on  the  journals,  but  it  cannot  be  real ;  the  whole 
tendency  of  such  doctrines  is,  to  make  the  Ez- 
eentivB  power  abacdate,  and  .prostrate  this 
House  at  its  feet.  The  Prudent  may  ^boosb 
his  measures  before  us,  our  committees  may 
discuss  them,  and  make  long  detailed  reports 
upon  all  the  topics  suggested  by  the  President, 
uid  express  their  opinions  on  each,  bat  this 
House  must  not  speaR,  unless  it  be  in  an  affirm- 
ative response  to  the  Executive  edict.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  bo  much  zeal  in  snpport  of  what  I 
consider  a  repudiated  doctrine,  on  Executive 
confidence,  and  es[>eeially  from  my  colleague 
who  spoke  on  a  fbrmer  occasion,  (Hr.  Wcbts,) 
for  whose  Bonnd  republican  principles,  and  for 
whom,  personally,  I  have  very  graat  renieot. 
He,  sir,  if  I  am  not  ndstakoi,  asked  if  we 
"  would  suppose  the  President  wonld  do 
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wroDff.'*  [Mr.  Wimn  explained,  that  be  mnst 
hare  been  munuiderHtood ;  if  he  had  used  moh 
an  ezpresdon,  he  fmly  meant  that  a  reasmable 
eonfidenoe  mnat  be  repoeed  in  each  depart- 
ment that  it  will  do  ita  dntgr  within  its  qtbere ; 
tiuthedldiMt  intend  to  exiffeai  anrideaofa 
^Moial  eoDfldflnee  in  paUki  men.]  Jlx.  I.  ob> 
•erred,  I  am  fa^>pr  to  bear  the  fl]q>lanation  of 
mj  ot^eane ;  aa  we  remark  is  now  qnaUfled, 
there  Is  little  diffierenoe  between  na  on  that 
point.  The  exprearion,  aa  X  hare  stated  it, 
waa  wed,  thoof^  I  have  no  doabt  it  was  s 
mere  slip  of  the  toogne ;  It  only  serves  how- 
ever to  show  the  danger  of  rastaining  argn- 
meota  fundamentallj  errcmeons.  If  mj  col- 
league bad  not  been  on  the  brink  of  the  pred- 
pioe,  h.e  would  not  have  fallen  in.  I  am  glad 
to  bear  him  disavow  the  principles  to  whid 
mch  doctrines  lead. 

Man  is  not  changed,  Mr.  Oh^rman,  \>j  time 
or  plaoe:  be  ia  awl  uie  erootore  of  edaaattop 
and  of  habit  Bemove  the  means  of  edneation, 
and  In  a  ring^e  age  the  whole  hnman  race 
wonld  sink  into  savage  ignorance.  Principles 
■lime  can  ecmtrol  and  fix  nia  habits.  Principles 
are  every  thing  In  pt^tica.  I  wonld,  without 
ciainiing  anj  other  right  to  oflto  advice  to 
Tonnger  fii^da  than  that  which  I  may  derive 
from  seme  more  experience,  warn  them  not  to 
adopt  principles  in  any  case  tending  to  fix  er- 
roneous habits  of  thinking.  Principles  are 
every  thin^  in  politics.  They  perform  for  man, 
in  the  politioal  world,  what  divine  institntions 
do  in  ethtos;  they  are  the  great  landmarks 
which  mnat  guide  ns  in  onrpauKtfdn^;  these 
ahme,  can  preaerve  us  tttan  the  inflnenoe  of 
pwicnul  feelings  or  politioal  Maa.  nindpSea, 
1  Bay,  are  every  thing  in  guiding  the  mind  to 
determine  such  questions  as  this,  in  which  tJiiey 
are  so  deeply  involved.  The  qnesUon  is  noth- 
ing, more  or  less,  than  whether  this  House,  the 
Eepresentativea  of  the  people,  shall  freely  exer* 
oi*e  a  perfect  oonstitnuonal  right,  in  declaring 
their  opinion  oh  the  great  interest  of  our  ooun- 
try.  Suffer  this  right  to  be  prostrated,  (for 
where  men  adopt  fiilse  theories  for  a  particular 
purpose,  they  are  apt  to  regard  them  after- 
wards as  true,)  I  say,  suffer  this  right  to  be 
proatrated  by  anoh  aootiineik  and  what 
eomea  of  our  GoTemmentl  It  will  aom  rink 
into  despotism.  The  Exeootive  will  is  emy 
thing— popular  will  notliing.  .  We  mnst  appro- 
priate the  people's  money,  whenever  the  Presi- 
dent demands;  and,  above  all,  we  must  not 
examine  into  our  foreign  affUrs ;  these  belong 
to  the  Exeontive  prerogatives,  although  they 
may  affect  oar  deetinies  more  seriouuy  than 
any  other  ooDoems  committed  to  our  chai^ 
Let  this  doctrine  be  finally  established,  and  we 
would  soon  have  a  Cromwell  to  turn  ns  out  of 
doors,  whenever  we  might  hesitate  to  obey  him. 

As  long  as  I  shall  be  trusted  by  my  constit- 
uents with  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  will  maintain, 
with  all  my  foeUe  aUUty,  this  power  of  the 
Honae  aa  a  aacred  tniafc  not  to  be  betrayed,  nor 
tbe  dntiy  vndar  ifc  to  be  vidatad  1^  aqy  an- 
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ozoadiments  whatever,  rither  from  witlioat,  or 
the  more  &tal  encroachments  from  iritW. 
Mr.  Ohairman,  it  is  so  less  a  vtolatlim  of  iatj 
to  snrrender  a  power  which  the  paUie  good 
demands  that  we  riumldexerdae,  thanitwoald 
be  te  nanp  ft  power.  I  have  eooridcnd  tin 
point  aa  tma  of  the  most  important  in  diictti- 
ri<m,  and  have,  therefore^  dwelt  on  it  at  «> 
mooh  length,  in  myJndgmenL  the  right  bi 
perfect  constltntiimu  right,  and  oo^t  farem 
to  be  asserted  and  nuuntained  as  such. 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  add  sometliiiig  to 
what  has  been  so  much  better  said,  by  otbe:^ 
in  relation  to  the  propoeed  mission  to  Puubl 
Can  any  one  doubt,  who  has  read  the  doea- 
ments  on  your  table,  that  a  political  oonne- 
ticm  is  contemplated  with  Ute  confederated 
Governments  m  Southern  America  difi^reit 
from  the  ommecthm  we  have  had  with  asr 
other  Goremment  since  the  FreDtii  tnttjot 
b  not  this  a  new  poritloD,  a  sew 
^odi  tt  tlie  history  of  car  oonntiy? 
it  not  lead  to  consequeneee  vlueh  oooe  en 
now  foresee?  One  of  the  avowed  otgettt 
of  this  misrion,  la  to  enter  into  a  itifnls- 
tion  with  the  Govemmenta  at  Fanaoii,  thit 
we  will  prevent  oolonization  on  our  own  terri- 
tories. I  would  appeal  to  every  membo-  of  tbt 
committee  to  say  whether  this  is  a  fit  eulgeet 
to  go  abroad  to  make  stipulations  abontt  Cao 
we  not  take  care  of  our  interesta  witboct  biiHl- 
fog  ourselves  to  a  foreign  country  to  do  Kt 
Was  thtm  ev«v  such  an  itching  for  min^isK  i" 
tbe  afihfra  of  foreign  oonntrieat  WearetoU, 
there  ia  no  danger  dan  Intarlona  treaty,  is  the 
Senate  will  have  to  ratUV  befora  it  bMonM 
obligatory  upon  the  United  Statea.  Ibis  i^ 
increase  the  security  in  this  ease,  but  does  not 
relieve  us  from  our  pr<^»er  re^nnbilitr. 
When  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  do  any  act,  I 
will  not  refVain  from  it  beeanse  tbere  u  i 
probability  that  some  one  else  will  do  it :  but 
there  is  another  point  which  oannot  be  an- 
swered by  referring  the  respcmnlrilitj  to  the 
Smate,  and  I  beg  the  attention  ot  the  cmmrt- 
tee  to  this  subject  I  should  be  glad  to  bear 
from  some  gentleman  who  may  follov  me,  • 
precise  answer  on  this  point  The  Fre«dent 
OToposes,  in  Ua  Ibsaage  eommnnloated  to  lln> 
House,  to  enter  Into  a  "jdnt  dedaratJoB"!? 
the  nentootoitiariea  of  this  QovenuDen^  ua 
the  deputies  of  the  eonfederated  tSovonunenti 
of  South  America  at  Panama.  A  joint  dedi- 
ration  is  to  be  made  in  relation  to  me  question 
of  an  interference  on  the  part  of  the  GoTen- 
ments  of  Europe  with  the  Governments  of 
Southern  America.  And  what  is  a  joint  dec- 
laration? Does  this  belong  to  the  treat7- 
making  power  f  The  President  and  SeniU 
may  make  treaties,  but  where  do  we  find  aj 
power  given  to  the  President  to  antboraa 
the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  to  do  ^ 
thing  (much  less  commit  the  fature  nentr^ 
of  tus  ooant37)  any  pledge  or  deelsrahoo, 
or  matUAsto  in  oonneotion  vlUi  a  fimi^  vo^' 
emmoit,  exo^  by  treaty  I  Shall  we  be  UsU 
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tiiat  this  daclantion  will  be  sabmittod  to  the 
Seute  ftyr  their  rmtificationi  Or  is  it  to  be 
nbrnitted  to  Congreu  for  some  eoaotment  I  If 
it  rera,  it  would  no  doubt  oome  with  the  uinal 
(BtaD^SDMOts  which  have  been  oontrived  to 
nttiin  YxeetOin  pow«r  via :  The  ^edge  <rf 
the  paUie  fuUi,  and  mwil  oUigatifHi  to 
ndeem.  But  it  is  not  intended  to  oome  back 
br  ntificttion ;  tod  oan,  therefore,  be  ooorid- 
ered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  palpable  and 
flagnnt  usurpation  of  power ;  because  we  can- 
not find  in  the  constatation  anj  authority  given 
lo  the  Esecatire  to  enter  into  a  connection 
with  foreign  power^  by  "joint  declaration." 
Gther  of  the  branches  of  this  QoTemment 
mi^t,  with  propriety,  declare  its  opinion  on 
mj  sal^ect  of  foreign  policy.  Bach  a  declarar 
tioa  weald,  like  our  eoaetmeofc  of  Uw%  be 
witiun  oar  own  contraL  But  MioBiatn  with 
OM  or  owre  foreign  powers  in  a  dedaration  of 
the  kind  proposed,  and  it  aasumes  a  very  dif- 
ferent flhoracter.  It  would  be  a  pledge — noth- 
ing leas  than  a  ^edge ;  Mndinft  if  oonstita- 
muUy  made,  the  hmor  and  fiuth  of  this  na- 
tion ;  tnd  would,  if  any  case  within  its  possi- 
ble (xmteu^Iation  should  arise,  come  back  npon 
OS  with  all  the  force  of  moral  obligation  to  re- 
deem it  It  has  been  said  in  tliis  detute,  that 
"  when  nations  speak,  they  mean  something." 
This  U  certunly  true,  and  whatever  you  would 
M7  in  a  "jmnt  declaration,"  such  as  is  pro- 
pond,  yon  woidd  mean  to  aaaert  and  maintain. 
Bat  if  the  Frerident  had  poww  to  make  ii 
(Mge  in  that  fimn,  it  ia  the  wocat  fbnn  which 
the  proposed  political  connection  with  the 
Sootbem  Amencjui  Gorammenta  could  a*- 
Kme.  It  ia  insidious  in  its  commencement, 
nd  contains  within  it  a  p<^n  that,  however 
doT  in  its  process,  must,  if  attempted,  endan- 
ger the  vital  interests  of  our  coont^. 

I  ilioold  be  glad  to  hear  what  can  be  said  in 
defence  of  this  part  of  the  scheme  at  Panama. 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  ought  to  he  aware  of  such 
^edgen  Have  we  not  already  seen  the  use 
vhiah  has  been  made  of  the  Message  of  the 
his  Prekdent  in  our  n^tiationa  abroad! 
Allhoiii^  it  was  a  declaration  uneonneoted 
vith  tnj  foreign  nation,  and  all  its  purposes 
eoinpletelj  within  our  own  oontanL  yet  it  has 
Wen  ased  l^^  our  lOuister  at  Mexfoo  oa  a 
iMge,  and  it  is  clear  that  he  has  been  author- 
i»d  K  to  use  it  by  the  Department  of  State, 
V  which  it  is  distinctiy  spoken  of  as  a  pledge, 
ud  nrged  as  a  reason  for  iusisting  upon  oom- 
nierci&l  privileges  from  Mexico.  It  is  even 
probable  that,  in  parsuanoe  of  tJiese  represen- 
tuiooi,  we  have  now  a  commercial  treaty  ne- 
Rotiated  with  that  Government,  actosUy,  if  not 
GlmUr,iVon  the  bans  of  this  pledge.  Ifsnch 
a  deelmtion  as  tiiat  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  can 
thos  be  interwoven  with  and  used  as  a  pledge 
ia  oar  for^on  nagotiations,  what  woold  be  the 
diaracter  of  tlie  pledge  which  might  he  made 
of  a  Congress  compwed  of  Plenipotentiaries 
from  seven  or  ta^t  Qovemmuits  t 
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and  sanction  this  purpose  now,  and  whatever 
the  consequenoes  may  l>e,  wilt  yon  not  be  toid 
hereafter  tiut  the  project  was  submitted  to 
yon, and reo^vedyonr sanction;  thatyonhava 
refused  to  qoalU^ir  it  when  the  qoei^on  waa 
distinctly  praseiUed,  and  have  timely  given  it 
a  form  and  eharaotar  which  it  ooold  not  other- 
wiae  have  had  I  According  to  my  constmction 
ol  the  Message  of  the  President,  he  has  acted 
fiiirly,  in  inviting  our  free  deliberation  on  this 
sa Inject ;  and,  although  we  may  think  some  of 
the  purposes  he  has  in  view  to  be  erroneous 
and  usurious  to  the  country,  yet,  after  he  shall 
tuve  made  the  atipulationH  which  he  has  told 
us  he  intends  to  do,  we  should  be  maoli  at 
»  loss  for  an  excuse  to  refiise  oar  aid  to 
carry  them  into  effect  The  President  would- 
81^,  I  laid  the  wht^  matter  before  you,  and 
yon  Bot  raly  gave  it  aanotioa  genenUy,  but| 
when  the  qaestiaa  waa  presented  whether  there 
shoold  be  any  qoalinoation  of,  or  restraint 

rn,  the  measures  I  had  proposed,  yon  de-. 
ed  by  your  vote  there  should  be  none,  and 
thereby  awiotioned  my  whole  purpose  as  I  hud 
it  before  yon.  Such  would  be  the  language  he 
would  hold ;  and  this,  added  to  the  doctrines  of 
moral  obligation  we  have  heard  so  much  about| 
would  completely  conclude  us. 

Do  gentiemen  perceive  what  nets  are  spread 
for  us  1  We  must  trust  every  thing  to  Execu- 
tive discretion ;  we  must  not  express  an  opin- 
ion,  even  when  asked ;  and  whenever  h&  br 
his  Ministers,  shall  pledge  the  hooar  and  wth 
of  thia  nation,  by  treaty,  or  manifostOL  we,  the 
Bepreaentativea  of  the  pecqile,  to  whom  are 
otHumittod  the  purse-Dtringa  of  the  nation,  are 
bound  to  appropriate  without  iniiairy.  Such 
doctrines  do  not  uelong  to  my  political  creed. 

I  reffret  that  the  President  has  abandoned 
those  priuoiples,  in  relation  to  our  foreign  pol- 
icy, which  I  am  sure  he  formerly  maintained. 
I  need  only  refer  to  the  diseassion  upon  the 
resolutiw  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  urging 
the  recc^idtion  of  the  iodependenoe  of  the 
South  American  States^  before  they  were,  in 
fact,  independent,  and  to  the  arguments  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  wen  ccdnmding 
with  the  DqMrtment  of  State,  to  show  that  the 
opitdon  of  the  then  Secretary  of  State  and  pres- 
ent Secretary  of  State  were  direotiy  at  vananoe 
as  to  our  neutral  policy.  In  1810,  the  present 
Secretary  of  State  deoUred  in  a  q>eech  on  the 
floor  of  wis  House  that  tiie  United  States  would 
be  Justified,  by  every  principle  of  pnblic  law,  in 
embarking  in  the  war  between  Spun  and  her 
colonies ;  and  that  we  ooght  to  embark  in  it 
The  only  qualification  he  used,  was,  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  proper  understanding  first 
with  other  powers.  ThU  was,  however,  only 
a  consideration  of  expedtenoy,  and  oould  not 
affect  the  question  of  right  to  «nbark  in  tiie 
war.  He  must  therefore,  be  conridered  as 
having  avowed  uie  policy  of  embarking  in  that 
war.  I  have  not  the  speech  before  me,  and 
speakof  it  only  from  memory.  Itismai^yeara 
Mnne^  but  I  oannot  be  nuctaken.  Oongreaa 


Mimm  io  Pmama, 


Digitized  by  Google 


198 


ABBIDGHENT  09  THB 


H.  or  R.] 

thooght  difbrantly — the  Premdent  thought 
diflteraUf — and  the  next  AdminiBtratiou  have 
panned  a  very  AfflareDtpoUoy:  they  vonld  not 
even  reoogniae^  hy  Benmng  IGniBtm,  till  the 
Bontti  Americm  GOTominenti  vera  neulT  in 
poseesrion  the  anthority  in  thoae  States. 
And  this  policy,  no  donbt,  reoeiTed  the  i^pro- 
hation  of  tiie  then  Secretary  of  State,  (now 
Preddent  of  the  United  States.)  Hera,  then,  is 
a  qaestion  on  which  these  gaitlemen  were  at 
iasne.  The  present  Secretary  of  State  was 
willing  to  go  to  war  in  1816  against  Spain. 
He  was,  of  coarse,  willing  to  incur  the  same 
risk  in  1818,  when  he  introdnoed  fais  rescdotion 
to  recognize  the  independence  of  Sonth  America, 
in  UiiBne  waaoiHuiatent:  I  disagreed  with  him 
then,  as  I  do  now.  Bnt  he  waa  ootwirtent  he 
alw^  wanted  to  have  wmetUng  man  to  do 
in  tiiat  contest  than  the  Administration,  or  the 
Honse  of  RepresentatiTeL  or  the  people  of  ttiis 
ooantry  vera  willing  to  indulge  him  in.  The 
•vent  has  shown  that  we,  and  also  the  Sonth 
American  States,  have  done  ver^  well  npon  the 
neutral  policy.  They  have  achieved  their  in- 
dependence without  foreign  lUd,  and  we  have 
avoided  not  only  a  war  with  Spain,  bnt  we 
have  shown  to  the  world  that  we  will  not  o£S- 
tdoasly  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  other  nations. 
This  Government  chose  its  own  time  for  re- 
cognition •  after  the  most  deliberate  oonsidOTa- 
tlon,  we  detennined  to  acknowledge,  as  we 
have  alwi^  dmia,  the  Govemnient,  m  faeto, 
without  widting  tiU  it  might  snit  the  stubborn 
oharaotw  of  Spain  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  her  colonies,  frhioh  she  did  not  do 
In  relation  to  Ht^land  for  near  half  a  oentnry 
after  all  attempts  at  saljagation  had  Be«oed 
flruitiess. 

I  have  said  thera  was  a  ^fiferanoe  of  0[dnion 
between  the  President  and  Secretary  of  State, 
as  to  the  neutral  polity  of  this  country  in  rala- 
tion  to  South  America ;  and  the  difference  be- 
tween them  was  tbia :  the  former  was  willing 
to  recognize,  when  it  could  be  done  without 
jnst  cause  of  war  with  the  mother  country — the 
latter  was  quite  willinj^  if  not  anxious,  to  take 
part  in  that  war. 

We  have  been  almost  forUdden  to  look  into 
Ae  documents  on  our  table  for  evidence  of 
fhcta  in  relation  to  this  subject ;  but  I  will  take 
tiie  liberty  of  raferring  to  a  paper  which  has 
not  been  laid  on  our  tables.  It  is  an  article 
which  made  its  appearance  in  a  paper  that  was 
then  under  an  engagement  to  have  the  patron- 
age of  the  State  Department,  and  which  now , 
prints  the  Laws  "  by  authority.'*  This  article 
q>peared,  when  all  was  quiet  in  this  counlx^, 
CO.  the  Bul^t  of  embarking  in  this  qilendid 
■ehone  of  a  miidon  to  the  OonflBderated  As- 
sembly at  Pwiama.  It  Is  remarkable,  too,  that 
this  article  appeared  abont  the  time  of  the  con- 
Tenation  held  at  tiie  Departmedt  of  State,  last 
Sning,  with  the  Ministers  of  Colombia  and 
Ueidoo^  on  the  sul^ect  of  our  invitation  to  that 
Gongrus.  This  article  is  evidentiy  written 
irith  some  care,  and  presses  its  purpose  with 
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botii  zeal  and  alnU^,  through  a  duumd  de- 
voted to  the  Btate  Derpactmentt  and  not  very 
friendly  to  the  dement.  It  wonM  not  m 
inesaming  mnoh  upon  orednUfy  to  sni^Kise 
that  it  nug^t  have  passed  under  the  eye  if 
it  had  not  been  written  by  an  amamieiiais  ot, 
the  SecrataiT  of  State  himself.  What  is  it! 
After  advermig  to  sane  &ct  stated  in  a  Sooth 
American  pqwr,  it  proceeds  thus: 

"  It  lias  been  annouaeed  by  tiie  GoTemnwat  of 
Cdomlna,  that  a  Congress  of  the  States  of  Sootb 
America  will  probably  meet  at  Panama  in  the 
coarse  of  the  present  year.  Will  not  these  Umted 
States  be  represented  there  f  Will  we  lose  tb«  op- 
portunity of  expressing,  by  an  ambassador,  at  kast, 
our  fratemal  feelinga  towards  the  other  inhabituta 
of  the  ContiBent? 

"  Let  them  prapoas  to  all  the  Ametkan  satleni 
a  cfufederation.  Tbe  details  of  ao  magnifiooit  a 
wori^  would  require  long  and  laborious  oonddera- 
tion ;  but  the  leading  prindide  sfaonld  be  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  ooDstitntioD  something  tike  onr  own, 
by  which  an  AreopasuB  or  Congress  should  watch 
over  the  mutual  rdatUDB  of  the  Confedented  ; 
and  whidi  vooU  wield  the  force  (tf  the  ConfedeiMed 
States  in  deftnoe  of  any  member  that  may  be  at- 
tacked; such  are  the  bases  wUch  would  iosare  to 
OS  power  and  peace,  and  secure  to  the  foundm 
praise  and  gratitude  from  posterity.  It  b  a  practi- 
cable plan  now.  We  have,  at  present,  no  conflict- 
ing  interesta  with  one  another.  Ilie  proposed 
s(£eme  Is  fattended  to  prevent  onr  ever  Inrio^ 
them  ;  or,  if  they  shonld  arise,  it  provides  for  thdr 
amicable  arrangement. 

"  It  is  objected  that  foreign  nations  will  view  the 
confederation  with  jealoiuy :  I  answer,  fint,  it  wiD 
be  strong  enough  to  conriliate  the  good,  and  rrgaid 
the  rage  of  m^ust  men  with  indifference.  Treaties 
of  mere  alliance  hare  not  hitherto  been  foudnilB- 
cient ;  they  have  almost  always  terminated  in  £s- 
gmt,  and  baTe  been  broken.  Secondly,  I  mimwtr, 
uiat,  in  modem  times,  the  example  has  twen  re- 
peatedly Ht  us.  The  Holy  Alliance  is  itself  ao  ex- 
ample. The  Germanic  Confederation  as  it  was,  and 
as  it  stands,  is  a  esse  in  point.  The  Confederation 
of  the  Rhine  another.  The  former  anion  of  the 
three  Crowns  of  Bn^and,  Scotlaod  and  Irriand, 
another;  as  also  the  former,  and  perhaps  present 
condltioo  of  tlie  dominions  of  the  empire  of  Austria. 
The  Heptarchy  of  England,  and  neariy  aU  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  in  the  dark  ages,  to  say  notUng  of 
the  Greek  Confederation  in  ancient  times.  The 
errors  of  these  examples  are  before  us,  to  warn  as 
against  tbetr  repetition,  and  to  inetmet  us  bow  to 
organise  our  confbderatlon. 

•'This  scheme  of  a  general  Confederation  of  the 
Americas  to  submitted  to  the  public  as  a  means  of 
securing  power  abroad  and  peace  and  hapfHoeeB  at 
borne.  Homaoity,  poUcy,  and  reason,  cdl  upon  u 
to  rivet  the  bonds  of  fraternal  affection,  ic,  and  to 
guard,  with  a  sacred  virilanee,  agidust  lbs  inptnra 
of  a  rin^  Unk.  A  comderation  alone  is  coBpe> 
tent  to  this  doty.  Without  It  we  aabmit  to  the  or- 
dinary fate  of  outer  nations:  jealoasy,  discord,  and 
war,  whenever  any  nation  thinks  itself  strong 
enough  to  wage  one  with  impunity." 

This  article,  of  which  I  have  read  only  an  ex- 
tract, finds  its  wqr  to  Washington.  It  no  doalA 
met  the  eye  of  the  Presidou^  who  must  hftve 
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beea  at  that  time  rerj  nraoh  dire  to  this  rob- 
Jcci.  Thn  ^lendid  Bcheme  of  a  ooiiflKl«Tation 
of  the  Ameneas  was  not  snited  to  his  taste ; 
■nd  be,  of  coarse,  would  hare  no  molinatiou  to 
be  iDOTed  DDon,  even  by  his  BecretaiT*,  in  a 
utter  of  that  kind.  Soon  after  the  artkiie 
made  its  wpearmee  In  Wadilngtm,  we  find  It 
rroaUidied,  "  V  ra^ust,"  In  t&  SaHoiuU  In- 
trngnetTj  wita  the  oomnHnt  wUeh  I  beg 
km  to  read: 

"  Wt  have  seen  the  pmpoaes  fer  wUdi  the  atates- 
iDHi  ind  Gonmnwnt  of  Colombia  are  said  to  desire 
to  bold  t  C«kgre*B,  or  Ampbictjoaic  Coondl,  u  it 
hu  been  caO^,  of  the  American  QoTemments,  to 
which  it  is  sanmsed  that  the  United  Stetea  hare 
been,  tt-  are  to  be,  invited  to  become  a  partj.  We 
eanaot  pennit  this  propoeitlon  to  pass  witboot  a  re- 
auk,  kit  oar  rfletice  night  be  taken  fiv  aaent  to 
it,  b  iBj  ^pe ;  or  ereu  for  inference  in  regard 
Ift  k,  so  &r  as  this  nation  is  «mbraced  in  It  If  the 
public  sentinMnt  be  In  accord  with  oars  on  tliis 
point,  we  duU  nerer  send  a  Bepresentative  to  an; 
Coogrea  of  nationa,  whose  decisioas  are  to  be  law 
far  tiris  nadon.  Onr  own  confederacy  insures  the 
power  sod  the  mode  of  asserting  oar  own  rights, 
ud  vinAca^g  oar  wrongs. 

"Bj  an  alliutoe  with  any  other  nation  or  nations, 
it  k  obidous  we  shall  not  strragthen  bat  expose 
Mnelrca.  We  riioald  lose,  by  any  mch  allianoe, 
the  inJependeoce  which  is  oar  bout.  For  what  is 
■Bdepodence  bat  a  name,  if  the  question  of  peace, 
of  nr,  4e.,  are  to  be  detenninedfcw  ua,  not  by  the 
CouTMB  of  the  Vnited  States,  bat  by  n  atopendoos 
cMfedeney.  bi  which  t}ie  Uidled  Blatea  hsTe  but  a 
iai^  Tote.*^  "  It  will  be  seen  that  we  condder  the 
propoMd  cwifederation  as  intended  to  possess  the 
powot,  M  wen  as  the  name  of  the  ancient  council 
ti  Amphictyons,  baring  power  to  cause  obedience 
to  its  deereea.  It  is  surely  not  necessaiy  to  orgs 
Vfmwats  agidost  a  dnartnie  from  thatcarfinal 
pmc^  bour  foreign  mtereooiw  wUch  dlatrusts 
tod  r^eeta  alliances  with  foreign  nationa  for  any 
pnpose."  "  Swery  one  irill  see  at  a  glance  the  tI- 
tdetieetions  there  are  to  tUs  GoTemmentVi  eoop- 
W  its  dssdoiee  wHh  then  of  any  other  peoide  on 

"The  AmiAdetyona  of  Greece  were  abo^neeee- 
■17  perhaps  in  tliat  age,  anKMig  odier  etjeeti  to 
rdigioos  tnstitstions,  and  to  pitrteot  its 
"mIm-  We  h»,To  no  saered  waas  towage,  nor  oc- 
(•■■on  tot  a  H(4y  Alliance  to  protect  eiuer  oar  re- 
ipou  or  oar  pcriitical  rights.  It  Is  no  reason,  be- 
Me  mch  a  measore  hu  found  iavor  among  the 
Mtom  of  Europe,  that  it  should  be  resorted  toby 
the  Dstiooi  of  America." 

"Ws  have  qwfcen  of  the  proposed  Oongreai  of 
Awrican  Goremmenta  as  of  a  eonfodemey  of  thoee 
Mwoi.  If,  however,'  notUng  more  be  meant  than 
'oonlmnee  rfMlnistera,  Ac.,  to  eonsalt  upon  what 
w  iaterats  of  the  whole  may  seem  to  require,  we 
w  not  know  that  we  should  see  any  other  o^ec- 
^  to  it,  than  that  It  can  be  prodocUTe  of  nothing 
^^M^diL  If  sneh  a  eonferenea  were  pn^oseo, 
P^naps  mere  ooortesy  might  bidiiee  as  assent  to  it 
BO  the  part  of  this  Government,  were  it  only  to  as- 
Mrt  the  doctriao  that,  in  becoming  independent  of 
»6  HetropoHtan  OoTemmenIs,  the  Govemmenta  of 
iAcrieaooght  not,  and,  as  far  as  respects  this  peo- 
P^  win  not,  be  independeat  on  one  another." 

"AgiiMt  the  magnHlwmt  eohemt  oflheFhlla- 


delpbia  JAtfiNt,  we  enter  onr  dedded  protest.  We 
want  not  bis  Areopagus,  any  more  than  we  do  the 
Amphiotyona.  For  our  Areopagus,  we  are  satisfied 
with  our  bench  ot  judges ;  and,  for  our  Conncfl  of 
Amphictyons,  we  choose  our  Coureas.  We  desire, 
in  nne^  be  members  of  no  ooniederadoa  but  that 
of  the  United  States," 

It  ifl  apparent,  at  a  single  glance,  {hat  this 
paper  was  written  by  some  person  who  had 
reflected  maturely  on  the  snlgjeet  It  was  done 
whoi  this  nation  was  not  dreaming  of  any 
schemes  being  on  foot  to  entangle  onr  destinies 
with  QoaOi  Amnios  at  Panama.  I  would 
^peal  to  every  one  who  has  paid  the  least  at- 
tention to  ih«  sfyle  of  a  distingmshed  fbnotion- 
ary  of  this  Government,  whether  he  does  not 
perceive  a  most  striking  resemblance  to  It  in 
the  style  of  this  paper.  •  Mr.  Ofaidrman,  it  was 
written  by  no  every-day  scribbler.  I^  after  a 
oomparison,  any  one  shall  donbt,  I  will  only 
say  be  is  more  sceptical  in  his  disposition  than 
I  will  acknowledge  myself  to  be.  I  wiU  not 
conceal  my  belief  as  to  the  antiiorshtp  of  the 
two  pliers :  so  fiu*,  at  least,  as  to  declare  that 
I  am  oo&Tlnoed  that  In  the  indladephia  paper 
was  written  nndor  tiie  Of  the  Becretary  of 
State,  and  that  In  the  Jfatibmal  JrUeOiametr 
nnder  the  eye,  If  not  by  the  pen,  <rf  the  Fred- 
dent  himself.  I  pr^end  not  to  have  any  other 
evidence  of  this  fact  than  what  will  be  found 
in  the  articles,  the  ctronmstanoe  of  their  ap- 
pearance, sod  the  known  opinion  of  these  two 
gentlemen  on  the  subject  discnssed  in  the 
papers ;  I  will  not,  therefore,  be  snspected  of 
having  betrayed  any  confidence  in  relation  to 
any  sapposed  knowledge  of  their  anthorsMp. 
I  will  only  add,  that  the  last  oont«ns  more 
Bood  sense,  npon  a  snlijeot  scnnewluit  intricate, 
wan  I  have  ever  seen  comprised  In  so  small  a 
space.  It  Is,  fai  my  judgment,  ime  of  the  ablest 
papers  that  I  ever  pnt  my  eye  upon.  If  I  am 
oorreot  In  my  enppositlon  as  to  the  anthorsfaip, 
these  two  papers  will  give  as  the  ft«e  and  un- 
trammellea  opinions  of  the  two  statesmen  at 
the  head  of  ue  Execntive  Department  of  tha 
Gk>Teinment  at  that  time.  These  opinions  are 
not  more  opposite  than  they  were  known  long 
since  to  have  been,  in  regard  to  our  connection 
with  South  America ;  but  here  they  are  pre- 
sented In  distinct  and  undisgnised  colors,  clearly 
exhibited  and  easy  to  be  understood.  The 
Secretary  is  for  a  magnificent  scheme  oS  con- 
federation of  the  Americas  in  the  grand  assem- 
bly at  Panama.  **Tkeatifls  of  mm  olUanoe  will 
not  do."  Then  he  rmu  OTOr  the  examples  of 
grand  Oongresses  in  modem  times:  at  tiie  head 
of  these  Is  the  "  Holy  Alliance  "  of  tiie  Euro- 
pean continent  I  Excellent  example  I  And  at 
the  taU,  the  heptarchy  of  England  1  "  The  er- 
rors of  these  examples,"  sayshe,  "are before ns, 
to  warn  as  ag^nst  their  repetition,  and  to  in- 
struct OS  how  to  organize  our  oonfedwation.** 
But  we  find  the  President  protesting,  in  the 
most  decided  terms,  against  the  magnificent 
scheme  of  the  Becretary.  Th^  appear  to  have 
been,  in  &ot,  as  <9porite»th0  Antipodes. 
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dull  presently  bm  lunr  tbey  are  bronght  to- 
gether. The  first  movement  made  07  the 
Beeretaiy  was  his  oonversation  vlth  ib.  Obm- 
goa  and  Hr.  Balazar,  which,  he  oareftiUy  tells 
118,  was  held,  at  their  instanoe,  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.  The  result  of  this  Torbal  con- 
ference is  to  procure  a  sort  of  invitation,  or, 
rather,  an  inqmry.  whether  it  woold  be  agreea- 
ble to  the  United  States  to  be  invited.  The 
Beoretary  received  it  with  great  oomplaisanoe, 
bnt  somewhat  oojiah,  no  doubt.  He  reports 
the  matter  to  tiie  President,  who  dedree  to 
know  the  "oljeotsof  tbeOongreManditsmode 
of  <»gaiiifatun  and  action ; "  and,  if  these  pre> 
Umiaacy  matters  oonld  be  ananged,  tbe  Pred- 
dent  was  willing  to  send  lOidaten  to  Panama. 
The  answer  of  toe  President  was  oonmmnicated 
to  Ur.  Obre^n  and  Ifr.  Salazar  verbally,  (I 
oonld  wish  it  had  been  in  writing,  and  them 
there  oonld  have  been  no  mistakes  or  miran* 
derstandings  about  it.)  These  gentlemen  write 
home  to  their  Governments,  and,  on  the  2d  and 
8d  of  November,  they  inform  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  having  received  further  instraotion 
to  give  ns  an  invitation  to  the  Gongreas.  Ifr. 
Saluar  informs  him  of  the  olyects  which  it  was 
e^teoted  we  would  take  a  part  in  the  conud- 
eration  of:  bnt  he  says  not  a  word  on  the  sab- 
Jeot  of  the  "  (H-guiiiation  and  mode  action  " 
of  the  Oongreas,  not  any  more  than  if  It  had 
never  been  presented  to  his  attention.  He 
aeenu  to  understand  that,  if  the  Premdent  ap- 
proved of  the  snltJects  to  be  discnssed,  he 
wonld  send  a  Minister  to  represent  the  United 
States  at  the  Congress ;  no  other  condition  is 
adverted  to  upon  which  the  invitation  was  ao- 
oepted. 

Mr.  Obregon  seems  to  have  understood  this 
verbal  commnnioation  of  the  Secretary  some- 
what differenUy,  via :  That  the  only  condition 
of  our  acoeptanoe  was,  "that  onr  neutrality 
with  Spain  should  not  be  violated,  and  that  the 
Breddent  ihoold  be  informed  of  the  affiaira 
with  whieh  the  Congress  was  to  be  ooenpied, 
and  of  the  udformity  of  the  credentials  or  an- 
thorinitioa  of  the  re^wctive  Bepresentatives : " 
— 40W  the  condition  required  by  the  President 
waL  that  the  preliminary  points,  inoloding  the 
mode  of  orgjaniiation  and  action,  "  ahould  be 
aatisfiutorily  arranged,"  and  not,  as  Mr.  Obre- 
snpposes,  that  he  should  merely  be  in- 
ed  of  them.  There  is  an  evident  misun- 
derstanding between  them.  Mr.  Obregon  does 
not  even  seem  to  know  tiie  conditions  required 
by  the  President :  for  he  does  not  advert  to 
them  at  all ;  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Salazar  says  a 
word  about  "  the  mode  of  organization  and  ao- 
thm,"  in  the  Oongreas,  nor  amvd  aaj  evidence 
that  snoh  an  inqniiy  had  been  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Kor  do  we  yet  know  any 
tiling  on  that  snl^eet ;  oltiioo^h  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  body  must  determme  whether  it  is 
aoonfederation  or  a  diplomatic  coundl  We 
arO)  to  this  moment  wholly  in  the  dark  on  this 
In^rtant  jptnnt,  whether  it  acts  by  the  com- 
Bon  will  wam^ori^,  wtwo-thizdi,  wthree- 


fourths,  or  whether  imanindfer  k  reqiured. 
Tfaia  waa  evidendy  a  aeriona  dimonUgr ;  bnt  no 
ezplasatifm  bad  arrived  on  the  third  of  Ko- 
vember,  and  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost 
Bnt  this  difBculty  was  got  over  in  some  way. 
After  deliberating  twenty-seven  days,  the  'S'na- 
dent  agreed  to  waive  ul  his  otyecttons  to  the 
o^anixation  of  an  Areopagna,  or  Amphictyonie 
league,  and  detennines  to  oonnder  the  osseoi- 
bly  as  merely  *'  consultative  "  in  the  first  in- 
stance. (I  regret  this  qualification.  If  h« 
should  acu^t  the  instructions  of  our  Ministers 
to  such  a  body,  and  it  shonld  torn  out  to  be  a 
oonftderated  body,  acting  by  a  oomnm  will, 
voting  by  a  m^Jwily,  or  two-third%  Am.,  wlnt 
wiUhe^dol  WOl  he  mid  tbeMiwstm 
into  the  assembly,  and  snffiBr  the  interests  of 
this  people  to  be  voted  upon  by  a  foreign  Ctm- 
greasf)  This  is  the  Presid«it*s  first  waiw 
m  this  contest  with  his  Secretary.  Now  let  ni 
see  what  advance  the  Secretary  makes  to  meet 
him.  He  has  ^parently  wuved  his  magnifi* 
cent  s(^eme  of  *'  confederating  the  Americans," 
and  is  oontent  to  make  some  treaty-stipuls- 
tions:  and  what  are  these  t  Mere  entering 
wedges]  Yes,  sir,  I  beg  attention  to  the 
words,  mere  entering  wedges,  to  open  tbt 
way  by  degrees  for  future  operationa.  1  want 
to  see  no  auoh  entering  wedges  in  the  hands  of 
a  moo  who  OMnbfaiea  ao  much  of  qwdUics 
rarely  combined,  via:  tcsiwrity  and  persem^ 
auoe.  But  tike  Presidait  does  not  eonsoit, 
after  the  debates  in  the  Senate,  to  make  trtttj 
^pulations,  invt^ving  our  neutrality.  They 
finally  agree,  however,  to  propose  a  Btipulation 
that  eaon  country  will  defend  its  own  terri- 
tory from  foreign  colonization,  and  to  make  a 
joint  dedaration  about  European  interierence  in 
the  affairs  of  South  America.  This,  it  was  sap- 
posed,  could  do  no  harm ;  and  here  these  two 
very  distinguished  statesmen  have  come  U>> 
gether,  and  this  is  what  we  are  oalkd  moa  to 
wpeai  $100,000  of  the  pobUo  mon^  for,  in 
order  to  make  our  appearance  at  the  qikodid 
Owgraas  at  Panamfc 

l%e  President  seems  to  think  hehaa  Tendered 
the  measure  hnrmless,  and  the  Secretary  ia 
satisfied  with  having  secured  his  enterins 
wedges.  But  there  is  one  point  to  whidil 
b^  the  attention  of  the  committee,  because  it 
is  yet  unsetUed.  The  President,  in  every  com- 
munication on  the  snhject,  nrmniaes  not  to 
**  commit  our  neutrality ;  "  when  the  Secretary 
spesks  on  this  salijeot,  he  always  uses  Ui« 
words  *'  present  nentralitf Now^  we  know 
that  a  stipulation  of  alliance,  offensive  and  de- 
fenuve,  to  tdte  effect  in  any  fliture  strogdcv 
would  not  commit  onr  nresent  nentrali^ ;  but 
it  might  ocnnmit,  most  aangeroualy,  onr  fMnre 
neutrality.  There  is,  then,  a  diffiBrenee  betweoi 
the  two  expressions,  whk^  is  intended  to  mean 
something. 

I  have  said  that  the  documents  do  not  show 
any  evidence  of  entire  reconciliation  on  tlus 
pomt  Now  let  us  see  who  has  gained  his 
pointb  The  Secretary  of  State  writes  a  drcolir 
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to  Uemn.  Salazar,  Obragon,  and  Oanu,  inform- 
ing UiBtn  of  the  acoeptanod  of  th«  invitatioii, 
QpoQ  the  terms,  and  for  the  pnrpows  proposed 
b;  tbem,  in  the  foUowiog  woras :  "  He  (the 
Fnsideat)  has  therefore  reeolved,  shoold  the 
Bentto  th^  advioe  and  oonaest,  to  aend 
OMUDimmm  to  the  Ckmgreaa  at  Panama. 
Whilat  tber  win  not  be  «ntl)«iied  to  entw 
qxtD  an7  deliberati<»i,  or  emoar  in  aaj  aota, 
iDconmatent  wtth  the  preewt  neatral  poMtion 
of  Ui«  United  Statfla,  and  iti  obligatioDB,  they 
will  be  folly  empowered  and  inatraoted  npon 
ill  qoeitioBa  likely  to  arise  in  the  Oongraaa, 
oc  tfie  sabjecta  in  which  the  natdona  of  Ameriea 
bare  a  oommon  intereat." 

This  is  a  letter  porporttog  to  have  been 
Trittea  by  directioQ  d,  and  under  the  inqwo- 
tion  ti,  the  Preaideot  hlmaelf;  whethw  it  was 
■0, 1  know  not;  bat  it  is  a  fbrmal  declaration 
of  the  pontion  oar  Ministers  are  to  aasorae  at 
the  Cunmaa,  and  a  copy  of  tt  befim  tUa 
^ne,  wtth  the  Oorennaenta  vt  Mmeo,  Cdom- 
Ua,  and  GnateoaU.  It  oontidDsnoreiemtiM 
M  to  ol^eeta  afecttng  our  fhtoro  nentralitT : 
and  I  tan  it  for  granted,  from  this  matenal 
Aettaad  fnm  every  thing  on  that  snb^eot, 
Aroo^oat  the  whole  doonments.  that  it  is 
ioteoded  to  adopt  measures  which  may,  and 
probably  will,  amct  the  fntore  neatral  relations 
tiibk  ooantry.  Kow,  if  the  caae  was  present- 
ed for  my  stdemn  determiDatlon  at  this  moment, 
I  would  rather  commit  the  present  nentrality 
ti  this  nation,  by  immediately  embarking  in 
the  war  between  Spain  and  Sonth  America, 
tbiDtoform  any  entangling  alliance,  or  8tipala>- 
tkm,  which  wonld  oUlge  ns  to  embark  in  war 
bereifter,  the  merits  of  which  I  oonU  not 
BOW  detomine  on.  Before  I  wonld  consent  to 
idedge  this  coontry  in  any  war,  even  of  onr 
own,  I  wonld  be  sore  that  we  had  Jnstioe  on 
onrnde;  and  how  much  less  willing  sbonld  we 
be  to  oommit  oDraeWes  in  a  Itatore  war,  in 
defence  of  a  forugn  country,  withont  the  pan- 
UiitT  or  sDoh  an  aasnraoce  I 

Mr.  Chairman,  although  this  qoestion  seems 
to  nmun  nnaettled  between  the  President  and 
Ut  Secretary,  my  belief  is,  that  the  Prendent 
AdncHnea  to  commit  the  present  or  fatnre  nea- 
tnlityoCtheoonnlry.  BntnotsowithtbeSeore- 
tvj:  be,  in  perfect  oonristem^  with  his  whole 
policy,  wonld  hazard  both.  If  it  wonld  aid  him  in 
aooumplishing  hu  grand  sdieme  oonfedarating 
the  two  AnM^oaa^  by  which,  as  his  2£uliiu  s^ys, 
WB  shoold  aoqnira  ao  mnoh  "power  abroad." 
Bir,  we  do  not  want  any  power  abroad,  exoq^ 
that  moral  power  which  Jostioe  and  nentm 
policy,  aodauithfol  attention  to  oar  concerns  at 
Bome,  will  give  os.  Z,  tiierefore,  will  not  rote 
&ir  an  anqulified  apprt>bation  of  this  mUsion. 
I  have  no  difficolty  aboat  the  question  of  appro- 
Kiatim.  I  will  not,  so  fhr  as  my  vote  wUl 

Eeveot  it,  sorrender  the  powers  vested  in  this 
«ue  by  the  conrtitaition.  If  I  did,  I  should 
betray  tibe  inlercata  of  the  people  who  sent  me 
am,  whose  approbation,  connected  with  a 
nueioauas  of  having  fitithftiltr  parfbrmed 


my  dn^  to  them,  is  the  highest  reward  I  can 
denre. 

In  my  Judgment,  the  material  question  to  be 
decided  is^  whether  we  will  approre  of  the 
porposea  avowedly  intended  to  be  efleoted  at 
Panama,  as  iqipeors  by  the  doonmentst  at  the 
baaard  of  an  entanglement,  which  no  me  oan 
see  the  end  of  I  I  have  shown,  I  ttiink,  to  tha 
sathftotltm  of  erary  one  who  Imub  me,  that 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  Btote  have  been 
at  varianoe  tfaenuelves  on  tb«  onljeot,  and  that 
tbrir  own  deliberate  views  were  so  opposite,  aa 
to  be  utterly  ineouKnlable,  npon  any  rule  or 
prindple  of  action:  and  hence  it  is  we  find, 
throughout  the  whole  of  these  docnmenta,  pur- 
poses and  doctrines  so  incoherent,  inoongnioua, 
ambiguous,  and  inoomprehMirible.  I  venture 
to  say,  and  will  appeal  for  the  trutti  to  any 
candid,  dispoesioniite  man  in  this  House,  or  out 
of  it,  to  aay  whether  he  believea  such  another 
me^y  was  ever  presented  to  any  deliberative 
body,  in  an  enlightened  age.  Well  may  gentle* 
men  try  to  sneer  at  oa,  or  in  any  other  ww  pat 
n»  oat  of  the  notion  of  looking  into  these  ooaa- 
menta.  One  thing  only  Is  certain  in  them: 
that  is,  the  evidence  of  a  deliberate  purpose  to 
adopt  a  new  poUoy  fw  this  country,  by  forming 
a  political  connection  with  the  Sonth  American 
nations.  To  this  purpose,  in  whatever  shape  it 
may  be  presented,  X  never  can  give  my  consent 
— and  I  object  to  it,  not  much  more  on  account 
of  its  chanfpng  onr  old  and  settled  policy,  than 
on  aooonnt  of  the  doctrines  which  have  been 
advanced  to  snstain  it,  and  without  which 
doctrines  it  oottld  not  receive  fifty  votes  in  ttiis 
Honae^ 

Tho  doetrinea  assoted  to  defbat  thla  amend* 
ment,  are  the  same  ident^  dootrinaa  which 
prevailed  in,  and  were  the  caow  o^  "the  reign 
of  teiTor."  They  are  based  upon  the  idea  ct 
Executive  infhllibHity,  and  that  of  the  dn^  of 
the  House  of  Beprea«itatives  to  aopport,  by 
approval,  when  that  might  be  necessary,  every 
act  incidentally  involved  in  the  Executive 
datiea.  We  are  told,  in  this  republican  age^ 
that  this  House  most  not  speak  about  our 
foreign  policy — because  it  belongs  to  the  Execu- 
tive; and  tliat,  when  he  speaks,  we  mast  obey. 
Sir,  these  are  doctrines  suited  better  for  tyranta 
ana  slaves  than  freemen.  Let  them  once  be 
sonotioned,  and  a  sin atep  Arther  will  make 
another  sedition  law :  for,  if  we  have  no  right 
to  speak  on  publio  measurea,  it  ia  but  another 
step  to  say  the  pec^le  have  no  right  to  speal^ 
and  if  they  have  no  right  to  speak,  you  luive  n 
ri^t  to  stop  them  f^oro  speaking.  Duch  is  the 
coarse  of  reasoning  which  led  to  the  enoroadh' 
ment  on  liberty  in  the  day  of  that  famous  law, 
I  refer  not  to  the  reign  of  the  first  Adoma,  that 
dark  period  oar  history,  with  any  pleasure : 
fiir  from  it;  but  to  look  for  beacons  to  warn  us 
of  the  dangers  which  surround  ua. 

Is  it  not  true  that  some  genUemen  are  looking 
fbr  a  revival  of  the  principles  which  predomi- 
nated in  that  dnyt  What  did  the  gentleman 
from  Kassaohssatu  (Mr.  Wjoain)  mean,  whoa 
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he,  in  a  tone  of  flignifioant  oomplunt,  sud,  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  was  the  last  man  in 
Uie  Hoose  from  whom  he  would  have  expected 
the  ftTOwal  of  the  ophiknis  urged  in  iopport  of 
this  amendnuntt  Mr.  Ob^rman,  is  it  omne  to 
this,  in  the  firrt  Tear  <3X  thia  new  era,  that  we 
■tiall  hear  the  old  repodiated  dootrinee  of  ^98, 
which  have  been  bnried  for  a  qnarter  of  a 
oentnry,  boldlr  revived  and  reasserted  I  I 
would  be  glad  to  know  what  the  gentleman : 
from  ManaohosettB  meant  bj  the  rebuke, 
unless  he  thought  he  had  some  daims  on  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  as  a  disciple  of  those 
repodiated  doctrines.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  ever  avowed  snch 
opinions ;  but  I  do  know,  there  was  a  time 
when  these  gentlemen  pareoed  different  roads, 
and  which,  in  my  judgmeat,  involved  an 
unerring  test  of  pahuo  virtm;  and  beyond 
that  period,  I  do  not  wish  to  go  to  find  party 
diatincdona.  I  can  find  a  raffideat  teat  th^ 
for  my  poKtieal  Mendablpa.  In  the  lata  wai^ 
Ihe  second  war  of  Independence— what  we 
were  contending  with  ^e  most  powerful  naUon 
of  the  earth ;  the  enemy  laying  waste  every 
village,  and  even  cottage,  wi^in  tlie  reach  of 
his  power;  when  fiscal  embarraasments  pressed 
heavy  npon  us ;  when,  in  fact,  the  country  was 
bleeding  at  every  pore,  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  had  shouldered  his  mnsket,  and  march- 
ed to  meet  and  fight  the  enemies  of  his  country, 
as  did  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Buoh- 
ananJ  and  many  others  of  the  same  political 
fiath. 

But,  lb.  Chairman,  I  ask,  where  then  was 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  f  I  can  tell 
yon,  At.  I  was  a  member  of  the  same  Oon- 
groes  with  him.  Many  of  my  consdtoents,  and 
those  of  my  coUeasnea,  were  sotfering  every 
thing  which  the  hnman  constitution  could 
endure,  braving  the  enemy  on  the  northern 
frontier,  or  blanching  in  cold  and  comfortless 
tents  on  the  shores.  Their  snfferiags  were 
aggravated  by  the  want  of  the  common  neoes- 
aaries  of  life.  I  speak  from  knowledge  and 
ezperioDoe,  and  not  at  random,  when  I  say, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was 
then  engi^ed,  not  only  in  withhoUiug  the 
supplies,  but  literally  lashing  with  i^ons  the 
■rms  of  tile  brave  defeudera  c/t  his  oonntry, 
and  in  devinng  every  means  which  hia  capa- 
doas  mind  eonld  oonoeiTe  to  resist  a  vigorous 
proseontiott  of  the  war ;  Identified  with  every 
combination  and  fnetion,  Hartford  OonvenUon 
and  all,  to  unnerve  the  arm  and  weaken  the 
power  of  the  Government,  when  the  enemy 
WAS  at  oar  doors,  and  his  bayonet  at  our  breast. 
Bir,  the  gentleman  stood  in  the  same  relation 
to  the  domestic  enemies  of  his  country  then, 
that  be  now  does  to  most  of  the  opponents  of 
tiiis  amendment.  He  was  their  Magnus  Apollo  I 
To  him  tliey  looked  for  gnidanoe  in  every 
movement;  he  had  only  to  wave  his  hand,  and 
they  obeyed  the  rignaL  But  the  country  tri- 
umphed without  hia  aid ;  tiie  war  terminated 
faiabla»<rfglo'7>  ThenatiaiatillfiMla)attd,I 
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tmat,  will  never  cease  to  feel,  the  bcn^cial  con- 
sequences of  the  heroism  displayed  iu  that  vsr. 
But  none  of  these  feelings  found  a  place  in  the 
hreaat  tit  the  orator  at  the  laying  of  the  finuidi' 
tioD  atone  of  the  Mbonnmit  of  Banker^  Hilll 
ni-fatedBnnker  HUlI  Hlnstriousmoaiidt  aa» 
crated  to  virtue,  liberty,  and  love  of  00011117! 
Thy  glory  was  perfected  I  AlasI  that  it  shtnild 
have  been  stained  by  an  oration  on  tby  sumniit, 
in  which  all  the  glorious  achievements  of  the 
second  war  of  Independence  were  esrefoQ;  re- 
membered to  be  forgotten  t  Oan  I,  while  I M 
the  responsibility  of  my  station ;  can  I,  knoiruig 
these  tilings,  he  expected  to  act  npon  futh  iritE 
the  gentleman  t  No,  sir  I  I  cannot  be  led  aviy 
by  Uie  sympathies  of  any  man  for  foreign  ana- 
tries,  who  had  BO  little  for  his  own  in  ue  hoar 
of  her  greatest  p«ils.  Sir,  we  have  heard  mud 
about  faction ;  not,  indeed,  within  these  villii 
except  in  the  form  of  echo.  Amording  to  my 
nnderatandiog  <^  the  word,  tiiere  ii  no  ^ 
tolerated  by  human  laws  which  I  do  so  Dod 
abhor  and  abominate.  Mr.  Chairman,  a  vhtp- 
per-in,  whose  father  and  brother  have  lata; 
received  distin^oished  appointments  from  the 
present  Admimstratinn,  has  sought,  with  vhit 
success  I  know  not,  to  pay  the  family  debt,  bj  de- 
nouncing as  a  foctionist  every  member  in  either 
House  who  is  disposed,  in  time  of  profomtd 
peace,  to  "  deliberate,^*  when  the  Exoctttive  calb 
upon  him  to  "act"  Mr.  Ohairman,  the  cliaise 
of  "fiwjtion,  unprincipled  faction,"  cMoea  ^4 
an  ill  grace  from  such  a  &miiy.  The  fttbtf  1 
was  one  of  the  fathers  of  a  fii^ons  eoffltnoa-  ; 
tion,  daring  the  late  war,  not  leas  wicked  io  its 
motives  than  the  Hartford  Convention  itself  in 
its  worst  aspect  He  opposed,  in  tiie  other 
branch,  with  all  his  power,  and  muetinsidioDslj 
too,  every  measure  intended  to  gire  rigor  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Another  member 
of  the  family,  a  brother,  was  a  member  of  Uiia 
House  at  that  time,  and  he  declared  upon  this 
floor  that  the  then  President  of  the  Uaited  States 
(one  among  the  moat  virtnona  and  intdlijciit 
men  of  tlu^  or  any  othw  age)  "  deswreil  i 
halter  1" 

I  regret,  in  the  course  of  my  paUio  datie^to 
be  under  the  neoeesi^  of  thus  referring  to  ^ 
conduct  of  a  man,  venerable  by  age,  and  bi^ 
respectable  for  hia  eariy  aorviow;  but  the  odd- 
dnot  of  pahlio  men  is  alw^s  a  proper  aabjeci 
for  animadverriffli,  and  I  act  on  the  defeoan- 
Are  we  to  rit  in  tilenoe,  when  aasuled  fWm 
sach  a  quarter  as  a  fMttion,  "  an  nnprinciplea 
Motion,"  because,  when  the  great  intereets  of 
the  country  are  under  oar  oonaideration,  ve 
choose  to  examine  them  for  ourselves,  as  it  n 
oar  perfect  right  and  solemn  duty  to  dof  I 
may  oe  excus^,  I  hope,  for  indulging  eom 
sensibility  under  such  a  charge.  I  have  seen, 
and  therefore  know,  something  about  ^^^^ 
I  do  not  recar  to  these  recolleotioos  thro^ 
any  feeling  of  matevoleooe,  hot  to  point  wbers 
the  beacona  are  that  viU  guard  ns  from  w» 
dangerous  rocks  and  shoau^  in  the  way  of  oor 
voyage  of  lift.  I  wflU  remembar  when  actku 
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reared  ber  ha^ud  wka  witbia  this  Honse, 
Htd  had  detommed  that  nothiog  should  BaHafj 
her  TiodictiTa  rage  bnt  the  ezpvUaioD^  psr /m 
nt  ne/aa,  at  ewvry  pabUo  tanmoDBxy  from  the 
De|iutiMoti  <^  the  Govemtndat,  or  that  they 
Aovii  idpolate  to  take  into  the  OaUnet  a  mar 
jority  of  the  wwtby  htMknkUm  themaelTea. 
ihit  VIS  fiustami  I  u  was  in  the  most  f^mj 
period  of  the  war.  Every  heart  which  had  a 
ipirk  of  patiiotisin  was  anxioaa  for  the  oanse 
«  tbe  nttim.  Many,  who  had  been  oppoied 
tothedeelantion  of  tiie  war,  had  then  deter- 
Biaed  to  defend  the  oonntry.  Snob  was  the 
dbpodtkm  of  a  great  number  of  the  Oppori- 
tioa,  espedally  in  the  Middle  and  Sontiieni 
Sutin;  bat,  as  the  donda  of  adversity  lowered 
on  u,  £Ktioa  reared  her  orest  atill  higher.  The 
gmter  the  diffioalties  and  dangers,  the  man 
boU  and  arrogant  waa  she. 

I  eunot  dianisa  tbii  sali|eot  witfaont  advert- 
fagtoanisadentinUiatperiodof  our  hist«nry 
Derer  to  be  forgotten.  Kew  Orleans,  the  Key 
«f  <mt  Weatem  &n^r^  ma  Inrested  by  the 
Dost  fomidaUe  army  mat  had  ever  placed  a 
boitile  foot  on  our  idiores.  The  only  defence 
w  %  more  handfnl  of  raw  militia,  led  on 
indeed  by  one  of  the  most  gallant  men  that 
ever  litedl  yet  proTided  with  nothing  tor  a 
Tigorou  defeaoei,  but  the  fwoe  of  his  genins, 
ud  tbeir  own  strong  arms  and  patriotic  hearts. 
CongreKwas  in  session;  we  were  waiting  in 
the  DWfit  AQxiouB  suspense,  apprehending  a  most 
fearfol  eitasbt^he.  Two  weeks  passed  away 
vithoot  t  maiL  Hie  ficUonists  had  predioted 
vbat  tb^  wtsfaed  to  be  tme,  that  Jacksoo  was 
defatcd,  and  New  Orleans  saoked.  At  length 
die  (teiow  n«ws  arrived ;  the  lettMa  to  the 
Tir  Department  were  sent  to  the  chamber 
d  the  House  of  Bepresentativea  eariy  in  the 
iDoniiDg,  and  read  in  one  of  the  oommittee 
nnms,  orer  and  over  and  over  again,  to  the 
Moesrire  throoga  that  OTOwded  in  to  hear  the 
joTou  news.  Whei)  tiiis  scene  was  over,  the 
■Minben  retnmed  to  the  hall:  the  different 
HRie>  then  oceapied  different  sides  of  the 
Hrase.  On  the  one  ride  was  a  scene  of  inoes- 
Mt  greetings,  salatataiHU,  and  oongratolations, 
■PpnMcliing  to  eostasy.  On  the  other — sat 
wool  Yes,  gloomy  fiustioni  with  dark  and 
loveriiig  brow,  pondering  in  sullen  silence  upon 
H*  caact  and  conseqaenoea  of  this  death-blow 
list  hop^  Sir,  no  hvman  tMune  oan 
dacribe  that  aooie^  as  it  now  presents  Uself  to 
a*  flMDory.  If  I  conld,  I  would  gUdly  forget 
tfm  thing  on  one  ride  of  the  piotare,  while  I 
*oud  cherish,  to  my  latest  breath,  every  thing 
w  the  other.  But,  rir,  while  these  recollections 
K^UD,  it  b  impoeriUe  that  I  can  ecmsent  to 
■■tnfioe  any  interest  of  my  country,  because  I 
»i>7  dt^ke  the  men  who  may  happen  to  be  In 
power.  Kdtbw  can  I  pnt  myself  In  the  wake 
^nm,  foeiated  with  the  most  wicked 
y^WMts  of  that  day,  and  seeking  to  entan- 
PB  our  eonntry  in  a  flireign  dUanoe,  by 
of  a  **speeaIittTa  ezperiment,**  to  divert 
poUio  BttantJoQ  from  thair  own  ptdkioal  sins. 


Mr.  Asonn. — The  Frerident  had  said  that 
objects  of  the  highest  importance,  in  reference 
to  the  general  weUkre  of  the  human  race,  and 
bearing  on  onr  own  specially,  would  engage  the 
attenticm  of  the  Coogrees  at  Panama:  that  the 
lapse  of  many  oentnnea  mi^^t  probauy  to 
poKsent  an  occarion  so  Ikvorable  for  the  ad- 
vanoemntttf  stone  of  the  most  essentia!  of  those 
oltfeots;  that  "  among  the  topics  to  be  present- 
ed for  diseinrion,  there  was  scarcely  one  in 
which  the  results  of  the  meeting  will  not  deeply 
affect  the  interests  of  the  United  States."  And 
yet,  what  does  he  allege  as  the  primary  induce* 
meat  to  the  deputation  of  the  murion !  A  com- 
pliment— a  manifestation  of  oourteay  to  the  new 
States  of  South  America.  This  would  be  with 
him  a  soflBcient  reason  for  the  rejection  of  the 
measure.  He  could  not  consent  to  institnte  a 
misrion  of  this  delicacy,  to  be  confided  to  the 
discretion  of  an  <^oer  who  h^  language  of 
this  ant.  The  maiUftatation  of  courtesy  to  the 
new  States  (tfBoBthAmwica  I  And  where  was 
tUsmaniftatayonttfooarteaiy  toendl  Had  we 
not  been  the  first  to  reoognise  diese  State»— 
sent  Miidsters  before  they  were  reorived — ne- 
gotiated witii  Spun,  with  all  the  great  European 
powers,  to  obtfun  the  recognition  of  their  inde- 
pendence t  Is  farther  evidence  required !  He 
was  afraid,  that  by  multiplying  endorsements  on 
our  bilL  we  should  bring  our  credit  into  hazard. 
He  would  admit  that  ob|eotB  of  importance  were 
connected  with  the  misrion,  and  there  was  a 
remark  of  general  application  to  them.  Why 
not  pursue  the  osnal  obvious  mode  of  separate 
negotiation  with  the  several  States,  instead  of 
n^otiation  tn  Oongresst  This  last  mode  had 
niidonbtedly  a  leas  degree  of  fodlity  to  reonn- 
mend  it  With  three  of  the  most  conriderable 
of  tiie  new  powers,  we  have  effiwted  treaties  by 
the  former  mode,  embraring  all  the  objects  we 
had  proposed.  Why  deviate  from  a  method 
which  had  been  thus  snccessful,  or  dlstmst  its 
results,  in  relation  to  the  remaining  States  t  The 
Frerident  had  informed  us  of  the  aoipicious  re- 
sults and  promise  of  the  mode  of  negotiation  we 
had  been  pursuing,  yet,  in  tiie  same  breath,  re> 
commends  this  misrion.  What  reasonicg  was 
there  in  this  t  Oonrider  the  several  ol^ects  sug- 
gested. To  obtain  r^olar  infonnatiim  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Ooi^resa.  anmly  a  defi- 
nite explanatiw  <tf  onr  views  and  pcdit^.  These 
were  proper  objeeta.  Did  th^  leqnlre  onr  par- 
ticipation in  tiie  proceedings  ot  the  Congress 
and  MOgagementa  m  the  qnestimable  coarse  of 
its  policy?  commercial  arrangements,  and  the 
acynstment  of  the  doctrine  of  blockade?  The 
former,  as  far  as  we  had  proposed,  had  already 
been  attained,  or  were  in  a  certain  conrse  of  at- 
tainment by  ordinary  negotiation ;  and  on  the 
subject  of. blockade,  no  a^nstment  was  required. 
There  had  been  no  contest  on  the  principle, 
amid  all  the  conteotion  which  the  application 
bad  oocanoned.  Tlie  ctrntroverq^  related  to  tiie 
^pUcation  only.  The  Just  doctrine  was  p<n^ 
fymj  understood— threatened  with  no  distnrb- 
aaoaa,  and  had  been  reoognisad  without  hash. 
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tatioa  by  the  only  on«  of  the  new  State*  with 
which  ft  qneition  had  ariaeo  on  the  ral^eet 
Then  no  XJoagnm  wm  wmnted  to  settle  this 

Bat  there  are  nmrrm.  The  Slave  TtaAa  and 
the  island  of  HayU,  There  is  no  gent]  em &n  on 
this  floor  who  does  not  iMliere  the  pulioj  of 
this  coootry  on  theae  p<dntB  shoold  be  inexo- 
rably fixed,  witboat  reference  to  other  objects 
or  other  nati<nu.  By  relaxing  onr  policy  on 
these  snlyeots,  we  sbaU  bring  a  moral  and  polit- 
ical oonta^on  into  onr  coon  try.  We  can  only 
act  with  an  exclanre  referenoe  to  onr  own  pe- 
onliar  Tiewa,  Why  shoold  not  the  South  Ameri- 
oan  nations  admit  H&ytien  resaels  and  black 
lOnistersI  Tfaey  have  or  may  reoogniie  the 
independence  of  that  Island,  and  are  {nfloenoed 
to  nme  of  those  ol^Jeotkns  whkh  have  wd^t 
inth  na.  Wtiat  ground  otfJeotioD  can  we 
liaTot  How  can  we  then,  ritaated-^ettered 
as  wo  we^  uk  them  to  go  into  n^tiaUms  on 
these  p(^ts9  We  cannot  change  our  pcdicy : 
where  then  is  tiie  advantage  of  n^^ation, 
where  the  ftimessl  Shall  we  ask  them  to 
change  their  policy?  Can  any  fair  and  reason- 
able man  consent  to  go  into  the  Gongreu  of 
Panama  to  deliberate  on  this  snbjeot  t 

Affun:  as  to  Oaba  and  Porto  Bico.  Some 
genUemen,  who  are  said  to  be  in  opposition  to 
uiis  nisnon,  say,  we  ongbt  not  to  go  into  dis- 
onsum  on  Uicse  polnta,  becanse  onr  Qotoh- 
maot  studa  committed.  Mr.  01^  has  stated, 
in  offltial  oommnoicationa,  tiiat,  wulst  we  oonld 
not  see  with  indi&rence  the  transfer  of  these 
islands  to  any  Enropean  power,  neither  conld 
we  be  jostified  in  opposing  their  aoqni^tion  by 
one  of  the  Sonth  American  States  by  a  lawfnl 
operation  of  war.  It  was  afBrmed,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  these  pledges  were  of  no  force ;  that  in 
referenoe  to  obvioos  and  high  conuderations  of 
interest,  we  should  do  wrong  to  sniffer  the  Sonth 
American  Governments  to  seize  these  ieluids. 
Both  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  this  measnre, 
and  ttuise  who  defend  it,  we  are  shown  to  be 
fat  A  Venation  in  which  we  oannot  act  in  relation 
to  those  idands.  It  wonld  be  an  insolt  to  send 
ICiniaters  under  these  drenmstanoea.  He  did 
not  see,  however,  that  we  are  omnmltted  on 
this  salyect  either  to  one  coarse  or  another.  He 
denied  that  there  Is  any  settled  principle  which 
is  referable  to  this  subject.  Our  policy  should 
vary  according  to  droumstaooes.  Oa«it  we  to 
allow  a  transfer  of  these  islands  to  any  European 
power!  If  the  power  to  which  they  are  trans- 
ferred ho  a  weak  power,  we  conld  have  no  ob- 
jection. Ag^n :  as  to  the  mode  of  transfer.  If 
the  transfer  be  made  by  a  lawful  mode,  who 
woald  say  we  ought  to  interfere  to  prevent  the 
cession  of  these  islands  I  HoW  comd  doctrine 
of  this  diaraoter  be  maintained  9  Letacasebe 
stated  to  exemplify  it:  Suppose  that  Spain 
should  enter  into  a  treaty  with  i^anoe,  by  which 
fVanoe  should  say  to  her,  jou  shall  give  up  those 
islands,  and  we  will  then  withdraw  our  troops 
frwn  your  territory,  and  pwmit  yon  to  remodel 
jour  political  oonstitntinn  tn  »  basia  of  free- 
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dom."  Who  would  consent  to  oondMnn  Spm 
to  snoh  slavish  sohservioioe  as  to  compel  her 
to  reftue  snob  an  <^hr?  Who  would  ooosent 
to  ten  hw  she  is  not  at  liber^  to  mako  aodi 
tomsl  Ba  knew,  nor  conld  oonoein  of  any 
authwity  which  could  be  shown  fiv  such  an  in- 
fiingement  of  the  ri^t  to  traasfer  torritury  on 
the  part  of  the  lawftil  possessor.  If  Spain 
transfer  these  islands,  shall  we  adt^t  a  eoom 
which  is  in  opposition  to  the  priBci[to  sod 
practice  of  pubUe  law  and  Jnstioet  Can  we 
remodel  the  laws  itf  nations  so  as  to  make  them 
oonform  exeluuvely  to  oar  views  and  interestsi 
We  ought  nut  to  do  so  if  we  oonld.  With  liii 
consent  we  woold  not  attenqtt  to  do  so.  There 
is  no  danger  so  great,  so  much  to  be  dreaded, 
as  the  perpetraiioB  of  injnstioe  to  a  pomr 
weaker  than  ourselves.  If  there  was  any  msa 
who  could  hold  the  (^nioa  that  this  oomae  fats 
be  defended,  he  woold  not  hold  tbU  o^bIob. 
Snch  waa  not  Uie  opinion  which  oonld  be  re> 
con(riled  with  interest  any  more  than  justice  or 

faoerosity.  The  Secretary  of  State  did  ncA  see 
ow  we  oonld  prevent  this  transfer  to  the  South 
American  StiOes,  if  made  by  lawful  operstioa 
of  war.  On  the  contrary,  uiere  were  gentle 
men  on  this  floor  who  had  spoken  reswtancs 
in  this  event — who  had  sud  we  oo^t  to  re- 
sist any  attempt  to  take  posseenon  of  then 
islanda  by  the  Sonth  American  GovenmiefitB. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  817,  whentlieeB  Gown- 
ments  had  bnt  one  way  of  wonnAoff  ihtar  ad- 
versaries, and  that  was  by  taking  poaasarion  of 
these  islands,  that  we  ongbt  to  Inteifera  to  [ve- 
veot  it.  If^  according  to  their  own  view  cf 
their  own  policy  and  tlieir  own  interests;  it, 
with  a  view  to  fiunlitate  thdr  nltimate  tnnmph, 
and  the  reoc^ition  of  thar  independence,  they 
shoold  think  fit  to  proceed  in  this  way,  it  wooM 
be  the  mere  violence  oS  power  for  us  to  say  to 
them  that  tUey  should  not  so  proceed.  He  could 
not  see  how  snch  a  proceeding  would  Intofere 
&taUy  with  our  interests;  he  did  not  see  bow 
it  came  in  such  perilous  conflict  with  onr  poii^. 

howevw,  it  does;  if  its  tendency  was  to 
set  np  a  formidaUe  power  within  a  leagne  of 
our  own  aliOTea;  if  it  would  set  up  on  onr  im- 
mediate frontier  a  threatening,  powerful,  and 
petrifying  despotism;  even  nndw  snofa  ags» 
vated  oirenmstaooe%  he  would  not  say  to  a 
weaker  power,  "Because  we  are  strong,  and 
yon  are  weak,  I  will  check  your  lawful  course, 
and  defeat  your  fair  purposes."  No.  Perish  the 
Southern  States — ^pto-ish  rather  the  conn  try  to 
which  he  belonged]  Perish  all  that  was  near 
and  dear  to  him  in  heart  and  hope,  before  be 
would  hdd  language  so  selfish  and  unmanly — 
the  language  m  snch  aoold  and  wltberiag  tyr- 
anny. 

Weon|^tnot,then,togotoPBnama.  Bythe 
one  party  it  is  a^ed  that  we  sre  oommitted  on 
one  side,  and  thereSne  ongbt  not  to  go;  by  tiie 
other  party  it  is  contended  that  we  we  oom- 
mitted on  the  other  side,  and  tbtfefbre  oo^t 
not  to  go.  He  was  o^lon  that  we  stand 
unoommitted  on  all  sides,  and  therclbre  wa 
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oQ^t  not  to  go,  to  oommit  onnelTes.  Bap* 
pow  tbtt  Great  Britain  ahoold,  m^ast 
BMD%  obtain  po—eirion  of  tbeee  islands,  ore 
m  pnptrad,  erao  in  tlua  ewmt,  to  make  ra- 
aMBoel  IRiat  la  the  tnie  diaiaetar  of  onr 
P^ejrt  Sai^NMe  Bniu  dioald  oede  tiie  iaUnds, 
toGnatBriMii,  1111111  we  aqr  to  her, "  Tov  raoM 
not  Bfnckte  on  thia  point!"  Sappoee  that 
toet  ftitain  dioald  reftrn  to  liaten  to  anj 
M^gMUoDB  or  remoiutrascea  of  otir8,and  Bfaoo^ 
mj  >be  will  hold  theae  idands:  what  can  we 
dot  Shall  we  go  to  wart  Kioold  we  tiireaten 
— •onoaDoe  our  intention  to  00  to  war  in  Uiat 
ereott  A  threat  we  mi^t  have  to  fulfil,  ao 
iirtation  we  nugiht  he  under  the  necetaitj  4^ 
fawundDg.  Are  our  means,  oar  reaooroes 
lodi «  would  justify  us  in  rushing  into  a  war 
OD  noh  gnnmdat  When  we  go  to  war,  or 
irben  we  aesorae  a  tone  of  war,  we  expect  to 
fn6t  by  going  to  war.  By  gi^ng  to  war,  in 
this  esse,  we  raoold  only  make  bad  wone ;  bfr< 
erase  we  dranld  not  be  equal  to  Great  Britain. 

ire  onljr  an  equal  competitor  to  Great  Bri- 
tun  in  a  Jost  war.  If  we  abonld  choose  to 
hold  s  langoage  or  o<»idact  of  dictation  to  thia 
power,  no  sagacity  wae  required  to  predict  the 
nsih.  We  shoou  lose  Oaba  and  Forto  Rico 
~^isTe  to  anatain  the  formidable  expenses  of 
tbe  ooDtert;  and,  added  to  these,  the  ii^ary 
i^d)  we  know,  from  recent  eTeots,  so  well 
bow  to  ^ipreoute,  reeolting  from  the  sacrifice 
of  on  commerce  aod  indostry,  and  the  agitati<m 
•odiange  of  onr  ooasta.  He  was  duniosed  to 
act,  Mt  nr  the  role  laid  down  bjr  the  Seoretary 
<f  Stit^  in  hk  oomnondenoei  Imt  the  plain, 
eoeuBcn  aonaa  nde,  wnidi  ought  In  all  events 
toiegidata  onr  conrae.  He  wonld  act,  and  be 
l^oeetoae^  aooonUng  to  drcmnatances,  and 
wooU  oerar  go  ns  a  Toluiteer  into  a  war  from 
vhidi  DO  advantage  oonld  poasiUj  resnlt  A 
eeiMUat  aod  attentiTe  regard  should  midonbt- 
«dly  be  ynd  to  the  fate  of  the  Spanish  islands. 
KegDtiationa  dioold  be  kept  perpetually  alert, 
to  prereut  a  dispoaal  of  thwn  which  might  be 
mn^t  to  throUen  our  interesta  There  were 
poaobte  contingenues  In  which  a  resort  to  force, 
or  the  meoaoe  of  ftwoe,  to  effect  the  olject, 
be  advisaUe  as  well  as  just  But  the  un- 
Oftsntfy  of  the  oocorrenoe,  as  well  as  oompoai- 
Iw  of  theae  eontingendes,  required  that  our 
haiidi  dioald  be  kept  unbound,  to  be  extended 
is  the  direction  which  our  interests  might  de- 
wad.  Aeecsrion  to  the  Joint  nrajtiation  pro- 
poeed  must  either  proTe  entirely  futile,  or  have 
the  effect  to  tie  them  up,  and  was  therefore  on 
•very  oonrideration  nnadrisable.  As  far  as  we 
Ure  gone  along,  then,  he  saw  no  sufficient  oou- 
■idcr^ona  to  iMd  us  to  become  parties  to  this 
CoDgrees.  We  had  no  ol^ect  to  ask,  and 
theivfore  should  abstain  from  it  Our  objects 
l>ad  been  otrfained,  or  were  in  a  ooune  of  cer- 
tsin  ittsinmept;  or  onr  was  fixed,  not 

open  to  ncgotialiott— or  tb^  were  no  otfjeots  to 
u.  Be  would  forbear  any  critical  review  of  all 
tbeolfjeetiwhkb  had  bean  iveaented.  Itwoold 
bedittoaltin  regard  to  anna  of  thsm,  wtthont 


a  departure  from  deference  to  the  Freaadent 
The  abolitioD  of  private  war  on  tlie  ocean,  and 
propagating  a  better  system  of  ruinous  Mth 
in  Dowi  America,  were  examples.  He  olisoed 
these  ol^eots  together,  as  belonging,  in  his  con- 
ception, to  a  common  eharaoter.  The  aboliti(Hi 
ofprivate  war  on  the  ooean  t  Theafibotationof 
tiie  phrase  was  indication  enough  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  dbjetA.  Why  not  call  it  by  its  known 
and  proper  name  of  privateering!  And  why 
aboli^  this  form  of  its  operation,  if  war  were 
to  continue  t  Wliat  were  the  superior  reoom- 
mendationa  of  its  operation  on  the  persons  of 
the  parties  to  it,  rather  than  their  property! 
Did  not  a  wholesome  humanity,  as  well  as  rea- 
son, demand  both  modes  of  operation,  as  multi- 
plying the  &dlities  to  the  termination  of  it,  aa 
well  as  the  motivee  to  forbearing  item  it  ?  And 
if  war  were  to  mrevail,  why  not,  in  r^erenoe  to 
a  |Hinoiide  of  jnstiee  at  well  as  policy,  permit 
the  partunpatiim  ot  individnal  eutecprise  in  ita 
inddental  advantages! 

Mr.  Sawtbb,  rose  and  sidd :  Henas  came  and 
whispered  to  Pompey,  that  he  now  had  it  in  his 
power  to  become  master  ,  of  the  world,  as  the 
two  Bovra«igns  were  on  board  his  ship,  nearly 
unattended,  and  immersed  in  wiue :  and  if  he 
would  but  say  the  word,  he  would  oast  off,  put 
to  sea,  and  throw  them  overboard.  Pompey 
told  him  he  ought  to  have  done  it  without,  as 
now  he  could  not  be  guilty  of  so  great  a  breach 
of  trust:  So,  if  the  President  had  secretiy 
(u^ered  Mr.  Anderson,  who  was  in  that  nel^- 
borhood,  to  be  present  at  tiiia  Oonpess  Ot 
Panama,  as  an  agent,  I  wonld  have  disregarded 
it ;  but  now  I  canoot  sanction  a  formal  embassy 
of  two  Mioiaters,  at  an  expense  of  forty  thou- 
sand dtdlars,  to  proceed  there  openly,  in  fisoe  of 
all  the  world,  prcrffaisadly  to  do  nothing 
merely  to  set  forth  our  reasons  for  declining  any 
proposals  for  spedfic  measures,"  It  must  attract 
the  notice  of  foreign  powers;  it  will  excite 
their  jealonsy ;  they  will  believe  that  saoh  an 
impoeiog  misnon  is  intended  for  some  purpose, 
and  that  we  have  id>aadoned  that  neutral  gronod 
which  we  have  so  long  occupied.  This  mission 
will  be  worse  than  usdesa.  It  is  not  a  [Jaoe  to 
enter  into  oommeroial  treaties;  we  have  enough 
<tf  them  aheady  wbh  those  powera-Hwd  what 
advice  oan  we  now  o8br  tfami  that  will  avail  t 
They  have  all  formed  tiwir  constitutions ;  tiidr 
Govttnmenta  are  in  the  foil  tide  of  succesafol 
expOTimeot;  and  any  advice  that  wemightnow 
offer  them,  as  the  fruits  of  onr  experience, 
would  be  too  late.  Tiiis  Congress  of  Panama 
is  intended  entirely  for  the  deliberation  of  this 
great  Confederacy,  on  the  subject  of  their 
military  operations,  contingents,  qnestions  grow- 
ing oat  of  their  foreign  aod  domestic  relations, 
which  are  peculiarly  interesting  to  themselves, 
and  which  they  may  be  presumed  to  be  better 
acquainted  with  than  we  are.  Now,  whatever 
may  be  resolved  on  that  have  a  bearing 
upon  aqy  fiwelgn  or  ne^hbrnii^  power,  we 
shall  oome  in  finr  a  ahare  of  responsibility,  iS  we 
have  MiniatecB  then.  For,  if  we  do  but  adviae^ 
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thi^  will  be  aaffident  to  implicate  w  Id  those 
transaoUons,  and  jeopardize  ns  with  those  powers 
with  whom  we  may  come  to  ooUinon— with 
Spain^  Brazil,  France,  or  the  whole  t(^ther — 
whioh  might  icvolre  us  in  war,  aod  nltimatel; 
plnnge  ns  into  the  Tortex  of  European  politics. 
The  aooeptanoe  of  this  invitation  was  most 
nottdvised  and  bast;'.  Oar  modern  Alezaader 
hasjamped  orer  the  walls,  among  the  enemy, 
witliont  his  army ;  and  has  received  some 
dangerous  woan&  to  his  political  life,  before 
they  could  come  ap  to  his  resoae :  and  now  we 
are  called  on  to  interpose  our  shields,  to  risk 
ourselves  to  extrio^  him  ,^om  hia  danger,  to 
divide  it  with  him.  I,  ibr  one^  haT«  not  soffi- 
dnt  confidenoe  to  ventore. 

We  bftTo  a  Ocmgresa  of  onr  own :  let  ns 
attend  to  that,  and  we  shall  have  enoogh  to  do. 
We  were  no  IMT^  to  those  wars  which  paved 
the  Way  to  this  Congress,  and  can  have  no  more 
right  to  a  voice  there  thao  in  the  Turkish  Divan. 
Ajad  shall  we  establish  a  political  lecture-room, 
or  college,  alongside  of  them?  Shall  we 
assume  the  profession  of  teachers !  If  we  do,  I 
hope  they  will  pay  us.  But  we  ^oold  first  be 
satisfied  that  we  are  entitled  to  this  preference 
in  the  science  of  Government  and  la^  admin- 
istratloQ  of  politioal  aJ&irs,  before  we  act  the 
nniversal  pedagogue.  To  be  sare,  in  the  art  of 
Prerident-nukmg  we  stand  unrivalled,  and  are 
Joatly  entitled  to  a  patent  right,  provided  we 
can  find  any  nation  disposed  to  purchaw  a 
privilege.  For  I  ain  sare  that  no  other  nation 
would  have  found  out  that,  from  the  "  three 
highest"  on  the  list,  was  meant  the  lowest. 

A  decent  excuse,  not  "a  cold  repulse," 
against  the  acceptance  of  this  invitation,  ,would 
have  saUafied  uiose  powers  who  made  it.  I 
believe  that  it  was  mu«ly  intended  as  oompU- 
mentary.  From  the  rel^iona  we  bore  to  those 
powers,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  they 
eoold  not  have  supposed  that  we  would  have 
taken  part  in  it  in  good  earnest.  And  yet  it 
aeema  that  oar  SolmnonS)  who  have  had  so 
mnoh  expeiienoe  in  the  w»8  of  the  world,  and 
in  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  Ooorts,  have 
taken  in  downright  serioasneaa  this  joke,  or 
ezpreasion  of  empty  politenesa.  But,  even 
admitting  they  were  in  earnest,  yet  the  corro- 

Siondence  between  these  Uinisters  and  iir. 
lay  (which  I  will  not  detaxa.  the  House  by 
recitii:^  shows  that  they  would  not  have  been 
ofieoded  had  we  declined  the  ofi'er.  So  far 
from  it,  thtj  express  some  nneadness,  or  fear 
their  overture  might  give  offonoo  to  as,  and 
require,  beforehand,  to  know  whether  such  an 
invitation  would  be  acceptable.  If,  therefore, 
we  can  give  no  offence  by  refta^ng,  and  m^ 
give  it  by  oooepting— 4f  we  can  render  those 
nations  no  aenrioa  by  oar  ooanseb,  bat  mi^ 
render  onrsdves  mam  disservloe  1^  ofibring 
them,  I  can  see  bat  one  reaarai  why  we  ahoold 
sanction  It,  and  th^  motive  is,  to  minister  to 
Exeoative  patronage.  The  great  States  are 
to  be  oonidliated:  for  you  find  all  the  appoint- 
menta  of  note  mado  from  the  largest  Statea: 
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New  Twk,  the  first  IDidBter  to  Eorope:  Penn- 
sylvania, a  member  d  the  CaUnet,  and  a 
Minister  to  Panama;  Ohio^  t3ie  fcarth  officer 
of  the  Gkivernment^  and  a  misrifm  to  Pern; 
Virginia,  two  membeni  of  the  G^iin^  Does 
not  all  this  go  to  show  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
sednce  the  powerfiil  States  from  th^  intc^^t 
Tea,  and  I  will  engage  they  see  it  tbemwlres, 
and  are  prepared  to  treat  it  as  it  deserves. 
After  waiting  near  two  months  for  this  in- 
formation, what  have  wef  A  oommentary 
upon  the  Oartha^ian  and  Pmssian  treaties; 
the  last  of  whioh  has  been  dwelt  on  with  filial 
partiaU^  and  vanity,  and  which  has  been  of 
abiHit  u  maoh  naa  as  the  first.  I  feel  com- 
petoDt  to  decide  far  myself;  and  can  tnily  say, 
there  is  nothing  propmed  to  be  gained  at  this 
OongreiB  of  Panama,  but  what  ^ler  hae  beea, 
or  m^y  be  obtained,  in  the  ordinary  ehanneb 
of  negotiation;  but  tiiat  we  may  lose  by  it  our 
peace,  oar  respectability,  aod  peihaps  oar  inde- 
pendence. We  already  have  Ministers  to  all 
tiiose  powers;  and  I  am  sure  the  instmctioos 
to  Mr.  Anderson,  which  are  ingrafted  into  those 
of  other  Ministers,  wmo  suffideoUy  foil  to 
enable  him  to  enter  into  treaty  stipulatio&s  on 
all  the  points  proposed  to  be  disousaed  at  this 
Oongress,  I  cannot  see,  therefore,  on  what 
acoount  these  Ministers  are  to  be  obaiged,aito 
it  be  on  the  prinoiide  of  tiu  tdlor,  wnoeikaiged 
for  a  suit  of  clothes,  then  far  a  coat,  waisttwat.  . 
and  breeches.  In  a  airailar  way,  it  is  attonptea 
to  double  our  Exeoative  patronage  under  the 
diplomatic  head,  which  is  about  as  foir,  iu  a 
moral  point  of  view,  as  it  ia  wise  In  a  po- 
liticaL 

It. is  not  my  purpose  at  this  time  to  make 
a  long  speech.  There  is  a  regalation  which 
^vails  in  the  estates  or  Parliament  oi 
Hanover,  which  I  would  recommend  for  our 
adoption:  that  is,  when  a  member  appesrs  to 
be  wearying  the  House  by  a  long  speech, 
the  President  shall  put  htm  in  mind,  **  dwa  er 
$ieh  kun  /am;"  tbat  brevi^  is  the  soul  of 
wit  So,  the  least  aidd  aa  this  oooaAm,  the 
bettor,  and  the  least  s^  the  beat. 

Mr.  WoBTHmoTON  then  rose,  and  addressed 
the  committee  as  follows: 

Before  I  oonrider  the  immediate  oljecU  of 
the  mission,  I  shall  notice  some  oMe(^i(Mu 
which  present  themselves  at  the  threuK^  of 
the  inquiry.  Of  this  character,  is  a  pledge 
alleged  to  have  been  given,  upon  certain  points 
of  great  public  concern;  and  the  haxard  lo 
which  we  expose  our  neutrality  hj  sending 
Ministers  to  the  Congress  of  Panama.  This 
supposed  pledge  is  contained  in  a  deolaration 
of  nvrident  Monroe,  in  hia  mesa^  to  Coopess 
in  2828,  and  in  the  instracticms  to  onr  resident 
Minister  in  Mexico,  and  in  etmveraations  be- 
tween ti»t  Minister  and  the  ftmetiumuies  of 
the  Oovemment  near  which  he  rerides.  The 
Message  oi  Mr.  Monroe  was  commanicated  to 
Conneas  at  the  time  when  the  great  powers  of 
continental  Europe  were  carrying  into  effect 
measares  [o^vioasly  ooocerted  to  prevent  the 
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rrtli  and  «zteDdon  ot  Eberal  prinoiideB  in 
west  of  Europe.  It  was  serionaly  mpre- 
Ixndtd  hj  OMUj  in  this  hemiqihere,  of  vnmn 
lb.  Vonroe  iras  one,  that  the  aame  |>owen 
vonld  fordbl;  interfere  between  Spain  and  her 
innwr  odoiiiM^  $sid  if  they  sooceeded  in  onuh- 
ing  tbo  qurit  of  liberty  in  that  qaarterj  they 
vooU  next,  ia  the  plenitude  of  tneir  power, 
ittfiDipt  to  extend  the  system  of  l^timaoy  to 
K  An  nDdertaldng  Uiia  kind  mi^t  not 
lure  i^pearad  to  them,  aa  some  tbooght,  so 
biurdou  and  difficult  as  many  oldeota  they 
bid  aoeompliihed.  Ae  Car  aa  tney  had  acted 
b  etneert,  tbaj  had  achieved  all  th^  enter- 
priiea  They  bad  wrested  the  sceptre  of 
Cksrienugna  from  the  giant  ^prasp  of  Kwoleon. 
They  had  exttngiushed  tiie  rising  flwne  of  liberty 
in  RednuHit  and  Naples,  and  placed  upon 
tbe  bead  of  the  AoaUrlan  monarch  the  iron 
crown  oi  Lmnbardy.  They  had  oonddenbly 
enlarged  their  own  territory,  and  erected  new 
tingdoms  out  of  the  fragments  of  provinces 
nd  fonner  republioa.  They  had  restored  all 
the  brtDcbflB  m  the  hoose  of  Bourbon  to  the 
tbrooM  of  thur  ancestors,  and  Uiey  were 
aozioos  to  reinstate  the  Spanish  branch  in  its 
i^Burine  poBsesnons.  By  their  joint  efibrts 
ud'thnr  j<^t  eonnaela,  th^  had  efeoted  won- 
im  in  £arapB  in  support  of  what  th«y  termed 
hptinuta  Goventmenta,  and  thw  vainly  tbou^t 
mj  eonld  extend  Uieir  princiiuea  to  tiie  aonth- 
m  part  this  oontinent.  They  were  opposed 
tfi  what  they  oaOed  anarchic  and  revolutionary 
prineiplfls,  everywhere,  and  of  this  character 
Haj  coooeived  to  be  those  of  the  Spanish 
AmmcaD  States.  If  they  ooold  have  soo- 
K«ded,iQ  the  South,  in  pnttmg  down  principlea 
Bognate  with  oar  own,  it  was  stroofpy  ap^re- 
kDiled  Uiey  would  next  turn  their  arms  against 
Its,  and  althonc^  they  could  not  subdue  us,  they 
migfat  pre  ua  much  trouble,  and  put  us  to  great 
opcDse.  Kor  was  this  couriered  a  vain  &P^- 
uiuioo  by  oaiiy  politfaaana  at  that  day.  The 

fiver  of  Hipoleon  was  so  firmty  eatabUabed — 
ratet^  as  if  sown  with  the  dragon's  teeth,  and 
FRsodng  the  aspect  of  an  intrenched  camp, 
m  ttroi^y  fortified,  as  to  induoe  the  belief 
tUt  no  human  power  could  penetrate  her  fron- 
^;  ret,  notwithstanding  this  military  array, 
BDtvtthsituidiDg  the  intrepid  character  of  the 
freoch  populatioa.  notwithstanding  the  auper- 
hmia  genins  of  the  chief  by  whom  they  were 
led  to  bottle,  in  the  liipse  of  a  few  months  this 
iroD  otdnseos  was  dashed  to  pieces,  and  France, 
*bose  Uifloeaoe  hod  been  lelt  from  the  Bhine 
^  Lake  Ladoga,  was  compelled  to  pasa  under 
^  joke,  aod  to  receive  the  aame  person  as  her 
>D**ter,  whtmif  twenty  years  before,  abe  had 
*^Kted  from  her  soil  as  nnwcnthy  of  her 
«N^oe,  Having  performed  tltese  martial 
lesb  agunat  a  people  so  renowned,  they  were 
Tun  enough  to  imagine  they  could  compass  any 
^i°g.  The  year  before  the  Message  of  Mr. 
wHiitM,  they  had  been  in  friendly  and  oonfl- 
deotial  ooanltation  at  Verona,  and  were  sus- 
pected to  have  matond  meanues^  hatched  in 


secret  and  in  the  dark,  a^nst  the  liberty  and 
indei»endence  of  the  Spanish  American  States ; 
and  a  part  of  their  system  had  been  actually 
developed  by  the  invarion  of  Spain  under  the 
banner  of  France.  But,  in  consequence  of  the 
Message,  and  the  protest,  of  a  similar  character, 
on  the  part  of  Enfdand,  it  is  thought,  by  macy, 
they  were  deterrra  Avm  an  anned  interference 
in  Uie  affairs  of  Spanish  America. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  ostensible  object  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  waa,  to  mana^  the  concema 
tiiey  had  in  charge  in  conformity  to  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  But,  shcotly  after  the  formation 
of  this  league,  symptoms  of  political  regaier»* 
tion  made  their  qtpeanuice^  and  assumed  an 
alarming  aspect  in  all  tbe  west  <rf  Europe;  and 
this  sacrod  league,  profening  to  have  Ohrlsdan- 
ity  for  its  bnttress  and  its  ^de,  was  soddenlr 
diverted  from  its  ostennl^  pnrpoee,  and  di- 
rected against  the  progress  of  uberal  princi- 
ples ;  or,  as  they  termed  theoL  revolution  and 
ille^timaoy.  At  Troppau  and  Laybach,  they 
opiUily  avowed  their  determination  to  put 
w>wtt  revolution  wherever  it  should  appear — 
even  among  nations  of  acknowledgea  inde- 
pendence. This  system,  it  Is  tme,  was  confined 
to  Europe,  bat  it  was  not  known  how  soon  it 
might  he  extended  to  the  American  oontinmt ; 
and  henoe  the  declaration  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent, that  we  oould  not  view  with  indifferenoe 
the  attempt,  by  any  European  power,  to  o^ 
press  our  nster  Sepublics,  or  interfere  in  ^eir 
domestic  afflurs.  This  declaration  ought  not 
to  have  been  viewed  as  a  pledge.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  President  lus  no  authority  to 
pledge  this  nation  to  any  course  of  foreign  pol- 
icy, except  through  the  treaty-making  power. 
The  declaration,  Uien,  however  it  might  have 
been  viewed  by  foreign  powers,  was,  in  refer- 
ence to  our  constitution  and  laws,  a  brutum 
fahnen,  and  of  no  more  binding  effect  upon  us, 
than  the  edicts  of  Fez  or  Oonstantinople.  In 
maUDg  tUa  observation,  it  li  not  my  intuition 
to  oenanre  tbe  late  Preudent  for  ndng  this  lan- 
goage,  if  it  was  intended  by  him  uiat  Con- 
gress should  exf^esB  an  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject; or  tiiat  foreign  nations  should  be  apprised 
of  his  individnal  opinion  as  to  the  course  we 
ought  to  pursue  in  tbe  contingency  contem- 
plated. But  this  declaration  of  his  sentimenta 
created  no  obligation  on  this  nation.  Had  the 
contingency  occurred,  we  would  have  been 
bound,  neither  in  morality  nor  honor,  to  carry 
the  dedaration  into  effect,  or  to  redeem  any 
pledge,  had  he  made  one  not  sanctioned  by  the 
constitation.  If  any  Preddent  were  to  make 
a  pledge  in  a  form  unknown  or  unwarranted  by 
the  constitution,  he  would  be  obnoxious  to  just 
oeiunre  and  the  severest  reprobation.  But,  In 
tbe  present  instance,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  conceive 
no  pledge  to  have  been  given,  ai^ess  the  in- 
structions to  Mr.  Poinsett  will  justify  sncb  an 
inference.  In  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  of  the  28th  of  March,  1826,  reference  is 
made  to  the  Message  in  question,  and  that  Min- 
ister ia  instructed  to  caU  the  attention  of  the 
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UexiuD  OoTwrnneot  to  its  oontents.  The 
manner  of  omng  the  Ifeasage  is  left  to  Mr. 
Poinsett  himself  who  was  a  member  of  Con- 
gress when  it  was  commanioated  to  that  body, 
and  who  was  well  aeqnainted  with  the  cironm- 
Btances  and  secret  springs  which  had  indaced 
it.  iii.  Poinsett  knew  the  Preaident  coold 
give  no  pledge,  without  the  interrentim  <^  a 
treatjr,  sanctioned  by  the  8enat«;  and  he,' 
therefore,  could  not  have  viewed  the  declarar- 
tion  in  any  other  li^^t  than  1h%  t^nion  of  t 
distingoiahed  ud  iidaential  tndi^oaaL  at  the 
head  of  our  Govenment,  that  sndi  onplit  and 
would  be  our  pdicy,  should  the  contemplated 
contingency  occur.  Whether  there  was  aoy 
just  or  rational  appreheunon  of  an  armed  in- 
terference of  the  Holy  Alliance,  in  the  contest 
between  Spain  and  her  former  colonies;  or 
that  any  trans-Atlantic  naticm  meditated  the 
establishment  of  new  colonies  on  the  Ameri- 
can continent,  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine. 
But  the  declaration  at  the  President  proceeded 
apon  this  ai^rehuision ;  although,  in  truth 
and  reality,  U  migfat  have  been  groandlesB.  It 
certainly  would  nsTe  been  a  mad  invject  to 
tran^KHTt  fbroes  across  the  great  ocean  tor  the 
Bubjt^ation  of  the  new  Republics,  when  it  was 
certainly  known  that  England  would  oppose 
the  enterprise,  with  all  her  nav^  fiscal,  and 
military  means.  The  oliier  part  of  the  declara- 
ttc«i,  that  we  would  suffer  no  European  power 
to  colonize  any  part  of  North  and  South 
America — was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  rash  and 
inconsiderate,  and  utterly  incompatible  with 
the  pacific  and  noambitious  spirit  of  our  Be- 
pubhcan  institutions.  There  was  no  neoesuty 
to  make  it,  as  it  regarded  oar  own  territory, 
and  I  cannot  pooeiTe  the  policy  of  making 
war  in  d^taoe  of  ibreign  bc^  I  tmat  this  na- 
tion will  never  wage  war  to  maintain  the  ter- 
ritorial intMri^  m  other  nations,  xaleaB  it 
shonld  be  absotutely  necessary  for  our  own 
■afety.  We  can  never  hesitate  to  d^end  onr 
own  soil,  but  it  would  be  highly  impolitic  and 
ruinous  to  embark  onr  means  and  our  lives  in 
the  defence  of  other  Dations. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  the  events  con- 
templated by  the  late  Pre^dent— European  in- 
terference or  colonization— will  ever  occur  or 
not ;  or  whether  the  present  President  intend- 
ed, in  his  instructifHts  to  Ur.  Poinsett,  to  make 
a  pledge  or  not,  it  ia  very  certain  the  Uex- 
ioui  Govenunrat  cannot  view  it  in  that  light, 
after  the  explanation  of  that  Uiniater  to  tiie 
lioxioan  Secretary  of  States  as  detwled  by  him, 
in  his  letter  of  the  2l8t  August,  1826.  Accord- 
ing to  this  statement,  he  explictly  informed  the 
Secretary,  "  that  the  dedaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  known  firiendly  disposition  of  the 
GoTemment  uid  people  of  the  United  States 
towards  the  new  Republics,  did  not  confer 
upon  them  the  privilege  of  demanding  our  in- 
terference as  a  right."  Whatever  impressions 
may  have  been  entertained  by  the  Mexican 
Government  prior  to  this  explanation,  none 
oould  rraudn.  as  to  the  existence  of  a  pledge, 


after  it.  The  declaration,  Oms  expUned,  < 
amounted  to  this — that  the  Government  and 
people  of  this  country  cherished  the  most  ami-  j 
cable  feelings  towards  the  new  States  of  the  i 
South,  and  that  they  ought  to  oonstder  these 
feeHnga  as  a  sure  guarantee. that  this  country  ' 
would  not  be  a  oold  and  inactive  'speetatrix  ot 
any  attempt  to  dismember  their  territory,  or 
to  reduce  tnem  to  their  former  state  ai  eouni^ 
vaaaalage.  To  any  alliance,  offensive  or  defaa- 
rive,  or  usy  pledge  involving  our  peace,  I  tn 
decidedly  oppoaad.  U  any  European  nation 
should  attempt  to  put  down  the  new  B^nil^ 
lica,  it  will  be  time  enough,  thai,  to  act  as  our 
interest  or  policy  may  Rotate;  but  let  os  not 
tie  ourselves  down  by  any  stipnlatiott,  by 
which  onr  peace  may  be  in  the  power  <ii  my 
foreign  nation.  The  Spanish  American  States 
may  be  involved  in  minons  wars,  not  (ndy  witib 
European  nations,  but  with  one  another ;  and, 
if  we  onoe  become  entan^ed  in  their  political 
systems,  we  shall  find  onnelvee  in  the  podtioo 
of  England  towards  the  continent  of  Europe 
during  the  last  and  preewit  oentniiea— coo- 
Btantiy  wasting  our  blood  and  tnasoie  ia 
maintaining  the  balance  of  power  among  these 
States.  That  they  will  be  engaged  in  wan 
among  themselves,  there  is  no  donbt.  0ns 
alreai^  exists  between  Brazil  and  La  Plats; 
and  territorial  disputes  have  already  arisen  be- 
tween Mexico  and  Guatemala. 

Mr.  Jjiius  JomraoN  next  rose,  and  thus  ad- 
dressed the  committee : 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  treat  with  disrespect 
the  opinion  of  any  of  the  members  of  tlus 
House.  They  possess  the  right  to  o^y  their 
opiniffDB:  I  possesa  the  same  right;  and  the 
right  also  to  express  i^  as  I  tmst  I  shall  ever 
do,  on  all  proper  ocoaaioiia,  tmiy  and  inde- 
pendentiy.  &nce  I  have  bad  the  honw  of  a 
seat  here,  I  have  often  felt  pleasant  emotimu. 
I  see  aroxmd  -me  the  Representatives  of  tba 
great  American  family.  I  see  those  whom  the 
mranbers  of  that  fanuly  have  selected  for  their 
virtue  and  intelligence  to  deliberate  on  all  sab- 
jeots  in  which  their  interests  are  involved.  I 
am  bound  to  beHeve  that  we  are  aiming  at  the 
same  great  results  the  honor  and  happmess  of 
our  country,  although  we  widdy  differ  on 
many  subjects  as  to  the  proper  means  of  ob- 
taining it.  Were  we  to  pursue  the  poli*^  re- 
commended  and  advocated  by  srane  gentlraiai, 
it  would  end,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  prosbratioe 
of  that  liberty  which  they  wish  to  preserre. 
Neither  will  I  indulge  any  feeling  of  oiarc^iect 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  nation.  I  hare  | 
too  much  respect  for  his  person,  for  the  high 
station  which  he  fills,  for  the  people,  for  my- 
self, to  indulge  in  any  thing  <^  the  kind :  al- 
though  he  was  not  my  choice,  yet,  sir,  he  is  ths 
President  of  this  people :  yea,  for  those  wbo 
voted  against  him,  as  well  as  those  who  voted 
for  him.  And  I  am  free  to  declare,  that  I  will 
support  any  measure  which  he  recommend^ 
which,  in  my  opinion,  comporta  with  the  inter- 
ests of  (hia  nation.  Yes^  1  will ;  and  woe  it 
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k  JeSergoD — Tho,  I  am  ^ree  to  acknowledge,  is 
mj  ^atest  political  favorite  among  all  men 
vbo  sow  live  on  earth — were  be  to  propose  a 
measure  which  woold  han  an  opponto  efitet, 
I  would  oppose  it.  Ueasnrea,  not  men,  ahoold 
pilot  this  olMitened  ananblr  to  nroper  and 
kqipT  eoDolndona.  The  Fivmentnas  laid  b»> 
tore  this  House  the  whole  subject  of  the  Pana- 
ma mi«ioD.  He  has  asked  our  opinion.  I  am 
DOW  about  to  give  it  hj  voting  for  the  amend- 
iDCDt  proposed  hy  the  genUeman  from  Dela- 
ware. And  whether  heliad  asked  it  or  not,  I 
would  still  give  it,  i^  in  my  opinion,  it  was 
necesory.  Tet,  the  ^ontleman  from  Vir^nia 
Rpptnes  we  have  no  n^t  to  give  our  opu^n 
-^iiat,  in  ao  doin^  we  infringe  on  the  rights 
sad  powers  of  the  Exeontive.  Yea,  he  goes 
fbrtber— that  ha  would  refuse  to  ^ve  any 
opinioo  to  the  ExeentiTe,  even  tiunigh  be  were 
te^nested  so  to  do.  For  what  do  we  ooqae  to 
thuplscel  To  unite  with  eaeh  hrandi  nf  the 
Gorernment  oonjomtly,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
HberstioQ ;  for  the  purpose  of  giving  onr  opin- 
iooa,  ssd  bearing  others  give  their  opinions, 
ud  irrinog  at  a  result  which  will  promoto 
the  genml  weal ;  to  mingle  sentiments  and 
i^toiis  with  each  other.  But  no,  says  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  will  not  give  any 
opiDion,  tiiongh  stmcited  by  a  co-ordinate 
nancfa  of  diia  Oovemment :  and  although  the 
peace,  tbe  happiness,  and  the  prosperity  of  this 
GoTeimnent,  are  involved  in  the  question,  he 
voald  be  ritent— ^  would  not  obey  this  res- 
reqnest.  It  tmUj  seeiuB  to  mei,  that, 
vben  we  meet  at  Ae  seat  of  Govemmrat,  we 
*R  tugbt  IVom  this  doctrine  that  liie  different 
^cpntmeiits  ctf  Ck>vemment,  instead  of  form- 
ing oae  great  whole,  a  unit,  are  placed  upon 
tlM  footing  of  strangers,  of  fordgn  nations,  and 
nnt^  observe  all  tbe  forms  and  etiquette  which 
foreign  ooarts  do  to  (me  another.  A  oo-ordi- 
ule  bruich  of  this  Government  requests  the 
(^liDion  oi  another  on  a  great  political  qnes- 
^  to  strengthen  his  bsjida.  No,  says  the 
fxnileiiian,  I  would  refhse.  "  United  we  stand, 
£iitUd  we  fall."  Bnt  no:  let  the  President 
Mtii^e-haiided,  and  the  Government  movea 
■n  nth  mon  power  than  to  act  with  the  co- 
operation of  this  Howe.  What  Is  mwe  onn- 
■BAQ  tbaa  a  general  cotmdl  among  all  bodies  of 
P^plet  And  the  more  critical  and  gloomy  tbe 
octasioD,  tbe  greater  neoessity  for  a  general 
miDcil.  This  is  often  practised  by  the  best  of 
feoerels  hi  an  army.  It  was  intended  to  be 
pnctised  by  this  Government  when  three  sep- 
yste  bodies  of  magistracy  were  estebltshed. 
In  the  mnltitnde  of  council  there  is  safety: 
7»,  safety-^t  is  a  true  maxim.  It  may  do 
much  good :  it  cannot  do  harm,  when  there  is 
ft  geDeral  coundl  with  the  co-ordinate  branches 
«  the  GoTemment  If  they  agree,  it  is  a 
hipp;  eireomstanoe;  if  they  disagree,  each 
^7  is  left  wbm  it  was,  acting  in  the  sphere 
Its  own  orbit  Each  being  responriUe  to 
ansQst  tribtmal  for  its  opinions  and  Ita  do- 
"9-(he  I^^^^^  from  which  respnidMl- 


ity  this  House  ooght  never  to  shrink.  From 
which  I  never  will  ahrink  whUe  I  have  a  vote 
in  this  Hall. 

Unoh  has  been  said  In  relation  to  that  part 
of  Ur.  M(Hiroe'B  ICessage  of  182S,  whidi  stoted 
that  thia  Govenunent  oonld  not  look  with  in- 
dl0BreBoe  at  the  interfarence  of  any  other 
power  between  Spain  and  her  South  Ainerican 
colonies.  Nor  for  any  power,  except  Spain,  to 
occupy  Ooba.  This  dedaration  was  mad&  at 
the  time^  to  meet  a  particular  crisia,  a  particu- 
lar oocasloa,  existing  at  the  time  it  was  made ; 
and  also  to  meet  all  other  occanons  of  a  simi-. 
lar  character,  which  may  b^pen.  It  was 
understood,  when  made  by  this  House,  by  tbe. 
Republics  of  tbe  South,  by  Europe,  by  the 
world.  There  was  some  hazard  in  using  tiiis- 
langnage.  when  it  was  used.  There  was  a, 
hazard  tbat  it  ndght  be  offvoAye  to  Europe ; . 
that  it  wi^t  eaose  ns  some  diffionltyj  tnat. 
thfi^  mi^t  view  it  as  a  mntaoe  that  did  not. 
comport  with  their  dignity  to  endure.  It  was. 
however,  jost,  and. received  the  sanction  and 
approbation  ta  the  world.  Heaven  seemed  to 
smile  upon  this  eventful  epoch.  This  nation ' 
took  a  high  and  elevated  stand.  It  was  sane-: 
tioned  by  the  British  Goverpment  in  a  most 
distinguished  manner,  highly  honorable  to  this; 
nation,  and  magnanimous  in  tiiat  in  doing  us-, 
justice,  and  which  has  been  portrayed  in  such 
glowing  terms  by  the  genUeman  from  Hassa- 
chosetts.  The  words  of  the  President  were, 
correct  as  to  time — correct  as  to  form  and  sub- : 
stance:  they  were  sanctimed  by  this  nation, 
they  were  predicated  npim  correct  principles. 
Tbe  words  have  issued  from  this  nwtion,  they 
will  not  be  recalled.  No,  rir ;  I  wiU  not  agree . 
to  recall  them :  neither  will  I  agree  to  gas- 
conade over  them ;  neither  will  I  give  ra^  con- 
sent for  any  of  our  Ministers  to  nve  tbeir  con- 
structions of  tbat  declaration.  They  speak  for 
themselves,  and  when  it  is  necessary  to  give 
them  their  effect,  it  must  be  dbn^  by  this  Gov-, 
emment.  They  are  made,  -and  t^ere  let  them 
rest  until  a  similar  occasion  occurs  to  those 
which  gave  rise  to  them,  and  then,  and  not  un- 
til then,  let  the  subject  come  before  tiiis  Gov- 
ernment, and  nowhere  else,  to  give  the  proper 
construction,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  it. 
may  consider  Just  and  right.  Sir,  yon  may  de- 
stroy any  thing  by  nursing  it.  There  was  cer- 
tainly a  great  fitness  between  tbe  declaration  of, 
the  Prendent  and  tbe  occasion  which  urged  it.. 
It  was  an  elevated  stand  which  the  Govern-, 
meut  ossnmed.  But  to  remain  so,  we  ought  to 
have  the  modesty  not  annually  to  declaim  and.- 
hoast  on  tbe  subject.  It  is  easy  to  destroy  tha 
constitution  of  the  finest  child  by  too  much, 
nursing;  and  it  is  more  easy  to  destroy  the^ 
happy  effecte  of  tbe  stand  ta^en  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  1828,  by  recarriug  often  to  it  un- 
necessarily. The  posseflsiMk  of  Onba  is  of  vital- 
importance  to  this  nation.  It  is  the  key  to  the 
month  of  the  Ifissisdppf.  It  lies  directly  in 
the  ronte,  from  the  month  of  that  river,  to  the 
AtUntio  dtlei.  It  la,  however,  not  onr  pn^; 
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erty ;  it  belongs  to  Old  Spain.  Neither  can 
ve  obttin  it  npon  any  Jost  and  correct  princi- 
^e,  withont  the  consent  of  Old  Spain.  Unless 
we  were  at  war,  there  ia  bnt  one  way  to  obtain 
it — which  ia  brparchaae.  Spain,  however,  and 
the  aonthem  BepnbUce  are  at  war;  and  in 
ordw  to  cripple  Spun  in  anj  way,  which  th^ 
have  the  power  to  do,  these  SepnbUcs  have  the 
right  to  conquer  it  anid  take  pctiaession  of  it,  if 
it  la  in  their  power.  If  thej  posseaB  the  phyri- 
oal  force,  it  is  aU  that  ia  required ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  war,  it  is  light  and  Jost  to 
make  the  attempt.  It  ts  stated  that  these  Re- 
publics contempute  an  attack  on  Cuba.  Should 
they  observe  tlie  ralee  belonging  to  honorable 
warfare,  as  settled  in  the  cmhzed  world,  we 
oannot  do  otherwise  than  remain  a  spectator  of 
the  CMifllct,  observing  a  strict  neutrality.  But, 
ahootd  a  different  course  be  pursued,  whidi  is 
entirely  pradicable,  (I  mean  a  servile  war  be- 
tween abve  and  master,)  then  it  wotild  com- 
port with  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth  to  put 
a  stop  to  it,  if  in  oor  power.  It  would  be  only 
justice  to  ourselves.  Human  nature  would  bold 
In  everlasUng  remembrance  such  interference^ 
and  would  owe  to  us  s  debt  of  unbounded  grat* 
itude  during  time.  Hiis  shows  that  the  period 
is  pregnuit  with  great  events.  It  is  truly  a 
crius — we  should  not  incur  the  charge  of  deep- 
ing on  our  post.  It  is  proper  that  we  should 
have  agents  at  the  Congress  of  Panama.  It  at- 
tracta  the  attention  of  other  nations.  We 
idioold  possess  sentinels,  then,  near  the  post  of 
danger.  This  would  enable  thia  Government 
to  aet  early  and  promptly,  if  neeessaiy.  It  will 
be  ready  to  meet  any  difficulties,  If  any  should 
arise,  in  our  relatione  with  them,  frfnn  tiie 
best  view  <tf  the  suMect  which  I  am  master  o^ 
it  qipeara  to  me  vitally  important  to  send  Min- 
isters or  agents  to  Panama :  yet,  to  mark  well 
every  step  they  take,  so  as  to  secure  this  Gov- 
emment,  in  every  point  of  view,  Uameleas  be- 
fore the  world. 


TBrauuT,  April  90. 
Mmiorn  to  Pemama. 

The  House  havingag^n  reserved  itself  into 
a  Oommlttee  of  the  whtde,  m  the  state  of  the 
Uidon,  Mr,  ToKuimmf  in.  the  chidr,  cn  the  Be- 
port  of  Uie  Committee  of  Fiwdni  Relations, 
tn  the  subject  of  the  misrion  to  Panamar— the 
amendment  of  Mr.  HoLAin,  as  modified,  being 
also  under  condderation — 

Mr.  BARTtxrr  said,  he  asked  the  indulgence 
of  a  word.  Uia  purpose  was  to  separate  his 
vote  from  the  questions  which  had  been  ar- 
gued, and  to  pat  it  npon  the  questicms  to  be 
decided. 

Will  this  House,  said  lb.  B.,  assume  to  give 
instructions  to  our  foreign  Ministers  I  Will 
this  House  attempt  to  annex  oonditiona  to  its 
^ipropriationa  for  the  auppMt  of  Ministers! 
Is  the  proposed  amendment  for  snob  purpose  I 
Miay  this  Honse  ezi»ess  its  o^nion  in  r^atiMi 
toowfordgnpdioyf  la  the  pdtc?  indicated 


by  the  proposed  amendment  the  trae  poli<7 
this  countiy  I   These  questions,  at  this  poiod, 
I  do  not  propoee  to  diaouaa.   1  will  trtsfm 
only  so  far  as  to  state  the  podtioos  I  bold  in 
relation  to  them. 

Is  there  an  individoal  in  this  Hoose  whs  wiD 
pretend  to  the  ri^t  of  instra^iDg  IGnister^  or 
of  annexing  conditions  to  a{iproiHiati(H»  for 
their  Bi^p<Mrt?  I  will  do  no  each  tlunt  I 
needed  not  the  able  at^iumcnts  to  which  Ihm 
listened,  to  convince  me  of  the  improprietj 
such  pretence.  But  why  have  such  srgniDente 
been  urged  agiunstthe  proposed  anxodiDe&tt 
Can  it  bear  such  construction  t  If  so,  I  voold 
resist  it.  la.  my  Judgment,  it  cannot  be  forced 
to  such  purpose.  Upon  what  are  we  sdittgF 
Upon  an  appropriation  bill  ?  Ko.  Upon  aj 
legislative  measure  binding  upon  tiie  £i«o- 
tivet  No:  buti^Km  an  Mstnet  propo«itiN^ 
recommended  by  the  0<»ninittee  of  Foni^ 
Affairs,  relative  to  the  expedient  of  a  certiiB 
contemfdated  mladon ;  and  in  whatem  w«di 
the  resolution  may  be  framed,  its  puipot  is  n 
more  or  less  than  that;  and  when  it  sbaU  Ian 
been  adopted,  nothing  more  comes  of  it:  u 
money  can  be  touched — no  measure  is  hsstentd 
or  re&rded  by  the  result  True,  there  is  a  btQ 
reported  by  another  committee,  makinfc  sfpro- 
pnations  for  the  mission  to  I^uuuns;  wbidi 
bill  is  also  referred  to  the  Cranmittce  of  tbt 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  but  that  ci^ 
cumstance  no  more  connects  it  with  this  t«o- 
lution,  in  any  legal  affinity,  than  any  or  ttvaj 
other  Mil  which  is  or  may  be  rcAned  to  thii 
committee.  It  aa  ind<^}endent  of  this  xm- 
Intion,  aa  the  bill  providing  tot  the  Berdotko- 
ary  OfiBoers.  Considering,  then,  this  reM^ntia 
and  amendment  not  as  an  instmctitHi  or 
tlon,  but  as  an  abstract  oprearion  of  the  opis- 
ion  of  the  House,  is  it  competent  and  proper 
fw  us  to  express  opinions  m  relstioo  to  oor 
foreign  policy  t  We  have  been  told,  it  is  no 
part  of  our  duty  <v  oar  right ;  that  it  is  even 
onoonstitational.  I  hold,  sir,  that  it  is  at  all 
times  our  right — often  our  dnty.  the  go- 
tieman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Spbaocx)  has  vanM 
us,  if  we  adopt  this  amendmrat  m  the  gentle- 
man from  lielaware,  it  will  lead  to  coast- 
qnenoes  which  shall  produce  greater  chai^  a 
your  constltation,  than  the  Moption  of  al)  w 
twenty  amendments  which  have  been  ofered 
at  this  session.  Sir,  if  the  principle  c<»iteitded 
for,  by  the  friends  of  this  propositaon,  be  thus 
fatal,  that  gentleman's  fears  come  too  late- 
"  the  deed  is  done  " — the  constitation  lia.«  long 
since  been  destroyed.  From  '89  to  the  present 
day,  the  right  now  contended  for  has  been  opi' 
formly  claimed  and  exerdsed.  In  the  first  in- 
stituUon  of  the  Government  it  was  eiercisei 
in  a  much  more  imposing  fonn,  too,  thsn  u 
now  proposed.  Then,  it  was  not  in  the  com- 
paratively inefficient  shape  of  a  resolnrion, 
merely  entered  npon  yoar  jontnals,  bnt  u  * 
solemn  answw  to  the  Prasident's  Addrm 
paned  1^  the  Hoose,  and  formally  piesentH 
liy  the  whole  Hotm^  with  the  Speaker  at  tfcnr 
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bead,  in  H^emn  procession.  Let  gentlemen 
vbo  suppose  this  a  new  daun  of  power,  turn 
Li  the  records  of  former  dsvi,  where  they  will 
Snd,  in  the  toswers  referrea  to,  and  in  resoln- 
tioDt,  CoDgresi  have  often  spoken,  and  in  lan- 
gnage,  too,  of  no  eqnivocal  import  But,  aa^ 
geDtiemen,  and)  expreanon  of  opinion  imposes 
DoobI)git)(Hi  upon  tho  Execative,  snd  is,  tiiere- 
fore,  nugatory.  I  grant  it  has  not  the  force  of 
m  enactment ;  and  if  it  had,  I  wonld  oppose 
it:  and  7«t,  even  if  entirely  dur^arded  by  the 
KttOBtin,  otiwr  vesalts  «ome  of  it,  important 
to  our  wdAre  and  our  character.  Some  gen- 
flemra,  lioireTer,  have  admitted  the  |nt^>netar 
of  a  general  ezpresricn  of  opinion,  as  to  w 
oar  foreign  poliW,  bnt  deny  tlie  right  In  any 
pti^calar  ease.  I  do  not  uidmtana,  eithor  in 
or  mathematica,  how  a  part  is  greater 
chu  the  whole — how  we  have  a  right  to  spei^ 
^  sll  the  nationB  of  the  earth,  bat  not  of^ any 
m  of  them.  Bat,  if  gentlemen,  who  attempt 
Ais  distinction,  wUl  open  any  volnme  of  onr 
Jonmils,  from  the  organization  of  the  Govem- 
awnt,  they  will  find  enoagh  of  opinions  partak- 

quite  as  mnch  of  individnidity  as  the  pres- 
et. Tbej  will  find  the  Honse  saying  what 
putienlar  acts  oa^t  to  be  dtme  by  IVanoe,  be- 
nre  a  Mimater  sboold  be  sent  at  aH  And  the 
Ecatlemaa  from  ^rgiida,  (Mr.  AaoHn,)  who 
Mv  enooantera  saeh  eonstitatdonal  dlffioaltiea, 
*ill  find  Ins  own  name  reoorded  In  tilie  aSrmar 
tire,  with  the  name  of  every  oflier  member  of 
tite  Rouse,  rave  one,  upon  a  reeolntion  express- 
ing the  opinion  of  t^e  Honse  npon  a  qneation 
of  its  relations  with  certain  Govemments  of 
South  America — a  qnestion,  too,  entirely  with- 
in the  ExecQtiTe  power  and  Ezecadve  ^scre- 
tioD.  And  yet  is  snch  opinion  nugatory,  be- 
ome  it  has  no  force  of  a  legal  enactment  t 
yo.  WhateTea*  fbrms  onr  Goremment  may 
it  is  a  Government  of  opinion.  It 
OD  the  opinion  of  the  people,  and  if  not 
"stMed  by  it,  it  erista  not  a  d^.  It  may  be, 
t«n,  the  doty  erf  this  Honse,  as  the  B^ireMnt- 
■liTes  of  the  people,  to  sostain  the  Ezeontive 
I?  the  opinion  of  the  people ;  and  if  thej  mls- 
JffftHQt  that  opinion,  the  p>eople  thenudvea 

revwse  it 

Vu  ia  a  great  evil,  and  shonld,  if  possible, 
K  aTotded ;  bat  even  such  an  evil  should  not 
K  sToidifd  at  the  expense  of  a  nation's  liberty. 
K  iMa  erit  which  this  eonutry  has  shown  it  is 
^  prepared  to  avoid,  at  so  great  an  expense. 
a.  tbe  exercise  of  the  discretion  referred  to, 
dremiutances  nnder  which  the  menacing 
ii  placed,  shonld  always  be  taken  into 
^i^.  If  th<»e  circnmstanoes  clearly  indioate 
>Q  ODfriendly  design  towards  the  third  or  neo* 
tnl  Mtion,  dday  on  the  part  of  the  aovereign 
Kthority  of  such  third  or  neotral  nation  In 
"•asing  resistance,  is  not  only  unwise,  bat 
moiinal.  With  these  principles  before  na, 
•"""ly  prescaibed  in  every  code  of  intema- 
twiial  law,  and  as  clearly  sanctioned  by  every 
nation  that  has  gone  before  ns,  what  shonld  be 
wurse,  Tflte  Fftnoe^  or  mj  othw  great 


power  of  Earope,  to  attonpt  to  snl^ngate,  and 
plant  its  power  either  in  Mexico,  or  on  the 
island  of  Onba,  or  Porto  Rico  9  The  ciroom- 
stanoes  under  which  tiiey  are  placed,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  country,  I  say,  wonld  render  it 
criminal  in  the  constituted  authorises  in  t^ia 
oonntry,  to  stand  by  with  folded  arms,  and  ac- 
qoieeoe  in  saoh  a  movement  What  are  those 
circumstances  1  As  far  back  as  1838,  when 
this  Government  was  negotiating  with  Rus«da 
in  relation  to  the  Northwest  Ckwst,  the  princi- 
ple had  been  assumed  by  thia  Government,  ae 
one  in  whUsk  we  have  a  deep  interest— 1^  tbe 
American  oontinenta,  by  uieir  free  and  inde- 
pendent condition,  were  no  longer  to  be  oon- 
ndered  as  snUeots  for  fbtnre  ooItHiiEation  by 
the  powers  of  Europe.  A  |ffindple  not  so 
broaa,  however,  as  had  been  snppoeed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Yirpnia,  (Mr.  Kivss  \)  bnt  it 
was  laid  down  as  a  principle  applicable  to 
those  portnona  of  the  two  consents  which 
had  disenUiralled  ^emselves  from  colonial 
shackles,  and  was  not  intended  to  apply  to 
those  portions  to  which  those  jrawers  had  an 
undispnted  claim.  This  principle  had  been 
assumed  on  tibe  ground  that  we  had  a  right  to 
oppose  the  establishment,  on  our  own  borders, 
and  in  onr  neighborhood,  of  a  power  danger- 
ous to  onr  own  liberties ;  and  on  the  ground 
that,  by  the  independent  oonditton  of  the 
southern  Bepnblios,  the  United  States  enjoyed 
the  right  of  commercial  intercourse  with  them, 
and  t^t  tha  attempt  to  establish  a  system  of 
colonization  over  them,  would  be  to  usurp,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  United  States,  a  cotnmer- 
cial  intercourse  which  was  the  common  prop- 
erty of  all.  The  Government  of  Russia  acqui- 
esced in  these  principles,  and  has  not  said 
aught  against  them.  The  same  principles,  it 
has  been  already  shown  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wbbstbr,)  were,  in  the 
most  flattering  manner  to  this  ooontoy,  aano- 
tioned  by  the  Kitiah  Parliament;  and  even 
extended  as  th^  have  been  by  the  present  Ad- 
ministra^D,  so  as  to  embrace  Cnba  and  Porto 
Rico,  they  have  been  sanctioned  and  entirely 
aeqatesoed  in  by  the  then  greatest  powers  ^ 
Earope — ^Russia,  England,  and  France.  Tbe 
views  of  the  Rnssan  Government  have  been 
communicated  to  us  in  the  letter  of  Count 
Nesselrode  to  Mr.  Middleton ;  and  those  of  the 
French  Cabinet  have  been  shown  by  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Brown,  our  Minister  to  Paris,  to  Mr. 
Clay.  It  is  a^  known  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment acquiesces  in  the  same  doctrine. 

These,  then,  are  the  circumstances  under 
which  eitiier  of  those  powers  would  be  placed, 
were  they  to  attempt  to  subjugate  any  erf  the 
Oovemments  of  the  South,  or  to  seize  upon 
Caba  or  Porto  Rico.  And,  should  any  snch 
attempt  be  made  under  these  circumstances, 
would  we  even  be  allowed  to  doubt  that  it  was 
with  views  unfriendly  to  us  ?  Could  it  be  re- 
garded in  any  other  light  than  an  attempt  at 
dangerous  affiraodizement,  auch  afe  to  enable 
than  to  give  bw  to  na  I  OonU  it  be  regarded 
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In  any  other  ligbt  than  as  manifesting  a  most 
deadly  hatred  of  free  institations.  and  a  fixed 
determination  to  arrest  their  furtner  progress, 
if  not  finally  to  destroy  themi  And  would 
not  snob  attempt  justify  as,  not  only  in  speak- 
ing in  decided  langnage,  but  in  taking  decided 
measures  topreTent  it  t  He  thonght  the  peo- 
ple of  the  West,  and  the  people  oi  the  nation, 
would  say— yes.  Bat  H  has  been  said  there  is 
no  danger  that  any  such  attempt  will  be  made. 
If  that  be  tme,  he  would  aak,  wheE«  was  the 
necessity  of  string  any  thing  about  it  In  the 
resolution  before  ns  f  Sir,  said  he,  the  resolu- 
tion itself  implies  tliat  there  is  danger,  and  it  Is 
beconse  of  this  danger  tliat  gentlemen  are 
afraid  our  neutrality  may  be  violated  by  enter- 
ing into  unwise  alliances,  and  unwise  Joint 
declarations  to  avert  It.  He  was  opposed,  he 
said,  to  the  whole  amendment,  a  part  of  which 
it  was  the  ol^ject  of  the  motion  now  pendli^  to 
strike  out  He  was  opposed  to  it,  because  he 
conceived  it  to  be  a  mo^  dangerous  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  oi  the  Honae  with  the  treaty- 
making  power^-an  Interterenoe  whidh  be  ocm- 
ceived  more  important  in  Ita  tendmoy  tiun  the 
mission  to  Panama  could  be,  Bnt  be  was  par- 
ticularly opposed  to  that  part  of  it  which  was 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out  He  was  opposed 
to  ft,  not  alone  on  the  score  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  presented,  but  npon  principle. 
This  Govermnent  had  taken  its  stand  several 
years  ago,  iu  relation  to  the  policy  It  intended 
to  pursue  towards  the  South  American  Bepnb- 
lics.  That  policy  had  met  the  approbation, 
not  only  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
but  three  of  uie  great  powers  of  Europe ; 
and  that  policy  he  was  not  willing  to  abandon. 
And  if  we  send  lOnlsten  to  Bmama,  he  was 
not  for  sending  tlian  so  much  hampered  as  to 
be  unable  to  discuss  and  fhlly  consult  on  any 
proposition  that  may  be  submitted  to  carry 
that  pt^cy  into  full  effect  Whilst  he  s^  this, 
however,  be  was  free  to  declare,  that  be  was 
not  in  favor  of  forming  alliances  with  any 
power  whatever.  Such,  he  said,  was  not  the 
object  of  the  President  Any  one  who  would 
read  his  Uessage  with  common  attention,  and 
common  candor,  be  thought,  would  admit  that 
such  was  not  his  object  In  speaking  of  the 
Bul^ect  of  European  oolonization^  and  the 
means  of  resisting  interference  from  abroad, 
with  the  dtuueatic  concerns  of  the  American 
Govemmenta,  which  is  ■*  offered  as  a  matter  for 
consaltation  at  the  Congress  merely,"  be  says : 
"  Should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  contract  any 
conventional  engagement  on  thia  topic,  our 
views  would  extend  no  furtiier  than  to  a  mu- 
tual pledge  of  the  parties  to  the  compact  to 
maiutuu  the  principle  in  application  to  its  own 
territory^  and  to  permit  no  colonisd  lodgements 
or  establishment  of  Enropeau  Jurisdiction  upon 
its  own  soil."  From  this  view  of  the  Pi«u- 
dent,  it  must  be  obvious,  that  no  design  is  en- 
tertfuned  to  enter  into  any  compact  by  whidi 
this  Government  will  be  pledged  or  bound,  or 
could  ia  any  degrw  be  reqnlnd  to  interfiBre  in 
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resisting  such  encroachment  upon  tiie  tenitoTj 
of  any  Government  except  our  own— •  plidgt 
that  I  grant  is  not  required  for  the  deiuice 
our  own  country.  But  if  there  should  be  107 
attempt  to  subjugate,  by  force  or  sednetkm, 
any  of  the  new-bom  Republics  of  the  South,  1 
solemn  declination  of  eodi,  that  it  woold  ad- 
here to  its  integrilT,  and  rmat  every  sndi  it- 
tempt,  might  not  be  eiitirel7  nselesa. 

With  nferenoe  to  the  dedaratim,  that  it  is 
prop<»ed  to  consider^^br  the  FretMtoit  docs 
not  present  it  otherwise  than  asasQljectfor 
deliberation— he  says :  "  With  respect  to  tin  ob- 
trusive interference  from  abroad,  if  its  futon 
character  may  be  inferred  from  that  whidi  hti 
been,  and  perh^>s  still  is,  exercised  in  mn 
than  one  of  the  new  States,  a  joint  dedariiicii 
of  its  character,  and  expostire  of  it  to 
worid.  may  be.  probably,  all  that  the  oecwoo 
would  require."  The  object  of  such  s  declin- 
tion,  evidentiy,  is  not  to  form  any  ampaet  v 
alliance  witii  those  powers  by  wUdi  our  dm- 
tral  relations  con  be  changed,  bat  is  nwidT  Ae 
exposure  of  tiie  oharactw  of  any  intttwnM 
thatnuty  be  attempted  in  the  domestic  affidn 
of  Uioee  Goreramenta  hy  the  Eoropean  poven. 
Such,  for  example,  was  the  proportion  nsde 
by  one  of  the  monarchies  of  Europe  t«  oseoi 
the  Bepoblics  of  the  South,  to  guarantee  iu  in- 
dependence if  it  would  assume  a  kingly  Gov- 
ernment— a  prc^Msition  that,  however  sHlD^ 
tive  in  its  character,  was  promptiy  rejecttd. 
Snoh  a  declaration,  expoong  the  characUf  of 
such  interference,  altiiongh  it  might  do  no  grnt 
good,  certainly  could  do  no  harm.  But,  wbrth- 
er  the  United  States  should,  or  not,  be  par^ 
to  such  a  declaration,  mi^,  in  the  lancni^w 
the  Freddent,  *^Jastly  fonn  a  part  of  tiiede 
libentkm." 

And  whether  they  shall,  or  not,  1,  fw  tnei 
am  dispoeed  to  submit  to  our  Miniicten,  uner 
their  instruotiona  from  the  Executive,  irbo» 
situation  will  enable  him  to  survey  the  wlitde 
groimd,  uid  to  decide,  under  the  state  of  thiogs 
existing  at  tiie  time,  more  correctiy  thsn  « 
now  can.  And  his  decidon,  when  made,  will 
draw  after  it  the  same  responsibility 
tacbes  to  bis  other  official  acts.  In  t  von, 
said  Mr.  0.,  I  am  diq>osed  to  leave  this  wbd« 
matter  under  the  constitutional  control  of  tbe 
Executive,  and  leave  him  sutdeiA  to  dist  «■ 
sponubiU^  which  the  oonsntutiai  inpoKS 
upw  him.  To  plaoe  it  on  any  other  gronnd,  e 
to  subvert  the  oonstitiitifm,  and  to  tbror  on 
this  House  a  respondUUty  which  it  oii^ti>^ 
to  bear.  What  course  thia  Qovenunent  Aom 
take  in  relation  to  matters  that  may  arise  ui 
Itature,  and  which  this  House  cannot  foresee,  u 
a  question  that,  for  one,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
decide.  Movements  may  be  malung  by  the 
allied  powers  of  Europe,  of  which  we  and  tM 
Executive  may  both  be  ignorant  &>t 
probability  is,  that  the  Executive,  in  due  »»• 
sou,  will  be  informed  of  all  that  is  pasaag,BOd 
when  informed,  the  oonstitntioo  supposes  tw 
be,  w  the  BegresentatiTe  of  the  pei^  of  w 
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United  States,  for  thu  ponKwe,  will  adopt  mioh 
onree  as  is  best  oalonlatea  to  promote  tneir  in- 
terests To  Bomoae  otherwise,  ia  at  once  to 
fnoooDoe  the  wliiie  of  the  ocnistitation,  in 
Hoi  pwticiilar,  to  amwer  tiie  porpoaes  for 
vhieh  it  was  intended. 

It  is  our  interest  that  the  idand  Dnha 
iboold  be  owned  by  a  weak  nation,  or  remain 
%  cekaj.  Its  weakneee  woold  suit  onr  oon- 
Talence ;  bat,  he  asked,  does  it  follow  that  we 
an  joatifiible  in  renstlng,  by  arms,  a  change  of 
iU  oonditkmt  Certainly  not,  nnlees  In  con- 
formity with  the  principle  of  self-defence,  the 
first  Uw  of  natnre.  When  the  dangers  exist, 
whieh  the  gentleman  now  seems  to  imagine  are 
•tea  at  our  doors,  hie  mle  of  action  and  my 
9n  will  not  he  fbnnd  materially  different. 
Vbn  the  uterests  of  this  oonntery  are,  by  the 
fitdy  AlHaaee,  or  any  other  power,  bo  essen- 
tiuy  distorbed  as  to  require  a  reeort  to  anna, 
vith  him  he  agreed  the  oitizens  of  the  Wert 
will  not  be  foond  defietmt  In  patrioHsm.  "nut 
connge  which  nwred  the  ann,  and  prompted 
to  deeds  of  "noUe  aehiOTenieiit "  in  the  late 
war,  win  demand  action. 

what  is  called  the  Holy  Alliance 
vu  institnted  hy  some  of  the  most  powerful 
utians  of  Europe,  to  STwtain  the  "divine  right" 
of  kings,  by  repressing  every  effort  which  might 
be  made  in  developing  and  fostering  the  rights 
of  man,  it  camiot  be  forgotten  what  was  the 
iBdigution  oi  every  patriot.  So  odiotu  was  it 
Id  this  ooontry,  that  it  was  evttywhere  exe- 
cnted  and  dauNinoed.  Now,  it  he  ai&ed, 
wbttistbeoUeotof  the  Oongreasto  he  held 
itl^iiamaf  b  not  the  inference  stn»g that  it 
«to  operate  as  a  oonntervaillng  bodyt  Ur. 
Cuai  apeaks  of  the  European  "  Continental 
ejnetn,"  and  that  America  should  form  a  sys- 
tOQ  for  itself;  and  assemble,  hy  its  Bepresenta- 
livcs  in  Cortes,  whenever  cireunutances  might 
require;  end  Mr.  SaUzar  indioatee  a  secret 
"ereataal  ilU«oce."  It  is  fbr  from  me  to  say 
&  SonUwm  Republics  on^t  not  to  form 
«|n)Dg  tfumselvea  an  alliance  or  combination 
w  tbnr  own  defanoe  agwnst  Spain  or  any  other 
•»»iling  power.  Their  condition  is  very  simi- 
ar.  They  were  all  ccdonlea,  speaking  the  same 
Nuge,  sod  nljeet  to  the  same  power.  Their 
for  emandpation  have  been  pro- 
jnoM  1^^  Oe  same  caoses.  Their  enemy  has 
■■M  the  same,  and  their  toils  and  snfferings 
UTe  be^  crowned  by  the  same  happy  results 
-u  Sp^  still  refuses  to  recognize  their  inde- 
M«iice,  and  flatters  herself  that  their  fiitnre 
rwDction  is  certain,  the  acquisition  of  strength 
'>J  »  amfedwscy,  is  their  nndonbted  right.  In 
nitting  this  acknowledgment,  he  now  and  ever 
^nid  iirotest  against  our  becoming  a  party. 
VecoQld  ram  nothing,  and  might  put  much  at 
In  stoengtbening  them,  we  sbonld 
oorselves.  ShotOd  the  Holy  Alliance 
Buke  any  movemoit  in  reference  to  this  con- 
tinent, affordmg  sstisbctory  proof  that  the  very 
UQibUstion  of  Repablicanism,  or  RroresentSp 
hfe  Govenumti  waa  their  ol^Jeot,  then  It 


would  be  onr  duty  to  adopt  any  messnre  in 
eoi^unction  with  our  neighboring  Republics, 
which  prudence  might  dictate,  in  defence  of 
the  rights  of  man.  Until  the  emergency  htip- 
pens,  which  m^  be  viewed  as  very  improbii* 
ble,  we  should  stand  aloo£ 

ifj  Mr.  Ohairman,  it  were  not  tSie  case  that 
we  can  accomplish,  through  Ministers,  in  the 
ordinary  way,  every  object  which  is  common 
and  fit  to  he  acoomplisheid,  a  Uission  to  Pana- 
ma wotild  be  to  me  more  tolerable.  We  have, 
at  this  time,  diplomatic  connections  with  the 
most  of  the  new  Republics.  Three  treaties  have 
been  negotiated  n^n  unexceptionable  princi- 
ples. Onr  poliOT  m  relation  to  them  has  been 
dictated  by  pmdenoe,  and.  so  for,  has  restilt- 
ed  in  mutual  good  wm  and  advantage. 

It  aeems  to  me  the  drcomstonoes  attending 
onr  invitation  to  send  UinlsterB  to  Panama  dis- 
oloaes,  on  onr  part,  a  want  of  ddicacy.  For  so 
distingtiiahed  a  Snior,  we  have  been  too  eager, 
and  do  not,  as  is  my  most  deliberate  opinion, 
know  what  they  are  to  do.  In  one  part  of  the 
Preddenfs  Message  we  are  informed  our  agents 
will  merely  consult — in  another,  consult  and 
negotiate — and  so  says  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affairs.  To  merely  take 
connsel  together,  to  delitterate,  to  interchange 
ideas  on  the  topics  introduced  for  discussion, 
would  at  least  seem  innocent.  But  who,  in  his 
sober  senses,  can  believe  this  Congress  is  to  be 
merely  consultative,  so  far  as  we  are  concemedt 
To  negotiate,  will  doubtless  form  a  part  of  their 
dutiea.  It  is  the  character  of  the  negotiation 
that  he  feared.  But,  say  gentlemen,  a  treaty 
formed  at  Panama  woold  not  be  binding  with- 
out the  approvd  of  the  President  and  Senate. 
This  is  granted.  Woold  not,  however,  its  re- 
lection,  particularly  if  made  in  parsuanoe  of 
instmctions,  excite  Jealonsy  in  the  other  con- 
tracting party  t  This  would,  he  had  no  doubt, 
be  most  nnfortunately  the  case,  and  the  charge 
of  infidelity  to,  and  msregard  m,  onr  promises^ 
be  fixed  npon  us. 

We  have,  said  Mr.  0.,  been  informed  by  the 
President,  our  neutral  cooraoter  shall  be  mun- 
tained;  and,  that  a  oompromitment  of  it  ia 
neither  expected  nor  desired  by  the  gentlemen 
giving  ns  the  Invitation.  To  me,  there  is  a 
para^xinthiaaflhir.  These  Ministers,  in  plain 
terms,  point  out  what  is  to  1>e  done — ^the  ques- 
tions to  t>e  settled — some  of  which  we  cuinot 
discuss  without  a  forfeiture  f>f  our  neutral 
rights ;  and  yet,  in  the  next  sratence,  they  sar 
our  relations  will  not  be  changed.  This  is 
most  strikin^y  the  ease  in  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Obregon.  I  ask  gentlemen  who  are  versed  in 
the  mysteries  of  this  novel  prcjjeot,  to  ^d  my 
understanding. 

Much,  sir,  has  been  said  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
memoriUile  pledge,  and  our  determination  not 
to  witness,  with  indifference,  any  interference 
of  any  European  power,  except  Spain,  with  tlie 
independence  of  Spanish  America.  As  for  the 
pledge,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  who 
tgoka  yesterd^,  (Mr.  WoBiaxHorovJ  has  very 
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properly  denominated  it  a  mere  brutwn  falmm 
— an  empty  deolaration ;  bat  which  some  think 
fhll  of  meaning  and  effect.  It  onght  to  be  a 
matter  of  mnch  regret  that  any  of  onr  Minis- 
ters should  /eel  anthorized  to  urge  it  as  an  ar- 
gument, in  negotiating  a  treaty.  This,  we  are 
mformed,  has  been  done.  G«ntlenuaift*eqnent- 
Ir  refer  to  the  tenn  "  indiffbrenoe."  What  do 
they  mean  by  itt  It  is  Tery  indeterminate. 
U,  by  this  expresrion,  we  are  to  understand 
concern,  di8aatlsfactioI^  disomtent,  be  had  bat 
Uttle  to  say.  Bot  on  the  other  hand,  they 
mean  a  fighting  "  indifference  " — a  determina- 
tion to  court  the  bloody  contest,  he  wonld  not 
ooncnr  with  tiiem.  If  France  uionld  obtain  a 
cession  of  Cuba,  as  we  did  of  Loaisana,  we 
wonld  not  be  entirely  indifferent.  But  could 
we  legitimately  wage  war  t  Oould  we  be  Jus- 
tified before  the  world,  in  seizing  upon  that  isl- 
and ourselves,  and  preventing  the  posaessioQ 
of  France  t  This  would  seem  to  him  a  rash 
act,  and  wholly  indefenriUe.  The  cmBeanenoe 
would  be  hoatili^  with  two  natimu.  Bbonld 
such  an  unhappy  atate  of  aflUrs  take  place,  he 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
Oook)  whether  onr  oountrjmoi  of  the  West, 
brave  and  adventurous  as  they  are,  and  maoh 
as  they  might  desire  to  see  our  Southern  com- 
merce protmer,  could  be  easily  persuaded  to 
buckle  on  their  knapsadra,  and  i^oolder  their 
rifles,  to  fight  batles  in  Oaba,  under  a  Totioal 
sun? 

Ur.  OAHnxnxira  sud :  Connected  with  the 
last,  sir,  there  is  another,  and  not  less  inter- 
esting qnestion,  to  which  oar  attention  has 
been  caOed — ^the  destiny  (tf  Cuba.  It  eppeared 
to  me  somewhat  ringnlar,  that  two  gmtlemoi 
from  Loaiinana,  paruonlarly  one,  (Mr.  Lmso- 
jiTON,)  should  have  vindicated  the  policy  of  the 
Executive  in  its  n^otiations  respeotiog  the  ftte 
of  that  island.  No  one,  it  seems  to  me,  can 
examine  the  diplomatic  owrespwidenoe  of  1626, 
without  being  made  sensible  that  onr  rights 
have  been  voluntarily  surrendered.  What  are 
our  rights,  air  t  Next  to  Spain,  our  right  over 
Cuba  18  puramount  to  the  claims  Gi  every  other 
nation.  With  Porto  Rioo  we  have  nothing  to  do 
— ^it  is  far  distant  from  us ;  bat  Ouba  is  on  our 
border — we  are  vitally  interested  in  its  condition 
and  Government ;  the  oonuneroial  interest  of  the 
East— the  agriomtnral  interest  of  the  West— 
the  dearest  and  moet  valoaUe  IntereHts  of  tlie 
Soutik — nay,  all  the  interests  of  eveiy  section 
of  the  Union  are  involved  in  the  destiny  of  Cu- 
ba. The  right  of  Spidn  once  extinguished,  from 
the  nature  of  our  position,  and  oar  peculiar  and 
various  aasooiations  with  that  island,  oar  right 
becomes  supreme} ;  it  resists  the  £ar(^>ean  right 
of  purchase ;  it  is  even  paramount  to  the  Mex- 
ican and  Colombian  right  of  war.  It  is  a  right 
which  should  never  have  been  surrendered  to 
any  power,  whether  belligerent  or  neutral. 
Yet  what  have  been  the  declarations  and  the  pol- 
icyoftiieExecotivei  While  the  right  of  any  Eu- 
ropean power  to  aoqnire  Cuba  by  purchase  has 
been  denied^-tiie  belligerent  right  of  Mexico 
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and  Colombia  to  invade  the  idand,  hat  been 
expressly  acknowledged;  it  has  been  oooced- 
ed ;  we  have  in  onr  correapondence  pontiTel; 
declared,  that  we  cannot  resist  the  ri^tof  vir 
exercised  by  Mexico  and  Colombia-— that  ve 
have  no  right  to  interfere,  unless,  indeed,  thej 
shoold  "  pot  arms  into  ilie  honda  (rf<Hieneeor 
the  inhamtaata  to  destrcqr  the  Uvea  of  aaotbo-." 
Andinauohacrios  whatwoold  bethec(Riditi(o 
of  the  island  t  When  is  it,  according  to  HxtyA- 
icy  sanctioned  in  our  negotiations  with  iama. 
powers,  and  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Colombian  and  Mexican  Ministers,  that  n 
ohdm  the  ri^  oil  interponng  and  reristing  the 
invasion  I  When  one  race  is  armed  "to  de- 
stroy the  lives  of  another  '* — ^when  the  standarl 
of  universal  emandpation  floats  on  the  Voto- 
when  insorsent  fires  are  blaring  on  tbe  mom- 
tuns  of  Cuba,  and  gleaming  al4»ig  the  shores 
of  Florida.  Alabama,  and  Louisiana  I  IDica, 
and  not  till  then,  according  to  tbe  amceaaoBS 
recorded  In  the  snort  but  comprehensive  diplo- 
matio  Idstory  of  the  past  year,  do  we  diini  tbe 
rig^t  of  interposing  to  save  Caba  and  onr  owB 
country  from  the  consequences  of  the  invaaon! 
What  our  policy  tdiould  be  as  it  regards  tbiiid- 
and,  presents  a  question  <tf  infinite  difficntty. 
Bat  whatever  may  be  its  fate,  it  is  not  only  onr 
interest  to  protest  against  the  European  p<I^ 
chases  right  forcibly  to  resist  its  idti-  | 

uon  by  Mexico  and  Colombia.   The  vrtss  of  i 
Spanish  America  can  never  be  carried  into  Ca- 
ba, unless  under  her  conBtitutional  banoer^tbe 
standard  of  universal  emuictpation.   Tbb  isl- 
and must  remain  under  the  dominion  of  ^wn ;  , 
if,  however,  its  political  pouti<Hi  nnut  le  . 
changed — ^if  S/g^  must  part  witli  it— kt  it  be  | 
independent — ^we  want  no  colonies — ^let  its  in-  | 
dependence  be  fparanteed  by  commercial  u-  \ 
tions.   Bat,  be  its  destiny  what  it  may,  ve 
must  resist  its  invasion  by  our  neighbors 
they  cannot  carry  the  war  into  Cuba  without  < 
endangering  the  interests  of  oar  country.  This  \ 
is  a  qaeation  of  too  much  importance  to  be  fv- 
rendered  by  this  House— let  as  panse  befwe  we 
consent  to  submit  its  deddon  to  the  Congreei 
of  Panama. 

We  have  heard  much,  sir,  of  the  **nienKffS- 
ble  pledge  " — of  tbe  deolaration  of  Hx.  3£ooroe, 
in  1828 — a  declaration  made  in  acoordancewitli 
our  true  policy — a  policy  which  would  hive 
been  nnqnestionaldy  ratiflad  by  the  Bonse,  and 
respcmded  \ij  tbe  nation.  I  cimcnr  most  an- 
cerely  with  tiie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  WxBSTXB,)— 4t  was  the  declaration  of  the 
Executive  of  our  countnr  to  the  world,  made 
at  an  interesting  crisis — I  would  not  recall  it- 
it  shall  never  be  ''blurred  or  blotted,"  bj 
act  of  mine.  But  I  cannot  go  asfarashedoca. 
I  cannot  agree  with  him,  that  this  question 
''must  be  discussed,"  and  at  the  Congress  of 
Panama.  The  declaration  revives  and  dies 
with  the  occanon — whenever  that  occssios 
shall  arrive — whenever  any  European  pow« 
shall  interfere  with  the  wan  or  indcpendeiica 
of  the  nations      thia  oimtfaiant— whan  tin 
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time  iRiTM  and  ve  tn  ealled  vpm  to  dedde 
the  qocdioa  of  p«we  or  war,  "  it  miut  be  Aw- 
eased  "—lint  not  io  the  (k^rew  of  Panama. 
Tbb  is  the  only  Congren  in  which  that  great 
question  can  or  sbonld  ever  be  diecnssed  and 
settled.  The  office  of  dcliberaUng  on  the  policy 
ami  jnstiee  of  otnitingeDtly  en^ging  in  war, 
Bhoold  nerer  be  surrendered  bj  this  Honse — a 
lij^t  of  this  grave  character  uioold  never  be 
transferred  to  the  Congrees  of  Panama.  I 
would  not  instmot  onr  Mnisten  even  to  con- 
sult or  deliberate  on  the  propriety  of  entering 
into  joint  declarations  npon  qoeatioiu  of  such 
magnitnde.  And  althoogh  we  are  ezpreealy 
e*lkd  npon  by  the  President  to  aend  ICudaters 
to  Puama,  to  ooonlt  and  ddiberate  on  the 
eqiedieaey  of  a  Joint  dedantiim  on  this  point 
lod  ti  ateiins  into  a  compact  or  xontnal 
^eiffi  OB  another,  yet  the  gmtleman  from 
HuMcfauMtta  eeee  nothing  now  which  car- 
ries m  bey<Hid  what  was  contained  in  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's Message.'*  I  will  not  di^nte  with  ^ntle- 
men  about  words ;  nor  shall  I  adopt  their  oon- 
EtrncUou  of  the  President's  Message^  It  is  per- 
fectly immaterial  to  me  by  what  name  these 
fiev  and  foreign  assooiataons  or  sUpulatioos 
are  to  be  called.  I  care  not  whether  they 
tic  denoodnated  '*  allianoea^  oomMOtB,  inntnal 
^edgea  or  joint  dedaratl<»ii."  we  are  told 
ezpna^  that  oar  Minkters  are  to  deliberate  at 
Fusmaon  tiie  iu*opriety  of  a  mntnal  pledge  or 
oompsct  to  oppose  territorial  colonization,  and 
that  it  deservee  the  experiment  of  oousiderv 
ticHi,  whether  a  joint  declaration  of  onr  inten- 
tion to  resist  the  interferenoe  of  any  Earopean 
power,  with  the  domestic  oonoems  of  the  Ainer- 
cu  Governments,  should  not  be  made.  Mere 
toDsnltaUons  and  deliberations  may  appear 
to  08  to  be  small  matters.  Some  may  think 
that  nothing  iqjorions  can  possibly  grow  ont  of 
fiplomatie  consoltations;  and  others  may  shel- 
ter tbonselves  behind  the  contemptiUe  argn- 
aent,  that,  until  the  treaty  stipulations  are  rat- 
ified, m  are  not  bonnd  by  the  acta  of  onr  IDn- 
iflen  at  Fuiama.  Bnt,  nr,  we  shovid  rect^eot 
that  diis  is  not  Ute  wui«y  of  a  wise  and  jnst 
people ;  that  evevy  iblng  depends  npm  the 
Buimer  in  which  we  make  onr  first  moventntts 
>Dd  advances  towards  the  independent  nations 
of  Ameriea — the  ftitnre  destinies  of  onr  country 
ue  de^ly  involved  in  these,  apparently,  smaU 
matters ;  we  should  reflect  that  we  are  now 
I*.viag  the  foundations  of  onr  American  polity. 

Kr.  Flotd  said :  We  are  told,  by  the  gentleman 
fivtQ  Maryland,  that  a  pledge  was  given  by  Mr. 
Honroe,  then  Kvndent,  to  these  Soothem  Re- 
pablics,  that  we  woold  defend  and  protect  them 
from  Uie  assaults  of  European  annies,  or  words 
to  this  e^t ;  and  that,  since  that  period,  this 
pledge  hss been  renewed  by  lettersfrtnn  this  Got- 
emmeDt  to  others,  and  particularly  by  onr  Min- 
ut«rtoMexica  when  that  Message  was  de- 
livered to  this  Honse,  I  then  rose  in  my  plaoe ; 
ud  protested  agaimt  that  declaration  of  the 
Present,  as  assuming  an  nn warrantable  power, 
violating  the  spirit  (tf  the  oonatttiitioo ;  asmnuiog 
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groonds  and  •&  tttitnde  in  r^ud  to  Enropean 
powers,  calculated  to  involve  ns  in  a  strife  whioh 
there  existed,  and  in  which  we  had  no  interest; 
and  indirectly  leading  to  war,  whioh  Oongresi 
alone  had  the  right  to  dedare.  We  are  now 
oalled  upon  to  redeem  the  pledge  given  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  the  parallel  of  Ferdinand ;  not  only  so, 
but  the  ftirther  pledge  given  by  Mr.  Adams,  and 
that,  too,  by  the  ocnrerooDdeooe  of  onr  Envoy 
with  the  Republic  Mezioo.  Here,  then,  the 
President  has  assumed  to  {^ve  support  to  these 
nations,  even  at  the  hazard  of  war,  without 
omaoltiiw  Congress  or  the  Bepresentatives  of 
the  pet^Me.  The  Fretfdent  haa  told  na  that  we 
ihoud  not  he  paUed  by  the  will  of  our  con- 
stitoenttb**  This  bdd  claim  to  unlimited  power, 
if  acted  up(Hi,  extinguishes,  at  one  blow,  the 
liberty  of  the  nation.  A  dium  so  broad  dare 
not  be  hinted  at  the  King  of  Great  Britain; 
Alexander,  Emperor  of  all  the  Boasias,  alcne 
possesses  snch  power. 

The  daring  this  pledge,  so  contrary  to  the 
cantions  indecision  and  irresolution  of  the  former 
Preindent,  caused  me  to  inquire  bow  the  circum<- 
stance  b^pened;  when  a  membw  of  Congress, 
hig^  in  the  confidenoe  of  tbe  President,  inform- 
ed me  that  the  British  Government  soodit  h 
oonveraaticai  with  Mr.  Bush,  oor  then  £ivoj 
and  Mhiistcr  Plenipotoitiaij  at  the  Oowt  of 
St  James,  and  proposed  to  hunthrttb^shouUl 
unite  npon  the  sul^eot  of  Bonth  American  affidri, 
and  so  ahape  their  correspoodenoe  as  to  show 
to  Europe  the  probable  course  these  Govern- 
ments would  take  in  the  cause  of  Spanish 
America.  Mr.  Bush,  who  is  doubtless  as  able 
a  n^^tiator  as  Se^etary  of  the  Treasury,  (for 
the  mistake  he  has  made  in  his  report  does  not 
exceed  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars  thia  year; 
but,  as  it  is  his  first  attempt,  there  is  reason  to 
hope  he  may  mend,)  reftued  to  accede  to  the 
propositions,  unless  the  British  wonld  agree  to 
eot«r  into  a  treaty  reeogoisiog  the  indepuid- 
ence  of  South  Amoiea;  this  wd  not.  salt  the 
views  of  England  at  that  time.  This  was  fop- 
warded  to  thePnaident  and  was  thw  Ijii%  on 
his  tab]&  when  be  ianed  that  bulletin,  iwdgtng 
this  nation  to  a  eowae  which  is  daily  becoming 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  country  from 
without,  and  dangerous  to  the  constitution  from 
within.  . 

This  pledge,  however  it  may  eventuate  throng 
the  meidium  of  this  misdon  to  Panama,  was, 
donbtiess,  at  the  time,  conndered  safe,  intended 
to  astonish  Emperors  and  Kings  with  the  arraj 
of  power,  whilst  the  vast  navy  of  Great  Britain 
floated  between  ns  and  danger.  We  are  told, 
too,  by  the  President,  that  Uie  wholesome  ad< 
vice  of  Washington,  to  refrdn  from  entai^iog 
alliances,"  was  intoided  to  uptiy  to  the  win 
of  Europe ;  and  he  rives  jia  to  understand  ttut 
a  difiterent  atate  of  tilings  now  exists,  and  that 
were  be  (Washington)  now  alive,  he  would  eo- 
tertaiu  a  different  opinion.  I  have,  tar^  too 
high  an  opinion  of  the  prudence,  and  patriotism, 
and  wisdom  of  Washington,  to  brieve  he  would 
hazard  the  peace  of  this  nation  tax  tbe  fine 
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"  spectacle  "  he  mt^t  prdlMUr  wak»  in  a 
"pageof  hiitory." 

Bj  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  so  soon  as 
Aese  Ministers  to  Panama  take  their  seats  In 
that  Oongrees,  and  join  in  the  diaooidoiis  of  Oat 
bodjr,  that  moment  voa  oommit  an  aot  of  war 
uaiutOldSiudo.  Isthiajtutl  I*  it  constita- 
tional  thus  to  take  out  (tf  the  hands  of  OongresB, 
to  whom  alone  belongs  the  power  tfi  ssj  when 
this  nation,  of  ten  millions  of  peo^ej,  diall  be 
involved  in  wart  If  Spain  is  too  weak  to  send 
an  army  to  invade  ns,  she  can  still  declare  war, 
as  she  wHI  be  compelled  to  do ;  onr  own  act 
being,  in  fact,  war  against  her.  this  means, 
«11  the  idle  seamen  of  England,  France,  and  the 
Low  Oonntries,  besidee  her  owii,  will  be  placed 
on  hoard  of  privateers,  fitted  oat  under  the  flag 
of  Spain,  to  destroy  onr  commerce  in  every  sea. 
What  good,  tbeo,  can  possibly  resnlt  to  this  na- 
tkukirom  this  state  w  things)  We  are  now 
about  to  adopt  the  diaoaided  policy  of  Htt,  and 
GasUerea^  vMoh  fin-  ao  aiany  yeus  desolated 
-tibe  BritMD  realnu^  irtriofaf  if  oontlnned  but  for 
« ftw  yean  longer,  must  inevitably  have  de- 
stroyed the  merg^es  of  that  nation,  if  not  de- 
-etroyed  the  Monarchy  itaelC  Now,  however, 
by  the  opposite  oourse,  she  ecOoys  peace,  and  is 
daihr  reapiog  the  frvdia  of  good  Gtovemment ;  ei- 
tending  ner  commerce,  ^banding  her  anniea, 
laying  up  her  navy,  increanng  ner  manafao- 
tories,  paying  the  national  debt,  and  repealing 
many  of  her  taxes;  whilst  we,  to  make  a 
■**figar«in  history,"  or  exhibit  a  "^te<^le" 
JKnr  Europe  to  look  at,  are  involving  ourselves 
In  debt  and  intenuinaue  war— the  ultimate  end 
of  which  no  human  ibresight  can  see  or  oon- 
Jectnre. 

In  what  a  strange  attitude  tiiis  Panama  IGs- 
don  places  ns.  whilst  we  are  at  peace  with 
<^iain,  we  are  In  ocmclave  with  her  enemies, 
deviwig  the  bert  means  for  "  carrying  on  the 
against  her;  not  only  to  carry  It  on 
'against  her  in  America,  but  the  expediency  oi 
Harrying  this  war  into  her  territory  on  the 
otlu^  side  of  the  Atlantic  Ooean,  into  the  Canary 
Islands.  Whilst  we  say  to  Europe  we  will  not 
.take  part  in  tUs  contest  between  Spain  and  her 
iodonies,  neither  shall  yoo,  to  sntyugate  these 
.oonntries:  we  are  mine^in^  in  the  oonndls  ot 
Panama,  planning  war  agaioat  Cuba  and  Porto 
Bioo,  the  rem^ing  oolnuei  of  Bptbt.  A  eonrse 
at  this  kind  Iswell  calculated  to  briu  upon  this 
country  the  reproach  of  all  nations  having  any 
regard  for  puuio  fiuth.  Instead  of  pursuing  an 
opm,  iDgenaoas,  manly  course,  tliiuking  slowly, 
and  acting  pmdently,  firmly,  and  sincerely,  we 
are  engaiged  in  all  the  innncerity  and  folly  of 
£nrop&  at  a  period  of  tlieir  history  over  which 
themBelves  wonld  gladly  throw  a  veil.  How 
different  has  been  the  conrse  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment t  In  the  oorreapondenoe  of  her  Minis- 
ter with  the  EuvOT  ci  Spain,  lately  published 
in  this  oonntry,  we  nave  seen  all  Uiu  oiidomatjc 
fbg  dis^pated,  which  onr  own  seems  to  ddight 
;in.  as  the  highest  evidence  of  the  talent  and 
jmLof  the  statwmsg  There,  th$  story  is  told 
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In  a  style  so  dear,  rimple,  firm,  and  re^>eetftil, 
that  none  can  misnnderstand  or  doobt  tlie 
meaning ;  here,  the  bad  taste  of  the  r)ietorietui 
is  so  intermingled  with  the  aflecdatioa  of  Uh 
statesman,  that  yon  are  in  doubt  whether  it 
means  this  thing  or  sometMng  else ;  sod  tlu^ 
too,  a  Oovernment  whose  daty  it  ii*  as  be- 
ing toe  ddest  of  tbo  Republics,  to  give  id  ex- 
ample ct  candor  and  moderation.  Not  oalf 
this,  but  to  expose  to  the  people  of  this  uliaB 
every  transaction,  in  a  dear  and  distinct  paat 
of  view,  that  they  may  nnhesitatin^  dedds 
uixm  tbdr  own  affairs,  and  know  the  oondoet  of 
their  Representatives. 

This  measure,  fraught  witheo  mnch  niiscluef 
to  this  oonntry,  is  one  that  ought  to  be  avoided 
if  poseible.  So  fiir  as  I  can  see,  in  ali  its  betf- 
inga,  it  looks  to  the  conqneet  of  Cabe  iDd 
Porto  Rico ;  or,  at  all  events,  of  tearing  tbon 
from  the  crown  ct  Spidn.  The  interaste,  tf 
not  safe^,  of  onr  own  oonntry,  would  rather 
require  ns  to  interpose  to  prevent  such  an 
event;  and  I  woula  rather  take  up  anu  to 
prevent  than  accelerate  such  an  occnrrowe. 
These  Republics  have  a  mixed  population,  it 
is  true,  but  tiie  proportion  of  all  others,  wba 
compared  to  the  Spanish  American,  is  bat 
smaU.  They,  by  a  provinon  in  their  c(Hjstita- 
tion,  have  abolished  slavery,  and  placed  tytrj 
fxAor  on  an  equal  footing,  which  may  cot  be 
any  great  inconvenienoe  to  them.  But  what 
will  be  the  state  of  the  case  shonld  Coba  and 
Porto  Rico  be  revolutionised  upon  their  prino- 
plesl  It  is  well  known  that  those  cdmies 
cmtain  nearly  five  blacks  to  one  white  perma; 
that  in  Cuba  the  proportim  is  this  or  mm. 
It  must  tiben  be  a  black  R^Uio.  The  con- 
dition <^  Hayti  is  also  to  be  talun  into  coo- 
sideration  at  this  OoDoress,  to  determiBe 
whether  Hayti  shall  sena  AmbasBadois  to  the 
different  powers ;  and,  if  all  questirais  are  to 
be  decided  by  a  m^ority  of  votes,  we  tnoA  \ 
expect  those  Republics  to  act  upon  their  prui-  : 
ciplea,  and  compel  ns  to  receive  a  n^ro  Minifr* 
ter ;  as  the  stipulations  of  this  ConfederacT  of  . 
Republics  are,  to  interpret  treaties,"  and  , 
cowtw.  if  necessary,  those  who  manifest  is  ' 
nnwilUngness  to  perform  tiie  taak  assigned  to 
them  by  the  Oongreaa  of  Pknaraa. 

Why  should  we,  then,  engage  in  tlds  mooo- 
stmok  project,  wfaidi  threatens,  at  no  ^ftant  ; 
day,  a  large  portion  of  our  country,  embrsciiiK  : 
the  whole  of  onr  Southern  irontier  f  Cuba  is  ' 
scarcely  more  than  eighty  miles  from  Florida; 
the  narrow  sea  between  can  be  often  passed 
in  a  few  hours,  in  open  boats;  leanng  the 
whole  of  Lonisiana,  Florida,  and  Oeoriga,  open 
to  sudden  invaEdon  from  these  black  Reptiblirs 
at  any  time.  Besides,  the  jealonsy  and  discon- 
tent which  this  state  of  things  would  engender, 
mast  finally  lead  to  rebellion  and  civil  discoid, 
should  no  inunediate  war  be  Nodnoed.  Csb 
there,  then,  be  a  man,  wha  vlewiiig  this  svb- 
ject  in  all  its  bearings,  will  not  shudder  ats 
pictnre  like  this,  and  abandtn  the  prefect  I  A 
project  which  cannot,  in  any  possible  eroiit, 
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bring  good  to  this  oonntry  cr  that  B«i»iUia, 
•nd  nu^  prodnoe  incftlcnlable  and  immediftUe 
erllft  to  tbis  Vvitm.  Banij  it  will  be  a  Utter 
RflfotioD,  to  tfaoie  oonoMued  in  i^  that,  to 
"exhibit  a  qileodid  qwetaole  to  &9  ejrea  of 
European  OoremmentB,**  or  give  those  desir- 
inf  it  "a  briglit  page  in  historr,"  all  these 
evils  have  been  broagbt  npon  their  country. 
Slxmld  the  bold  dariiig  of  this  project  be  car- 
ried into  execution,  in  all  its  parts,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  it  will  be  disooTered  that 
Te  hare  vitbered  the  opening  bnd  of  our 
fatore  greatpeeB,  and  that  *'  the  bright  page  of 
history  "  will  be  crimsoned  with  the  luood  of 
our  dttzma. 

1^  however,  we,  reckless  of  oonseqaenoes 
to  oar  citizens  and  oonntry,  pnnae  this  coarse, 
HKrting,  in  the  propagation  of  these  principles, 
tliat  men  oi  evm  nataon,  kind,  odor,  and 
degree,  are  entitled  to  the  same  usage,  placed 

yn  the  same  footlog,  partloipatliig  aluce  in 
the  ri^rts,  privikges,  and  powers  of  GoretiH 
meat,  is  it  at  all  certain  these  virions  may  not 
be  dissipated  hy  the  thunder  of  England  f  She 
hu  too  deep  a  stake  in  the  affairs  of  Amnica, 
pDtieiilarlj  the  Veat  Indies,  to  look  oa  with 
ndifierenoe. 

The  moment  these  Klnisters  take  their  aeats 
in  th«  Consresa  of  Panama,  and  b^in  to  act 
upon  the  soqjeets  proposed,  sa  those  which  will 
engage  their  attention,  that  moment  yon  will 
fire  jut  canse  ot  war  to  any  £oropean  nation 
vbiot  may  think  pnq>er  to  declare  it  ag^nst 
yon— France,  Bnsria,  the  Ketherluids — for, 
the  act  itself  is,  on  yoor  part,  a  declaration  of 
var  against  Sp^;  and  England,  whatever 
mar  be  her  disporition  at  this  time  towards 
OS,  mart  declare  war  ag^nst  as ;  riie  cwmot 
troid  it ;  lier  interest  is  too  deeply  involTed  to 
remunan  idle  and  inactive  spectator.  Were 
she  to  take  this  ooarse,  she  wonld  stand  justi- 
fied in  the  eyea  of  the  world.  I,  too,  oonld  not 
otherwise  than  think  she  pnrsned  the  eonrsa  I 
Tonld  liave  my  own  oonntry  porsne;  and, 
doDbtlsBs,  Goramor  Bteong'a  "  mival  and  ra- 
lipoas"  ftienda  oonld  find  some  exooses  for 
her.  Sir,  I  do  not  ftar  £n^and;  we  have 
beatCT  her  in  two  wara— one,  at  sil  events — 
tboBgl),  in  the  last,  we  ooped  with  fbarfal 
odds:  with  Britain  maa  witlumt,  and  a  fearful 

rwtion  from  within — an  oppoution  now  at 
head  of  afiairs.  Bat,  whuat  I  do  not  fear 
£ii^SQd,  I  know  her  power ;  it  is  vast ;  nor 
vocld  I,  for  li^t  causes,  disturb  that  power. 
Her  thonsand  ships  of  war,  and  hnndieds  of 
thuusnds  of  men,  and  millions  of  money,  are 
not  trifles  to  be  oreriooked  in  political  ar- 
nnsements. 

Grest  Britafai,  I  bare  sdd,  will  be  compelled 
to  rage  a  war  against  as,  to  preserve  her  own 
eolooiea,  and  her  sobjects  from  massaore.  She 
has.  in  the  West  Indies,  seventeen  colonies; 
inrlnding,  in  this  nomber,  two  in  Soath  Amer- 
ira,  tiiat  of  Demarara  «td  Berbice.  Her  terri- 
torial extent  is  vast,  sending  Erectly  to  Great 
Britain,  annnallf  ,  hnmenae  ^nantittoa  td  aogar, 


[H.  or  B. 

coffee,  and  mm,  to  say  nottiing  of  thousands 
of  otiber  articles  of  oommnce,  the  growth  and 
products  of  these  colonies.  Be^ea  all  this, 
she  haa  from  riz  to  seven  hundred  thousand 
slavea,  which,  if  the  doctrine  Ineolcated  1^ 
these  new  Republics  prevtm,  will  be  incited  to 
rebellion,  and  England  be  doomed  to  witness 
the  scenes  of  Baint  Domingo  acted  over  agrin, 
in  her  own  colonies.  Not  leas  important  la 
Jamaica,  Demarara,  Berbice,  and  Trinidad,  to 
her,  in  the  conduct  and  protection  of  her  com- 
merce everywhere.  Woen  she  loses  tiiese, 
her  commercial  greatness  is  on  the  wane.  It 
would  be  nothing  short  of  folly  to  believe, 
that  she  would  ieopardlze  these  territories,  of 
permit  them  to  be  torn  bom  her  by  r«volati<Hi, 
when  we  know  that  she  taxes  the  same  pro- 
ducts higher  from  any  other  part  fflf  the  worid 
than  from  these  o(d<Hiies,  by  ten  shilliogs  a 
hundred  weight.  Let  oanot  deodve  ourselves, 
or  be  tempted  to  change  our  relations  with 
other  powers — we  have  prospered,  we  do  pro»> 
per,  and  are  at  peace. 

Loud  cries  for  the  question  now  resoonded 
from  all  rides  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  finally  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  l£r.  HoLaits,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  naya — ^yeas  99,  nays  96. 

The  iioestion  then  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Omnmittee  of  For- 
eign Belatiou  as  aiMnded  on  the  motion  of 
Ur.MoLan— 

Ur.  SxoBBB  deoumded  that  it  should  be  de- 
cided ly^yeas  and  naya;  whioh  was  ordered 
by  the  House,  pending  whicdi  motim, 

The  House  adjourned. 


FntDAT,  April  31. 
Mimian  to  JPanama. 

After  some  observations,  the  question  was 
taken  on  tiie  resolution  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Affitirs,  as  amended  on  tiie  motioa  of 
Mr.  MoLam,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  naya— 
yeaa  64^  ni^  148. 

So  tfaiiB  Twdntion  was  r^ected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  «it 
the  enacting  words  of  the  bill,  and  de<nded  In 
the  negative,  by  yeaa  and  nays— yeas  61,  na/a 
184. 

So  the  Honae  reftised  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 
And  the  House  acfjoumed. 


SaTDBoaT,  April  33. 
Mitrien  te  Panama, 
An  engrossed  bill  "  making  an  appn^Mriation 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  fq>pouitnient  of  n 
mission  to  the  Congress  <^  Panuna,"  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Bakist  demanded  that  the  question  on 
the  pnxnnge  of  thia  Ull  akonld  be  taken  ^7  yMN 
and  naya. 
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The  yeia  and  najB  were  ordered  by  the 

EoTue. 

Mr.  McDirrFn  thai  rote  and  said ; 

Mr.  Speaker :  As  we  hare  at  lengA  reached 
the  last  act  of  this  great  drama,  I  cannot  oon- 
aeat  to  take  leave  of  this  mission  to  Panama, 
witboot  saying  a  few  words,  by  way  of  parting 
benediction.  As  this  Hoase  has  solemnly  re- 
solved that  it  is  inexpedient  that  onr  Bepresent- 
atives  should  take  sny  part  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  Cioancil,  on  the  only  subjects  on  which 
we  have  been  invited  to  participate,  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  Mr.  Seneant  and  Mr.  Ander- 
Bon  will  proceed,  with  all  doe  "  pcnnp  and  dr- 
comstanoe^"  to  Pananu;  present  themaeWes 
befim  the  Cknmeil  ot  Amphictyons ;  make  a 
profoand  how  in  the  aaored  name  of  liberty, 
tnmdle  up  their  baggage,  and  retom  home 
yriOx  all  conrenlent  expedition.  And,  nr, 
baving  divested  this  mission  of  its  tragical  at- 
tribates,  and  left  nothing  bnt  an  empty  pageant 
— a  solemn  farce  to  be  acted  by  the  Execntive 
— I  confess  that  I  have  no  serioos  ^tprefaen- 
sions  that  mnch  evil  will  grow  oat  of  it.  Bat 
still  I  cannot  vote  for  this  ^propriation.  For, 
thon^  I  never  have  been  a  sticKler  npon  qnes- 
tions  of  proper  ezpenditore,  I  am  unwilling  to 
forty  <v  fifty  tiiousand  dollars  per  annum 
the  pleantre  at  bung  ridicolotu,  and  the 
privile^  of  bong  laiuhed  at  Bnt,  as  the 
Administration  have  determined  to  go  forth 
blindfolded,  and  with  their  hands  tied  b^lnd 
them,  tilting  agunst — will  not  say  wind- 
mills, bnt  the  shadows  of  wind-mills— I  have 
only  to  say,  and  I  do  it  in  all  sincerity,  God 
grant  them  a  safe  and  a  speedy  deliverance. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  its  passage, 
by  yeas  and  mys,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive^ aa  follows : 

Teas.-— UeBsrs,  Aduns  of  K.  T.,  Adduns  of  Pa., 
AUeo  of  Mass.,  Anderson,  Armstrong,  Bailey,  Bad- 
ger, Baldwin,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Bar- 
ney, Baylies,  Beecher,  Boone,  Bradley,  Brent,  Brown, 
Bni^snan,  Buckner,  Bnrieigfa,  Burges,  Carobrclcng, 
Caasedy,  Clarke,  Condict,  Cooke,  Crowninshield, 
Doraey,  Dwight,  Eastman,  Edwards  of  Pa.,  Estill, 
Everett,  Rndlay  of  Pena,  {lodlay  of  Ohio,  Fosdick, 
Oarnsey,  Garriaon,  Gurley,  Harris,  Hasbro ock,  Hay- 
den,  Healey,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Holcombe, 
Hngunin,  Uumi^rey,  logencAl,  Jennings  of  ImUana, 
Johnson  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Ta.,  James 
Johnson,  Francis  Johoson,  Eelk^g,  Kerr,  lUdder, 
lAthrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincolo,  Little,  Uv- 
ingBton,  Locke,  Hallary,  Marfcell,  Haiktey,  Hartin- 
dafe,  Uartin,  Marvin  ta  N.  Y.,  Mattocks,  McLane 
of  Del.,  MeLean  of  Ohio,  Mercer,  Merwin  of  Conn., 
Metcalfe.  MiUer  of  N.  T.,  Miner,  James  S.  Mitchell, 
John  Mitchell,  Mitchell  of  Md.,  Moore  of  Ey., 
Newton,  O'Brien,  Orr,  Pearce,  Porter,  Powell,  Reed, 
Rose,  Ross,  Sands.  Scott,  Sill,  Soane,  Sprague, 
8(evenBon  of  Pa.,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor  of  Va.,  Test,  Thomson  of  Penn., 
Thompson  of  Ohio,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
K.  J.,  Van  Home,  Van  Rensselaer,  Tance,  Var- 
BtUD,  Yeririanck,  Thiton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster, 
Weems,  Whipple.  White,  Whittemore,  WhitUesey, 
WiokliSe,  WiUiaiDS,  James  Wilson,  Heniy  Wila^ 


WHsott  of  OUo,  Wood  of  N.  T.,  Wright,  Wortt, 
TouDg— 184. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Va.,  Aleiuder  of 
Tcmt.,  Alien  of  Tenn.,  Alston,  Ansel,  Archer, 
ley,  Barbour  of  Va.,  Bassett,  BUdr,  Bryan,  CuD[d)ell, 
Carson,  Carter,  Can,  Claiborne,  Cocke,  Connor, 
Crump,  Davenport,  Deitx,  Drayton,  Edwards  of  N. 
C,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Gamett,  Gist,  Goran,  Eurtj, 
Haynes,  Hines,  Hothnan,  Hobnes,  Houston,  Ingbui, 
Isacks,  Kremer,  Le  Compte,  Long,  Mangnni, 
able,  McCoy,  MeDoffle,  McKeao,  McNeill,  Nitcbrfl 
of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ala.,  Owen,  Peter,  Flnmer,  Polk, 
Rives,  Sanndera,  Sawyer,  SnsUb,  Tattnall,  IlKrap- 
son  of  Georgia,  Traswit,  TnekCT  of  SL  C,  VilM 
of  a  Cv— 60. 

And  then  the  Hoase  a^jonrned. 

HoiTDAT,  April  34. 
ItMoltttionarif  OffiMrt. 
Porsnant  to  notioe,  Mr.  Hkkfhiu.  asked  tin 
House  to  take  up  the  hill  for  tbe  relief  of  the 
Horviving  officers  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  Hkhphzll  addressed  the  committee  « 
follows : 

The  officers  of  the  army,  independent  d 
their  military  ocoupationH,  had,  in  oonusos 
with  their  fellov-citizens,  to  bear  losses,  occa- 
rioned  by  the  depreciation  of  the  enrreBcyof 
the  country,  and  the  precaricniB  uncertdn^ 
of  the  times.  They  had  to  bear  more  tbaa 
their  fair  prt^iorticai  of  civil  misfortnneH.  ii 
their  famihes  and  estates  were  1^  withoot 
their  personal  care  and  protection.  After  the 
declaration  of  independence,  it  was  not  loo; 
until  Congress  witnessed,  in  the  progress  <^ 
the  war,  that  the  army  nad  suffered  by  bad 
appointments,  and  that  it  was  essentisl  to  the 
Buccessfol  issue  of  the  contest  that  troops 
should  be  well  officered;  and  tiiey  resolved 
that  it  be  reoommended  to  the  several  &ates  to 
use  thor  ntmoat  endeavofs  that  nun  of  honor 
and  known  aUlitiea  be  apw^nted  to  ^ 
vice ;  and,  on  the  7th  (rf  Ootobw,  1776,  tb^ 
resolved,  that,  as  an  enoouragwnent  fx  gen^ 
men  of  abilities  to  enmge  aa  oommisaooed 
oera,  in  the  troops  to  oe  raised  to  serve  daring 
the  war,  thwr  monthly  pay  should  be  incressed. 
Notwithstanding  tlus  resolve,  disaatififaciioD  in 
tiie  army,  owing  to  wants  and  hard^ips,  exist- 
ed, and  gradually  increased,  and  Congrefl^ 
aware  that  the  preservation  and  snbordinatkiB 
of  the  army  depended  mainly  on  its  (^cei^ 
resolved  that  those  who  should  continne  in  ser- 
vice to  the  end  oS  the  war,  should  have  hsK 
pay  for  seven  years  from  the  establishinent  cf 
peace.  The  difBoultiea,  howeveri  ranaiacd, 
and  Btin  inereaaed ;  aa  ue  army  was  not  regu- 
larly p^d,  and,  when  paid,  it  was  in  depreci- 
ated oorrenoy.  In  this  ntoation  of  aSEun,  the 
Oommander-in-Ohief,  in  his  letter  of  the  29tb 
of  January,  1778,  to  a  committee  of  CongrcsB, 
at  tiie  camp,  said  that  something  must  be  done ; 
important  alterations  must  be  made :  for,  with- 
out it,  if  the  disBoluti«i  of  the  army  sboQld 
not  be  the  consequenoe,  at  least  its  opwatioDi 
mnat  in&Uibly  be  feelue^  laiytWi  and  ineffeo- 


ABBIDOM BNT  07  THB 


IS 


Digitized  by  Google 


SBBATBS  OF  OONGRBSS. 


219 


tuL  Witlioat  at&om,  he  n^d,  an  army  could 
nrt  udit;  and  that  niuer  their  present  embar- 
rMment^  fow  of  them  mmld  be  aUe,  if  will- 
bigi  to  eontimw  In  the  eerrioe  for  the  war.  He 
then  nndertook  to  prove  tiw  neoeiri^  of  half 

Cj  aod  pendooary  establishmeotB.  Few  men, 
said,  are  capable  of  mafcing  continued  sacri- 
fices of  all  views  of  private  interest ;  and  that 
it  was  in  vain  to  excuum  agunst  the  depravitj 
of  baman  nature  on  this  aooonnt;  we  must 
change  the  constitution  of  man  before  we  can 
mike  it  otherwise.  While  an  oflBoer,  instead  of 
guning  aoT  thing,  is  impoverished  by  his  com- 
mianoD,  there  can  be  no  sufficient  tie  npon 
bim;  and  U  would  be  a  comfortless  reflection  . 
to  mj  zun,  that,  after  be  mwr  have  ocmtribnted 
to  secoring  the  rlghtB  of  lus  ooontry,  at  the 
risk  of  his  life  ana  ruin  of  hia  fortune,  there 
woold  be  no  provimon  made  to  prevent  himself 
and  family  from  sinking  into  indigence  and 
wretchedness.  Ifothing,  be  said,  in  his  opin- 
ion, would  serve  more  poweifhlly  to  reanimate 
lli«r  teal  than  half  pay  and  pennwary  estab- 
fishments;  as  it  would^  in  a  great  degree,  re- 
lieve the  painful  anticipation  of  leaving  their 
widows  and  orphans  a  onrthen  on  the  charity 
<tf  their  country ;  aod  it  would  dispel  the  ap- 
preheiuion  of  personal  distress  at  the  termina- 
tion <rf  the  war,  fh»n  having  thrown  tbem- 
adfes  out  of  profiearifHia  and  employments 
vbidi  they  might  not  have  it  In  their  power  to 
iMBDw,  Ha  urged  his  sentiments,  he  ob- 
■erred,  with  the  more  freedmn,  because  he 
coold  not  receive  the  smallest  benefit  from  the 
MUt^sbment. 

CoDgreas  being  inspired  with  the  same  love 
of  ooQQtry,  and.  seeing  the  actual  necessity  of 
the  case,  sgaia,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1779, 
resolved,  "  Tliat  it  be  recommended  to  the  sev- 
«r>l  States  to  grant  half  pay  for  life  to  the  offl- 
tm  who  should  continue  in  the  service  to  the 
ad  of  the  war.''  But  this  reooramendation 
wss  not  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the 
Stttes.  At  this  period,  the  issue  of  the  war 
VM  QooertidD,  and  in  great  danger,  and  the 
uesnaeM  among  the  whole  troopa  hu  beoome 
■Isnuog.  General  Washington  agun,  on  tiie 
>Otb  of  August,  1780,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
PnndeiU  ca  Conpwa,  of  wUoh  the  following 
imaxtraot: 

**  1  eaoDOt  fotbear  ratnnilag,  in  this  place,  to  the 
seecadty  of  a  more  ample  and  eqnal  proviaion  for 
tfe  innjr.  The  disoonteats  on  this  hMd  have  l>een 
gndoallj  matured  to  a  dangeroos  extremity ;  there 
■re  Buuij  symptoms  tliat  alarm  and  distress  me. 
Biuleavors  are  naing  to  noite  both  oflicers  and  men 
in  a  general  refnsaf  of  the  money,  and  some  corps 
ngw  actoallj  decline  reeriring  H.  Every  metliod  has 
l>eea  taken  to  coanteract  It,  because  such  a  combi- 
ntaoa  in  the  army  would  be  a  severe  blow  to  our  de- 
iSjuag  currency ;  the  most  moderate  iiiriat  that  the 
*ccoimta  ef  depreciatioa  ought  to  be  liquidated  at 
■tsted  periods,  and  eerUflcates  riven  by  Oovem- 
nut  for  the  sums  dne.  They  wFu  not  be  satbfled 
^  a  es»ral  decUratfon  that  it  shall  be  made 
Kwd.  TUa  is  one  iastaooe  of  compUnt ;  there  are 
MhaaeqaU^serioaa.  Among  the  moat  sirieai,  is 
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the  ioeqnsUty  ai  proviilim  made  by  the  several 
Statea.  Peuisylvaaia  maintains  her  offloers  in  a 
decent  raanner;  she  has  given  them  half  pay  fbr 
life.  What  a  lUffereDce  between  their  rituation  and 
that  of  the  officers  of  any  other  line  in  the  army  I 
some  of  whom  are  so  actually  destitute  of  clothing 
as  to  he  unfit  for  duty,  and  obliged,  from  that  cause 
alone,  to  confine  tbemselres  to  their  quarters.  I 
have  often  said,  and  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  it,  the 
half  pay  providon  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  politic 
and  efiiKtaal  that  can  be  adopted.  On  the  whole, 
if  something  satisfactory  be  not  done,  the  army,  al- 
ready eo  muqh  reduced  in  officers,  by  d^y  rengna- 
tioQS,  as  not  to  have  a  sufflcdency  to  do  the  common 
duties  of  it,  must  either  oease  to  exist  at  the  end  ot 
the  campaign,  or  it  will  exhibit  an  example  of  more 
viitoe,  ftntitiide,  self-denial,  and  perseverance,  than 
has,  perbipa,  ever  yet  bera  paimlleled  in  the  his- 
tory of  human  enthusiasm.  The  dissolution  of  tho 
army  is  an  event  that  cannot  be  regarded  with  in- 
difference :  it  would  bring  accumulated  distress 
upon  us;  It  would  throw  the  people  of  America  Into 
general  consternation ;  it  would  discredit  our  cause 
tfarouffhont  thewortd;  it  would  shock  our  Allies: 
To  think  of  repladiu[  the  offieeta  with  othen^  la 
visionary ;  the  lOM  ofthe  veteran  soldier  oonld  not 
bereplaoed." 

Shortly  after  tiie  date  of  this  letter,  papw 
money  became  so  bad  that  it  was  no  longer 
offered  in  payment ;  in  this  year,  also,  was  the 
defiidion  of  Amdd,  and  the  foil  of  Charleston. 
Under  these  dnnmistanoes,  and  in  oonsequenoe 
of  the  reoommendations  to  the  Statea  not  being 
complied  with,  and  the  urgent  soiioitations  w 
the  C9ommander-lii-01iief,  Congress  were  in- 
duced, on  the  2lBt  October,  1780,  to  resolve, 
that  half  pay  for  life  be  granted  to  the  officers 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States  who  shall 
oontinne  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
There  were  several  intervening  and  subsequent 
resolves,  all  of  which  need  not  be  referred  to : 
the  resolve  of  1780  being  the  principal  one  by 
which  the  public  futh  of  the  nation  was  sol- 
erooly  tdedgiad,  and  on  the  futhftil  discharge  of 
Uie  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  officers  un- 
der it,  depended  the  lihertiea  and  aalvatwn  of 
the  ooDutry.  Iliis  oompaot  of  the  Qovermneut 
was  noble  and  Just :  it  infoaed,  for  a  time,  a 
spirit  of  contentment  among  the  officers,  bat 
that  was  all:  their  arrearages  remained  un- 
paid, and  th^  aoooonts  unaettled ;  their  dis- 
tresses and  sacrifices  dmly  increased,  and  their 
patience  and  patriotism  had  more  difficulties  to 
encounter  than  had  ever  before  fallen  to  the 
fortune  of  any  army.  For  npwarda  of  two 
years  the  officers  remiuned  withont  any  pay, 
and  they  had  to  procure  their  clothing  by  toeir 
own  means,  and  through  their  friends.  The 
situation  of  the  sokliera  was  something  better, 
as  they  were  provided  whh  dotfaes;  though 
at  thia  period,  their  supply  was  deficient,  still 
there  were  instances  of  their  reftudngto  accept 
of  oommisBtons,  because  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  find  their  own  clothing.  A  description 
of  the  situation  of  the  army  is  given  by  the  offi- 
cers themselves.  In  December,  1 782,  the  officers 
o£  the  army  addressed  Omgrei^  in  behalf  of 
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themMlves  and  their  brethren,  the  soldiers,  to 
■  midEe  manifest  to  Congress  the  distresses  nnder 
whfdi  ihey  labored ;  that  they  bad  straggled 
with  diffitnilties,  year  aftor  year,  under  hopes 
that  each  would  be  the  last,  but  they  had  been 
diswpointed ;  that  their  embarrassments  had 
tiiiokened  so  fast  that  many  of  tiiem  were  un- 
able to  go  farther.  To  prove  their  hardships, 
they  referred  to  the  Paymaster's  accounts  for 
the  last  four  years ;  that,  although  the  States 
heA  ^iven  certificates  for  pay  due,  for  part  of 
-tiie  time,  they  had  sunk  in  valu^  to  little  or 
nothing ;  and.  as  trifling  as  they  were,  many 
had  been  under  the  sad  necessity  of  parting 
with  them  to  prevent  their  families  from  actu- 
ally starving.  They  represented  that  shadows 
'had  been  offered  to  them,  while  the  Hubstance 
liad  been  rieaued  by  o^ers,  and  that  tiieir  dis- 
treflses  had  now  been  brought  to  a  point ;  that 
'^ey  had  borne  all  that  men  could  bear ;  that 
their  property  was  expended,  and  their  re- 
Bourcee  at  an  end ;  and  that  their  friends  were 
wearied  out  with  their  incessant  applications ; 
that  the  uneasiness  of  the  soldiers,  for  want  of 
pay,  was  great  and  dangerous,  and  farther  ex- 
periinents  on  their  patience  might  have  fatal 
effects.  They  descnbed  the  deplorable  situa- 
tion of  the  army,  as  to  rations,  clothing,  and 
"pay.  They  spoke  of  the  half  pay  as  an  honor- 
able and  just  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered, and  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  human  na- 
ture, that  diere  would  be  niHie  so  hardened  in 
the  Bin  of  iugratitnde,  as  to  deny  the  justice  of 
the  reward ;  but  that,  if  otjectlons  to  the  mode 
only  were  raised,  to  preserve  the  harmony  of 
the  oonununity,  they  were  willing  to  com- 
mute the  half  pay  pledged,  for  full  pay  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  or  for  a  sum  in  gross. 
They  entreated  tbi^  Congress,  to  convince  the 
army  and  the  world  that  the  independence  of 
America  should  not  he  placed  on  the  ruins  of 
any  particular  class,  wotdd  point  ont  some 
mode  of  immediate  redress. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  officers  are  notorious.  On  the  2Ist  of 
Ibrch,  1788,  Congress  resolved,  that  five  years* 
finll  pay  ahonld  be  riven  to  the  officers,  in 
mon^,  or  In  secnritiea,  bearing  ui  interest  of 
■ix  per  cent,  per  annum,  as  should  be  most 
convenient  to  Congress,  to  be  paid  as  other 
creditors  of  the  United  States,  in  lien  of  half 
pay  for  life :  provided,  however,  that  this  com- 
mutation be  accepted  by  lines  and  corps,  and 
not  by  officers  individuidly,  and  that  such  ac- 
ceptance or  refusal  should  be  signifled  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  Oongress,  from  the 
lines  under  his  immediate  command,  in  two 
months.  This  reeolntion  depended  entirely  on 
the  success  of  applications  to  be  made  to  the 
respective  States  to  place  fiinda  in  the  power 
of  Congress.  And,  on  the  18th  of  April,  the 
M  of  May,  1788,  and  STth  of  May,  1784,  re- 
solves passed  that  requisitions  should  be  made 
to  the  several  States  to  provide  funds  to  enable 
Congress  to  discharge  the  well-earned  dues  of 
-tiw  armr.  Bat  theie  xeqidritions  of  Oongresi, 
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on  the  several  States,  entirely  fiuled :  so  that, 
contrary  to  the  expectations  of  all  the  parties 
Congress  was  without  any  means  either  to  p<j 
money  for  these  ocmimutation  oertiflcalea,  or  to 
convert  them  Into  securities  which  mnAi  com- 
mand money.  The  resnlt  was  that  noUiing 
was  paid,  and  the  commntatioa  certificates  ^ 
predated  to  al>out  eight  for  one.  This  wts  s 
period  in  which  the  officers  stood  in  the  moit 
urgent  need  of  money ;  as,  in  October,  1781, 
Congress  had  discharged  those  who  had  ben 
engaged  for  the  war.  Thus  was  an  nnpod 
army  dis^rsed,  and  aU  the  cheering  prospects 
with  which  they  had  been  flattered,  by  the  re- 
solves of  1780  and  1768,  at  once  vanished  frmn 
their  sight  Keoeesity  obliged  the  most  of 
them  to  part  with  (li^oertifloates  at  about  em 
yearns  half  pi^.  In  this  emidition  the  siteatioi 
of  the  officers  remaned  for  eight  years^  va!& 
after  tiie  constitatiou  and  the  flmdlng  syit« 
were  established,  when  the  certificates  wm 
funded  in  the  hands  of  the  then  holdera,  at 
three  per  cent  interest  on  tlie  arrears  of  mta- 
est,  and  with  a  suspension  of  interest  on  m»- 
third  of  the  principal  for  ten  years ;  so  thtt 
the  amount  of  stock  received,  reduasd  to  sii 
per  cent,  was  scarcely  equal  to  the  sum  vhid 
would  have  been  payable  at  that  time  for  half 
pay,  under  the  act  of  the  31st  of  Octobff, 
1^.  But  even  this  security  for  their  wage^ 
on  these  nnequal  terms,  came  too  late  for  the 
officers,  as  the  certificates  of  moat  of  tbcm 
were  then  gone  into  the  bands  of  speeulatOTs; 
and  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  regain  then. 
The  Inability  of  the  Government  to  perfona  its 
contract  brought  this  distress  upon  them ;  their 
wants  had  to  be  complied  with  as  far  as  the 
certificates  would  go :  and  to  this,  it  is  to  be 
added,  that,  when  the  army  was  dbbanded,  j 
two  years  of  their  pay  remained  unpaid ;  and  j 
the  evidences  of  these  arrears  had  to  share  the  | 
same  fate  with  the  commutation  certificate!  ; 
The  officers  had  no  control  over  necesaty;  | 
and  nothing  of  their  two  years'  pay  aod  the  ! 
half  pay  fot  life  has  been  e^oyed  by  them,  ex-  j 
cept  t&e  mere  shadow.  This  is  the  dmple  sa^  I 
rative  of  their  case,  aa  It  has  remained  for  op- 
wards  <rf  forty  years. 

After  a  lapse  of  so  many  years,  it  will  resdl 
ty  be  perceived  how  diffiotdt  it  is  to  settle  the 
claims  of  the  Bevolutionaiy  officers  on  SDy 
principle  that  may  be  deemed  accurate,  iiid 
corre^ndiog  with  the  various  views  that  an 
entertained  on  the  subject  The  principle  on 
which  former  committees  have  gone,  is  that  of 
deducting  from  the  arrears  of  half  pay,  com- 
puted from  the  cessation  of  hostilities  to  th« 
present  time,  the  fall  nominal  amount  of  tbs 
commutation  certificates,  and  paying  the  sur- 
viving officers  the  balanoa,  if  it  did  not  exceed 
a  million ;  and  faenc^rward,  during  the  re- 
minder of  their  lives,  paying  the  half  par 
stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  1780.  £ven  this 
mode  of  settlement,  which  is  the  most  faTO^ 
able  to  the  officers  of  any  suggested,  subjects 
than  to  all  the  loisea  oeosriimed  l)y  the  d^r» 
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datioQ  of  tbe  oommntation  oerdflcates.  Aq< 
other  mode  suggests  itself:  that  of  paying  the 
All  amoDDt  of  the  fire  years^  fall  p(^,  with 
ut»est,  as  tbe  officers  in  reaUty  never  received 
it,  and  that  owiiw  to  no  blame  on  their  part. 
Tlie  cliaraotw  m  tbe  aervioe^  ai^  the  happy 
eoDseqneBoea  irhioh  have  flowed  fnm  them, 
calla  our  attcuUon  to  another  mode,  by  which 
tiie  Treasmy  cS  tbe  oonntry  will  lose  nothing ; 
sod  this  oan  mly  be  done  by  calculating,  as 
nearly  as  possibla  the  amonnt  which  the 
Treamry  has  actually  ^ned,  and  it  will  appear 
that  it  amounts,  at  thu  day,  to  a  very  conrid- 
ersble  sum,  oat  of  the  stipends  of  each  snrviv- 
icg  captain  who  served  to  tbe  end  of  tbe  war. 
And  even  this  mode,  which  a  high-minded 
GoTemment  cannot  regard  as  unfair,  leavea  the 
officers  to  bear  the  losses  of  the  commutation 
oertifleatai^  which  they  were  obliged  to  part 
with  in  the  boor  of  their  urgent  need.  In  real- 
ity foe  nothing  mwe  than  aboat  an  anticipation 
of  ime  year's  half  p^.  But  I  will  reftvin,  for 
the  prewnt,  from  «iy  ftirtber  remarks,  or  any 
wdeavor  to  bring  the  case  within  the  roles  of 
acknowledged  law.  It  mast  be  manifest  to 
every  one,  that  the  eqnitable  circnmstancefl  in 
&Tor  of  the  officers  are  strong  and  powerful ; 
and  if  we  oonfioe  ourselves  only  to  the  two 
periods  of  tbe  commutation  certificatei^  and 
tiie  fanding  system,  ample  reasons  may  be  as- 
Rgned  to  snpport  this  eqnitable  claim.  By  the 
fmding  qrstNU,  the  Treaanry  g^ned,  by  bqs- 
paiding  interest  on  one-third  of  the  principal 
wr  ten  years,  and  by  paying  <mly  three  per 
woL  intereat  on  the  arrears  of  interest ;  but 
the  principles  of  e^uify  do  not  stop  here ;  It 
Tu  the  nnderstandmg  of  the  reacdva  <^  1^8, 
tlut  the  offloera  sfaonld  receive  money,  or  cer- 
tificates which  would  be  equivalent  to  money : 
this  was  their  expectation ;  this  formed  the  in- 
daoement  for  tne  acceptance,  by  lines  and 
ewpa,  of  these  certificates ;  for  it  is  not  con- 
ttivable  that  men  in  their  senses  would  agree 
to  receive  a  leas  som  for  a  greater,  unless  the 
Imer  smn  was  to  be  paid  in  easb,  w  better 
Mcnrsd. 

The  dijeet  waa,  to  place  some  fimds  In  the 
luads  of  ih»  officers,  who  were  then  abont  to 
ebaoge  tbetr  sltnation  from  a  military  to  a  civil 
Hfe,  to  emable  them  to  commence  in  dvU  ocou- 
ptiims.  This  was  their  understanding;  but 
thia  reasonablfl  expeotetion  was  soon  baffled. 
The  money  waa  not  pud — ^the  security  was  not 
mcreesed— and  the  certificates  sunk  to  a  trifle. 
The  officers  bad  nothing  In  their  power  bnt  to 
witness  this  new  disappointment  which  de- 
Mroyed  all  hopes  of  their  stipulated  reward, 
vlueh  they  had  earned,  by  sacriflclng  the  best 
part  of  th^  lives  in  an  arduous  and  bloody 
war  of  eight  years.  The  InaUlity  on  the  part 
<tftlM  Qoveniment  to  perlbnn  its  contract, 
wnpcfledthe  efflona  to  part  with  their  certifl- 
(»te^  at  the  reduced  prloei  lhat  have  been 
DMtitaied.  To  the  gam  of  the  Government, 
by  BDspendiog  hiterrat  on  one-third  of  the 
prindpal  for  tflD  Tcar^  and  ftnkUng  the  anears 


of  interrat,  at  an  interest  of  three  per  cent., 
ought,  on  principles  of  foimess  and  equity,  to 
be  added  a  sum  equivalent  to  their  many  dis- 
appointments. 

The  committee,  in  reviewing  the  various  as- 
pects which  the  subject  presented,  found  a  dif- 
ficulty to  determine  wut  course  to  pnrsne; 
especially  as  the  snbjeot,  on  tbe  ground  tit  con- 
tract, had  been  twice  repented  to  the  Honae, 
and  not  sostuned. 

It  was  conolnded,  upon  the  whole,  that  it 
would  be  best  to  grant  a  sum  in  gross,  to  be 
divided  among  the  offioers  who  are  living,  and 
to  dose  tiie  doors  against  all  future  claims. 
This  mode,  it  was  thought,  would,  better  than 
any  other,  accommodate  itself  to  the  various 
opinions  entertiuned  on  the  subject,  some  being 
founded  on  contract,  some  on  the  principle  m 
equity,  and  some  in  favor  of  a  gratuitous  grant. 
This  opiidon  was  also  strengthened  by  the  cir- 
ctimstance,  that  all  previous  laws  on  tbe  sub- 
ject of  penrioms,  had  been  confined  to  tbe  liv^ 
in^,  and  that  notiiing  bad  been  extended  to 
heirs  or  representatives,  which  woold  lead  to 
great  extent  and  uncertainty ;  and,  as  the  chil- 
dren cannot  be  young,  they  may  be  presumed 
to  be  able  to  maintain  themselves,  and  can 
found  no  claim  except  on  strict  right.  And  in 
convermng  on  this  subject  with  many,  it 
seemed  to  be  a  prevailing  sentiment,  that  a  re- 
spectable sTun  in  gross 'should  be  awarded,  to 
be  divided  amMig  uiem  according  to  th^  ooup 
tinental  rank  and  yearly  pay. 

Mr.  HiMFHux  concluded  fay  nundng  to  fl& 
the  blank  fbr  the  appropriaHon  with  the  words 
"  one  million  of  dollars.'* 

A  debate  now  commenced,  which  oontinned 
till  four  o'clock,  in  which  Messrs.  Alstoit, 
MrroBXix,  of  Tennessee,  and  UoOot,  opposed, 
and  Messrs.  Smtth,  AvDntaov,  Bun,  Eenu. 
DwioBT,  BvcHAiTAir,  aud  HnHPBBBT,  advocated 
the  bill. 

The  following  are  the  remarka  of  Mr.  Suns 

in  snpport  of  the  bill : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Before  the  sense  of  tbe  com- 
mittee is  taken  upon  this  talL  I  must  be  in- 
dulged with  a  very  brief  ezpontion  the  rea- 
sons which  have  indooed  me  to  g^ve  it  my  sup- 
port The  right  of  the  claimants  to  its  benefita, 
IS  founded  upon  a  sdemn  contract,  solemn^ 
and  deliberately  entered  into,  between  the  o^ 
cers  of  tbe  Revolutionary  army  and  their  Gov- 
ernment. The  evidence  of  this  contract  (ren- 
dered peculiarly  obligatory  by  the  uigency  of 
tbe  occasion  which  prodnced  it)  is  to  be  found 
in  a  resolve  adopted  by  Oongress  in  the  month 
of  October,  1780,  granting  to  the  ofBcers  of  the 
army  who  should  continue  in  service  to  tbe 
close  of  tbe  war,  half  pay  for  life.  This  re- 
solve constitutes  the  basis  of  the  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  grant,  and  of  the  right  of 
the  officer  to  ree^ve^  tiie  atimiUted  ooimwnsfr* 
tion.  That  we  may,  Mr.  OhidTman,  form  % 
Juster  eonceptioD  til  the  solcnmit7  of  this  con- 
tract, and  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  par- 
ties to  it,  it  magr  not  be  im^t^er,  perhaps  to 
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advert,  for  a  ringle  moment,  to  the  cirenm- 
stances  which  preceded  and  led  to  the  adoption 
of  the  resolve  just  indicated.  The  pecuniary 
embarrassment  of  the  Qovemment,  connected 
with  onr  Buooeesful  reustanoe  to  British  tyran- 
ny and  oppression,  is  a  fact  of  nnivereal  noto- 
riety. It  forms  a  prominent  feature  in  that 
ever-memorable  Btmggle,  and  imparts  addi- 
tional Instre  to  its  happy  temdnation.  Were  it 
neoeaaary  to  flirniBh  evidence  ot  the  fact.  I 
oonld  mieal  to  the  reoorded  hiaUvr  c€  thai 
eventflil  confliot  and  to  the  (inr  snrTiTiDg  wit- 
nesses who  yet  linger  smong  ns,  exhibiting,  in 
their  persons,  the  monmfbl  evidenoee  of  do- 
parted  strength,  bnt  whose  memories  still  re- 
t0in  the  strongest  reooUeotion  of  the  deeply 
interesting  events  of  a  period  infinitely  the 
most  important  in  the  annals  of  the  world.  In 
their  personal  snfferings  and  privations,  yon 
wonld  find  abundant  proof  of  toe  very  limited 
means  of  the  Government.  It  is  true,  their 
wants  were  bnt  few,  bnt,  few  as  they  were, 
they  oonld  not  command  t^e  scanty  means  ue- 
oessarj  to  sapply  Qxtm.  What  were  the  conse- 
qnenoes  of  thu  state  o£  things  f  JtesignattonB 
were  freqnent,  the  public  service  abandoned, 
and  a  dissolntion  of  the  army  serionslj  appre- 
hended. The  crisis  was  tm^  alarming.  The 
evil,  big  with  danger  to  the  best  and  brightest 
hopes  of  the  patriot,  demanded  an  immediate 
and  efficient  remedy.  Che  Father  of  his  Goon- 
try,  always  cool  and  collected  in  the  midst  of 
^fficulties,  and  equal  to  every  trial,  correctly 

Spreciating  the  magnitude  of  the  evil,  and 
a  fearful  result  it  portended,  snggested  the 
propw  corrective.  He  recommendra  to  Oon- 
greas  the  adwtaicm  of  the  vnj  meaaoie  whidh 
b  the  fbmidatuHi  of  the  |veaent  claim,  la  obe- 
dience to  this  reoommandatioD,  which  alike 
comports  with  the  dictates  of  jnstloe  and  ezpe- 
^noy,  GoogresB,  in  the  month  of  October, 
1760,  resolved,  "that  such  officers  as  should 
oontinne  in  the  military  service  of  the  country 
to  the  close  of  the  war,  should  be  eotitled  to 
half  pay  for  life."  This  provision  was  ten- 
dered to,  and  accepted  by,  the  officers,  individ- 
nally,  and  thus  was  a  contract,  solemnly,  delib- 
erately, and  voluntarily  entered  into,  between 
them  and  their  Government.  The  Government 
promised  a  oompeosation  which  would  render 
the  veteran  in  its  service  comfortable  in  the 
winter  of  old  age,  and,  in  oonridavtlon  of  thia 
promise,  he  pledged  the  best  services  of  his 
best  days  to  tne  cod  of  ^e  contest  What  en- 
gagement more  obligatorj^I  What  contract 
oonld  create  a  clearer  right,  or  impose  a 
atronger  obligation  I  In  my  hnmble  judgment, 
none.  The  services  of  the  officer  were  indis- 
pensable in  the  vindication  and  m^ntenance  of 
our  just  rights ;  his  skill  and  experience  neces- 
sary in  conducting  the  war  to  a  safe  and  hon- 
orable termination — the  establidmient  of  Ka- 
tional  Independence.  On  the  part  of  the  offi- 
cer, the  promised  reward  cheered  his  hopes, 
and  animated  his  exertions.  He  looked  with 
confidence  to  il^  u  the  auana  which  would 


Erotect  him  from  penuir  and  want,  when  time 
ad  wasted  his  strength,  and  disqualified  him 
from  engaging  in  the  bu^  scenes  and  active 
pursnits  of  life.  I  repeat  it,  therefore,  Uiat  no 
contract  is  more  aolemn,  whether  we  regard 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  made,  or 
the  objects  intended  to  be  accomplidied.  Let 
us  then  briefly  inquire  into  the  manner  in 
which  this  ctmtract  naa  been  performed  by  the 
r^^ective  parties  to  it.  By  the  ofiBcer,  bow 
has  it  be»  perfimned  I  For^^ng  all  the  eoan- 
forta  of  Ills  fireside^  and  the  endeameiits  of 
domestic  life,  he  has  exeented  it  to  the  very 
letter^he  haa  exeented  it  in  toSi  and  in  softe- 
ing;  many  a  well-foagbt  battle,  sacoeenve 
days,  which  ever  found  him  at  his  post  in  the 
midst  of  danger,  and  sleepless  nights,  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  fact  His  blood  fnniished  booor- 
able  and  impressive  testimony  of  futhfiil  ser- 
vice. Indeed,  every  leaf  of  our  Bevolutionary 
history  discloses  some  splendid  instance  of  h^ 
devotion  to  the  great  cause  of  Liberty.  In  a 
word,  his  services  were  not  grudgingly  oon- 
tribnted,  bat  nalonsly  and  honestly  rendered, 
not  for  a  month  or  year,  but  to  the  end  of  the 
conflict  Permit  me  now  to  ask,  whether  the 
Government  has  performed  its  mirt  of  die  «Ri- 
tract  ?  Has  the  original  stipulation  been  car- 
ried into  execution,  according  to  its  true  inteat 
and  meaning!  Has  the  pledged  futh  of  the 
nation  been  redeemed  t  How  can  these  ques- 
tions be  answered,  without  involving  the  Gov- 
ernment and  nation  in  a  charge  of  tlie  grosmt 
injustice  ?  Satisfaction,  sir,  has  been  too  long 
delayed.  Tears  have  gone  by,  and  most  tu 
our  Bcvdntiouary  heroes  have  desoended  to 
the  tomb :  and  yet  tiie  contract  nmaiDB  to  be 
exerated  on  the  part  <tf  the  Gorerameid.  Can 
we  shield  oursdves  atpunst  tha  demand,  nader 
the  plea  of  t^c  statnte  of  limitationi  t  It  is 
not,  and  will  not  be  pretended,  that  we  can, 
and,  if  we  oonld,  who  is  there  willii^  to  rely 
upon  it  t  Not  one  member  of  this  committee, 
I  am  satisfied.  Can  we  claim  the  ben^t  of 
a  release  t  How,  and  in  what  manner,  have 
we  been  released  from  our  obligations  ?  Does 
the  resolve  of  1788,  substitnting  the  five  years* 
full  pay  for  tiie  half  pay  for  life,  operate  a  dis- 
charge of  our  undertaking  f  This  reeolve,  at 
first  view,  eertiunly  looks  something  like  a  dis* 
cha^;  but  a  little  reflection  wiU,  I  think, 
correct  thia  first  impresrion.  The  dectton 
^ven  by  it,  either  to  take  tiie  five  years*  foil 
pay,  or  the  half  pay  for  life,  was  to  be  made, 
not  by  the  officers  individually,  but  by  lines 
and  corps.  This  election  by  lines,  I  ccmtend,  is 
a  palpable  departure  fW>m  the  terms  of  the 
original  contract,  and  furnishes  no  bar  to  the 
claim.  I  lay  it  down  as  an  incootrovertiUa 
position,  that  the  obligation  of  a  ocHitract  can 
only  be  dissolved  by  the  same  power  which 
created  it  The  parties  mnst  be  the  same,  md 
in  a  situation  to  fp^ve,  or  withhold,  their  assent, 
as  whim,  or  c^ricc,  or  thur  unbiassed  jndg- 
menti^  in»  direct  raiDoiliile  ia  too  obvi- 
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here  or  eliewhere.  Let,  then,  thii  Tmirenil^ 
admitted  prindple  be  applied  to  the  present 
qoestuHi,  and,  ouleu  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  it 
inH  i^year  QondnrfTdy,  that  the  right  of  the 
turino^  offloen  of  the  Rerohition,  to  the  half 
ftj  for  life,  is  tuuffeeted  hj  the  aoceptanoa,  bj 
corp^  of  the  five  Tears'  fall  pay.  The  original 
ftipniation  waa  with  the  officers  of  the  army, 
indiriduaUy.  The  provldon  was  tendered,  not 
to  lines,  bat  to  officers,  in  their  indiTidoal  oa- 
Mcitiea,  and,  in  that  way,  aooapted  by  them. 
With  what  propriety,  then,  can  it  be  Hud,  that 
a  oootnet,  thns  formed,  can  be  dissolved  in 
iDj  other  mode  t  How  can  the  novel  and  ex- 
traw^aary  poaiUon  be  m^tained,  that  A's 
rights  vaa^  aiid  can  be  aorrendered  by  B,  0, 
ud  withoot  his  oonseiit  and  anthoriUt 
The  tbiiig  la  impoarible,  sir.  It  cannot  be 
dose.  Saoh  a  doctrine  wonld  ooantenanoe  the 
groneat  iqjnstioe,  and  do  violenee  to  erery 
tsaa's  ooomMm  aense.  Tet  thia  violence  and 
iiyBstice  will  be  done,  if  it  be  admitted  that 
the  aeceptanoe  by  linea  has  eztingniahed  the 
bdiTidaal  right  of  each  individnu  officer  of 
the  army,  lulanM  voUn$.  Bat  the  eommittee 
vill  not,  I  am  sore,  lend  ita  aid  in  bringing 
iboQt  so  startling  a  reanlt. 

Mr.  AvDutsoH  followed  Hr.  Smith,  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee  in  the  following  terms : 

I  un  w«a  aware  of  the  Importance  oi  time 
to  ths  eommittee,  at  thia  late  of  the  aes- 
aon,  aod  of  their  impatieooe,  and  shall  oontsnt 
Byself  wiUk  a  very  few  obswvaticns  on  the  bill 
BOW  b^m  as,  trusting  it  will  find  advocates 
on  this  floor,  not  only  disposed,  bnt  far  mon 
able  than  myself  to  do  ample  jnrtice  to  its 
ueritiL  It  would  be  a  nscdess  waste  of  words, 
ud  what  now  is  much  more  important,  of 
time,  to  go  throagh  a  recitation  of  the  saori- 
ficea,  sa&rings,  and  gallant  services  of  these 
vortfay  petitioners;  they,  in  fiust,  oonstitnte 
the  history  of  onr  Revelation,  and  have  be- 
CODM  famUiar  to  as  all,  even  from  onr  cradles. 
Nor  will  I  det^a  the  committee  by  any  aign- 
to  ahow  the  relative  tiAU  and  oUigft- 
tiona  that  attftohed  to  the  daunanta,  and  were 
hnpossd  on  tlie  Gonmment,  by  tin  reserves 
of  1T80  and  *S8.  All  theea  tigfata,  and  tiie  ob- 
liptioiis,  moral  and  legal,  resoltii^  from  these 
lenlves,  were  ably,  and  with  grwt  aoeoraoy 
of  detail,  laid  befcm  ns  by  the  gentieman  fhnn 
Pmnsyl^nia,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Com- 
Bihtee. 

Ve  aQ  admit  their  services ;  we  admit  they 
Boblj  earned  the  promised  reward;  and,  rir, 
ve  are  compelled  to  admit,  too,  ^tiat  this  re- 
vird  has  been  to  them,  tiias  a  reward  of 
pranisee  only — mere  emptf^  onradMnied  |wom- 
IM,  and  nothing  else. 

Ibesa  men,  or  most  of  them,  left  the  flnny 
poor— poor,  too,  in  coDseqnenoe  <ii  the  veiy 
•errices  they  had  bo  fhithrally  rendered  tbaur 
conntay;  and  have  oontinned  oompwativ^ 
poor  to  this  day. 

And  what,  is  the  cause  of  thnr  oontin- 
Btdpovar^a^dlBtreasI  Kot  that  th<7  wen 


deetitate  at  talents,  fbrtitode,  and  temperance ; 
for  all  these  th«y  were  eminentiy  distinguished. 
Neither  will  it  be  deided  that  they  are,  and 
ever  have  been,  among  the  nomber  of  oar  most 
worthy  and  indnrtriotu  dtisena.  Why,  then, 
have  they  oontinned  laboring  aninat  tiie  tidcL 
and  stn^n^ing  with  poverty,  while  all  aroand 
them,  of  nke  praiseworthy  habits,  bot  of  far 
lesa  abilities,  have  placed  themselves  be;r<™^ 
the  reach  oi  wantt  The  answer  is  obvions. 
That  period  of  their  lives,  the  period  that  fixes 
the  habits  and  coarse  of  bnuness  on  os  all,  and 
enables  na,  while  onr  wants  are  few,  to  aoca- 
mnlate  a  rand  that  shall  keep  in  advance  of  onr 
subsequent  Increaung  expenses,  yon  required  of 
than  for  your  swvioe ;  and  for  a  service,  too, 
that,  above  all  others,  pecoliarly  diaqaalifies 
nm  for  tiie  sooceaafnl  mrmit  of  the  ordinary 
oMiosras  of  Ufe.  And,  shr,  had  yon,  when 
these  aervioea  were  ovei^when  yon  no  Iraiger 
bad  an  enemy  to  meet — ^whoi  they  hiad 
achieved  all  yon  ever  eneoted  or  wished— 
when  the  oondition  on  their  part  had  been 
finthfally  performed,  and  their  right  to  the  re- 
ward had  rested  and  become  absolute — had 
yon  then  made  good  yonr  engagements,  these 
men  would  now  be  in  a  very  diSerent  utaa- 
tion.  Their  half  pay  for  life  woold  have  ren- 
dered their  Journey  easy,  not  only  from  the 
dose  of  the  war  to  this  time,  bat  through  the 
remainder  of  their  days.  Let  na  look,  for  a 
moment,  to  the  i«ooms  by  which  they  were 
divested  nf  these  annaities,  to  which  they  had 
beoome  feiriy  and  oomi^etdy  entitied.  I  mean 
the  mnch-tuked-of  oommntation  act  of  17B8. 
In  oontidmtion  that  they  would  release  yoxt 
from  tluae  annuities,  you  promised  to  give 
them  five  years*  full  pay  in  money,  or  stock 
bearing  interest,  to  be  equivalent  to  money. 
The  prqect  was  entirely  your  own,  and  these 
very  petitionera,  being  tiie  younger  part  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  were,  in  a  measure,  forced 
into  its  acceptance. 

The  act  itself  w«b  arbitraiy  and  coercive.  It 
did  not  leave  the  cheers  free  to  act  to  exerotsa 
thdr  own  judgment,  and  indivi^DUtUy  to  dedde 
whether  tuey  wonld  accept  or  r^eot  its  pro- 
visions, bnt  confined  its  acceptanee  to  lines  and 
corps—tberel^  placing  it  in  the  power  of  a  few 
prominent  oomnundm,  in  eAet,  to  decide  for 
a  whole  line  or  corps.  Oovemment  well  knew 
this  five  years'  pay  was  altogether  an  ioade* 

auate  consideration  for  the  annuities  to  bo  re- 
nquished;  they  knew,  too,  that  the  officers 
were  destitute  and  their  families  suffering; 
and,  above  all,  they  and  the  world  knew, 
that  the  recommendation  of  their  great  Com- 
mander had  the  force  of  law  upon  a  m^ority 
of  every  line  and  coros  in  tiie  army.  Hence  it 
waa  that  this  goldoi  bait  was  held  ont  to  these 
half-femiahed  men ;  it  was  to  be  cash  in  hand, 
or  such  stock  as  shonld  be  eqidvalrat  \  it  was 
to  enable  them  at  once  advantageonaly  to  es- 
tablish themselves  in  civil  pursuits ;  it  woidd 
afford  immediate  relief  to  their  pressing  necea- 
dties^  and,  mon  than  all  the  xea^  it  had  tha 
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approbation  of  Hieir  Ownmander,  whose  imdg- 
meat  they  coald  oot  doubt.  Still  it  was  a  sao- 
lifioe;  even  had  it  been  ponetnally  paid,  it  was 
well  lEDown  to  be  £ir  short  of  a  fair  compensa- 
tion for  the  annnitjes ;  individual  election  was, 
therefore,  taken  away,  and  nothing  bat  habit- 
ual compliance  with  the  requests  of  their  Gov- 
ernment^ and  the  well-known  wishes  of  their 
Ooraraander,  together  with  an  entire  unshaken 
confidence  and  belief  of  Immediate  payment, 
oould  have  indaoed  them  to  part  with  a  greater 
good  for  one  so  mndi  leas.  Oommatation  aer- 
nflcates  are  at  last  aooepted  by  lines  and  corps 
— Government^  and  not  the  officers,  being 
judges  of  this  aooeptaoce.  And  how,  then, 
did  they  standi  why,  Government  had  re- 
deemed, or,  rather,  at  a  disooont  of  two-sev- 
enths, had  purchased  in,  tbeee  promked  annui- 
ties, by  a  new  promise — ^whioh  last  promise 
was,  at  all  events,  to  be  cash  forthwith. 

The  officers  then  held  Government's  notes 
for  two,  three,  or  nine  thousand  dollars,  re- 

rtiveiy,  according  to  their  rank,  received  in 
ftill  feith  that  they  were  to  be  immediately 
equal  to  so  much  q>ecie.  And  what  were  they 
in  reality  wwth  t  Scaroely  as  many  hnndreda 
at  yon  had  proniiaed  the  thonaands.  Ther^ 
poor,  and  their  ftmiliea  destitute  and  depend- 
ent instead  of  their  three  or  fbnr  thousand 
dollars,  to  relieve  immediate  wants,  and  estab- 
lish themselves  in  civil  pnrsnita,  as  you  had 
promised,  and  they  had  every  reason  to  expect, 
found,  to  tbeir  sorrow  and  utter  confttsion,  that 
tiie  whole  was  scarcely  equal  to  UtitAr  wants  for 
a  single  year. 

Buch,  in  fact,  was  the  operation  of  this  com- 
mutation, that  all  they  ever  realized  for  their 
half  pay  for  life,  amounted  to  leas  than  full  pay 
for  eight  months. 

All  this  they  bore  wil^  scarcely  a  murmur ; 
they  had  learned  to  be  quiet  under  every  saori- 
fim  and  privadon ;  they  thought  Government 
then  could  do  no  better ;  they  forebore  In  its 
need,  and  were  silent  from  the  purest  motives. 
And  now,  shall  we  set  up  time  in  bar  of  their 
daim,  and  say  to  them,  w^e  hold  yon  to  the 
strictest  letter  of  the  contract  f  Although  we 
run  down  our  own  paper,  and  forced  you  to 
part  with  it  for  a  mere  song;  although  we  took 
advantage  of  its  depres^on,  and  bought  it  in  at 
an  immense  discount,  and  our  Treasury  holds 
over  two  millions  of  dollars  speculated  out  of 
you,  in  these  very  certificates — ^yet,  admitting 
all  thi&  we  will  not  pay  you  a  single  dollar. 
Will  this  be  treating  them  honestly  ?  To  say 
nothing  of  gratitude  or  generomty,  will  it  be 
treating  them  as  one  honest  man  treats  anoth- 
er  ?  Shall  wc,  a  rich,  geuerons,  and  powerful 
nation,  as  we  daily  call  ourselves — a  nation, 
too,  by  the  sacrifices,  sufferings,  and  valor  of 
these  very  men — ^because  they  have  suffered 
under  our  injustice  for  more  than  forty  years, 
now  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  petition,  and  say, 
it  is  an  old  story ;  we  have  your  receipts,  and 
shall  hold  you  to  strict  legal  right)  Might 
they  not  jtatiy  turn  upon  ns  and  inqoire, 


whether,  in  the  hour  of  the  nation's  went  ud 
peril,  when  they  were  rich  in  all  the  wealth  we 
wished  to  find  in  them — courage,  patriotifm, 
and  strength — they  ever  held  the  Govemtneat 
to  the  tetter  of  tiie  ctmtract  with  Uiem  t  Did 
they  ever  refuse  to  march  or  meet  the  enetn;, 
because  they  were  not  paid  and  fed  as  the  Gov- 
ernment haid  promised?  It  is  true,  General 
Wa^ington  infonns  us,  that,  so  miserably  voa 
they  dad,  they  refused  to  meet  or  see  their 
friends,  but  nevu' th^  enemy.  And,Br,vlM8 
the  war  was  over— when  they  bad  oonqamd 
peace,  and  won  a  nation  by  uar  vslor— vlia 
they  had  the  power  In  their  own  hsnds-^ 
they,  even  then,  though  insidiously  advised  w 
to  do,  hold  the  Government  to  the  letter  of  the 
omtractf  In  fine,  sir,  go  through  the  bistorr 
of  tiie  Bevolution,  you  will  not  find  aninnaiut 
where  the  good  of  their  country's  service  bii 
not  outweighed,  with  them,  every  private  «bi« 
sideration.  It  exhibits  a  couUaued  series  d 
concessions  on  the  port  of  the  army,  to  the 
wants  (MT  the  Government  for  promises  oera 
fulfilled.  They  uniformly  yielded  as  the  Gov* 
emment  requested,  and  all  they  ever  yet  hare 
reodved  is  unperformed  wnoises  and  starnng 
resolves  of  gratitude ;  and  all  they  now  tA  ii 
a  part  on^  of  what  your  Treaanry  hai  nude 
by  a  forced,  unequal  bargain ;  not  whst  thcjr 
have  lost  by  your  total  failure  to  meet  your 
engagements,  but  what  your  Treasury  bu  8> 
touly  saved  and  made  at  their  expense.  The 
country  now  is  abundantly  able,  and,  I  am  lat* 
isfied,  is  anxious,  that  these  claims  shoald  be 
not  only  equitably,  but  generoualy  adjusted. 
Suppose,  sir,  these  certificates  bad  not  been  I 
ihinaed,  and  the  officers  now  held  them,  sad  | 
had  endorsed  every  dollar  and  cent  GoTeiu-  I 
ment  evo'  pdd  for  them,  and  jeA  a  balanos 
remained  doe— is  there  a  man  in  this  natiMi  | 
who  would  say  sndlt  balance  oug^t  not  to  be  i 
paid  ?  I  believe  not.  And  yet,  as  respects  the  | 
Government  and  these  certificates,  this  is  the  j 
precise  case.  And  a  part  only  of  this  balanoe 
IS  all  the  petitioners  now  ask,  and  is  what  tbe 
bill  now  before  us  proposes  to  grant.  It  is,  to 
be  sure,  but  a  mite  compared  with  what  tbey 
ought  and  would  have  received,  had  GoTera-  '■ 
ment  made  good  their  contract  by  the  huaeA 
payment  of  the  annuitiee  by  a  full  and  season- 
able redemption  of  their  certificates,  as  vas 
promised  and  expected.  It  has  been  sud,  if 
we  grant  tlie  prayer  of  tiicse  survivws,  *• 
shall  have  the  widows  and  h^rs  of  the  de- 
ceased upon  OS.  This,  nr.  is  not  an  argimiHit 
against  tlie  equity  of  the  ciidm.  The  objecticn 
is  imaginary ;  it  is  a  consequence  that  may  or 
may  not  result  from  the  passage  of  the  bill  ^ 
and  when  tlie  case  shall  come  before  Congress, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  consider  it.  But 
even  were  it  certain  uaat  we  should  be  called 
on  by  the  heirs  of  the  deceased,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  distinction  between  personal  and  hered- 
itary merit,  is  it  a  sound  reason  for  not  doiag 
jnstice  to  such  as  have  already  applied  (  It  is 
saying  we  awe  one  thousand  powHts;  four 
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Inmdrad  have  ai^i«d  for  pty ;  if  we  p«7  these, 
ponbl^  soDW  «  the  remaiuiog  At  hundred 
*P^)  and  WB  shall  be  obl^ed  to  par  &U 
oar  houit  creditore ;  therefi^  it  is  JnEt,  hoQ- 
Nt,  hottortUe^  and,  abore  all,  it  is  expedient^ 

topS7  DOM. 

It  wiD  be  recollected  that  the  whole  arm;, 
incloding  officers  and  men,  at  the  dose  of  the 
WIT,  amoanted  to  little  more  than  thirteen 
tfaooBsnd ;  and  tt  is  to  these  officers  only  that 
th«  rwolve  of  1780  extended.  It  is  not,  there- 
fon,  to  be  supposed,  that  more  than  one  thon- 
■od  dainunts  under  this  act,  of  every  deeorip- 
tioo,  faidnding  snrrirors,  widows,  and  heira. 
eoold  be  found  to  apply ;  so  th^  should  all 
oome  in,  they  will  hudly  take  from  the  Treas- 
vj  the  lom  it  has  gained  by  the  oommntation, 
nor  win  it  be  w  greaUy  impoTOTiabed  as  gen- 
flemen  may  inwgm*.  And  whaterer  debt  it 
mi^  leave  as  to  p^,  I  woold  KXmer  incnr  it 
thffi  let  this  opportnni^  of  evincing  the  na- 
tkm^sJoBtioe  and  gratitiide  pass  nnitoproved. 

In  sdvocating  ue  cl^m  of  the  offioeor,  I  am 
Dot  nnmlndfol  oi  the  private  soldier.  Host 
hMrtily  shall  I  ^ve  the  bill  for  their  relief  my 
ni^rt,  when  it  oomes  before  ns;  and  saoh 
SeoeroDB  relief  aa  may  be  eondstent  with  oar 
neana,  I  trust  will  be  extended  to  the  deserv- 
iDSpstriotB  of  the  Revolotionary  armies. 

Mi.  BuoBAVAir  raoke  as  foUowa : 

Ui.  Ott^naan :  It  is  with  extreme  nine- 
liDoe  I  rise  at  UiIb  time  to  address  yon.  I 
isn  made  no  pr^Miation  to  speak,  exoept  that 
if  eueftilly  reading  the  doonments  which  have 
been  laid  upon  onr  tables ;  but  a  crisis  seems  to 
luT«  irrived  in  this  debate,  when  the  friends  of 
tbe  bill,  if  ever,  must  oome  forward  in  its  snp- 
port  I  do  not  conrider  that  the  claim  of  uie 
cl^xa  of  the  Bevolotion  rests  upon  gratitude 
■lone.  It  is  not  an  ap^wal  to  your  generosity 
odIt  ;  bat  to  your  jostioe.  Ton  owe  t^em  a 
mt,  io  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word ;  and  of 
s  nature  so  meritorious,  that,  if  yon  shall  re- 
fm  to  pay  it,  the  nation  will  be  di^raced. 
Fmnedy,  when  their  claim  was  presented  to 
CongTesB,  we  had,  at  least,  an  apol<q^  tar  re- 
jming  it.  The  ooontry  was  not  then  in  a  don- 
dttim  to  disefaargB  this  debt,  without  inoon- 
mumce.  But  now,  after  forty  years  have 
(hpaed  riaee  ita  ereation,  with  a  Treasury 
overflowing,  and  a  national  debt  so  diminished, 
that,  with  ordinary  economy,  it  mast  in  a  very 
fev  rears,  be  discharged,  these  officers,  the 
r^cs  of  that  band  which  achieved  your  inde- 
pudenoe,  agun  present  themselves  before  yon, 
■ad  sgun  adc  yon  for  josUce.  They  do  not  ask 
TOO  to  be  guieroa*— they  do  not  ask  yon  to  be 
psteftil— but  the^  ask  yon  to  pay  the  debt 
vhidi  was  the  pnce  of  your  independence.  I 
it  a  debt,  nr ;  and  it  la  one  founded  upon 
i  must  solemn  eontraoL  with  which  these  offi- 
wrs  have  complied,  both  in  ita  letter  and  In  its 
qiirit;  whilst  you  have  violated  all  its  obUga- 

tWM. 

Let  OS  spend  a  few  moments  in  tracing  the 
marj  of  thla  daim.  It  arose  oat  of  the  db- 
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ta«ases  of  the  Continental  anny,  during  the 
Bev<dutionary  war ;  and  the  utter  l&aUB^  of 
the  Government,  at  that  ttme,  to  relieve  them. 
What,  t&r,  was  the  situation  of  that  army, 
when  it  hty  encamped  at  the  Valley  Forget 
They  were  naked,  and  hnngry,  and  barefoot. 
PestUeno©  and  fiunine  stalked  abroad  throngh 
the  camp.  The  first  blaze  of  patriotism  which 
had  animated  the  country,  and  ftimished  the 
army  with  its  officers,  had  began  to  die  away. 
These  officers  perceived  that  the  contest  woold 
be  long,  and  bloody,  and  donbtfnl.  They  had 
felt,  by  sad  experience,  that  the  depreciated 
pay  which  they  receiveo,  so  far  from  enabling 
them  to  impart  assistaDoe  to  their  wives  and 
children,  or  hoard  up  any  thing  for  fhturity, 
was  not  suffident  to  ■opPv  own  absolute 
and  immediate  wants.  Placed  In  this  ritoation, 
Hmj  were  duly  sending  in  their  resignations, 
and  abandoning  the  caase  of  thdr  coontry. 
Jn  this  alarming  rarisis,  Wadiingtcm  earnest^ 
recommended  to  Oongress  to  grant  the  officers 
half  pay,  to  commence  after  the  close  of  the 
contest,  as  the  only  remedy  for  these  evils, 
within  their  power.  The  coantry  was  not  then 
able  to  remunerate  the  officers  fOr  the  immense 
and  aneqnal  sacrifices  which  they  were  making 
in  its  cause.  All  that  it  coold  then  do  was  to 
present  them  a  prospect  of  happier  days  to 
come,  on  which  h^.  might  rest.  With  this 
view,  Congress,  in  Hay,  1788,  adopted  a  reso- 
lutioB  allowing  the  offioen^  who  shotdd  ocm- 
ttnae  in  service  the  end  of  the  war,  half 
pay  for  seven  years.  This  resolntion  prodneed 
but  a  partial  efi^  upon  the  army.  The  time 
of  its  continuance  wu  to  be  bat  short;  and 
there  were  conditions  annexed  to  it,  which,  in 
many  cases,  would  have  rendered  it  entirely 
inoperative. 

In  Aagast,  1779,  Congress  tmia  acted  upon 
this  subject,  and  resolved,  "  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  to  grant  half  pay 
for  life  to  the  officers  who  should  continue  in 
the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war."  This  re- 
commendation was  diw^arded  by  every  State 
in  th«  Union,  with  one  exception ;  and  I  fsd 
proud  that  Pennsylvania  was  that  State.  She 
not  only  granted  hatf  pay  for  life,  to  the  offi- 
cers of  her  own  line,  bat  she  famished  them 
with  clothing  and  with  provisions.  Thus, 
when  the  General  Government  became  unable 
to  discharge  its  doty  to  her  officers  and  soU 
diers,  she  voluntarily  interposed  and  relieved 
their  distresses.  Gen.  Washington,  when  urg- 
ing upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  granting  to 
the  officers  half  pay  for  life,  pointed  to  those 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  as  an  example  of  the 
beneficial  consequences  which  had  resulted 
from  that  measure.  ., 

OoDgress  at  length  became  emvlnced  of  th^ 
neoesnty  of  granting  to  the  Oontinentd  <^Beer> 
half  pay  for  life.  Without  pay  and  withottt 
dotfaing,-  they  had  become  disheartened,  and 
were  about  abandoning  the  service.  The  dark- 
est period  of  the  Revolution  had  arrived,  and 
there  was  but  <me      of  lu^  U/tt^  to  penetrata 
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the  iropendinit  ^oom  which  huag  orer  the 
tarmy.  omcen  were  willing  atiU  to  endure 
prlTttions  and  Bofforings,  if  tiiey  coold  obtain 
a&  aanumnoe  that  they  would  be  remembered 
1)7  Gum  oonntry,  after  it  ahonld  be  blessed 
with  peace  and  independence.  They  well  knew 
Congress  could  not  relieve  their  present  wants ; 
all,  uierefore,  the^  aaked,  was  the  promise  of  a 
ftitore  providon.  Ooosrese  at  length,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1780,  resolved,  '*  ^at  half  pay  for  Ufe  be 
granted  to  the  officers  in  the  armj  of  the  Unit- 
ad  Statea,  who  ahall  oontinae  in  service  to  the 
•nd  (Mt  the  war." 

Before  the  adoption  <tf  tSiIs  iMolntion,  so 
despoate  had  been  oor  ocmdition,  thiA  even 
WasUngton  raptdieiided  a  diasidntiim  of  tiie 
army,  and  had  b^on  to  despair  of  the  sacoess 
of  onr  cause.  We  have  his  authority  for  de- 
claring, that,  immediately  after  its  adoption, 
onr  prospects  bri^tened ;  and  it  prodaced  the 
most  h^>py  effects.  The  state  of  the  army 
was  ins^tly  changed.  The  officers  became 
satisfied  with  their  oondiUon,  and,  under  their 
command,  the  army  marched  to  victory  and 
hidependence.  They  fUth^Uy  and  patriot- 
ically performed  every  obligation  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  solemn  contract  into  which  they 
had  entered  with  their  coontry. 

How,  tar,  did  you  perform  Oiis  omtract  on 
Toor  part  f  No  sooner  had  the  dangers  of  war 
oeased  to  threaten  onr  exirtettoe— ^  soraer 
had  j>eu»  retnmed  to  bless  onr  shores,  than 
we  forgot  those  bene£ict(HB,  to  whom,  nuder 
ProTidwce,  we  owed  onr  independoice.  We 
then  began  to  discover  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  genins  of  our  Bepnblican  institntions  to 
grant  pensions  for  life.  The  jeaionsy  of  the 
people  was  roused,  and  their  fears  .ezdted. 
They  dreaded  the  creation  of  a  privileged 
order.  I  do  not  mean  to  censure  than  fw  uiis 
ibeliiu  of  ill-greeted  Jealoonr,  beoaoM  Jeal- 
ousy U  the  natural  guaraian  cf  Uber^.  . 

In  this  eme»enoe^  how  did  tlie  OontiiiMital 
<dkers  actf  ui  sneh  a  nuBner  as  no  other 
offiom  of  a  victorious  army  had  ever  acted  be- 
fore, Fot  the  purpose  of  allaying  the  appre- 
hensions of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  comply- 
ing with  the  wishes  of  Coftgresa,  they  coosent- 
«d  to  accept  five  years'  full  pay,  in  commuta- 
tion for  their  half  p(^  for  life.  This  commuta- 
tion was  to  be  pud  in  moneyj  or  securities 
were  to  be  given  on  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  as 
Congress  should  find  most  conveaieat. 

Did  the  Goveromeot  ever  perform  this  their 
•eoond  stipnlatim  to  tiie  officers?  I  answer, 
no.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Hi. 
IbioHiLx)  was  entirely  mistaken  in  the  history 
4f  the  times,  when  he  asaetted  that  the  com- 
mutation certificates  of  the  officers  aiaUed 
them  to  purchase  farms,  or  commence  trade, 
upon  leaving  the  army.  Oongrees  had  not  any 
funds  to  pledge  for  their  redemption.  They 
made  requisitions  upon  the  States,  which  shared 
the  same  fate  with  many  others,  and  were  en- 
tirely disregarded.  The  faith  and  the  honor  of 
the  oonntty,  whilst  thc^  wwe  intrusted  to  thir> 
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teen  independent  and  jealous  State  aorereigo- 
ties,  were  almost  always  forf^ted.  .Wa  thsB 
had  a  General  Government  which  had  not  the 
power  of  enforcing  its  own  edicts.  The  oonse- 

auence  was,  that,  when  the  officers  reoNved 
leir  certificates,  they  were  not  worth  more 
than  about  one-fifth  of  th^  nominal  valne, 
and  ih»j  very  soon  fell  to  one-ei^th  of  that 
amount. 

Mr.  HuMPHxn  Bidd,  the  subject  under  con- 
rideration,  if  not  the  most  important,  is  cer- 
tainly as  interesting  as  any  nnm  which  ve 
have  been,  or  shdl  be.  required  to  detibersts 
during  the  present  aeanon.  It  is.  in  all  proba- 
bili^,  the  last  demand  that  will  be  made  upon 
the  justice  oi  this  Government,  and  to  gmtle- 
men  who  are  not  disposed  to  regard  the  q>pli- 
cation  in  that  light,  I  may  say,  it  is  tiie  last  ap- 
peal that  will  M  made  to  its  magnanimity  and 
liberality,  by  a  class  of  men  endeared  to  os  by 
some  of  onr  fondest  and  proudest  reooUectiona. 

The  memorialists  ask  for  the  equitable  pei^ 
formaooe  of  a  contract.  The  first  propo- subject 
of  inquiry,  then,  will  be,  whether  mch  a  con- 
tract ever  existed,  and,  if  it  did,  whethw  the  en- 
gagements of  the  re^tective  parties^  or  rithv, 
have  been  perfoimed — ^if  the  oontnet  was  fiur- 
\y  made— if  the  terms  were  fldffiled  on  the 
part  of  the  memorialists^  and  not  by  ib»  Gov- 
ernment, in  strict  accordance  with  its  letter 
and  spirit.  This  bwig  the  only  mode  of  re- 
dress within  the  reach  of  the  injured  party,  u 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  on  whom 
the  duty  rests,  and  clothed  with  the  power  of 
dispensing  ju^oe,  we  are  under  the  strongest 
moral  obligation  not  to  withhold  iL  I  wiQ 
now  proceed  to  a  very  lairf  examination  of  tfaa 
fbcta  of  the  case. 

Was  there  a  contract  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  tiie  memorialists;  and  what  were 
its  tonus  t  It  is  imnecwwary  to  do  more  than 
merely  advert  to  the  condition  of  the  eonntry 
and  army,  at  the  eventfid  period  of  1176.  The 
spirit  of  enthnriasm  whien  had  animated  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army ;  which  had 
induced  them,  regardless  oi  personal  oonae- 

auenoes,  to  abandon  their  privato  pursuits  and 
leir  domestic  comforts,  and,  at  the  immineDt 
risk  of  life,  and  of  every  thing  dear  to  them,  to 
engage  in  a  desperate  conflict,  had  begun  to 
abato ;  and,  sir,  it  is  neither  a  matter  of  edt- 
prise  nor  of  censure,  that  it  was  so.  They  had 
sustained  nearly  three  years  of  dvil  war, 
marked  by  every  species  of  horrw  and  out- 
rage. They  had  feu'lessly  obeyed  evwy  re<|ni- 
tition  al  the  Government,  whethor  it  xvquind 
them  to  act  amidst  the  frozen  rwions  of  the 
North,  or  on  the  burning  sands  of  the  South. 
They  had  endured  nake&ess  and  famine,  and 
opposed  themselves  to  danger  and  deatii,  in  all 
their  terrible  varieties.  Their  services  and  »if- 
feringfl  are  matters  of  lustoiy,  and  familiar  to 
us  all.  To  have  expected  more  from  them,  or 
a  longer  endurance  of  the  extraordinarr  and 
peculiar  calamities  under  which  they  labored, 
without  the  fiitnre  project  of  indemni^  or 
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lewaid,  would  hsra  been  attiibntlne  to  them 
poTers  and  Tirtoes  with  vhich  mortu  nun  has 
not  been  endowed. 

It  ia  almost  unless  to  saj,  that  the  opinions 
of  General  Wa^ington,  on  this  sal^eoL  are  en- 
titled to  implicit  regard;  and  I  beg  leave  to 
md,  as  an  item  of  testimony,  a  diww  sentence 
from  his  letter  to  a  committee  of  Omagreas,  in 
iriuch  be  represents  the  ooncUtion  (tf  the  armr. 
It  is  dated  89th  Jannaiy,  1778.  He  aays :  **  It 
is  not,  mdeed,  omsistent  with  reaacm  or  jastice 
to  expect,  that  one  set  of  men  should  make  a 
Eteriftie  of  proper^,  domestic  ease,  and  hap- 
}uness,  encounter  the  rigon  of  the  field,  the 
perih  and  ricisaitndes  of  war,  to  obtain  those 
olessQgs  which  every  citizen  will  enjoy  in  com* 
mon  with  them,  without  some  adeqoate  com- 
pea^atioQ.  It  mnsfc  also  be  a  comforUesa  ro- 
d^vtioa  to  any  man,  tiiat,  after  he  may  have 
roniribated  to  secure  the  rights  of  his  coantry, 
n  the  risk  of  his  life  and  the  rain  of  his  for- 
tane,  there  wonld  be  no  proviaon  made  to  pre- 
Ttat  himself  and  bmily  xirom  Mufcjng  into  indi- 
paix  and  wretchedneaa." 

In  the  nme  conminnication,  he  expreased  hia 
^rehennons  that)  nidess  aometlung  was  done 
to  -*  reanimate  their  langnishing  zeal,'*  the  total 
jiM>liiti(Hi  of  the  army  would  be  the  eonse- 
Tiwe.  And  he  warmly  recommended  a  half 
pay  or  pension  estaUisluneot,  as  a  desirable 
ind  Balatory  measure.  What  tiien  was  tiie 
condition  of  tho  parties?  The  officers  had  ren- 
dered vast  and  unrequited  services  to  the  coon- 
try.  In  the  langna^  of  the  Commander-in- 
Cbief^  "fta  entire  disinclination"  to  the  ser- 
nee,  in  its  then  sh^>e,  had  taken  place.  Fre- 
quent resignations,  and  more  frequent  appU- 
cstiom  for  permiaaion  to  TengUf  were  daily 
li^paunA  and  from  offiem  of  the  greatest 
merit  They  were  nnder  no  legal  or  moral 
obUgation  to  continne.  Tliey  oonld  have  quit 
tnny,  not  only  without  diahoocv,  but  euti- 
tl&l  u>  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  A  laz- 
iKid  of  discipline  among  the  acddiera,  owing  to 
depressed  spirit  of  the  offioen^  and  the 
pnend  distress  of  the  army,  was  rapidly  pre- 
TiHiiig.  Had  the  officers  then  abandoned  the 
wirice,  their  places,  if  supplied  at  all,  most 
oa^e  been  filled  by  men  without  military  skill 
w  experience,  who  woold  have  been,  alike,  the 
wbjcctft  of  contempt  to  tho  enemy  and  to  the 
tfwps  over  whom  they  were  placed  in  com- 
!Buo.  In  such  a  state  of  aflUr^  it  requires  no 
lorit  of  prophecy  to  predict  a  total  destruction 
to  the  cause. 

At  this  important  crisis.  Congress,  with  the 
^cv  of  retaining  the  officers  in  tlie  service, 
•nd  as  an  inducement  for  them  to  continue,  re- 
solved, "  that  officers  who  should  continue  in 
Krrice  to  the  end  of  the  war,  should  have  half 
pay  for  seven  years  from  the  establishment  of 
peMe."  In  1779,  by  a  resolution,  they  recom- 
nwMled  to  the  several  States  to  grant  to  the 
'mx.n  of  the  respective  lines,  who  should  con- 
twoe  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  half  pay 
w  life.  The  State  of  PeonqrlTanla  w»  the 


only  one  whi<di  made  such  a  grant,  and  wheth- 
er it  was  in  pnrsoance  of  the  requimtton  of 
Congress  or  got,  I  am  onable  to  say.  It  was, 
however,  tobally  neglected  on  the  part  of  all 
the  other  States.  In  1780,  at  the  most  gloomy 
period  of  war.  Congress,  In  pursuance  of  the 
aame  ^stem  of  justice  and  sound  policy,  ro- 
aolred  **  that  half  pay  for  lifb  be  nanted  to  the 
officers  In  the  army  of  the  UnitM  States,  who 
shall  continue  in  service  to  the  aid  of  the 


war. 

We  will  now  inquire,  sir,  how  this  contract 
was  performed  on  the  port  of  the  Government. 
In  November,  1782,  the  preliminary  arti<;le8 
of  peace  were  signed.  Hostilities  soon  after- 
wards ceased.  The  indepydence  of  the  colo> 
nies  was  acknowledged,  "nie  ch^  that  bound 
them  to  the  British  throne  was  parted  forever; 
and  the  United  Btates  took  the  rank  of  a  sover- 
eign nation.  The  engagement  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  was  performed.  Their  duties  con- 
summated. Ko  considerations  of  expediency 
or  policy  cotdd  then  justify  the  Government  m 
a  Mlnre  on  its  part,  or  aanotion  an  evasion  ct 
the  obligation.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  test  the 
principle  in  tiiis  ease  liy  the  sense  of  honor  and 
probity  by  which,  as  honest  men,  they  are 
governed  in  their  own  transactions.  The 
fundamental  principles  of  justice  are  universal; 
and  though  Governments  have  the  power,  they 
have  not  the  moral  right  to  disregard  them. 
But  we  will  pursue  the  histoir  of  the  transac- 
tion to  its  termination.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  war,  Congress,  for  reasons  known  to  ns 
all,  was  unable  to  provide  fhnds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,  or  for 
securing  to  the  officers  the  stipend  promised  by 
their  resolution  of  the  year  1780.  A  new  en- 
gagement was  then  teiuered  to  the  officers  In 
lieu  of  the  nroviricnis  of  that  resolution.  And 
here,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  correct  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Yii^nio,  who  si^  this  en- 
gagement was  enter^  into  at  the  eolidtation 
of  the  officers.  I  believe,  sir,  on  recurring  to 
the  history  of  the  times,  he  will  find  that  such 
is  not  the  fact  I  think  it  more  probable,  sir, 
as  stated  by  the  honorable  member  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  MrronBU,)  that  the  measure  was 
forced  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress  by 
the  clamors  of  the  citizens,  who  conceived  a 
pension  establishment  to  be  inconsistent  with 
the  policy  of  aBepnblican  Government  How- 
over  this  may  be,  it  certainly  originated  with 
Congress,  and  was  not  adopted  in  pnnuanee  of 
any  request  from  the  officers  themselves.  In 
March,  1788,  Congress  adopted  a  resdntiou  in 
the  following  terms : 

"  That  five  years  ftill  pay  should  be  given  to  the 
oflScers,  in  mcmey  or  securities,  bearing  an  interest 
of  nx  per  cent,  per  azuiuin,  as  should  be  most  con- 
venient to  Congress,  to  be  paid  as  to  other  creditors 
of  the  United  States,  in  lien  of  half  pay  for  life. 
Provided,  hoirever,  that  this  commutation  be  ac- 
cepted or  refused  by  lines  and  corpa,  and  not  by 
officers  Individually ;  and  tluit  such  acceptance  or 
fefiisal  ahooid  bo  algnlAed  by  the  Commander4fr 
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Chief  to  OongTMs,  from  the  lines  under  hia  imme- 
dUt«  oommaod,  in  two  montba." 

To  this  ofibr  the  officers  of  Uie  army  ao* 
ceded;  oertua  certificates,  on  which  I  shall 
hereafter  remark,  were  sabseqaentlj  issued 
and  accepted  by  them.  This  resolution  was 
intended  hj  Congress  as  a  substitute  for  the 
resolution  of  1790.  It  is  now  contended  that 
the  acceptance  of  the  commutation  hj  the 
officers,  operated  as  a  full  and  complete  dis- 
charge to  the  Goverument  from  the  obligations 
of  the  former  resolution.  To  this  it  may  be 
answered,  that  there  was  not  a  performance  on 
tho  part  of  the  GoTemment  of  this  new  con- 
tract ;  and  that  tl)a  flilfilment  of  it  waa  in  the 
nature  of  a  0(niditidl  pneedent,  to  tibe  Unding 
effect  of  tite  aoc^ttanee  the  officers.  Bj 
the  resolution.  Congress  agreed  to  give  in 
money  or  seouriUes;  and  saoh  were  its  terms 
at  the  time  Uie  commutation  was  accepted  by 
the  officers.  I  wish  it  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  agreement  to  the  commutation  and 
the  sul»eqQent  acceptance  of  the  certificates 
were  distinct  acts,  and  took  place  under  very 
different  circumstances.  *  Oongreas,  in  pnrau- 
ance  of  this  new  engagement,  did  not  give  in 
money.  And  it  will  not  be  pretended  that 
the  certificates  which  they  afterwards  issued 
even  partook  of  the  nature  d  seouritiea.  By 
seoniities,  we  understand  stsne  Tslnable  prop- 
erty, some  distinct  flmd  set  ^wrt  and  ^>ecial- 
ly  appropriated  as  a  guarantee  for  payment. 
The  certificates  which  were  issued  were  mere- 
ly evidences  of  the  debts  which,  by  the 
resolution,  they  had  agreed,  as  one  of  the 
altematives,  to  secure;  and  that  they  were 
not  securities  in  fiict  was  proved  by  their  al- 
most total  failure,  in  the  hands  of  the  tmfortu- 
nato  men  who  were  deluded  by  the  acceptance 
of  them.  In  agreeing  to  the  commutation,  we 
are  bound  to  infer  that  the  officers  nnderstood 
and  believed  they  were  to  receive  what  they 
had  consented  to  regard  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  valuable  lien  which  they  had  on  the  public 
&ith,  for  the  provirion  of  half-pay  under  the 
HAolution  ot  1780 ;  and  such  were  undoubtedly 
inducements  held  out  to  them  by  tbia  Got- 
emment.  That  the  certificates  which  were 
issued  as  a  compliance  with  the  resolution, 
were  of  comparatively  trifling  value ;  and  that, 
ia  most  instances,  the  officers  parted  with  them 
for  sums  infinitely  less  than  their  nominal 
amonnt,  are  matters  of  public  notoriety.  It  is 
immaterial  whether  the  depreciation  was  ow- 
ing to  inability,  or  want  of  due  exertions  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  provide  such 
securities  for  their  payment  as  would  keep  the 
certificates  at  their  par  value  in  the  market. 
It  iM  sufficient  that  it  was  not  attribntaUe  to 
causes  witiiin  the  control  of  those  who  held 
than;  and  whatever  may  be  the  role  of  law 
or  morals  that  would  govern  an  individual  in 
a  similar  case,  it  is  not  for  the  Government, 
vnder  such  peculiar  circumstances,  to  say  th^ 
the  holders  parted  wiUi  Hubbl  Ttdnntarily,  and 
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that  they  mi^t  have  retuned  them  matil  they 
w«re  restorw  to  their  n<HmnaI  vahie.  In  dfr- 
temUning  the  rale  ot  tqmtj  that  oa^t  to  gor- 
em  in  swsh  a  case,  a  due  ctxuideranon  should 
be  had  to  the  ritoatfam  and  oonffitiaii  cf  the 
parties.  Did  the  officers  agree  to  accept  the 
commutation  voluntarily  f 

Influenced  by  the  same  feelings  of  patriotism 
that  originally  indnced  them  to  take  np  arms 
in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  country,  when  , 
the  object  was  att^ed,  they  consented  to  lay 
them  down  and  disperse.  Thej  thus  mbandoo-  j 
ed  the  power  which  they  cwtamly  had,  of  con- 
trolling the  operations  of  the  Government,  and 
compelling  a  redress  of  th^  in^vidnal  griev-  I 
ances — a  power  to  tiie  exercise  of  which  they 
were  excited  by  the  most  powerful  motives— 
and  in  refruning  from  the  nse  of  it,  they  gave 
an  evidence  of  pure  and  holy  derotioD  to  the 
liberty  and  happiness  oS  thdr  oonntry,  whidi 
is  witiiout  a  pwallcl  In  the  history  of  former 
ages.  The  Government  was  thus  left  seeim 
in  its  power  to  act  as  circumstances  or  policy 
might  dictate.  The  honorable  chumum  of  the 
committee  (Mr.  Hemfhilj.)  has  remarked  that  i 
no  censure  is  due  to  the  Government  in  this  i 
transaction.  I  confess,  sir,  that  on  a  critiral 
examination  of  the  whole  affair,  my  mind  had 
almost  arrived  at  a  different  condusicoL  The 
resolution  of  178S  would  almost  seem  to  have 
been  drawn  in  anticipation  of  sach  a  state  of 
things.  I  will  not  say  that  It  was  the  wosk  q{ 
a  crafty  politician — hut  I  will  say,  that  the 
terms  ca  it  were  calculated  most  eActoaUy  to 
mislead  the  judgments  of  the  elaas  of  men  on 
whom  it  was  intended  to  operate.  The  prom- 
ise was,  to  pay  hi  money  or  secnrities,  at  tl^ 
option  of  Goveniment  The  resolutatn  was  , 
passed  in  Kbiroh ;  the  agreement  to  accept  the 
commutation  made  the  Sommer  fdlowin^ 
I  repeat,  sir,  the  agreement  to  accept  the  com- 
mutation— the  certificates  were  isaned  the  Win- 
ter following.  It  is  a  matter  of  demonstration 
by  well-ascertained  rules  of  calculation,  that  I 
the  amount  thus  offered,  even  if  paid  in  its 
best  terms,  was  not  a  Mr  equivalent  for  the 
right  which  the  officers  relinquished. 

TuBSDAT,  April  25. 
Sevolutumary  Officcrt, 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HxsfFHnx,  j 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  bo)«, 
Hr.  "Wkbstek  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  *'  for  the 
relief  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  army  of 
the  Eevolntion." 

.  Mr.  DsATTON  addressed  the  committee. 

The  object  of  this  bill,  sud  Mr.  D.,  is  to  jno- 
vide  a  compensation  for  a  loss  which  the  sur- 
Wving  officers  of  the  Bevolntion  have  sosttincd 
in  consequence  of  their  not  receiving  what  they 
were  entitied  to.  The  question  to  be  resolved 
is,  "What  were  they  entitied  tot  And  the 
solution  to  this  question  will  be  afforded  by  % 
brief  statement  of  the  facts. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  eommittee^ 
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in.  eiplainiog  and  enforcing  the  oofie  of  the  claim- 
mti,  was  onder  the  neoessit^  of  referring  to  a 
Biiniber  of  docnmenta,  letters,  and  resolutions 
of  Congrefls ;  and  also  to  enter  into  a  Tariety 
of  details  and  arithmetical  colcnlations,  whi<ui 
itnamdably  rendered  his  statements  long,  and 
siqioreQtlx  Gomplioated.  From  these  causes, 
iltiioa^  his  BbUement  was  dear  and  tatia^c- 
torj,  the  points  which  ahoold.  ezdndTely, 
rejrnlite  oar  judgments,  maj  have  escaped 
saoK  of  the  members  of  the  committee.  I 
chill,  therefore,  endeavor,  in  the  remarks 
vhich  I  propose  making,  to  confine  myself  to 
50  mach  of  the  ease  of  Uie  claimants  as  is 
necessary  to  a  perfect  understanding  of  the 
gruunds  upon  which  it  stands;  and  I  feel  as- 
sured, if  ita  merits  are  perfectly  understood, 
tluLt  s  nugoritj  of  the  committee  will  be  in 
bvor  of  tlte  bill  which  has  been  reported. 

On  the  Slst  October,  1780,  Cougress  re- 
xdrcd  that  half  pay  for  life  should  be  grant- 
ed to  the  officers  in  the  arm;^  of  the  United 
States  who  shall  eontiniie  hi  aorvioe  to  the 
cod  (tf  the  war." 

On  tlie  Slst  ICarch,  1TS8,  Congress  passed  a 
rwdution,  that  fire  years*  fall  pay  should  be 
eiren  to  the  officers,  in  money,  or  in  securiUes, 
Kflring  an  interest  of  rix  per  centum  per  an- 
BQia,  89  should  be  most  oonTcnient  to  Con- 

In  November,  1T83,  certificates  were  deliver- 
ed to  tlie  officers  for  arrears  of  pay,  and  for  an 
tmmt  equal  to  five  years'  fall  pay;  hut, 
vhen  these  certificates  were  delivered,  no  pro- 
Tiflon  WAS  made  for  the  payment  of  ttie  pnnci- 
pal  or  the  ioteresti  nor  was  anj  hiterest  ever 
paid  upon  them. 

la  1791,  when  I3ie  fimdlng  ^fstan  of  the 
Fnited  States,  after  the  Federal  Constitution, 
now  into  <q>OTatic«,  new  certificates  were  de- 
lirered  to  the  ofiKors;  bat  the  arrears  of 
interest  due  to  them  were  funded  at  three  per 
cent,  instead  of  six,  and  the  payment  of  one- 
&ird  of  the  principal  was  oeferred  for  ten 
jetn,  without  any  interest.  8ach  is  the  whole 
Htfement  of  fiuts  necessary  fior  the  nnderstand- 
>>Vof  the  nature  and  eztoit  of  the  rights  of 
tbe  cUimants. 

From  tiiis  statement,  I  think  it  is  evident 
ttuu  the  resolution  of  Coogresa,  in  1780,  was 
>  conditional  contract,  which  became  perfect 
1^  a  compliance  with  the  conditi(Hi  contained 
in  it.  The  officers,  by  serving  until  the  end  of 
the  war,  did  comply  with  that  condition; 
baling  done  so,  unur  an  executed  contract  for 
K  full  consideration,  they  were  entitled  to  a 
eompliuice  with  its  terms.  If  their  case  rested 
here,  no  doubt  oonld  exist  as  to  the  strict  le- 
K^ity  of  their  claim ;  bat,  as  they  accepted  a 
MbstitQtion  for  this  contract  by  acqnieMing  in 
the  reflation  of  March,  1788,  they  wonld  ap- 
pear to  be  bound  by  this  substitution.  If, 
DevertheleaH,  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  accepted,  be  taken  into  consideration,  in 
equity  and  Justice  they  ought  not  to  be  regard- 
ed u  bound  by  it.  The  officers  had  reoeiiar 


left  the  army :  they  were  in  a  state  of  utter 
destitntton :  delay  m  olitidning  Iheir  dnes  pre- 
sented to  them  the  en>ectac]e  of  ruin,  and  the 
prospect  of  speedy  relief  operated  upon  them 
with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted.  Under  these 
excitements,  they  conld  hardly  be  said  to  have 
been  capable  of  exerctslDg  their  iudgments. 
When  individuals  have  entered  into  Wgahu  in 
similar  sitaati<MU^  it  is  tbe  ordinary  practice  of  a 
Court  of  Eqmty  to  afford  rdie^  end  not  to  hold 
them  bouoaander  such  contracts.   Bnt  admit- 

ti^offioers,  they  were  nnqaestion^^  entitled 
to  a  strict  compUance  witn  their  terms :  they 
were  entitled  to  receive  either  money  or  se- 
curities, bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,, 
which  interest  onght  to  have  l>een  annnally  paid, 
Ko  other  meaning  can  fairly  be  annexed  to  the 
resolution  of  1788,  than  that,  under  it,  either 
money  would  be  paid,  or,  that  what  was  eqaiv> 
alent  to  money  would  be  delivered.  Uoney 
wonld  have  yielded  an  annual  interest  of  nx 
per  cent,  consequently,  the  aeourities  g^ven 
in  lien  of  money,  to  have  hem  equivalent  to 
Rumej,  di6uld  have  carried  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent.,  and  that  interest  diould  have  been 
annually  dischar^ ;  but  no  interest  was  paid 
at  all.  Kot  receiving  any  part,  either  of  prin- 
cipal or  interest,  most  of  the  claimants,  to  re- 
lieve their  pres^ng  wants,  were  compellled  to 
sell  tiieir*  certificates,  and  did  not,  upon  an 
average,  obtain  more  for  them  than  abont  one 
dollar  for  eight  dollars.  Bat  what  was  the 
condition  of  those  who  retained  their  certificates 
until  1701,  when  they  were  fbndedt  Upon 
the  certificates  for  interest  doe,  do  more  than 
three  per  cent  was  allowed,  and  the  payment 
oi  one-third  of  the  print^ul,  without  any 
interest,  was  postponed  for  ten  years.  By 
these  proceedings,  did  the  officers  receive  what 
they  were  entitled  to?  The  departure  from 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  resolution  of 
1788,  is  BO  obvioos,  that  no  comment  or  argu- 
ment could  render  it  plainer.  I  shall  therefore 
resort  to  none. 

Under  these  circumstances,  is  it  not  un- 
deniable that  tbe  Government  did  not  comply 
with  their  contract  t  Is  it  not  a  oonseqnence, 
equally  undeniable,  that  the  Government  is 
bound  to  make  good  any  loss  which  has  ac- 
crued to  those  whom  they  have  injured  by 
fuling  to  perform  their  contract  t  Both  these 
questions  must  be  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
Can  any  ftet  be  more  evident,  then,  than  that 
tiie  claimants  are  entitied  to  relief! 

Ur.  KnnnH  fidlowed  on  the  same  ride  of  tha 
question. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  BAssTrr,  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  the  question  was  put  on 
filling  the  blank,  which  contains  the  wpropria- 
tion,  with  one  million  of  dollars,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ayes  77,  noes  48. 

Mr.  Spkaodk  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Sufficient,  perhwps,  has  al- 
ready been  said  In  behalf  of  the  offiiwra  of  thf 
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Itevolution.  I  propose  to  b&j  something  for 
tho  toldien  also.  I  am  in  fitvor  of  the  amend- 
ment whidi  has  Jost  been  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  HasMwhosetts,  Ob.  Bsnh)  1  be- 
lieve that  the  sotdim  of  tba  Bev<datioii  have  a 
Jtisfc  ol^m  upon  ns  for  a  mnch  larger  amount 
than  any  that  has  been  proposed  to  begiv^to 
them.  We  owe  them  a  jnst  debt,  and  it  arises 
from  onr  Tiolations  of  oar  engagements  to  them. 

In  the  first  place,  as  to  their  wages.  We 
were  bound  to  nave  paid  them  in  money.  This 
we  did  not  do ;  bat  deliyered  them  merely  pa- 
per, or  certificates  of  debt,  which  were  not 
money;  they  were  not  the  measure- of  Toloe: 
bnt  their  own  valae  flactnated,  according  to 
the  varying  opinions  of  the  times.  They  were 
an  artide  of  trade  in  the  market,  and,  like  every 
other  kind  of  merohandise,  their  real  valoe  was 
tfadr  market  price ;  wluoh  was  from  an  dg^tii 
to  a  tentli  of  that  nominal  amonnt.  Tbn  sol- 
dier, tiien,  was  oompdled  to  reo^ve  an  article 
at  eteht  or  ten  times  its  real  worth,  bo  that,  in 
&et, lie  obtdned,  at  moat,  bat  an  eighth  part  of 
hia  wages.  I  aqr,  at  most;  at  times,  indeed,  it 
was  far  less.  The  gravest  of  onr  historians 
has  told  as,  tiiat,  at  one  time,  such  was  the  de- 
preciation, that  the  pay  of  a  captun  would  not 
have  famished  the  shoes  in  which  he  marched 
against  the  enemy ;  and  many  expended  their 
little  all  in  supplying  themsdves  with  the  hnm- 
ble  acoommodations  which  their  s&tions  re- 
quired. We  have  thus  paid  to  the  soldiers  bnt 
a  small  fraction  of  their  wages.  Our  country 
was  in  the  condition  of  an  insolvent  debtor, 
.and  made  but  a  small  dividend  among  its  cred- 
itors. Why  ^ould  we  not  now,  when  we  have 
.tiie  abundant  means,  make  payment  of  the  res- 
idue f  It  has.  been  sud  that  we  should  pay 
-nothing  now,  because  it  has  cost  the  United 
States  the  full  nominal  amount,  as  the  Govern- 
ment eventnally  redeemed  the  paper.  If  it 
were  so,  what  matters  that  to  the  solder  ?  If 
a  creditor  is  offered  an  article  at  ten  times  its 
valnOj  in  discharge  of  his  demand,  is  it  of  any 
consequence  to  tell  him  how  much  it  cost  the 
debtor  t  Suppose  we  had  eompeUed  the  soldier 
to  take  any  other  specific  arUde  at  such  an  en- 
hanoed  price,  and  he  had  remwutrated  ag^nst 
being  thns  defrauded,  would  it  be  any  answer  to 
■agr  to  him, "  We  purchued  the  artideon  credit, 
and  our  credit  was  so  bad,  that  it  cost  us  much 
mOTe  than  it  was  worth  t" 

Hr,  that  wbidi  we  did  ddiver,  in  payment, 
rested  whc^y  upon  our  credit  If  that  credit 
was  so  defective  that  it  cost  us  ten  times  its  real 
Talne,  is  the  whole  loss  to  be  thrown  upon  the 
soldier  f  Was  it  his  fanlt  that  we  did  not  dis- 
charge onr  duty,  and  sustain  our  credit  f 

But  again,  it  is  objected,  if  he  had  retained 
the  paper  long  enough,  he  might  have  obtained 
full  payment  That  is,  if  he  had  kept  the  arti- 
cle on  hand  for  a  series  of  years,  it  might  have 
risen  in  valne.  And  what  if  it  had?  Does 
not  every  one  know,  tiiat  the  price  which  a 
tiling  bears,  wlien  It  u  racdved  in  payment,  de- 
temun«s  the  amount  irf  the.  debt  taereby  dis- 


charged,  and  that  its  subsequent  rise  or  depres- 
sion, cannot  increase  or  diminiA  itt  And,  be- 
sides this,  are  we  to  say  to  the  poor  soUier, 
who  eiqiended  bis  last  fiuitung  in  onr  defence, 
who  could  not  even  readi  hu  home  witbcmt 
diarity,  and  was  compelled  to  part  wiih  Us 
certificate  to  save  himsdfand  Ms  diildren  from 
starvation — shall  we  say  to  him,  yon  oocfat  to 
have  kept  your  paper  ten  long  years,  and  then 

Sou  might  have  obtained  the  full  amomtt  t  It 
I  but  a  mockery  of  his  vrrongs  to  tell  him— if 
you  had  done  what  was  impossible,  you  might 
have  been  paid.  I  will  not  panse  to  estimste 
the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  depreciatiun, 
because  the  reflection  of  a  moment  most  salis- 
fy  every  one  that  it  very  far  exceeds  the  sam 
named  in  the  bill  and  the  amendment 

But,  dr,  indepoidently  of  the  depredatiin, 
we  have  nevw  yet  pud  the  frdl  amount  of  the 
paper  or  certificates  which  we  compelled  the 
soldier  to  reodve.  It  is  well  known  that,  is 
the  fhnding  of  the  public  debt,  which  tool 
place  nearly  ten  years  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  more  than  ten  years  after  mnch  of 
the  debt  was  contracted,  the  interest  was  nut 
paid,  but  funded  on  interest  of  three  per  cent 
payable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  GoTemraeiit. 
The  principal  was  not  paid ;  bnt  two-thirds 
was  funded  at  an  interest  of  dx  per  cent,  and 
interest  on  the  other  third  was  deferred  for 
ten  years.  From  this  statement  merely,  tlte 
loss  of  the  creditor  does  not  appear  to  be  sitst ; 
but  in  order  to  exhibit  it  truly,  let  ns  take  an 
example,  and  compute  the  loss  snstained  by  the 
iK^der  of  paper  for  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
dmple  interest  for  ten  years,  was  six  hondred 
dol  lars,  which  was  funded  at  three  per  cent 
Such  was  the  pressure  <rf  the  times,  uid  the 
high  rate  of  interest,  at  that  period,  that  it  Las 
been  estimated  that  the  amount  thus  funded, 
was  worth  but  fifty  per  cent.  To  bo  within 
bounds,  suppose  the  difference  to  be  one-third, 
then  the  six  hundred  dollars  thus  funded,  was 
worth  bnt  four  hundred  dollars,  and  the  loss 
was  two  hundred  dollars. 

One-third  of  the  prindpal  bore  no  interest 
for  ten  years.  Simple  interest  for  that  time, 
on  one-Uiird  of  a  thousand  dollars,  amounted 
to  two  hundred  dollara  more,  m^ing  the  kw 
four  hundred  dollara.  Simple  Intmst  iman  this 
anm,  for  thirty  years,  exceeds  seven  hundred 
ddlars,  which,  added  to  the  four  hundred, 
makes  the  loss  which  the  holder  <tf  papa-,  to 
tiie  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars.,  has  suf- 
fered, by  the  mode  and  time  of  paymrat  adopt- 
ed by  the  Government,  to  exceed  eleven  hun- 
dred dollars ;  so  that  the  snm  which  we  witlt- 
held,  out  of  that  which  we  had  solemnly  pr«m- 
iscd,  in  writing,  with  dmple  interest  only,  is 
now  more  than  the  ori^nal  amount  of  the 
debt. 

Agdn,sir:  the  soldier  had  aright  to  demand 
money  of  us ;  ukL  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  he 
was  in  the  ntmoat  distress  for  it.  If  we  cmiM 
not  pay  it,  we  diould.  at  least,  have  put  the 
debt  on  Interast,  payaue  quarterly,  aa  a  frind 
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debt  from  the  banning.  This  we  ooold  have 
done;  and  as  we  did  not,  we  are  now  bound 
to  place  him  In  aa  good  condition  as  he  woold 
lave  been  in  if  we  had  perfbnned  our  datj. 
And,  if  we  had  pidd  interest  qnarterl  j,  could 
be  Dot  have  realized  as  much  as  interost  com- 
pounded, annually  t  Would  not  every  honora- 
ble man  pi^  so  much  to  an  individual  whom  he 
bad  thus  wronged?  And  if  gentlemen  will 
make  the  computation  by  titia  rule,  they  will 
find  that  we  should  now  pay  more  than  three 
thonsand  dollars  to  every  one  who  was  an  orig- 
inal creditor  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  t 
A  startKng  amount  traly  1  Geutlemeo,  how- 
ever, need  not  be  alarmed ;  they  are  not  asked 
for  such  a  som,  nor  any  thing  like  it  Only  a 
snail  part,  even  of  the  lAmple  interest^  is  now 
reqae^ed.  But  I  tboogfat  it  not  amiBs  to  sng* 
ge^  to  them  how  mnon  be  demanded, 

principles  wUdi  it  would  be  diffionlt,  in 
fiumeaa,  to  contest  So  mudi  for  the  loss  to 
Mf  creditor.  Was  there  not  a  correspoudiog 
giin  to  ourselves  t  I  know  It  has  been- said, 
that  we  paid  and  redeemed  our  paper.  But, 
nr,  it  is  a  matter  of  history,  that,  by  the  mode 
of  psjment,  aa  it  has  been  called,  or  rather,  by 
the  noD'payment  of  onr  domestic  debt,  we  saved 
the  ta^  amount  of  thirteen  millioas  of  dollars 
tnt  of  the  sum  which  we  had  expressly  prom- 
ised—out of  the  face  of  onr  bond  I  If  tiiis  sum 
bad  been  iptSA  or  funded,  then  we  must  have 
paid  interest  tipon  it  unul  the  present  time ; 
iat  we  have  never  yet  been  out  of  debt ;  and 
oar  national  flmmoes  are  now  in  a  better  condi- 
tkra,  bjr  at  least  flffy  mfflitms  of  ddlars,  than 
tliej  would  have  been  if  we  had  fblly  paid  our 
domestic  debt  "We  have,  then,  in  our  hands, 
fift;  millions  of  dollars  which  belong  to  onr 
creditors,  and  which  sum  we  have  no  right  to 
retain,  if  they  come  forward  to  claim  it  And 
now  the  most  meritorious  of  those  creditors 
*sk  for  less  than  one  year's  interest  of  that 
nnn,  and  yet  we  are  tcud  thtft  we  ought  to  re- 
ject their  demand. 

The  soldierB  of  the  Hevolution  might  present 
■tin  farther  claims  upon  ns.  When  we  enlisted 
ttwm  into  our  service,  we  entered  into  other 
ngsgements  with  than  berides  the  payment  of 
their  wigea.  We  bound  ourselves  to  ftiniish 
them  Boitahlo  food,  clothing,  tents,  and  medi- 
etaee,  and  iJl  the  necessaries  <rf  a  soldier's  life. 
Bow  was  this  stipulation  fulfilled  f  Let  our 
Ustory,  let  WaahtngtMi  himself  answer  this 
nestion.  How  often,  and  how  feelingly  do 
tii^  repeat  and  reiterate  the  wants  and  suffer- 
iofrs  irftbe  army,  through  our  violation  of  our 
vigigementsi  They  declare  that  "actual  fam- 
ine" existed  in  the  army;  that  the  soldiers 
**  had  been  half  the  time  without  provisions," 
and  iiad  **no  msgadnes,  nor  money  to  fonu 
Qtem;"  that  they  were  bereft  of  every  hope 
frna  t^  Commuaaries;  and,  at  one  time,  tne 
BoWen  ate  every  kind  ctf  horse  food  but  hay, 
sod  wete  perpetnaUy  on  the  point  of  starving." 
As  to  ototiies,  they  declare,  that  "neither  the 
wm  Bor  foet  of  the  wddien  were  protected 


from  the  frosts  and  oold  of  the  inclement  seas<ni ; 
and,  after  being  exposed  through  the  d^  to 
the  rigors  of  Winter,  night  brought  no  relief;" 
that  "  tiiey  wm  wittiout  olothes  and  withoot 
blankets,  and  at  one  time,  amid  the  ftosts  of 
Winter,  nearly  three  thousand  men  were  bare- 
foot in  camp,  besides  the  number  confined 
to  the  hospit^  for  want  of  shoes."  And 
Washington  describes  their  distress  in  these 
emphatic  words :  "  Our  nek,  naked  I  our  well, 
naked  t  onr  nnfortnoate  men .  in  captivity, 
naked  I " 

Such,  we  are  told  by  the  highest  authorities, 
was  the  lamentable  deficiency  of  the  primary 
articles  of  food  and  clothing ;  and  that,  as  to 
all  minor  neoesauies,  they  were  almost  un- 
known. They  tell  you  that,  in  every  depart- 
ment, the  utmost  dmrese  iHrevailed,  and  that 
many,  very  many,  sank  under  thdr  accnmnhi^ 
ed  hardships;  that,  fWun  inosasuit  toil,  from 
inanfficient  and  unwholeaome  food,  from  want 
tit  vegetables,  want  of  tents,  and  want  ctf 
clothes,  great  richness  prevailed :  the  hospitals 
were  orOTrded,  and  the  medical  department  lin- 
ing unprovidod,  great  mortally  followed,  and 
nnusnal  numbers  were  carried  from  the  hospi- 
tals to  the  grave.  Do  not  sufibrings  like  these 
deserve  some  consideration)  will  not  the 
merest  ni^ard  justice,  calculating  only  dol- 
lars and  cents,  admit  that  they  have  a  ri^ht  to 
demand  from  us  the  value  Of  the  food  and 
clothing,  and  other  necessaries,  which  we 
wrongfully  withheld  f  And  will  not  every 
mind,  imbued  with  sentlineiits  of  moral  right, 
spontaneously  declare  with  Washington,  that 
compensation  ought  also  to  be  made  to  them 
for  the  tortures  we  inflicted,  by  onr  n^leet, 
and  violation  of  our  dntyt  The  amount  I 
will  not  attempt  to  estimate.  Let  gentlemen 
recur  to  our  Revolutionary  stru^e,  and  consult 
their  own  hearts  and  their  own  judgments,  and 
then  say  what  is  due  to  the  soldier,  who,  fee- 
ble, and  sinking  for  wsnt  of  food  and  suste- 
nance, marched,  during  the  day,  through  snow 
and  ice,  on  naked  feet,  exposed  unclad  to  the 
Winter's  cold,  with  no  resting-place  at  ni^t 
but  the  earth,  and  no  covering  bnt  the  skies: 
passing  through  suflbrings  which  human  natora 
could  not  sustain  anbroken ;  and  foiling,  a 
to  pestilence,  more  deadly  and  far  more  tenifio 
thui  the  sword  of  the  enemy.  Olieerfolly  did 
he  face  the  cannon's  mouth,  uid  dareasoldier^s 
death  on  the  field  of  honor ;  but  what  rewards, 
in  your  power  to  bestow,  would  have  pur- 
chased his  consent  to  meet  all  tho  loathsome 
forms  of  disease;  to  breathe  the  hospital's 
nauseous  contagions,  or  tho  corruption  of  a 
prison  ship,  and  linger  through  protracted  tor- 
tures, unheeded  and  unknown,  towards  an  in- 
glorious death)  Let  him  who  has  felt  the 
withering  hand  of  disease,  say  what  atonement 
we  Bhould  make,  for  causing  horrors  like  these. 

I  have  thns,  sir,  endeavored  to  atate  the 
gnmnds  upon  which  I  cmtnid  that  iqiustioa 
has  been  done  to  the  Meiers  of  the  Revolution. 
In  ttie  first  |daoe,  making  pajymeiit  of  thdr 
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wans  in  depredated  paper.  Beooadlj,  with- 
holdiDg  a  put  even  m  the  nominal  amonnt, 
which  we  had  prcmuied.  And,  tUrdly,  other 
breaches  of  contraet,  on  onr  part,  caoaing  pe- 
eoUar  privations  and  sufferings  to  them. 

And  now  I  would  ask,  sir,  who  are  the  men 
whom  we  have  thus  grieToasIj  wronged  f  Are 
they  mere  hirelings,  to  whom  we  shoald  be 
content  to  weigh  ont  jastice  by  the  gnun  and 
scrapie,  or  are  they  our  greatest  earthly  bene- 
ftctors?  They  were  actuated  by  higher  and 
purer  motives  than  any  soldiers  that  ever  as- 
■emUed,  and  exhibited  s  spectacle  of  nnyielding 
fortitnde,  and  self-deoying  magnanimity,  one- 
oBaUed  in  the  annate  of  mantina.  Othen,  un- 
der a  SKmientary  enthnsiasm,  or  in  the  nnr- 
lying  fever  <^  battle,  have  fiiaght  aa  deroerate- 
a.  Others,  when  or  from  ancoor  ana  from 
their  conntry,  have  endared  and  persevered  fur 
iodividnal  self-preservatdon.  Bnt  where,  in  all 
history,  is  an  ezanmle  of  *  soldieiy,  with  no 
power  to  control  tnem,  wha  in  a  single  day, 
perh^Mi,  ooold  have  reached  their  homes  In 
safety,  volantarily  continning  to  endure  such 
protracted  miseries,  from  no  motive  but  inward 
principle  and  a  sense  of  duty  t  They  were  im- 
Doed  with  a  lofUer  and  more  expanded  spirit 
of  patriotism  and  philantliropy,  and  achieved 
more  for  the  happiness  of  their  country,  and  of 
mankind,  than  any  army  that  ever  existed. 
And  where  is  thare  an  examide  of  moral  anb- 
llmity,  equal  to  their  last  act  of  self-devotion, 
after  peace  and  Independence  had  been  con- 
quered f  That  army,  who  had  dared  the  pow- 
w  and'  humbled  the  pride  of  Britain,  and  wrest- 
ed a  nation  from  her  grasp ;  that  army,  with 
swords  in  their  hands^n^  i^ot  have  sued  and 
begged  for  justice.  They  could  have  righted 
their  own  wrongs,  and  meted  out  their  own  re- 
wards. The  countiy  was  prostrate  before  them; 
and  if  they  had  nused  their  arms,  and  pro- 
cldmed  themselves  sovereign,  where  was  the 

Kwer  tJliat  could  have  resisted  their  sway! 
ley  were  not  nnconscioos  of  their  strength, 
nor  did  th^  want  indtements  to  nse  it 

The  author  of  the  odelwated  Kewburg  lefc- 
tera  told  them,  your  country  disdaina  your 
ories,  and  tramples  opon  your  distressea.  lie 
coloured  them,  m  the  most  eloquent  and  ener- 

fatio  lanffusge,  to  exert  the  power  which  they 
eld,  and  never  lay  down  their  arms  until  am- 
ple justice  had  been  obt^ned.  He  warned 
them,  if  once  disarmed  and  dispersed,  your 
voice  will  sinlc;  your  remonstrances  will  be 
unheard;  you  will  grow  old  in  poverty,  and 
wade  through  the  vile  mire  of  dependency. 
What  was  their  answer,  when  thos  urged  and 
thus  tempted  1  With  one  voice  they  spurned 
the  dark  suggestions,  voluntarily  sunrendered 
their  arms,  and  submitted  themselves  nnouidi- 
tiwally  to  the  civil  power.  It  was  thm  that 
their  iUnstrious  commander  said,  in  the  words 
read  by  tlie  goitleman  from  Pennsylvania  yes- 
terday, "  nad  this  day  been  wanting,  the  world 
had  never  seen  the  lost  staoe  of  perfection 
which  human  nature  is  capable  of  atUu^ng." 


They  quietly  dispersed  and  parted  tor  thdr 
hmncL  in  every  turt  of  your  wide  dommn,  m- 
rewarded,  penniless,  esrrying  with  them  noth- 
ing but  the  proud  consciousness  of  the  parity 
ain  dignity  of  their  conduct,  and  a  firm  reli- 
ance upon  their  coantry*8  honor  and  their  coan- 
try's  faith.  And  what  return  has  been  made 
to  them  I  Have  they  not  found  yonr  hifh- 
blown  honor  a  panted  babble,  and  your  {dwit- 
ed  faith  a  broken  reed  (  Have  not  those  wk 
predictions  of  your  ingratitude,  which  yoo  &m 
mdignantly  repelled,  as  slanders  foul  and  base, 
at  which  you  were  ready  to  exdaini,  "  is  thy 
servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this  ttungT'— 
have  they  not  beoi  too  much  realisedt  Han 
not  the  petitions  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Bevdo- 
tion  beMidisreaardedt  Havethey  notgrovn 
<dd  In  poverty  I  Do  they  not  now  owe  the 
miserable  renmant  of  their  lives  to  charity  I 
Sir,  if  we  change  not  our  conduct  towsrai 
them,  it  must  crimson  with  shame  tho  fr^t  of 
history. 

Mr.  EvzpKTT  addressed  the  oonunittee  as 
follows: 

Ur.  Churmsn:  If  I  consulted  only  my 
inclination,  I  should  certainly  leave  the  csose 
of  the  Bevolntionaiy  officers  in  the  powcrfsl 
and  eloquent  advocacy  of  my  honorable  friend 
(Ur.  Spugue)  who  has  Just  taken  his  eeaL  I 
alioold  be  deurous  of  avoiding  the  ^^learanee 
of  attempting  to  say  over  again,  wbafc  he  hss 
so  hwpi^  aro  so  fordbly  urged  in  th^  b^ul£ 
It  is,  nowever,  a  sul^Ject  on  wMch  my  sense  of 
duty  'vill  iiot  allow  me  to  |^ve  a  silent  vote; 
ana  I  must  therefore  a^  the  indulgence  of  tlio 
committee,  while  I  endeavor,  very  corsorily, 
to  answer  some  of  the  objections  which  have 
been  urged  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  and  while 
I  briefly  state  some  of  the  reasons  for  which  I 
shall  vote  for  the  bill,  and  for  the  amendment  of 
my  honorable  oolleague,  (Mr.  Bekd.) 

It  baa  been  objected,  sir,  to  the  daim  oi  the 
Bevolutionary  officers,  that  it  is  one,  not 
justice,  but  of  gratitude,  Thia  description 
of  the  claim  does  not,  I  oonfras,  carry  a 
very  ^Inct  idea  to  my  mind.  I  anderstand 
what  would  be  meant  by  saying,  that  it  is 
a  ckdm,  not  on  our  justice,  but  our  generosity. 
This  might  be  said  of  a  claim  founded  on 
services  not  entitled  to  compensation,  but  pre- 
senting a  &ir  occasion  for  the  exerdse  of 
liberality.  But  a  claim  on  our  ^r^tude  must 
sorely  be  founded  on  real  and  impmant  ser- 
vices. These  services  must,  of  course,  create  a 
claim  also  on  our  Justice,  which  can  only  be 
diMiluuged  by  full  and  ample  compensation. 
That,  certainly,  has  never  been  done  in  the  case 
of  the  Revolutionary  officers;  and  if  their 
claim  is,  therefore,  as  is  admitted,  a  claim  on  i>ur 
gratitnde,  it  is,  for  the  suae  reaMm,  a  claim  on 
ourjuatioe. 

The  respected  gentleman  from  Korth  Carolina, 
(Mr.  AiSTOK,)  said  tlmt  he  was  one  of  those 
who,  when  an  account  had  been  paid,  wished 
to  have  it  closed,  and  hear  no  more  about  it. 
80  am  I,      but  not  till  it  has  been  paid.  I  an 
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one  of  those  who  will  not  agree  to  an  acooant^ 
being  closed,  till  it  is  paid,  whether  I  stAnd  in  the 
relation  of  a  creditor  or  a  debtw.  If  I  am  the 
debtor,  it  shall  not  he  closed  till  I  have  paid  the 
uttermost  fiurthing,  which  nothing  bat  inevitaUe 
necessitjr  Bhall  prevent  my  doing.  If  I  am  the 
creditor,  it  shall  not  be  cl(»ed  till  it  is  paid,  naless 
mf  debtor  be  nuable  to  diaohai^  it ;  and  then, 
if  he  is  poorcar  than  I,  I  will  forgive  the  debt. 

Sir,  bow  was  thia  acooont  paid,  which  the 
gentleman  w  ishe»  to  consider  as  closed  t  It  was 
paid  ifter  a  total  bankraptoy  of  the  oonntrj.  I 
do  not  reproach  her  neoessides;  God  forbid! 
But  I  ssf,  thiU,  when  Che  country  settled  with 
the  Army  of  the  Revelation,  she  was  iDsolvent, 
^e  vas  bankrapt :  she  made  a  paltry  dividend, 
Si.  &£.  in  the  poaod.  Now  we  hare  grown  rioh ; 
ve  are  rolling  in  wealth ;  our  okl  creditor,  in 
ttw  extremity  of  age,  and  trffcen  in  vaot,  CMnes 
and  aaka  finr  a  little  raitf  ont  <tf  onr  abaadance. 
Ts  tell  Urn  we  paid  Mm  forty  years  ago;  that 
we  have  his  disdia^  in  oar  pocket,  and  bid 
Idm  begone^  The  gentleman  said,  when  an 
leeonat  was  settled  and  paid,  he  wished  to  hear 
DO  more  aboat  it.  Sir,  I  -want  to  hear  one  thing 
more  riwot  it— that  it  was  fully  pidd  and  Curly 
settled. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  olgeoted  to  the  passage  of 
tliis  bin,  that  some  of  those,  for  whom  it  provides 
relii:!^  remained  tn  possession  of  their  certiflcatoa 
of  SnilseuIenieDt,  uotil  they  rose  to  ttie  par  value, 
vereo  drave  it.  If  I  thought  that  nny  considcr- 
ible  Dumber  of  the  surviving  officers  of  tho 
Berolotion  were  In  this  sitnatlrai,  I  du  not  know 
that  I  aboold  be  nnwilling  to  introdace  aach 
proriaot  and  Hmitattons  into  the  bill,  as  would 
czdnde  sach  peiaons  from  parUcipaung  in  its 
beoefiia. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  gentleman 
tIio  hears  me,  iMlieves  that  the  number  of  the 
oSoen  of  the  Revolution  who  were  thus  able  to 
nserre  tbeir  cenlficstes,  and  fund  them  at  par, 
can  be  so  oonsiilerable  as  to  make  it  important  to 
lake  their  ease  into  special  consideratioo.  Be 
tlkey  few  or  many,  I  am  not  prepared  to  allow, 
tlut  even  they  ong^t,  as  a  matter  of  Justice,  to  bo 
^  out  from  the  provisions  of  the  biU.  They 
voe  entitled  to  money  or  available  securities. 
Ton  gave  them  no  ntonciy,  and  aeoarities  worth 
bat  aaogfath  of  thdr  nominal  value.  They  hod, 
periws,  a  pittance  vhioh  enabf^d  them  to  live 
day  to  day,  without  sacrificing  thdr  certifi- 
cates at  the  market  valae.  These  they  reserved, 
lut  linawing  ttiat  thejr  would  eventually  be 
Torth  the  p^>er  on  which  they  were  printed. 
The;  qiecmated  in  their  own  funds,  not  vulunta- 
t^lf ,  bat  by  compulsion ;  and  I  cannot  think  that 
^ir  h&vidg  done  so,  unquestionably  in  a  very 
itw  cases,  of  which  it  does  not  appear  tliat  any 
one  isainong  those  now  presented  to  onr  conaid- 
Bntion,  oaght  to.  furm  a  reason  for  exclnding 
tteta,  Or  less  all  the  other  surviving  ofQcers, 
from  the  beneflta  contemplated  by  this  bill. 

It  baa  been  mode  an  ot^ection  to  this  bill, 
uat  it  teoda  to  enlarge  the  penuon  system  of 
tM  United  StatM.    Sir,  nothing  la  moro 


decidedly  In  opposition  to  a  Republican  policy, 
not  merely  than  the  enlargement  of  a  pension 
system,  but  than  the  existence  of  any  thing 
which  coald  be  pnnterly  oalled  by  that  name. 
But  let  us  not  be  misled  by  a  word,  partimlarly 
in  this  cose,  in  which  a  word,  rendered  odious 
by  its  abuses  in  other  ooaobicw,  is  to  be  ^)|died 
to  objects  in  thid  country,  of  a  nature  totdl^ 
disomitar.  My  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Spraoui) 
has  already  alluded  to  the  definition  ^ven  of  a 
pension  by  the  great  English  lexicographer, 
who  unluckily  found  himsuf  before  long  in  the 
situation  of  a  penuoner.  Permit  me  again 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  tiiis 
memorable  definition.  "Penuon — an  allowance 
mode  to  auy  one  without  an  equivalent.  In 
England,  it  is  generally  understood  to  mean  pay 
given  to  a  State  hireling  for  treason  to  hia 
country." 

Sir,  I  will  drop  the  latter  part  of  this  defini- 
tioQ,  where  the  feelings  of  the  partisan  appear 
to  liave  disturbed  tlie  judgment  of  the  critic.  I 
will  take  only  the  part  of  the  definition  intended 
to  be  exact :  An  allowance  mode  without  an 
equivalent."  Without  an  equivalent  t  And  ia 
tliis  tlie  character  we  are  going  to  give  to 
the  frugal  allowance  proposed  for  tbo^  who 
led  the  Armies  of  the  Revolution!  Pensionerl 
Does  any  honorable  man  alfect  to  give  that 
name  to  one  who,  in  his  ^ployment,  exerts 
his  talents,  and  spends  his  life  zealously,  faith- 
fully, indetatigablyf  Is  the  fur  compensation 
for  services  renderwl,  to  be  called  by  the  odious 
name  <tf  a  pennon  f  &ir,pasB  this  bill,  adopt  the 
amendment  of  my  honorable  oollcague,  O&r, 
IlExn,)  give  the  survivors  of  the  Bev^tiou  all 
they  a^  and  ten  times  more  than  tbey  ask, 
and  which  generation  will  still  be  in  arrears; 
we  to  our  fathers,  or  they  to  us?  which  will 
have  done  the  most  fur  the  other;  tbey,  in 
achieving  by  their  toils  and  blood,  the  independ- 
ence we  etfjoy,  or  we  in  solacing  their  age  b^ 
tliese  poor  gratuities?  which  generation  is 
dependent  on  the  bounty  of  the  other?  which 
is  the  pensioner  of  the  other? 

Sir,  it  is  said  that  other  classes  suffered  as  much 
08  those  for  whom  relief  is  now  asked;  that 
the  distress  and  privation  were  general,  and 
that  the  Army  bora  so  more  than  its  shore 
in  the  common  calaraitiea.  There  waa  safFering 
enough  on  all  sides,  Heaven  knows,  and  it 
fell,  it  is  true,  not  less  on  the  citizen  at  hom«^ 
than  on  the  soldier  in  the  camp.  But  the 
Arniyj  in  suffering  as  such,  was  not  exempt 
from  Its  shore  of  the  general  calamity.  They 
did  not  cast  off  the  chorocter  and  relations  of 
citizens.  No,  sir,  while  they  were  suffering  all 
the  hardshiiis  of  the  camp  and  of  the  field,  they 
were  al^  suffering  in  all  their  interests  at  homo, 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  community. 
Sir,  the  wealth,  or  rather  let  me  say,  the  fru^ 
competence  of  tho  great  mass  of  tho  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  thou  as  now,  consisted  in 
the  labor  of  the  cttiien'a  own  hand,  applied 
to  the  onltivation  <^  a  littie  fSu-m,  or  tho 
managonent  of  some  other  mull  prqpMtj. 
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Sach  uaquestionably  was  the  case  with  those 
for  whom  relief  is  provided  by  this  bill.  They 
belonged  to  a  class  of  society  whose  personal 
attendanoe,  labor,  and  care,  are  their  chief 

Sropcrty.  What  brings  the  most  grievons 
istress  on  snch  a  class  of  society  f  Kot  the 
fluctuations  aod  obstructions  of  the  market; 
not  the  f^QTo  of  crops  of  great  staple  products, 
which  do  not  depend  npcm  the  presence  or 
absence  of  an  opnlent  |Hroprietor.  No,  mr,  tbe 
cidzeoa  of  this  class  are  most  distressed  when 
an  industrious  member  is  called  away  from  the 
little  circle;  when  an  aedTC  son  or  brother 
is  lost  to  the  a^  &ther  or  helpless  sisters, 
who  depend  on  hu  ud  to  carry  on  the  frngal 
operations  of  that  domesUo  industiy,  which  is 
necessary  to  the  common  subsistence  and  com- 
fort. The  absence  from  home  of  those  most 
needed,  in  this  way,  was  tbe  chief  cause  of 
that  general  wreck  of  small  fortunes,  which 
was  one  great  feature  of  the  nniTersal  distress. 
I  inysolf,  sir,  know  families,  from  which,  not 
one  alone,  bnt  two,  and  even  three,  who  were 
moat  wanted  at  home,  were  yielaed  to  the 
common  oanse;  from  which,  when  Joseph  was 
not^  and  Simeon  was  not,  the  voice  of  a  bleed- 
ing country  called  Bei^amia  an^ay  also.  And 
however  great  the  sacrifice,  the  call  was  obeyed, 
as  is  well  known  from  many  a  tonching  anec> 
dote  of  tliose  eventful  times.  Lot  me  quote 
but  one  from  the  memorials  of  that  day  on 
which  tbe  first  blood  of  the  Revolution  was 
shed  in  that  district  of  which  I  am  the  hamble 
representative  :  "  The  day  that  the  report 
of  titis  affair  reached  Barnstable,  a  company 
of  militia  immediately  assembled  and  marched 
off  to  Cambridge.  In  the  front  rank  there  was 
a  yoang  man,  tlie  son  of  a  respectable  father, 
his  only  child.  In  marching  from  the  village, 
as  they  passed  his  house,  he  came  ont  to  meet 
them,  f here  was  a  momentary  halt.  The 
drum  and  fife  paused  for  wi  fautant  The 
&ther,  suppressing  a  strong  and  evident  emo- 
tion, said,  *God  be  with  you  oU,  rtiy  friends  I 
and  John,  if  you,  my  son,  are  called  into 
battle,  take  core  that  yim  behave  like  a 
man,  or  else  let  me  never  see  your  face 
again.* " 

Yes,  sir,  the  spirit  of  tbe  day  was  eqaol  to  its 
trials ;  bnt  let  us  not  talk  of  tbe  soldier  as  ex- 
empt in  any  degree  from  tbe  common  saffering 
of  tbe  citizen :  when  the  fact,  that  he  was  ab- 
sent &«>m  home  in  the  Army,  miglit  be  the 
heaviest  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  his  'family, 
and  to  his  own  prosperity  as  a  member  of  it.  It 
deserves  also  to  b«  recollected,  that  the  sn^ru 
inga  of  the  country,  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
were  probably  more  severe,  on  the  whole,  than 
during  its  continuance.  The  hardens  of  tbe 
war  were  tlien  consolidated  on  society ;  a  con- 
siderable source  of  wealth,  the  expenditure  of 
the  foreign  troops,  was  dried  up ;  the  ardor  of 
the  contest  was  gone,  and  ruin  came  home  to 
almost  every  door.  IVadition  can  tell  us  of  in- 
stances where  the  farmer's  osen  were  nnyokcd 
by  the  tax-gatherer  from  tbe  plough.   Such  waa 


tbe  Mate  of  things  which  drove  a  portion  tbe 
citizens  of  my  own  Sti^  to  madness ;  such  was 
the  condition  of  the  homes  to  which  those,  wbo 
had  borne  the  hardships  and  perils  of  the  war, 
too  often  returned.  Let  us  not  then  imtgiae, 
sir,  that  the  army,  in  the  midst  of  its  peculbr 
privaUons,  was,  in  the  least  degree,  qiand  from 
ita  portion  of  general  calamity. 

It  is  that  the  relief  whldi  tins  ^  pro- 
vides fbr  the  surviving  officers  of  tbe  Bemlv- 
tion,  is  a  preminm  on  old  age.  ffir,  fliit  ex- 
presnon  sounds  hardily  to  my  ear.  Tbe  tern 
preminm,  when  thus  used,  reminds  me  ^IhoM 
measures  in  political  economy  which  are  resold 
ed  to,  in  order  to  stimulate  production.  'Wesaj 
that  heavy  duties  on  foreign  fabrics  are  a  pre- 
mium on  domesdo  mann&ctnres — that  injodi- 
oious  alms-fi^ving  is  a  preminm  cm  panperism. 
The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  to  have  Um 
effect  of  multiplying  the  numbers  of  the  sf^ 
and  Venerable  persona  to  whom  it  looks.  6ir, 
they  are  dropping  fast  into  the  grave;  yoor 
bounty  will  oome  too  late  to  produce  that  effect 
opcm  them,  which,  at  an  earlier  st^e^  might 
IwTe  «iaihled  diem  to  tnd  d^anoe  to  tbft  various 
foei  oi  life.  The  most  it  can  do  will  be  to  soothe 
thcnr  dedine.  At  all  events^  it  will  not  incresia 
their  number ;  and  considenng  who  they  are,  I 
would  ra^er  call  it  a  solace  and  a  comfort,  tfaas 
a  premium  for  old  age. 

I  am  sorry,  sir,  that  we  cannot  ^  fortber  at 
this  time;  that  in  making  provision  for  the 
surviving  veteran,  we  cannot  also  make  pro- 
vision for  the  widow  and  children  of  those  vbo 
are  deceased.  Nothing  but  the  w^-settled' 
conviction,  that  the  bill,  as  already  proposed  to 
be  amended  by  my  colleague,  is  the  best  bill 
which  can  be  carrie<1  through  the  Hoose,  recun- 
cUea  me  to  omit  from  It  the  amendment,  sag- 
gosted  yesterday  by  another  honorable  collea^ 
and  frioid,  (Mr.  Dwiqht.)  Bat,  ur,  ve  man  be 
contented  to  do  what  good  we  can,  and  not  n- 
fuse  to  do  any  good,  because  we  cannot  do  ail 
good.  The  case  of  the  survivors  la  a  case  by  it- 
self;  it  has  been  investigated;  their  number  is 
nearly  ascertained ;  and  the  aj^iropriation  pro- 
posed is  calculated  to  afford  a  certain  relief  to 
those  who  share  it.  Whensoever  the  case  of 
the  widows  and  children  shall,  by  any  honorable 
gentleman,  be  proposed  to  Congress  in  such  a 
manner  that  we  can  also  act  with  discretion 
upon  it,  it  shall  not  want  my  feeble  aid. 

But,  sir,  we  have  a  national  debt  to  be  paid 
oC  The  topic,  in  one  view  of  iL  was  treated 
with  great  ability,  by  my  Mead  ttam  lUne ; 
and  it  was  also  very  pertinently  observed  by  tlie 
htmorable  Chiunnan  of  the  committee,  (Mr. 
HsMFniLL,)  in  the  able  argument  with  which  he 
intriMluced  its  discussion,  that  the  provisions  of 
tlie  bill,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  not  del.1T 
the  payment  of  the  national -debt  more  than 
sixty  or  ninety  days.  This  national  debt  is  a 
standing  theme.  I  do  not  remember  a  debate 
or  a  question  of  appropriation,  this  season,  not 
even  on  poor  Mrs.  Denney's  pension,  in  which 
the  payment  of  tiko  natkmal  debt  has  not  bees 
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Tecommeaded  to  oar  ftuxioiu  connderstioo.  On 
this  subject,  Uierefore,  I  will  ask  to  be  pardoned 
a  irord.  I  know,  sir,  it  ifl  a  sound  Bepablican 
muim,  to  pay  off  the  national  debt.  1  am  no 
beEerar  Id  the  propontion,  tbot  s  national  debt 
i>  a  national  blessing.  It  is  in  ih»  spirit  of  onr 
institiitioii^  that  the  OoTemment  shoold  stand 
in  as  feir  and  simple  relations  as  posnble  to  the 
people ;  that  there  should  be  as  little  Gorern- 
meot  as  p<»sible ;  that  the  people  shoold  do  as 
moch  ss  posdble  for  themselves.  It  is  a  vtola- 
tion  of  uese  sonnd  doctrines,  that  GhiTemmeat 
diuold  stand  towards  a  portion  of  the  citizens 
in  s  perpetuated  relation  of  debtorship  to  a  vast 
UDonnL  For  this  reason,  it  is  desirable  to  pay 
off  the  debt.  Bat  aa  a  fioancial  operation,  to 
relieve  or  disembarrass  the  people,  it  is,  in  my 
present  view  of  the  sntyect,  little  better  than  a 
firce:  almost  as  much  so  as  the  operations  of 
the  Englisb  linking  fimd  were  at  a  time  wben 
vast  loana  were  annoaUy  made;  in  other 
vords,  when  the  money  was  borrowed  to  pbce 
in  the  hands  o£  the  commiasioners.  Sir,  yon 
pay  off  fire  millionfl  of  the  national  debt,  we 
«^  sup^Kiee,  tfiis  year.  What  is  guned  by  so 
ditiogt  Toa  are  relieved,  it  will  m  answered, 
from  the  necessity  of  paying  the  interest  on  five 
mlUioDS  of  dollars.  Granted:  bat  where  do 
TOD  get  five  laiUiona,  by  which  yoa  pay  off  so 
much  of  the  debt  I  Ton  take  it,  of  coarse,  by 
taiatioD,  direct  or  iodirect,  from  the  pockets  of 
tlie  people.  In  other  words,  yoa  deprive  them 
of  it,  and  the  interest  on  it,  forever.  What, 
then,  have  yoa  gmned  by  the  operation  1  Yon 
iiXTt  taken  a  sum  of  money  out  of  one  pocket, 
and  pat  it  into  the  other.  I  s^d  this  grave  pniee- 
dare  vaa  almost  a  &Tce.  In  its  direct  operation, 
it  is;  in  its  remote  results,  it  is  a  great  loss  to 
tbe  eoantiT.  The  debt  is  now  about  ^h^ 
milUon?.  Twenty-five  years  hence,  oar  popn- 
UthiD  win  be  doubled;  our  wealth,  no  oonbt^ 
moch  more  than  doubled,  but,  to  be  within 
boQDda,  let  US  say  it  will  be  doubled.  A  nominal 
debt  of  ei(^ty  millions,  twenty-five  years  hence, 
Till  be  no  more  burdeosome  than  one  of  forty 
tnillioDS  now.  In  other  words,  time,  and  the 
luppy  progress  of  tho  conntiy,  would  of  them- 
tAyta  reduce  the  debt,  if  yon  would  leave  the 
thiiw  to  their  silent  operation,  as  fast,  perhaps, 
u  the  poUio  welfare  demands.  By  hastening 
ftj  the  debt,  we  tbwefine  increase  the 
OMutry^s  bnrden.  No  member  of  this  oconmit- 
tee  will  doubt  that,  if  the  debt  were  not  redeem- 
it  oould  be  ftmded  at  four  per  oent. 
Tha  would  be  of  itself  paying  near  twenty 
iaQlir>Bs  oat  of  the  eighty;  this  would  be  a  gain 
indeed.  But,  no,  Mr.  Oh^rman,  we  in^tapon 

r>;ingitoffnowat  sizper  c«it.  However,  sir, 
do  not  wish  to  pursue  this  subject.  I  am  con- 
tent to  have  SDggested  a  reason,  why  the  na- 
tional debt  may  be  left  to  be  considered  at  the 
prop«r  time,  when  the  reports  of  tiie  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  are  before  the  House.  I 
viU  only  add,  that  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  national  debt  and  debt  between  man  and 
nan.  The  national  debt  is  the  eridanoe  of  a 


capital  conanmed  in  the  public  service.  No 
operation  of  finance  can  restore  what  has  thus 
been  destroyed.  If  the  otgects  for  which  tiiis 
oiftital  was  crasomed  were  ^ood,  the  expoid^ 
tore  was  wise  and  proper;  if  not,  it  was  im- 
provident; bat  the  paying,  or  leaving  it  nn- 
pdd,  in  no  degree  affects  the  wealth  of  the 
nation,  except  as  I  have  already  represented  it; 
and  oa^ht  not,  therefore,  evn-  to  come  into  con- 
aid  eration,  to  prevent  oar  making  farther  ex- 
penditure for  necessary  or  laudable  olijects. 

There  is  one  consideration,  Mr.  Ohurmon, 
whidi,  as  often  as  I  have  revolved  this  subject 
in  my  mind,  has  seemed  to  call  upon  ns,  for 
Ter7  shame,  to  do  something  for  these  men.  It 
is  this,  that  liberal  provision  has  been,  and 
continues  to  be  made,  by  the  English  Govern- 
ment, for  those  who^  in  that  coontry,  are  oolled 
Ameriooa  lOToUsts— 4a  thia  oouutry,  refugees 
and  ixake.  Sir,  I  hare  mjueU  seen  the  otmtrast 
to  which  I  allude ;  I  hare  seen  the  declining 
days  of  a  person,  who  had  filled  a  very  subor- 
dinate post  in  the  public  service  before  the  year ' 
1776,  made  comfortable  by  the  liberal  pro- 
vision of  the  British  Government.  Tee,  nr,  I 
have  seen  the  imperial  arm  of  her  charity 
stretched  out  across  the  Atlantic,  to  support 
him  in  the  wioter.of  life,  while  the  veteran  of 
tiie  Revolution  was  absolutely  suffering,  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  for  the  want  of  such  relief 
as  tills  bul  would  afford.  Gentiemen  all  know, 
that  the  provision  for  the  American  loyalists  still 
forms  an  item  in  the  annual  budget  in  Great 
Briton ;  that  a  pOTtion  of  the  boant;  is  dis- 
pensed in  this  oountiy;  while,  even  in  Us 
amendment,  my  worthy  oolleagne  has  thou^t 
it  neeesBory  to  make  residence  in  the  United 
States  a  coodition  of  receiving  this  late  and 
poor  provision.  I  do  not  olfjeot  to  this  practi- 
cally, I  presume  it  will  deprive  no  one  of  what 
he  would  otiierwise  reo^ve ;  but  I  would  will- 
ingly tiave  nnnlated  the  bounty  which  knows 
how  to  pursue  its  rightfkil  ol^eots  to  the  end  of 
the  earth. 

Consider,  for  a  moment,  the  Amount  of  the 
expenditure  for  the  military  service  of  the  year 
on  oor  present  establishment.  The  entire  an- 
nual cost  of  ti'e  military  defence  of  the  country, 
including,  indeed,  the  expendve  articles  of 
fortifications  and  engineering,  u  five  nfillionsttf 
doUars.  Sir,  I  make  no  unfriendly  reflections 
on  any  part  of  this  expenditure,  nther  for  the 
permanent  and  durable  oljeotf^  or  for  the  an- 
nual service  of  the  military  force  of  the  country. 
I  voted,  carefully,  for  the  whole  q>propriatioD. 
But  I  pray  you,  sir,  remember  that,  at  the  rate 
of  five  millions  per  annum,  we  have  paid,  since 
the  year  1817,  forty  milliona  of  dollars ;  while 
the  entire  war  debt  of  the  Revolation— tbe 
whole  debt  for  military  and  naval,  domestic  aud 
foreign  service,  was  but  forty-two  millions,  as 
estimated  in  1788.  While,  then,  in  eight  years 
of  these  piping  times  of  peace,  we  pf^,  for  the 
various  objects  of  military  expwiditure,  an 
amount  nearly  equal  to  the  whoto  war  debt  of 
Uie  BevolntioD,  oaa  it  be  a^  that  we  ou^t 
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not,  or  cannot,  make  this  poor  appropriation,  to 
pay  a  part  of  that  tinliqnidat«d  debt  of  honor 
and  justice,  which  li  now  orged  upon  ns !  Can 
'we,  sir,  bat  three  months  after  voting  these  great 
appropriaUon  bills  for  miUtarr  expenditnre 
«  a  Eeaaon  of  profound  peaoe^  can  we  turn  from 
onr  ioor  the  scarred  ana  gra^-litired  Teteran  of 
the  war,  which  gave  being  to  onr  nation  f  Sir,  I 
cost  no  impatation  on  onr  Annj,  or  its  Officers. 
Thej  do  all  that  can  be  done  in  time  of  peaoe ; 
as  some  of  them,  in  oor  last  stroKgle,  did  all  tltat 
oould  be  done  by  gallant  men,  m  time  of  war ; 
bnt  I  know  they  themselves  would  be  the  last  to 
aay,  that  they  deserved  an  earner  and  prompter 
provision,  than  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution. 

Bir,  if  liiia  act  of  grateful  joetioe  is  ever  to  be 
performed,  now  is  the  time  for  its  performance. 
The  present  year  completes  the  half  oentary 
duoe  the  Dedaration  oi  lodependenoe;  and 
most  derootly  do  I  hope,  tliat,  when  the  silver 
tnimpet  of  oor  p<diUcal  Jubilee  aoniids,  it  may 
be  with  a  note  of  comfort  and  Joy  to  the  with- 
*  ered  heart  of  the  war-worn  veteran  of  Ae  Rev- 
dnUon.  Onr  tardy  provision  wiU,  indeed, 
oome  too  late  to  help  him  through  the  hard 
Journey  of  life ;  it  will  not  come  too  late  to  al- 
leviate the  sorrows  of  age,  and  smooth  the  pil- 
low of  decline.  Sir,  it  is  the  fiftieth  year  of 
our  Independence.  How  much  we  shall  read, 
how  much  we  shall  hear,  how  much,  perhape, 
we  shall  say  this  year,  about  the  glorious  ex- 
ploits of  our  fathers,  and  the  debt  of  gratitude 
we  owe  them.  I  do  not  wish  this  to  be  all  talk. 
I  want  to  do  something.  I  want  a  suhstantial 
trlboto  to  be  pqid  them.  Praise,  rir,  is  sweet 
miisie,  both  to  <^  and  young;  bnt  I  boneetly 
oonfusB  that  my  mind  relucts  and  revolts,  by 
aotii^tttion,  at  the  thought  of  the  oompliments 
vith  which  we  are  going  to  fill  the  ears  of  these 
poor  veterans,  while  we  leave  tlieh:  pockets 
empty,  and  their  backs  cM.  If  we  cast  out 
this  bill,  I  do  hope  that  somo  member  of  this 
Boose,  possessing  an  influence  to  which  I  can- 
not aspire,  will  introduce  another,  to  make  it 
penal  to  say  a  word  on  the  fonrth  of  July,  about 
the  debt  of  gratitude  which  weowe  to  the  heroes 
of  the  Revolution.  Let  the  day  and  the  topic 
pass  in  decent  silence.  I  hato  all  gag-laws ;  hot 
there  is  one  thing  I  am  willing  to  gag — ttie 
Tworing  tongue  of  a  bankrupt,  who  has  grown 
and  talka  sentiment,  about  the  obligation 
be  feels  to  his  needy  creditor,  whom  he  paid  off 
at  &!<.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

Hr.  AuToir  made  some  ezpUmattons,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  EvECTTT,  when  the  qnestion  wos 
t^en  on  filling  the  blank  In  the  amendment 
with  "  twelve  hundred  thousand  dollars,"  and 
carried — ayes  81,  nays  89. 

Mr.  Wabd  then  offered  the  following,  to  be 
added  as  a  sixth  section : 

*'  Sic.  &  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
snrriTor  in  the  militia,  during  the  ReTolutionary 
war,  being  now  a  resident  of  Uie  United  States,  for 
the  peiiod  of  nine  months  in  one  term  of  serriee, 
shall,  if  a  comadsrioDed  olBoer,  rsedve  twenty  dol* 
loia  permontii;  and,  If  he  served  iaa^otMrc^ 


^ity,  shall  reoelve  eight  doUars  per  month,  dnring 

Ur.  OooEK  now  suggested  to  Hr.  Wakd  to 
modify  this  section,  by  inserting  three,"  in- 
stead ot "  sine**  montluL 

Mr.  Wabd  accepted  the  modification,  ssd 
the  question  b^ng  pot  m  the  section,  as  tiin 
amended,  it  was  ad(^>ted— yeis  66,  nays  67. 

Mr.  MAsmr,  expnasing  a  derire  to  addiw 
the  committee,  but  referring  to  the  latcBfia  ti 
the  hour,  (it  was  now  hal^past  four  o'cfe^ 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

After  a  desultory  conversatitHi,  the  motion 
prevailed,  and  the  committee  rose. 

Mr.  BcoHAK&H  then  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  fnrtber 
consideration  of  the  "bill  for  the  relief  of  dis 
Revolutionary  officers^"  with  a  view  that  its 
farther  consUeraticHi  be  ocmdncted  in 

the  Honse. 

Before  any  decision  was  had, 

The  Eow  a^ounied. 


Wbdkxsdat,  April  26. 
2fea  Ona  TVwsf  y. 
The  following  MMsage  was  reodvad  bom 
the  President  of  the  United  Statea : 

T»  tie  SaiaU  and  Bow  nf  Sq^reatatathn  if  di 

Wabrinotok,  25(&  Apr^  1826. 
I  now  transmit  to  both  Houses  of  Congrw,  cop- 
ies of  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  nation  of  IndUn, 
concluded  on  the  24th  day  of  January  lut,  vith  a 
supidementary  article,  signed  on  the  81st  of  lut 
month,  whiah  have  been,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Sraate,  duly  ratified.  I  send,  at  the 
same  time,  copies  of  the  treaty  supeneded  \j  then, 
rigoed  at  the  Indian  Sprinss,  on  the  ISth  M  Fcbra* 
ary,  1B25.  The  treaty  ana  sopplementaiy  artiek, 
now  ratified,  will  require  the  aid  of  die  LexiaUtora 
for  carrying  them  into  effect.  And  I  sidiijoin  a  IcU 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  pioposiDg  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  the  ponwse  of  bciiitatiog 
the  removal  of  that  portion  of  tiie  Creek  aatioa 
wliich  may  be  disposed  to  remove  west  of  the  IH*- 
sia^iqd ;  recommending  the  whole  sabjeet  to  the  &• 
vonble  oondderatlon  of  Congress. 

JoHH  QmKCT  Asavs. 

DirunmiT  or  Was.  A/rtfM,  1836. 

Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  re^wesent,  that,  froa 
infomatioQ  lately  received,  a  further  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  that  provided  for 
in  the  9th  article  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Crerk^ 
judiciously  applied  in  indemnifyiog  emigrants  for 
their  improvements  in  the  unceded  part  of  their 
Territory,  as  well  witttio  the  limits  of  Alabaina  as 
of  Georgia,  (should  indeed  any  portion  of  th«r  land 
be  found  within  tlie  hitter  State  in  thli  predicament,) 
win  tend  to  increase  the  number  of  emigrants,  and 
thereby,  to  the  extent  of  its  influrnce,  to  promote 
the  general  policy  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  I  Bab< 
mit  to  yon  the  propriety  of  communiea^^  this  aid^ 
jeet  to  the  consideration  of  Congren. 

I  liava  tlie  honor  to  be,  yoor  obedient  sarfan^ 
Jaub  Baaaon 
Th»  PruUmt  tfOnt  VmMSima. 

Digitized  by  Google 


DliBATRS  07  OONGBESS. 


£87 


StkoetljmA. 


[R  or  R. 


School  Landi, 


Ilie  House  then  took  np  the  bill  "to  appro* 
priite  lands  for  the  support  of  schools  in  cer- 
uia  townships,  and  fraikional  townships,  not 
bdonnorUM.** 

TIiumU  had  tieCD  before  ft  Oomndtteo  ctf  the 
Wbole;  end  the  qnastkui  nov  bdng  on  ofder^ 
ii^  the  KU  to  be  epgroeatd  tvt  a  uiird  read- 
'm~ 

Mr.  ToToir  said,  one  word  of  explanation 
midit  be  neoesaary  to  enable  the  Uonae  to 
nMentand  the  otyect  of  the  bilL  The  ordi- 
nanoe  of  the  80th  of  May,  1786,  which  is  the 
btftis  of  the  land  antem,  had  made  provision 
fw  the  support  of  eehools,  in  the  territory 
OTDed  by  the  United  States,  and  directed  one 
thirty-nxth  part,  or  rate  section  of  land,  being 
Ko.  16,  to  be  reserved  and  set  ^ort  for 
tbe  iOf^Knt  of  sobot^  within  each  township. 
It  wsB  the  erideot  intentioii  of  that  law  to 
Bake  a  gouawl  proririoii  fiv  the  sopport  of 
•chooh,  in  the  Thok  oonntry  owned  1^  the 
riut«d  Stitea;  and  omutitntes  one  of  the  in- 
dacemeDts  of  the  settler  to  buy  vt  the  Gorem- 
ment.  Owing,  however,  to  the  manner  in 
Tbieh  the  pablic  lands  are  anrveyed,  this  in- 
duemeDt  is  not  alw^  held  oat  to  the  emi- 
r<nt,  ind  the  intention  of  the  ordinance  is 
tlm  partially  defeated.  The  pablio  surveys 
ire,  ia  general,  based  on  the  navi^ble  rivers, 
iDcli  as  the  Ohio,  Mississippi^  Missouri,  Ac. ; 
the  coDseqoence  of  which  is,  that  most  of  the 
toTssIiipa  situate  upon  the  rivers  are  fractional 
tomuhtps,  and,  in  very  many  of  them,  by  a 
bend  tg  torn  in  the  river,  seotion  No.  IB  is  cut 
«C  sod  the  township,  by  this  aoddental  dr> 
ctOMtnee,  dqnived  of  its  school  land.  A 
demer  popolathm  is  generally  found  on  the 
Bisrna  of  these  streams,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  th«  ooimtiy,  and  hence  it  happens,  that,  in 
Iben  fiftctifmal  townshipa,  where  there  is  a 
frater  necessity  for  ecnoms  tiian  anywhere 
no  {ffovirion  at  all  has  been  made  for  their 
Import.  This  bill  proposes  to  place  these 
town^ps  npon  a  footing  with  the  entire  town- 
■bip^  by  giving  to  them  a  quantity  of  land 
bearing  the  same  proportion  to  a  whole  section 
of  land,  that  the  fractional  township  bears  to 
a  whole  township.  The  bill  farther  proposes 
to  aaka  Movision  for  soch  entire  townships 
of  had  as  iisTO  been  heretofore  nnprovided  toe. 
or  these,  there  are  a  fow  that  have  bem  grant- 
ed by  CtH^nee  witiuat  the  resenraticHi  of  a 
HbooJ  tecticm — among  which,  the  township  of 
lud  recently  granted  to  General  lAfayette  is 
one,  the  inhabitants  of  which  will  be  without 
Mj  provision  for  the  snpport  of  schools.  The 
French  grant,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  is  another 
tract  of  land  in  the  same  situation ;  to  make 
provisitHi  for  which,  Mr.  V.  said,  ho  held  an 
•moulment  in  his  hand,  proposing  to  appro- 
priate one  section  and  a  qaarter  for  the  sop- 
port  of  schools  in  that  grant. 

Mr.  V.  said  it  might  be  proper  for  him  to 
*X,  before  he  sat  down,  that  the  bill  and 


amendment  had  tiie  entire  approbation  of  the 
whole  Committee  on  the  Pnbtic  Lands. 
[The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Yiiitoit, 

Eroposed  ttiat  a  section  and  a  qaarter  of  land 
e  granted  for  the  snpport  of  sdux^s  in  that 
tnut  of  oonntry  naoaUy  called  tiie  IVeaoh 
Grant,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.] 

Mr.  Ooon,  after  boom  goural  observiti(HU 
in  diaqtprobation  of  the  fodlity  with  which 
Congress  ia  in  the  praotice  of  granting  away 
the  public  lands,  and  expres^ve  of  his  donbta 
of  tbe  en>edienoy  of  this  measure,  inquired, 
whether  the  provt^ona  of  this  bill  came  within 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  VnfTOiT  said,  in  reply,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  mqnired  whether  the 
United  States  were  bound  by  their  compact 
with  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  give  school  lands  to 
these  frsotioDal  townships.  His  answer  to  the 
inquiry  waa,  that  the  bill  was  not  otmfined  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  but  embraced  all  the  West- 
ern States  whermr  the  sorveya  wen  based 
upon  rivers  or  other  public  waters,  or  where, 
fnim  any  other  cause,  there  might  be  a  frac- 
tional township  desdtota  of  {nrovldon  for 
schools.  Bnt,  sinoe  the  gentleman  had  socmen 
of  the  oompoot  between  Ohio  and  the  United 
States,  wbicli,  under  the  same  terms,  has  been 
entered  into  with  the  other  new  States  which 
have  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  he  woold 
say,  tliat  those  fractional  townships  had  a  fair 
right  to  ask  for  the  benefits  of  this  bill,  on  the 
ground,  that  a  compliance  with  the  spirit  of 
the  compacts  required  it  at  oor  bands.  Section 
No.  t6,  in  each  township,  was  given  by  the 
compacts  with  those  States,  in  oonrideratiou  of 
the  promise  by  those  States  not  to  tax  the 
poblic  lands  for  five  years  after  befaig  sold. 
Now,  sir,  the  fractioniu  townships,  as  woU  as 
the  entire  townships,  are  not  sul^ect  to  the 
taxing  power  of  the  States  where  ritnated, 
until  the  expiration  of  that  period  after  sole. 
The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  grants  of 
land  for  any  purpose  lying  within  these  States. 
They  have  no  power  to  tax,  whether  the  dis- 
position of  the  land  by  the  United  States  be 
by  gift  or  sale,  until  five  years  shall  have 
elapsed.  The  States  having  agreed  to  forego 
right  of  taxation  for  the  benefit  of  educa- 
ti(Hi.  uie  equivalent  given  oa(^t  to  be  oo-ez- 
takave  wit&  the  right  snrrendered  in  fovor  of 
the  United  States;  which  surrender  of  the  tax- 
ing right,  09  already  observed,  extends  to  all 
the  l^vds  embrared  by  the  bill,  and  which 
ought,  therefore,  in  justice  and  equity,  to  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  the  compact  in  common 
with  all  other  lands. 

But,  Mr.  y.  sud,  if  these  considerations  were 
wanting,  he  presnmed  the  House  would  fed  no 
reluctance  in  making  this  small  appropriation 
of  loud  for  such  an  object,  when  we  had 
already,  this  session,  and  every  other  session 
since  he  had  been  a  member,  given  away  far 
greater  quantities  of  land,  to  men  who  bad  no 
other  merit  thaa  that  of  having  taken  possos 
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sion  of  the  public  lands,  without  any  claim  or 
ehadow  of  right  or  authority,  and  in  the  face 
of  the  law  to  the  contrary.  Whereas,  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  are  intended  to  promote  an 
Direct  of  the  highest  value  and  importance. 

At  thto  stage  oi  the  proceedings  on  the  bill, 
a  motion  for  adjoamment  vas  made  and  car- 
ried. 


Wednbsdat,  May  8. 
Com  ({f  Mrt.  DeeeUur. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Hr.  Bttokneb  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
*'  to  compensate  Mrs.  Busan  Decatur,  widow 
and  representative  of  Captidn  Stephen  Deca- 
tur, and  others." 

[The  bill  provides  that  dollars  be  ap- 
propriated as  a  fall  compensation  and  re- 
mtmeratioQ  to  Susan  Decatur,  widow  and 
representative  of  the  late  Captain  Stephen 
Decatur,  commander,  and  to  the  officers  and 
crew,  of  the  schooner  Intrepid,  for  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  the  irigate  Philadelphia, 
before  Tripoli ;  to  be  divided  among  the  saiu 
Susan  Decatur,  the  officers  and  crew  aforesaid, 
or  their  representatives,  in  such  manner  that 
each  individual  shall  receive  such  proportion 
thereof,  according  to  hia  grade,  as  was  paid  to 
the  captors  of  the  Guerriere,  Macedonian,  and 
Java,  of  the  same  grade,  of  the  compensation 
appropriated  to  them.] 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  was  read,  together  with  nn^ry  doon- 
ments,  relative  to  this  case. 

Mr.  HoLOOifu  rD8&  and  stated,  that  h%  had 
been  authcnized  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Al^rs,  to  move  any  sum  for  filling  this  blank 
with,  which  he  might  think  proper.  That 
after  a  foil  examination  of  the  claim,  he  had 
determined  to  propose  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  with  one  hundred  thousand  doUars ; 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  state  to  the 
committee  the  facts  and  course  of  reasoning 
which  had  induced  him  to  propose  and  defend 
this  sum. 

lienU  Decatur  could  have  removed  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  from  the  harbor  of  Tripoli, 
alter  her  re-capture,  had  not  the  peremptory 
orders  of  Com,  rreble  to  the  contraiy,  prevent- 
ed him  from  making  the  attempt  This  con- 
dusion,  Mr.  H.  said,  appeared  to  him  irresisti- 
ble, from  a  variety  of  facts:  the  ship  was 
carried  with  great  gallantry,  but  without  loss ; 
and  continnoa  in  uninterrupted  possession  of  < 
the  captors  for  half  an  hour,  in  which  time  she 
was  fired  in  various  directions;  and  was  not 
abandoned  until  the  flames  had  involved  the 
whole  ship,  even  the  rigging  and  tops,  and  were 
seen  bursting  (to  use  tiie  language  of  Lieut 
Decatur's  report)  from  the  ports  and  hatch- 
ways. Then,  bnt  not  until  the  destruction  of 
the  ship  had  bem  made  oertain^^iofc,  indeed, 
until  rae  had  been  placed  beyond  the  reach 
oi  oontingenoy  to  redeem — Client.  Deoatnr  and 
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his  brave  associates  boarded  their  gallant  little 
ketch,  (well  named  the  Intrepid,)  and  slovif 
and  with  much  difficulty  effected  their  reUtit, 
by  beating  out  of  the  harbor.  The  half  hnr 
consumed  in  destroying  the  ship  was  ouof 
great  interest  The  wind  (aa  C^it  Jumi^ 
letter  and  the  pilot's  testimony  prom)  wtoelt 
was  entirely  favorable  (blowing  off  the  shwe) 
at  the  moment  of  .caiTying  uie  frigats,  uu 
which  continued  so  for  neady  half  aa  hour 
afterwards,  suddenly  veered  about  (aach  end- 
den  changes  are  common  to  that  regimi)  ind 
became  decisively  unfavorable—in  a  beid 
wind.  The  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  were  is 
a  state  of  perfect  bewilderment  Boats  fiM 
with  seamen  and  soldiers  were  smi  roving 
near  the  fri^te.  But  not  the  slightest  effort 
was  made  either  to  repulse  the  aseailaats, « 
arrest  the  retreat  of  uie  ketch.  Not  a  ^ 
was  fired  from  the  Tripolitan  marine,  vhid 
lay  within  pistol-shot  distance  from  these  t» 
sds ;  and  althoi^h  the  battwies  finally  <^>aed 
upon  them,  their  fire  was  so  wild  and  irregular, 
as  to  take  effect  but  In  a  single  iostaace-a 
round  shot  passing  through  tiie  top-gallist 
sail  of  the  ketch  I  From  the  few  facta  tbni 
loosely  thrown  together,  Mr.  H.  cona&red 
himself  sustained  in  the  conclusion,  that  Ij<iit 
Decatur,  had  his  orders  warranted  the  attempt, 
by  cutting  the  cables  of  the  Philadelphia  iin- 
mediately  after  carrying  her,  conld  Kate  re- 
moved her  in  safety  and  trinmph  to  a  fridtd^ 
port  Eveiy  thins  was  favorable  to  soA  % 
result  The  wind  was  propitious— the  inkit 
skilftal  and  anxloiu  for  the  enterprise;  the 
ship,  too,  was  ready  for  sea  w  foe  action,  «Ten 
to  tilie  loading  of  her  guns  and  the  beadiiftf 
her  sails.  And  the  enemy  were  in  a  state  of 
total  incapacity  either  for  porsoU  or  attid— 
panic-struck  and  paralyzed. 

Mr.  H.  contended,  if  the  ketch,  Bcarc«lf  • 
match  for  one  of  the  smallest  Tripolitan  rmis- 
era,  after  the  enemy's  first  momenta  of  dism^ 
had  subsided,  with  the  wind  ahead,  were  pe^ 
mitted  to  deport  nnmoleated,  that  no  attempt 
could  have  been  made — ^no  attempt  would  haTO 
been  made,  to  have  orrested  the  retreat  of  tlie 
frigate.  The  frigate  was  incomparaUy  tb 
sa£ar  place.  Her  defences  were  ample,  and  tlte 
crew  of  the  Intrepid,  unreduced  by  the  gaUint 
conquest  whidi  they  had  Just  aebioTed.  ven 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  have  manned  faer  bat- 
teries and  made  siul  upon  the  ship.  The  balf- 
hour  consumed  in  her  destmetion  would  even 
have  enabled  the  captors  (so  short  was  the 
distance,  not  two  and  a  half  miles)  to  ban 
towed  her  into  the  open  sea.  But  such  an 
attempt  would  have  been  onnecessary:  for  the 
wind,  as  before  observed,  was  favorable,  and 
the  pilot  perfectly  familiar  with  the  barlxff- 
From  the  whole  history  of  this  aohievcniait, 
sustained  by  official  documenta,  and  reafioouig 
from  all  anfdogy — all  preoedent--all  probabil^ 
—Mr.  H.  eoBttdwed  hia  first  podtion  asAuT 
estaUiahed:  that  Ueut  Decatur  ooold 
removed  the  frigate  HiUadi^EUa  fteaa  m 
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iurbor  of  "nipcdi,  had  not  his  orders  prerented 
hiin  from  nuking  the  attempt. 

Had  die  cap  tore  racoeeded  in  removing  their 
prize  to  a  place  of  safety,  the^  would  have  been 
entitled  the  {mze  law  of  1800  to  the  foil  value 
of  the  Aip,  to  SSO^OOO  or  800,000  doUars. 

Btf^  to  obviate  all  difflmlties  on  this  point ; 
to  looommodate,  as  &r  as  posriUe,  all  diffw- 
enecs  of  niinion  growing  out  of  the  qnesUon, 
vbether  uie  conm  or  conld  not  have  been 
Rinoved,  the  Mends  of  1^  bill  have  resolved 
to  consider  her  as  worth  to  the  o^>tors  one 
Imndred  thousand  dollars  in  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli— which  is  the  lowest  sum,  taking  all 
risk»-8U  probabilities  of  recaptnre,  Into  con- 
lideratuMi,  st  whtdi  they  can  consent  to  rate 
liff.  A  regsrd  for  the  memory  of  Commodore 
Decitar,  and  the  honor  of  the  brave  men  as- 
Hxiiated  with  him  in  this  nneqoalled  enterotise, 
Kr.  H.  said,  forbade  him  to  name  a  sum  lower 
tbaa  Uu9~a  sum  which  might  be  defanded, 
Htbo*  spon  the  priDeiple  of  ngfat  to  which  the 
t^itors  were  entitled  tqr  the  law  of  180(^  or 
D^s  the  prine^>le  remuneration,  as  a  re- 
Tard  for  a  merltorions  and  gallant  action. 
Aud  it  wtB  upon  this  mixed  consideration,  the 
«iiiii(terstion  of  remuneration  and  ri^t,  that 
lliij  most  interesting  claim,  in  his  opinion,  was 
jnolf  sustainable. 

^r.  11.  said  he  would  now  leave  the  defence 
irf  Uie  bill  Dpon  the  principle  of  right  or  cap- 
ture, to  its  professional  friends,  ana  proceed  to 
it  npcHi  other  principles — upon  the  force 
of  UQiDMoas  precedents,  and  the  uniform  prao- 
^  and  policT  of  this  country.  For,  if  there 
bevDopiiiidide,  he  add,  more  than  any  other, 
fBtaiDad  by  Hs  uniform  praeUoe  and  pdicy, 
4tvajthepriiuaple  of  rewarding  the  oi^itbrs  of 
poUie  ships  <rir  the  «nflnqr,  m  ships  captured 
ui  dotnqred  at  sea.  The  principle  has  ob- 
Uioed,  in  every  case,  nnce  the  organitation 
^  th«  navy,  with  this  single,  this  remarkable 
(iceptioQ.  And  geoUemen,  he  thonght,  would 
wilri^Manie  to  say,  tliat  the  achievement 
luW  consideration  was  not  at  least  e>qual  in 
IsHutrj  snd  merit  to  any  other  which  has 
eTcr graced  our  annals:  an  achievement  which, 
in  tbe  hi^ory  gallant  actions,  stands  alone— 
"like  the  son  in  the  system,  sm^  and  ma^ 
ptwebaUe." 

Mr.  IL  now  adced  the  attention  of  the  com- 
"iitlM  to  the  following  precedents,  as  being 
■nwg  the  most  strikiDg  whieh  snstain  the 
aim.  Whan  HoU  and  Bafaibridge  seat  the 
of  tbe  Gnerriere  and  the  Java  to  the 
■"^tom— burying  with  them  the  charm  of 
isvioability  on  the  sea  forever — they 
ffeeived  60,000  dollars,  with  the  thanks  of 
^gresa,  in  each  case;  when  Blakely— ^e 
Bl-fat«d  Blakely-^n  the  langnage  of  a  popnlar 
•ong  of  that  day— 

"Stopped  the  Avon's  course, 

And  OTeriuHiled  the  Reindeer ; " — 

vboi  ihe  lamented  Lawrence  sank  the  Peacock 
-*«WWting  the  moat  perfect  specimen  of 


marine  gunnery  which  the  world  had  ever 
seen ;  when  Jones  captured  the  Frolic ;  when 
Biddle  closed  the  oatologue  of  onr  naval  vic- 
tories, by  the  capture  and  desbnotion  of  tlie 
Pengaln,  they  all  received  the  tiianka  of  Con- 
gress, (uid  most  riohly— most  ^orionsly  tiiey 
earned  and  deserved  them,)  various  snms  ap- 
propriated to  the  relative  value  of  the  sliips 
eapturad  aivd  destroyed.  In  no  case,  I  repeat, 
has  remuneration  ever  before  been  withheld. 

There  are  other  precedents,  Mr.  Chairman, 
which  go  still  further  to  establish  the  right  of 
the  captors  of  the  Philadelphia  to  remunera- 
tion.  I  will  briefly  notice  several  of  them : 

Ist.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Col.  Lawrence, 
the  officers  and  men,  composing  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Boyer,  in  the  year  1814. 

This  act  allows  them  ^e  same  sum  as  prize 
money,  for  the  destruction  ctf  the  British  sloop 
of  war  Hermes,  as  would  have  been  allowed,  if 
the  sidd-sbop  of  war  had  been  o^ttorad  I7  on 
eqnal  naval  foroe. 

ad.  An  act  for  the  reUef  Pharoah  Farrow 
and  others. 

This  act  distributes  to  Pharoah  Farrow  and 
his  associates,  the  proceeds  arising  from  the 
sale  of  two  armed  boots  of  on  English  ship  of 
war,  captured  by  them,  during  the  late  war. 

Bd.  An  aot  for  the  distribution  of  $100,000 
among  tiie  captors  oS  the  AJgerine  vessels,  cul- 
tured and  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Alters. 

This  act  ^propriates  and  distributes  the 
above  snm  among  the  captors,  after  the  mode 
prescribed  by  Uie  law  of  distribution. 

This  act  constitutes  a  strong  oreoedent — re- 
mnneration  having  been  denumoed  and  made^ 
although  ndther  ca  the  vessels  in  qneatimi  had 
passed  throi^  Uie  formaliUes  of  condemna- 
tion. The  moment  the  American  en^gn  is  dis- 
played over  an  enemy's  vessel,  the  right  of  the 
captors  becomes  perfect.  Condemnation  is  a 
mere  formality.  The  whole  history  ctf  our 
maritime  warfare  thia  doeUine.  It 

has  no  exceptions. 

Hr.  H.  also  read  aevanl  otiber  aets  of  rimilar 
import. 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears,  from  the  captnre  and 
destruction  <^  a  squadron,  to  the  cc^ture  and 
destmcUon  of  the  smallest  armed  boat  of  the 
enemy,  the  captors,  in  every  instance,  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Oovamment,  with  this  signal 
exception,  a  liberal  remnneration.  I  recall 
the  asserliott;  they  have  not  reorived  a  Uberal 
remuneration.  Tlieir  remuneration,  on  the 
contrary,  has  been  a  mere  pittance — a  misera- 
ble nothingness,  compared  with  the  glory  of 
their  achievements,  and  the  public  benefits 
which  have  resulted  from  them. 

liberal  remuneration  1  Was  Hull  liberally 
remunerated,  with  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  ^onks  of  Congrms,  for  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  the  Guerriere  1  An  event  which 
carried  dinnay  into  the  bosom  of  a  gallant  peo- 
ple— and  cansed  the  trident  to  tremble  in  the 
haiids  which  hod  swayed  it,  without  a  rival, 
nud  tlw  di^i  of  Alfiwd. 
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Liberal  remnneration  1  Was  Bainbridge  lib- 
erally remnnerated  for  the  captare  and  de- 
atrocdon  of  tlie  Java  ?  The  most  brilHaiit  and 
decifitTe  Hft-flffht,  perhaps,  ever  fonght  between 
two  single  maps ;  and  wliieh  aetUed,  for  one 
age  at  least,  the  question  of  saperioiity  upon 
ttie  Rea. 

Liberal  remuneration  I  Was  the  paUant  vic- 
tory of  the  Gyane  and  Levant  liberally  re- 
munerated t  But,  Bir,  it  is  useless  to  multiply 
instances ;  in  no  one  case  have  the  oaptora  of 
the  pnbUo  ships  of  the  enemy  been  liberally 
rcmanerated.  Their  remnneration,  I  repeat, 
has  been  signally  inoomniensurete  with  the 
glory  of  their  achievements,  and  the  public 
benefits  which  have  so  largely  resulted  from 

The  p(dley  of  our  oonntry  npon  this  point, 
has  always  been  a  most  mistaken  one.  No 
nation  ever  has  been,  or  can  be,  either  beggar- 
ed or  embarrassed,  by  an  opposite  coorBe— by 
a  system  of  mnniflcence  to  its  military  benefac- 
tors. Liberality,  in  each  oases,  is  the  true 
economy  of  pnUio  eipenditnre.  It  is  what 
Barke  has  strongly  denondnated  the  cheap 
defence  of  nations. 

The  captors  of  the  Philadelphia  are  further 
entitled  to  renmneration,  from  the  public  ben- 
efits which  have  resulted  from  the  achieve- 
ment. It  was  an  exploit,  of  all  others,  calcu- 
lated to  impress  deeply  and  lastingly  the  policy 
of  the  Barbary  States  in  their  anbsequent  nego- 
luations  with  this  country. 

Hod  Lientenant  Decatar  sncoeeded  in  captur- 
ing or  destroying^  at  sea,  the  whole  of  the  Tri- 
politan  fleet,  the  impression  would  have  been 
eomparatively  transient — other  notions  had 
done  the  same.  Hod  Lientenant  Decatur  suc- 
ceeded in  silenclug  their  batteries,  or  even  in 
laying  Tripoli  itself  in  ruins,  the  impresuon  ^so 
■nonld  have  be^  comparatively  transient — 
otlier  nations  had  done  the  some.  But,  to  de- 
scend in  the  silence  of  midnight — to  burst  in 
tlie  very  centre  of  their  entire  ormameota,  with 
the  suddenness  and  shock  of  a  thunderbolt, 
wnq>ping  their  proudest  trophy  in  flames,  and 
retreating  tnm  the  presence  of  a  whole  nation 
in  arms,  nnassailed  and  nnpnrsued,  was  an  ez- 
pl<dt,  so  novel,  so  impoaing,  and  ao  eztraordi- 
naiT,  as  to  sink  deep  into  the  memory,  as  well 
as  una^nation,  of  the  Mahometan,  and  leave 
ImpreaufHU  upon  his  fears  and  policy,  which 
are  as  operative  and  vivid  this  day,  as  they 
were  in  the  first  moments  of  its  consummation. 

A  striking  iUnatration  of  this  fact  is  afforded 
by  Lord  £zinoath*s  operations  before  Alters. 
After  negotiating  for  months ;  and  after  one  of 
the  bloodiest  victories  of  modem  war&re,  he 
barely  succeeded  in  extorting  terms — the  same 
terms  which  were  instantaneously  granted  to 
the  destroyer  of  the  Philadelphia,  by  his  mere 
presence  before  that  city. 

An  American  citizen  who  has  resided  for 
many  years  in  one  of  the  Barbary  States,  (Tn- 
nla,)  and  whose  oppwtonities  d  observation  and 
owraet  knowledge  on.  thia  aal^oet^  ar^ 
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haps,  more  ample  than  any  other  peracm's  liv- 
ing, has  volunteered,  in  the  handaomeat  nua- 
ner,  his  strong  testimony  in  &Tor  of  this  ddm. 
He  refion  uatoa  uovd  and  unexpected witees^ 
—to  Caramelli  liimaetf— Bashaw  ai  TripoU— as 
one  ready  and  willing  to  testify  to  the  mmie^ 
ate  and  lastioe  change  in  the  ixdicy,  not  of 
Tripoli  alone,  lint  the  whole  of  the  Burtwy 
States,  towards  this  oonntry,  effbeted  by  the 
captare  and  destruction  of  the  Phibdelphia. 

The  captors  of  the  Philadelphia  are  fbr^ 
ther  entitled  to  renumeratioo,  fran  otiier  and 
more  important  public  benefits,  which  hsre 
grown  ont  of  this  achievement.  I  pass  by  its 
immediate  and  ordioaty  results. 

It  was  an  achievement  which  fixed  the  nanl 
character  of  the  oonntry.  It  gave  the  natica 
confidence  in  tlie  Navy  t  it  gave  the  Kavy  coo- 
fldoice  in  itseUL  It  infiued  into  it  a  spirit  d 
enterprise  and  love  of  gl<Hry,  frtm  whidi  le* 
soltea,  in  no  incon^erable  d^^ree,  the  rvSo- 
riea  of  the  late  war,  upon  the  favc^ite  ^tsoM 
of  the  oiemy.  And,  lastly,  it  added  laigHy  to 
cm  stock  of  national  glory,  which  alone,  in  tin 
language  of  a  distingiHahed  modem  statesmsa, 
is  above  all  price,  and,  to  young  and  popnlar 
Govemroents  like  ours,  the  richest  of  aU  ae- 
qnisitiona. 

The  word  glory  seems  so  natmral  to  ilui 
qnestion,  and  wiU  necessarily  occur  so  fre- 
quently in  the  discussion  of  it,  that  I  must  In 
permitted  to  ftimish  the  emnmittee  with  wj 
definition  of  the  word,  for  I  woold  not  be  ma- 
undwatood  in  the  meaning  wfaidi  I  attach  to 
it.  I  vonld  not  atimnlate  nnneceasarily  tbe 
military  spirit  of  my  oonntrymen.  It  is  alwtjs 
excessive.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  no  per- 
sonal sacrifice  which  I  would  not  cheerfnlfT. 
submit  to,  to  avert  at  all  times,  ftom  the  land 
I  live  in,  the  last  appeal  of  nations — awarnpoii 
the  land  or  the  sea.  Bnt,  sir,  as  long  as  mili- 
tary establishments  are  reqirired  by  our  neces- 
sities, it  should  be  our  study,  It  is,  indeed,  the 
imperative  duty  of  this  House,  to  give  than  all 
the  eflBciency  of  which  they  are  susceptible; 
to  infhse  into  them  that  hi^  profeesional  qnrit, 
and  thMe  chivalrous  feelings,  iritboot  whidi 
they  are  a  mockery  and  a  onne.  The  dny  of 
which  I  speak— the  legitimate  f^fxry  of  uiis  bi0 
— ^is  not  the  ^ory  of  conquest  nor  amUtion; 
bnt  the  glory  which  pursues  illnstrions  aetioiM, 
achieved  in  the  prosecution  of  a  righteooi 
warfare,  in  defonce  of  the  rights,  the  pivi- 
leges,  and  the  iudependenoe  of  nations.  The 
glory,  not  of  the  son  of  Philip,  nor  of  him  who 
fell  amidst  the  mina  of  his  country,  in  the  Seo- 
ote  House,  but  of  CamiUus  and  Cinannatofi,  is 
the  old  world — of  Washington  and  Bolivar,  in 
the  new.  lie  who  gives  glory  like  this  to  his 
country,  says  the  distinguished  statesman  to 
whom  I  have  already  referred,  gives  it  that 
which  is  far  more  valnaUe  to  it  than  any  ac- 
qnisition  whataoever.  It  is  that  fine  eztrart, 
that  pnre  essence,  which  endures  to  all  ages— 
whicn  lasts  fiwever. 

And  who,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask,  aad  ask  vitl> 
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confidence,  since  the  last  Btondard  was  strack 
from  the  Mst  citadel  of  York  Town,  has  added 
more  Ui|gdl7  to  Hba  real  ^017  of  his  coanti? — 
¥idi  one  ringte  and  anmproachable  ezceiiutm 
— tbao  the  mstingauhed  salyeot  of  this  bill— 
the  hero,  (for  hero  he  was  In  name  and  deed,) 
tbe  hero  at  two  warai  and  the  ontqiieror  in 
both} 

The  captors  of  the  Fhiladdphia  are  entitled 
to  rcmnDeration,  from  the  extraordinary  gal- 
lintrx  of  the  achievement.  Ko  nation,  either 
mcioit  or  modem,  has  ever  before  permitted 
an  ut  of  each  sarpasdng  heroism  to  pass  hy 
onnoticed  and  nnrewardra.  A  Roman  citizen, 
Tho  had  achieved  an  enterprise  of  nnoommon 
giUantr;,  was  rewarded  with  a  golden  wreath. 
A  Brauan  dttxen,  wha  by  hii  braverj  and 
pioi  MHidaot,  had  raisea  tu  riege  of  s  post  in 
nnminent  peril,  or  had  aaeeeeded  in  r«eaaing 
his  Hov-otizensfrom  aetnal  bondage,  became 
eotitied  to  the  highest  military  distinction 
■mong  those  brave  and  sa^ious  pec^le.  Lien- 
t«naDt  Decotar,  Hr.  Chairman,  by  one  brave 
feat,  ia  one  gallant,  gjorions  hour,  entitled  htm- 
teif  to  buth  distinctions — to  the  union  of  both 
Kreatbs.  The  admiration  of  his  eonntrymen, 
^Qriog  his  life,  and  history,  faithful  to  her 
trust,  since  his  death,  have  'awarded  him  the 
one-4he  laarel  wreath,  the  symbol  of  immor- 
taiitj.  Let  OS  hasten  to  bestow  the  other. 
Anil,  though  the  brow  of  the  hero  which  it 
AmU  floebtile,  be  monldoing  beneath  tbe  torf 
of  the  Tolley,  our  rannificenoe,  if  munificence  it 
be;  will  be  Mstowed  ueiUier  unwisely  nor  un- 
worthily, A  tiionaaiid  gallant  spirits  will  ap- 
plaud the  act — a  thousand  gallant  spirits  wiil 
n=fK>Dd  to  its  justice  and  generosity.  For  the 
^ivj,  believe  me,  is  looking  with  intense  anx- 
ietr  to  Ute  progresa  and  issue  of  this  bill. 

Allow  me  another  view  of  the  snlfject  before 
I  clo^.  In  legislating,  Ur.  Chmrmau,  on  a  bill 
like  this,  we  shoold  seriouidy  inquire  what  ef- 
its  passage  or  r«!jection  is  calculated  to  ex- 
ercise npon  the  highest  interests  of  the  Navy. 

let  ns  test  it  by  this  principle.  Suppose  it 
auuwDced  (for  I  will  imagine  possible  what  I 
wnotbeUeve  possible)  that  this  bill,  embrac- 
Tus  the  most  affecting  and  interesting  oondder- 
'tioii^-a  UIl  for  the  relief  oi  the  widow  of 
^^tfatsr— for  the  relief  of  the  infimt  children  of 
two  of  the  fiEiTorite  sons  of  tbe  Navy,  (Law- 
natx  and  UcDonongh,)  after  a  brief  discussion 
in  the  House  of  BepresentatlTea,  bos  been  cold- 
I7  rejected  1  What  would  be— what  must  be 
toe  effect  saoh  an  anntmciation  npon  the 
nigbest  interests  of  the  service — npon  its  spirit 
of  enterprise  and  love  of  f^ory !  Upon  that 
tmffavenng  confidence — that  alfectJonate  re- 
^  towa^  the  Government,  which  ^ways 
ttiould,  and  which  ^ways  has  distii^ished  the 
\  I  cannot  presume  to  answer  such  a 
$<Kstion.  Bat  I  ao  say,  for  we  can  all  imag- 
ine, that  it  would  fall  like  a  hoit  of  ice  m>ou 
sensibilitiefl  and  patriotism  ot  a  band  of  as 
^mi  and  deserving  q>irits  as  ever  snstained 
the  dtiTslfT  at  any  oonatrT'i  nMrine— of  men 


who,  at  all  times,  in  all  places  and  under  all 
circumstanoes,  have  snstiuued  the  honor  of  the 
fiag,  gallantly  and  glorioualy.  Cherish  the  war 
man  m  peace,  says  a  modem  maxim,  and  when 
war  involves  the  country,  his  spirit  will  blue 
forth.  The  spirit  of  the  American  seamen  haa 
blazed  forth.  From  tbe  earliest  records  of  the 
service — ^from  that  midnight  hour,  when  he^ 
the  illustrious  subject  of  this  bill,  burst  through 
the  entire  array  of  a  whole  nation  in  arms,  and 
tore  from  the  diadem  of  Tripoli  the  richest 
gem — the  proudest  tr(n)hy,  which  the  most 
crael  of  all  chances  had  planted  there.  Throng 
the  long  line  of  victories  which  graoed  the  1^ 
war,  until  the  last  pirate  was  swept  from  the 
accursed  seas  of  Cuba,  the  Navy  has  stood  the 
same  adventurous  devoted  band  of  citizens  aii4 
soldiers,  ready  to  plunge,  Roman-like,  into  ibn 
Terr  ^ysa,  If  neceesarr.to  aave  their  ooontry: 
or  Utenlly  go  down,  like  Soroers,  with  fri^ 
and  foe,  rather  than  live  and  be  a  dave. 

I  wpeai  to  you,  sir,  I  appeal  to  this  House, 
and  tnis  country;  I  appeal  to  England  herself 
and  to  all  natitHiBi  whether  the  high,  the  loftj 

E re-eminence  to  which  the  natio^  character 
as  been  elevated  by  the  late  war,  be  not  mun- 
ly  attributable  to  the  glory  of  our  naval  victo- 
ries? I  would  not  dispara^  the  Army.  I 
could  not  if  I  would — certunly  would  not  if  I 
could,  disparage  by  invidious  comparisons,  the 
glory  of  uiose  who  fought  at  Erie  and  Chippe- 
wa OawMTO  and  the  Thames,  at  Bridgewater 
and  New  (Means.  Bat  it  is  notorious  that  the 
Army  thron^^bont  tiie  late  war,  anstaioed,  and 
only  sustained  ita  own  honor;  and  by  tbe 
bloody  victories  of  the  last  campaign,  washed 
away  the  deep  stain  which  a  succession  of  d^ 
feats  had  impressed  upon  its  history,  during  the 
first 

A  moment  more  of  tbe  Navy — for  its  enlo- 
gium  I  regard  as  intimately  as  indissohifa^ 
connected  with  the  bill  before  us. 

During  the  gloomiest  moment  of  the  wa^-* 
when  all  seemed  wrecked  and  lost — when  all, 
at  least,  was  min  and  disaster — when  all  waa 
mortification  and  dismay — when  the  high- 
minded  and  ingenuous  American  citizen  hung 
his  head,  and  umost  forswore  his  oonntty,  who 
brought  us  succor  and  consolatimi  9 — who  ral- 
lied up  the  desperate  fight  ? — who  dieered  na 
in  tbe  stra^le  ?— who  poured  into  a«  stream- 
ing wound  of  onr  country's  honor,  thesovereiga 
balm — the  oblivious  antidote  of  twenty  vict<^ 
riesl.  Let  history  answer  these  questions.  Hifr- 
tory  has  answered  them.  And  if  history  haft 
recorded  that  one  Hull  stmck  the  flag  of  his 
country  without  a  blow,  on  the  land,  history 
also  recorded  that  another  Hall  stmt^  such  tt 
blow  upon  the  sea,  as  shook,  but  with  opposite 
emotions,  two  proud  and  powerful  nations  to 
their  very  centres.  If  history  has  recorded 
that  the  red  cross  of  England  has  floated  ever 
the  rains  of  this  sacked  and  violated  templ^ 
historjr  haa  also  recorded  that  Perry  trnmpned 
on  Ene,  and  MoDonough  osi  Cham^aln.  If 
histtarhaa  recorded  «  lucoeaaUn  ^  <e^  dis- 
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graces  on  the  land,  history  has  ■bo  reowded  a 
mooetrion  of  brilliant  vietoiiesoa  the  8M.  And 
the  war  eloaed  bjr  adrandng  the  national  hon- 
or, and  leaving  it  a  diftingaished  privilege  to 
live,  and  move^  to  be  an  American  citizen. 

I  have  done,  bat  I  entreat  the  committee  to 
recollect  (before  Hie  qnestion  be  token  to  flU 
the  blank)  the  nnextln^ished,  the  anextin- 
gniBhable  debt  of  gratitade  and  admiration 
which  we  still  owe,  nnd  shall  always  owe,  our 
gilUnt  Navy. 

Ifr.  HoLoovBM  was  followed  hj  "Mr.  TtroKm, 
of  N.  J.,  who  took  the  same  ride  (tf  the  ques- 
tion, and  coooloded  hia  i^eeoh  \>j  moving  to  fill 
the  blank  for  the  a|^opiiation  with  tm  ram 
of  $800,000. 

The  gnestkn  being  taken  <n  llila  motion,  It 
me  deeded  fak  the  uegatiTe. 

Mr.  Houmm  then  moved  to  flU  Ae  Uank 
with  the  snm  of  $100,000,  which  was  carried— 
66,  noes  55. 

A  debate  now  arose  npon  the  prinoi]ple  of  the 
InU,  which  occupied  the  House  till  three 
o'clock,  and  in  which  Messrs.  Whipple,  Fon- 

BTTB,  HOLOOVBK,  WSUIS,  KaLLABT,  PoWCLL, 

Fbakou  Johnson,  Webster,  Stores,  Dwioht, 
WmTTLESET,  MoLane  of  Bel.,  KuoLTON,  and 
Dbatton,  took  part. 

The  gronndson  which  the  bill  was  advocated 
were  principally  th^ :  that  it  appeared  from 
the  circnmstances  of  the  case,  that  the  attempt 
of  lieutenant  Decatur  to  get  possesdon  of  the 
frigate  Philadelphia,  while  lying  under  the 
battlements  in  the  harbor  of  TnpoU,  having 
noceeded,  It  woald  have  been  in  his  power  to 
have  brought  the  frigate  out,  had  not  ms  orders 
from  Commodore  Fteble  been  peremptory  to 
destroy  her,  in  which  case,  by  the  law  of  1800, 
which  regulates  the  distribution  of  prize-mon- 
ey, a  right  would  have  vested  in  him  and  his 
crew,  to  the  fbll  value  of  the  frigate  thus  re- 
captured. 

In  support  of  the  position  that  the  frigate 
night  have  been  brought  out,  the  {pinion  of 
the  pilot,  and  <tf  Commodore  Baintmoge  were 
quoted. 

Besides  this  ground  of  legal  elatm,  die  bill 
was  advocated  as  an  act  of  gratitude  richly 
nwrited  by  the  valor  of  the  aohievanent— 1^ 
Its  eflbot  npon  the  naval  eharaoter  of  the  coon- 
try,  and  on  our  subsequent  n^tioUtm  witii 
the  Barbery  Powers ;  and  lastly,  on  tbegromd 
of  ^licy,  aa  being  calculated  to  enoonrage  a 
irit  of  daring  enterprise  among  the  office rs  ct 
e  Navy. 

The  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  no 
legal  clum  could  have  vested,  because  the  Prize 
Law  requires  that  the  vessel  should  be  con- 
demned as  lawful  prize,  and  sold,  before  any 
distribution  of  prize-money  can  take  place. 

The  irigitfe  Philadelphia  was  never  con- 
demned nor  sold,  nor  eomd  she  have  been,  even 
If  die  had  been  brought  out  of 'the  harbcnr,  be- 
cause she  was  an  Amoioan  frigate,  and  not  a 
Teesel  of  the  cBMiny. 

The  doctrine  of  vested  rights  was  also  op- 
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inasmuch  as  all  captured  property  be- 
longs to  the  Govemmmt,  and  if  pven  at  all,  is 
^ven  as  a  gratnity. 

It  was  ftirtheroljeoted,  that  if  thisdaimhsd 
been  a  valid  <Mie.  it  would  have  been  presented 
at  the  time,  and  not  snflfered  to  deep  for  bo 
many  years^— that  it  was  very  improbable  the 
frigate  could  have  been  brought  out  of  the  hsr^ 
bor,  because  the  wind  chopped  about  as  Go<m 
as  t^ie  ketch  had  entered  the  harbor,  and  the 
seven^  men  who  formed  the  crew  of  the  ketch, 
BDppodng  them  to  have  been  sofficient  to 
work  t^B  frigate  out  against  a  head  wind, 
would  have  been  so  oconpied  in  this,  as  to  be 
unable  to  work  thejiuna.  It  was  farther  con- 
tended that  lient  Deoatnr  bad  done  no  nwie 
tiian  his  duty,  and  had  been  snffident^  re- 
warded by  a  pnblio  vote  of  thanka— the  pte- 
sentatiou  of  a  sword,  and  the  offier  d  tvo 
mouths'  extra  pay  to  himself  and  his  men. 

Hie  bin  was  advocated  by  Uesora.  HMOoim^ 
TuooB,  DwioET,  HoLun,  Haioltox,  sad 
Dbjltton;  and  opifosed  by  Messrs.  Wmmj- 
sxT  and  Mallabt.  | 
Ur.  Stobbs  disavowed  taking  either  nde  cf  ' 
the  question,  bnt  the  general  course  of  liisob- 
servationB  seemed  directed  against  the  bill. 

An  amendment  was  snggested  by  Hr.  Foi- 
STTB,  and  agreed  to^  to  strike  oat  the  woni 
"  repreaentwves,"  ud  to  insort "  widows  sad 
children." 

Mr.  Po^u.  prqKMed  to  add  to  this  anend- 
meot,  tjiat  if  taere  be  no  widow  or  chUdreo, 
the  money  should  then  go  to  the  father  or  moth- 
er, If  llvmg;  bnt  this  was  ol^ected  to  by  Hr. 
Wbipplb,  and  the  amendment  was  withdrava. 

When  the  committee  rose,  and  the  question 
to  fill  the  blank  was  taken  up  in  the  House, 

ib.  Latheop  demanded  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  n^s ;  and  they  were  or- 
dered by  t^e  House. 

Mr.  Maliabt  concluded  the  debate  for  tUa 
day,  by  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tsbk; 
which  was  curled— 61,  noes  fiO. 

And  then  the  House  a^Jonmed. 


HoNDAT,  May  9. 
7%e  Creek  TMy. 
Tbe  House  resolved  Itsdf  Into  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  Mr.  OoKnicrinthe  cbiir. 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  to  carnr 
into  efibct  the  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Creek  Natiim,  nti^ 
tlie  sad  April.  1836 and  the  biU  from  tb« 
Senate,  "  to  ud  certdn  Indians  of  the  CrtA 
Katioii,  in  their  removal  to  the  west  of  the 
Mississippi." 

The  bill  relating  to  the  Greek  Treaty  having 
been  read  through — 

Mr.  MoLake,  of  Delaware,  stated,  that  tbe 
Message  of  the  Praddent,  cm  the  enl^ect  of  tlu> 
biU,  had  been  aoonnpanied  hT  &  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  recommending  that  a  com- 
pwaation  be  allowed  for  eotain  improvements 
made  l^theaa  Indians^  on  tbo  mmded  Isadi 
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in  Akbama  and  Georgia.  The  Committee  of 
¥q-5  and  ICeans  Qie  said)  had  been  diroosed 
to  promote  that  o^eot,  which  they  considered 
acDod  and  had  directed  lum  to  more  the 
fbljowiiig  amaidiaent  to  the  Irill : 

"For  indemnifying  emigrants  for  their  im- 
proTemeats  in  the  uncedod  part  of  their  terri- 
tirr,  vbether  in  the  limits  of  Alabama  or  Geor- 
px  20,000  dollars." 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  then  «ud :  the  whole  subject  oS 
the  Creek  difficulties  came  before  the  House  in 
a  Tery  cnrioos  manner.  The  President  in  his 
Ve»sge,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  of 
Congress,  had  told  both  branches  of  the  Ka- 
tioiul  L^slatnre  that  he  ^oold,  oq  the  matter 
t)(  the  Creek  treaty,  send  a  special  Message. 
During  the  last  Smmner,  the  President  had, 
tbroieh  the  Secretary  of  War  in  two  instances, 
stated  formiUy  to  the  aathorities  of  Georgia, 
thit^  whole  snUeotwonld  be  presented  to 
CoDgiea^  with  b  Ttewto  aaoertam  the  opinions 

Congress  on  the  Tsli^^  of  tlie  treaty  itself^ 
n  well  as  npon  the  condnot  of  the  Administra- 
tion, on  all  the  qneations  arising  out  of  it. 
These  promises  are  not  yet  performed,  and  Afr. 
F.  tuoc  it  for  granted  every  thing  was  before 
the  Honae  intended  by  the  Exeootive  to  be  cora- 
tnonicsted  to  it.  Congress  is  now  asked  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  execotion  of  a  contract 
vhose  avowed  object  is,  at  an  additional  ex- 
ptsiso  of  near  half  a  million  of  dollars,  to  set 
uidespreTioos  contract,  made  nnder  the  an- 
tbotity  of  the  United  States.  The  contract 
nor  before  the  House  (ha  would  not  abuse  lan- 
pagt  by  calling  snch  instnuiiente  trMties)  had 
indeed  been  approved  by  the  Senate,  and  rati- 
8ed  with  thdr  approbation,  and  waa,  aa  gentie- 
meo  were  pleased  to  call  it,  a  law  m  the  land ; 
tlut  which  is  to  be  set  aside,  had  a  like 
gwd  fortune — ^had  received  the  same  approba- 
tion and  ratification.  Were  gentlemen  satisfied 
Uiat  all  was  correct  because  it  bad  been  done  t 
The  President  and  Senate,  who  had  approved 
the  first,  are  now  content  that  it  shall  be  anni- 
bilated.  On  what  ground  rests  their  last  de- 
termination) So  far  as  an  opinion  can  be 
Cmted  from  the  contracts  themselves,  both  of 
which  are  oommnnicated,  unaccompanied  by 
ether  doeoment  or  explanation  of  them, 
titefint  amtraot  is  to  be  set  aside  in  coose- 
^neuce  the  refiiial  of  one  the  parties  to 
tucttte  it,  on  the  allegation  that  the  persona 
who  made  it,  had  not  competent  authority. 

tbis  the  fact  ?  Was  there  any  proof  of  it 
l^rore  the  House  ?  That  the  now  contract  is 
preferred  by  a  minority  of  the  Creek  tribe,  to 
the  old,  cannot  be  doubted.  Eight  hundred 
tlionsand  dollars  will  be  more  acceptable  oer- 
taiolj  than  bidf  that  sum.  But  how  stood  this 
qtiMton  when  the  first  contract  was  made? 
The  CoQunissioners  of  the  United  States  who 
wmed  it,  believed,  or  asserted  if  they  did  not 
wlievfl,  that  the  persons  with  whom  the  or- 
'voffement  at  the  bidlan  Springs  was  made, 
bad  fall  power  to  bind  tiielr  tribe  by  its  stipu- 
wKHo— the  chieb  who  made  it|  asnrted  th^ 


right  to  act,  and  alleged,  that  what  was  done 
by  them  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
great  mass  of  tiieir  tribe.  The  agent  of  the 
United  States  denoanced  tiie  contract,  as  made 
by  persons  ttnauthorized — as  made  contrary  to 
the  instructions  of  the  United  States — and  aS 
calculated,  if  ratified,  to  do  infinite  mischief  to 
the  Creek  nation.  The  President  and  Senate 
were  perfeotiy  aware,  as  was  every  person  the 
least  acquainted  with  the  subject,  that,  on  the 
proposed  extinguishment  of  tiieir  claim  to  the 
lanos  occupied  by  them,  there  was  a  great  di- 
vision among  tiie  Indians.  The  perscm  who 
ought  to  have  been  beet  acquainted  with  their 
sentiments,  was  the  ageat  residing  among  them. 
If  he  was  worthy  of  credit,  his  opinion  must 
have  controlled  the  judgment  of  the  Executive 
on  this  point.  Was  he  believed  or  discredited! 
It  is  but  just  to  the  late  and  preswt  Chief  Uae* 
istrate  to  suppose,  that  they  believed  him.  u 
not,  bow  happens  it  tiiat  an  agent  of  Govern- 
ment, who  gave  officially  false  information,  is 
retained  in  office — has  e^oyed  the  confidence, 
the  full  confidence  of  the  Administration — hoe 
been  used  by  them  from  that  hour  to  this  ?  The 
President  and  Senate  were  forewarned  that 
difficulties  were  opposed  to  the  formation  of 
the  contract,  and  they  disr^arded  them.  They 
were  forewarned  tiiat  the  power  of  the  persona 
signing  it  was  disputed ;  this,  also,  did  not  ar- 
rest ito  ratification.  Difficulties  were  antici- 
pated to  the  execution  of  the  arrangement,  but 
It  was  believed  that  the  ohie&  who  made  it, 
aided  and  protected  bj  the  United  6tatea« 
would  be  able  to  overcome  all  opposition  to  iC 
and  that  the  pnrpoeea  of  the  Government  could 
be  acoomplisDea  witiiout  injustice  or  violence. 
These  anticipations  would  have  been  realized, 
if  the  act  of  Congress,  under  which  the  contract 
was  made,  bad  not  been^  in  forming  that  con- 
tract, utterly  disregarded.  Instructed  by  what 
has  since  occurred,  by  the  declarations  con- 
tiuned  in  the  new  arrangement,  we  now  know 
that  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  ratification  of  the 
first  orrau^ement,  was  the  repugnance  of  many 
of  the  Indians  to  go  to  the  region  west  of  the 
Mississippi. 

The  act  of  Congress  wivopriated  money  to 
eztingtddi  tiie  Creek  tiue  to  land  within  the 
limits  of  Geor^  The  negotiation  was  for  all 
the  laiul  oocnpied  1^  them  in  Georpa  end  Ala- 
bama; and  neariy  all  in  both  States  was  ceded, 
But  these  cessions  were  subordinate  to  the 
prominent  object  of  furthering  a  project  of  the 
then  President — the  congregation  of  all  the  In- 
dians beyond  the  Mississippi,  to  establish  a 
great  Indian  Government,  for  the  purposes  of 
Indian  dvilization — a  project  not  approved  by 
Congress,  and  deemed,  by  many  of  the  most 
prudent  of  our  statesmen,  wild,  visionary,  and 
impracticable.  Suppose  the  intentions  of  Con- 
gress had  been  fairly  executed,  is  it  not  now 
obnous  that  any  difficulty  which  would  have 
arisen  would  have  been,  by  the  exercise  of  or- 
dinary prudence  and  firmness,  tempered  by  a 
kind  oonnderatim  of  what  is  due  to  onr  de- 
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pendent  Indiana,  easily  overeonie.  For  its  own 
pnrpoMB,  the  United  States,  by  the  Executive 
Uflf^strate,  created  this  obstacle — an  obstacle 
we  are  now  officially  told,  iusurmonntable — 
every  exertion  to  overcome  it  having  been 
made,  and  made  in  vain.  Let  us  see  (said  Ur. 
F.)  npon  what  foandatlon  rests  this  assertion. 
"What  exertions  have  been  made  to  execute  a 
ooDtract  thos  made,  contrary  to  the  intentions 
of  Congress,  and  embracing  oljecta  in  which 
the  State  of  Georgia,  for  whose  benefit  Oon- 
gress  aotedf  had  only  a  common  interest  with 
the  other  States.  The  ratification  of  the  agree- 
ment of  the  Indian  Springs  was  scarcely  com- 
l^ete  before  the  Frendent  was  formollj  can- 
tioned  agMnst  tnstang  the  Cre^  agent  for  the 
e»cation  of  it  He  was  informed  that,  as  his 
hostility  to  the  agreemrat  was  notorious  and 
persevering,  it  was  apprehended  that,  pursuing 
fhe  same  policy  which  had  governed  his  previ- 
ous conduct,  he  would  throw  obstacles  iii  the 
way,  instead  of  promoting  the  execution  of  the 
agreement  It  was  believed  that  he  had  been 
in  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
ratification  of  the  contract  &nd,  failing,  he 
would  return  to  the  Indians  itith  feeliDgs  of 
increased  bitterness  agunst  those  who  had  par- 
ticipated in  its  formation.  This  apprehension 
was  prophetic.  He  returned  to  toe  Indians. 
What  immeiUately  oocorred  need  not  be  ti^ 
Wbot  effort  was  used  by  him  to  recondle  the 
Greeks  to  the  agreement  that  had  been  made  ? 
What  effort  to  prevent  the  assassination  which 
followed  7  Dia  he  dissuade  the  Indians  from 
violence  ?  Did  he  menace  the  irritated  with  the 
indignation  of  the  Government  if  either  of 
those  chiefs,  who  had  lent  themselves  to  its 
-wishes,  shoiud  be  molested?  If  he  did,  eir,  the 
evidence  of  his  exertions  have  not  yet  reached 
the  public  eye,  and  not  a  suspicion  is  enter- 
tained that  it  exists ;  but  it  is  known  that  be 
was  the  enemy  of  the  <^icf  who  fell,  the  vindi- 
cator and  friend  of  his  assassins,  the  calumnia- 
tor of  his  followers,  and  of  the  Commissiojiers 
of  the  United  States,  with  whom  the  agree- 
ment  was  made.  Fasnng  over  all  that  occnrred 
in  the  Greek  nation,  as  not  necessary  to  be  now 
discussed ;  throwing  a  veil  over  those  bloody 
transactions  which  have  been  called  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States — men  of  peace  and  order, 
too,  and  the  especial  haters  of  violent  language 
—executions  under  criminal  laws ;  let  us  come 
to  the  consideration  of  what  has  been  done 
here  for  the  execution  of  the  first  contract. 
Sir,  your  Secretary  of  War  did  not  even  at^ 
tempt  the  execution  of  it  He  oonudered,  on 
the  rcjKirt  of  General  Gaines,  that,  as  a  great 
mi^onty  of  the  nation  was  against  it  it  was 
hopeless  even  to  propose  it  to  the  Creek  dele- 
gation, who  come  ha«  to  disc  use  the  whole 
matter.  This  report  we  have  not;  Irat  it  is 
stated  that  1,690  chiefs  and  warriors  declared 
against  it  out  of  a  population  of  about  20,000 
souls,  and  this,  too,  after  the  principal  chief  of 
the  friendly  party  had  been  massacred ;  his  fol- 
Vnrers  driven,  by  violuice  from  the  naticm;  and 
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th^  fHends  In  the  nation  twrified  or  pur- 
chased into  Mlenoe.   No  effort  waa  made  here 
to  effect  the  execution  of  the  old  contract  Br 
way  (Ur.  F.  presumed)  of  securing  the  best 
possible  arrangement  the  idea  of  its  executi<»i 
was  abandoned  altogether,  and  the  Indians  sooa 
saw  that  the  whole  game  was  in  their  own 
hands,  and  a  n^tiation  waa  formally  opened 
for  a  new  bargain.    The  Executive,  we  u« 
told,  wished  a  cession  of  all  t^e  lauds  in  Get^ 
gia ;  the  Indians  woold  not  cede  beyond  the 
Chatahoochic.   After  exhaosting  oil  his  Aipkt- 
matic  skill,  aided  and  assisted,  no  donbt  by  Um 
Creek  agent        certain  other  agents  of  other 
Indians,  the  Secretary,  acting  nnder  the  u- 
fiioribr  of  the  Fresident,  applied  to  the  ddtgtr 
tion  «  6ew^  to  know  wfaMlier  Georgia  wcnld 
prefer  a  cession  to  the  Chatohoochie,  or  a  rcf- 
erencse  of  the  wholo  subject  to  Congresss  with 
a  view  to  investigate  the  validity  of  the  agree- 
ment which  had,  by  the  President  himsdf; 
been  ratified  and  proclaimed,  affirming  that,  to 
procnre  a  cession  b^ond  the  Chotahoochie, 
was  impracticable.   The  delegation  of  Geor- 
gia, not  choosing  to  divide  responsibility  with 
the  President  it  was  found  practicable  to  pro- 
cure a  cession  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
lands  in  Georgia,  the  boundary  being  estoh- 
Ushed  beyond  the  Chatahoochie,  notwithstand- 
ing what  the  SecretazT  bad  been  ploued  te 
condder  a  Tery  reasonable  detenmnal»nt)f  the 
Indians,  to  adhere  to  that  natnral  boundary. 
This  contract  was  submitted  to  the  Smate,  and 
the  ii^unction  of  secrecy  having  been  taken  off 
their  proceedings,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  able  to 
state  how  it  bad  been  received.    The  co^lmi^ 
tee  to  whom  the  new  agreement  was  referred, 
recommended  its  rejection.  In  this  unexpected 
state  of  things,  the  boundary  line,  the  best 
that  could  be  obtained  from  t^ose  obsdoste 
Indians,  was  again  changed,  and  by  an  addi- 
tional article,  nearly  all  the  land  in  Georgia 
was  given  up.    Thus  altered,  the  new  con- 
troct  was  f4)proved  by  the  Senate,  under  a 
conTiction  (which,  Mr.  F.  feared,  was  not  well 
founded)  that  in  net  dl  that  Gei^a  luid  a 
rig^t  to  demand,  under  the  first  waa  snbstan- 
tially  seonred  by  the  second,  ^lese  two  coo- 
tracts  ere  now  before  the  committee.   To  re- 
fuse the  Empropriation  now  asked,  is  scarcely  a 
matter  of  discretion.  The  Indians  will  be,  with- 
out doubt  attached  to  the  new  bargain.  Tbey 
are  too  well  bribed  for  their  oppositi(»t  to  the 
old  one,  not  to  adhere  to  the  stand  they  hare 
taken  in  favor  of  the  new.    Althon^  thus 
trammelled  by  Executive  mismanagem^t  the 
principle  upon  which  the  President  has  acted 
IS  too  important  to  be  passed  without  notice. 
It  was,  indeed,  most  worthy  of  the  ddiberate 
consideration  of  the  Bepresentstives  of  tfw  peo- 
ple.  The  Preddent  seema  to  bare  otmsSdered 
that  the  antfjeot  of  the  contract  of  the  Indian 
Springs,  was  one  wholly  nndw  his  control — to 
enforce,  alter,  or  invalidate  it  if  not  by  bis  own 
authority,  certainly  with  the  aid  of  the  Senate. 
He  has  lulled  to  it  the  doctrine  of  treaties 
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vbich  mij  be  altered  or  annulled  bj  the  eubse- 
qneot  agreement  of  the  parties.  He  has  en- 
tirely oTerlooked  the  doctrine  of  treaties  and 
of  contracts,  where  the/  aflbct  the  interasta  of 
third  powers,  or  third  penooa.  Neither  trea- 
ties nor  ootttraets  oaa  m  dhanged,  to  the  pre- 
jniliee  of  others,  who  huid  rightii  under  thorn. 
Tbeir  consent  is  as  □ecessarj'  to  the  validity  of 
A  new  agreement  as  the  assent  of  the  parties  to 
the  first.  Geor^  has  not  been  considered  at 
aU.  except  from  respect  to  her  lights,  under  the 
compact  of  1803.  She  has  been  treated  as  if 
haiiiDg  no  aathority  to  interfere  in  the  arrange- 
mciit8  proposed  and  made.  How  ffr  this  doo- 
trine  tiks  met  the  approbation  of  the  Senate, 
docs  not  appear ;  but  Mr.  F.  was  justified,  by 
what  he  bid  already  stated,  in  belioTing  that 
such  was  not  the  opinion  of  that  body.  What 
b  the  amount  of  the  interest  of  the  State  is  not 
inportant  The  two  contracts  differ  in  these 
particolan ;  By  the  first,  all  the  Greek  lands  in 
Georgia  were  ceded ;  by  the  second,  all  the 
haia  are  not  ^ed&eally  ceded ;  and  whether 
iH  ire  ceded  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  In 
the  oidnkm  of  the  Indians,  if  tbeir  Secretary  of 
Litton  is  good  authority,  all  the  land  is  not 
co(l«d.  By  the  first,  the  Indians  were  to  re- 
tiiitve  by  the  first  of  September,  of  the  present 
Tear;  by  tho  second,  they  remain  till  Janusry, 
Although  the  principle  involved  is  Im- 
pirtjuit,  the  interest  is  trifling.  As  it  is  the 
iDtention  of  the  delegation  from  Georgia  to 
prnent  a  written  protest,  Ur.  F.  would  not 
tuaeh  further  on  this  topic.  The  interest  of 
the  State,  in  the  question  before  the  committee, 
VM  not  the  moving  cause  of  hia  address  to  the 
Huase.  TheiaterestooftheStatecoaldiiotbe 
injured  by  any  liarBun  the  United  States  might 
cbuose  to  moke  with  any  Indian  tribe.  Con- 
txm  cannot  touch  the  rights  already  vested  In 
Georgia,  whose  constitutional  organs  would  do 
tbeir  duty  in  asserting  them.  His  object  in 
fiddresilng  the  committee,  was  to  explain  what 
Ttn  the  real  questions  between  the  State 
uthori^  and  the  Eztoutive  of  the  United 
Sut«s.  growing  out  of  the  contract  of  the  In- 
dian Springs,  so  for  as  they  h&d  any  relaUon 
to  that  contract,  and  to  expose  the  gross  mis- 
representations which  had  been  used  to  impose 
«P«m  the  people  of  the  United  SUtes.  It  has 
oeea  asserted  agi^n  and  again.  In  Bewnupers, 
pamphlets,  and  reviews,  spread  with  nuuigiient 
industry  to  every  comer  of  the  Union,  that  a 
Mrioos  contfxiversy  existed  between  Georgia 
and  the  Creeks;  that  Georgia  had,  by  artifice, 
fraud,  and  corraptioQ,  procured  the  formation 
of  a  treaty,  for  the  execution  of  which  they 
vere  enger,  and  ready  to  annihilate  those  poor 
Indians  whose  interests  had  been  betrayed ;  that 
the  benevolent  interposition  of  the  President 
aad  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  this  ne- 
farious design.  Those  who  hear  me,  Mr.  F. 
uid,  need  not  be  told  that  Geoi^a  never  has 
had  any  controversy  with  the  Creeks  or  Chero- 
««s— no  connection  with  the  formation  of  what 
vu  caUed  tho  T^y  of  Fabraary,  1825.  U 


would  not  CBcape  the  observation  of  the  people, 
that  the  frauds  and  briberies,  and  corruptions 
and  villanies,  so  eloqnently  denounced  duriua 
the  pteoeding  Sommer,  aoa  so  tiimtij  imputed 
to  the  State,  were  not  even  among  the  induce- 
menta  to  the  new  arrangement  nude  In  Wash- 
ington. The  only  ofwtruvervy  in  which  Geor- 
gia has  been  conoemed,  was<me  between  Geor- 
gia and  the  Execative  of  the  United  States, 
touching  the  execution  of  the  compact  of  1802. 
The  State  Government  did  not  thuk  the  Pres- 
ident was  disposed  to  use  all  the  means  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  its  fulfilment.  Appeals 
were  made  to  Congress,  and  the  wishes  of  the 
State  were  met  by  requisite  appropriations 
fur  holding  meetings  with  the  Indians.  As 
soon  as  the  agreement  of  the  Indian  Springs 
was  proel^med,  the  L^slatnre  of  the  State 
passed  the  usual  act  for  the  distribution  of  the 
land,  directing  snrveys  to  be  made  frf"  it,  pre- 
poratoiT  to  the  immediate  oecnpation  of  it,  as 
soon  as  the  Iii£ans  should  remove.  The  right 
of  the  State  to  make  tlds  survey  was  disputed 
by  the  President,  and  the  only  question  was. 
Had  Geoigia  the  right  to  survey  the  lands 
within  her  limits,  although  occupied  by  the  In- 
dians? The  Governor  of  Georgia  thought  this 
right  perfect,  under  tho  contract  with  the  In- 
dians, and  especially  as  he  had  obtuned  the 
consent  of  those  Indians  with  whom  that  con- 
tract was  mode.  Mr,  F.  considered  the  right, 
as  perfect,  iudependeut  of  the  contract.  It  is 
a  right  which  belongs  to  every  State,  to  order  or 
to  prohibit  surveys  of  its  Indian  lands — a  right 
never  before  diluted  or  denied ;  one  exercised 
oonstantly  by  Georpai  and  by  every  other 
State.  The  Siqireme  Court  has,  more  than 
once,  deckled  that  a  State  could  grant  its  Indi- 
an lauds,  and  that  the  grant  would  be  perfect. 
If  the  right  exists  to  grant,  how  can  the  minor 
power  to  mark  artificially,  In  the  absence  of 
natural  boundaries,  the  limits  <tf  the  granted 
lands,  be  denied  ?  The  Indian  hmds  were  con- 
stantly surveyed  by  citizens  of  the  State,  until 
such  surveys  were  prohibited  by  a  State  statute. 
This  right  was,  by  the  United  States,  tacitly 
admittra  to  exist.  During  the  last  year,  the 
State  iq>plied  to  the  President  to  join  the  State 
in  ascertaining  and  marking  the  division  line 
between  Gooroia  and  Alabama,  a  line  passing 
throQgh  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  lands.  The 
President  declined,  not  on  the  ground  of  Inil- 
an  occupation  of  the  land  throagjh  which  the 
line  was  to  pass ;  not  on  the  pretext  that  the 
Indian  consent  was  necessary — such  an  idea 
was  not  hinted  at— but,  on  the  ground  that  the 
United  States  had  no  interest  in  the  settlo- 
ment  of  that  boundary  line ;  it  was  a  sul^jcct 
for  the  consideration  of  Georgia  and  Alabama 
only.  A  strange  assertion  I  The  land  in  Ala- 
bama belonging  to  the  United  States,  the  Gen- 
eral Government  has  certainly  some  interest  in 
having  the  boundary  of  that  land  accurately  as- 
certained. The  President  conceived  himself 
authorized  to  interfere  to  prevent  tiiis  survey 
under  the  owtnut  of  1886,  This  oonkraa  was 
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oMigatoiy  when  it  operated  a^nst  the  wishes 
of  a  State,  but  doubdl^il  when  it  operated  in  £a- 
Tor  of  the  Mclntoah  Indians,  and  against  the 
Irishes  of  those  hostile  to  it.  This  determina- 
tion of  the  State  peaceablj  to  anrrey  its  own 
lands,  was  tiie  pretext  for  one  of  the  most  high- 
handed measnres  ever  witnessed  in  a  A*ee  Got- 
«mment.  The  right  was  nnqnestionably  with 
Georgia.  Admittmg  it  to  have  been  donbtftil ; 
■llow  even  that  w  Frerident  was  correct; 
tiutt  his  oUigation  was  to  interpose ;  see,  nr, 
how  that  obligation  wasperfcmned.  Ko  judge 
was  called  on,  no  magistrate  soaght  to  com- 
mand the  services  of  the  marshals,  sheriffs,  or 
any  other  civil  officer ;  bnt  a  direct  apyeel  was 
made  to  force,  in  the  most  odions  of  its  forms 
— militarjr  force — a  portion  of  the  standing 
arm7,  of  the  hired  soldierj,  were  the  instm- 
ments  ordered  to  be  need  against  a  State  law 
—a  military  force,  previously  carried  to  the 
acene  of  action,  with  the  design  of  preserving 
peace  among  the  Indians  I  I  ask,  by  what  an- 
diority  the  President  employed  this  military 
fi>rce,  in  a  time  profoond  peaoe^  against  one 
of  the  Confederacy  f 

Mr.  TATTirAU.  sud  he  had  risen  fbr  the 
purpose  of  explaining  to  the  committee  tilie 
conrse  which  'he  had  prescribed  to  himself, 
and,  at  tlie  request  of  his  colleagues,  who 
(with  the  exception  of  his  friend  who  had 
just  sat  down)  concurred  with  him,  that  which 
they  had  prescribed  to  themselves.  It  was  not 
onr  intention  (said  Mr.  T.)  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  facta  involved  in  the  subject 
before  the  committee — ^nor  was  it  onr  intention 
to  say  any  thing  which  could  be,  in  any 
manner,  calculated  to  toudi  or  excite  the 
feelings  of  gentlemen  on  that  floor.  We  were 
not  disposed  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  tiie 
merits  the  *'old"  and  of  "the  new  treaty," 
as  th^  were  styled;  beoanee,  we  were  not  pre- 
pared with  tlie  necessary  teramony  to  Bnstiun 
ourselves.  Kot  befog  prepared  for  snch  investi- 
gation, we  hod  determined  to  use  no  expreraion 
reflecting  either  upon  t^e  General  Government 
w  upon  the  agents  employed  by  it,  which 
might  be  calculated  to  prodnce  anpry  feelings 
or  recriminating  expressions.  Should  we  do  so, 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  have  a 
right  to  call  npon  ns  to  substantiate  any  eoousa- 
tions  we  might  make.  Now,  if  called  npon 
for  evidence,  we  bad  it  not  We  were  not 
even  in  the  possession  of  the  official  documents, 
and  papers  alluded  to  by  my  colleague.  In 
bet,  even  if  in  possesnon  of  them,  it  was 
printer  to  si^  we  should  not  consent  to  rest 
onr  case  nptm  them.  They  contained  ex  parte 
testimony,  agwnat  the  use  of  wUch,  in  any 
manner,  so  as  to  aflfect  the  rights  of  Geoi^a, 
we  were  ready  to  solemnly  protest  We  were, 
therefore,  wholly  unprepared  for  trial,  and 
were  conseqnenUy  nnwilUng  to  use  expressions 
which  might  be  cmen^e.  I  am  not  in  the  habit 
of  shrinking  where  it  is  my  duty  to  advance 
forward ;  but  I  never  will  consent  to  make  an 
•cooaation  in  any  case,  until  I  have  tite  proof 
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within  reach.  Vy  colleague,  sud  Mr.  T.,  be- 
lieved he  had  snfficient  proof  to  stand  upon.  We 
thought  we  had  not  We  therefore  hoped  that 
gentlemen,  in  any  remarks  which  they  iniglit 
think  it  proper  to  rooke,  would  studion-Jy 
avoid,  in  Uie  slightest  d^ee,  reflecting  upon  tbie 
character  or  conduct  of  the  Executive  w  of  the 
citizens  of  Georgia.  Whilst  we  abstained,  ondff 
the  circumstances,  from  giving  vent  to  our  fed- 
inga,  by  expresang,  instrongterms,  onr  disappro- 
batioQ  of  the  conduct  of  Uie  General  6uT»n- 
ment,  we  should  promptly  and  severe^  repel  the 
slightest  injputation  cast  upon  the  dtixens  of 
Georpa,  or  the  Executive.  Whilst,  however, 
we  declared  our  determination  to  avoid  nnplea- 
sant  or  exciting  expressions,  we  wished  it  to  be 
distincUy  undentood,  we  were  for  from  beine 
insendble  to  the  treatment  onr  State  hau 
received.  We  wished  it  to  be  understood  that 
we  were  far  from  expresdng  approbation  of  the 
General  Government  or  dbapprobation  of  our 
own. 

In  regard  to  the  immediate  subject  before  &e 
committee,  I  would  frankly  observe^  that  ire 
^onld  have  no  very  serious  Directions  to  ^ 
passue  of  the  Mils  under  oonnderation,  pro- 
^dealhe  constitutiMial  difficulty  were  out 
the  way.  We  believed  that  tiie  "  new  treaty," 
with  the  provisions  contained  in  the  suj^-le- 
mental  bill,  would  afford  to  Georgia  every  matt* 
rial  advantage  secured  under  tlio  *'  old  treo.'T,"' 
and  in  r^^ord  to  the  Mcintosh  Indians,  the  a<1v:iii- 
tages  held  out  to  them  were  far  beyond  wliai 
the  old  treaty  entitled  them  to.  The  fact  wus, 
the  General  Government  had  gotten  into  a 
dilemma,  and  we  must  pay  pretty  dearly  10 
get  out  of  it 

The  State  of  Georgia  was  prepared  to  cxccnit 
the  "old  treaty."  The  ceded  country  w31 
be  occupied  under  it;  but  it  would  he  a 
want  of  cAudor  in  os  to  say,  that  we  did 
not  r^oice  that  tho  provisions  of  tlua  treaty,  to 
far  OS  Georgia  was  concerned,  could  be  carried 
into  effect  without  materially  conflicting  with 
those  of  the  "new."  All  apprehension,  there- 
fore, of  a  collieton  between  the  General  and 
State  Governments,  was  at  an  end.  A  cinl 
war  was,  in  all  cases,  horrible,  and  eniy 
patriot  should  desire  to  avoid  it  In  this  csh, 
if  the  General  Government  had  persevered  ia 
its  course,  it  would  have  been  inevitable. 
Nothing  bnt  a  measure  of  the  present  kind 
oould  avert  it,  unless  either  party  had  yielded 
to  the  threat  of  force  from  the  oppo»te  side. 
Our  pride,  as  Geoi^ans,  would  prevent  u 
saying  that  we  would  have  been  anirillii^  to 
have  met  such  a  crisis^  and  to  have  maintained 
our  rights  under  every  hazard.  That  oonditi»ii 
would  be  a  dreadful  one  indeed,  however,  wb<»i 
the  point  of  the  bayonet  alone  oould  aetUe 
the  controvert.  We  approved  of  the  InUi 
as  calculated  to  prevent  a  civil  war  bctwem 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Ge(»^  and  | 
also  to  avert  on  internal  war  between  ine  two 
opposing  parties  in  the  Greek  Nation.  Tht-se 
parties  had  been  restnuned  frcoa  hostilities 
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wbkh  would  have  serioaely  Affected  the  safety 
I  and  qaiet  ci  tfae  frontien  of  Qeorpa,  Teo- 
wsaee,  Alabama,  and  Flra^da,  only  by  the 
mterfiraioe  of  General  Gainea,  under  Um  ordM* 
I  of  tbe  GoMnd  Qovermneot  Both  parties 
Ten  indaoed  to  snbmit  to  the  General  Gorero- 
ment  thdr  dlfferenoes.  Tfae  reenlt  of  this  Inter- 
f«fHioe  U  now  the  saUect  of  onr  oooriderattOQ. 
If  Tfl  paaaed  these  bilu,  there  vonld  be  satie- 
£kUod  OS  both  ndes.  If  we  did  not,  I  felt  it 
datj  to  state,  that  the  Holntoeh  party  would 
retoni  bomo  with  tbe  most  detennined  hostile 
inteotknuL  It  was  with  mooh  diffloalty  Hub 
del^stioQ  had  beea  kept  here.  Upon  repre- 
aendiig  their  feelings  to  the  War  Departmeo^ 
udezpl^Diiig  what  they  required  to  be  done,  I 
wasjiniiiipttytnthoriaedbytDeSeeretarrof'War 
to  tham  eveiy  asmrance  that  tbcgr  BDoold  be 
wie&td.  WitboatthfaythejoonldBOthanbeen 
kntbm 

MI.  IbntB  nwe,  as  a  member  of  the  Oom- 
auttee  of  Indian  Affidn,  to  express  a  hope 
thst  the^pnqwiatton  woiudpass  witiioot  oppo- 
Btioo. 

Ifr.  Own  B^d,  that  this  was  a  snl^eot  which 
did  Dot  affect  Qeorgia  only,  or  Alabama,  or  tbe 
Creek  nation,  but  bad  a  bearing  on  erery 
indiTidoal  in  tbe  nation ;  every  mend  of  the 
ium  of  GoTemment  onder  which  we  fire.  He 
bad  wA  risen  to  make  a  protest  against  the 
treaty,  and  to  support  that  protest  by  a  lengthy 
vgameat;  bnt  to  say  that  if  the  bill  shoold 
piss«  a  greater  innovation  would  be  made  than 
eter  had  takoi  plaoe  before^  in  Uie  policy  and 
prindples  of  this  GoTamment,  Jt  tbe  principle 
to  wlddi  tbe  bill  directly  led,  ahonld  receive 
the  Biaetloa  of  Oongresa,  State  ri^its  were 
fone  fonrer :  the  treaty-making  power  would 
cn  long  swallow  all  the  i^ts  of  this 
people;  no  rule  would  remain  by  which  acts 
of  the  ExecntiTo  oould  be  tested,  and  no  liberty 
woald  be  enjoyed,  where  the  Govenuneot 
bight  aecompUsfa  whatevw  it  pleased  under  the 
corer  ait  treaty-makiog  power.  He  oonudered 
tiie  nperseding  of  the  6kL  tnaty  as  a  violation 

the  oQttstitatioa  The  President  and  Senate 
hi  no  SQoh  power  by  the  oonstitution.  If  a 
tm^  is  made  hj  which  a  third  partr  obtuns 
Hgfau,  they  an  vested  ri^ta,  and  the  treaty 
euDot  ber^ealed  without  the  oonaenk  of  that 
pu^.  He  was  opposed  to  the  Ull,  on  the 
pomdtbatltwaannooiisatQtiMial;  tiieoriginal 
treaty  is  now  the  law  of  the  land:  it  has 
rueived  the  oonstitotioQal  sanction,  and  been 
proniQlgated.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  State 
of  Alabama  possened  the  power  to  act  on  the 
original  treaty,  and  might  extend  the  mnnidpal 
Kgnlattons  that  State  over  the  Unds  now 
ceded.  He  thought  gentlemen  ought  to  reflect 
*ell  on  what  they  were  about  to  do,  and 
think  what  a  principle  they  were  about  to  sano* 
taoQ.  He  wished  to  record  his  vote  agsinst 
it)  sad  should  be  dsd  to  see  the  House  relect 
tfasbilL 

The  qnesiko  bring  on  ordering  Hie  Ull  from 
tU  Satiate  to  be  Mid  a  tUrd  time— 


Kr.  Snioifa  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
ttm  of  the  Ull^-in  effect,  to  destroy  the  bill : 
and  fiidlowed  his  motion  with  a  nnrntw  of  re- 
marks, in  Bi^port  ot  it,  and  in  explanation  of 
his  otjeotions  to  the  Mil,  which  were,  genersl- 
ly,  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  partial  oommenoe- 
ment  of  a  system,  which  oo^t  to  be  general, 
if  acted  on  at  all. 

Mr.  OooxB  opposed  the  motion,  and  replied 
to  Mr.  Btbong,  and  read  the  6th  article  of  the 
late  treaty  with  those  Indiana,  to  show  that 
this  bill  waa  required  by  the  stipolatioos  of  the 
treaty. 

Mr.  Stbono  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  the  oiaotingolanae:  whiehwas 
n^atived;  and 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

And  the  House  adjoomed. 


TnssDAT,  May  9. 
The  Cr«ik  TWafut,  &«. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  aid  certiun  In- 
dians of  the  Creek  nation,  in  their  removal  to 
the  west  of  tiie  Misris^ppi,"  waa  read  a  third 
time;  when  Hr.  Stbono  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bilL  The 
House  sustained  the  oaU,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays — 168  to  15. 

Mr.  FoBSTTU  rose  in  his  place,  and  desired 
that  a  paper  which  he  held  m  his  hand  mig^t 
be  reoeived  and  read. 

Mr.  WnsTSB  denred  ot  the  Chrir  to  be  tn-^ 
formed  whether  the  cfanpUance  with  anoh  a  re- 
quest was  in  order  ? 

The  Ohair  rq>lied,  a  gentleman  desires  Hiat 
a  paper  which  he  holds  may  be  read  to  the 
House.  If  no  objections  are  offered,  the  read- 
ins  will  be  ordered.  s 

Mr.  Webstbk  said,  that  If  tiie  paper  related 
to  any  snlject  before  tbe  House,  he  supposed 
it  might  properly  be  read ;  if  not,  he  snonld 
suppose  it  out  of  order. 

The  Speaker  desired  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  to  state  briefly  the  nature  of  the  pap«r 
he  wished  to  present. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  stated  that  it  was  a  protest, 
drawn  up  by  the  Del^ation  from  Gewgia,  an 
the  subject  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Creek 
nation,  the  object  of  which  waa  to  save  the 
righta  of  the  authwities  of  Georgia,  which 
might  be  intwfered  with  by  that  instrument. 

Mr.  WsBsna  ol^eoted  to  its  being  read  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  then  said  he  should  aooompany 
the  paper  by  a  resolution,  in  which  case  itt 
reading  would  be  in  order. 

The  Chair  replied  that  the  hour  for  the  yn* 
sentation  of  resolutions  had  elapsed. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  then  denred  leave  of  the  House 
to  presoit  the  resolution.  The  question  on  sus- 
pending the  rule  was  then  put,  (which  requires 
two-thirds  to  oan?  it,)  end  decided  in  tlie  n^- 
ative— Ajrea  60,  Noes  67. 

Whoi  the  bill  oame  iqi,  Hx.  Suvjmboh,  of 
Pennsylvania,  said : 
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Kr.  fipeaker :  This  moTning,  a  member  from 
Geor^  presented  to  this  House  a  paper  or  a 
protest,  on  behalf  of  the  dele^tion  &om  Geor- 

S'a,  which  he  declared  contained  the  views  tif 
e  del^ation  from  that  State,  on  the  sabject 
of  the  treaty  with  the  Greek  Indians,  and  asked 
that  it  might  be  read,  it  having  reference  to 
bills  which  would  come  up  to  be  decided  ira- 
mediately.  The  rea^ng  wu  ol^ted  to  by 
the  gendeman  from  Uusadiiuettfl,  (Mr.  Wxb- 
•niu  and  the  hour  having  elapsed  that  is  de- 
voted to  rewdations  and  motions;,  it  was  decid- 
ed hj  the  Speaker  that  it  could  not  be  re- 
oeivM.  A  motion  was  then  made  to  suspend 
the  rule  limiting  the  hour,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  this  paper.  This  was  also  objected 
to  hy  the  gentleman  from  Haasacbusetts ;  and, 
by  a  ligid  application  of  a  rule  requiring  two- 
thirds  to  suspend  the  rale,  the  delegation  from 
Georgia  was  prevented  from  offering  their  dec- 
laration or  protest,  although  eighty  voted  for 
its  reception,  and  only  sixty-seven  agunst  it. 
And  now,  sir,  the  bills  referring  to  the  Creek 
treaty  come  np  on  th^  third  reading^  and  are 
to  be  passed,  without  the  members  from  Qeor> 
sia  having  an  opportunity  to  present  to  the 
House  a  paper  which  they  think  an  act  of  duty 
to  tiieir  Btato  to  have  read,  before  the  passage 
of  these  bills.  Sir,  I  know  not  the  contents  of 
tiiat  paper ;  but  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  char- 
acter or  those  who  offer  it,  that  it  is  coached 
in  respectful  terms.  It  is  just  that  they  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  before  the 
question  on  the  passage  of  these  bills  is  decid- 
ed. Surely  the  measures  of  this  morning  seem 
to  justify  the  charge  of  an  nnkind  course  hav- 
ing been  pursued  towards  Gieorgia.  It  offers 
some  proof  that  there  is  a  spirit  of  severity 
exendsed  by  some  towarda  her.  SiTyl  cannot 
be  satined  with  this.  I  will  feel  for  every 
member  of  this  nation.  No  Stato  can  ever : 
show  that  ti^ustioe  has  been  done  her,  and  ap- 
peal to  the  peoi^e  of  this  nation  in  vain.  I 
lisar  that  iqjostioe  has  been  done  to  Georna ; 
there  are,  at  least,  some  evidences  of  it.  The 
nation  ma^  be  slow  to  believe  her  story,  but, 
once  convinced,  it  will  redress  her  wrongs. 
'What,  dr,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  delega- 
tion of  a  State,  and  one  of  the  old  States,  too, 
has  asked  the  reading  of  a  paper  presented  by 
them  to  this  House,  and  this  has  oeea  .denied ! 
^^enied  by  a  minority  of  the  Honse,  too  ?  It 
it  not  merely  an  act  of  oonrteay,  it  is  an  act  of 
JtutioSL  to  hear  the  State,  and  before  the  pas- 
sage of  tfaeee  bills  too. 

I,  therefore,  move  tiiat  the  qoestiai  on  the 
passage  of  this  UU  be  postponed  nntil  to-mor- 
row ;  in  order  that  the  delegation  of  Georgia 
shall  have  an  opportunity  to  lay  their  protest 
before  the  House  within  the  regnlar  time,  and 
before  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said  he  iclt  sensible  of  the 
kindness  of  the  gentieraan  from  Pennsylvania. 
The  protest  bad  not  been  read,  and  from  the 
geoenil  terms  used  in  presenting  it,  might  have 
been  sapposed  to  embrace  both  bma.  It, 


[HaT,  I65C 

however,  relates  to  the  next  bill;  to  ibii,  the 
del^^ion  offer  no  resistance. 

Hr.  Srxmreoir  then  stated  that  he  fthould 
withdraw  his  oppontion  to  tiie  question  on  Uiis 
bill,  and  renew  it;  on  the  other,  with  the  vicv 
he  had  stated. 

Mr.  Webbtks  s^d,  that  he  presomed  the  mo- 
tion and  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  F«iin- 
nrlvania,  had  been  oalled  toxQi  by  the  obsem- 
tiODS  which  he  had  made  when  the  genUentsB 
from  Geore^  had  risen  to  preeent  uie  paper. 
I  nnderstood,  said  Ifr.  lliat  the  gentienun 
was  dedroos  to  present  a  protest ;  the  hear  <rf 
the  day,  for  the  presentation  of  noh  a  psper, 
waa  then  past ;  and  I  conld  not  sn^oee  it  to 
be  the  wisn  of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  ea- 
ter a  protest  with  respect  to  a  certain  biH,  till 
that  bill  should  be  at  its  |>as8age,  or  shoold 
have  been  passed.  He  certainly  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  ^ntleman's  pursuing  any  coarse,  in 
respect  to  this  matter,  which  the  constitution 
allowed.  On  tlie  subject  of  protests,  he  be- 
lieved, the  oonstitutioQ  was  olent;  and  tU 
practice  was  unprecedented,  except,  he  be- 
lieved, in  a  ringle  case,  whera  a  member  kad 
been  permitted  to  enter  on  the  Jonmalahisdii- 
sent,  with  the  reasona  it,  to  some  act  <^  the 
House.  The  practice  was  one,  which  mi^t 
become  very  mconvenient,  if  frequently  p1l^ 
snod.  In  the  present  case,  be  took  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  the  paper  which  the  gentieman  vishi^ 
to  present,  was,  both  in  matter  and  manoer,  >!1 
that  it  ought  to  be;  his  objection  had  on\y 
been  to  the  time  at  which  it  was  offcnj. 
Whether  a  protest  might  be  entered  od  tlie 
Journals  of  this  House,  he  did  not  know.  He 
should  presume,  thiU;  such  a  practice  migtit 
produce  some  inconvenience;  but  he  hadaot 
the  least  desire  to  prevent  the  genUeman  frtnn 
taking  any  course,  in  reniect  to  the  p>{>er, 
which  might  be  allowed  by  the  rules  of  the 
Hooae. 

Ur.  F0B8TTH  said  he  believed  it  was  strictly 
in  order  to  present  the  paper  now.  As  to  its 
iUrther  disp<Dsition,  it  nught  be  setUed  to-mor- 
row, or  on  any  other  day.  And  as  ail  be 
wished,  with  respect  to  this  bill,  was  to  hiTS 
the  opportunity  of  having  this  paper  read,  be- 
fore it  passed,  he  hopea  the  gentleman  frvm 
Pennsylvania  woold  withdraw  sis  motion  for 
postponement. 

Mr.  Stsvbitbon  assented :  and  the  folloTin; 
protest  was  then  presented  by  Mr.  Fobstis, 
and  read  at  the  Clerk's  table : 

"  The  President  of  the  XTnlted  States  hrnnog  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Representativef^  a  contract 
made  by  James  Barbour,  Secretary  of  War,  vid 
certain  Indians  of  the  Cr«ek  tribe,  dated  the  iHh 
day  of  January,  1826,  whieh  has  been  ratifipd,  i)T 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senair  of 
the  United  States,  and  having  asked  of  Congre»  » 
appropriation  to  carry  it  Into  effect,  the  uaitt- 
dgoed  Bcpresentatives  of  the  people  of  Georpi, 
feel  it  their  duty  respectfully  to  represent  to  :1m 
House: 

"  That,  by  a  o<mtnct  made  at  the  Indian  QpriDj^ 
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between  certain  Chieb  of  the  Creek  tribe,  and  the 
CiHiuiiu&onera  of  the  United  Sutei,  on  the  12th 
Febrncij,  1S25,  the  eUm  of  the  Creek  IndiMtf  to 
(lie  Uod  occupied  hy  that  tribe  in  Geor^  wu  ex- 
tingniBhed,  and  proTtnon  mado  for  tbeir  remoTal, 
bj  the  let  daj-  o(  September,  182S : 

"That  this  contract  was,  on  the  "^th  of  Uarch, 
19%  and  eolemnW  ratified  and  proclaimed,  by 
the  PNrident  of  ^  United  Butce.  acting  hj  the 
whioe'  and  with  the  eonaent  of  the  Senate ;  and 
that  CoogreM,  anticipadng  sneh  contract,  had  ap- 
proprnted  the  sum  of  210,000  dollan,  towards  the 
necvtion  of  it.  This  contract  partially  fulfilled,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  Sutes,  their  obligation 
nnderthe  emnpsct  with  Georgia,  of  1802;  and  re- 
Bored  erer;  dilQcalty  lotorpooed  by  the  occnpaUon 
of  the  Cre^  Indian^  to  the  full  exercise  of  all  the 
wted  right!  of  the  State,  orer  b  ooniidetable  por- 
tion ofhw  soil  nod  territory : 

"That  the  nnderrigned  are  under  the  sdemn  eon- 
Tictim,  that  neither  the  President  alone,  nor  the 
Presdent  and  Senate  conjointly,  nor  the  Gorem- 
meat  of  the  United  States,  have  any  constitutional 
piiver,»itboat  the  consent  of  Georgia,  to  Interrupt 
or  irniBdata^  od  any  pretence  whatsoeTcr,  the 
rii^U  ■aemd  to  that  Stote,  by  tUi  contract,  made 
h  oheAenoe  to  an  act  of  Congress,  and  ratified 
with  an  due  sokniidty : 

"That  the  new  contract,  for  which  an  appropria- 
tioo  is  now  asked,  diBcrs  from  that  of  the  Indian 
Epringi,  in  this,  that  it  does  not  provide  for  the  re- 
fflonl  of  the  Creek  Indians  prior  to  1827,  and  does 
not  expressly  provide  for  their  removal  from  all 
lands  occupied  by  them  in  Georgia.  The  under* 
«?Ded  are,  therefore,  compelled,  by  a  just  sense  of 
vlutia  doe  to  Georgia,  to  protest,  as  tney  do  most 
nkomly  protest,  against  it,  as  violating  the  rights 
of  that  member  of  the  Union  of  which  they  are  the 
EppreaeoUtives,  leaving  it  to  the  constitutional  or- 
gus  of  the  State  sovereignty  to  vindicate  or  to 
vaire  those  riehta,  as  their  own  sense  of  propriety, 
theirdaty  to  the  people  of  the  State,  and  thdr  rev- 
cKsee  for  the  union  of  the  States  under  the  Fed- 
Bit  CowtitmioB,  may  Oetate. 

AuniD  OrrHBUT, 
6x0.  Cabt, 
Job*  Fobsttii, 
Edw.  F.  Tatthall, 
C  E.  HaTxxs, 
WlLKT  TnoHnoH^ 
Jauks  HsBBiwETmn." 

Vr.  Hatvkst  called  for  the  yeas  and  niqrB, 
opoa  the  passage  of  the  bilL  The  call  was 
n>tauied  by  the  Honae,  and  t^ie  qneatlon  being 
Uken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yett 
I6T,  nays  10. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ile for  nmcmrenoe. 


WxDinuDAT,  May  10. 
Hr.  FoBSTTH  snbmitted  the  following : 
RfaaUti,  That  the  following  protetit,  presented 
hj  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  yes- 
terday, be  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  House. 

Ur.  WnnBB  made  a  namber  of  remarks,  tend- 
og  to  show  the  iDoonvenienee  of  the  practice  of 
noording  protests,  should  it  become  prevalent, 
ud  nfmed  to  tbeonlj  two  praeedents  extuit. 


Ur.  Cabt  said  he  should  have  uttered  noth- 
ing apon  this  question,  bat  for  the  remarks  uf 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wbb- 
STU,)  opnceming  the  paper  offered  for  admit- 
tance on  the  Joamals.  That  gentleman,  Kiid 
Ifir.  0.,  seemed  to  consider  it  as  strictly  and 
techniatUy  a  protest ;  directly  relating  to,  and 
coDnected  with,  the  act  appropriating  money  to 
carry  into  effect  the  Creek  compact  or  treaty, 
lately  solemnized  at  Washington.  He  had 
treated  it  as  merely  a  detail  of  reasons,  by  % 
minority,  for  their  votes  upon  the  appropria- 
tion bill ;  and  had,  from  that  view,  inferred  bis 
argument  against  the  privily  sought:  antici- 
pating that  great  inconvenienco  might  ensue 
f^om  the  establishment  of  such  a  precedent. 
Now,  sir,  by  this  criterion,  the  paper  offered  is 
certainly  not  regularly  a  protest.  I  voted 
affirmaUvdy  for  the  appropriation,  and  yet  I 
have  signed  wliat  is  called  ttie  protest.  In  this 
oonne^  which  I  have  thooght  proper  to  take,  I 
can  see  no  tncfmslsteney  or  con^dietion.  If 
the  paper  be  considered  what  I  think  it  Is — not 
a  protest,  assigning  the  reasons  for  negative 
votes,  but  a  subsUmtive  declaration  by  the 
Representatives  of  Georgia,  that  the  State 
waives  no  rights  which  it  may  have  legally  ac- 
quired, by  the  compact  of  the  Indian  Springs, 
their  silence  and  acquiescence  might  be  con- 
strued into  a  waiver.  Against  that  conclusion 
it  was  the  design  of  the  paper  to  guard.  I 
defy  any  one  to  discover  a  repugnance  between 
a  ngnatnre  to  this  protest,  and  an  affirmative 
vote  on  the  passing  of  the  bill.  I  repeat,  the 
paper  in  question  refiors  solely  to  the  conduct 
and  views  c£  the  delegation,  as  integral  and 
substantive  members  of  a  compound  body, 
withoQt  any  reference  to  the  votes  of  nther  of 
them  upon  the  bill,  with  which  it  is  no  others 
wise  connected  than  as  the  occurrence  of  the 
^ill  in  the  orders  of  the  day  has  furnished  a  fit 
opportunity  for  its  presentaticm  to  the  House. 

I  supported  the  appropriation  for  the  new 
treaty,  without  thereby  yielding,  or  intending 
to  yield,  any  sanction  to  tbe  course  which  hod 
aimed  to  abrogate  the  first,  and  cousnrnmate 
the  kst,  compact.  The  President  and  Senate 
had  acted  In  this  afiair  within  their  own  pecu- 
liar province ;  and  upon  their  own  responnbil- 
ity.  The  Representatives  of  Georgia  had  been, 
and  were,  placed  in  a  singular  and  delicate  Ai- 
uaUon.  For  one,  I  thoo^t  it  my  duty  to  aid 
in  realizing  to  my  StMe,  all  the  advantages 
which  the  second  toeaty  miriit  produce,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  exercise  the  consistent  right 
of  protesting,  in  her  behalf,  as  a  sovereign 
oiHnmnnity,  against  any  implication  of  a  sur- 
render of  the  benefits  she  might  be  supposed  to 
have  acquired  by  the  first.  "Whatever  those 
rights,  against  the  implied  ccmcession  of  which 
we  ask  to  be  permitted  to  guard,  I  ho]>e  they 
will  be  temperately  asserted,  and  constitution- 
ally secured.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  may  be  competent  to  decide  the  nn- 
fortuuate  contest,  if  any  shall  arise.  As  to  the 
ol^eoi^m  to  what  we  ^tm  in  this  instanoe,  on 
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the  gronad  of  danger  of  inconvenience  from 
tiio  precedent,  I  esteem  it  inoonaideraUe;,  No 
moh  case  had  ever  before  oociirred  in  Hm  his- 
tory of  the  oonutry.  None  aach  is  likely  to 
occur  hereafter.  I  hope  the  Honae  will  accord 
to  lis  the  privilege  which  we  ask. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  resola- 
Uoa  adopted-^ayea  82,  noes  61. 


Fmdat,  May  12. 
Aeeotmtt  qf  Mr.  Monro*. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  connderation  of 
ttie  bill  *'for  the  relief  of  James  IConroe;" 
which  is  as  follows : 

"  B«  it  enacted,  jr.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
^eiBiny  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  cavM  to  be  paid  to  James  Monroe,  out  of 
any  unappropriated  mooeyt  in  the  Treaanry,  Uie 
sum  of  fifteen  thoasand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents,  with  Interest 
from  the  third  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ten,  unUl  paid,** 

Mr.  S*.XJNI>BR8  proceeded  to  state  his  objec- 
tions to  several  items  of  the  bill,  particularly 
tlie  allowance  of  $9,760,  for  salaiy,  from  1st 
January,  1797,  when  Mr.  Monroe  obtained  his 
audience  of  leavo  at  tho  Court  of  France,  till 
the  fiOth  of  April,  when  he  embarked  for  the 
United  States ;  alao^  to  the  allowance  of 
$437  68,  for  oontinf^nt  expenses,  while  Mr. 
Monroe  was  detuned  in  En^and,  {after  the 
attack  on  the  Chesapeake.)  Ue  concluded  by 
movbig  to  strike  out  the  sum  amiroprioted, 
Iwving  the  blank  to  be  filled  wltb  some  less 
amount. 

Mr.  Merger  advocated,  with  great  warmth, 
tlie  whole  bill,  replying,  at  length,  to  the  objec- 
tions, and  strongly  urging  the  justice  of  tho 
claim.  Ue  eulogized  the  character  of  Mr, 
Monroe,  and  insisted  on  the  valoe  and  impor^ 
tance  of  his  diplomatic  services,  &o. 

Tho  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  allowance  of  interest,  and  decided  in  the 
aflSrmatlve,  by  yeas  and  nays,  90  to  73. 

So  tho  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

Hr.  &kinnnBB  now  renewed  his  motion  to 
Btrike  out  the  sum  appropriated. 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  Mr.  Livdto- 
wtov  rose,  and  sud : 

Sir ;  While  I  feel  gratefol  for  the  handsome, 
and  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  the  mer- 
ited eulogium,  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ipnia  has  paid  to  the  character  of  my  deceased 
oroUier,  I  must  not  omit  to  rectify  one  error 
into  which  the  gentleman  has  inadvertently 
fallen,  in  stating  the  great  services  which  tlto 
late  President  had  rendered  to  his  country — 
services  which  no  one  apppreciatcs  at  a  higher 
rate  than  I  do,  and  in  the  performance  of 
which,  part  of  the  debt  which  we  are  now 
abont  to  ^y  was  incurred.  In  enumerating 
these  services,  the  gentleman  adverted  to  hU 
q>ecial  mission  for  making  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
and  stated  that,  until  his  arrival,  the  resident 
Minister,  with  all  his  exertions^  had  been  able 


to  effiact  nothing;  that  tlie  debts  doe  to  cor 
dtiaena  remuned  im|Mdd;  and  he  gives  us  te 
understand  that  the  aoqoisltion  of  LodRsss 
must  be  attributed  to  the  exertions  and  diplo- 
matie  skill  of  Mr.  Monroe.  Now,  nr,  with 
tiiie  most  sincere  desire  to  do  Justice  to  the  im- 
portant services  that  gentleman  has  rendered 
to  bis  coontry,  and  with  the  greatest  rductsLce 
to  say  any  thing  that  might  seem  to  o^iento 
against  the  bill  for  his  relief,  which  I  shall  sop- 
port  by  my  vote,  and  would  by  my  anumata, 
if  I  could  surest  any  more  oonvindng  tbn 
those  which  have  been  so  ably  and  eloquentiy 
urged  by  the  gentleman  tram  Vimnia;  I  yet 
have  a  dntr  to  perform,  wldch  oUiges  me  to 
give  to  tiie  House  some  aoeonnt  of  toe  state  of 
the  negotiatioB  with  Trmoe  at  the  time  of  ttr. 
Monroe's  arrival.  It  may,  besides  the  prindpel 
object  I  have  in  view,  be  interesting  as  a  us- 
toricdd  Diet 

The  statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  of  the  hopeless  state  of  the  negctis- 
tion,  is  perfectly  correct,  if  wplied  to  a  time 
somewhat  anterior  to  Mr.  Monroe's  snivsL 
An  indifference  to  our  complaints,  evanons  of 
the  clearest  claims  upon  their  justice,  inattea- 
tion  to  the  most  urgent  represraitatirau,  for  s 
long  time  characterized  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Cabinet   Disgusted  with  all  these  dip- 
lomatic mancDUvres  ^  the  Miniattfa,  Mr.  lir- 
ingston  resolved  on  a  bold  and  nnnnul  metB- 
ure :  the  exprearion  of  a  sincere  admiration  foe 
the  diaracter  of  Ute  extraordinary  man  wbo 
waa  then  at  the  head  of  the  Govenunent  of 
Ftance ;  a  prudent  resdve  to  have  no  pt^ticsl 
connection  with,  and  to  give  no  countenance 
to  any  party  there,  more  particularly  to  thst 
which,   calling   itself   Republican,  nattirally 
looked  for  aid  from  the  Minister  of  a  RepnUic. 
An  established  reputation  for  honor  and  intejc- 
rity,  and  celebrity  as  a  man  of  literature  and 
science,  had  given  him  a  personal  influence 
with  the  First  Consul,  of  which  be  was  deter- 
mined to  try  the  extent   He  had  studied  his 
charaoter,  and  thouglit  that,  if  he  could  enlist 
the  military  pride  and  love  of  fiune  which  en- 
tered 80  lai^T  into  the  formation  of  that 
character,  on  the  side  of  justice,  that  much 
might  be  done.   Leaving,  therefcn«,  the  beaten 
route  of  official  notes  to  Ministers,  he  addressed 
the  principal  himself.   He  made  a  riiort  and 
pliun,  bnt  forcible,  statement  of  the  claims  ot 
OUT  citizens ;  he  ^owed  the  injustice  that  had 
been  done  to  them ;  he  adroitly  availed  himself 
of  the  national  interest  that  had  been  excited 
in  favor  of  France ;  diowed  tho  value  of  the 
supplies  (on  which  some  of  our  claims  were 
founded)  to  her  colonies ;  contrasted  the  confi- 
dence and  good  faith  of  our  citizens,  with  the 
rapacity  and  infidelity  to  engagements,  with 
which  they  had  been  received,  and  the  antici- 
pated payment  of  onr  engagement  to  France, 
with  her  delays,  and  reitanls  to  do  ns  Jnitice; 
hinted  at  the  advantage  which  En^and  might 
moke  of  the  unfriendly  disposition  which  such 
conduct  was  eaknlatad  to  ezdte;  and  ccn- 
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doded  with  a  short  appeal  to  the  feelings  of 
the  First  Consul,  on  those  poiota  in  which  he 
Imer  he  could  most  sensibly  be  touched — ^hls 
per5(mal  reputation,  the  dishonor  of  breaking 
engsgeroents  he  himself  had  made,  the  reputar- 
tioQ  to  b«  acquired  by  a  strict  performance  of 
coDtiacts,  and  the  neoessitj  of  preserring  the 
word  of  a  soldier  and  a  man  of  honor.  After 
vrging  then  cmsideratKHU,  in  the  strongest 
Buuioer,  it  was  suggested  that,  tf  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  Treasnry,  natnraily  resnlUng 
from  a  looff  and  erpensiTe  war,  just  then 
dcHed,  and  tiie  prospect  of  ita  renewal,  should 
render  the  pajment  or  the  funding  of  the  debt 
inconrenient,  that  means  might  be  found,  (evi- 
deotljr  pointing  to  a  purchase  of  Louisiana,) 
vhtch  would  not  onlj  satisfy  our  claims,  but 
relieve  some  of  the  exigencies  of  the  State. 
To  this  was  added,  the  risk  of  losing  the  colo- 
nr,  if  war,  then  diaily  expected,  should  agiun 
break  out  These^  with  other  connderations, 
were  stron^j  nrged  hi  the  letter.  This  ad- 
dress, altfaovgfa  not  in  tfaa  nmil  oonne  tX.  dl- 
^omaex,  was  wcU  reeetved,  and  seems  to  hava 
bad  the  e^t  that  was  expected :  for  a  com- 
Bimicatioa  was  immediately  made  to  tiie  Hin- 
i^r,  in  which  none  of  the  usual  eTosions  or 
nbteiftges  were  resorted  to :  it  cont^ned  an 
nplicit  promise  that  the  American  claims 
ebunld  Iw  honorably  adjusted  and  speedily 
paid.  To  prevent  speculation,  as  well  as  to 
ovate  AO  additional  tie  on  the  French  Govem- 
raeat,  Mr.  Livingston  immediately  gave  notice 
to  the  agents  of  the  claimants  in  France,  that 
W  liad  received  a  promise,  on  which  he  relied, 
fortbdrjMyment;  and  at  the  same  time  wrote 
to  the  United  States,  giving  n  similar  notice, 
dcflriog  it  to  bo  mode  pubtic,  and  adviring  tho 
crcditors  not  to  part  with  Uicir  debts.  This 
was  to  the  latter  part  of  February  or  the  bo- 
^aaiog  of  March.  Mr.  Monroe  did  not  arrive 
in  Piris  until  the  12th  of  April  following. 
After  this  promise  of  payment,  Mr.  Livingston 
not  cease  to  urge  its  fulfilment,  and,  besides 
tb«  unial  and  obvious  argnnients  contained  in 
t>ii  fwmer  notes,  he  stated  that  he  had  the  per- 
Mul  engagement  of  the  First  Oonsnl,  on 
vtildi  he  had  so  mnch  relied,  that  he  had  com- 
mitted himself  to  his  countrymen  for  its  ptmc- 
toal  performance ;  that  the  season  for  evasions 
■nd  ddays  was  past ;  and  that  he  hod  the  full- 
«te«afidence  in  the  honor  and  &ith  that  hod 
been  pledged  for  doing  Jnstiee  to  his  oonntcy- 
iMa.  Thus  urged  fbr  the  performanoe  of  a 
pHMBin  wluch  ne  himself  oon^dered  as  an 
wnorsble  one,  but  without  the  means  of  per- 
'onniftg  it  tn  one  way,  the  first  Consul  re- 
i^Ted  to  comply  with  it  in  tho  other,  that  had 
bc«n  suggested  by  the  Minister ;  and  there  is 
tbe  strongest  reason  to  believe  that  a  resolution 
to  idl  was  taken  in  Council  some  days  before 
Mr.  Honroe  arrived  in  France;  but  what  is 
ftttein,  is,  that  the  day  before  his  arrival  in 
Paris,  the  cession  of  Louisiana  was  proposed  to 
V.  linnoston,  by  Talleyrand.  Mr.  L.  had 
lh«  heard,  either  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  arrived 


at  Havre,  or  was  hourly  expected,  with  powers 
on  that  subject,  and,  of  course,  declined  any 
explicit  answer  until  he  should  urive.  Talley- 
rand then jpretended  that  he  spoke  without  au- 
thority. Sut,  within  two  days  after,  so  ni^nt 
was  the  French  Cabinet  to  ooncludie  the  sale^ 
that  one  <^  the  French  Mlidstry,  an  old  and  in- 
timate £riend  of  Mr.  livinntoiL  called  on  Um 
the  day  or  the  day  after  Mr.  Monroe*8  arrivalf 
bnt  before  he  had  presented  his  credentials, 
before  he  had  token,  or  could  take,  a  single 
step  in  the  negotiation,  and  explicitly  offered, 
by  authority  ol  the  First  Consul,  to  cede  tho 
province,  for  a  sum  very  little  beyond  that 
which  was  afterwards  sfp^ed  to  be  gjven  by 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Livingston.  The  way 
was  paved  for  this  important  acquisition,  by 
official  notes,  indirect  communications,  and 
printed  essay^  showing  the  little  value  of  Lou- 
isiana to  France,  the  question  that  would  arise 
with  the  United  States  relative  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  ri^t  of  deposit 
secured  to  us  by  Sindn^  and  the  certainty  <n  ita 
conquest,  if  the  war  dionld  be  renewed  with 
Great  Brifadn.  So  that,  when  Monroe^ 
health  permitted  him,  after  his  arrival,  to  take 
part  in  the  negotiation,  every  thing  was  done, 
out  fixing  the  price.  In  this  he  co-operated 
with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  they  produced  a  dim- 
inution fVom  12,000,000,  exelnaive  of  our  own 
claims,  which  was  the  snm  demanded,  to 
1,000,000,  also  exclusive  of  those  claims.  Tho 
reanlts  of  that  treaty  have  been  most  beneficial 
to  the  United  States.  The  measnres  and  argu- 
ments which  led  to  It,  have  frequently  been 
detailed  to  me  by  my  defeased  relation.  He 
foresaw  the  advantages  that  must  result  to  this 
country  from  the  acqnisititm,  and  he  folt  an 
honest  prido  in  having  been  instrumental  in  ob- 
tuning  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  striking  out, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  SO,  noes  92. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the 
hill  to  a  third  reading,  it  woii  taken,  at  tho  re- 
quest of  Mr.  LoNO,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — ayes  108,  noes  67. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  six 
oVlodc.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent 
in  the  diaousnon  of  private  bills. 


TcxeoAT,  May  16. 
Bakamok  AnubL  Florida  Bt^.  and  ffoMn- 
tk^WaU. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  oonddcration  of 
the  resolutions  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Lrv- 
iNOSTON,  viz : 

"Jteaotved,  That  the  Preddcnt  of  the  United 
Stfttoa  be  requested  to  Inform  this  Uouse  whether 
hay  cngflgemciit  has  been  made  with  the  Gorom- 
mcQt  of  Great  Britain,  In  consequence  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  this  House,  of  the  23d  December,  1823,  re- 
questing that  a  neeotiatlon  shool J  be  opened  for 
tea  aesJop  of  certain  geja  on  the  Bahama  Banks." 
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"  JteaolMd,  That  the  Preddent  be  nqueMed  to 
open  k  MgotiiUon  with  the  SpaaUtk  Oorermnent 
for  Aa  ccMion  of  »  proper  ritnatioo  for  a  light* 
HouH  on  one  of  the  Double-Headed-Shot  Keyi,  to 
be  need  eolel^r  for  the  purpose  of  sneh  Ught-House." 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  asked  for  a  divinmi ;  And  the 
qnesUon  was  aocor^^y  stated  <m  igraeiiig  to 
tne  first  of  the  resolutiona. 

The  first  resolation  being  under  oonaidera- 
tion — 

Kr.  LiviNOSTos  said,  that  it  grew  ont  of  a 
measure  adopted  on  the  23d  DMember,  1828, 
on  which  day,  two  resolataons,  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  propose,  were  adopted  by  the 
House.  By  the  first,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  open  a  negotia- 
'  tion  with  the  Govemment  of  Great  Britain,  for 
the  cession  of  a  part  of  the  island  of  Abaca, 
near  a  {4aee  called  the  Hole-in-the-Wallf  for 
the  paipoee  of  orectiu  theiewi  a  li^t-hoose, 
and  to  be  used  scdely  &r  that  pnrpose^  and  also 
for  leave  to  place  bnc^s  <m  the  Bahama  Buika, 
for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  ship  channel 
across  them.  In  consequence  of  this  resolu- 
tion, the  President  gave  instructionB  to  Mr. 
Btish,  our  Minister  in  London,  who  immediate- 
ly made  the  application ;  bat,  contrary  to  every 
reasonable  expectation,  it  proved  a  fruitless 
one.  Immediately  after  uie  acquisition  of 
Horido,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
made  provision  for  building  light-houses  and 
stationing  fiooting  lights,  Exing  beacons  and 
anchoring  buoys,  along  tho  dangerous  coast 
iElorida,  which  forms  the  north  and  the  west 
limit  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  at  the  point  where 
the  irregularity  and  n^ndity  of  its  onirent 
makes  it  most  dangerous.  The  advantages  of 
these  measures  were  not  confined  to  our  own 
navi^tion ;  that  of  all  tho  world,  trading  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  to  the  ports  of  Mexico, 
were  equally  benefited  hy  them ;  bnt  no  nation 
enjoyed  this  benefit  in  a  greater  degree  than 
Great  Britain;  all  her  homeward  trade  re- 
turned through  the  Gulf;  that  trade  was  of 
immense  value,  and  it  was  therefore  reasonable 
to  expect  titat,  in  consideration  of  our  lighting 
one  side  of  this  dangerous  passage,  at  our  ex- 
pense, she  would  make  no  difficulty  of  ceding 
to  na  a  few  yards  square  of  barren  rock,  on 
vhich  we  might  expend  other  sums  of  onr  own 
money,  in  making  similar  estaUishments  on 
the  other  side  of  the  passage.  Contrary  to 
every  reasonable  expectation,  this  was  denied ; 
bnt  we  were  told  that,  if  we  would  agree  to 
pay  them  a  toll,  they  would  build  the  light- 
houses themselvea  Tliis,  as  they  must  have 
known,  was,  without  hesitation,  declined ;  and 
here  the  negotiation,  as  tlie  result  was  com- 
municated hy  tho  President  to  the  House, 
rested. 

The  object  of  tho  first  resolution,  Mr.  L.  sta- 
ted, was,  to  know  whether  any  further  pro- 

Se^s  had  been  mitde  since  that  time.  If,  said 
r.  Ih,  it  sliall  appear  that  Great  Britain  should 
persevere  in  the  narrow,  contracted  policy, 
which  dictated  her  answer  to  our  tftgSomaa— 
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if  momr  is  her  object,  it  most  be  fonisbed; 
not  in  the  sbi^>e  of  toll,  that  wonld  be  too  de- 
grading; but  a  sum  in  gross,  equal  to  the  co«t 
ot  the  iHul^ngs,  and  to  the  cafntal  snffictent  to 
prodnoe  an  interest  equal  to  the  annoal  cort  (rf 
supporting  them,  niiiat  be  pdd;  andflwHoDse, 
on  sedng  nioh  a  state  ta  things,  would  an> 
donhtedly  provide  the  necessary  fands.  Ow 
increasing  commerce  in  that  quarter,  renders  it 
necessary  that  the  outward  bound  passage,  near 
the  Banks,  as  well  as  the  homewai^  course, 
through  the  Stream,  should  he  lighted  like  s 
street,  Let  Great  Britain,  if  she  tiiought  it 
consistent  with  her  dignity,  ei^oy  this  tdrin- 
tage,  at  our  expense.  It  is  one  we  must  incur, 
ni^  only  for  the  interest  of  onr  commerce,  but 
for  the  greater  one  of  hnmani^ ;  and  it  Tonld 
be  no  drawback  on  the  satisfaction  we  most 
feel,  from  a  knowledge  that,  by  our  care  and 
at  our  expense,  hundreds  of  valuable  lives  were 
saved — it  would  be  no  dhninutira,  I  si^, 
pleasure,  this  dreonutanee  mnst  affiord,  Hat 
many  of  those  thus  saved  were  subjects  of  the 
power  that  churlishly  reftised  to  concur  in  s 
worit,  equally  demaued  by  hnmonihr  and  in- 
tovet.  It  would,  perhaps,  diminidi  the  proto 
of  some  seventy  or  eighty  owners  of  wreckm, 
and  force  some  five  or  six  hundred  blark  or 
white  British  Bahama  sulors  to  find  other  em- 
ployment. But  I  cannot,  sir,  I  will  not,  be- 
lieve that  this  contemptible  interest  bad  anr 
influence  npon  the  measures  of  the  SngliiJi 
Govemment — I  rather  wish  to  believe  that  the 
BuUect  was  not  ftilly  understood,  and  that  v« 
shaU.  Bom  hear  that  an  answer,  more  conform- 
able to  the  good  intelligence  that  rrigns  be- 
tween the  two  powers,  has  been  givm.  I  will 
only  now  remark,  that  tho  United  States  has 
provided  for  the  erection  and  support  of  four 
light-houses  and  one  floating  light,  beniks 
buoys  and  beaccms,  on  our  side  of  the  Etream, 
and  that  all  we  desire  is  the  liberty  to  erect  ooe 
on  a  hare  rock,  on  whioh  nothing  ont  a  seo-tud 
can  at  present  rest 

While  I  am  up,  in  order  to  avmd  sgain 
troubling  the  House,  I  will  soy  a  word  or  tiro 
on  the  subject  of  the  second  reeolution.  tl- 
though  it  is  not  immediately  under  ocnaders- 
tion.  At  the  point  where  the  Gulf  Stresm 
(which  to  tills  place  preserves  an  eastwardlr 
course)  tarns  to  th«  north,  there  are  certsin 
bare  rocks,  without  a  rood  of  earth  upon  ibm ; 
some  nearly  level  with  the  sea,  others  ri^ng 
abruptly  a  few  feet  above  it ;  separated  from 
each  other  by  very  narrow  but  deep  channeU, 
and  from  the  Baliaraa  Banks  by  a  wide,  navi- 
gable passage,  and  from  a  sandy  island  called 
Key  Sal,  by  a  very  narrow  one.  These  rorks 
are  call«l  the  Double-headed-shot  Keys.  Tbtir 
position  renders  them  extr^ely  dangerous  to 
navigation  in  their  present  state ;  but,  at  tlie 
same  time,  wonld  make  them  an  invduabk 
point  of  depvtnre,  if  one  of  tltem  was  crownal 
witli  an  elevated  light 

At  the  time,  before  referred  to,  I  liad  the 
honor  of  drawing  the  attentioa  of  the  Hotse 
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to  this  poaiUon,  and  thej  paned  iuothw  nw- 
ludoii,  fiMmded  <m  the  ntoation  and  nature  of 
these  rocks,  vnoconpied  and  unfit  for  occapa- 
tioD  for  any  other  parpose  bat  that  of  a  light- 
hooae,  aqwrated  from  the  banks  and  islands  by 
a  deep  channel — and  they  directed  the  8eore- 
tarj  ci  State  to  inquire  whether  they  might 
not,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  be  taken 
}sj  the  right  of  occnpation,  and  nsed  for  that 
porpose.  In  answer  to  this,  we  got  no  opinion, 
DBt  a  correspondence  between  Commodore  Por- 
tn-  and  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  Double-headed-shot  Keys 
were  dumed  by  Spun,  as  an  appendage  to 
Eej  Sal;  and,  from  the  friendly  disposition 
dniTD  br  that  eorre^ndenoe,  it  was  bo^ 
that  Spam  would  prove  more  aooomiuodating 
than  Great  Britain  had  shown  herself  on  a  nm- 
itar  occarion;  and  on  Uus,  was  founded  the 
Mcood  resolution. 

Ur.  L.  said  he  was  sure  he  need  not  urge  the 
importaoce  of  the  subject  embraced  by  these 
resolutions,  not  only  to  the  port  he  represents 
ed,  but  to  the  whole  commercial  interest  of 
Um  Union.  They  had  repeatedly  shown  that 
Umj  felt  this  importance,  and  had  acted,  in 
eonseqiience  of  it,  precisely  in  the  mode  point- 
fd  out  by  these  resolutions.  It  was  in  evidence 
before  the  House,  that,  in  tiie  last  year  alone, 
more  than  half  a  million  of  pn^ierty,  and  many 
TalnaUe  IiTes,  had  been  lost  in  this  navigation, 
ThidL  frnn  being  one  of  the  most  dangerous, 
oonld  be  made,  by  proper  precautions,  the  most 
ufe  on  the  ocean. 

The  first  <tf  the  abora  reaolntiana  m  then 
■greed  to. 

The  second  of  these  resolutions  being  under 

ctmuderation — 

Mr.  FoisTTn  sud,  the  resolution  related  to  a 
fatiject  no  doubt  of  interest  to  the  section  o/t 
the  conn  try  represented  by  the  mover,  and  to 
the  navigators  along  the  coast  of  the  Golf  of 
Mexico.  There  womd  be  no  doubt  of  the  pro- 
prietj  of  Executive  attention  to  it,  but  Ur.  F. 
Dcfiered  It  was  altogetiier  irregular  for  the 
Hmae  to  rsftuit  the  Preddent  to  ezerdae  any 
of  Us  oonatittttional  powers.  It  had  been 
An^  it  waa  true,  but  very  un^rofitably.  If 
n  can  pettier]  j  request  the  President  to  nego- 
tiate m  nun  matters,  we  can  in  great;  if  we 
can  request  him  to  negotiate  with  nweign  pow- 
ers, we  can  request  lum  to  perfonn  any  other 
of  his  Execntive  duties ;  remove  an  obnoxious 
(iffieer ;  place  a  particular  and  favorite  eonstmo- 
tiooon  an  aotof  Congress;  wpointafavoredper- 
loQtoavacantoffice,^.  It  had  even  been  doubt- 
ed in  the  House,  during  the  session,  whether  we 
could  pn^rly  express  an  opinion  on  particular 
nbje^  ^  foreign  intercourse.  Hr.  F.'s  doc- 
trine on  this  pomt  had  been  fnlty  explained, 
lot,  as  he  had  been  grossly  misrepresented,  he 
mtld  state,  in  a  w^  what  it  was.  The 
paver  of  the  House  to  eatress  its  opinion,  was 
wnkmbted.  Ur.  F.  thon^t  it  never  shotud  be 
ntrdaed,  to  urge  the  EmenflTe  to  negotiation. 
Then  was  always  a-snffieieiit  prooenflsfl  to  act 


in  the  Executive;  it  ahould  be  exuled  to  re- 
str^  Executive  actiim,  wh«i  it  threatened 
injury  to  the  public. 
The  seomd  resolution  was  then  also  agreed  to. 


TnuBSDAT,  Uay  18. 
The  Late  Commodore  Perry. 

Ur.  FxTBB  offered  the  following : 

JUwlwed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  In- 
stmcted  to  cause  the  remains  of  Commodore  Oliver 
Hassrd  Perry  to  be  removed  from  the  island  of 
Trinidad,  ina  pobtte  vessel  of  the  Uoited  SUtes,  and 
to  have  the  same  oonveyed  to  Newport,  in  the  State 
of  Bhode  Island. 

The  question  of  oonrideralion  being  demand- 
ed, it  was  deluded  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  pRU,  hi  enlnnittang  the  resolution,  ob- 
served, that,  as  a  gentieman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, befbre  him,  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
widow  OcMiunodore  Perry,  written  subse- 
quently to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val 'AfTurs,  in  which  that  lady  had  expressed 
the  most  anxions  desire  for  the  removal  of  the 
remuns  of  her  husband  to  the  soil  of  that 
country  whose  fame  he  had  so  highly  honored 
and  enriched,  he  hoped  that  the  resolution 
would  now  pass  without  opposition. 

Ur.  Hahilton  sud ;  I  rise,  sir,  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  confirming  what  my  friend  from  Mazy- 
land  has  stated  to  the  House.  It  is  true  that  I 
have  received  a  letter  from  the  widow  of  our 
lamented  Perry,  Mid  I  wish  it  were  in  my 
power,  without  violating  the  sacrednese  sua 
sedosion  of  those  {p^eft  I  am  bound  to  respect, 
to  read  this  letter  to  those  who  now  hear  me : 
for  it  wonld  not  only  show  the  keen  solicitude 
with  which  she  cherishes  the  accomplishment 
of  the  parpose  of  the  rGsolutton,  but  of  what 
eort  al  eloquence  that  is,  which  springs  from 
the  sorrows  of  a  widowed  heart. 

I  hope  that  the  House  will  indulge  me  with 
one  word  more.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Afilurs,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred 
which  the  gentieman  fhm  Uairland  offnvd 
some  weeks  since,  appear  not  to  nave  compre- 
hended the  olfjeot  which  we  had  hi  view.  Uy 
friend  and  myself  knew,  perflsctly  well,  that, 
as  neither  l^slation  nor  appropriation  was  re- 

attired,  it  was  fully  within  the  competency  of 
le  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  have  ordered 
some  rate  of  the  vessels  attached  to  the  West 
India  squadron  to  touch  at  Trinidad,  and  there 
to  receive  the  remains  of  our  countryman,  that 
have  so  long  slnmbered  under  the  protecting 
chivalry  and  veneration  of  those  who  were 
onoe  that  very  enemy  whom,  for  us,  he  con- 

Jnered.  But,  we  confess,  we  had  a  higher  aim. 
t  was,  that  this  removal  should  not  be  done  in 
secrecy,  as  a  mere  offering  to  private  affection, 
hut  as  a  token  of  public  gratitude  and  esteem ; 
that  we  mi|^t  obtain  a  distinct  and  feeling  ex- 
pression of  the  sentiments  of  this  House ;  tiint 
we  might  here  say  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy, go  on,  and  dischaive  the  duties  of  this  pious 
office :  for  the  little  bark,  however  humble  it 
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limy  be,  which  soils  in  qaest  of  remains  as  dear 
to  this  conntry  as  those  of  Fatroclus  to  the  son 
of  Pelena,  carries,  with  the  cypress  around  its 
banner,  the  sorrows  and  the  sympathies  of  a 
whole  people. 

I  know,  nr,  that  a  cold  philosophy  tells  ns, 
it  matters  not  where  the  poor  dust,  of  which 
this  body  is  composed,  moolders  into  a  dod  of 
the  valley ;  but  the  instineta  and  attetidaaa,  of 
the  haman  heart  inatmot  as  in  a  more  amiaUe 
and  gratifying  lesson.  The  spot  which  holds 
fhe  ashes  of  the  great  and  good  man  ts  not 
^one  a  landmark  where  private  affection  may 
pour  forth  even  "  the  lozory  of  its  woe,"  by 
cherishing  snch  memorials  ''for  secret  looks 
and  solitary  enjoymeat,"  hat  it  is  sa  it  were  a 
living  school,  where  patriotism  may  learn 
something  of  its  duties,  and  virtue  some  of  its 
rewards.  It  is  not,  therefore,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose that  his  widow  may  be  permitted  to  weep 
over  the  nm  of  her  departed  husband — ^that 
the  parent  who  gave  him  birth,  stricken  with 
grief  and  age,  may  bend  over  his  tomh,  and,  in 
the  bitterness  of  her  heart,  dejdore  the  sad  re- 
vereol  of  the  order  of  nature,  th^  had  called 
her  to  mourn  over  the  toss  of  such  a  child— or, 
that  even  hia  sons  may  lay  their  heads  upm 
the  verdant  sod  that  rests  upon  his  bosom,  and, 
at  once,  in  the  sorrows  of  their  bereavement, 
and  in  the  pride  of  his  name,  bless  the  Al- 
mighty God  that  he  had  made  him  such  a  man. 
Ko,  it  is,  that  the  grave  of  Perry  may  become 
one  of  the  shrines  of  our  country,  where  those 
who  start  in  the  race  of  honor  and  glory  mi^ 
go  to  pay  their  fond  and  useful  pilgrimages — 
that  uiey  may  leom  how  noble  efforts  are  to 
be  made,  how  the  glorious  palm  is  to  be  won. 

Let  us,  tJien,  give  our  cheering  sympathy, 
with  cordial  nnuiimity,  to  &ia  too  long  n^ 
lected  purpose,  and  restore  the  aahes  <^  our 
friend  to  uiat  beautiftil  island,  the  spot  of  his 
birth,  where  they  may  sleep,  guarded  by  the 
Talon  and  oheriahed  by  the  gratitude  of  its 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

IToTi'SeaidenUi'  Land  in  ArkoMO*, 

Mr,  Stroho  moved  to  dischai^  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  from  the  bill  "  concerning 
lands  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
belonging  to  noa-residenta" 

The  motion  prevailed ;  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  Ck>NWAT  aaid  he  was  sorry  that  the  bill 
before  the  House  had  been  called  up  out  of  its 
order.  It  was  not  expected  by  him,  and  he 
was,  therefore,  not  prepared,  at  tliis  moment, 
to  present  to  the  House  his  objections  to  its 
pauage.  Those  ol^tiMis  could  not  be  made 
properly,  without  a  particular  reference  to  the 
revenue  laws  of  Arkansas ;  and  he  had  not  them 
here :  they  were  at  his  room  among  his  books. 

Under  these  circumstances,  said  Mr.  0.,  I 
can  only  submit  to  the  House,  in  general  terms, 
what  I  have  to  say  upon  tlie  subject  The  first 
and  greatest  oi^eotiou  thai  I  have  to  the  pro- 
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posed  law,  is,  that  it  will  derange  the  whole 
revenue  system  of  Arkansas,  and  consume,  in 
its  operations,  the  whole  tax  on  non-resident 
lands ;  or  throw  upon  the  proprietors  of  tho^ 
lands  an  expmse  much  greater  than  they  have 
now  to  pay.  By  the  laws  of  Arkansas,  the 
assessment  is  made  in  January  of  each  year, 
uid  the  ^erifb  of  the  counties  enter  into 
bonda  to  oollect  and  pay  over  the  taxes  to  the 
Treaaoier,  and  to  settle  with  the  Auditor  by 
the  flnt  of  Deoember;  and,  if  the  tax  on  Undi 
cannot  be  oi^lected,  without  doing  so,  Ibe 
sheriff  is  authorized  to  sell  as  much  of  the  land 
as  will  pay  the  amount  due,  the  sde  to  take 
place  on  the  first  Honday  of  November ;  eiity 
days'  notice  bemg  given  of  the  sale^  by  pab- 
lishing  a  list  tA  the  lands  in  some  newt^per 
Id  the  Territory.  Lands  thus  sold  are  redeem- 
able for  twelve  months  from  the  day  of  sale, 
by  refunding  to  the  purchaser  his  money,  with 
interest,  and  one  hundred  per  cent,  per  annuin. 

By  the  oi^^io  law  of  Arkansas,  all  the  mil- 
itary bounty  lands  are  exempt  from  taxstioB 
for  three  years,  fimn  the  date  of  the  i^lMit, 
and  not  me  tract  baa  ever  been  sold  undn-  fuor 
jrear^  from  the  date  of  the  patent;  and  yet  the 
Territory  is  charged  with  b^g  cmd  ud  <s^ 
presnive  in  its  revenue  laws. 

The  General  Assembly  meets  but  once  ia 
two  years :  its  last  aesBion  was  in  the  month  vt 
October  of  the  present  year.  Pass  this  IhD, 
and  an  extra  session  must  be  held  to  chsn^ 
the  revenue  laws  to  suit  its  provisions.  TUc 
will  cost  some  five  or  ux  thousand  dollars— a 
sum  which  the  Territory  is  unable  to  pay. 

When  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  was 
instructed  by  a  resolution  submitted  by  tbe 
honorable  gentlaoan  from  Connecticut^  (Hr. 
ToMUHBOH^)  to  inquire  into  this  sol^ect,  I  sub- 
netted  a  reatdutimi,  whidi  waa  Kferred.  by 
order  of  the  Honse^  to  the  same  committee,  to 
inquire  into  the  e^^iedienoy  <tf  makfaig  an 
propriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  tbe  Legis- 
lative Department  of  Arkansas.  The  report 
of  the  committee,  it  will  be  recoUected,  was 
unfavorable ;  and  yet  an  appropriation  is  made 
annually  of  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  to 
meet  nmilar  expenses  in  Uichigan  and  Florida. 
How  it  happens  that  this  spirit  of  ftvoritism 
exists,  I  cannot  tell.  The  General  Government 
has  never  paid  one  cent  of  the  expenses  of  ths 
Legislative  Department  of  Arkansas;  tbe  whole 
has  been  thrown  upon  the  people  of  that  Ttr- 
ritory ;  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  that 
expMise,  by  comp^ing  tbe  Territory,  at  an  un- 
reasonaUe  time^  to  change  ita  Iowl 

One  provision  of  the  bill  before  tbe  House 
that  the  lands  of  non-reiddeuta,  on  which  taxes 
have  not  been  paid,  shall  be  adTertised  once  a 
week,  for  dx  months,  in  some  newspaper  in 
the  Territory.  This  sin^e  provimon  will  cre- 
ate an  expense  of  abou%  three  dollars  twenty- 
five  cents  per  tract ;  the  tax  is  two  dollars  aod 
forty  cents ;  and  another  part  of  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  give  to  your  agent  one  dollar  as  a  fee 
for  redeotning  the  land  after  it  ia  aold:  theso 
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mm,  added  together,  make  six  ddlan  raxty- 
flre  cents  tax  <n  each  qoarter  section  of  land, 
per  aanniD.  11  tliU  was  all,  it  might  be  borne, 
perlui{H,  1^  the  land  proprietor  without  oom- 
pltint;  ]mt  your  lav  will  create  other  expenses 
vhidi  most  be  pud  by  him.  Yoa  require  the 
Govenuoeot  to  transmit  to  this  plaoe  a  list  of 
the  lands  taxed,  and  of  thoee  sold  annually  for 
Uies.  Some  person  must  be  employed  by  the 
TenitOTj  to  perfona  the  labor  of  pr^aring 
thoM  liks,  and  that  person  must  be  paid  for 
hu  serrioe^  The  agent,  too,  who  is  to  reside 
tf  the  seat  of  the  General  OovwameDt,  Is  to 
receive  three  pw  oent  of  the  amount  collected 
\ij  hioL  Now,  rir,  pat  all  these  aama  together, 
■od  it  dunra^  enioliuiTd7i  that  your  law  will, 
b  iti  MNntum,  as  I  have  htSan  stated,  oon* 
•DDe  tae  wh(te  of  the  tax  on  noa-rendait 
hnda,  at  throw  upon  the  pn^vietors  those 
liads  a  great  additional  expense,  wUoh  lahonld 
consider  ai^ost  and  crael  on  your  part. 

Hieae  objections  alone  ought,  I  think,  Kr. 
Speaker,  to  indnoe  the  House  to  rdect  the  bill ; 
ki  there  are  others  which  should  be  concln- 
Bve  io  briAgin^  the  minds  of  the  members  to 
that  determination.  It  is  novel  and  unprece- 
dcDied  in  its  character.  I  will  ask  you,  sir, 
vheQ  did  (Tongress  before  dream  of  appointing 
i  Collector  of  the  Revenue  for  a  Temtoryj  to 
Rside  fifteen  hnndred  mites  from  the  Temto- 
riil  seat  of  Government;  and  who,  in  his 
ebmetsr  as  an  (Acer,  is  to  be  per&otly  inde- 
pcodent  of  the  Territory  t  It  most  be  aa- 
ivered,  that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  ever  pro- 
posed onUl  it  was  thought  of  for  Arkansas, 
wtut  would  become  of  your  law  and  your 
igeat,  if  the  Territory  was  to  exempt  the  lands 
of  mn-rerideats  from  taxes!  This  power  it 
eenanly  possesses :  or  do  yoa  claim  the  right 
to  ennpel  the  Territory  to  conUnue  the  tax,  to 
^ye  your  agent  business  and  fees  ?  I  cannot 
t^k  that  such  a  claim  will  be  set  up,  when  it 
U  kBom  that  yoa  cannot,  by  a  law  of  Oon- 
tax  the  people  of  a  Territory  without 
thur consult:  and  here^  an  this  floor,  tit^y  are 
not  tUoired  to  vote. 

Tbe  General  Assembly  of  Arkansas  might,  I 
1^.  with  propriety,  ^poiot  an  agent,  to  reside 
K  the  seat  tho  G«teral  Government,  or  at 
ttf  other  pcnnt  in  the  Union,  to  collect  taxes 
^  DoD-readent  proprietors  of  lands  in  that 
Territory ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  Oongress 
cittnot,  with  propriety,  do  so.  You  can,  sir, 
ticmpt  those  lands  from  taxes  altogether,  if 
Jim  choose  to  do  so ;  and  I  should  greatly  pre- 
fer inch  a  law,  provided  you  will  appropriate 
nuuey  out  of  your  Treasury  to  meet  the  ex- 
V^am  <iS  the  Legislative  Department  of  the 
GoTerameut  of  Arkansas.  The  bounty  which 
jua  gave  to  your  soldiers  for  their  services  in 
the  Ute  war,  was  a  n^ioned  one ;  and  any  ex- 
tnordinary  indulgence  whidi  is  granted  to 
tlKni  now,  riboold  also  be  n^iondt^  and  not  at 
expeose  of  a  few  thousand  inhabitants  of 
one  of  Toor  remote  Territories.  Pass  a  law 
Bukiag  it  the  daty  of  the  Offmmiwiofwr  of  the 


General  Land  Office  to  receive  the  taxes  on 
uMi-reddent  lands,  withont  expense  to  the  Ter^ 
ritory  or  to  the  land  proprietors,  and  I  shall  be 
satisfied.  Bat,  to  a  law  so  iq]urions  to  tho  in- 
terests of  the  Territory  and  to  tiie  soldier,  as  I 
think  this  wiU  be,  I  can  never  oonsent ;  and  I 
therefore  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  uentived. 

After  snne  amffiraments  oflbred  Vr, 
Stbono, 

The  bill  was  farther  opposed  by  Mr.  Vanob  ; 
who  moved  its  postponement  until  the  next 
sessioQ. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Hr.  SooTT  now  renewed  the  opporition,  and 
closed  his  apeeoh  with  a  motion  to  poa^tone 
the  bm  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  KkawMX  urged  the  postponnnent :  but 
it  waa  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
ita  tiiiid  reading  this  di^. 


Fami^r,  May  19. 
AeeouhU  t^f  Mr,  Monroe, 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe,"  being  taken 
u[>,  and  the  question  being  on  concarring  with 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  goes  to 
increase  the  amount  of  appropriation  from 
$16,533  to  $29,618,  Mr.  VHrrrLasKT  demanded 
tiie  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered  by  the 
Hoiue,  and  were — ^Teas  64w  Kara  66. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  waa  dis- 
agreed tow 

SATinauT,  May  20. 
TU  Nm  Crtek  Treaty. 

Mr.  DwioBT,  from  the  Oommittee  of  Confer- 
ence, on  the  part  of  the  House,  on  the  dis- 
agreeing vote  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill 
"  nuJdng  appropriation  for  carrying  into  eflfect 
the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Greek  nation  of  Indians,"  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  ordered  to  Ue  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  aaid:  A  atapendons  fraud,  it 
seems,  was  intended  by  the  del^U<Hi  who  had 
formed,  with  the  Secretary  of  war,  tho  new 
contract  Tho  chiefs  composing  the  Creek  dip- 
lomatic train,  asrasted  by  their  Cherokee  Secre- 
taries of  Legation,  had  combined  to  put  into 
their  own  pockets,  and  those  of  a  few  select 
friends,  somewhere  about  three-fourths  of  the 
first  payment  to  be  mode  for  the  second  cession 
of  the  lands  lying  in  Georgia.  Tlie  facts  con- 
nected with  this  transaction,  although  con- 
cealed from  the  Senate  when  the  second  con- 
tract was  before  them  for  ratification,  and  from 
tho  House  when  the  appropriation  bill  to  carry 
it  into  effect  was  under  consideration,  were 
perfectiy  understood  at  the  War  Department 
the  Secretary,  and  by  his  clerk,  who  is 
called  the  Head  of  the  Indian  Bureui.  The 
Senate  having,  by  some  strange  fortune,  dis- 
covered the  intended  firaud,  after  the  ratifica- 
ti(»  (tf  the  conbaoti  and  bdtve  they  acted  on 
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tlie  appropriation  bill,  wished,  by  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  to  prevent  the  Bnccess  of  the 
profitable  scheme  oi  viUanjr.  The  Hoose,  en- 
tirely  ignorant  of  the  facts,  and  not  suspecting 
the  motive  of  the  amendment,  had  rejected  it, 
insisted  upon  their  disagreement  to  it,  and  a 
Committee  of  the  two  Uonses,  as  usual,  had 
conferred  on  the  subject.  Now,  that  the  facts 
are  ascertained  by  the  separate  reports  of  the 
committees,  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion on  the  great  pi^nt  oi  defeating  the  intend- 
ed treocheiy  of  the  delegation  and  seoretaiies 
to  the  Creek  tribe.  The  only  matter  which 
can  bear  discnsnon,  is,  Low  shall  the  treachery 
be  punished? — how  shall  tlie  Creek  tribe  be 
protected  from  the  abominable  designs  of  their 
worthless  and  unprincipled  agents?  Will  the 
amendment  pnmosed  by  the  committee  reach 
tiieir  object  ?  The  plan  is,  to  pay  the  money 
to  the  chiefs,  to  be  divided  among  the  chiefs 
and  warriors,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  a  full  coimcil  of  the  nation, 
convened  for  the  purpose.  Suppose  the  coun- 
cil in  solemn  session,  the  money  before  them, 
and  the  division  about  to  be  mode,  nnder  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War— mi^  not 
the  chiefii  and  their  tecretariet  dium  the 
money,  as  promised  to  them  under  the  toeaty, 
and  how  will  the  Secretary  or  his  agent  resist 
the  claim  1  To  show  how  the  clum  would 
stand,  Mr.  F.  called  the  attention  of  the  Honse 
to  the  statement  from  the  Indian  Bureau.  Mr. 
!F.  regretted  that  the  godfather  of  this  new 
oHlcc  had  given  it  a  Parisian  name.  It  would 
be  seen,  if  gentlemen  would  take  the  trouble 
to  run  their  eyes  over  the  statement,  that 
Kessrs.  Ridge  and  Yann,  sometimes  called 
C]ork»,  at  others  Secretaries,  to  the  Creek  dele- 
gation, two  Cherokew,  paid  by  tiie  United 
States  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the 
Creeks  against  the  United  States— (Ifr.  F. 
could  not  help  thinldna  that  it  would  have 
liecn  quite  as  decent,  and  somewhat  more  eco- 
nomical, to  Iiave  detailed  a  clerk  or  two  from 
the  War  Department,  to  perform  that  service) 
— mode  known  the  intention  of  the  chiefs  to 
require  reservations  of  land  for  them.  This 
was  "  rejected  promptly,"  but  "  they  were  told 
by  tlie  Secretary,  that,  although  no  locations 
would  be  allowed,  a  fair  equivuent,  in  money, 
might  be  added."   Money,  however,  they  re- 

filicd,  "  was  no  object."  As  land  could  not  be 
lad,  they  finally  agreed  to  take  money,  ten 
thousand  dollars  each,  '*  They  were,  however, 
put  right,  by  an  assurance  that  no  snob  sum 
was  intended,  nor  could  be  thought  of;  and 
tltat  five  thousand  dollars  each,  was  the  extent 
that  conld  be  allowed."  They  assented— the 
House  will  perceive  that  the  only  difficulty  was 
the  amount  of  the  bribe.  The  Secretary  was 
willing  to  go  05  high  as  five  thousand  dollars, 
but  conld  not  stretch  to  ten  thousand  dollars. 
Notwithstanding  the  assent  of  the  Cherokees, 
and  tho  declaration  of  tho  Becrotory,  that  five 
thousand  dollars  each  was  the  extent  that  they 
could  be  allowed,  Kidgo  and  Vann,  after  the 
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treaty  was  signed,  and  before  it  was  acted  on 
by  the  Senate,  or  submitted  to  th&t  body, 
brought  a  piqwr,  the  precious  list  of  the  price 
of  each  trutor,  for  the  inspection  and  infonas- 
Uon  of  the  Head  of  the  Bureau  and  the  Hesd 
of  tho  Department ;  and  what  answer  did  tjiuf 
receive  from  both  f    The  Head  of  the  Boksii 
said  it  was  their  own  affair.    The  BecreUir 
said  be  presumed  it  was  tbeir  own  affair.  Au, 
however  proper  a  more  general  equalization 
itthrongn  the  nation  n&ht  be,  faesuppoatdit 
must  rest  with  them.    Had  these  two  b<ed 
advisem  foi^tten  the  assent  of  the  Creeb  to 
receive  five  thousand  dt^ars  each,  and  their 
own  assertions  that  no  more  conld  he  allovedl 
But  I  ask  this  House,  if  the  engagement  ios 
the  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  list  of  tbe 
sums  to  be  distributed,  may  not  be  didmed  is 
part  of  this  new  contract!    If  these  persons 
nave  not  a  right  to  clum,  in  the  face  of  tbe 
tribe,  these  sums,  as  promised  to  them  by  tfa«r 
Great  Father!   Ay,  sir;  and,  if  they  are  poF- 
erfol  enough  in  the  tribe,  they  will  enftHce  tbeir 
claim.   Under  what  pretext  will  your  Secre- 
tary of  War  direct  a  different  dispoation  or 
divwon  of  the  mon^,  after  lua  (rften  repeated 
dedaraticHi,  "  it  is  their  own  affhir  "—the  ttta 
of  the  delegation  t    Tea,  dr,  so  h^>pi]y  b« 
this  badness  been  managed,  at  the  acat  of  Gor- 
emment,  under  the  Executive  eye,  that  this  di- 
vision which  the  negotiators  proposed  to  make  of 
the  spoil,  may  be  termed  a  port  of  the  consid- 
eration of  the  contract.   It  mast  be  confes^ 
that  these  exqnisite  ambassadors  were  qsite 
liberal  to  themselves,  their  secretaries,  and  par- 
ticular friends:  one  hundred  and  fiftv-nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  to  be  divided 
among  some  twenty  persons,  is  pretty  well  I 
What  name  shall  we  jnve  to  this  diriaoQ  at 
money  among  them  I  To  call  it  a  bribe^  wonU 
shock  the  delicacy  <tf  the  War  Department,  sod 
possibly  offend  those  gentie-spirited  pditieian^ 
who  resemble  Cowpers  preaebers^  **who  conld 
not  mention  bell  to  ears  polite."  Let  us  bor- 
row a  term  from  foreign  language,  and  caD  it  a 
douceur,  or  an  empeno.   Call  it  what  yon  will, 
every  honest  mind  must  be  struck  with  the 
desperate  infamy  of  the  transaction.  It  cannot 
be  contemplated  without  horror  at  the  deprsT- 
ity  of  the  savages,  and  indignation  at  the  rrim- 
inal  imbecility  of  tbe  Administration.  Tonr 
Secretary  of  War  made  no  effort  beyond  sd- 
vice,  dwelling  on  the  danger,  not  the  turpitnde 
of  the  scheme,  to  prevent  this  detestable  coo- 
spiracy  against  a  dependent  and  distant  tribe, 
why  did  he  not  dnve  tho  rmtiles  from  hb 
presraoe— send  them  back  to  ue  natioD ;  ex- 
pose th^  viUany;  and  ^>peal  to  tbe  tribe 
Itself  fhr  the  ftalfibnent  of  snch  an  arran^enwit 
of  the  old  contract,  as  would  have  been  just  to 
them,  satisfactory  to  Georgia  and  Alabama, 
and  honorable  to  the  United  States  f  Who  can 
doubt  tiiat  this  manly  and  direct  course  would 
have  secured  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  tbe 
tribe,  and  a  ready  acquiescence  in  the  wifto 
of  the  GoTemmentI    Bat  no,  air;  such  an 
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Uea  (low  not  appear  to  hare  passed  throoffh 
the  bnuM  of  the  War  Dej)artinent  It  woold 
have  deprived  the  Administration  of  the  glory 
ti  settUng  the  HBfortanate  oontroTerBr,  bj  an 
^nidaoof  and  anxious  negotiation."  It  would 
have  vindicated  the  character  of  the  murdered 
Hclntodi,  and  oi  the  oalomDiated  Commisdon- 
m  of  the  Uidted  Statea.  It  would  hare  in- 
sored  the  punbthment  of  the  treadWRHH  dde- 
gatea,  aad  the  pet  Ofaeroiees,  their  guardians 
ud  eecretariea.  Kone  ct  winch  were  iritMn 
the  ttxype  of  the  policy  of  the  ExeoutiTe.  Tlie 
tnascMident  criminalitj  of  this  design  cannot 
be  veil  nnderstood,  withont  recallti^  to  reool- 
lectioa  the  dai^  and  bloody  scenes  of  the  year 
put  The  Chief  Mcintosh,  distinguished  at  all 
Unies  by  his  courage  aad  deTotion  to  the 
whites,  deriving  fais  name  of  the  White  War> 
rior,  from  his  mixed  parentage,  had  formed, 
Tith  bis  party,  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Sivings.  He  was  denounced  for  it.  His  mid- 
night  sleep  was  broken  by  the  crackling  flames 
of  bis  dwelli^  bomlitt  over  his  bead.  Eseap* 
Of  from  the  flames,  be  was  diot  down  by  a 
party  acting  under  the  <»ders  of  the  pwsons 
The  aoensed  Um  d  betraying,  tor  Us  own  sel- 
fih  pnrposes,  the  intarests  of  the  tribe.  Those 
who  condemned  that  cldef^  the  incendiaries  and 
Use  marderers,  are  tlie  UMotiators  d  this  new 
coDtroct ;  the  one  hundred  and  flfty-nine  thon- 
laod  dollars,  is  to  be  the  frnlt  of  their  victory 
over  the  ftssaMinated  chief.  What  evidence  of 
fraud,  and  selfishness,  aad  treachery,  has  red 
w  while  malice  been  able  to  exhibit  against  the 
itid  warrior  f  A  reservation  of  land  for  him, 
ia  the  contract  of  1831,  was  sold  by  him  to 
t-V  United  Btai«s,  for  twenty-flve  thousand 
d'.^lais;  a  price  liaooidd  have  obt^ned  frran 
iadindnala,  if  his  title  bad  been  deemed  aecnre. 
This  ssle  of  moperty  given  to  bim  by  the 
tiihe,  was  the  fbnndadim  the  oalmnides  that 
have  been  heaped  upon  bla  memory,  and  the 
caoae  wliidi,  la  the  eyes  of  cor  Administration, 
fermoer  editors,  scribl^ers,  and  reviewers, 
josified  bis  execution.  Now,  sir,  the  execu- 
tiwen  are  to  be  rewarded  by  pillaging  the 
pnbilo  Treasury.  I  look  with  some  curiosity 
brtita  indignant  denunciations  of  this  aeciden- 
tillr  discovered  treachery.  Perhaps  it  will  be 
dbcorered  that  all  this  new  basiness  of  the 
CVeeks  is  "  their  own  aflhir,"  with  which  the 
*hiu)  editwa  aad  reviewers  have  nothing  to 
w.  Fntonately,  Mr  F.  said,  C<»gress  had 
Mnething  to  do  with  this  affiur.  We  owe  a 
Janice  to  the  tribe.  This  amendment,  he 
tmi,  would  not  do  justice.  The  power  of 
Cngnss  riioold  be  exerted,  not  only  to  keep 
the  money  oat  of  the  hands  of  these  wretches, 
bqt  to  secnre  a  faithfol  and  equal  distribution 
it  among  the  whole  Creek  nation.  The 
whole  tribe  hold  the  land ;  their  title  by  occu- 
pancy resides  in  all ;  all  are  rightfully  claim- 
tob  to  equal  portions  of  the  price  of  their  re- 
iDOTkl  from  it.  The  country  is  not  aware  how 
the  Indian  annaities  are  distriboted,  or  the 
aoaeys  ^  xx^l7^*^  disposed  nt  Tbey 
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are  divided  according  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Indian  Government,  completely  aristocratical— 
all  the  powers  vested  in  a  few  chieb.  Mr.  F. 
iiad  it  from  authority  he  conld  not  doubt,  th'at 
the  Creek  annnities  had,  for  years  past,  been 
divided  in  very  unequal  propcations,  not  among 
the  twenty  thoosand  souls  of  wbidi  the  tribe 
was  bdieved  to  be  oomposed,  but  amtmg  about 
(HM  thoosand  five  bondred  cfaieb  and  warriors. 
Onr  eomndttee  express  great  unwfllingness  to 
go  oooBter  to  tiw  treaty— the  treaty— the  trea^t 
Are  not  this  tribe  dependent  upon  usf  And 
shall  we,  while  we  never  hesitate  to  Instate 
about  their  oommercial  intercourse — their  con- 
duct to  the  whites — ^be  deterred  by  this  cry  of 

Treaty,"  from  protecting  them  from  the  vio- 
lence, Uie  ii^ostice,  or  the  frauds,  of  their  petty 
tyrants?  But  it  is  raily  for  the  new  treaty 
such  solemn  regards  are  felt.  That  formed 
here,  is  a  sacred  afiair— tliat  formed  at  the  In- 
dian Springs,  had  no  such  hallowed  character. 
Strange,  sir,  that  the  President  and  SeeretaiT 
of  War,  with  regard  to  the  old  oontraot^  sbooM 
exercise,  with  impunity,  a  latitude  onatmo- 
tion  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  pe(^le  ftar  to 
use,  even  to  prevent  fraud,  under  the  newl 
Strange,  that  the  Senate,  a  branch  <tf  the 
treaty-making  power,  should  be  willing  to 
legislate  more  boldly  than  we,  who  have  no 
power  but  laudative,  over  the  subject  I 

There  is  an  ezpreasion  or  two  m  the  report 
of  oar  ecBumittee,  which  deserved  notice,  as  it 
was  calculated,  however  without  intention,  to 
mislead  the  people.  It  Is  si^d,  by  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  reservations  of  land  wished  by  the 
Creek  Delegation  and  the  Cherokee  Secreta- 
ries, were  reftued  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  that  their  eflbrta  were  afterwards  oonflnea 
to  bmeflt  themsdves  and  friends  by  a  iBstribii- 
tion  of  tlie  monQy,  over  which  tM  fiecsetsir 
had  no  othw  eontiw  than  Is  to  be  found  In  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty.  From  this,  the 
pnUio  would  infer,  tiiat  It  was  the  deficiency  of 
power  in  the  Secretary  which  mevented  him 
from  reforing  the  money,  as  wol  as  the  land. 
The  committee  had  not  custinguisfaed  accurate- 
ly, or  inquired  why  the  reservations  were  not 
dlowed.  They  were  not  allowed,  Mr.  F.  pre- 
sumed, because  Oeorgia  denied  tiie  autiiority 
of  the  General  Government  to  make  them 
within  the  State,  and  Congress  had  sustiuned 
this  doctrine  of  the  State.  Former  reservationa 
liad  been  boni^t  up  at  large  prices,  in  oonse- 
quence  of  an  appliootion  from  the  State.  Bat 
for  this,  the  Secretary  bad  the  lame  power  to 
refuse  or  to  pnnnise  land  to  the  Oreek  n^tia- 
tors,  as  money.  The  money  was  offered  and 
accepted  as  an  equivalent  for  the  land  asked 
for,  at  least  the  five  thoosand  dollars  a  bead. 
With  regard  to  the  list,  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed by  it  was  a  gross  departnre  ft'om  th»  pro- 
visions of  the  contract,  which  both  dnt^  to  the 
United  States  and  to  the  Indians,  required  the 
Secretary  to  prevent  His  power  for  that  pur- 
pose was  ample;  yet,  we  see  the  Head  of^the 
Barean,  (Mr.  Thomas  L.  HoKinney,)  while  re- 
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fasing  the  request  of  the  conspirators,  to  have 
the  money  counted  and  dWideo,  and  sealed  np 
in  the  Department,  suggesting  faoT  it  could  be 
dAne  without  scandal — "the  cashier  of  the 
bank  would,  no  doubt,  oblige  them  br  seeing  it 
to  counted  and  sealed  '* — affordi^  all  pomble 
fiui^ties  to  their  arrangements.  There  is  some- 
thing in  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  16th  May, 
to  the  Committee  of  Conference,  that  merits  a 
passing  remark.  He  says:  "For,  although  I 
was  advised,  as  Colonel  Benton  is  aware,  to 
approach  the  influential  chiefis  with  secret  gra- 
tuities, justified,  as  it  was  xirged,  by  the  usages 
of  the  Government,  I  peremptorily  refosed  to 
do  so;  and  determined  that,  whatever  was 
pven  as  the  price  of  the  land,  should  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  treaty."  ITow,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, what  mighty  difference  can  any  honest 
tntnd  disoover  between  these  aeoret  gratuities, 
which  were  peremptorilr  reftued  to  be  used, 
and  the  five  thousand  dollars  a-pieoe,  promised 
by  the  Secretary  to  these  savages,  azra  the  p»- 
ment  of  which,  to  them,  was  intended  to  be 
kept  secret  ?  Where  is  the  stipulation  for  the 
payment  of  these  five  tbonsand  dollars  in  the 
treaty  t  It  was  to  be  taken  out  of  the  gross 
sum,  as  was  also  the  balance  to  make  np  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty-niae  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars,  and  no  one  was  to  know,  but 
the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Bead  of  the  Indian 
Bureau,  and  the  parties  profiting  by  the  ar- 
rangement, what  became  of  it.  I  am  no  casu- 
ist, said  Mr.  F.,  in  these  nice  questions  of  deli- 
cacy, but,  to  me,  it  appears,  this  afflisotation  of 
^nwsa,  to  cover  fraud,  this  pretence  ot  acting 
(fflenly  and  above  board,  when  soch  strange 
tuin(n  are  doaely  kept  in  the  dark,  are  qoito  as 
voruiy  of  peremptory  refusal,  as  the  nse  of 
■etiret  gratuities,  aye,  and  quito  as  offensive  to 
the  moral  sense  of  the  people. 

Before  taking  his  seat,  he  asked  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  while  he  mode  a  few  com- 
ments on  this  list  of  worthies,  and  the  prices  to 
be  piud  to  each.  At  the  head  of  the  list  stands 
Mr.  Ridge,  with  the  sum  of  $15,000  opposite 
to  his  elevated  name.  This  man  is  no  Creek, 
but  a  Cherokee,  educated  among  the  whites, 
allied  to  them  by  marriage — has  received  les- 
sons in  Christianity,  moralify,  and  sentiment — 
perfectly  dvilized,  according  to  tha  rules  and 
enstonw  of  CoxnwalL  This  negotiation,  of 
which  ha  has  been,  either  as  actw  or  instra- 
mcnt,  the  principal  manager,  is  an  admirable 
proof  of  the  benefits  he  has  derived  from  his 
re^dence  among  a  moral  and  religious  people. 
Vann,  another  Cherokee,  half  savage  and  half 
oivilized,  succeeds  him  with  $16,000  bounty. 
A  few  inches  below  comes  another  Kidge,  the 
Major,  father  to  the  Secretary — a  gallant  old 
fellow,  who  did  some  service  against  tho  hos- 
tile Creeks,  during  the  late  war,  for  which  he 
deserved  and  received  acknowledgments — but 
what  claims  he  had  to  this  Creek  money,  Mr. 
F.  could  not  comiffehend.  Probably  his  name 
iras  used  merdy  to  cover  another  gratalty  for 
the  son,  whose  modesty  wonld  not  permit  him 
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to  take  more  than  $16,000  in  hia  own  name. 
These  Cherokee*  were  together  to  nmn 
$40,000  of  Creek  monej,  and  the  Beoretaiy  of 
War  is  of  opiidon  it  is  qnito  oonalBtcnt  withtbs 
contract,  which  provides  for  the  dktribntMoof 
it  among  the  chiefs  and  wvriora  <tf  the  Oeefa. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had,  oa  a  fbrmer  da^,  abowa 
what  infiuence  had  been  exerted  by  the  Cbero- 
kees  in  the  Creek  notion ;  their  inaaHent  iats- 
ferenoe  between  the  United  States  aai  tbe 
neighboring  Indians,  wMch  led  to  the  defeat  of 
the  projected  contract  at  Brok«i  Arrow,  and  to 
the  death  of  Mcintosh.  To  this  iatermeddli^ 
spirit  of  the  Cherokees  might  be  traced  the 
selection  of  the  Cherokee  secretaries.  It  nis 
not  to  have  been  antidpated  that  the  and 
selfish  motive  of  this  intermeddling  would  be 
so  soon  and  so  palpably  establl^ed.  Tlu> 
Cherokee  influence  in  the  Creek  natitm  u  lo 
strong,  that  tbe  payment  of  tbur  $40,000  iriQ 
be  mine,  nnksa  Gongresa  act  decidvelr  to  in- 
vent it.  Look,  rir,  at  the  distinction  made  te 
these  exquisites  Topotfale  Tohdo,  wboM 
word  General  Gaines  would  t^e  against  the 
congregated  world,  is  set  down  for  bat  $10,000. 
The  LitUe  Prince  but  $10,000.  Even  Meoa- 
wee,  distinguished  as  he  is  as  tho  leader  <rf'  the 
party  who  murdered  MoIntoBh  and  Etome  Tvs- 
tunuu^^ee— as  one  of  the  accursed  band  wbo 
butchered  800 men,  women,  and  children,  at  Fort 
Mima — ^haa  but  $10,000.  A  distinguished  Ked 
Stick,  in  these  days,  when  kindness  to  iDdiass 
is  ahown  in  propwtion  to  their  opposiUon  to 
the  poli^  of  tlie  Genual  Government,  nu|^ 
have  expeetedbettsrteeatmeBt-— only  ten  tboo- 
aand  doUara  to  oar  enemv  in  war  and  in  peace! 

Dwionr  obaerved,  in  r^j  to  Mr.  F., 
that  the  House  was  now  snbstantially  debsting 
whether  it  wonld  carry  into  effect  a  treaty, 
constitntionolly  made  by  the  President  trf  the 
United  States;  and  whether  it  ^oold  or  would 
not  invade  the  limits  of  the  treaty-making 
power.  The  Senate  had  made  an  amcndmeot 
to  the  bill  as  at  first  proposed,  which  reqnirefl 
that  the  money  paid  under  the  treaty  to  the 
Creek  Delegation,  in  this  city,  should  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  nation  as  annuities  are  dis- 
^bnted;  but  the  toeaty  stud  that  the  money 
was  to  b>B  paid  to  the  ebl^  and  wumxm,  aw 
the  Senate  nad  no  power  to  say  that  the  mwi^ 
should  pe  p^  per  oi^ta,  to  all  the  mmhen 
of  the  nation,  m  the  manner  dtat  annuities  are 
p^d  to  them.  The  House  knew  very  well 
that  they  could  not  violate  the  treaty.  It  was, 
therefore,  proposed  by  the  House,  that  the 
money  should  be  pud  in  full  council,  to  the 
members  of  the  Creek  nation,  not  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  annuities,  bnt  on  that  of  the  treutr. 
Tho  treaty  could  not  be  altered  by  Congress ; 
and  the  act  to  carry  it  into  effect  must  conform 
to  its  provisions;  but,  instead  of  paying  the 
money  here,  where  its  operation  would  be  to 
corrupt  the  delegation,  and  to  defraud  the  body 
of  the  notion,  it  was  pn^wsed  that  it  aboald 
be  paid  in  the  nudst  ot  the  nation,  after  doe 
notioe  ipven,  thai  thej  mii^  ooavene  to  ra- 
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ceire  it.  The  hoooraUe  gentleman  from  Geor- 
pk  thinks  that  the  amendment  will  not  effect 
thb  object  I  am  of  a  different  opinion ;  but 
weagraeperfeodr  as  to  the  jastloe  of  seonrini; 
ttepqnieDt  of  the  mouOT  to  those  for  whom 
it  i>  intiodad.  The  geDueman  mmKMea  that 
dw  Senate  will  adhere  to  ita  ameiiiunent,  bnt 
th^  qqx^ted  a  Committee  of  Conference ; 
na  Mbm  that  eommittee  got  the  ultimatum 
of  Am  House,  they  repented  it  to  the  Senate, 
udtbe  Senate,  by  a  large  nujorlty,  agreed  to 
aoorot  it.  If  we  shall  now  reject  the  report, 
we  uitll  reject  the  propoeition  of  onr  own  con- 
ferees, to  which  the  Sfoiate  have  acceded. 

There  may  have  been,  as  the  gentleman  be- 
lieres,  a  stiipendoQs  fraud  ocmtemplated.  I 
■m  Bot  in  flill  poaesBion  of  the  facts  of  the 
rase.  It  does  not,  howerer,  appear  to  me  so 
rtrj  sorprialng,  that  two  Indians,  not  them- 
■dTes  members  of  the  Creek,  bnt  of  the  Chero- 
kee natioB,  shonld  demand  to  be  paid  tor  per- 
firmtg  Um  dntiefl  of  di[domacy  foe  the  Creeks. 
Uej  are  educated  men,  competent  to 
Uiosa  duties^  and  they  have  pwfimned  than. 
Hare  they  not  a  right  to  ask  compensation? 
That  is  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  evidence 
of  this  stapendoas  froodf  I  do  confess,  that 
00  aome  other  points  connected  with  this  affair, 
mj  mind  misgives  me ;  bnt,  as  to  these  Chero- 
kw  ifents,  did  not  our  own  diplomatic  agents 
Kceire  $16,000  for  their  services,  on  a  mission 
leimkeatrea^f  end  have  these  agents  of  the 
Creek  nation  no  right  to  stipulate  for  $16,000  ? 
Tken  the  Secretary  was  urged  to  give  a 
dowenr  to  Ridge  and  Vann,  he  rdected  the 
ttRestion,  as  ivopodng  a  dishoDoratHe  course ; 
md,  aftenraroa,  when  the  chia&  had  been  as* 
■mbled  at  Us  request^  he  msde  a  qieedi  to 
tboB,  disBoadlng  them  firom  th^r  intoided  di»> 
poftitioa  of  the  nHmey.  There  are  no  oircum- 
Aaees  U  etmoealment  in  the  case.  The  honor- 
^  gMdeman  seems  to  suppose  that  there  was 
a  diswrery ;  that  the  Senate,  by  accident,  dis- 
COTered  the  true  state  of  the  matter ;  but  the 
Hoose  has  heard  that  the  Secretary,  so  far  from 
hanog  uy  plan  or  purpose  of  any  chmdestiae 
vrangement,  disclosed  the  whole  of  the  facts 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  (tf  this  House 
n  htdian  Affairs,  and  this  before  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treiUy  by  the  Senate. 
When  &e  Indians  applied  to  him  to  make 
dvisini  of  the  money  among  them,  aecord- 
insto  a  schedule  fhrni^wd,  he  told  ttwrn  ex- 
pmsly  he  had  no  power  to  do  any  such  thing, 
tnd  referred  them  to  the  third  article  of  the 
tntty,  in  support  of  the  declaration.  Here 
vai  nothing  but  the  most  open  and  upright 
coDdoct. 

If  the  House  shall  refuse  the  report  of  the 
Cotamittee  of  Conference,  the  appropriation 
most,  of  course,  fall,  and  the  treaty  with  it ; 
Init,  if  the  House  shsJl  assent  to  it,  as  the  Sen- 
■te  has  already  done,  the  money  will  be  sent, 
■nd  the  treaty  will  be  carried  into  effect 

Ur.  WioKum  agreed  in  Uie  opinion,  that 
the  becretary  of  War  was  not  chargeable  with 


any  improper  conduct  in  the  conducting  of  this 
affair ;  but  stated  (hots  which  went  to  show 
that  uiere  had  been  concealment  and  unfair 
dealing  on  the  part  of  Ridge  and  Vann,  as  the 
proposal  made  by  them  mr  a  division  of  the 
money,  oocor^ng  to  a  certain  list  sabnUtted 
by  them  to  the  BeeretaiT,  was  a  matter  of  snr- 
l^se  to  Opothle  Toholo,  the  principal  Creek 
chie^  when  he  was  told  of  it ;  aqd  he  declared 
that  it  had  been  done  without  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  CooEB  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs)  confirmed  the  statement  made 
by  Mr.  Dwioht,  and  stated  the  circumstances 
of  the  interview  he  had  with  the  Secretary  be- 
fore the  confirmation  of  the  treaty  by  the 
Senate,  in  which  interview  the  Secretary  had 
folly  informed  him  of  the  fscts  now  referred  to. 

Mr.  BuBoia  went  into  a  vindication  of  the 
conduct  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  several 
stages  of  the  treaty  negotiation ;  and  denied 
all  purpose  of  omoMlment  or  indireetinL 

Mr.  Opthbebt  said,  that^  were  it  trm  his 
fnsUnatlcni,  the  state  of  hia  health  would  not 
permit  him,  at  this  time,  to  address  the  House 
otherwise  than  with  extreme  brevi^;  and  ha 
should  be  believed,  when  he  said,  that  a  Btrong 
sense  of  duty  only  could  urge  him  to  rising  on 
this  occaMon. 

For  more  than  a  year  past,  sdd  he,  a  violent 
and  unceasing  torrent  oi  abuse  has  been  pour- 
ed on  the  State  I  represent — on  Georgia— of 
which  I  am  proud  to  be,  and  to  pronounoe 
myself^  a  citizen  and  a  native ;  whilst  develop- 
ments are  this  day  made,  secrets  are  now  trans- 
piring, which  most  arrest  the  course  of  oalnmny 
and  oonfimnd  the  c^ttmniators. 

What  has  been  the  charge  ag^st  Georgia! 
That  she  has  vehemmdy  diumed  the  boieflt  of 
s  trea^  alleged  to  be  vitaHy  tidnted  by  frond 
and  corruption  in  the  negotiators,  whence 
has  this  charge  originated,  or  whence  derived 
that  weight  and  sanction  which  have  afforded 
it  a  general  currency,  and  enlisted  the  feelings 
and  the  interests  of  so  many  in  supporting  it  by 
calumny,  and  enfordng  it  by  invective  ?  From 
the  Executive  Government  of  the  United  States. 
From  this  Government,  I  say,  which,  on  the 
ground  of  this  charge,  has  even  proceeded  to 
the  alarming  extreme  of  procuring  the  uinul- 
n»nt  of  a  treaty  whi<^  had  been  solemnly  rati- 
fied. And  what  is  the  impcntant  secret  so  long 
held  fhmi  li^t,  «id  now  providentially  re- 
vealed to^t  Why,  thM  this  Executive 
Government,  negotiating,  not  by  intermediate 
agents,  but  in  its  proper  mideaty,  and  here,  in 
its  own  cai^tal,  nas  ooodnded  a  new  and 
superseding  treaty;  has  recommended,  haa 
strongly  urged,  has  {wocnred  its  ratification, 
knowing,  md  suppresung  that  knowledge  from 
the  worid,  and  from  the  ratifying  body,  that 
the  Indian  negotiators  in  this  treaty,  abomina- 
bly corrupt  atrociously  perfidious,  to  sate  their 
own  abandoned  lust  of  gain,  were  selling  tlie 
people  whom  they  represented,  and  that  from 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  was  to  pro- 
ceed the  reward  of  perfidy,  the  gratification  ot 
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oorraption.  So  utter  were  the  perfldj  and  oor- 
rnptiMi  tbB  Indian  negotiators,  that  they 
eoold  no  Imger  be  considwed  as  refuesenting 
the  peoide  by  whom  they  had  been  delegated, 
and  who  were  a  thonsand  miles  distant  from 
tiie  scene  of  n^tiation.  Of  ^17^00,  the 
price  of  the  territory  ceded  by  the  Greeks  in 
this  treaty,  these  men  had  determined  to  ap- 
propriate to  .themselves  $169,000,  leaving  to 
the  mass  of  the  Creek  pet^le  only  $68,000. 

But,  to  prove  that  no  suppression  or  oonoeal- 
ment  has  been  designed,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  having  been  called 
«n,  has  Jnst  detailed  to  us  a  conversation  which 
the  Secretary  cf  War  held  with  him  in  relation 
to  theee  transactions,  voluntarily  and  before 
Iheratifioatlouofthetrea^.  Ahl  bnttheall- 
anaterialf  the  only  material  eircunstance,  that 
which  otmsdtntes  the  essence  of  the  charge 
now  urged,  was  withheld  by  the  Secretary 
from  the  honorable  chairman  in  this  same  con- 
Tersation.  Not  a  anggestion  was  made  to  the 
honorable  chairman,^  the  Secretary,  of  the 
profligate  purpose  of  the  Indian  n^tiatora  to 
appropriate  to  themselves  almost  the  entire 
prioe  of  the  territory  ceded  b^  the  people  whom 
they  represented.  Not  a  fatnt  was  mtimated 
of  the  black  list  of  cormption  this  morning 
exhibited  to  oar  eyes.  Nay,  the  statement  of 
the  h<morabIe  chairman  does  most  strongly  sup- 
port the  chai^  of  designed  Bapi)resuon.  When 
the  Secretary  engaged  himself  in  oonvenation 
«a  these  transaobons^  with  a  gentleman  who  is 
In  9omo  sort  the  official  o^^an  of  this  Honse  on 
bdian  A&irs ;  when  he  even  uttered  oert^ 
complaints  against  the  Indian  negotiators,  must 
not  the  intended  embezzlement  by  these  diieis ; 
the  most  important  ciroumstanee  in  the  trans- 
actions; the  all-absorbing  oompl^t  a^nst 
the  chiefs,  have  presented  itself  of  necessity  to 
his  mind ;  ay,  must  it  not  have  pressed  con- 
apicaonsly  to  tus  view,  and  even  ^itended  with 
some  anxious  feelings!  How  is  it  poanble, 
then,  that  he  should  nave  avoided  the  mention 
of  it,  but  in  ocmseanence  of  a  predetermination  t 
.Well,  indeed,  mlEUt  the  honoraUe  gentleman 
from  Tenneaiee  cwdare  that,  in  the  o«nmuni> 
oadtm  of  the  Secretary,  he  pero^ved  nangfat 
-to  excite  his  suspicions — sinoe,  in  that  oom- 
mnnicadon,  what  was  innocent  only  was  dis- 
closed ;  and  what  was  criminal  was  precisely 
that  which  was  retidned.  As  to  the  miserable 
Indian  ohiefe,  they  impodently  nUempted  to 
make  oar  Government  direct  co-actors  with 
them  in  the  villany  they  were  perpetrating,  by 

{irocuring  a  distribution  to  be  made  of  tiie  in- 
quitous  plunder  in  the  very  office  of  the  War 
Department,  by  its  officers,  and  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  its  stamp  and  seal.  Thus  were  the  In- 
dian people  at  home  to  be  abused  with  the 
notion  that  this  diviuon  of  the  price  of  their 
territory  was  direct  by  the  Oovemment 
here,  and  thus  were  th^  to  be  overawed  into 
an  nnqoestioning  submiasioii  to  it.  Oonld 
there  be  evidenced  vaon  deliberate  and  wicked 
o«triva&oe(tf  ftand!  Xhuid,didl8i7l  Ban 


[Hat,  im 

and  deteataUe  treachery  I   b  this  in  the  nature 

of  a  fraud  committed  <hi  iadifferait  or  hcetik 
persons?  Kc^  but  agents,  changed  with  the 
confidence  and  entnuited  with  the  aflbirs  of  a 
people  a  thousand  miles  distant,  vi(4ate  that 
confidence  and  betray  that  tmst,  and,  proceed- 
ing to  the  extreme  of  human  baseness,  sell  for 
individual  gun — ^for  a  price  pud  to  tbemsdres 
— that  people  to  whom  their  oblintitm  was  of 
so  high  and  sacred  a  character,  what  heiglit* 
ena  the  strangeness  and  aggravates  the  infuny 
of  this  extraoidinary  transactitm  is,  that  In^ana 
who  not  even  of  the  Creek  people,  men  of 
the  Cherokee  in\»t  are  to  participate  in  this 
oormpt  ^vinon  of  the  inioe  of  temtny  oeded 
by  the  Creeks. 

Soeh,  Iho),  bnng  the  treachery  and  ooin^ 
tlon  of  the  Indian  agents,  who  negotiated  tbn 
treaty,  and  such  the  eonnivance  of  the  Encn- 
tive  Government  here  at  this  treacheay  tai 
corruption,  such  its  soppression  of  facts,  wludi 
disclosed,  would  have  shocked  the  moral  sense 
of  all ;  would  have  blasted  the  credit  of  the 
superseding  treaty,  with  "Uie  members  of  that 
body  by  which  it  was  to  be  approved  or  con- 
demned— what  is  the  idea  that  pre«ent8  its^ 
aimnltaneously  to  all !  Those  with  whom  ori- 
(i^nated  all  the  abuse  and  calumny  agmnst 
Georgia,  the  administrators  of  the  Federal  Got- 
ernment,  are  abont  to  eaffa  the  recoil  of  tbar 
own  unworthy  inventiona.  A  day  of  retribn- 
of  dreaoEkd  rrtribation,  is  oone,  Etot 
ed  Justice  retnni  the  poisoned  diaUoe  to 
their  lips,  who  minted  venom  in  the  dranght 
And  what,  indeed,  is  the  extraordhiaiy  qieewe 
which  now  offers  itself?  In  the  exerdae  nt 
some  strange  and  anomalous  power,  onkiioim 
to  the  constitution,  an  entire  treaty,  under  the 
pretence  of  fraud,  has  been  otteriy  ^rogated, 
and  behold,  the  self-same  Govemmrat  bj 
which  this  daring  act  has  been  done,  are  affect- 
ing the  utmost  scrapie  and  delicacy  at  touching 
the  mere  form  of  a  single  article  in  another 
treaty,  when  the  purpose  is  to  prevent  the  suc- 
cess of  a  vile  ana  deliberate  fraud — of  a  dam- 
nable treachery.  Have  I  been  nnng  any  ia- 
genioaaa<^)histrieBortnbtaleinlerenoeBt  Ko: 
all  that  I  have  aaid  is  manifest  as  di^.  Can  any 
MM  deny  it?  Will  any  <me  deny  it?  Does 
any  one  deny  it  ?— Vy  atoength  fiuila  me. 

Mr.  Tatnau.  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  at 
large  into  this  discussion,  as  the  i^proxiniation 
of  the  close  of  the  session  would  seem  to  pre- 
clude this;  nor,  however  strong  his  feelings 
were,  (and  they  were  strmg,)  did  he  rise  to 
mve  vent  to  them.  In  fact,  nis  colleague,  vho 
had  first  risen,  had  relieved  him  from  the  se- 
cessity  of  the  one,  and  his  friend  who  had  sno* 
ceeded  him,  had,  in  the  burst  of  his  indignaticn 
as  a  Georgian,  rendered  nonecessary  the  other. 
He  rose  simply  to  explain  why  he  should  vote 
dtfibrently  frcnn  his  euleagne  itrat  aUuded  to. 

He  was  as  ooi^dent  aa  his  ocdleaguea  could 
be,  that  the  foulest  fraud  had  been  projected 
by  some  of  the  in^vbluals  calling  tbeniselvesa 
part  of  the  Creek  Detegatbn,  and  tliat  Uwai 
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knoim  to  the  Department  of  War  before  tbe 
ratilicatioa  of  the  treaty,  and  was  not  com- 
Bnuucated  by  that  Department  to  the  Senate, 
either  bdbre  or  during  the  pendency  of  the 
tonadenUon  of  the  treaty  by  that  body.  Mr. 
T.  Mid  he  vonld  not,  however,  for  the  reasons 
jast  mentioned,  dwell  on  thisgroond,  bot  would 
prueeed  to  ftate,  that  he  was  in  &tw  of  the 
•meodranit  o&red  by  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference, (ind  therein  he  differed  from  hia  col- 
kagoe.)  which,  whilst  it  would  effeotoally  pre- 
reot  the  commission  of  the  fraud  Intended, 
vodd,  ^so^  avoid  a  violation  of  the  terms  of 
^tbenewtreaty,"  as  it  was  styled.  He,indeei], 
denied  that  this  was  a  treaty,  and  the  law  of 
the  land,  so  far,  at  least,  as  it  conflicted  with 
the  inovisions  of  the  first,  or  "  old  treaty.^' 
Bat,  sir,  said  he,  the  ^propriation  bill,  an 
unendment  to  which  is  now  the  subject  of  con- 
sideration, has  fur  its  object  tbe  execation  of 
this  new  treaty ;  and,  if  it  be  not  for  this  pur- 
pose, it  is  for  no  Intimate  purpose  .at  all. 
Tbts  House  has  regarded  this  sabstitnte  for  the 
Mcintosh  treaty  M  a  treaty,  and  it  cannot, 
thererore,  wiUi  propriebr,  or  oonilstMioy,  dis- 
njnrd  its  provisiona.  I  united  with  my  col- 
kagae  in  voting  against  this  entire  appropria- 
te bill,  and  I  would  again  do  so,  if  necessary. 
I  denied  that  to  be  a  treaty,  which  must  be  so 
reinnled,  if  tbe  approprtaUon  contiunerl  in  the 
bill  were  necessary  and  proper.  Bat,  sir,  when 
tlie  Question  is,  not  whetoer  the  instrument 
uUea  a  treaty  is  a  treaty,  but  whether  we  are 
di^{MMed  to  amend  a  bill  previously  determined* 
npwu  to  carry  into  effect  that  treaty,  it  is  al- 
to^ther  a  different  thing.  At  this  stage  of 
ilie  matter,  the  fact  is,  on  all  sides,  conceded, 
tbat  tliis  thing  which  is  called  a  treaty,  is  a 
tn^,  and  that  some  biU  nolung  an  appropria- 
tioo  to  anente  1%  is  ineritable.  This  being 
tbe  ease,  no  aniaidment  of  that  bill  can  be 
made  wliich  has  a  tendency  to  a  divegard  of  the 
lenns  of  such  treaty.  Oar  object  is  to  prevent 
dsring  fraod  which  is  meditated;  bat  I 
nntrad  that,  in  looking  to  that  object,  we 
nost  be  governed  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
ooder  which,  and  to  exeonte  which,  this  bill 
lu«  been  framed.  We  have  no  riglit  to  alter 
ihese  terms.  I  deny  that  the  Government  had 
a  rijrbt  to  set  aside  the  first  treaty.  This  my 
nltei^nie  also  denies;  and  how  he  can  deny 
tht^  and  yet  muntain  that  the  present  treaty 
ni^  be  altered  by  Ooiwtesa,  I  cannot  under- 
rtul  It  is  not  tiiat  I  £>  not  go  as  &r  OS  my 
ooUngoe.  I  go  ftrther.  I  sqr  that  this  Oov- 
vsmoit  not  only  has  no  right  to  altw  or  do 
sway  with  a  whole  treaty,  bat  I  also  say  it  has 
not  a  right  to  alter  or  expunge  a  ringle  word— 
1  single  letter.  I  do  not  mean  to  charge  my 
ealWpite  with  inconstBtency.  I  was  not  aware 
of  his  intention  to  introdnce  his  motion,  or  of 
his  objection  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference,  nntil  after  he  bad  risen  to  address 
tbe  Oiair.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing his  enilanatioDS.  But,  it  does  seem  to  me, 
Br,  that,  if  this  inoDulons  instrument  b  to  be 


regarded  as  a  treaty,  it  cannot  be  altered,  ex- 
cept by  the  consent  of  the  parties  to  it,  and  not 
even  then,  if  it  conflicts  with  the  rights  vested 
by  it  in  a  third  party.  For  my  own  part,  sir, 
I  consider  Georgia  as  having  acqoired  vested 
rights  under  the  first  treaty— rights  which  the 
General  Government  ooustitntionally  could  not, 
and,  standing  as  things  tunc  do,  will  not,  dare 
to  touch,  or  attempt  to  destrc^.  however, 
the  strong  arm  of  power  shall  be  raised  agunst 
the  rights  of  my  natiye  State->-if  force  shall  be 
resorted  to  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  old 
treaty — ^I,  for  one,  shall  be  ready  (and  I  shall 
not  be  the  only  Georgian  who  will  be  ready  to 
move  in  so  holy  a  cause)  to  shoulder  ray  mus- 
ket to  defend,  at  every  hazard,  these  rights,  and 
to  enforce  this  treaty.  However,  sir,  I  will 
say  nothing  more  on  this  point.  When  the. 
time  shall  arriv^-^f  ever  that  dark  hour  shall 
arrive — trust  in  God  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
act  as  every  Georgian  should  act 

I  shall  give  my  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Ccnnmittee  of  Conference. 

Mr.  OooE,  in  a  brief  speech,  vindicated  the 
mtnol  ehancter  of  the  Secretiry,  and  denied 
that  tlie  facts  rdbrred  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  woe  known  and  concealed  by 
him. 

Mr.  Taitnall  requested  Mr.  Coox  to  yield 
the  floor  for  a  moment,  and  stated,  that  tbe  list 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  was,  itself,  con- 
clusive evidence  of  a  corrupt  intention  to  divide 
the  greater  part  of  the  money  among  the  few 
persons  named  in  it.  In  this  list,  different 
sums  were  written  opposite  the  names  of  differ- 
ent individnals,  snch,  for  instance,  as  the  fol- 
lowing :  John  Kidge,  $16,000— Joseph  Vann, 
$15,000,"  (both  Oherokeea,  and  not  Creeks^ 
and,  therefore,  not  entitled  to  one  cent)  The 
next,  a  long  and  barbarous  Indian  name,  which 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  pronounce, "  $10,000/*— 
next,  "John  Btedham,  $10,000,"  Ac.  This 
list,  as  it  appears  in  Uie  docnments  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  presented  to 
the  War  Department  by  Ridge  ana  Yann. 

Mr.  Cook  resumed.  The  Secretary  had  been 
told  that  land  was  wanted  for  Bidge  and  Vann, 
hut  had  repUed  that  he  could  not  consent  to 
allow  any.  Money,  indeed,  had  been  given 
them,  as  had  been  costomary  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government — yet,  this  was  not  the 
act  of  the  Secretary ;  he  told  the  Creek  am- 
baasadors  that  snch  a  snm  would  be  granted 
them,  and  that  they  might  pay  it  to  Ridge  and 
Yonn,  if  tliey  thought  proper;  hot  no  snch 
arrangement  should  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
treaty.  As  to  the  list  or  schedule,  according 
to  which  the  money  was  to  be  divided,  it  was 
not  presented  at  the  War  Department  till  the 
treaty  had  gone  to  the  Senate.  [Mr.  Tattnaix 
here  refenrad  to  documents,  and  Mr.  C.  ac- 
knowledged that,  in  this  particular,  he  hod 
iieen  under  a  mistake.]  But,  though  the  pro* 
position  for  a  corrupt  partition  of  the  raooey 
had  been  made,  it  had  not  been  assented  to ; 
and  this,  therefore,  fixed  no  immoral  charge  on 


Digitized  by 


Google 


262 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  orR.] 

the  Secretarj  or  the  Administration.  The  treaty 
does  stipulate  that  the  money  mentioned  shall  be 
paid  "  to  the  chiefc  and  warriors" — whether  we 
can  alter  that  arrangement  in  this  House  is  a 
very  serious  question.  But,  however  this  ques- 
tion might  be  settled,  it  was  dmng  great  in- 
justice to  the  country  and  its  Government,  to 
say,  wiUiout  better  proof,  that  the  Department 
Ittd  connived  at  a  foul  frand. 

Mr,  Mbbobr,  having  before  sought  in  vain 
to  obtain  the  floor,  next  addressed  the  House, 
I{|  as  a  great  poet  had  proclaimed,  '*  en  honest 
man's  the  noblest  work  of  Grod,"  then,  said  Mr. 
M.,  is  James  Barbour  entitled  to  that  high  eulogy. 
No  man  on  earth  would  more  proudly  scorn 
to  commit,  or  to  conceal  a  fraud,  than  the 
present  Secretaiy  of  War.  He  had  witnessed 
liis  condnct,  in  all  the  relationa  of  life,  public 
and  private— in  peace  and  in  war — ^in  the 
tented  field,  beneath  sultry  skies — ^in  the  dead 
of  Winter,  amidst  frosts  and  snows — as  Gov- 
ernor, legislator,  soldier,  and  citizen,  of  Yir- 

E'nia.  A  pnrer  or  more  patriotic  heart  than 
s  beats  not  in  the  breast  of  man.  It  is  no 
Ught  matter,  said  Mr.  M.,  in  a  desnltory  debate, 
at  the  very  close  of  a  long  protracted  session 
of  Congress,  to  insinuate  that  such  a  man  has 
concealed,  or  connived  at  the  commission  of,  a 
"  stupendous  fraud."  Ur.  M.  denied  that  tne 
House  is  bound  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect, 
which  had  been  negotiated  or  consummated  by 
fraud.  Prove  this  of  the  present  treaty,  and 
he  wonld  regard  it  with  as  little  respect  as  the 
blank  sheet  that  he  held  in  his  hand,  [tearing  it 
and  casting  it  on  the  floor.]  Such  a  treatj)r,  con- 
tidered  as  a  private  contract,  woald  be,  m  law, 
not  merely  vtiidable,  bat  void.  Void,  oft  initio. 
80  should  he  regard  the  trnity  of  the  Indiui 
Springs,  if  made  with  incoinpetent  persons, 
whether  A-audalently  or  not.  Had  it  been 
submitted  to  titis  House  for  an  appropriation, 
with  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  Indian  ne- 
gotiators .were  destitute  of  authority  to  make 
ft,  he  would  not  have  voted  a  cent  to  give  to  it 
effect. 

80  would  he  decide  In  relation  to  this  treaty. 
If  it  were  or  could  be  proved,  that  fraudulent 
means  had  been  employed  for  its  ratification. 
But  where  is  the  evidence  of  such  fraud! 
Does  any  concealment  mark  this  transaction  ? 
The  fact  snpiiosed  to  warrant  the  insinoation 
which  has  been  mode  is  stamped  on  the  very 
fiice  of  the  treaty.   Whot  says  its  third  article? 

"  Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  thti  treaty, 
the  United  States  agree  to  pay  to  the  chleb  of  tlio 
said  nation  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen 
tlioiisand  and  six  hundred  dollars,  to  be  divided 
among  the  chlefi  and  warriors  of  the  said  nation." 

Bhall  bo  immediately  paid  to  whom?  The 
chiefs  assembled  here,  asserted  that  thoy  had 
authority  to  receive  tlie  stipulated  consideration. 
Is  that  authority  doubted  or  denied  ?  It  rests, 
as  they  truly  say,  on  the 'same  evidence  with 
tiieir  unquestioned  power  to  treat  at  all.  Their 
n^tequaU  agreement,  uxmg  themselves,  relsr 
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tive  to  the  distribution  of  a  part  of  the  coosid< 
eration,  constitutes  no  link  of  the  preeediag 
negotiation,  no  feature  oi  the  treaty  ita^  It 
is  their  separate  and  ind^tendeot  set,  fa  whid  ' 
they  are  responsible,  not  to  the  SecretsiT  itf 
War,  or  to  na,  but  to  those  Ibr  wbom  they 
were  deputed  to  treat.  Is  the  Secretary  of  Wsr 
bound — ^has  he  the  power,  to  follow  tiusa 
chiefs  to  ttieir  native  wilds,  in  order  to  execute 
Uieir  laws,  to  enforce  among  thraiselves  tbtir 
own  cnstoms,  to  control  them  in  the  final  dis- 
tribution of  the  money,  with  which  they  are 
entrusted  by  their  nation  I 

If  this  treaty  be  valid,  the  appropriaticn 
which  we  make  shonld  ccmform  to  its  pro- 
visions. If  fi^udulent  and  void,  no  appn^tia- 
tion  whatever  should  be  made. 

Hod  the  treaty  been  silent  as  to  the  part  of 
the  cinirideration  which  the  chiefr  proposed  to 
distribute,  before  their  deputnre;  bad  tiiis 
som  bem  secretiy  promised ;  had  it  been  pnh 
posed  aeeratiy  to  pay  it,  so  as  to  screen  the 
receivers  from  all  responsibility  to  the  driefi 
and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation;  there  wtnld, 
indeed,  be  some  ground  for  the  impotatica  at 
frand.  On  this  mdneet,  although  negative  proof 
cannot  be  required,  we  are  happily  Innnsbed 
with  the  highest  exculpatory  testimony.  A 
Senator  from  Missouri,  of  distinguished  abilities, 
entitled,  it  need  scarcely  be  added,  to  the  high- 
est credit — a  gentieman  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  ttie  progress  of  the  entire  negotiation,  bid 
voluntarily  communicated  to  Mr.  M. — {tan 
%}me  gentleman  exclaimed  alond,  that  Mr. 
Bentox  had  so  informed  the  Senate.]  Mr.  M. 
proceeded.  He  had  no  right^  he  aud,  to  adrat 
to  what  the  honoraUe  Senittor  had  wM  in  Us 
place,  to  the  body  of  which  he  ia  a  m«nber, 
hot  he  had  a  ririit  to  refer,  for  ptuposes  of 
public  justice,  to  his  personal  assurance  to  him- 
self, that,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
this  treaty  had  been  conducted  on  the  fairest 
and  most  honorable  principles.  It  would,  in- 
deed, furnish  matter  of  surprise,  if.  while  rumor 
hod  denied  to  the  Secretary  any  share  of  credit 
for  the  result  of  this  negotiation,  the  fraud  to 
whicli  it  seems  now  to  be  ascribed,  should  be 
imputed  to  him.  If  the  merit  of  suoccas  be 
awarded  to  other  gentlemen,  he  dundd  at  kast 
be  acquitted  of  blame. 

[The  Speaker  here  qoestkmed  whether  Mr. 
IL  was  ia  order.] 

He  was  misunderstood,  Mr.  U.  replied,  by 
the  Chair.  He  made  no  chai^  upon  any  indi- 
vidual. He  had  risen  to  acquit,  to  vindicate, 
not  to  condemn. 

[The  Speaker  soid  no  charge  had  been  made 
on  the  Secretary  of  War.] 

It  is  true,  Mr.  M.  proceeded,  and  I  do  nt* 
aver  that  such  a  charge  has  been  formally  made. 
But  the  view  which  had  been  prraented  of  this 
whole  subject,  rendered  such  nn  inference  nat- 
ural, if  not  unavoidable ;  aud  he  meant,  Mr.  M. 
said,  to  include  its  possibility. 

The  report  of  the  officer  of  Indian  afMn  ^ 
doses  the  paternal  kindneaa  of  the  Seeretair, 
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is  adniiiig  the  ehicA  who  Bigotitted  the  tre^, 
to  the  distribntioD  of  ■117  part  of  too 
eoooderatkm  to  be  paid  them,  until  ihtAr  re- 
•ton  to  the  boHMO  <h  tiidr  n^on.  The  Ian- 
go^  <it  thia  ftiendlj  and  eonsiderate  caution 
Eh  beui  tortured  into  proof  of  an  intended 
fraud,  on  the  part  of  the  chiefs ;  and  of  a  oon- 
nirimoe  at  ita  perpetration,  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  A  fraud  to  be  perpetrated 
hj  those  very  chieb  who,  it  may  be  presomed, 
lod  it  ia  said,  govern  the  oouncU  of  their  tribe 
at  borne ;  and  whidt  the  toeatr  that  Hmj  are 
to  bear  to  that  connoU  would  diaoloae  npon  its 
Tery  featorea. 

Wbaterer  may  be  the  intention  of  theee  6hiefi, 
and  Mr.  IL,  do  b«t  demonstrate  this  tnat7  to 
bafttodniniti  and  I  am  rea^  to  jnonomioe  it 
void. 

He  wtMdd  oonri^ihe  evUaof  tiiat  civil  war, 
of  winch  a  gentleman  from  GeOTgta  has  spoken, 
as  far  prefwable  to  the  open  sanction  of  on 
itrodoua  frand,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  Hme  has  often  healed  the  wounds 
inflicted  by  war  opon  the  prosperity  of  a  peo- 
ple; but  national  morality,  the  source  0  f  all 
naUonal  hs^pine^  when  once  utterly  lost,  has 
rar^,  if  ever,  been  restored.  He  had  not, 
bowever,  risen,  Ur.  M.  said,  to  disooss  the 
BMits  of  the  late  Greek  treitties,  but  to  vindi- 
cate a  friend  from  reproach ;  ud  hia  ol^ect 
Tu,  he  hoped,  aoom^ttahed. 

Hr.  Bastlrt  saia  he  eonld  not  perceive 
Utat  the  qnestiMi  now  brfore  the  House,  which 
was  OB  agroeinff  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Cwfarenoe,  mvolved  at  all  the  question  of 
the  treaty,  or  the  oharaoter  of  any  mdividuaL 
Tbe  trea^  provides,  that  a  certain  sum  of 
mcney  daaH  be  paid  to  the  chlefe  and  warriors 
of  the  Creek  nation.  The  Benate  adds,  as  an 
ameodment,  that  the  money  sh^  be  distributed 
in  tcertun  manner;  the  treaty  did  not  contra- 
dict such  an  arrai^ement — ^bat  the  House  disap- 
proved and  disagreed  to  it.  The  Senate  innsted 
oa  their  amendment — oooferees  were  appointed 
— wd  after  some  discussion,  the  maniagers  of 
tbe  eoofeiienoe  agreed  that  the  amendment  pro- 
poHd  by  the  H<H>se  will  effect  the  same  object 
u  that  eontenplated  by  tbe  amoidment  ot  the 
Boata.  It  goesL  indeed,  a  little  farther,  and 
that  uw  diviaion  of  the  monn-  ahall  be 
Bade  in  fidl  ooondl  of  the  na^on.  But  now  It 
»9i3A  that  the  ehleft  derign  to  ^qrropriata  the 
wh(^  sum  to  th^  own  use.  The  arrangement 
proposed  will  certunly  prevent  the  acoom- 
pliuDwnt  of  any  each  de»gn,  if  it  exist  I 
Would  have  consented  to  the  amendment  of  the 
beoate  as  tnffioient — ^bnt  I  think  that  reported 
br  the  conferees  holds  out  a  more  effectual 
Kcnrity — and  it  certainly  presents  no  question 
lorolviDg  the  integrity  or  reputation  of  any 
geotlemsn.  The  sesuon  draws  rapidly  to  its 
close,  and  we  have  on  our  table  some  forty  or 
^y  bills,  in  which  sondrx  individaak  have  a 
iup  interest.  Under  such  circumstances, 
whatenr  feeUnga  may  exist  In  the  minds  of 
■OBM  gentlemen  on  the  subrjeot  of  thia  trea^, 


there  oertainly  oan  be  no  need  of  expressing 
tbcni  any  ftnther  than  has  already  been  done. 

Hr.  tbOMFsoir,  of  Gteorgia,  said,  that,  how- 
ever impatient  the  House  might  be  to  take  the 
question,  he  felt  disposed  to  avail  himself  of 
that  opportunity  to  submit  a  fbw  brief  remarks 
to  the  House  on  the  suMect  then  under  discns- 
sion.  Hr.  T.  ssid,  that  the  honorable  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference  had  given  it  as 
his  opinion  tliat  the  Government,  in  carrying 
the  treaty  into  effect,  ought  to  pursue,  litendly, 
the  Btu>Dlations  of  the  treaty.  In  that  opinirai, 
Hr.  T.  entirely  agreed  with  the  honorable 
cbairman,  as  well  as  with  bis  friend  from  Geor- 
gia, (Ccdonel  Tattnall,)  but  this  coinddence  of 
mnntmif  iMtween  the  honorable  ohalrmaa  and 
himself,  lead  to  vesnltB  direeUy  opponte.  The 
chairman  of  the  comndttee  is  opposed  to  Uio 
amendment  originally  made  to  this  bill  by  the 
Senate,  hecanse  that  amendment  provided  that 
tiie  consideration  money,  to  be  paid  tmder  thia 
treaty,  sbould  be  paid  to  the  Creek  Indians, 
according  to  tbe  scale  of  dlstribnticm  of  annui- 
ties, which  provision  the  honorable  gentleman 
considers  a  departure  from,  or  a  violation  of^ 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  which  stipulates 
that  the  money  should  be  paid  to  the  chiefit 
head-men,  and  warriors  of  we  Creek  nation  of 
Indians.  How,  then,  con  that  honorable  gen- 
tleman support  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Committee  of  Conference  I  Does  not  the 
proviuona  0$  thto  amendment  equally  vit^ta 
the  stipnlatimis  of  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  V  That  article  expressly  stipula,ted,  that 
the  United  States  shall  psy  to  the  chieifs,  head- 
men,  and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation  of  In- 
dians, a  certun  anm  of  mcmey,  "  immediately 
after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty."  What  is 
the  plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  these  words  f 
May  not  these  chiefs  demand  Immediate  pay- 
ment to  be  made  to  them  here?  Have  the 
United  States  a  right  to  withhold  payment 
now,  and  so  alter  the  treaty  that  payment  shall 
be  made,  not  here,  but  in  iha  Creek  nation, 
and  at  a  future  period  ?  If  it  is  competent  for 
the  United  States  to  defer  the  p^rment  to  a 
fbtnrtt  period,  how  long  may  thciy  not  witfahdd 
itt  fftluB  is  a  trea^,  tbe  delegation  may  oer- 
trinly,  according  to  its  stlpnlatiraa,  demand  Uie 
money  immediately.  The  bonomble  chairman 
of  the  committee  infbrms  me,  sud  Hr.  T., 
"that  tlie  chiefs,  head-men,  and  warriors  of 
the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  are  not  here,  but 
in  the  Creek  nation,  and  that  payment  must, 
consequently,  he  mode  to  a  council  oit,  and  in, 
the  nation ;  inasmuch  as  the  treaty  stipulates 
payment  to  be  made  to  the  chiefs,  head-men, 
and  warriors  of  that  nation."  Hr.  T.  s^d,  if 
he  had  supposed  those  chiefs,  head-men,  and 
muriors  to  oe  here,  he  stood  corrected  by  the 
gontloman ;  but,  if  the  gentleman  conceded  to 
the  delc^ancm  uie  power  to  conclude  this  con- 
tract or  trestT,  he  surely  would  not  deaj  to 
them  the  rignt  to  receive  the  contideration 
money.  Thia  right  had  been  oonceded  to  them 
by  mt  D^artment :  fin*,  m  the  presentatioii 
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by  Ridge  and  Joe  Yann  (Cherolcees)  of 
a  list,  ei^bituig  a  scale  of  an  intoided  distri- 
bntion  ot  oae  hundred  and  fif^-nine  thoasa&d 
dcdlars,  with  a  demand  that  the  soms  desig- 
nated should  be  separately  counted,  sealed  np, 
and  paid,  in  the  Department,  to  the  individnau 
to  whom  those  sums  were  reflectively  assigned, 
the  head  <tf  the  Indian  Bareaa  replied,  that 
payment  ooold  not  be  made  there,  bat  that  he 
bad  no  doubt  that  tba  officers  m  the  bank 
Tonld,  to  ol^ge  than,  make  the  ammOTmwtt 
required.  Altbong^  Mr.  T.  sud,  he  did  not 
oottdder  this  a  valid  treaty,  yet  those  who 
(d^med  the  poBsesiDOii  (rf  competent  power,  had 
decided  that  It  was:  and,  agreeing  with  the 
honoraUe  oiwrman,  and  his  friend  from  Geor- 
gia, that  the  stipnlations  of  a  treaty  oodit  to 
be  literally  fblmled  and  complied  witiif  he 
oonld  not  support  either  of  the  amendments 
which  had  been  proposed;  becaose  each  was 
equally  a  violation  oi  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty;  but  like  the  honorable  chairman, 
he  could  vote  for  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee,  and  now  under  consideratioD, 
he  could  more  readily  and  cheerfully  vote  for 
the  Sffliate's  first  amendment,  as  better  calcu- 
lated to  secure  the  lecpUmote  ol^ects  of  the 
Inaly,  and  meet  the  ends  of  Justice.  And 
here  he  coold  not  but  express  maoh  sui^rise, 
that  gentlemen  bad  been  unable  to  find,  in  the 
circumstances  of  this  transaction,  any  evidence 
of  an  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  delemttonf 
to  commit  a  frand  upon  their  nation.  Mr.  T. 
8^  he  cherished  due  respect  for  gentlemen 
ai^  their  opinions,  but  the  evidence  of  ftaud 
was  so  clear  to  bim,  that  he  could  not  conceive 
how  it  could  be  doubted.  Where,  asked  Mr. 
T.,  in  the  history  of  the  repudiated  treaty,  can 
yon  find  the  evidence  of  fraud  so  gross  as  that 
which  is  exhibited  by  the  documents  connected 
with  the  treaty  now  under  connderationi 
Ihere  was  none.  Mr.  T.  said  he  conceded  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  the  hf^  oharaeter  ^liich 
had  been  attributed  to  hbn,  in  the  oonrae  of 
this  debate,  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
Qh,  MxRoiB,)---he  felt  no  diq>osition  to  derogate 
from  his  merit — and  he  protested  a^punst  the 
ri^ht  of  any  member  to  attribute  to  him  an  un- 
friendly msposition  towards  the  lumorable 
Secretary ;  but  he  must  state  the  facts  of  the 
transaction,  and  facts  were  stubborn  things. 
Before  the  treaty  was  ratified,  a  list  had  been 
exhibited  by  John  Ridge  and  Joe  Vann,  to  the 
head  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  showing  the  in- 
tended distribntion  of  the  money  to  be  pud 
under  the  treaty ;  and,  from  that  list,  it  appear- 
ed that  $15,000  was  to  be  paid  to  John  Bidge, 
anotiier  $15,000  to  Joe  Vann,  and  $10,000  to 
old  Migor  Ridge,  another  Chemee.  The  bead 
«f  the  Indian  Bnroau  was  ef>pri8ed  of  the  in- 
tended fraud,  and  the  only  notice  which  be 
ddgned  to  take  of  the  corrupt  intention  was,  a 
rimple  declaration  that  it  was  no  afiialr  of  Uie 
Government.  Ridge  and  Vann  had,  however, 
been  asked,  whether  the  whole  del^ation  knew 
as  well  as  th^  did,  the  mode  which  they  had 


[Mat,  ism: 

adopted  for  the  distribatton  of  the  money  t 
Ridge  frankly  answered,  ^'No;**  butthatOpoth- 
le  Yoholo  and  Cbarles  Ooranells  knew,  and  that 
was  euoofh.  This  was  repwted  by  the  head 
of  the  Indian  Bnrean  to  the  Seoretarv-  of  War, 
who  directed  that  the  del^ation  dioukl  u»pear 
in  the  Department  They  attended.  The  Seoe- 
tary  represented  to  thou  the  danger  that  mi^ 
arise  from  so  partial  a  distribution  of  their 
mon^ ;  as  their  people  nught  not  anbscribe  to 
it  They  replied,  that  th^  knew  what  they 
were  abont  "The  interpreter  was  thai  di- 
rected to  say  that  the  Secrataiy  ol  War  had  no 
desire  to  control  that  over  whidi  the  treaty 
had  given  them  tbe  power,  but,  as  the  paper 
had  beai  handed  to  bun,  he  willed  to  r^d  it, 
and  know  whether  they  agreed  to  have  the 
di^KMition  made  of  the  mcuey  whidi  wss 
th«dn  indicated.  They  answerad,  eadi,  and 
individoally,  Tes; "  repeating  that  it  was  tbdr 
own  arrangement^  and  the  ^rs  the  Secretary 
had  expreued,  in  regard  to  the  probable  effects 
of  such  a  course,  upon  tbdr  people  at  borne, 
need  not  be  indulged,  for  that  they  would  see 
that  their  peqde  ratified  the  arrangement,  u, 
in  the  event  cs  any  dlssatisfactitm,  they  hsd 
their  annuity,  and  tbis  very  mon^,  and  woald 
BO  api^  It  as  to  aatiafy  iD.  Hm  Secrataiy  re- 
plied, ^*  that  he  still  had  his  fieare^  but  conU 
only  advise.^'  Urns,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  &eti 
show,  that  the  Seoretarr  was  wdi  acqntfnted 
with  the  -intended  frond.  But  smtl^Mn  see 
no  f^d,  no  corruptim  in  aU  this.  Look  into 
these  documents.  Here  is  tannble  evidence  of 
gross  corruption.  It  was  evident  that  Bid^ 
and  Vann  had  attempted  a  trick  on  the  CredL 
Delegatim.  Mr.  T.  said,  it  was  true  that  the 
whole  delation  had  heard  the  p^>er  rekl,  yet 
they  did  not  understand  Engliui,  and  be  pre- 
sumed the  honorable  Secretary  did  not  nnck^ 
stand  the  Creek  Indian  language.  It  was, 
therefore,  no  very  diffienlt  matter  Iw  an  apt 
intennvter  to  deodve  botb  the  Secretary  and 
the  Lidians.  One  tiling  said  Ur,  T.,  is,  how- 
evw,  clear,  that  John  Ridge,  and  Joe  vano, 
and  (dd  li^or  Ridge,  all  GbenAee  Indians, 
were  to  receive  forty  thousand  dtdlars  of  the 
money  which  was,  acoording  to  the  stipulstioDS 
of  the  treaty,  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States 
to  the  chie&,  head-men,  ud  waniorB  of  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians,  in  consideratioo  of  ^ 
territory  ceded  by  the  Creek  Indians  to  tbe 
United  States.  What  entitled  these  Cherokeei 
to  this  eoormons  sum  t  They  had  no  interest 
in  the  Creek  nation.  They  were  not  entitled 
to  one  foot  of  land  in  the  Creek  connfry,  neitb^ 
were  they  cbiefa,  head-men,  or  watxiora  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians.  What  dalm,  then, 
could  they  have  to  for^  thonsand  ddlars  of 
the  m<mey  st^nlated  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  to  the  chieft,  head-men,  and  warritos 
of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians  t  Mr.  T.  said, 
it  could  not  be  concealed  that  there  was  palpa- 
ble and  gross  frand  and  corruption  in  this 
transaction.  Gentlemen  s^,  all  this  was  not 
omoealed.  They  had  heard  it  openly  ^okea 


7%e  Nmo  Cretk  Trtmtg. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONaRESS. 


265 


Kit.  18UL] 

of.  Ail  be  could  Btj  to  this  wbs,  th^  TasA  been 
mote  fortnDAte  than  he  had  been.  He  certainlj 
had  never  heard  of  these  eorrnpt  traosaotioDS, 
or  that  sndi  a  ram  as  forty  thouaand  doILara 
Tis  intended  to  he  g^veii  to  OhenAse  Indians, 
who  have  no  interest  in  the  treaty,  nntil  this 
informatiMi  wa»  drawn  frnn  the  department 
br  the  Oonunittee  of  Conference. 

Hr.  DwiOHT  insisted  that  the  amendment 
WIS  in  accordance  with  the  treaty ;  the  treaty 
uu  the  money  ithall  be  paid  to  Uie  chiefs  and 
wirriors."  "  The  chiefc  "  of  the  Creek  nation 
are  not  here — they  are  in  the  Greek  nation — 
t  delegvtion  only  is  here,  for  diplomatic  pur- 
poses, but  "Ae  chieft**are  at  nome;  if  the 
money,  then,  should  be  paid  in  the  midst  of  a 
coaodl  of  the  natiMi,  it  wonld  be  pdd  aa  the 
tRstT  stipulates. 

Ifr.  TmuHwnr  that,  if  he  haA  mppoMd 
that  ill  the  ohieft  of  the  Creek  nation  were 
pnasBt  in  the  Oity  of  Washington,  he  itood 
nntetod  by  the  gentleman  from  Uasiaeha- 
letto;  hot,  if  the  delegation  here  from  the 
0«ek  natitm  were  duly  authorized  to  make 
the  coQtriet,  then  the  diiefii,  head-men,  and 
varriors  <tf  the  Greek  nation,  were  Tirtually 
projeot ;  and,  even  if  the  money  must  be  paid 
to  the  chiefii  and  warriors,  it  would  be  no  vio- 
luion  of  the  treaty,  should  payment  be  mode 
to  their  delegation.  If  the  delegation  hod 
pover  to  enter  into,  they  had  power  to  con- 
tommsle  the  contract;  that  immediate  pay- 
DKnt  of  the  consideration  muwy  was  indis- 
peiHsUe  to  the  consnmmaUmi  of  the  contract; 
that,  as  the  treaty  stipulates  tiiat  tho  money 
iboald  be  paid  to  the  ehieft^  head-men,  and 
varriors  of  the  Greek  nation,  immediately  on 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  it  would  be  a  vio- 
htioQ  of  its  express  stipulation^  should  pay- 
ment be  withheld  until  a  flitare  period ;  for, 
if  it  can  be  witliheld  one  H  may  be  with- 
Itdd  indefinitely. 

Mr.  HomcAN  said  he  was  onxions  to  see 
this  natter  ended.  For  himself^  he  should 
pnftr  the  amendment  of  the  Smote;  bnt  he 
oelieTed  there  was  not  now  sufficient  time  to 
■tuin  it— and,  being  <^  opinion,  that  the  pres- 
et propontion  womd  be  so  carried  into  effect 
••to prevent  the  f^»nd  euiteni^atedf  be  wonld 
eouent  to  ToCe  for  it. 

Ur.  WnxuMB  now  moved  the  prerions  quee- 
tioD,  b«fc  withdrmr  the  motioii  under  an  aa- 


saraoce  that  the  debate  would  not  be  further 
protracted. 

The  question  was  dien  pnt  on  agreeing  to 
the  reoort  of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  and 
cerriea. 

Aemtntt^Mr.  Momve. 

The  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  James  Monroe^"  as  insisted  on  by  that 
body,  having  been  read,  (allowing  iutercflt, 
which,  with  the  prindpu,  amounts  to  |29,- 
000)— 

Ur.  DwiOHT  moved  that  tho  Hoose  do  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  Senators  amend- 
ment. 

On  this  question,  Ifr.  Bawtbb  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  They  were  ordered,  and  were 

— ^yeas  68,  nays  B7. 

So  the  motion  prerailed,  and  the  House 
agreed  to  recede  from  its  disagreement,  (the 
effect  of  which  is  to  pass  the  bill  aa  amended.) 

And  the  House  adjourned,  (at  half-past  four 
o'clock,  A.  IL) 


Monday,  Hay  23. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Toklinson,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
to  iafonn  them  that  this  House,  luving  completed 
tlie  business  before  them,  are  ready  to  close  the 
present  sesHion  by  an  s^j'^'"™™^  '^i*  their  part ; 
and  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the  said  measage. 

Ur.  Wmanr  dftred  the  following : 
Rtaeihei^  That  a  committee  be  appcHnted,  on  the 
part  of  tUs  House,  to  join  soeh  eonunlttee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  tho  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  tlie  United  BUtcs,  and  to  notify 
him  that,  cnleaa  he  may  have  other  cocnmumcatiooa 
to  moke  to  the  two  Houses  of  Coogreas,  they  are 
ready  to  a^ouni. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and 
Ur.  UascBB  and  Ur.  Tohunson  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee' on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Ur.  Ukbche,  from  the  above-named  commit- 
tee, reported  that  they  had  waited  on  the  Pres- 
ident, and  informed  him  that  the  two  Houses 
were  ready  to  a^jo^i  *^  ^'^  informed 
them  that  he  had  no  ftiither  ounmnnication  to 
make  to  ^Uier  House. 

Thai,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAasnrr,  the  House 
a^Jonmed,  to  meet  on  the  fint  Ibnday  in  De- 
oember  next. 
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imfETEENTH  CONGEESS.-SECOND  SESSION. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE, 


KoNDAT,  December  4, 1826. 

The  Hon.  John  0.  Oi.LnonN,  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  took  the  chair  at  12 
o'clock,  and  the  roll  being  called  over  by  tlic 
Secretary,  (W altsb  Lowbie,  Esq.,)  it  appeared 
that  thirty-eight  members  were  present. 

The  usual  message  was  communicated  to  the 
House  of  Renresentatives,  of  being  formed,  &c., 
and  the  usual  standing  orders  agned  to. 

Mmanto  (Atf  Jkad. 
Kr.  Glattox  rose,  and  addressed  tbe  Senate 
OS  follows : 

In  consequence  of  tlie  lamented  death  of  my 
late  colleague,  Mr.  Van  Dtkk,  during  the  last 
session  of  the  Senate,  but  at  a  neriod  so  late 
that  intelligence  of  the  event  aid  not  arrive 
here  before  the  termination  of  the  session,  I 
now  take  occasion  to  propose  the  usual  resolu- 
tions testifying  the  respect  of  the  Senate  for 
the  memoir  of  the  deceased,  and  their  r^et 
for  his  death.  His  amiable  temper  and  gentle- 
manly deportment — ^his  talents  and  high  stand- 
ing in  this  body,  were  too  well  known  to  all 
the  members  to  need  any  6til(^fNHn  me.  As 
he  was  known  to  them  ul,  so  must  hb  memoiy 
be  reflected  and  his  death  lamented;  and, 
therefore,  I  pn^Mse  the  fidlowing  rescdntion  : 

Jhtolmi,  TItat  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from 
a  desire  of  showing  erery  mark  of  reHpect  due  to 
the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Nicholas  Yam  Dtkk,  de- 
ceased, late  a  Senator  fVom  the  State  of  Delaware, 
will  go  Into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the 
naaalmode  of  weiring  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  nm.  eon. 
Mr.  DicKERSoiT  then  rose,  end  said, 
Ur.  President:  The  melancholy  dnty  de- 
toItcs  upon  me,  of  announcing  to  the  Senate 
the  deatn  of  my  late  colleague,  the  Hon.  Jo- 
BBpn  McIltaixb.  Mr.  MolLTAiifB  was  selected, 
1^  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  to  represent 
the  State  in  this  body,  from  a  knowledge  of  his 
leandng,  talents,  and  mtmpty.  Unfortunately, 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  being  associated 
with  UB^  he  was  the  victim  of  a  painfiil  disease, 


which  terminotod  only  with  his  Ufe.  Kot- 
withstonding,  he  assiduously  performed  all  the 
duties  of  his  station,  so  &r  as  the  debilitaud 
state  at  his  health  would  permit ;  and,  io  sll 
his  intercourse  with  the  Seiutte^  his  deprntmeot 
was  of  a  character  so  courteous  and  conrilist- 
ing,  that  he  gained  the  esteem  of  all  his  ssori- 
ates.  As  a  mark  of  the  respect  which  the  Sen- 
ate entcrt^ns  for  his  cliaracter  and  memory,  I 
b^  leave  to  submit  the  foUowing  resolatioa : 

Rfotvtd,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  fioa 
a  desire  of  showing  ercry  mark  of  respect  due  to 
the  memory  of  the  Eononble  JosErn  HclLTAm, 
deceased,  late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Kew  Jer- 
sey, will  go  into  mourning  for  bim  one  monlh,  bt 
the  usual  mode  of  wearing  empo  round  the  left  ana. 

The  resoluUon  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 


TmnDAT,  December  6. 
Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Joint  Committee  q>- 

Sointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
tatea,  and  "  inform  him  that  quorums  of  the 
two  Houses  have  assembled,  and  that  Cougresi 
are  ready  to  receive  any  communication  hemsy 
be  pleased  to  make,"  reported,  that  the  cwnnit- 
tee  hod  performed  the  duties  of  their  anpmnt- 
ment,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  Ststcs 
answered  that  he  would  make  a  eommnoica- 
tion,  in  writing,  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, this  d^,  at  twelve  o'doek. 

So<»i  after  whicli,  the  private  Seeretaiy  of 
the  President,  (Mr.  J.  Anaiie,)  came  in  and  de- 
livered the  Message, 

7^  the  Btnt^  md  Batm  <^  R^pntmttitiftt  aftit 

The  assembUige  of  the  represeotatives  ct  oar 

Union  tn  both  Houses  of  Consress  at  tUs  time,  oc- 
cara  under  circumstances  calling  for  the  renewed 
homage  of  our  grateful  acknowlcd^menti  to  tbo 
Girer  of  all  good.  With  the  exceptions  incidcnt&l 
to  the  most  felicitoos  condition  of  human  existeoce, 
we  continue  to  be  highly  favored  in  all  the  elenmU 
which  contribute  to  InoMdnal  comfort  and  tent- 
tional  prosperity.  In  the  surrey  of  our  extend 
country,  we  are  geoetally  to  observe  abodes  «( 
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betUh  ind  regions  of  fiAenty.  In  oar  civil  nnd 
poGtkal  tehtioiu,  ve  hava  pence  iriUiout,  ind  tnn< 
qnStj  within  our  borders.  We  are,  as  a  people, 
increadttg  vith  unabated  njiSitj  in  population, 
veahh,  and  national  resonrcei;  and,  whatercr  dif- 
ImDces  of  opinion  exist  amoo^  vs  with  regard  to 
ibe  mode  and  the  means  b,T  which  we  shall  turn  the 
beneficence  of  Hearen  to  the  IntproTcment  of  our 
ovD  condition,  there  is  jet  a  Bpirit  animadng  us 
■U,  wiiich  will  not  Eatter  the  bounties  of  Providence 
to  lie  showered  upon  lis  In  run,  but  will  receive 
tlwDi  with  grateful  bearta,  and  apply  them  with 
uweaiied  hands  to  the  advancement  of  the  general 
good. 

or  the  Bobjeets  recommended  to  the  eonddera- 
tioD  of  Congress  at  tlieir  last  session,  sonic  were 
tbca  definitely  acted  upon.  Otbcra  left  unfiidfhed, 
bat  portly  matnred,  will  vecvr  to  yonr  attention, 
litboDt  needing  a  renewd  of  notice  from  ue.  The 
porpMe  1^  thb  communication  will  be  to  present 
to  TOW  view  the  general  aspect  of  onr  public  a,fiiiirs 
at  this  moment,  and  the  measures  which  have  been 
taken  lo  carry  into  effect  the  intentions  of  the  legis- 
Utare  as  rigidfied  by  the  laws  then  and  heretofore 
meted. 

Id  onr  intercourse  with  the  other  nations  of  the 
arth,  we  have  itfll  the  lia|q)ineas  of  enjoying  peace 
nd  a  general  good  onderslanding ;  qnalifled,  how* 
*Ttr,  m  several  important  Instances,  by  colUMons 
tf  inlrrcst,  and  by  unsatisfied  cbims  of  Jnsticc,  to 
UK  Kttlement  of  which  the  constftutlonal  interpo- 
Fiiion  of  the  legislative  aathority  may  become 
vbimaKly  indispensable. 

fir  the  decease  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  of 
which  occurred  contcraponineoitdy  with  the 
«)miDCDc«;ment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the 
Tmiti  States  have  been  deprived  of  a  long>tried, 
findj,  and  ^tfaful  friend.  Bom  to  the  inheritance 
«f  tbrohite  power,  and  trained  In  the  school  of  Bd- 
wraiy,  from  which  no  power  on  earth,  however 
dwdnte,  ia  exempt,  that  monarch,  from  his  yooth 
ltd  been  taught  to  fcel  the  force  and  value  of 
pibGc  opinion,  and  to  be  sennble  that  the  interests 
«f  lui  own  govemnient  would  be  best  promoted  by 
kfnnk  and  friendly  intercourse  with  this  republic, 
u  ibose  of  his  people  would  be  advanced  by  a  lib- 
mi  rommerdal  intercourse  with  our  country.  A 
tiadid  and  confidential  interchange  of  sentiments 
bttveea  him  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
fottt,  npon  the  affidn  of  Sonth  America,  took 
at  a  period  not  long  preceding  his  demise, 
■■dcontribatcd  to  fix  that  course  of  policy  which 
Uttothe  other  Governments  of  Europe  no  alter- 
■uire  bat  that  of  sooner  or  later  recognizing  the  in- 
dtpeodence  of  our  eonthem  neighbors,  of  which 
tiw  mmple  had  by  the  United  SUtea  already  been 
■L  The  ordnary  diDhHoattc  commnnlcattona  be- 
|fKn  bb  anccessor,  the  Emperor  Nicholas,  and  the 
Toitcd  Statca,  have  Buffered  some  intermption  by 
the  OInesa,  departure,  and  subsequent  decease  of 
b  minister  residing  here,  who  enjoyed,  as  he 
Wriicd,  the  entire  confidence  of  his  new  sovereign, 
u  Ik  tuul  eminently  responded  to  that  of  his  pre- 
^Niwor.  But  we  have  had  the  most  satisfactory 
unirances  that  the  sentiments  of  the  reigning  em- 
peror toward  the  United  States  are  altogether  con- 
Hnntble  to  those  which  had  so  long  and  constantly 
^'"'nsted  his  impetU  brother;  and  we  have  reason 
to  hope  that  they  wiU  serve  to  cement  that  harmony 
**d  nod  understanding  between  the  two  nations 
*«a,foaided  htcoD^alal  Intern^ oaimot  bnt 
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result  In  the  adranoement  of  the  welfiire  and  pros- 
perlty  of  both. 

Our  relations  of  commerce  and  navigation  with 
France  are,  by  the  operaUon  of  the  eonvention  of 
S4tb  June,  1822,  with  that  nation,  fai  a  iUte  of 
gradual  and  jHvgresslve  Improvement.  Convinced 
by  all  our  experience,  no  less  than  by  the  principles 
of  fair  and  liberal  reciprocity  which  the  United 
States  have  constantly  tendered  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  as  the  rule  of  commercial  Intercourse 
which  they  wonld  universally  prefisr,  that  fUr  and 
equal  competition  is  most  eondndve  to  the  interests 
of  both  parties,  the  United  States,  in  the  negotia- 
tion of  tiiat  convention,  earnestly  contended  for  a 
mutual  renunciation  of  discriminating  duties  and 
charges  in  the  ports  of  the  two  countfies.  Unable 
(o  obtain  the  immeiSate  recogidtion  of  this  princi- 
ple in  Its  ftiD  extent,  after  reducing  the  duties  of 
ditcrlmination  so  br  wai  found  attainable,  it  was 
agreed  that,  at  the  expiration  of  two  years  fVon 
the  first  of  October,  1822,  when  the  convention 
was  to  go  into  effect,  unless  a  notice  of  six  months 
on  either  dde  ^oald  be  given  to  the  other,  that 
the  convention  itself  must  terminate,  those  duties 
should  be  reduced  by  one-fourth,  and  tliat  this  re- 
duction should  be  yearly  repeated  until  all  discriml* 
nati<m  ihotild  cease  while  the  convention  itself  should 
continne  in  force.  By  the  efl^  of  this  etiTKdatlon, 
three-fourths  of  the  discriminating  duties  which  hod 
been  levied  by  each  party,  upon  the  Tcssels  of  the 
other  in  its  ports,  have  already  been  removed ;  and 
on  the  first  of  next  October,  uiould  the  convention 
be  still  in  force,  the  remdidng  fourth  will  be  dis- 
continued. Ftranch  Teasels,  laden  with  French  pro- 
duce, win  be  received  in  onr  ports  on  the  same 
terms  as  our  own ;  and  ours,  In  return,  will  enjoy 
the  some  advantages  In  the  ports  of  France. 

By  these  approximations  to  an  equality  of  duties 
and  of  cliorgcs,  not  only  has  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries  prospered,  but  friendly  dispo- 
sltidns  have  been  on  both  udes  eneonn^ed  and 
promoted.  They  will  continue  to  be  clieTished  and 
cultivated  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  It 
would  have  been  gratifying  to  have  bad  It  fn  my 
power  to  add,  that  the  claims  upon  the  justice  of 
the  French  Qovemment,  involving  the  property 
and  the  comfortable  subsistence  of  many  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  and  which  have  been  so  long  and 
BO  earnestly  urged,  were  in  a  more  promiung  train 
of  adjustment  uan  atyoorlasl  matfing;  but  their 
condition  remains  unaltered. 

With  the  Goverwnent  of  tiie  Ifetheriands,  the 
mutual  abandonment  of  discriminating  duties  bad 
been  regnlated  by  the  legislative  acts  on  both  ddca. 
The  act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818, 
abolished  all  discriminating  duties  of  Impost  and 
tonnage,  npon  tin  Teasels  and  prodnoe  of  the  Neth* 
eriands  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  npon 
the  assurance  given  by  the  Government  of  the  Neth- 
erlands, that  Boch  duties  operating  against  the 
shipping  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  that 
kingdom  had  been  aboli^od.  These  reciprocal 
regulations  had  continued  In  foree  several  years, 
when  the  discriminating  prindfde  was  resumed  by 
the  Netherlands  in  a  new  and  Indireot  form,  hjM 
bounty  of  ten  per  cent.,  In  the  shape  of  a  return  of 
dntEes  to  their  national  vessels,  and  in  which  those 
of  the  United  Sutes  are  not  permitted  to  partici- 
pate. By  the  act  of  Congress  oif  the  7th  of  January, 
1824,  all  discriminating  dotlea  in  the  United  States 
irere  again  raspended,  so  ftr  ai  nhted  to  the  tc*>' 
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Bels  and  produce  of  the  Xetberlands,  bo  long  aa  the 
reciprocal  exemption  ihould  be  extended  to  the 
veieels  and  produce  of  tha  United  Btatee  In  the  Neth- 
erlands. But  the  same  act  provides  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  restoraUon  of  disOTimlnaUng  duties  to 
operate  against  the  sbipiung  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  anj  of  the  foreign  coontries  re- 
ferred to  therein,  the  aaspensioD  of  discriminating 
dntiM  in  favor  of  navintion  of  meli  ftweign 
country  should  oeaae,  and  aff  the  proviriont  of  too 
acts  imposing  diacrii^nating  foreign  tonnage  and 
import  duties  in  the  United  States  should  revive 
and  be  in  full  force  with  regard  to  that  nation. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  Government  of 
the  Netherlands  upon  this  subject,  they  have  con- 
tended that  the  favor  shown  to  their  own  shipping 
by  this  bounty  upon  their  tonnage  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  a  dlsctiminatory  duty.  But  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  it  produces  all  the  same  effecls. 
Had  the  mutual  abolition  been  stipulated  by  treaty, 
such  a  bounty  upon  the  national  vessels  could 
scarcely  have  been  granted  conustently  with  good 
iaith.  Yet,  as  the  act  of  Congress-of  7th  January, 
1824,  has  not  expressly  authorised  the  executive 
authority  to  determine  what  shall  be  considered  aa 
s  revinl  of  discriminating  duties  by  a  foreign  Qov> 
emment  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States, 
and  as  the  retaliatory  measure  on  our  part,  however 
ju«t  and  necessary,  may  tend  rather  to  that  conflict 
of  legislation  which  we  deprecate,  than  to  that  con- 
cert to  which  we  invite  all  commercial  nations  as 
most  condudve  to  their  interest  and  oar  own,  I  have 
thought  it  more  consisteot  irith  the  q^rit  of  our  in- 
stitutions to  refer  the  snl^eet  again  to  the  para- 
mount anthority  of  the  kf^slature  to  decide  what 
measure  the  emergency  may  require,  than  abruptly 
by  proclamatiQa  to  carry  into  e&ot  the  minatory 
provision  of  the  act  of  1824. 

During  the  Ust  session  of  Congress,  treaties  of 
imlty,  navigation,  and  commerce,  were  negotiated 
and  signed  at  this  place  with  the  Govenuneut  of 
Denmsrlc  in  Europe,  and  with  the  federation  of  Cen- 
tral America  in  this  hemisidiere.  These  treaties 
then  received  the  constitutional  sanction  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  the  advice  and  consent  to  their  ratification. 
They  were  accordingly  ratified  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
have  also  been  ratified  by  the  other  respective  ood- 
trocting  parties.  The  ratifieatioBS  hava  been  ex< 
changed,  and  tiiey  have  been  published  by  procla- 
ma^ons,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  communicated 
to  Congress.  These  treaties  have  established  be- 
tween the  contracUng  parties  the  principles  of 
equality  and  reciprocity  ia  their  broadest  and  most 
Uberal  extent.  Each  party  admitthig  the  Teasels  of 
flw  otiier  into  its  ports,  laden  with  cargoes  the  pro- 
duce or  manufacture  of  any  quarter  of  the  globe, 
upon  the  payment  of  the  same  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost  that  are  chargeable  upon  their  own. 
They  have  farther  stipulated,  that  the  parties  shall 
hernfter  grant  no  favor  of  navigation  or  commerce 
to  any  other  nation,  which  shall  not,  upon  the  same 
temii,  t>e  granted  to  each  other ;  and  that  neither 
party  witt  impose  nptm  arUdea  of  merdian^se,  the 
trodnce  or  maaoftotnre  of  other,  any  other  or 
higher  daties  than  upon  the  lilce  arU(4cs,  being  the 
produce  or  mannfceture  of  any  oilier  country.  To 
these  pHndplea  there  is,  in  the  convention  with  Dcn> 
mark,  an  exception  with  regard  to  the  colonies  of 
that  kingdom  iu  the  Arctic  seas,  but  none  with  re- 
gard to  her  ooIodIm  fat  tlw  Weit  Indiai* 
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In  the  course  of  the-  last  summer,  the  tem  to 
which  our  lost  eomviereial  trea^  with  8weda  m 
limited  has  expired.  A  continDadon  of  itaialkt 
contemplaUon  of  the  Swedish  Govemment,  ind  it 
believed  to  be  deairoble  on  the  part  of  the  tatti 
States.  It  has  been  proposed  by  the  King  (tfSvnlfi 
that,  pending  the  negotiation  <^  renewal,  the  eipnd 
treaty  should  be  matnaUy  consideied  si  «Q  a 
force  i  a  measure  which  wffl  require  the  aaaefittrf 
Congress  to  be  carried  Into  effect  on  our  part,  ud 
which  I  therefine  rcc<unmeiid  to  your  conddcntioa. 

With  Prusria,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  io  nocnl  d 
the  European  powers,  between  whom  ondlw  Coiled 
States  relations  of  friendly  intercourse  have  tvnd, 
their  condition  has  not  materially  varied  son  iht 
last  session  of  Congress.   I  regret  not  to  be  tl^  to 
say  the  same  of  ourcommerci^  hiteiconrsevitlttk 
colonial  possesrions  of  Great  Britun  In  Anwrio. 
Negotiations  d(  the  highest  inqiortsnee  to  ov  e» 
moD  interests  have  been  for  several  yean  in 
sion  between  the  two  Governments,  and  on  the  put 
of  the  United  States  luve  been  invarioUT  pamxd  lit 
the  sjurit  of  candor  and  conciliation.  Interoti  of 
great  magnitude  and  delicacy  had  been  ot^o^b; 
the  conventions  of  181S  and  1818, wUle  tlitta 
1 823,  mediated  by  the  kte  Emperor  AlenmW,  M 
promised  a  satisfactory  compromiBe  of  dahni  wUck 
the  Govemment  of  the  United  States,  in  justice  M 
the  rights  of  a  numerous  class  of  their  citiznt,  ni 
bound  to  sustain.   But  with  regard  to  the  coona- 
clal  intercourse  between  the  United  States  udtbt 
British  colonies  in  America,  it  has  bees  Utbnt* 
found  i^lpracticab]etobringtheparUeBtoanUlde^ 
standing  satisfactory  to  both.   The  relotin  ^ 
graphical  position,  and  the  respective  prodneo 
nature,  cultivated  by  human  industry,  bad  eociti- 
tated  the  elements  ot  a  commercial  intercoime  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  British  America,  ininUr 
and  continental,  important  to  the  iohabituts  of 
both  countries.    But  it  had  been  interdicted  br 
Great  BribUn,  upon  a  principle  beretcrfhre  pnetiied 
upcm  by  the  eolonixiog  nations  of  Earope,  of  IkM- 
ing  the  trade  of  their  colonies,  each  in  eidnan 
monopoly  to  herself.   Aiter  tlw  termioatioB  of  tbe 
late  war,  this  interdiction  had  been  rerived,  ood  At  , 
British  Government  declined  including  this  porlioa 
of  our  Intercourse  with  her  possearioos  in  the  oego-  | 
tiatton  of  the  eonventioa  of  ISlfi.  Ihetnde«>i 
then  carried  on  exchtdTclyln  IMddiTeMdi,tinA« 
act  of  Congress  concerning  navigation,  of  18IS.  lai 
the  supplemental  act  of  1820,  met  the  hter^  bj 
a  corresponding  measure  on  the  part  of  the  Cnited 
States.    These  measures,  not  of  retaliatioD,  bat  of 
necessary  self-defence,  were  soon  succeeded  b;  la 
act  of  pariiament,  (»»eniog  certain  colonial  porti  to 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  coming  direc^ 
from  them,  and  to  the  importation  from  then  of 
certain  articles  of  oar  produce,  burdened  with  beatv 
duties,  and  exclu^ng  some  of  the  most  TslDsUe 
articles  of  our  exporU.   The  United  States  opcnM 
their  ports  to  British  vessels  from  the  colooiee  vpco 
terms  as  exactly  cM)rre8pondiQg  with  those  of  the  att 
of  parliament,  as  in  the  relative  pontion  of  the  fti- 
ties  could  be  made.  And  a  nwotiatlon  was  com- 
menced by  mutaal  consent,  with  the  hme  on  oar 
part  that  a  reciprocal  sjarit  of  aocommooalioo  ara 
a  common  sentiment  of  the  importance  of  the  trade 
to  the  interests  of  the  inhobitanu  of  the  tvo  cou^ 
tries,  between  whom  it  must  be  carried  on, 
ultimately  bring  the  parties  to  a  eompKWUN,  with 
vhkhbothid|httieiatiiaed.  With  this  ricv.thi  , 
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Gofeiuwotor  the  United  StatM  had  deteimioed  to 
nmin  BoawcUnK  of  that  enlin  ndprocity  which 
IB  alleoiiiiiwicial  uiugemanta  with  fonign  powen 
ibe;  are  cntided  to  denund,  and  to  acqoiwoe  in 
lome  ineqoalitiM  dindrantageooB  to  ouraelrcB, 
ruber  than  to  for^o  tho  benefit  of  a  final  and  per- 
DueDt  a^iutmeot  of  thia  interest,  to  the  satia&c* 
lua  of  Great  Britain  herself.  The  negotiation, 
repraiedl;  Rospended  by  accidental  drcumstances, 
wu,  bovcTer,  bj  mutual  agreement  and  express 
mmu,  eoiuidered  aa  pending,  and  to  be  speedily 
nsaowd.  In  the  mean  time,  another  act  of  pariia- 
■tDt,io  doubtful  and  ambiguous  in  its  import  aa  to 
bt*e  been  mimnderf  toed  by  the  officen  in  the  coIo- 
Bin  who  ven  to  carry  it  into  execution,  c^na  again 
etrtaii  celoaial  porta,  upon  new  conditions  and 
tcnm,  with  a  tluwt  to  cmh  them  against  any  na> 
tioa  khiA  mi^  not  aooept  those  IwoM,  OS  presmbed 
bftiMBritiAQowmDent.  11tHaet,pMsedinJuIy, 
1829,  Bot  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the 
raiuii  States,  not  understood  by  the  British  officers 
«f  cbe  cutcHDS  in  the  eoloniea  where  it  was  to  be 
tafomd,  was  neTertbekaa  aobmUted  to  the  connd- 
ntkm  of  Coogresa  at  th«r  last  eeosion.  With  the 
bcmledBe  that  a  negoUation  npon  the  mtfjeet  bad 
bog  been  in  progreas,  and  pledges  g^ren  «  its  n- 
Mn^kn  at  an  eoriy  day,  it  was  deemed  expedient 
u  a«ait  the  result  of  that  negotiaaon,  rather  than 
to  rabscribe  imiriidtly  to  terms,  the  Import  of  which 
«is  not  dear,  and  which  the  Briti^  authorities 
tknielru  in  this  bemispbera  were  not  prepared  to 

Une&tdy  after  the  dose  of  the  last  seidon  of 

CoDgKM,  one  of  our  most  distingniahed  citizens  was 
dt^ilcbed  as  Envoy  Extraordinary  and. Minister 
IVnipolratiary  to  Great  Britain,  furnished  with  in* 
nrtctiou  which  we  coold  not  doubt  would  lead  to 
imtdBiion  of  this  long-controverted  interest,  upon 
Knniceqilable  to  Great  Britun.  Upon  his  arriTal, 
ud  before  he  had  ddivered  hia  letters  of  credeooe, 
^wnet  by  aa  order  <tf  the  British  council,  ex- 
(Ming,  Ihni  and  after  the  first  of  December  now 
nnent,  tbe  Tcsseb  of  the  United  States  from  all  the 
«loiu>l  Britiih  ports,  excepting  those  immetUately 
^W'deiaig  upon  otir  territ<»ies.  In  answer  to  his 
(^■■Awoos  iqMm  a  measnre  thus  noexpectod,  ho 
slafcrmd  tiiot,  according  to  the  ancient  Buudma 
"P«Gej  of  Bnn^eau  nations  ha^  odonie^  their 
inAeiiinexdaBre  possession  <rf  the  mother-cowt- 
tn.  That  aU  participation  in  it  by  other  nations  is 
■bHBorbTornot  Ibrmiitt  a  subject  of  negotiation, 
mio  be  legnlatad  by  £e  legislative  acts  of  the 
fover  Dwniog  the  colony.  That  the  British  Govern. 
*tnt,  therefore,  declines  negotiating  concerning  it, 
»d  that  as  the  United  SUtes  did  not  forthwith 
•e^pt.  purely  and  aimply,  tiie  terms  oRered  by  the 
wofpsriiameot  of  July,  1823,  Great  Britain  would 
IM  adut  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  even  upon 
tH  tetiu  on  whieh  she  had  opened  them  to  the 
■neuion  of  other  nations, 
^e  have  been  accustomed  to  eonuder  the  trade 
^  *e  have  enjoyed  with  the  British  colonies 
Biber  USB  interchange  of  mutual  benefits  than  as  a 
&Tor  recdved ;  that  under  every  drcanatanee 
nbiTc^ven  an  ampte  equivalent.  We  have  seen 
«T«r]r  other  nation  hirfffinc  edoniea  negotiate  with 
<wr  nations,  and  grant  dbem  freely  admission  to 
u<  urionies  by  treaty;  and,  so  far  are  the  other 
cohuhiBg  nations  of  Europe  now  from  refusing  to 
■«p*rte  for  trade  with  their  eoloni(«,  that  we  oor> 
MvcshavasMBad  aooeMto  the  oobuiai  of  mon 


than  one  of  them  by  treaty.  The  refusal,  however, 
of  Great  Britain  to  ncgoWe,  leaves  to  the  United 
States  no  other  altemativo  tnu  that  of  regulating, 
or  Interdicting  altogether  the  trade  on  their  part, 
according  as  either  measure  may  sifect  the  interests 
of  our  own  country  {  and  with  that  exclusive  object, 
I  would  recommend  the  whtde  sul^eet  to  your  oabn 
and  candid  deliberations. 

Itis  hoped  tliat  our  unavdUngexwUons  to  aecom- 
plish  a  good  nndentandlng  cm  this  interest  will  not 
have  an  onproi»t!oufl  efiect  upon  the  other  great 
toi^  of  diwuBsion  between  the  two  Governments. 
Our  northeastern  and  northweatem  boundaries  ar« 
still  uoa^usted.  The  commissioners  under  the  7th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  have  nearly  come  to 
the  cloae  of  their  ubors ;  nor  can  we  renounce  the 
expectaUoo,  enfeebled  as  It  is,  that  they  may  agreo 
upon  their  report  to  the  satisCaction  or  acquiescence 
of  both  partiea.  The  commission  for  liquldaUng  tho 
chums  for  indemnity  for  slaves  carried  away  after 
the  close  of  the  war  has  been  ntting,  with  doubtful 
prospects  of  suooees.  Propositions  of  compromise 
have,  however,  passed  between  the  two  Govern* 
menta,  the  result  of  which  we  fiatter  ourselves  may 
yet  prove  aatiafiutory.  Our  own  dlqioaiUonB  ai^ 
purposes  toward  Gnat  Britain  are  all  fHmdly 
and  conciliatOTy :  nor  can  we  abandon,  but  with 
strong  reluctance,  the  bdief  that  they  will  ultimate* 
ly  meet  a  return,  not  of  &vors,  which  we  neither 
ask  nor  derir^  but  of  eqnal  redprodty  and  good 
wilL 

With  the  Ameriean  Govenuuwita  of  this  hemi- 
sphere we  continue  to  naint^n  an  Interconne  alto- 
gether friendly,  and  between  thdr  nations  and  oora 
that  oommereul  interchange  of  which  mutual  benefit 
is  the  source,  and  mutual  comfort  and  harmony  the 
result,  is  in  a  continual  state  of  improvement  The 
war  between  Spain  and  them,  since  the  total  expul- 
rion  of  the  Spanish  military  force  from  their  oonti- 
neotai  territories,  baa  been  little  more  than  nominal; 
and  their  Internal  tranquillity,  though  occasionally 
menaced  by  the  agitations  which  civil  wars  never 
foil  to  leave  behind  them,  has  not  been  affected  by 
any  serious  calamity. 

The  Congress  of  ministers  from  several  of  tboae 
nations  which  assembled  at  Panama,  after  a  short 
session  there,  a4)oumed  to  meet  aguii,  at  a  more 
fitvorable  season,  in  the  neidiborhood  <rf  Mexico. 
The  decease  of  ou  of  our  minlaten  on  his  way  to 
the  isthmus,  and  the  impedinwnts  of  the  season, 
irtiich  delayed  the  departure  of  the  other,  deprived 
us  of  the  advantage  of  being  represented  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Congress.  There  is,  however, 
no  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  the  transactions  of 
the  Congress  were  of  a  nature  to  afiect  injurioudy 
the  interests  of  the  United  States,  or  to  require  tw 
interposition  of  our  ministers  had  tbef  been  present. 
There  absence  has,  indeed,  deprived  us  of  the  oppop* 
tunity  of  possessing  precise  and  authentic  informa- 
tion of  the  treaties  which  were  concluded  at  Paaama ; 
and  the  whole  result  has  confirmed  me  in  the  con- 
viction of  the  expediency  to  the  United  States  of 
being  represented  at  the  Congress.  The  surviving 
member  of  tho  misuon,  app<^ted  dnriu  your  last 
sesrion,  Iws  accordingly  proceeded  to  his  destina- 
tion, and  a  successor  to  his  distinguished  and  la- 
mented associate  will  be  nominated  to  the  Senate. 
A-treaty  of  amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  has, 
in  the  course  of  last  summer,  been  concluded  ^y  our 
Minister  Fknipoleotiary  at  Mexico,  with  the  United 
8U«M  and  that  coidiBderaejr,  which  will  alio  bo  Ud 
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before  the  Senate  for  their  advice  with  regard  to 
its  Tatiflcatioo. 

In  ftdTertlng  to  the  ptmnt  oon^tiou  of  onr  fiscal 
conccnu,  and  to  the  prospects  of  our  rereniie,  the 
first  remark  that  calls  oar  attention  is,  that  theyare 
less  exut>enuitlj  prosperous  than  ihcj  were  at  the 
correBponding  period  of  the  last  jear.  The  Bercre 
shook  so  extensiTely  sustained  bj  the  commercial 
and  murafkotnring  interests  In  Great  ^tain  has 
not  been  without  a  perceptible  recoU  npoD  oarselvea. 
A  reduced  importatioa  from  abroad  is  necessarily 
succeeded  hj  a  reduced  return  to  the  treasury  at 
home.  The  net  reTenne  of  the  present  year  will 
not  equal  that  of  the  lost.  And  the  receipts  of  that 
which  is  to  come  will  fall  short  of  those  in  the  cur- 
rent year.  The  diminution,  bowerer,  Is  in  part 
attributable  to  the  flourishing  condition  of  some  of 
onr  domestie  mannfiuitures,  and  so  far  is  compensa- 
ted by  an  equivalent  more  profitable  to  the  nation. 
It  is  also  highly  gratifying  to  perceive,  that  the 
defidency  In  the  revenue,  while  It  scarcely  exceeds 
the  antinpations  of  the  last  year's  estimates  from 
the  treasury,  has  not  ioterrapted  the  appUcaUon  of 
more  than  eleven  mUlions  during  the  present  year, 
to  the  disdhai^  of  die  principal  and  interest  of  the 
debt,  Dor  the  redaction  of  npward  of  seven  millions 
of  the  capital  debt  itself.  The  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury on  the  1st  of  January  last,  was  fire  milUons 
two  hundred  and  one  thousand  rix  hundred  and 
fii^y  dollars,  forty-tbree  cents.  The  receipts  from 
that  time  to  the  SOth  September  last,  were  nineteen 
milHona  fire  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  tliirty>two  dcrilan,  fifty  cents.  The 
receipts  of  the  oorrent  qiiarter,  Mtlmated  at  six 
millions  of  dollan,  yield,  with  the  sums  already  re- 
ceived, a  revenue  of  about  twenty-five  miUions 
and  a  half  for  the  year.  The  expenditures  for  the 
first  three-qnartera  of  the  year  nave  amounted  to 
dgbtecB  milliona  seven  hnndred  and  fourteen  thou- 
auid  two  hundred  and  twenty<dx  doQars,  rixty-six 
cents.  The  expenditures  of  the  current  quarter  are 
expected,  including  the  two  millions  of  the  principal 
debt  to  be  paid,  to  balance  the  receipts.  So  that  the 
expenses  of  the  year,  amounUng  to  upward  of  a  mil- 
lion less  than  its  Income,  win  leave  a  proportionally 
increased  balance  In  the  treasury  on  the  first  of 
January,  1827,over  thatof  the  first  of  January  last. 
Instead  of  five  mlUtoiia  two  hnndred  thousand  dol- 
lan, there  will  be  dx  mllHont  fbvr  Hundred  tbon- 
Band  doOars, 

The  amount  of  duties  secured  on  merchandise 
Imported  from  the  commencement  of  the  year  un- 
til the  SOth  of  September,  Is  estimated  at  twenty- 
one  mUlions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  di^- 
lars,  and  the  amount  Uiat  will  probably  aocroe  dut^ 
ing  the  present  quarter,  Is  estimated  at  four  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  mak- 
ing for  the  whole  year  twenty -five  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  from  which  the  draw- 
backs being  deducted,  will  leave  a  clear  revcnoe 
from  the  customs,  receivable  in  the  year  1S27,  of 
about  twenty  mUlions  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which,  with  the  sums  to  be  received  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  the  bank  dividends, 
and  other  incidental  receipts,  will  form  an  tkggre- 
gate  of  about  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars,  a 
•urn  fallinf^  short  of  the  whole  expenses  of  the  pres- 
ent y^T,  Utile  more  than  the  portion  of  those  A- 
penditures  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  public 
debt,  beyond  the  annual  appropriation  of  ten  mil- 
Uons of  doUan  bj  the  a«tof  the  M  Manh,  ISIT. 


(Dacnmi,  18K 

At  the  passage  of  that  act,  the  poblio  ddA  anomO- 
ed  to  one  hsndrod  and  twent/^tee  vinioM  ivi 
hnndred  thousand  dirilani  On  the  lat  of  Jasasn 

next  It  will  be  short  of  sevcnty-fonr  milHoos  of  d«> 
Ian.  In  the  lapse  of  these  ten  yean,  fifty  inSfaw 
of  dollan  of  public  debt,  with  the  annual  dkarge  ef 
upward  of  three  millions  of  doOara  of  interest  afm 
them,  have  been  exUngoiahed.  At  the  paas^  tt 
that  act,  of  the  annual  ajqirmriatian  of  tea 
millions  of  dollars,  seven  were  absoriied  in  the  psf- 
ment  of  interest,  and  not  more  than  three  nSfiosa 
of  dollara  went  to  reduce  the  ea|rital  of  the  debt 
Of  the  same  ten  millions  of  dollan,  at  Om  tine 
scarcely  four  are  applicable  to  the  Interest,  and  sp- 
ward  of  six  are  effective  In  roeltbw  down  the  capitsL 
Tet  your  experience  has  prarea,  that  a  rcmtmc 
conning  so  Isi^ly  of  Impoeta  nod  timaage  cUw 
and  flows,  to  an  extmordinary  extent,  with  aB  the 
floctuattons  Incident  to  the  general  cmunerce  if 
the  worid.  It  is  within  our  reeoDeclion  that  erea 
in  the  compass  of  the  same  kst  ten  rean,  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  treasury  were  not  adeqoate  to  the  ei- 
penditures  of  the  year;  and  that  in  two  socccssiTC 
yean  it  was  found  necessary  to  resort  to  loan*  lo 
meet  the  ei^geaientfl  of  the  natitm.  The  retsia- 
Ing  Met  of  the  sacceedii^  yeara  repleoisbed  the 
public  coflen,  nntil  they  have  again  begun  to  <m1 
the  vicEsaitudes  of  a  decline.  To  produce  dicee 
alterations  of  fulness  and  exhaustion,  the  retatire 
operation  of  abundant  or  of  unfruitful  Beamai,  tke  j 
,  regulations  of  foreign  Gorenuoenta,  p<dittcal  rcv- 
duUoni,  the  prosperous  or  dee»lDg  condition  of 
ntanofikctures,  commerdal  apeeulatitMH,  and  budt 
other  causes,  not  always  to  be  traced,  variointT 
combine.  We  bave  found  the  alternate  awrb  ud 
diminutions  embracing  periods  of  from  two  to  ihne 
years.  The  last  period  of  depresinoBto  oswasfroB 
1819  to  1822.  The  corresponding  rerival  was  freia 
1828  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  Tear. 
Still  we  have  no  cause  to  i^iprehend  a  deprcsMD  , 
comparable  to  that  of  the  former  period,  or  even  to 
anticipate  a  deficiency  which  will  intrench  upon  the 
ability  to  apply  the  annual  ten  millions  of  dollanto 
the  reduction  of  the  debt.  It  is  well  for  as,  bow* 
ever,  to  be  admoushed  of  the  necessity  of  abiifiiig 
by  the  maxims  of  the  moat  rigibnt  eeooony,  aad 
of  resorting  to  all  bonotabia  and  useftil  czpeAeots, 
for  tbe  panning  with  steady  and  Inflexible  perw- 
verance  the  total  discharge  of  tbe  debt. 

Berides  the  seven  millions  of  doUan  of  the  Iobu 
of  181S,  which  will  have  been  diacharged  in  tbe 
course  of  the  present  year,  there  are  nine  miliioBS  , 
of  dollan  which,  by  the  terms  of  the  contxaco,  . 
would  have  been,  and  are  now  redeemable.  Thir-  I 
teen  Biim<»u  of  doUara  more  of  tbe  loan  of  ISH 
will  become  redeemable  from  and  after  the  expin- 
tion  of  the  present  month,  and  nine  other  mOuMii 
from  and  after  the  close  of  tbe  ensuing  year.  They 
constitute  a  mass  of  thirty-one  milliona  of  doUan, 
all  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  more  than 
twenty  millions  of  dollan  of  which  will  be  imme- 
diately redeemable,  and  the  rest  within  little  bor 
than  a  year.  Leaving  of  this  amount  fifteen  mil* 
lions  of  dtdlara  to  continue  at  the  interest  of  six  per 
cent.,  bat  to  be,  as  far  as  shall  bo  found  practica- 
ble, paid  off  In  the  yean  1827  and  1826,  there  ii 
scarcely  a  doubt  that  the  remaining  aixteen  nul- 
lions  might  within  a  few  months  be  ducbargcd  by  a 
loan  at  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,,  redeemable  ia 
tbe  yean  1829  and  1830.  By  this  opermtioo,  a 
MOB  of  nearly  five  handrad  thoaaand  doUan  may 
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be  MTed  to  the  uuioo ;  uid  tbe  discharge  of  the 
vbole  thbtT-ona  millions  of  dolUrs  vitbin  the  four 
jmn^  ■Mjr  'tw  gmtlj  AeiUtatedl,  If  not  wholly  ae- 
eonpUibed. 

Br  u  Mt  (^OmfMsa  of  Sd  Mudi,  18S0,  a  kMm 
for  the  porpoM  now  referred  to,  or  ■  sabaoriptioD 
to  dock,  wM  authorited,  at  an  interest  not  exceed- 
ia^  four  and  a  half  per  eenL  Bnt,  ■(  that  time,  so 
hi^  a  portion  of  the  floatine  eaj^tal  of  the  country 
nt  ab»ort>ftd  in  eommerdu  speculations,  and  so 
Bttb  vu  left  fin-  inrettmenC  la  tha  stocii^  that  the 
wtsnre  but  partially  necessfU.  At  the  lait 
HiBdn  of  Ooi^reM,  the  condition  of  the  ftinds  was 
itill  nnproidtioai  to  the  measure;  bat  the  elumge 
M  HMm  afterward  oeearred  that,  had  the  autfaoritj 
exittcd  to  redeem  the  i^e  mlUtons  of  dollars  now 
RdcenaUe  by  an  exchange  of  stocks,  or  a  loan  of 
five  per  cent.,  H  Is  moralljr  cerl^  that  it  might 
hare  been  dTected,  and  witii  it  a  ywriy  tairing  of 
rioetf  thonsud  dwan. 

Unth  ivnrd  to  the  eoDcction  of  rerenoe  of  Im- 
poft,  eertaui  occurrences  hare  within  the  last  year 
ben  diadoaed  in  one  or  two  of  our  principal  ports, 
whidi  engaged  the  attention  of  Congress  at  their 
last  sctnoD,  and  may  hereafter  require  further  con- 
dderttion.  Until  within  a  very  few  years,  tbe 
cieeation  of  the  law*  fbr  ralring  the  rersnue,  Ulio 
Ibu  of  aU  our  oUierlaws,  has  bMnlnnred  nore  by 
Ike  awr^  sense  of  the  community,  than  by  the 
rigm  of  a  jealoQS  precantion,  or  by  penal  sanctions. 
Confiding  in  the  exemplary  punctuality  and  tbe 
nullied  integrity  of  our  importing  merdhants,  a 
pidtMl  relaxation  from  the  provisions  of  the  ool- 
Itetioa  laws,  actose  adhffence  to  which  would  hare 
tnntd  sDconrenieiiee  and  expense-to  th^,  had 
Vmi  become  habitual ;  and  indulgences  had  been 
cii«>ded  tmirersally,  Imauso  they  had  nerer  been 
ibiued.  It  may  be  worthy  of  your  serious  eondd- 
eratioB  whether  some  further  legislaUre  prorision 
■>7  not  t>e  necessary  to  come  in  aid  of  this  state 
<fimgnrdedBeeari^. 

From  the  reports  herewith  communicated,  of  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the  Nary,  with  tbe  sul>- 
docnmenta  annexed  to  them,  will  be  die* 
nrercd  tbe  present  eondiUon  and  administration 
ef  our  military  establishment  on  the  land  and  on 
tbe  Ka.  Tbe  oi^^lzatioa  of  tbe  army  baring 
ndergone  no  cluuige  since  its  reduction  to  tho 
pRicnt peace estabtisfament  in  ISSl,  it  renuinsonly 
to«bierfe,thatltlsy«t  fband  adeqnate  to  all  tho 
impow  for  which  a  permanent  amed  fbree  fai 
liBie  of  peace  can  be  needed  or  useful.  It  may  be 
foper  to  add  that,  from  a  difference  of  0[Nnion 
Ktveen  the  late  President  of  the  United  SUtes  and 
tbe  Senate,  with  regard  to  the  construction  of  tbe 
>ct  of  Congress  of  tbe  2d  of  March,  1821,  to  reduce 
ud  fix  the  military  peace  establishment  of  die 
VtBted  States,  it  remalas  hitherto  so  &r  without 
Wtnlian,  that  no  colonel  has  been  appointed  to 
cjaimand  one  of  the  reglroenls  of  artillery.  A  sup* 
plenentary  or  explanatory  act  of  tbe  iegislatare 
aniears  to  be  the  only  expedient  practicable  for 
wmoring  the  dWHculty  of  this  appointment, 

a  4ieriod  of  prolbnnd  peace,  the  conduct  of 
the  mere  military  establishment  fmnis  bnt  a  very 
iwofiridetable  portion  of  the  duties  deroMag  npon 
tbe  adminiat ration  (tf  the  Department  of  War.  It 
*iU  be  teen  by  the  returns  from  the  subordinate 
drptrttnenla  6[  the  army,  that  every  branch  of  the 
wntiee  is  narked  with  order,  regularity,  and  disci* 
Pme.  ThatftwitbocaHmBii^CfBiinalthiKNigh 


all  the  gradations  of  superintendence,  the  officers 
feel  themselres  to  hare  been  citizens  before  they 
were  Boldlers,  and  that  the  glory  of  a  republican 
amy  must  coiaist  in  the  qiirit  of  freedom  by  which 
It  is  animated,  and  of  patriotism  by  wUoh  U  is  im- 
pelled. It  may  be  confidently  stated,  that  the 
moral  character  of  the  army  is  in  a  state  of  con- 
tinual improvement,  and  that  aU  the  arrangements 
for  the  disposal  of  it*  parts  have  a  oonstsnt  rofiarenoo 
to  that  end. 

But  to  the  War  Depariient  an  attributed  other 
duties,  haring  indeed  relattm  to  a  flttiu«'  posdble 
eondUIon  of  war,  but  being  purely  defendre,  and 
In  their  tendency  contributing  rather  to  the  securi* 
ty  and  permanency  of  peace.  The  erection  of  the 
fortificaUons  provided  for  by  Congress,  and  adapted 
to  secure  our  shores  from  hostile  invasion;  the  dis- 
tribntion  (tf  the  fund  of  paUio  graUtude  and  Justice 
to  tbe  penriooers  of  ue  revdutfonary  war;  tbe 
"■•'"tifftHft  of  our  relations  of  peace  and  of  pro- 
tection widi  the  In^an  tril>ea;  and  the  internal  Im- 
prorements  and  surreys  for  the  location  of  roads 
and  canals,  which,  during  the  last  three  sessions  of 
Congress,  hare  engaged  so  much  of  their  attentioB, 
and  may  engross  so  large  a  share  of  thslr  flitaie 
benefactions  to  oar  country. 

By  the  act  of  the  80th  of  April,  18S4,  suggested 
and  approved  by  my  predeoessor,  the  sum  of  tUrty 
thoussnd  dollars  was  apjffoiwiated  for  the  purpose 
of  causing  to  be  made  the  necessary  surreys,  j^ians, 
and  estimates  of  tbe  routes  of  such  roads  and  canaU 
as  the  Frc^dent  of  the  United  States  might  deem 
of  national  importance  la  a  eommercial  or  military 
point  of  view,  or  ueeessary  for  the  transportation 
of  the  public  m^.  The  surreys,  plans,  and  estU 
mates  for  each,  when  completed,  wiU  be  laid  bafbie 
Congress. 

In  execution  of  this  act,  a  board  of  engineers  was 
immediately  instituted,  and  have  been  since  most 
assiduously  and  constandy  occuiwed  in  carrying  it 
into  effect.  The  first  object  to  which  their  labors 
were  directed,  by  order  of  the  late  Preudent,  was 
the  examination  of  the  country  between  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Potomac,  the  Ohio,  and  Lake  Erie,  to 
ascertain  the  {mcticabiUty  of  a  communication  be- 
tween them,  to  designate  the  most  suitable  route 
for  the  same,  and  to  form  plans  and  estimates,  in 
detdl  of  the  expense  of  execution. 

On  the  third  of  Febmaty,  1828,  they  made  their 
first  repmr^  which  ww  Inuiediately  coBuniuioated 
to  Congress,  and  Id  which  tbey  declared,  that  hav- 
ing maturely  considered  the  drcnmstanoes  observed 
by  them  personally,  and  ear^lidly  stodled  tbe  rasoUe 
of  such  of  the  preliminary  surveys  aa  were  then 
completed,  they  were  decidedly  of  opbdon  that  the 
communication  was  practicable. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  befbn  the  hoard 
of  engineer*  were  enabled  to  make  op  thebr  second 
report,  c<mtalidng  a  general  [dan  and  preparatory 
estimates  for  thewml^  tho  committee  of  the  House 
of  Rcpresentatires  upon  roads  and  canals,  closed 
tbe  session  with  a  report,  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  pUna  and  estimates  of  the  board  of  engineers 
might  at  this  time  be  prepared,  and  that  the  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  euiy  and  farormble  consider- 
attcm  of  Congress  at  thdr  prssent  sssrion.  niat 
expected  report  of  the  board  of  ngfaieers  is  pre- 
(>ared,  and  will  fxHthwith  be  laid  before  yon. 

Under  the  resolotioQ  of  Congress,  anthorixlng 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  hare  prepared  a  c<»Dplete 
qratm  of  wnlxj  teetigs,  and  tyitaB  of  exwefN 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


fixSATB.] 


Pruidmt't  Jfrnags. 


aad  inatructioB  of  field  utiUery,  for  the  use  of  the 
militU  of  the  United  Ststei,  to  be  reported  to  Con- 
greM  at  the  present  Beadon, »  boitrd  of  dlfUngoish- 
ed  officert  of  the  mmj  and  of  the  militia  haa  been 
conrcned,  whose  report  will  be  anbmitted  to  70U, 
with  that  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  occa«OD 
was  thought  favorable  for  eonsuhing  the  aame 
board,  ait^d  by  the  reauUa  of  a  correapoodence 
with  ue  GoTOTiofi  oi  the  eeTCral  Statai  and  Ter> 
ritories,  and  other  eitiieni  of  intelligenoe  and  ex- 
perience, upon  the  acknowledged  defective  condi- 
tion of  our  militia  aystom,  and  of  the  improvementa 
of  which  it  ia  enaoeptible.  The  report  of  the  board 
upon  this  ndjoet  ii  alio  mbmlttMl  lor  your  eonnd- 
eratioa, 

In  the  eadmated  appropriationa  fbr  the  enauing 
year,  upward  of  five  milUona  of  doUara  will  be  aub- 
mitted  for  the  ezpenditorM  to  bo  paid  -from  the 
Dopaitment  of  War.  Lmb  than  two-flftba  of  tUi 
will  be  applicable  to  the  maintenance  and  aupport 
of  the  army,  A  million  and  a  half^  in  the  form  of 
pensions,  goes  as  a  acoroely  adequate  tribate  to  the 
eervicea  and  sacrifices  of  a  former  age,  and  a  more 
than  equal  aum  ioTosted  in  forti&catiooa,  or  for  the 
preparations  of  Internal  improTement,  provldM  fbr 
the  quiet,  the  comfort,  and  the  hapfMr  exiatence 
of  the  ages  to  come.  The  appropriatinns  to  indem* 
nify  those  unfortunate  remnants  of  another  race,  uo- 
abto  alilte  to  share  in  the  ei^oymenta  and  to  exist 
in  the  presence  of  ciTillaation,  though  swelling  in 
recent  yean  to  a  magnitude  burdensome  to  the 
treasury,  are  generally  not  without  thrir  equiva- 
Icnts,  in  profitable  ralne;  or  terre  to  tUsehargo  tho 
Union  from  engagements  more  burdensome  than 
debt. 

In  like  manner  the  estimate  of  appropriationa  for 
the  Navy  Department  will  present  an  aggregate  aum 
of  upward  of  tbree  milliona  of  dollars.  About  one- 
half  of  these,  however,  cover  the  current  expendi- 
tures of  the  navy  in  actual  service,  and  one-half 
eonstJtatea  a  fiuid  <tf  natiODal  property,  the  pledge 
of  our  ftitore  |^ory  and  defenoe.  It  was  scarcely 
one  short  year  after  the  dose  of  the  late  war,  and 
when  the  burden  of  its  expense  and  cliarges  weighed 
heaviest  upon  the  country,  that  Congress,  by  the 
act  of  ivtit  April,  1816,  appropriated  one  million 
of  dollars  annually,  for  eight  yeara,  to  tho  gradual 
Increase  of  the  navy.  At  a  anbseqnent  pertod,  this 
Annual  aiqiropriatiiMi  vaa  reduced  to  half  a  milUon 
for  six  years,  of  which  the  present  year  is  ^e  last. 
A  yet  more  recent  appropiiation  of  the  lost  two 
years,  for  building  ten  sloops-of-war,  haa  nearly 
restored  the  original  appropriation  of  1810,  of  a 
million  for  every  year.  The  reaolt  is  before  na  all. 
We  have  twelve  line-of-battle  ships,  twenty  frigates, 
and  sloops-of-war  in  pro  portion ;  which,  with  a  few 
months  of  prepantioD,  may  present  m  Une  of  float- 
ing fortlfieatioDB  along  the  whole  rWige  of  onr  coast, 
ready  to  meet  any  invader  who  might  attempt  to 
set  foot  upon  our  shores.  Combining  with  a  system 
of  fortifications  upon  the  shores  themselves,  com- 
menced about  the  same  time  under  the  BusjHces  of 
my  immediate  jwedecessor,  and  hitherto  systemat- 
ically paraued,  It  haa  idaeed  in  ear  poMsnon  the 
most  effective  rinewaof  war,  and  has  left  us  at  once 
an  ezamfde  and  a  lesson  from  which  our  own  duties 
may  tie  inferred.  The  gradual  increaae  of  the  navy 
was  the  princtple  of  wUch  the  .  act  of  89th  April, 
1816,  was  the  first  development.  It  was  the  intro- 
duction of  a  system  to  act  upon  the  cliaracter  and 
Ultory  of  onr  onatrj  for  an  indefliute  Mriaa  of 


ages.  It  was  a  declaration  of  that  Congmi^  to 
Uielr  conatitaeDta  and  to  posterity,  that  it  «m  ik 
destiny  and  the  duty  of  these  eonfedmted  Stto 
to  become,  in  regular  process  of  timet  and  bf  h 
petty  advances,  a  great  naval  power.  That  niiA 
they  proposed  to  accomplish  in  eight  yesn  ii  n- 
therto  be  conridered  as  the  measure  of  thrirmnBi, 
than  the  limitation  of  their  derign.  They  looted 
forward  toK  a  term  of  years  snndeBt  fix-  theit- 
comidiibment  of  a  definfle  portion  of  tbrir  porpue; 
and  they  left  to  their  successors  to  fill  «p  tlw  at- 
Toa  of  which  they  had  traced  the  large  ind  |W- 
phetio  outline.  The  slifpeK>f-thfr4ioe  and  tnpla, 
which  they  had  in  contemplation,  will  be  thutlT 
eomj^tcd.  The  time  which  tiiey  bad  aHotud  lix 
the  accomplishment  of  the  work  has  Kore  thn 
elapaed.  U  remains  for  your  conndatatiOB  bov 
thar  sooeeason  may  contribute  thdr  portira  d  uA 
and  of  treaaure  fur  the  benefit  of  the  sKcttdiig 
age,  in  the  gradual  increase  of  our  navr.  Tbm 
is,  perhaps,  no  part,  of  the  exercise  of  tin  conSi- 
tutiona)  powers  of  the  Federal  Govenuneot  tiiA 
has  given  more  general  satisfacliim  to  the  people 
of  the  Union  than  thia.  Ttte  system  baa  net  beta 
thus  Tlgwrottdy  introduoed  and  hitherto  suBibid, 
to  be  now  departed  frvm  or  abandoned.  Ineoa- 
tinuln^  to  provide  for  the  gradual  inctcaie  nt  ik 
navy,  it  may  not  bo  necessary  or  expedint  to  idi 
for  the  present  any  more  to  the  number  d  tm 
ships ;  but  ahould  you  deem  it  adrisahle  to  contimt 
the  yearly  appropriation  of  half  a  milBon  tottt 
some  ot^ects,  it  may  be  profitably  expended  bpn- 
viding  a  supply  of  timber  to  be  seaaooed,  and  oua 
materiala  for  future  use  hi  the  construction  of  docks, 
or  in  laying  the  foundation  of  schools  for  h«i1 
edocation,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  either  ol 
those  measures  may  appear  to  claim  the  pr^erence. 

Of  the  small  portions  of  this  navy  endued  ia  u* 
tual  service  during  the  peace,  aqosidnNia  have  c(» 
tinned  to  be  mi&tained  on  the  PadEe  OG(sii,iB 
the  Wert  lu^  seas,  and  in  the  Heditenanean; 
whidi  has  been  added  a  small  armament  to  trm 
on  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America.  In  all  mj 
have  afforded  protection  to  our  c(MnmeKe,bn 
contributed  to  make  our  country  advanugeo^ 
known  to  foreign  nations,  have  honorably  m^fff* 
multitudes  <rf  our  seamen  In  the  ecrrice  of  ibtf 
country,  and  have  inured  numbers  of  yontha  of  tbe 
rising  generadtm  to  Utcs  of  manly  hardihood  isd 
of  nautical  experience  and  AUl.  The  praciesvith 
which  the  West  India  seas  were  ftw  aeveni  je»» 
infested,  have  been  totally  suppressed.  But  in  we 
Uedilerranean  they  have  increased  in  a  foUMt 
afflictive  to  other  nationa,  and  but  for  the  coo^^ 
presence  of  our  squadron,  would  pnbaUy  han 
been  distrea^  to  our  own.  Thewarwhi»BU 
unf(»tonately  broken  out  between  the  repuWic  ol 
Buenos  Ayres  and  the  Braalian  GovemineDt,  tui 
given  rise  to  very  great  irregularities  amoos  tw 
noral  officers  of  the  Utter,  by  whran  jwiaapiaia 
retation  to  blockades,  and  to  neutral  nangat^m, 
have  been  brought  forward,  to  which  we  cmboi 
subscribe,  and  which  our  own  oommsndeis  am 
found  it  naoasBary  to  resist.  From  tiie  fneodir 
disposidon  toward  the  United  Sutes  cowunuj 
manifested  by  the  Emperor  of  Braxil,  and  the  »erj 
useful  and  friendly  commercial  intercourse  betveen 
the  United  Sutes  and  his  dominions,  we  h»'« J^i' 
son  to  believe  that  the  just  reparation  demudM 
for  Uie  i^uriea  sustahied  by  sevenl  of  onr  atiw* 
fi«m  KHM  of  Ua  ofioen,  will  Bofc  be  wiiU>»> 
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Abstneta  fron  Um  rcccDt  do*p*tebefl  of  the  com- 
BandeitDf  OBrnvendaqtadrans  ue  eonmonicated 
vith  tbe  npoct  of  the  Sacratarr  of  tbe  Navy  to 
CongrM. 

A  report  flom  Poftmutor  0«nenl  is  Ukewise 
coniauntctted,  prMenting,  in  a  highly  Mtialutory 
tunDer,  tbe  remit  of  a  vigorous,  efficient,  and 
economical  tdmtniitntioa  of  Uiat  Department.  The 
rerenua  of  tbe  office,  even  of  the  year  including 
ibe  huer  half  of  1824,  and  of  the  fint  half  of  1825, 
hid  exceeded  it*  expenditures  by  a  bwd  of  more 
than  forty-fiTB  thowand  doUan.  That  of  tbe  buc- 
ccediog  yctr  hac  been  atlU  more  [ffoductive.  The 
increue  of  the  receipts,  in  the  year  preceding  the 
fint  of  July  last,  orer  that  of  the  year  before,  ex- 
cecdB  one  bnndred  and  tbirty-eix  thousand  dollars, 
ud  the  ex«esof  the  reee^rtaover  tbe  expenditures 
«f  Uk  yeu  has  swollen  from  ftntj^fire  thousand 
la  nearly  eighty  thoMuid  dellari.  Doting  tbe 
Mae  period,  contracts  tor  additional  transportation 
«f  tbe  mail  in  Stages,  for  about  two  hoodred  and 
dxty  thoeaud  mUes,  hare  been  made,  and  t»r 
lennty  tbooaod  milea  annually,  on  horsebaolt. 
BcTCQ  bandied  and  fourteen  new  postHjffices  bare 
beaaetfabUAedwiildn  the  year;  and  tha  Inerease 
of  reTenoe  within  the  last  three  years,  h  well  as 
die  ngnientaUon  of  the  traosportatUn  by  mall,  Is 
more  than  equal  to  the  whole  amoont  of  recdpta 
i=d  of  mail  conveyance  at  the  commencement  of 
tbe  present  century,  when  the  seat  of  the  Goaeral 
6o«enunent  was  removed  to  this  place.  When  we 
ledecl  that  the  objecU  efTeeted  by  the  transporta- 
lum  of  tKe  nwQ  are  among  the  choicest  comforts 
ni  euoyments  of  sorial  Inb,  it  is  {deo^g  to  ob- 
■Tfe  Uiat  the  dtaseDdDntion  of  them  to  every  eor- 
ser  of  our  eonntry  has  outstripped  In  their  inoresao 
em  lite  rapid  march  of  our  population, 

Bj  tbe  treaties  with  franco  and  Spain,  rcspoc- 
tiTclf  ceding  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  to  tbe 
Vtaud  States,  pronaion  was  made  tar  the  security 
of  hud  titles  derived  from  the  Govemmeots  of  thoso 
m&m.  Some  progress  has  been  made,  under  the 
nthoritr  of  various  acts  of  Congress,  In  the  a»- 
nmioment  and  establishment  of  those  titles ;  and 
to  a  very  large  extent  remain  unac|]uBted. 
The  paUic  faith,  no  less  than  the  just  rights  of  in- 
Andsab,  and  the  interest  of  the  community  itsdf, 
Vpeus  to  require  ftirtber  providon  for  tbe  qwedy 
Kttiemont  of  these  cUims,  whi<.-h  I  therefore  re- 
Nnmeod  to  tbe  care  and  attention  of  the  le^sla* 

Ib  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  20th  of 
Kit  UsI,  to  provide  for  erecting  a  penitentiary  in 
Ihc  District  of  Ccdumbia,  and  U>t  other  purposes, 
three  cnninisnonen  were  appointed  to  select  a  site 
^  the  erection  of  a  ponitentiary  for  tbo  district, 
'■'d  ibo  a  dto  In  tha  county  of  Alezandiin  for 
k  roonty  JaO ;  both  of  which  otjects  have  been 
*^tel  The  boildiog  of  the  penitentiary  has  been 
commenced,  and  Is  lo  such  a  degree  of  forward- 
»n  u  to  promise  that  it  will  bo  completed  before 
tbe  meeting  of  the  next  Congress.  This  considcra- 
t>ra  points  to  the  expediency  of  maturing,  at  tbe 
P'oeot  scsiioB,  s  system  for  the  rcguhttloo  and 
pifenment  of  tbe  pei^tentiuy,  and  of  defining  the 
^  of  <tfeoces  which  ^all  be  punishable  by  con- 
Boemeni  in  this  edifice. 

In  closing  tUa  commntdcaticm,  I  trust  that  it  will 
"ot  he  deemed  insj>propriate  to  the  occasion  and 
pojPOMs  upon  which  we  are  bore  assembled,  to  in- 
wigo  a  noMntsTT  retrospect,  comUniac,  in  n  ria- 
VouIX— W 


glc  glance,  the  period  of  oar  otigln  as  a  national 
confederation  with  that  of  our  prerant  existence,  at 
the  precise  interval  of  half  n  century  from  each 
other.  Knee  your  last  meeting  at  this  place,  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  day  when  our  independ- 
ence was  declared,  has  been  celebrated  through- 
out onr  laud ;  and  on  that  day,  when  every  heart 
was  bounding  with  ioy,  and  every  voice  was  timed 
to  gratulation,  amid  the  blessings  of  freedom  and 
independence,  which  the  dree  ofa  former  ago  have 
handed  down  to  their  children,  two  of  the  jvincipal 
actors  Id  that  solemn  scene,  the  hand  that  penned 
the  ever-membrabic  declaration,  and  the  voice  that 
sustained  it  in  debate,  were,  by  one  summons,  at 
the  distance  of  seven  hundred  miles  from  each 
other,  called  before  the  Judge  of  all,  to  account  for 
tbdr  deeds  done  upon  earth,  lliey  departed, 
cheered  by  tba  benedoUons  of  Uidr  oonntry,  t» 
whom  they  left  the  fatheritanee  of  their  ftme,  and 
the  memory  of  their  bright  exam^.  If  we  torn 
our  thoughts  to  the  condition  of  their  country,  in 
tbe  contrast  of  the  flrat  and  last  day  of  that  half 
century,  how  resfdendent  and  subUme  is  the  transi- 
tion from  gloom  to  glory  1  Then,  glancing  through 
the  same  lapse  of  time.  In  tbe  condition  of  the 
dividuals,  we  see  the  fint  day  marked  with  the  fhl- 
neu  and  vigor  of  youth.  In  the  pledge  of  their  Uvee^ 
their  fortnmis,  and  th«r  snored  hoDW,  to  the  causa 
of  freedom  and  mankind.  And  on  the  last,  extend- 
ed on  the  bed  of  death,  with  but  aetise  and  send- 
bility  left  to  breathe  a  lost  aspiration  to  Heaven  of 
blessing  upon  their  country ;  may  we  not  humbly 
hope,  that  to  them  too,  it  was  a  pledge  of  trann- 
tion  from  i^oom  to  glory ;  and  that  whila  thdr 
mortal  vestments  were  sinUng  Into  the  clod  of  Ui« 
valley,  thdr  amaodpated  siants  ware  aseandlng 
to  the  bosom  of  their  QodI 

The  Uessage  vas  read ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Ur.  Holmes, 

Ordered,  That  three  thousand  copies  ci  fbn 
uid  Ueassoge,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  the 
docamcnts  accompanying  it,  be  printed  fa^  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 


Fbidxt,  December  8. 
Prdiminarj^  Bmmm. 

The  following  motion,  by  Ur.  Ohaiibxbs, 

was  taken  np ; 

**  Baaited,  That,  in  the  appointment  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committees,  the  Senate  will  proceed  by  sever- 
ally appointing  the  Chairman  of  each  committee^ 
and  then  by  one  ballot  for  the  other  members  ne- 
ceesary  to  comidete  the  same ;  and  a  m^ority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes  given  shall  be  necessary 
to  the  choice  of  chairman." 

A  short  discasaion  took  plooe  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  mode  proposed  by  the  resolution, 
in  which  the  mover  and  Messrs.  J(his80N,  of 
Kentucky,  Bkkton,  Uaoov,  Vav  Bvastfi  and 
Uoutsa,  took  part 

The  cniestion  h«ng  then  taken  on  the  restdn- 
tion  cftitr,  CHAMBKHa,  it  was  decided  in  tha 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TsAS.— Xessrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Bonligny,  Cham- 
bers, Chose,  Clsjtoa,  Edwarii^  Horriioai  Hendrieb^ 
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HolttMa,  JoluBton  of  Loo.,  Knight,  Uuks,  Noble, 
Beed,  Robbini,  Rodnej;  Bn^M,  Sudford,  Scj- 
mom,  Silabee,  Smith  of  Hd.,Thomu,  Tan  Boren, 
Willey— 25. 

Nats. — Htma.  Barton,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickenon,  Eaton,  I^ndlaj,  Hajne, 
JobniOB  of  Kt.,  Kane,  Uacon,  Rowan,  Smith  of  B. 
a,  Taiewdl,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury— 19 

A^jonmed  to  Ifonday. 


TtrxsDAT,  December  12. 

Ur.  JomnoN,  of  Eentoolrj,  nse,  and  B^d, 
that  he  had  pven  notloe  a  few  days  rince  that 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  for  the 
abolition  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  He  hoped, 
in  now  fulfilling  his  engagement,  It  would  not 
be  oonddered  an  intrusion,  if  he  ddiQ^  the 
Senate  with  a  few  brief  introductory  remarks. 
If  he  hod  eutertuued  &  single  doubt  as  to  the 
claim  of  the  sulyect  to  attention,  either  as  re- 
garded principle  or  expediency,  he  should  not 
have  been  so  confident,  or  so  persevering,  in 
pressing  this  measure  upon  the  Senate.  The 
subject  had  already  been  agitated,  and  met  the 
approbation  of  a  minority  of  the  body.  But, 
on  a  former  occasion,  time  was  not  afforded  for 
a  final  decision.  Imprisonment  for  debt  had  no 
advocates  among  the  generous  and  enlightened 
portions  of  our  tAtiims ;  it  had  no  advocates 
among  the  generous  or  benevolent  classes  of 
mankindf  in  any  eonntry.  Nor  had  it  been 
considered,  by^  such  men,  other  than  a  bar- 
barous custom,  since  the  days  of  Greece  and 
Borne,  when  a  debtor  and  his  whole  fiunily  were 
sold  into  slavery,  for  the  satisfaction  of  a  debt 
which  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  discharge. 
To  Mr.  J.,  imprisonment  for  debt  seemed  as 
horrible  as  the  Spanish  Inquisition ;  they  were 
both  unjustifiable  before  God  and  man;  nor 
was  the  Inquisition  more  disgraceful  to  the 
Spanish  Government,  than  was  the  barbarous 
custom  of  imprisomng  harmless  debtors  in  this 
ftee  and  enligntened  country.  Ho  beHeved  im- 
IH^aonmuit  tor  debt  had  cansed  as  manj  s^hs 
and  tears  from  the  wretched  sufferers  under  its 
inflictions,  as  the  Inquisition — that  mighty  in- 
strument of  the  baseness  and  power  of  tyranny ; 
and  nothing  but  deep-rooted  prejudice  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  had  perpetuated  it  in  en- 
lightened and  liberal  Governments. 

It  had  been  his  unhappy  lot  to  see  tK  free 
man,  who  hod  fought  for  his  country — a  man 
who  wos  not  meant  by  nature  for  a  slave,  but 
who  was  bom  to  the  possession  of  the  liberty 
which  he  loved — -walking,  d^ected,  through 
the  public  street,  a  prisoner,  attended  by  a  pet- 
ty wBoer,  because  ne  had  Ibrfeited  his  bond, 
and  was  unable  to  meet  an  obUgathm  made 
with  honest  intentions.  By  some,  it  might  be 
supposed  that  it  was  not  fn  tiie  power  of  Con- 
gress  to  change  this  system ;  but  it  would  not 
be  sufficient  for  him  to  go  home  to  his  constit- 
nenti^  who  had  eoztoUed  themaelves  by  entirely 


abolishing  imprisuunent  for  debt,  and  say  thst 
tiiero  were  imniperable  diftodties  to  obstruct 
the  passage  oS  his  biU ;  that,  great  as  the  ctU 
confessedly  was,  tiiere  was  no  remedy  witlua 
the  reach  of  Congress.  This  wonld  not  be  sit- 
isfactory  :  for  he  had  never  read  in  any  dcwv 
paper,  and  had  never  heard  firom  any  poUtt- 
cian,  or  even  from  a  stump  orator,  <Hie  sen- 
tence, BO  far  denying  the  inherent  freedom  of 
man,  as  in  any  manner  to  advocate  imprisoa- 
ment  for  debt 

In  the  picture  of  London,  lb*.  J.  said,  wluch 
had  lately  accidentally  fallen  into  his  hsnd^ 
he  had  r^  a  description  of  smonunei^  erect* 
ed  in  honor  of  the  beneroloDt  Howard.  If  by 
was  a  monument  bnilt  to  his  memmy  t 
had  he  done  to  merit  such  distinction  ?  He 
visited  and  cheered  the  prisons  of  the  unfcvto- 
note ;  he  alleviated  the  distresses  at  iadividosli 
torn  from  their  friends  by  the  merciless  pro- 
visions of  the  law.  Ana  such  a  monument 
would  never  have  perpetuated  his  memory, 
bod  not  imprisonment  for  debt  been  acknowl- 
edged as  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  humsn- 
ity.  Should  it  not,  then,  if  such  conduct  was 
applauded  in  the  subject  of  a  monarchy,  be 
Improved  and  imitated  by  a  free  and  generoos 
people  f 

Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  so  at  Icngtli 
into  the  snUeot  at  present ;  and  He  relied  on 
his  Tenerahfe  friena  from  Sortb  Carolina,  Ob. 
Uaoos,)  and  other  of  his  fellow  Senatora,  whose 
opinions  corresponded  with  his  own,  to  support 
and  as^  him  m  hereafter  discussing  the  ^K^ 
its  of  this  bill.  He  should  close  with  a  few 
more  remarks.  He  looked  upon  imprisoument 
for  debt  to  be  equally  a  violation  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  and  of  the  Constituti(»i, 
as  would.be  the  erection  of  an  established  re- 
ligion. It  equally  violated  the  principles  fat 
wliich  our  fathers  shed  their  best  blood.  It 
violated  the  rights  of  man,  as  defined  by  the 
charter  of  our  liberties,  by  chaining  him  in  sd* 
itude,  and  debarring  him  from  the  use  ct  ha» 
loc(nnotive  powers ;  and  he  asserted  that  this 
system  of  imprisonment  had  ita  origin  in  judi- 
cial nsnrpation.  He  would  go  no  farther  back 
than  to  its  ori^n  in  Englono,  to  prove  this  po- 
sition. In  a  remote  period  of  the  history  of 
that  nation,  it  would  be  found  that  the  courts 
assumed  the  power  of  imprisoning  the  body  on 
mesne  process,  and  although  this  right  was 
continually  restrained  by  Parliament,  it  at 
length  became  authorized  by  long  [ffactioe,  and 
by  the  Government 

This  barbarous  custom,  which  had  been  cop- 
ied by  us  f^om  England,  had  its  ori^n  in  usurp- 
ed power.  Should  this  country,  then,  go  on 
to  sanction  it!  Would  it  not  rathw  be  but 
acting  aeoor^ng  to  the  dictates  of  Jostke  and 
homanity,  to  abolish  it  entirely!  Intfaeooone 
of  tiie  proceedings,  it  wonld  be  assumed  and 
esti^lished,  that  philanthropic  and  liberal  minds 
had,  in  every  age,  denounced  it,  and  that, 
wherever  it  existed,  it  was  supported  by  an 
wristooraoy,  at  war  with  taUxoM  UherQrt  and 
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br  the  eraeltj  of  hard-hearted  creditors.  His- 
turr  woald  show  that  it  hod  fomented  discon- 
tents,  vhich  ended  in  revolt  and  bloodshed; 
tnd  it  would  be  shown  to  be  in  utter  violation 
of  the  Holj  Scriptnrea,  On  the  other  hand,  it 
wonld  be  establi^wd,  that,  where  imprison- 
ment for  debt  had  beim  obolished,  a  eolntoTr 
restraint  npm  nndne  credits  had  enaned.  A 
more  equitable  and  mure  eonfldential  state  of 
things  existed  in  the  relations  of  debtor  and 
creditoi;  and  honor  and  iustioe  had  taken  ^e 
place  «  vengeance  panting  for  the  pound  of 
ficsh,  to  be  ent  off  nearest  the  heart.  It  iK>aId 
be  shown,  that,  wherever  this  system  had  been 
abolished,  the  change  had  Iteen  attended  hy 
tlie  most  beneficial  effects,  instead  of  those  evil 
conseqnences,  which  vaaaj  of  the  enemies  of 
this  bUl  anticipate. 

Believing  tnese  facts,  Mr,  J.  called  on  the 
iri^dom  and  the  patriotism  of  ^e  Senate,  to 
■id  him  in  abolishing  a  feature  of  the  laws 
which  could  be  shown  to  be  a  disgrace  to  the 
nxmtrr,  and  a  relio  of  despotism,  wluoh  it  be- 
came their  dotr  to  obliterate.  On  a  former 
oocsHon,  he  hod  hoped  that  this  sot^ect  would 
meet  with  more  coortesy  than  was  then  ex- 
tended to  it  hj  his  brother  Senators.  He  had 
hd  sn  up-hill  task  ever  since  he  first  proposed 
the  subject,  and  had  obtuned  its  introduction 
riih  great  difficulty.  Be  asked  whether  it  was 
not  s  parliamentary  practice,  when  a  member 
proposed  a  new  subject,  to  treat  it  at  least  with 
(Kitience  and  forbearance  ?  And  did  not  his 
Mt  entitle  his  proposition  to  be  treated  with 
proper  attention!  As  to  the  committee  to 
Thicb  the  matter  should  be  referred,  he  was 
not  K^toos  to  be  one  of  its  members ;  bedid 
not  care  if  he  never  served  npmi  a  oommittee 
■gain,  so  fiv  as  the  hooot  of  the  a^qmintment 
vent  His  only  wish  in  Uiis  ease  was,  that  the 
bill  might  be  put  into  the  hands  of  a  committee 
—whether  mecial  or  not,  he  was  not  particu- 
lar: but  at  ul  events^  that  the  matter  should 
be  deliberated  npon. 

Ur.  J.  concladed,  by  remarking  tiiat  the  re- 
nuuader  of  his  term  of  service  as  a  Senator, 
embraced  three  years,  and  in  that  time  he 
wished  this  bill  to  be  fully  acted  upon.  What- 
ever might  be  the  decision  upon  its  merits,  he 
^boiild,  as  was  his  duty,  submit.  But,  while  that 
decision  was  suspended,  thinking,  as  he  did,  he 
felt  it  to  be  hb  aoty  to  press  the  subject  to  an 
He  r^eated  that,  on  a  former  oocadon, 
H  net  with  obstmctions  vhiclt  he  had  not  al- 
lowed himself  to  expect ;  and  it  hod  caosed 
him  the  deepest  regret  that,  on  a  sniiiect  on 
which  bis  conceptions  were  so  clear,  oiui  which 
leomed  to  him  so  anquestionable,  he  ^ould 
hiiTQ  to  encounter  hostile  opinions.  Bnt  he 
hoped,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  be  more  for- 
tunate ;  and  that  the  Senate  would  grant  him 
1  committee  as  favorable  as  possible;  and  then, 
tliat  tite  bill  might  be  r^ected— or  pass,  to  the 
immortal  honor  of  this  assembly. 

^r.  Joaxeos  then,  having  obtained  leave,  in- 
trodaoed  the  m,  irhifih  was  twice  read  hf 


general  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select  oom- 
mittee. 


Fbzbat,  December  80. 
TttMttiffaiion  cf  the  Qffteial  CtmdiwA  tf  Ac 
Ftos  PremmU^  when  Secretary  at  War. 
The  following  letter  from  the  Viox  Pnui- 
DiNT,  was  read  by  the  Secretary : 
"  7b  a«  Secretary  of  the  Senate: 

"Sib:  Having  addressed,  this  morning,  to  ths 
House  of  Bepresentativea,  a  cfunmunicaUon  which 
may  cUlm  an  Investigation  of  my  offldol  conduct 
while  in  the  discharge  of  tbe  duties  of  the  Deport- 
ment  of  War,  you  will  please  make  kaowo  to  the 
Senate,  that  a  sense  oi  propriety  fort^ds  me  from 
resuming  my  statioa  till  the  Honse  has  disposed  of 
tliis  subject. 

**  Very  respeetfolly,  I  am  yours,  Ac. 

J.  C.  Cal&ocih. 

WASsnroTOM,        Dteemher,  1624." 

ICr.  Bbston  mode  a  motion  that,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  the  investigalion  alladed  to  in  tbe 
fetter,  when  the  Senate  do  adjourn,  it  atjjonm 
till  Tnesdqr ;  which  was  agreed  tOh 


TnxsDAT,  January  2,  1827. 
Election  of  Prendmt  of  tK»  SeitaU,  pro  tem. 

At  half  post  twelve  o^dock,the  Vice  President 
not  appearing  to  take  the  chair  of  the  SeAte, 

Ur.  HouiBs  rose,  and,  addresring  the  Secre- 
tary, moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  die 
election  of  a  President,  pro  tempore. 

The  question  being  put  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Secretary,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  eim., 
and,  on  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  nninber  given  in  was  forty-di^ 
neoessaiy  to  a  choice,  twenty-four. 

Ur.  KaooH  having  reoeived  a  nujoi^  of  flw 
whole  number  of  votes  given,  was  declared 
duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate,  pro  Um* 
pore,  and,  being  conducted  to  the  chair,  made 
tiis  aekttowledgmenta  to  the  Senate  for  the 
h«ior  conferred  upon  him,  and  took  his  seat. 


TmntSDAT,  January  4. 
The  Yaxoo  Purehaee. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Robbixb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others.  Direct- 
ors of  the  New  England  Uississippi  Land  Com- 
pany, (a  long  standing  claim,  {pxtwing  out  ot 
the  Yazoo  purchase,  the  natore  of  which  haa 
heretofore  been  often  stated.  The  bill  directs 
the  payment  to  tbe  Company  ai  $05,408.) 

In  support  of  this  bill,  Mr.  Bobbins  addressed 
the  Senate  ss  follows: 

I  will  state  the  grounds  which  have  induced 
the  committee  (tliat  is,  a  m^ority  of  them)  to 
report  in  favor  of  this  petition ;  the  Senate  will 
judge  of  the  efficiency  of  those  grounds. 
I  The  United  States  mode  an  agreement  with 
I  the  petitioners,  (I  spuk  according  to  the  legal 
1  eflfeot  of  tiieir  r^rectin  andmntnal  Mts^tlut, 
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if  the  petitioners  would  release  their  title  to 
the  lands  in  qneation  to  the  United  States,  that 
the  nnltdd  States  would  pay  the  petitioners 
therefor  a  certun  amount  m  money ;  provided 
that  title  yna  fbund  to  be  a  good  and  l^;al 
title.  The  release  was  accordingly  executed  in 
due  form  of  law. 

The  United  States  instituted  a  Board,  to  ex- 
amine this  title ;  and  the  Board  decided  in  &- 
Tor  of  the  title  as  to  about  nine-tenths  of  the 
land,  and  agmnst  the  title  as  to  the  other  tenth. 
The  decision  as  to  this  tenth  is  plainly  errone- 
oua ;  the  Supreme  Court  have  bo  decided the 
Bourd  itself  has  become  so  sensiblo  of  it,  that 
they  have  certified  to  the  same  effect  ;  that  is, 
two  out  of  three,  and  they  are  the  only  6ur- 
yivors  of  the  Board.  lodeed,  the  rale  by  which 
the  Board  decided,  is  so  obviously  inapplicable 
to  the  case,  that  every  mind  moat  see  the  im- 
propriety of  the  application.  They  decided 
upon  the  title,  not  by  the  laws  of  Georgia, 
where  the  title  was  created ;  not  by  the  laws 
of  Hossachusetta,  where  the  title  was  trans- 
ferred; but  by  the  laws  of  Maryland,  and 
which,  as  to  the  principle  by  which  they  de- 
cided, is  peculiar  to  the  laws  of  Maryland,  and 
unknown  both  to  the  laws  of  Georgia  and  of 
Hossochusetts,  The  laws  of  Maryland,  surely, 
could  not  affect  a  titie  created  by  the  laws  of 
Georgia,  and  in  contradiction  to  the  laws  of 
Geoi^o. 

'  The  Saprane  Court  have  dedded  that  the 
title  of  the  petitioners  was  a  good  and  l^al 
title.  Then  the  release  of  the  petitioners  did 
operate  to  vest  in  the  United  StMes  a  good  and 
l^al  title  to  these  lands ;  to  this  tenth,  as  well 
as  to  the  other  nine-tentJbs,  The  only  good 
and  legal  title  which  the  United  States  have  to 
these  lands,  is  derived  from  that  release ;  and 
the  grantees  of  the  United  States,  if  ever  called 
upon  to  defend  themselves  in  their  grants, 
must  defend  on  the  title  of  the  United  States, 
derived  from  that  release.  This  being  bo,  it 
appeared  to  the  committee  (X  mean  to  a  majority 
of  them)  to  he  impossible,  to  say  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  not  justly  entitled  to  this  money. 
The  United  States  were  to  pay  for  a  good  and' 
l^al  title  from  them ;  they  have  got  a  good 
and  legal  title  from  them. 
■  As  to  this  tenth,  the  Board  dedded  that  it 
bdooged  partly  to  the  United  States,  and  part- 
ly  to  certain  individuals ;  about  three-fourths 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  other  fourth  to 
these  individuals.  Am  it  reepccts  those  individ- 
uals, the  committee  were  of  opinion  that  the 
decistoD  must  stand,  and  they  report  accord- 
ingly. They  think  it  most  stand,  as  the  au- 
thority of  the  Board,  as  to  those  individuals,  is 
mode  final,  and  as  the  money  has  actually  been 

Said  to  them.  The  decision  is  not  only  made 
nal,  as  to  them,  but  it  has  been  executed  as  to 
them.  By  this  loss,  ther^ore,  the  petitioners 
must  aUde ;  the  amount  paid  to  tiiose  individ* 
Otis  is  about  thirty  thousand  dollars.  With  this 
deductitm  firom  the  claim  of  the  petitioners,  we 
think  tb^obumoaght  to  be  allowed;  theres- 


[Jaxvabt,  1627. 

idne  is  about  ninety-five  thousand  dollars.  That 
money  is,  I  understand,  now  in  tiie  Treasury, 
originally  appropriated  to  this  purpose, 
not  since  appn^nated  to  any  other.  Tbtir 
chum,  tiierefore,  can  be  satisfied  without  a.iy 
new  appropriation ;  and  to  withhold  it  woctd 
be,  OS  It  appears  to  us,  inconststCTt  with  tbs 
good  faith  of  the  Government. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  incumbent  on  Die  to 
anticipate  the  objections,  in  order  to  aasvtr 
them,  which  may  be  raised  against  this  report; 
I  think  it  proper  first  to  hear  them.  And  for 
this  purpose  I  will  now  give  way. 

Mr.  Kanr  said,  that  the  largo  oiuonnt  pn>- 
posed  to  be  appropriated  for  individual  use, 
upon  grounds  connected  with  the  Yazoo  bad 
speculation,  had  induced  him  to  examine  the 
subject  with  some  care ;  and  whilst  ho  claimed 
to  participate  in  the  Just  and  general  K^ri 
paia  to  the  judgment  of  tlie  Judiciary  Comicit- 
tee,  this  inquiry  bod  produced  in  his  mind  a 
strong  impressicai  ag^st  passing  the  bill.  The 
question  was  not  new  to  the  Senate.  The  eeum 
committee,  (although  not  composed  of  the  sama 
members  entirely,)  in  1S23,  reported,  in  de- 
cided language,  against  the  clium.  Upon  a 
state  of  facts,  which  no  subEcqneut  occnrreiica 
had  varied,  the  Judiciary  Committees,  of  the 
last  and  present  sessions,  had  advised  the  par- 
ment  of  the  money.  lie  considered  tlieir 
ports  to  be  defective  and  unsatisfactory,  inas- 
much as,  in  his  opinion,  they  took  a  view  by 
for  too  limited,  of  the  fitcts  which  made  up  the 
history  of  that  extensive  speculation.  The  ees- 
tion  act  of  Georgia,  the  laws  of  Congress  sab- 
sequentiy  enacted,  and  the  proceedings  uuda 
thcm^  wero  stated  w^ith  proper  accuracy,  and 
constituted,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee^ 
the  sufiicient  foundations  of  the  cldm.  A  more 
general  survey  of  the  facts  had  produced  in  lua 
mind  this  result :  tiiat  all  the  claim  or  title  of 
the  purchasers,  under  the  act  of  Georgia,  to 
Yazoo  lands,  must  be  looked  upon  as  property 
obtained  in  consequence  of  a  fraudulent  auvnn- 
tage  over  the  laws  of  the  land.  Ho  spoke  of  it 
as  a  fraud,  because,  indeed,  it  was  such,  and  d 
the  most  pernicious  kind,  corrupting  in  its  pro- 
gross  the  very  fountains  of  legialation.  The 
title  was  of  an  anomalous  nature,  which  existed 
only  because  of  tiie  want  of  power  in  tht  courts 
of  the  country  to  pronounce  upon  the  motives 
of  the  Geoi^a  Legislature.  On  a  second  view 
of  the  subject,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this 
fraudulent  advantage  had  been  lost  in  the  acts 
of  mutual  reference  and  final  decision,  and  lo^t, 
too,  much  more  fairly  than  it  was  obtained. 
And  now,  irfler  a  lapse  of  thirty  years,  the  Ya- 
zoo speculators  were  placed  before  Congress 
upon  the  same  footing  with  other  clumants,  to 
succeed  upon  grounds  of  justice  alone.  But  as 
to  the  intrinsic  justice  of  this  claim,  the  report 
was  as  silent  as  the  grave ;  and  in  that  it  was 
deficient.  To  establim  this  portion  he  would 
go  over  the  leading  facts  in  relation  to  it 

In  the  year  ^795,  in  the  month  of  Febnury, 
ih»  Lcf^slatore  of  iiw^  sold  to  four  onnpa- 
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am  tbe  whole  of  the  territory  of  that  Stato 
To:^  of  the  Alabama  River,  comprisiog  forty 
millioDs  of  acres,  for  the  snm  of  five  handred 
thoonod  dollars.  The  Geoi^a  Hia^ippi 
Cutnpimy  parcbaaed  so  maoh  of  this  tract  as 
hj  between  the  Tombigbee  and  msdssippi 
Rivera,  for  one  hnadred  Vid  fifty  thonsaod  dul- 
Iir&  lie  had  never  heard  a  donbt  expressed 
diot  tliis  traosaction  was  effected  by  thecorrap- 
tioQ  of  both  parties  to  the  sale.  One  foot  was 
to^ient  to  ^aracterizo  tbe  sale  as  a  fraud ;  it 
wafi,  that  every  member  of  either  House,  who 
roted  for  the  bill,  bat  one,  was  interested  in 
the  projecL  One  month  before  the  sitting  of 
ilie  Le^slatnre,  of  the  succeeding  year,  this 
eompiny  sent  an  agent  to  Boston,  who  sold  to 
k  company  formed  in  New  England,  all  right 
ud  title  to  these  lands,  giving  to  those  par- 
chasers  a  peculiar  deed,  miicfa  he  woold  here- 
after aotioe — the  whole  parehase  money  to  be 

Ed  to  three  years,  the  first  Instalment  in  the 
y  following.  It  was  essential  to  remark, 
tbat  this  sole  was  effected  jnst  one  month  pre- 
TioQs  to  tbe  meeting  of  the  Georgia  Legisla- 
tnre,  ind  that  the  first  instalment  was  not  duo 
natilthe  next  Uay.  The  Legislature  of  1790 
v&j  coaveaed.  It  was  formed  of  different  men 
fnxa  those  of  the  preceding  session,  of  men 
elected  by  a  people  who  had  been  grossly  de- 
fuaded  by  their  agents.  Tliey  took  this  mat- 
ter into  severe  consideration,  and,  after  stating 
tbefranda  and  injuries  which  their  constituents 
bad  soffered,  by  the  act  of  their  predecessorii, 
ilier  passed  a  bill  to  rescind  that  act;  thereby 
ibrogatiog,  as  far  as  was  In  their  power,  all 
truuctions  under  its  pretended  anthority. 
the  rescinding  bill  contained  a  clause,  which' 
nude  it  the  dntj*  of  the  Governor  of  Geoi^a 
t«  publish,  throDghont  the  United  States,  the 
(oetgeof  that  law,  the  object  of  which  was,  to 
to  tbe  whole  world  a  knowledge  of  the 
^t&.  Notwithstanding  the  publication  of  tliis 
ut.  several  months  previous  to  the  time  at 
which  the  instalment  became  due,  the  Now 
L-i^rland  purchasers  paid,  in  May,  the  first  in- 
•ttlment  of  two  cents  per  ocro,  and  received 
trim  the  Georgia  Company  the  debts  which 
hid  been  drawn  in  January,  and  lain  in  escrow 
mtil  that  time.  He  had  given  this  statement, 
to  show  the  nature  of  the  speoulations,  as  well 
^ih  regard  to  one  company  as  the  other.  And, 
he  maiotained  that  tbe  New  England  Comna- 
ny  had  no  better  right  to  indemnification  than 
the  Georgia  Company ;  for  they  were  purchas- 
er! with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  frandalent 
tuiuier  in  which  the  act,  aathwidng  the  sale, 
bad  bees  passed. 

[Mr.  K.  then  narrated  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  anbse- 
qnent  to  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia, 
which  ceded  the  Tazoo  lands  to  the  United 
States.  BatU  the  act  of  April,  1814,  when  the 
sun  <it  1,500,000  dtdlars  was  appropriated  out 
(f  the  proceoda  of  the  sales  of  uud,  as  indem- 
>>Sestion  to  the  elaimaiits  of  those  landsj 
A  Boaid  of  CommisBkmerfl^  laid  Ur.  waa 


appointed  to, decide  upon  the  claims;  the  de^ 
cision  was  to  be  final,  and  the  Commissioners 
were  required  to  form  their  opinions  upon  prin^ 
ciples  of  both  law  and  equity  and  were,  more- 
over, bound  tliereto  by  o^.  The  daims  were 
snhmitted,  and  admitted,  witii  the  exception  c^m 
claim  to  indemnify  for  nine  hnndred  thousand 
acres,  which  was  resisted  both  by  the  Georgia 
Company  and  by  the  United  States;  by  the 
fonner,  on  the  ground  tbat  the  New  England 
Company  hod  not  paid  the  purchase  money, 
and  uiat  the  Georgia  Company,  consequently, 
held  an  equitable  lien  upon  it ;  and,  by  the  lat* 
ter,  on  the  ground,  that  the  land  had  been 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Georgia,  and  that 
the  members  of  the  Georgia  Company  had 
either  relinquished  their  claims  to  the  State 
of  Geoi^ia,  or  the  United  States.  The  Neir 
Endand  Company  r«>lied,  that  tlieir  grantors 
had  been  ftiUy  p^d,  by  the  ezeontion  and  de- 
livery of  llie  negotiable  notes  of  its  several 
members;  but  admitted  that  these  notes  hod 
not  been  naid  to  the  extent  alleged. 

Thus,  tnree  sets  of  claims  were  set  np  for 
this  amount  of  the  appropriation :  one  founded 
npon  a  deed,  another  upon  a  fiulare  of  con? 
sideration,  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
founded  npon  the  facta  he  had  stated.  He 
would  submit  the  qaestlon  to  every  member 
of  the  Senate,  (requiring  him  to  discard  the 
technical  notions  of  the  law-schools,)  upon  the 
brood  grounds  of  natural  justice.  Who  hod  the 
better  right  ?  Upon  these  grounds,  could  on 
allegation,  distinguishing  the  rights  and  liabili- 
ties of  the'company  from  those  of  the  individ- 
uals compodng  it,  avul  any  thing  t  These 
notes  remuned  In  the  hands  of  the  Geoigia 
Company,  and  had  not  been  negotiated,  and 
remiunod  unpaid.  Was  it  not  right  that  the 
parties,  in  reference  to  each  other,  should  be 

E laced  in  the  same  condition  as  though  no 
argain  had  taken  place,  for  the  property  not 
actually  paid  for  f 

The  Commissioners  gave  their  demsion  in 
favor  of  the  United  States.  Instead  of  placing 
tlie  decison  upon  the  brood  grounds  he  hod 
adverted  to,  they  gave  a  reason  for  it,  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  it  was  unnecessary.  The 
doctrine  of  an  cqnitable  lien,  as  asserted  by  th« 
Georgia  Company,  was  sustained;  the  oonse- 
^nence  of  which  has  been,  that,  In  all  disease 
Bions  ocmceming  this  deci^on,  the  reason  ^veii 
for  it  has  been  assailed,  and  held  up  as  unsound 
and  fiillacious.  This  was  not  the  only  instance 
of  a  good  decision  for  a  hod  reason.  But,  sud 
Mr.  K.,  it  is  no  inquiry  with  mc,  whether  thif 
decision  be  right  or  wrong ;  nor  is  it  one,  in 
my  view,  ot  all  material  to  the  success  of  these 
petitioners.  The  judgment  of  these  comrais- 
eioners,  upon  all  legal  rights,  was  final.  They 
were  appointed  for  tlie  ultimate  settlement  of 
these  claims,  and  must,  like  all  courts  of  special 
and  limited  jnrisdiction,  thus  constituted,  be 
allowed  to  have  acted  under  a  proper  sense  of 
their  renwnsibUities  and  oaths.  According  tq 
thdr  j^^^;men^  they  did  settle  them,  and  wafc 
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•drantage,  wbicli  had  bean  obtained  in  the 
odicmi  manner  be  bad  deicribed,  was  snr- 
fendered  hj  tfae  agreement  of  all  parties,  and, 
baring  oooe  been  forfeited  hy  tbe  act  of  a  tri- 
bunal, having  ample,  competent,  and  final  jnris- 
diotiwi,  there  was  an  end  to  all  right  of  com- 
^aint  As  to  the  ooncluBive  power  of  these 
Cunmiarioners,  there  coold  be  no  donbt ;  and  it 
vonld  have  been  a  strange  coarse,  to  have 
Tested  them  with  less  than  final  Jarisdiction. 
Tbe  law  so  expressed  it.  Tbe  act  of  1814  bad 
so  other  ponKue  in  view,  and  the  people  of 
tbe  TTnited  States  aapposed  that,  nnder  that 
law,  this  delicate  matter  had  been  arranged 
and  settled  forever.  One  million  five  handred 
tbooaand  dollars  had  been  appropriated,  to 

Siet  pretenn(Hii,  oonfessed  on  all  handa  to 
n  been  oi  frandnlent  origin ;  a  tribunal  was 
ersitod,  betfore  which  these  claimants  might 
bare  ai^ieared  or  not,  at  their  election.  They 
did  appear,  asserted  their  demands,  and  did 
every  other  act  to  manifest  their  willinsnesa 
to  abide  its  determination.  They  received  the 
money  awarded  them,  and  thus  sealed  their 
Hps  against  all  complaints  of  tbe  want  of  power 
In  tbe  jadges.  Had  the  decision  been  against 
tbe  United  States  for  every  dollar  of  the  money 
appropriated,  the  Government  was  witliont  a 
remedy.  And  shall  we,  asked  Kr.  E.,  set  aside 
a  decision  favorable  to  the  Government,  npon 
any  ground  I  Tes^  on  one  ground,  and  on  that 
only-— whoi  a  claim,  intrinsically  Just,  shall 
appear  to  be  unsatisfied.  It  was  well  e^b- 
lished,  that  this  character  did  not  belong  to  tfae 
snl^eet  of  the  present  debate.  He  never  woald 
do  an  act  which  mi^ht  be  otnwtirned  into  an 
admission  of  tbe  pnnty  of  tbe  active  members 
oi  tbe  old  Georgia  Company — ^nor  do  such 
essential  injnry  to  the  people  of  tbe  United 
States,  as  to  take  money  aom  their  pockets, 
to  reward  sach  iniqnity.  And,  above  all,  he 
protested  against  the  revival  of  an  advantage 
aorreptitiously  obtained  over  the  laws  and 
property  of  his  country.  That  advantage  was 
now  extinguished,  and,  as  to  the  interesting 

Soalities,  "  jostioe  and  equity,"  tliis  claim  was 
1  a  condition  of  the  most  abaolnto  destitoUon. 
He  bad  said  he  could  produce  evidence  to 
show,  that  tiie  clidma  m  the  New  En^and 
Company  conld  be  placed  on  no  better  footing 
tiian  those  of  their  grantors,  because  they 
most  have  been  equally  aware  of  the  fraud  of 
the  act  nnder  whicn  the  whole  ^>eGu]&tion  was 
ecmdocted.  Why  were  they  as  welt  acqnainted 
with  the  nature  of  tbe  transaction  f  Because 
General  Washington,  by  a  public  Uessage,  do- 
Bvered  to  Congress  one  month  after  the  parage 
9i  the  obnoxious  law,  and  eleven  months  pre- 
Tious  to  tbe  sale  to  the  New  England  Com- 
pany, nut  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States 
upon  ui^  guard  against  speculating  under  that 
•et  The  resdnding  law  was  passed  and  pub- 
Uabed  several  months  before  tbe  first  instal- 
ment of  tlie  purchase  money  was  pud.  And, 
be  would  not  state  to  tbe  Senate  tb»  wdH-es- 
taUiahed  law  in  refinance  to  aobh  payments. 


[JuRun,  1827. 

Had  tiiese  pec^e  been  ignorant  men,  who 
conld  not  read,  or  would  not,  as  a  matter 
course,  industriously  •  search  for  every  thing 
published  about  a  speculation  on  which  tbey 
were  intent,  a  different  oonduaon  might  be 
drawn.  But  men  who  deal  in  millicms,  an 
furly  chargeable  with  this  noUce,  before  in 
assembly  not  restrained  by  any  other  thso 
considerations  saggested  by  the  duty  of  obeiU- 
ence  to  the  constitution,  and  by  on  intercourse 
with,  and  a  knowledge  of,  men  and  things,  u 
they  really  are.  Could  it  be  believed,  that  the 
complunts  of  the  people  of  Georgia  had  sot 
reached  Boston  before  this  purchase  I  ^ovld 
we  adopt,  in  &Tor  of  tiie  claimants,  so  im- 
probaUe  a  conclnrionf  l%(»Id  we  soppow, 
that  the  notice,  eiyoined  to  be  i^ven  as  s 
matter  of  duty,  by  Uie  Governor  of  Gewgis, 
was  not  pven  ? 

There  was  we  other  &et  he  would  nam^ 
which  constituted  in  all  law,  human  or  divine, 
competent  and  credible  testimony,  to  wit :  the 
volantuy  confessions  of  the  party  himselt 
When  the  New  England  Company  luosed  th«r 
bai^ain,  they  received  a  deed,  containing  s 
covenant,  which  Ur.  K.  would  read,  from  tlie 
elaborate  r^iort  made  by  Uesna. 
Gallatin,  and  Lincoln. 

[He  then  read  on  extract  from  the  deed,  by 
which  it  was  specially  covenanted,  that  there 
was  to  be  no  return  of  the  purchase  mtm^,  ia 
the  event  of  a  failure  in  tbe  title.]  i 

Could  It  be  said,  then,  resumed  Mr.  E.,  tiiat  | 
the  New  England  Company  was  deceived,  that  ! 
their  eyes  were  not  open  to  the  contingnirr 
implied  by  this  clause,  which  secured  the  Geor- 
gia Company  from  all  liability,  however  tbe 
act  of  the  legislature  might  be  construed  t 
The  deed,  In  substance,  spoke  these  words,  sod 
it  is  imposnble  they  conld  have  been  misin- 
terpretea  or  misunderstood :  *^  We  are  selling 
you  a  title  acquired  under  a  law  which  may 
turn  out  to  be  null,  on  account  of  our  viUany, 
or  our  villany  may  so  for  transcend  any  tbiog 
foreseen  by  the  fhuners  of  the  constitution,  as 
to  be  beyond  all  control ;  in  either  event,  we 
keep  the  money,  and  yon  the  land,  if  yon  can." 

In  oonduirion,  Hr.  &.  observed,  that  be 
every  diq)orition  to  appropriate  ^e  ftinds  ai 
the  nation  to  the  payment  of  all  fair  claims 
upon  its  JusUce  or  its  bounty,  and,  whenever 
he  could  be  satii^ed  by  arguments,  not  founded 
upon  trite  and  technic^  notions  of  metaphyrical 
law,  but  those  drawn  from  the  dictates  of  a 

Klain  understanding,  that  this  claim  oagfat  to 
e  allowed,  he  wodd  give  it  his  support  He 
wished  to  be  understood,  and  wonld  recall  to 
view  tbe  positions  he  had  token. 

First  No  title  was  originally  acquired  under 
the  Georgia  act  of  '96,  but  an  advantage,  which 
was  the  <^pring  of  bribery,  which  could  not 
be  disregarded  in  a  court  (tf  law,  became,  for 
wise  reasons,  the  Judicial  power  of  tbe  country 
did  not  extend  to  the  examinatira  ot  the  mo- 
tives of  tbe  L^islative  Iwanoh  of  tlw  Govm- 
moitof  Geor^ 
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S«c(Hid.  This  advantage  bad  been  Tolnntarily 
snrrendered,  and  entirel;^  eitingoiahed,  vitboat 
tDj  finlt  of  the  TToited  States. 

Third.  As  no  peonUar  imddent  to  the  dtdm 
Doir  exiflted,  it  must  be  setded  like  all  other 
dnra^  vpaa  its  inherent  merits. 

Fonrth.  That,  neither  in  the  hands  of  the 
original  purchasers,  nor  of  the  Kew  England 
Company,  conld  anr  sach  merit  be  perceived. 

Hr.  Mais  remarked,  that  he  diet  not  rise  to 
coQtinae  the  discussion,  or  to  answer  the 
elaborate  ailments  of  the  gentieman  who 
bad  last  n>okea.  He  must  saj,  however,  that 
be  thonsht  those  arguments  more  applicable 
to  tbe  biu  of  1814,  at  the  time  of  its  passage, 
tbaii  to  cases  which  have  ^ce  arisen  directly 
voder  that  act.  Bnt,  as  no  gentleman  seemed 
noT  prepared  to  answer  the  objections  offered 
to  tbe  bill,  he  would  move  to  make  it  the 
qiecist  order  of  the  d^  for  Uondsf  next. 

Which  motion  was  adopted. 

SteDXT,  JaonoiT  6. 
B»ad  in  the  Territory  o/  Arhmnu, 

The  bill  to  anthorize  the  President  of  tiie 
IToited  St^ea  to  oaose  a  road  to  be  couetracted 
from  Fort  Smith  in  Arkansas,  to  Naohitoches, 
in  Loobdaaa,  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  BxsiiatoKS,  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  this  snbjeot  was  read. 

Mr.  Chahdlbb  made  a  few  remarks  on  tbe 
amoont  of  tbe  snm  qipropriated,  ($21,000,) 
wbid),  be  observed,  was  greater  than  tbe  esti- 
mate of  tbe  expenses,  by  six  thousand  dollars. 

}iT.  Hendbioks,  in-  answer,  read  from  the 
Toloae  of  last  year's  printed  documents  a  state- 
loent  relaUve  to  the  necessity  for  tbe  constmo- 
tkw  of  this  road. 

Hr.  &BTON  said  that  ho  conndered  this  bill 
to  be  based  on  jnst  and  equitable  principles. 
Tbe  lands  through  which,  and  to  whidi,  this 
nad  wss  to  nuif  were  almost  endnrively  the 
property  of  the  United  States ;  and,  until  a 
road  should  he  cut  to  load  to  them,  tb^y  would 
Bot  be  settled.  He  thought  that,  where  large 
tracts  of  land  were  owned  by  tbe  United  States, 
it  became  a  dnty,  on  their  part,  to  open  facili- 
tiea  of  oonunnnication,  by  the  construction  of 
roada,  as  it  was  the  duty  of  any  other  land- 
ludder.  The  doctrine  had  long  been  sanction- 
•d  bj  Congress,  and  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
■eemed  to  rest  on  plain  principles,  peoidiar  to 
itself  which  pointed  out  the  Jnstioe  of  Hm  up- 
pTopriation. 

Oa  tbe  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
H^roesed,  a  diviuon  was  c^ed,  when  the 
Seoata  leftiaed  to  cononr^lS  to  18.* 

A^onmed  to  llMidar. 

Tdxboat,  Jannary  9. 
tutd  Ihtmh  Atylum  in  Kmtmkif^  Ae. 
The  IhH  to  i»OTide  for  tbe  location  of  tbe 
two  townsbips  of  land  reserved  for  a  seminary 
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of  learning  in  tbe  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to 
complete  the  location  of  tbe  graut  to  tbe  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Asylum  of  Kentucky,  was  thrai 
taken  up. 

Hr.  £ATOir  atid  that,  last  year,  a  stmilar  US 
was  passed ;  but,  by  some  error,  the  looatltm 
of  one  of  the  townships  bad  not  been  madcL 
and  tbe  other  had  been  considerably  diminished 
b^  rights  of  pre-emption.  The  object  of  this 
bill  was  to  settle  tne  location  of  one  of  the 
townships,  and  to  empower  the  agent  of  the 
institution  to  seleot  from  other  lands  as  much 
as  had  been  abstraoted  \tj  the  rights  of  pre- 
emption. 

Hr.  EiNO  wished  to  inquire  why  the  loca- 
tion of  the  one  township  was  to  be  made  at  a 
distance  from  the  other,  and  why  this  bill  was 
brought  forward  to  ask  a  more  advautageons 
allotment  of  land  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Insti- 
tution of  Kentucky  f  For  bis  own  part,  he 
•wn  not  prepared  to  grant  iSba  land  to  that  In- 
stitution. He  had  understood,  at  the  tbne  this 
UU  was  passed,  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  <tf 
an  unfortunate  class  of  society ;  but  be  bad  no 
expectation  that  the  claim  for  that  doss  of  per- 
sona would  be  brought  into  contact  with  tbe 
rights  of  other  individuals.  But  tbe  land,  sud 
Mr.  K.,  had  all  been  selected  in  the  vicinity  of 
tbe  honest  and  industrious  settlers  of  Florida, 
and  mnch  of  it  belonged  to  those  settlers.  He 
did  not  wish  to  injure  those  settlers ;  and  be 
thought  the  nnffur  manner  in  which  the  selec- 
tion had  been  made,  rendered  tbe  institution 
undeserving  of  tbe  boon  that  had  been  granted. 
He  therefore  moved  to  strike  ont  that  elans* 
relating  to  tiie  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  of 
Kentucky,  in  order  that  information  might  ba 
obtuncd  as  to  the  manner  in  which  that  selec- 
tion  of  lands  had  been  made. 

Kr.  Daton  said  he  would  inform  the  gentle- 
man as  to  the  design  of  this  bill,  fdthough  he 
was  not,  perhaps,  so  well  qualified  to  do  It 
satisfactonly  as  some  other  gentiemen.  If  the 
Senate  intended  to  make  it  an  Indian  it 
would  perhaps  be  the  best  method  to  adopt  the 
motion  just  proposed.  But,  if  that  body  meant 
to  act  in  good  faith,  that  certainly  was  not  the 
course  to  be  pursued.  Should  tbe  Senate,  after 
having  granted  tbe  land  for  this  ^>edfic  oljeot 
of  benevolence,  because  by  error  the  loeatloi 
hod  been  made  upon  the  properly  of  other  in- 
dividuals, and  thereby  the  sul^ect  was  onee 
more  subjected  to  le^slation,  withdraw  their 
bounty,  and  say,  because  an  error  bad  thrown 
the  institution  into  their  power,  take  back  the 
appropriation  ?  He  tmsted  not.  If  there  was 
any  fault,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  mnst  have 
been  that  of  the  ^nt.  He  made  the  seleo- 
tions,  and,  if  they  were  made  wrong,  certainly 
tbe  blame  rested  upon  him.  But,  for  his  own 
part,  be  did  not  consider  that  there  was  impro* 
priety  in  tbe  selection.  The  question  of  right, 
he  thought,  evoi  as  it  stood,  was  in  favor  of  tbe 
deaf  and  dumb  of  Kentucky.  Their  daim  ha 
considered  better  than  those  of  the  aettien  of 
Elc^dai  becMue  the  law  was  paased  gnutUng 
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this  towoahip  before  that  granting  the  lands  of 
the  settlers.  He  had  come  to  the  conclasion, 
that  the  law  which  was  first  placed  upon  the 
statute  book  gave  a  better  clium  than  a 
snbseauent  law.  The  right  seemed  clearly  on 
tiie  siae  of  the  College  of  Kentucky ;  but  the 
institution  did  not  contend  for  that  nght,  and 
their  moderation  in  defining  to  urge  what  they 
were  Justly  entitled  to,  deserved  a  better  fate 
than  to  have  the  grant  once  given  them  with- 
drawn altogether.  Scppoaing  that  the  claim 
<tf  the  institntion  to  the  laoa  was  not  as  good 
as  Uie  olaim  of  the  aettlera,  itill  such  a  measure 
would  be  rigid  and  anjast.  The  act  passed 
formerly  enacted,  that  two  townships  should 
be  reserved,  and  one  hod  been  reserved  on  the 
Pascagoula;  but  it  hod  been  considered  ex- 
pedient to  change  the  location  of  the  township, 
and  anoUier  had  been  selected.  This  was  done 
because  the  territory  was  supposed  to  be  divid- 
ed by  two  interests,  and  it  was  an.  extensive 
traet  of  country ;  and,  as  the  ^ants  were  for 
two  institutions,  it  seemed  desirable  that  they 
■honld  be  separate,  and  in  no  way  interfere 
with  each  other. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroaied  for  a 
third  reading. 


WsDNUDAT,  January  10. 
Sale  <if  Reterted  Lead  Minet. 

The  bill  to  authorize  thS  President  to  expose 
for  sole  the  reserved  lead  mines,  in  the  State 
of  Uissouri,  was  then  taken  np,  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  thereon  was  read.  [The 
committee  on  the  public  lands  had  recommend- 
ed the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill.] 

Ur.  Benton  said  it  was  now  four  years  since 
he  had  brought  forward  a  system  of  measures 
with  req>ect  to  I2)e  sale  and  dispodtion  of  the 
pnblio  lands,  of  wUch  the  blU  tmdw  ctmsidera- 
tion  fiwmed  a  part  The  greatest  difficulty  he 
liad  met  with  m  the  prtnecution  oi  this  ^stem 
was  to  find  the  proper  time  for  doing  It.  He 
was  always  met  oy  ftn  ol^ectlon  as  to  the  time ; 
and  now,  as  heretofore,  there  was  a  proposition 
of  indefinite  postponement,  because  the  present 
was  not  a  smtable  time.  He  expatiated  upon 
this  species  of  obiection,  as  more  fatal,  because 
often  insidious,  tLan  direct  objections  in  front. 
He  considered  it  the  bane  of  legislation,  and 
instanced  the  numerous  failures  which  had  oc- 
cnrred  in  the  British  Parliament  on  the  subject 
of  reform,  beouue  a  suitable  time  could  never 
be  found. 

The  bill  had  once  received  the  fovorable  de- 
dsion  of  the  Senate  upon  it.  The  older  mem- 
bers— and  those  who  had  been  here  a  few 
years  might  be  counted  in  that  class — would 
recollect,  that  the  policy  of  scIUoe  out  tJftese 
mines  and  throwing  them  into  the  mass  of 
private  property,  had  been  amply  discussed  in 
this  body,  about  four  years  ago^d  sanctioned 
by  a  vote  almost  unanimoos.  For  himseli^  he 
eonudered  the  whole  business  of  leasing  and 
renting  these  mines^  as  now  carried  on,  to  be 
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unwarranted  by  the  letter  or  by  the  oonstmo- 
tion  of  any  law.  The  superintendent,  Uj 
clerks,  his  ofilce,  and  salaries,  were  all  cd- 
known  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  They  vm 
created  by  establUhin^  a  constmction  upon  a 
construction,  an  implied  power  upon  an  ini- 

Slied  power,  a  pretension  upon  a  pretensioo. 
[e  called  upon  Senators  to  look  into  tJie  orifna 
of  the  supenntendency  over  lead  mines  in  31is- 
sonri,  ana  they  would  find  it  to  be  without  law, 
and  above  law. 

He  adverted  to  the  power  delegated  to  die 
agent  to  make  reservations,  and  the  extent  d 
those  made.  The  law  aathorized  the  resem- 
tion  of  mtTw*,  and  everybody  knew  that  a  mioe 
was  a  point,  a  pit  in  the  earth,  from  vhidi 
was  dug  ores  and  minerals.  Tet,  this  agent, 
instead  of  reserving  mina,  was  covering  tha 
face  of  the  country  with  reservations.  He  toot 
a  township  at  a  time,  with  honses,  hms, 
orchards,  and  arable  land.  In  this  way  he  had 
already  reserved  about  660,000  acres,  eqaal  to 
one  thousand  square  miles,  and  was  stQI  goin; 
on.  Patents  were  denied  to  formers,  vlioia 
lands,  purchased  at  public  sale  firom  the  United 
States,  woe  thus  reserved ;  and  theowuv  bal 
the  option  to  take  haek  hfs  purchase  and  lose 
his  improvements,  or  go  Into  the  eootti  d  the 
United  States  for  a  traet  of  land  whidt  would 
not  pay  a  lawyer's  fee.  Such  a  pc^ey  was  not 
only  injurious  to  individnala,  bnt  to  die  wlx^ 
mineral  region  of  country. 

He  adverted  to  the  provisiona  of  the  biU. 
They  directed  the  mines  to  be  advertised  in 
every  State  of  the  Union  for  six  rnontiu  before 
they  were  sold.  This  would  bring  bidders 
from  all  distances,  would  attract  capitalists 
from  all  quarters,  and  ensure  a  soffinent  com- 
petition at  the  sales.  It  would  bring  moch 
nKmey  into  the  treasury  for  |»t)per^  which  | 
wasnowvsriesa;  bntheeonrndOTeatbeanoimt 
to  be  derived  from  the  aalea^  as  a  triBe  com- 
pared to  the  benefit  which  wookl  accrue  to  the 
Oovemment  fotnu  the  inoreaaed  wealth  eni 
pomilation  of  the  country. 

The  amount  of  dntiea  paid  upon  articles  of 
foreign  prodnt^on,  now  consumed  the 
miners,  was  worth  more  to  the  Govemment 
than  their  paltry  rents,  and  if  thrown  open  to 
individual  enterprise,  if  covered  witii  Urge 
capitalists,  and  worked  on  a  scale  prc^rtiim^ 
to  their  extent  and  valne,  this  amount  of  duties 
would  be  proportionably  ioereascd.  He  con- 
sidered the  wealth  of  the  Govemment  to  eoB- 
sist  in  the  wealth  of  its  citizens,  and  that  It 
was  the  dnt?  of  the  Government  to  prmu^ 
the  wealth  of  its  citlcma.  He  looked  upon 
the  present  mode  of  managing  these  mines,  as 
a  species  of  granny  and  fc^,  in  which  the 
rights  of  in^viduals  were  invaded,  and  a  sover- 
eign State  iqjnredf  withoat  profit  to  the  Federal 
Government. 

He  said  it  was  right,  oocasionally,  to  recur  to 
first  principles.  It  wonld  be  well  to  do  so  on 
the  present  occasion,  uid  see  if  this  Federal 
Government  woaere^ed  for  the  peC^  bowM 
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of  leasing  loul  mines  and  salt  spriogs.  Cer- 
ti'nlr  it  was  created  for  no  such  insigaificaot 
parp(>^  but  for  Uie  great  par|>oae0  of  peace 
anil  Tar,  and  forelsn  raaUoDS,  and  a  IIbv  other 
o\i}vtts  «  nniTersoTcoiioem  to  the  whole  Union. 

TJhho  irho  framed  the  constitatlon  woald 
hin  wonted  the  idea  of  making  the  Federal 
(ioreramcDt  a  lead-mine  digger,  and  a  salt- 
water boiler ;  and  even  now  a  proposition  to 
iniond  the  constitation  to  give  sncn  a  power, 
TiHiId  be  rejected  with  contempt.  Yet  we 
exercise  the  power,  and  have  exercised  it  for 
Tsaaj  years,  witboat  law  or  constitation,  but 
b?  iostnietions  from  the  Executive  GoTcrn- 
meot  The  lead  which  is  collected  is  sold  by 
sfeots,  although  the  constitution  it  is  the 
propertr  of  the  United  States,  and  can  only  be 
sold  by  on  act  of  Congress.  He  concluded  bjr 
siring  tiiat  the  bill  was  well  guarded.  It  did 
iiot  compd  the  sale  of  the  mines,  but  only  por- 
mitted  it  It  merely  removed  die  inhibition, 
i&d  left  It  to  the  dis^vtioD  of  the  F^wddent  to 
order  the  aalca  as  he  should  think  proper.  lie 
U-tiefed  that  no  porson  conld  wish  to  aee  this 
f^Kfies  of  property  held  and  wielded  by  the 
FeilersI  Goremment.  Ho  rested  npon  the  for- 
mvr  iuidi\1ded  opinion  of  the  Senate  in  favor 
■)f  dL'lirering  up  these  mines  to  tlie  activity  of 
i>iivi(]iud  enterprise,  and  hoped  that  the  bill 
^"ald  receive  tbcir  &vorabIe  consideration. 

Ur.  BiBToy  said,  that  he  should  offer  only  a 
ftT  remarks.  He  considered  this  bill  as  good, 
ibd  as  well  drawn  as  could  be  wished ;  but  ho 
M  not  agree  in  the  opinion  that  it  was 
•li^titouthorize  the  salesof  the  lead  mines  at 
t!ie  prcscDt  moment.  This  bill  made  it  the 
■Ijty  of  the  Eieeative  to  canse  the  valne  t^tho 
mines  and  their  advantages  to  be  set  forth  in 
alv^rtisements.  But  he  believed  the  surveys 
ud  examinations,  to  enable  the  Government 
!•>  do  this,  were  now  making.  The  general  law 
iud  ^iSed  the  reserving  and  surveying  of 
'■'id  mines;  bat  had  not  pointed  out  where 
'^'■^  mines  were.  The  system  which  had  been 
!^)<':'t«d  fioemed  to  be  as  good  as  any :  the  Ex- 
riniive  was  following  np  a  course  of  measures 
*lich  wonld  obtain  the  knowledge  necessary 
I"  fulSl  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  The  infor- 
nu'lna  required  conld  not  be  ^ven  unless  ac- 
•fl\nd  by  the  means  now  in  operation  by  the 
Eii-rutire.  Wbenever  that  shonM  have  been 
tS.-cted,  the  bill  conld  go  into  effect  beneficially, 
ud  he  thooght  the  opwing  of  these  mines  to 
tte  wliolo  commoDity  would  bo  blghly  advan- 

Ur.  BcTTON  remarked,  that,  twenty  years 
the  United  States  appointed  on  agent  to 
r-vtrt  on  ttie  sabject  of  lead  mines,  lie  had 
i  90.  Besides,  it  was  witliin  his  knowledge, 
tl:jt  a  Mr.  Anstin,  engaged  in  mining,  had,  at 
t!i>'  rcjuest  of  the  tJnite<l  States,  made  a  report 
•'3  tlie  subject.  These  reports,  and  nnmerous 
wiivn,  came  before  Ur.  Jefferson,  than  whom 
B(>  man  was  more  attentive  to  every  source  of 
oattnnal  wealth.  There  were  many  other  re- 
puns  ia  the  hands     the  Goveninunt,  made 


by  persons  appointed  as  their  agent>i,  with  a 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  whose  duty 
was  to  explore  and  superintend  tlieso  mines. 
Bo  that  volumes  of  reports  must  already  have 
been  made  upon  the  sul^cct  of  these  lead 
mines.  In  fact,  a  volume  of  reports  was  pub- 
lished about  three  years  since.  That  this  moss 
of  intelligence  was  authentic,  was  supported 
upon  the  authority  of  the  old  adage :  nobody 
sees  further  into  the  millstone  tlian  he  who 
picks  it " — and  no  one  could  bo  supposed  to  be 
more  correct  than  persons  on  the  spot,  whose 
business  it  was  to  survey  tiie  couotry  and  make 
reports  of  their  discoveries.  Reports  had  been 
made  for  sixty  years — nay,  ho  might  say  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty  years :  oiid  he  main- 
tained, that  at  this  moment,  there  was  as  much 
infonnation  within  the  rrach  of  the  Executive 
as  was  at  all  neoeaary.  The  abstract  which 
would  be  pubUshed'of  the  mines,  would  givo 
enough  information  to  the  general  and  unin- 
terested reader,  and  give  leading  hints  to  Uie 
nerson  designing  to  purchase.  But  he  should 
nave  a  poor  c^nion  of  any  man  who  would 
invest  money  in  ^rojperty  of  this  kiud  on  the 
faith  of  any  dcscnption,  without  going  to  the 
country,  and  cxamming  for  himself.  But  the 
bill  docs  not  enjoin  upon  the  President  to  put 
up  tho  property  for  sale  at  any  given  time ; 
and  those  who  had  confidence  in  the  President 
in  matters  of  far  greater  iihport:iiico,  would 
surely  have  no  fear  that  he  would  injure  the 
interest  of  the  community  by  hurrying  the 
sales.  The  advertisement  would  go  to  all  ports 
of  the  country,  and  a  peraon  who  was  dispotwd 
to  invest  his  money,  wonld  go  to  the  place 
designated,  and  trust  to  his  own  ears  and  eyes 
before  he  purchased,  and  with  a  judgment 
funned  on  toe  gronnd,  he  would  make  his  bar- 
gain. There  was  nothing  in  tliis  bill  to  prevent 
fhrther  reports  from  coming  in.  It  was  care- 
fully  guarded,  and  placed  in  the  President'a 
hands  the  entire  discretion  as  to  tlie  time  of  the 
sole. 

Mr.  HoLMBs  did  not  rise  to  throw  light  upon 
the  snbject,  for  he  confessed  ho  was  completely 
in  the  dark  with  respect  to  it.  He  had  always 
been  opposed  to  reserving  mines;  for  ho 
thought  they  ought  to  be  open  to  individual 
enterprise.  But,  lie  tiiought.  if  he  now  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Brx- 
Tox,]  that  they  were  about  to  authorize  tho 
President  to  sell,  before  ho  knew  what  he  was 
selling.  It  was  true,  tho  purchaser  would 
know  all  about  it.  But  that  would  be  no  re- 
commendation, as  it  would  place  tho  parties  on 
an  inequality  ;  the  purchaser  M'ould  Itnow  tho 
value  of  what  he  was  buying,  but  tho  Executive 
would  not  know  what  it  was  selling.  He, 
therefore,  thought  Congress  ouglit  to  let  tho 
President  know  what  he  hod  to  sell,  before 
they  bestowed  the  authority  npon  hitii. 

Mr.  Bexton  said,  that,  as  to  information, 
there  hod  already  been  at  least  ftvn  hundred 
pagi'--<  i^riutcd  upon  the  subject 

Mr.  UoLMis  rejdied,  that  he  should  not  ha 
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inclined  the  sooner  to  rely  on  this  information 
from  its  quantity.  He  should  wish  to  have  a 
person  sent  to  make  a  general  and  accurate 
survey,  and  ^ve  definite  information  before 
any  sale  was  made.  We  knew  that  a  great 
deal  had  been  printed — ^for  we  were  f<md  of 
displaying  ounelves  on  paper :  but  he  widied 
to  see  a  fdan  with  the  pr<^>er  drawings,  mapa^ 
&c.,  before  the  matter  was  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Eentocky,  did  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  last  on  the  floor.  It  did 
not  seem  to  1dm  absolutely  necessary  that  all 
the  particulars  of  the  property  should  bo  point- 
ed out,  before  it  was  exposed  to  sale  to  the 
highest  bidder.  Wo  only  wanted  to  know  that 
there  were  lead  and  salt  mines :  to  know  that 
they  have  been  rented  by  the  United  States, 
and  what  tbey  would  produce.  Indeed,  all 
was  known  that  was  at  all  necessary.  He  had 
heard  sufficient  on  both  sides  to  convince  him 
that  the  President  might  go  and  sell,  and  re- 
ports still  continue  to  be  made.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  this  nation  had  become  too  much 
nke  a  connting-honse ;  disposed  to  deal  in  many 
matters  of  detail  which  wonid  be  better  left  to 
be  transacted  by  individuals :  and  whenever  he 
found  an  opportunity  to  lop  off  any  of  the 
branches  of  the  business  of  this  counting-honse 
he  was  disposed  to  do  it.  He  did  not  mean  to 
insinuate  that  these  matters  were  not  well 
managed,  and  on  sound  principles — ^it  was  con- 
ducted by  agents,  and  if  they  were  sometimes 
actuated  by  improper  motives,  they  were  gen- 
erally honest  men.  The  principle  with  him, 
however,  operated  in  this  cose.  Hero  was  a 
bratich  of  the  business  of  the  Government 
which  could  be  odvantageonsly  lopped  off,  and 
in  a  matter  which  womd  be  with  more  pro- 
priety left  to  the  transaction  of  individnols. 
One  word,  and  he  had  dcaie.  It  would  bo 
awarding  to  the  several  States  a  dignity  and 
importance  in  the  management  of  their  local 
concerns,  to  resini  into  their  hands,  in  in- 
stances like  this,  ue  disposition  of  their  prop- 
erty ;  in  order  Uiat  the  officers  of  the  General 
Government  might  not  go  on  continually  in- 
creasing to  the  prejudice  of  the  affairs  of  those 
States.  The  committee  had  reported  in  favor 
of  the  bill — all  parties,  he  believed,  were 
agreed :  he  should,  therefore,  vote  against  the 
indefinite  postponement,  and  shonld  vote  for 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  CHANnLBB  Bud  he  hod  no  donbt  the 
President  would  use  sound  discretion  in  not 
bringing  the  whole  of  ^e  valuable  mines  into 
market  at  once,  and  thns  ii^ure  their  value :  but 
he  thought  it  better  to  insert  an  amendment, 
so  03  to  authorize  him  to  bring  them  in  from 
time  to  time.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  and  amendment  on  Uie  taUo;  whidiwas 
agreed  to ;  and 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Soadt  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  then  billed,  and 
the  bill  from  the  House  to  provide  fi»  laying 


[Jasvabt,  1S3T. 

out  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  vt» 
taken  up.  The  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject,  in  the  other  House,  and  sevoal  otha 
documents,  were  read ;  among  whidt  was  a 
letter  from  Mtyor-General  Brown. 

Ur.  Hkndiuokb  aaid^  that  he  could  only  re- 
commend this  bill  to  the  Senate  by  (Erring, 
that  the  improvementB  contemplated  bgr  it  vm 
of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  pntitni  of 
the  country  through  which  the  roads  were  to 
pass;  and  that  they  came  liefore  the  SeoAU  | 
widi  the  sanction  of  the  m^ority  of  the  other  i 
House.  I 

Mr.  CniNiiLSB  observed,  that  he  should  irid 
to  strike  out  the  a]>propriation  for  the  least  im- 
portant of  the  oojects  contemplated,  as  oar  i 
funds  were  not  in  the  most  prosperous  coodi-  \ 
tion.   He  perceived  that  two  roads  were  to  be  , 
run  from  Detroit,  and  he  would  move  to  strike  , 
off  the  appropriation  of  26,000  dollars  for  tbtt 
one  which  led  to  Chicago.  He  wotdd  not  press  ! 
this  motion,  if  the  Senate  were  convinced  of  tb«  : 
necesdty  <«  both  of  these  roads.   He  imly  de- 
sired to  retrench  as  much  as  possible. 

Hr.  HsNDBicra  sud,  that,  from  many  eon* 
siderations  this  road  was  c<H)Bidered  tobeof 
great  importance.  He  would  not  ask  the  So-  ! 
ate  to  hear  all  the  documents  on  this  snl^ect, 
but  would  direct  their  attention  to  some  pas- 
sages in  the  letter  of  Governor  Cass. 

[He  then  read  several  sentences  from  thst 
document,  recommending  this  road  as  one  of 
great  ntility,  both  in  a  mercantile  and  militsry 
point  of  view.] 

He  said  it  was  important,  as  it  was  to  go 
through  the  heart  of  tlio  Potawatamics,  one  (tf 
the  most  powerful  of  the  Indian  tribes.  Be 
stated,  that  through  the  whole  trade  there  wai 
not  a  white  person,  and  Uie  land  was  a  per- 
fectly barren  desert  Govemcv  Cass  had  stated 
that  the  construction  of  this  road  would  ha^'e  a 
great  effect  on  the  prices  of  public  lands,  as  it 
went  through  a  great  portion  of  those  lands. 
This  effect  was  fairly  calculated  from  the  re- 
sult which  had  followed  the  opening  of  tl)4 
Black  Swamp  road.  The  Governor  also  stated 
that  the  Commissioners  had  been  followed, 
while  making  their  survey,  by  pers<»is  degring 
to  purchase  land — from  which  he  argoed  tbst 
the  opening  of  the  road  would  greatly  accel- 
erate the  ndea  of  land^  and  Augment  tbnr 
prices. 

Ur.  Smrn,  of  Maryland,  Bappoeed  that  the 
roads  now  contemplated  woala  he  of  great  im- 
portance, conld  they  be  made,  and  kept  open, 
xbr  military  pnrpoBe^  in  case  of  a  war.  Sat 
we  had  some  experience  of  roads  not  k«>t  io 
order,  frqra  which,  perhaps,  some  nseftil  hints 
might  be  drawn^  Much  money  was,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  expended  in  m^ng  a  road  in 
Florida,  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augnstine.  The 
pines  had  been  cut  down  and  Uio  road  levelled; 
but,  there  being  no  travelling  upon  it,  a  growth 
of  oaks  in  a  »w  years  sprang  up,  in  place  of 
the  pines,  and  rendered  it  impaasable,  until 
fiirtfaer  e^enw  ihoald  bo  laid  out  npoD  it  If 
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tho  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  conld 
sot  be  travelled,  and  would,  in  the  lapse  of  a 
feir  years,  be  again  obstmcted  by  the  growth 
of  a  new  forest,  it  would  be  useless  to  cut  them 
throogh.  Whether  the  growth  of  wood  was 
nmilir  to  that  in  Florida,  and  whether  the  re- 
sult wonld  be  the  same,  be  did  not  know ;  bat 
the  maUer  was  worthy  of  om^eration. 

Ur.  Bmosr  had  so  often  pressed  upon  the 
FnUed  States  the  neoesu^  of  making  roods 
.titroogh  their  lands,  that  it  was  hardly  neces- 
arf  to  say  that  he  was  in  favor  of  this  bill. 
Xbe  principle  was  well  established.  As  far 
back  as  twenty  years  since,  a  highly  reffpectablo 
ronuDittee  of  this  body,  of  which  Ur.  Giles,  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Geoi^o,  were 
nentbers—mea  unsurpassed  for  discernment 
ud  sbiltty — made  a  report  in  which  the  prin- 
ti[ile  was  impressed  npon  Congress,  tliot  it  was 
Uie  daty  of  the  Government  to  make  roads 
tbrotigh  their  lands.  The  consideration  of 
duty,  and  the  strong  recommendation  of  the 
Coaimande!r>ittHihief  of  the  Array,  seemed  to 
bim  saffident  groands  for  advocating  this  ap- 
prqviatini.  Bat  all  of  na,  said  Mr.  B.,  have 
oorown  knowledge  of  the  necessity  of  the  pro- 
tisoiL  There  was  not  a  Senatoc  who  did  not 
tiw¥  the  position  of  the  road  from  Detroit  to 
Chicago,  and  its  importODce,  from  its  contiguity 
b  Canada,  held  by  s  foreign  power.  It  was 
(olj  from  the  wont  of  roads  that,  in  many  in- 
txa.tt&,  great  difficulties  wore  experienced  by 
Mir  forces  on  the  frontiers  during  the  late  war. 
It  raa  impossible  to  transport  provision  or  am- 
Biimition  to  our  troops  placed  m  distant  posts ; 
aiti  many  disasters  which  occarred,  would 
■vver  have  taken  place  had  there  been  good, 
or  even  bad  roads  throtuh  that  wild  tract  of 
temiory ;  setting  aside  toa  immense  ezpendi- 
tm  Tbidi  the  GoTemment  was  forced  to  inonr 
on  aceonnt  of  this  deficiency.'  While  Congress 
VIS  expending  hcndreds  of  thousands  on  the 
Kibosrd,  was  it  Jost  that  their  eyes  should  be 
tliat  apon  the  necessities  of  the  frontim  ?  Kot 
tttat  he  was  inimical  to  these  appropriaUmis  for 
^  marine  States :  ho  had  advocated  those  ob- 
but  he  also  wished  appropriations  to  be 
t°ade,  whenever  they  were  required,  on  the 
*trtem  frontier  of  the  country. 

IHio  among  the  gentlemen^  present,  did  not 
inBanber,  and  almost  shudder  at  the  recotlec- 
to  Iiave  read,  while  his  blood  was  frozen 
^  horror,  v£  the  massacre  of  CSiicago? 
"mat  and  children,  the  aged  and  tbe  help- 
ni.  were  mordered  by  the  mthless  savages  in 
^  tnekleas  forest,  whence  there  was  no  path 
hf  flight  He  tnisted  that  the  Government 
VMld  not  neglect  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
tius  (rentier,  that  such  a  scene  might  not  occur, 
dxrald  war  ag^n  overtake  ns. 

The  people  of  the  West,  Mr.  B.  said,  paid 
mora  tlun  any  others,  of  equal  numbers,  to  the 
"tpport  of  the  public  Treasury :  they  paid  a 
nilHoD  and  a  half  annually  throngh  tiie  Land 
(^cet:  nearly  another  miUum  throogh  the 
<>ubKn  Boom  at  N«v  QrlAiiiB)  and  then  a  fan 


proportion  of  the  customs  collected  at  Balti- 
more, Fhiladelphia,  and  Xew  York,  and  even 
something  to  Boston.  This  arose  from  their 
crasampuon  of  foreign  goods,  as  they  hod  not 
manufootOTies  which  fumiebed  fine  cloths  and 
cottons,  as  the  people  of  New  England  had ; 
imd  they  pud  for  more,  in  proportitm  to  their 
namben,  than  the  people  of  the  other  parts  at 
the  oootttry. 

He  could  not  refrain  from  smiling,  when  he 
heard  it  boasted  that  New  York  pud  twenty 
millions  in  duties.  For,  in  the  western  coun- 
try, the  taxes  were  far  more  hnrthensome,  and 
their  contributions  to  the  revenue  of  the  Unit* 
od  States  for  greater,  in  proportion,  than  those 
of  the  Atlantic  States.  Nor  ought  they  to  be 
deprived  of  their  sharo  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture. If  the  documents  of  the  Land  Omco  of 
Detroit  were  examined,  it  would  be  foond  that 
it  was  the  most  productive  in  the  country ;  and 
since  that  section  of  the  Union  was  paving  its 
share  of  taxation  and  tribute  to  the  Govern- 
ment, he  flaw  no  good  reason  why  a  share  also 
in  the  hmeflts  &wiQg  frtmi  it,  should  not  be 
granted. 

Mr.  Ohaxdux  ohserved  Hiat  he  had  fonnd  a 
new  objection  to  the  bill,  in  the  fact  of  its  fan- 
ning through  one  of  the  States  of  tiie  Union. 
He  nod  at  first  supposed  that  it  was  to  be  made 
entirely  through  the  Territories.  He,  there- 
fore, was  now  in  favor  of  the  postponement.* 

Mr.  RcooLEs  said,  that  the  portion  to  be 
made  through  a  State  sovereignty  might  be 
stricken  out,  if  that  was  on  objection  to  the 
bill.  Ho  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  necessity 
for  t^e  road,  and  the  inconveniences  to  which 
the  inhabitants  were  now  subjected  from  the 
want  of  one.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Sifrrn)  would  oonsent  so  to  modify  his  motion 
as  to  postpone  It  to  a  oertMn  d^r,  that  the  bill 
might  not  be  entirely  lost. 

Mr.  SHiTn,-of  Maryluid,  assented  to  this 
suggestion. 

Mr.  NoBLx  said  he  could  not  bnt  regret  that 
any  proposition  should  be  made  for  the  purpose 
of  defeating  the  bill.  He  moved  that  it  l>e 
taken  up  on  Monday  next ;  and,  in  order  that 
it  might  then  be  taken  up,  he  moved  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

The  question  npon  this  latter  motion  being 
then  taken,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table. 


Thdbsdat,  January  11. 
The  Senate  was  tMs  day  occupied  on  private 

business 


F&iDAT,  January  IS. 

Salary  of  the  Potttaatter  Oeneral. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Post- 
master General  was  read  a  second  time,  and 


*A  ttriUng  Inatanea  of  the  dlfltorenMi  between  making 
nwdi  In  Statei  and  Torritoi1e»— ttw  rcAdiljr  voting  for 
them  la  Territories  who  were  reatraiaed  \j  CQastltatloDal 
atjtaaUoH  from  doliif  ao  la  Slatai. 
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taken  up  for  consideration.  [Tlie  biil  propoees 
to  make  the  salary  $6,000.] 

Mr.  JonseoN,  of  Kentncly,  observed,  that, 
as  luB  opinions  on  this  bill  ■were  chiefly  com- 

Ertscd  in  the  report  which  had  just  been  read, 
e  could  say  little  in  addition  upon  tiie  aabjcct 
He  remarked,  that  Qi&  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  wore  eqnally  important  with 
those  of  the  Uead  of  any  other  Department  in 
the  Government ;  and  tiiat  the  Individual  labor 
devohing  upon  that  functionary  was  far  great- 
er than  that  of  any  other.  He  had  discharged 
his  duty  with  zeal  and  application,  and  in  a 
manner  so  advantageous  to  the  public  that  it 
was  highly  dosIral>le  to  place  him  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  other  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  Beed  advocated  the  bill,  and  Epoke  in 
high  terms  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Post- 
mh^er  Oeneral  performed  the  dntiea  of  his 
office. 

Mr.  BRAVcn  said  fae  was  for  from  being  in 
favor  of  nosing  salaries  in  general  cases ;  he 
was  rather  in  favor  of  cutting  down.  But  in 
the  case  of  the  Postmaster  General,  his  opinion 
was,  that  it  required  to  be  increased  to  an 
c<|uality  with  the  compensation  received  by  the 
other  Ilcads  of  Departments.  The  duties  of 
tliis  Department  seemed  to  him  to  incur  more 
responsibility  than  any  other ;  the  people  were 
more  immediately  dependent  upon  it :  and  the 
liberty  of  the  country  was  intimately  concerned 
in  the  good  regulation  of  this  important  Dc- 

Eortnient.  It  was  imposuble  that  a  man  hold- 
\g  an  office  so  important  should  be  able  to 
snbdst,  in  the  present  mode  of  living,  on  the 
salary  now  given  to  the  Postmaster  General. 
It  was  not  to  put  money  in  the  pocket  of  an 
individual,  that  he  ahonlu  vote  lor  this  bill,  but 
to  compensate  services  of  great  value  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  Holmes  knew  one,  and  but  one  incon- 
venience, in  having  a  very  good  public  officer. 
It  was  this — that  when  yon  rwse  his  salory  for 
a  zealous  performance  of  his  duties,  liis  succes- 
sor, not  BO  good  or  so  able,  come  in  for  his 
share  of  the  advantage.  Mr.  II.  said,  how- 
ever, that  he  should  vote  for  an  increase  of  the 
BAlory  of  the  Postmaster  General,  because  he 
liked  him :  becimse  he  respected  him  as  a  fatth- 
fhl  and  zealons  functionary.  He  was  the  Head 
of  a  Department,  the  duties  of  which  required 
as  much  ability  and  integrity  as  any  of  the 
other  Departments;  and  for  more  industry. 
During  the  recess  of  Congress,  tlio  Secretonea 
might  go  on  excursions  into  the  country ;  but 
the  Postma-ster  General  could  not  do  it,  as  liis 
duties  required  his  incessant  attention;  and 
they  would  probably  always  require  the  same 
degree  of  industry.  They  saw  plainly  enough 
the  talent  and  exertion  which  tlie  office  re- 
quired, and  why  not  pay  tho  incumbent  ac- 
cordingly ?  Tliis  single  officer,  in  tho  arrange- 
mcitt  of  salaries,  has  been  left  behind  his  class. 
Xhe  otlier  Ueada  of  D^urtmantai  he  believed, 
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were  satisfied  witli  tho  pay  they  reccited;  a 
any  rate,  Congress  was  satisfied  with  it ;  tni 
now  the  object  was  to  bring  up  the  compcn* 
tion  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  an  eqnilit; 
with  other  officers  of  the  same  rank. 

Mr.  WooDBCiiT  sdd,  that  the  bill  canie  into 
the  Senate  from  the  House,  doring  the  hA 
week  of  the  lost  session ;  and  the  my  mm 
why  it  did  not  then  pasa,  was,  that  the  incnut 
of  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster  General  m 
coupled  with  the  increase  of  other  tilan«^ 
which  met  with  opposition  in  the  coomiiUfc, 
and  delayed  tho  subject  until  the  scsaioa  tern- 
nated.  The  opinions  of  the  whole  «oiDiiiiltt( 
were  in  favor  of  increodng  tlie  salarj  d  (lie 
Postmaster  Gener&L 

The  question  being  then  taken,  tlie  bill  vas 
ordered  to  bo  engrossed  for  a  thinl  rctding,  b; 
a  large  miyority. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  M<mday. 


Monday,  Jannary  IS. 
Salary  of  the  Pottmatter  Oeneral 
Tho  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  saltTr  of 
the  Postmaster  General  was  read  a  third  lime ; 
and,  on  the  question  being  put,  "  Shall  tbiibiH 
pass?" 

Mr.  CoBD  colled  for  tne  yoos  and  navs. 

Mr,  KANDOLPn  then  rose,  and  sdd,  Ihst  » 
ho  could  not  vote  for  this  bill,  he  tlioufbl  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  assign  some  nasom  for 
his  dissent — dthough  ho  was  perfectly  inre 
that  it  was  rather  the  duty  of  mo  propos«s  i^ 
tho  bill  to  assign  reasons  for  its  passage  Sir, 
s^d  Mr.  R..  tliis  bill  is  in  itself  an  innova^ 
— it  Is  a  taking  up  singly,  on  tho  notion  of  t 
Senator,  the  s^tt  of  one  officer  of  the  Gwr- 
emment,  and  possmg  npon  it,  without  taking  > 
review  of  tho  salaries  and  duties  of  the  wbwe. 
In  tiie  mode  of  bringing  it  forward,  it  is  ei- 
ceptionable — but  it  is  btill  more  eiccptiwable 
in  principle.  Mr.  President,  tliis  is  a  qoKtiea 
which  ought  to  be  decided  without  the  slight- 
est allusion  to  the  incumbent  of  tho  office.  I 
shall,  therefore,  abstain  entirely  frora  adverung 
to  him— I  look  to  tho  office— to  tho  dDty-W 
tho  emolument ;  and  not  the  man.  The  ofi« 
of  tho  Postmaster  General  has  been  hkem  » 
others,  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  bears  m 
likeness — it  has  been  likened  to  tlic  oQlre  n 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  bnt  the  ooiupanaffl  is 
in  every  respect  exceptionable:  for  you»iiJ 
recollect  tha^  to  that  <^ce,  tho  peace  acd  bp- 
piness  of  the  country  are  confided.  I  viHl 
examine  the  other  offices  to  which  it  bft.- beea 
likened ;  but,  in  its  nature,  the  office  of 
master  GcneI^al  is  purely  ministerial— is  I'J^^'^j 
in  the  scale  than  thoso  of  the  other  lliai.^ 
Departments.  Sir,  I  shall  say  noiliing  of  l.-'^ 
salaries  of  tho  other  offices,  'ffhclhcr  or  D''- 
they  aro  too  high,  is  not  now  the  suhjwi  ri 
consideration — but  I  am  clearly  of  ^'"^ 
that  we  are  about  to  take  a  stepH"*^*!!^ 
I  was  going  tosi^'— but  I  will  say,  inespe^^ 
We  are  about  to  make  an  addittonof  two 
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und  dollars  to  tlie  salary  of  the  Postmaster 
GeQcral.  Sir,  the  present  salary  of  that  offi- 
cer, in  any  of  the  States,  would  bo  consid- 
ered a  luge  and  adequate  compensation  for 
iny  office  within  those  States.  Ilave  the  Sen- 
ate considered  well  this  measare  ?  Ilave  they 
consdned  that,  by  this  bill,  they  will  place 
the  compeasntioD  of  the  Postmaster  General 
one  tbonsmd  dollars  above  that  of  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  one  thou- 
mi  dollars  above  that  of  tlie  Chief  Justice  of 
Coited  States?  Ur.  President,  yon  know, 
tad  we  an  know,  that  there  never  was  a  time 
more  inaoapicioas  than  the  present  to  on  in- 
cressa  of  public  expenditure.  Those  who  have 
seen  St  to  remark  npon  my  public  life,  will,  I 
K'licve,  allow  that  I  was  never  a  penurious  or 
a  pommonious  politician.  I  always  wished  to 
compensate  public  servants — I  always  consid- 
ered the  laborer  worthy  of  bis  hire ;  but,  in 
this  case,  I  consider  the  hire  fully  wwthy  ttf 
tbe  laborer.  Sir,  was  there  ever  a  time  when 
money  was  more  searoo  f  when  we  wwa  more 
adauKiishcd  to  Uie  practice  of  economy?  or 
vbeo  the  aspect  of  oar  affairs  was  more  nn- 
promisng?  Sir,  in  the  part  of  the  conntrr 
imm  Tiiuh  yon  and  I  come,  there  is  a  dearth 
vhicb  treads  nnon  the  heels  of  famine — ^nor  U 
^iHres9  and  aepression  partial  or  limited. 
Ili»e  reasons,  and  many  others  that  I  could 
eanmerate,  indnce  me  to  oppose  the  passngo  of 
tlie  bill;  and  I  move  th.it  it  bo  re-committetl. 

Ifr.  Bbakoii  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Vir^nia  was  uncero  in  the  expression  of  his 
oiiioioD.  He  had  always  respected  the  opin- 
im  of  that  gentleman,  but  in  this  cose  bo 
BaFt  differ  from  him.  In  making  a  comparl> 
■n  of  the  aaSarj  ot  the  Postmaster  General 
viA  (hat  of  tho  Vice  President,  a  com]iarison 
of  the  datiea  of  the  two  offices  ought,  in  Jus- 
tice, to  have  been  mode.  The  office  of  tho 
Vice  President  was  almost  n  nominal  one.  It 
vv  true,  that  the  present  Vice  President  had 
wnainly  fulfilled  his  duty  in  tho  office ;  bat, 
in  cwnporison  with  those  of  the  Postmaster 
Gaeral,  his  dnUos  were  merely  nominal.  Ho 
^iwgfat  tho  services  of  the  Postmaster  General 

tte  utmost  importance  to  the  country,  con- 
^vr  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  did 
iiKtlunk  that  the  compensation  of  that  func- 
iioauT  should  he  as  great  as  that  of  the  other 
Htads  Departments.  But,  was  he  borne 
nt  by  befell  Had  it  not  been  shown  that  the 
mtt  of  the  Postmaster  General  were  so  ar- 
^p<x»  and  engroariog,  that  he  had  not,  dnring 
aa  whole  time  of  service,  been  able  to  absent 
tuQuelfftom  his  office?  The  other  Ileadsof 
IJ^partments  had  it  in  their  power  to  traverse 
taecoontTT;  to  visit  our  Legislatures;  to  do 
bendes  their  dnty,  and  even,  at  times,  to 
o-ike  our  Senators  tremble.  Not  so  with  the 
Postmaster  General.  Would  to  God  all  the 
ijber  ofBcers  of  the  Government  were  as  ex- 
cliairely  devoted  to  their  duties,  and  as  entire- 
ly conSoed  to  their  own  sphere  of  action.  In 
luicaae,helud  set  oat  in  a  ooaviotitHi  that 


the  bill  ought  to  pass;  and,  much  as  he  re- 
spected the  gentleman  from  Vii^iuia,  ho  must 
still  persevere  in  his  opinion.  He  [Mr.  li.]  rep- 
resented a  portion  of  the  country  which  wjis 
bumble  in  its  pretensions  as  to  compensation  ' 
for  services ;  and  he  was  no  advocate  for  ex- 
orbitant aalorics.  But  he  did  not  think  this 
country  exhibited  many  snch.  If  wo  looked  at 
most  of  our  publio  officers,  wo  shotild  perceive 
that,  instead  of  getting  rich  upon  their  offices, 
many  of  them  were  bonkrupts.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  would  never  prescribe  to 
one  officer  a  style  of  living  different  from  that 
of  others  of  the  same  rank.  That  gentleman 
knew  tho  inveteracy  of  habit,  and  what  was 
due  to  society.  The  Postma'^ter  General  must 
and  ought  to  live  like  a  gentleman,  lie  spoke 
of  tho  office,  and  not  of  the  individnnl — who 
was  allowed,  on  all  hands,  to  be  a  valu.".bIo  offi- 
cer— and,  in  comparing  the  duties  and  labors 
of  that  office  with  those  of  others  of  a  rimilar 
grade,  ho  came  to  the  conelasion  that  the  in- 
cumbent, from  the  natnre  and  extent  of  his 
services,  had  a  just  claim  to  a  salary  eqnal  to 
those  of  other  Ilends  of  Departments. 

The  question  was  then  token,  and  the  bill 
passed,  by  the  following  vote ;  and  was  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  ooncnrrencc. 

Teas. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Conton,  Berrien, 
Bouligny,  Branch,  Chamberv,  Chnse,  Clavton,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Hurriaon,  Ilayno,  Ilolrnrs,  John- 
son of  Ey.,  Jobnaon  of  Lon.,  Kudo,  King,  3Iark;3, 
UcKinley,'  Hills,  Noble,  Reed,  Kobbina,  Rowan, 
Rodney,  Rugglca,  Sitnford,  Smith  of  Md.,  Smith  of 
S.  C,  Thomas,  Van  Buran,  and  Woodbury — 35 

Nats. — Mofars.  Batemon,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Kr.if;ht,  ilacon,  Randolph,  Bcymoor,  Tatewell, 
and  Williams— 10. 


FniDAT,  January  10. 
Selitf  of  th£  Sufferert  at  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Haurison  rose  and  said,  that  he  waa 
about  to  ask  of  the  Senate  the  greatest  indul-- 
gence  ever  asked  for  on  any  occasion,  since  be 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  fioor.  The 
motion,  however,  which  he  was  about  to  make, 
was  one  so  consonant  to  the  generous  feelings 
of  the  members,  that  he  trusted  no  objection 
would  be  offered  to  it ;  and  that  the  exigency 
would  be  a  sufficient  argument  in  &vor  of  the 
dispensation  of  the  rule  which  he  intended  to 
ask.  He  beneed  leave  to  introduce  a  lull,  with- 
out the  usntu  fbrmalitles  of  a  previous  notice, 
for  the  reUef  of  the  sufferers  by  the  fire,  which 
yesterday  spread  devastation  through  the  neigh- 
boring city  of  Alexandria.  It  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  Mr.  H.  to  make  a  speech  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  he  hoped  no  sucb  display  of  nr- . 
guments  would  bo  necessary  to  awaken  in  tho 
minds  of  gentlemen  a  proper  feeling  upon  the 
subject :  for,  while  they  were  deliberating,  the 
women  and  children  whom  the  conflagration 
of  yesterday  had  deprived  of  their  homes, 
were  suffering,  excepting  so  far  as  they  had 
been  reUevea  by  pnvate  benevoloioe.  Ko 
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conBtitntional  objeotioa  conld  be  raised  to  this 
maimer  of  dispensiag  the  fandi  of  the  country, 
and  they  were  left  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
humanity.  It  was  proper  to  connder  what  Alex- 
andria formerly  was,  and  what  she  now  is. 
Once  she  was  a  component  port  of  the  great 
State  of  Virgiuio,  claiming  protection  from  the 
sovereignty  of  that  State— that  protection  bad 
been  resigned ;  and  she  was  now  a  part  of  this 
District,  and  bad  no  Legislature  to  look  to  for 
assistance,  but  to  the  Congrees  of  the  United 
St.ites.  Uad  she  remained  in  her  former  con- 
dition, the  Legi&Iature  of  that  great  Btate,  now 
in  session,  would  doubtless  have  made  an  ap- 
propriation adequate  to  the  misfortunes  of  the 
suflerors.  Bat  now  they  hod  no  other  hope  of 
protection  and  succor  than  from  Confess ; 
they  hod  no  other  appeal  hat  to  tho  Lnited 
States.  Hr.  H.  then  ostced  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
ten  tiioosand  didlara  for  uie  relief  of  the  indi- 
gent snflbrers  hy  tiie  late  fire  in  Alexandria,  to 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor  of  that 
dty,  to  be  ^sposedof  by  him;  which  was  read 
twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Kr.  Babton  opposed  the  hill.  lie  thought 
it  a  subject  upon  which  it  would  be  improper 
and  inexpedient  to  legislate.  If  the  losers  had 
insured  their  property,  which,  in  most  cases,  it 
was  orobable,  had  been  done,  the  sufferings 
woula  not  likely  be  so  great  as  had  been  ima- 
gined. To  moke  their  sufferings  the  subject  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  struck  him  as  needless,  as 
tbey  would  experience  the  aamo  extension  of 
sympathy  and  assistance  which  hod  been  given 
to  other  places,  when  overtaken  Ij  similar  dis- 
asters, by  iodividnol  oontributiim.  He  must 
also  oppose  an  impropriation  by  Congress, 
made  on  a  sodden  occasion,  which  always  cre- 
ated feverish  excitement,  and  led  men  to  advo- 
cate measures,  which,  in  momonts  of  cooler 
reflection,  they  might  have  felt  it  their  duty  to 
oppose. 

Hr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  Uiat  the  people 
of  Alexandria  were  peculiarly  situated;  they 
were  under  the  care  of  the  United  Stat(«,  and 
it  was  more  Incumbent  npon  Congress  to  extend 
protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  ^e  District, 
than  to  those  of  nny  other  individual  portion  of 
territory  in  the  United  Stat^  The  gentleman 
from  lussoori  had  said,  th^  the  pnyperty  was 
chiefly  insured ;  but  he  had  not  tuen  into  con* 
deration,  that  oidy  two-thirds  of  the  volne  of 
buildings  was  ever  iosured,  as  the  insnrance 
officers  guarded  themselves  in  this  manner, 
from  the  effects  of  too  great  a  security  on  the 
IMirt  of  those  who  insured ;  who  might,  if  en- 
tirely shielded  from  loss,  become  neglipcot. 
And,  even  supposing  the  bnildings  to  have  been 
insured,  there  was  a  great  part  of  the  property 
lost,  on  which  it  would,  doubtless,  be  very 
difficult  to  effect  insurance,  because  its  value 
could  not  easily  be  estimated.  In  this  incle- 
ment season  of  the  year,  when  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  persona  wore  thrown,  by  such  disaster, 
Upon  the  benevolence  of  those  who  were  also, 
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in  some  degrees,  saffcTcrs ;  when  persons  who 
yesterday  were  living  in  plenty  and  comfort, 
were  to-day  deprived  of  the  means  of  shdler  i 
and  Bubfflstence;  it  was  no  time  to  cacTsa  i 
coldly  the  extent  of  the  snffering,  or  the  pn^ 
ability  of  their  receiving  saccor  elsewhere. 
Many  instances  of  misery  might  be  broo^t 
before  the  Senate,  but  he  would  mention  ool/  , 
one;  it  was  that  of  a  widow;  who  h«d,iiiv- 
vions  to  this  calamity,  lived  in  plenty  upon  ber 
means,  and  who,  by  the  event  of  yesteroiy,  htd 
been  made  destitnte.  And,  fJiould  it  be  Eiid 
that  Congress  shut  their  hands  to  distress  b'ke 
this  ?  Should  they  turn  from  a  oonfiagratinn 
which  took  place  widiin  their  sight,  and  vith 
heartless  indifferenco  bid  the  snflerers  look  to 
the  charity  of  their  fellow-citizens  for  relief! 
Ue  hod  hoped  that  this  proposition  would  bare 
passed  the  Senate  «u&  silent  to;  and  he  tu 
somewhat  surprised  that  it  had  encountered  tf- 
ponUtm.  It  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  bf  tbe 
gentleman  from  Missouri  as  a  new  case.  Bnt  it 
was  no  new  case.  Con^^vsa  had  furmnff  ex- 
tended snnilar  reUef  to  other  snflerers;  Ifaej 
had  appropriated  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  tbs  j 
sufferers  of  Loguayra;  and  hod,  even  dimng  | 
this  session,  allowed  persons  having  lost  Uitir  | 
lands,  by  the  earthquake  in  Missouri,  to  locsis 
on  other  lands.  Why,  then,  Fhould  thev  m- 
fuse  to  grant  relief  on  an  occasion  whicb  es 
justly  colled  for  their  nssistMieet 

Mr.  CnAXDLXB  sud,  that  by  this  bill,  thojwcre  I 
called  upon  to  ^ve  relief^  which,  if  it  dcpccdi>l  ' 
on  his  own  will,  he  should  not  feel  dii<po»(l  ; 
to  withhold.  He  did  not  feel  less  for  those  wlio  ; 
had  suffered  than  the  KwUeman  frtnu  JUrr-  | 
land ;  but  if  he  [Mr.  C.J  were  to  vote  for  tlui  ; 
bill,  what  should  he  be  able  to  sqr  to  a  ponioa  ' 
of  his  constitnenta,  who  had  been,  within  two 
years,  visited  with  a  calamity  immcasnrsUT 
greater  than  that  upon  which  tliey  were  dot 
commenting)  It  was  known,  that,  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  a  conflagration  took  place  last  jtar, 
which  covered  fiity  miles  sqnore,  dc«troyitig  < 
houses  and  bams,  and  even  the  produce  of  tbt  , 
field.   But  the  people  in  that  country  had  re- 
ceived no  relief  from  Congress;  he       not  ; 
tbinkthey  hod  any  right  to  expect  it,  nor  did  be  ' 
think  Congress  was  bound  to  bestow  it  in  iMs  ; 
instance.   Ue  was  willing  to  put  bis  hand  into 
his  pocket  and  give  as  freely  as  any  one  towards 
this  object ;  bnt  he  could  not  aappcRt  tlic  biQ 
under  oourideration.   Ue  deelarea  to  God  be 
conld  not  pnt  his  hand  into  the  pocket*  of  his 
constituents,  who  bad  suffered  equally  by  the 
same  devouring  element,  and  give  their  laoitf 
to  relieve  those  who  had  been  ii^arcd  ia  tliia 
ease.   He  certainly  woold  have  assented  tu  it 
hod  not  bis  sense  of  duty  directed  bim  other- 
wise.  If,  however,  this  was  now  done,  a  pre- 
cedent would  have  been  established;  and  on 
other  occasions  it  would  be  necessary  to  make 
appropriations  for  tbe  relief  of  other  citi^ 
Tbe  argument  that  Alexandria  was  in  tlie  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be 
a  satis&otoryone,  nod  oertauily  had  no  powff 
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to  amnnoe  bis  miod  that  the  measore  would 
be  I  eorraet  one. 

ILr.  Bmtuf  was  not  OOTKwed  to  the  di^>en- 
HtioD  of  one  vi  the  rales  of  the  Senate :  but  ho 
ru  of  opioion  that  ther  otuht  not  all  to  be 
Hs^Baea.  with.  lie,  uterefore,  thought  the 
ongfat  now  to  take  its  usual  course ;  and 
vi^ed  that  It  might  have  a  reference  to  the 
■[^H^riate  oonunittee.  Their  decision  was 
rerr important  in  this  case;  and,  meanwhile 
the  distresses  of  the  sufferers  might  be  aUeviated 
in  tbe  manner  pointed  out  br  the  gentleman 
fritn  Kune,  as  be  presumed  all  would  give  ac- 
citfding  to  their  means.  He  moved  that  the  bill 
l>e  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Uie  IMstrict  of 
Colombia. 

Tbe  qaesUon  being  taken,  the  bill  was  re> 
femd  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 

Adonmed  to  Ifonda J. 

TinBDAT,  January  23. 
Alexandria  Suffvren. 


Tbe  bin  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  sufferers 
br  the  late  fire  at  Alexandria,  was  then  taken 
Bp,  and  read  •  third  time. 

Hr.  XoBU  called  for  the  yeas  and  nqrs  on 
the  qnestios  of  the  passage,  which  were  order- 
ed ud  wen  m  follows : 

Tzis— UcMrsL  Batenutn,  Benton,  Boaligny, 
Btaoeh,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clftytoo,  Dickerson  of 
tttm,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hsyne,  Hendricks, 
Hottnei,  Johnson  Ej.,  Joboston  of  Lon.,  Kane, 
£ia^.  Knight,  Maries,  Milk,  lUdgelx,  Robbius,  S*n- 
Ibnl,  ScTmoiir,  Smith  of  Md.,  Thomas— ST. 

Xats— MesBim.  Burton,  BeU,  Cbandl«r,  Cobb, 
fiodkj,  Macon,  Noble,  Sandolpb,  Beed,  Rovao, 
KuFSIMi  Santh  of  &  Taaowell,  Tan  BweD, 
Tbiie,  WQIejr,  WilhiM  «. 

So  tbe  Un  passed,  and  was  returned  to  the 
Bow  of  BepressntaaTes. 

MoxuT,  January  29. 

Littery  Jbr  ikeSdU^ifr.  Jgj^BnnCt  XwtUalh 
£ktaU. 

Vr.  Hatxx  rose,  and  said,  he  had  been  re- 
stated to  present  a  petition,  which,  from  its 
cliuacter,  as  well  as  the  quarter  from  which  it 
mie,  would,  he  was  sure,  receive  the  most  re- 
pycctful  condderation  from  the  Senate.  It  was 
1  l>etition  from  the  family  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 
It  did  nut  ask  for  any  pecuniary  relief^  nor  did 

itCi;mpt  to  enlist  the  generous  sympathies  of 
American  people,  in  behalf  of  the  daughter 
of  ih«  man  whoso  name  alone  would  be  a  sure 
[4"port  to  the  confidence  and  protection  of 
t^'.ry  American.  It  merely  requested  the 
ia'Ktion  of  Congress  to  an  arrangement  by 
»bich  the  corporation  of  this  city  have  agreed 
lu  lend  their  ud  to  effect  an  object,  which,  it 
*■»  brfieved,  would  accomplish  the  wish  near- 
e«t  the  heart  of  Hr.  Jeffiirson,  of  placing  his 
(•ol;  sorvtviog  cbOd  in  a  state  of  independence. 
It  ii  known  to  tlie  American  people^  said  Ur. 
IL,  that,  dming  tbe  last  yean  of  his  lUis^  llr. 


Jefferson's  affurs  were  considerably  embarrass- 
ed. This,  it  is  well  underwood,  was  not  oc- 
casioned by  any  thing  that  coidd  be  Jusdy 
attributed  to  him  as  a  fault.  Some  unforeseen 
misfortunes — ^tbe  great  depreciation  of  real  es- 
tates— but,  above  all,  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  be  was  placed,  brought  upon  him,  in 
his  old  age,  thoae  calamities,  of  which  we  have 
all  hearo^  and  which  we  have  all  deplored. 
He  retired  from  the  Presidential  cbf^r,  the  idol 
of  the  party  of  which  he  had  so  long  been  the 
efficient  head,  and  found  himself^  daring  the 
latter  years  of  his  life,  in  possession  of  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  oU  classes  of  tbe  com- 
muniW.  Ho  was,  indeed,  regarded  as  tho  pa- 
triarch of  liberty,  and  his  house  became  a  shrme 
to  which  its  Totuies  made  their  annual  pil- 
grimages. Henoe  it  was,  that,  in  the  exercise 
of  wlmt  has  been  so  happily  called,"  a  HberaL 
though  frugal  hospitality,"  he  became  involved 
in  pecuniary  difficulties,  'When  placed  in  that 
situation,  it  is  known  to  all  who  now  hear  me, 
tbat  he  disdained  to  ask  or  to  receive  from  his 
country  any  assistance  beyond  the  grant  of  a 
lottery,  the  whole  object  of  which  was  to  dis- 
pose of  his  estate  at  its  apprtdsed  value.  To 
those  who  may  be  disposed  to  accuse  ns  of  in- 
gratitude towards  Ur.  Jefferson,  it  is  proper  to 
say,  that  he  obtained  all  that  he  desired ;  and, 
OS  he  most  positively  and  publicly  declared,  all 
tbat  he  would  have  consented  to  receive.  That 
he  did  not  attempt  to  av^  himself  of  a  popu- 
larity without  a  parallel,  to  put  himself  at  onco 
above  his  difficulties,  proves  tbat  he  ^ed,  as  he 
lived,  true  to  his  principles.  It  is  known  to 
the  nublio  that  the  lottery  granted  by  the  State 
of  Virginia,  had  not  been  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion at  tbe  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  decease :  but 
it  is  not  so  generally  known,  that  he  died  in 
the  belief  that  it  would  soon  be  brought  to  a 
successful  termination ;  nor  that,  in  his  will, 
(which  is  now  before  me,  written  with  his  own 
hand,  but  a  few  days  before  his  death,)  he  bos 
made  a  distribntion  of  his  estate,  manifestly 
founded  on  this  belief.  It  is  needless  for  me  to 
state  the  catisea  which  have  hitherto  delayed 
the  completion  at  the  lattery ;  and  it  Is  only 
necessary  for  me  now  to  say,  that  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  mode  with  the  emporation  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  by  which  the  Jeffferson 
lottery  is  to  be  so  connected  with  the  lotteries 
established  here,  as  to  accomplish  all  the  objects 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  in  view.  This  has  oeen 
effected  through  Messrs.  Yates  and  Mclnt^re, 
who,  with  a  liberality  entitled  to  all  praise, 
have  made  tho  most  satisfactory  arrangements 
on  this  subject.  The  only  difficulty  in  the  way 
arises  from  the  charter  oi  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, which  restricts  them  from  any  lottery,  ex- 
cept such  as  distribute  money  prizet.  Tlie  ob- 
ject of  this  petition,  therefore,  is  to  obtain  an 
act  of  Congress,  giving  authority  to  the  corpo- 
ration of  Washington  to  connect  the  Jefferson 
lottery  with  those  ther  are  now  authorized  by 
law  to  estabUsh — an  aqect  which,  I  trust,  wiU 
be  aooompUshed  without  otjeotion  or  difScolty, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2S8 


Kr.  II.  then  presented  the  petition  of  Thomfts 
JelTcrson  Kandolpb,  exeontor  of  Thomas  Jeffor- 
Eon,  praying  for  an  act  of  Congress,  for  the  pur- 
posed abovo  mentioned. 

The  petition  was  read ;  and,  on  motion  of  Ht. 
IIatnb,  referred  to  the  Oconmitteo  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colnmbia. 

TnuBBDAT,  Febroary  1. 
J)utributwn  of  S*tfmte. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Diceebson,  the  "  bill  for 
the  distribution  of  a  portion  of  the  Rovenne  of 
tlie  United  States  among  the  sovorol  States," 
TTQs  taicen  up. 

The  bill  is  in  the  following  words : 
'*ABIU  to  proTido  for  the  distiibation  of  a  part  of 

t!te  Revenues  of  the  United  States  unong  the 

scTeml  States  of  the  Union. 

**S€  it  moeted,  ^v..  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  tod  required,  under  such 
legaUtions  as  he  may  think  proper  to  prescribe,  to 
divide  amoDgst  the  Bcvero)  States  of  the  Union,  in' 
the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  the  sum  of  fire  mixtions 
of  dollars,  on  the  lirst  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight;  fire  millions  of 
dollars,  on  the  first  day  of  JonuarT,  one  thousand 
eiftht  hundred  and  twcnty^iine ;  na  intUions  of 
doUars,  on  the  first  day  <^  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty ;  and  fire  milUous  of  dol- 
lars, on  the  first  day  of  January,  ono  tbousaadelght 
hundred  and  thirty-one ;  which  sums  shall  bo  taken 
from  the  annual  sum  of  ten  niilUons  of  dollars  ap- 
propriated to  the  Sinking  Fund,  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  approved  on  the  third  day  of  Uarch, 
ono  thousand  eight  hnndrod  and  Borentecn,  entitled 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  tho  pub- 
lic debt.'" 

Hr.  BioKSBSON  olweired :  Bj  this  bill  it  is 
proposed  to  diride  among  the  several  States, 
m  the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  five  millions  of 
doUars,  annually,  for  four  years,  commencing  on 
the  Ist  of  January,  1828.  This  is  intended  as 
an  ciperirocnt,  which,  if  successful,  will  no 
doubt  bo  followed  by  nn  adoption  of  its  princi- 
ple, in  a  more  permanent  form. 

One  object  of  this  bill  is,  to  provide  funds  in 
all  the  States,  for  the  purposes  of  education  and 
internal  improvement  by  a  mle  which  shall 
operate  justjy,  eqntUly,  and  harmoniously, 
tnroaghout  every  part  of  the  Union. 

Another  otijeot  is,  to  transfer  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  tho  States  the  implication  of  a  part  of  tho 
■nrplns  fdnds  of  tho  Oeno'al  Government,  and 
thus  relievo  Oongress  from  a  weight  of  le^- 
latioD,  which,  from  its  mass  olono,  is  becommg 
tntly  formidable,  bat  much  more  so  from  its 
producing  a  concentration  of  power  in  tho  Gen- 
eral Government,  never  intended  to  be  vested 
there  by  those  who  formed  our  constitution. 

It  is  not  intended,  by  this  bill,  to  oiercise 
any  control  over  those  funds,  after  tho  same 
shall  have  been  distributed  to  the  States.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  inquire  whether  Congress 
have  this  power  of  control  or  not,  when  it  is 
very  evident  tliat  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
exercise  it,  even  if  the7  have  it. 


[Fmscwt,  185?. 

No  uniform  rule  could  be  adopted,  as  to  tie 
objects  to  which  these  funds  Ehoiild  be  ai>pli-}j. 
in  the  different  States.  In  the  Eastern  Slatt-s 
where  they  have  long  been  improving  iheir 
roads,  and  where  they  have  brought  tbcia  to  s 
high  state  of  perfecUoo,  by  the  &p[dicati(>n  cf 
their  own  metm^  their  dividends,  in  a  gnat 
measure,  vonid  be  qii^ied  to  thecstablialimeitt 
of  schools  and  seminaries  of  leaning.  la 
Western  States,  where  ample  fands  have  beta 

Srovided  for  the  purposes  of  edocatioo,  thtir 
ividends  would  do  applied  chiefly,  to  the 
making  of  roods  and  canals.  In  the  middle  aci 
Southern  States,  their  dividends  would  bo  sp- 
plicd,  in  more  equal  portions,  to  those  impor- 
tant olMects.  In  all  these  application!:,  buv- 
over,  the  States  can  judge  much  bettor  for 
themselves,  than  Congress  can  Judge  fur  theio. 

It  is  proposed  to  take  these  di\'i(]€nds  frt-m 
tho  ton  millions  of  dollars  annually  oppropiiaud 
to  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  reduction  of  Ou 
public  debt,  by  the  set  of  the  8d  of  Uaicb. 
1817.  This,  no  doubt,  will  startle  tha«;  if 
there  be  any  such,  who  bdteve  this  fond  to  \* 
a  sacred  deposit,  which,  by  some  une:ii'bised 
operation,  is  working  ont  a  redemption  of  '<hB 
public  debt.  It  will,  however,  excite  no  ekno 
with  thcwe  who  know  that  it  has,  in  no  respcci 
whatever,  the  character  of  that  kind  of  ^inklrg 
fund,  which,  upon  the  recommendatiou  of  Dr. 
Price,  wos  adopted  in  Great  Britain,  for  tie 
redemption  of  the  debt  of  that  couotry:  tot 
that  it  is  simply  a  resolution,  reduced  to  d 
form  of  law,  to  apply  ten  millions  of  iolljir^, 
annually,  to  the  rtMlemption  of  the  debt  uf  tls 
United  SUtes,  adopted  when  that  debt  vti 
nearly  twice  its  present  amount,  and  when  it 
was  more  necessary  to  ^mropriate  ten  nultwa 
for  that  ptupose,  than  it  u  to  appropriate  firs 
millions  now. 

But  if  there  should  be  objections  to  takins 
these  dividends  from  this  ftmd,  they  msr  bt 
taken  from  other  parts  of  our  revence;  al- 
though, in  that  case,  it  wonld  be  found  sects- 
sary  to  reduce  their  amount. 

This  ten  millions  of  dollars  is  not  tbc  whole 
of  the  Sinking  Fund ;  any  stuplus  in  tho  Trtsf' 
ury,  at  the  eud  of  ony  year,  above  all  spprct-'i' 
ationa  for  the  year,  and  leaving  in  the  Tres^orr 
two  millions  of  dollars,  is  also  appropri&t<il  ^ 
this  fbnd.  These  surpluses  might  bo  calcnlst^d 
safely  at  three  or  four  millions  a  year,  if 
appnmriations  do  not  greatly  exceed  the  t-onmlt 
of  moacntion ;  andthetwomilli4»i9lieretof<  K 
reserved  ia  the  T^reasuty,  beyond  all  qipropnir 
tions,  mi^t  also  be  applied  to  the  Sa^fig 
Fund. 

Boad  in  tht  Territory  of  Arlanmt,  A. 

The  bill  to  construct  a  road  from  a  point 
posite  Uemphis,  in  Tennessee,  to  Little  Kwk.  '■a 
Arkansas,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Hkitdricks  offered  two  sections,  « 
amendments,  authorizing  the  constrncticn  (« 
ft  road  from  Fort  Smith,  in  Arkansas,  t*»  fi« 
Towson,  out  Um  Bed  Biver,  which,  Ur.  H.  »!>*  | 
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semd,  eonstitQted  a  ixartion  of  tbeUll  r^eoted 
I  feir  dan  •nnoe,  deprived  of  the  objection 
then  thai  Uie  rood  ma  to  nm  tnrangh 
the  State  i»  Loniaiaua. 

A  desultory  debate  took  place  on  the  adop- 
tioD  of  the«e  amendmenta,  in  vhioh  Uessra. 
HErTDRioxa,  Johhboit  of  Kentoeky,  Bmtm  of 
Mtiyland,  Hasbisok,  Chaitdleh,  JoHNerON  oi 
Loaisiaiu,  and  BntBnir,  participated;  when, 
■fter  K  slight  alteration,  the  amendments  were 
adopted,  sod  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  wdered 
to  be  cngroaaed  fat  a  third  reading.* 

The  bin  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  dntj  on  im- 
ported salt,  vas  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Siirra,  of  Harfland,  said,  that  the  idea 
^  this  bill  first  sprang  from  the  Committee  on 
Agricoltiire ;  and  the  ant^etd  had  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  had  report- 
ed the  bill  last  year,  and  acain  the  same  bill 
tills  rear.  Hie  dn^  (m  unpn^ed  salt  did 
not  amoont  to  a  rery  great  sam.  Since  the 
war,  it  had  produced  an  average  of  660,000 
didlars  annoally ;  bat  it  was  not  intended  to 
ndnce  the  dnty  but  one-half.  An  advantage 
voold  arise  out  of  it  of  an  increased  coosump- 
&>a;  03  many  farmers,  who,  from  the  present 
lijh  prices,  oould  not  afford  to  salt  their  cattle, 
would  do  it,  and  the  increase  of  consumption, 
in  this  way,  would  be  much  greater  than  was 
ia  general  supposed.  The  deficit  in  the  reve- 
BiH,  which  this  reduction  would  occasion, 
*oiiId  amoont. to  only  about  160,000  dollars 
this  jear,  and  the  same  sum  the  ensuing  year. 
His  idea  was,  Uiat,  if  the  duty  was  reduced, 
Bore  of  Hna  article  would  be  eonsnmed,  and 
ihastbeincivase  of  demand  would  redress  the 
dcihietioo  from  the  dnties.  Other  eentlemen, 
hoveror,  were  better  acquainted  wiui  the  sub- 
ject than  himself  and  he  looked  to  them  for 
tetiier  information. 

Sr.  Houns  observed,  that  it  wonld  be  rec- 
oiltcted  that,  when  this  proposition  was  first 
tadt  lart  year,  he  had  opposed  it,  upon  the 
rocnd  that  it  would  destroy  the  bounty  now 
pfiJi  to  the  fisheries,  which  was  connected 
*i*Jli  the  duty  on  salt.  The  fishermen  of  the 
Tnited  States  were  jnsUy  considered  a  valuable 
which  the  Government  was  bound  to  en- 
vnir^  as  fjtf  as  possible;  as  producing  the 
Kamea  on  whtmi  the  commeroe  of  the  country 
*u  to  depend.  The  bounty  on  the  fisheries 
*t3  establLshed  at  the  same  time  that  the  duty 
was  first  levied  on  salt,  and  was  considered  as  a 
und  of  drawback  upon  that  duty ;  and  the 
reason  of  it  was  that  many  gentlemen  had  scni- 
flts  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  give  a 
^"int.T  on  any  successful  enterprise.  These 
dtwlft  j  would  Lave  entirely  prevented  the  en- 


*  Aanthcr  itraiig  lutoiiM  of  tha  dlfhrence  nmlDtnlncd  b»- 
tvwaiaada  la  StotM  and  Terrltorles—Uio  bill  bfltog  now 
PMMd  «MwBt  a  dlTliloB  la  Sonata  (bdng  t«  tba  Tntl- 
^  tt  ArtMiMQ  vUdi  waa  Utm  nifeeted  beoHiM  It 
■nAil  Oa  state  «CLmiMana. 
You  1X^19 
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conragement  of  the  fisheries,  as  a  nursery  for 
seamen,  had  it  not  beoi  for  this  combination  of 
tiie  two  provirions.  Great  injury  to  our  oom- 
mercial  interests  wonld  liave  arisen  out  of  a 
fulure  to  allow  this  bounty ;  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill  in  the  first  place,  because  it 
would  bring  with  it,  as  a  natural  consequence 
the  repeal  of  this  bounty* — ^not  that  any  such 
proposition  was  made  in  the  biU — ^but  from  the 
act  that  both  of  the  provisions  were  connected ; 
therefore,  what  affected  the  one,  must  touch 
tho  other.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  think  it 
is  of  great  importance  to  retain  this  bounty.  It 
is  g^ven  on  uie  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  not  ac- 
cording to  the  Hucoess  of  the  fisheries ;  and 
if  fishermen  remain  six  months  in  tins  em- 
ployment, they  share  the  botuityt  let  their  voy- 
age prove  BoooesBftal  or  not.  Id  a  bad  year, 
this  encourages  and  sapports  them,  and  ther 
are  willing  to  go  cm,  and  risk  agdn  the  vidsd- 
tndes  of  t£eir  venturona  pursuits.  Were  it  not 
for  this  encouragement,  a  run  of  bad  luck  wonld 
dishearten  them,  and  the  result  would  be,  that 
our  own  native  fishermen  would  desert  the 
business,  and  this  neglect  would  throw  the  fish- 
eries into  the  hands  of  t^e  fishermen  of  other 
nations,  who  wonld  supply  our  consumption  of 
the  article,  while  our  great  nursery  of  seamen 
would  be  entirely  broken  up.  If^  as  prodactivo 
of  sailorSj  the  EngUah  Gtovemment  considered 
the  fisheries  of  the  greatest  value,  (and  the  same 
opinion  had  been  etpreaaed  by  our  own  Qovem- 
ment,  and  was  acknowledged  by  all,)  then,  any 
act  which  should  endanger  the  prosperity  <n 
this  branch  of  our  fndurtry,  ought  to  be  most 
studiously  avoided;  snd  no  measure  which 
would  tend  to  break  up  this  nursery  of  one  of 
the  most  useful  classes  of  men,  ought,  if  possi- 
ble, to  be  adopted.  It  was  doubted  now,  aa 
well  as  formerly,  whether  Congress  had  a  right 
to  fix  this  bounty,  except  as  a  kind  of  draw- 
back upon  the  duties  on  salt ;  and  if  they  re- 
pealed the  duty,  the  bounty  wonld  follow.  Aa 
to  the  services  rendered  by  the  fishermen,  they 
were  of  great  value.  The  products  of  their  in- 
dustry were  the  products  of  the  sea,  and  little 
other  capital  than  the  labor  and  enterprise  of 
these  hu-dy  mariners,  waa  required  to  carry  it 
on :  in  facL  labor  only  was  wanted,  and  uiat 
must  be  had,  or  Hm  trade  would  fidl  to  decay. 
We  were,  then,  admonished  to  encourage  those 
laborers,  by  evenr  motive  of  public  interest. 
TTie  revenue  produced  by  the  importation  of 
salt  now  amounted  to  an  average  annual  pro* 
duct  of  600,000  dollars.  Could  the  Govern- 
ment spore  so  largo  a  sum  at  this  period  !  "Were 

*  TUa  b  tba  tnia  rasMn  ftr  the  nortbcaatera  a^odtloB 
to  tb«  r«|>Ml  ofth*  Mlt  Uz— «i  oppoaiUon  which  itUl  keaps 

up  a  fragment  of  th«  Aatf,  enoogji  to  cany  tba  imported 
aalt  to  tbo  ciutom  hooac,  and  to  throw  the  trade,  in  th«  im- 
porting cities,  into  tho  bands  of  ragrat«t%and  to  enable  them 
to  donbla  the  price  to  Ihe  coninmer.  In  Iho  mean  tlma 
tba  flshlDg  booatlea  and  aUowaneea  bare  twcOTO*  ncailj  a 
aalcad  gratnltj  out  of  tba  Traanur,  tha  datr  on  lalt  belns  act 
Ux  reduced  ai  no  longer  to  aam  ftr  a  froBdaUon  fbr  tboaa 
boutlei  sad  allowBiteM  wUek,  Bsrartbalaa,  ara  kept  In  ftan. 


Dutg  <m  Salt. 
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our  afikirs  in  such  a  flourishing  coadition,  tbat 
ve  could,  without  anj  incouTeaieacej  strike  off 
this  amount  from  our  receipts?  His  opinion 
vaa^  th^  thej  ooold  ill  apare  the  tax  on  salt, 
and  that  oonsideration,  were  there  no  others, 
would  decide  him  againit  It. 

While  ther  had  been  here  Uils  ■eBricm,  a  me* 
XDorial  had  been  presented  from  Portsmouth, 

Erasing  s  repeal  oi  the  bounty  on  the  fisheries. 
I  order  to  remove  the  frauds  which  were  eud 
to  have  been  committed  on  the  dnty  on  salt 
It  was  said  that  the  fishermen  went  to  sea  and 
bought  the  salt  to  cure  their  fish  in  the  British 
Provinces,  and  thus  evaded  the  duty,  while  thej 
claimed  the  bounty.  These  instancee  of  frand 
hod  t>een  prosecuted,  and  existed  no  longer. 
There  was  a  way  to  restrict  men  in  such  cases, 
wiUiont  depriving  all  those  engaged  in  the 
trade,  of  the  bojuniiy.  Our  fisherman  formerly 
had  a  coasting  liceose,  to  dry  their  fish  on  the 
BritUhcoaatfl,  not  to  aell  fish  to  the  British;  and 
it  was  obiected  that  the  fishermao  would  go 
and  roend  bia  four  montha  in  other  pursuits, 
and  men  return  and  didm  the  bonn^.  These, 
however,  were  but  casual  occnrreneea,  and  of- 
fered nothing  more  a^nst  the  bounty  than  oc- 
casional individual  frauds  offered  against  any 
eysteoi.  But  this  was  not  all.  There  were 
manufactories  of  salt  In  the  United  States, 
which  required  to  be  protected— the  more,  be- 
cause salt  was  an  article  of  absolute  necessity, 
without  which  we  could  scarcely  exist,  and 
whichf  in  time  of  war,  could  not  be  obtained, 
vxoept  at  a  h^  price.  What  ia  the  extent  of 
the  manufiKture  of  this  article  in  this  country  f 
It  is  carried  on  in  Kew  York,  in  Massaehn- 
setts,  in  Yirginia,  North  Carolina,  and,  he  was 
informed,  in  Florida,  What  the  qnanuty  man- 
ufactured in  North  Carolina  was,  he  did  not 
know ;  but  he  would  read  a  statement  in  writ- 
ing, from  a  gentleman  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  aa  to  tiie  salt  works  of  Cape 
Cod. 

[Ifr.  H.  then  read  a  paper,  which  stated  that, 
along  the  seacoast  of  Massachusetts,  tiiere  were 
numerous  manufactories  of  salt,  which  em- 
ployed upwards  of  one  thousand  persons,  each 
having  a  small  manufactory,  managed  by  him- 
aelf  and  ikmi^.  The  value  of  these  establish- 
ments la  estimated  st  S00,000  df^ars,  their  an- 
nual product  at  about  600,000  bushels,  weigh- 
ing 76  lbs.  each,  of  tiie  best  quality  of  salt.  It 
was  also  stated  that  the  price  of  salt  was  now 
about  86  cents,  and  that  it  had  been  reduced 
nearly  80  per  cent,  in  the  last  three  years,  ow- 
ing to  a  competition  between  the  importer  and 
mam^acturer.  The  manufacturer  could  not  af- 
ford it  as  low  as  it  was  now  sold ;  and  a  re- 
duction of  the  duty  would  operate  greatly  to 
his  injury.  When  the  duty  was  repealed  in 
1807,  they  must  have  all  been  mined,  had  not 
Ha^chusetts  esmerated  their  worki  from  all 
taxation.] 

Now,  sir,  this  is  ft  small  section  of  the  coun- 
try :  but  in  tiiis  small  strip  of  coast,  one  thou- 
aand  people^  and  a  capital  of  two  willipn*^  are 
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employed,  and  they  annually  produce  az  bim- 
dred  thousand  bushels  of  the  article.  Yet,  tLia 
is  considered  of  no  importance,  and  we  are  told 
that  the  whole  must  go  by  the  board,  by  redae- 
iug  the  duty  whtdi  haa  hitherto  protected 
them.  He  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  oi  the  committee  who  reported  thii 
bilL  to  <me  «teeti(Hi,  Is  it  a  fact,  that,  Ij  re- 
pealing the  mtf  on  this  article,  the  coosoimi 
will  use  more,  because  of  a  reduced  price,  and 
thus  the  country  reap  the  profit!  Ttuswassot 
the  case  formerly,  when  the  dn^  was  repealed. 
For  a  short  time  it  was  lower ;  but  it  soon  rose 
up  agun.  How  was  this  to  be  aocounted  fori 
Why,  because  aalt  was  not  a  prindpal  artict« 
of  trade,  but  entirely  one  of  a  subsidiary  char- 
acter. No  trader  will  import  aalt  re^ilarlr; 
he  will  not  send  out  his  aaipa-tobringbacka 
eargoofsalt;  but,<mtbeeoirtnr7,itiaimpw^ 
ed  to  make  out  an  incomplete  cargo,  or  as  bal- 
last. Thus  the  importer,  holing  the  artide  ^ 
chance,  and  there  being  no  permanent  trade  in 
it  to  regulate  the  price,  ia  enabled  to  fix  it,  and 
the  profit  will  accrue  to  him,  and  not  to  the 
consumer.  It  is  self-evident,  that,  if  yon  repeal 
the  aalt  tax,  you  will  put  down  ul  manuiacta- 
rios  of  the  article.  You  will  want  just  bo  modi 
salt,  whether  at  home  or  from  abroad ;  aai  if 
the  manufacture  ia  broken  down,  all  comped- 
tion  with  the  importer  is  destroyed,  and  be  a 
at  liberty  to  aet  nis  own  price.  One  waj  or  | 
another,  the  bill  will  produce  bad  effects. 
Either  you  do  reduce  the  price  aooordingto  the 
duty  tucen  oS^  or  yon  do  not ;  and  if  you  do 
reduce  the  price,  tbe  mannftictttre  la  destrored;  , 
if  it  does  not^  we  have  lost  800,000  dollars  of  j 
revalue,  without  benefiting  any  one.  If  tba 
manufactories  are  broken  up,  where  are  we  to 
look  for  a  supply  of  this  most  indiqiensable  ar- 
ticle when  war  overtakes  na  1  The  manufacture 
of  any  article  which  is  required  in  great  quia-  | 
tities,  wants  time  and  encouragement  to  make 
it  perfect  and  abundant  It  cannot  be  expected 
that  it  will  grow  up  in  a  day,  to  meet  the  sod-  , 
den  exigency  of  Uie  oountty;  and  hereafter,  ; 
should  Congress  pass  thia  bill,  tbe  country  ma?  I 
need  the  assistance  of  the  mannfactories  which 
it  will  have  destroyed.  It  was  in  vun  to  fop- 
pose  that  they  could  flonridi  nnlil  there  vas 
something  should  oooor  to  diedc  importatiun. 
These  loose  ideas  he  had  thrown  out,  on  tba 
moment,  convinced  that  the  bill  ou^ht  not,  oa 
many  connderations,  to  pass. 

The  Senats  a^oumed  without  taking  the 
question. 


Fbidat,  February  t. 
IMtty  on  Salt 
The  unfinished  businesa  of  yesterday  beipg 
then  taken  up,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  co□^i«l- 
er  the  bill  making  a  re^ctaon  of  the  duty  oa 
imported  salt. 

Mi.  Bakfosd  sud,  that  the  bill  wia  taken  op 
at  BO  late  an  hour  yesterday,  that  he  had  &■< 
the  advantage  of  hearipg  the  viewa  vsfnai^ 
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the  gentleineQ  wtio  addressed  the  Senate 
upon  the  subject.  At  the  lastaession,  tliU  bill, 
o:  a  fimtlar  one,  was  before  the  Senate,  and,  if 
his  memory  served  him,  the  first  argament  used 
to  support  it  was,  that  we  coold  very  well  dis- 
pme  with  the  tax  npon  salt  It  was  admitted 
that,  8(  that  ticpe,  we  oonld  ^spense  with  that 
amoaot  of  our  revenne.  We  could  have  dis- 
peased  with  a  mnch  greater  earn  at  that  period. 
Onr  funds  were  then  ample,  and  hy  some  it  was 
sapposed  almost  inezhan^ble.  But  the  as- 
pect of  ^tirs  had  nndergtHW  a  great  change. 
And  now  oar  dnnumtanoea  were  saoh  that 
ve  cndd  dispense  witii  noflibg  in  jns^  to 
those  cUnu  vbidi  wotdd  eome  npmi  the  Treat- 
HIT  during  the  present  jear.  There  were  now 
fr«n  three  to  toar  millions  in  the  Treasury,  ao- 
cording  to  any  account,  and,  npon  this  point, 
Gtotemeats  differed.  At  any  rate,  it  was  dear, 
tiiat,  with  all  the  fands  in  our  poaseasion,  and 
all  that  were  to  be  received.  Government  would 
have  a  scanty  amount  to  meet  the  expenses 
vbtch  would  occur  beyond  the  estimates.  The 
rerenae  promised  this  year  was  much  smaller 
than  Q'taal,  in  proportion  to  the  demands  of  the 
Kiootiy ;  and  he  fully  believed  we  ^ould  reach 
the  eod  of  onr  money  with  the  end  (tf  the  year. 
In  thia  eon^don  of  wings,  It  was  certainly  not 
t  time  to  reduce  the  moome.  This  was  not 
the  only  redaction  proposed  daring  the  year. 
A  bill  had  been  reported  to  diminish  the  doty 
on  idaa.  The  object  was  aaiA  to  be  to  enconr- 

a  greater  consnmption  of  that  article,  and 
thof  increase  tiM  revenne.  In  r^ard  to  wine, 
tlus  effect  might  be  prodnced ;  bnt  it  certainly 
wunld  not  be  in  reducing  the  duty  on  salt.  Aji 
to  teas,  we  were  absolutely  forced  to  moke  a 
great  reduction  of  the  revenue,  or  witness  an 
entire  stagnation  of  the  trade  in  that  article. 
Every  member  of  the  Senate  nhderstood  the 
catue  of  this.  Formerly,  we  had  no  rival  in 
the  importation  at  teas,  and  thla  ooontry,  to  a 
MBiaderable  extent,  atipplied  the  otnunmpUon 
in  the  BrUi^  provinces.  Bat,  within  the  last 
tvo  jean^  immense  quantities  had  been  Im- 
P'lrted  the  East  India  Company  into  Canada, 
CM  of  da^,  which  raaUed  the  British  mer- 
thant  to  supply  otir  popolation  at  a  very  low 
nte.  This  article,  toen,  of  the  revenue,  we 
a'L<t  inevitably  reduce,  or  abandon  the  compe- 
tition with  the  British  merchants.  As  to  other 
bf^ches  of  our  revenue,  he  did  not  think  any 
i-i^rorement  oould  be  antidpoted  at  present. 
Si>nK  perrons  supposed  that'an  increase  of  im- 
portation, dnring  the  current  year,  would  be  a 
Datural  consequence  of  its  deficiency  last  year ; 
bot  he  was  not  of  that  opinion.  He  was  sensi- 
ble that  this  revulsion  might  be  expected  with 
nana;  hot  he  belleTeditwaa  looked  for  too 
fooo.  He  antiwpated  no  Inerease  of  imports, 
cither  this  year  or  next.  The  reflux  would  not 
be  SQ  rapid  as  was  imagined ;  nor  would  the 
chaof^  happra  in  less  tiian  two  years.  Kor 
Tas  he  of  opinion  that  pmdenoe  dictated  the 
R!«al  of  the  do^  on  salt. 
«r.  Woonnim.— The  ol)feot  aDd  tendmpj-  of 


this  bin  bad,  by  some  abroad,  been  miannder' 
stood ;  and  by  others,  misrepresented.  Stand- 
ing, as  may  be  thought,  in  some  d^^ree  in  a 
paternal  relation  to  tlie  measure,  it  might  be 
expected  that  he  should  attempt  to  correct 
these  errors,  and  vindicate  It  from  the  numeT' 
0U9  objections  with  which  It  had  been  assailed. 
The  bUl,  as  tou  well  know,  Mr.  President,  was 
not  intendeu  to  ii^ure  the  fisheries;  notbhig  of 
that  kind  iM^ng  either  implied  or  expressed  in 
its  provisions.  But,  its  Intimate  operation 
will  DO  to  M  the  fishermen,  in  oonmum  with 
all  other  oonsnmera  (^imported  ult.  N^tlier 
ia  it  gotten  up  in  hoBtOity  to  mannfootoreri^ 
nor  will  it  prove  Inltuipas  to  any  due  encour< 
agement  of  them.  Jnst  as  little,  also,  is  it  cal- 
culated to  endanger  the  financial  operations  of 
the  Government  as  permanentiy  established 
for  peace,  or  as  they  happen  to  exist  at  the 
present  moment,  'the  principle  of  the  bill  is 
altogether  different,  and  lies  within  a  single  in- 
quiry. It  is  this:  Ought  not  awar>tax — a  tax, 
imposed  merely  to  meet  the  great  exigencies  of 
sach  a  crisis — a  tax,  temporary  at  Its  com- 
mencement, exorbitant  in  amount,  and  partial 
in  its  operation — ought  not  such  a  tax  to  be 
now  lessened?  That  is  the  question.  Koi^ 
after  twelve  years  of  plenty  and  peace,  and  a^ 
ter  the  AiUest  examination  by  committees  has 
^own  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  will  aid, 
rather  than  li^ure  the  fisheries — will  not  wn^ 
bly  aflbct  the  present  operations  of  the  Treas- 
ury, or  any  permanent  branches  of  the  reve- 
nue, nor  leave  our  manufacturers  of  domestic 
salt  without  a  protection,  as  great  as  is  extend- 
ed to  any  article  of  a  similar  character,  in  the 
whole  tariff — ^these  various'circumstances  bear- 
ing on  the  bill,  shall  be  adverted  to  as  briefly 
as  possible.  But,  the  paramount — ^the  primary 
object — is  to  ascert^n  if  the  present  duty  be 
indeed  a  war-tax.  When  I  call  the  present 
duty  on  salt  a  war-tax,  it  is  not  by  way  of  ihe- 
toricfd  figure,  or  for  effect  upon  any  honest 
pr^udioe ;  but,  U  Is  to  Invite  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  tme  ori^  of  the  dn^,  as 
tending  strongly  to  illastrate  the  opinion,  thst, 
not  having  been  designed  for  the  state  of  things 
in  peace,  it  is  too  large  and  unequal  for  any 
legitimate  ptirpose^  in  the  present  condition  m 
the  country. 

Gentiemen  well  remember,  that,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  our  late  war,  salt  was  entirely  free 
from  even  the  smallest  duty.  It  was  not  tiU 
July,  1818,  in  a  state  of  obstinate  hostilities, 
tmder  a  diminished  revenue,  with  extraordinary 
expenditures,  and  accompanied  by  great  finan- 
cial embarrassments,  that  the  present  tax  was 
imposed.  It  is  well  known,  that,  in  such  a 
condition  of  pnblie  afiUrs,  all  ordinary  mlea  of 
taxation  must  bend.  Thw  must  yield  Ux 
enough  to  meet  the  controlling  necessities  of 
the  country.  The  necessaries  of  life  mart  then 
submit  to  be  burthenod  as  well  as  its  luxuries ; 
and  the  poor,  in  common  with  the  rich,  must 
then  derand  their  hearths  and  altars  by  1 
oontrilmti(ns  and  large  laorifioes.  Itisoni 
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ocoaaions  onlj,  that  Bait,  though  an  article  of 
the  first  importanoe  to  all  olasses,  maj  properly 
be  snltjectea  to  a  great  tax.  Because  it  is  thus 
snbjected  in  common  with  the  sml  we  till  for 
onr  dail;-  bread,  and  with  the  honsee  that  give 
ns  daily  shelter  frtm  the  weather.  It  is  brue, 
I  grant,  that  the  great  balk  and  wdght  of  salt 
compared  with  its  valae,  and  that  its  nnlversal 
Use,  crften  indnce  Governments,  in  these  ezigen- 
defl  of  war,  to  seleet  it  for  the  most  severe  tax- 
ation, in  ]M!«ferenoe  to  other  necessaries;  be- 
oaase,  for  these  reasons,  it  is  more  difflcolt  to 
be  nnnffgled,  and  more  certain  to  yield  a  reve- 
vne.  Bat  these  circnmstanccfl,  it  is  manifest, 
ftimidi  no  reason  for  the  tax  itself;  and  in  an 
especial  manner,  when  the  tax  operates  exda- 
sivf^y  on  a  sin^e  section  of  a  conntiy.  Ilie 
trae  reason  for  the  tax  itself,  is  the  controlling 
emergency  of  the  occamon — the  stem  necessi- 
ties ca  war;  and  I  trust  that  no  fiBir-minded 

editician  can  ever  rq>eat  agun  and  again  the 
ddental  dnnunstanoes  brabra  namec^  as  the 
tme  reascm  for  dther  imposing  or  retidi^g  a 
tax  so  exorbitant,  tmeqaal,  and  oppressive. 
Another  decisive  proof  that  it  was  deemed, 
when  imposed,  a  mere  war-tax,  is  the  express 
limitation  of  its  oontinnance  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress to  only  one  year  after  the  war.  Had  it 
been  intended  as  a  part  oi  the  permanent  sys- 
tem of  onr  revenne,  or  merely  as  a  protection 
to  monnfactarers,  why  this  limitation! 

Again :  The  history  of  oar  country,  which 
on  this  point  cannot  deceive  as,  shows,  that, 
when  the  duty  had  once  before  been  increased, 
in  1797,  as  high  as  twenty  cents,  it  was  im- 

Sosed  as  a  qiian  war-tax  on  account  of  onr  dif- 
onlties  wiUi  IVanoe.  Then,  too,  was  a  limita- 
ti(m  <tf  it  to  three  years — and  never  afterwards, 
till  totally  repealed,  was  it  continaed  without 
an  express  protestation,  in  the  act  itself;  that  it 
was  not  to  become,  tor  any  pnrpose,  either  of 
revenue  or  protection,  a  permanent  part  of  onr 
tariff  system. 

Our  statesmen,  at  both  periods,  had  numer- 
ous examples  before  them,  and  we  now  have  still 
more,  that  a  large  tax  on  this  article  was  injn- 
diclous,  and  inappropriate  to  any  but  a  state  of 
war;  and  that  men,  as  before  remarked,  it  had 
chiefly  for  its  apolo^  the  great  tyrant  necessi- 
ty— tne  great  principle  of  self-preservation,  and 
ue  light  of  Government  to  all  constitational 
means  most  likdy  to  preserve  the  endangered 
eal^  of  the  Bepnblio. 

TPhen  the  feelings  of  mankind,  on  any  one 
Bnlfject,  in  different  nations  and  ages,  thus  coin- 
dde,  it  is  a  pretty  sore  indication  of  their  cor- 
rectness. If  a  large  salt  tax  in  peace,  then,  has 
JasUy  been  the  abhorroice  of  manldnd  in  all 
time,  something  has  ^ways  been  thought,  and 
should  now  be  thought  due  from  Government 
to  such  a  universal  sentiment.  I  shall  not  de- 
tain the  Senate  by  references  npon  this  point, 
when  numeroos  instances  are  doubtiess  fresh 
in  their  recollection ;  and  when  none  of  us 
can  have  forgotten  the  eloquence  opon  this 
anlijeott  which  was  displajed  in  the  Smate  at 
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onr  last  sessi(m,  from  the  gentlemen,  both  on 
my  right  and  my  left.  Permit  me,  a  motneBt, 
to  appeal  merely  to  what  has  occorred  vithin 
our  own  brief  lives.  Have  we  not  seen  the 
salt  tax,  or  gab^e,  in  France,  first  imposni  as 
a  war-tax,  become  one  of  thoae  wide-^Ksd 
and  t>dions  oppresntms^  most  instnonent^  in 
ronsing  the  great  mass  of  the  ix^nl^ion  in 
their  late  Bevtdotion  ?  A  tax  ur  mm  bor- 
thensome  and  execrated  than  even  the  tax  upon 
tea  in  our  own  Bevolation.  Let  it  not  he  for- 
gotten that  thero,  as  here,>it  had  commeDced 
as  a  war-tax ;  and  hod  been  remitted  and  re- 
noonced  at  different  periods,  till,  under  new 
pretexts,  it  slid  into  a  permanent  peace  impost, 
equalling  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole  reve- 
nne of  ue  Empire.  So  stealthlike  and  aWb- 
ing  is  generally  the  character  of  power  nitea 
abused ;  and  if  no  peaceful  correction  is  in  time 
made  by  rulers,  the  people  themselves^  in  eoow 
great  eridiL  are  genentUy  indined  to  inflict 
fearftal  retribotion. 

The  tax  on  sdt  began  In  tiie  same  way  in 
England,  and  flactnated  in  amount,  and  wis 
snspended  cm  various  occasions.  Bnt  tiie  vast 
expenses  of  her  continental  wars,  had,  piitv  to 
the  year  1816,  compdled  her,  as  a  measare  (tf 
onavoidable  necessity,  under  sach  pressores,  to 
increase  her  excise  on  salt  to  16  sliillings  ster- 
ling per  bushel,  when  used  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, and  f^m  two  to  six  shillings  ss  ost^  in 
Tsrioos  other  spedfied  ways.  These,  too,  hs%ing 
began  in  war,  and  at  first  being  limited  in  dora- 
tion — ^both  rulers  and  ruled  fdt  it  had  sroUen 
with  emergencies  to  a  most  oppresnve  buithoL 
They  understood  the  principle  on  whidi  it 
stood,  and  that  it  was  fiwt  beginning  tobeinctff^ 
porated  into  ber  permanoit  system  of  revrane; 
and  though  they  at  first  resisted  a  r^esL  m 
arguments  dmilar  to  those  advanced  ye^erdigr 
and  to-day ;  yet  the  natural  hatred  to  sodi  s 
tax  in  peace,  the  strong  sense  of  Justice  amoaig 
her  statesmen,  and  the  patem^  re^ai  of  the 
Government  towards  its  agricultural  sobjeetj, 
at  length  overcame  ever^  obstade.  All  oppo- 
sition to  its  repeal  was  in  the  end  prostntcd, 
and  in  Hay,  1822,  provision  was  made  for  tbe 
grodnal  removal  of  the  whole  excise. 

Mr.  Smitii,  of  South  Carolina,  ol^erved,  thxt  j 
he  had  bnt  little  to  say  at  fiist  on  this  hill,  and.  : 
since  the  gentleman  flrran  Kew  Hamwlure  bad  i 
so  folly  treated  it,  he  had  now  mnduesa  The  | 
manu&cture  of  salt  was  mostly  in  tbe  hands  ; 
of  great  capitalists :  the  two  mdliws  invested 
in  the  MoBsachusetts  manufiKt<Mriee,  bd<mg^ 
in  all  probability,  to  tbe  wealthy  portion  of  tbo 
people ;  nor  would  the  reduction  of  the  doty 
injure  the  poor  and  laboring  dasees  of  soeietT. 
To  look  only  to  Kew  York,  it  was  admiUed 
that  about  one  million  bushels  was  produced 
there,  which,  according  to  his  calculation,  at  a 
duty  of  ten  cents  per  bnshel,  wotild  pay  odb 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  into 
the  State  Treasury — not  to  the  public  fond  ct 
the  country.   He  did  not  know  Wore  thatso  I 
lai:ge  a  Bom  was  realised  1^  any  of  the  Stata 
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fnim  an  impost  on  so  essential  an  article,  both 
to  healtli  and  life :  for,  withont  it,  both  man 
and  beast  ilviDdled  from  their  native  strength 
and  rigor,  and  the  poor  man  who  labored,  in 
proportion  to  his  labors,  the  more  required 
tias  iodtspeosable  article.  The  fanners,  spread 
through  onr  country,  and  vho  were  not  only 
ttie  most  nnmooos,  but  really  the  most  nsef^ 
cits  of  oar  oommonity,  required  lai^  quanti- 
ties <ii  salt  for  themseuTea  and  for  their  stock. 
Id  relation  to  die  latter,  experience  teaches  ns 
that  the  naa  of  aalt  is  not  to  be  supplied  by  any 
odier  ingredient  of  food.  A  sthtemont  has 
teen  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Kev  Hamp- 
ibire,  vhich  eetabUshed  the  fact  that  tiie  use 
of  salt  iocreaaed,  to  a  vast  amount,  the  veight 
aod  ralue  of  stock,  and  made  a  much  smaller 
portioo  of  food  requisite.  then,  this  article 
vu  to  vitally  necessary  to  the  agricoltnrista  of 
mr  coantry,  it  onght  to  be  as  free  and  un- 
restrained by  duty  or  impoatti,  as  it  was  in  the 
poww  of  Congrera  to  m^e  it.  They  were 
toldthat  the  treasury  would  be  dr^«l;  but 
ttoB,  with  him,  wm  not  a  sufficient  reason  for 
retaining  a  heavy  duty  upm  an  article  of  such 
ennmoa  and  constant  neoesdty.  They  were 
(old  abo,  that  the  duties  on  other  articles  must 
be  rcdnood ;  bat  it  appeared  to  Mm  that  no 
one  required  it  so  mnch  as  salt ;  for  no  one 
eitendeii  eo  universally  to  the  food  of  all 
daswa,  or  conld  be  taxed  with  an  effect  of  so 
general  a  nature.  In  refusing  to  take  off  the 
inj  npou  salt,  they  would  involve  themselves 
in  a  palpable  inconsistency,  not  to  say  in  an 
let  of  injustice.  While  they  were  giving  mil- 
lions to  other  objects,  and  lavishing  the  public 
moneT  as  though  their  resources  were  endless, 
vu  it  reasonable  to  refbse  so  small  a  remittance 
■■  Tss  eootemplated  by  iMt  lull,  to  the  most 
UxHioaB  and  osefiil  dass  of  soeietTf  The 
Iirvides  «r  enpneera  who  bad  been  qifead  op 
•Mdown  through  the  coantry,  dnrii^  the  last 
year,  had  absorbed  one  millira  fhnn  the  treas- 
inr;  and  yet  there  was  an  vswillingness  to 
take  off  a  few  hundred  Uiousond  dollars,  to  re- 
lieve the  poor  and  industrious  agriculturists. 
Hie  State  of  New  York,  where  sut  was  pro- 
doced  in  abundance  from  the  Syracuse  and 
0^  aalt  works,  laid  a  heavy  impost  upon  the 
vtide,  equal  to  that  which  would  remain  upon 
tke  imported  salt,  after  the  redaction  oontem- 

Slated  in  this  bill  should  take  place.  But  Mr. 
■  had  been  Infixmed  that  the  article  could  be 
maonfiuitared  on  the  Kenawha,  in  Yir^nia, 
tor  five  and  a  half  cents  bndiel,  and,  after 
htving  been  transported  hundreds  of  mile^ 
mi^t  be  afforded  at  twenty  cents  per  bushel. 
Tina  statement  was  safficient  to  show  that  the 
mannbeturers  were  able  to  make  a  small  divi< 
^end  with  the  consuming  community.  On 
other  manufactured  articles  they  had  taken  off 
the  war  duties:  for  instance,  on  foreign  rum 
the  duties  had  been  greatly  diminished.  It 
Tas  true,  it  might  be  urged  that  good  rum  was 
s  good  thing,  and  some  of  us,  perhaps,  are  fond 
of  it.  It  waa^  however,  mwelj  a  luzniy,  and 


could  well  be  dispensed  with ;  and,  what  was 
far  worse,  it  was  considered,  justly,  as  one  of 
the  greatest  curses  which  could  be  invoked 
for  tiue  destruction  of  human  happiness,  and, 
indeed,  he  might  say,  human  lifs.  They  might 
almost  as  well  attempt  to  reduce,  as  had  been 
intimate  yesterday,  the  price  of  dmnkennesB 
to  (me  cent,  and  of  dead  dnrnkenness  to  two 
cents— as  was  the  ease  In  Eng]and^-a8  tiioa 
keep  down  the  prioes  of  ardent  ^drits;  but 
tiiey  oould  not  afford  to  take  off  a  ^w  oents  on 
the  price  of  salt,  necessary  to  all  Masses,  even 
to  suBtun  existence ;  that  it  was  so  essential 
that  it  was  used  in  greater  abundance,  by  the 
poor  than  by  the  ri<^,  he  believed,  could  not 
be  disputed.  The  rich  man  did  not  need  it  so 
much;  he  had  other  seasoning  for  his  food. 
Bpioes  and  peppers  entered  into  the  oompoai- 
tion  of  the  savonry  dishes  which  graced  his 
table ;  and  even  Madeira  wine  found  its  way 
into  the  sauces  iii  which  his  food  was  cooked. 
I^  then,  one-half  of  the  duties  on  wines  was 
to  be  tuen  oC  they  would  ohe^wn  the  season- 
ing of  the  rich  man's  rlands,  and  render  it 
more  aooesmble ;  while,  by  rettdiring  the  duty 
on  salt,  the  <MiIy  artide  of  seastniing  within  the 
reach  of  the  poor,  would  at  the  same  time  re- 
mun  heavily  burthened.  Did  gentlemen  call 
this  extending  equal  Justice  to  aU  I  He  would 
make  one  remark  on  t^e  sulyect  of  war  duties^ 
which  he  believed  had  escaped  t^e  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  and  it  was  the  only  one 
that  had  escaped  him.  When,  during  the  late 
war,  the  high  duties  were  imposed  on  various 
articles,  they  were  included  m  one  bill,  and 
salt  Was  among  them.  The  bill  passed  in  the 
Senate,  and  was  sent  to  the  other  House;  and 
the  only  article  which  was  stridcen  out  by  that 
body  was  salt,  a  duty  on  which,  it  was  argued, 
was  too  opprassive  and  odious.  Kor  ootud  it 
be  rdnstated  In  the  bill  withont  great  exer- 
tions, nor  until  a  pledge  was  given  by  the 
friends  of  the  measure,  that  the  tax  on  salt 
should  be  removed  at  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
war  had  long  passed  away ;  but  this  oppresrive 
tax  still  stoml  its  ground.  War,  he  would  al- 
low, if  he  might  believe  the  statements  and 
ailments  of  every  day,  was  ahead  of  us :  for 
he  had  scarcely  heard  a  subject  discussed  dur- 
ing the  session,  in  which  money  was  touched 
upon,  in  which  war  hod  not  been,  in  one  way 
or  another,  alluded  to.  If  a  qaestion  was 
argued,  in  which  the  otijeet  was  an  ezpendltora 
of  publio  money,  it  was  said  to  be  to  prqure 
for  war.  Or  if  the  dedgn  was  to  save  the 
publio  money,  then  the  o^ect  was,  to  provide 
ninds  against  a  war.  But,  he  hoped,  and  be- 
lieved, that  war  was  far  off ;  and  he  should, 
B'Korainffly,  vote  for  removing  a  war-du^. 
He  hoped  the  one-half  of  the  present  tax  would 
be  taken  off,  even  if  appropriations  for  tosoB 
other  objects,  in  support  of  which  Congress 
had  been  so  bountiful,  were  curtailed. 

Mr.  Yah  Burxn  si^d  he  had  no  desire  to  pro- 
long the  discudon  on  the  general  merits  of  the 
measore  onder  omisideniticm.  The  snljeothad 
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been  placed  on  its  true  gmnoda,  by  bia  col- 
leagoe,  and  those  vbo  had  qtoken  cm  the  same 
lide  witii  him.  Mr.  V.  B.  eonoorred  fuHj  in 
the  views  ezpresBed  hy  his  ooUeMgoe,  and  was 
QDwilling  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the 
Senate  by  a  repetition  of  matters  which  bad 
already  been  well  and  forcibly  argned.  His 
sole  object,  in  rising,  was  to  notice  a' remark 
that  had  fallen  tcom  the  Senator  from  Sonth 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  in  relation  to  a  sobject 
upon  which  Hr.  Y.  B.  acknowledged  that  he 
felt  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  sensibility.  He 
alluded  to  the  duty,  alleged  to  have  been  im- 
posed, by  Kew  York,  on  salt,  manufactured  in 
that  State.  He  might  be  mistaken,  but  he 
could  not  perceive  what  bearing  that  oiroum- 
stance  comd  properly  have  on  the  question 
before  the  Senate,  Aa,  however,  he  ooold  not 
know  that  others  would  think  as  he  did,  he 
fbit  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attentiwi  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  a  brief  connderation  of  the  motives  and 
consequences  of  the  act  referred  to.  It  was 
true,  be  siud,  that  a  duty,  of  the  character 
described,  and  to  the  amount,  he  believed,  of 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  on  the  bushel,  had 
been  imposed,  and  was  coUected  by  the  State 
of  New  York.  It  was  one  of  the  means  em- 
ployed by  her,  to  make  and  complete  those 
navigable  oommunicatioos  between  the  great 
Western  and  Northern  Lakea  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  which  had  been  accomplished  by  her 
unaided  efibrts— woika,  he  saia  whichf  how- 
ever oonsidered,  most  be  reg^ed  as  natitmal 
in  th^  advantuesj  and  which,  If  Hew  York 
bad  been  treated  with  the  same  liberality  that 
has  been  extended  to  other  States,  would,  in 
part,  at  least,  have  been  made  at  the  national 
expense.  Such,  however,  had  not  been  the 
case.  She  asked,  but  was  reflisedt  She 
knocked  at  your  doors,  but  they  were  not 
opened  to  her.  But,  whilst  she  was  applying 
her  own  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  others  solicit- 
ed you  for  help,  and  had  been  assisted  by  the 
dispensation  of  millions  from  the  national  treas- 
ury. Thrown  upon  her  own  resources,  she 
was  driven  to  the  alternative  of  abandoning 
the  great  ol^eet  in  view,  or  of  q)i^iog  her 
utmost  means  to  its  accomplishment.  Happily 
she  chose  the  latter  oonrse,  and  the  result  nas 
shown  that  she  chose  wisely.  But,  although 
her  success  bsa  been  signal,  and  the  advanta^ 
resulting  from  it  to  herself  and  the  Union  im- 
mense, her  brilliant  anticipations  have  not  been 
realizeid  without  the  most  onerous  responsibili- 
ties. She  has  saddled  herself  with  a  State 
debt,  nearly  equal  to  one-seventh  part  of  the 
whole  national  debt.  To  meet  the  interest, 
and  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  princi- 
pal of  that  debt,  the  duty  in  question  had  been 
unpoaed.  For  the  safety  of  the  public  credit- 
ors, it  had  been  incorporated  in  her  State  Con- 
stitution. Until  the  specific  objects,  for  which 
It  was  adopted,  are  eSfected,  it  must  remain. 
Cmgress  may.  In  its  wisdom,  diminidi  its 
value,  bat  the  State  Le^slature  cannot  abandon 
it,  if  ev«itbc7 were  so  inclined.  Bnttheyare 
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not.  In  its  impoution,  the  ^ate  has  onlj 
exercosedits  undoubted  ri^t,  for  its  own,  as 
well  aa  the  general  good.  She  has  no  caaie 
for  regret,  nor  have  others  for  eonqdsiBL 
What  leptimato  inflnoice,  this  he  begged  to 
know,  ought  the  circumstance  to  have  npoo 
the  decision  of  the  question  before  the  Seoste, 
Had  the  duty  referred  to  worked  an  iDjarr  to 
those  who  used  the  imported  sdtf  Had  it 
raised  the  price  of  the  article  ?  Certainly  not. 
If  any  effect  was  produced,  it  must  be  thit  <^ 
reduction,  in  oonsetjuence  oi  the  onnpetitioa 
it  produced.-  Had  it  operated  iigorioudy  od 
any  other  interest  f  If  it  had,  he  wisdied  gen- 
tlemen who  oifjected  to  it  to  point  out  what 
those  interesta  were.  He  was  entirely  confident 
that  none  could  be  shown.  Bnt  Us  daims  to 
the  &vQr  of  all  just  and  libo-al  men  stood  (a 
stringer  sroondB  than  its  n^ative  character. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  price  €£  salt  depaidi 
principally  tmoi  its  teanqiortatioii^  wUch,  fron 
the  nature  of  the  article,  makes  it  cone  ray 
high  to  the  consnmer,  in  many  parts  of  tbs 
conutry.  He  averred,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Senators  from  Vermont  for  the  correctness  of 
his  statement,  that,  in  that  State,  tbe  price  of 
salt,  to  the  consumer,  had  been  reduced  more 
than  fifty  per  cent,  unoe  the  completion  of  the 
New  York  c^nals^  and  through  their  means. 
Tbe  same  was  the  case  with  all  the  coootry 
bordering  on  Lake  Champlun,  or  on  I^e  Erie, 
and  the  hikes  farther  West,  indodinff  the  State 
of  Ohio ;  and  the  same  effect,  though  not  to  si 
great  an  extoit,  was  produced  in  many  otha 
ports  of  the  Umon.  Such  is  now  tbe  esse; 
but  what  will  be  the  condition  of  things  whea 
the  naviffable  communications  which  the  State 
of  Oliio  nas,  to  her  hi^  honor,  undertakoi  to 
effect,  by  her  own  means,  and  which  are  r^id- 
ly  p  repressing  to  the  acoomplisbmeDt,  are 
completed?  Why,  the  advantages  nov  en- 
joyed, in  this  respect,  by  Vermont,  will  be 
common  to  most,  if  not  all,  tbe  Western  States. 
He  put  it,  therefore,  to  the  justice  and  candor 
of  the  Senate,  whether  the  ^t  that  New  TuA 
had,  for  such  purposes,  and  under  such  cir- 
curastanoes,  hnpoaed  a  duty  upcai  salt,  msDO- 
fhctured  in  that  Btat^  waa  Just  caase  of  com- 
plaint to  others,  or  onght  to  have  anadveM 
influence  upon  the  quei^m  before  the  Bentte. 
He  asked,  whether,  after  the  Federal  Gorero- 
ment  had  refused  her  aid  to  New  York,  ^ 
ought  now,  by  her  legislature,  to  cripple  thtf 
State,  in  the  means  necessary  to  her  redemption 
— means  indispensable  to  Uie  speedy  pajrmeDt 
of  a  debt,  which  should  be  regarded  as  ssmd 
by  the  whole  Union,  on  account  of  tbe  great 
cause  in  which  it  had  been  incurred,  lie  re- 
quested gentlemen  to  consider  whether  such  a 
course  would  evince  that  just  reganl  for  the  in- 
dividual interests  of  the  States  composing  tba 
Confederacy,  which  it  was  the  tme  policy  of 
the  Federal  Goveniin«it  at  all  times  to  luai* 
fest  He  hnmUy  hapei  that  there  could  be 
bnt  one  answer  to  that  question.  So  f^  tna 
Auniahing  an  ai^wnent  in  frnv  of  the  Inl^  if 
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there  is  reason  to  appreheod  that  the  means 
under  oonndention  would  have  the  tendency 
lie  deprecated,  tiiat  of  itself  aboald  oonstitate 
an  objection  to  its  adoption. 

He.  V.  B.  said,  it  gave  him  pleasnre  to  know 
that  thwe  vas  no  man  to  whom  heoooM,  with 
great«  mtetf,  make  this  appeal  in  behalf  of 
tbejoatrii^taof  the  State  he  represented^  tiuiD 
the  worUij  Senator  from  Soath  Carolina.  The 
Just  wad  liberal  sentiments  which  had,  tbrongh 
Efe,  diitingnidwd  the  public  course  of  that 
^ntleman,  waa,  with  Mr.  Y.  B.,  a  snfficient 
gnarantee  that  his  appeal  wonld,  at  least,  meet 
with  the  most  &Torable  ccmsideration.  Nor 
eonld  be  deceive  himself  in  believing  that  the 
first  and  hasty  impressions  which  this  cdrcnm- 
itance  bad  produced,  would,  upon  a  moment's 
lefiectiMi,  be  removed,  and  tiie  question  decid- 
ed <»  its  own  proper  merita.  He  might,  he 
said,  enlarge  npon  the  topics  wMch  had  been 
already  urged  against  th«  bUL  Bat  if  the 
present  grratlj  d^ressed  state  of  the  treasmr, 
and  the  other  weighty  considerations  already 
advanoed,  were  not  sofflcient  to  deter  gentle- 
mes  from  further  ezperimflDta  upon  the  public 
reveooe,  nothing  that  be  ooold  say  would  pro- 
doeethat  effect. 

Mr.  Bbaxoh  obserred,  that  it  wonld  be  un- 
i»t  to  tiie  people  be  represented  should  he 
tat  refer  to  the  subject  at  present  under  con- 
rideration.  The  matter  had  already  been  ably 
treated,  and  he  did  not  intend  to  enter  at  fall 
mto  the  umiments  which  snggested  themselves 
to  him.  He  felt  grateful  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  for  the  highly  satisfitctOTT 
nanBtf  in  which  he  had  supported  this  btU. 
That  gentleman  bad  introduced  this  measure 
into  the  Senate  last  year ;  and  it  was  the  first, 
nd,  he  might  also  say,  the  last  attempt  which 
had  be»  made  to  effect  any  important  object 
for  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural  class  of  so- 
ciety. But,  nr,  Nud  Ur.  B.,  the  agrionltnriets 
do  not  generally  want  assistance ;  they  know 
that  ItgUation  oannot  be  well  applied  to  them, 
■ltd  that  their  tme  interest  is  to  be  let  alone. 
They  only  need  protection  to  prevent  the  other 
dasni  <rf  oommanity  from  thmsting  their  hands 
mto  their  pookete,  and  depriving  vasm  of  tiieir 
hardly  gdned  eaminss.  He  supported  this 
bill  becmse  he  knew  toat  its  provuions  merely 
•■toided  justice  to  the  class  of  society  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent ;  but,  even  were 
it  for  tiieir  benefit,  he  wonld  not  support  thiS| 
or  any  other  bill,  w«e  it  lut  fimndsd  on  the 
iamntdile  principles  of  Jnsttoe.  JmA  vlrr  did 
ttw  goitlanen  from  Maine  and  New  Tork  <^ 
poaeitt  Had  they  the  balance  of  reason  on 
tiieir  aide  I  He  certainly  thought  not.  Bnt  it 
▼as  for  the  interests  of  the  people  they  repre- 
•ented;  and  tbeir  endeavors  were  to  defend 
the  great  salt  work«  of  New  York,  and  the 
fi^Mries  of  Uaine,  from  any  measure  which 
Hemed  likely  to  injure  them.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  however,  bad  oomplete- 
ly  bn^en  down  their  reastndng.  He  had 
■hown  that  it  was  an  oppressive  duty,  oom- 


mencing  during  the  war,  which  had  now  a 
partial  and  oppres^ve  effect  upon  the  agricnl- 
toral  community.  'Why  should  the  formers  be 
subjected  to  snoi  a  heavy  tax  on  an  article  so 
necessary  to  tbemt  He  hopei  this  bill  wotild 
pasSf  beoanse  Ita  eflbct  would  be  to  keep  the 
hands  of  others  out  of  the  podkets  of  the  mnn- 
en,  who,  with  toss  proteotton  than  was  t>estow- 
ed  <A  any  othw  dass,  did  far  more  than  mj 
ciGxvr  for  the  general  good  of  the  body  politic. 
It  was  now  the  piping  time  of  peace,  and  rea- 
son and  Justice  dictatM  that  a  burthensome  ta:^ 
levied  during  war,  should  be  removed.  It  baa 
been  shown  that  we  had  an  exuberant  treasury 
— perhaps  less  so  now  than  usual — ^but  ample 
for  any  national  or  beneficial  purpose.  Con- 
gress was  lavi^  of  the  pnblio  money  on  every 
new  prqjeot  proposed,  and  surely  the  farmers 
received  the  least  of  it.  Certidnly,  in  this  one 
instance,  it  behooved  Congress  to  grant  the 
people  this  ptivileoe,  and  take  off  this  heavy 
burthen.  He  oonld  not  add  to  the  foroe  of 
what  the  Mntkman  fhnn  New  HamMhire  had 
said;  and  ne  might delmotfKmi it;  ne  should, 
therefore,  sim^y  remark,  that  he  trusted  the 
bill  would  pass,  ihAt  the  farmers,  and  even  the 
dumb  aniioate  at  creation,  might  no  longer  be 
restricted,  by  an  odious  taxation,  from  the  fVee 
and  unrestrained  enjoyment  of  the  bounties  of 
nature. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engroering 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decdded  in  the 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

TiAS. — KessTS.  Bel!,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Edirarda,  Harrison,  Hayne, 
King,  Knight.  Uaem,  Bsndolph,  Beed,  Rowan, 
Brnith  of  Hd.,  Smith  of  &  C,  White,  WiUey,  WB- 
Usaa,  Woodbury— 23. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bonligny,  Chase,  Clayton, 
Diekeraon,  Findlay,  Hendrfeke,  Hobnes,  Johnson  of 
Ky.,  Johnston  of  Lou.,  Kane,  Harks,  MoUe, 
Ridgely,  Robbtnst  Bugles,  Saadfoid,  BejmtVt 
Thomas,  Van  Baren—20. 


If  OHDAT,  February  6, 
The  Duty  on  Salt. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  in  part,  the 
duty  on  imported  salt,  was  read  tne  third  time ; 
and  tiie  question  1>eing  stated  on  Uie  passage 
of  the  bill- 
Mr.  RiDOBLT  add  he  did  not  think  the  present 
state  vlt  the  revenue  soch  as  to  make  it  proper 
fin-  Congress  to  out  off  any  <tf  its  sources. 
Mneh  hu  been  sidd  <rf  the  balanoe  which  would 
remain  in  the  treasury  after  the  payment  <^ 
the  expenses  of  the  year  and  the  sinking  i^nd. 
Bnt  he  was  convinced  that  the  amount  of  the 
balance  which  would  be  left  at  the  dispossl  of 
Congress  had  been  much  overrated.  He  had 
examined  the  question  with  considerable  atten- 
tion, and  he  was  confident  that  the  balance^ 
Instead  of  being,  as  some  had  supposed,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  four  millions,  wonld  not  be 
more  than  one  million  four  or  five  hundred 
thooaaad  dt^axt. 
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[Here  Hr.  Bldgeljr  exhibited  &  detdled  view  of 
the  finances,  showing  that  there  would  be  a  defi- 
ciency of  above  t700,000  in  the  snin  to  be  api4ted 
to  the  finking  Fund.] 

Kr.  RiDosLT  said  he  would  sabmit  to  the 
Senate  whether  any  of  our  resources  ottght  to 
be  cut  off  under  such  ciroxuustanoes.  With 
biin  it  was  not  now  a  question  whether  the 
reduction  contemplated  was  one  which,  in  a 
more  favorable  state  of  things,  ought  to  be 
made.  He  directed  hia  attention  solely  to  the 
condition  of  the  revenue,  and  in  that  be  thon^fht 
might  be  found  the  most  oradunve  reasoning 
agunet  any  reduction  of  dutiea,  whtibgr  oa 
■ut  or  any  other  commodity. 

Ur.  BioTH,  of  Md^  Mod,  he  fdt  under  oUIobp 
tion  to  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  fiv  the 
ooireotiHM  with  vluoh  he  had  stated  the  oon^- 
tion  o[  the  rerame.  He  had  exjdained  the 
subject  as  it  was.  The  gentleman  had,  also, 
stated  what  had  not  oome  before  under  the 
observation  of  Kr.  Smith,  that  there  was  a 
defidency  in  the  estimates  of  the  current  year 
d  half  a  million.  Mr.  8.  believed  that  state- 
ment was  correct;  and  he  thought  it  should 
have  made  part  of  the  duty  of  tiie  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  have  informed  Congress  of 
the  discrepancy  by  a  special  message,  so  that 
attentioa  might  have  been  bestowed  upon  it. 
It  was  much  to  the  credit  of  tiie  gentleman 
from  Delaware  that  he  hod  discovered  the 
d^oiency,  and  it  was  not  much  to  the  hmor 
of  himadf  nCr.  8.1  that  he  ahonld  have  over^ 
lootnd  it.  From  the  statement  he  had  seoi.  he 
now  believed  that  defidency  existed.  The 
Senate  ought  to  fed  obligated  to  the  gentleman 
for  the  exposition.  It  would  tnm  their  atten- 
tion to  the  state  of  owe  fioanoes,  and  induce 
Congress  to  look  to  the  means  of  the  oonntxy  be* 
fi>re  they  engaged  in  lavish  expenditores.  This 
was  not  now  done  snffidentiy :  for  all  were  too 
much  addicted  to  voting  away  large  sums,  with- 
out soffidenUy  examining  into  the  means  at  our 
disposal.  It  was  on  aoooont  of  not  doing  so 
last  year  that  th«y  found  themselves  involved 
in  tndr  present  dmcultieo.  An  estimate  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  Government  had  been  made 
formeriy  by  ICr.  Lowndes;  and,  by  tiie  reports 
laid  bemre  Oongress  this  sasaton,  the  expendi- 
tare  last  vesr  exceeded  the  estimate  no  less  than 
three  ndllions.  lie  [Mr.  S.]  thought  it  a  salu- 
tary occurrence  fat  the  finauces  of  tiie  country 
toget  occanonally  into  difficulty.  It  was  the 
onfy  state  of  things  that  could  bring  abcmt 
retrenohment.  It  was  so  formerly,  and  it 
always  would  be  so.  He  had  never  found 
CongresB  willing  to  reduce  the  expenditore  of 
the  Govemmeot  until  forced  to  by  necessity. 
We  find  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  Govern- 
ment was  pressed  hard,  and  Congress  was 
brought  to  the  necessity  of  using  strict  economy. 
They  did  so,  and  what  was  the  result  I  In  1ms 
than  three  years  the  Treasury  was  ovodowing. 
The  worst  of  this— indeed  the  only  evil  ^ot 
arising  from  it—was,  that  every  one  seemed  to 
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think  that  it  would  alw^  rem^n.  6o  &r  had 
this  opinion  heen  entert^ned,  that,  even  tliii 
year,  they  had  heard  an  dabmta  argument  u  I 
favor  of  dividing  the  sur^us  rev«ine  amon;  I 
the  several  States.  If  mch  a  plan  is  fessitrfe, 
snrdy  Congress  con  afford  to  reduce  the  doty 
on  sdt,  the  amount  <tf  which  is  comparativdy 
trifling.  But,  while  he  [Mr.  S.]  doubted  the 
policy  of  the  plan  for  dividing  the  snrptos 
among  the  members  of  the  Uni<»,  he  was  (tf 
opinion  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  Oongress  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  salt,  because  it  was  in  their 
power  to  lessen  other  expenditures  to  meet  that 
redaction,  without  inouning  the  oemore  <rf 
throwing  away  the  publio  money,  as  th^  cfta 
did.  He  knew  that  the  duty  was  Imposed 
mdflr  oironmstanoe  that  did  not  aSbrd  a  ssne- 
tim  for  Its  continuance  even  untU  this  ftnai. 
At  the  time  that  a  salt  tax  was  first  levied,  tbi 
oooutry  was  in  difficulty,  we  owed  large  deUa^ 
and  were  obliged  to  lay  hold  of  every  thisf:, 
even  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  Aa 
impost  was  levied  on  salt,  which  was  considered 
a  war  doty,  and  afterwards  removed.  Whan 
this  impost  was  again  laid  on  aajt,  dorii^  tlw 
last  war,  it  was  again  understood  to  be  nwrelx 
a  temporary  measure.  But,  after  the  war, 
when  the  tuiff  of  1816  was  adopted,  the  doty 
on  every  other  imported  artide  was  decreand 
or  removed,  while  this  odious  tax  was  retained. 
Had  not  the  people  great  reason  to  oomplun  of 
this  partial  and  un&ir  arrangement  f  8o&rai 
the  revenue  was  ocmcemed,  be  thought  the 
oltJection  to  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  autt^ned. 
But  tltere  were  other  points^  besides  that  ' 
relating  to  the  revenue,  which  had  been  broi^ 
to  bear  upon  the  measure^  He  would,  the» 
fore,  leave  the  revenue  where  it  waa,  and  ssy  a 
few  words  on  the  fisheries  and  manufscturca. 
In  respect  to  the  fisheries,  when  tbb  eutject 
was  formerly  brought  forward,  and  a  bounty 
was  first  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  fisheries 
Mr.  Madison  olyected  to  the  granting  of  s 
bounty,  as  not  allowed  by  the  constttation. 
Mr.  Goodhue,  of  Massachusetts^  thn  pn^toeed 
the  word  aUowance^  observing  that  they  cared 
very  little  about  the  word  in  case  they  cditsiDed 
thethiug.  The  bill  waa  Mssed,  and  thsy  did  gat 
the  thing;  and,  from  all  rqmts,  U  appcsKd 
that  great  frvods  vere  onnmittM  UMcr  tbii 
bounty  law.  The  fidiennen  became,  fn  some 
instances,  smunlers,  and,  altiiough  thigr  eraded 
the  duty,  recdved  from  the  Odleotors  the 
bounty.  The  teoipt^on  of  twen^  coits  on 
the  bushel  was  too  great  for  thdr  morality. 
Thus  injury  was  done  both  to  the  importer  and 
to  the  revenue.  If  Congress  removed  thi* 
heavy  duty  so  ss  to  lessen  ute  oUeot  of  sniog- 
gling,  it  was  alt<^ther  probable  that,  ulti- 
mately, instead  of  redudng  the  revenue,  the 
measure  would,  by  causing  an  increased  impor> 
tation,  increase  the  revenue;  at  least  that  it 
wotild  not  be  diminished.  Certainly  the  coo- 
sumption  of  the  artide  for  agricultural  purposes 
would  be  vastly  iuoreMed,  so  that,  dthoo^ 
the  income  from  this  srtlde  would  be  reduced 
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DomiDoIl/  800,000  doUsn,  it  might  fiiirly  be 
cakmlataii  that  no  neh  redaction  in  the  Koeipta 
on  nlc  voold  take  (daoe.  The  grand  ^ueiitton, 
kmrever,  seemed  to  be— Can  we  risk  ao/ 
ndaetiuD  of  the  nvenne?  Oan  we  tpan  the 
nm  £ir  a  tnomentf  To  this  he  answered,  yes ; 
we  CUD  do  it  by  saving  and  eoonomy.  We  can 
ifibrd  to  meet  this  reduction,  bj  diminishing 
{nrexpeoditare  in  other  respects.  It  had  been 
Bid  that  this  redaction  would  ii^are  the 
nuuDfactores.  Whatl  iqjore  manafactarea 
tbst  hare  ei^ojed  for  a  long  series  ci  years  the 
protection  of  an  onerous  war  dutyf  Iqjure 
msQDfactares  that  have  long  since  arrived  at 
nuttarityt  and,  for  thw  benefit,  oontinoe  a 
borthenaome  tax  upon  the  agrionltural  classes  I 
Erea  before  the  impootion  of  this  doty,  they 
Ten  without  protection,  and  were  prosperous. 
H*  thoitgfat  it  a  great  ot^jeot  of  legislation  to 
ndooetbeexpenaea  of  Uriog,  as  it  faureaaed  the 
aieooragement  to  labor,  and  the  prosperity 
ud  comfort  of  all  ranks  of  (utizens.  The 
dotin  which  had  been  laid  on  many  of  the 
CMofofts  and  neeessaries  of  life  had  much  in- 
CKssed  the  ezpense  of  funilies — ^he  thought  he 
Bu^t  say,  at  least,  one-half.  And,  whenever 
uy  portion  of  those  datiea  oould  be  diminished, 
be  was  fiilly  of  opinion  that  the  diminution 
oo^t  to  take  place.  He  had  been  told  that  the 
fice  of  the  salt  manufactured  in  the  State  of 
Kew  York,  waa  26  cents;  that  it  had  a  dnty  to 
H7  ten  oKitB ;  and  it  had  been  sud  in  the 
Scute,  that,  taking  away  the  duty,  would  not 
ndaoe  the  prioe  of  the  articde.  Although  this 
VH  a  doetrina  which  he  never  had  hoird 
lie&re,  and  the  phUosopbT  of  whleh  ha  oould 
Mt  penetrate^  be  was  wdluig  to  admit  its  truth: 
&>r,  if  it  waa  a  good  theory,  the  reduction  of 
the  daty  contemplated  by  this  bill  could  not,  by 
posibility,  iiynre  the  mannfaotnrers  of  salt 
tbruoghont  the  oountry. 

Kr.  BcGouu  s^d,  that  he  oould  not  vote  for 
tlu  bill.  It  was  agreed  that  th««  was  a 
dcficieaey  in  the  revenue,  and  that  the  state 
<tf  the  country  required  rather  an  increase  than 
a  reduction  of  ita  resources.  The  aignment 
tbtt  this  waa  a  war  tax,  had  not  with  nim  as 
(Kat  weight  as  with  some  otiier  gentlemen; 
nd  he  was  aomewbat  perplexed  to  account, 
■tiiGictonly,  for  the  manner  of  argning  made 
of  by  the  gentinnan  fhmi  Maryund.  He 
■xgso  by  aasenting  to  the  statements  of  the 
iwlansa  frran  Dialaware,  in  relation  to  the 
■hnniog  d<^deney  of  the  revenue,  and  oon- 
duded  by  arguing  that  this  is  a  war  tax,  and 
oaght  to  be  removed.  He  acknowledged  that 
tlie  Goveroment  required  all  the  iooome  it  now 
enjojeJ,  yet  he  wished  to  remove  this  JwrUon 
^  it.  If  the  cooclnsions  of  the  ffencleman 
•row  Delaware  were  correct,  to  his  mind  it  was 
cicar  that  the  reduotion  conld  not  be  afforded, 
ud  that  it  was  impolitic  to  pass  the  bill  at  the 
Preaeot  time.  If,  as  hod  been  argued,  it  was  the 
dnty  Congress  to  take  off  the  duty  on  salt,  still 
be  thoQ^t  it  ought  not  to  be  done  until  the 
'■wuieof  the  oouiUry  ii  placed  ia  a  eondition 
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to  bear  the  reduction.  Nor  did  he  tliink  it 
would  be  equitable  to  remove  the  protection 
now  affbrded  to  the  mauo&cturers  of  salt,  with- 
out giving  them  a  litUe  previous  time  to  prepare 
for  the  change  which  it  would  produce.  By 
suddenly  removing  the  protection,  those  persons 
who  had  invested  large  capitals  in  this  manu- 
fscture,  and  who  had  supposed  the  law  upon 
this  Bul^ect  setUed  aad  permanent,  would  be 
seriously  injured.  Moay  of  them  wonld  he 
inevitably  ruined  by  the  immediate  operation 
of  tiiii  hill.  If  the  tax  was  reduced  at  oil,  he 
thooght  this  was  not  the  time  for  its  reduction. 
He  could  not  believe,  with  his  colleague,  that 
the  people,  or  any  oonsiderable  portion  of  them, 
would  be  benefited  by  the  change.  He  had. 
received  infonoation  upon  the  snliJect,  from 
Ohio,  and  that  information  oonvinoed  him  that 
the  bill  would  be  very  tt^nrions  to  the  people 
of  that  State.  He  knew  of  one  company  in 
which  eighty  thousand  dollars  were  invested, 
and  a  great  number  of  laborers  employed,  all 
of  whom  would  be  deprived  of  their  occupa- 
tion, and  the  capitalists  forced  to  abandon,  with 
great  loss,  the  property  Invested.  And  if  once 
destroyed,  how  cuuld  we  expect,  in  case  of  a 
future  war,  to  restore  at  once  those  manufacto- 
ries which  require  years  to  perfect  their  estab- 
lishment ?  The  duty  had  been  continued  twelve 
years,  and  not  on  individual  who  engaged  in  the 
monufscture,  ever  dreamed  that  it  was  other 
than  permanent.  As  to  the  scarcity  of  salt  in 
Cincinnati  the  reason  was  obvious.  The  river 
had  been  muen,  and  it  was  impos^bla  for  the 
merchants  to  obtain  their  sopplies.  And  while 
on  tiiis  part  of  bis  colleague's  statement,  he 
would  ask  if  the  people  of  Ohio  had  ever  |>eti- 
tioned  for  protection  from  the  comlunationa^ 
the  tfibcta  of  which  are  described  as  so  oppres-' 
sive  i  If  they  had  not,  there  waa  no  reason  to 
believe  that  Ihev  were  desirous  of  a  change. 
The  truth  seemed  to  be,  that  tiiis  was  a  measure 
got  up  in  the  Senate,  upon  which  the  desires  of 
the  people  had  not  been  consulted  or  obtained. 
He  tliooght  that,  before  a  law  of  the  kind  was 
passed,  trie  wishes  of  the  community  ought  to  be 
consulted:  and  he  doubted  not  their  decision 
would  have  been,  keep  on  the  duty  until  the 
debts  of  the  nation  are  paid.  He  shouhl,  there- 
fore, vote  agaiust  the  bilL 

MT.  Yak  Husks  sud,  thftt  In  the  present 
acknowledged  condition  of  the  revenue,  it 
appeared  improper  to  introduce  any  bill  which 
would  tend  to  lessen  the  income  of  the  Treas- 
ury. The  deficiency  of  the  pubho  funds  was 
now  reduced  to  a  oertmnty.  Congress  began 
this  year  with  the  supposition  that  there  were 
two  and  a  half  milliuns  in  the  Treasury.  He 
now  understood  that  this  was  erroneous,  and 
that,  owing  to  an  error,  that  amount  roust  be 
reduced  to  one  million  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  which,  according  to  the  computation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  waa  the  sum 
remninin<r  in  the  Treasury.  And  this  sura  was 
tiiere  Liy  reason  of  the  Secretary  liaving  omitted 
to  pay  the  two  nulUooa  reserved  as  a  sinkiug; 
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ftmd.  So  that,  if  the  Treantrj  bad  paid  its 
obligationa,  it  woold  have  been  mlniB  seTen 
bandred  thooBand  doUan.  The  defldency 
eerttdolj  ooonrred  before  the  |veMiit  Seoretarr 
came  into  office :  but  it  was  a  vant  of  fitith  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  in  not  paying  the 
sinking  fond,  and  the  foorteen  hundred  uionsand 
dollars  was  in  the  Treasnrr,  beoaose  that  fond 
hod  not  been  paid.  He  uionld,  on  the  eronnd 
of  the  condition  of  the  finanoes,  oppose  the  bill 
■with  his  vote. 

Mr.  JoHKSTON,  of  Lonidana,  sdd,  that  he  had 
no  donbt  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was 
entirely  mistaken.  The  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware hud,  in  hia  opinion,  made  a  mistake  of 
half  a  million.  The  amonnt  of  money  in  the 
Treasanr  w&a  an  imaginary  snro,  and  mach  of 
the  fand  oondsted  of  Irands.  The  sum  to  be  re- 
served  from  the  ezpenditnre,  for  a  sinking  frind, 
was  two  minions.  This  oonld  not  be  raid  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treosnry,  who  nad  so 
anthority  for  doing  so.  The  gentleman  btew 
that  the  rerenne  bad  been,  dnnng  the  last  year, 
defrauded  of  one  million,  which  never  happened 
before ;  and  this  wonid,  in  some  measore,  ac- 
coant  for  the  present  condition  of  the  finances. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  seemed  to  think 
the  expenditure  of  lost  year  an  unreasonable 
one,  as  he  passed  some  general  censnre  on  the 
appropriations.  Hr.  J.  thought,  if  the  gentle- 
man would  turn  his  attendon  to  those  appro- 
priations, he  Tpould  find  them  all-essential.  He 
then  enumerated  the  prominent  objects  to  which 
money  bad  been  appropriated  by  Congress  last 
year,  and  condnded  by  observing,  that  it  was 
an  error  to  suppose  that  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure of  tne  Goverument  was  greater  last 
year  than  any  previoos  year ;  as  it  was  not  so. 

Mr.  BmasLT  conceived  that  the  gentleman 
fivra  Louisiana  was  mistaken  in  tiie  coostmo- 
tion  of  the  act  in  relation  to  the  sinking  fhnd. 

Mr.  Johnston  replied,  that  he  apoke  <A  the 
act  only  as  it  was  construed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Mr.  RiDGBLT  read  the  actw  Of  the  surplus  of 
money  in  the  Treasury  after  the  expenditure  of 
the  year,  by  the  fourth  section,  two  millions 
were  to  be  reserved  as  a  permanent  sinking 
fund.  It  was  admitted  that  there  was  now  due 
to  the  Oommisuoners,  on  account  of  this  fund, 
the  sum  of  three  millloM.  Here,  then,  was  an 
engagement  which  thelioaiSDiy  was  not  able  to 
meet,  and  taking  this  ftet  alone,  it  did  appear 
that  the  demands  upon  the  Treasnry  eotdd  not 
be  discharged. 

Mr.  Chandler  said,  that,  although  it  might 
be  uncommon  that  there  were  few  or  no  peti- 
tions in  favor  of  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt, 
yet,  the  duty  on  salt  was  a  great  and  oppressive 
burthen  to  the  agricoltural  Interest  As  to  this 
argument  against  the  bill,  the  Senate  was  every 
day  in  the  habit  of  acting  upon  bills  introduo^ 
on  the  motion  of  a  member.  He  couMdered  it 
of  very  little  importance,  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
anbject  It  was  known  tliat  this  duty  was  a 
tax  levied  during  the  war,  and  to  effect  the  pnr> 


[FnanuT,  ISiT. 

poses  of  a  war.  It  was  never  intended  that  it 
shonld  remain,  when  tbatstate  of  things f«a«i 
The  sooner,  therefore,  it  waa  taken  the 
voctaet  Jnatioe  would  be  done,  whidi  had  lonj 
been  deuced.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
BrooLSs]  seemed  to  think  that,  if  the  tax  ir» 
removed  at  all,  it  should  have  beenimmediatelf 
after  the  war ;  and  that,  now  it  had  been  sIt9e^ 
ed  to  remahi  so  long,  it  would  be  a  serious  eril 
to  remove  it  But  this  was  not  good  msos- 
ing  or  Just  policy.  That  gentleman  abo  ob- 
jected that  the  people  had  not  penerallj  peti* 
tioned  against  the  tax.  But  he  did  not  seem  to 
know  the  disposition  of  the  fiumers  of  the 
country.   They  were  a  peaceable  doss,  qaittlf 

frursuing  their  laborious  ocenpationa,  who  be- 
leved  uat  Congress  would  relieve  than,  oA 
who  knew  that  the  object  was  in  progrenfiir 
that  purpose.  They,  tnerdioK  did  not  thisk  It 
necesaoiT  to  load  the  table  wlu  oompluntief 
a  borthen  which  they  bad  l<»g  and  patio^ 
endured,  and  which  they  beHeveo  was  ^saeiwj 
understood.  "iSx.  0.  believed  the  doty  oughtto 
be  removed — ^he  had  heard  no  aigumoit  d 
wd^t  agidnst  the  bill— and  he  knew  no  ream 
under  Hraven  why  the  duty  should  be  retnoed, 
or  Congress  should  refriseto  relieve  thsoah 
class  of  people  who,  in  a  time  of  peace,  Isborec 
under  the  oppression  of  a  war  tax. 

Mr.  Branch  said  the  gentleman  from  Oluo 
had  remarked  that  this  bill  was  the  only  i^- 
spring  of  the  Agricultural  Committee ;  and  h« 
had  hoped  that  gentleman  would  have  extended 
his  accustomed  urbanity  to  tiiis  only  meann 
for  the  benefit  of  that  n^ected  cl«a,  wbidi  had 
been  ImHu^t  before  the  Senate  dnriag  Aii 
sesdon.  fVotn  this  eonrideratifn  alon^-that 
the  Agricultural  Committee  bad  importnoed 
the  Senate  so  little,  this  suttjeet  was  entitled  to 
attenUon.  But  it  bad  other  ehdnis  upon  Ooa- 
gress.  It  had  a  cl^m  founded  in  Josdce^  and 
the  equal  rights  of  diflbrent  classes  of  ciuzeas. 
The  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  Inll,  afta  at- 
tempting various  grounds  of  argument,  bad 
settled  down  upon  me  revenue :  and  hero  tkf 
made  their  most  desperate  stand.  Tb«  first  po- 
sition taken  by  thero,  was  the  ir^Jury  imsfiMd, 
which  this  bill  would  inflict  upon  the  fisfaenei 
The  gentleman  from  Kew  HamTishire  hsd  moA 
effectually  driven  them  fit>m  that  gronod.  ^ 
waa  clear  thcj  were  at  fcnlt  In  that  point;  and 
are  they  not  as  mneh  in  error  famt  Hovdo 
oil  the  statements  wUoh  have  been  made  tbii 
morning  affree  with  those  we  have  heaid  hot 
within  a  eliort  time  I  At  the  opening  of  the 
session  we  had  an exnberont Treasury — wewer* 
then  overflowing  with  wealth.  But  now,  wboi 
we  ask  the  removal  of  this  partial  and  exorbi- 
tant impost,  what  is  the  answer  f  We  are  told, 
forsooth,  that  the  Treasury  is  drdned.  We  cjn 
appropriate  money  for  every  other  object.  But 
tlie  scarcity  is  severely  felt  when  any  endeavor 
is  made  to  ame^orate  the  condition  of  agricul- 
ture. We  can  appropriate  our  thoossnda  for 
foreign  objects,  but  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  as- 
sistanoe  tsx  the  laboring  community  at  boM 
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Ycfl,  from  ft  principle  of  ftlw  philanthropy,  the 
Government,  last  year,  nppn^aiated  tvo  or  three 
hundred  tboiuaad  dollara  for  the  pnrchaw  of  a 
frigate  for  the  Greeks.  It  was  done  eorertlT; 
I  eilmit— hot  it  was  done ;  and  we  then  beard 
Bathing  of  the  poverty  of  the  TreaBory — notb- 
bg  ot  econoin;— nothing  of  the  danger  of  en- 
croacbiag  apoa  the  moDM^^i^ed  to  the  pay- 
meot  <tf  the  pnbUo  debt.  This  coarse  expen- 
ditore  bad  gone  on  from  time  to  time,  until  the 
Silt  bill  waa  touched  upon,  and  tiien  the  mine 
brings:  then  ve  are  a  wretched  BanVrnpt  Na- 
tion, and  oanDOt  afford  to  reduce  the  paltry  sam 
of  three  hundred  thooaand  dolkis  of  the  dn^ 
CO  tait,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and,  I  may 
Mj,  the  TFhde  people :  for  tbia  u  empbaticdly 
tM  pef^te'fl  bill.  Now  we  have  no  fnnds  to 
^m,  and  another  atep  will  rain  the  conntry. 
I  hod  not,  said  Mr.  6.,  expected  to  meet  with 
tiiis  want  of  liberality,  especially  after  the  re- 

Kia  fkvur  of  the  bill,  by  the  Committee  of 
ace.  The  uUy  qnestioa  waa,  whether  we 
ttnlddiqMBnwith  tlUa  amount  of  nvenne;  for 
n  oplidon  loon  that  point,  the  Mil  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Fmance  Committee ;  and  the  able 
ctudnnan  informs  na  that  it  can  be  done;  that, 
bf  retreodimeot  in  other  oseleBe  expenditarea, 
n  can,  at  leogtb,  perform  tills  act  of  justice  to 
the  nwrt  nsefta  claas  of  our  oomimmity.  Still, 
ve  are  told  Uiat  the  country  is  bankrupt ;  and, 
tren  the  Mends  of  the  Administration  tell  ns 
to,  Id  ctHitradictioD  to  the  Message  of  the  Chief 
Migistrat*  at  the  opraing  of  the  sesrion,  which 
mftmned  m  that  oar  Treasury  was  overflowing. 
He  hoped  these  inconsistences  wonld  have  no 
upon  the  Senate :  bat  that,  convinced  of 
wjnstiee  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the  bill, 
AToaldbeaaoeessfnl. 

Ibe  bin  waa  then  passed,  by  the  following 
^utdaaBt  to  the  other  House fiv  oooom> 
Rsee: 

Tub.— ifnnt.  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
9>u»ben^  Chandler,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Edwsrda,  H«r- 
nMo,  HajDc,  King,  Knight,  Macon,  MaKinler, 
undotpfa,  Reed,  Rowan,  Smith  of  Md.,  Smith  of 
i    Write,  WiUej,  WiUiami,  Woodbury— 24. 

Sire.— Mean,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bo(iligaT,Chave, 
^JtoD,  Dickermn;  Tuidlar,  Hendricks,  Holmea. 

of  Kj^  Johnston  of  Lou.,  Kane,  Marks, 
•^OHt.  Ridgelj,  RobbiDs,  Rubles,  Sanford,  Sey- 
«w,  Thoinai,  Van  Bureo— 21. 

The  UviUd  State*  and  Cfeorgia. 

Tbe  follnfring  HesBoge  was  received  from  the 
Ptesidetit  of  the  United  States^  by  the  hands  of 
«"  private  Secretary : 
A  Hm  &Mle  mid  IToute  of 

lUpnmntaiivet  of  the  United  BtatM : 

Washikotoit,  6th  Febrwrjf,  1827. 
1  nbiuit  to  the  conaderation  of  Congress,  a  letter 
^  the  Agent  of  the  United  States  with  the  Creek 
">^iuis,  vho  invoke  the  protection  of  the  Oovem- 
n>tBt  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  defence  of  the  righta 
ttnitory  seenred  to  tlwt  nation  by  the  treaty 
wwuded  at  Washington,  and  ratified  on  the  part 
«|be  I'oited  Stales^  on  the  twenty-aeeond  of  April 


The  complaint  set  forth  in  tliia  letter,  that  Sur- 
veyors from  Georgia  have  been  employed  in  sur- 
veying lands  within  the  Indian  territory,  as  secured 
by  that  treaty,  la  aathgnticated  by  information  in- 
offlcially  received  from  other  qoarters,  and  there  Is 
reaawi  to  believe  that  one  or  more  of  the  Surveyors 
have  been  arrested  in  their  progren  by  the  Indians. 
Their  fbrbearance,  and  reliance  upon  the  good  fkith 
of  the  United  States,  will,  it  is  tioped,  avert  scenes 
of  violence  and  blood,  which  there  is  otlierwise  too 
much  cause  to  appreliend  will  retolt  from  these  pro- 
oeedinge. 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congiesa,  of  tha 
SOth  of  March,  1802,  to  regalate  trade  and  Inter- 
coarse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  pence 
on  the  frontien,  it  is  provided,  that  if  any  cititen 
of,  or  other  person  rraldent  In,  the  United  States 
shall  make  a  settlement  on  any  knds  belonnn^  or 
secured,  or  granted  by  treaty  with  the  United  States 
to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  sluU  survey,  or  attempt  to 
eorvey,  such  lands,  or  designate  any  of  the  boun- 
daries by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  such  offender 
sltall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  suffer  Imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve 
months.  By  the  16th  and  iTth  sections  of  the  same 
sUtnte,  two  distinct  processes  are  prescribed,  by 
cither  or  both  of  which,  the  above  enactment  may 
be  eanied  Into  ezee^ion.  By  the  first,  it  is  d^ 
clored  to  be  lawM  for  the  military  force  of  the 
United  States  to  apprehend  every  penon  found  in 
the  Indian  cotmtry,  over  and  lieyond  the  boundary 
line  between  ttie  United  States  and  the  Indian 
tribes.  Id  vitriatioo  of  any  of  the  provisions  or  reg- 
ulations of  the  act,  and  immediately  to  convey 
them,  in  the  nearest  convenient  and  nfe  ronto,  to 
the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States,  in  some  one 
of  the  three  next  adjoining  States  or  Dlstiiots,  to 
be  proceeded  against  in  due  course  of  law. 

By  the  second,  it  is  directed,  that,  if  any  person 
charged  with  a  violation  of  any  of  the  provirions  or 
regulatlona  of  tlie  act,  shall  be  found  within  any  of 
of  the  United  Statra,  or  ^tlier  of  their  territorial 
dlsbriota,  aiich  (deader  may  be  there  apprehended, 
and  braogbt  to  trial  to  the  same  manner  as  if  saoh 
crime  or  offence  had  been  committed  within  soch 
SUte  or  IMstrict;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  military  force  of  the  United  Sutes,  when  called 
upon  by  the  ciril  magistrates,  or  any  proper  officer, 
or  other  person  duly  autboriied  for  that  purpose, 
and  having  a  lawful  warrant,  to  idd  and  aadat  aodh 
magistrate,  officer,  or  o^er  person  so  authorized 
in  arresting  such  offender,  and  committing  turn  t4 
safe  euato^  for  trial  acconUng  to  law. 

The  first  of  these  processes  is  adapted  to  the  ai^ 
rest  of  the  trespasser  upon  Indian  territories,  on  tho 
spot,  and  in  the  act  of  committing  the  offence.  But, 
aa  it  applies  the  action  of  the  doTenuaeot  of  tho 
United  Sutes  to  places  when  the  dril  process  of 
the  law  has  no  authorixed  course,  it  is  conumtted 
entirely  to  the  functions  of  the  military  force  to 
arrest  the  person  of  the  offender,  and  after  bring- 
ing him  wiuiin  the  reach  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Courts,  there  to  deliver  him  into  custody  for  trioL 
The  second  mokes  the  violator  of  the  Uw  amenable 
only  after  his  offence  has  been  consummated,  and 
when  ha  has  returned  within  tlie  civil  JarisAotion 
of  Uw  Union.  Th\»  process,  in  the  first  Instance, 
is  merely  of  a  civil  character,  but  may,  in  like  nuuh 
ner,  be  enforced,  by  eaUing  in,  if  necessary,  the 
aid  of  the  miUtary  force. 

Eotartiuidng  no  doobt  that,  hi  the  piesaBt  eaait 
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the  resort  to  eitber  of  tbeso  toodes  of  process,  or 
to  both,  -wu  within  the  diacreUoD  of  the  Executive 
Authority,  and  penetrated  with  the  doty  of  maiii- 
tRining  the  rights  of  the  Indimns,  as  secured  both 
hy  the  treat;  and  Uie  law,  I  concluded,  after  Aill 
deliberation,  to  have  recourse  on  tliis  occasion,  in 
the  first  instanee,  only  to  the  civil  process.  In- 
BtructioDS  have  accordingly  been  given  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  to  the  Attorney  and  Marshal  of  the 
United  States  in  the  District  of  Oeor^  to  com- 
mence prosecnUons  gainst  the  Surveyors  complain- 
ed of  &a  having  violated  the  law,  while  orders  have 
at  the  same  Ume  been  forwarded  to  the  A^nt  of 
the  United  States,  at  once  to  assure  the  Indians 
tiwt  their  rights,  founded  upon  the  treaty  and  the 
kw,  we  rec^gnlied  by  tUa  Qovemment,  and  will 
be  feithfiilly  protected,  and  earnestly  to  exhort 
them,  by  the  forbearaoce  of  every  act  of  boetllity 
on  their  part,  to  preserve  mumpaired  that  right 
to  protection,  seoui«d  to  them  by  the  sacred  pledge 
of  the  good  faith  of  this  nation.  Copies  of  these 
instraotiona  and  orders  are  herewith  transmitted  to 
Congress. 

In  abstidning,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
from  the  appl^tion  of  any  military  force,  I  have 
Iwen  goremed  by  eondderationa,  which  will,  I  truat, 
meet  the  concurrence  of  the  Legislature.  Among 
them,  one  of  pammount  importance  has  been,  that 
these  surveys  have  been  attempted,  and  partly 
effected,  under  color  of  legal  authority  from  the 
State  of  Georgia.  That  the  Surveyors  are  therefore 
not  to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  individual  and  soli- 
tary transgressors,  but  as  the  Agents  of  a  Sovereign 
State,  acting  in  obedience  to  authority  which  they 
believed  to  be  binding  upon  them.  Intimations 
had  been  given  that,  uiould  they  meet  wilh  inter- 
ruption, they  would,  at  all  haEards,  be  sustained  by 
the  military  force  of  the  State,  in  which  event,  u 
the  military  force  of  the  Unioa  should  have  been 
employed  to  enforce  ita  violated  law,  aconflid  vtuH 
have  ensued,  which  would,  in  itself,  have  infficted  a 
wound  upon  the  Union,  and  bare  presented  the 
aspect  of  one  of  these  confederated  States  at  war 
with  the  rest.  Anxious,  above  all,  to  avert  this 
state  of  things,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  impressed 
with  the  deepest  conviction  of  my  own  duty,  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  shall  be  executed,  and  the 
fiuth  of  the  nation  preserved,  X  have  used,  of  the 
means  entrusted  to  the  ExecuUve  for  that  purpose, 
only  those  which,  withoat  resorUng  to  military 
force,  may  vindicate  the  sanctity  of  the  law,  by  the 
ordinary  agency  of  the  Judicial  tribunals. 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  disguised,  that  the 
act  of  Uie  Legislature  of  Georgia,  under  the  con- 
structions ipven  to  it  by  the  Governor  of  that  SWe, 
and  tiie  surveys  made,  or  attempted,  by  bis  antiiori* 
ty,  beyond  the  boundary  secured  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  of  April  last,  to  the  Creek  Indians,  are 
in  direct  violation  of  the  Supreme  Law  of  this  land, 
set  forth  in  a  Treaty,  which  has  received  all  the 
sanctions  provided  by  the  constituUon,  which  we 
have  been  sworn  to  support  and  maintain. 

Happily  distributed  as  the  sovereign  powers  of 
the  people  of  this  Union  have  been,  between  their 
General  and  State  Governments,  their  history  has 
already  too  often  presented  collisions  between  these 
divided  authotiUes,  with  regard  to  the  extent  of 
their  respective  powers.  No  instance,  however, 
has  hitherto  occurred,  in  which  this  collision  has 
been  urged  into  a  conflict  of  actual  force.  Ko 
other  eaaa  is  known  to  ban  hqtpeBed,  In  whiah  the 


application  of  military  force  by  the  GovcraBcatdf 
the  Union  has  been  preecribed  for  the  enbieenttt 
of  a  law,  the  violation  of  which  has,  vidua  laj 
single  State,  been  prescribed  by  a  l^slalive  ict  ii 
the  State.  In  the  present  instance,  it  is  m;  dutj 
to  say,  that,  if  the  LeeislaUve  and  EsecatiTe  A» 
thorittes  of  the  State  of  Georgia  should  persevnf  ia 
acta  of  encroachment  a  pen  the  territories  itcmi 
by  a  solemn  Treaty  to  the  Indians,  and  the  hwi 
the  Union  remain  unaltered,  a  superadded 
tion,  even  higher  than  that  of  hunan  authoi^, 
will  compel  the  Executive  of  the  United  Sutes  to 
enforce  the  laws,  and  fulfil  the  duties  <tf  the  vM&m, 
by  all  the  fbree  committed  for  that  puipow  to  bii 
charge.  That  the  arm  of  military  force  nil  bi 
resorted  to  only  in  the  event  of  the  fcilure  tt  il 
other  expedients  provided  by  the  laws,  a  |Mgcbu 
been  ^ven,  by  the  forbearance  to  employ  ii  u  tUi 
time.  It  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congito 
to  determine,  whether  any  further  act  of  kgiduita 
may  be  necessary  or  expedient  to  meet  the  cma- 
gency  which  these  transactions  may  produce. 

JOHN  QUINCr  ADAIS. 

The  Keawige  haTiug  been  read- 
Mr.  Benton  moved  the  roferenoe  of  the  Ms- 
sage  to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  At  first  b< 
had  thought  it  a  fit  suljeot  for  n  refereooe  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs;  bat  be 
not  now  think  so,  as  there  were  qoeatioiB  io- 
TolTcd  in  the  Message  in  relation  to  the  cb- 
forcement  of  laws  and  treaties,  whidi  nipmA 
an  investigation  of  the  Jadiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Berbieh  a^d;  I  agrM  with  the  Setutw 
from  Miflsoori,  tliat  this  Meauge,  and  the  ae- 
otHnpanying  docament^  on^t  not  to  be 
ferred  to  the  Oommittee  «t  indim  Affmn,  V- 
oaose  they  involve  questions  verr  much  beyoad 
the  limits  of  those  which  are  ordinarily 
propriately  assigned  to  that  committee.  I  «•* 
agrte  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  they  contti- 
tute  a  proper  sulyect  of  reference  to  the  •mt- 
ciary  Committee  ;  and  so  i>erfect  is  my  reliswe 
on  the  correctness  of  his  judgment,  when  he 
shall  have  directed  his  attention  to  the  vsrios 
BolJecU  of  this  Message,  that  I  shall  notheat^ 
to  propose  a  different  reference,  in  the  godd- 
denoe  that  he  will,  on  farther  reflection,  eoDor 
with  me  in  the  view  which  I  have  taken  « \\ 
and  will  therefore  withdraw  his  motion. 

Sir,  tho  Ptealdeat  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Message  now  before  ns,  has  called  us  to  tbe  wc- 
aideration  of  various  question^  in  their  utnre 
grave,  important,  and  delicate. 

He  has  told  you  that  certain  ff«cmoftl» 
State  of  Georgia,  acting  mthin  Ute  Imit*  (J 
that  State,  and  under  the  authority  of  it*  ««J 
have  violated,  according  to  hie  constmctioa  ol 
it,  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stale- 
He  has  told  you  that,  according  W  his  cod- 
Btroction  of  that  oct,  he  is  authoriaed  to  «^ 
these  oflBcera  thus  engaged  in  the  oiecoUon  « 
their  duty,  under  the  lows  of  the  Sttte,  im 
witiiin  its  limits,  and  to  bring  them  to  f™*  J*" 
fore  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  Stai^ 
w,  at  Ais  directum,  to  employ  the  ro^"."^ 
forces  of  ti»  Union,  the  army  of  the  Unite« 
States,  ^  tha  b^onets  of  Ua  regular  soUki?, 
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to  coerce  the  Sute  of  Geoi^a,  throagfa  these 
officers,  to  sabmit  to  Au  ooDstniotioD  of  this 
•ct,  ind  bis  opinion  as  to  the  rights  of  that 
Stale.  He  has  told  ;oa  that  he  has  already  di- 
rected tlie  arrest  and  trial  of  these  ofiBcers,  as 
ofiieDdera  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States ; 
ind  before  anj  decision  of  jours  can  operate, 
Uiu  mudate  will  no  doubt  nave  been  carried 
into  eStctt  ao  fiv  as  it  relates  to  the  arrest  of  the 
nMNMd  o&nderiL  He  sabmita  to  yon  the  in- 
tpajy  whether  am  act  of  l^idation  be  neees- 
mj  on  the  part  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States;  and  aeoompeniee  tms  inqniiy  with  the 
decluition  ni  his  aetermina^ii,  under  a  sense 
of  liigher  ohfigatloiis  than  any  which  Congress 
cm  impose,  if  m  his  view  it  shall  become  neces- 
urj,  to  call  ont  the  military  force  of  the  United 
Sutes  to  carry  this  act  of  Con^vss  into  effect, 
inordiog  to  Xi$  Bntoatanding  of  its  meamng 
uuIIntenL 

Sir,  I  repeat  the  declaration.  The  qnestions 
premted  by  this  Message  are  grave,  important, 
uddeliqate.  They  cannot  be  arranged  under 
tbebaad  (riT  the  dnUes,  appropriately  and  pecn- 
Eirij  asrignad  to  any  one  of  tlie  atuiding  oom- 
suttees  of  this  Hoose. 

Admit^g,  as  m  deference  to  the  authority 
bj  which  my  are  asserted,  we  are  bound  to 
do,  for  the  mere  purpoae  of  this  inqniry,  that 
the  bets  stated  are  true,  the  first  question  pre* 
tented  is  this : 

Does  the  esse  stated  fall  nnder  the  provinons 
d  the  act  of  Congress  referreil  to  in  the  Mes- 
^1  Abstractedly  considered,  as  a  mere 
•lueition  of  statutory  constroction,  I  agree  that 
ti^uafit  satnect  for  inquiry  by  the  Judiciary 
CoDumttee.  Bnt  another  qnestion  immediately 
sttpcrreaes.  The  P^tdent,  la  the  same  Me»- 
«^  teDi  yon  that  he  has  already  taken  meas- 
nrta  to  nbmit  tkla  qneslion  to  the  deeidon 
of  the  Jodieial  tribunals  of  the  United  States, 
^ith  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  is  it  pro|>a-  for 
Of  to  |jTe  our  sanetton  to  the  use  of  the  military 
finwflf  the  Union,  during  the  pradency  of  thU 
Jodidd  investigation!  I  M>prehend  this  in- 
qnirr  transcends  the  limits  uf^ the  duties  assign- 
^  to  the  Jadieiary  Committee.  It  would  be- 
^  man  tttpropriately  to  a  committee  on  the 
Sate  of  the  RepubUc,  if  such  a  committee  existed. 

£icladiiig  the  idea  of  the  actual  penduicy  of 
>  jnditaal  inquiry,  which  has  been  instituted 
uider  the  orders  of  the  Preudent  of  the  United 
btuas  himself,  another  aoestion  prints  itself, 
*liieh,in  my  Tiew,  equally  transcends  the  limits 
of  the  dnUea  which  appropriately  belong  to  the 
JodieiaTy  Committee.  I  state  it  thus : 
,  Is  ibe  resort  to  military  force,  htfttre  JuOeial 
tr-qviry  u  hady  an  appropriate  mode  of  deter- 
iDining  the  riffhts  of  one  itt^  the  sovereign  States 
of  tl'a  Ooofederaoy  %  The  question,  sir,  is  note 
oomparatiTely  unimpOTtaot  The  fiseling  of  iu- 
^iputkHi,  of  abhorrence,  whi<A  aoch  a  measure 
voold  excite,  would  be  so  strong,  so  universal, 
tut,  b^pily  for  ns,  no  man  in  the  times  in 
vbkh  we  live,  would  dare  to  resort  to  it.  Or, 
If  he  had  the  audacity  to  do  so,  he  would  bring 


down  upou  himself  the  merited  execrations  of 
Uie  whole  American  people.  But  we  are  esta1>- 
lishing,  so  far  as  may  depend  upon  us,  principles 
which  may  afiect  tiie  future  destinies  of  this 
Republic;  and  our  experience  has  taught  us, 
how  promptly  precedents  are  resorted  to^  to 
suattun  assumptions  of  power. 

Another  oneation,  alike  grave,  presents  itself 
to  oar  oonnoeration,  and  it  Is  eqmuiy  beyond  the 
limits  a!  the  duties  of  any  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees of  this  House. 

If  the  line  of  conduct  which  the  State  and  its 
officers  are  bonnd  to  pursue,  is  prescribed  by 
law — if  the  United  States  has  a  right  to  judicial 
inquiry,  as  to  the  effect  and  operation  of  that 
law,  on  the  case  stated  in  the  Message,  Ha»  not 
the  State  o/  Georgia  an  equal  right  to  tuch 
jvdieial  inquiry  f  Where  it  the  evidence  that 
the  sAuns  itt  If  she  meets  tlie  investigation 
which  the  Preddent  tells  you  he  has  directed 
to  be  instituted,  are  her  officers  to  have  a  fiiir 
and  an  impartial  trial — the  privilege  which  is 
allowed  to  the  veriest  culprit— or  are  they  to 
encounter  it  under  the  previous  dennnoiatioa 
o/[  the  President  and  Congreaa  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  army  to  back  them  ? 

It  is  another  subject  of  grave  and  int««sting 
inquiry,  which  every  lover  of  peace,  every 
friend  of  the  Uuiou,  wilt  delight  to  pursue, 
whether  some  other  mode  may  not  be  devised, 
by  which  this  difficulty  may  t«  adjusted,  with- 
out arrayiog  a  sovereign  State  of  this  Union 
against  the  Confederacy,  either  in  the  fomm  or 
the  field.  If,  happily,  such  a  meosare  cau  be 
devised,  all  will  agree  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
sorted to ;  and  yet  the  questions  necessary  to 
its  determination  are  beyond  the  sphere  of  the 
duties  of  any  standing  committee  of  this  House. 

There  is  yet  a  remuning  question,  fbU  of  im- 
portanoe  to  even'  member  ih  this  Oonfederacy. 
Tlie  Preddent  of  the  United  States  has  anuoune- 
ed  to  us  his  construction  of  an  Act  of  Congress, 
and  has  alleged  the  violation  of  that  Act,  by  the 
officers  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  acting  within 
her  limits,  and  nnder  the  authority  of  her  laws. 
He  has  declared  his  resolution  to  carr^  that  Act 
into  effect,  according  to  the  construction  which 
he  has  given  to  it,  by  the  use,  if  it  shall  become 
necessary,  of  all  the  means  at  his  disposal.  He 
has  distinctiy  announced  to  us  his  determina- 
tioD,as  an  ultimate  resort,  to  av^hinuelf  of  the 
military  arm  of  the  Union. 

On  a  question  of  contested  right,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  which 
is  already  in  a  trtun  of  judicial  investigation  be- 
fore the  tribonala  of  the  Union,  under  his  Im- 
mediate orders,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  conmders  himself  authorized  and  bound, 
under  a  sense  of  higher  obligntions  than  any 
which  ynn  con  impose,  to  send  the  army  of  the 
United  States  into  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  to  coerce  her  submission  to  his  will — 
to  his  interpretation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  if  such  an  exercise  of  ppwer  may 
find  the  color  of  justification,  under  existieg 
lawi,  does  it  not  beoome  us,  as  the  guardians 
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the  rights  of  the  States,  by  some  clear  and  ex- 
plicit act  of  legi^tion,  to  take  from  snoh  an  ex- 
ercise of  prerogative  the  shadow  of  pretenoe! 
I  BobmiL  then,  to  the  Senator  from  MisBoor^ 
and  to  this  House,  the  question,  whether  this 
ICessage,  thus  inndving  an  inquii^  materiaUy 
Acting  the  i^ts  ci  tiie  States  and  of  the 
Union,  and  the  powers  and  the  duties  of  the 
Frendent  of  the  United  States,  onf^t  to  be  re* 
ferr^  to  any  of  the  ordinary  standing  oomrait- 
tecs  of  this  House  t  And,  believing,  as  I  do, 
that  a  committee  spedally  constitated  for  the 
purpose  of  this  inquiry,  will  most  efiectoally  ao- 
oomplish  the  olgects  whidi  every  one  should 
destre  to  attiun,  the  aaoertainment  of  tm^,  the 
administration  of  Jnstice,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  coDstitutiooal  rights  of  the  States,  and  of 
the  Union,  I  move  that  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  accom- 
panying documents,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Ur.  HoufKs  said,  that  it  seemed  tiiai  part  of 
the  Uessage,  in  reality,  belonged  to  tM  Jndi- 
ciary  OtHomittee ;  that  another  part  belonged  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  AfudrB:  and  tliat 
anotiier  porUon  fairly  belonged  to  the  Military 
Oommittoe.  There  was  anothw  portion  of  this 
Message,  which  illustrated  an  opinion  which  Mr. 
H.  hul  long  entertained.  He  had,  for  a  long 
time,  considered  that  there  was  a  de^cienoy  in 
the  steading  committees,  and  that  another  ought 
to  be  added  to  those  which  already  existed  in 
the  Senate.  A  committee  to  decide  upon  all 
questions  between  the  States  and  the  United 
States,  would,  he  thought,  be  a  valuable  ed- 
ition ;  and  it  would  very  properly  receive  tiie 
name  of  the  Committee  of  the  States.  He 
would  only  aay,  tbat  ha  was  smry  any  oolHsion 
should  take  piaoe  betwem  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  any  of  the  State  Governments; 
and  a  question  of  sudi  a  nature  ought  rather  to 
be  referred  to  a  select  than  a  standing  committee. 

Mr.  Benton  observed,  that,  on  the  first  hear- 
ing of  the  Message,  he  had  thought  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  a  proper  reference ;  but,  on 
fttrther  consideration  of  the  various  questions 
involved  in  that  document,  be  was  disposed  to 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that 
the  proper  course  wonld  be  to  refer  it  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  lie  would,  therefore,  with- 
draw the  motion  he  had  made. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place;  when 
the  moticm  of  Mr.  Habsisok,  to  lay  the  Message 
on  the  table,  was  negatived^lS  to  86, 

The  question  on  we  motion  of  Mr.  Bkebivn 
to  refer  it  to  a  seleot  committee  at  five,  was 
then  put,  and  carried. 

[The  following  ad^tional  documents  on  this 
subject  were  communicated  by  the  Freddeut 
of  the  United  States,  on  a  qpbseqnent  day,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

To  its  JSmata  mi  ffoma  tif  Xeprmitlatiot$  ijf  the 
Vnitei  jffftttt; 

WAamaonM,      iU.,  1827. 
I  coounmioate  toCkngvess  oo^eaof  a  lettarfroin 


{FKsaoAKT,  18ST. 

the  Oovenior  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  received  since 
my  Heasage  of  the  Mh  instant,  and  of  •nehMocs 
reoelred  with  it,  fiirther  cenflraiatlve  of  the  ftcu 
Btoted  hi  thatUessage. 

JOHN  QCIKCT  ADAKj. 

ExBCDTtra  DEPAamEirr,  GsMmi, 
MUh^mMle,  titkjgmmmf,  ISH. 

Sib  :  As  the  oflSeem  of  Geor^a,  engaf^  in  tba  , 
execution  of  tbdr  duties  near  to  its  western  htm- 
dory,  by  order  of  the  Legislative  and  Ex«etrt)T« 
authority  of  the  State,  hare  Buffered  frequent  in- 
tenruptioo  from  the  Indians  of  the  Creek  aation, 
acoompamed  by  indignittes  and  iosolts  nIEdmly  | 
a^ravated,  and  are  still  threatened  with  otben  of 
mon  violent  and  outrageous  character ;  and,  ai 
there Itreason  to  believe  that  your  Agent  of  lodin 
A&its  is  the  prime  mover  and  instigator  of  the  | 
same,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  lay  before  yon  tbs 
enclosed  papers  in  support  of  that  twlicf,  and  lo  uk 
the  favor  of  you  to  inform  me  if  tliat  officer  is  to 
acting  by  your  authority,  or  with  your  sanction  tad  i 
countenance.    It  may  be  Ihonght  pamAil  enoo^ 
that  tlie  United  States  whose  nndonbtedriglit  it  b, 
shall  enter  into  oontrovetsy  with  Georgia  on  the  n- 
U^ty  of  treaties,  and  the  lawfnbiesa  of  boandarici,  i 
trMpasses  eoomiitted  on  tbc  one  side,  or  ri^l  of 
sovereignty  violated  on  the  other,  with  the  renedal 
or  redressive  measures  demanded  by  either. 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed  tbat  the  Prendent  would 
transfer  the  sovereign  attributes  to  a  sabalten 
agent,  much  less  that  he  would  delegate  them  for 
the  annoyance  of  the  peo^  of  Georgia,  for  iiavit 
to  their  public  functionaries,  for  inrasion  of  tlteir 
Territorial  rights,  and,  finally,  for  bloodshed. 

If  these  powers  bare  t>ecn  iosolcntly  assumed  by 
such  subaltern,  for  such  purposes,  it  u  not  for  die 
Governor  of  Georgia  to  dictate  to  the  Prendrat  tbe 
measures  which  oucfat  to  ibilow,  aa  well  in  rin^ca- 
tion  of  the  honor  w  the  United  States,  as  in  lepua- 
Uon  of  the  wrongs  done  toGeoigia.  The  Preadeot 
is  competent  to  Judge  them,  and  the  Gorenior 
doubts  not  his  wiUingneas  to  jadgc  them  righdy. 
With  great  conai deration  and  respect, 

0^11.  THOUP. 

The  Peksidxmt  or  the  Uihteo  States. 

GVf  V*"  '"'^  /"^  miUoMM  to  Oomnm 

Trmif. 

11th  DisTRicr,  CusOL  Cocwrr, 
January  lid,  1827. 

Sir  :  I  did  flatter  myself  that  I  should  hare  been 
able  to  complete  my  survey  without  trouUiiw  yoa, 
or  being  troubled  by  the  Indians,  but  in  Aislhan 
been  deceived.  Ei^t  or  ten  lusty  frilows  rods  up 
to  my  camp  last  night,  with  a  letter,  written  by 
Growell,  and  signed  by  several  Chlefk,  and  ordered 
me  to  desist  from  surveying  the  line  on  the  vert 
side  of  the  new  treaty  line.  Mr.  Rogers,  wbo  su^ 
veys  the  ninth  district,  and  who  will  be  the  bemr 
of  this,  was  broken  up  by  them  yesterday.  Tea 
will  know  best  what  measures  to  pursue  in  regard  to 
the  aflhir,  but  If  tbe  surrey  proceeds,  a  protecUon 
most  be  afforded  us,  and  that  must  be  siuficient  to 
protect  the  whole  frontier  Bne,  from  the  bter- 
section  of  the  Cherokee  line  with  the  Sute  line, 
to  Miller's  Bend.  There  is  abont  one-fourth  ol 
my  distriet  that  lies  west  of  Bright*s  Une,  and  I 

rMterday  completed  my  mwidlan  hues  tbroogh  h. 
shall,  to^y,  conunence  my  tfavetie  fines,  bo^ 
after  mature  refleotion,  I  cannot  feel  myself  lafc  la 
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CKMiiv  Brio's  liu  at  preafiDt,  bat  ihaU  prooMd 
to  mmj  that  pari  which  Um  Eait  of  tha  luie,  and 
vhalaBdooe,  I  ihall  make  ihaattMnpttoinmr 
the  iMluioe.  I  hope  by  that  time,  bowerer,  a  aum- 
cient  protection  will  be  afforded.  Mr.  Bogen  can 
btiter  iL&im  too  than  I  can  by  writing, 
zoiua,  THpeetflDlly, 

WnxT  WnxtAXB. 

CaxxK  Vixiax,  Jan.  12,  1827. 

tiahlt  Trmtjf: 

GoTUiica: — We,  tba  andcrrigned  Chlefli  and 
Bewl-oieo  of  tbe  Creek  naUon,  haviog  learnt,  witb 
BMmrct,  that  50a  are  ennged  Itt  lorTaTina  tbe 
iuBdalR^iirthaBnetrfthelae  treatr, and vidoh 
vat  not  eeded  that  treaty,  ve  hare  again  to  re> 
qpMrt  and  denaad  of  yon.  in  Ae  moat  fHendly 
toni^  that  yon  will  deabt  from  Btretcbing  a  chain 
onruT  of  ODT  lands,  not  oeded  by  Ute  said  treaty ; 
ve  flattered  oorselTes,  and  we  had  a  right  to  b^n, 
Ae  itipalalionB  of  that  trea^  womd  tiave  been 
friendly  obaerved  by  aO  parties  conoemed,  and  that 
VM  fonnerdiifcrMicea  with  oar  neirhbort,  the  Oeo^ 
giua,  would  hare  been  finally  Mttled,  and  tiiat  ve 
vMld,  in  fnture,  Ure  in  the  atrteteat  fHendaUp  in 
■B  oar  ioterooane.  We  are  deterndned,  on  oor 
put,  not  to  do  an  aot  that  can  be  calculated  to 
pte  ofience,  hot  are  right,  and  we  hope  they  will 
be  nfpeeted.   We  are  yoor  friendl. 

Sned  by  Little  Prince,  Oakfodiy  T<^o, 
Bif  TnMnuKg  Hargo^  Baitiebareo  Ghofco,  Vngaa 
fiorge,  CocM  Hodgo,  Cbareboi  IDcae. 

Qffrfa  bflfer  frtm  Jamet  A.  Bogert,  Dutriet  8mr- 

r^ar,  to  Oovmmor  Tfoap,  Jamiarf  2S,  1827. 
lu  ExcKixnicT,  GoTKSNOB  Tkoup  : 

Sib:  Endoied  yon  will  find  a  copy  of  an  Inatn^ 
Bent  (tf  writing,  which  waa  handed  to  ne  by  a  par- 
ed of  lodiaaa,  on  the  SlBtinMant;  and,  after  I  read 
letter,  they  demanded  of  me  my  eompan,  which 
I  hid  to  nrrendar  to  them,  bat  after  a  fsw  miuatea, 
■IwT  agreed  to  give  me  book  my  compam,  and 
would  come  with  me  orer  the  new  Tiettj  line, 
alueb  they  did,  and  threatened  me  Terr  levera  if  I 
■hoold  be  eao^t  over  BtWit^  Bne  again,  a  aurrey- 
■S.  I  have  come  cn  Co  Holntwh^  old  place,  and 
breitopt  my  handinntill  bear  from  you.  If  you 
iaieod  to  give  me  aaaiBtance,  I  hope  yoa  will  take 
tSe  eufiest  measare  to  get  it  to  me,  aa  prorision  is 
Kuce,  Ksd  my  hands  uneasy  to  go  home.  Aa  to 
tkc  Bomber  of  men  it  will  tske  to  guard  me,  I  am 
uaUe  to  My— 4ny  aituatitm  is  this;  Then  is 
Oree  settlements  of  Indians  in  my  IHstrict  that 
We  in  them  abont  ten  men ;  and  In  two  ndlea,  6n 
tiie  AlabaDia  mde,  there  is  a  laige  town  that  I  am 
told  hare  from  forty  to  fifty  warriors  In  it,  which 
at«  be  placed  on  the  new  treaty  line  as  spies,  and 
pnteatthe  land  from  being  surveyed;  and,  sa  for 
ionhcr  inlbrmetion,  I  will  refer  yon  to  U ajor  Pana- 
Mk,  the  bearer  of  this  express,  and  wtio  waa  with 
ke  «ben  the  Indiana  Miapt  me. 
Toon,  Ae- 

JAMES  A.  ROGEBS,  D.  & 
Gnu  H.  TaouF,  OeMnMT  ^  Gasf^ 

WKDinai>jLT,  Febroary  7. 
Th«  Cotmkatim  Society. 
Mr.  Chausm  preaented  tlie  memorial  oS  tiu 
Colooiatiaa  SocIa^,  ftating  the  ol^  of  the 


sooi^y,  and  its  prcwress,  and  praying  that  Con- 
gress Bhould  extend  to  them  such  aaustance  as 
u  may,  In  its  wisdom,  think  proper.  Ur.  0. 
moved  its  reference  to  a  Special  Committee. 
The  memorial  was  read. 

l£r.  Hatsb  stud  he  seized  the  very  moment 
when  this  qnestion  waa,  for  the  first  time,  pre- 
sented to  tbe  Senate,  to  enter  his  protest  against 
the  right  of  the  Federal  Govenuneut  to  appro- 
priate t^e  money  of  the  people  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  colonies  abroad^  or  of  traoBport- 
iog,  at  tbe  pnblio  expense,  any  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country  to  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, or  dsewhere.  At  the  very  threshold,  ho 
denied  the  oonstitntional  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment so  to  act ;  and  if  they  had  the  power,  be 
should  still  deny  iha  policy,  Jostice,  ha- 
monity,  of  sach  proceediog.  The  petition  of 
the  Colonization  SodetTf  widieh  had  l>een  jnst 
read,  calls  npon  this  House  to  do  two  things, 
neither  of  which  coold  be  done,  without  an  en- 
tire departure  from  the  fundamental  prindples' 
and  settled  policy  of  tliis  country.  They  pro- 
pose,— 

1st.  That  the  Ui^ted  States  shall  appropriate 
money  to  tx'ansport  to  the  coast  of  Africa  free 
persons  of  color,  "and  such  others  as  the  hu- 
manity of  individnals  and  the  taws  of  the  United 
States  may  hereafter  Ht)erate."  And, 

2d.  That  tbe  United  States  should  take  into 
their  own  hands,  and  nnder  their  own  govern- 
ment and  protecnoiL  the  colony  which  tliis  ao- 
oiebr  has  established  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

With  nwd  to  the  first  object,  (said  Ur.  H.,) 
I  sabnut  that  it  only  relates  to  a  subject  wiu 
which  the  Federal  Qovemmeat  can  have  noth- 
ing to  do,  but  which  it  will  be  extremely  dan- 
gerous for  them  to  meddle  wi^.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  admonish  this  House  of  the  impolicy,  in- 
justice, and  danger,  of  touching  a  subject  with 
which  the  feelings  and  interests  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  Union  are  so  closely  connect^l.  On 
this  topic,  however,  (on  which  I  always  touch 
with  extreme  reluctance,)  I  should  not  now  en- 
large. I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  however, 
thiAy  of  all  the  extravagant  schemes  that  have 
yet  been  devised  in  this  oonntry,  I  know  of 
none  more  wild,  impracUcable,  or  mischievous^ 
than  this  of  colonization ;  and  should  a  fair  oc- 
casion ever  present  itself  I  shall  make  good  this 
assertion.  Avoiding,  however,  that  unpleas- 
ant topic,  I  will  brin^  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  great  political  question  presented  by 
this  petition— 4hat  of  establishing  Colonics 
abroad ;  and  I  will  ask  the  Senate  if  a  qnestion 
of  graver  character,  or  of  greater  maguituUCf 
could  possibly  be  submitted  to  their  considera- 
tion f  And  I  will  put  it  to  them  to  say,  wheth- 
er they  are  now  prepared  even  to  entertain 
such  a  qnestion  t  I  do  not  know  to  what  part 
of  the  history  of  the  world  we  are  to  look  for 
ar^ments  in  favor  of  the  colonial  system.  Col- 
onies, we  hod  been  taught  by  the  experience 
of  other  oonntiies^  and  eypeclally  of  England, 
had  been,  at  all  times,  the  frnitfid  source  of 
wjvfl^of iqjnstioe^andofoppresnon.  Th^ywere 
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a  cnrse  not  only  to  tfae  colonies  thenisel\'e6,  bnt 
also  to  the  mother  oonntiy.  If,  then,  the  colo- 
nial policy  had  been  fatal  to  other  nations,  That 
argumeDt  could  possibly  be  urged  in  favor  of 
its  adoption,  at  this  time,  by  us,  whose  habits, 
institnuona,  and  fundamental  principles,  oppose 
an  fUmost  insnperable  bar  to  all  foreign  connec- 
tions and  alliances  whatever?  Bnt  when  it  ia 
proposed  that  we  should  not  only  depart  from 
these  habits  and  principles,  bnt  that  we  should 
establish  a  colony  of  rode  and  nntntored  people 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  on  the 
continent  of  Africa,  the  proposition  needs  but 
to  be  stated,  to  make  its  extrava^nee  apparent. 
Even  this,  howerer,  is  not  the  view  of  the  sub- 
ject which  I  feel  disjKwed,  at  this  time,  to  press 
on  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  I  w^Ul 
diow,  from  the  official  docnmenta  before  ns, 
that,  whether  it  bo  the  o|^*cct  of  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society  or  not,  the  cmict  of  their  engaging 
the  assistance  of  the  United  States  at  this  time, 
in  behalf  of  their  ill-advised  and  ill-fated  colo- 
ny, must  be  to  engage  tiiis  coantry  in  a  war 
with  the  native  tribes  on  that  continent,  and  to 
involve  us  in  scrions  difiiculties  with  other  na- 
tions. It  is,  perhaps,  not  generally  known,  but 
I  have  the  evidence  of  the  fact  now  before  me, 
that  tho  agents  of  this  Colonization  Society,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  instead  of  being  employed 
in  peaceful  pursuits,  are  engaged  in  warlike  en- 
terprises; that  the  colony  has  been  organized 
into  military  corps ;  and  that,  under  their  gal- 
lant leader,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Ashmnn,  they 
have  made  war  upon  the  Spaniards  and  the 
Fi'cncli,  OS  well  OS  on  the  natives ;  that  they 
have,  with  force  and  arms,  invaded  and  broken 
up  several  establishments,  have  mode  numerous 
captives,  and,  in  short,  are  proceeding,  as  all 
such  colonies  always  will  proceed,  with  a  high 
hand,  to  extend  their  influence  and  power  by 
the  sword.  In  proof  of  these  assertions,  I  beg 
leave  to  turn  tho  attention  of  the  Senate  to  tlie 
documents  transmitted  to  Congress  by  tlie  Navy 
Department,  during  the  present  session.  In 
these  documents,  will  bo  found  a  correspond- 
ence between  Dr.  A^mun,  the  agent  of  the 
Colonizati(m  Society,  (and  Superintendent  of 
their  colony  at  Monrorio,)  and  the  Secretary  of 
tiie  Navy,  flrom  which  I  will  now  read  a  few 
pa-ssages.  In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Ashmnn  to  the 
Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  dated  Cape  Mesurado, 
Oct.  14,  1825,  he  states,  in  snbstance,  ttiat  the 
Spanish  schooner  Clarida,  owned  by  several 
merchants  of  Ilavana,  and  regnlarly  docu- 
mented, had  arrived  in  Liberia  Bay,  in  July, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  slaves  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  a  town  to  the  northward,  bclongiug  to 
a  man  named  Yellow  Will,  and  "  snbject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  King  Bristol " — ^that  an  English 
brig,  the  Tom  Cod,  also  arrived  in  October, 
and  the  Spanish  schooner  having  lost  her  an- 
chor, her  crew  went  on  board  of  the  EngUcAi 
brig,  and  forcibly  took  away  an  anchor  and 
other  articles ;  in  consequence  of  wliich  unlaw- 
fnl  acts,  ho  (Dr.  Ashmnn)  liaving  received  the 
testimtHiy  of  ^  individoals,  detamuned  to  oap- 
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tan  the  Spauiah  vessd,  and  obtaiaed  of  dp- 
tain  Potter,  (the  £nglisa  Oa^nn,)  the  use  of 
his  brig  for  that  purpose.  Dr.  Adumm  flm 
prooee<b  to  give  the  following  acooont  ni  tbt 
expedition : 

"  The  mililary  of  this  colony  Is  o^taiied  into  ■ 
corps  of  Indep^ident  In&ntry,  coosutlDg  of  ibin^ 
tax  jroung  men,  and  a  corps  of  AitlUeri^  mdhk- 
ing  of  fortT-eight.  From  the  former  I  nude  a  k> 
quisition  of  twcntj-fire  men,  to  set  nndn  Ciptiia 
James  C.  Bsrbour,  their  commander,  tad  Hioi 
other  officers.  Twenty-two  ArtiUerisIa,  udtr  G^L 
F.  James,  the  commnndhig  officer  of  their  coqn;  it 
my  requert,  volunteered  to  attead  me  on  board  ibe 
Tom  Cod.  I  then  gave  Captain  BsHboar  wriltta 
itutmctions  to  proceed  tfae  same  eveniog  vHb  bit 
force,  taking  two  dnys*  proviaontt,  to  the  moatb  of 
the  St  PauTs ;  aeadiog  one  division  by  the  Stock- 
ton, in  t)oala,  and  condocting  the  other  tin%  ibe 
beach,  encamp  at  the  pUce  of  rendesTooa  liUdi;- 
ligbt  on  the  dgbtb,  and  then  advance  the  bodl 
upon  Digby,  awaiUng  farther  orders,  wbidi  I  «u  to 
send  him  mm  tlie  brig.  But,  should  tbe  bri^  b; 
any  accident,  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  jinia,  or 
pursue  her  oat  to  sea,  he  was  to  aeixe  spoa  tbe  &^ 
tory  at  Yellow  Will's,  and  make  tbe  best  of  hih  nj 
back  with  the  prisoners,  slaves,  and  pnqwrtfi  cap- 
tured in  it.  In  this  young  officer's  prudence  and 
intrepidity,  and  In  tfae  exact  dia^Bas  sad  finukM 
of  his  men,  I  knew  I  eoidd  entirely  confide.  Fub 
the  twenty-two  volunteers  under  Capt  Jame',  1 
went  on  board  tbe  Tom  Cod  at  4  o*ek>ek,  tiling 
along  two  carriage  guns,  and  a  suitable  ffforiaon  w 
ammunition,  belonging  to  the  agency.  Of  ibcM 
brave  fellows,  eight  had,  on  two  former  occasion, 
fboght  at  mr  ^de  for  nearly  three  boor*,  b  oo 
bloody  cwifllcts  with  the  native*;  andlknevtky 
would  alt  follow  wherever  it  might  1»  necessary  »r 
me  to  lead  them.  Their  num^r  was  greater  dun 
tfae  crew  of  the  Spaniard  by  idx  men,  tod  our 
weight  of  metal  considembly  superior;  tc  tbit 
there  is  little  doubt  bad  we  faU«i  in  with  the  pntti 
that  she  must  have  been  taken.  But  it  wu  DOto« 
lot  to  engage  him.  During  the  night  Ihodbranifat 
the  brig  to  tfae  windward  of  Digby,  upoa  wUch  « 
bore  down,  under  the  American  flag,  at  dayli^M 
tfae  morning  of  the  eighth,  ready  for  a<Akm.  The 
morning  was  thick,  and  it  was  not  until  hitf-put 
one  o'clock  that  I  was  able  to  ascertain  theaWiKe 
oi  the  Ciarlda ;  whom,  I  afierwards  konted,  had 
not  commnnicated  with  tlw  shore,  nor  been  hco 
from  IMgby.rinee  the  robbery  of  the  bf^.  <V>>* 
Barboun  dlvidon  having  now  arrifcd,  I  laodn 
with  &ve  men,  tbrouefa  tfae  surf,  ordering  the  br^ 
to  lie  off  and  on,  till  ^e  idkonld  receive  aegsal 
to  return  to  Mesurado ;  and,  at  a  few  miontci  pa* 
nine,  entered  Yellow  Will's  town ;  but  found  dw 
factory  abandoned,  and  tho  slaves  and  ncarhu 
tho  property  gone.  I  soon  learned  that  the  wbott 
had  been  conveyed  across  Poor  River,  a  btflsd  w 
deep  stream,  which  has  its  coune  paiurl  with  tba 
port  of  the  coast,  and  at  only  two  nulcs  ^i*"^ 
from  it,  Uossengers  were  immediately  despatched 
to  King  Bristol  and  Will,  conveying  ny  friendl; 
aasurances ;  but  ioristlng  on  the  immediate  delirer^ 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  all  the  skives  and 
l>elonging  to  the  factory  into  my  hand*,  in  kk, 
I  was  f^ly  informed,  that  both  reftased  to  coDplT 
with  the  demand,  bnt  assored  seerelly,  by  one  of 
tfae  head  men,  that  the  King  was  willing  to  k«  » 
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teize  npoD  the  concern,  provided  the  businesa 
codd  be  to  muiiged  u  to  save  the  appewance  of 
treachery  to  their  customers,  on  the  part  of  bimaelf 
udldape^ii*.  I  parcdTed  the  foro«  and  intention 
ofUdi  Dint  at  onee,  and  to<ric  my  measorM  accord- 
iu^j.  After  a  peraonal  interriew  with  Pistol  and 
Will,  I  retnnied,  and,  with  twdre  men,  croaaing 
thePoorBirerina  bbuH  CAOoe,  which  could  carry 
but  fwr  men  at  a  time,  »ooa  obUined  poaseauonof 
tlie  Spaaiirdit  at  a  town  ntoated  a  ahort  distance 
fnm  that  in  which  the  wreck  of  the  factory  waa 
ooBcealed.  In  the  mean  time,  X  had  perfectly  in- 
fonned  oyKlf  of  the  exact  state  of  the  concern  at 
ttut  tine.  Two  of  the  four  Spaniards  left  ashore 
were  91  Qooda  of  the  ralue  of  ninety  slaTea  bad 
bees  ilrea^  adnnced  to  the  country  dealers,  on 
vhich  only  finrteen  had  yet  been  receired  at  the 
ftetery.  Goods  equal  in  Taloe  to  about  rix  hundred 
doUin  anlj,  remained  in  the  factory  on  the  morn- 
bgefthee^^,  when,  In  the  orafiuion  caused  by 
the  alsnaal  dayBght,  nearly  the  whole  bad  CUIen 
into  the  hands  of  the  country  peofde ;  who,  onder 
the  edor  of  aasbting  the  Spaniards  to  secure  their 
goods,  had  carried  them  off.  But  the  fourteen 
ilsTtt  hid  been  preserved.  None  of  the  four  Bpan- 
oris  no*  in  my  cnstody  were  on  board  the  Churida 
it  the  time  of  her  committing  the  piracy  on  the 
UUi,  Bor  had  communicated  witb  her  dnee  that  act, 
taA  there  was  not  eren  presnmptlTe  proof  that  the 
dnncter  of  the  resael  wag  {nrattcal,  by  the  laws  of 
Spun,  preriona  to  the  perpetration  of  the  robbery 
that  date.  The  sUtcs  and  alt  the  property  re- 
■uiiriu,  were  surrendered  into  my  hands  by  the 
Bite,  ZuBste,  at  three  o'clock,  on  the  ninth,  and 
the  foor  SfMniarda  discharged  from  eastody,  on  the 
pomtda  jast  stated.  A  part  of  the  goods,  as  per 
the  accompanying  Matement,  amounting  to  forty- 
three  doUsta,  was  restored  to  the  mate,  for  the 
parpose  of  snbsistiog  himself  and  hia  companions, 
till  u  opportunity  should  offer  to  take  passage  for 
Km  other  part  of  the  world.  After  several  other 
<le(liictiona  for  expense,  as  per  the  same  statement, 
the  readoe,  amonndng  tft  ninety-one  dollars  and 
tbj  cents,  was  equally  diVlded  between  iha  captors 
tad  the  United  Sutes.  A  quantity  of  spars,  be- 
iwigii^  to  the  schooner,  found  at  Will's  place,  were 
Innit,  and  the  rice  collected  at  the  &ctory,  which 
Dot  be  cODTeniently  bronght  off,  was  ^itrib- 
Hed  uumg  the  natives." 

Thus  ends  the  bnlletin  of  tbe  first  expedition 
of  the  Kev.  Dr.  AshmuD,  which  resulted,  as  we 
tmre  leea,  in  the  invasion  of  the  territory  of 
^Qg  Bri^l,  the  forcible  possession  of  Yellow 
Tfill'a  town  for  forty-eight  hours ;  the  capture 
of  five  Spaniards,  and  all  the  slaves  and  proper- 
tr  beloi^ji^  to  their  factory ;  the  destnK^ion 
uf  a  quantity  of  spara  belongihg  to  the  schooner, 
uxl  of  the  rice  collected  at  the  factory,  withotit 
>t>f  (Ahei  otyect,  except  to  ptuiah  &  Spanish  ves- 
^  ud  to  merent  her  from  carrying  on  a  trade 
"wrtionedhy  the  laws  of  Spain. 

The  next  military  eipeaition  is  related  in 
Dt-  Ashman's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  dated  Cape  Mesarado,  October  Sflth, 
1S2S,  in  which  he  states,  in  substance,  that, 
>!^^i  received  information  that  certain  slaves, 
™^ed  for  the  Spanish  schooner,  were  secreted 
*t  a  Freach  fiutory,  on  the  St  Fwil*8,  he  nnder^ 
^  a  military  expedition  waliut  that  idaoe. 
You  UL— SO 


which  he  entered  in  the  night,  and  the  next 
morning  took  six  prisoners.  This  balletin  con- 
cluded in  the  following  trinmphant  style : 

"The  whole  party  returning,  arrived  at  Hourovia, 
in  safety,  after  a  most  fatiguing  expedition  of  twenty- 
five  hours ;  In  which  all  except  myself  and  a  guard 
of  seven  men  only,  including  the  Ixwtmen,  bad,  with- 
out  deep,  performed  a  forced  march  of  thirty-five 
miles,  through  a  pathless  country,  of  which  one- 
half  was  traversed  in  the  depth  of  night,  and  the 
other  under  the  full  power  of  an  African  sun*  It 
gives  me  ideasure  to  add,  that  such  a  cheerful  zeal 
m  the  cause  of  African  emandpation  animates  this 
litUe  corps,  that  not  a  murmur  of  impatience  was, 
during  uw  whole  time,  heard  in  the  ranks.  So 
inured  are  the  men  to  uie  climate  of  their  adopted 
country,  that  not  an  individual  has  suffered  in  his 
health  from  the  extreme  exposure  and  fati^e  of 
the  expedition;  and,  in  auch  handsome  militair 
style  waa  the  af^  conducted,  that  the  very  inhabi- 
tants of  tiie  country  through  which  the  route  of  the 
party  lay,  were  scuoely  apprised  of  the  movement, 
beTore  ua  termination^  In  tha  retora  of  toe  people 
to  thdr  homei.*' 

It  luu  heen  said  of  oartidii  anbnak,  that 
when  ihej  have  onee  tasted  of  blood,  they  will 
be  aati^Bed  with  do  other  food.  And  urns  it 
was  with  Ihe  reverend  and  gallant  loader  of 
the  colony  of  Honrojia.  His  ^petite  once 
whett«i  with  what  he  calls,  *'  his  bloody  con- 
flicts of  nearly  throe  hours  with  the  natives," 
and  hia  "  zeal  once  excited  in  the  cause  of  Afri- 
can emancipation,"  he  appears  restless  and  dis- 
satisfied when  not  engt^fed  in  martial  enter- 
prises. 

The  Balletin  of  the  next  expedition,  is  dated 
0^  SCesurado,  Dec.  8,  1826,  and  mates  tha 
mrticnlars  of  the  capture  and  deatmetion  of  a 
French  Slave  Faettny,  on  tha  Bt  Fftnl's,  fivs 
miles  (direct  distance  )  fttxa  the  Cape.  The 
occasion  of  this  ezpediUon  is  stated  to  be  that 
"five  of  the  men  liberated  at  Digby,  impelled 
by  an  Innate  love  of  country,  had  al>»ented  from 
the  establishment," — and  it  seems  had  been  ta- 
ken up  and  detuned  at  thto  French  factory. 
As  the  letter  is  short,  I  will  read  the  whole  of 
it 

"U.  8L  AOXXCT  TOB  RlCAFTUalD  ArRICAKS, 

"  Capt  Meiurado,  Dee.  8fA,  1825. 
"  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  tliat  another 
unforeseen  occurrence  lias  placed  at  my  disposal 
the  large  additional  number  of  ninety-nine  Africans^ 
whom  I  caused  to  he  released  from  their  irons  thia 
morning  at  eight  o'dock ;  and  wbmn  I  judge  to  be 
proper  objects  of  the  benefleent  proton  made  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  Butes  for  persona 
liberated  from  illegal  bondage,  onder  the  laws  for 
suppresdng  the  slave  trade.  On  the  fourth  of  No- 
vember, four  of  the  men  liberated  at  Digby  on  tha 
ninth  of  tlie  preceding  month,  impelled  by  that  in- 
nate lore  of  country,  wUch  none  of  the  vicissitudca 
of  life  can  extinguish  In  the  human  bosom,  deserted 
fK»n  the  establSiment,  passed  the  Kesurndo  lUvcr, 
and  Reappeared  in  the  boundless  woody  region 
which  extends  to  an  unknown  distance  in  the  inte- 
rior. Knowing  that  if  not  speedily  brought  back, 
they  must  ineviubly  terminate  their  desperate  en- 
terprise in  hopeless  davery,  I  hadrecoorss,  withoat 
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delaj,  to  every  meona  for  thdr  recovery  which  prom- 
ised to  succeed,  but  to  no  purpose.  Intelligence 
of  their  desertioD,  with  the  offer  of  a  reward  for 
their  restoration,  was  immediateljr  convejed  to  the 
different  tribes  tn  frlendlj  correspondence  with  the 
wttlenient,  but  do  information  was  bad  of  the  fugi- 
tiTca,  before  tlie  fifth  fautant,  when  I  received, 
a  aource  entitled  to  credit,  inteOigenee  that 
three  of  their  number  had  been  reduced  to  slavery 
and  loaded  with  chains  at  the  French  Slave  Factory, 
on  the  St.  Paul%  five  miles  (direct  distance)  from 
the  %ape.  On  the  morning  of  tlie  rizth,  I  de- 
qutched  three  men  to  demand  the  deserters  in  the 
same  of  tho  United  Statci ;  and  to  inqnire  by  what 
means  they  had  fidlen into  the  hands  rathe  Actors. 
The  demand  was  evasively  replied  to,  but.  In  answer 
to  the  Inquiry,  it  was  stated  that  two  Frenchmen, 
agents  resident  at  the  Factory,  had  bought  them. 
I  then  instructed  the  messengers  charged  with  the 
order,  to  repeat  It;  they  did  so,  but  with  no  other 
effect  than  to  draw  from  the  two  factors  a  written 
declaration  of  their  purpose  to  detain  the  people 
indefinitely.  IlndiQg  the  recoverv  of  the  men  by 
mere  raUonal  methods  too  donbtinl  to  jostify  any 
fhrtber  delay,  which,  as  a  French  schooner  was 
lying  near,  K»dy  to  receive  slaves,  might  snt^ect 
them  to  be  transported  in  a  very  few  hours  forever 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  obliged  to  regard  the  ground  taken  bv 
the  Factory  as  tnat  of  virtual  defiance,  which  Justi- 
fled,  iVom  a  growing  concAn,  founded  in  avarice 
and  iniquity,  the  apprehension  of  eventoal  conse- 
quences fatal  to  the  benevolent  objects  of  this 
Agency,  I  had  no  hedtation  in  resolving  upon  the 
unpleasant  duty  of  forcibly  subverting  the  establish- 
ment altogether.  Captain  James  C.  Barbour,  of  the 
In&ntry,  with  eighteen  men,  was  accordingly 
charged,  lost  night  at  idna  o'dock,  with  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  service.  Two  boats  were  pro- 
vided, in  which  this  little  force  embarked  at  two 
o'clock  this  morning.  Ascending  the  Stockton, 
they  arrived  on  the  St.  Paul's  at  daybreak;  twenty 
minutes  afterwards  the  men  were  landed  at  the  Fac- 
tory. In  ten  minutes  the  slaves,  to  the  number  of 
forty-three  men,  thirteen  women,  and  forty-three 
children  of  botii  sexes,  0n  all  idnety-nine,)  were  in 
the  custody  of  the  officer,  and  in  rail  march  along 
the  beach  for  Monrovia.  The  boats  received  tho 
invalids  and  feeblest  of  the  children,  and  stood 
along  shore  at  musket  shot  distance  abreast  of  the 
party  advanciogby  land.  The  whoie  arrived  safely 
at  Monrovia,  at  eight  o'dock  the  same  morning, 
Jnit  six  homa  after  the  settii^  out  of  the  party,  and 
•leveu  only  after  the  first  Intimation  given  to  the 
officer  who  so  handsomely  conducted  it,  that  its 
iervioea  would  be  required.  Of  these  people, 
ninety-seven  are  In  perfect  health,  two  only  in  a 
feeble  condition,  caused  apparondy  by  rigorous 
treatment.   BespectDiUy,  &c. 

J.  ASHHUH. 

"  P.  S.  In  the  number  of  persons  rescued  are  in- 
cluded the  three  deserters. 

"  The  Hon.  Sakukl  L.  Southard, 
Seentary  U.  S.  JTovy,  W<uhinffto»  City,  U.  8." 

Before  I  leave  these  letters,  I  must  notice 
one  or  two  other  points.  Dr.  Ashmnn  stat^ 
!n  hia  letter  of  28th  October,  1825,  that  lio 
regarded  himself  as  uotloubtedly  possessed  of 
the  right "  to  control  the  pardiase  of  the  eighty 
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slaves  destined  for  the  Clarida,*'  and  that  he  bad 
contracted  for  as  many  as  shonld  be  delivered 
to  him,  at  ten  dollars  head,  vhich  mm  be 
considers  himself  entitled  to  receive  for  tba 
United  States,  tcwether  with  a  bonntr  of  fifty 
dollars  for  each  of  them.  In  his  letter  of  SSil 
January,  1826,  he  states  that  the  nmnber  of 
slaves  eaptored  in  tiiree  expeditions,  were  130. 
'*  They  have  nearly  completed,*'  says  he,  a  v3- 
lage,  &o.  Every  indiviaoal  of  their  nnmber  is 
in  perfect  health,  and,  as  an  assemblage  of  rtide 
and  ignorant  people,  gathered  out  of  nearly 
twenty  different  tribes,  porsne  their  labor  with 
a  good  deal  of  spirit,  tmioo,  and  socceaB^" 

A  little fiirther  on,  he  adds:  Bnt  at  |e«a- 
ent  it  would  be  the  hoght  of  imprudence  to 
Buffer  Uiem  to  want  the  constant  KuanUanjiip 
of  their  snperintendonts.  Several  have  already 
been  driven,  b7  their  fiMrs,  to  attempt^  and  a 
few  hav^  it  is  thoii^it,  effeoted  thnr  eaoqw,^ 
dM.,  Ac 

Id  Dr.  Ashmnn^s  letter  of  llfh  Deoemher. 
1626,  he  states  '*  that  the  French  factors,  whose 
establishment  at  St.  Panl's  was  broken  np,  have 
announced  their  intention  to  appeal  to  their 
Government  for  redress." 

Kow,  from  these  docmnenta,  Ht.  Preddent, 
it  is  manifest  that  the  colony  at  Monrovia,  nn- 
der  Dr.  Ashmua,  have  made  war  upon  the 
Spaniards  tbe  French,  and  the  natives— and 
it  ifl  absfuatelj  certain,  that  a  perseverance  in  I 
sneh  a  oonrse  of  conduct,  must  inevitably  lead 
to  the  destruction  of  the  colony,  unless  the 
strong  arm  of  the  United  States  ahall  be  ioter- 
posed  to  rescue  them  from  the  natural  coiufr> 
quences  of  their  rashness  and  folly.  It  is  ex- 
presflly  declared  by  Dr.  Ashmnn,  that  "be  has 
in  view  the  introdaction  of  a  measure,  on  tiie  i 
part  of  the  United  States,  for  which  he  believes 
the  time  has  arrived,  and  of  which  the  object 
shall  be  entirely  to  abolish  the  slave  trade,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  native  autfaoritiea  along 
a  given  line  of  coast,  CMitiguoua  to  the  agec- 
cy ; "  and  Ua  proceedii^  are  donbtiess  intended  . 
to  prepare  the  w  v  fat  "  that  measure.'*  The 
prisoners  taken  and  put  to  labor  imder  "  super- 
mtendents,'*  (or,  as  we  diould  call  than,  over- 
seers,) are,  doubtless,  found  to  be  very  conve- 
nient he,lp$  in  a  colony  so  much  in  want  of 

Shysicol  strength,  and  productive  labor.  No 
OQbt  they  are  treated  as  kindly  as  snch  "  a 
rude  and  ignorant  people"  ought  to  be;  but  so 
little  gratitude  have  they  to  "  their  deliverers." 
that  tbey  are  only  prevented  from  '*  etFectinp 
their  escape,"  by  the  "  constant  guardianship 
their  superintendents," 

Lot  it  not  be  said,  sir,  that  the  Colonization 
Society  ore  not  justly  chargeable  with  these 
unwarrantable  proceedings  on  the  part  of  tlieir 
agent.  They  have  sanctioned,  and  apioinred  of 
them.  It  is  true,  sir,  (and  X  am  mmy  to  be 
obliged  to  si^BO,)  that  Dr.  Ashmun  is  also  the 
agent  of  the  United  State^  under  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1819,  for  transporting  captured  African* 
from  the  United  States  to  their  own  country— 
an  act  which  never  authorized  the  sUghtest 
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connection  with  anj  colony  in  Africa,  but 
vhieh,  moat  nnwarnuitably,  has  been  so  ased. 
Of  Dr.  Ashmnn'fl  conduct,  however,  oar  Gov- 
ernment has  formally  disapproved.  The  Sec- 
reUuj  of  the  Navy,  in  his  letter  of  10th  August, 
writtea  for  the  purpose  of  bang  conuna- 
nicated  to  Dr.  Ashmun,  says : 

"  Should  it  appear,  hereafter,  that  iome  of  the  re- 
optared  Africans  have  beea  taken  to  Trade  town, 
cosfiaed,  aad  wen  about  to  be  aold  agun  ioto  alav- 
eiy,  tnd  tiwt  Mr.  Aahmon  went  no  fiuther  than  waa 
fomid  necessmry  to  rescue  them,  hia  conduct,  aa  the 
igeDtoftheQaremment,  will  not  be  condemned.  So 
fir  u  he  hag  acted  for  the  Colouization  Society,  in  re- 
nptaringthe  Colonists,  he  will  look  to  that  society, 
both  to  eipUdn  bia  conduct,  and  be  justified  or  con- 
demned by  iL  The  same  remark  u  applicable  to 
the  prerioas  expedidona.  So  far  aa  he  acted  aa  the 
1^  of  the  society,  Government  does  not 
ma  to  faiterfere  with  Ma  rMponsibinty  to  It  But 
fle  Preadent  thinks  it  necessary  to  dirapprove  of 
lui  condoct  in  thme  expeditions,  so  far  aa  be  has 
uy  connection  with  the  Oovemmeat.  As  agent 
of  the  United  Sutea,  for  a  specified  object,  he  bad 
ujusd&able  cause  to  break  up  establiabnunta  sup- 
ptMd  to  belong  to  the  owners  of  the  Cuuida,  or 
uy  other  persons;  and  to  take  the  people  found 
there  to  the  Af  ency,  to  be  maintained  at  tho  pub- 
Be  expense.  Our  Government,  in  establishing  the 
igpQcy,  bad  one  object,  only,  in  view — to  provide 
1  place  to  which  Africans,  illegally  brought  into  tbe 
roited  States,  or  lawfully  captured  by  our  cruisers 
upon  the  ocean,  might  be  carried,  and  taken  care  of, 
tutQ  ibey  could,  with  propriety,  be  restored  to  their 
ovn  coantiy,  tribe,  or  DatiCHL  It  l»  not  Intended  to 
uuhorite,  nor  has  it  autborlced,  a  forcible  and  war- 
liw  tttack  upon  the  dtiaens  or  subjects  of  any  na- 
lioD,  with  a  view  to  suppreas  the  sbve  trade,  or  to 
KcoapUsh  any  other  object,  no  matter  how  desir- 
ible,  to  advance  the  cause  of  humanity.  You  will, 
tbcrclbre,  fumidi  to  Hr.  Ashmno  «  copy  of  this 
ktierj  Uiat  he  may  sea  the  light  in  which  hia  con- 
duct u  viewed  by  the  Government.  He  has  made 
>  claioi  for  the  bounty  allowed  by  tbe  third  and 
finirth  sections  of  the  act  of  Sd  March,  1819 ;  but 
it  caanot  be  granted.  The  case  of  Africans  libcr- 
itrd  from  their  captors  on  the  shores  of  Africa, 
^  Dot  come  within  the  provisions  of  that  act. 
It  b  mderstood,  from  hia  several  letters,  that  about 
1<'>  ATricaos  were  liberated,  in  hb  varioua  expcdi- 
I  and  broDgfat  into  the  Agency,  and  are  now  on 
Ufw ue  there.  The  acronnti  for  their  inpport  to 
thiitiiDT,  will  pethapa  be  p^d;  but  they  must  cease 
>obe  a  charge  to  the  Government,  and  restored  to 
^ir  tribes  as  speedily  as  possilile,  or  supported  in 
waie  other  mode.  The  fund  devoted  to  this  object 
H  DOW  much  reduced,  and,  unlesa  increased  by 
(Congress,  will  not  bear  a  continuance  of  the  bur- 
l^onld  capturea  be  made  during  the  year, 
t^'ooTEe  most  be  had  to  another  appropriation,  to 
the  Department  to  comply  with  the  law. 
For  the  same  reason,  the  reward  of  ten  doIlan>, 
offered  by  htm  for  each  negro  delivered,  is  not  np- 
proTcd.  It  was  not  prudent,  nor  authorized  by  his 
iMtructiona  from  the  Government." 

_  I  will  not  stop  to  comment  on  the  nice  dis- 
tinction here  taken,  which  adopts  for  tho  Gov- 
ernment all  tho  lawfol  acts  of  Dr.  Ashmun,  and 
Uiniws  bU  tbe  rest  on  the  ColonizalifHi  Society. 


[Sbhatb. 

But,  I  must  remark,  that  the  society  seems 
ver;  willing  to  take  all  these  on  themselves : 
for,  at  the  celebrated  meeting,  at  which  this 
very  petition  had  its  birth,  the  thanks  of  the 
society  were  unanimously  given  to  Dr.  Ash- 
mun, for  the  "faithfulness,  zeal,  and  ability, 
with  which  he  haa  fulled  his  duties  as  a^at 
of  tbe  society ; "  and  that,  too,  with  a  fall 
knowledge  of  ul  the  Acts  which  I  have  no- 
ticed. 

And  now  the  question  Arises,  is  it  proper  for 
the  Senate  even  to  refer  to  a  committee,  or  to 
eutertfun,  for  a  moment,  this  petition,  em- 
bracing objects  so  imporUmt  and  so  qnestion* 
able,  and  coming  here  at  a  period,  and  under 
circumstances,  which  forbid  a  calm  and  delib- 
erate examination  of  the  sul^ject !  For  my  own, 
port,  I  confess  the  claims  set  up  in  the  petition 
are  auch,  that  I  should  at  no  time  be  willing 
even  to  consider  them.  The  mere  statement 
of  them  is  enough  for  me.  But,  if  gentlemen 
think  otherwise — if  they  should  think  that  the 
proposition  of  applying  the  national  funds  to 
transporting  colored  people  abroad,  and  the  es- 
tablisnment  of  a  colony  in  Africa,  U  worthy  of 
consideration,  still  I  would  aubmit,  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  received  and  considered  at  this 
time.  The  ecsi^m  baa  nearlypassed  away — 
but  two  weeks  more  remain.  Tnia  subject  can- 
not be  finally  acted  on.  And  why,  there- 
fore, should  we  embarrass  ourselves,  create 
needless  excitement,  and  waste  the  precious 
time  of  this  Uouse,  on  an  odious  and  most  un- 
profitable subject?  I  hope,  sir,  the  petition 
will  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  I  shall  make  you 
that  motion  aa  soon  as  gentlemen,  who  may 
desire  to  explain  their  views,  shall  have  been 
heard. 

Mr.  Chasdleb  inquired  by  whom  the  me- 
morial was  signed:  and,  on  exandnation,  it 
was  found  that  no  ngnature  was  attached  to  it, 

Ur.  Ki3ra  said  he  believed  it  was  a  rule  of 
the  Senate,  that  a  member  must  present  a  me- 
morial or  petition  as  his  own,  or  it  must  be 
signed  by  the  petitioner  or  meraorialifit.  There- 
fore, if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  did  not 
assnme  it,  be  did  not  see  how  the  Senate  could 
act  upon  it,  as  it  was  not  possible  to  determine 
whence  it  came,  not  being  si^ed. 

Mr.  CoAUBERs  was  not  disposed  to  assimie 
the  memorial  as  his  own ;  stilt,  be  considered 
that,  as  it  was  entitled  the  memorial  of  the 
Colouization  Society,  and  that  society  being 
well  known,  he  thought  it  sufficiently  plain 
whence  the  document  came.  In  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  Kr.  C.  could  give 
assuroDceL  that  this  actually  was  the  memorial 
of  the  Oolonization  Society. 

Mr.  Beiciuen  stud,  the  objections  extended  a 
little  farther.  It  was  the  petition  of  a  body  of 
persons  who  hod  really  no  legal  existence.  If 
it  had  been  the  petition  of  an  individual,  and 
the  member  presenting  it  conld  verify  his  hand- 
writing :  or,  if  the  individuals  forming  that  so- 
ciety hsA  placed  their  names  to  this  memorial, 
tho  Senatemight  act  upon  it.  But  Hie  petition 
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of  no  body,  irithont  a  legal  ezistenoe,  could  be 
BUBtained  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ghambkbs  answered  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  from  Oeot^iL  He  mooght  that 
no  rale  of  the  Senate  oagfat  to  exdnde  anj  dti- 
aen,  or  bo^  of  dtimu,  from  presenting  thdr 
■wwies  to  the  Senate  nnless  uiat  nde  was  ex- 
erted for  some  naeftil  purpose.  The  rule  was 
made  to  preserve  the  Senate  from  deception, 
and  to  gnard  a^inst  entertuning  petitions 
from  ficwons  ^^oants.  But  it  was  sufficient 
if  the  petition  was  vooched  for,  and  the  style 
in  whidi  it  was  worded  was  nnexoeptioaable. 

ib.  Skith,  of  South  Carolina,  in  eommentiag 
on  the  memorial,  obsenred,  that  it  was  before 
the  Senate  without  any  solid  form.  It  was  a 
mere  name,  and  no  person  was  designated  by 
it,  to  whom  an  appropriation  might  be  giyen, 
should  OoDgress  see  fit  to  mako  it  It  was  the 
duty  of  OoDgress  to  know  who  to  refer  to,  and 
who  was  responsible :  but  as,  in  this  matter, 
no  one  was  known,  and  as  privileges  or  donar 
tioos  ooold  not  be  granted  to  a  mere  name,  he 
thought  the  S«iate  oonld  not  act  upon  the  me- 
morlaL  In  oontinnanoe,  he  gave  a  slight  glance 
at  the  history  of  the  origin  and  the  progress  of 
the  society,  and  anadeo*  to  the  proceedings  at 
the  late  meeting  in  the  Representatives  Hall, 
at  which,  be  remarked,  it  had  been  statM  that 
the  object  of  the  society  was,  to  transport,  an- 
nually, to  Africa,  6,000  f^ee  blacks,  which,  it 
was  Bud,  would  cost  1,040,000  dollars;  and 
this  was  to  be  given,  although,  but  a  few  days 
since,  they  could  haraly  afford  to  rednce  a  few 
hundred  thousand  doUars  on  the  Salt  tax. 
But  he  saw  another  object  in  all  this,  which 
must  be  connected  with  the  colonization  of  the 
ine  blacks^  imd  wluch  he  did  not  wi^  to  toneh 
npon.  The  free  blacks,  he  thought,  would  be 
better  where  they  were,  than  to  send  them  to 
Africa,  and  be  was  oppcwed  to  the  scheme. 
There  was  more  designed  by  this  application, 
than  appeared  on  the  face  of  it.  It  was  an  en- 
tering wedge,  which  he  should  oppose.  He, 
therefore,  moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Chur  then  observed,  that  it  would  refer 
the  Senate  to  a  rale  by  which  discussion  was 
prohibited  on  a  question  to  be  decided  by  the 
Chair.  It  ought  to  have  been  mentioned  be- 
fore. The  deoi^on  of  the  Chur  we&  that  no 
petition  could  be  acted  npon,  unless  signed,  or 
written  in  the  presence  of  the  member,  or  un- 
less the  handwriting  was  averred  by  the  mem- 
ber presenting  it.  Such  was  the  mw  in  Jeffer- 
son's manual. 

Mr.  Cbahbxbs  sdd  he  could  not  take  it  npon 
himself  to  aver  it ;  and  (after  BCHne  further  con- 
versation on  the  snblectO 

The  papers  were,  for  the  invaent,  wittidrawn. 

I^jfntmt/or  Slcnet  d^orted  "by  fJIs  Brituk  dur- 
inff  th*  laU  War. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bebbikn,  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  settlement  of  claims  under  the  first 
artiole  of  the  Trealy  d  Ghoit,  waa  taken  up, 


and  having  been  read  a  second  time,  its  olmets 
and  details  were  briefly  explained  by  Ifr.^rat- 

BIBN. 

Mr.  CHAjroutt  Inquired  what  was  the  object 
of  the  provision  in  the  10th  section,  in  r^ioo 
to  the  ravastmait  <tf .the  Aind  in  ibor  per  eeiiL 
stock. 

Mr.  Houcxa  observed  that,  aa  it -would  bea 
considerable  period  befim  the  snm  would  be 
pud  to  the  olaimanti^  it  was  oonadered  dear- 
ous  that  the  money  should  not  He  unprodnc- 

tire. 

Mr.  Gbahbebs  observed  that  the  benefit  wmld 
be  derived  by  the  claimants,  who  would  receive 
their  claims  with  interest 

Mr.  £iNa  ol^ected  to  the  power  givoi  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  invest  the  money 
in  stock,  as,  when  the  claimants  come,  and  £ 
manded  their  respective  amounts,  where  would 
the  money  be?  It  would  be  invested:  and 
would  they  be  satined  to  receive  stock!  Tbe 
stock  might  at  that  time  be  de]H«ciated;  and.  if 

they  took  it  instead  ctf  bdng  gaiDcn,  tbqr 
lose  by  Ijhe  investment  He  waa  fearful  &at  the 
money  « the  claimants  would  be  swallowed  np 
by  the  co^ltoated  means  of  tnnsactiiig  tfaa 
boiDDess.  He  should  prefer  the  ample  procen 
to  all  this  machinery ;  and  he  was  afraid  that 
three  Commisrionere,  with  salaries  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  a  Secrctfiry  end  Cltrrk, 
would  rather  impede  than  advance  the  iuter- 
ests  of  the  claimants.  I 

Mr.  HouiEs  said  he  had  objected,  like  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  to  Uie  Board  of 
Commissioners.  Bat  that  gentleman  prc^wsed 
no  other  method ;  and  how  then  sboold  they 
come  at  any  improved  mode?  The  money 
must  be  dia^buted,  and  it  was  neeciiy  that 
somebody  should  ba  charged  with  that  dn^. 
The  claimants  themselves  coold  not  do  U;  and 
it  was  plain  that  somebody  must  be  q^idnted. 
It  bad  been  proposed  in  ue  committee,  to  sp- 
point  but  one  Oommissioner ;  but  the  qnestirai 
arose,  whether  the  claimants  would  be  satisfied 
with  the  decisions  of  one  Commissioner;  it  was 
thought  that  they  would  not,  and  it  was  deemed 
better  to  appoint  three,  to  serve  for  two  years. 
It  was  now  pretty  well  ascertained  that  the  ^ 
duties  of  the  Commission  would  lest  about  two 
years ;  and  the  question  is,  whc^er  the  money 
due  these  claimants,  and  now  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  shall  lie  idle,  or  shall  be  eni- 
ployed  in  a  productive  manner;  whether  the 
l7nited  States  shall  take  the  mowj^  and  pay  the 
chumaats  foor  per  cent  for  the  use  of  it,  or  shall 
invest  it  in  fbnr  per  cent  stock?  Of  cootse.  if 
the  claimants  arc  not  hereafter  wilUng  to  take 
the  stock,  the  United  States  will  pay  them  the 
money.  It  will  not  force  them  to  take  depre- 
ciated stock. 

Mr.  Skitr,  of  Maryland,  had  no  idea  of  mak- 
ing the  United  States  the  parties  in  a  petty  stud 
operation.  The  bill  was  to  give  the  cloimsnts 
power  to  come  to  the  Treasury  and  claim  thdr 
dividaids,  and  four  per  cent  upon  them.  Why 
was  the  Goreniment  to  ba  invidved  in  ihk 
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trunblel  It  was  never  done  to  mercantile 
claimants,  who  never  received  the  interest  on 
tbeu*  claims.  The  Oovu-nment  did  not  want 
to  uke  this  money  as  a  loan ;  whj^,  then,  was 
thb  provtuon  made,  and  why  was  n  proposed 
to  mike  a  v&rj  diffioalt  matter  of  one  that  waa 
dear  in  Itadf  t  To  remove  this  diffionlty,  he 
wtfold  move  to  strike  ontthelastaeotionof  the 

biQ. 

Ur.  SoMm  thoo^t,  if  the  United  States 
Tinted  the  mooey,  it  would  he  p^ectly  proper 
to  retain  it  in  the  Treasnry,  and  pay  an  interest 
on  it  ot  fonr  per  cent. ;  hat,  shonld  the  Secre- 
tarj  of  the  Treagai7  invest  Uie  money  in  stock, 
■nd,  when  called  for,  that  stock  slioold  he  at 
tdiwoQnt^  wonld  it  not  be  prodnotive  of  mnch 
difficulty  and  discontent) 

Mr.  BxBRiKir  aaid,  that  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  was  mistaken.  He  h&d  prob- 
ably not  read  the  bill.  He  seemed  to  mppose 
that  the  tnll  enforced  npon  the  United  States 
the  alternative  of  either  taldng  the  money,  and 
fLi'mg  fonr  per  cent,  interest,  or  of  investing  it 
ia  fonr  per  cent,  stock.  Bat  It  was  not  so.  On 
the  eoatrary,  it  left  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
iKasBTj  the  chmoe  of  dolnv  tlie  one  or  the 
oilier,  or  neither,  as  he  shonldsee  fit.  Did  tlie 
United  States  want  the  money  ?  Then  take  it, 
and  pay  the  four  per  cent  If  they  did  not  want 
it,  then  invest  it  in  some  stock  that  shall  yield 
fonr  per  cent,  and  let  the  claimants  have  the 
benefit  of  it.  The  only  object  of  this  provinon 
vaa,  to  make,  if  possible,  some  exertion  of  tlie 
powers  (if  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  these  claim- 
ints,  gad,  if  possible,  to  the  advantage  of  tiie 
United  Elates.  Why  shonld  the  discretionary 
power  be  taken  from  the  bill  in  which  it  wos 
jtBerted  for  the  benefit  of  the  daimants,  who 
liad  been  long  enough  deprived  of  their  prop- 
er, and  oni^t  to  be  given  every  advantage 
po»4ble?  He  would  repeat,  that  it  was  nut 
oUig&tory  npon  the  United  States  to  follow 
other  of  the  oonrses  pointed  oat.  When  the 
iKt  seetioD  of  this  bUl  was  framed,  he  (Hr.  B.) 

demrons  to  ensure  this  little  boon  to  tlie 
chinuntR,  hi  addition  to  the  share  they  wonld 
KKive  on  the  division  of  the  ftind  allotted  for 
tlwir  payment.  If  the  Senate  approve  of  1^  he 
m'«ild  be  gratified. 

Mr.  SifiTH,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  thonght  the 
IfHh  section  onght  to  be  stricken  out.  The 
Inited  States  did  not  want  to  loan  the  money : 
pvt  of  it  had  been  already  paid,  and  he  hnd 
nnderstood  that  the  United  States  hod  cora- 
onted  wMi  the  United  States  Bank  for  eleven 
jwcent  Why  shonld  this  bet  Why  not  let  the 
Commissioners  give  the  interest  and  wofit  on  this 
nn  doe  the  clainiants  to  them  !  Why  shonld 
Commissioners  give  to  each  clamant  a 
orsft  on  each  branch  bank  of  the  State  in  which 
be  resides,  for  the  principal  and  interest  in  full, 
irom  the  time  the  money  was  placed  in  the 
Mods  of  the  United  States?  The  gentleman 
w«J  Georgia  had  stated  that  the  provision  was 
"ot  imperative ;  and  that  the  oonrse  to  be  taken 
*■*  discretioawj.  But,  he  believed,  that,  if 


the  provision  was  retained  the  claimants  wonld 
receive  their  shares  in  stocks,  and  whether  it 
was  depreciated  or  not,  was  a  chance  which 
they  would  risk.  Some  immediate  application 
ought  to  be  made,  as  the  ol^mauts  had  lain  out 
of  their  money  ten  yean,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
high  time  they  should  receive  their  money. 

Jir.  JoBHBTON,  of  Louisiana,  commented  at 
Rome  length  on  thb  motion,  observing  Hiat  two 
plans  had  suggested  theanselves  to  the  ocnnmit- 
tee  that  reported  this  InU.  One  was  to  d^mnt 
tiie  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  employ  it  as 
well  as  possible,  and  the  other,  to  invest  it  in 
some  productive  stock.  A  lai^  sum  of  this 
money  having  already  been  pud  to  this  Gov- 
emment  by  the  Britiah  Minister,  it  was  thoueht, 
as  some  time  wonld  elapse  before  it  reached 
the  claimants,  in  the  mean  time  it  had  better 
be  invested.  For  his  own  part,  be  had  consid- 
ered that  a  portion  of  the  money  paid  over 
now,  wonld  be  more  acceptable  than  a  delay 
until  the  whole  of  the  daiius  ^onld  have  been 
investigated.  As  the  whole  amount  of  the 
claims  w««  about  1,600,000  ddlars,  and  as 
Ij200j000  had  been  recdved,  there  oonld  be  no 
risk  m  paying  76  per  cent,  on  the  cldms  im- 
mediat^y ;  or,  to  put  it  lower,  he  thonght  evm 
sixty  per  cent,  in  hand  wonld  be  more  satisfac- 
tory than  to  wait  the  final  decidon  of  the  Com- 
missioners. The  whole  of  the  claim  was,  as  he 
had  said,  one  million  and  s  half;  and,  if  hater- 
eat  were  computed,  it  wonld  be  about  two  mil- 
lions and  ft  half.  But  the  claimants  would  be 
well  satisfied  with  their  principal.  There  were 
many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  settlement. 
It  would  be  very  difficult  to  decide  upon  the 
number  of  slaves  carried  away ;  it  would  also 
be  for  the  Commissioners  to  fix  on  what  sort  of 
evidence  wimld  be,  in  thdr  view,  aatia&otoryk 
This  would  cause  e  long  period  to  eUqwe  before 
tiie  wh<de  oould  be  deoded  npon ;  and  he  had 
ascertained  that,  in  the  mean  time,  a  part  of 
the  sum  would  be  acceptsble  to  the  claimants. 

Kr.  Smcth,  of  South  Carolina,  inqnired  what 
the  difference  would  be,  whether  the  dollara 
were  paid  here,  or  in  Eneland  t 

Mr.  Sinxn,  of  Maryland,  said  that,  if  the  dol- 
lars were  obtained  here,  Uiey  wonld  be  worth 
100  cents;  while,  in  England,  their  value  was 
no  cents. 

Mr.  Wbttb  did  not  like  the  alternative  in  the 
10th  section.  The  course  ought  to  be  fixed  on 
by  Congress,  Every  officer  of  the  Government 
should  have,  in  all  paymraits  of  money  entrust- 
ed to  him,  some  spedfie  Erections.  They 
ought  to  know  now  whet^  this  sum  was  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  or  whether  held 
in  trust.  If  the  money  was  laid  out  in  stock 
wonld  the  claimants  take  it?  If  it  was  to  be 
(Mnsidered  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
then  let  them  take  it,  and  pay  the  clmms  with 
four  per  cent,  interest,  when  the  certificates 
were  presented.  If  it  was  to  be  invested  in 
stock,  the  section  ought  to  provide  ibr  the  sale 
of  this  stock.  As  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  he  thoogjit  the  Government  and  the 
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iMnk  two  cUstinot  thingB.  Suppose  the  bank 
had  made  a  pnrdiaee  of  bills  of  exc^an^e— 
whether  from  our  GoremmeDt  or  the  Bntish 
Miniater,  the  bank  had  the  benefit  of  it ;  it  was 
a  hank  operation^  and  interested  the  United 
States  no  farther  than  as  stockholders  in  the 
ii^tntion.  If  the  Goremment  made  any  thing 
he  ^ould  entirely  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Carolina,  that  it  onght  to  be  paid 
to  the  cl^mants:  bnt  it  was  not  so.  Ue 
thought  that  the  project  of  paying  70  per  cent, 
was  not  practicable.  It  comd  not  be  done  nntil 
the  claims  were  all  ascertained,  as,  until  then, 
it  was  impossible  to  decide  how  mnch  each  one 
■honld  receive.  Hie  defoitive  list  did  not  he 
bdlered,  oompilee  all  the  clmma,  Vhen  uiey 
were  ftulj  decided  upon,  all  the  dumants 
would  come  foward  and  receive  tbdr  propor- 
tiong  of  the  dividend.  How  mnch  it  would  be, 
was  uncerti^ ;  it  might  be  60,  and  it  might  be 
100  per  cent :  and,  if  it  should  pay  the  whole 
principal,  and  20  per  cent,  interest,  so  much 
the  better.  He  found  no  fault  with  the  bill ; 
if  he  had  been  disposed  to  reoonmiend  any 
thing,  it  would  be  uiat  the  old  oommissioner, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  details 
of  the  subject,  and  could,  in  a  Sorter  time,  set- 
tle the  questions  which  would  arise  in  this  in- 
vestigation of  these  dums,  than  persons  unao- 
qnainted  with  them,  ahonld  be  re-i^pointed. 
He  was  Tery  wilHng  that  the  daimants  eiho&ld 
receive  an  interest  on  their  money;  bnt  he  did 
not  ^prove  of  leaving  the  disposal  of  the  mon- 
ey to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Tazewell  said,  that  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  tenth  section  did  not  stand  alone. 
There  was  another  motion,  which,  although 
not  now  before  the  Senate,  had  been  touched 

rn,  and  was,  therefore,  open  to  comment, 
meant  the  pr^osition  to  pay  75  per  cent 
of  the  claims.  What  were  the  facts  ?  The 
Government  of  Great  Britain  having  acknowl- 
edged itself  indebted,  not  to  the  Government, 
but  to  tlie  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the 
Government  assumes  the  character  <tf  a  re- 
ceiver ibr  those  dtiienfl.  In  disdiarge  <^  the 
obligation.  Great  Britdn  had  already  paid  a 
certain  som,  and,  no  doubt,  would  pay  more. 
It  belongii  to  the  United  States  to  provide  some 
method  for  paying  this  money,  in  just  propor- 
tion, to  the  claimants.  This  bill  was  to  pro- 
vide for  that  distribntion.  He  thought  it  en- 
cumbered with  too  much  machinery,  which  he 
would  notice  hereafter.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  claims  could  not  all  be  settled  until  by  the 
end  of  next  Congress ;  and,  meanwhile,  it  was 
proposed  that  the  money'  should  be  invested. 
During  that  period,  the  United  States  would 
have  this  large  snm  of  money  in  tlie  Treasury, 
in  which  they  have  no  direct  interest;  and, 
really,  it  cotud  not  be  doubted  that  justice 
wotdd  Rotate  its  being  qiplied  so  as  to  pro- 
duce a  profit  to  the  dfdmants.  This  was  the 
course  pointed  out  in  courts  d  justice  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  was  founded  on  princi- 
jdes  tif  Justice,  thjat,  where  money  was  in  the 
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hands  of  the  court,  and  it  was  aaoertdnted  who  1 
was  the  rightful  owner,  it  ahould  not  be  kwpt 
unprodoctive,  bnt  should  be  so  iqij^ed  as  Vis 
best  for  the  Interest  of  the  perscm  who  Aaaii 
finally  be  dedded  to  be  its  owner.  The  prin- 
ciple, then,  was  plain,  and  the  qoestion  wis,  1 
how  should  it  be  aj^Uedf  Could  it  be  em-  i 
ployed  by  the  United  States  t  He  bdieved  I 
there  was  no  doubt  that  it  could ;  there  wis, 
he  bdieved,  three  millions  of  the  pnUic  debt 
due;  and  why  not  pay  it?  Why  not  apply 
this  money  for  onr  own  purposes,  and  then  pKj 
to  the  dainunts  the  interest  for  its  use  f  Or, 
why  not  lay  it  oat  for  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
the  UMted  Statesi  and  xvdeon  it  at  per 
cent.?  Thn^  the  Govennnent  would  make 
two  cent,  and  fbnr  per  cent,  woold  be 
made  f6r  the  doimanto.  Indeed,  he  thoo^ 
the  interest  to  be  paid  thran  might  be  put 
higher.  The  Government  were  borrowmg 
money  at  five  per  cent. ;  and,  it  seemed  to  him, 
that  it  would  be  peculiarly  hard  if  they  oodd 
allow  bnt  four  per  cent,  on  this  nxmey,  wluch 
might  be  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  forced  loao. 
But,  it  had  been  said,  that  it  would  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  clumants,  to  pre  them  nxty  per 
cent  on  their  claims,  at  onoe.  He  shodd  be 
willing  to  agree  to  this,  if  he  thon^t  so:  but, 
it  iq>peared  to  him,  that  it  would  be  rather 
li\iurion8  than  benendal,  if  it  was  at  all  prac- 
ticable. It  certdnly  appeared  to  1^  that  this 
would  be  productive  en  partiality,  and  craie- 
qnent  discontent  The  payment  of  the  dsina 
would  then  be  according  to  chance,  ot,  per* 
ha^s,  the  caprice  of  the  Commissioners.  The 
claims  would  not  come  in  at  the  aame  time ;  as 
they  were  presented,  they  wonld  be  doweled; 
and  why  should  one  be  pdd  his  claim  dghtecn 
months  before  the  other,  merely  beeauee,  by 
chance,  it  was  on  the  first  part  of  tiie  docket! 
Besides,  Kr  T.  thought,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  that  it  was  entirely  uncertain 
what  the  amount  to  be  paid  might  be;  and,  it 
might  hi4>peD,  after  all  the  duma  were  pre* 
sented,  that  uw  daimanta  wo^  not  be  enti- 
ticd  to  more  tlun  thir^  per  cent  And,  sop- 
pose  one  dainuint  were  to  apply  at  an  eany 
period,  and  obtain  his  seventy-five  per  oat, 
while,  afterwards,  it  should  turn  out  that  ibtj 
had  {Mid  him  more  than  his  share,  how  codd  it 
be  forced  from  him  ?  He  would  argue  that  he 
had  a  vested  right  in  the  money  which  they 
had  pdd  him,  under  an  act  of  Congr^  and 
that  he  neither  could,  nor  would,  refund  the 
money.  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  bad 
said,  that  the  amount  was  ascertained;  and 
that  a  certain  portion  could  safely  be  paid  cow. 
But  it  was  not  so.  He  knew  that  |1,S00,M>0 
mode  the  whole  of  the  definitive  list ;  hot,  in 
tlio  bill,  OS  well  as  in  the  treaties,  there  was  a 
provision  for  claims  not  indnded  in  that  list. 
Ue  did  not  know  what  their  amount  wodd  be : 
it  might  be  large,  and  it  might  be  snwB;  bat 
it  cortdnly  was  not  safb  to  put  them  out  of 
view,  in  paying,  rammarily,  a  portiui  of  the 
fund  to  those  ddmtnts  now  known.  A  great 
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maj  qnestkau,  at  serkms  import  would  r&- 
qmn  9rttl«iient  by  the  Board  of  Oommi^on- 
en,  before  a  riogle  certificate  could  be  issued. 
These  reasons  iuddced  him  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  tenth  section ;  and,  as  to 
the  payment  of  seventy-five  per  cent.,  he  could 
easily  see  tiiat  it  would  be  of  zreat  advantage 
to  those  who  would  be  paia  first ;  and,  as 
ea-ilr,  that  it  wonld  be  great  ii^ustiiM  to  the 
other  dumants. 

Mr.  Holmes  said,  that  the  case,  to  him,  ap- 
pend B  very  dear  one.  The  section  did  not 
enjoin  tt  as  a  dn^  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
IVeasuiT  to  invest  the  money  in  fom  per  cent, 
stocks,  bnt  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  that  offi- 
cer, either  bo  to  invest  it,  or,  if  the  United 
retained  it,  the  Government  were  to  pay 
the  4  per  cent.  As  the  gentleman  from  V ir- 
paa  had  sud,  it  was  an  established  usage, 
where  money  was  held  in  trust  by  public  au- 
thoritiesi,  to  (^>ply  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
yield  an  interest  to  the  owner.  Why,  then, 
i^oold  it  not  be  done  f  It  was  of  no  impor- 
tance, and  not  worth  disputing  abont,  that  the 
raited  States  received  a  profit,  so  that  the 
(iftiniMita  received  the  four  per  cent  - 

^r.  Tazewku.  said,  that  when  the  Conven- 
ti(w  had  been  amic^ted  by  the  Enquror  Alex- 
•nder,  a  definitive  list  was  to  be  presented. 
But  many  imajide  dahnanta  were  not,  through 
error,  or  aome  other  reason,  Incihided  in  the 
Bat;  and  the  Govemment  of  Great  Britain 
wtnld  not  indnde  in  the  treaty  any  person  not 
itsmed  in  that  list.  One  of  these  cases  was 
thftt  of  B  gentleman  of  TSew  Orleans.  The 
treaty  lately  made,  did,  however,  make  pro- 
Ti-iioQ  for  those  not  included  in  the  list.  Thus 
it  was  highly  improper  to  make  any  disposition 
of  this  matter,  until  the  Commissioners  had 
decided  on  the  foil  amount  of  the  claims. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Uessrs  Cham- 
un,  and  ^oth,  of  Maryland,  the  question  on 
rtriking  out  &e  tenth  seotlon,  was  taken,  and 
Bentived— Id  to  31. 

Mr.  TAmrxu.  moved  to  sbike  ont  the  word 
Am,  and  to  insert  in  its  stead  the  word  one  ; 
{midiog  for  the  appointment  of  one  Commis- 
BODer,  instead  of  three. 

Hr,  T.  said  that  he  did  not  see  the  neceraify 
of  all  the  machinery  that  had  been  attached  to 
the  Mn.  The  difficulties  attending  the  object 
la  be  effected  by  it  were  only  increased,  as  a 
multiplication  of  screws  and  pnllies  always  in- 
creased the  friction  of  the  machinery,  and  con- 
Kquently  lessened  the  power  of  the  machine. 
He  did  not  conceive  that  three  men  were  ne- 
<^e»sry  to  settle  what  hod  been  munly  settled 
''ready.  And  they  would  delay  very  essen- 
tially the  final  adjustment.  It  was  his  opinion 
uut  the  American  Oommlssioner  employed  to 
■^1«  the  el^ma  thns  far — who  bad  examhied 
wem,  and  most  be  more  or  less  acqnmnted 
with  the  nature  of  each  one,  would  be  the 
^wst  fit  person  to  perform  this  duty,  and  would 
do  it  to  the  more  perfect  satisfaction  of  the 
interested,  and     the  Govoimient.  If 
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this  proportion  was  agreed  to,  he  should  f<^ 

low  it  up  by  proposing  to  strike  out  the  other 
unnecessary  wheels  and  pullies,  which  now 
dogged  the  operation  of  the  bill.  In  one 
word,  he  had  no  desire  to  appoint,  in  any  case, 
a  greater  number  of  officers  to  perform  a  duty, 
than  were  necessary.  When  large  salaries 
were  pud,  he  thougtit  at  least  economy  might 
be  used  in  the  number  of  officers  to  be  ap- 

Sointed.  By  adopting  his  amendment,  and 
ispensing  with  two  CommlBsioners,  with  sala- 
ries of  l£ree  thousand  dollars,  six  thousand 
dollars  would  be  saved,  and  he  tiiooght  the  ser- 
vices would  be  as  well,  if  not  better  performed. 

Kr.  Whits  thought,  if  the  Amencan  Com- 
missioner was  appointed,  the  whole  subject 
wonld  be  satisfactorily  arranged.  It  hod  been 
said  by  the  member  from  Georgia,  that  delay 
was  the  price  that  must  be  paid  for  justice ;  to 
a  certun  extent,  he  agreed  that  it  was  so ;  but 
he  was  of  opinion  uat  three  Gommissionera^ 
instead  of  one,  would  be  of  so  little  advantage, 
as  not  to  outweigh  the  consideration  of  the  m- 
ditional  expense.  As  to  wpeals  to  Congress  la 
case  of  dissatisfaction,  it  did  not  appear  proba- 
ble that  it  would  be  at  all  increased  or  dimin- 
ished in  one  case  or  the  other.  Whether  three 
Commisrioners  or  one  was  iq»K^ted,  perstaia 
who  did  not  aneceed  in  obtuidng  thdr  de- 
mands^ wonld  ^peal  to  Congress,  It  wai 
alw^B  the  case.  There  was  never  a  Commis- 
sion from  which  disappointed  claimants  £d 
not  appeaL  It  was,  however,  objected,  that 
the  appointment  of  one  Commissioner,  la  this 
ease,  would  not  ^ve  the  claimant  the  same 
privileges  as  were  enjoyed  by  citizens  in  other 
cases.  But  he  need  only  remind  the  Senate 
that  one  man  had  hod,  in  certun  cases,  the 
keeping  and  dis[>osition  of  the  enormous  sums 
eutruBted  to  the  Uoited  States  Courts,  in  nine 
States,  and  decided  on  all  high  criminal  cases 
without  appeal.  He  thought  the  tnut  in  this 
case  no  more  dangerous  than  in  others,  and  he 
was  disposed,  Uierefore,  to  fall  in  with  the  mo- 
tion. He  believed  the  prindplu  on  which  the 
atljudicatioDswere  to  be  made,  were  established 
in  times  past,  and  that  there  would  be  no  great 
difficulty,  except  in  the  hearing  of  testimony. 
He  should  moke  no  propoaiti«i;  but  would 
merely  inquire  whether,  U  the  case  of  the  ap* 
poiotment  of  three  Commisnoners,  two  could 
not  act,  if  t^ere  should  be  no  necessity  for  the 
services  of  the  third.  He  thought,  however, 
that  one  would  be  competent  to  do  all  that 
wonld  t)e  required. 

The  question  on  Kr.  Tazkwxll's  amendment 
was  then  taken,  and  dedded  iu  the  affirmative, 
19  to  13. 

Hr.  Tazewbll  then  moved  the  fbrther 
amendment  of  the. bill,  by  sMking  ont  the 
word  Secretanr,  so  that  the  apfmntmenta 
should  be  confined  to  one  Commissioner  and 
one  clerk.  He  observed,  he  did  not  see  the 
necessity  of  such  an  officer ;  and  he  was  sure, 
if  one  was  appointed,  iha  derk  would  be 
obliged  to  do  all  the  bunneBS. 
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The  motion  wu  then  put,  and  carried,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Teubsdat,  Fetnnary  6, 
Clmmt  for  Jkpertsd  aianm. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjastment  of 
elAinis  of  persons  enlitled  to  iodemniflcation 
under  the  first  article  of  the  b«aty  of  Ghent, 
Ac.,  was  read  the  third  time, 

Mr.  Habbibon  said  that,  when  the  bill  was 
first  introduced,  it  made  proTision  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  Commissionere.  An  amend- 
ment was  however  adopted,  jesterdaj,  which 
reduced  the  number  to  one ;  and,  as  the  dntj 
and  responsibility  most  be  mnch  greater,  he 
thotu^t  it  bat  Jostice  that  the  compensation 
dioold  be  increwed,  also.  Ko  donbt  oodd  be 
entertained  that  the  duties  wonld  be  mnch  en- 
hanced by  the  alteration.  It  had  also  been 
Intimated  that  tiie  appointment  was  likely  to 
fidi  on  a  gentleman  who  stood  high  in  his  conn- 
tn^'a  honor  and  confidence.  And  he  woold  ask 
whether  the  Senate  woold  enjoin  on  that  indi- 
vidual  to  accept  this  office  with  a  small  com- 
pensation? for  delicacy  might  prevent  him 
from  declining  it,  on  acconnt  of  the  narrowness 
of  the  salary.  He  then  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  in- 
stniotions  to  make  the  compensation  ,/bur,  in- 
stead of  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Kr.  Jonmros,  of  Louisiana,  sustained  the 
motion ;  and  made  some  explanations  as  to  the 
ol^nis  mentioned  yesterd^,  not  indaded  in 
tiie  definitive  list,  but  allnded  to  in  tiie  treaty, 
iridch  he  also  mored  to  submit  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tazewkll  said,  that  his  recollection  cor- 
responded with  the  explanation  mi^e  by  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana.  The  definitive  list 
proper  was  the  list  contidning  oil  the  claims, 
nor  were  those  which  were  omitted  by  mistake 
wlien  the  list  was  made  ont,  by  any  means  to 
be  excluded.  He  had  no  o^ection  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  on  this  ground.  He  was  also  in 
&vor  of  nusing  the  ealuy  of  the  Commissioner ; 
and  bad  no  objection,  rince  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary hod  been  stricken  irom  the  bill,  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  clerk,  whme  lal>or 
would  be  greater.  He  also  thought  the  10th 
■eetiiHi  mi^t  be  submitted  to  the  attention  of 
tiie  committee,  to  be  altered  sbonld  they  see 
fit  On  all  these  grounds  he  should  be  in  &Tor 
of  having  the  bill  recommitted  generally. 

Mr.  Habrisok  then  varied  his  motion,  and 
moved  a  general  re-commitment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Loui^ana,  suggested,  that 
an  additional  clerk,  to  copy  the  papers  of  the 
claimants,  would  be  found  absolutely  necessary. 

The  S^iate  then  adopted  the  motion  to  re- 
commit. 

Fsn>i.T,  February  9. 
Th*  Colonuation  Soeittif* 
Mr.  Crahbkbs  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  for  aid  in  its  objects,  and 
moved  iU  refereufw  to  a  Select  Couunittee. 


[Fbbdabt,  ltt7. 

"iSr.  C.  Bud,  whoi  he  hod,  two  nnc^ 
offered  this  memorial,  a  question  of  ordn; 
made  by  the  Soiator  from  Alahama,  (Hr. 
Kino,)  had  prevented  him  from  having  oppor- 
tunity to  say  one  word  in  answer  to  the  k- 
marks  which  were  made  by  both  tiie  gentle- 
men from  South  Carolina.  The  qnestion  of 
order  was  now  at  rest — ^the  demand  of  tlie  nle^ 
as  announced  by  the  Premdent,  having  been 
gratified  by  the  signature  of  the  distinguiebed 
individnal  who  pruided  over  the  societv ;  aad 
he  had  now  Ev^led  himself  of  the  first  dh>- 
ment  to  toing  the  nUeet  again  to  the  notice  of 
the  Senate^  He  haa  not,he  said,  anttdptfed 
discusuon  at  tl^  ind|mt  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  he  belicTed  the  aasolioa  vmA 
be  safely  made,  that,  on  no  other  occsnon 
when  he  had  been  in  the  Senate,  bad  tbm 
been  an  attempt  to  discuss  the  merits  <^  an  ap- 
peal to  this  body  on  the  presentation  of  a  me- 
morial. He  could  not  perceive  the  reasons  for 
a  deviation  from  the  usual  course,  or  why  the 
friends  of  the  measure  were  not  permitted  to 
presmt  to  the  Senate  the  facts  connected  with 
It,  before  they  were  called  upon  to  answa-  to 
charges ;  but  the  genUemon  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Hatnb)  nad  the  ri^t  to  sdecl,  and 
had  selected,  his  own  course;  and  it  was  dot 
his  duty,  Mr.  0.  said,  to  vindicate  the  olyeeU 
of  the  society,  and  to  enforce  thar  claims 
upon  the  attention  and  patronage  of  Oongresa. 
He  cl^ed  the  lilwrty  of  correcting,  at  the 
outset,  the  wrov  into  which  both  the  Senaton 
frcHu  South  CaroUna  had  been  betrayed,  wbea 
they  charged  upon  the  society  nlleiior  \-iev-^ 
inimical  tti  the  Southern  or  sUveholding  StaU4. 
and  hostile  to  the  tenure  by  whidi  dtizens  of 
those  States  held  their  property.  The  eodcty 
indulged  no  such  views— he  felt  authorized,  is 
the  name  of  its  members,  to  disclnm  them. 
If  sndi  purposes  had  been  entertained,  the  bo- 
ciety  oould  not  have  selected  an  agent  lew  will* 
ing  than  himself  to  efilect  them.  He  waa  will- 
ing to  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  Uie  doetifee  of 
the  exclufflve  rights  of  the  slavefatdtog  Ststcs 
upon  this  subject,  and  in  denying  the  powv  of 
Congress  to  touch  thdr  rights  to  this  propert; 
coercively.  Upon  this  su^eot,  the  omoal  dec- 
larations of  the  sodety  announced  invariaUy, 
and  on  all  occasions,  the  same  doctrines  wbidi 
he  had  avowed.  There  might  l>e,  and  it  wsi 
not  his  wish  to  be  understood  to  deny  there 
were,  individuals  who  were  governed  bj  dMer- 
ent  considerations,  who  did  look  to  ulterior 
objects,  and  who  had  a  false  and  erroneous 
view  of  the  motives  and  purposes  erf'  the  soci- 
ety. It  wonld  be  matter  of  infinite  surprise  if 
such  persons  were  not  to  be  found ;  and  where, 
or  when,  he  wonld  aak,  had  •  great  queftkn 
been  agitated  until  it  excited  the  feelings  and 
enlisted  the  partialities  of  one  large  mass  of 
the  community,  and  the  pr^udicea  of  ancAber, 
without  producing  precisdy  the  same  result  t 
For  the  mistaken  opinions  of  sach  indiridosli, 
if  such  there  were,  he  did  not  hold  the  society 
responsible.    But  for  themselves,  acting  bj 
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their  accredited  agenta,  in  official  docoments 
and  OD  all  occasioDs  when  a  formal  expoanre  tif 
their  objects  had  been  proper,  they  had  been 
jffompt  ud  ezpUdt  in  their  avowal.  In  this 
memorial,  "  tho  constitutional  and  legitimate 
cuiience  of  slavery  is  admitted,"  and  the  aver- 
ment distinctly  made,  "  that  Uie  Government 
of  the  Uoioa  has  never  been  looked  to  as  the 
proper  or  authorized  instrument  for  effecting 
its  removal."  These  are  not  dedarations  made 
to  foit  the  oecadon— tbQ7  are  consistent  with 
■U  their  offidal  wid  acknowledged  professions 
ud  mAx  The  tme  And  nndisgoised  objects  of 
the  sode^,  as  distinedy  announced  in  this  me- 
morial, is  "the  removal,  to  the  coast  of  AfHca, 
with  their  own  consent,  of  snch  people  of 
cvilor,  vitlun  the  United  States,  as  ore  already 
free,  and  of  such  others  as  the  bomanity  of 
ioiividaals,  and  the  laws  of  the  different 
States,  may  hereafter  liberate and  with  the 
CDDvictioa  that  thia  object  cannot  fail  to  be 
coQtddered  of  deep  and  general  interest,  they 
prewnt  their  history  and  tlieir  sitoation  to 
jocr  noUce,  invoke  your  aid,  and  sabmit  to 
joar  wisdom  the  suggestion  and  apjdication  of 
the  means  necessary  to  accomplish  it. 

The  gentlenian  from  Soath  Carolina,  on  his 
left,  (Mi.  HATin,)  had  denounced  this  as  a 
vi^Lonary  and  chimerical  project.  He  Qlr.  C.) 
had  indulged  tho  hope  that  uie  exalted  charac- 
ter and  distinguished  intelligence  of  the  iudi- 
vldnals  who  bad  been  connected  with  the  soci- 
ety, would  have  restrained  the  gentleman  from 
this  sweeping  dennnciation.  He  need  not  men- 
tioQ  to  that  gentleman,  or  to  the  Senate,  the 
lumes  of  these  individuals— they  were  high 
in  the  confidence  of  the  nation ;  men  who  had 
icqaired  £Eime  in  every  department  of  the  Gov- 
enuneiit ;  who  bod  grocra  your  senates,  yonr 
eiHirts,  your  pulpits,  as  well  as  those  who,  in 
prirato  life,  liod  invited  and  deserved  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  C(  all  who  knew  than. 
AmoDgrt  tliese,  he  would  sur*  woe  very  many 
vboia  education,  habits  of  thinking  and  in- 
terests, would  moke  them  of  all  men  least  like- 
ly to  promote  an  object  which  would  loosen  tho 
hoods  by  which  the  citizens  of  the  South  held 
thdir  property.  If  the  names  of  illustrious  in- 
dividiuU  could  not  rescue  the  society  from  the 
npioach  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
be  would  remind  that  gentleman  of  the  connte- 
oaoce  it  hod  received  from  nine  or  ten  of  tlio 
States  of  this  Union ;  and  if  nothing  could 
avert  the  determined  purpose  of  the  Senator 
from  Soath  Carolina,  he  was  willing  to  be 
naked  amongst  the  visionary  men  who  had 
heoi  bscinoted  hj  this  chimera. 

the  Senator  from  Soi^  Carolina  bad  ar- 
nigned  the  condnot  of  the  agoit  of  ^  soci- 
ety, Dr.  Ashmtm,  and  had  referred  to  the  doc- 
■DMDts  from  the  Kavy  Department  for  proof. 
It  was  not  the  time  or  the  occasion  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  these  transactions ;  bnt  he  most 
be  allowed  to  say,  the  whole  affair  had  been 
placed  in  the  most  glowing  colors  by  the  gen- 
tlenuu'sfiui^aDd  nis  wit.  The  i^un  name 


[Sbutil 

Uve  wonld  not,  he  thought,  place  the  conduct 
of  Dr.  Ashmun  in  a  view  so  censurable  or  so 
ridiculous  as  it  had  been  represented.  Dr. 
Ashman  was  the  agent  of  tlie  Government,  as 
also  the  agent  of  tlie  society.  The  act  of  8d 
March,  1819,  had  autburizcd  the  Government 
to  toko  care  of^  and  return  to  their  country, 
snch  Africans  as  were  unlawfully  imported  or 
captared  in  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 
In  virtue  of  that  law,  an  o^ncy  had  been  es- 
taUidied  at  Liberia.  In  his  person.  Dr.  Ash- 
man united  the  various  offices  of  dvil  and  HU- 
itory  Governor  of  the  colony,  and  agent  under 
the  Government  fbr  the  sue  keeping  of  cap- 
tured Africans.  As  the  respomsible  head  of 
the  colony,  it  was  his  duty  to  use  all  the  meos- 
nres  necesary  for  its  protection  against  all, 
whose  acts  were  likely  to  endanger  its  exis^ 
ence,  its  peace,  or  its  prosperity,  v  bother  they 
were  tho  neighboring  native  tribes,  or  piraticsi 
visitors,  or  others.  The  first  act  of  imputed 
miscondnct  wo^  the  destruction  of  a  Spanish 
factory  at  Digby.  Tho  facta  are,  thnt  a  Span- 
ish slave  ship  had  lircd  upon,  boarded,  token 
possession  of,  and  removed  irom  her  moorlngfi, 
an  English  brig,  a  well-known  trader,  engogcd 
in  lawful  commerce  at  Cape  Uesundo,  and 
then  at  anchor  in  the  Bonds,  and  finally  plun- 
dered the  bru;  of  her  anchor,  and  a  variety  at 
articles  from  her  cabin  and  deck ;  tho  rubbery 
was  clearly,  according  to  the  strictest  rules  of 
law,  an  act  of  piracy.  Comphunt  being  made 
to  Dr.  Ashmuu,  he  selected  a  force  from  lils 
two  military  companies,  and  the  Spanish 
schooner  having  craped,  he  pnrsacd  tlic  prop- 
erty wliich  tho  pirates  were  known  to  have  m 
a  factory  on  tho  shore,  and,  having  possessed 
himself  of  the  j)ropcrtyj  destroyed  tae  factory. 

The  second  traosaction,  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman,  (Mr.  IIatxe,)  was  the  destruction 
of  the  French  factory  on  the  St.  Paul's.  Foot 
of  the  natives  who  had  been  fotmd  at  Digby, 
and  brought  into  the  colony,  had  left  the  estab- 
lishment, and  found  their  way  Into  the  im- 
mense woody  region,  extending  into  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  with  every  prospect  of 
either  perishing,  or  becoming  victims  to  the 
avarice  of  the  slave  dealers.  After  the  lapse 
of  a  month  of  fruitless  effort  to  dlK^ovcr  them. 
Dr.  Ashmun  learned  they  were  loaded  with 
chains  in  ttiis  French  factory,  and  held  as 
slaves.  Thoy  were  demanded  once  and  again, 
and  ih&  answer  to  tho  demand  was  a  written 
declaration  that  they  shoald  not  be  delivered 
up,   A  French  schooner  was  lying  near,  pre- 

Eored  to  receive  slaves.  In  this  eraei^ncy, 
>T.  Ashmnn  despatched  two  boats,  with  an 
armed  force,  ascended  the  Stockton  Biver,  broke 
up  the  Ikctury,  and  brought  off  the  slaves  con- 
fined in  it,  to  the  nnmber  of  forty-three  men, 
thirteen  women,  and  forty-three  children.  This 
factory,  it  should  be  recollected,  was  within 
the  territorial  limits  and  Jnriadictioa  at  th« 
colony. 

Tlic  last  transaction  which  has  been  the  sub- 
ject <tf  animadvwri<Hi,  was  the  destraotioa  of 
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Trade  Town ;  the  partteolan  of  which  are  fur- 
nished hy  Captain  Chase,  late  conunander  of  a 
Colombian  armed  schooner,  who  ib  said  to  be  a 
highly  honorable  man.  He  states  that  the  in- 
haoitanta  of  the  town  had  sednced  about  thirty 
free  blacka  f^m  the  colony,  and  had  sold  them 
to  Spanish  and  French  slave  traders  ;  that 
these  sednced  colonists  were  frequently  de- 
manded by  Dr.  Ashman,  with  a  threat  to  use 
force,  if  necessary ;  that  the  threats  were  not 
only  disregarded,  but  the  depredations  on  the 
colony  were  continued ;  that  these  facts  being 
made  known  to  Captain  Chase  and  to  Captain 
Cotiiell,  commanding  a  Colombian  brig  of  war, 
they  consented  to  arast  Ur.  Ashmnn,  In  an  ex- 
pedition to  the  town.  As  they  approached  the 
shore,  they  were  fired  at  from  the  French  and 
Spanish  factories,  although  the  Colonial  flag 
waa  h<risted  in  Mr.  Ashmnn's  boat.  The  land- 
ing was  efibcted,  and  the  factories  were  taken 
possession  of.  Mr.  Asbmun  addressed  a  note 
to  the  head  man  of  the  tribe,-  informing  him 
that  his  object  was  to  regain  his  colonists, 
promising  a  cessation  of  all  hostilities,  if  they 
were  peaceably  surrendered,  and  threatening 
destruction  to  his  town  if  they  should  be  with- 
held. The  dcliTeiy  of  the  colonists  and  a 
number  of  natives,  held  as  slaves,  was  prom- 
ised by  the  head  man,  but  dekqr  was  nsed  in 
completing  his  engagement,  until  an  armed 
force  of  not  less  than  two  or  three  thousand 
men  were  collected,  who  were  not  finally  sub- 
dued until  the  armed  vessels  were  brought  to 
bear,  and  fired  several  broatlsides.  The  town 
was  then  destroyed.  This  is  the  history  of  the 
facts,  which,  with  the  decorations  contributed 
by  the  fancy  and  wit  of  the  gentleman,  hare 
been  held  up  to  the  Senate  as  a  spectacle  fit  not 
only  to  be  gravely  censured,  but  to  be  ridi- 
culed. It  had  been  denied  that  Br.  Asbmun 
could  find  warrant  for  these  proceedings,  in 
any  power  derived  to  him  as  agent  for  the 
Government.  l£r.  0.  said  he  did  not  eimtend 
for  any  other  ontiiori^  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Asb- 
mun, as  the  agent  of  the  Government,  than 
that  admitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
If  the  recaptured  AiHcons,  delivered  at  his 
agency,  were  taken  from  him,  and  about  to  be 
sold  btto  slavery,  he  could  promptly  use  the 
means  nece^ary  to  rescue  them.  Mr.  Aslimun, 
however,  had  other  and  higher  powers  than 
those  conferred  on  him  by  the  Government. 
As  the  civil  and  military  head  of  the  commu- 
nity, he  owed  protection  to  the  lawftal  com- 
merce of  all  who  visited  his  colony.  As  the 
protector  of  the  colony,  he  was  bound  to  use 
the  means  in  his  control  to  rescue  its  citizens 
when  taken  captive,  and  to  secure  them  against 
the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  lawless 
and  piratical  aggressors.  Mr.  Ashmnn  defends 
himself  on  these  grounds,  and  appeals  for  his 
vin^cation  to  the  oroad  principles  of  the  laws 
of  nature  and  of  nations,  which  confer  the 
right  of  self-defence  upon  individuals  and  upon 
communities.  He  was  alone,  nnuded  by  wise 
counsels,  and  snrronnded  by  lawless  pirates, 
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capable  of  any  outrage.   When  the  total  it- 

Btructaon  of  his  colony  and  the  loss  of  Ofe,  m- 
tainly  perpetual  bondage,  was  the  inevitaUe 
result  to  his  subjects  of  an  unfavoraUe  mae  to 
the  hazard,  perhaps  a  very  nice  and  eun 
calculation  of  chances  ought  not  to  be  «■  i 
pected.  At  a  distance  from  the  scene,  and  io 
retrospect,  Mr.  C.  said  be  did  think  the  danger  ! 
had  been  ma^ified,  and  that  the  means  of  pi^ 
ventiou  applied,  were  not  fully  justified ;  but 
he  should  do  ii^ustice  to  Dr.  Ashman,  did  be 
not  acquit  that  sentleman  from  all  inteLdonal 
error.  He  thongnt  it  probable  there  were  very 
few  men,  however  intelligent  and  discreet, 
who,  with  the  ssme  causes  mr  ezcttaneat  and 
under  the  same  cireumBtanees,  wonld  luve 
avoided  the  some  error ;  and  he  certunlr  be- 
lieved him  to  have  been  infinenced  by  tbe  best 
and  purest  motives,  and  so  did  the  socKtr, 
when,  at  their  last  annual  meeting,  iber  pasHd 
the  vote  of  approbation  which  had  been  spo- 
ken of.  The  remarks  he  had  just  made,  vcre 
in  reference  to  the  destruction  of  the  hdorr  j 
at  Digby,  and  the  seizure  of  the  daves  con-  ; 
fined  there.  He  did  not  tliink  that  proceeding 
absolutely  necessary,  and  he  believed  hevu 
authorized  in  saying  such  was  the  winicHi  of 
the  society,  when  this  specific  sulgecthadbefli 
before  them,  and  Mr.  Ashmnn  had  bem  » in- 
formed by  tiie  managers  of  the  socie^. 

The  destruction  m  the  factory  on  the  & 
FauVs,  established  immediately  in  the  yiemitj 
of  the  capital  of  the  colony,  and  on  its  a^ 
knowledged  territory,  and  in  open  violation  of 
its  laws,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  carving  m 
the  slave  trade,  was,  in  every  view  of  the  sa)>- 
joct  which  he  could  take,  perfectly  jnstifitd;  | 
nay,  it  was  a  duty.   Not  less  so  was  the  pro-  | 
cecding  at  Trade  Town ;  all  the  previous  trans-  j 
actions  there  having  been  notorioasly  piratical  ! 
and  the  conduct  of  its  chief  and  its  dtiaas  I 
having  famidied  jost  cause  of  war. 

8o  much  in  Justice  to  Mr.  Ashmnn.  But 
how  does  this  affect  the  questiui  before  the 
Senate  t  Tlie  Goremment  has  said  to  him 
that  the  destruction  of  the  fsctories  was  sot 
within  the  limit  of  the  authority  conferred 
upon  him  as  ^Bgent,  and  another  agent  bad  bea 
appointed.  The  society  had  the  power  to  ex- 
amine and  decide  upon  his  conduct  so  ftr  as  be 
had  acted  for  them,  and  if  dissatisfied,  the;, 
too,  could  select  another  r^resentative.  It 
had  been  sdd  the  society  wished  to  transfer 
the  colony  to  the  United  States,  to  be  taken 
under  its  protection  as  a  colony,  contrary  w 
the  known  policy  of  the  Government;  aa 
that  the  society,  apprehensive  of  a  war,  pro- 
voked by  the  misconduct  of  Mr.  Ashman,  ttov 
sought  protection  from  the  military  power « 
the  Government.  Nothing  conld  be  nx*^^ 
mote  firom  the  views  of  the  society.  Tner 
have  no  desire  to  draw  the  Government  intt*  ft 
war  to  protect  a  distant  c<^ny ;  they  bad  no 
apprehenBion  of  an  attack  upon  themselves 
No  civilized  power,  it  waa  believed,  would  leno 
an  ear  to  the  damors  oi  that  odioiis  diss « 
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men  who  alone  could  nrge  complaint.  The 
laws  of  nature  denounced  the  slave  trade ;  it 
T»  oUtorrent  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and 
had  been  mode  highly  penal  by  almost  every 
Christim  Government  on  the  globe.  The 
omers  tiie  demoUshed  iiKtoriea  then  ooold 
nerff  move  &e  French  or  Sponi^  Govern- 
ments to  assnme  the  attitude  of  war  in  vindi- 
ctiion  of  their  claims  to  prosecute  this  hose 
tralBc.  The  society  could  not  perceive  cause 
of  apprehension  from  foreign  war.  In  regard 
to  the  uaUves,  the  colony  possessed  all  the  ne- 
wioarjr  means  of  self-protection.  The  local 
militia,  which  had  been  so  contemptuously  spo- 
ken of,  were  in  fact  well  orcanized,  well  disci- 
piised,  well  officered,  and  efficient  Their  sup- 
ply of  arms  and  mnnitions  was  inadequate  to 
their  nnmbers  and  means  of  applying  them,  as 
Tsa  the  ease  in  some  other  countries,  bnt, 
imaD  as  they  were,  no  fean  were  entertidned 
li)r  the  remit  of  any  attack  frtun  the  natiTea. 

Ithasilso  been  s^d,  that  tiiere  were  consti- 
tutional obJectuHiB  to  legislation  by  Congress 
on  this  sntjject.  This  must  of  course  depend 
DpoB  the  measure  proposed  for  our  adoption. 
It  is  not  posdble  now  to  anticipate  what  may 
b«  recommended  by  the  committee  which  you 
are  ssted  to  appoint.  There  cert^nly  are 
meanj  of  aiding  ^e  colony,  which  involve,  it 
voold  eeem,  no  constitutional  difficulties.  To 
innike  the  interposition  of  foreign  powers,  to 
prohibit  the  access  of  slave  ships  to  that  part  of 
the  western  coast  of  Africa  in  the  Ticinity  of 
the  colofly,  might  materially  promote  its  inter- 
«^  and  yet,  be  supposed  no  constitutional  ob- 
Jectioa  would  prevent  oor  recommending  such 
a  measnre.  Others  might  bo  suggested,  and 
no  donbt  the  committee  wonld  properly  esti- 
lute  this  consideration.  Ue  conld  not,  how- 
trer,  avoid  the  remark,  that  a  direct  appropri- 
ation of  money  by  Congress  would  certainly 
find  high  authority,  as  well  as  precedent,  to 
jiL*tif»  it.  The  Caraccas — the  New  Madrid — 
tHe  very  late  Alexandria  appropriations,  were 
n^l,  perhiyw,  easily  jastified  by  any  princijilo 
of  tlie  constitution  which  would  exclude  this. 
To  an  these  objections,  however,  it  may  be  re- 
Qa^ed,  th^  the  memorial,  in  respectful  and 
^Morons  terms,  asks  a  hearing.  Let  the  re- 
quest be  treated  with  the  same  attention  which 
iU  others  receive — let  the  facts  be  ascertained 
-let  the  otjecb  of  the  society  be  fairly  stated, 
■nd  the  case  fnlly  presented— the  various  modes 
of  practicable  aid  suggested — the  advantages 
from  their  snccessfol  application,  enumerated— 
the  ocmstitDtional  difficulties  which  oppose 
them  exunined — and  then  the  Senate  will  be 
able  to  appreciate  the  arguments  for  and  against 
*ny  proposition  that  may  be  submitted. 

The  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  has  said 
it  is  too  late  in  the  session  to  mature  any  meas- 
ure which  can  grow  out  of  this  memorial.  He 
vas  aware  of  the  difficulty,  but  he  would  nso 
the  anthority  of  the  gentleman  himself,  to 
tbow  that  this  fiBict,  assuming  it  to  exist,  should 
au  pmeot  the  aeUm  of  tiie  Senate,  to  the 
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extent  now  asked  for.  At  the  last  session,  tho 
gentleman,  after  devoting  much  labor  and  at- 
tention to  a  favorite  subject,  had  brought  it  to 
the  notice  the  Senate  at  a  very  late  period, 
end,  if  his  recollection  did  not  mislead  him, 
had  proposed  its  discussion,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  inviUng  the  attention  of  members, 
as  well  as  the  attention  of  the  community,  that 
it  might  be  finally  acted  on  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. He  did  not  find  fault  with  the  gentle- 
man: on  the  contrary,  he  commended  his 
whole  course,  and  had  gone  with  him  in  snp- 
porting  the  Bankrupt  Bill,  and  sincerely  re- 
gretted the  decision  of  the  Senate  on  that  sub- 
ject. But,  important  as  he  admitted  the  Bank- 
rupt Bill  to  be,  in  its  influence  on  the  country, 
he  must  cimm  permission  to  think  the  subject 
to  which  this  memorial  refers,  more  interesting 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  He  knew  no  question,  not  im- 
mediately inToIviiw  the  very  existence  of  the 
Qovemment,  which  ongUt  to  «cite  so  deeply 
the  anxious  reflection  of  every  patriot.  That 
part  of  the  population  of  the  States  whidi  it 
was  the  object  of  the  society  to  remove,  was  a 
degraded,  miserable  race  of  beings.  Clmmlng 
no  politick  rights  themselves,  tliey  are  incapa- 
ble of  appreciating  those  great  principles  on 
which  flJl  our  institutions  are  based — excluded, 
by  the  indelible  distinctions  impressed  by  the 
Author  of  their  being,  from  their  rank  in  social 
life,  which  is  the  reward  and  the  stimulus  of 
high  moral  and  intelloctual  acquirement,  they 
fii^  no  motive  for  the  cnltivatiion  of  Tirtne, 
and  abandon  themsdvcs  to  the  indulgence  of 
the  worst  passims  of  the  human  breast 
They  are  not,  cannot,  be  dtizens  of  yonr  coun- 
try— they  do  not  add  to  yonr  physical  enei^es 
—they  do  not  effect  the  Intimate  object  of 
anyone  appropriate  class  of  a  well-organized 
community— tuey  are  any  thing  but  a  laboring 
class.  It  were  well  did  they  only  present  a 
negative  character.  The  reverse  was  too  well 
known.  Thoy  not  only  ore  the  drones  and 
moths  of  your  society — who  occupy  the  place, 
and  ercludo  the  presence,  of  a  laboring,  hardy, 
useful,  and  monu  class  of  white  men,  octuated 
by  a  common  attachment  and  devotion  to  your 
country,  its  constitution,  and  its  laws,  the 
beneficent  protection  of  which  they  would  feel, 
and  the  highest  honors  of  which  they  wonld 
consider  accessible  to  merit,  in  whatever  garb 
— but  yonr  free  blacks  exert  the  most  deleteri- 
ous influence  on  every  class,  and  almost  every 
individual  in  society.  The  corrupting  poison 
of  their  example,  and  their  habits,  has  infected 
our  slaves,  and  made  them  indolent  and  im- 
moral ;  its  impulse  is  to  be  traced  on  the  lower 
orders  of  our  citizens ;  it  insinuates  itself  into 
onr  domestic  circles,  into  the  early  liahits  of 
our  children,  and  is  felt  in  oil  our  relations  in 
life ;  ond  shall  we  be  told  that  a  proposed  rem- 
edy for  these  evils  is  to  be  lightW  considered? 
yfe  should  hail,  as  the  best  benefaction  to  onr 
country,  the  advent  of  that  scheme  which 
shall  present  the  means  of  esoope  from  the 
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iniBehieft  whidi  wo  now  fe^  and  fhHU  dan- 
gers, tho  magnitude  of  which,  a  coming 
period,  no  man  oan  permit  himself  dtdy  to 

estimate. 

You  are  advised,  bj  intelligent  and  discreet 
men,  whose  Uvea  have  been  devoted  to  the 
consideration  of  this  subject,  that  the  ^lan  now 
proposed  will  prolubl/  remove,  certainly  less- 
en, these  evils.  You  are  advised  that  the 
means  of  accomplishing  the  plan  are  in  the 
power  and  under  the  le^  control  of  Congress. 
If  authority  "be  required  to  Banotion  such  opin- 
kms,  yoa  nave  it  m  the  deliberate  and  formal 
decinons  of  the  Legidatnres  d  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  States  of  this  Union — States  in 
which  slavery  is  allowed,  and  States  in  which 
it  is  not  allowed.  The  States  of  Virginia, 
Uaryland,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  have  each 
made  a  legidative  declaration  of  their  views 
upon  this  subject.  Georgia  has  so  far  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  in  tliat  she  has  directed  the 
caiitivo  Africans,  who,  by  former  laws  of  Con- 
gress, were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  State, 
to  be  delivered  to  this  Colonization  Society,  to 
be  sent  to  Africa.  In  some  of  the  resolutions 
passed  by  tlie  States,  you  have  a  distinct  refer- 
ence to  the  system  of  colonizing  these  people 
under  the  patronage  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment In  giving  authority  upon  this  subject,  it 
would  be  ityustice  to  the  society,  it  would  be 
ii\jastice  to  the  great  cause  in  wluch  tliey  are 
embarked,  and  also  to  the  memory  of  the  illus- 
trious patriarch  himself^  to  withliold  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  name  which  could  never  have  been 
connected  with  a  project  sobversive  of  the 
rights  of  our  Southern  brethren,  or  involving 
an  infraction  of  constitutional  law.  Mr.  C. 
here  read  from  a  letter  of  Kr.  Jefferson,  dated 
in  1611,  the  following  extracts:  '*You  have 
asked  my  opinion  on  the  proposition  of  Ann 
Uiffltn,  to  take  measures  for  procuring,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  an  establishment  to  which  the 
people  of  color  of  these  States  might  from  time 
to  time  bo  colomzed,  under  tiie  auspices  of  dif- 
ferent Goremmenta.  Having  long  ago  made 
up  mjr  mind  on  this  snl^ject,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion m  saying,  that  I  have  ever  thought  tliat 
the  most  desirable  measure  which  could  be 
adopted  for  gradually  drawing  off  this  part  of 
our  population.  Most  advantageous  for  them 
OS  well  as  for  us.  *  •  *  ♦  You  inquired, 
further,  whether  I  would  use  any  endeavors  to 
procure  such  an  establishment  security  against 
violence  from  other  powers.  Certiunly,  I  shall 
be  willing  to  do  any  thing  to  give  it  effect  and 
safety.  But  I  am  but  a  private  individual,  &c. 
"Whereas,  the  National  Government  can  ad- 
dress themselves  at  once  tp  those  of  Europe^  to 
obtain  the  denied  seenrity,  and  will  unqnes- 
tionahly  he  ready  to  exert  its  influence  with 
those  nations  to  effect  an  object  so  benevolent 
in  itself,  and  so  imi>ortant  to  a  great  portion  of 
its  constituents.  Indeed,  nothing  is  more  to  bo 
wished  than  that  tlio  United  States  would 
tlieniselves  undertake  to  moke  Bwh  on  estat)- 
liahment  on  the  coast  of  AMba," 
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Was  the  Senate  prepared  to  unite  with  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  in  denouncing  s 
^stem  thus  recommended  to  their  con^rra- 
tion  ?  To  r^ect,  without  afbrding  thenuelves 
opportunity  to  learn  facts,  aa  ^peal  to  tbo 
Government  for  necessary  aid  to  promote  an 
object  dear  to  the  best  feelings  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  our  citizens — on  olyeiit,  on  the  urueecu- 
tion  of  which  was  suspended  the  hi^  bbpes 
and  anxious  onticipotionB  of  those  who  looLiiI 
with  fearful  apprehensions  to  the  final  rmiIu 
of  that  unnatiuvl  combinatiott  in  our  coumia- 
nity  of  moh  heterogeneous  materials!  Te  tie 
furnished  with  data  on  which  detidled 
mates  hare  been  framed,  by  intelligent  and  dis- 
tinguished  men,  to  demonstrate  the  practicabil- 
ity of  the  scheme.  The  annual  increase  of  free 
blacks  is  believed  to  be  leaa  than  six  thousand; 
the  experience  of  the  society  lias  proved  that 
the  cost  of  transportation  does  nut  now  exoeeil 
twenty  dollars  for  each  person ;  and  when  tbe 
n^iidly  growing  commerce  of  the  colony  shall 
present  the  inducement,  which  a  very  Uw 
years  of  continued  patronage  will  ensure,  the 
cost  will  be  materially  lessened.  By  this  tri- 
fling expenditure,  it  is  in  our  power  to  arr&i, 
effectually,  the  growth  and  increase  of  U.iJ 
alarminff  eviL  future  years  will  find  u«  vith 
enlarged  views  uid  incrused  means,  and  faion 
experience  of  the  salutary  influence  o£  Ibe 
tern  will  make  us  ardent  in  its  prosecution,  I 
with  all  tlie  facilities  and  improvements  vhirh 
it  will  disclose.  And  here  he  begged  leave  to 
remark  that,  when  a  great  and  alarming  «ril 
was  felt  and  acknowledged,  dangerous  to  the 
tranquillity  and  moral  order  of  society,  scd 
when  a  remedy  was  proposed  by  men,  emintut 
for  every  virtue  wliich  could  auom  the  patriot 
and  philanthropist,  it  did  wpcar  to  him  tliat  a 
denunciation  of  the  remedy  proposed  should 
be  accomiianiod  with  the  tender  of  some  other 
and  better  mode  of  reliet  Was  this  the  eta  i 
What  plan  was  proposed  in  lieu  of  that  aow 
offered  r  Kone.  The  whole  body  politic  vis 
diseased ;  parts  of  it  paralyicd ;  tlic  causes  of 
this  malady  still  exist,  and  alanning  apprelteo- 
sions  of  a  fatal  terminadon  are  expressed  bv 
intelligent  men,  who  have  deeply  and  anziooisT 
studied  the  case,  unless  a  particnlor  course  d 
practice  is  pursued — and  wo  are  told  not  to  lis- 
ten to  their  opinions.  Does  not  the  question 
immediately  occur,  What  tlien  is  to  be  done  1 
Tliis  question  has  been  asked  and  repeated  with 
all  the  solicitude  of  a  saffering  jintieot,  in  the 
agony  of  distress,  hut  no  consolatory  answer 
has  ever  reached  our  impatient  ears. 

Hr.  C.  said  he  had  before  him  sundiy  docu- 
ments to  sustain  the  several  facts  lie  had  as- 
serted, and  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  tlic 
States  he  hod  refinred  to*  which  he  had  de- 
clined reading^  because  he  was  unwilling  ti> 
waste  mure  of  the  vnluablo  time  of  tlte  Senate; 
and  he  should  conclude  by  remarking,  that,  a^ 
suming  all  the  purposes  of  the  society  to  be 
chimerical,  and  all  the  hoi>es  of  its  fiiends  to 
be  delusive  and  viaonary,  as  they  had  beca  j 
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ebsrged  to  be ;  aasnmiiig  that  GtHigreas  cannot, 
or  iriU  not,  extend  the  aid  they  ask ;  yet  he 
elaimed  fix  them  the  osoal  oonrteqr  of  a  hear- 
ing bj-  a  eommittoe,  on  whose  report  the  SeH- 
ite  ahoold  aniunnuw  ita  final  dedrion. 

Mr.  H^TVB  xoee,  in  reply  to  Hr.  Ohambbbs, 
ind  aaid,  he  nnut  repeat  the  exprenkm  <^  his 
deep  re^«t  that  this  petidon  ^onld  be  forced 
on  the  (XAudwation  of  the  Senate  at  this  time. 
I  had  indolged  the  hope,  sir,  when  it  was  with- 
dnirn,  two  days  ago,  that  we  shoold  hear  no 
more  of  it,  at  least  during  the  present  session. 
I  sUad  prepared,  howerer,  to  resist  the  appli- 
cation at  aU  times,  and  under  all  cironmstan- 
ces ;  and,  eq>ecially,  when  it  comes  before  this 
bodj  in  snoh  a  qnestionable  shape,  and  nnder 
eircninstanees  oucolated,  if  not  intended,  to 
forestall  pnUicoimu<Hi,  by  prednding  a  ftill  and 
fur  inqniiy  into  the  merits  of*  the  q>ptioation. 
The  geatMuan  ffam  Ifaryland  had  oomplained 
of  ue  eonrae  taken  in  relation  to  this  petition. 
Hs  had  asked  if  it  was  nsnal  to  meet  a  petition, 
vmag  from  any  re^Mctable  quarter,  by  rcfaa- 
ing  even  to  refer  it  to  a  committee.  Without  in- 
teo^ngany  disrespect  towards  that  gentleman, 
I  most  be  permitted  to  say,  that  we  have  Jnst 
eaoae  of  oom|^int  at  the  oonrse  which  the  Col- 
onization Society  have  thought  proper  to  pur- 
toe  in  this  matter — a  course,  liable,  as  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  to  the  strongest  reprobation.  For 
two  years  past,  as  I  am  informed,  have  this  so- 
cict;r,  at  their  annual  meeting  in  this  city, 
Adopted  a  resolntion,  directing  an  ^plication 
to  Congress;  but,  white  we  were  anxiously 
lookiog  for  the  attack,  not  unprepu«d  to  meet 
it,  DO  petition  was  presented.  At  the  last 
neeUng,  however,  bdd  in  this  city,  on  the  20tfa 
of  the  past  month,  the  following  resolntion, 
proposed  by  a  gentleman  high  in  office,  (Ur. 
Cut.)  who  made  a  speech  ia  its  &Tor,  which 
las  been  |rablbhed  and  exteniivdy  dmolated, 
vas  onanmiondy  adopted,  viz: 

"  RttUved,  That  the  Board  of  Vauaeers  bo  em- 
powered and  directed,  at  auch  lime  or  times  as  may 
to  them  expedient,  to  make  re  sped  fo!  applica- 
lioa  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
Icgtslatoras  vi  the  ABiemit  States,  for  such  peca- 
nury  aid,  in  fbithenuDee  oT  the  oljects  of  the  sodety, 
M  they  my  reqieetively  be  i4eued  to  grant." 

The  mmnent  this  resolntion  was  adopted,  I 
Wime  sodsfled  tiiat  the  subject  would,  at 
IngU),  come  befne  Congress,  not  for  a  final 
deciuon,  but  in  such  a  form  as  to  obtidn,  if  pos- 
sible, a  victory  without  a  battle.  The  direc- 
tion contained  in  that  resolution,  to  select  a 
&ToraUe  time  to  present  the  snbject  to  the 
emsidcraUon  of  Congress,  and  the  State  Legis- 
latures, it  was  obvious,  mi(yht  bo  so  used  as  to 
produce  a  most  decisive  effect  on  public  opin- 
ion, without  affording  an  opportunity  for  op- 
position. By  watching  an  opportonity,  sncb  a 
petition  might  be  introduced  at  a  moment  when 
it  could  not  be  thoroughly  examined — it  might 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  (which,  ao- 
cording  to  Parliamentary  rule,  must  be  com- 
VOMdofitofiie&di^)  and,  at  the  last  dagr  of  the 


session,  a  report  mi^ht  be  obtained,  to  be  print- 
ed and  circtuated  without  tiie  opportunity  being 
afforded  of  examining  it,  and  counteracting  ita 
ddeterions  efi'ect&  here,  or  elsewhere.  A 
lodgment  might  thus  be  made  in  tiie  public 
mii^,  by  the  Mends  of  this  measure,  firom 
which  it  would  be  extrondy  difficult  hereafter 
to  dispossess  them.  Now,  sir,  whatever  may 
be  the  design  of  gentlemen,  their  course  on  tb& 
occasion  leads  directly  and  inevitably  to  these 
resnlts.  The  petition  has  been  brongbt  forward 
at  the  dose  oi  a  veiy  busy  session,  when  our 
tables  are  already  groaning  under  the  weight 
of  several  hundred  bills,  and  when  (as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  himself  acknowledges) 
it  is  not  intended  to  act  on  the  snbject,  farther 
than  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  and  to 
obtain  a  report,  (favorable,  of  coarse,)  to  be 
dissemlnatea  at  the  public  expense,  throughout 
the  country.  The  gentleman  thinks  this  is  a 
venr  fair  uul  usual  course,  and  says  it  la  that 
which  we  pursued  last  year  in  rdation  to  the 
Bankmpt  Bill.  In  this  he  is  mistaken.  The 
Bankmpt  Bill  was  reported  on,  and  debated 
last  year,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  then  have 
been  finally  acted  on ;  nor  was  it  abandoned 
until  that  hope  had  vanished.  The  usaal  and 
proper  conrso  on  this  snbiect,  is,  to  send  to  a 
select  committee  of  its  friends,  any  measure 
where  there  is  a  general  opinion  favorable  to 
the  object,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  present 
it  in  \U  best  form ;  but  never  has  such  a  refer- 
ence been  allowed,  where  novel  or  dongerona 
measures  are  proposed,  or  where  there  are 
great  and  irreconcilable  difilerenees  ai  <^inion 
on  the  sulfjcct  Sii;  there  is  a  pwtion  ot  this 
House — trust,  and  omfidently  believe,  a  de- 
cided m^orily — who  are  altogether  opposed  to 
the  objects  of  this  petition.  Some  of  us  believe 
that  theBO  objects  are  extremely  dangerous  to 
the  peace  and  safety  of  this  TTnion ;  and  it  la 
preposterous  to  suppose  that  we  should  con- 
sent to  a  course  being  taken  with  rcxpcct  to  it-, 
the  only,  the  almost  avowed  object  of  which 
is,  to  forestall  public  opinion,  and  to  infiiso  a 
poison  into  the  public  mind,  under  the  color  of 
our  authority,  to  which  it  may  not  be  in  our 
power  to  apply  an  antidote,  and  which  may 
produce  hereafter  the  most  fatal  consequences. 
Entertaining  this  opinion  we  are  bound  to  pro- 
test agiunst  the  course  pursued  by  the  Coloni- 
sation Soeiely,  on  the  present  oecasion.  We 
are  bound  to  resist  the  reference  of  this  subject 
to  a  committee  of  its  fticnds,  or  to  any  com- 
mittee, when  it  ia  acknowledged  that  it  is  not 
even  expected  that  Wo  should  now  act  upon  it 
definitively. 

The  gentlemnn  from  Karyland  denies  that  it 
is  the  presentobjcct  of  the  Colonization  Society 
to  induce  Congress  to  establish  a  colony  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  or  to  appropriate  money  for 
that  object.  Sir,  I  speak  from  the  language 
and  plain  import  of  the  petition  itself,  which  is 
perfectly  clear  and  explicit  on  that  subject  The 
tenor  of  that  petition  is,  that  the  society  find 
that  they  cannot  oonunand  the  pecimiary 
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means  from  private  reBoanes  to  wwom{^uh 
the  olgeetfl  of  the  society;  that  Qiej  cannot 
govern  vith  sufficient  wbdom  and  ene^,  a 
culony  so  far  off,  and  composed  of  snch  disoor- 
dont  materials;  and,  therefore,  they  pray  for 
the  interposition  of  the  authority  of  this  Got- 
emment,  and  the  application  of  tiie  national 
resoarces  to  this  objects  I  will  qnote  a  part  of 
tlie  memorial  itsel^^  to  pnt  Uus  matter  beyond 
doubt : 

"  But  the  period  hu  at  length  arrived  vhen  the 
society  wouM  do  longer  be  justified  ia  relying  on 
Us  own  limited  resources  for  accom[dlBhing  vhal  yet 
remains  of  its  patriotic  tmdertaldng. 

"  The  Cok)Dy  that  has  been  settted,  hdsII  as  it  Is, 
Is  yet  too  large  to  be  governed  by  a  distant  and  nn- 
incorporatcd  society.  If  tlie  acknowledged  Imper- 
fections of  human  nature,  and  the  uniform  history 
of  mankind,  did  not  evince  the  dangers  necessarily 
connected  with  the  sudden  traneition  of  any  people 
from  ft  state  of  moral  and  political  degrad&Uon  to 
one  of  unqualified  freedom,  the  ezpetilence  of  the 
British  Cdony  at  Sierra  Leone  would  snffldently 
demonstrate  how  utteriy  fallacious  must  be  all  reh- 
ance  on  political  restrictions,  deriving  their  only 
sanction  from  tbe  voluntary  snbmissioQof  apopulm- 
tioQ  such  as  that  of  which  the  Cobny  at  Liberia  will 
be  composed.  And  if,  vith  these  evidences  before 
It,  tbe  society  should  leave  its  infiuit  settlement  to 
the  inadequate  protection  to  be  derived  from  its 
own  resources,  it  would  bo  justly  chargeable  with 
all  the  evils  that  must  necessarily  result  from  the 
defective  powers  of  control  with  which  it  is  in- 
vested. 

"  In  reference,  too,  to  the  great  objects  to  be  ac- 
complished, it  is  now  time  to  look  to  other  means 
than  such  as  can  be  supplied  by  individual  charity. 
The  extent  to  which  reliance  may  be  pUced  on  this  '■ 
resource,  has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  ascertained ; 
and  i^  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  undertok* 
ing,  aided  as  it  haa  been  by  aU  tbe  charms  of  nov- 
elty, means  have  been  furnished  for  removing  only 
a  few  hundred  out  of  tho  many  thousands  that  are 
annually  added  to  the  free  colored  population  of 
the  county,  it  Is  obvious  that  a  fiirther  dependence 
on  this  resource  would  be  little  leas  than  an  aban- 
donment of  the  enterprise.  The  evil  to  be  removed 
is  continually  Increasing,  while  the  means  for  its  re- 
moval are  proportionably  diminished;  and,  with 
every  exertion  oo  tho  part  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, unless  access  can  be  had  to  other  resources, 
each  succeeding  year  must  find  ft  mora  remote  from 
the  object  of  its  pursuit  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces, the  society  has  felt  itself  justified  In  a^g  the 
immediate  and  effectual  interposidon  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  country.  The  object  it  proposes  to 
accomplish,  is  the  removal  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
with  their  own  consent,  of  such  people  of  color, 
within  the  United  States,  as  are  alreody  free,  and  of 
such  others  as  tbe  humanity  of  individuals,  end  tho 
laws  of  tho  different  Sutcs,  may  hereafter  liberate. 
Such  an  object,  connected  as  It  Is  with  tbe  justice, 
tbe  humanity,  and  the  wellare  of  our  country,  and 
calculated  to  elevate  the  character  and  to  improve 
the  condition  of  a  very  degraded  portion  of  tbe  hu- 
man race,  cannot  ful  to  bo  considered  as  one  of  deep 
and  general  interest;  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Xa- 
tional  Legislature  may  be  safely  relied  on  for  sug- 
gesting and  applying  the  necessary  means  for  Its 
accomplishment." 
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Now,  mr,  every  argument  which  I  fonneriy 
niged  against  tlie  adoption  of  the  colonial  ers- 
tern,  and  against  the  right  and  ezpedicDcj  of 
appropriating  the  public  mon^  for  transport- 
ing persons  of  (Milor  to  Africa,  ars  dlrectlj  ip- 
pbcable  to  this  petition.  I  said  then,  that  I 
did  not  propose,  at  this  time,  to  discuss  at  latft 
either  of  these  great  questions,  ily  otyect  'it, 
to  get  rid  of  the  sabject ;  to  dispose  of  it  it 
least  for  the  present  session,  merely  BtsttD^the 
strong  grounds  of  objection  vrhich  had  presented 
themselves  to  my  mind.  Z  shall  not  depart 
from  that  course  now,  except  eg  far  as  mir  In 
necessary  to  answer  the  argoments  m 
the  other  side.  The  gentleman  from  Uaiyland 
insists  that  the  olnects  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety are  purdy  Denertdent;  that,  among  its 
members,  are  the  names  of  many  distingni^ 
men,  and  that  thej  have  no  design  whatenr 
to  interfere  with  the  institations  or  the  property 
of  the  Southern  States.  As  to  the  persoDs,  Eir. 
who  compose  the  society,  there  are  many  for 
whom  I  entertun  tbe  most  onfiBigiwd  RflKft 
I  believe  they  consist  of  several  classes,  ihm 
is  a  large  and  respectable  class  of  paper  mon- 
bers — ^men  of  high  standing  and  repatadtm. 
whose  names  are  used  to  grace  the  list's— but 
who  never  attend  the  meetings  of  the  soctdT. 
or  take  any  part  in  their  proceedings — manycf 
them  now  as  much  opposed  to  the  tctattj  and 
its  objects,  OS  the  genUcman  (a  member  of  tliis 
body)  who  told  ns  last  year,  in  a  qteech  aguut 
the  society,  how  his  name  came  to  be  euoHcd 
among  its  members.  Another  daas  consi^  (tf 
very  benevolent  gendemen,  whose  philaatbiorT 
has  induced  them  to  engage  in  a  scheme,  nioai 
they  h<^  may,  in  some  d^ree,  (thoc^  tber 
do  not  clearly  perceive  how,)  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  African  race  in  this  countrr. 

There  is  still  another  class,  sir,  I  fear,  of 
men,  (and  what  proportion  they  may  bear  to 
the  whole,  and  what  influence  they  msy  txa- 
cise  over  the  proceedings  of  the  socie^r,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say,)  who  are  influenced  by  t 
love  of  popularity  and  distinction,  and  who 
seek  all  such  occasions  of  bringing  themselns 
before  the  pnblio  as  the  cealons  advocates  <^ 
any  scheme  which  talccs  the  popular  ear  fiff  > 
day,  or  addresses  itself  to  the  qrmpatbies  of 
the  people.  Such  men  nerw  beritaln  to  throw 
themselves  on  the  popular  tide,  in  the  eip«ti- 
tion  of  being  carried  safe  to  the  haven  of  tbtir 
hopes.  To  thorn  it  signifies  little  how  dai^r- 
ous  the  scheme  may  ^  if  ^ey  can  attath  u  >t 
the  names  of  liberty  or  philanthropy. 

Mr.  Jefferson's  name  has  been  quoted,  as  u 
he  hod  sanctioned  tliis  society.  I  was  pad  to 
be  informed  that  the  letter  alluded  to  was 
written  sixteen  years  ago,  and  could,  therefore. 
have  bod  no  bearing  on  this  society ;  which  had 
then  no  existence,  and  which,  I  believe,  be 
never  conntenonceu,  even  so  fiir  as  to  becMoe  % 
paper  member. 

The  gentleman  fbcna  Varyland  haa  Thidicatn 
the  object  of  the  sotdety.  I  do  not  congder 
this  a  fit  ocoadon  to  go  at  laige  ii^  tfast*^ 
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jccL  The  time  may  come  when  it  will  he  my 
dntj  to  do  80^  and  I  shall  not  shrink  from  the 
ta^  I  trust,  however,  I  shall  be  ezoased  in 
tuvagtfyw  worda  in  reply  to  that  gentieman, 
ereo  at  this  time.  He  insists  that  it  la  not  the 
visit  or  intention  of  the  aodetj  to  interfere 
vitk  at  ia  any  way  distorb,  the  policy  of  the 
EoothKn  States.  So  say  the  society.  But, 
ar,&cts  male  atroi^rtlun  professions.  And 
That  ire  the  facta  t  Are  not  the  membera  and 
i^ta  of  this  society  everywhere  (even  while 
^laimin^  all  sach  intenticais)  making  procla- 
mitions  that  the  end  of  their  scheme  is  nniver- 
Gil  emancipation  t  Have  we  not  heard  their  or- 
ators, at  their  meetings  here,  openly  held  under 
the  <f  es  of  Congress,  asking  whether,  when  all 
the  free  people  of  color  are  transported,  we  are 
to  stop  tnere ;  and  answering  their  question  by 
tbft  srowal  that  the  great  work  will  be  bnt 
tbui  begont  Sir,  let  any  man  examine  the 
whole  wnapa  and  tendency  of  the  repcvta  and 
^eeches  made  to  Aissodety,  nay,  of  this  very 
manifesto,  pabtished  by  their  authority,  and  he 
nmit  be  doll  of  i^^rehension,  if  he  does  not 
perteire  that  the  spirit  which  lurks  beneath 
tail  fair  professions,  is  hostile  to  the  peace  and 
t>est  interests  of  the  fiouthem  States ;  and  not 
tU  less  K>  because  it  comes  clothed  in  the  garb 
<;f  friendship,  and  with  professions  of  peace  and 
|wd  viU.  Besides,  sir,  does  not  every  Bouth- 
tm  maa  know  that,  wherever  the  Gcdomzation 
Scidety  has  invaded  our  country,  a  spirit  of 
^oKility  to  our  institutions  has  instantiy  sprung 
Bpi  "ma  may  be  what  the  gentloiw  whose 


Bat,  or,  if  gentlemen  will  do  sots,  and  hold 
Ungoage,  and  encourage  a  sjpirit  wMch  must, 
cf  neoearity,  sow  the  seeds  of  aedition,  and  pro- 
dace  disctud,  it  must  be  a  struned  construction 
vhich  shall  justify  their  conduct,  because  these 
muexpunees  are  "  collateral "  aud  "  not  di- 
iKt^  Look  at  the  object  expressly  avowed  in 
liiii petition:  fortheoccomplj^ment  of  which, 
Congress  is  now  called  upon  to  fumiah  aid. 
"Tbeotyect,"  say  the  petitioners,  "is,  the  re- 
moval to  the  coast  of  Africa,  witli  their  own 
po-^nt,  of  such  people  of  odor  within  the 
Caited  States,  as  are  already  free,  and  such 
as  the  humanity  of  individuals  end  the 
Lv;  of  the  different  States  may  hereafter  libcr- 
aU\''  Passing  over  the  first  part  of  this 
Klieme,  what  would  be  the  direct  tendency 
effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  policy  recom- 
i^ntled  by  the  first  cbuso  of  this  sentence,  by 
Ftdend  Government  ?  The  national  funds 
•m  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
purtiag  nch  slaves  as  their  owners  may  con- 
f^t  to  emancipate  for  tliat  puriMjse.  If  this  bo 
tiiken  op  as  a  national  object ;  if  wo  have  the 
[>-jwer  and  the  inclination,  and  should  resolve 
!•»  appropriate  the  pablic  money  to  this  object, 
■■'  ouuK  we  would  be  at  lib^ty  to  offer  any 
l<:^npUtionve  ^eaae  to  indnoe  theownera  of 


slaves  to  consent.  It  is  tiseless  to  disguise  tlie 
truth — if  this  policy  should  ever  be  adopted  by 
this  Government,  they  will  go  directiy  into  the 
market  as  the  purchasers  of  our  slaves,  for  the 
purpose  of  emancipation  and  transportation. 
This  is  the  point  to  which  this  ^li<gr  directly 
and  Inevitanly  leads.  Now,  I  will  ask  ganUe- 
men  to  contemplate  dispassionately  the  effect 
that  is  to  be  produced  on  uie  Southern  States,  by 
this  Government  being  notorionsly  in  the  mar- 
ket, with  its  Treasury  of  $20,000,000  or  tSO,000,- 
000,  as  the  purchasers  of  onr  slaves,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  emancipation.  Can  you  touch  this  mass 
of  a  now  contented,  hi^py,  and  useful  class  of 
beings,  without  disquieting  their  minds,  creating 
dissatisfaction,  desti'oying  their  usefulness,  ana 
bringing  ruin  on  the  whole  community  t  Much 
has  been  already  done  to  destroy  the  confidence 
and  impair  the  mutual  affection  which  has 
hitherto  bo  b^)pily  snbslsted  between  the  mas- 
ter aud  his  slave ;  but  adopt  this  poUcy  and  it 
will  be  destroyed  forever.  Bendea,  sir,  once 
bring  this  Government  into  the  market  as  pur- 
chasers, and  they  will  fix  their  own  terms. 
Once  admit  the  principle,  and,  in  its  applica- 
tion, it  must  inevitably  lead  to  divestiog  us  of 
our  property,  on  such  terms  as  Congress  may 
choose  to  prescribe ;  the  insidious  movements 
of  Colonization  and  Abolition  Societies,  the 
distribntion  of  political  tracts,  and  a  few  incen- 
diary resolutions,  introduced  into  Congress  and 
the  State  Lemslatures,  (events  which  have,  in 
part,  occurred  even  in  our  own  time,)  will  re- 
dnoe  the  value  of  our  property  to  any  standard 
this  Government  diooses  to  prescribe.  Bo  it 
has  been  in  the  West  Indies,  and  so  it  will  be 
here.  I  am  informed  by  a  gentleman  who  has 
lived  many  years  in  the  West  Indies,  that,  by 
the  perpetual  agitation  of  this  question  in  Great 
Britain,  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  lands  in  that 
country  have  been  reduced  to  less  than  half 
their  value ;  and  slaves  to  ten  pounds  per  head; 
and  should  the  British  Government  choose  to 
purchase  them,  it  will  be  the  easiest  thing  in 
nature  so  to  shake  the  public  confidence  in  tliat 
species  of  property,  as  to  reduce  their  value  to 
nothing. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  can  any  man  he 
so  blind  as  not  to  see  aud  feel  the  dangerous 
tendency  <^  the  measures  recommended  to  ns 
by  this  society  I  Sir,  the  ti'uth  cannot  be  dis- 
guised—it  must  be  told.  The  only  safety  of 
the  Southern  States  is  to  be  found  in  the  want 
of  power  on  Uie  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  touch  the  subject  at  all.  Thank  God, 
the  constitution  gives  them  no  power  to  engage 
in  the  work  of  colonization,  or  to  interfere 
with  our  institutions,  either  for  good  or  for 
evil.  This  is  the  very  *'  Ark  of  the  Covenant," 
in  which  alone  we  will  find  safety. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  whole  scheme  of 
the  society  ia  altogether  visionary  and  imprac- 
ticable. TVitiiout  going  fully  into  the  argu- 
ment, I  will  offer  one  illustration  of  it.  In  the 
speech  made  in  the  society,  in  support  of  tiiis 
application  to  Ccoigrosg^  the  views  of  the  soci- 
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ety  are  explained,  and,  I  presume,  it  will  not 
be  considered  unfair  to  try  the  Bocietj'  hy  the 
test  of  the  deliberate  opinion  expressed  by  one 
of  their  hidi  officer*,  in  a  speech  made  in  sop- 
port  of  this  very  application  to  Congress,  print- 
ed at  the  request  of  the  sodety,  and  extensive- 
ly circulated.  In  the  sixth  page  of  this  speedi, 
it  is  explicitly  stated,  "  that  the  tmo  nature  of 
the  evil,"  (for  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  so- 
ciety to  provide  a  "remedy,")  is  "not  that 
there  are  some,  bnt  that  there  are  so  many 
among  us  of  a  different  caste."  "  That  the  Af> 
ricon  port  of  our  population  bears  so  loi^  a 
proportion  to  the  residue  of  European  ori^n, 
as  to  create  the  most  lively  apprehension,  es- 
pecially in  some  c|Uartcrs  of  the  Union,"  and  that 
the  object  is,  "  m  a  material  decree  to  dimin- 
ish, or  render  stationary,  this  dangerous  ele- 
ment ia  tiio  general  mass." 

The  means  are  next  pointed  ont  by  which 
this  great  object  is  to  be  obtained.  It  is  to 
transport  6,000  free  persons  of  coIot,  annually 
to  AiHcfl,  which,  at  twenty  ddlars  each,  win 
cost  fme  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  "  This  (we  are  assured)  is  the 
whole  scheme  of  the  society."  Kow,  sir,  can 
any  scheme  be  more  preposterous,  any  evil 
more  imaginary,  or  ony  remedy  more  inade- 
quate to  remove  it,  if  it  had  an  existence  any- 
where but  in  the  disordered  fancies  of  those 
who  conjure  it  up  to  alarm  the  timid,  or  influ- 
ence the  weak  and  credulous?  Wo  ore  ttdd 
of  "  tlie  danger  "  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
from  the  large  number  of  the  African  race 
among  us,  ondof  "  the  lively  apprehension"  felt 
on  this  subject  Danger,  sir!  from  less  than 
two  millions  of  ignorant  and  unarmed  people, 
scattered  over  an  immense  region,  and  without 
the  means  of  concert  or  co-operation,  in  a  pop- 
ulation of  twelve  millions  of  brave,  intelligent, 
and  united  freemen  I  As  to  the  "  lively  appre- 
hensions "  from  which  our  kind  and  considerate 
friends  have  volunteered  to  relieve  us — ^let  me 
tell  tbcm,  that  we  have  no  fears,  except  from 
their  uncalled-for  interference  in  our  concerns. 
Sir,  a  mistake  has  gone  abroad  on  this  subject, 
which  most  be  corrected.  I  know  that  lan- 
guage, similar  to  that  which  I  have  Just  quoted, 
has  been  so  often  used  in  certain  quarters,  that 
an  opinion  prevails  in  some  portions  of  this 
Union,  that  the  Southern  States  are  dependent 
upon  them;  that  they  cannot  maintam  their 
existence,  without  the  protection  of  their  North- 
ern hretliren ;  and  hence  it  is,  sir,  that  very  lit- 
tle scruple  is  felt  in  imposing  barthens  (by  tar- 
ifi^  and  other  impositions)  on  those  who  are 
supposed  to  be  "  in  mercy."  Sir,  let  me  assure 
our  Northern  brethren  that  this  is  altogether  a 
delusion.  We  feel  ourselves  perfectly  adequate 
to  our  own  protection,  and  we  feel  no  appre- 
hensions whatever,  except  from  their  unau- 
thorized and  dangerous  intermeddling  with  oar 
institutions.  It  ia  true,  sir,  that  moch  has 
been  already  done  to  create  difScnltics,  and 
oar  only  apprehension  arises  from  a  belinthat 
a  recklesa  perseverance  in  the  oourse  which 
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has  been  for  some  time  pursued,  (ostenaUy 
for  our  benefit,  but  in  truth  to  our  iiyory,) 
may  lead  to  scenes  over  which  humani^  nuist 
weep. 

But,  if  the  daagor  was  In  reality  sneh  is  the 
Colonization  Society  suppose,  what  are  ire  to 
say  to  the  remedy  proposed  for  so  great  and 
pressing  an  evil  ?  Sir,  it  is  absolutdy  brycoid 
belief  that  any  one  should  gravdy  propose  to 
accomplish  so  great  an  end  by  such  feeole  meaii& 
The  suetry  of  ten  millions  of  people  is  endan- 
gered by  the  great  relative  proportarai  vhidt 
two  millions  of  people  bear  to  twelve  millions, 
and  to  remove  tnis,  it  is  proposed  to  tnuL^>ort 
six  thousand  per  annum  to  the  coast  A^rio^ 
at  an  expense  of  twenty  dollars  each.  Kor, 
what  influence  can  the  removal  of  rix  thoosaod 
persons  annually,  poeubly  have  on  the  sa^ 
of  sneh  a  nation  aa  this!  Sity  the  nnnbtf 
woold  not  even  be  missed.  According  to  the 
laws  which  govern  popnlati<ni,  their  pliece 
would  be  supplied  immediately^  and  the  coob- 
try  would  proceed  on  its  steady  march,  without 
the  smallest  interruption  from  this  insignificant 
dimhintion  of  their  numbers.  And  vet,  litis, 
we  ore  assured,  is  "  the  whole  object  of  the  so- 
ciety." The  other  part  of  the  calcolatioa  is 
equally  fallacious.  Twenty  dollon  to  tnc^wn 
a  person  to  Africa  and  establish  him  there  T 
Why,  sir,  it  would  cost  more  to  carry  him  to 
the  place  of  embarkation.  To  transpiMt  bim, 
including  all  expenses,  would  cost  doable  tbet 
amount ;  and  then,  if  you  do  not  mean  to  lean 
him  to  perish,  yon  must  build  hoosca,  and  fur- 
nish food,  clothing,  medicines,  and  Sclent  pro- 
tection, for  at  least  a  year.  If  you  put  the  ex- 
pense of  oil  this  at  $100, 1  am  sore  you  woald 
fall  far  below  tho  mark.  Gentlemen,  on  whose 
judgment  and  accuracy  I  rely,  have  estimated  i; 
at$200.  Butwehavesomelightsonthissuhjcct, 
which  may  asust  us  in  counting  the  cost  of  tnis- 
porting  persons  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  at  tho  ex- 
pense of  the  public  I  have  tfao  ofScial  docu- 
ments before  me,  showing  tlmt  there  has  al- 
ready been  actually  expended  by  the  Ucited 
States,  nnder  the  act  for  transporting  captorcd 
Africans  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  (C9,T<i7  67: 
there  having  been  actually  tronspOTted  od!t 
about  thirty,  equal  to  about  $2,000  aiuece.  It 
is  true  that  there  have  been  simportcd  in  the 
United  States,  (poidiDg  certain  legal  invesdgv 
tions,)  about  180  more.  But  licre  is  an  esti- 
mate just  submitted  by  the  Government  of  the 
sums  now  wanted  to  transport  and  maintun 
these.  The  transportation,  from  the  port  of 
embarkation,  ia  put  down  at  $40  eadi— -eqosl 
to  $7,800. 

ProvisioiB  and  clothfaig  including  the  SO  al- 
ready at  the  acency)  $5,ooo 
Vedicine  and  Hosiatal  Btoresi  l.^^^) 
Lomber,  kc.  S,' 
Ralaries,  Principal  and  AnisUnt,  S,SOO 
FfMT  various  exnensea  of  the  Agency  that  can- 
not be  caunaled  with  any  aeoatacy,     1 1,SM 
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"Ecpaiy  in  round  numbers,  to  abonfe  $160  for 
each  4Uricui  transported. 

Bat,  if  yon  add  the  whole  azpenies  to  which 
tlk<  GoTemmeat  will  have  been  subjected  in 
tlie  transportation  of  tbeee  300  Africans,  the 
acf<m\i,  as  appears  from  the  doonmmt  befin« 
me,  will  stand  thus : 

Eipeoifitares  to  31st  December,  1625— Iteported 
Soth  Jmury,  $40,-100  SI 

Expenses  by  aecoant,  to 

2d  Jsnnary,  1827,      •19,S4'7  59 
AdraiMM  toAgoiti^       10,864  9,1 


t70,114  67 
Adftioul  snm  now  daiBaiided  aa 
sbore  specified.  29,290  00 


E<|iuil  to  abont  one  hundred  fhousand  dollars 
for  the  traasportation  of  BOO  AMcans,  or  about 
1500  each. 

Bat,  if  it  is  reallj  and  truly  Ae  single  otject 
of  the  sodet/  to  raliere  the  country  from  the 
im^  resalting  from  the  large  proportion 
vhidi  the  African  population  in  this  oonntry 
bean  to  the  rest,  surelj  nothing  short  of  the 
transportation  of  the  whole  annnal  increase 
Till  effect  that  object.  Even  this  would  leave 
*Jiat  popalation  undiminished.  Kow,  what  is 
tbe  tonnsl  increase  f  At  4  per  cent.  It  wonld 
be  80,000 ;  at  a  per  cent  it  wonld  be  40,000— 
Uit  tskiog  the  average  increase  for  thirty 
Tears,  from  1790  to  1830,  it  exceeds  8  per  cent 
In  rooad  &nnil)erB,  therefore,  it  may  be  estimat- 
«!  at  60,000.  Kothing  short  of  the  transporta- 
tion of  Uiis  number,  annually,  could  accomplish 
the  objects  <^  the  society,  and  this  wonld  cost 
«  millions  of  dollars,  at  the  lowest  oalcnla- 
^  sod  probably  double  that  amount  Can 
fbe  society  do  thist  Can  the  Govenunent  do 
iit  No  rational  man  will,  for  a  moment,  say  so. 
So  perfectly  chimerical  then,  Mr.  President, 
ve  the  plans  and  calculations  of  this  society. 
Tbe  whole  object  of  the  society  is  to  remove 
ui  Imagiiury  danger,  and  by  moans  as  inade- 
^lute,  sa  if  they  should  attempt  to  move  the 
Torld,  even  without  the  lever  of  Archimedes. 
^T,  this  whole  subject  is  grossly  misunderstood, 
uxi  ejr^oody  misrepresented.  The  progress 
■^tiioeuidof  events  IS  providing  an  effectual 
KDudy  for  the  evil,  concerning  which,  some 
Mthown  are  sosenritive.  In  tAis  very  speech 
uets  sra  stated,  that  on^t  to  qntet  ftinver  the 
nnda  of  the  most  philauthxoMo,  on  this  snb- 
J^tMiets  drawn  flrom  omdu  doonmoits, 
vlueh  show  oondnsiTeljr  that  the  relative  in- 
tat  many  years  past,  has  been  decid- 
<»ir  ia  &vor  of  the  free  white  nopniation,  and 
^  the  relative  proportion  of  tne  oolOTcd  pop- 
Qiation,  whether  firee  or  slave,  is  certwnly  di- 
miDidiiiig,  almost  in  an  arithmetical  proper* 
tion. 

Without  going  over  the  table  befiwe  me,  I 
■ball  BKrely  give  a  few  nsultfc 


The  rate  of  iooease  of  sIoms,  for  ten  years,  from 
1810  to  1820,  wu  2.911  percent. 

Dittoofpsisoasefct^  S.fiSS  per  cent 

Whila  tbe  mesn  rmtio  of  tnorssie  for  tiUrty  y$art, 
from  If  90  to  1880,  was— 
Of  slaves,  8  per  cent 

Persons  o£  color,  upwards  of         41  per  cent. 

Showing,  clearly,  that  the  increase  has  been 
oonsidenbjy  less,  dnring  the  last  ten  rears, 
than  for  the  twenty  years  preoeding,  ana  also 
that  the  presMit  ratio  of  increase  Is  much  below 
that  of  the  free  white  population. 

Urns,  sir,  it  tqipears,  tnat  the  Almighfy,  in 
the  wise  order  of  his  providence,  has  marked 
out  the  course  of  events,  which  will  not  only 
remove  all  danger,  but  gradually,  and  effectu- 
ally, and  "  in  ms  own  good  time,"  accomplish 
our  deliveranoe  from  what  gentlemen  are 
pleased  to  oonnder  as  "the  onrse  of  the  land." 
The  Enropean  population  is  now  increasing  at 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  that  of  the  African  race 
at  from  two  to  three  per  cent.,  (and  their  rate  of 
increase  oonstuitly  dinUnlshing.)  The  former 
will  be  doubled  in  abont  twenty-five  years,  the 
latter  will  not  wobabb^  be  doubled  in  less  than 
fifty  years,  while  thts  process  is  going  on,  the 
oolored  dasaes  are  gradually  difmsing  themr 
l^ves  thronghont  the  country,  and  are  making 
steady  advances  in  intelligence  and  refinement; 
and  if  half  the  zeal  were  displayed  in  bettering 
their  condition,  that  is  now  wasted  in  the  vain 
and  fruitless  cmbrt  of  sending  them  ahroa^ 
their  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  would 
be  steady  and  rapid.  The  history  of  this  coun- 
try has  proved,  that,  when  the  relative  propor- 
tion of  the  colored  population  to  the  white  is 
greatly  diminished,  slaves  cease  to  be  valuable, 
and  emancipation  follows  of  course,  and  they 
are  swallowed  up  in  the  common  mass. '  Wher- 
ever free  labor  Is  put  in  fkdl  and  successful  op- 
eration, slave  labor  ceases  to  be  pn^tablSL  It 
is  true  that  it  is  a  very  gradual  operation,  and 
it  mnst  be  to  be  enccessiul  or  dewable.  Time 
and  patience,  therefore,  are  only  wanting  to 
effect  the  great  object  which  genuemen  profess 
to  have  in  view — and  to  effect  it  steely,  pru- 
dently, and  in  the  only  mode  in  which  it  can  be 
done,  without  the  inevitable  rain  of  all  parties 
concerned.  And  gentiemen,  in  their  intemperate 
zeal  in  what  is  miscalled  the  cause  of  justice 
and  humanity,  are  attempting  to  anticipate 
events,  and  in^st  on  reaping  the  fruit  at  once^ 
not  only  before  the  harvest  is  ripe,  but  before 
they  have  taken  the  pains  to  tiU  the  ground^ 
or  to  sow  the  seiad. 

The  geatieman  from  Maryland,  admitting 
that  the  conduct  ttf  Dr.  Ajhmun  has  been  cen- 
surable, yet  seems  to  think  that  I  have  repre- 
sented the  matter  too  strongly,  and  he  inMsts 
that,  as  Agent  of  the  United  States,  he  has  a 
right  to  capture  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa ; 
and  at  all  events,  however  censurable  his  con- 
duct may  be,  that  the  Government,  and  not  the 
society,  are  answerable  for  it  Sir,  though  Dr. 
Ashmun  dates  his  letter  at  the  "  United  States 
Agency,"  and  apedcs  of  himself  as  the  Beprft- 
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sentative  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  of  his  acta 
as  the  acta  of  this  Gh}Teniinent,  I  am  yet  to 
leam  that  our  oonstitotion  and  laws  give  the 
slightest  sanction  to  these  pretensions.  His 
authority  is  derived  entirely  from  the  act  of 
8d  Uaich,  1819,  which  merelf  appropriates 
a  Bom  of  money  to  enable  the  ^wdent  to 
oanse  to  be  sent  back  to  their  own  ooun^,  any 
Africans  iUegollr  imported  into  the  uiutwl 
States.  Dr.  Auimon  has  heea  employed  as 
Agent  nnder  that  act,  and  his  powers  and  du- 
ties are  strictly  limited  to  receiving  such  Af- 
ricans as  may  be  setit  from  this  country,  and 
causing  them  to  be  restored  to  th^  respective 
tribes.  Where,  then,  can  he  derive  authority 
to  destroy  the  slave  trade — to  soppress  piracy 
— to  capture  and  break  np  French  and  Span- 
ish estaolislmients  on  the  coast — to  take  pris- 
oners, destroy  property,  and  ocmdnct  military 
expeditions  1  As  to  the  alleged  piratical  char- 
acter of  the  Spanish  schooner,  against  which 
the  Dr.  undertook  bis  first  hostile  expedition, 
h»  himself  expreaaly  declares,  that  her  Ptpm 
were  all  regular :  tiiat  she  was  engaged  m  a 
Inwfol  trade,  and  that  there  was  not  even  a 
an^icion  of  her  having  been  encaged  in  any  nn- 
lawfol  act,  prior  to  her  taking  trom  an  English 
brig  an  aochar,  and  some  other  articles  nq^ 
apocifled.  The  case,  therefore,  is  clear — that 
expedition,  like  all  the  rest,  was  undertaken 
in  furtherance  of  the  great  scheme  of  putting 
down  the  slave  trad«—m  object  doubtless  very 
desirable,  and  extremely  benevolent,  but  with 
which  Dr.  Ashmun  has  no  more  to  do^  than  he 
has  in  that  of  establishing  free  Governments 
throughout  the  world.  There  can  be  no  other 
pretext  than  this  for  the  attack  on  Will's  Town, 
andtheoaptnreitfthe  davesand  other  propotj 
thnn-^ior  indeed  for  any  of  the  expediti(»is 
of  which  I  have  befwe  spoken.  Kow,  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  the  Executive  formally  disa- 
vows all  of  these  unlawful  acts,  and  throws  them 
on  Dr.  Ashmun,  as  the  Agent  of  the  society. 
And  what  do  uiey  do}  I  know  nothing  of 
tlieir  proceedings  or  opinions,  except  what  I 
derive  from  their  public  acts ;  bat  I  do  know 
that,  at  t^eir  annual  meeting  here,  on  the  20th 
January  lost,  they  did  pass  a  resolution  ap- 
proving of  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Ashman,  witn- 
out  any  restriction  or  limitation  whatsoever. 
I  repeat,  therefore,  that  the  society  has  sanc- 
tioned the  unlawftil  acts  of  Dr.  A^mun,  at 
their  Agent — acta  of  which  this  Oovran- 
ment  has  disapproved— and  th^  now  come 
here  and  wish  ns  to  take  the  badness  into  our 
own  honda.  Sir,  the  course  of  this  a£Mr  h(u 
demonstrated  that  political  power  cannot  be 
entrusted  to  Agents  three  thousand  miles  off, 
(whatever  the  character  of  such  Agents  may 
be,)  without  bebig  liable  to  abuse.  It  is  mani- 
fest that  a  private  society  ^ways  must  be  inad- 
equate to  the  Government  of  a  Colony — a  dis- 
covery wMch  the  Oolonization  Society  seems 
at  length  to  have  made,  and  which  it  would 
have  been  well  for  tbemselve^  for  their  conn- 
try,  and  tot  the  peracmi  who  have  been  trans- 
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ported  to  a  barbaroas  and  distant  land,  if  &ej 
bad  made  before  their  society  was  institih 
ted.  What  then  t  ShoU  the  United  SUtta 
adopt  this  ill-fated  Colony  }  Shall  they,  witb 
the  &tal  experience  all  other  conntria  on 
the  suUeet  befwe  th^  eyes,  rater  npcn  tk 
Oobniai  Syatemf  Shall  they  form  a  C(d(Ri7 
three  thousand  milea  off— a  Ookmy  on  tbe 
Continent  of  Africa,  and  above  all,  a  Oiaaj 
to  be  oonnosed  entirely  of  a  descripUcoi  of 
persons  mint  for  self-govemmrat,  and  in  ereiy 
reqiect  unprepared  for  the  new  state  d  po^ 
eal  existence  in  which  they  are  to  b«  pUredt 
For  my  own  part,  Mr,  Preadent,  I  am  rcK^red 
to  give  no  countenance  whatever  to  in;  soch 
wild  and  extravagant  projects,  by  wbateTa 
specious  names  they  may  be  called.  I  will  Dot 
consent  even  to  entertain  the  question ;  ind  I 
shall  move  to  lay  tJtiia  petition  on  the  table,  f» 
the  express  purpose  of  preventing  its  reference 
to  any  committee,  and  in  the  hope  th&t  the 
Senate  may  hear  no  more  of  it,  eith^  dnrii^ 
tJie  present  session,  or  at  anr  othw  time. 

Aher  a  few  worm  ftom  fir.  Bnros,  mthe 
same  ride  of  the  question,  tbe  petition  wti,  co 
his  motion,  laid  upon  tbe  taUe. 


MovDAT,  Febmaiy  13. 
in  Stant  Smion. — Panama  MMctt^3Pmu»- 
tion  <if  Mr.  Poinsett, 
The  Senate  resumed  the  oonnderation  d  tl>e 
nomination  of  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  as  Enroj  £itn- 
ordinary  and  Uinister  Plenipotentiaiy  of  tb 
United  States  to  the  Assembly  oi  Amencu 
Ministers,  transferred  from  Panama  to  Tm* 
iMya,  in  Ifexiocs  ^  the  place  of  Richard  G.  Ae- 
decswiideoeasea. 
Mr.  Bbhtoh  oflfared  the  fbllowing  rascdii^: 
XtaoM,  That  It  is  Inexpedient  for  tbe  Tniud 
States  to  send  any  KiniBter  in  tbe  pbct  «f  B.  C 
Anderson,  deceased,  to  tbe  Congtess  of  Smtrm 
NatfoDS  at  Tambiva. 

The  question  being  taken  on  fUs  resotiitiixi, 
it  was  negatived  by  the  faUowing  Toto: 

TiAi.— Hessrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bnwli, 
dier,  Cobb,  Dickenon,  Eaton,  Findky,  Hkvne,  Kim, 
King,  McKinley,  Hacon,  Randolph,  KdcelT,  Boni, 
Bmith  of  Booth  CaroUna,  Tuewell,  V«n  Bom, 
White,  WUliams,  tnd  Woodhory— Si 

Nats.— Messn.  Barton,  Batemao,  Bell,  Boti)<EBT. 
Chamben,  Clayton,  Edwards,  Hairison,  Hent^^ 
Hohnes,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnsoii  of  uw- 
bna,  K^^^  Maries,  IBIbs  Noble,  Reed,  BoU«*, 
Rug|^es,Sanford,Sevmour,Sil8bee,Smilh  oiJurj- 
land,  Thomas,  and  Willey— 25. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  followii^resdn  tion: 

"  It  appearing  to  the  Senate,  from  the  dow- 
menta  communicated  by  the  President,  in  t« 
Treaty  of  Union,  League^  and  Peipetaal  CotIn- 
eration,  concluded  by  the  Assembly  of  AnMrwu 
Nations  at  Panama,  on  the  Ifith  frf  Jnly,  Ik* 
it  is  stipulated  that  the  Governments  then  np- 
resented,  would  renew  their  invitatioai  to  U* 
neutral  and  friendly  powers  to  said  Hen^oten- 
tiaries  to  Tacnb^fti  and  it  taOm 
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tiiat  no  sach  iiiTitatlons  have  yet  been  given  to 
our  GoTflnuneat: 

"  TKtTtfitrt,  retolttd,  That,  mthont  now  expressmg 
iti  opinioii  19  to  the  expeiUeiicy  of  the  United  States 
bdng  repmented  at  the  Congress  ofTacaba/a,  the 
Senie  an  ttf  onokni  that  no  farther  steps  ought 
Id  be  taken  io  tut  MlHioii,  nor  aaj  fiirtlm  c]q>eiue 
ucancd.* 

Tbe  qnestion  being  taken  on  this  resolution, 
it  vas  decided  In  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Teis.— VeMfS.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chan- 
dlcT,  Cobb,  Dickereon,  Eaton,  flndlar,  Hayne,  Kane, 
Kin^,  McEinley,  Hacon,  Randolph,  lUd^V,  Rowan, 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Van  Boren, 
Tbite,  WilUams,  and  Woodbury— 22. 

.Vats.— Veasrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Bonliny, 
Cbmben;  Chase,  Clayton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hen- 
drieb,  Hobnea,  JobosoQ  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of 
LousaBt,  KnLAt,  Marks,  Hills,  Nobl^  Bced,  Bob- 
biu,  Bnnlea,  bnford,  Seymour,  SUsbee,  Smith  of 
JUrjlsDiirTlioiiiBS,  and  Willey — 26. 

Tbe  oDMtioa  bMog  pat,  "WiU  the  Senate  ad- 
rise  and  otmsent  to  the  appointment  of  Joel  R. 
Puinsett,  as  Idinister  Plenipotentiary,"  itn^  it 
T3S  deified  in  the  affirmative,  as  Ibllom :  • 

Tr«s.— Veasrs.  Barton,  BMeman,  Bell,  Benton, 

Boolignr,  Cbambors,  Chase,  Claytoo,  £atOD,  Ed- 
viTdi,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnson  of 
St.,  jf^utstoa  of  La.,  Kane,  Knight,  HcKinley, 
Mwka,  Milb,  Xoble,  Reed,  Robbing,  Ruggles,  San- 
fird,  SeTDcmr,  SUsbee,  Smith  of  Ud.,  Thomas, 
Vi&y-4a 

^'atb.— Xessrs,  Berrien,  Braneh,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
IHckenoo,  Findlay,  King,  Macon,  Randolph,  Ridge- 
It.  Ilowut,  Smith  of  S.  C,  TaieweU,  Van  Boren, 
White,  Williams,Woodbory— It. 

Hie  Sensto  then  proceeded  to  the  nomination 
of  John  Boyle,  of  ICentocky,  to  the  office  of 
Ji%e  of  the  United  States^  for  the  District  of 
l^«it(icky,  and  on  the  qaestion  of  adviung  and 
pODienUog  to  that  nomination,  it  was  daaded 
in  tlte  iffirmstive,  as  follows : 

Tua->Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton, 
B<7rieii,Boiiligoy,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Edvui^  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Jthiuoa  of  Ky^  Johnston  of  La.,  Kane,  King, 
Kaifdit,  UcKlnley,  Marks.  Koble,  Beed,  Rldeety, 
Koti'iag,  Hughes,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Md., 
Tuewell,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  White,  WUIey,  Wil- 
MiM,  Woodbury— 87. 

Sits.— MeSBTB.  Branch,  Chandler,  Findlay,  Hacon, 
unilolph.  Rowan,  Smith  of  South  CaroUnar-7. 

On  motion,  the  ininnctton  of  seoreoy  waa  then 
f^^MTed  from  the  oboTe  proraedingab 


Tuesday,  February  13. 
Land/or  a  Canal  in  Indiana, 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Hxsumtna,  the  bill  to  ap- 
propriate a  certdn  quantity  of  hmd  for  tbe  open- 
lo;'  of  a  canal  to  unite  tbe  watNs  of  Uie  Wabash 
wiLit  Lake  Erie,  and  the  amendment  offered  by 
ilr,  Ilouna  on  Friday,  were  taken  np. 

^r.  RotJiEs  then  withdrew  that  amendment 
ona  offered  two  others,  making  the  grant  of 
"uid  ior  tbe  canal  to.amonnt  to  the  half  of  five 
■Mtun  in  vidth  on  eaoh  lide  of  the  eanalf  and 


each  alternate  section  to  be  reserved  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  sold  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office,  tmder  the  direction  of  the 
Pre^dent  of  the  United  Btatei ;  whkih  were  pot 
and  carried. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  took  place 
upon  this  bill,  chiefly  upon  points  of  the  dis- 
cQni<Hi  o(  Frid^r,  in  which  Hesnv.  Suira,  of 
Sooth  OaroUna,  Hakbuot,  and  Bell,  took  part 

Hr.  Chahdleb  observed,  thaL  as  no  time  for 
the  oompletsM  of  the  canal  had  been  fixed,  he 
would  stiggest  whether  it  wonld-not  be  proper 
that  some  SQoh  limitation  should  be  fixed. 

Mr,  Eatos  then  moved  an  amendm«it  to  the 
bill,  by  which  the  State  of  Indiana  was  bound 
to  commence  and  complete  the  canal  in  given 
periods.  This  proposition  gave  rise  to  much 
discussion  between  Messrs.  HsnnKioKs^tfUfoN, 
Chandler,  Eidoelt,  Houixa,  and  Nobub,  when 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Eaton  having  been  mod- 
ified to  make  it  inoambent  on  the  State  of  In- 
diana to  commence  tbe  canal  in  five  years,  and 
complete  it  in  twenty  years,  and  binding  the 
State  to  pay  t^e  amoont  of  any  lands  that  shall 
have  been  sddL  afaonld  tbe  canal  not  be  oom- 

gleted— and  mahdng  all  titlea  to  land  under  the 
tate  valid, 

The  motion  to  amend  was  taken  and  carried. 

The  queetion  then  recurring  on  engrossing 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  Mr.  Chasdisb 
having  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  car- 
ried by  the  following  vote: 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  BeD,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  I^ton,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Kano,  King,  Knight,  HcKinley,  Harki, 
Noble,  Reed,  Kdgely,  Robt^ia,  Ro^ea,  Seymour, 
SUsb^  Snihh  of  llaryluid,  Tboaas,  WiUe7--28. 

Nats.— Meian.  Brtneh,  Chandler,  Oayloii,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Edwards,  findlay,  Hayne,  Maoon,  Ran- 
dolph, Sanford,  ftnith  of  South  CaroUna,  Taiewell, 
Woodbury— 14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eahi,  the  UH  to  impropri- 
ate a  quantity  of  land  in  aid  of  opeidng  a  ontal 
to  unite  the  waters  of  the  river  Dunds  and  Lake 
Michigan,  was  taken  up. 


WxDHisDAT,  Febmaiy  1^ 
The  bin  to  antborize  fbe  State  of  Indiana  to 
locate  and  make  a  road  was  read  a  second  time. 
Mr.  Uksduckb  erolalned  the  ohieots  of  the 

bill. 

Mr.  Chandlbb  oalled  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  sustained,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  by  tbe  following  vote: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton,  Bouligny, 
Cliambere,  Chase,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  HcKinley,  Harks, 
Xoble,  Reed,  lUdgcty,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Stsbce,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Thomas,  Wil- 
ley,  and  Williams— 30. 

Nays. — Meaars.  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Hayne,  Macon,  Randolph,  Sanford, 
Smith  of  South  CaroUna,  Taxewell,  and  Woo^ury 
— li 
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The  bill  to  reduce  the  dnties  hereti^ore  levied 
on  certain  articles,  (comprising  teaa^  oo0be,  and 
wines,)  was  read  a  third  time. 

lib:.  SsTHOUB  moved  its  reoommitaienttothe 
Coinmittee  on  FiDance,  with  instmctioos  to 
atrilce  ont  tiie  section  relating  to  winea  and 
eoflbe.  Vi.  Buna  of  Marjluid  opposed  the 
motion  od  the  groand  that,  if  the  bOl  was  re- 
committed, it  could  not  pass  this  session.  Mr. 
-  CnANDLEB  sustained  the  motion.  Mr.  Wood- 
BUBT  moved  to  divide  the  motion,  and  take  the 
question  on  wines  first;  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  motion  to  recommit,  and  strike  out 
wines,  was  rejected,  10  to  23. 

The  question  then  reoorred  on  reoommitting, 
with  •rdera  to  strike  ont  coffee,  and  was  re- 
jected, 14  to  28. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  passing  the 
-hill,  and  was  dedded  in  the  afflnutive,  hj  the 
following  vote : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Beaton,  Berrien,  Boulignj,  Branch, 
Chambers,  Cliandlcr,  Clayton,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kane,  King,  Uacon,  Randolph,  Beed,  Rowan, 
^anfbrd,  Snabee,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  Taiewell,  Thomas,  Van  Boren,  Woodbury 
—28. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Cbase,  Dickerson, 
.  Fmdlay,  Harrison,  Knight,  Karks,  NoUe,  lUdgely, 
Bobtrins,  Hngj^  8e]rnuHir,  ^lUeyu-14. 


Thdbbdjlt,  Febraary  15. 

Mr.  Dionmnr,  1^  directioii  of  a  m^ority  of 
the  Committee  on  Msnnfaotnres,  reported  the 
hill  to  inorease  the  duties  on  certain  articles  of 
-  Imported  woollens,  without  amendment. 

Gradual  Imprmemml  <if  the  JUany. 

The  Benate  then  proceeded,  in  Committee 
of  the  Wliole,  to  the  eonddermm  <3i  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  gradual  increase  1^  the 

Navy. 

Hr.  Haittk  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Kavol  A&irs)  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  aa 
.  follows : 

By  an  act  "for  the  gradual  inorease  of  the 
Navy,"  passed  oh  the  29th  April,  1816,  the  sum 
of  one  million  of  dollars,  per  annnm,  for  eight 
years,  was  appropriated  uid  set  apart  for  Mat 
purpose.  On  the  8d  March,  1821 — ^nve  years 
Afterwards— this  annnal  apint>priaUoa  was  re* 
duced  to  half  a  million,  for  six  years,  from  the 
year  1831 ;  so  that  this  act  will  exmre  on  the 
8d  of  March  next  This  polloy,  uierefore,  of 
setting  apart  a  fund  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Navy,  has  now  been  established  in  the  United 
Sutea  for  eleven  years,  and  comes  recommended 
to  us  by  an  experience  neither  very  short  in  its 
duration,  nor  at  all  douhtfhl  in  its  results.  The 
wisdom  of  this  policy  seems  now  to  he  firmly 
establidied  by  graeral  consent;  and  it  is  a 
remarkable  fiiot,  that,  daring  1  period  ftfelevan 


[Fnaoasr,  1837. 

years,  not  a  sin^e  proposition  has  been  made, 
in  either  branch  of  Congress,  or  in  any  Depait  ! 
ment  of  the  Government  to  depart  fmm  iL  i 
The  amount  of  the  appropriatjon  hiu,  indeed,  | 
varied ;  but  the  principle  lus  bem  held  sacreiL  1 
I  do  not  foel,  therefiu«,  that  it  is  Inenmbeot  on  ' 
mo  to  do  niore,  on  the  present  ocoanun,  than 
merely  to  state  a  few  of  the  leading  con^ders- 
tions  which  induced  Oongreas,  In  1810,  to  estab- 
lish tills  jiolicy,  and  which  still  rectmmiatd  it  to 
our  adoption  and  support  A  brief  retroq»ct 
of  the  events  which  preceded  and  acoomposied 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britun,  will,  pe^pa, 
be  naefhl,  in  enabling  us  to  form  a  Just  cstiniat« 
of  the  vaine  of  a  Navy  to  tiiis  country,  sad  cf 
Dor  tme  policy  on  that  intwesting  sabjecL  He 
people  of  the  United  States,  tiiongh  inheritios 
mnn  their  British  ancestry  a  decided  predile^ 
tion  for  the  sea,  and  thon^  tempted,  oy  tbdr 
peculiar  sitnation,  to  seek  emplt^ymrat  oa  tbe 
ocean,  were  yet  so  strongly  tmprmed  with  fiie 
omnipotence  of  Great  Brit^,  00  that  draiait 
that  they  hardly  dared  to  look  forward  to  tbt 
day  when  these  oeattered  Bepablics  would  b» 
able  to  maintain  a  Navy  that  oould  be  of  ^ 
smallest  sorvioe  in  the  dinenoe  of  their  cotate  ml 
harbors,  much  less  in  the  protection  1^  their coo- 
merce  on  the  common  highway  of  natitm  It 
entered  not  into  the  wildest  speenlatifMis  of  the 
most  BUigaine  among  us,  that,  at  any  peikid  to 
which  we  could  reasonably  eztead  oar  cakula- 
tiona,  the  United  States  would  be  able  to  buitd 
and  support  a  Navy,  capable  of  muntaining  iu 
existence  in  &e  presence  of  the  "  Histresi 
the  Seas."   So  strong  was  this  dekenoo,  tbt 
oar  ablest  statesmen,  and  most  devoted  patriotf, 
looked  to  a  defendve  system  as  the  only  ooa  to 
which  the  United  States  eoald,  in  any  erent 
resort,  fur  the  redress  tit  her  wrongs,  or  tiie 
protection  of  the  persons  and  property  her 
citizens.   Hence  it  was,  that  when  some  of 
yoor  seamen  were  imjocssed,  yon  witliditr 
the  rest  into  yoar  cities ;  when  yoor  diipi  ven 
captured,  yon  retired  from  the  ocean;  srJ 
when  redress  for  these  wrongs  was  peneTer- 
ingly  and  finally  refused,  yon  abandoned  your  | 
commercial  pursuits,  shnt  yourselves  up  iritbiB  | 
your  own  Territory,  and  cut  off  all  mtercoun^  1 
with  those  who  had  committed  these  ontngR. 
Mr.  President  it  has  often  occurred  to  mj 
mind,  that  in  some  respects,  a  more  mbhnn  ! 
moral  spectacle  has  seldom  been  exhitnted  V>  \ 
the  world  than  that  presented  by  the  people  of  | 
the  United  Stateis  daring  that  period  of  m-  | 
parallded  endnranoe.  I  well  remember  the  , 
period,  air;  tt  made  an  irapresuon  on  my  nund  1 
and  mv  ftelinga,  whidi  can  never  be  effiu«d  | 
to  the  kst  day  tit  my  existence — wh«i,  onder  1 
the  operation  of  the  restrictive  system,  the 
whole  maritime  frontier   was  hermeticalk 
sealed;  when  our  mariner^  driven  from  tiie 
ocean,  songht  refuge  in  our  cities  ahnottt  i^'' 
starve;  when  our  ships  lay  rotting  at  the 
wharves,  and  every  class  of  persons  ctHUiected 
with  trade  were  drivm  from  their  emi^cr- 
ments;  when  the  ^odnoe  ftf  the  ilmaer  lif  1 
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MUing  in  his  barns;  and  Then  all^  vho 
depended  on  their  daily  labor  for  sapport, 
wii&taver  might  be  the  natnre  of  their  panaits, 
vera  left  alnuHt  wkhoat  the  means  of  {^tdng 
Awd  and  ratmMit.  In  that  period,  rir,  ca 
nnpainllded  nfiininfff  amids  the  deprivation 
of  aEoaraooastomeaoamforts,  the  people  of 
mi7  part  of  the  ZTnlted  Statea,  with  bat 
few  exceptions,  vwa  foond  sabmitting  quietly, 
uid  witboQt  a  inormnr,  to  vbat  wonld  have 
driren  any  <^ier  people  on  earth  to  despair 
and  madness.  And  why  did  they  so  aabmiti 
Becaude  they  had  the  most  perfect  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  their  mlers; 
beciQM  they  know  that  the  honor  of  the 
tuuioD  had  been  assailed ;  and  flrmW  belioTed 
tlut,  incapable  of  ooatending  with  Great  Bri- 
bin  on  the  ooeao,  wa  ooold  not  redresa  oar 
wrongs  bj  war.  Sir,  I  waa  young  at  that 
time;  but  I  partook  of  the  uniTeraal  enthu- 
liaa  wbidi  wonld  have  ludnoed  the  pet^le, 
atiKHig  wlum  I  Uved,  to  have  anbrnitted  cheer* 
fullj-  to  any  axtremi^  itf  aofiMiiA  rather  than 
onnent  to  rdax,  In  the  amallest  degree,  those 
nstrictire  measures  which  we  then  believed  to 
be  called  for  by  a  Jnat  regard  to  the  national 
boDor,  and  which  we  snpiraBed  to  be  the  only 
means  of  coercing  our  enemies  to  do  us  justice, 
I  admit,  air — the  nation  now  admits — that  we 
ve  were  under  a  delouon.  We  imderrated  oar 
laources;  we  ondervalned  ourselves.  The 
ft^ity  of  this  country  for  war  was  not 
QiKlerstood.  We  had  yet  to  learn,  that  a  people, 
enable  fst  making  the  ■ocriSces  reqaired  by 
lU  reatiietiTe  system,  coald  never  be  conquer- 
ed; tli^  a  patriotic  pec^le  oonld  at  onoe  create 
ttmiea;  tluit  war  itself  would  ndae  up  Wash- 
ingtuns and  Jaokaona  to  lead  w  to  victory;  and 
tiiat  tfie  ottki  ftf  our  tatvAw,  and  the  atnnly 
lirtoea  vi  oar  gallant  tara^  were  datable  u 
■Kikiiig  the  oeean  iteelf  the  inmiediate  aoene  ti 
(wr  glory.  The  war  at  length  oune,  and, 
DotviUu^nding  the  nomerona  emits  oommitted 
in  its  eondnct — errors,  sir,  in  a  great  measure 
iuepsiible  from  our  peculiar  sitaation — we 
tame  oat  of  it  with  the  redresa  of  all  our 
vnxip^  sod  with  a  character  cheaply  pDrobaaed 
bf  all  onr  sofierings  and  sacrifices.  Whatever 
<liffi^Dcea  of  opinion  existed  at  the  time  war 
V3S  declared^  none  exists  now,  aa  to  the  inoal- 
nlaUe  benefits  which  that  war  has  conferred 
thii  ooBotry.  It  ia  looked  npoa  as  the 
ftaX  wa  in.  oar  histwy,  seareely  inferior,  in 
iuportaoce^  to  the  eataUiabment  of  independ- 
*<>«  iiMlf;  and  the  men  iriko  dednred  that 
vBr,  as  well  aa  thoee  who  conducted  it 
to  ft  neeeaiftd  oondnskHi,  will  lire  forever  in 
fu  henta  d  the  American  people.  Bat  it 
imotmjpreMfit  purpose  to  notice  the  events 
Of  the  rcsalts  of  that  war,  except  so  far  as  tliey 
Klate  to  the  part  which  uie  Kavy  contribute 
>D  prododng  thrai,  and  as  they  tend  to  ilius- 
tnte  the  tme  poucy  of  the  United  States  on 
tbatsabject. 

^  dedaratkm  al  war  found  the  pnUio 
Bind  in  the  itata  vbicti  I  hsva  deaeribed, 


in  relation  to  the  Navy,  We  posscrse*!,  it 
is  true,  a  few  frigates,  wliich  hod  been  provided 
from  time  to  time,  chiefly  for  the  purjiose 
of  protaiM^  the  comnjerce  of  the  United 
States  from  uie  Barbery  Powers,  and  we  re- 
tained a  few  oflacers  who  hod  acquired  reputa- 
tion in  the  Uediterranean,  In  thdr  contest  with 
the  Turks.  But  to  these  the  nation  hardly 
looked,  except  for  aid  in  defence  of  our  harbors. 
Hence  the  naval  means  of  the  country  were,  in 
the  first  instance,  chiefly  directed  to  the  build* 
ing  and  equipment  of  a  great  namber  of 
gnnboata,  and  onr  most  gallant  and  experi- 
enced omcers  were  devoted  to  that  service. 
I  have  heard  it  stated,  ^r,  as  a  fact,  (of  tha 
troth  of  which  I  have  no  doubt,)  that  when  the 
proposition  was  first  made  here,  that  the  few 
frigates  and  sloops  of  war  which  we  then  hod, 
should  be  sent  out  to  meet,  in  single  combat, 
the  sbipe  of  Great  Britain,  the  proposal  waa 
oomddered  raah  and  desperate.  Happily  fx 
these  rash  oounsels  prevailed,  and,  from  the 
mommt  that  Gaptain  HoU,  in  the  Owistitation, 
met  and  captured  the  Guerriere,  vp  to  tlie  final 
termination  of  the  war,  the  whole  career  of 
the  Navy  was  one  of  daring  enterprise,  heroic 
achievement,  and  splendid  victory.  Wherever 
it  moved,  whether  upon  the  ocean,  or  on  oar 
inland  seas,  its  path  was  a  flood  of  dory.  Sir, 
I  cannot  stop  to  dwell  upon  these  acnleveraeuta 
in  detail,  which  filled  every  American  bosom 
with  enthnuasm,  and  daring  every  period  of 
the  war,  animated  onr  hopes  in  prosperity,  and 
cheered  ns  in  our  reverses.  It  is  sofficient  for 
my  purpose  to  aay,  that  the  Navy  literally 
fought  itaelf  into  &Tor— it  became  ita  own 
arehiteot  Experienoe  had  now  demonatrated 
that  it  was  the  tme  policy  of  the  United  States 
to  become  a  great  Naval  power;  that  no  time 
was  to  be  loqt  in  patting  forth  the  lesonrees  of , 
Uie  nation,  for  the  establishment  of  a  Navy, 
oommenamTfkte  with  oar  wanta;  oapable  of 
protecting  oar  commerce  in  peace,  and  defend- 
ing their  oountry  in  war,  not  only  by  maint^n- 
ing  the  command  oi  onr  own  waters,  but  by 
carrying  on  an  offensive  operation  on  the  ocean 
itaelf  and  tiiereby  causing  oar  enemies  to 
partake  of  the  evils  of  war.  Sir,  it  was 
demonstrated  by  our  statesmen  in  botlt  Houses 
of  Oongresa,  by  the  clearest  arguraenta,  and  the 
pluneat  calculatioos,  that  a  Nav^  was  not 
only  the  safest,  but  the  oheiqmt  defence  of  this 
nation. 

The  honorable  genfleman  from  Varyland 
(Mr.  Bxim)  iua.  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
contributed  muoh  to  establish  that  position— 
and  it  is  with  pride  and  pleasnre  Uiot  South 
Oorolina  recollects  the  convincing  statemenu 
and  conclnsive  arguments  by  which  one  of  her 
favorite  sons  (Mr.  Chevea)  so  joatly  ocqnired  the 
name  of  "one  of  the  fethers  of  tlie  Navy." 
The  peace  of  1816  found  the  whole  nation 
in  favor  of  a  Navy.  The  act  of  April,  1816, 
waa  Uie  first  frait  of  that  feeling,  and  was  the 
foondati<m  of  tlie  naval  policy  odf  this  oonntry. 
It  appropriated  one  miUku  of  dollars  fiv  eight 


Digitized  by 


Google 


828 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


yean,  for  the  increaaa  the  Natj,  and  pro- 
vided kie  the  boilding  of  a  nnmber  of  ships  ci 
tiie  liae,  and  other  Teneia,  wbiob,  with  tiiose 
before  and  mnoe  authorized  hy  lanr,  will  ^ve  to 
the  United  States  a  Navy,  ooDsistiDg  of  12  Bhips 
of  the  Sne,  SO  fngates,  le  sloops  of  war,  4 
sohooims,  ud  8  steam  batteries. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  Drj 
Docks,  which  form  the  next  object  of  this  biU. 
And  here  I  must  begin  bj  saying,  that  it  is  not 
a  little  sarprinng,  that  a  country,  possessing  a 
navy  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  and  twenty 
Mgates,  shoold  be  without  one  of  these  neoes* 
aary  appendages  of  all  navies ;  and  that,  with 
the  experience  of  the  rest  of  the  world  before 
oar  eyes,  we  dioold  have  gone  on,  for  so  many 
yeara,  inonning  the  delay,  risk,  and  expmse, 
of  heaTlng  down  mir  sbipa,  when  we  possessed 
00  many  admirable  posmona  f6r  docks,  and 
when  the  saTin^  in  a  riagle  year,  would  have 
almost  pidd  the  expense  of  constmctinR  them. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  expense  of  hearing 
down  a  7^gnn  ship,  coming  into  port  from  a 
omise,  and  patting  even  small  repairs  upon 
her,  wonld  not  fall  far  short  of  $20,000.  She 
wonld  have  to  be  unloaded,  her  gnus  taken  out, 
her  spars  and  suls  removed,  a  large  nnmber 
of  men  most  be  employed  in  the  operation, 
and,  when  the  work  was  done,  she  most  be 
reloaded  and  equipped.  Great  delay  would 
also  necessarily  toke  place  from  snob  an  opera- 
Ucm.  Fot  ordinary  repairs,  such  a  sh^  wonld 
be  detiUned  a  month ;  and,  at  oert^  aeasona 
of  tlie  year,  it  wmdd  not  be  considered  aafo  to 
snhjeet  a  vessel  to  the  dangerous  (weration  of 
heaving  out.  At  all  times,  and  under  aU  cir- 
cumstanoea,  the  veud  Is  greatly  stnuned.  Nor 
is  this  all :  in  the  present  condition  of  yonr 
Navy  Yards,  yonr  vessels  of  war  must  be  hove 
out,  not  only  for  repairs,  but  even  for  examina- 
tion. It  is  not  deemed  safe  to  send  vessels  to 
sea  that  have  been  lying  some  time  in  port, 
nor  after  long  cruises,  without  examination; 
and  to  do  this,  all  the  delay,  expense,  and  risk, 
of  heaving  out,  must  be  encountered.  In  time 
of  war,  tiiia  would  greatly  impur  the  e£Scienoy 
of  the  Navy.  Time,  in  all  mtlitaiy  operations, 
is  of  great  imp<ntanoe  to  sncoess ;  and  prompt- 
ness m  preparatitm,  and  oderity  in  movement, 
have  often  gained  batdes,  that  must  otherwise 
have  been  lost.  Now,  with  suitable  dry  docks, 
■hips  can  be  examined  and  diachai^ed  im- 
mediately, and  repairs,  when  necessary,  effected 
with  the  least  possible  delay  and  expense.  I 
have  the  highest  anthority  for  stating  the  fact, 
that,  not  long  since,  a  British  frigate,  with  her 
provisions  and  entire  armamoit  on  board,  was 
run  into  a  dry  dock  for  examination,  and  sailed 
on  her  destination  during  the  some  tide — thus 
saving  sll  the  expense,  delay,  and  risk,  of  an 
exammation,  according  to  our  clumsy  method 
of  heaving  out.  The  advantages  derived  from 
dry  docks  are  so  fully  understood  in  Europe, 
that  there  is  no  naval  powor  without  a  nnmber 
of  them.  In  England,  thwe  are  now  idxteen, 
and  three  niwe  bnUdiog ;  and  in  Fnnee^  there 


are  twelve,  all  of  the  most  dnraUe  nuteriali 
On  the  subject  of  dry  docks,  we  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  most  minute  and  satisEactoiy  infor- 
mation. It  is  known  to  the  oountty,  that  oat 
of  our  most  intelligent  naval  officers  (dcws 
member  of  the  Navy  Board)  was  notloogtance 
sent  to  Europe  to  obtwa  information  on  thii 
and  other  subjects  connected  with  the  uua! 
establishments  of  that  coutinrat.  Tbroo^ 
him,  the  country  has  been  pat  in  poseesaon  of 
a  mass  of  valoable  informaticm,  and  especiiDy 
on  the  subject  of  dry  docks^  In  addttioa  to 
this,  an  intelligent  and  experienced  dvil  enp- 
neer  (who  had  rended  many  years  in  £ngUiMl) 
lias,  nnder  the  orders  of  tiie  Navy  Deparbncnt, 
lately  made  minnte  aorv^a  and  dlcalstioiu  «l 
this  snlijeet,  which  I  have  now  before  me. 
From  these  statements  it  appears— 

That  the  following  will  be  the  whole 
pense  of  oonstruoting  dry  docks,  on  the  moA 
approved  plan,  at  the  fcdlowing  Navy  Tinl^ 
Yiz: 

At  Portomoath,  N.  H.  #S49,S11 11 

At  Cbsriastown,  Mass.  S56,M4  U 

At  BrooUyn,  N.Y.  SSO,lld  fit 

At  Oosport,  Vs.  398^  00 

The  conomittee  have  no  doubt  thst  there 
ought  to  be  a  dry  dock  at  each  of  tbeseplices: 
but,  for  the  sake  of  deriving  the  advantsps  of 
experience  on  this  subject,  they  have  detennis-  , 
od  to  recommend  the  construction  of  onlf  two  ■ 
at  this  time,  one  to  the  aontli  and  the  otiterto 
the  north  of  the  Potomao  River.  Holding 
myself  in  readiness  to  make  aaj  Anther  a- 

flanations  that  m^  be  required  on  this  poict. 
sliall  now  pass  to  the  next  object  proposal  in 
the  bill,  the  construction  of  a  Marine  Baitvsr 
at  Ponsacola,  on  the  Ginlf  Mexico,  frum 
tiie  best  informaticm  the  committee  hsre  beta 
able  to  obtain,  they  are  well  satisfied  tbst  nil- 
ways  are  much  cheaper  than  docks,  snd  that 
they  may  be  advantageously  used  for  the  repair 
of  sloops  of  war  and  other  smaller  vese^:  but 
that  there  would  be  great  riA  in  ttang  tlKn 
for  the  repurs  of  frigates  and  ahips  (tf  the  line. 
This  is  the  received  opinion  in  Eurt^  snd  oar 
most  experienced  officers  concur  in  its  eoIrec^ 
ness.  In  no  point  of  view,  however,  esa  ra^ 
wiqra  mperseae  dry  docks.  It  ia  now  prajP"^ 
to  erect  a  railway  at  a  point  where  it  viu  cer- 
tainly be  extremely  vamaiy  and  wbwe  ws  viB 
be  aUe  to  learn  from  ezperioioe  its  pn^cal 
value. 

With  respect  to  the  contemplated  improTe- 
ments  in  onr  Navy  Yards,  which  it  will  be  i«o 
forms  one  of  the  objects  of  thb  bill,  I  shsll  tow 
make  but  a  single  remark.  These  yards  hsTe 
hitherto  been  improved  team  time  to  time, 
without  any  regular  plan.  It  is  eitremelj  de- 
si  rable,  therefore,  that  syst^  sbonld  be  intro- 
duced into  establishments  which  are  daily  a- 
panding,  and  which  must  necessarily  be  coa- 
siderahly  enlai^^  hereafter.  The ad<q>ti<aff 
the  plan  here  recmnmended,  will  introunM 
economy,  and  greatly  ^omote  ths  effiden^  « 
theae  astabHshmenta. 
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iMMne  now,  Hr.  Praident,  to  the  great,  the 
intmsdng  qmrtioii,  of  the  Naval  Academj. 
It  caonot  be  neoeasarj,  at  this  dar  of  intellec- 
tiulli^t,  to  enlarge  on  the  great  adTantages  of 
edocatioa ;  it  mnst  at  least  be  snpaflaona  for 
m«  to  say  to  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the 
Seiute,  that  mental  cultnre  must  enlarge  and  im- 
prove the  intellectual  facolties,  elevate  the  sea- 
ihnents,  establish  the  principles,  and  strength- 
eo,  ennoUe,  and  adorn,  the  character  of  man. 
But,  however  nniversouly  acknowledged  these 
trntfas  may  be,  there  still  Temains  a  doubt  on 
the  minds  of  some,  vhether  they  are  strictly 
ttplicable  to  naval  men.  The  time  was,  when 
the  hardy  virtnes  and  noble  traha  which  form 
the  ehaneter  the  sidlors  wera  SDrnxwed  to 
belong  to  a  being  altogether  diflbrent  from  the 
rest  of  mankind.  In  ronner  times,  it  was  be- 
fiercd  to  be  neoesBary,  to  complete  the  diarao- 
ter  of  a  naval  officer,  that  he  shonld  be  a  pro- 
bne  swearer  and  a  hard  drinker ;  that  he  shonid 
be  pTood  of  his  ignorance,  despise  books,  and 
be  distinguished  by  habits,  manners,  and  lan- 
ruge,  diffSerent  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 
M  these,  sir,  are  the  exploded  errors  of  ^e 
h$t  ceutary.  No  one,  now,  supposes  lliat 
&t$e  peculiarities  ever  constitnted  any  portion 
of  the  merit  of  an  accomplished  seaman. 
Anudst  the  nniversal  spreaa  of  light  and 
bwTledge,  which  has  formed  a  new  era  in 
Uie  lustOTy  of  the  world,  it  has  been  discovered, 
md  (tenenUy  admitted,  that  military  and  naval 
men  fbrni  no  exc«pti<ai  to  the  nniversal  rule, 
ttiat,  ia  every  deparbnent  of  human  affairs,  the 
niccess  of  indiviauala.,  as  well  as  of  nations,  will 
be  in  exact  proportion  to  their  intelloctoal  and 
iDonl  strength.  No  one  now  doubts  that,  every 
thing  else  Iwing  eqool,  the  scientific  o£Scer  will 
bear  avsy  thepalm  from  a  less  accomplished 
tompetitor.  There  is  no  class  of  men  among 
Tbotn  the  march  of  improvement  baa  been 
nore  steady  and  nninterrupted  than  among 
nsTil  men.  In  our  own  country,  and  especial- 
It  dnring  the  last  war,  this  truth  has  been 
BkHt  coDspienonaly  developed.  The  naval  o£B- 
Hn  who,  daring  that  conflict,  imnuntalized 
thor  namee,  and  covered  their  country  with 
0017,  vwe  men  of  onltivated  minda,  elegant 
■naiutm,  and  tiie  noblest  sentiments  of  honor 
—HMD  who  graced  the  drawing  room  as  well 
is  the  quarts  deck,  and  were  fitted  to  shine  in 
titnation  in  which  they  oonld  be  placed. 
h  their  characters  were  combined  extensive 
Kientific  att^menta,  and  perfect  nautical  skill, 
'Vith  the  sentiments  and  feelings  which  gave 
mee  and  dignity  to  ancient  chivalry.  Sir,  if 
Perrr  hftl  been  an  officer  of  the  old  school,  he 
**mld  hsTe  gone  down  at  the  battle  of  Loke 
tnb,  with  his  colors  muled  to  the  mast,  and 
hueooatry  wodd  have  lost  one  of  the  prond- 
m  trophies  ct  the  war.  Bnt,  Mr.  President, 
tbe  effect  of  etdtivating  tiie  mlnd&  Improving 
the  mannera,  and  devating  the  character  en 
cor  officer!  is  not  confined  to  themselves ;  it 
t>rodiioes  a  decided  moral  effect  on  the  men 
oanmitted  to  th^  chai^;  it  elevatea  the 
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character  ofi  our  seamen.  If,  sir,  we  oonld 
discover  all  the  causes  which  prodaoed  our 
naval  victories  in  the  late  war,  I  doubt  not  it 
would  be  found,  that  the  high  moral  character 
of  our  seamen  contributed  as  much  as  any 
other ;  and  for  this  they  were  indebted  to  the 
excellent  example  of  their  leaders.  Where,  in 
the  naval  history  of  the  world,  was  such  a 
spectacle  presented,  as  that  exhibited  by  the 
crew  commanded  by  the  all-accomplished  De- 
catur (the  man  over  whose  untimely  fate  the 
whole  nation  mourned)  when  returning  from 
a  long  cruise,  covered  with  laurels,  they  were 
invitcn  by  the  grateful  citizens  of  New  York 
to  a  puUio  festival.  Upwards  of  five  hundred 
men,  abandoned  1^  their  officers,  were  seen 
traverring  the  streeto  of  a  crowded  city  in  the 
ni^it,  partaking  of  the  amnsements  of  the 
theatre,  and  returning  quietly  to  their  ship  at 
midnight,  not  one  nntold.  Look,  too,  at  the 
conduct  of  the  crew  of  the  Adams,  when  com- 
manded by  the  excellent  and  gallant  Morris. 
When  that  vessel  was  driven  on  shore  by  a 
superior  enemy  at  the  Penobsoot,  the  crew, 
oonsistit^  of  several  hundred  men,  were  dis- 
persed, after  receiving  orders  from  their  com- 
mander to  rendezvous  at  Portsmouth,  at  a  time 
appointed.  They  wandered  throash  the  conn- 
try  (on  a  journey  which  occupied  five  days) 
and  at  tlie  time  and  place  appointed  every  man 
was  at  his  post  It  is  nnnecessary  to  multiply 
examples  of  the  hi^h  oharaetw  of  oar  navu 
officers  who  most  eminoitly  disttngai^ed  them- 
selves dnring  the  war,  or  to  trace  tlie  influence 
of  their  example  in  elevating  the  character  of 
our  seamen.  But,  sir,  I  must  notice  the  &ct, 
that  these  officers  were,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, men  of  well-informed  minds,  consum- 
mate professional  skill,  onltivated  manners,  and 
elevated  sentiments.  -It  is  true,  that  they  were 
in  general  self-educated  men,  who  had  not  the 
advantages  of  early  instruction  at  a  naval 
school.  There  is  no  mistake,  however,  greater 
or  more  common,  than  that  which  ccmdeuma 
education  as  useless,  because  eminent  men  have 
educated  themselves.  When  we  show  you  the 
triumphs  of  leaniinA  and  point  oat  the  ad- 
vantages aotoaUy  derived  from  sdenee  and  in- 
formation, by  distinguldied  individuals,  is  It 
any  answer  to  say  that  these  men  educated 
themselves!  Sir^  nnqnesUonably  the  best  of 
all  kinds  <^  education  is  that  which  a  highly 
gifted  man  secures  to  himself  from  the  deep 
conviction  of  its  immense  Importance.  But, 
when  we  see  the  rich  frnita  of  this  edacation, 
as  exhibited  in  the  lives  and  characters  of  such 
men,  is  it  not  preposterous  to  say,  that  educa- 
tion is  of  no  value  t  The  correct  inference  Is 
directly  the  contrary,  and  the  only  question 
which  renuuns,  is  as  to  the  best  means  of  ex- 
tending its  blessings  to  otiiers.  The  mass  of 
men  nevOT  will,  never  can  beccnne  self-edn- 
oated.  In  all  the  professions  and  porsnita  of 
life,  early,  jndicioiis,  and  persevering  efforts 
must  be  used,  to  form  the  minds,  principles^ 
and  nuural  haMta  ot  jonth,  or  they  will  ran  to 
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waste,  and  prodniw  no  trait.  Ij^  is  for  men 
formed  "  in  the  prodigality  of  nature,"  to  be 
wlf-instraoted.  All  others  most  noeive  the 
aids  <tf  early  and  constant  leasonsu  Sir,  the 
olject  of  the  naval  academy  is  to  glre  to  all 
the  young  men  in  our  Kavy,  the  means  of  be- 
coming Decators  and  Perrys ;  to  take  them  at 
Id  or  14  (at  their  first  entrance  into  the  ser- 
vice) and  putting  them  onder  able  ioBtractors, 
to  caltivate  their  minds,  not  only  in  the  scienoea 
immediately  connected  with  their  future  por- 
snits,  but  to  a  certain  extent,  to  make  them  ac- 

auainted  with  goneral  literatnre;  to  imbue 
heir  minds  with  a  love  of  knowledge,  to  give 
them  a  taste  for  books,  to  enoonrage  good 
habits  and  prindples,  to  hold  out  proper  exam- 
ples for  their  imitaticai,  and  to  conTinee  than 
that  their  ftitare  stanmng  in  the  senrioe  will 
be  exactly  proportioned  to  thcdr  profesBlonal 
acquirements,  and  intellectnal  and  moral  char- 
acter. By  sudi  a  plan,  how  many  gallant  and 
promising  yonng  men  will  be  saved  to  their 
mends  and  their  country  I  how  mudi  vice  and 
ignorance  will  be  banished  from  the  Navyt 
Our  plan,  Hr.  Preadent,  is  extremely  simple. 
None  are  to  be  educated  but  midshipmen  or 
other  officers  of  the  Kavy.  Tliese  will  receive 
their  first  lessons  at  the  school,  where  they 
will  remain  about  two  years,  partly  on  shore, 
and  partly  on  board  of  a  vessel  to  be  attached 
to  the  school,  and  to  be  employed  fn  short 
cruises  along  the  coast.  At  the  aid  of  this 
time  they  will  be  sent  to  sea  on  Imig  voyages, 
and  will  continne  in  actual  service  for  five  or 
rix  years  longer  before  they  will  be  examined 
for  promotion.  Dnring  this  time,  they  will  be 
required  to  retnm  to  the  academy,  and  prose- 
cute their  stupes  in  naval  architecture,  and 
the  higher  branches  of  education,  whenever 
they  shall  not  be  actually  employed  at  sea,  in- 
stead of  wandering  about,  as  they  now  too  often 
do,  in  our  cities,  exposed  to  a  thousand  tempta- 
tions, so  difficult  for  the  young  to  resist.  By 
a  rigid  adherence  to  this  plan,  and  runng  the 
Btanoard  oi  attainments  necessary  for  promo- 
ti(H),  it  is  beUerad  that  the  whde  number  of 
your  midshqnneD  may  beomne  not  only  good 
practical  seamen,  bnt  sdmtlfio  o£Boers  ana  ao- 
cwnpliahed  gentlemen;  and  this,  with  hardly 
any  increased  expense  bnt  the  annuo]  salaries 
of  the  professors.  The  piqr  of  the  midshipmen, 
and  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  vessel,  are  ex- 
penses to  which  we  are  alr^y  snlgectod.  Sir, 
ooth  in  France  and  England,  there  are  naval 
schools.  The  navies  of  those  countries  ore 
steadily  improving,  and  we  must  at  least  ad- 
vance step  by  step  with  them.  There  is  one 
other  consideration,  Mr,  President,  which  pre> 
sents  the  necessity  of  a  naval  academy  in  this 
country  in  such  a  point  of  view,  that  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  bow  it  can  be  related.  No 
nation  can  keep  in  actual  service,  in  time  of 
peace,  one-fourth  of  the  vessels  necessary  to 
be  employed  in  war.  In  time  of  peace,  there- 
fore, by  for  the  greater  part  of  our  Navy  must 
be  laid  up  in  rardinary.  But  it  is  not  only 


necessary  to  have  the  ships,  bu^  what  b  of 
equal  importance,  you  most  have  ekilfiil  and 
exjwrienced  officers  to  cotnmaod  them.  Ktnr, 
how  is  this  to  be  aocompliahed  I  The  vhule 
number  of  officers  now  in  the  Navy  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  command  one-half  <^  tbe  tcshIi 
we  now  possess.  Of  tiiis  fact  we  have  offitiil 
information  in  the  rmort  of  the  Secretary  at 
the  Navy,  made  to  Congress  two  y«an  ipt, 
showing  the  number  of  officers  necessary  fur 
the  command  of  our  vessela  on  a  war  e8tablish> 
ment  In  Europe,  provisicai  is  made  for  the 
requinte  number  of  officers  in  war  by  emplDy- 
ing  a  much  larger  number  in  peaee  than  wodd 
be  connstent  with  the  settled  poUoy  sndcco- 
nomioal  habiU  of  the  United  Stalls.  Tint, 
then,  are  ve  to  do  ?  Without  expcrieaeed  lad 
ddlfnl  naval  officers,  ships  are  wHma,  asd  n 
cannot  afibrd  to  employ  in  peace  more  tliia 
half  the  number  that  wiU  be  necessary  in  vs. 
I  innst,  sir,  that  a  naval  academy  will  afioid 
us  the  means  of  surmounting  this  diffiniJtj  is 
an  eo^,  safe,  and  economic^  way.  K  tmAj 
the  whole  number  of  yonr  midshiianai  vcn 
thoroughly  educated  men,  and  fit  to  be  lieottit> 
ants,  (which  is  notoriously  not  the  ease  it 
present,)  you  could,  in  the  event  of  a  var,  0 
up  the  post  captiuns  from  your  master  cou- 
mandants,  complete  the  list  of  masters  fna 
your  lieutMumts,  and  make  as  many  of  todt 
midshiinnen  lieutenants  as  ttM  senric*  mi^ 
require.  Ton  ccHild  thai  hsve  icmaiiuiifc  p«i- 
haps  about  one-half  of  the  reqni^  nnmber  of 
weil-inBtructed  mid^ipmen,  and  do  doaUesn 
exist,  that,  with  this  number,  the  detieiw; 
might  be  safely  supplied  from  the  pronuoiQ 
yonng  men  of  the  country.  The  present  <x- 
ganization  of  the  officers  would  admit  w 
such  arrangement.  The  number  of  vell-iB- 
Btmcted  men,  among  either  the  lieutoianuc 
the  midshipmen,  are  not,  and  never  an 
sufficient  to  affisrd  the  means  of  filling  op  th* 
higher  pades.  I  have  made  a  calcnUiioD  (O 
the  sntnect,  from  which  it  i^pears  that  a  mod- 
erate addition  to  the  present  nnmber  of  mi^ 
sbipmen,  with  the  aid  of  a  naval  sdiod,  voau 
enable  us  to  maintain  in  peace,  and  ata^ 
reascmable  expense,  a  number  of  offiosn  mr 
dent  to  command  all  oiur  vessete  in 
war ;  and  I  do  not  perodve  how  tUs  cu  u 
accomplished  in  any  other  w^. 

I  have  now  gone  through  what  I  intended  lo 
say  on  this  subject.  In  propoung  the  q>pro- 
priation  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  a  yearn' 
the  gradoal  improvement  of  the  navy,  tberom* 
mittee  deemed  it  fair  and  proper  to  introdota 
into  the  bill  all  the  objects  to  wliicli  it  wH 
proposed  to  apply  that  fond.  The  Senate^ 
nave  a  connected  view  of  all  that  it  is  dc^p^ 
to  do  for  the  improvrauent  of  tbe  Kayy,  aod  by 
taking  thdr  opinitm  on  eadi  propoei^  *ff^ 
rately,  we  know  that  nothing  con  be  retainw 
in  the  biU  which  has  not  a  m^ority  is  ^ 
favor.  If  this  biU  shaU  pass,  very  little  wffl 
remain  to  be  done,  for  several  years  to  wib^ 
for  the  advanoement  cf  the  Navy.  It  wilt  m 
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ae^saarj,  indeed,  to  give  a  better  wgaolzation 
to  the  peioa  establishment,  and  to  revise  the 
Boles  and  Beguladona  ibr  the  Goveniment  oi 
t&a  Sarft  both  o[  which  oltfeets  will  raga^ 
tbe  early  and  earnest  attenUni  of  the  coninut- 
tee,  at  the  next  session.  Nothing  fbrther  will 
tbea  remain  to  be  done,  but  to  keep  the  sys- 
tem in  vigorons  and  harmooions  operation,  in 
order  to  fulfil  the  proudest  hopes  of  the  nation 
in  relation  to  the  Navy.  nr,  I  shall  have 
the  good  fortune  to  contribute  in  any  degree  to 
elef  ate  the  naval  character  of  the  country,  and 
to  odd  rigor  to  this  "  right  arm  of  onr  national 
defence,"  I  shall  connder  it  as  one  of  the  b^ 
piest  incidents  of  my  life. 

Ur.  RoBBixa  then  rose.    He  said,  to  the 
Tuy  able  and  fanprearive  ezpontion  made  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Oommlttee  of  the 
priaeiple  of  the  bffl,  and  of  ita  details^  I  beg  to 
Slid  a  flaw  wfxds  only  on  the  aaUeet  of  the 
Ural  academy*.   I  propose  to  speak  merely  to 
tliis  tbdtract  qnesUon :  Is  it  expedient  for  the 
United  States  to  establish  a  naval  academy? 
I  AmU  forbear  to  touch  upon  those  principles 
npoB  which  the  plan  Bhonld  be  formed  and  ad- 
justed, in  order  to  ensure  its  anticipated  results. 
Hioae  principles  would  open  on  interesting  field 
of  iaqairy ;  but  a  field  too  wide  to  be  attempt- 
ed on  the  present  occasion :  for,  among  other 
tiling  it  would  lead  to  the  ozamination  of 
eertuD  opinions,  which  appear  to  me,  however 
oomeerated  by  great  names,  or  by  long  and 
almost  oniveraal  adoption  in  practice,  to  be 
erraneoos,  opinions  which  have  an  extennve 
Wt  most  pemicions  influenoe  upon  the  wbcde 
bfL-tiness  of  education ;  opinions  which  abridge 
ita  improvement,  in  idl  instances,  and,  in  many, 
occasion  its  total  f^lure.    Butj  then,  to  do 
tbij,  ve  must  go  bock  to  principles,  must  go 
into  explimatjoDs,  most  ^ve  illnstrations.  Now, 
Kiilier  is  the  time  fitting  for  this  exporition, 
tor  vonld  it  be  seasonable  till  first  we  are 
■zreed  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  thing  itself. 
U  appears  to  me,  if  a  navy  is  to  be  a  part  of 
ov^item  of  common  defence,  for  our  oom- 
Boa  aeeority,  that  we  must  have  a  naval 
Mdemy;  that  is,  if  we  intend  to  adapt  onr 
MEUfl  to  the  ends  we  have  in  view.   Genius  is 
^  gift  (tf' nature;  but  art  Is  the  gift  of  ednca- 
^100.  This  is  tnie  of  all  the  arts,  not  excepting 
tbe  diglitest :  it  is  eminently  tme  of  the  great 
•tt  of  trar;  and  no  less  of  its  naval  than  cf  its 
militsry  branch.   No  man  was  ever  bom  an 
"rtirt  in  any  art,  not  even  in  tiiat  of  poetry, 
it  is  s^d,  poeta  naseitur,  fum  fit.  But 
uiii  is  a  Raying  of  poetic  vanity  or  poetic 
license.  The  gunins  is  bom,  but  the  poet  is 
natlc,  and  made  by  edacation,  as  every  artist 
"last  be.  It  may  happen  that  this  education 
I^y  be  wholly  given  to  the  individual  by  the 
inaiTidaal  himself;  he  then  is  supposed  to 
ura  had  no  education ;  whereas,  in  trath,  he 
J|>> then  had  the  best;  and  that  which  never 
nnlcfs  nature  hm  Mled  to  f^n  him  an 
^titade  fur  his  pursnit.   Some  Individnals  of 
tbiidaas  1  mean  the  aelf^diwated  daiB}  haw 
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astonished  the  world  by  their  power,  and  have 
astonished  it  the  more,  as  nothing  in  them  ia 
attributed  to  edncatlon,  but  every  thing  to  the 
ibroe  ot  nature;  whereas,  in  trath,  these  are 
the  very  individuals  who,  of  all  outers,  wero 
the  most  indebted  to  education :  for  leaminft 
that  is,  to  know  what  others  have  known,*  u 
not  education,  as  it  is  commonly  supposed  to 
be,  Education  is  that  system  of  exercise  which 
develops  and  perfects  the  faculties  of  the  in- 
dividual; and  which  system  is  dictated  and 
formed,  as  to  the  ^ven  art,  by  the  principles 
of  that  art.  Here  is  found  the  tme  secret  of 
those  results  which  astonish  us  so  much  in  the 
education  of  the  ancients :  its  infallibility,  in 
every  instance  in  which  natore  had  givea  the 
fiumlty  to  be  improved;  the  rapidity  of  its 
iqieri^on  In  devdoping  the  tuiamj  and  giving 
to  it  ita  ultimate  perfwtion ;  Mid  the  snUimo 
heights  to  which  that  perfection  ascended: 
results  so  astonishing,  that  they  would  be  in- 
credible to  1U,  if  we  hod  them  only  In  I^istory 
or  tradition,  and  had  not  the  monumoits  re- 
maining to  attest  their  existence.  If  a  country 
is  to  have  a  particnlor  kind  of  talent  for  its 
service,  it  must  be  indebted  for  it  to  the  ap- 
propriate education ;  and  the  only  question  is, 
whether  it  will  depend  for  this  education  upon 
accident  or  upon  system ;  upon  such  education 
03  it  may  happen  Uiat  individuals  may  happen 
to  give  Uicmsolves,  or  upon  such  as  the  coun- 
try may  provide,  and  by  which  it  may  be 
oertidn  that  the  kind  of  talent  wanted  will  be 
prodnoed,  and  will  be  forthcoming  when 
wanted,  and  as  wanted!  No  one,  I  think, 
will  hedtato  to  say,  that  the  latter  of  the  two, 
system  rather  tlinn  aoeident,  will  be  the  pro- 
ferable  resoiiroe.  All  our  prosperity,  all  oar 
prospeota  of  its  continuance  and  increase,  dfr- 
I>end  on  onr  security;  that  depends  on  onr 
means  of  common  defence,  and  the  efficiency 
of  those  lAeans.  Now,  the  Navy  is  the  princi- 
pal mean  of  those  means ;  it  is  the  right  arm 
of  the  Union ;  and  the  strength  of  that  arm 
depends  upon  that  skill  which  education  alone 
can  give.  The  rovennes  of  the  country  depend 
on  its  commerce ;  that  depends  on  its  protec- 
tion ;  and  that,  agun,  on  the  Kavy ;  the  Navy 
on  its  tactics;  and  these  on  edneation. 

In  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  looking  at 
onr  security ;  looking  at  all  oar  interests  de- 
pendhii^  on  Uiat  security ;  we  see  tliat  this  edn- 
eation IS  indispeuitable.  Bot  it  may  be  sud, 
that  the  Navy  itself  is  a  naval  school.  It  is  so ; 
it  u  valuable  and  indispensable  as  a  school ; 
bat  we  want  this  academy  as  subsidiary  to  this 
school ;  OS  the  means  of  giving  to  that  school 
the  most  perfect  efficiency.  A  blind  mechani- 
cal practice,  no  doubt,  will  improve  the  facnlty, 
and  make  a  tolerable  artist ;  but  it  is  only  that 
enlightened  exercise,  which  is  directed  and 
regdated  by  principle,  that  makes  the  consum- 
mate artist  in  any  art.  It  is  the  combination 
of  acienoe  and  discipline  that  is  wonted ;  and 
this  may  be,  and  will  be,  effected,  by  means  of 
the  aeademy,  and  is  not  to  be  e^teoted  withont 
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one ;  at  least,  not  with  the  same  certainty,  nor 
to  the  same  extent.  The  aimy,  too,  ia  a  miti- 
tarj  adiool ;  still  we  have  (me  ndUtarT-  acad- 
emy, and  some  are  contemplating  tiie  establisli- 
ment  of  another.  Cm  there  be  any  donbt  bnt 
this  tnatltntiMi  is  proTiding  the  conntry  with 
militaiy  talent  fiur  beyond  what  the  disi^pline 
of  the  anny  alone  wonld  provide  it)  I  shonld 
suppose  there  coold  be  but  one  answer  to  that 
question.  The  navy  of  Great  Britain,  too,  is  a 
naval  school — a  most  ezoellent  school;  still 
Great  Britain  has  a  naval  academy.  The  navy 
of  France,  too,  is  a  naval  school,  not  so  good, 
perhaps,  as  the  British  or  the  American,  bat 
still  fl  school ;  yet  France  has  a  navel  academy. 
These  older  and  more  experienced  countries 
have  found  it  of  great  use,  as  no  doubt  we 
■honld,  to  connect  the  preparatory  institntion 
of  an  aoademy  with  the  anbseqaent  and  per- 
fecting discipline  of  the  Kavy.  llie  expense  of 
the  instittmon  will  be  something,  it  is  true; 
but  nothing  to  be  UAt  as  a  burthen  on  the 
finances  of  the  coTUtry ;  nothing  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  benefit  of  the  results  to  l^e  an- . 
ticipated  from  the  institution.  Still,  I  am 
.  aware  that  the  expediency  most  depend,  more 
or  less,  upon  the  plan  itself  of  the  institution. 
That  a  plan  may  be  devised  that  will  moke  it 
expedient  for  the  country,  I  have  no  donbt ; 
that  a  plan  may  be  devised  that  will  make  it 
the  most  useful  of  all  our  iostitntions,  I  have 
no  donbt — not  only  as  to  its  ^rect  mKt  on 
the  Navy  itself^  but  by  its  collateral  effect  !n 
practically  illnstrating  the  inflntto  effect  of 
edncationf  when  conducted  on  its  proper  prin- 
ciples. 

I  take  leave,  in  concludon,  to  suggest  one 
other  consideration,  which,  however  visionary 
it  may  appear  to  others,  has  weight  with  me, 
and  constitutes  one  source  of  my  anxiety  for 
this  establishment.  The  day,  I  think,  is  coming 
— I  hope  it  is  a  distant  day — when  the  United 
States  will  be  obliged  to  dispute  for  the  su- 
premacy of  the  ocean.  It  is  evident  tliat  the 
statesmen  of  Great  Britain  are  looking  forward, 
and  not  without  anxiety,  to  the  possibility, 
uty,  to  the  probability  of  tneh  &  cimtest,  and 
with  na.  Desperate,  desperate  Indeed,  will  be 
the  battles  in  which  that  question  will  be  de- 
dded.  Hot  like  the  battle  of  the  Kile,  or  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar,  where  the  combatants  were 
unequal ;  they  wiU  be  battles  in  which  Greek 
will  meet  Greek ;  battles,  in  which  the  whole 
resources  of  valor  and  <^  discipline,  of  genius 
and  of  Bcience,  will,  on  both  sides,  be  displayed 
and  exhausted;  battles,  that  will  resound 
through  history  in  all  future  time.  It  is 
evident,  I  say,  that  Great  Britain  is  looking 
forward  to  that  importuit  day ;  that  she  con- 
siders the  United  States  as  the  only  power 
over  likely  to  dispute  with  her  the  empire  of 
the  seas ;  that  if  that  sceptre  which  she  now 
holds,  and  has  hdd  so  lon^  is  ever  to  be 
wrested  from  her  grasp,  the  United  States  are 
to  wrest  it.  In  these  opinions  of  hers,  are  to 
he  foond  the  true  secret     thoae  cNHnmendal 


regulations  of  which  we  so  much  complain— 
r^olalions  in  which  her  conunneial  mterat 
seon  88  little  consnlted  as  onr  own.  Tbe  ob- 
ject of  Hiem  is  not  commerce,  but  pdiey;  tbe 
object  is  to  retard  the  growth  of  our  conuna^ 
cial  marine ;  to  put  ofi^  and,  if  posable,  to  pre- 
vent, the  evil  day  which  she  appreh^dsDuy 
come.  I  called  it  a  secret,  bnt  it  is  no  secret 
This  object  has  been  most  distinctly  avowed 
by  one  of  her  most  leadingstatesmen,  ia  speal:- 
ing  of  the  policy  of  Great  Brit^  in  her  D&ri^ 
tion  laws :  I  allude  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Qasbi- 
son,  delivered  in  the  House  of  CoouiKais,  in 
May  last  He  says:  "The  House  is  swm 
that  our  navigation  laws  have  a  twofdd  ob- 
ject ;  first,  to  create  and  maintain  in  this  oouii- 
try  a  great  c<muna<dal  marine ;  and,  «eoon%, 
an  otgect,  not  leaa  Impcnlant  in  the  eyes  of 
statesmen,  to  prevent  any  one  other  na^ 
from  engrossing  too  large  aportifmof  Aensn- 
gation  of  the  rMt  of  the  world.*^  Hence  ve  see 
why  other  commercial,  but  minor  States,  bsre 
commercial  arrangemente  made  with  then,  mi 
favorable  to  them,  which  are  refbsed  to  tbe 
United  States.  Of  the  growth  of  the  commtf- 
cial  marine  of  those  States,  she  is  not  jealoas; 
she  has  no  occasion  to  be ;  bnt  of  the  giowih 
of  the  commercial  marine  of  the  United  Ststei, 
she  is  jealous,  and  would  gladly  restrun  that 
growth.  She  sees  in  the  infant  Kavy  of  tbe 
United  States,  a  young  giant,  and  ataid[iates 
witli  alarm,  ita  growing  atroigtfa.  Kor,  la 
she  is  looking  to  the  fuore,  and  acting  vith 
reference  to  the  Aitnre,  as  re^xds  the  Uuted 
States,  onght  not  Uie  United  States  to  be  «qiisllT 

Srovident  of  the  Aitnre,  as  r^ords  Gicit 
iritain  t  Equally  attentive  to  all  the  mm 
which  may  best  qualify  them  to  meet  tbe  de- 
mands of  that  fotnre  1  Let  prudence  make  tbe 
reply.  But,  however  visionary  thisspeoiIttioB 
may  be  in  me — however  little  oonsiderstioD  it 
may  receive,  or  be  entitled  to  receive,  fr«n 
otliera— still,  I  flatter  myself  that  tbe  other 
grounds  on  which  the  adoption  of  this  measare 
has  been  urged,  will  not  be  deemed  viamuy, 
nor  insufficient  to  procure  for  it  the  approU- 
tion  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  GiuKDLn  said,  that  the  Ull  reminded 
him  of  the  Alkoran;  he  believed  that  nesrir 
every  chs^iter  in  it  began  somehow  in  this 
— God  is  great,  or  God  is  good;  and  stanoat 
every  section  of  this  bill  begins  with  *'tlie 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  b&  sod  be 
is  hereby,  authorized."  And,  if  he  understood 
the  Ghurman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  leave  so  much  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  IVeaident,  because  the  committee 
could  not  agree  how  one  thing  should  be  done, 
or  where  the  other  shoidd  be  done ;  and  tliit 
the  committee  did  not  believe  that  the  Senate 
would  be  more  likely  to  agree  than  the  com- 
mittee. This  was  sofficient  to  satisfy  him  (Mr. 
0.)  that  the  bill  was  not  snfficiendy  vnior 
stood,  and  that  it  embraced  such  importsnt 
principles,  he  did  not  beUere  it  oonid  be  under- 
stood dnnng  the  few  remrining  dqrs  ot  the 
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aesstoD.  ^  there  vas  bo  mneh  otiher  imppr- 
tut  buiDeas  which  must  be  acted  npon,  ne^ 
therefore,  mored  to  lay  the  Mil  on  the  table. 

Kr.  SiLSBEx  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had,  in  his  remarks  upon 
diy-docks,  said,  that,  in  heaving  veesela  down 
for  tlie  puipose  of  repairing,  great  ii^xaj  was 
iaae.  lie  had  often  been  led  to  observe  this 
fuL  It  was  the  custom  in  building  ships,  to 
pnt  ealt  between  the  timbers.     In  heaving 
donn,  the  salt  often  became  ii^ared  by  being 
Tet,  and  the  seams  were  impaired.   This  was 
t  contiimal  source  of  injury,  as  everr  ship  must, 
after  remaining  any  time  In  port,  be  hove  out 
before  going  to  sea,  first  on  one  side,  and  then 
on  the  other.    The  struo,  in  doing  this,  was 
THT  great ;  and  it  was  impoariUe,  in  most  in- 
ttancea,  to  do  it  In  the  Winter.  He  had  heard 
nunj  naval  architects  say,  that  they  would  not 
take  the  resp<»uibilitie8  upon  themselves  of 
heariag  out  a  ahip  in  the  Winter.   In  New 
Ei^Band,  this  custom  has  been  abandoned, 
rinoe  tho  erectioa  of  railways,  and  so  great  was 
the  employment  for  those  establishments,  and 
Each  their  advantage,  that  ships  were  often  de- 
lated a  month  for  their  chance  in  the  railway ; 
and  it  was  also  in  contemplation  to  establish 
dry-dockB.  If  a  ship  was  now  ordered  to  go  to 
m,  it  would  be  necessary  to  examine  her,  and 
nuko  repairs.   To  do  this  by  the  former  pro- 
tm  much  time  must  be  taken  up,  beside  tho 
iaof^er  incnrrcd  in  the  process ;  while  a  veasel 
oHiid  be  taken  on,  examined,  and  diadiarged, 
from  a  dock,  in  a  few  days,  without  the  slightest 
risk  or  injury.  IIo  was  therefbre  very  doirous 
that  this  portion  of  the  bill  shonld  be  retired, 
yir.  Smtto,  of  Maryland,  said,  ho  had  never 
Iicard  a  clearer  elucidation  of  a  bill,  than  bad 
beea  made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee ;  nor  did  ho  think  a  bill  had  ever  been 
draftn  in  a  more  able  or  more  careful  manner. 
Eiery  proviaon  had  been  weighed  with  judg- 
ment, and  he  gave  his  entire  coincidence  in  the 
Bwssnre.   If  he  understood  the  design  of  tliis 
bill,  it  was  the  outline  of  naval  improvement, 
which  Tos  hereafter  to  be  filled  up  by  Congress, 
•>  neoesn^  required^  or  as  should  be  thought 
St  It  Uxtk  up  certam  great  objects,  and  com- 
inoced  a  plui  by  whioh  th^y  were  to  be  8t> 
t^ned.  The  first  {ffovision  in  the  Ull  was  one 
of  very  great  importance — the  accumulation  of 
timber.  We  have  now  in  store,  timber  for  the 
tnctioD  of  a  certain  number  of  ships  of  the 
Gh.  But  when  that  is  exhausted,  what  was 
then  to  be  done?   And  suppose  another  war 
ihould  overtake  us:  suppose  Great  Britain 
thoold  agua  impress  our  seamea  i   We  cannot 
shut  Qp  our  ports  as  a  means  of  defence,  unless 
ve  wish  to  starve  our  merchants;  but  must 
meet  them  with  unequal  force.     But  i^  by 
acnimiilating  timber  and  other  materials,  we 
go  OQ  sad  build  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  retain- 
ing the  nuans  to  increase  oar  navy  as  necessity 
Btqr  rcmdre,  we  might  then  d^  our  enemies: 
W6  ndght  say  to  England  and  mnce,  thus  fkr 
go,  bnt  no  &rther.   If  England  in- 


vaded us,  we  might  throw  into  the  scale  the 
trade  of  France ;  <»,  if  France  invaded,  the 
trade  of  En^^and ;  and  thus  keep  up  the  eqoi- 
librium  of  prosperity.  Timber  was  an  essential 
article  for  the  increase  of  the  navy ;  because 
without  proper  care  and  management,  it  be- 
came unsound,  or  so  far  exhausted  as  to  moke 
it  difficult  to  obtain  a  supply.  Of  copper,  he 
thought  there  was  no  need  of  making  pro- 
vision, as  this  country  produced  it  in  sumctent 
quantities  for  any  emergency.  If  cordage  was 
stored  for  future  use,  it  would  be  lost  by  decay. 
Besides,  there  was  never  a  scarcity  of  that  arti- 
cle. So  that  he  considered  it  advisable  to  pass 
the  bUl  as  It  stood^  and  make  any  additions 
hereafter,  as  they  might  be  suggested  by  expe- 
rience. The  so^eot  of  dry-dodcs  had  been  so 
welt  and  so  fiillj  treated  by  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Gart^na  and  Massaohnsetts,  that  he  did 
not  tblnk  it  necessary  fbr  him  to  add  any  thing  in 
relation  to  it.  He  should  only  say,  that  although 
he  was  not  fond  of  referring  decisions  to  the 
Executive,  under  all  oiroumstanoes,  he  could 
not  but  think  that  the  committee  had  taken  a 
wise  course  in  this  case.  Had  the  location 
been  left  to  Congress,  it  might  have  brought 
on  a  debate,  whioh  might  have  lost  the  bill, 
lie  remembered  an  instance  of  a  debate  which 
took  place  upon  the  location  of  a  fortttication. 
Every  member  had  a  favorite  site,  whioh  was, 
in  his  opinion,  better  than  any  other ;  and  it 
was  finally  found  to  be  necessary  to  leave  the 
locaUon  to  the  President.  This  was  a  p<dite 
manner  of  commanding  tiie  President  to  make 
the  location,  and  it  was,  in  fact,  putting  no  in- 
dividual discretion  into  his  hands.  He  would 
do  it  with  the  advice  of  experienced  otHcers, 
well  acqnunted  with  the  subject,  and  would 
also  apply  to  the  Navy  Board,.  So  tliat,  npon 
tho  wnole,  it  was  l>etter  to  leavo  it  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, than  to  be  debated  for  in  Congress, 
On  the  subject  of  the  Naval  Academy,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  appeared  to  think  it  useless, 
OS  all  the  education  roquired  could  be  obtained 
on  board  ship.  Mr.  S.  believed  tho  officers 
would  find  but  poor  education  there.  There 
were  many  reasons  why  an  academy  was  as 
much  required  to  be  attached  to  otur  Na^  as 
to  our  army.  Our  army  fight  at  home  and  do 
not  need  wt  thorough  acquaintance  with  mmj 
brandies  of  study,  that  is  required  by  naval 
officers.  Our  Navy,  on  the  other  hand,  visit 
all  ports  of  the  world,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
the  officers  should  be  acquainted,  not  only  with 
navigation,  but  with  the  French  and  Spanish 
languages.  The  former  has  become  common 
in  this,  and  in  every  civilized  country.  The 
latter  was  fast  becoming  so ;  and  considering 
the  intercourse  which  existed,  and  was  fast  in- 
creasing, between  this  country  and  the  South 
American  Republics,  was  highly  important, 
and  necessary  to  finish  the  educmon  of  naval 
officer.  There  were  other  branches  q{  learning 
sUU  more  easmtial,  and  whidi  cotild  not  often 
be  metered  on  board.  He  had  known  many 
mid^pmen  ctf  talents,  who  had  served  sevoi 
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jcars,  who  hod  a  thorongh  knowledge  of 

tactics,  and  were  In  every  respect  promising 
Toung^  men,  who  could  not  pass  the  Board  of 
Examiners  for  want  of  sufficient  knowledge  of 
astronomy  and  mathematics.  Their  sittutioii 
alone  and  the  absence  of  the  facilities,  prevent- 
ed them  from  attaining  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions. It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  midship- 
men should  be  able  to  obtain  all  their  knowl- 
edge of  navigation,  in  a  school.  But  Spanish, 
French,  mathematics,  and  astronomy,  they 
eould  attain  there;  and  they  would  thus  be 
enabled,  when  they  were  abroad,  to  appear  in 
any  Bociety,  to  the  credit  of  themselves  and 
their  ooontiy.  A  sufficient  knowledge  of  these 
branches  coald  be  obtdned  In  two  or  three 
years,  and  they  then  would  commence  their 
career  at  sea,  and  finish  their  education  by 
learning  the  management  of  a  ship,  her  guns, 
&c.  As  the  midshipmen  !n  the  service  of  the 
United  States  conltl  not  rise  by  favor,  it  was 
plain  that  they  mast  have  merit  to  obtain  pro- 
motion. As  it  was  at  ^)resent,  they  could  not 
bo  promoted  until  after  nme  years'  service ;  and 
they  surely  ought  to  have  every  facility  to  en- 
able them  to  rise  after  that  period,  if  they  had 
merit  to  entitle  them  to  advancement.  To 
bring  forward  young  officers  entitled  by  their 
qnolities  to  distinction,  this  school  would  havo 
an  admirable  effect,  and,  in  every  view,  it  ap- 

1 wared  to  him  as  promising  the  most  beneficial 
nflnenoe  in  advancing  tlie  character,  and  in- 
creasing the  con6dence  of  the  people,  in  the 
riglit  arm  of  our  defences,  and  in  adding  to  tlio 
composare  and  security  with  which  tins  coun- 
try would  meet  a  future  war,  wliich,  although 
now  apparently  far  off,  miglit,  at  some  future 
period,  visit  us.  Should  such  a  time  arrive, 
the  chief  means  of  repelling  invasion  would  bo 
found  to  exist  in  our  maritime  armaments; 
and  then  the  nation  would  liave  canse  to  re- 
joice at  the  timely  prudence  that  had  strength- 
ened the  rinewB  and  enlarged  the  growth  of 
our  gallant  Navy. 

Mr.  NoBut  said,  for  his  own  part  ho  looked 
with  a  fovorable  eye  upon  this  bill;  not  be- 
caase  ho  was  to  reap  any  pecnliar  advantages 
from  it,  but  because  the  wise  people  of  the  pres- 
ent generation  were  now  returning,  and  he  was 
glad  to  see  it,  to  the  good  old-fashioned  John 
Adams  system  of  national  defence.  He  would 
not  now  stop  to  inquire  who  had  formerly  cast 
so  much  reproach  and  ridicule  upon  it;  nor 
would  he  say  wliat  fancifnl  gunboat  systems 
had  intervened.  Let  Ihera  all  pass— they  were 
only  M'orth  remembering  for  the  sake  of  the 
lesson  thftt  was  to  be  learnt  from  them.  In 
goinc  bock  to  former  times,  he  might  havo 
asked  what  new  terror  had  made  gentlemen 
afraid  to  trust  the  President?  Afhud  to  trust 
the  President — to  do  what?  Why,  to  do  what 
belongs  to  his  dnty — to  consult  the  officers 
about  him,  upon  subjects  which  come  directly 
nnder  their  observation,  and  make  a  decision 
from  the  advice  he  may  obtun  1  He  did  not 
Me  what  this  fear  conld  arise  from,  and  it  was 
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a  new  sabject  of  apprehennoD.  I  am  glad 
[said  Mr.  N.  in  conclusian]  that  our  stateaDcn 
have  at  last  come  back  to  the  naval  poUcr  of 
John  Adams,  notwithstanding  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  tradnoed ;  and  now  they  bsd 
done  so,  he  hoped  they  would  stick  to  it:  for 
wisdom  late  found,  was  better  than  none.  He 
rejoiced  to  see  men  of  iotelligenoe  com*  out  ia 
support  of  the  Kavy,  which  he  looked  uino 
as  the  right  arm  of  the  country.  He  hoped  iU 
interests  and  welfare  would  be  attcDued  to,  j 
Steadily,  and  p^rnanently ;  and  then,  if  vn  [ 
came,  the  countiy  wonld  know  where  to  lode 
for  defence. 

Mr.  Smith,  Sonth  (^undina,  aaid  he  eoild 
not  Toto  for  the  whole  of  the  bill  at  this  6m. 
IIo  wished  to  have  that  portion  relating  to  s 
Kaval  Academy  stmck  oat.  The  subject  to 
him  was  a  new  one,  and  it  wonld  be  attotded  • 
with  expense,  of  the  extent  of  which  they  were 
not  yet  aware.  He  thought  the  Senate  sboold 
havo  more  information  on  this  subject  before  it 
acted.  If  this  portion  was  stricken  oat,  sod 
time  allowed  to  invest%ate  the  subject,  be 
would  vote  for  the  bill.  He,  therefcwe,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  7th,  Stfa,  9Ui,  10a^  and  lltb, 
sections.  * 

Mr.  IIi-TicB  said  that  he  wonld  give  bisral- 
Icogne  all  the  information  in  his  power  on  the 
subject.  The  propoution  in  relatum  to  a  Naviii 
School,  was  not  a  now  one.  It  liad  been  acted 
upon  daring  the  last  session,  bad  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive  the  session  Mon,  | 
and  had  a^  been  most  fnlly  iliscaseedl.  As  to  , 
the  expense,  information  was  last  year  lequMt- 
cd  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  had 
given  an  estimate,  which  it  was  supposed  vas 
OS  accurate  as  any  compatadon  upon  the  sub- 
ject could  be  made.  That  estimate  gave,  as  th« 
probable  cost  of  tlio  establishment  of  the  sdioc^ 
80,000  dollars.  The  permanent  expense  the 
establishment  was  computed  at  a  much  smalla 
sum  than  that  required  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy.  Many  of  the  profaeonof 
the  naval  school,  it  was  proposed  to  select  from 
the  offiews  of  Uie  Kavy,  already  in  the  psjr  of 
the  Govenm»nt;  so  that  the  charge  fot  wo- 
fessordiips  would  bo  comparatively  smaU.  Tbs 
pupils  were  not  expected  to  be  as  nnrnmms  m 
those  at  the  Military  Academy ;  and  it  was  sl« 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  sloop  U 
war  to  be  attached  to  the  school,  was  not  to  be 
specially  appointed  for  that  purpose,  but  vas 
to  bo  one  stationed  on  the  coast,  on  actoal  ser- 
vice ;  consequently,  the  midshipmen  sod  offi- 
cers, while  employed  on  board,  would  take  the 
place  of  others,  and  thus  be  no  extra  expose, 
as  the  same  number  of  officers  most  be  eni- 
ployed,  whetlier  there  was  a  whool  or  not. 
On  the  whole,  he  thought  the  annual  exp«Es 
of  the  academy  would  not  so  beyond  a  few 
thousand  dollars.  He  had  aaid  thus  much  fi<' 
the  infbrmatioD  of  his  colleiuae.  I^  after  all, 
he  ehonld  not  be  satisfied,  Mr.  H.  ooold  only 
say  that  he  should  regret  itl 

Mr.  H.  f  ortlter  observed,  that  it  was  not  mp- 
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posed  that  tlM  acliool  voaM  be^  b/  any  means, 
ID  expensive  one. 

The  <|aestion  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Buitr 
Y«9  tlwi  taken,  and  (leaded  in  the  negadve, 
19  to  31. 

Mr.  S»Tn,  of  South  Carolina,  sud  he  was 
Dot  DOW  prepared  to  pass  a  bill  so  important 
IS  thL<s  withoat  a  Ml  iDTestigation  of  its  merits. 
He  had  not  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
dnring  the  sessions  in  which  this  provimon  had 
been  discussed.  He  was,  therefore,  unao- 
quiotcd  with  the  grounds  which  had  been 
tak«B  for  and  against  it.  He  had  listened  to 
the  doqaent  remarks  of  bis  ooUeague  this 
DorDing;  but,  in  doing  that,  he  b^  heard 
nlj  one  ode  ot  the  question.  As  this  was 
a  time  of  pn^nnd  peace^  he  d^  not  think  a 
Karal  Aeademj  immediately  necessary.  At 
idl  erenta,  he  wished  time  to  consider  the  anb- 
jcct,  tod  expreas  his  opinion  upon  it.  He 
Tould,  tbereftne,  more  to  lay  the  UU  upon  tJie 
table  until  to-morrow,  bnt  waired  hia  motion 
at  the  reqnest  of  his  colleague. 

Some  forther  conversation  took  place  between 
Slesn^  Hat3>b,  Johnson  of  Ken.,  and  Holmbb  ; 
vh«i  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  having  re- 
Hired  the  motion  miade  by  Hr.  Smith,  of  South 
Carolins— the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  mi  the 
tible  ttU  to-morrow. 


FmDXT,  Febnuuy  18. 
Aimrf  Academy, 
The  Senate  resmned  the  ni^nished  bnsiness 
yesterday,  which  was  the  eonnderation  of 
the  bill  for  the  Gradual  ImprovemeDt  of  the 
SaTT. 

Mr.  SwTH,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
itriiceoat  the  Tth^  8th,  9th,  and  10th  sections, 
pnnidiDg  for  the  erection  and  oovemmeut  of  a 
Xiral  Academy.  He  had  the  honor  yesterday 
to  offer  aorae  objections  to  this  feature  of  the 
biU.  as  v<Hthy  more  mature  consideration,  for 
Thicb  he  had  wished  it  to  lay  over  for  a  sepa- 
nta  investigation.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
oUier  parts  of  the  bill ;  but  agreed  MiUrely  in 
tbe  Tfews  mtertuned  by  the  Naval  Oomnuttee, 
of  the  hnportance  preserving  a  store  of  Uve 
wk  thnb^  kft  ftaitnre  use,  providing  thereby  a 
pennanent  stock,  to  be  kept  ontil  called  for  by 
fatare  eiigency.  This  object  had  been  tfaonght 
of  fimneriy,  and  acts  passed  upon  it  Whether 
the  oliject  bad  been  fully  attained,  was  very 
doabtfnl  at  any  rate,  he  saw  no  objection  to  the 
pa'«age  of  the  present  bill,  so  far  as  this  object 
*as  {^ntemplated.  Nor  did  he  find  any  objec- 
&m  to  the  plan  which  had  been  promulgated, 
a  rtUtiou  to  dry-docks.  He  had  believed,  be- 
iire  he  heard  the  able  argument  in  their  favor, 
of  his  colleague,  that  they  were,  if  not  abso- 
necessary,  at  least  very  useful ;  and  that, 
Msides  the  aervicea  to  be^cpected  flrom  them, 
promised  in  the  end,  to  lessen  the  ezpen* 
aitare  of  the  Government  for  the  r^wir  of 
■hlns.  Thus  fiar,  be  went  with  the  committee 
indthdrbiU.  Bnt  here  he  most  st(^  Usefbl 


as  he  believed  these  providona,  he  dioald  not, 
on  piinaple,  vote  far  the  bill,  if  the  prqjeot 
of  a  Naval  Aoademy  were  to  be  retained.  To 
this  pn^eet  he  had  tne  most  insaperable  objeo- 
tions,  founded,  not  only  on  theoretical  specula- 
tioDS,  but  np<Hi  practical  experience.  It  was 
true,  tiiat  his  oclleagne  bad  sud  that  the  sub- 
ject was  discussed,  and  its  merits  settled  in  the 
Senate  last  year ;  but  to  Hr.  S.  this  was  no  ar- 
gument for  letting  it  pass  at  this  time.  He 
was  not  present  laat  year,  and  consequently  the 
discussion  was  lost  to  him.  If  others  hod  been 
convinced,  he  also  required  to  l>e,  before  he 
could  give  his  sanction  to  this  contemplated  in- 
stitution. What  he  had  heard  yesterday,  from 
his  c<^leagae,  did  not  at  all  satis^  him,  and  he 
eonld  not  snbaoribe  to  the  dootrmes  that  gm- 
tleman  then  advanced,  or  the  effects  antidpated 
by  Mm.  There  was  already  a  Military  Aoade- 
my in  this  country ;  and  as  the  plan  laid  down 
for  the  iBiitation  of  Government,  In  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Naval  Academy,  was  drawn  from 
the  institution  at  West  Point,  he  thought  it 
would  be  but  fair  to  deduce  from  the  condition 
and  effects  of  that  already  established,  the 
measure  of  good  <x  evil  to  be  attained  or  fear- 
ed by  the  erection  of  the  institution  projected. 
Wliatever  good  tendency  the  Military  Academy 
might  have  hod  upon  our  military  character,  or 
upon  the  organization  of  the  Army,  he  believed 
there  were  many  very  sennble  men  who  felt  as 
much  anxiety  for  the  defence  (A  the  oonntiy  as 
eonld  be  folt  by  any  patriotic  mind,  yet  who 
thought  this  milita^  system  carried  too  fiiir. 
He  believed^  in  1802,  the  number  of  students 
at  West  Pomt  was  only  ten,  and  it  was  then 
the  sole  object  of  the  institution  to  rear  En- 
gineers for  the  purpose  of  surveying  the  vast 
country  which  we  possess,  and  to  elevate  our 
Army  in  this  peculiar  branch  of  the  science  of 
war  to  a  level  with  those  of  other  coantries. 
But  the  character  of  this  institution  changed  aa 
it  advanced,  by  the  operation  of  various  cir- 
cumstances, until,  at  length,  we  find  it  at  the 
present  moment,  containing  npwards  of  260 
students.  He  had  thought  ^at  one  of  the  laws 
relating  to  this  Academy,  had  limited  the  nnm- 
ber  4»  cadets  to  260 ;  but,  on  refwence  being 
had  to  the  Attomey-GeneraL  he  gave  it  as  hu 
opinion  tlmt  the  SfiO  to  whidi  the  nnmber  was 
limited,  were  in  addition  to  the  ten  admitted 
l>y  the  law  of  1802.  Thns  the  number  hod  risen 
to  260.  And,  to  him,  it  appeared  that  thia 
was  carrying  the  militaiy  establishment  too  for. 
Did  the  United  States  want,  as  Engineers,  all 
the  men  who  would  thns  obtain  military  edu- 
cations? Certainly  not  Were  they  wonted 
to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  army  ?  The  army  is  now 
overflowing.  What  then  was  the  necessity  for 
such  on  overflow  of  military  education?  lie 
was  not  one  who  would  wisli  to  stint  the  conn- 
try  in  the  means  of  defence ;  nor  was  he  one 
who  wished  a  military  spirit  to  become  too 
graeraL  But  for  every  nsefhl  military  purpose 
he  looked  upon  the  vast  expenditure  to  which 
tbo  conntry  was  SDlf|eetea  by  the  Military 
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Acactem7,  as,  in  a  great  measure,  a  nselese 
waste.  The  question  which  sugeested  Itself  to 
his  mind,  was,  whether  all  this  edncation  would 
make  men  victorious  Generals;  whetjier  they 
conld  serve  their  country  with  a  better  chance 
of  Buccess  ?  And  to  what  bnt  experience  and 
facts  could  the  question  be  referred  t  If  we  go 
back  to  history,  we  shall  find  martjal  feats 
achieved  with  as  mneh  gallantry  and  as  com- 
plete BDooeas,  as  in  modem  timei^  with  the  ex- 
ception perh^e,  ai  a  nngle  instaooe.  The  feme 
01  Jtdius  Oesar,  and  his  victories,  were  in  the 
month  of  every  one.  Yet  Julias  Cnsar  was 
not  reared  up  in  a  Kilitary  Academy.  He  was 
a  Roman  lawyer,  Imowing  in  his  early  life  no 
more  of  military  edncation,  than  did  any  other 
civilian  of  that  city — ^but  his  battles  have  been 
looked  upon  as  exhibiting  oonsmnmate  skill,  as 
well  as  uncommon  valor.  But  to  come  down 
to  modem  times,  the  Duke  of  Marlborongh  had 
seldom  been  equalled  in  his  day  for  bravery 
and  snooess ;  yet  he  was  not  educated  in  a  Mil- 
itary Academy ;  nor  was  the  iisdd.  of  Orleans, 
whose  acts  have  exdted  wonder  and  admiral 
tion,  acqn^ted  witii  the  nilea  of  aden^o 
wamre ;  bat  whetiier  by  witohoraft  or  valor, 
she  eratriTed  to  overthrow  tiie  amiies  of  Eng- 
land, headed  by  learned  and  eiqperieneed  lead- 
ers. In  our  own  timeo,  even  in  our  late  war, 
where  were  our  most  sncoessftil  generals  edn* 
cated?  Where  did  Generals  Brown,  Uiller, 
and  Scott,  or  where  did  Colonel  Towson  obtdn 
their  education  1  Kot  in  a  Military  Academy. 
They  were  taught  in  the  field ;  and  their  talents 
and  bravery  pointed  out  the  way  to  victory, 
better  than  any  education  they  could  have  re- 
ceived. Without  education,  ^ey  displayed  as 
much  gallantry  as  was  ever  displayed  in  any 
age.  Mr.  8.  h«lieved  the  acts  <h  Towson  and 
^Uer  hod  seldom,  if  ever,  been  enselled.  He 
woald  ask  the  gendemau  on  hla  lef^  (General 
HABBiBoir,)— ^  was  not  informed  where  he  was 
reared ;  but  certainly  not  in  a  Military  Acad- 
emy— ^whether,  in  the  actions  in  which  he  was 
so  successfully  engaged,  he  found  the  absence 
of  education  any  dmwback  upon  bravery,  or 
any  bar  to  success  t  (He  Mr.  S.)  was  not  a  mii- 
itiuy  man,  and  tacticians  might  say  that  he  was 
arguing  against  the  acknowledged  lights  of  sci- 
ence. But  mve  me  a  brave  man  for  the  deeds 
of  war,  and  I  care  littJe  about  his  acquirements. 
Proofs  were  before  their  eyes  every  day,  to 
show  that  military  talent  would  unfold  itsell^ 
whenever  an  opportnni^  offered,  witlurat  estab- 
lishing norseries  for  Its  cnltivatiGn.  "Who  has 
behaved  mtun  gallanti^  or  fought  man  suc- 
oessfhlly  than  General  Jackson  f  And  was  be 
brought  up  in  a  Military  Academy?  No.  He 
was  bred  to  the  law,  and  sat  upon  the  bench ; 
and  had  gone  no  farther  than  to  be  a  General 
of  militia,  until  the  late  war.  Tet,  his  achieve- 
ments were  equal  to  those  of  any  general,  in 
any  age,  and  had  added  much  to  the  glory  of 
our  country.  These  men,  whose  names  he  had 
mentioned,  were  accomplished  gentlemen,  their 
manners  were  pdished;  but  they  w«e  not 
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learned  at  an  Academy.  They  had  r^ed  the 
renown  of  our  country  to  on  equality  with  tliit 
of  the  most  heroic  nation;  yet  they  owed  little 
or  nothing  to  education.  What,  then,  was  the 
necessity  of  an  Academy  to  teach  engineering 
when  such  men  could  be  produced  without  itf 
Mr.  S.  said  he  had  before  him  half  a  sheet  ai  ■ 
paper  filled  with  a  list  of  the  studies  attended 
to  at  West  Pointi  taken  from  an  able  reprat 
apon  the  snUect  ^e  here  read  tlmn.)  Then  j 
were  certdiuy  many  among  them  wluiui  would  \ 
as  well  have  suited  any  other  comae  of  ediwt-  >' 
tion  as  military.  He  had  asked  yesterday  wbit 
would  be  the  probable  cost  of  the  projected 
Naval  Academy ;  and  he  had  been  informed  hj 
his  colleague  that  80,000  dollars  would  probsb^ 
cover  all  expenses.  But  this  did  not  iudnde 
any  thing  further  than  the  erection  o€  the  build- 
ing, (fee  Contingent  expenses  and  current  ei-  ^ 
peoditores  were  not  taken  into  consideration. 
The  annual  expenditure  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy was  80,000  dollars ;  the  pay  of  the  cadets 
amounted  to  48,000  dollars — ^he  believed  it  vas 
nineteen  dollars  monthly  pay.  Bnt  it  wu 
worth  while  to  ask  who  goes  to  this  instita- 
tionf  And  this  was  a  dalicate  question,  he 
would  allow,  because  the  trath  was  perhaps  tbe 
most  disagreeable  thing  that  conld  be  taiA. 
The  aons  of  Members  of  Congress  were  the  can- 
didates, and  in  some  instances,  ^ree  or  four  ■ 
were  sent  in  snccesdon.  The  sons  of  tbe  Jud^ 
es  were  also  educated  at  the  Military  Academy. 
All  men  in  power  could  educate  their  childna 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  It  was  im- 
possible tiiat  it  should  he  otherwise,  when  it 
was  only  through  Congress  that  the  psLlic 
oould  approach  the  institution.  The  m«nbci8 
record  liteir  cadets,  and  it  is  then  left  to  tbe 
Department.  The  members  record,  as  a  matter 
of  oonrse,  their  own  sons  or  those  of  dieir 
IHends.  A  few  wealthy  men  wished  to  hare 
their  sons  educated ;  they  brought  them  up  to 
the  age  of  14,  with  a  common  educaUon,  snd  i 
then  ttiey  are  educated  and  entertained  for  fire 
years  at  the  public  expense.  About  60  left  the 
Academy  every  year,  and  occasioned  that  nnm- 
ber  of  vacancies  to  be  contested  for  by  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  others.  Was  tliis  con- 
sistent with  the  first  object  of  the  instituticml 
Hiis  system  did  not  point  out  the  adrancaDcnt 
of  youths  who  had  given  proofs  of  merit— bnt 
according  to  the  influenco  and  standing  of  tho» 
who  recommend  them.  Yon  educate  a  mass  of 
young  men,  and  who  fiwm  ammg  them  ims 
into  the  Armyt  Now  and  Oien.  me.  One^ 
periiaps,  out  m  twenty.  And  it  was  of  some 
importance  to  know  whether  there  could  be 
no  change  of  this  ^stem  ?  Whether  membon 
of  Congress  were  always  to  be  called  upon  to 
support  institutions  in  which  tliey  alone,  or 
nearly  so,  were  interested?  Whetlicr  there 
should  still  be  set  before  them  this  eerere 
trial  between  their  duties  and  their  interests  F 
I  say,  said  Mr.  S.,  you  cannot  resist  tliis  pt?- 
tem.  Besistanoe  has  been  set  up  against  it, 
but  has  nniversally  been  voted  down ;  and  in* 
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stead  of  Uking  tiie  oons  of  soldiers,  who  died 
in  battle,  and  who  thus  have  a  collateral  d^m 
to  tbe  gratitude  of  the  conntry,  the  bodb  of 
iDembera  of  Oongress,  offloers  of  ^  Gorem- 
ment,  and  other  great  men  of  the  nation,  eeem 
ilime  to  be  oitiued  to  entrance  at  tbe  Aoad- 
mx.  The  priTil^  ai  admiarion  had  become 
me  of  the  instrmnents  of  Congree^onal  infln- 
eice,  and  bj  that  alone  woold  the}'  be  decnded. 
As  to  the  real  ntjlity  of  the  establishment,  its 
advocates  might,  he  thonght,  be  indnced  to 
abate  some  of  their  admiration,  when  it  was 
known  that  many  of  the  stndents,  (m  their  re- 
tirement from  the  inatitntion,  never  thonght  of 
going  mto  tbe  army.  Uany  went  into  the  pro- 
ft^ion  of  the  law,  and  otiier  pursnita,  for  which 
the  country  need  not  hare  expended  its  fonds. 
II  then,  the  stndenta  educated  at  the  Academy 
wiere  in  no  wa7  bonod  to  aare  the  ooantiy,  to 
vbich  they  had  been  indebted  fbr  %  good  edu< 
catioa;  orif  they  were  not  wanted  in  tho  army, 
■ad  therefore  allowed  to  follow  any  other 
coarse  of  life  that  might  salt  them,  why  was 
tiw  establishment  maintuned  in  its  present  ex- 
tent t  Why  carry  miUtarr  edncation  beyond 
the  necessity  for  its  application,  nnless  it  was 
intended  to  make  onr  citizens  all  soldiers  ?  He 
^uld  not  inquire  what  effect  the  education  of 
fire  additional  cadets  would  hare  hereafter  on 
the  GoTemment.  It  was.  however,  a  subject 
TDTthy  of  consideration.  He  would  now  come 
to  tlie  Ifaral  Academy,  which  he  considered 
10  nearly  of  the  same  character  as  to  be  readily 
Bwnpared  with  the  l^tary  Academy,  upon 
which  he  had  detained  the  Senate  so  long,  from 
tlie  conTiotkm  that  a  statement  of  the  opera- 
tioD  of  tbe  one  would  describe  that  of  the 
other.  He  had  made  some  littie  research  since 
this  plaa  had  first  come  under  his  observation ; 
Vit  he  had  not  been  informed  that  snch  an  es- 
tablishment existed  in  any  other  country,  from 
vbom  we  were  often  fond  of  borrowing,  and 
vbo  l>dd  ont  to  this  country,  in  many  important 
pwnta,  the  li^t  of  experience.  He  believed 
tliti  no  snch  institution  existed  aa  yet — and  it 
might  reasonably  be  asked  why  England,  so 
])r(Hid  of  her  naval  importance,  and  so  load 
10  tnunpeting  forth  her  navid  superiority, 
tnd  nerer  established  a  Kaval  Acadony  f  Or 
wbr  had  not  France,  which  had  so  often 
■inve  to  raise  a  naval  ftwee,  to  defbnd  herself 
from  her  <M  and  hahitnal  enemy,  never  hit 
upon  the  plan  of  a  Kaval  Academy  for  the  per- 
iKtion  of  her  officers?  If  he  shoidd  be  in 
error,  in  thu  respect — should  it  prove  that 
such  estaUidiments  did  exist  in  England  and 
France — at  least  England  had  produced  naval 
heroes  who  owed  none  of  their  advancement 
or  success  to  the  education  to  be  obtained  in 
^<'h  an  establishment.  Tbe  celebrated  Lord 
Nelson,  on  whose  name  the  Briti^  people  have 
Iwrtowed  so  much  honor,  was  not  ored  to  the 
profiasion  of  which  he  was  so  bright  an  oma- 
^>^t;  while  playing  on  shore,  he  was  put  on 
Dwd  a  ship,  and  there  learned  to  conquer  the 
cnnaieittf  hiaeotmtryr  He  did  not  iue  swaj- 


his  time  at  a  Naval  School,  or  amuse  himself 
altematelT  at  sea.  He  was  not  acquainted 
with  bU  the  abstmae  aeienoM  whioh  had  now 
become  reqnirite  for  a  naval  commander ;  bat 
he  knew  mtat  was  1^  fa  moat  essentia],  the 
science  of  being  victorious.  His  friend  and 
oolleagne  had  yesterday  praised,  with  much 
eloqQeno&  the  intelligence  our  naval  heroes. 
I^t  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  thonght  that  some  of  onr 
most  accomplished  heroes  were  unacquainted 
with  the  studies  of  an  academy.  At  tbe  be- 
ginning of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  our 
Navy  consisted  of  a  few  ships,  five  only  of 
which  were  frigates;  and  it  was  confidently 
believed  that  the  British,  with  their  thousand 
ships,  would  blow  this  paltry  f(»«e  ont  of  the 
water  in  a  month.  Yet,  in  this  unall  way  we 
began ;  and  through  the  activity  of  oar  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  bravuy  and  enterprise  of  onr 
officersLand  seamen,  how  different  was  the  re- 
sult! The  Navy  went  (m  inoreadng  in  nuni- 
bera  and  in  gloir,  and  the  deeds  to  its  com- 
manders  ^ed  a  lustre  over  the  oountry.  The 
heroea  who  won  the  laurels  in  those  conflicts, 
were  never  excelled  In  all  the  characteristics  of 
heroism.  Where  were  Hnll  and  Bainbridge 
rmsed?  Was  it  in  an  academy  that  they 
gained  their  knowledge  of  ships,  their  daunt- 
less courage,  and  presence  of  mind,  or  the  ad- 
dress which  ensured  their  success  I  They 
were,  if  he  did  not  mistake,  engaged,  previous 
to  the  war,  in  the  merohonts'  service — having 
then  no  Navy  of  any  importance;  and  we  were 
obliged  to  take  soeh  men.  Nor  did  ihej  &I1 
short  of  any  more  ednoated  offloers.  where 
was  Decatar  reared!  Not  In  a  Naval  Acade- 
my, His  education  waa  obtained  at  sea ;  and 
in  tbe  early  part  of  his  life  he  pursued  a  cor- 
sair off  Tripoli,  and  aveuRed  the  death  of  hia 
brother,  in  a  manner  so  neroio,  that  the  deed 
was  numbered  among  the  most  brilliant  feata 
of  modem  chivalry.  And  he  would  ask 
whetiier,  if,  as  had  been  argued  by  his  col- 
leogne,  the  Kaval  School  would  polish  the 
manners  of  the  officers,  it  could  make  them 
more  accomplished  than  were  those  gentiemen 
whom  ho  had  mentioned,  or  indeed  than  any 
of  our  naval  commanders  f  The  manners  of 
those  officers  were  such,  to  use  the  words  of 
his  coUeague,  as  would  grace  any  drawing 
room."  Have  we  any  reason  to  regret  that 
their  education  was  not  more  perfect ;  or  la 
there  any  deficiency  to  be  noticed  in  that  re* 
spect  in  their  public  services!  There  waa  not 
one  instimce,  in  the  whole  course  of  the  war, 
in  whioh  they  did  not  act  with  tbe  greatest 
gallantry.  Even  down  to  the  privates,  there 
was  a  devotedness  to  the  service,  and  to  duty, 
displayed,  which  claimed  the  praise  and  admi- 
ration of  the  country.  Do  these  facts,  sud  Mr. 
S.,  argue  the  necessity  for  a  Naval  Academy  f 
Our  naval  officers  hare  thus  far  gone  to  sea, 
and  learned  tiieir  dnties  there,  where  they 
were  to  be  performed,  and  not  by  nnrsinff 
themsdves  in  idleness  on  shore.  Tliey  could 
do  ao  still,  and  it  would  be  better  for  tiie  aerr 
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vice.  They  were  tn-onf^t  up  in  the  eohool  <^ 
adveruty,  snd  were  early  taught,  Bervice 
and  da^^,  to  soom  the  haruBhips  and  defy 
tlie  vieiaaitudes  of  the  sea.  Hen,  tutored  in 
tliia  manner,  were  ever  at  their  posts ;  and  in 
troubled  times  might  be  depended  npon.  It 
seemed  that  this  Academy  was  to  malce  room 
for  a  great  many  midshipmen,  in  addition  to 
tlio  present  number.  And  why  was  this  addi- 
tion to  be  made !  The  ships  were  already  full. 
Only  a  few  days  since,  he  (Mr.  8.)  applied  for 
a  situation  in  the  navy  for  a  young  man  of  fine 
qualities,  and  was  told  that  there  were  no  va- 
caocies.  now,  then,  was  it  necessary  that  an 
establishment  shoold  be  made  for  the  education 
of  midshipmen  not  in  employment  ?  How  was 
it  necessary  to  erect  a  Navid  Academy  for  the 
iiutmction  of  young  officers,  when  no  room 
remained  for  them,  as  the  sitnationa  were  all 
filled  9  The  United  SUtes  Navy  would  soon 
ifomprise  twelve  ships  of  the  line  and  fifteen 
frigates.  And  where  were  they  !  They  were, 
some  of  them,  laid  up,  and  the  reason  given 
for  it  was,  tlmt  there  were  not  officers  enough 
to  man  tbe  whole  of  our  ships.  He  saw,  him- 
self, a  few  years  since,  two  of  them  covered  up 
at  Boston  to  keep  them  from  the  weather. 
There  was  also  one  in  Philadelphia,  and  one  in 
this  city,  in  the  same  predicament :  the  house 
to  cover  one  of  which  cost  seventy  thousand 
dollars.  And'  Congress  appointed  officers  to 
man  those  ships  when  there  was  no  use  for 
them,  and  they  were  allowed  to  spend  their 
time  in  idleness.  Where  ore  yonr  midship- 
men? They  are  staying  on  furlongs  from 
year's  end  to  year's  end;  amusing  themselves 
wherever  they  are  inclined  to  go,  without  a 
tiiouglit  of  their  duty.  These  were  not  the 
men,  who,  when  called  suddenly  into  action, 
would  do  their  duties  with  good  effect.  No ; 
tlie  men  who  were  to  be  expected  to  perform 
those  signal  acts  of  skill  and  bravery  for  which 
our  Navy  had  hitherto  been  characterized,  were 
of  a  different  mould.  They  were  not  those 
who  were  closetod  in  their  studies,  in  learned 
ease,  and  there  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
management  of  ships.  They  must  be  aUe  to 
dare  and  to  do.  Ineonr  was  useless  to  them 
Without  praotieo :  and  that  practice  was  to  bo 
had  on  the  ooeon  alone,  lar.  &.  thought  this 
provision  misplaced  in  the  present  bill.  It 
contemplated  a  new  principle,  and  he  tliought 
required  separate  investigation,  and  to  be  the 
subject  of  a  distinct  bill.  He  apprehended  that 
the  subject  of  tlie  Naval  Academy  was  not  ma- 
tured. There  were  many  imiwrtant  questions 
in  relation  to  it,  yet  to  be  settled.  Who  was 
to  go  there  ?  Where  were  two  hundred  and 
fifty  midshipmen  to  bo  chosen,  when  the  ships 
were  already  fnll  ?  In  case  of  war,  these  offi- 
cers mnst  be  withdrawn  from  the  Academy. 
Their  requirements,  however,  would  hardly  fit 
them  for  active  service ;  and  it  would  be  found 
that  accomplishments  which  would  fit  men  to 
appear  to  advantage  in  the  courts  of  Franco  and 
Spun,  wonld  not  be  of  much  valne  in  active 


serrioe.  If  onr  ofl^em  are  to  nqiarc  iur  on; 
thing,  it  is  for  war— and  not  tohconne  smW 
sadors  at  foreign  courts.    Enuug^  of  tLen  ! 
could  be  found  in  other  walks.  The  Navj  doa 
not  want  a  host  of  tender  youths,  corefuU; 
nursed  and  indulged  in  a  quiet  life;  Dcithfr  ; 
did  it  stand  in  need  of  a  troop  of  Blk>FtodiB|  I 
gentry  to  lead  to  battie  onr  hardy  semen,  nlio  I 
would  look  with  contempt  upon  trifiicg  a 
effeminate  leaders,   lliese  are  not  tho  mn  ts> 
add  to  the  victories  already  achieved.  A?  to 
the  filling  up  of  the  school,  he  believed  that  it 
would  M  done  in  imitation  of  the  process  in 
gaining  admission  to  West  Point  Uembtrs  of 
Congr^  and  their  friends ;  officers  of  Gop 
emment,  &c.,  would  be  the  first  <mi  the 
Their  &thers  being  great  men  in  tlie  ntCm.  it 
would  be  supposei^  as  a  matter  of  <xmm,  tLit 
tlie  sons  would  a^  be  great   But  this  vu 
not  always  the  case.   The  race  of  giants  some- 
times  dwindled ;  and  the  sons  of  great  wi 
wise  men  often  proved  any  thing  but  great  ind 
wise.   The  sire  may  be  a  man  of  talerit<,  and 
the  son  a  dunce.   Even  the  rcnovned  TiJIt, 
whose  eloquence  gained  him  the  admirstiDa  d 
Rome  and  of  the  world,  expended  great  ait 
and  expense  in  educating  his  eon  Iforcus,  «io, 
after  all,  turned  out  to  be  a  blockhecd.  So  it 
would  frequently  happen.   This  woulJ  fill  tU 
institntion  with  lads  of  every  character:  fHoc 
with  a  diqtosition  for  the  bnuness  in  vliifli 
they  were  to  be  engaged,  and  some  of  aciCif^ 
ent  diaracter.  The  establishment  woulil  b« 
filled  by  tiio  sons  of  rich  men.  Every  vuhb? 
individual,  who  had  a  chnbby-chccked  Kt;  fi7 
whom  he  had  as  yet  chosen  no  profssaiai 
would  send  him  to  the  Naval  Acodmf.  Tbe 
genius  of  men  was  often  discovered  by  chance: 
and  to  this  the  United  States  was  prubal'lj  in* 
debted  for  much  of  her  naval  talcEt  Ptnr,  | 
McDonough,  and  Eodgers,  whose  names  h*  i 
had  not  yet  alluded  to,  were  not  edocatiJ  to  | 
the  profession.    Ho  believed  the  latttr  m  ■ 
been  a  farmer  until  he  was  of  sige.  ^'f^  ' 
promoted  him ;  and  as  there  was  no  dfepofilim  j 
in  this  country,  at  large,  to  elevate  one  man  at  i 
the  expense  of  another  throngh  an  idia  of  i 
hereditary  anperiority,  he  aaw  no  vetsm  to  , 
doubt  that  merit  would  hereafter  raise,  io  *  ! 
similar  manner,  men  whose  natnral  alcitiu 
fitted  them  for  any  particular  stati(»i;  aniw 
a  sufficient  portion  of  the  talent  of  the  natimj 
would  be  directed  to  the  cultivation  of 
science.    Bot  suppCMsing  that  the  digpodtjon 
and  talent  for  the  profession  wore  capaWe  of 
being  produced  by  on  educatioa  at  a  Kfi"! 
Academy,  there  were  still  branches  of 
knowledge  which  conld  not  be  ottaiiicd  in  sou 
an  institution.   Tlie  navigation  of  a  iJiip  cwn 
never  be  learned  on  shore,  nor  could  amaii  w 
made  a  good  seaman  in  an  Academy. 
had  been  said  of  the  sudden  rise  of  wir  m'^ 
power  during  the  last  war ;  and  juft  ODfomi- 
urns  had  be«i  passed  tmon  the  olBeen  vwsi 
conduct  had  elevated  its  diaractcr  eo  Iifo- 
But  who  gave  the  first'  im|nilae  to  thu  >>7' 
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It  TU  not  the  OoTemnieiit :  it  was  not  capa- 
ble prodadng  the  effects  which  resulted 
from  it.  The  men  who  raised  and  sostuned  its 
tugh  cbsracter  were  pectiliar  in  being  fitted  for 
That  tbej  performed.  Thej  were  not  brought 
ap  in  aademies;  ther  were  nursed  on  the 
ocean,  and  boiliar  with  its  perils.  The  intel- 
ligBDce  whidi  Utey  posseasedl  and  the  poUshed 
muuwrB  which  it  is  sapposed  are  attmaUe  in 
I Khool,  were  sained  in  acontlnnil  fnteroonrse 
vith  the  wnlo.  Go  to  your  wharres,  said  Mr. 

and  70a  will  find  that  the  aea-captalns  in 
joar  merchants'  service  are  genUomen :  thej 
hire  beoome  so  hj  constant  associations  wlu 
men  of  Tariooa  nations.  In  most  instances, 
JOQ  win  find  them  highlj  intelligent ;  and  the 
fawwledge  thej  possess  is  of  the  best  and  most 
useful  kind— becaose  it  is  practical.  The  mer- 
eUats'  serrioe  is  the  great  school  in  which  na- 
Til  officers  and  seamen  are  to  be  instructed ; 
lai  it  is  dsngerons  to  close  the  KavT  to  those 
Tho  are  educated  in  it.  He  looked  npon  the 
eodesTor  to  establish  a  Kaval  Academj  as  like- 
\j  to  jeopardize  the  safetj  of  the  essential  prin- 
dpln  OQ  wUeh  the  KaTT  of  tbe  United  States 
b  fooaded.  The  preUnunaries  only  v«ra  set- 
tled bj  the  bill :  dl  the  details  were  to  be  left 
to  future  enactments,  or  to  EzeootiTe  discre- 
tion :  each  as  who  anonld  be  the  pupils,  and 
That  the  expenditure  of  the  Aoa^roy.  It  was 
Dot  that  be  would  intimate  that  any  fear  was 
to  be  entert^ed  of  the  present  Administra- 
ticai;  but  others  were  to  come  after,  and  what 
here  begun,  as  a  small  matter,  may  result  in 
pat  iDjtuy  to  the  serrice  to  which  it  is  at- 
tached. Was  Congress  to  establish  an  Academy 
to  be  imder  the  direction  of  one  individual  f 
Or  in  what  manner  would  the  detmls  be  de- 
c>(lcd  upont  These  were  questions  which  ap- 
pemd  to  Um  to  be  of  moment  He  was  a 
vieod  ci  the  Navy,  and  was  in  &v(a  of  erery 
UMmra  which  would  really  tend  to  Its  benefit. 
tWr  other  proTidcn  <^  the  bill  aj^eored  to 
™  salutary  and  worthy  of  support :  but  he 
coDld  not  sire  support  now  to  the  simple  deo- 
uration  of  Congress  that  there  should  be  a 
"aval  Acsdemy,  without  any  det^  being 
Eied  npon ;  leaving  all  future  airangements 
'or  cinyiDir^this  decidon  into  execution  nnex- 
pwned.  The  details  were  important,  and 
oaght  to  be  settled.  If  this  provision  was 
(^ck  from  the  present  bill,  be  should  vote  for 
It— otherwise  he  could  not.  He  was  convinced 
u*t  the  whde  bm  went  too  fkn  and  that  its 
pnt  mat  was  the  prcqwrititm  for  an  Acade- 
n7.  vUeh  ou^t  to  have  been  reserved  for 
teMrate  consideration. 

Mr.  BuaiBON  said  he  dionld  emtent  him- 
Kif  Tith  a  few  observations  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Garolma,  and  should 
confine  hhnself  chiefly  to  the  remarks  of  that 
SCDtletaaii  ia  relation  to  the  Military  Academy 
its  results ;  and  the  bearing  which  those 
Mmarka  had  upon  the  pw^ect  of  a  Naval 
on  nmilar  principles.  He  has  called  on 
u  to  lay  whether  the  events  of  the  late  war 


do  not  show  that  such  institutions  are  needless. 
To  this,  as  a  military  man,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  putting  in  a  negative  declaration.  Vhat- 
ever  the  experience  of  other  Generals  may 
have  been,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  can  say  for  myself 
that^  had  it  not  been  for  the  science  and  skill 
attamed  at  a  Military  Academy,  I  should  prob- 
ably  never  have  enjoyed  the  honor  of  adoress- 
ing  this  body.  I  feel  prond  to  say  that  tlie  de- 
fence <^  Fort  He^  at  which  I  onnmBiided, 
chiefly  depended  upon  the  seientifio  ezertims 
of  a  man  to  whom  it  Is  due  that  his  worth 
should  be  here  attested  by  me.  I  allude  to  the 
late  Mqjor  Wood,  a  man  who  combined  many 
valuable  aualities,  and  who  bade  fidr  to  have 
risen  to  a  nigh  point  of  professional  eminence. 
Tour  oommander  had  not  suffident  science  to 
have  so  successfully  defended  the  post  without 
the  assistance  of  that  individual,  no  for,  there- 
fore, as  my  experience  goes,  I  am  totally  at 
variance  with  the  ffentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. He  titinks  uiat  on  army  can  as  wdl  be 
commanded  by  an  ignorant  as  a  learned  man. 
This  position  I  draiy  to  be  correct  in  military 
any  nwre  than  in  other  afiUrs.  Therehivebeea 
instanoea^  it  is  true,  both  in  andent  and  mod- 
em history,  of  ignorant  men,  who  out  a  eon- 
riderable  figure  in  military  pursuits.  But  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  the  fame  acquired  by 
such  men  has  generally  been  obtained  in  opera- 
tions against  greater  blockheads  than  tnem- 
selves.  The  ulusions  made  to  the  Boman 
Generals,  was,  he  thought,  peculiarly  unhap- 
py; for  they  were  univowly  educated  in 
schools  where  all  the  arts  of  war,  and  all  the 
athletic  exerdses,  fit  to  train  men  to  masculine 
pursuits,  were  imparted  to  them  fivm  their  in- 
fancy. And  the  great  Roman  orator,  to  whom 
the  sentieman  has  alluded,  was  also  a  Gleneral. 
An  uutanoe  of  the  poww  of  sctonce,  in  oppo- 
ration  to  stoength,  and  a  stroi^p  pnx^  that 
knoranoe  was  not  always  sneoesntai,  night  be 
maud  in  the  battie  of  Oannaa.  But,  instead  of 
seeking  out  the  few  cases  in  which  ignorant 
men  have  been  snccessfrtl  warriors,  let  us  look 
at  the  vast  number  of  instances  in  which  indi- 
viduals have  established  great  characters  for 
military  achievements.  In  all  the  instances  of 
great  military  renown,  we  find  that  it  was  ob- 
taiaed  by  the  influence  of  the  very  qualities 
which  tiie  gentleman  entirely  nndervahies  and 
disregards. 

As  to  the  objection  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  that  the  sons  of  rich  men 
akme  went  to  the  lUlitary  Acadony,  Ifr.  H. 
was  as  stron^y  averse  to  andh  a  praotioe  as  ilitt 

Sintieman  hunself  oould  be;  ana  in  the  other 
ouse,  on  a  former  oooasiop,  he  had  made  a 
proposition  that  the  sons  of  soldiers,  who  had 
served  their  country,  should  be  chosen  as  ca- 
dets for  West  Point — but  it  was  rejected.  Aa 
to  the  batties  guned  by  ignorant  men,,  they 
were  generally  expluned  with  much  ease. 
They  either  arose  from  some  lucky  acddent,  or 
were  achieved  over  an  adversary  possessing 
eren  a  less  degree  trf  skill. and  Judgment. 
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Sometimes,  also,  great  intrepi^^,  without 
Jodgment,  gained  great  advantc^es ;  imt  it  was 
unsafe  to  trust  in  snoh  good  fortune.  A  cau- 
tious and  Bkilful  adversary  would  not  be  over- 
come in  this  manner.  Besides,  those  qualities 
whicli,  in  a  lower  grade  of  military  rank,  are 
useful  and  of  great  serrice,  do  not  suffice  in  a 
commander.  The  talents  which  mark  the 
character  of  a  General,  are  not  of  the  same 
grade  with  those  of  a  subordinate.  The  for- 
mer requires  a  great  fimd  of  natural  common 
sense,  quickness  of  percepUoOf  minute  ao- 

gnaintance  with  human  oharacter,  ft  power  ot 
ispiring  his  soldiers  with  oonfidenoe  in  his 
direotif^  and  of  sustaining  ^sdpiUne  ammgst 
them.  must  be  aUe  to  nndwatand  the 
diaracter  of  bis  advenaxy,  so  as  to  take  the 
best  advantage  of  his  movements.  It  was  true 
that  a  man  who  was  not  a  proficient  in  militaiy 
science  would  sometimes  be  as  well  calculated 
for  the  general  direction  of  an  action,  or  for 
the  aasaalt  of  a  place,  as  a  better  educated 
man,  because  experience  and  sound  Judgment 
would  supply  the  place  of  science.  BuL  give 
to  such  a  man  the  duty  of  arranging  and  con- 
structing the  works  necessarr  for  the  defence 
of  a  post,  and  he  would,  said  Mr.  H.,  be  as  de- 
ficient as  myself.  Such  an  idea  as  this  might 
be  slighted  by  those  who  were  unacquainted 
with  miUtary  affurs,  but  considerations  arose 
out  of  these  fkcta,  of  great  importance.  In  an 
army,  Hm  peiftction  of  all  the  parts  was  the 
only  snre  groond  of  reliance  for  success. 
Therefore  it  was  essential  that  science  should 
be  generally  diShsed  among  its  officers.  For, 
after  all,  the  best  plans  were  often  overtumea 
by  slight  accidents ;  and  the  greatest  viotories 
often  depended  upon  the  promptitude,  the  in- 
telligence, and  the  judgment,  with  which  the 
subordinate  movements  were  made.  Thus  the 
greatest  science  in  the  General  might  be  ren- 
dered useless,  by  the  want  of  ekilfol  officers  to 
carry  his  commands  into  execution.  ^ 

As  to  the  naval  officers,  to  whom'the  gentle- 
man had  allndedr  ICr.  EL  believed  he  was,  in 
soma  of  his  remarks,  in  emv.  For  instance, 
Commodore  Deoatnr  did  not  enter  the  Navy  , 
tmtil  he  was  grown  to  manhood,  and  had  re- 
ceived a  good  education.  It  was  also  within 
tiie  knowledge  of  Mr.  H.  that  Ferry  was  an 
educated  man.  It  was  an  argument  which  had 
rather  surprised  him,  that  education  w^uld  not 
render  our  officers  more  devoted  to  their  conn- 
try.  He  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  a  lib- 
eral course  of  instruction  would  serve  to  attach 
them  to  the  country.  There  were  other  con- 
siderations of  some  importance.  Numerous 
instances  might  be  cited  in  which  the  charac- 
ters of  men,  engaged  in  warlike  pursuits,  were 
honuuuzed  by  education.  Besides,  it  was  too 
late  in  the  day  to  endeavor  to  depreciate  the 
benefits  of  edncatloD  in  any  class  of  the  com- 
munity. By  that  alone  were  the  free  faistita- 
tions  of  our  county  sust^ed ;  and  when  the 
great  objects  ci  sdence  should  have  been 
nsc^eoted,  he  sluHild  oondder  this  country  on 
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the  high  road  to  destnictiou.  Ee  could  safelj 
say,  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  facta,  tLat 
the  school  contemplated  in  uie  portion  oT  the 
bill  now  nnder  discussion,  was  of  the  most  im- 
mediate necessity  to  our  Kavy.  He  bsd  ctm- 
versed  with  many  midshipmen,  and  he  foncd 
that  they  were  f^erally  of  that  sitastion  in 
life  in  which  their  parents  could  not  sfford  to 
educate  them.  The  Navy  was  not  a  serrice 
into  which  rich  men  sent  their  sons ;  and  it 
seemed  but  proper  that  the  Govenunect  should 
prepare  the  officers  in  their  youth  for  the  da- 
ties  whidi  they  would  afterwards  be  caSed  to 
perform.  He  Mi  none  of  the  cUsIIke  exptetctd 
by  the  gentleman  from  Soutli  Carolina,  to  th« 
indulgences  granted  these  young  men,  ot  the 
gent^  appearance  which  they  were  ^tiperir 
ambitious  to  support.  Hr,  H.  wished  thns  to 
be,  as  far  as  possible,  accomplished  men,  vho 
would,  in  foreign  countries,  do  htmor  to  the 
American  character.  Tbey  bad  ^ovn  a  Und- 
ablo  zeal  in  endeavoring  to  improve  tbemsetve, 
as  he  was  informed  that  the  system  bad  been 
generally  adopted  by  the  officers  of  the  X«Ty, 
to  set  apart  a  portion  of  tlieir  pay  for  the  pa> 
chase  of  books.  Even  this,  he  had  no  imU, 
was  productive  of  much  good  to  the  counti?, 
as  it  conferred  much  &eAit  on  the  <Accn 
themselves.  Many  of  our  naval  officers  hid 
shown  themselves  well  acqnalnted  with  tit 
laws  of  nations,  and  their  communicatioiis  widi 
foreign  powers  had  redoonded  to  the  honor  of 
themselves  and  of  the  nation.  Certainly  thew 
men  deserved  the  favorable  cwnddcratioii.  uid 
the  most  libend  treatment  from  the  Gotcih- 
ment  The  country  was  !n  every  respect  in- 
terested  in  preparing  them,  by  a  prt^  edoes- 
tion,  for  the  arduous  and  perilous  duties,  to  the 
performance  of  which  their  Iiv«s  were  devoted. 
Therefore,  he  considered  the  section  of  this 
biU,  which  provides  for  the  establishment  of  s 
Naval  School,  one  of  its  most  valnshle  fcs- 
tures,  and  he  lusted  it  would  meet  the  smctioii 
of  tbe  Senate. 

"Mr.  Bathx  sud  he  could  not,  reasoi  of 
indisposition,  go  into  the  argument  at  uj 
great  length ;  but  he  could  not  allow  this  di»- 
cussitm  to  pass  by  without  some  notice,  aud  i 
statement  of  his  dissent  from  the  views  of  hfi 
colleague.  He  has  argued  that  some  great  m 
distingui^ed  men  have  existed,  who  were  nrt 
indebted  to  the  education  of  an  AcsdenT  for 
tiieir  eminence.  He  might  even  hare  goM 
farther,  and  shown  that  great  men  hsre 
pear^  at  various  times,  who  raised  themselTCs 
entirely  by  the  force  of  natural  genius.  Thera 
are  many  cases  of  this  kind,  where  highly  rift- 
ed men,  who  came  from  the  hands  of  thnr 
Creator  with  great  qualities,  have  triumpliM 
over  tiieir  tAvaw  mHoditiona,  and  been  enabled 
to  educate  themselves,  at  least  in  the  purniu 
in  which  they  have  excelled.  But  does  h  fol- 
low fh>m  tlus,  that  education  is  of  no  utilitrt 
Certainly  not  Such  men  as  he  had  desrribed, 
who  had  known  the  want  of  early  or  sjv 
tematk  instmc^n,  were  always  to  be  foond 
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amoDg  the  most  Btrennous  advocates  of  ednca- 
tion.  fVanklin  was  an  instance  of  this.  He 
deprived  of  earlj  education,  yet  hto  whole 
life  was,  In  various  methods;  devoted  to  its 
odrancemenL  Gen.  Jackson  bad  never  re- 
ceived anj  scientific  instruction  in  military 
pursaits;  hot  he  had  been  beard  in  thia  very 
Hall,  to  sapport  the  interests,  and  defend  the 
objects  of  uie  UlUtary  Academy.  Generals 
Brora,  Seott^  and  Tovstm,  w«e  also  deprived 
(rf  the  benefit  of  a  scientifio  education,  and  yet 
Tcre  among  the  warmeet  advocates  of  the  UU- 
itaiy  Academy;  and,  indeed,  there  was  no 
officer  of  eminence  wbo  was  not  absolutely 
frieodly  to  that  institntion.  Was  it  to  be  sap- 
posed,  that,  becanse  great  men  had  disUn- 
^ished  themselves  wiUiont  edqcation,  that  it 
might  be  abolished  ?  Or  could  it,  from  such 
premises,  be  argued  that  it  was  useless !  Ur. 
H.  then  ennmerated  several  striking  instances 
of>  individaals,  who  bad  distingaiuted  tbem- 
tdres  without  the  benefit  of  re^ar  education 
in  naval  sdenee.  Bot  he  observed  these  indi- 
Ttdiub  obtdned  by  practice,  by  the  qoickoess 
of  Uidr  pereeptioiu^  and  the  doseness  of  their 
observations;  the  dtill  and  experience,  by 
wliich  they  were  insured  the  victory.  It  was 
nautical  skill  which  led  to  all  these  triumphs. 
It  was  the  very  qnality,  although  obtained  in  a 
diftrrent  way,  which  hU  ooOeagae  thonght  of 
Bo  importance.  Every  gentleman  who  had  ex- 
perience in  these  matters,  would  reply  to  those 
aignnieots  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  tfen  who  had  been  in  actual  ser- 
vice, knew  well  the  value  of  science  and  edu- 
cation, and  those  who  had  wanted  them  most, 
were  the  firat  to  acknowledge  the  disadvan- 
tages resoltitw  from  their  absence,  in  the  direo- 
tioa  of  warl^e  operadons.  To  contend  that, 
because,  without  these  reqidsltos,  vietorieB  have 
beeo  gained,  they  are  naeiesa,  wonld  not  be  less 
tuFeasonable  than  to  declare,  because  the  Ka!d 
of  Orleans  tiinmphed  over  the  enemies  of 
Fruice,  onr  defence  otu^ht  to  be  intrusted  en- 
tirely to  women.  Had  his  colleague  referred 
to  the  bill  itself^  he  would  not  have  needed  to 
ask  reho  wonld  go  to  a  Kaval  School,  were  it 
established  f  It  provides  that  the  midshipmen 
of  the  Navy,  already  in  the  service,  shall  be  en- 
tered there.  Hence,  it  would  not  be  devoted 
to  the  sons  of  the  rich,  as  had  been  intimated. 
The  midshipmen,  at  present,  are  educated  by 
the  di^Iains,  on  board  the  ships.  Their  edn- 
tation  WIS  very  deficient,  and  they  were  de- 
prived qS  alnoost  every  description  appara- 
ti^  Insteod  of  this  very  imperfect  system, 
■h-ndd  a  Naval  School  be  established,  when* 
ever  a  boy  was  admitted  into  the  Kavy,  instead 
or  being  sent  directly  to  sea,  he  wonld  be 
I^aced  in  the  school,  where  his  mind  would  be 
iurmed,  and  his  attention  eng^;ed  in  the  theoi^ 
of  naaUcal  science.  Alt  the  rudiments  of  his 
proftjssion  will  be  taught  him  in  advance,  and 
oc  will  go  into  actual  service  prepared  to  apply 
this  knowledge  to  practice.  While  at  school, 
be  wai  not  to  be  nUrely  dejmTed  of  an 


portimity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  ele- 
ment on  which  his  services,  in  after  life,  were 
to  be  reqtured.  A  vessel  was  to  be  stationed 
on  the  coast,  in  connection  with  the  institution, 
in  which  it  was  intended  that  the  pupils  shonld 
make  short  voyages,  by  tnms,  to  teach  them 
the  management  and  organixation  of  a  ship 
and  its  e»w.  After  a  r^nilar  preliminaiy 
ooorse  of  studies,  they  would  be  sent  to  sea, 
for  a  term  of  four  or  five  years ;  and  on  their 
return,  would  ag^  instead  of  q>ending  their 
^ne  in  idleness,  be  re-entered  at  the  school. 

As  to  the  snppodtion  that  it  would  be  mere- 
ly a  place  of  omusonent,  he  would  observe, 
that,  if  the  institntion  was  governed  like  that 
at  Vest  Point,  it  would  be  no  place  of  amuse- 
ment; but  one  of  laborious  stnd^,  and  con- 
stant improvement.  His  colleague  ai^ed  cor- 
rectly, that,  if  the  Uilitary  Academy  was  not 
useful,  neither  would  a  Naval  School  be  bo. 
But  Ur.  H.  considered  that  to  be  a  conceded 
pointj  and  that  the  merits  of  ttiat  establishment 
had  been  thoroughly  tested.  Whether  there 
was  <nr  was  not  any  foundalion  fat  the  eom- 
pl^t  of  bvoritism  in  the  appointment  of  ca^ 
dets  at  West  Pt^t,  the  bHl  on  the  table  wonld 
not  extend  or  increase  favoritism.  It  would 
not  add  a  single  individual  to  the  list  of  mid- 
shipmen; but  provide  for  the  edncation  of 
those  already  in  the  service.  He  had  thought 
that  the  talents  of  the  youths  who  were  to  be 
admitted  to  West  Point  was  the  first  recom- 
mendation, and  their  being  the  sons  of  Hevolu* 
lionary  patriots  the  next.  He  had  never 
offered  but  two  candidates  for  ^pointments  to 
West  Point  One  of  them  was  the  son  of  a 
Bevolutionaiy  soldier,  whose  family  was  left 
destitute,  and  he  received  it  The  other  was 
still  pending,  and  was  a  rimilsr  case  of  a  des- 
titute Cunily.  He  re^peated,  that,  whatever 
might  be  the  inexpediency  of  the  manner  of 
making  those  appointments,  It  did  not  apply  to 
this  bul,  as  no  direction  was  given  as  tQ  the 
iqipointments.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
was  happy  that  his  colleague  agreed  to  the 
general  object  of  the  bill.  He  should  have 
been  stiU  more  so,  hod  he  been  in  favor  of  the 
section  now  under  consideration,  and  was  sor- 
ry that  he  ttireatened  its  rejection  from  the 
bill.  The  committee  considered  it  best  to  in- 
corporate all  the  objects  which  appeared  to 
them  important,  in  one  hill;  and  not  one  of 
them  appeared  to  bim  to  promise  more  benefit 
to  the  Navy,  or  more  calculated  to  elevate  and 
improve  it,  than  the  establislmient  of  a  Naval 
Schod.  tiie  opiidon  of  the  Senate  would  ba 
tested  by  their  vote ;  and  as  he  could  not  be- 
lieve  that  the  bill  would  be  lost  by  retaining 
the  section  in  question,  he  saw  no  reason  for 
presenting  it  in  a  distinct  form. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  in  comment- 
ing upon  the  West  Point  Academy,  read  sev- 
eral  documents  relating  to  that  establishment, 
its  expenditures,  arrangements,  &c.  The  gen- 
tieman  from  Ohio  knew  better  than  Mr.  S.  Uie 
value  of  ednoatum  in  cffioera  of  the  amqr ;  nor 
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vas  he  disposed  to  doabt  that  M^or  Wood  had 
rendered  that  gentleman  yotj  important  ser- 
Tices  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Meigs.  But  he 
did  not  doabt  that  fort  would  have  been  de- 
fended even  without  tiie  assistance  of  that  offi- 
cer, liie  gentieman  mistodc  him  tn  suppos- 
ing that  he  Deliered  ignorant  men  as  ca]^ble  of 
the  peiformanoe  of  nulitary  enterprises  as 
leaned  men.  But  it  was  not  neoessary  to  oon- 
flne  all  tiie  learning  to  the  Military  Academy. 
There  were  plenty  ai  colleges  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  ilfty  cadets  were  sent  ont  each 
year  to  act  as  engineers,  and  to  fill  vacancies  in 
the  anny.  Yet  there  was  no  fear  of  war. 
Who,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  to  oome  and  make  war 
upon  OS  ?  Will  the  Holy  Alliance  do  Itf  They 
combined  to  pot  down  certun  principles  in 
Europe,  bnt  they  have  never  dared  to  interfere 
in  the  affurs  of  America ;  and  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  bim  that  any  other  power  or  combina- 
tion woald  attempt  it.  It  was  well  known 
that  srane  of  those  West  Point  enf^ews,  who 
were  now  orowding  the  am^,  and  orow^g 
the  woods,  reodved  doable  pay  tot  fhdr 
vices:  one  pay  in  the  line  and  one  in  the 
woods,  where  they  employed  tiiemadves  in 
making  what  they  term  reeonnoiataneei.  In 
1821  the  army  was  reduced  to  its  present 
form ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  Btates 
announced,  in  the  yew  succeeding,  that  the 
organization  had  been  found  expedient,  and  its 
effects  beneficial.  Tet  we  go  on  to  increase 
the  officers,  as  if  in  contemplation  of  an  ex- 
tension of  the  army.  An  officer  had  told  him 
(Mr.  S.)  tiiat  he  was  from  Green  Bay,  and  that 
there  were  a  number  of  these  en^ieers  at  that 

Elace,  keeping  out  of  &e  wsy,  and  doing  noth- 
ig  nnder  heaven.  [Mr.  S.  here  read  some  Air- 
ther  extracts  from  the  doonments,  stating  the 
course  of  stndies,  &o.}  He  wished  to  know 
what  the  West  Point  cadets  had  to  do  with  the 
Frenoh  and  Spanish  languages.  He  thought 
they  were  educated  to  be  soldiera  or  engineers. 
His  colleague  looked  upon  science  as  aU  suffi- 
cient in  naval  officers.  He  did  not  deny  that  it 
was  an  advantage;  but  that  was  no  reason 
why  a  midshipman  should  go  from  the  ship  to 
a  college.  It  was  not  there  that  this  education 
slionld  be  sought.  Besides,  it  wanted  diflTerent 
pursuits ;  and  the  science  <h  the  Navy  must  be 
taught  at  sea.  It  was  not  education  alone  that 
miue  a  great  commander.  He  wanted  native 
talent  and  industry.  There  were  innumerable 
instances  which  woold  prove  this  pontlon. 
General  Wellington  was  onHj  a  decentiy  good 
scholar:  and,  uthongh  Bonaparte  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Military  Academy  of  Brienne,  his 
career  could  not  be  attributed  to  that  cause ; 
for  he  had  displayed  a  military  genius  even  in 
his  infant^.  And  when,  aiterwu^s.  he  crossed 
the  bridge  of  Lodi,  at  the  head  of  a  few  fol- 
lowers, and  planted  his  standard  on  the  ene- 
my's walls,  he  displayed  the  natural  spirit  and 
intrepidity  of  his  mind.  Ko  studies  at  a  Mili- 
tary Academy  would  ever  have  taught  him  the 
rule  for  performing  that  desperate  aoticm.  He 
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did  not  think  that  edncation  disquaMed  yomif 
men  for  action;  but  he  did  think  that  they 
miftit  be  penn^  up  until  they  were  disqusli- 
fled.   Ko  military  leader  ever  liad  sodi  com- 
manders to  fight  hia  iMttles  as  thoae  Bootf 
parte:  yet ]iewent<madiflforaitprind|ile.  B» 
sdected  ^em  tram  his  army}  ancfit  was  ^fais 
judicious  selections  that  be  gained  many  of  bis 
victories.    He  did  not  plud  tot  ignorance; 
but  he  repeated  that  our  eystem  was  for  the 
edncatitm  of  the  rich,  and  not  equally  for  sD 
classes.   He  did  not  reproach  tiie  rie^  for  en- 
deavtaing  to  ensure  to  their  sons  a  sdeotifie 
education;  but  it  was  a  reproach  to  the  coun- 
try that  these  favors  were  not  more  eqoallT 
dispensed.    All  our  experience  has  been  ad- 
verse to  the  system  of  scientific  edacatioo  for  | 
military  men.   Washin^n  and  Ju^son  snr- 
passed,  in  their  achievements,  idl  our  com-  | 
manders,  and  theirs  were  not  scioitifie  coo- 
quMts.    The  latter,  at  the  battie  of  K«v 
Orleans,  did  not  depend  upon  his  miHtaiy  edo- 
oa^m.  He  was  among  hia  men,  giving  a  good 
ecumple,  and  aharing  their  dangers.  He  ^ 
not  take  a  safe  3>o«tion,  and  send  off  orden  to 
be  performed  by  his  scientific  officers.  But, 
with  him,  planning  and  executing  went  huid 
in  hand ;  and  I  say,  said  Mr.  S.,  uiat  the  rio- 
tory  achieved  by  him  at  New  Orleans  vu 
never  surpassed  by  Napoleon.   To  retum  to 
the  Naval  School,  it  appeared  nnnecessoir,  be- 
cause there  was  education  on  board  alrcsdr. 
The  midshipmen  are  instructed  in  all  the  ne«^ 
sary  branches,  and  are  thoroughly  examined  in 
mathematics,  and  other  branches  of  sdence, 
before  they  are  received.  Thdr  instmeton  are 
the  chaplams  of  the  ahips.  Tlie  neridcnt  tp- 
points  these  diai^ans,  and  yet  the  oendanai 
soy,  that  edncation  has  hem  so  mrn^  negkct-  i 
ed,  that  a  Naval  Academy  is  wanted,  althou^  ' 
the  chaplains  must  have  much  leisure  to  devote  | 
to  the  duty  of  education.   They  are  the  proper  | 
men  for  this  task.   If  they  are  not,  it  is  ibe  i 
fault  of  the  Senate.   And  if  they  neglected  to  I 
send  good  men  into  the  Navy,  in  this  capacttj, 
would  they  do  any  i>etter  if  a  Naval  Ai^eitiT 
were  established?    As  to  accompli^uoents,  j 
eaid  Mr.  8.,  I  am  willing  that  our  naval  t^cers  I 
should  become  accomplished,  as  &r  as  vsa 

E roper  and  compatible  with  their  line  <tf  ltf<t 
Int  he  did  not  wish  to  harbor  a  host  of  idlent 
who  would  do  neither  themselves  nor  the  coaa- 
trj  aervioe.  If  we  look  at  the  list  of  cad^  st 
west  Point,  how  many  d  tiiem  go  into  Hat  < 
army  t  I  have  said,  observed  Mr.  &,  to  par- 
ents who  have  applied  to  have  these  sons 
placed  there :  Why  do  yon  not  educate  roar 
children  at  home  f  They  have  answered  thit 
it  was  more  easily  done  at  West  Point.  As  to 
the  project  now  before  us,  I  say,  that  tlie  watn* 
is  the  element  for  the  Navy.  Do  not  bring 
your  naval  officers  on  land.  If  their  present 
education  is  not  sufficiently  attended  to  on 
board,  tiie  fault  can  be  amended.  If  the  Pres- 
ident does  not  do  his  duty — if  he  ncMninstes  a 
MofAihead  to  fin  the  office  of  cSu^l^  ^  ^  ^ 
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£uilt,  and  he  is  responsihle  for  it.  I  know  of 
very  few  who  go  to  West  Point  for  any  other 
panMM  but  to  finish  their  education,  and  it 
Till  be  the  same  in  a  Naval  Academy.  They 
obtained  at  West  Point  evex;^  acocnuplishment 
irith  the  ezoepdm  of  danrang;  and  he  had 
naderstood  that  a  dandng-nuuter  was  mnoh 
rsDted,  who  would  doabtless  improve  the 
young  gentlemen  very  eesentiall^  in  their 
Knowledge  of  tactics.  In  coDcloaion,  Mr.  S. 
stud,  that  he  approved  of  the  other  provisiona 
d  this  bill ;  bat,  for  the  Kaval  School,  which 
Tat  here  proposed  to  the  Senate,  in  a  vague 
mnner,  without  detiuls,  he  could  not  vote.  If 
thU  portion  of  the  bill  were  retained,  he  should 
not  Tote  for  the  bill,  which  he  should  other- 
wise be  disposed  to  do. 

}lt.  Uacon  stud  he  felt  bound  to  say  something 
in  relaCton  to  this  bill.  The  Kaval  School  now 
proposed  was  <me  of  the  steps  which  the  Gov- 
emmeut  was  taking  toward  a  state  of  thin^ 
which  be  dreaded.  About  appropriations,  said 
Kr.  IL,  I  shall  tay  nothing ;  because  yon  all 
know  my  conduct.  I  ask,  is  this  Academy 
Taoted  at  this  time  ?  And  1  ask  it  because  the 
Chunnan  of  the  Oommittee  on  Finance  says 
the  revenue  is  short ;  and  if  it  is  not  necessary 
U  this  time,  it  had  better  be  let  alone.  It  was 
told  that  it  was  but  a  small  som  that  was  re- 
paired \  but  it  was  in  this  way  that  oar  reve- 
ane  was  taken  from  us,  drop  by  drop.  I  would 
tsk  one  question  in  relation  to  this  law.  Have 
our  naval  officers  evei^  shown  a  want  of  knowl- 
edge in  the  science  of  their  profession!  If 
Dot,  where  is  the  peculiar  necessity,  at  this 
time,  of  providing  an  establishment  for  their 
education  t  Battles  are  generally  won  by  the 
cxerdie  of  coolness  and  good  sound  oommon 
fense.  I  have  no  idea  that  an  elaborate  educa- 
tion is  required  to  make  a  man  fight  a  success- 
ful battle.  The  greatest  fool  I  ever  knew  was 
the  greatest  classical  scholar.  In  support  of 
this  portion,  if  the  Senate  will  indulge  me,  I 
will  relate  a  story,  the  truth  of  which  can  be 
TODched  for:  When  Governor  Tryon  was  in 
f^&ta  in  Korth  Carolina,  hia  wife  was  said  to 
hare  rather  more  knowledge— of  human  na- 
ture, at  any  rat«— ^an  her  husband.  He  tpok 
two  young  men  into  his  office  to  study  the  law 
— «u  waa  from  Bhode  Island,  and  the  other 
iam  Virginia.  Krs.  Tryon.  in  omversation 
vitb  these  yonng  men,  ukea  them  about  the 
peat  men  In  their  States.  Well,  they  told  her 
over  sA  the  men  who  had  great  characters  for 
classical  learning ;  but  she  sud  sh«  had  heard 
of  Colonel  Caswell  and — [the  name  escaped  the 
Reporter.]  Ob,  said  they,  these  are  merely 
men  of  oommon  education ;  they  have  no  sci- 
ence and  no  learning :  in  fact,  they  are  igno- 
rant men ;  and  one  began  life  as  a  constable, 
ud  the  other  as  a  clerk  In  a  parish  church. 
One  of  these  men  bad  distiDgnianed  himself  in 
battle,  and  both  were  skuAil  commanders. 
There  were  two  other  men,  said  Mr.  M.,  who 
Were  never  beaten  by  the  enemy,  who  bad  no 
"SMamm  to  edaamtn,  and,  m  tMtf  had  no 


great  need  of  it  But  I  forget  the  end  of  my 
story.  Well,  it  happened  that  these  two  per- 
sons eame  to  CrovemOr  Tryon's  house,  and,  at 
dinnei^Mrs.  Tryon  sat  between  them,  and  kept 
Uiem  u  ofHiveraation.  After  they  had  gone, 
ahe  said  to  the  two  young  men,  "I  thought 
you  told  me  that  those  gentlemen  were  uneda- 
eated.  I  find  it  quite  otherwiae."  The  two  stu- 
dents mdntiuned  that  what  iht^  had  said  was 
true,  and  she  concluded  the  conversation  by 
saying,  "  that  God  had  educated  those  individ- 
uals, and  done  it  better  than  It  could  have  been 
done  by  any  college  in  the  world."  Mr.  M. 
doubted  whether  the  greatest  man  in  the  coun- 
try would  have  been  improved  b^  education. 
He  mi^ht  have  been  made  greater  in  the  fixing 
of  periods  and  the  framing  of  sentences;  but 
he  would  not  have  been  nubde  greater  in  mind, 
by  all  the  books  in  the  world.  The  rounding 
off  a  period  is  not  the  most  perfect  sign  of 
matnesi.  Such  a  perfeotion  would  have  made 
Fatiiek  Henry  leas  great  than  he  was.  Hisgft- 
nins  would  have  been  tramm^ed  by  olasaical 
study.  So  it  waa  with  FrankUn.  His  want  of 
education  probably  made  him  the  greater  man. 
It  has  bew  said  that  the  old  women  boat  the 
doctors ;  and  I  think  it  applies  to  other  pnr^ 
suits  as  well  as  that  of  medicine.  One  thing 
he  was  very  much  opposed  to ;  and  that  was, 
the  Executive  discretion — which  was  intro- 
duced into  this  bill,  as  well  as  moat  others. 
Kew  things  were  continually  bronght  forward ; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Kavy  was  to  tot« 
all  the  rest  throngh— I  say  iate^  as  It  is  a  word 
which  is  understood  in  the  Southern  States.  I 
don't  think  of  the  Kavy  as  others  do.  I  do  not 
beUeve  that  any  Kavy  was  ever  bidlt  for  de- 
fence. It  is  intended  for  oonquest;  and  I  dont 
wish  to  conquer  other  nations.  We  have  gone 
far  enough  in  acquiring  territory.  We  began 
with  Louisiana,  and  the  Western  people  were 
satisfied  with  its  purchase.  Kext  we  acquired 
Florida ;  and  now  we  want  Cuba.  As  to  pre- 
paring for  war  in  peace,  I  don*t  believe  in  the 
propriety  of  the  aystem.  The  moment  we  get 
through  one  war,  we  prepare  for  another ;  and 
when  people  are  ready  for  it,  they  are  sure 
always  to  fight  Kow,  in  relation  to  the  sup- 
posed necessity  of  educating  naval  officers  for 
their  profeanon,  I  am  not  one  who  tbinlu  it  in 
any  w^  neoeasary  And,  on  thia  point,  let  n« 
say,  thiU  moat  of  the  great  naval  commanders 
have  bem  uneducated.  De  Buyter  was  a  cabin 
boy,  and  rose  to  command  and  conquer  by  dint 
of  that  thing  of  wldch  I  have  been  ^leaking^ 
which  God  gives  to  people.  In  this  way  of 
preparing  for  war  in  time  of  peace,  you  nave 
nothing  to  support  a  war  with  when  it  comes, 
and  the  country  is  inundated  with  paper 
money.  We  talk  about  the  example  of  Eng- 
land. But  I  do  not  wish  our  imitation  of  that 
nation  to  go  too  far.  Look  at  her  condition. 
With  a  fine  country,  she  is  overrun  with  pau- 
pers. She  has  to  keep  up  her  army  and  navy, 
and  support  her  poor.  The  people  of  thia 
oonntty  are  taxed  hard  enough  now.  They 
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vsnt  no  moM  ezpenffitares  to  inereue  the 
taxes.  But  we  are  told  that  this  cdlege  is  to 
eoflt  nothing,  or  next  to  nothiog:  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sonth  Oartdina  sars  there  Is  to  be 
no  extra  expense.  VeU,  ur,  it  is  alwi^  so. 
When  we  h^n  any  expense,  it  is  -verj  nnall — 
verj  trifling— bat  as  we  go  on,  these  things 
grow  with  onr  .  growth,  and  strengthen  with 
oar  streng^.  Joid  I  think  that,  ^  this  pro- 
vision is  adopted,  there  is  not  one  here  who 
knows  anj  thing  of  the  sum  which  this  school 
will  cost.  lb  is  a  tstj  easy  way  to  get  rid  of 
the  reeponfflhility  of  l^islating,  hy  leaving  the 
details  to  Execntive  discretion.  But  there 
were  many  thin^  in  relation  to  this  establish- 
ment if  it  were  to  be  anthorized  by  Congress, 
widen  onritt  to  be  kwked  tOk  It  ought  to  be 
dedded  irao  the  cadets  shoold  be,  who  went 
there.  And  if  they  go,  they  ought  first  to  be 
sent  to  sea,  to  discover  whether  they  have  a 
fpft  for  the  profession — ^for  I  am  a  great  believ- 
er in  gifls— and  believe  that  not  only  poets,  bnt 
heroes  are  bom  to  .their  trade.  I  say,  said  Kr. 
H.,  that  the  cadets  at  this  projected  institoUon 
will  be,  as  they  are  at  West  Point,  the  sons  of 
rich  men  exolasively.  or  nearly  so.  Wdlj  sir, 
what  will  yon  do  with  all  these  restless  spirits, 
after  yon  have  tanght  them  the  trade  of  arms? 
Can  you  expect  to  keep  the  conn  try  at  peace, 
when  it  ia  full  of  soldiers)  Don't  yon  see  that 
these  men  mnst  have  fighting  to  do,  to  keep 
them  from  doin^  mischief  f  I  nad  a  list  of  the 
sons  of  the  dignitaries  of  the  empire  who  were 
at  West  Point ;  and  I  should  r^ly  be  afraid 
to  show  it.  Is  this  the  way  to  seek  ont  mili- 
tary talents  t  to  take  the  son  of  eveiy  great 
man,  and  leave  obscnre  abilities  to  lie  idle?  It 
is  a  bad  system.  I  believe  there  is  talent  in 
the  country  for  every  emergency — and  I  be- 
lieve we  shall  never  have  better  officers  in  the 
lino,  than  we  had  in  the  Revolution,  when  edu- 
cation for  the  military  seevice  could  not  be 
had.  Yon  most  appoint  officers  that  your  men 
will  follow — men  that  can  command  their  sol- 
ders. Oonrage,  sfter  all,  is  the  requisite  qual- 
ity—and  of  that  we  have  a  great  plenty.  Conr- 
■ge  is  Hke  dder,  it  is  good  tor  nothing  nnUl  it 
works ;  and  true  oonrage  never  be^na  to  work 
nntil  it  comes  near  the  enemy.  A  man  may  be 
very  good  at  planning,  and  in  the  sciences,  and 
yet  not  good  for  fighting.  We  are  told,  that 
this  edncation  for  the  Kavy,  is  to  cost  nothing 
— and  that  the  establishment  is  to  do  great 
good  without  any  expense.  These  ore  very 
fair  promises — but,  does  anybody  believe  that 
they  will  hold  out?  Did  we  ever  count  Uie 
cost  of  any  plan — or  stop  at  any  increase? 
We  are  always  advancing  in  expense.  We 
have  just  r^sed  the  salair  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  $6,000,  although  he  had  enough  bo- 
fore.  I  recdleot  when  Okleon  Granger  was  in 
the  office^  it  was  proposed  to  raise  it.  A  gm- 
tleman  from  Pennqrlvania  asked  if  the  salary 
was  enough  for  the  office,  and  the  duty.  It 
was  answered,  yes — but  it  was  not  enougli  for 
the  man.  "  Well,  then,"  r^oined  the  gentle- 


man  from  PennBylvania,  "let  him  rerign,  and 
we  will  get  another."  They  had  within  a  few 
years  created  a  Board  of  Navy  ComnuMoncn^ 
which  was  to  be  a  saving  also ;  but  it  tnnud 
out  that  they  got  good  fat  salaries,  and  so  viQ 
the  professors  of  your  Kaval  School  Tbty 
won't  work  for  nothing.  Formeriy  two  men 
were  sufficient  for  doorkeepers,  Ac,  to  tlie  two 
Houses ;  but  now  there  is  a  regiment.  1  recol- 
lect, said  Hr.  IC.,  and  the  gentlemaa  from 
Maryland  (Ur.  Smith)  remembers  it  too,  when 
the  clerks,  in  the  offices  of  Congress  at  PliiU- 
delphia,  had  to  work  at  night.  Kow  we  d^ 
crease  tiie  labor,  and  increaM  thnr  nmnben 
and  their  salaries.  Our  greatest  nddGctnu 
was,  during  the  war,  that  we  had  no  men  d 
experience.  It  was  aaid,  that  smna  itf  the 
oers  were  too  old,  and  had  foraot  whst  tb^ 
once  knew.  Then  th»e  were  the  jooaf  men 
who  had  no  experience,  and  between  tftem  we 
were  fonnd  very  deficieat.  The  geDtlenua 
from  Maryland  says,  that  the  cadets  at  TTeft 
Point  are  all  poor  men's  sons.  I  wonld  asi: 
the  gentleman  whether  these  poor  people  lud 
no  rich  kin,  or  whether  their  ancestors  wen 
not  rich ;  because  the  rich  always  hare  the 

£ reference,  and  are  taken  first.  I  shsU  go,  said 
tr.  M.,  no  farther.  These  are  my  thooghts  oo 
the  establishmMit  of  a  Kaval  School,  and  ti 
nobody  had  previous^  exprcosed  thnn,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Hatkb  stud  he  rose  witSmooUMrpntpasf 
than  to  correct  the  gentleman  from  Korth 
Carolina.  I  did  not  saj,  as  the  gentleman  sup- 
poses, that  the  establishtnent  <rf'B  NstsI  ScM 
would  require  no  extra  expense.  I  said  tneniT, 
that,  with  regard  to  the  popils;,  there  would  be 
no  extra  expense,  because,  as  they  are  dow  in 
the  servfce,  they  would  receive  the  pav  onlj 
which  they  would  receive  were  there  no  Acad- 
emy. But  tiiere  will  be  an  additional  exftm 
for  professors  and  teachers.  The  bill  propose 
that  the  Preudent  of  the  United  Stales  sIuU 
form  a  plan  for  the  institntion,  to  be  sobmitted 
to  Congress  at  the  next  seetrion.  The  detul» 
were,  therefore,  not  now  brfon  the  Seoai^ 
and  the  whole  matter  would  be  hetan  tben 
next  year.  There  was  another  misapprehoi- 
sion  in  the  remarks  of  the  gendenan  fmn 
Korth  Carolina.  He  supposes  that  there 
no  deficiency  in  our  officers.  In  this  he  wu 
mistaken.  It  was  that  deficiency  which  sug- 
gested the  idea  of  a  Naval  Academy. 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  correctly  stated, 
that  many  of  our  midshipmen  were  found  defi- 
cient in  mathematical  niowledge,  and  it  wti 
because  they  had  no  advantages  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  science.  It  was  said  by  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  that  some  men  cuae  Itm 
the  hand  of  their  Creatw,  great,  in  detpile  of 
the  absenoe  of  education— that  God  made 
them  great.  Thia  waa  true;  and  snchtnind! 
usually  broke  through  the  trammek  of  their 
condition,  and  became  dietiogaished  by  t^e 
mere  force  of  genius.  But  what  shall  we  do 
with  the  la^  man  of  minds  of  a  oonrnw 


IfavalAmdemf. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBESS. 


FttKUT,  1827.] 


t7)Ua  TungtOt. 


order,  unendowed  vlth  these  great  natural 
qualities  I  Their  humbler  talents  must  be 
timed  to  serrioeable  aocoant:  for  q>lendid  tal- 
ents are  not  Bafflciraitly  alnindant  to  sapplj  the 
ranks  of  taj  profe^on.  If  we  agree  m  this, 
then  edocation  is  important.  If  we  refer  to 
nuBttrj  matters,  we  ought  to  oonsolt  military 
nea:  tf  to  navu  afihn^  we  ODght  to  ask  the 
ofHiiioiu  d  our  naval  heroes— and  the;  believe 
(hat  the  plwk  now  propoeed  Is  the  best,  for  the 
interests  both  of  the  servioe  and  the  ooDntry. 

Mr.  lUooH  said,  in  repljr,  that  he  was  con- 
Tinoed  of  the  fact  tliat  there  was  no  defioiency 
io  the  officers  of  the  Havy.  He  had  been  told 
bj  an  officer  of  the  Navy,  many  years  ago,  that 
(>)iigre8s  was  raining  the  Navy.  He  saM  there 
wen  officers  called  Congress  officers,  who  were 
qmointed  without  the  proper  qnalificaticms, 
iiu  that  arcumstance  gave  rise  to  the  regula- 
tion that  middiipmen  uonld  not  be  promoted 
mtil  tbey  had  been  examined. 

The  QiKetion  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
meoti^red  by  Vr.  Sioth,  of  Bonth  Carolina, 
■nd  dedded  in  the  negative. 


SATonnAT,  Febmaiy  17. 
Ohio  TWnpOw. 

On  motion  of  ICr.  Hssnuocs,  the  bill  to  an* 
thorize  the  United  States  to  subscribe  for  stock 
In  the  Colnmbns  and  Sandnsky  Tompike  Oom- 
putj,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  SuTH,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  was  opposed 
to  the  pnyect.  If  no  other  person  wonld  raise 
a  voice  against  this  system,  he  should  consider 
it  his  datf  to  do  so.  Iliey  had  given  the 
States  land,  and  he  thought  it  might  be  proper 
to  give  agun :  but  the  Qovenunent  ought  to 
mp  out  of  these  penucioafl  oo-partnerBhtpB. 
They  had  sobscribed  for  canal  and  road  stock 
in  tnany  instances,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
tm$t  the  companies  to  complete  their  works, 
not  to  share  aitj  profit ;  and,  after  havinc  paid 
tkor  diare  of  the  expenses,  then  they  s^d  ont 
their  stock  for  a  song,  and  left  the  companies 
to  reap  the  benefit.  Congress  was  fiut  becom- 
iiif  a  finirited  stock-Jobb^ ;  falling  into  every 
prcge^  that  was  aet  afloat,  and  it  was  not  im- 
probable that  the  next  that  would  be  known, 
the  United  States  would  be  deei^y  engaged  in 
the  WooUen  Mannfiutore.  They  had  a&eady 
togiged  In  hanking,  and  were  speculating 
largely  in  bank  stock— -end  Heaven  only  knew 
wlnt  th^  would  engage  In  next  He  was  an 
CMn^  to  these  schwnes,  and  he  woold  repMt 
it— give  land  if  yon  will,  no  matter  if  yon  give 
tea  section*  on  each  ride  of  the  road ;  bnt  keep 
out  of  these  profitless  partnerriiips. 

Mr.  Kioox  remarked,  that  he  saw  in  his  seat 
«  gentleman,  who,  he  believed^  was  one  of  the 
ont  settlers  of  Tennessee,  and  also  cms  who 
knew  snnething  of  the  first  settlement  of  Ken- 
tucky. That  country  was  well  settled  before 
^  vsr:  snd  how  was  it  settled!  The  United 
States  nude  no  roods  for  the  vea^o:  but, 
■OQthow  or  other,  Huiy  gat  aumg  without 


them.  How  was  Pennsylvania  settled!  and, 
indeed,  how  were  all  new  States  settled  at 
first  f  Why,  they  had  to  work  their  own  way, 
and  do  as  well  as  they  could.  It  was  a  new 
thing  to  him,  this  making  of  roads ;  and.  he 
thonght  it  going  a  step  too  far,  and  antieipatiDg 
prosperity.  Indeed,  every  thing  seemed  to  him 
to  have  dianged,  of  late  years,  In  remeot  to  the 
new  States,  md  eertdnly,  be  Ihoog^t,  not  toe 
the  better. 

Mr.  BxKBtiN  sud  thai,  as  he  understood  the 
bill  at  present,  tbis  was  a  donation  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  of  a  quantity  of  land,  the  value  of 
which  had  not  been  stated  to  the  Senate.  He 
wished  to  inquire  the  valne  of  the  land  whioh 
it  was  now  proposed  to  rive  away ;  and,  also, 
what  secarity  OoiuresB  bad,  that  it  would  be 
applied  to  the  objects  oontemplated !  Until 
these  items  of  information  were  obtained,  the 
Senate  were  legislating  In  the  dark,  and  were 
granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  a  pared  of  land, 
without  aaj  guarantee  that  it  would  be  devoted 
to  aid  flie  eonatntotion  of  the  road  in  question. 

Ex.  HnmHaon  remarked,  that  this  was  sdd 
to  be  a  donation ;  bnt  be  considered  It  to  have 
been  riven  in  the  same  manner  as  the  land  in 
aid  of  the  canals ;  and  tiiat  the  United  States 
would  gun  a  benefit  from  it^  in  the  enbanoe> 
ment  of  the  value  of  the  contiguous  lands.  In 
this  case,  two  sections  deep  of  land  were  givoi 
on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  while  all  the  land 
on  the  eastern  ride  was  the  property,  still,  of 
the  United  States.  As  to  the  lands,  they  were 
mostly  wild  lands,  and,  he  believed,  they  were 
in  the  market  at  the  mimmum  price  of  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents.  This  was  all  the  In- 
formation he  could  give ;  but  he  wonld  refer 
the  gentleman  to  the  petition  of  the  Leririatnre 
oi  Ohio,  which  was  on  the  Becretary"B  tabU. 
In  regvd  to  the  guarantee  which  Congress 
would  have  fw  the  proper  application  of  these 
lands,  it  existed  in  tbe  good  faith  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  which,  he  thought,  might  be  consid- 
ered sufficient.  It  would  also  be  observed,  that 
the  land  was  granted  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  the  road,  and  it  could  not  be  applied 
otherwise.  As  to  the  time  (rf  malting  the  road, 
he  saw  no  objection  to  limiting  the  State  in 
that  respect 

Hr.  CHAswa  srid  that  the  project  was,  in 
his  view,  altogether  inexpedient  and  improper. 
The  State  of  Ohio  oontained  a  pf^nlation 
600^000  souls,  and  yet  th^  asked  for  aaristance 
to  make  a  road ;  and  demanded  of  Congress  to 
give  two'  sectiona  of  land,  to  what  dlstanoe 
they  were  not  UAH  Beaiiles,  In  m^ing  this 
grant,  the  company  was  not  restricted  ftom 
taxing  the  people  and  the  Government,  by  tolls, 
rithough  Congress  was  to  make  the  road  for 
them.  He  thoucht  the  people  of  Ohio  were 
able  to  make  their  own  roads ;  and,  nnder  this 
<minion,  he  should  move  to  lay  the  bill  xmon 
the  table.   He,  however,  withdrew  his  motion. 

Hr.  Haoov  sud,  that  the  State  of  Ohio,  he 
knew,  could  not  tax  the  publio  lands  for  five 
yeaza  ifter  they  wtn  md;  and  gentlemu 
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talked  at  tUi^  as  If  it  were  a  great  harcUhiD. 
Bat  it  alwaji  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  benefit 
to  the  State^  r^er  than  an  ii\]niT<  It  would 
do  the  State,  he  thought,  vwj  httle  good  to 
tax  peoide  when  thej  ud  first  settled  in  a  wild 
ooontir,  and  when  they  had  nothinf  to  pay 
taxes  with.  It  was  supposed  that  toe  State 
ought  to  wiit  natU  they  had  scraped  a  little 
something  together,  before  they  h^an  to  tax 
them ;  and  not  lay  a  tax  on  poor  people  in  the 
woods,  who  had  as  mneh  as  ituj  otrald  do  to 
keep  body  and  sonl  together.  The  exempticai 
inm  taxatioa  tm  five  years,  seemed  to  hun  to 
have  been  of  great  beiMflt  to  the  State  of  OUo, 
as  it  had  bron^  in  peqde  to  isttlii  and  in 
that  way  increased  the  popolation. 

Alter  a  oMLtinnatim  of  the  debate  Measn. 
WooDBCTT,  Hjjoiaov,  OHAVDuoLjoanKni  of 
Eentnoky,  Sunn  of  Maryland,  Houns,  and 
BcGOUs,  the  amendment  was  adopted,  19  to 
15 ;  whoi  the  Inll  was  wdered  to  ba  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


TnauT,  Ibrdi  1. 
Tka  VmUtd  Aofaa  ffmrgia,  and  tta  OnA 

ISi.  BmoH,  from  the  Select  Ocnnmittee  on 


[lluKii,un. 

the  Hessage  of  the  Pnaid«Bt  of  the  UiAcd 
States,  of  tiie  6th  Fehniai^in  relatimi  to  tb« 
differences  between  the  United  Statci  and 
GeOT(^  made  a  long  rqxsi;  wUeh  ¥u 
read. 

The  report  onnnhwtoa  with  the  f viiif  re>- 
olntiion  i 

JtMoiptdy  TW  Um  Prefideat  of  the  TTnlted  Sum 
be,  raspectftilly,  requested  to  contiime  Us  excHiou 
to  obtain  from  the  Creek  Indkos  a  nSboMmat 
of     cUm  to  had*  vllfain  the  Barita  «r  QsQfgh. 


Fbidat,  Uanh  9. 

The  resolntion  aocompanyiiig  the  report  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Geor;^  ffifficul- 
tira,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Yioa  Pbmidbiit  wen  said  that  he  rm 
In  pursuance  of  a  notice  pven  yesteida^,  tod 
having  offered  the  Senators  bis  best  wishes  for 
a  safe  and  happy  return  to  their  homsi^  icCind 
from  the  chair. 

ICr.  Bill,  from  the  committee  to  wut  ob 
the  Preddent,  reported  that  he  had  no  fortbcr 
oommunioation  to  make  to  the  Senate. 

On  motin,  the  Senate  ti«  a^oanMd,iiM 


A^tmmmaU. 
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filXEIEEm  GONGBESS.-SECOKD  SESSION. 

PBOOSBDINaS  AND  DEBATES 
nr 

THE  HOUSE  OF  REPBESEKTATIVES. 


ICovUT,  Deoember  4, 18S6. 

At  twelve  oVlock  the  Hotue  was  called  to 
order,  by  Roa.  Jobn  "W.  Tatlos,  of  Kev  York. 
Speaker  d  the  Hoose.  The  roll  being  called 
mr  bj  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  (MATxnrw  Sr. 
Cua  OiABKK,  £sq.,)  one  himdnd  and  seren- 
tr-«i(^t  Representatiyes  and  three  Delegates 
uswoed  to  their  names. 

The  mul  message  having  been  luterehanged 
Tith  the  Senate,  s  canmittee  vas  ordered  to 
be  appointed,  Jointly  with  a  committee  on  the 
pirt  of  the  Sen&te  of  the  United  States,  to  wait 
on  the  Presideot,  and  announce  to  him  the  or- 
paiatioD  ot^M  two  Hotuea. 


TcssDAT,  December  B. 

Mr.  L&THBOP,  frmn  the  Joint  Oomndttee  ap- 
poioted  to  wut  on  the  President  of  the  United 
Matu,  ind  inform  him  that  th»  two  Houses 
vcre  in  sessioa,  and  ready  to  receive  any  com- 
unuicatioa  he  might  pleased  to  nudce,  re- 
ported that  they  had  attended  to  the  duty  as- 
afoed  them,  and  that  the  Prendent  had  re- 
plied that  he  would  send  a  commmiioation  to 
nxh  HoDses  tiiis  day  at  twelve  o^dock. 

A  IbsMge,  with  accompanying  doonments, 
nstben  reouved  frmn  the  Frendeat,  by  the 
Imdi  of  Mr.  Johx  Abami,  fata  inivate  secre- 
ttty,udwaa  read  at  the  Olerk^s  table.  \F<x 
MMge^  tee  Braate  Prooeedinga,  p.  B86.] 

Ob  motioa  of  Hr.  Lathbop,  the  Heasage  and 
docnments  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
ttw  whole  House,  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
nd  ax  thounnd  copies  otdmd  to  bepioted, 
&r  the  ase  of  the  members. 

KoHDAT,  December  18. 
Sniffration  <ff  Inditma. 
A  resolution  Idd  on  the  table  by  If  r.  UoLbah, 
of  Ohio,  on  the  16th  instant,  was  taken  up,  and 
ttad,  as  fcdlows : 

"  Wm<  That  the  SeeretaiT  of  Wat  be  dbeeted 
t«  cMwaaieaie  to  tUa  Bmsa  anjr  iofbimatloa  la 


Us  department,  not  heretofore  commtiiUoated,  ia 
relation  to  the  diapositton  of  the  several  Indian 
tribes,  within  the  United  States,  to  emigrate  weat  of 
the  Jiiada^tpfi ;  and  whether  there  are  any  obstacles 
to  tbdr  lemoval,  known  to  the  department ;  and,  if 
ao,  his  optnion  aa  to  the  method  best  calculated  to 
overcome  them ;  and  whether  the  teachers  of  schools 
now  in  operation  among  them,  are  fiivorable  to  the 
policy  of  their  removal;  and  whether,  in  the  event 
of  an  appropriatloQ  being  made  to  defray  the  es- 
pense  of  suoh  removal  and  settlemeat,  tliere  are  any 
reasons  to  authorize  the  belief  that  they  will  co- 
operate In  the  measure.** 

YiNTOsr  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  the 
following: 

"  Also,  any  information  ahowing  the  progress  any 
of  sud  tribes  bsTe  made  la  civilization,  and  partic- 
ularly In  the  art  of  agriculture ;  what  tribes  have 
manifested  a  dispodtion  to  emigrate,  and  what.  If 
any,  are  unwilling  to  do  so,  and  their  obJectioM 
amlnst  the  measure :  whether  they  are  acquainted 
mth  the  nature  and  ritnation  of  the  country  to 
which  they  are  to  be  removed ;  and  to  what  partie- 
nlar  district  or  AMricts  of  country  west  of  the  Hia- 
ris^jn^  they  ought.  In  his  oi^nion,  to  be  removed; 
whether  they  are  irilUng  to  abandon  the  chase,  and 
depend,  for  their  subsistence,  npoa  the  pnrsnit  of 
agriculture,  ai^  the  aita  of  Mvwsed  lUe;  whether 
they  have  been  made  eleariy  to  understand  the  nap 
ture  and  fbrm  of  the  Government  proposed  to  be 
instituted  over  them ;  whether  the  chiefs,  head-men, 
and  people,  of  the  tribes,  are  willing  to  dissolve  their 
exisUng  political  relations ;  whether  they  are  will- 
ing the  United  Sutes  should  create  a  Oovemment 
over,  and  make  laws  for  them ;  whether  they  are 
willing  to  change  the  tenure  of  thrirbmds,andhoId 
them  in  severalty;  whether  the  tribes  west  of  the 
Hisnsripirf  are  willing  the  Indians  In  the  States  and 
Territories  should  be  concentrated  in  their  country ; 
whether  they  are  advised  of  the  hitentioua  and  ob- 
jects of  the  Government,  and  are  also  willing  to 
come  into  its  measures ;  whether  there  is  good  rea- 
son to  believe  the  Indians  now  in  the  States  and 
Territories  will,  upon  removal,  be  able  to  provide  fbr 
thenuclves  the  means  of  subdstenee,  without  the  aid 
of  the  Oovemment ;  the  probable  annual  expenao 
ot  the  necsaaaiy  wtifllea  of  tood,  and  the  nonbtr 
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of  ytm  uaeh  tSA  would  be  rcqnired ;  the  pnbMa 
umul  expenee  of  edueeting  ^eir  ehUdfea,  ud  of 
thb  agai stance  and  iostniction  neoeaBary  to  be  given 
them  in  agriculture  and  the  arts;  with  an  estimate 
of  the  probable  annual  expenee  of  the  Goremmeat 
proposed  to  be  insUtuted  over  them,  and  of  the  mil- 
itary force  ne,ceaBar7  for  the  preaerraUoa  of  peace 
•od  the  execution  of  the  laws." 

Kr.  KoLbut  was  aa  denroiu  of  obtunitig 
everj  kind  of  information,  having  the  remotest 
bearing  on  this  anbjeot,  as  any  gentleman  in 
the  House ;  nor  iras  it  hia  wish  to  impede  tiie 
inquiry  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio :  at 
the  same  time,  he  Tonld  greatly  prefer  haring 
the  propositions  of  the  genUemon,  now  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment,  made  the  sul^ect  of  an 
original  and  indwendent  mcjiitioD.  The  gen- 
tleman oonld  not  bat  be  aware,  and  bo  must  the 
Boose  be,  generally,  that  mooh,  nay,  the  &r 
greater  put,  of  the  uiformaticnt  desired  la  not 
m  possession  of  the  Department,  and,  of  course, 
cannot  be  conunnnicated.  As  to  many  of  the 
points,  every  gentleman  in  the  House  was,  prob- 
ab^,  OS  well  informed  as  the  Department ;  they 
certainly  possessed  the  same  opportunity  to  be- 
come so.  The  resolution,  as  originally  pre- 
sented, contained  Bufficiont  inquiry  to  put  Con- 
gresa  in  possearion  of  all  that  was  necessary  to 
enable  tnem  to  judge  whether  any,  and  what, 
legislation  was  reqniute.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  calls  for  a  general  history  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  Indian  trilwa ;  the  military  force  re- 
quired to  guard  it  and  the  total  ezpenae  of 
gathering,  preaerrinfl,  and  maintaining  tiie 
tribea,  i^en  remored.  There  was,  aor^,  no 
need  of  appending  an  inquiry  of  this  extent  to 
the  simple  proposition  he  had  offered  to  the 
House.  Ho,  therefore,  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  consent  to  withdraw  the  amendment, 
end  let  the  original  resolution  be  passed  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  OwBK,  of  Alabama,  thought  that  the 
propositions  included  in  the  amendment,  were 
so  nomerous  and  so  dlrernfied,  that  the  House 
could  flcaroely  be  in  a  state  of  preparation  to 
Tote  upon  tb«n  at  this  time.  Toe  subject 
woold,  ere  long,  come  officially  befbre  the 
Hoase,  when  tibey  would  be  called  to  act  <nt 
it  with  deliberation.  The  amendment  was  oal* 
oulated  to  draw  m  a  discusrion,  in  which  the 
merits  of  the  geueral  question  would  unavoida- 
bly  be  mixed  up.  Be  wished  to  avoid  that  dis- 
cussiou ;  and  he,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
amendment,  for  the  present^  upon  the  table. 

The  Chair  decided  that  this  course  i^uld  not 
be  in  order ;  if  the  amendment  was  liud  on  the 
table,  the  original  resolution  must  be  alsa 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Waionr,  of  Ohio,  the  rea- 
olution  of  Hr.  HoLbait,  with  Hr.  Yintos's 
amendment  thereto,  were  both  laid  on  the  table. 

Qw^aw  Indiani. 

The  resolution  hud  on  the  table  by  Hr.  Tnr- 
To:r,  on  tlie  Ifith  instant,  was  taken  up  and  read, 
aa  follows ; 

JiMQAisd;  That  tha  Beeretary  «f  War  be  Greeted 


[DnHMB,  1821 

to  coBumuueate  to  tUs  House  tfie  inlroelleui  te 
the  eomiDisBioaata  Cor  nagotfatfiiff  with  the  Qoapav 
nadon  of  XndiaM  the  treaty  of  tns  16th  KovcBbtr, 
1B24 ;  also,  any  corremondenee  or  other  infonna- 
tion  in  the  poaaesdoo  of  the  War  Department,  tooek- 
ing  the  present  condition  of  said  nMion  ik  Indians ; 
and  the  measures,  if  any,  that  bare  been  taken  to 
alleviate  their  distresses." 

Hr.  YnnroN  then  went  somewhat  at  large 
into  a  stidement  of  what  he  understood  (main- 
ly from  the  public  prints)  to  be  the  present  dis" 
tressed  condition  of  the  Quutaw  tribe,  who 
were  in  pressing  need  of  food,  and  in  danger, 
many  of  them,  of  perishii^  if  aid  was  not 
speedily  administered.  In  Kplj  to  a  remark, 
that  a  call  like  that  he  had  offered  was  unpre- 
cedented, he  referred  to  an  inquiry,  very  smi- 
lar,  ordered  by  the  House  last  seadon,  in  r^aid 
to  the  Florida  Indians;  andof  sodi  iinpoftaBN 
waa  that  inquiry,  that  the  loAmnatiat  it  elie> 
ited,  had  resolted  in  the  i^iproniatiim  of  tSO,- 
000  for  the  relief  of  that  tuui^y  tribe,  and 
had  doubtless  saved  many  of  them  f^om  an  un- 
timely grave.  It  was  posable  that  ihejmsasl 
inquiry,  if  agreed  to  by  the  Honae,  might  issw 
in  a  umilar  desirable  result. 

Hr.  CoNWAT,  of  Arkansas,  said,t2iat  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  was  certuoly  premature  in 
censuring  the  officers  of  Government,  in  Ar- 
kansas, hefore  he  knows  that  they  hare  tran- 
scended their  powers,  or  violated  the  instruc- 
tions which  ^ey  may  have  received  from  the 
Government,  in  relation  to  the  Qo^w  Indi- 
ans. The  treaty  to  which  the  {KnUemanr^n. 
(said  Hr.  0.,)  was  made  by  Uie  Secretary  <st 
the  Territory,  while  acting  aa  GoTem<H<— was 
ratified  by  the  proper  autiiorities,  and  an  a^ 

{iropriation  was  made  by  Congress  to  carry  it 
nto  effect.  That  appropriation,  and  in^mc- 
tiouB  to  apply  it  to  the  object  tor  whidi  it  was 
intended,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Govern- 
or Izard,  and,  I  presume,  the  provisions  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  the  Qnapaws,  last  Sum- 
mer, were  pud  for  out  of  that  sum.  What  the 
instructions  to  the  Conmussioner  (Mr.  CritteD- 
den)  have  to  do  with  the  sufferings  ttf  the  Qua- 
paws,  I  cannot  conceive.  His  conduct  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Government,  and  I  have  oer- 
er  heard  of  his  being  censured  In  any  other 
quarter.  Tbo  Governor,  too,  baa,  I  have  no 
doubt,  discharged  his  duties  fidtlinilly ;  and  I 
must  beg  the  gentleman  frtim  OMo  to  mspeoi 
the  sentence  wUch  he  seems  ^sposed  to  pax 
upon  tiiose  officers,  until  his  call  is  answered, 
when  he  will  find  that  there  is  nothing  in  their 
conduct  to  disapprove.  With  these  remarks 
in  defence  of  the  officers  implicated,  I  am  will- 
ing for  the  resolution  to  pass. 

M,  CooEB  sdd,  in  explanation,  that  he  had 
not  the  least  intention  to  prevent  the  inqnirv 
as  to  the  sufferings  of  these  Indians,  and  their 
need  of  relief;  but  the  resolution  covered  much 
wider  ground;  it  called  for  the  Prefident's 
instructions,  given  two  years  since,  to  the  Com- 
mWonen  appointed  to  negotiate  the  treatr. 
For  this  he  could  see  no  possible  neocsBtty; 
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UMtiMtjhadbeeDexeoQted;  if  tlie  gentlanan 
vonld  modify  fads  nBolntkm,  >o  as  to  omit  tliis 
pirt  of  it,  he  would  wtllinglr  vote  ior  all  the 
r^nfl.  As  to  providing  raief  for  these  Indi- 
ans, if  required,  no  one  would  be  more  ready 
tiun  hinuMf  to  vote  for  it, 

Ur.  0.  mored  to  ti^^kA  ont  danae  whioh 
went  to  ask  for  these  instruetiona,  and  the  mo- 
ttoo  prerailed — ayes  64,  noes  44, 

Tm  resdation,  aa  amendad,  wu  then  agraed 
tftlij  the  Bobml 


WkdnbbdaTi  December  20. 
JSiicntaeAawni  m  Ohoetau  Laiidg. 
A  resdnticHi  moved  Iff  Kr.  Hailb,  yester- 
day, and  laid  <hi  the  taUe  for  coudoeration, 
waa taken  np,  and  read,  as  foDows: 

"  Aue^Md;  That  the  Beerettry  of  War  be  ffirwted 
to  oomtnaoioUe  to  this  House  any  infomwUoa  in 
bu  potMsrion,  aa  to  the  number  of  white  persoos 
vbo  hire  encroached  upon  the  lands  granted  to 
tite  Qtoctaw  nation  of  Indiana,  in  Arkansas,  in  lien 
of  t  part  of  their  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States 
OB  ibk  side  of  the  Hissisdppi ;  and  also  to  state 
to  tliia  House,  whether  the  Indbns  hare  remon- 
■tmed  anfattt  this  encroadiment,  to  the  Depert- 
wnt  of  War,  and  whether  the  In^ans  eonaider 
tbeir  lands  west  of  the  Missiisippi  lUTer,  as  granted 
to  tbem  for  cTer." 

Xr.  ComrxT  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
bj  striking  ont  ail  after  the  word  Seiohedj  and 
in^rting  as  follows : 

"  Tbit  the  SecreUry  of  War  be  directed  to  com- 
nanicale  to  this  House  any  Information  In  his  pos- 
<Ha(m,astothe  namber  of  wlilte  persons  living  oa 
ibc  Cboetew  hnds  in  Ariiaasas,  the  period  at  wMeh 
■ud  penoBS  settled  cm  soeh  lands,  whether  befbre 
or  fldweqoent  to  the  treaty  made  with  said  Indians, 
u  Dosk's  Stand,  in  1 830 ;  the  extent  of  the  improre- 
neoti  made  bj  Kud  settlers  prior  to  said  treaty ; 
i»  qouitity  of  land  claimed  by  the  Choctaws  west 
of  Hit  MUsappl ;  and  bow  much  of  said  land  lies 
h  AAsataa,  the  number  of  the  Choctaws  liring  on 
Hid  hud;  and  whether  the  Choctaws  in  the  State 
^Miiritti)^  bare,  at  any  time,  mamfested  a  de^re 
Ueetignte  to  their  western  lands ;  and,  if  so,  what 
■M  prerented  tbeir  removal :  and,  also,  to  com- 
annieate  to  tliis  House  a  copy  of  an  order  issned  by 
thtSMKtarrofWar.onthe  15th  December,  1818, 
n  nhtien  to  settleis  on  the  bnda  now  claimed  by 
tttC»M>ctaw8,weat  of  the  Misnasippi;  and  any  re- 
BOMianee  wlddi  tlie  Choctaws  may  have  made  in 
nbtioB  to  tlie  eaeraachmmts  of  Ot»  whiles  npra 
Ikeirlwdi.- 

Vr.  Huu  oljected  to  the  amendment,  as  a 
wntitute  for  his  resolntion.  Distinct  inquiries, 
<V  tud,  were  soogfat  for  in  his  resolntion,  that 
Ten  not  embraced  in  t^e  anbstitnte  offered  by 
w  sentleman  fVom  Arkansas.  He  wfaOied  his 
i^Intioa  to  pass  in  its  present  shape.  It  was 
*iih  reactance  he  appeared  before  the  House 
^  soitiun  the  resoiaUon  now  nnder  considera- 
tiOQ.  Bat  the  interest  of  the  State  he  had  the 
noaor  to  represent,  imperiously  demanded  that 
MAoQldTiEdicate  its  rights.  Mr.  H.  stated, 
^  had  DO  di^Mrition  to  interfere  with  the  peo- 
pieo(AikaiMa,fbrther  than  daty  imposed  the 


neoeoity  tipon  him.  The  subjects  of  inqui- 
ry embraced  in  the  resola^on  (said  he)  are 
oalcolated  to  awaken  publio  attention,  and 
ought  to  elicit  the  feelings  of  this  House.  It 
is  mmored  that  the  whites  faaTe  encroached 
upon  the  Choctaw  lands  in  Arkansas ;  infor- 
matioa  is  sought  for  on  this  suljeot.  Tne  Gor- 
ennnent  Aoiud  Interflare  to  protect  the  ^diana 
from  ftirUwr  enoroadunent  It  may  be  asked, 
What  has  the  State  of  IGssisaippi  to  do  in  the 
aflUrs of  Arkansas)  Whatright  has  she  to  in- 
terfere in  this  business  f  Hie  answer  is  plain, 
and  win  clearly  oonvinoe  every  nnpr^ndiced 
person  that  these  enoroaohments  militate  against 
ner  rights.  The  removal  of  the  Indians  from 
her  chartered  limits  is  retarded.  The  persons 
lately  authorized  to  hold  treaties  with  the  In- 
dians within  her  limits,  I  tmderstand,  have 
failed  to  make  a  purchase,  I  am  unable  to  dis- 
cover the  oanses  that  produced  this  fisilure — 
a  failure  deeply  r^^etted  by  every  dtizen  of 
that  State.  It  mns^  therefore,  be  evident  to 
this  Home,  that  any  encroachment  nptm  the 
Ohoctaw  landa,  west  d  the  river  Ifimssippi, 
must  be  oalonlated  to  retard  the  removal  « 
those  Indians.  A  country  was  given  to  these 
Vidians  as  an  equivalent  for  the  cesdon  of  their 
l«ids  to  the  United  States,  on  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  That  country  was  pointed 
out  to  them  by  Generals  Jackson  and  Hinds  as 
desirable,  and  one  that  they  could  guarantee  to 
them  forever  by  treaty.  If  a  treaty  has  been 
entered  into  with  ^ese  Indians,  it  onglit  to  be 
folfilled.  If  a  covenant  has  been  entered  into, 
it  ought  to  be  religiously  kept  Treaties  be- 
tween nations  oa^t  to  lie  sacred.  Nothing, 
s^  Mr.  H.,  win  add  so  great  a  glory  to  this  • 
Bepnblic,  as  an  inviolable  fidelity  In  our  en- 
paeements  with  tiie  Indians.  Sir,  said  ISi.  H., 
It  u  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  concen- 
trate, as  fast  as  she  can,  her  white  population ; 
to  ranove  the  Indian  tribes,  for  their  preservo- 
tion,  west  of  the  Misrisdppl,  and  to  establish 
some  form  of  government  over  them.  But  can 
the  General  Government  expect  that  the  Indians, 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  the  State  of  10s- 
rissippi,  wilt  remove  west  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, unless  they  are  convinced  that  the 
oonntry  already  as^gned  them  will  be  guar- 
anteed, and  that  they  will  be  protected 
ftom  intmsion  t  If  these  eneraaohments  are 
permitted,  the  Indians  wiU  be  fiutened  upon  na 
without  the  hope  of  ranovaL  If  th^  are  en- 
croached upon  on  the  west  bank,  and  a  surren- 
der of  the  lands  which  have  been  granted  to 
them  demanded  by  the  United  States ;  if,  in- 
stead of  meeting  with  protection,  they  meet 
with  affitession;  they  wiU  never  remove. 
They  wul  nerer  abandon  their  possessions  on 
this  side  of  the  Hissiasippi.  Who  will  sow,  if 
imother  is  to  come  and  reap  the  harvest !  What 
conld  influence  any  man  to  emigrate,  if  he  is 
told  his  residence  will  be  temporary,  and  that 
another  will  inevitably  dispossess  him  of  his 
riffhtl  These  things  have  had  their  influenoe 
with  the  lodiani^  and  no  doubt  many  have  been 
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deterred  ftran  removing  to  the  Weit.  Mr.  H. 
stated,  in  oondiuioQ,  that  no  State  mffered  so 
much  inconvenienoe  from  Indian  tribes,  within 
their  chartered  linuta,  as  the  State  of  Hiasia- 
ripi^  Juaj  oaoses,  whatever,  that  operate  to 
retard  tlie  removal  of  theae  Indiana,  and  pre- 
vent the  acquisition  of  their  lands,  are  i^Jonooa 
to  her  prosperity  and  advancement. 

Kr.  QoKwxT  said  he  offered  this  amendment 
to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Uissia- 
aippi,  not  for  the  pnrpose  of  defeating  his  ob- 
ject hi  making  the  call,  bat  for  the  purpose  of 
^aing  information  on  some  points  not  named 
in  the  original  resolution.  It  is  tme,  as  the 
genUeman  states,  that  the  State  of  lOsBiasippi 
ia  interested  in  this  aaUect;  for  it  was  at  the 
instanoe  d  the  Delegauim  in  Congress  from 
that  State,  tiiat  a  tract  of  conntiT,  vest  of  the 
Uisriarippl,  as  Isiwe,  he  believed,  as  the  State 
of  ICflUinppi  itself;  was  ceded  to  the  Cfaootavs 
bj  the  treaty  of  1820.  On  the  lands  ceded  by 
that  treaty,  there  were  settled  prior  to  the 
treaty,  by  the  implied  permissicu  of  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
he  could  recollectf  aboot  three  hondred  and 
seventy-five  families,  who  certainly  were  not 
trespassers  upon  the  rights  of  the  Choctaws; 
becoose  they  settled  on  the  lands  previous  to 
the  treaty.  "When  it  was  made  known  to  the 
people  of  Arkansas  that  the  treaty  of  1820 
ceded  lands  to  the  Indians,  inhabited  by  our 
dtixena^  they  petitioned  the  Prerident  of  the 
United  States  to  repurchase  tiiose  lands ;  and 
an  q^ropriatioQ  was  made  by  Gongress  to  en- 
able him  to  comply  with  their  wishes.  Ia  the 
negotiation  with  the  Indians,  it  was  found  that 
e  they  were  willing  to  sell  only  a  port  of  the 
lands ;  leaving,  he  believed,  about  four  and  a 
half  millions  of  acres  of  Indian  lands  still  in  the 
Territory,  on  which  there  are  two  or  three 
thousand  citizens,  who  were  ordered  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  leave  the  lands ;  but  who, 
by  permission  of  the  Indians,  continue  to  oc- 
cupy their  improvements.  The  Indians  allowed 
them  to  remain  as  tenants,  saying  that,  when 
tiiey  moved  over  to  their  lands,  they  should 
vBat  oaea,  aad  the  Vfo^  of  Arkansas  could 
make  it  fd  them.  Then  Is,  at  this  time,  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  the  PnUlo  Lands,  a  sub- 
ject <x«neeted  with  this,  upon  which  the  com- 
mittee wants  information,  and  which  informa- 
tion is  called  for  by  the  proposed  amendment. 
After  this  explanation  of  my  object,  in  propos- 
ing the  amendment,  (taiA  ilr.  O.,)  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Misnssippi  will  accept  of  it  as 
a  modification  of  lus  own  resolution.  The  peo- 
ple of  Arkansas  have  no  desire  to  violate  the 
treaty  with  the  Choctaws.  They  occupied  the 
country  before  it  belonged  to  those  Indians, 
and  have  not,  since  tiie  treaty  was  made,  to  my 
knowledge,  encroached  upon  the  Indians. 

Hr.  Hjliui  finidly  modified  his  resolution,  by 
appending  thereto  the  amendment  pn^Kwed  by 
Mr.  OomrAT. 

If  r.  Woow  then  pn^Kwed  to  amend  that  part 
of  the  modified  resolution,  which  consisted  of 


p)s»isiis«a,  lOL 

the  part  raigiually  prcqraaed  by  Mr.  Oovwat, 
by  inserting  after  the  words,  "What  has  pre- 
vented  tlieir  removal,"  the  wwda,  and  wheth- 
er they  are  at  this  time  wiUiug  to  CBdgrate." 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
And  the  reedation,  as  thns  and 

umanAaA^  WH  adoptcd  bj  th*  HoOSe. 

Gdorgia  MilUia  CtaimM, 

Vt,  Vabox,  Ch^rman  of  the  Coannittee  on 
Uilitaty  Affurs,  acting  nnder  the  order  of  the 
conmuttee,  moved  to  discharge  that  oonunit- 
tee  from  the  farther  ccwnderstiMi  of  the  eob- 
ject  of  the  Georgia  Kilitia  Claims,  and  to  refer 
it  to  a  Select  Ccmimittee. 

Hr.  DuTTOir  moved  to  amrad  the  motkn 
by  sabetitnting  the  Committee  d  CSaims  for  s 
Select  Committee. 

ICr.  TBBsm  asked  for  the  reuoM  which 
had  induced  tiie  Military  Oommittee  to  direct 
such  a  motion  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Vajtoe  repUed,  that  the  m^  reaaoo  wsi 
that  the  subject  of  those  clums  was  not  one  of 
which  that  committee  properly  had  cognizance. 
When  this  matter  had  been  referred  to  them, 
at  a  former  eesuon,  the  oonmilttee  made  the 
same  objection ;  but  the  inquiry  had  been,  nev- 
ertheless, put  upon  themi,  ia  express  violati<a>, 
as  he  ^prehended,  of  a  standing  rule  of  the 
House,  which  role  he  would  send  to  the  Chair,  i 
thst  it  might  be  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  The  | 
rule  is  as  follows : 

**  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Aftkiia  to  take  into  coosldecatiaB  aft  aalfijectt 
relating  to  the  MiUtary  EstabUsbneat  aad  pebEc 
defence,  wtdch  may  be  referred  to  tbcB  by  the 
House,  and  to  report  tbeir  opinioo  therenpeB;  end 
also  to  report,  from  tine  to  time,  sndi  mcaeares  ss  | 
majr  contribute  to  economy  and  acconntshlHty  in 
the  said  establlshnieaU*' 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  hoped  that  the  motion  would 
not  prevail,  but  that  the  House  would  insdst  oo 
the  Militaiy  Committee's  taking  oognizaooe  at 
thia  snbject,  and  reporting  on  it  to  the  Houae. 
At  the  last  session,  an  honorable  ccAeagne  of 
his  had  moved  that  the  claims  might  be  refo*- 
red  to  a  Select  Gomndttee ;  but  his  motion  had 
been  refused,  and  on  the  express  sroond,  as 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir|^u%  in  bis 
place,  (Mr.  MoOot,)  that  there  was  more  wddtt 
and  importance  attached  to  the  report  of  a 
Standing  Committee  of  the  House  than  to  that 
of  a  Sdect  Committee.  Reports  of  Select  Com- 
mittees were  almost  always  in  favor  of  the 
measure  whidi  was  referred  to  them — its 
friends  being  usually  placed  on  such  conunit- 
tees.  At  the  last  Couness  this  subject  had 
been  referred  to  the  Militaiy  Conimitt«e :  and 
so,  too,  at  the  last  session  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, he  hoped  it  would  take  the  same  direc- 
tion. All  tlutt  the  members  from  Geotpa  de- 
sired, was  a  fur  and  impartial  rcftort—an^  ai 
might  satisfy  the  ndnd  of  every  member. 

On  the  question  of  reference,  a  desalto(7  de- 
bate arose,  in  which  Messrs.  VAma,  Xteanos^ 
and  HoDBTON,  advocated  thft  mfrtion  to  dis> 
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cturge  ttie  MUitBtT  Committee,  and  Mesm. 
TEBsm,  McGoT,  Wmnuurr,  and  FmsnH, 
took  the  c^porite  dde. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  on  Uilitary^ 
Affaxn  insisted  that  the  qaeetion  on  whioh  the 
dedaoDofthedaim  rested,  was  not  of  a  military, 
bntratberof  a  legal  ofaaractar.  Itwas^infaet, 
riiqil/tlus:  whether  the  MiTioei  iaqtiM&m 
were  rendered  in  ftilfilmeDt  of  the  CoiTentioB 
of  180S,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Stale  of  GeoTp^  or  not  If  tiivf  were,  that 
Sn^  had  DO  right  to  c<Hne  to  the  United  States 
for  remnDeration ;  if  they  were  not,  she  had. 
The  histoiy  was  giren  of  the  MTeral  r^erences 
of  this  tal^eet  in  the  Honse,  from  1808,  to  the 
present  time— the  discossion  of  it  in  1806  and 
1816,  aod  for  the  last  ei^t  or  ten  years.  In 
order  to  report  npon  it  uDderstandingly,  a  nuus 
of  docnments  mast  be  examined,  extending 
back  to  the  jear  1794 — a  task  more  snited  to  a 
diuiGellor  tlian  to  a  pUn  committee  of  mili- 
tarj  men.  Tfae  ccHuideration  of  sndi  a  anbject 
Tu jpUnly  exchided  frMn  the  staa^r  mie  of 
fte  Boose  ^Mcifying  the  dntiea  ik  the  jClitair 
Coramittee.  This  was  not  a  sotjeet  whi<m 
"reUted  to  tfae  IGHtaty  Ktahllahment  of  the 
Tnied  States,  or  to  the  pnbUo  defence Hs 
deciiion  would  ndtber  adranee  nor  retard  the 
bteresti  of  either.  Its  happening  to  beadaim 
in  which  military  officers  were  mterested,  did 
Mt  gire  a  military  character  to  the  nature  of 
the  claim  itself;  it  was  a  qnestlon  of  right — a 
qnntion  of  law,  axid  of  the  coostniotion  of  pab- 
lie  iutraments,  rather  than  of  military  matters. 
It  wts,  in  aU  respects,  a  fit  sabstitDte  for  the 
Gmmdttee  of  Cudma,  or  radier  lor  tiie  Oom- 
tmttce  oa  the  Jndidary. 

On  the  other  iMe,  it  was  oontended  that  it 
was  eompetoit  to  tbe  Honse  to  koA  a  particu- 
lar m^icA  to  any  eonnnittee  it  mi^t  think 
[raper,  and  that  sneh  aetenperseded  ue  stand- 
ing rule,  and  gare  the  committee  ftdl  power, 
whatever  the  mle  might  say.  That  similar 
etsiou  had  been  committed  to  the  Military 
Committee,  and  they  were  in  the  habit  of  re- 
porting on  them ;  and,  as  an  instance,  the  Mas- 
tadnttttts  claims  were  quoted.  That  oinnmit- 
tee  had  bad  this  snl^ect  three  different  times 
hefore  them,  and  mnst  be  well  aoqnidnted  with 
the  bets  sad  priodples  involTed  in  it.  Tfae 
(^onnitttae  ot  Clnnu  were  already  orarbar- 

Tlisqiwsdon  wasflrstpntondisehaigingtihe 
Cnnnittee  on  Military  Affidrs,  and  was  decided 
uthsnsntiTe.  Bo  the  saMeot  was  oontinned 
withthelffiltarT  Oommitteei 


Thubsdat,  December  21. 
Mewttfry  <if  J)eeeated  Memben. 
Vr.  UncAun,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that 
M  hsd  risen  to  offer  a  resolution,  which  he 
Would  have  offered  at  a  much  earlier  period  of 
the  seariuL  but  that  he,  with  others  of  his 
5(»l«agDei,  had  been  under  the  impreenon  that 
itvM  not  ooitomaiy  for  this  Boose  to  adopt 


this  testimonial  of  ren>ect  for  such  of  Its  mem- 
bers as  departed  this  life  daring  the  recess. 
Upon  inquiry,  however,  he  had  ascertained  that 
custom  did,  in  some  instances,  sanction  the 
measare:  of  that  custom  he  beefed  leave  to 
avail  himself.  Mr.  M.  said  that,  m  submitting 
the  resolaticai  which  he  then  hna  the  honor  to 
do,  for  the  oondderatioa  of  the  Hoase,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  trespass  on  its  time  tie  attention^ 
by  an  ^em^ted  eiuogy  on  the  character  of  his 
late  distingnished  odleagne  and  mnch  re^Mcted 
friend,  then  no  more.  Were  he,  with  all  the 
advantages  of  tfae  most  ample  preparation,  to 
make  such  an  attempt  he  was  well  aware  of  tfae 
entire  inadequacy  of  fais  powers  to  do  even 
perti^  Justice  to  an  individual,  whose  exalted 
public  and  private  worth  so  justly  ranked  him 
among  the  most  meritorious  of  his  countrymen. 
TToprepared,  then,  as  I  am,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  and 
nnfittea  for  snch  a  task,  and  doubting  the  pro- 
priety of  snch  an  indulgence  here,  I  will  dedine 
any  attempt  to  bring  into  view,  and  exhibit 
before  yon.  the  peeoUarly  far^fat  and  naeftal 
traits  cff  cooracter  of  that  eniinently  worthy 
and  talented  patriot,  whose  vtdce  In  behalf  m 
his  oonntry  so  lately  gdned  him  tfae  attention 
and  hi^  respect  of  the  Members  of  this  House. 
Let  it  be  suffldent,  that,  though  the  dust  of 
RoBEKT  F.  Henkt  now  sleeps  with  that  of  bis 
fathers,  he  still  Uves  in  the  hearts  of  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  his  opuntrymen — of 
all,  and  greatly  more  than  ^1,  ofThose  who,  like 
me,  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  person- 
ally ;  and  that  I  respectfully  a^  the  Members 
of  this  House  to  concur  with  me  in  thishnmUe, 
this  last  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  it  was  then 

Staolved,  unanimcvdy,  That  the  Members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Robert  P.  Henry,  deceased,  Iste  a  Kember  of  this 
House,  from  the  Stute  of  Kentucky,  by  iresriog 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

Mr.  McHattom  then  addressed  the  House  as 
follows : 

Mr.  8pea3^:  I  ofifer  a  resolntion  to  the 
House,  similar  to  the  one  Just  offered,  eipresiive 
of  the  respect  of  the  Memlwrs  of  this  body  for 
the  memory  of  Colonel  Jaubb  Johnson,  late 
one  of  the  Be|Hreaentadves  of  Kentacky.  He 
was  no  wdinary  nan*  Hit  andable  manners 
his  mild  aod  benevolent  disposition,  his  sound 
sense,  and  vntiring  devotion  to  his  legidaidve 
dnties  while  bore,  has  made  a  lasting  imi««Bdon 
on  all  who  knew  him.  In  peace,  he  was  a 
good  ddzen;  in  war,  a  brave  and  efficient 
addier.  At  the  battle  of  the  river  Thames,  it 
was  bis  fortnne  to  obtain,  by  his  courage  and 
good  conduct,  a  £une  as  durable  as  time  itsdf. 
He  is  now  gone.  AU  that  is  left  is  the  recol- 
lection of  his  virtues.  His  remains  ore  in  the 
nient  grave;  but  patriotism  and  all  the  manly 
virtues  linger  at  its  verge,  and  pay  the  tribute 
of  a  tear  to  his  departed  worth. 

[Mr.  McTOALn  expl^ned  the  reason  why  he 
I  had  not  inelnded  bu  late  colleague,  and  most 
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estimable  friend,  in  the  resolatioo  which  he  had 
offered,  and  in  the  remarks  which  he  had  made 
in  relation  to  R.  P.  Henkt.  It  was  beeaose  of 
Uie  opinion  whidi,  he  nndentood,  had  been  ex- 
pressed, that  B  reaolntKnt  in  rdmnoe  to  CcA. 
jAios  JoHEteov  wonld  oome  moreai^vropriatelj 
fh>m  bis  respectable  anooessor.  It  voud  liave 
(horded  him  great  pleasure  to  accept  hU  name 
in  the  resolution,  and  inclade  him  in  the  remarks 
which  he  had  made,  if  that  course  had  been  ad- 
visable or  proper.  That  not  being  the  ease,  he 
shonld  be  happy  to  Tote  for  the  proportion  in 
the  form  of  a  separate  resolstion.] 
On  motion  of  Ur.  KoH.  it  was  then 
Hetolved,  unammeuattf.  That  the  Hembers  of  tUs 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
James  Johnson,  deceised,  late  a  Member  of  this 
House,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  by  wearing  cnpe 
on  the  left  ann  for  one  month. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Mn.uii,  of  Pennsylvania,  it 
was  also 

Staolvtd,  wumunewly,  That  the  Hetnben  4^  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memoiy  of 
Henry  P.  Wilson,  deeeaaed,  late  a  member  of  Uiis 
House,  from  the  State  of  Penn^nnla,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

TtTESDAT,  December  26. 
We»t0rn  Armory. 
Ifr.  VoHattos  moved  that  the  Hoose  pro- 
ceed to  the  coQiideration  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

"  Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed 
to  ippoiut  three  Commiasioners  to  surrey  and  ex- 
amine the  Horse-Sboe  Bend,  upon  Licking  River,  in 
the  county  of  Pendleton,  In  the  State  of  Kentucky ; 
and  if,  upoD  such  surrey  and  examination,  the  same 
shall  be  found  suitable,  to  authorise  the  Preddent 
of  the  Uidtcd  States  to  cause  to  be  erected,  at  the 
Hotse-Shoe  Bend  Aforesaid,  a  National  Armory,  rim- 
llar  to  those  already  erected  at  Springfield  and  Hsr- 
per*s  Ferry :  that  uey  report  the  same  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who  shall,  early  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  report  the  same  to  this  House." 

The  Honae  detenidned  to  eonnder  tlio  nao- 

latton. 

Ur.  KoHattoh,  in  aapport  of  his  motion, 
said,  it  was  a  subject  in  which  his  oonsUtuents 
fblt  a  decn  iatereat.  I  m,  Speaker,  (sold 
Ifr.  MaH.j}  little  aoonstoroed  to  pnblio  speaking, 
in  a  deliberatiTe  body;  but  I  nope  I  shall  be 
allowed  the  privilege  of  explaining  the  great 
and  important  ol^jeots  I  have  in  view  in  the 
resolution  I  have  called  np.  It  is  to  arm,  when 
neoeaeity  reqaires  it  the  militia,  which  is  the 
natnrel  aafc^foard  of  otu  liberties.  Ton  have, 
already,  in  part,  acted  qpon  the  principles 
which  I,  sir,  wish  to  see  extended:  yon  have 
established  an  Armory  at  Springfield,  fhnn 
which,  if  occasion  requires  it,  yon  may  arm  the 
militia  of  the  Korth  and  East :  a  similar  estab- 
lishment at  Harper*s  Ferry,  Virginia,  guarantees 
to  the  Middle  and  Southern  States  a  supply  of 
arms  when  necessary ;  and,  It  seems  pretty 
generally  agreed,  that  a  like  work  is  required 
to  the  West.  The  only  diffloolty  is,  the  qwt 


where  it  is  to  be  estabUshed.  Dnring  the  la:i 
war,  the  diiBeulty  of  inocaring  arms  tm 
greater  than  that  tit  obtaining  addien :  indeed, 
it  will  not  soon  be  foigo^,  thst,  st  X«v 
Orleans,  the  Am^can  troops  were  pinlj 
without  anu,  and  had  to  obtain  frcin  tU 
inhaUtants  of  that  city,  tlidr  finrfing  piten. 
Let  us,  in  fiiture,  have  it  in  our  power  to  ina 
onr  dtizena,  upon  all  emergencies.  My  prede* 
oesBor,  GoL  James  JiAnson,  introduced  a  t^'o- 
tion  to  establish  an  Armoir  npi»i  the  Western 
waters,  at  a  place  odled  the  Hone-Sioe  Bend, 
upon  Licking  Biver,  in  Pendleton  cooaty, 
tneky ;  and  Iwill  here  state,  that  ha  knowledfa  I 
of  water  works,  together  with  his  meehnioj  I 
genius,  entitled  his  opinions,  upon  salgects  of 
that  character,  to  great  KBpwA.  He  was  bnri 
and  magnanimooa  on  the  field  of  batUc:  vitli  > 
the  choioeet  tro<^  d  Kentucky,  Umidf  tbnr 
commander,  he  made  a  charge  npoa  tbe  BritiA  ' 
lines,  at  the  memorable  battle  of  the  Thsmt^ 
and  immortalised  hims^  no  less  by  \m  bnT«y, 
than  by  his  hmnanity  to  the  oonqaered  isTiD-  ' 
ciblea  of  Europe.  With  the  same  iodebtigiUe 
industry,  and  unremitting  attention,  he  sdTuci- 
tod,  in  tiie  Congress  of  the  United  8tste«.  die 
esUblisbment  of  an  Artnoiy  at  tfast  pltre; 
and,  sir,  I  hesitate,  and  doubt  my  own  sbiliries 
to  do  this  snl^eot  Justjce,  when  I  reflect  tbt 
almost  the  last  intelligible  words  be  wsskud 
to  utter,  upon  his  deMh-bed,  were,  to  btve  u 
Armory  upon  Licking.  He  bad  this  mstM*  it 
heart,  and  felt  Ilia  importance  of  it,  (br  ibt 
benefit  and  protectloa  of  the  West  TesVr. 
Speakw;  wbeo  we  reflect  npm  tbe  ritutioa of 
the  aoldien  under  tiia  command  of  Gcoenl 
Jackson,  at  the  battle  of  New  Oriesns,  wtiete 
part  of  the  trot^  lacked  arms  to  protect  the 
city— when  "  booty  and  beanfy**  wastbewstdt- 
word  of  the  enemy,  then  It  waa  that  we  a% 
our  want  of  an  Armory  in  the  Wedera  coao- 
try ;  and,  althouf^h  we  now  have  peiee,  our 
rights  may  be  again  invaded,  and  you  nuy  And 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  have  an  Annorr 
established  somewhere  in  the  West  And, 
mooh  as  the  God  <^  Nature  regnlito  tbe 
atmosphere  for  the  bealtli  of  tbe  inhilHt&ntt, 
and  the  good  of  the  body  politic,  so  it  eeew  to 
me  that  nature  designed  that  ^t,  wuBelT,  dia 
Horse-fflioe  Bend,  tor  tbe  prraoeed  pflipae- 
That  lite  is  moat  eligibR  ntaated:  with  slmiKt 
three  hnndred  acrea  of  level  land  witliiit  i» 
Bend;  with  deep  ravines  inside  of  nidBnu, 
running  south  and  north,  notU  witliis  om 
hundred  yards  of  uniting,  precisely  at  tbe  p)4» 
where  the  canal  must  be  dug.  lodependent « 
that,  there  is  a  rich  fertile  bottom,  on  boA 
sides  of  the  river,  well  adapted  for  cnltivstia^ 
and  a  more  salubrious  country  never  fell  to  tlw 
lot  of  man.  Tliere  are  hilb  heavily  thnberwl; 
and,  in  the  bowda  of  the  earth,  in  the  Tkinirr, 
stone  coal  and  iron  ore  is  to  be  had;  witli  Cm 
advantages  of  the  navigation  of  tbe  said  n^tf, 
only  twenty-six  miles  to  the  Obki^  and  Itn, 
only  c%ht  miles  to  tbe  same  Hrer.  Thm  ■) 
■too,  the  adTantage  of  MTigiitioB,  br  tlM 
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to  ^ev  Orleoiu,  and  the  anticipatad  benefits  of 
tfae  Ohio  Caoalf  towards  Canada  and  the  Lakes ; 
■ml,  if  it  beoonie  neoessary  to  gnard  either  of 
tbtfe  fwuts,  we  bare  the  adTsntan  oi  tboM 
stnaaa.  it  ii,  also^  utoatod  near  uie  frontiera 
of  three  Statai,  ^ntoo^,  Ohio,  and  Indiana, 
vbm  BUrtariali  can  be  had  on  as  good  terms, 
andof  acgoodqaali^T  as  at  anj  o^er  plaoe  in 
tha  Umtad  States,  and  labor  is  as  chew.  All 
thesB  coostderatitms  give  Eentuck/  a  claim  to  a 
X&tional  Annorr  at  this  favorable  at«L  What 
is  Kentucky,  and  what  are  her  olainu  t  She  is 
the  daughter  o(  the  old  and  patriotic  State  of 
Vi^inia.  She  did  not  tamiah  the  reputation 
of  her  mother,  in  the  late  war,  bnt  acquitted 
bers«lf  with  biHior,  and  gained  laurels  a»  im- 
peiishable  as  time  ibelf.  Then,  as  oar  parent 
Stau,  Tiiginia,  has  been  first  served,  we  hope 
ihe  Till  be  kind  to  her  k^Unjate  daa^tWj 
Keotuckf,  and  ratend  the  parental  hand  ta 
ftiaidifai|>  to  our  State,  woo  atanda,  I  hc^ 
Hnmd  to  wwe  in  tbe  Uniicai,  few  her  patriotism 
tad  vilor.  Let  some  atteotion,  ibmtan,  be 
pTCD  to  hw  di^nu,  and,  hiaamneh  aa  she  has 
been  a  datif  ut  child,  let  not  merit  go  unrewarded. 
Hu  Etntucky  been  nursed!  Ko,  nr;  she  was 
ma  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  ease,  bnt  on  the 
otlier  haod,  in  the  cradle  of  danger  and  diffi- 
calif.  la  her  infancy,  alie  encoontered  the 
avage,  drove  bim  from  the  forest,  and  that,  toa 
vith  tlie  loss  of  many  brave  citizens.  And 
noT,  she  asks  for  an  Artoory  npon  her  wstera, 
in  vbich  all  the  people  of  these  United  States 
tQI  be  equally  benefited.  If  she  has  an  eligible 
ste.w)]l  the  be  denied  t  I  hope  not.  And, 
Hr.  Speaker,  were  yon,  or  any  member  of  this 
liooonbte  body,  to  viuC  the  spot,  yon  would,  in 
Bjr  (pinion,  agree  with  me,  that  natore  fonnad 
it  fur  tbe  express  poipose.  Hy  predecessor  had 
it  lerdled  and  surveyed,  by  Mr.  Uacarty,  an 
ttconte  mathematidan ;  and  tbe  eoonty  sor- 
for  Scott  conn^,  Mr.  John  Ewing,  at  my 
nqoeit,  a  few  dajra  before  I  left  home,  examined 
ilw  Ntostioo,  and  both  agree  in  the  general 
opi&ioo  that  it  posseeBes  prominent  advantages 
iWefore,  all  Task  of  the  House,  and  which  I 
tiiink  they  will  grant  me,  is  to  have  Eof^neera 
ippMDted  to  examine  it ;  and  I  ask  this  favor  in 
^7  cnrn  name,  in  the  name  of  my  constitnents, 
^  in  the  name  of  the  good  people  at  these 
Loited  States. 

Mr.  UcU.  here  added  sundry  observations  on 
u«  topograpliiual  ntoation  of  tbe  |daoe;  and 
cnscloded  by  agun  urging  the  adoption  <tf  the 

Mr.  Coon  e^Merred,  in  reply,  that  many  of 
^  eenUeman's  observations  were  at  war  with 
tbe  iUfrtiBge  of  his  reantntion :  the  one  referring 
u>«  subject  to  a  eommittee  of  this  House,  the 
loiter  pvtng  it  in  chai^  of  the  Secretary  of 

It  never  was  the  intention  of  Govern- 
ment to  erect  more  than  one  Armory  in  the 

and,  by  tbe  resolution,  as  it  now  stood, 
ail  other  ritoations  which  might  lay  a  clum,  as 
citable,  for  Uie  Armorv,  are  humbled,  at  the 
feetafthii-Hfln»«ho*  Bend." 


Ur.  UoHatton  s^d  it  had  been  his  intention 
to  modify  his  resolntion,  so  as  to  obviate  this 
otjjection.  He  bened  to  assore  the  gentleman 
frmn  TameiBee,  aiul  all  othera,  that  he  had  no 
wish  for  exelodve  riji^ts:  his  ocmstituents  did 
not  seek  them:  they  raily  wiabed  tiiat  equal 
Jostice  ahoold  be  draw  to  all  He  had  no  ob- 
jections to  any  other  examinations  that  gentle- 
man might  propose,  or  any  other  gentleman. 
He  only  desired  to  be  placed  on  a  footing  of 
equality.  He  aeoordlnmy  modified  Iiis  resMn* 
tion,  so  as  to  read  as  fdlows : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  IDUtary  AAurs 
bs  instructed  to  ioquire  into  the  expediency  of  su« 
thoriziiie  the  Secretary  (tf  Wu-  to  employ  one  or 
more  skUful  engineers  to  examine  tbe  Horse-Sboa 
Bend,  on  lucking  Kver,  in  Pendleton  county,  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  to  report  on  the  fitness  of 
that  place  as  a  dte  for  a  National  Armory,  similar 
to  the  Armories  of  the  United  States  at  Springfield 
and  ^rper's  Ferry. 

Mr.  Cocks  tlwn  said,  that  many  remarks  he 
had  intended  to  make,  were  superseded  by  tiie 
modification  which  the  gentleman  had  now 
made.  He  also  had  every  disposition  to  accom- 
mod^  tbe  wi^es  of  others,  on  this  subject. 
It  was  for  the  interest  of  the  Union  at  large,- 
that  every  spot,  having  pretensions  to  be  made 
tiie  site  of  such  an  establishment,  should  be 
ftiUy  and  impartially  examined.  As  to  the 
compliunt  of  the  genUeman  from  Kentucky, 
that  the  Engineers  nad  not  extended  their  ex- 
aminati(Hi  iax  enough,  it  was,  nnqoestionably, 
well  founded.  The  same  complaints  had  been 
made  elsewhere.  A  Urge  section  of  the  country 
which  he  had  himself  the  honor  to  rraresen^ 
was  in  precisely  the  same  situation.  Applica^ 
Uon  had,  again  and  ag^n,  been  made  to  the 
War  Department,  to  have  a  stu^ey  made  of 
east  Tennessee  and  the  western  part  of  Virginia, 
with  a  view  to  thia  subject ;  but  it  has  not  yet 
been  done.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  take  in  good  port  an  amendment 
whidi  he  should  now  move,  viz.,  to  insert  in  the 
resolution  he  had  offered,  the  words,  and  also 
the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers,  as  far  as 
tbe  falls  of  the  latter." 

Mr.  2£cHatton  accepted  thia  as  a  modification 
of  his  resc^ution. 

Ur.  Habblb  then  moved  a  farther  amend- 
ment, in  the  following  words: 

"Also  tbe  inte  on  the  Karrows,  at  Harpetfa,(as 
suggested  by  tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee,) on  the  Cnmberlaad  Kver.** 

Mr.  M.  said  the  Legislatare  of  Tennessee  had 
offered  as  a  gratuity  to  the  United  States,  some 
ten  or  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  around 
the  spot  ttiat  body  desired  to  be  mode  the  eite 
of  the  oontemplated  Armory ;  land  abounding 
with  every  requisite  to  fit  It  for  such  a  nso. 
She  ofiTered  more  mines,  more  wood,  more  water, 
more  mechanic  power,  tlian  any  of  her  competi-  - 
tors;  and  if  so,  he  asked  that  her  claim  might 
be  attended  to.  For  himself,  he  hod  never  yet 
becm  called  a  beggar,  nor  shonld  he  now  place 
himaelf  in  ancdi  •&  attitude  before  the  Honae. 
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"What  he  asked,  and  on  he  aiked,  vos  Jtutioe 

mereljr. 

Hr.  Shith,  of  Yirginla,  obsemd,  fliat  tin 
resolation  to  which  these  variooa  amendmoDts 
■were  proposed,  had  come  Tery  nnwpeotedlj 
into  the  House,  and  some  members  were  possi- 
bljr  taken  by  surprise.  He  believed  there  were 
several  who  wished  to  present  to  the  House  the 
arguments  in  fiivor  of  sites  In  their  req>eotdTe 
districts:  in  ordw  to  afford  to  gentlemen  so 
situated  some  fhrther  opportunity  to  prepare 
tliemselTesj  he  moved  that  tiie  nmntion 
and  amaudmenta  lie  Ibr  the  proent  iqKm  the 
table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  thej  were  laid  on 
the  uUo  aoocndingly. 

ICr.  Wabd  oflbred  the  fidlowtng  reacdiition : 

Unolrtd^'ShMX  the  Conmittee  on  the  Dlrtriet  of 
CoItunUa  be  directed  to  Inqaire  whether  there  be 
hi  force,  In  the  nXA  Distriet,  any  law  which  anthor* 
ixes  the  imprisonment  of  any  free  man  of  color, 
beiog  a  dtUen  of  any  of  the  United  Sutea,  and  bis 
sale,  as  an  nnclaimed  aUve,  for  fees  and  other 
ohurges ;  and,  if  so,  to  inqidra  into  the  ej^efficDoy 
of  rcpeidiog  the  same. 

Mr.  Wabd  said  he  was  impelled  no  leas  by  a 
•ense  of  dnty  than  by  an  obligation  to  obey  the 
instructions  of  the  citizens  of  the  connty  of 
West  Ohester,  which  composed  %  part  of  the 
district  Iw  had  the  honor  to  represent.  It  will 
be  rectdleeted,  sir,  (said  he,)  that  Gilbert  Horton, 
B  fVee  man  of  color,  and  a  dttien  of  that  connty 
and  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  imprisoned 
some  time  daring  the  last  smnmer^  in  tnis  oity, 
nnder  an  old  law  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
was  advertised,  and  woald  have  been  sold  as  a 
slave  to  pay  hisjail  fees,  nnder  that  law,  (which 
it  seems  now  forms  a  part  of  the  oode  of  this 
District,)  bat  for  the  prompt  interference  of  the 
citizens  of  that  connty,  at  whose  solioitaUon  it 
became  the  subject  of  a  oorrespondenoe  between 
the  Ezecntive  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Executive  of  the  State  ot  New  York.  I  hold 
U,  sir,  to  be  the  dnty  of  every  Bepreaentative 
on  titis  floor,  to  goard  and  protect  uie  rights  of 
the  citlzeos  <tf  this  Union,  so  ftr  as  those  ri^ts 
may  come  wlthia  the  anthori^  delegated  to 
Coogresi  by  the  omstitation,  and  th^dbre  do 
sot  deem  it  necesaaiy  to  qtologize  for  bringing 
this'  sabject  nnder  the  oonsideration  of  this 
Hoose;  bat  from  the  members  individnally, 
I  crave  their  indnlgence  whilst  I  offer  the  few 
observations  which  force  themselves  on  my 
mind.  Whatever  the  law  ia,  and  wherever 
origin,  it  could  only  have  been  intended  to 
apply  to  Aigitive  slaves;  any  other  application 
of  it  wonld  be  at  variance  with  the  sacred  oon- 
Btitntion  of  the  land,  and  void  in  itsel£  That 
it  is  nnoonstitational,  is  virtaslly,  if  not  ex- 
pressly declared  by  tho  8d  article  and  9d 
section  of  the  Oonstitotion  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  It  wiH  be  seen  that  a  free  citlsea 
cannot  withoat  a  trial,  and  without  the  allega- 
tion «  A  erime,  be  oondonned  to  aarritnde  for 


life.  The  section  referred  to  prorids  tte 
The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  ia  essa  or  Id- 
peaehment,  shall  be  by  jory ;  ud  sodi  triik 
shall  be  held  in  the  State  where  the  i^erim 
shall  have  been  committed;  bat  vh«  out 
committed  within  any  Stote^  the  tiid  ihill  to 
at  snoh  place  or  pUces  as  tM  Ooagrasn^  ^ 
law  have  directed." 

The  4th,  Stfa,  and  6tb  articles  of  the  tnead- 
ments  of  that  charter,  define  more  narticnlirt; 
tiie  abednte  rights  of  peraau^  ana  seeon  to 
every  free  dtizen,  whatever  may  be  hb  com- 
plexioD,  the  right  of  peraonsl  security,  pawoil 
liberty,  and  private  pn^rty.  Thne  aitida 
declare  as  f<rflows: 

"Ait.  4.  The  right  of  the  peoirietobeMonB 
their  penoDB,  houses,  p^pera,  aad  effects,  ■piiEt  o 
Masonsble  searches  and  selzuKS,  ihaH  not  bt  no- 
lated;  aadnow«rniatsslwni»e,battqKapKibitJe 
cause,  mpported  by  oath  or  aflmatioo,  ind  fv- 
tidilariy  describing  the  place  to  be  sesn^  ind 
Um  peisons  or  things  to  be  aeiied. 

**  Aar.  S.  No  person  shall  be  beU  to  tumrfir 
a  capital  or  otherwise  Infamous  crime,  vnkii  « t 
preseatment  or  indictment  of  a  Qrand  Jm7,eutp( 
ia  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  nsvsl  fonei^  li  Aa 
militia,  when  hi  actual  icrrice,  ia  tnae  of  nt  w 
public  danger ;  nor  shall  any  person  be  nti)((t,  far 
the  same  offence,  to  be  twice  put  in  jeoptrd;  of  Vt 
or  limb ;  nor  shall  be  compelled,  In  an;  crimiin]  cw, 
to  be  a  witness  against  h!msel(|  nor  be  depriTtd  of 
life,  lilMrty,  or  property,  without  due  proee*  of  hr. 
nor  shall  private  property  be  takn  lor  pabUe  M 
withoat  Just  compeasalioo. 

**  An.  6.  In  all  criminal  preaeeQtioai,tkMca(4 
shall  eqfoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  pabEe  oiil 
by  an  impartial  Jury  of  the  Bute  orlHitnctvheKn 
the  crime  shall  hare  been  committed,  vUeh  IH*- 
trict  shall  have  been  previously  msoertsioe^  hJ, 
and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  eaue  of  tbc 
accutation;  to  be  confronted  with  the  vkooM 
agiinst  falm;  to  hare  eompubory  prOMs  fcr  ob- 
taining witnesses  In  his  ftvor;  and  to  ban  tk  » 
■ifltanco  of  counsel  for  bis  defence." 

And,  sir,  by  the  fonrth  article  and  Mcori 
section  uf  the  same  inatromeot,  it  will  be  <«• 
that  this  law  is  also  in  TtoUtioaof  6tUe  Rifikti 
The  words  of  the  eonBtitation,ar»:  "Tbeoii- 
zens  itf  eoeh  State  shall  be  entitled  to  sH  Fin- 
ises and  immunities  dtinns  in  the  mtoiI 
States." 

I  mi|^t  add,  that  the  contionsDoeornai 
law  iu  that  pwtion  of  the  natiim  e^MOw? 
oimflded  to  t&«  sze/uMM  J  nrisdiotion  of  Coogi^ 

would  be  no  less  Impolitic  than  adveno  to  Im 
motives  which  conceded  this  jorisdietioo.  ft 
was  certainly  never  intended,  that  the  w» 
space  oi  ten  miles  sqaare  sbonld  be  the  gnra 
of  rights  BO  oleariy  defined  by  the  cooititatin; 
and  it  conld  still  less  have  been  ezped^btf 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  wonld  have  ^^'^^ 
law,  so  anjost  in  its  operation,  to  ha«  mam 
the  reoords  ctf  her  oonrta.  ,  . 

That  its  oontinnance  would  be  impt^itA  » 
proved  by  its  repeal  by  the  vary  State  *hi« 
enaoted  it,  and  might  be  eanly  ezenptifiM,  m 
nq>po^  the  State  cf  New  toik  wilb,  »> 
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ntMBitoij  neuore,  to  refine  to  smrender  fbgi- 
tiie  sliTM  from  the  Butriet  Fur,  rir^  uie 
violitioo  of  a  right  la  the  aaoie,  whether  made 
IB  the  Am  of  mw^  or  under  the  aanotion  or 
colvof  alav  Tklating  the  Magna  Oharta  of  the 

The  law,  nr,  ia  nqjost,  beoanaa  the  fanpriaon^ 
nut  was  not  tot  a  erirae  nor  for  a  debt ;  and, 
OenmdreaiMtaDeat^his  not  being  oliiiDed  as 
adive,  oould  not  strip  the  free  man  of  color  of 
Ha  pcirikgea  as  a  citixen  at  the  free  and  iode- 
pcndeDt  Btato  of  New  Tork,  and  oreato  a  debt 
to  which  no  fr«e  act  of  his  had  oontribated. 
Bat,  nr,  were  it  othowise,  and  oonld  a  demand 
be  nised  agidnst  him  hj  the  arbitrarj  torn  of 
the  jailer's  kej,  I  ask,  and  I  ask  it  emphatio- 
iDj,  what  elmzed  oountiy,  in  this  ealigotened 
■fr,  penoita  the  sale  of  the  person  of  the 
debtor,  to  satiaiy  tiia  laimoi^  <^  the  oredihvl 

Isafiaeeitiien,  tiien,  becanse  his  oolor  ha^^- 
peu  to  be  dark,  to  be  kas  proteoted  by  the  laws 
tbia  the  poor  dabtor,  in  the  fioos  <tf  a  mardloaa 

b  be  to  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
^t'm^  your  capital,  lest  sHne  tip  staff  should 
ptnnge  him  into  a  dnngeon,  to  speoolate  on  his 
flberties,  or  to  bind  him  to  the  ear  of  slaTeryt 
wonld  not  BQch  k  system  equally  place  in  jeo- 
pud;  the  privileges  of  the  East  Indian  and  of 
tbe  dtizeos  of  many  nations  in  amity  with  this, 
u  the  poor  son-strickui  oatcaata  of  Africa  f 
Ehill  ire  longer  snficr  this  nnoonstitntional, 
tbii  dUgraoefol  offlpring  of  policy,  long  sinoe 
^(i^isted  by  the  eoUghtened  and  honorable 
Mte  of  Itsryland,  to  ding,  as  an  exoreaoenoe, 
a  the  ooda  of  this  ovr  Uistriot  f 

Ihs  jnriipnideDoe  of  thia  Distriot,  sir,  ought 
tobe  exhibited  to  this  ooontry  and  to  the  worid 
vithont  a  stain ;  its  ol^eet  ahonld  be,  not  to 
oppma,  but  to  vindieate  tbe  rights  of  freemen ; 
™<  if  there  is  a  spot  on  earth  where  thoae 
nahts  Bboold  be  held  aaered,  that  plaoe  la  the 
I>«rietofGohunbia. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  this  Honse  will  adopt  the 
nsdntioo,  and  that  it  will,  at  an  early  day,  oom- 
>ud  tbe  seriona  attention  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  lUnx  moTed  that  the  reacdntion  be  laid 
n  the  tatde  and  printed. 

Tbe  motion  was  nentiTed. 

Mr.  FotaiTB  s^d,  tiiat  he  had  listenea  with 
^tion  to  the  addresa  of  the  gentleman  from 
York,  and,  if  the  positioit  taken  by  him 
t  comet  one,  tiiere  ooold  be  no  need  of 
°ie  luqniiy  proposed  by  his  reaoliitkm.  He 
ud  Moot  with  dedarliig  that  no  audi  law  as 
oat  referred  to  is  coni^tationaL  If  so,  the 
^  n>  of  eonrae  without  obligation,  and  tbe 
"■SQuy  reneeting  it  mmeoeasary.  Any  law 
jude  in  Tidaticm  of  the  constitution  waa  noga- 
The  constitation  itseU;  so  long  as  it  en- 
IS  «  Boffioient  protection  for  the  State  of 
J*'  "»k  and  of  every  other  State.  Why, 
"Wn,  inqniiy  <m  a  snbiect  of  this  pe- 

^  ehsraeter,  which  would  lead  only  to  ii^ 
"'«tt&pmfai,aodQseleaBdisoa8Bionf  WhiU 


he  was  up,  he  wonld  take  the  opportunity  ot 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  extra- 
ordinary doctrine  which  had  been  advanced  in 
this  Honse  this  moniiog,  and  whldh  had,  for 
aome  time  past,  been  advocated  in  various  parta 
of  the  ooontry ;  that  a  Qovemor  of  one  Stat* 
of  the  Union  may  rightful^  be  called  upon  to 
woteot  the  dtiseus  mtbat  State  when  in  oUier 
States.  This  dootrina  he  said,  waa  novel* 
What  had  the  State  of  New  Tork  to  do  with 
the  law  in  question,  or  any  decisions  under  1^ 
more  than  any  other  State  of  the  Union  t  Waa 
any  thing  to  be  found  in  the  o<m8titution  giving 
to  the  I^eoQttve  of  one  State  a  right  to  inter- 
fere in  the  transactions  within  another  State  t 
It  was  true,  he  might  go  as  ftr  as  to  demand 
the  restoration  of  a  frigiUve  who  had  taken 
refuge  within  another  State,  but  no  farther. 
It  waa  the  very  design  of  the  constitution  to 
prevent  the  necessity  of  such  interference.  It 
erects  oonrts  and  ooiwtltutes  the  law.  It  is  it-' 
self  the  lea  aeripta,  lor  the  protei^n  of  alL 
This  la  the  proper  reoonrse  of  any  who  have 
wrong.  He  hoped  tida  ralject  would 
be  regulated,  as  it  ahonld  be,  when  the  House 
came  to  oonrider  that  part  of  the  Fresident'a 
Message  which  recommends  a  reviricm  ot  the 
laws  of  this  District,  with  a  reference  to  intio- 
duoing  the  Penitentiary  system.  It  waa  a  prop- 
er subject  for  the  investigation  of  a  committee 
of  this  House,  and,  for  one,  he  rincerely  hoped 
that  such  committee  would  probe  the  laws  of 
the  District  to  the  bottom,  and,  if  they  contain- 
ed any  thing  cruel  or  oppressive,  that  it  might 
be  exposed  and  remedieo.  So  far  as  any  ame- 
lioration in  those  laws  were  needed,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  made,  and  that  no  ii^natice  would 
be  sttfliBred  to  remain:  but  in  the  meanwhile 
he  trusted  th«y  should  not  be  vexed  with  an 
examination,  in  thia  hall,  in  relation  to  perstHis 
under  peculiar  circumstances  oonunc  into  those 
States  where  slavery  waa  tolerated,  as,  from 
tbe  very  nature  of  the  case,  it  could  not  lead  to 
any  good  result,  but  would  excite  much  un- 
pleasant feeling;,  which  would  be  better  avoided. 

Hr.  Hamilton  rose  to  addresa  the  Ohatr; 
when 

The  Speaker  arrested  the  farther  discusnon 
of  the  resolution,  the  hour  allotted  by  tbe  rule 
of  the  House  to  the  oonsideration  of  rescdn- 
tifms  having  passed. 


WxransDAT,  December  27. 

The  rescdntion  dfored  by  Ur.  Wabd,  ot  Ner 
York,  yestuda^,  was  again  taken  up. 

Hr.  Hamilton  said  that  he  did  not  know 
that  the  Honse  or  himself  hod  any  occasion  to 
regret  that  he  did  not  yesterday  obtun  the 
fioor,  when  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Tork,  [Hr.  Wabd,]  was  under  dis- 
cussion,  as  that  ^ntleman  had  been  pleased  to 
prefice  hia  resoratitm  with  a  series  of  remarks, 
which,  at  least,  in  this  stage  of  the  inquiry,  he 
thought  both  gratoitona  and  inflammatory,  and 
weie  ealoiilated  to  jtyn  led  to  an  eaoitemwit  to 
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which  he  did  not  thai  derira  to  otrntribote^  nor 
would  now  proroke.  He  waa,  therefore,  not 
disposed  to  oppose  tiie  paMSge  of  the  tmc^- 
ticm :  for,  if  then  had  Men  any  oppretsiMi  in 
ttiis  IMstriet'to  aiqr  indlTidnal,  eontiarj  to  Unr, 
he^  for  <Hie^  was  willing  that  it  should  be  ez- 

pOMd. 

'  He  woold,  therefive,  refrain  from  now  dis- 
CDSsbig  the  qoestions  invol^  in  the  resolu- 
tion, as  it  seemed  to  him  more  ^)propriate  to 
do  so  when  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colombia  ^onld  report  on  the  resolntion  itself 
should  they  discover  the  evil  oomphdned  of  bj 
the  gentlraian,  or  adopt  all  his  news  as  to  its 
nmedj.  With  this  feeling,  he  sud.  he  wonld 
not  stop  to  expose  the  fUiaoy  of  that  part  of 
the  gentleman's  ai^rom^t  whidi  he  presnmed 
was  teehnicaUy  to  be  conridered  its  aryvmaUa^ 
ike  porUott ;  nor  eoold  he  trespass  on  the  pa* 
tience  of  the  House  by  indalging  in  any  cnti- 
elsm  on  the  rhetoricMd  port  of  bis  discourse,  be- 
eause  he  presumed  that  all  the  poetry  and 
philanthropy  of  this  was  served  up  for  tne  ia- 
stmctloa  and  entertainment  of  the  Kepresenta- 
tives  of  twelve  slave-holding  States  and  territo- 
ries in  that  Hoose.  He  would  not^  therefore, 
be  so  ungrateful  as  to  r^ect  what  might  have 
been  intended  as  a  "  compliment  of  the  season." 
But  he  trusted  the  gentleman  wonld  pardon 
him  for  assuring  him  that,  whenever  he  was 
desiroDS  of  gratifying  them  with  the  pathos  of 
a  certfun  ballad,  entitled  "  the  son-stricken 
outcasts  of  Africa,"  he  might  save  himself  some 
tnmUe,  by  findiiw  at  his  hands  In  the  Delia 
Crosca  Albam  of  some  boarding-sdiod  miss, 
much  prettier  verses  than  these.  BuL  rir,  said 
he,  let  this  pass.  "  SnflScient  for  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereot"  Whenever  the  Committee  on  the 
District  <il  Colmnbia  report,  I  may  have  scnne 
more  suitable  occasion  afforded  me  of  applying 
some  of  the  philanthropio  oratory  of  the  gen- 
tleman of  Kew  York  to  the  great  State  he  has 
the  honor  to  represent,  either  as  matter  of  cu- 
rious speculation,  or  one  of  practical  utility. 
.  Mr.  MiKZR  then  offered  several  resolutitms  as 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wabd, 
the  object  of  which  was,  that  the  committee 
should  also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
the  gradual  dx^tion  of  slavery  in  this  IMstriot. 
3fr.  M.  said,  that  he  vas  tnduoed  to  ofl^  these 
resoluttona  ij  way  of  amendmoit,  not  by  any 
momentary  exdtonent  of  feeling,  but  from  a 
deliberate  sense  of  duty. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  resolu^ons 
vere  not  admisrible  as  an  ammdment,  Imng 
in  themselves  distinct  and  independent  resolu- 
Uons,  which  had  no  ocxmeotion  wiUi  that  nnder 
consideration  by  the  Hoose.  Tbey  wmdd  be 
in  order,  if  oflbred  as  separate  resoIntiiHiB,  and 
at  the  proper  time.  He  (ndered  them,  how- 
ever, to  be  read  by  the  derk,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bbbct  oUeoted  to  their  belnc  read  at  all, 
wkss  read  for  ttie  pnrposa  cfooBridentloa  by 
the  Hoose.  If  the  eauUaratkia  was  out  of 
order,  K»  moit  tba  iwdlng  1m  abow 


[DscuB,  1826. 

Mr.  Hum  then  said,  he  had  snppoeed  thtt, 
as  they  related  to  the  same  genenl  subject  y 
the  reK^atkm  befon  the  Eonse^  tbey  sa^ 
have  been  added  to  It,  and  all  eooadend  to- 
gethw :  bat  as  tide  vaa  not  the  eas^  he  had  u 
wish  to  Tiolato  the  order  of  the  Bxim,  ui 
wonld  withdrav  the  resolatimuL 

They  were  aoe<wdin{riy  wiUkdravn. 

Mr.  LxTOHKK  said,  acm  the  hasty  emmni- 
tion  which  he  had  given  to  the  reaolotiai 
now  before  the  House,  he  had  no  faeatitioii  is 
expressing;  his  opinion  that  there  wsb  ito  aort 
of  necessity  for  its  reference  to  a  cMmnittec. 
He  did  not  think  it  presented  a  fit  nigect  of 
legi^ation.  It  is  not  alleged  that  there  is  n; 
law  in  existence  in  this  Iwrict  in  rdatiw  to 
ft«e  men  ot  ttAar^  which  on^t  to  be  rqitiM 
or  modified  ;  bat  itisaaaHted,bytbemmrrf 
the  resoIuUcm,  that,  if  any  statute  don  us); 
under  which  Gilbot  HMtcu  has  been  iqjnnd 
or  oppressed,  that  it  is  UDOtmslatationsl  i&d  rod. 
The  ease,  then,  of  the  individual  mentioDed  io 
the  resolution,  is  one  for  the  oonrti,  not  fat 
ttia  Hoose.  His  redress  at  law  is  foil 
complete,  and  to  the  proper  tribmud  la 
appeal,  and  have  his  remedy.  BeBenn;  iha 
resolution  may,  by  possibility,  bring  opsdd- 
cate  subject,  and  by  its  discnssion,  {HwlBecnD- 
neoeasaiy  excitement,  I  move'to  lay  it  npon  the 
teble. 

The  question  being  pnt  on  Mr.  Lersb'i 
motion,  it  waa  negatived,  ayes  64,  km  W. 
Bo  the  House  refused  to  1^  Mr.  Wm'irw 
lution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WrnxLirn  said,  tliat  he  was  led  to  ibt 
oonolurion  that  no  sqcil  law  existed  in  the  Du- 
trict  of  Columbia,  as  the  resolution  referred  to. 
Abuses,  no  donbt^  might  have  happened  utder 
the  law  which  did  exist,  and  he  thoi^t  it  nrj 
probable  they  bad.  Tht  law  in  the  DMrid 
declared,  (and  it  was  in  this  respect  Dotdiff«^ 
ent  from  the  law  which  was  to  be  foml  is 
every  ^ve-holdiug  State,  and  in  ecptse  Sow 
not  slave-holding,)  that  persons  trf  color  fouu 
lottertng  without  employment,  and  ■"PP*"^ 
be  runaway  slaves,  might  be  apprebwcd  nd 
imprisoned.  It  was  nnder  this  lav,  be  jn- 
Bomed,  that  the  individual  to  wbnse  eve  ot 
gentlemaB  fitm  New  York  alladsd,  bsd  Ua 
taken  op.  He  waa  finmd  widdn  thePi^ 
withoM  any  eridaioe  of  his  freedom,  un  » 
was  takm  np,  and  imprisoned  tin  soeb  evUact 
could  be  obtuned.  It  was  obtained  from  »* 
State  of  New  Yoric,  and  he  was  ininiedaW 
set  at  liberty.  Such  he  beUeved  to  ban  bM 
the  state  of  the  Huts,  and  he  thoogbt  tbe  suie- 
ment  ought  to  be  made  for  the  uifonutioa  of  lu 
House.  If  any  amendment  in  tbe  lavi  of  ^ 
District  was  needed,  orif  any  abases  bad  tiw 
pIao^  (points  he  would  not  undertake  to  ot- 
cide,)  the  oUeot  aimed  at  by  tbi 
from  New  York  could  as  Wf&  bs  ttt^H 
diiMting  a  committee  to  revise  tbofs  hn,  m 
report  snoh  alteratkma  to  this  Boose  si 
might  deem  expedient  and  proper.  Bat  w 
diKmsioa  of  th«  aoltfaet,  as  prMBled  ifa* 
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!*■  midatiMi,  was  oaloolated  to  rouae 

,  and  prodace  an  ezoitem«it  which  it 

 be  difficult  to  repreee.  He  deprecated 

neh  a  state  of  feding :  no  had  do  wiab  to  see 
tbe  IGsKmri  question  brought  back  into  this 
Eonae.  If  tfae  laws  needed  ameodmeat,  let 
tbem  be  amended ;  bat  let  not  the  House  go  on 
k  tbe  Boppodtion  that  certain  laws  existed 
vhich  were  nowhere  to  be  fioond.  With  these 
Tien,  Mr.  W.  mored  to  amend  the  resolatioD 
striking  oat,  after  the  word  "  BesolTed," 
lod  ioaerting,  "That  tbe  Cominittee  on  the  Dis- 
trict tii  Oolunbia  be  inatmcted  to  inquire  into 
Uift  tmdkacj  of  amending  the  lawa  in  force 
is  Mid  IHstric^  "  upon  the  snf^eot  (tf  ■p^dteud- 
ingSBd  confining  m  Jul  fogitiTe  ilaTea. 

xt.  DoMBT  said,  tibere  ia  a  law  anthor- 
inog  a  fi«e  person  of  color,  arreted  as  a 
natws7,  and  as  snoh  committed,  to  b«  sold 
for  hi>  prison  fbes,  and  the  reward  allowed 
)^  liw  to  those  who  arrest  such  persons.  It 
vu  tbe  law  of  Maryland,  and,  as  such,  was 
adopted  as  the  law  of  the  District,  for  Washing- 
ton cooatjr.  Among  the  very  earliest  laws  of 
Harjlan^  when  mannmiasion  of  slaves  was  not 
pennitted,  it  was  enacted,  in  1716,  that  negroes, 
vbo  should  be  arrested  as  rimawajs,  should  be 
eonautted  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  the 
eoontr;  that  those  who  urested  such  persons 
Aonld  reoeivet  as  a  reward  tat  ao  doing,  the 
Mm  of  BOO  poonda  of  tobacco^  and  that  the 

neonrta  should  dispose  of  those  who 
be  arrested,  and  if  fkee,  if  they  oonld 
M  pnr  the  reward  and  fees  to  the  Jailer,  then 
Ihej  iboald  be  sold  into  bondage,  to  discharge 
diow  expenses  incidental  to  their  arrest  In 
ITU,  the  power  Tested  in  the  county  courts 
QDder  tlte  act  of  1716,  was  transferred  to  the 
ibmff.  The  principle  assamed  in  this  act  of 
IttnlttioD,  predicated  upon  the  thui  eziBting 
>Ue  of  aoctety,  was,  that  all  persons  of  color 
vmpnsuned  to  be  slaves.  In  1791,  the  Leg* 
■htm  prescribed  a  role  of  conduct  for  the 
AetiS;  direottog  the  notice  to  be  g^ven  tor  the 
"W^oftheomnmitmeDtof rauaw»a.  Snne- 
vto  ibcnt  tbe  year  17S6  or '8,  the  Legudatnre 
P*>Hd  a  law  knlidng  manumission ;  yet  the 
■uw  priodide  m  presumption,  that  all  pwsons 
^  color  were  slaves  until  the  contrary  appear- 
rcgolsted  the  dedsiona  of  the  law  omoers 
«  tfae  8tste,  till  1810,  when  Judge  Scott  de- 
that  be  would  discharge  all  persons 
t^t>*>^t  before  him  as  runaways,  unless  they 
*we  proved  to  be  auch.   This  deeinon,  and 
^  ffl-directed  efforts  of  certdn  societiea,  im- 
P™M  hf  the  purest  motives,  produced  an  ap- 
pwHadm  that  this  kind  of  property  was  very 
and  the  Legislatore,  in  1810,  passed  a 
in  tonfbrmity  to  the  prindple  of  presump- 
'j^  ti3^Q9  before  then,  against  the  person  of 
ud  oireeting  Uie  Judge  to  commit  unless 
J^^oaU  be  satisfied  that  the  negro  waa  en- 
his  fteedtmi.  The  progress  of  emand- 
1^  vu  astonishing;  tbe  State  became 
fo^M  with  a  free  black  population,  and  the 
^'P^atan  varied  tta  lav,  pnd  adapted  it  to  the 


altwed  omditkHK^its  population:  for,  in  1817, 
the/  provided  that  if  no  owner  should  claim 
the  negro  committed,  that  then  the  JuImt 
should  carry  him  before  a  Judge,  who,  if  he  waa 
not  satisfied  that  he  was  firee,  then  he  should 
remand  him  for  a  oertain  time;  and  if  not 
daimed  in  that  time,  that  then  the  judge  should 
order  him  to  be  discharged,  and  his  fees  to  be 
taxed  on  the  counfy,  thus  displaying  a  com- 
mendable vigilance  for  the  slavo-hoTder,  and 
the  cause  of  humanity,  so  Csr  as  the  existing 
state  of  society  would  permit ;  and  although  I 
come  frtRu  a  ^ve-holdmg  district,  I  can  see  no 
incoqvenienoe  in  refiwring  this  inquiry  to  * 
committee. 

Kr.  Woods  nid,  t3w  coarse  propoaed  hy  tin 
resolution  was  usual  and  proper,  Wboi  a 
member  wished  to  turn  the  attentkm  of  any  ttt 
the  Mmmitttees  of  the  House  to  any  suqeot 
Whidi  he  deemed  important,  the  ordinary 
course  was  for  ]um  to  offer  a  resolution  pr<h 
poung  that  such  a  committee  inquire  into  that 
subject.  This  was  the  mode  ev^  day  pur^ 
sued,  and  why  not  take  the  same  course  in  the 
present  case  I  After  the  committee  shall  hare 
made  the  examination,  stated  by  tbe  resolutionf 
they  will  report  what  are  the  facts:  if  such  a 
law  does  exist,  thOT  will  say  so ;  and  if  not, 
they  will  say  so.  We  find  that  different  opin- 
ions exist  abont  the  matter  among  the  members 
<tf  this  noose :  then  kt  a  oomnuttee  Investigate, 
and  tell  us  what  the  troth  is. 

The  resolatloii  mi^^t,  and  probably  would, 
have  passed  without  a  word  of  remark  or  op- 
portion ;  but  the  mover  chose  to.aooompany  it 
with  some  remarks  which  he  deemed  pertinent 
to  the  sul^eot.  This  he  had  a  perfect  right  to 
do,  and  it  was  not  censurable :  but  the  House 
had  been  told  that  the  remarks  were  of  an  in- 
flammatory character.  For  himseli^  he  could 
not  think  so.  If  the  gentienmn  from  New  York 
approached  a  magazine  with  a  lighted  candle, 
it  certidoly  became  him  to  look  to  Us  step^ 
uid  to  tread  with  caution :  but  if  other  gentle- 
men, those  who  wen  nearest  to  the  magarinfc 
and  who  stood  round  it,  to  guard  it,  should 
themselves  elicit  sparks,  who  had  they  to  blame 
if  an  explodw  shonld  ha;^>en  I  He  oonld  sea 
nothing  improper  in  the  reaolntion,  or  in  the 
remarks  wnioh  had  aooompanied  and  he 
hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Wmoht  aidd,  that,  if  he  correctly  ander- 
stood  the  resolution  which  had  been  offered  by 
the  gentieman  from  New  York,  he  waa  in  fsvor 
of  that  resolution,  and  oi^Kwed  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Eentnoky, 

[Mr.  WiCKLIFR.] 

Mr.  WioxuFFi  here  Interposed,  and  sidd, 
that  he  might,  poenUy,  save  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  scHne  trouble  by  infumlng  him,  that 
he  waa  wilUng  now  to  withdraw  the  amendmedK 

Mr.  WnoHT  th«i  expressed  bis  hope  that 
Gm  rewdntlon  would  be  adopted  hj  tbe  Honaau 
All  it  proposed  was,  to  inquire  whether  a  law 
did  or  did  not  exist,  within  the  Dlatriet  of  Oo- 
hmtna,  by  which  an  officer  was  empowered  to 
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appnlund  (not  a  daT«,  but)  «  free  man ;  and, 
fir  Boch  a  Mir  aotnaUy  does  exist,  whether  it 
ought  not  to  be  amended.  Wonld  mj  gentle- 
man say  that  this  was  not  a  subject  of  deep  in- 
terest? Of  interest  not  onlj  to  the  District, 
but  to  the  whole  Union !  He  l>elteved  there 
was  not  a  gentleman  on  that  floor  who  would 
denj  this:  and,  if  so,  why  dioold  not  the 
House  proceed  in  the  inquiry  t  They  had  been 
told  that  the  inquiry  was  of  an  irritating  char- 
acter, and  calculated  to  excite  angry  discussion. 
But  why  should  this  be  sot  What  was  there 
in  this  subject  to  produce  so  much  excitement  f 
If  some  gentlemen  diose  to  lash  themselres 
into  racitement  with  rward  to  it,  wal  that  a 
reason  why  the  House  uonld  not  poeeed  in 
ao  xeas(maUe  and  raoper  an  Inqniiy  f  Has  not 
the  Hobse  a  perfect  ri^t  to  mquira  into  the 
subject,  and  to  le^late  upon  itf  It  became 
them  to  inquire  and  to  act.  Ttie  excitement 
about  which  gentlemen  talked,  was  no  reason 
why  inquiry  was  to  be  arrested.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  proceed  in  its  duty  with 
caimneHa,  and  not  to  oe  prerented  from  per- 
forming it  by  the  excited  feelings  of  any.  The 
obserrations  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  l>een  characterized  as  inflammatory ;  for  his 
own  part  he  felt  no  such  effect  from  tbem :  he 
oonld  not  perceive  what  there  was  in  them  to 
inflame  any  body :  they  were  andt  as  natorally 
grew  out  of  the  subject  of  the  resolution.  He 
hoped  the  committee  would  be  cUrected  to 
make  the  ioouiry ;  and,  if  the  evil  oompluned 
of  did  exist,  ne  hoped  they  would  p<dnt  it  out, 
together  with  its  proper  remedy. 

Mr.  Powell  (from  the  Ck>mmittee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia)  sud  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
see  how  any  excitement  could  grow  out  of  the 
i^solution,  in  its  present  shape:  Uiere  was 
surely  no  necessity  for  any  warmth  of  feeling, 
or  any  protracted  dtscuBsion.  For  his  own 
part,  he  Iwlieved  there  was  no  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolution.  He  had  not  heara  any 
gentleman  attempt  to  maintain  that  tiie  resolu- 
tion ought  not  to  pass ;  nor  did  be  think  there 
was  a  single  person  who  was  of  Uut  opinion. 
For  himsetf,  as  a  member  at  the  Cmmnittee  on 
the  District  of  Odnmbia,  he  should  TOte  for 
the  resolntiMi ;  and,  if  it  passed,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  f^ve  Ida  earnest  attention  to  the  auty 
it  enjoined. 

Ifr.  Bbsht  said  he  was  sorry  he  was  not  of 
the  same  opinion  with  the  gentleman  who  had 
Just  taken  his  seat.  But  he  could  not,  and 
would  not,  vote  for  the  resolution  as  it  now 
atood.  It  was  calculated  only  to  excite  angry 
debate  and  irritated  feelings.  Even  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  who  profeseed  to  see  nothing 
of  this  kind  in  it,  had  himself  exhibited  n«u 
of  that  very  fb^ng.  If  the  gentleman  -who 
had  introduced  the  resolutiwi,  would  omsMit 
•0  to  modify  it  as  to  omit  the  worda  "  being  a 
citizen  of  any  ot  tiie  States,"  he  would  then 
Tote  for  it;  beonise  he  should  consider  the 
most  objeotionidda  part  of  it  as  removed. 

Hr.  Wabd  o^reased  hla  wiUiugaeai  to  ao- 


[DKCWsaa,  ISSA. 

cept  of  such  a  modification;  and  the  resolution 
was  modified  accordingly. 

Mr.  MoDorrix  said  he  was  sorry  the  gentle- 
roan  from  New  Twk  had  accepted  the  modifi- 
cation. He  thought  the  resolution,  as  it  now 
stood,  decidedly  more  exceptionable  than  it  , 
could  be  regarded  as  it  was  originally  present- 
ed. He  was  perfectly  willine,  for  his  own  part,  ' 
to  extend  to  the  citizens  of  ul  the  States,  what- 
ever might  be  their  color^  any  and  every  priv- 
ilege to  which  such  atitens  are  entitled. 
Whether  any  particular  deseripticoi  of  p^sons 
are  citizens  of  the  United  StMes,"  mint  be  a 
question ;  but,  when  the  BepreB«itat»e  at  a 
State  alleges  on  this  floor,  that  the  Bbn^  of  a 
citizen  of  that  State  has  been  violated  by  the 
laws  of  a  district  oyer  which  Congress  hdds 
exohunve  Juriidiction,  It  is  the  midonbtcd  and 
Bai»«d  right  of  the  person  so  claiming  to  be  a 
citizen,  to  be  heard  tnrough  his  RepresentatiTe. 
The  proposed  inquiry  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
instituted  upon  principles  the  most  obrinB 
justice ;  for  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctiy  un- 
aerstood,  that,  while  he  should  vindicate,  with  i 
firmness,  all  the  rights  which  he  rqareseoted, 
whenever  or  however  they  might  be  assailed,  i 
he  was  for  according  to  every  other  member,  j 
in  its  fullest  extent,  the  same  constitutional  j 
privily.  For  his  own  part,  he  viewed  this  as 
a  question  not  at  all  edcnlstea  to  excite  the 
sensibility  at  the  RepresentatiTcs  fttjra  the 
slave-hdding  States.  Th^  certainly  do  not 
claim,  by  any  qtecial  prerogative,  to  be  the  ad- 
vocates of  slavery  wherever  it  may  exist  On 
the  contrary,  If  It  shall  appear  that  tlie  laws  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  have  been  made  the 
instrument  of  oppression,  committed  on  a  per- 
son <daiming  to  be  a  citizen  of  New  York— ind 
he  was  free  to  declare  his  impres5i<m  that  earh 
State  had  a  right  to  determine  for  itself  who 
^ould  enjoy  that  privily© — then  has  an  out- 
rage been  committed  which  the  Repreeenta- 
tives  from  the  South  and  North  are  equally 
bound  to  discountenanoe ;  and  if  we  would 
av^  the  imputation  of  ^ving  our  sanction  to 
the  obuoionB  prooeedlns,  the  law,  1^  whidi  it 
wu  anthorizeo,  should  m  promptly  repealed. 
Vitiiout  anticipating  any  ultimate  qnesbons  to 
which  the  inquiry  might  lead,  he  would  con- 
clude with  the  remark  that,  if  any  privilege  of 
a  citizen  of  New  York  has  been  violated  throuch 
the  laws  or  tribunals  of  this  District,  this  body 
is  bound,  by  every  principle  of  policy,  justice^ 
and  humanity,  to  afford  ita  proteetkMi,  and  ap- 
ply the  necessary  remedy. 

Mr.  Bbent  s^d  he  was  sorry  to  differ  from 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina:  be  was 
equidly  anxious  with  that  gentleman  to  see  the 
aulject  folly  investigated.  But  in  order  to 
avoid  that  part  ot  the  sntijeot  wUdt  was  calcu- 
lated to  produce  irritation,  he  had  snggestM 
the  amendment  The  mover  had  said,  in  the 
speech  with  which  he  accompanied  his  resolu- 
tion, that  a  certain  colored  free  man  had  bea 
imprisoned,  and  afterwards  sold  to  pay  hia 
pr&on  feea.  Mr,  a  wiahed  to  Umit  the  in- 
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qaitr  to  tbiB  pmot  ■lonfl,  and  not  to  set  the 
oommittee  to  decide  whether  %  free  mui  of 
color  vsB  "a  oitizen  of  the  United  Statee." 
Hut  VM  the  questiiMi  he  aimed  to  avcdd : 
eansB  he  knew  it  w<Hild  inevitablj  inodnoe 
much  exmtement  in  a  part,  at  least,  <rf  the 
BoQse. 

Ur.  ICdtu  said  he  rose  especially  to  reply  to 
\  remark  made  by  several  gentlemeOf  seeming 
to  imply  that  this  matter  onght  not  to  be  dis- 
eissed,  becAose  it  created  so  mach  eidtement 
•ad  irritation,  finch,  certainly,  was  the  eflfect, 
tod  Ur.  U.  regretted  that  it  was  so.  The 
whole  mtarests  of  the  District  are  confided  to 
our  ezcliuiTe  Jorisdiction.  No  power  bat  that 
of  Uw  Geoend  Government  coold  operate. 
SUveiy  ensted  within  the  District,  and  the 
nt^  nmit  be  regulated  by  Coogreu.  It  waa 
BOt  only  our  right  bat  oar  duty.  It  was  im- 
ponUa  to  do  ufa  inteU^ntly  without  inquiry 
ud  free  discasrion.  This  was  felt  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  deUcaey ;  no  one  felt  this  more  senubly 
pir.  IL  said)  than  MniBelt  It  is  always  pain- 
ful to  enite  unpleasant  feelings;  such  was 
nerer  his  wish ;  and  it  was  matter  of  regret 
with  him  when,  in  the  performance  of  doty, 
nch  was  erer  the  oonsequence.  lu  his  opin- 
ion, erery  aab}ect  that  it  was  our  duty  to  regu* 
liU  tod  legislate  npon,  ought  to  be  considered 
proper  to  be  introdaoed  here,  and  freely  discnas- 
«d,  witlioat  exciting  pain  or  passion.  Ve  have 
tteume  absolute  control  over  this  Bubject  here 
tlutthe  States  have  within  the  limita  of  their 
npe^n  aoT«rdgntiea,  and  it  was  eqnallj  oar 
to  exercise  It.  It  was  fai  fiwt  the  case, 
tlut,  owing  to  the  p^nfol  exatement  growing 
oat  of  any  motion  on  the  sulfjeet  of  slarery 
liere.  it  had  been  utterly  neglected.  Gentlemen 
from  nettber  section  of  the  Union  liked  to  take 
uj'  rtep  in  relation  to  it:  the  consequence 
wu,  that  there  had  been  no  amelioration  of  the 
lawi  growing  ont  of  the  system  of  slavery  here, 
for  the  thirty  years  the  District  had  been  under 
the  jarisdietioa  of  the  General  Government, 
la  other  States,  improvements  had  been  made : 
^  eodes  had  been  meliorated :  here,  from  the 
aow  alluded  to,  they  had  been  entirely  n^iect- 
d.  and  all  tiie  comiptioua  growing  out  of  that 
and  the  oopidity  of  those  who  looked 
niy  to  thdr  private  intere^  were  severely 
Mt.  From  a  p^>er  in  his  hand,  which  he 
iUted  to  be  official,  Hr.  U.  read  anaeoonntof 
we  pwsons  imprisoned  in  the  Jail,  as  follows : 

Snawij  negroes  committed  to  the  JiJI  of  Wash- 
agtOB  Coanty,  District  of  Columbia,  from  the  1st 
tt7  of  December,  1B2S,  to  November  80th,  1824, 
bdoded,       .....     T  «i 

Mfe-keeplng,  by  their  masters,  from  De- 
etnber  lit,  letS,  to  November  80th,  182*,  81 

*°**»y  negroe*  committed  from  December 
1*.  im,  to  Novmnber  80th,  1826,  68 

Tor  adtskeeiiing,  by  their  masters,  from  De- 
enber  lit,  1824,  to  November  80th,  1825,  124 
•uoen  of  the  above,  that  were  committed  M  nm- 
moved  to  be  free;  and  one  of  them  sold  for 

ba  Jaa  IM  and  other  expensBB. 


White  and  black  crlminils:  tbe  following  unm- 
ber  committed  for  offenccj,  from  December 
iBt,  1823,  to  November  SOth,  1824,        -  12S 

And  about  the  aame  number  for  the  year  fol- 
lowing. 

[Sgned  by  tbe  Jailer.] 

Of  the  eighty-one,  and  one  hundred  and 
tweuty-foar,  in  Jail  for  safe  keeping,  he  ob- 
served, that  be  understood  they  were  placed 
there  for  sale:  that  tbe  Federal  prisons,  and 
their  keepers,  wore  extensively  used  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  domestic  slave 
trade.  I  presume  that  gentlemen  have  no 
proper  idea  of  the  situation  of  this  matter ;  if 
they  had,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  amtioMnt 
must  be  general,  that  Legislatire  biterf^renoe 
is  proper.  Last  Winter,  said  ]Cr.  IC,  I  went 
through  tlie  cells  of  the  prison,  and  I  will  men- 
tion au  instance  of  its  oocapaUon  that  was  pre- 
sented to  me.  There  was  a  woman  in  a  ceU, 
with  three  children,  one  aa  infant,  all  for  s^ 
I  was  afterwards  informed  that  she  was  the 
wife  of  a  free  man,  who  had  had  by  her  nine  chil- 
dren.  As  they  grew  to  an  age  to  be  profitable 
in  market,  the  children  were  sold ;  now  the  wo- 
man had  arrived  at  a  time  of  life  to  be  no  longer 
valuable  as  a  breeder,  she  and  her  children 
were  separated  from  her  husband,  and  ant  to 

Jour  prison  for  sale :  your  officer  who  keeps 
etng  employed  as  ttie  agent  Anothar  in- 
rtance  was  atated  to  him  yeeterdayi  in  a  w» 
that  seemed  entitled  to  oredit :  that  a  free  col- 
ored man  waa  taken  ap  under  the  law  and  im- 
prisoned.  Ignorant,  poor,  friendless,  he  found 
It  difficult  to  prove  his  freedom,  and  lay  in  jail 
in  so  miserable  a  ntuation  that  his  legs  were 
so  frozen  that  when  liberated,  he  had  to  walk 
on  his  knees,  being  a  cripple  for  life.  He  men- 
tioned these  circumstances  to  show  that  evila 
existed  of  a  nature  and  to  an  extent  which  gen- 
tlemen were  not  probably  apprised  o^  and 
which  he  was  sure  they  woula  not  approve. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  Hr,  H.  ssJd,  that  there 
were  places  in  the  District,  by  some  called  Pens, 
where  tilie  dave  dealers  gather  together  gangs 
of  slaves,  and  then  fkaten  them  by  a  long  chain, 
running  between  the  purs,  and  to  Uds  tb^  are 
handcuffed,  right  ana  left,  and  io  driven  ofi| 
ten,  twenty,  and  thirty,  in  a  drove.  The  num- 
ber pasring  the  bridge  in  a  year,  was  udd  to 
have  amounted  to  hundreds.  It  was,  in  truth, 
the  case  that,  owing  to  the  total  neglect  of  this 
subject  by  the  only  power  having  authority  to 
remedy  tlie  evils,  this  had  become  the  head- 

aaarters  of  tiie  d<»nestio  slave  trade.  And, 
lat  the  House  misht  see  the  impression  its 
enormities  had  mauw  upon  others,  he  read  a 
resolution  <^eied  b j  2fr.  Baodolph,  in  Hareh, 
1816. 

**  On  moUon  of  Hr.  Randidi^ 
*'  lUtalvtd,  That  a  eomndttee  be  «ppdnted  to 
Inquire  into  the  existence  of  sn  inhuman  and  Illegal 
traffic  ID  ikves  carried  on  io  and  through  the  iH^ 
triet  of  Colvmbia;  and  to  report  whether  any,  sad 
what,  meaaarea  ace  neeeasaiy  for  putting  a  amp  to 
tbei 
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A  few  days  after,  the  oommittoe  hod  leave  to 
•md  tor  persoiu  and  papers.  Depositiooa  were 
mfterwaros  laid  apon  the  table,  taken  br  the 
ocHiiniittee,  bat  he  had  aearchea  in  the  clerk's 
office  for  them  wiUiottt  effect.  All  would  go 
to  show  that  the  whole  snbject  of  slavery  with- 
in the  Distriot  needed  onr  interference,  and 
onght  to  be  dlscnssed  with  freedom  and  good 
temper.  In  relation  to  the  partioalw  resolu- 
tion of  the  htmorable  gentleman  from  Kew 
York,  (Hr.  Wabd,)  Mr.  M.  thought  it  properly 
drawn,  a  fit  sabject  for  inquiry,  and  more  es- 
pecially so,  as,  from  the  paper  he  (Mr.  M.)  had 
read,  it  appeared  that,  of  fifty-eight  committed 
As  nmaways,  fifteen  had  proved  themselves 
free,  and  €sm  been  sold  for  his  jdl  fees.  In- 
Jnstice  certainly  resnlted  from  the  law  as  it 
stands,  and  he  thought  it  right  the  committee 
shonld  inquire  into  sntiject. 

Mr.  DoBssT  expressed  mndi  regret  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
Indulged  himself  in  bringing  forward  the  nar- 
rative he  had  just  submitted  to  the  House :  ho- 
cause  it  might  lead,  elsewhere,  to  the  idea  that 
some  ulterior  measure  was  intended :  that  the 
gentleman  was  moving  this  House  to  take  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  internal  trade  in  slaves 
vithin  the  United  States,  Sndi  an  idea  was 
■wdl  caleulated  to  vrodnee  exeltemcait  and 
alarm  in  tiie  slave-holding  States.  He,  there- 
fore, aaggested  an  amendinettt  to  the  rescAn- 
tton,  making  it  generally  propose  an  Inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  exbting  laws. 
There  was,  be  said,  no  need  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  whether  such  a  law  existed :  He  would 
read  to  the  House  the  law  referred  to.  (Here 
Hr.  D.  read  the  law.)  He  bad  no  doubt  that 
eveiy  gentleman  would  cheerftilly  consent  that 
this  law  ooffht  to  be  modified ;  and  if  snch  was 
the  object,  it  might  be  arrived  at  by  a  better 
mode  than  the  resolution  proposed.  Tho  indi- 
cations of  excitement  were  already  perceptible 
in  Uie  House  and  he  was  atnry  to  nj  that  Uie 
Temarics  and  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
PeniBylTania  had  not  been  ealoiuated  to  allay  it, 

Hr.  Bbaslet  ooold  not  hot  ecrndder  the 
qnestioii,  which  was  Intraded  to  be  presented 
to  the  Honse,  as  a  very  simple  one.  It  was 
not  now  put  to  them  to  say  whether  the  laws  of 
the  District  on  the  Bubjoct,  originally  passed 
by  Maiyland,  ought  to  he  altered  Into  conform- 
i^  with  the  present  laws  of  that  State ;  it  was 
not  even  this ;  bnt  simply,  whether  a  com- 
mittee should  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
each  alteration.  It  would  be  recollected,  too, 
that  the  committee  by  whom  the  inquiry  was 
proposed  to  be  made,  was  one  appointed 
mecially  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the 
District  Mr.  B.  said  he  believed  it  was  not 
nsnal  to  enter  into  endi  extended  d^ate  on 
mere  reaolations  of  iaqniry ;  and  ha  aaw  no 
oooarini  for  it  in  this  instanoew  He  hoped  the 
resolution  would  mm  without  fortber  amend- 
ment, more  espeoiuly  as  no  gentleman  would 
be  eommitted  by  tna  Tote  as  to  ai^  nltoiw 
prooeedlnga. 


[DBcDonw  1830, 

Mr.  DoBSBT  sud,  as  he  had  been  reqaetfted 
to  withdraw  Us  amendment,  he  would  otmsent 
to  do  sa 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  was  not  disposed  to  object  to 
an  im^niry ;  yet,  he  must  think  that  the  form 
in  which  the  resolution  was  presented,  and  the 
remarks  by  which  it  was  accompanied,  were 
calculated  to  ]nt>duoe  excitement.  Several 
gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  Honse  this 
mtuning,  t^peared  to  be  of  opinion  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  irritation  on  this  sabject,  in 
whatever  form  presented :  a  nn^  moment's 
r^ection  would  oe  snffident  to  anov  that  this 
was  a  very  great  mistake.  On  tUa  sntgectf 
Mr.  F.  eakl,  there  is  in  the  United  States  a 
radical  diflEwmce  of  opiid<m.  The  genflcman 
from  Kew  York,  and  others,  chum,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  that  black  persons,  held  to  be  adzens 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  If  ew  Yoric, 
should  enjoy  in  every  other  State  the  same 
privily.   The  whole  of  the  Southern  ddega- 
tion  deny  this  claim.   We  hold  (said  he)  t^ 
we  have  the  right  to  exdnde  free  people  of 
color,  to  Ciject  them,  and  to  limit  tiior  privueeui. 
when  we  admit  them  to  reside  among  ns.  We 
know  that  there  has  been  a  ocmoderable  dis- 
ousuon  on  this  head,  ariung  from  one  of  the 
States  exclnding  sailors  of  a  foreign  ooontty 
(odndssible  under  treaty  stipulation^  nada-its 
general  lav  ocmceming  peraooa  of  color,  and 
oonflning  such  persons  iu  prison  wha  this  law 
has  been  contravened  by  tnem.   On  a  qnestioa 
like  this,  intim^^y  connrcted  with  the  safe^ 
of  a  large  portirai  of  this  country,  discasaon 
must  necessarily  i«odace  exdtement;  ee^edsl- 
ly  when  the  case  of  Gilbert  Horton,  with  aH 
its  attendant  circumstanoea,  had  been  broo^t 
into  view.   Mr.  F.  said  he  was  not  dii^Msed 
to  be  ennted,  and  he  had  no  objection  to  any 
•pTopeir  inquiry  on  this  snt^ect.   fiut,  when  tlie 
,  genOeman  told  the  House  that  the  o(MDStitnticD 
gave  protection  to  this  individual :  that  the  coa- 
atitntion  ^ves  to  the  States^  respeetivdy,  Um 
power  of  regulating  the  aal^jeet:  bo  a^nded 
the  strongest  ai^^mnent  against  his  own  prope- 
ntlon;  because,  if  he  was  ri^t  in  flus  posi- 
tion, there  was  no  sort  of  occarion  fiv  th«  in- 
quiry which  he  proposed.  Hr.  F.  said  he  wn 
perfectly  willing  to  enter  into  the  ^nestion,  b 
It  eroedient  that  the  laws  of  this  District  shall 
be  altered,  or  is  it  nott   But  the  scntlonan 
hhd  no  right  to  institute  this  inqmry  at  the 
moment  of  fulminating  acenaationa  d  a  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  agunst  which  the  Judi- 
ciary would  afford  si^cient  protection.  If 
the  gen^eman  admitted  that  the  laws  of  the 
D^trict  on  this  subject  were  oonstitntional,  "Hr. 
F.  was  perfectly  willing  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  them,  and  he  hoped  the 
oonnnittee  woold  retwrt  such  alterations  in 
them  as  tiba  atato  of  lodety  ought  justi^  or 
require.  ' 

J&r.  Tuom  add  he  did  not  mean,  although 
he  had  eorae  olgeetion  to  tlw  sh^  of  the 
roaolntiMi,  and  tw  mode  of  its  fovaentation,  to 
oppose  ita  paaage.  He  iraa  aonjr  that  the 
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ta  or  B. 


nl^ect  bad  prodoced  eo  moeb  oonTeraatioD. 
It  most  be  equUj  {ntenating  to  gwitlein«i 
from  vfwj  Suta,  tbat  fraanan,  of  vbatavw 
color,  imngfidlj  impriaoned,  ihoaUl  be  M  at 
Bbertf.  u  tbere  a  lav  In  operation  trithiD 
this  Otttriot  whieb  aiitbf»izea  the  impriBMimeDt 
(tf  ndi  I  ao^  erenr  one  vonld  asree  that  it 
OBgfat  to  be  Tapealed.  Mr.  F.  said  he  would 
it^  fbnrard  to  gnard  the  rights  of  rach  a  man 
u  KMa  as  anj  other :  be  hoped  it  was  not  the 
peculiar  datj  of  anj  one  to  take  this  charge 
lus  philanthropj.  If  a  man,  imprisoned 
within  this  District,  had  bis  feet  frort-bitten, 
itvashismi^OTtnne:  the  courts  wonld,  donbt- 
leu,  regulate  the  conduct  of  their  Jail-keepers. 
Bat  the  Honu  ooriit  not  to  be  too  much  affect- 
ed by  case :  for,  Ur.  F.  siUd,  he  had.  in  liis 
time,  knoirn  a  white  man,  once  inflnential  and 
napeeted,  fruat-Utten  daring  ImprisoDmmt^ 
iM:  ana  be  penonaUy  knew,  daring  his  ob- 
lemtion  of  uie  practice  of  the  ho^ital  in 
Philadelphia,  in  his  yoanger  days,  that  tne  root 
of  the  dmeasea  of  fonr-flfths  of  all  the  persona 
Tbo  went  into  tbat  asylum  was  poverty — mi»- 
fbrtaoe.  PoTerfy,  in  any  coant^,  is  attended 
bj  aiany  ills ;  and  not  by  more  here  tiian  etse- 
irbere:.  And  as  to  all  that  staff  about  ap- 
proaching %  magarine  with  a  candle — where  is 
the  maguine  ?  There  is  none  that  X  know  of. 
Hr.  F.  made  a  few  ftifther  obeerrations,  ex- 
presQTe  of  his  readiness,  which  be  believed 
wai  common  to  all,  to  protect  and  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  every  olaea  of  pe(^e  in  the 
Katrkt  of  CtdamUa,  from  the  mnjat  to  the 
nort  hnmUe  indlTidnaL  AU  he  desired  was, 
thit  it  flboold  be  done  In  a  way  not  to  interfere 
vith  the  ri^ta  <tf  some  Statea,  under  the  plea 
of  protecting  tiie  rights  of  other  Stotes. 

Mr.  llABTnrDALx  then  moved  to  add  to  the 
rw>]oti<m  the  following  amendment : 

"  And  be  Instmcted  to  report  to  tMa  Hoose  an 
■brtrtct  of  all  lawa  la  force  in  the  District  of  Co- 
luntMa,  in  anywise  affieefing  the  liberty  of  the  per- 
■aa ;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  portiona  of  said 
kn  bare  been  repealed  or  modified  by  the  I«gi»> 
btofta  of  the  States  of  Maryland  or  Tir^nia." 

Which  motioD  be  aooompaiiied  with  a  tern 
WaaAa  of  explanation. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fownx, 
who  tbooght  it  imposed  an  unneoeasary  labor 
OB  the  Committee  m  the  District  of  Oolnmhia ; 
■ad  the  qneation  being  taken,  it  was  negatived. 

TIm  qoeatloa  waa  then  taken  on  the  ori^nal 
KicAntion  of  Hr.  Vasn^  and  oanied  Y/j  a 
n^urity.   

Thumdat,  December  88. 
hthmm  ^  Panama. 
Vr.  RxTD  moved  the  following : 
Rttolped,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AASUra  be 
natncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eatab- 
M£ag  R  fine  of  commnidcatlon  from  eome  port  or 
^ In  the  United  States  aeroes  the  lathmoa  of 
nBaM^  to  ■one  port  or  ports  oa  the  Paelflo 
Ocean. 

Hr.  Bbd  laiil,  that  it  woold  be  nmemberad 


that  the  satiJect  to  wbioh  he  wai  now  denrooa 
to  oall  the  attention  of  the  House,  had  been 
presented  tnr  their  crauideration  by  the  report 
cS  the  Secretary  oi  the  Navy,  the  last  year, 
which  aooompanled  the  Fre^dent's  Message. 
I  did,  (uai  he,)  during  the  last  session,  offer  a 
resolaraoD,  whioh  passed  this  Hoase,  of  similar 
import  with  the  one  now  nnder  oonsiderati(Hi. 
The  Committee  on  Naval  AfTaini  did  not  find 
time  to  report  npon  the  subject  during  the  last 
session. 

As  that  resolution  waa  misunderstood  by 
some,  presuming  a  canal  or  nulway  was  con- 
templated, I  deem  it  expedient  to  offer  a  few 
words  in  explanation  «  mf  Tien  upon  the 
snbieet. 

We  have  a  considerable  naval  force  in  the 
Pacifio  Ocean.  Th^  force  will  not  be  dimin- 
ished, bat  may  be  increasedf  eo  Itag  w  we 
may  have  a  navy,  and  foreign  oommerce.  How 
important  is  it  to  communicate  instmotiona  to^ 
and  receive  deniatcbes  from,  oar  aqnadroo 
there.  Look  at  their  situadon— the  vast  ezteid 
of  conntrr  ti^ey  vi^t,  the  different  nations  they 
visit  bordering  upon  that  extended  coast,  sub* 
joot  to  changes,  and  perhape  revolatious.  Look, 
also,  to  the  ialonda  with  whom  we  have  iuter- 
coarse,  inhabited  by  savages.  No  ptortion  of 
our  navj  needs  instruction  so  mnch  or  ao  c^n, 
and  yet  we  cannot  ^ve  and  receive  Informa- 
tion from  Uiat  squadron  in  leas  time  than  eight 
montha.  By  the  o(mtem|dated  roote,  infOTma* 
ti<m  may  be  eorried  ttmn  one  of  our  portL 
aoroaa  the  Istbmna  oi  Fwuuna,  to  Lima,  and 
receive  an  answer,  in  about  three  months,  lese 
than  half  the  time  reqidred  in  the  circuitona 
route  around  Cape  Horn,  sa^g  a  voyage  of 
more  than  ten  thouaandnules.  It  would  afford 
means  of  sending  and  receiving  despatohee  from 
our  Ministers  and  Agents  in  Uie  South  Ameri- 
can Republics.  It  would  afford  great  faciliUea 
to  our  commerce  in  that  ocean — eommeroe 
already  considerable,  and  which  is  increasing^ 
and  will  continue  to  increase.  Our  oommeroe, 
and  the  various  interests  inseparably  connected 
with  it,  require  all  the  facilities  which  the 
Government  can  afford.  It  would  afford  im- 
portant advantages  to  onr  whale  flaher^ .  We 
have  in  that  ocean  a  hundred  whale  ahipe,  the 
greater  part  from  my  own  nelghborbood  and  db- 
trict  These  shipe  have  two  thonaand  men  oa 
board,  and  their  voyages  omtinne  for  three 
years.  I  acknowledge  it  would  be  gratifying 
and  useful  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  these 
men  to  advise  ibeir  friends  and  those  interested, 
of  their  success  or  miafortune.  It  would  afford 
to  all  who  might  be  situated  in  that  distant 
ocean,  an  opportunity  to  send  to,  and  receive 
letters  ftvm,  their  friends. 

I  am  fully  oouvinoed  tbat  the  proposed  com* 
mnnication  Is  highly  important  in  every  rela- 
tion. I  hope  its  importance^  especially  aa  the 
expense  of  carrying  it  into  effect  ia  very  in- 
ooDsidMraUe,  may  receive  the  eariy  attention 
of  the  committee. 

The  nmAvHica  waa  thtt  agreed  ta 
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Soads  tn  ths  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Oa  motion  of  Hr.  Wmo,  Delegate  from 
Uichiffaa,  the  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Ur.  Cohdiot  in  the  cluur,  on  the 
)iill  to  "  authorize  the  k^ing  out  and  opening 
ioertMn  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Miohlgui." 

The  sereral  blanks  in  the  bill  were  fiUed,  one 
with  1,S00  doUiuB,  for  surveys,  and  two  others 
with  12,000  and  25,000  ddlai^  for  opening  the 
•evoal  roads  mentioned  in  the  bill. 

lEr.  Vaiiob  explain«d  tb»  dtoation  of  the 
ntada  refmed  to,  and  th^  aqwct  on  the  mili- 
taiy  drfenoe  of  that  territoiy ;  that  frnn  De- 
Ucit  to  the  river  St.  Glair,  Min^  intended  for 
the  purpose  of  throwing  troops,  m  time  of  war, 
into  the  Upper  Lake  oonntry,  slioald  the  Brit- 
Ui  fortify  and  hold  the  water  communication ; 
that  from  Detroit  to  the  Baganaw  Bay,  led  into 
the  heart  of  the  Chippewa  conntry ;  that  from 
the  same  place  to  Chicago,  into  the  heart  of  the 
oonntry  of  tiie  Fattowatamie  and  Miami  In- 
dians. Both  these  would  give  access  to  the 
wemj  in  case  of  an  Indian  war. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  otgroasea  for  a  third  rwding. 


TxwAX,  December  29. 
Internal  Improveatait, 
ICr.  BiTiB  mond  the  fi^owing  reaolntion : 
JiMolved,  That  the  Cotmnlttee  of  Ways  and  Heans 
be  Instmctcd  to  Inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  dia- 
coattnaioKthe  umiul  appro|H^ation  heretofore  mida 
fw  defnying  the  expense  of  such  surveys  of  routes 
for  roada  and  canals  as  may  be  directed  by  the  £x- 
eculire,  and  of  substitutiog  therefor,  distinct  and 
specific  appropriations  for  surveying  such  routes 
only  as  shall  be  authorised  by  Congress. 

The  resolution  being  read — 

Mr.  RivBS  said,  that,  in  presenting  the  reso- 
lution Just  read,  it  might  oe  pn^ier  for  him 
briefly  to  atate  the  general  reaaona  which  led 
him  to  believe  that  the  Inqnirr  proposed 
it  was  such  a  one  as  was  fit  to  be  entertwnea 
this  Hooae.  It  woold  be  recollected  tliat, 
during  tiie  flrat  session  of  the  ^hteenth  Con- 
gress, after  a  protraoted  and  elaborate  discus- 
^n  of  the  abstract  constitutional  qoestion,  a 
law  was  passed,  anthorizing  the  President  to 
oanse  snrveya  to  tra  made  of  such  routes  for 
roods  and  canals  as  "  he  might  dean  to  be  of 
national  importance.^'  and  making  an  appro* 
priation  of  80,000  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  the  objects  of  that  act  into  effect 
During  the  second  session  of  the  same  Congress, 
an  ^propriation  waa  iutrodoced  into  the  G«n- 
cnnal  Military  Ajipr<q>riatiim  Bill,  of  another 
■mi  of  28,000  oollarB;  fbr  "malong  enrveya. 
■nd  ear-ring  on  the  operations  of  the  Board  of 
Engioeera^  in  relation  to  Internal  Improve- 
ments and  a  similar  appropriation  was  again 
inserted  in  the  Militanr  Appropriation  Bill  of 
last  year,  of  60,000  doUara,  for  *'  defraying  the 
expenses  incidental  to  ezaminationa  and  aur- 
veya,  preparatory  t<^  and  in  ^  o^  the  forma- 


(Dwnan,  IBK. 

tion  of  roads  and  canals."  It  will  be  peronvcd, 
from  the  recital  I  have  given  of  the  two  last 
acts  of  Congressj  that  they  are  sUknt  aa  to  tiw 
authority  by  which  the  ant^iectB  for  theae  bot- 
veys  were  to  be  designated ;  but  they  werc^ 
probably,  intended  at  the  time;  and  have  beoi 
since  ac^ed  upcm  by  ttie  Execntive,  as  continii- 
ing  in  the  Prerident  the  aame  discretimiaTy 
anthority  which  was  orinnally  reated  in  him 
by  the  act  of  1824.  It  has  so  happoied,  that 
the  propriety  of  transferring  to  the  ExeentiTa 
Departmnt  this  large  discreticmary  power 
over  the  public  mcmey,  baa  neTer  recced  the 
separate  oouaideratioD,  or  explicit  aaaetioB  of 
this  Honse.  In  1824^  it  was  meif^  ia  the 
cMutitotional  qneation  reapecting  the  power  of 
Congress  to  act  np<ni  tiia  enbject  of  internal 
improvemoita,  which  was  the  aole  ground  of 
debate  on  that  occauon ;  and  in  1825  and  1828. 
from  the  position  it  occupied  in  the  General 
Military  Appropriation  Bill,  it  waa  orershadov- 
ed  and  lost  sigttt  of  amid  the  varied  of  other 
objects  with  which  it  was  surroonded.  I  can-  * 
not  help  believing,  said  Mr.  R.,  that,  when  this 
subject  shall  encage  the  serious  deliberation  of 
this  House,  it  will  be  found  that  we  ban  CiBen 
into  a  groea  departore  frcon  the  true  gemns  of 
our  Government  and  the  aonnd  maziinactf  re- 
pnUioan  policy.  The  cratnd  of  the  paVBc 
money,  and  tbe  deetoiation  of  the  objeOs 
upon  which  it  aboold  be  expended,  are  amMig 
the  highest  trusts  confided  to  the  legielatiTe 
anthOTity  of  the  Union;  and,  to  assign  tb« 
performance  of  these  tmsta  to  any  other  hands 
than  our  own,  is  an  nnwarrantable  and  dan- 
gerous del^^ation  of  our  powers.  This  ddega- 
tion,  in  the  present  instance,  ia  the  less  excns- 
abie,  becMue  the  duty  we  asrign  to  the  Presi- 
dent, is  one  to  which  we  are  entirely  com- 
petent onrselves.  It  ia  admitted  by  all  the 
nienda  of  internal  improvemoit^  onder  the 
auwiaea  d  the  General  Govemmoi^  that,  iu 
their  Intimate  scope,  they  are  confined  a- 
olnsively  to  objects  of  a  pervading  waCawiaf 
ekMraeter.  These  objects  fsannot  be  vtfy  mi- 
merooa,  and,  if  they  were  ao,  soreJy  we  who 
come  from  the  various  divisiona  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  are  premuned  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  mutual  connection  and  dependenee  of  the 
several  parts,  are  as  well  qualified  to  de(er> 
mine  what  objects  are  of  general  intmat  to  the 
whole,  as  any  individual,  however  derated  hia 
station,  or  jnstiy  entitied  to  req)ect  hia  ofnnions 
may  be.  Among  the  many  ulntary  eoonada 
delivered  by  our  great  political  reformer,  (I  al- 
Inde,  aaid  Mr.  B.,  to  Mr.  Jefferson,)  there  waa 
none  more  eameetly  and  frequenter  iDcdeated 
by  him  than  that  of  "  ^tpropriating  ve^fie 
Buma  for  every  specifio  puipoee  snso^nHe  of 
definition."  The  objects  embraced  in  a  lufimat 
system  of  internal  improvement,  are  surely  ca- 
pable of  b^g  defined;  and  I  tn»t  we  shall 
a\ai\  ourselvea  of  the  ocoanoo,  now  presmted 
by  the  recorrenoe  of  our  annual  appropriations, 
to  return  to  sound  principles  frran  which  we 
have  inconsiderately  gwe  aatn^-    Tlwre  is. 
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beaidea,  nid  Kr.  B.  an  obTions  hioongnu^  in 
oor  pment  mode  of  jmMMeding  npon  thla  mb- 
jecL  The  poww<^BsrTexiiiffroatMfi»- roads 
ind  eanab  M  aflriiped  to  «u«iq»rtninit  of  tha 
Oonrament,  while  the  power  of  CMutmetiiig 
tikem  ifl  Rtuned  br  another.  In  eonseqnenoe 
of  a  di^rcnoe  of  opinion  between  the  two  de- 
partments, it  may,  and  no  doabt  will  h^)pen, 
that  the  President  will  canse  rontea  to  be  aar- 
T^ed,  wfaidi  CJoDgress  may  not  oonrider  of 
■nfficient  importance  to  ju^fjr  an  application 
of  the  national  reaonrcea  for  their  conatmction, 
ind  thus  a  nselesB  ezpenditnre  of  the  publio 
treasore,  to  a  large  amoont,  may  be  incurred, 
lod  at  a  time,  too,  when  we  are  reminded, 
from  the  highest  aothority,  of  the  neceaaity 
of  abidinff  by  tiie  of  the  moat  Tigilant 

cemwmy.  Bnt  tho  moat  aeriooa  <^eett(m  to 
this  ayifeam  irf"  kgMatloo  ramaina  to  be  notSoed. 
It{i  ita  tendcniqr  to  deatttiy  tha  true  balanoa  of 
the  eonatittttiom— to  inereaaek  dangeroudy  to 
inaease,  the  infloenoe  of  <ne  department « the 
GoTffnment  at  the  expense  of  another — to 
ilraisthen  that  arm  of  the  pnbUo  authority 
which  ia  already  anfBmently  powerful — and  to 
make  gratnitona  additions,  by  l^^idatiTe  eon- 
cenra,  to  that  mass  of  patronage  secured  to 
the  ExeeatiTe  by  the  provinons  of  the  oonsti- 
tuion,  and  wMch  the  l^dative  anthority  has 
no  power  to  redaoe.  It  was  not  my  object. 
Mid  Mr.  R,  to  dwell  on  any  of  these  topics.  I 
have  bar^y  adverted  to  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  there  are  ciHidderaUona  in- 
TdTed  in  the  inqairy  I  have  propoaed,  of  the 
deepest  import  to  tlw  aonnd  admu^atxation  of 
dte  Qoraramen^  and  in  order  to  attract  to 
them  the  ddiberato  atient^  of  the  House,  and 
of  tibe  emninittee  to  which  the  subject  is  sub- 
mitted. "B  ft  dundd  beeome  necessary,  in  the 
brther  nrograaa  of  the  measure,  I  will  endeavor 
to  deTel<^  mj  Tiewa  of  this  subject,  in  all  its 
bearinm,  more  fully  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BimRT  said  he  was  happy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  had  been  oaUed  to  the  gen- 
eral saliject  of  the  manner  in  which  appropri^ 
tioDfl  are  made  by  thia  House.  A  rest^ution 
had  been  lying,  for  some  days,  tm  his  table, 
whidi,  firom  taat  rrinotanoe  he  ever  iislt  to 
tnabla  the  Honae^  he  had  Ibrborae  to  offer, 
the  olfieet  of  whidk  waa  nearly  allied  to  that  of 
Oe  graUeman  from  Vii]rini»— bnt  it  oorered 
more  gnmnd  and  went  wthw  than  this.  He 
Via  pmnaded  that,  on  examination,  it  would 
be  firaad,  that  there  la  not  a  Ooverament  on 
estth,  mere  public  money  is  ap]»opriated  as 
it  is  m  onrs.  Estimates  are  aent  to  ns  from 
the  departmenta,  in  a  shme,  which  he  did  not 
■tr  was  improper,  (as  he  did  not  donbt  the  tai- 
nt (rf  the  oflSoers  concerned,}  but  which,  to 
ntay,  waa  certainly  not  dearly  intelli^ble, 
TlMse  eonanmnieationa  were  osnaJly  re&rnd  to 
▼ny  tUe  oommitteea,  but  no  committee  is  just- 
\l  expected  to  be  ao^uainted  with  all  the  va- 
riotu  departme&ta  tii  infwmatim  embraced,  ea- 
pcoillv  bi  the  nmnal  report  of  the  Trearaxy. 
iodwhiQharedMiTedfraia  a  great  Torielr  of 


sonroea.  The  duty  of  the  Oommittee  of  W«ya 
and  Means  doea  not  demand  that  ita  members 
should  be  bmiliar  with  all  theaa  particular^ 
rinee  ita  apfm^s^ate  dnty  la  no  more  than  to 
ptdnt  ODt  the  manner  in  which  the  reaooroe^ 
to  be  ^^nopriated  by  the  House,  shall  be  best 
applied.  But,  as  things  now  operate,  the  pow- 
er of  q>pn^nad(Hi  resides  practically,  in  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  whilst  tlie  respon^bility 
of  the  appr<q)riating  power  rests  on  this  House. 
The  departments  are  in  the  habit  of  aslcing  for 
specific  soma  as  in  part  payment  for  such  and 
such  oi^ects — while  the  whole  amount,  which 
the  several  objecta  require,  is  never  stated,  and 
nobody  knows  how  great  it  may  be.  The  com- 
plaint waa  frequCTt,  that  the  oommuuicationa 
are  nnintolligible,  especially  to  new  member^ 
and,  indeed,  to  old  members  too^  uoless  they 
will  take  the  lidmr  of  extensive  and  tedioos  in- 
vestigatlraofdoooments.  He,  therefore,  offered 
the  tbUowing  amendment,  which,  he  hoped, 
would  be  acoepted  by  the  h<Hiorable  gentlemaa 
from  Virginia,  aa  a  modifieatioa  of  hu  own. 

JBuo/mcI;  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Veaaa 
be  instnicted  to  loqaire  into  the  expemency  of  re- 
quiring, that,  bereaher,  all  estimates  of  appropriaf 
tiona  for  the  opetations  of  the  different  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  when  the  same  are  to  be 
api^d  to  tlie  conatruetion  of  worlts  of  a  pennaseat 
cbancter,  riiaU  be  accompanied  with  a  general  de- 
scription of  tlie  work  pro^rased,  with  an  esUmate  of 
the  entire  cost  for  its  cotnpIcUon,  and,  from  year  to 
5ear,  with  a  statement  of  tlie  sums  expended,  and 
tlie  balance  which  will  be  required. 

Seaolved,  mUo,  That  the  same  committee  inquire 
into  the  expe^ncy  of  nwkiog  provision,  by  an 
amendment  of  the  rules  of  tlte  Honse,  or  oAerwIsb 
that,  Iiereafier,  tlie  estimates  for  HiUtuy  sen^  and 
defences  shaU  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  lUW 
itary  Afbirs — the  estimates  for  Indisn  expenditores 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs — the  estimatea 
from  tlie  Navy  Department,  to  the  Committee  on 
NsTal  Affair*— and  the  estkaates  for  the  Publio 
Buildings,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Build- 
ings ;  and,  Uiat  tlie  several  conwiittees  sli^  make 
report  upon  the  same,  before  any  bilL  making  up* 
propriations  for  the  puiposea  m  such  estiiutea, 
sluul  be  considered  by  the  House. 

It  was  pt^>er,  ICr.  B.  sud,  that,  in  public,  as 
much  as  m  private  ooncenia,  when  soy  nniwp* 
taking  was  entered  upon,  to  mt  down  first,  and 
oonnt  Hm  oost.  The  effisot  of  the  resolution 
would  enable  tiie  House  to  do  this.  Thec(»n- 
nuttees  of  the  House  can  then  prononnoe  witli 
ocmfldeooe  on  the  propriety  of  making  the  up- 
propriations  asked ;  and  the  power  of  ^ipro- 
priation  will  then  be,  where  it  ought  to  be, 
with  the  TeqwnaibiUty.  He  had  not  the  least 
intention  of  refleoting  on  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments; he  knew  their  entire  oompetoniT^  to 
the  discharge  of  their  arduous  doti^  He  did 
not  reflect  on  the  men,  bnt  on  the  system — on 
the  mode  of  bnriness  pursned.  The  result  of 
audi  a  plan  often  was,  that  an  object,  which 
had  beenireoommmded  by  one  of  these  officera 
and  in  part,  appropriated  for,  was  diaapproved 
if  Us  snooeaaw  in  oHoa ;  and  thus  the  Hoosa 
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poBed  down  what  it  bad  built  vp,  and  the  pab- 
Uo  money  was  nseleflalr  squandered. 

Ur.  Rms  replied,  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
Itim,  from  having  heard  the  resolution  of  the 
htmorable  gentleman  read,  that  its  tenor  and 
intention  were  at  all  parallel  with  the  views  he 
had  in  offering  his  own.  It  contained  no  ref- 
erence to  the  surveys  made  for  works  of  internal 
improvemeot — no  allouon  whatever  to  the  sub- 
ject of  roads  and  cuiais,  or  if  to  themf.in  gen- 
eral terms,  not  to  the  expeoses  of  the  prelim- 
inary steps  whidi  led  to  uieir  adoption,  nor  to 
the  discretionary  power  of  anthmridng  those 
enenses  and  otmtrolling  them. 

The  snl^ect  to  which  his  own  rescdntion  had 
nlbmioe,  stood,  he  thouf^t  in  a  peculiar  situ- 
ation ;  in  no  law  ever  paMed  by  Ctaigress,  was 
BO  wide  a  disoretionaiy  power  Intnuted  to  the 
Executive.  A  gross  sum,  and  a  very  large  one, 
was  pat  into  his  hands,  for  the  pnrpose  of  hav- 
ii^  such  roads  and  caiuls  surveyed  as  he  might 
Judge  promotive  of  the  national  advantage. 
Bat  was  not  the  House  as  competent  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  Judge  which 
of  the  various  objects  proposed  would  promote 
that  olfjectf  Where  was  the  need  of  reposing 
I  this  immense  discretionary  power  in  the  iionds 
of  the  President?  He  thought  the  House 
diould  retain  it  in  their  own  bonds :  that  a 
gross  sum  ooght  not  to  be  given;  but  that  spe- 
cie appropriations  ought  to  be  made,  wherever 
practicably  for  these  preliminary  surveys,  as 
well  as  for  any  aubsequent  stage  of  the  several 
works.  He  saw  mncn  to  approve  in  the  gen- 
tieman*s  resolution,  bat  he  must  pardon  him  if 
he  declined  accepting  it  as  a  modificatioa  of  his 
own.  As  a  separata  and  independent  resolu- 
tion, if  offered  by  that  gentieman,  he  woold 
ebeerfully  vote  for  it. 

Kr.  Babtuett  then  observed,  that,  as  the 
two  resolutions  bad  a  general  reference  to  the 
same  sulrjeot,  and  as  there  was  a  possibility  that 
the  objects  of  both  might  be  embraced  by  unit- 
ing the  two ;  with  this  hope,  he  would  move 
that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ffiniOj  together  with  his  own,  as  an  amendment, 
be  laid  on  the  taUe  and  printed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolutions 
were  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

(On  a  subsequent  day  Ur.  BABTLrrr  with- 
drew his  motion  to  amend,  and  the  resolution 
of  Hr.  Brvxs  was  agreed  to.) 
« 

A  Mmorlaie/as  Ties  PrmidaU  ^tk$  United 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  ful- 
kvwiog  otmmnmioatioa  from  JoevO.  Oalbouh, 
Vice  Frarident  of  the  United  Statesi  viz: 

7%t  Snuxu  9ft»t  Sbvm  ^^cprHMfaftvft; 

Sir :  Ton  will  plesM  to  ky  befiwa  the  Honse^over 
which  yoa  preside,  the  enewtd  eoBUHukation  ad- 
dressed to  that  body. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c 

a  CALHOCK. 


7h  tiu  flomcrmblt  tJtt  MemJten  cf  iU  Bemm  of  Htf 

rMMiMnM.* 

An  imperioos  SMise  of  duty,  and  e  aaerad  tcgud 
to  the  hmuv  of  tha*BtaUon  which  I  oooi^,  MHpd 
ne  to  annoach  your  body  in  ha  Ufl^  rharartir  U 
grand  ioqaest  of  the  aatioo. 

Chargea  have  been  made  agunat  me  of  the  nost 
serions  nature,  and  which,  if  true,  oo^  to  itmM 
me  from  tlie  high  station  in  wUch  I  have  Mea 
placed  by  the  efiwce  of  nqr  Jdhnr-dtiaeB^  aad  to 
coDsIgn  my  name  to  perpetoal  infamy. 

lu  claimltig  tbe  Investf^ion  of  the  Hoose,  I  in 
sensible,  that,  under  our  uee  and  happy  insthndoo^ 
the  condnct  of  public  servants  Is  a  tiir  antgrct  of 
tbe  closest  senitinT  and  the  freest  reoHuIca,  and  that 
a  Ann  and  laitUm  discharge  of  dety  affords,  orfi* 
narily,  ample  protection  against  pootical  attadi; 
bnt  when  such  attacks  aanne  tbe  character  of 
peaehaUa  ofiienoea,  and  become,  in  some  degree, 
ficitd,  by  being  placed  among  the  pabiic  records,  u 
officer  thus  aaaailed,  however  base  the  instnmwat 
used,  if  conscious  of  innocence,  can  look  for  rtfagt 
ooly  to  the  Hall  of  the  Immediate  BepresentativM 
of  tlie  people.  It  is  thus  I  find  myself  most  sau- 
peetedtr  ^bced. 

On  Wednesdsy  mondng  last.  It  was  ftr  the  tut 
time  Intimated  to  me,  that  charges  of  a  very  sMicm 
nature  against  me  were  lodged  m  one  of  the  Exec- 
utire  Departments:  daring  the  day,  ranon  froo 
several  quarters  to  the  same  effect  reached  nte;  bat 
the  first  certain  InfiWDiatioQ  of  their  character,  *ai 
received  yesterday  mondn^  throagh  one  of  (In 
newqnpers  of  tbe  District.  It  appear^  fron  ia 
statement,  that  I  am  aceosed  of  itie  sordid  and  is- 
famous  crime  of  participating  In  the  profits  of  a 
contract  formed  with  the  Government,  tnrouf^fa  tits 
Department  of  War,  while  I  was  intnuted  with  tl» 
discharge  of  its  duties,  and  that  the  accusation  his 
been  officially  presented  as  the  basis  of  an  official 
act  of  the  War  Department,  and  consequently  to  bs 
placed  among  Its  records,  as  a  lasting  stigmt  oo  mj 
character.  « 

Conscious  of  my  entire  innocence  in  this  and 
every  other  pobHe  act,  and  tliat  I  have  ever  been 
incapable,  in  the  performance  of  doty,  of  being  is- 
fiuenced  by  any  other  motive  than  a  sacred  refvd 
to  the  pidwio  interest,  and  resolved,  as  far  as  hunu 
efliort  can  extend,  to  leave  an  unternlshed  tepotatian 
to  posterity,  I  chaUeoge  tbe  freest  investigatioa  of 
tbe  House,  as  the  only  meana  eflbctnally  to  rcpd 
this  premeditated  attack  to  prostrate  me^byd^ 
stroyliuc  forever  my  character. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
7i€§  PremdeiU  ^ tht  UniUdSUdtt. 

WAamHOHui,  SHh  Doc  18SS. 

Ur.  Flotd  said,  that  such  was  the  ra|ad  w- 
cession  of  members  in  this  Honse,  that  then 
were  bat  f^w  now  preaont  who  wm  members 
of  it,  when  the  oontraot,  referred  to  in  tbe  Vice 
Preudent'a  letter,  bad  been  a  subject  of  exsm- 
nation  on  this  floor.  He  was  then  a  member, 
and  would  say,  that  be  bad  {Mud  particular  il- 
tention  to  this  contract,  and,  in  some  points  of 
view,  it  had  met  his  disapprobation  and  kq- 
sure.  He  could  sa^,  farther,  and  the  old  mem- 
bers oould  bear  him  out  in  the  assertion,  tbit 
he  was  seen  in  oppoution  to  many  of  tbe  mes^- 
nrea  <tf  the  "War  D^artmentj  during  the  tinM 
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Oe  jmsent  Vice  Presidait  prerided  orer  It, 
tsd  inqnently  thon^t  (hem  too  bold,  and  not 
nffieieBtly  eooaomioal ;  but  he  had  never  seen 
nj  UuDg  to  tameaah  tte  integrity  <tf  that  gen- 
flmuj  nor  did  be  now  m»  my  thing  to  impair 
tiia  (^ttnion  wMdi  be  bad  alwajs  aitertuned 
tf  U>  duraeter.  But  a  diai^  is  now  made 
igtinst  him,  and  I  approre  (aaid  Hr.  F.)  the 
Buoiier  in  which  he  Km  met  it,  bj  a  pnnnpt 
demjkod  for  an  investigation  on  this  floor.  I 
bdiere  it  to  be  a  ealunny — regret,  ezoeed- 
iD^7  regret,  that  a  charge  of  sach  a  nature, 
■pen  soohftHmdatioii,  shmld  be  broogfat  against 
in  (^ow  so  hi|^  in  pnblio  office,  ud  I  may 
■dd,  so  fai^  in  public  favor ;  and  I  will  lend 
mj  efforts  to  an  examination  of  the  charge, 
and  the  snpreasion  of  the  calumny. 

We  have  &llen  on  evil  times,  when  raoh  a 
Bum  has  to  answer  snob  a  charge — but,  mneh 
a  it  mif  oimeeni  lUm,  I  omrider  it-aho  u  oon- 
cerniogtbe  oonntry  itself^  and  the  form  of  Gov' 
smmoit  mder  wlubh  we  live.  The  haavt  ot 
ear  pnblio  officers,  is  ours  as  well  as  theirs. 
A  itiin  upon  their  official  condoct  is  an  ii\)nry 
totbe(3ovemmentwhich  they  administer;  and, 
Tbile  ready  to  prooeed  against  them  for  mis- 
eoodoet,  when,  unhappily,  came  may  exist  for 
ID  dung;  it  is  oor  duty  to  see  that  unfounded 
fiargA  rtudl  be  exposed  and  detected.  Differ- 
C0C8  of  opinicm  upon  the  economy,  the  pn^rie- 
tr,  the  wisdom  of  pnblio  measures,  is  one 
thin?;  but  to  attaid:  the  offldal  rectitude  of 
u  officer  is  another.  In  sach  attacks,  if  ni\]nst 
or  anfouided,  we  atta^  onr  Bmnbliean  form  of 
Govenunent ;  we  give  Joy  andT  triomph  to  all 
lU  eoei^es ;  we  weaken  its  eUm  to  remeota- 
liili^,  and  hasten  its  down&ll.  We  shoidd  re- 
oeJleet  that  we  are  closely  w^hed  by  all  the 
aemies  of  free  Government  in  Enropeu  Since 
the  ftfl  of  the  great  N^xdeon,  a  Kinister  of  the 
Legitfanatea  has  almost  pn^Kwed  to  torn  the 
fifteen  hundred  thonsand  bayonets  <rf  Etirope 
Igtinst  the  liberty  ot  the  United  States.  Bnch 
sndseious  projects  will  be  encouraged  by  every 
thing  that  bnngs  odium  upon  our  institutions ; 
■od  nothing  ooold  bring  more  odium  upon 
them  than  to  show  that  onr  public  men  are 
compt.  This  calunmy  against  the  seocmd  offi- 
cer w  oor  Government,  mean  and  despics'ble 
SI  it  mar  be,  will  fly  to  £un^  and  be  re- 
pinted  Uum.  Then  let  the  refhtation  press 
HMO  its  beds  and  destroy  it  Ir^oleethatthe 
Vice  Pretident  has  met  tiie  calumny  as  he  has 
done.  He  demands  an  invesUgattw  oa  tUs 
floor.  Lrt  it  be  granted  to  him,  and  let  Justice 
be  dene.  Hr.  F.  eonduded,  by  moving  that 
the  commnmoation  of  the  Vice  Prerident  do  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  CooKX  sud,  it  wonld  be  recollected  by  a 
Bumber  of  the  members  of  the  Honse,  present, 
that  the  contract  out  of  which  the  present  ap- 
plication grew,  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  House  on  his  call.  When  this  Bip  Bap 
coatraet,  as  it  is  called,  was  laid  before  the 
Boose,  I  examined  it  (said  Mr.  0.)  with  the 
giwtesk  aenitiny,  and  with  the  ekisaatappliea- 


tion ;  and  I  take  this  occa^n  to  declare,  that 
I  did  not  disoover  the  most  ^vial  dronmstanoe 
going  to  show  that  the  then  Seoretaty  of  War 
was  ui  the  remotest  degree  tiapnigaAy  concern- 
ed in  it.  Tills  ouitraat  was  oounined  by  me^ 
not  once  «dy,  bot  torn  difibrent  times,  and  it  is 
Just  that  I  shonld  make  this  eariy  disdosm 
that  I  entertain  not  the  remotest  sosptdon  of 
impropriety  agdnst  that  officer  in  the  transao- 
tioo.  1  ^all  most  readily  vote  for  the  Invest 
gaUon,  sud  Mr.  0.,  but  not  with  the  view  oi 
satisfying  my  mind  on  the  midfeet. 

The  question  then  being  pot  on  Hr.  Flotd's 
motifm,  it  was  agreed  to,  with  searoely  a  di^ 
senting  voice.  A  oommittee  of  seven  members 
was  ordered:  and. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Oahpbeex,  the  oommittee 
were  empowered  to  send  for  persona  and  papers. 

And  uien  the  House  ocUoimied  to  Tumuj. 


TUXSDA.T,  January  3. 
Seli^  t»  tit  S^ffMnff  6n«i$. 
Hr.  I^vnovrox  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 


Jteaolvti,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Me 
be  initnieted  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  making 
an  approiHiatioB  of  950,000,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  President,  in  the  porebaso  and 
transportation  of  piovisloas  mr  the  safltaring  lahab* 
itantaof  Greeeei 

Hr.  LrvDrooTOH  spoke  to  the  following  ef- 
fect: Having  passed  the  first  day  of  the  year 
in  Uie  festivities  snalovous  to  the  season,  in  the 
et^Joyment  of  present  h^iness,  the  retrospect 
of  psst  proqmity,  sad  tne  pleadng  antioipo- 
^on  of  a  otmtinuanoe  of  the  Ueanngs  of  peace 
and  plenty,  let  us  dedicate  the  seccmd  to  an  act 
of  general  charity — not  forbidden  by  our  om- 
stitution — ^infiin^ng  the  rights  of  no  (^her  na- 
tion, and  highly  honorable  to  our  own. 

I  have  boifore  me  a  letter  written  by  an  bon- 
oraUe  member  of  this  House,  oontuning  a  pic- 
ture of  distress  that  caimot  fail  to  touch  the 
heart  of  any  one  who  reads  it.  The  evidence 
it  contsins  comes  ftxnn  a  Greek,  high  in  office 
and  reputation.  He  radeavors  to  ^ve  an  idea 
of  the  poverty  and  destitute  state  of  his  na- 
tion, "to  whom,"  he  says,  "the  foe  has  left 
no  agriculture,  no  oommeroe,  no  arts."  Out  cff 
from  oU  the  usual  means  of  sabaisteiioa^  to  the 
homrs  of  war  are  added  the  desdatlmi  of  ftm- 
Ine;  war,  in  Its  most  saTimranmBeleas  state; 
ftmine,  wiUi  the  expeotaam  of  pestUenoe,  its 
usual  attendant  thy  are  saffering  this  in  the 
holleet  ot  oonse^  andddng  honor  to  the  cause, 
by  the  oonroM,  constancy,  and  unyiddtng  tspint 
inth  which  they  enpport  it 

If  the  stem  dictates  of  national  duty  prevent 
our  affinrding  more  eSiBotnal  asristance,  we  have 
tiie  satisfaction  <^  knowing  that,  in  this,  at 
least  no  dviUsed  nation  can,  with  jnstioe,  tax 
us  with  a  breach  of  neutrality.  It  is  not  pro- 
posed to  give  a  sobddy  to  the  nation,  or  to 
supply  them  with  the  means  of  oarryiuff  on  tha 
war,  nittooloth»theiMkBd,tofced  ua  hiu* 
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giy,  to  comfort  the  despairing — ^to  do  that 
vhicli  a  civilized  enemy  vonM  himself  do. 
Women  and  children  are  the  objects  of  this  re- 
lief! The  oomraerce  in  proTisioDS  is  not  con- 
traband; onr  tntizens  ma^  snpplj  them,  and 
"why  not  the  Gorammentf  juod  we  are  not 
wiUioat  preoedent  to  rapport  It  The  iohsU- 
tants  of  St.  Domingo,  driven  tnm  their  oonn- 
try  by  a  dertnotive  uuarrection,  took  reftoge 
here,  were  hospitably  reodved  by  oar  citizens, 
and  generonslj  supported  from  the  National 
Treasniy.  A  nmiUur  provision  was  made  for 
the  exiles  from  Cnba.  These  cases  settle  the 
constitntional  qnestion.  The  one  I  am  about  to 
mention  is  equally  conclusive,  but  applies  partic- 
ularly to  show  that  we  have  not  thongnt  the 
duties  of  humanity,  in  a  similar  instance,  incon- 
sistent with  those  of  neutrality.  In  the  year 
1813,  a  dreadful  calamity  occurred  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Veneznela,  then  at  war  with  Spain,  or, 
as  that  power  called  it,  in  rebelUtnt— uie  prin- 
cipal city  of  the  province  was  overwhelmM 
an  earthquake.  The  United  States  immediately 
directed  the  very  sam  pnmcwed  by  thia  resolu- 
tion, to  be  laid  out  in  supplies  and  sent  to  tbese 
waSeren ;  yet  Spain  never  complained  that  this 
was  a  breach  of  neutrality ;  the  nations  of  Ea- 
ro^  never  considered  it  as  an  act  inconsistent 
with  the  laws  of  nations — and  so  far  from  los- 
ing^ we  certainly  acquired  national  reputation. 
Now,  sir,  compare  these  eases  with  that  under 
consideration.  In  the  St  Domingo  and  Cuba 
oases,  the  sufferers  belonged  to  a  rich  and  power- 
fkil  nation,  whose  duties  for  their  relief  might 
seem  to  supersede  oar  interfM^nce.  In  that  of 
VencKoeU  the  daatnictiwi  was  principally  ttiat 
ot  the  bnildiiigs  in  the  dties— the  eonnbr,  its 
agrieultmre,  its  arts,  ita  teionroea,  ranahiM  nn- 
toaobed. 

la  Greece,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  one 
general  ^ctnre  of  horror  and  desolation — theirs 
is  the  reverse  of  our  happy  state — their'plough- 
aharoa  are  turned  into  swords— their  prunmg 
hooks  into  spears.  The  olives  of  Attica  are 
rooted  up ;  the  harvests  of  the  Peloponnesus 
liud  waste ;  the  vines  of  Samoa  are  destroyed- 
their  commerce  and  arts  are  annihilated ;  and 
no  one  circumstance  that  the  strongest  ima^- 
naUon  could  create  is  wanting  to  complete  Ute 
pieture  of  their  misery.  Is  it  posnble  tiiat  any 
imt  the  strongest,  the  most  insurmonntable  ob- 
atadea,  can  prevent  our  relievine  such  distress, 
when  we  have  the  meanif  I  think  it  has  been 
diown  tiiat  nether  onr  oonstitntion  nor  onr 
neutrality  stand  in  our  way.  Will  our  ocHutit- 
nents  disavow  usl  We  dkonid  insult  tiboit 
by  the  doubt  Will  Hbvy  who  use  the  mper- 
fiuous  wealth  with  whidi  they  are  blessed  in 
the  doubtflil  enterprise  of  converting  the  hea- 
then of  the  East  and  West  to  the  truth  of 
Christianity,  object  to  the  certain  relief  of  thou- 
sands of  their  Christian  brethren  from  pesti-' 
lence  and  famine  I  The  preservation  of  Chris* 
tians  is  surely  as  meritorious  as  it  can  be  to 
innl^ly  them  by  ccHiversion. 

I  do  not  appeal  to  the  qmpttUes  ot  tiie 


[JaKVAKT,  1BS7. 

House  tor  the  cause  in  which  all  theee  mise- 
ries are  snffered.   It  is  not  necessary,  for  I  am  i 

Sersnaded  that  no  man  who  hears  me,  feeb 
ifferently  from  myself;  ^d,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary, I  have  not  talents  for  the  task;  hot 
there  are  men  in  this  assembly,  (and  I  implore 
the  aid  of  their  talents  and  eloqnenoe,)  who,  hi 
sueh  a  caase,  wonld  carry  the  minds  c»f  all  who 
heard  them,  to  the  conclusions  &v(mble  to  the 
great  cause  of  humanity  and  national  hGnor 
which  I  plead.  For  myself^  without  the  talent 
to  pnrsuade,  I  trust  to  the  nmple  statement 
that  here  is  a  whole  nation,  profesring  the 
faith  in  which  we  believe,  asserting  the  libei^ 
for  which  we  have  contended,  and  whi^  we 
enjoy :  contending  for  them  against  a  merciless 
and  powerful  enemy,  with  a  courage  not  equsl- 
led,  certainly  not  sarpaased,  in  the  heroic  ages 
of  their  ancestors:  that  they  are  sofiering  not 
only  the  evils  of  the  most  savage  wax&re^  but 
nakedness,  famine,  and  want  of  every  deao^ 
tion ;  that  they  call  upon  us  fbr  idd,  and  that 
we  have  the  means  to  alford  it  The  win,  J 
trust,  is  not  wanting.  I  diall  not  waate  Hm  time 
of  theHonse  by  anticipatingol^ectiona:  riicald 
any  be  offered,  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  tbna. 

Hr.  UcDtTFFiB  said  he  hoped  that  the  HonM, 
before  it  agreed  to  the  resolution  just  c^ered 
for  its  adoption,  would  first  satisfy  itaelf  u  to  i 
the  effect  which  the  measure  proposed  would  i 
have  on  the  relations  of  this  conn  try  with  tbe  | 
belligerent  powers.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  would  satisfy  him  that,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  tiie  resolution,  the  United  States  would  I 
not  be  made  a  party  to  tbe  existing  war  be- 
tween Greece  and  Turkey — that  it  wmild  main- 
tain onr  n^traltty  honesdy  and  Curly — ^bis  ndy 
oljeotion  to  it  would  be  removed,  and  he  wosld 
go  with  the  genUeman  heart  and  hand;  all  the 
feelings  of  his  iiatnre  would  nrge  him  to  give 
such  a  proposition  hb  zesloos  soi^Kirt;  and  be 
was  satisfied,  for  his  part  there  existed  no 
constitutioniddiflScultiesintheway.  But,  whfl« 
it  became  the  United  Statea  ever  to  act  with 
magnanimity,  and  a  regard  to  tbe  dictates  4^ 
homane  feeling,  it  became  the  GkiTemment  no 
less  to  act  with  openness,  with  directness,  and 
witji  int«^^,  towards  all  nations.  He  was 
convinced  that  according  to  the  Law  Na* 
tions,  tbe  act  proposed  by  the  rescdntiaa  of  the 
honorable  gontkroan  from  Loniriaiia  wonld,  as 
an  appropnation  of  m«iey  to  the  M  ot  tin 
Grewa,-be  a  d^eet  violatimi  of  tbe  nentrsli^ 
of  this  country,  and  would,  in  fact  be  an  act 
of  war.  If  the  nation  is  to  do  any  thing  to  aH 
the  Greeks  in  their  straggle,  let  us  not  vote 
this  paltry  sum  of  fifty  thousand  ddlara,  which 
may  M  squandered  unpnMStably,  bot  let  us  pot 
in  motion  the  whole  Navy  of  the  United  States 
in  the  cause.  Let  us  act  openly,  and,  if  we  are 
to  do  any  thing,  let  us  act  effectnally,  upon  a 
scale  which  becomes  the  national  character. 
Hr.  Livingston  was  gratified  to  find  that  the 

Sencleman  from  South  Carolina  (Ur.  McDcrra) 
ad  no  other  objection  to  tbe  resolution  hot 
that  he  thinks  it  would  be  eoatrary  to  oor  neu- 
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tnl  rigto^  becaoae  Hr.  L.  tboogfat  he  might  be 
Htiafied  upon  that  head,  and  then  he  should 
coontoohu  sapport. 

If  this  were  a  grant  of  money,  proTisions,  or 
otho-  meaofl  of  can7ing  on  the  war,  (aidd  Mr. 
L^)  it  might  be  ecmndered  as  a  Babwdy  Totiin- 
tttilj  offiued,  and  of  course  inctmsistent  with 
owBeatralitr;  bat  it  is  a  sopplf  to  theneoee* 
iiUMU  hi  the  nation  at  large:  and  what  must  be 
eanrincing  of  its  (Nmnatensy  with  the  laws  of 
imtnli^,  is  this:  proviriiHis  are  not  contra- 
btnd  of  war,  except  when  ^cAa%  to  a  besieged 
place.  The  trade  in  them  to  Greeoe  at  larae,  is 
u  1*«M  to  our  merchants  now,  as  it  coolu  be 
if  flK7  were  at  peace.  If  the  enemy  of  Greeoe 
Ghoold  interrapt  tiiiis  trade  by  the  capture  of 
our  merchant  vessels,  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
mt  rights,  and,  if  persevered  in,  a  cause  of 
war.  This  Government  would  be  under  the 
obligation  protecting  its  citizens  in  their 
lawful  commerce.  Now,  would  it  not  be  a 
soledan  to  say,  that  the  Turks  have  a  right  to 
consider  ns  as  parties  in  the  war  for  the  same 
Hti  whkdi,  if  denied  to  our  eitizoia,  we  shonld 
hava  a  right  to  oiforoe  by  wart  There  cannot 
be  two  laws  cm  this  sulgeet— one  fbr  the  Gov- 
mmient,  another  for  its  cltizena.  Either  the 
Turks  have  a  right  to  seize  and  oonSsoate  any 
mercttanbnan  bonnd  to  a  port  in  Greece,  which 
is  not  Uoekaded,  or  they  have  no  right  to  oom- 
pUin  of  the  Government  for  sending  the  same 
■applies;  but  the  right  to  carry  provisions  by 
neatral  iodividaals  to  a  belligerent,  is  one  that 
has  always  been  contended  for  by  onr  Govem- 
nient,  sud  has  never  been  contested  but  in 
tiiaea  of  acknowledged  irr^nlarity  and  lawless 
force.  Thwefore,  toe  same  right  exists  in  the 
neutral  natimt  itadf.  This  reasoning  must  have 
prevailed  in  tha  oasa  of  V«iraaela.  They,  at 
the  time  we  sent  them  proviricnu,  were  at  war 
vitfaSpidtt;  and  although,  at  that  time,  it -waa 
the  rtnmg  oase  of  insurrectionary  war — a  re- 
beffioo,  as  it  was  called  by  Spun — ^yet  onr  hu- 
mane intcofsrenoe,  so  fSurfnun  being  complained 

as  a  breach  of  neutrality,  or  an  unpropw  in- 
toference  between  Spun  and  her  insni^nt 
Colonies,  was  then  considered,  and  will  be  con- 
adered  in  history,  as  a  measure  honorable  to 
the  character  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  we 
ditmld  go  farther — ^I  understood  him  to  mean  if 
tbis  is  intended  as  a  hostile  measure.  I  agree 
viUi  him  that,  if  we  intended  to  enter  as  a 
in  the  wmteat,  this  would  not  be  enough, 
ntt  I  do  not  ]vopose  it  with  that  intent.  lam 
ai  adnrse  as  any  member  con  be  to  advise  any 
set,  dthtf  nnjoat  in  itself  or  that  may  give  just 
caois  of  oSiance  to  any  nation.  Yet,  if  any 
cue  can  exist  that  would  Justi^  a  departui;^ 
from  tlte  strict  line  of  neuti^ty,  it  is  the  pres- 
ent. Would  to  God,  sir,  that  we  could  render 
more  effectual  ud  in  tiiis  glorious  straggle — 
^onki  to  God  that,  instead  of  purchasing  one 
of  the  frigates  intoned  for  the  deliverance  of 
this  distressed  pe<^e,  we  oonld  have  ihmished 
iMuaaDalbrttMdBpartiireof  both.  Aaitii, 


we  have  chuned  the  Libebator  to  our  wharves, 
but  have  s«it  them  the  Hop>  to  support  them 
under  their  cmel  calamities.  Kay  uie  name  be 
ominous  of  ftiture  suocess  and  final  triun^  to 
their  holy  cause. 

Hr.  Hamilton  udd,  that  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  disousnng  the  fading  and  inter- 
esting BuUect  whi<A  the  gentleman  tnm  Lcmia* 
iana  had  brought  to  tiicnr  view  with  ao  nmdi 
enthusiasm,  but  tot  the  mere  purpose  of  ei- 

Eressing  his  re^t  that,  on  a  qnesntm  wliich 
is  colleague  (Mr.  HoDnmx)  had  very  furly 
put,  as  one  involving  the  neutral  relations  of 
the  country,  the  genueman  from  Loninana  had 
not  given  his  resolution  the  usual  direction,  by 
submitting  a  motion  that  it  should  be  print»a,. 
and,  for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table.  The 
House,  under  the  gush  of  the  geutlemon^s  elo- 
quence, ought  not  now  to  be  precipitated  into  a 
premature  (which  might  in  the  end  be  a  dis- 
astrous) decision. 

He  would,  however,  before  he  took  his  seat, 
in  resprading  to  thegeueroua  aentimoitawhidli 
the  gratleman  had  expressed  In  fkvor  <tf  a  gal- 
lant and  Buftriiw  raoe^  ohsore,  that  he  thoiuht 
his  friend  from  LouisiiBna  had  not  di^l«red  nisr 
usual  acuteness  in  replying  to  his  oolieagne, 
(Mr.  McDuFFiB,)  by  insisting  that  the  neutral- 
ity of  the  country  conld  not  be  endangered,  if 
the  provinons  were  sent  to  the  people  of 
Greece,  and  not  to  its  Government.  He  would 
ask  that  gentleman,  whether  this  was  not  a  dis- 
tinction without  a  difference!  in  a  word,  wheth- 
er the  people  of  Greece  were  not  fitting  against 
the  Turks?  and  whether,  if  provi^ons  wore 
sent  out  to  Greece  by  this  Government,  he 
would  limit  the  donation  to  the  wretched  and 
forlorn  women  and  children,  who  were,  per- 
h^M,  at  this  moment,  seeking  a  temporaT^  ref- 
uge amidst  those  monldOTing  columns  and  pw- 
tioos  of  departed  greatness,  which  onee  made 
their  country  the  wonder  and  delight  itf  the 
world,  without  permitting  the  gallant  aol- 
diery,  by  whom  their  wrongs  wer«  to  he 
avenged,  to  partidpate  in  one  mtnad  of  the 
bounty  of  this  Government! 

He  thought  too,  the  gentleman  from  Louisi- 
ana had  been  equally  unfortunate  in  his  distinc- 
tion between  provisions  and  munitions  of  war, 
by  ur^ug,  in  reply  to  his  coUeagne,  that  the 
sending  of  the  former  to  Greece,  wonld  be  not 
contn£and,  and  therefiwe,  no  invasion  of  neu- 
trality. To  tlua  he  oonld  only  laj,  that  thera 
were  drenmataneea  under  vhwh  anidd  by  pro- 
visions might  be  the  most  effioiant  anooor  a 
belligerent  oould  reedve;  and  itwaa  surely  not 
necessary  for  him  to  remind  the  gentieman 
firom  Louiriana,  that  one  of  the  most  philosoph- 
ical and  enlightened  writers  on  the  Art  of  War, 
had  long  since  said  that  food  ia  (me  of  the  most 
material  of  its  sinews.  Whether  we  can,  there- 
fore, invigorate  the  nerves  of  the  Grecian  war- 
rior by  this  dd,  was  a  question  far  too  im- 
portant KoA  delicate  In  its  relations,  to  be  de- 
cided without  dther  past  notioeor  even  ^eaenk 
dflUberatiao. 
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Ha  woold  frankly  say,  that,  it  nnder  the 
^Tmpatby  and  ezcitement  of  nich  a  thane, 
wroosfat  by  the  fervid  eloqnenoe<tf  the  gen- 
tleman, he  could  be  induced  to  vote  for  his 
proposition,  and  one  man,  calling  himself  an 
American,  and  endeared  to  him  by  the  rela- 
timu  ftf  a  oonntryman,  shoold  suffer  in  a  for- 
eign land  from  the  bowstring  of  the  Tti^  for  one 
he  woold  oonfess  that  such  a  vote  would  here- 
after never  be  a  sQlfJect  oomfort  or  otHwrat- 
nlation  to  himself.  To  ^ve  the  House,  how- 
ever, time  to  wei|^  the  miport  of  ttu  gMitle- 
man's  resolution,  he  would  mora  Uiat  it  Ue  on 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

The  motion  nrerailed,  and  ttMiesolntioD  was 
aooordingljr  laM.  on  the  tabla^  md  ordered  to  bo 
printed. 

TnuBSDAT,  Jannary  4. 
Food  forth*  Florida  Indtant, 
On  motion  of  ]£r.  'Wnm,  it  was 
StmlHi,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflidni 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
vidiDg  by  lav  for  tlie  remoral  of  the  Floridk  In- 
Aana. 

Kr.  WHrn  said,  in  introducing  the  resolu- 
tion which  he  had  the  honor  to  submit,  he  was 
aware  of  the  departure  it  proposed  from  tiie 
ostaMished  wdU^  of  the  Qovwnment,  in  re- 
gard to  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  boundaries, 
and  of  the  deep  neoesri^  for  anch  a  change, 
wheUier  we  oimanlt  the  interest  of  tiie  Govem- 
mmt  itself^  or  the  miserable  remnants  of  the 
aborigines  of  thu  continent  It  is  a  fact,  too 
notorious  to  l>e  questioned  on  this  floor,  that 
the  appearance  of  negotiation  with  the  Indian 
tribes  for  a  cesuon  of  their  land,  was  only  a 
solemn  farce,  the  forms  of  a  contract,  in  which 
there  is  neither  the  Justice  of  an  equal,  nor  the 
magnanimity  of  a  snperior.  The  United  States 
have,  by  statute,  disfranchiaed  every  nation  of 
Indians  within  thrir  boundaries,  by  declaring 
they  shall  not  alienate  their  lands  to  any  other 
power:  and  if  th^  had  followed  np  we  aya- 
tem,  after  denying  thcdr  aoverdgnty  in  this  ez- 
plidt  aet(rfled^Mmol^  and  ad(9ted  some  plan 
fox  the  seenri^  and  otvitixa^  of  that  on- 
fortunate  race,  it  would  have  saved  them 
from  final  exterminatlcoi,  and  prevented  the 
frontier  setUanenta  from  being  stained  with 
the  blood  of  our  citixensw  They  deny  them  the 
right  of  dominion  over  their  lands,  and  yet  ne- 
gotiate with  them  wiUi  all  the  formality  of 
equal  and  independent  sovereigns.  The  time 
has  arrived  when  the  ITiuted  States,  tmm  the 
coBHiderations  of  policy,  and  the  dictates  of  hu- 
manity, should  Boqeot  them  to  their  absolute 
oontrol,  and  dispose  of  them  in  such  a  maimer 
as  may  be  best  calculated  for  their  preservation 
and  support  Whatever,  said  Ur.  W.,  mvf  be 
the  genml  plan  whloh  the  wisdom  (rf  the  Ex- 
•enttva  and  Ocmgnas  mi^  adopt:  it  is  my  peoo- 
Uar  duty  to  mbnut,  for  the  oonMeration  <tf  this 
Honaa,  the  inqnify  which  tUa  resolatioD  pro- 
posei^  and  Uw  remedy  mait  dther  baifpued, 


or  the  Indiana  snlfjeeted  to  absidats  ilimtita 
Indeed,  th^  have  been  subsi>ting,  for  tiie  lut 
twelve  months,  on  the  bounty  of  the  Gonn* 
ment,  and  the  plunder  and  robbery  ctf  mf  «»■ 
sUtuenta.  To  rdieve  th«n  from  this  stiutiaD, 
this  oonrse  was  so^^geflted  at  the  tut  mmdii  of 
OfHigresB,  and  havmg  failed,  an  ipplicatioa  w 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  a{>poin- 
ment  g£  Oommisdoners  for  tbe  pnipOGe  of  we- 
ing  what  could  be  done  by  the  mail  expedioit 
of  negotiation.  That  having  foiled,  tlw  mta 
has  at  last  arrived,  whether  the  peo^  of  fkr 
ida  must  support  the  Indiana,  in  a  ttsu  tAtiat- 
vation,  or  be  massacred  for  refiisaL  Tbe  'w» 
is  frirly  made  op,  and  the  wultof  llnBderlll^ 
ing  been  begun  by  the  bidians,  of  wtaM  lai 
omldren,  the  scow  that  I  predicted  lutTinta 
is  now  exhibited.  The  people  of  thit  coontiT 
are  driven,  in  defence  of  their  honiefi,  Mi 
wives,  and  children,  to  take  op  smu;  ud 
those  who  survive  their  Just  indigution,  nsit 
be  removed  to  s(Hne  other  quarter,  or  peiiih. 

During  the  last  sesnon  of  Ood^tcsi,  in  tin 
discussions  on  this  sulnect,  it  was  oaplutkaB;, 
and  rather  reproachf oily,  asked,  wut  broti^ 
these  people  to  their  present  atyect  snd  ism- 
able  condition  ?  I  answer,  that  the  ishabituti 
of  Florida  had  no  instmmentalitj  in  it,  ItvM 
the  Government  its^  by  a  dednon  aiort  n- 
expected  and  extraordinary.  The  IndiHi^fl 
a  nation,  liad  rarrendered  ul  title  to  t]Hcaa> 
try,  in  a  treaty  with  the  Spanish  GorenmKo^ 
in  1784,  and  were  tenanU  at  will  of  tUtGoT- 
emment,  having  no  permanency  of  hibitatii^ 
or  specified  limits,  but  extending  in  deUcbto 
bodies,  from  tbe  St  John's  to  Pensicob-t 
tract  of  conntry  850  miles  in  extent,  and  ocn- 
pied  by  several  bn^en  tribes  snd  fupun 
Creeks,  who  had  fled  to  that  territory  for  u 
asylum  daring  the  Creek  war.  ^tunceded  w 
Floridas  to  the  United  BUtes  witboot  uyra- 
erence  to  their  title,  which  bad  beenbefoieei- 
tingnished,  in  absolute  dominion  aad  foil  pn'P' 
erty;  and  the  United  States  being  tktu 
soaaed,  were  folly  aothorized  to  renoreUwlB* 
diana  where  and  when  they  pieaaed.  AUum 
focts  wei^  communicated  to  the  GormoMit 
and  Idd  before  Oongreas,  in  less.  8o(vlr» 
Decemberjl 822, 1  addzeesed  a  letter  to  the 
retary  ot  War,  all^png  dieee  fiuti^  udTun^ 
eating  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  painw 
that  course,  and  the  many  oonaidsraliottW 
such  a  disposition  of  than.  It  wst  obmei 
that  tbe  United  States  woold  not  nrmutf 
sach  a  oonntry  to  a  few  thousand  Indiana,  vne- 
ly  scattered  along  our  eea-cossfc— tbe  •fS^ 
tion  and  advantaies  of  which  to  the  Udw 
States,  had  been  the  prominent  cmmdentua 
in  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  with  Sp«. 
The  Goremment  were  then  iafomwa,  m  u» 
letter,  that  the  Indians,  even  in  tbe  puaaawiw; 
this  immense  tract  of  oonntry,  from  die  a(«wr 
(tf  game,  had  been  redvoed  to  great  eztacBiM 

and  that  it  woold  be  impoaaiUa  that 
coold  be  eonttmied.  The  daoger  of  then  »- 
ing  aa  pjoneen^  for  oondwtim  an  envy 
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the  interior,  the  neeearity  of  an  effideat  popu- 
htioD  oD  oar  sovthern  border,  the  repngnaiioe 
(^thevfattestonttlein  that  Ticiidtr,  rad  the 
come([Dant  iqJiiTy  in  the  sale  of  the  pnblio  landa^ 
were  lU  arged  aa  anxiliary  oanaes  tat  their  re- 
nwvd— at  the  Mma  time  and  before,  when 
General  Jackioa  was  Goremw  «r  IlOTida,  he 
ined  the  eaae  caoia  all  of  wUoh  wai  nb- 
■tttedteOoDgrm.  Thtt  Indians  expected  to 
Iw  renured.  The  ftagitiTe  Greeks  were  pre- 
perins  to  go  baelc  to  their  nation,  when,  to  oar 
Kfantthment,  instmetions  were  iastied  for  hold- 
iiigstnet5,  sndafSctmial  oesrion  of  that  which 
ttte;  had  not,  and  never  woold  have  pretended 
to,  vas  to  be  made  to  the  United  States,  who 
corenanted  to  sarrender  them  foar  miUions 
thirtj-two  tbooaand  acres  of  land,  with  the 
pririlege  of  extendii^  the  northern  boundary 
to  an  imdflfliwd  extent,  besides  large  stipends. 
Tlw  Goremment  alone,  then,  with  a  knowledge 
ef  all  these  facts,  are  reaponsible  ftw  their  pres- 
Mt  KtoatiMi;  and  they  have  been  reminded 
from  time  to  time,  by  petition,  naolnHon,  oor- 
mpoDdwoe,  and  remonstraiioe,  of  the  fMal 
poBej.  Tlie  President  of  the  United  States 
ttked  of  Oongreas  an  appropriation  of  fifty 
tiioua&d  dcdlsrs  to  retneve  their  safi^erings, 
lad  to  remove  them.  It  passed  the  6en«^e, 
■ad  Tie  denied  here,  nnder  a  pretext  of  hn- 
mni^,  and  the  relnctance  of  removing  them 
to  more  northern  latitudes.  Sir,  it  must  be 
notorious  to  every  one  not  entirely  ignorant  of 
tin  lodian  character,  that  tb^  cannot  live 
vitbin  dietr  [vesent  asrigped  limits.  There  is 
nopme;  their  habits  are  averse  to  the  culti- 
^on  (tf  the  soiL  When  they  attempt  any 
thing  of  that  sort,  It  is  in  the  article  of  com — 
that  will  not  grow  there.  By  this  miserable 
policy,  tbe  Vidians  have  been  placed  in  a  re- 
pon  soited  only  to  the  cultivation  of  Sugar, 
Bea  IiUad  Cotton,  and  all  the  tropical  frnits, 
ef  die  eoltivatum  of  which  tiiey  have  not  the 
nxMt  remote  idea,  when  there  are  large  districts 
<tf  oOQBtiy,  west  of  the  UiasiBsippi,  abound' 
Bg  IB  gaoM,  and  suited  to  their  habits  of  life, 
ad  the  only  oaldvation  with  which  they  are  fa- 
nriUar.  No  one  who  is  unacquainted  with  the 
&ct«e»n  form  any  Ideaof  the  it^Jories  and  losses 
to  Tliieh  the  United  States  have  been  exposed 
tlN  ecntinnanoe  of  the  Indians  in  this  terri- 
*orr>  Tbe  loi^  sngar  planters  are  nnwiUing 
to  some  into  the  country ;  their  capital  is  nn- 
cnploTed,  the  Drioes  of  land  are  depredated, 
VSneutore  checked,  nn^ration  stopped ;  land, 
pn^duaed  by  meoiatora,  Ixx  tlw  want  of  com- 
P^tjtion;  tlw  inhabitants  robbed,  and  now  mur- 
'^red.  Tbees  are  the  evils  of  which  we  oom- 
PuiB,  and  wldeh  I  have  been  endeavoring  to 
{^""^T  by  mj  feeble  exertions  since  I  had  the 
"»>or  of  a  seat  heare.  If  any  gentieman  sap- 
PM»  the  Indian  can  ever  be  made  to  cultivate 
^  ngar  cane,  tlM  olive,  vine,  or  orange,  he 
•■M  t  atnmg  conception  of  his  character.  It 
be  a  greater  revolution  than  all  your  arts 
of  dTiUzatkm  has  ever  yet  been  able  to  aooom- 
m  Thara  la  M  ona  naoadjr,  and  that  ia 


the  one  now  proposed.  It  is  the  interest  of  the 
Government,  their  right,  and  it  is,  above  all, 
the  only  one  that  will  satisfy  the  higher  calls 
of  Justice  and  humanity.  To  the  west  of  the 
Hiansnwi  tiiere  are  extensive  forests,  whera 
the  Indians  can  indulge  in  habits  congenial 
with  thehr  nature  and  moHnatiiHu,  wher^  firma 
their  remote  rituaUMi,  they  will  not  be  fntmded 
upon,  or  involved  In  nnavddable  eolliatona. 
They  will  not  be  in  a  ^tuatim  to  ftmdsh  facil- 
ities to  an  enemy  upon  an  exposed  frontier,  in 
time  of  war,  or  to  murder  our  wives  and  chU- 
dren,  in  time  of  peace.  I  believe  that  for  ten 
thousand  dollars,  in  1822,  the  Indiana  might 
have  been  removed,  the  Creeks  driven  back  to 
their  nation,  and  the  Semlnoles  taken  any* 
where  that  the  Government  would  direct. 
The  present  arrangement  has  cost  the  United 
States  near  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  four 
millions  thirty-two  thousand  acres  of  land,  and 
the  blood  of  many  unoffen^g  women  and 
children,  in  all  i«obability,  before  this  time; 
and  they  are  in  a  vone  conation  now  than 
they  were  at  that  time. 

Mr.  W.  oondnded  with  a  hope  that  tiie  res- 
olution wcmld  pass,  and  that  some  speedy  and 
efficient  measures  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Buboes  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of 
the  day  preceditig  the  bills  he  had  before 
named,  and  to  consider  these  bills.  The  mo- 
tion previdled ;  and  the  House  then  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Cokdiot  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  BcBGHi  said :  Althoogh  many  thingshave 
already  been  said  eonoeming  the  subject  now 
before  the  Conindttce  <tf  the  whole  House,  yet^ 
beoanse,  rinoe  that  time,  it  was  rrferred  to  the 
Committeo  on  HiUtaiy  Fttndons,  and  now 
comes  up  on  thdr  report^  some  explanation  of 
that  report  may,  at  this  time,  be  expected.  I 
stand  before  yon,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tempting to  make  that  explanation.  Every 
thing  connected  with  the  Revolutionary  war  ia 
interesting  to  the  people  of  this  country ;  but 
nothing  is  soo  deeply  interesting  aa  the  venera- 
ble Borvivors  of  that  Army  which  conducted 
that  war,  in  the  camp  and  in  the  field.  It  ia 
not  Ax>m  any  powers  at  my  command,  of  plao- 
ing  before  you  the  CfHioemments  of  these  men, 
but  ftom  their  moral  qnalitiea,  and  the  peonllar 
retations  existing  between  them  and  oar  oonn- 
try,  that  I  now  hope  for  your  candw,  your  pa- 
tience, and  attention;  and,  notwithBtandiog 
their  eanae  may  he  hopeless,  in  the  hands  w 
saoh  an  advocate,  yet  muat  it,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  perfectly  secure,  before  sudi  a  tribunal. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  this  subject  came 
into  this  Congress  at  its  first  session,  m  obnse- 

Snence  of  tbe  President's  Message,  and  of  a  po- 
tion from  the  survivors  of  those  officers  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army  who  continued  in  service 
until  the  olose  of  the  war.  Thepetiti<m  was  ra- 
tend  to  a  Mleot  flonmdtteak  and  10  BUKh  of  tb» 
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FreeidNit'B  M«8sage  as  related  to  this  sol^ect, 
to  the  Committeeoii  WHHtMij  Fennrau.  Id  Uw 
ooorae  of  debate  on  the  nUa  leqieetively  re- 
ported hj  these  committees,  a  leocMnmitment, 
vith  instmcdMU,  was  moved— «nd  tiiey  vere 
both,  with  instructions,  rectmunitted ;  the  r»- 
anlt  of  that  recommitment  is  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Pensions,  made  in  pur- 
soance  of  those  instmctions,  and  stating  *^the 
nomber  of  those  who  served  in  the  ReTolutton- 
BTj  war,  for  whom  provision  ought  to  be  made 
by  law,  the  amount  necessary  to  make  such 

EroviBioUf  and  the  maimer  in  which  it  should 
e  made."  This  report  is  now  before  this  com- 
mittee, and  a  complete  ezplanatioa  readers  it 
necessary  to  divide  those  for  whom,  accord- 
ing to  this  report,  provision  ought  to  be  made 
by  law,  into  two  classes.  The  first  compre- 
hends all  the  Burrivors  of  tiiose  offioera,  wbo 
continued  in  service  till  the  dose  of  tlie  war, 
supposed  to  be  four  hundred,  t<^ether  with  the 
surviving  widows  of  such  of  those  officers  as 
have  died  since  that  time,  supposed  to  be  three 
hundred  and  forty-seven. 

The  amount  necessary  to  make  provision  for 
this  class,  is,  in  this  report,  stated  at  {1,000,- 
000,  The  manner  in  which  this  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  is  therein  proposed  and  de- 
tuled,  giving  to  such  officers  800,000  dollars, 
to  be  distribnted  to  them  according  to  their 
rank  and  pay,  while  in  servic^  in  a  stock  bear- 
ii^  a  yeariy  interest  of  five  pner  cent,  payable 

rtorly,  and  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of 
nation.  The  amount  of  200,000  dollars, 
jffOTkled  for  the  widows  of  this  elain,  is  api^ied 
to  their  relief  by  paying  to  each  of  them  out 
It,  one  hnndrad  dollars  a  year,  in  qnarterly 
pi^nnentB.  This  fund  is  to  be  annually  charged 
with  these  payments,  and  the  balance  annually 
<ff«dited  with  interest,  at  five  per  cent.  It  is 
calculated  that  this  fund,  so  managed,  will 
make  proviaon  for  these  venerable  matrons 
during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  bal- 
ance, if  any  then  remain,  will  foil  to  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 
.  The  second  class  comprehends  all  the  snrviv- 
CM  of  those  who,  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
were  oigaged  in  the  land  or  naval  service  of 
the  Uritod  States  during  ^e  continued  term 
ct  nine  monAa  m  upwards,  being  regular 
troopa,  either  of,  or  not  of  the  line,  and  not 
being  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  one  of  than.  It  also  comprehends  all  the 
Borviving  widows  of  such  as  served  in  manner 
as  aforesud,  and  who  were  also  not  on  any  roll 
of  penuoners.  The  nomber  of  men  of  this 
dasB,  for  whom  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  is  stated  by  the  report,  and  stated  on  the 
authority  of  facts  drawn  from  the  Department 
d  War.  The  number  of  the  army  now  alive, 
(not  including  the  officers  of  the  first  class,)  is 
not  more  than  18,600 ;  of  these,  600  are  regu- 
lar troops,  not  of  the  line,  and  served  from  one 
to  three  years.  On  the  oontineDtal  eateblish- 
ment  are  1,600,  who  served  idne  montha  or  up- 
wards;  fliOOOwfaoserredoMyearoriipwards; 


8,000  who  awed  two  years  or  ^war&; 
and  11,600  who  serred  three  yaan  or  n- 
warda.  The  nnmbw  now  <n  the  penkulBi 
is  12,980.  The  number,  tharefbra,  not  od  thi 
list  of  pensionmL  wbo  serred  In  the  Bends- 
taonary  war,  of  uiis  class,  fiv  whom  prorian 
ought  to  be  made  by  law,  ia  6,616.  It  ii  ittted 
in  the  report,  and  tiie  statement  Is  made  fna 
calculations,  that  the  number  of  wldonsftUi 
class  is  about  4,729.  The  amount  Meemrj 
to  make  provision  for  this  class,  is  in  the  re- 
port stated  at  $2,000,000.  The  maimet  of 
making  this  provision,  ia  nmHar  to  the  maiuKr 
of  making  that  for  tJioee  of  the  oih»  clssa.  It 
consists  in  crea^g  $1,200,000  <tf  five  per  cent 
stocks,  and  distributing  them  according  to  luk 
and  duration  of  time  in  serrioe,  to  this  lei 
remnant  of  the  Bevolntimary  aniiy;  ud,  ia 
aptnvpriating  $800,000  to  the  emtioB  of  i 
fund,  out  of  whioh  to  pay  annnitieB(tf  $30  esd 
to  the  surviving  widows,  of  sudi  <^  ttut  dis 
of  the  army  as  have  now  passed  beyond 
reach  of  national  munificoice.  You,tlMref(iR, 
have,  sir,  in  this  report,  according  to  the  id- 
stroctions,  the  probable  number  (tf  tboGe  via 
ought  to  be  provided  for  by  law ;  the  sidodU 
of  that  provision,  and  the  manner  of  mikiii^  it 
The  reasons  inducing  your  committee  to 
this  report,  involve  many  ccoisidersticKU. 
committee  had  in  view  the  character  of  tbe 
army ;  the  nature  of  their  service;  tbor  cod- 
pensatiott. 

It  mi^,  by  some,  be  deemed  a  waste  f'tiiM 
to  speak  of  the  charaotwttf  an  arnv  ^ 
so  large  a  space  in  t&s  histoiy  of  ms  IirtM- 
toiy.  It  is  not  so  considered  ^^T  those  via 
wish  to  place  the  whde  of  this  sol^eiinDto 
one  view,  and  to  make  one  more  attempt  to 
redeem  their  country  from  any  impvtslios  n 
iiOnsttoe  or  illiberality  towards  this  smj.  Be- 
sides, it  was  not  forgotten  that  in  this  House  jt 
had  been  sud,  the  resolutions  for  eolsrged  w. 
and  pensions  for  life,  were  extorted  from 
gress  by  a  spirit  of  mutiny  in  the  »nsf< 
made  merely  to  appease  that  spirit,  tuA  om 
tiie  country  from  its  consequences.  AUbow 
all  who  know  the  facts  must  know  that  now« 
the  relati(MU  of  verinmilitude  exist  betna 
those  fiuits,  and  these  assertions;  y^  ^'"^ 
what  we  are  doing  to-day  wiU  beoomipi" 
of  the  history  of  that  army,  and  of  oar  cots* 
try,  I  would  not  permit  timt  histay  to  i« 
into  the  hands  of  the  children  of  future  ^ 
rations,  with  one  page  where  such  sssertids 
found,  for  one  moment,  shelter  under  ^fOW 
or  stood  an  instant  unrefuted  by  the  recordeo 
truth.  The  character  of  this  amy,  a^i  "* 
stood  uuimpeached,  while  the  grestest  rw" « 
earth  have  been  calumniated.  Tbsfilfit^ 
which  doth  belie  aU  coiners  of  the 
had  not  belied  this  army.  General  W«*»P 
ton,  in  hia  letter  to  Oongrcss,  dated  Ifsnb  Iw. 
178S,  gives  this  high  testimtmial  to  their  ^ 
ons  character :  "I  am,?*  says  this  iU""*™? 
man,  ''pleading  the  canae  of  an  smyTi^ 
haa  done  and  anffiiced  more  than  any  ou" 
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armr  ever  did,  in  the  defence  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  hmnan  nature." 

Mr.  BruEs  moved  to  strike  ont  oU  of  the  bill 
after  the  enacting  claoa^  and  inaert  an  entirely 

neff  biU. 

Before  anjrqnesUoD  was  taken  on  this  motion, 
Mr.  MrrcHSLL,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  r^iort  progresSj  and  have  laave 
tositagUD. 

The  notion  ^vraUed. 


Fbidax,  January  6. 
JPofy  Yard  at  Philadslphia, 

¥r.  BABTunr,  from  the  Kaval  Committee, 
reported  the  following  Joint  resolntion : 

"  ^Wvei  tlu  Bmate  and  Hohu  of  Seprtteni- 
atifft  of  tks  United  StaUi  of  America  in  Vongre»» 
apmiV  That  the  Secretarr  of  the  "Svq  be  di- 
rected to  leqnest  the  GoTenimeot  of  the  State  of 
Pcaurlnala  to  eede  to  the  United  Stales  JuriscUe- 
tioB  onr  soeh  lands  as  are  owned  by  the  United 
i<ute9,  ud  iBiproTed  fiir  poWo  porpoaes,  at  the 
Ktrjr  Tird  sear  Pluladd^ua." 

Tbb  resolatioQ  was  twioe  read. 

Kr.  Babtlxtt,  in  reporting  this  resolution, 
mki,  that  the  object  of  it  was  to  {nit  this  Navy 
T&rd  on  the  same  footing  with  other  similiu* 
Mablishmeiits  of  the  United  States.  The 
gNaad  covered  by  it  had  been  subjected  to 
tales  nEider  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Fenn- 
.Ylrania.  Ou  investigation,  it  appeared  thatno 
H,^t  had  been  aeqnirod  by  the  United  States  to 
jorisdietion  over  it ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  has  nol  felt  himself  anthcnized  to  apply 
f'Ttheoeinon  witliont  previous  anthorization  by 
Coagresa.  Upon  this  state  of  things  this  reso- 
lation  was  Ibnnded. 

Hr.  Vests  took  tiiis  opportimity  to  explain - 
m  Tieir  this  snlijeot.  At  the  last  sesrion  of 
(^■tograas,  many  gentlemen  had  tlionght  this 
property  had  been  snbjeoted  to  a  State  tax  by 
^  amltority  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Feniiff Ivania.  This  was  not  the  fact,  becanse 
there  was  no  direct  State  land  tax  in  Peansylva- 
dU.  But  it  had  been  sabjected  to  county  rates. 
The  county  o£Boer8  had  no  right  to  omit  these 
in  uieir  assessmfmt,  nntil  they  should  be 
«ieiiipted  by  the  State  anthority  from  taxation, 
had  not  been  asked  by  the  Government  of 
Cnited  States :  if  it  had  been,  it  would  not 
uTe  been  refused.  If  now  ariced,  he  presumed 
»•  State  would  asaant  to  the  request,  as  It  had 
""Mtoafiwrnerreqaeatnirefmnoe  to  streets 
nnuiig  thraugh  the  yard.  The  resolution  now 

Klore  the  House  w«  In  m  diflbnnt  spirit,  and 
^  a  diffiireat  character  flnm  Uiat  befbre  the 
*^  iMt  session,  on  the  same  snl^eet, 

■iMIw  ta,w  no  reason  to  oj^oae  Its  passage. 

llie  resohidon  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 

panel 

^'siMb^  Jhaim  m  Sutditk  Yemh. 
J^-  TouiinoSjfrom  the  Oommittee  on  C!om- 
reported  a  bill  to  exempt  Swedish  and 
''>«w^  vessel^  and  the  merohandiae  Im- 


ported  therein,  from  the  payment  of  discrimina' 
ting  daties  of  tonnage  and  impost^  for  a  Hndted 
time,  and  for  other  purposes. 
The  bill  having  received  two  readings— 
Kr.  ToMUNSON  remarked,  that,  before  making 
a  motion  which  he  intended  to  make  with  the 
view  of  giving  a  direction  to  the  hill  which 
would  enable  hun  to  bring  it  to  the  con^den^ 
tion  <^  the  Hooae  at  an  eariy  day,  he  would 
take  leave  briefly  to  ezid^  vnt  neoes^ty 
promptly  pasdng  the  bilL 

Vx.  T.  proceeded  to  state  that,  on  the  25th 
<tf  S^)tember  last,  the  commercial  treaty  t>e- 
tween  the  United  States  and  tiie  King  of 
Sweden  Mid  Norway,  of  the  4th  of  Septeim>er, 
1816,  expired.  By  that  treaty  American  vessels, 
their  caigoes,  of  American  produce,  wereentitlea 
and  exempted  from  the  payment  of  discrimi- 
nation dotles  of  tonnage  and  Impost  in  the 
Swedish  ports  and  vessels;  and  their  cargoes, 
bebngin^  to  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Sweden, 
were  entiUed  to  a  like  exemption  in  the  porta 
of  the  United  States.  The  Oharg^  d'Afiaires 
of  the  Eing  o/S  BwedMi,  at  Washi^^n,  on  the 
36th  of  Beptembw  last;  offlelally  announoed  to 
onr  GoTemment,  that  the  King  of  Sweden  had 
determined  to  observe  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty,  on  his  part,  although  the  same  had  ex- 

fiXrvA.  Swedish  vessels  have  recently  arrived 
n  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  been 
subjected,  by  the  existing  la^  to  the  payment 
of  the  discriminating  daties,  which  luid  been 
suspended  by  the  treaty. 

The  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  (Jovemment 
of  the  United  States  is  plain.  It  ought  to  reci- 
procate tlie  frank  and  friendly  conduct  of  the 
King  of  Sweden,  and  to  exempt  Swedish  and 
Norw^ian  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  the  pro- 
duce of  Sweden  and  Norway,  arriving  in  the 
porta  of  the  United  States,  fnnn  the  pi^ent 
of  disorimhiating  duties  for  a  limited  time. 
This  time,  s^d  he.  need  not  be  long;  for  the 
expeetatioD  may  oe  Justly  entertamed,  that 
the  negotiation  pending  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments wilt  speedily  terminate  in  the  renewal 
of  the  expired  treaty.  This  Government,  too, 
ought  promptly  to  refund  or  remit  any  discrimi- 
nating dotles  that  may  have  been  paid  or  secured 
to  .be  paid,  nnder  any  snob  circumstances. 

The  bill,  on  motion  of  Ur.  T.,  was  then 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
etato  of  the  Union. 


Saiubdat,  January  6. 
Bamn^  «lf  Okotiam  and  Okichatan  Indiaat. 
Hr.  Hailk  moved  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  JUtdved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiurs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  to  the  removal  of  such 
Choctaw  and  Ghiclusaw  Indians  aa  may  be  disposed 
to  emigrate  west  of  the  Hississippl. 

2.  Rtuived,  That  the  same  committee  be  further 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reim- 
bundag  to  such  of  the  missionaries  as  may  aoooni- 
pany  the  said  Indians  In  their  removal,  the  numey 
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expendfld  by  them  la  the  eracUon  of  bnUdlnga,  to 
lid  them  in  the  erection  itf  other  bnildiogi  for 
■dioob. 

Jn  mpport  ci  tba  fint  naolatitm,  ICr.  Haili 
obserred  that  it  miut  be  well  known  to  the 
Hoiue,  that,  to  make  farther  appropriations  for 
the  porpoae  of  obtaining  land  from  the  Indians, 
hj  treat;-,  was  perfeouy  useless.  It  was  so, 
because  the  Indiana  are  oompletely  under  the 
control  of  white  men,  whose  interest  is  adverse 
to  BQoh  cession.  The  objeot  embraoed  in  the 
rest^ntion  was  important  not  to  lOBBis^ppi 
alone,  bat  to  all  States  similarly  oiroamstanced 
Id  r^ation  to  the  Indian  tribes.  It  was  the 
interest  of  all  snch  States  that  every  facility 
Bbonld  be  given  for  the  removal  of  this  popula- 
tion to  the  west  of  the  ICasiasii^i ;  aod  they 
would  have  onigrated  long  ^nce^  if  these  had 
beMi  ai^  rapropriation  toe  the  parpoae  of  aid- 
ing them  m  iheir  removaL  Bnt  they  were 
Ignorant  of  the  oonntry  tiirongh  which  they 
had  to  pass,  and  tiiey  never  woold  cross  the 
swamps  and  go  to  the  place  as^gned  their 
ftitnre  abode,  unlosa  some  were  taken  to 
encoarage  and  assist  them.  [Ur.  H.  here  read 
the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  this  subject :  "  Hany  of 
the  Indians  (Ohoctaws)  are  disposed  to  emi- 
grate, bnt  are  so  ignorant  of  the  route,  or  the 
means  by.  which  Uiey  can  reach  the  contem- 
plated settlement,  th^  they  are  deterred  from 
making  an  effbrt ;  bat,  with  an  active,  intelli- 
gent condactor,  who  could  inform  them  where, 
■nd  how,  thqr  oonld  obtain  sooh  itfds  as  flie 
Government  wlU  ftimish  tli«m  oa.  the  route, 
flumy  would,  in  my  opioiim,  sotm  set  out  fbr  a 
country  so  much  better  adapted  to  their  wants 
and  habits  than  where  they  now  are.'n  The 
olgect  of  the  second  resolution  he  stated  to  be, 
to  reimborse  the  missionaries  now  among  the 
Ohlckasaws  and  Choctaws  for  the  value  of  the 
Bohool-honses  they  have  erected,  and  which 
most,  in  case  of  removal,  be  abandoned.  He 
conndered  it  politic  in  Qovemment  to  ooncil- 
iate  these  missionaries,  as  no  measore  could 
succeed  among  the  Indians  if  these  persons  ex- 
erted their  influence  to  oppose  it.  He  cooaid- 
ered  it  as  highly  important  that  the  missiona- 
ries should  accompany  the  tribes  in  their  re- 
moval, as  their  preseoce  and  iufloraioe  on  the 
other  Mde  of  the  Hisslsdppi  might  operate  to 
prevent  bloodshed  among  tlie  different  tribes. 

Hr.  CooKK  (ChiUrman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs)  said,  that  if  his  friend  from 
Uississippi  had  paid  attention  to  a  bill  which 
had,  at  tne  last  session,  been  reported  by  the 
committee  to  which  he  belonged,  and  had  been 
reprinted  the  present  session,  he  felt  persnaded 
he  wonid  not  nave  offered  this  resolution.  He 
would  find,  on  examining  that  bill,  that  it  went 
much  fiirther  than  the  resolution — inclading  in 
its  provbions  all  the  Indians  who  were  to  re- 
nuve,  and  securing  whatever  was  requisite  to 
eflfect  thdr  remoTU.  Should  that  bill  pass,  the 
whole  olject  of  the  resolution  woola  be  ob- 
tained ;  but,  if  not,  then  it  would  be  inexpedir 


ent  and  iiuat^r  to  make  a  distinction  be-  'i 
tween  the  Inuuis  of  Misrisrippi  and  tbMe  in  | 
other  States  quite  as  audfms  to  set  rid  ol  li 
them.  If  the  res61nti<Hi  shcmld  be  Mopted,  its  I 
only  effbct  would  be  to  giro  the  Comnuttee  n  I 
Indian  Affloirs  the  trouble  <rf  ■*T**"g.  in  a  writ- 
ten report,  the  same  tbings  in  sabstanee  as  he 
had  now  stated  verbally. 

Kr.  Hailk  disclaimed  ell  intention  to  embar- 
rass that  committee ;  but  the  State  be  had  tbt 
honor  to  represent  was  peculiarly  ritosted— 
two-thirds  of  its  chartered  limits  were  occu- 
pied by  Indians,  and  one  of  the  Im^est  counties  I 
in  the  State  was  separated  by  their  interpoo- 
tion  from  tiie  rest  ca  the  settled  portion  fjf  the 
country ;  hence,  great  iuocmvenieDoe  sroee,  es- 
pecially  with  reqieot  to  abaoonding  debtoci, 
taxaUe  land,  Jko.  It  might  be  tme  tiiat  the 
bill  oovwed  all  the  olijeets  ot  the  rescdotiim; 
bnt  it  indnded  other  proviaou  which  mi^ 
cause  its  rejection,  and  to  which  the  resolotioa 
would  not  be  exposed.  Similar  laws  bad 
passed  Ck>Q^ress  for  the  benefit  ftf  other  Stata; 
yet  Misfflssippi  had  wuted  with  patience,  sad 
had  never  been  clamorous  for  her  rights, 

Mr.  HcLkak,  of  Ohio,  inquired  whether  it 
was  in  order  to  propose  to  do  by  resdiitioD 
what  had  already  been  done  in  a  bill,  rnxwttd 
by  the  very  committee  named  in  the  resolatkn. 

The  Chair  decided  that,  if  the  resolatkn  , 
contuned  no  matter  different  from  the  biH  it  « 
would  not  be  in  order ;  bnt  be  l)dieTed  that 
part  of  it  in  relatfon  to  rdmburaii^  the  mis* 
si<maiies  for  thdr  sohooI-bMises  was  not  in  the 
bill.  The  reedntion  was,  therefbte,  not  oat  <tf 
order. 

Hr.  UoLkah  then  moved  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table,  which  prevailed,  and  the  reeolotioo  was 
laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

[On  a  subsequent  diqr  the  reai^tkns  w«e 
a^eedta] 

Sb^portatim  Free  PeepU  ^  CMn*. 
Hr.  WnifB  offned  tiw  fidlowing  resdntioa: 
Xetolved,  That  a  spedal  commtttetf  be  appoialcd 
by  this  House,  to  inquire  Into  the  expedenej  «f 
makiog  an  spproprwtion  fiw  the  traniqMWtttkia  ef  ' 
such  free  people  of  color  as  may  viah  to  be  Kot  to 
the  colony  at  Liberia. 

Mr.  Wbeks  said  it  was  not  his  intention,  at 
the  moment  of  oflbring  a  snljeet  of  HM  nature 
for  the  conrideration  ot  this  honorable  body,  to 
attempt  entering  into  the  merits  of  the  ■pr\ifO- 
sition,  because  be  would  wish  it  to  rmun  for 
consideration ;  but,  with  the  indalguice  oi  the 
House,  he  wonld  state,  in  as  condensed  a  bud- 
ner  as  possible,  two  reasons  that  had  influenced 
his  mind,  with  the  hope  that  it  might  indnre 
every  member  of  Congress  to  examine  well  the 
subject  In  Maryland,  stdd  he,  the  State  vhidi 
I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  it  has 
been  foimd  impracticable  to  extend  to  this  in* 
happy  part  of  our  community,  equal  ri^ti.  as 
criminiila,  in  the  blesnnga  even  m  penitentiary 
confinement.  At  first  we  did,  until  it  wai 
found  Oat,  in  a  few  mm  years,  a  baiUiiig 
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corering  tea  or  twelve  acres  would  not,  perhaps, 
coDUia  tbem.  Banishment,  therefore,  has  been 
GQbsdtated,  and,  although  fomiahed  with  a 
copf  of  the  reocffd,  tbej  have  no  seonrity  for 
him  liberty :  on  the  contrary,  they  are  par- 
ebased  and  earned  to  a  distance;  and  it  is 
wQf  bdiered  that  they  are  no  socHier  tmrond 
the  confines  of  the  State,  than  they  are  robbed 
of  that  evidenee,  and  carried  into  slavery  for 
life.  B«retted,  u  Uiis  most  be,  by  all  men  of 
feeiiog,  there  is  no  remedy,  It  wonld  seem,  left; 
a)  tli^  in  troth,  whilst  we.  are  endeavoring  to 
{ffereut  the  dave  trade  being  any  longM-  car- 
ried oa  by  American  citixeos  abroad,  we  are, 
in  fact,  carrying  it  on  at  home.  Another  rea- 
son is,  «r,  that  now,  aattsfied  of  their  d^praded 
fitoaUoo,  a  large  number  of  the  free  blacks  of 
lE^Iand  have  memorialized  the  tntizens  of 
Baltimore  on  the  snbject,  making  a  strong  ap* 
peal  to  their  best  feelings  of  ohari^  and  jostice ; 
inritinc  assistance  sufficient  on^  to  vut  Uiem 

10  the  land  <^  their  fore£atheTB--4o  Uie  yonng 
ndony  at  liberia,  wlwre  they  expect  to  be  able, 
as  bimble  inatromenta  in  the  handa  of  the 
Great  I  AH,  to  cause  the  wilderness  to  ngolce, 
lad  tlw  heathen  become  the  worshippers  of 
tbe  liring  Ood.  They  have  reminded  as  of  oar 
auKstora,  when  forced  by  persecution  to  emi- 
r>te  to  this  country — then  a  savage  wUder- 
ikm;  now  the  Paradise  of  the  world.  And 
siull  we  not  endeavor  to  do  somethlag  to  meet 
tbis  call;  thereby  uding  in  the  very  object, 
perhaps,  which  was  intended  to  be  prodnoed, 
vbea  our  forefathers  were  persoaded  to  bring 
tfaem  here  t  For  I  never  can  consent,  sir,  to 
vjtv  it  in  any  other  light,  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
the  right  of  property  of  this  sort  of  pnrohase 
viih  oar  money,  has  been  reoo^iized  under 
nery  diqwnaatioa  from  God  to  man.  It  la  tbe 
Jntica  aal  hnmani^  cS  the  aot,  At^  that  infln- 
enees  my  eondnct,  and  not  a  belltf  that  thwe 

11  anj  tUng  like  a  mine  that  may  be  blown  np 
lith  a  match  

Ur.  W.  was  here  interropted  by  Mr.  Wkb- 
pE,  who  made  a  pwit  of  order :  inqoirinff  if 
it  was  in  order  to  discuss  a  resolntion,  when 
the  peraou  who  offered  it  himself  expressed  his 
intentioQ  to  move  that  it  lie  on  the  table — a 
niotioa  to  lay  any  propodtimi  np(m  the  taUe 
Dot  being  debatable. 

After  some  ezi^Anations  by  the  Chur, 

Itr.  Wiaam  demanded  that  the  previona 
{Krtion  <rf  eotmdmstim  be  taken. 

The  qoeation  was  aooordingly  taken,  "Will 
^  HoDie  now  ccaislder  we  resolution  t " 
And  it  was  dedded  fai  the  negative  by  a  large 
iBiJority. 

Bo,  for  tin  pfreaent)  the  aalject  passed  off, 

TcnDAT,  Jannaiy  9. 
AfpeinSmmtt     Chargia  de$  AJinret. 
The  fidknring  resolution,  moved  by  Kr. 
^a  yesterday  and  1^  vptm  the  table,  was 
called  up  ud  read: 
"Mptd;  That  the  FietMeat  of  the  United 


States  be  requested  to  eommuticate  to  this  House 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  number  of  (Siante 
des  Aflkires  have  been  appealed  shice  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1826,  withoat  tbe  adnce  and  consent  of 
the  Senate ;  and  whether,  la  any  case,  such  appoint- 
ment has  been  made  after  notice  had  been  giveD  of 
the  iotention  of  a  Minister  abroad  to  return,  and 
after  his  mcceBur  had  been  appointed ;  also,  by 
what  authority,  and  what  length  of  time  did  said 
temporary  appointment  continue,  what  the  datiea  to 
be  ^acharged  and  what  the  compensation  paid.** 

Ur.  Bbent  having  inquired  ctf  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  what  was  Ids  predae  ol^ect  la 
moving  this  call— 

UtTBuib  stated  the  grounds  on  which  he 
had  brought  this  motion ;  but  the  position  of 
the  reporter  preronted  his  hearing  nLm  as  dis- 
tinctly aa  he  eonld  wish.  Hr.  B.  was  nndei^ 
stood  to  B^,  that  he  had  been  Informed,  that, 
in  one  case  at  least,  our  IGnisters  abroad  had 
appointed  Charges  des  Affiiirea  to  succeed 
them,  who  had  received  not  only  the  sd^ 
annexed  to  that  office,  but  also  the  outfit.  He 
had  looked  in  vdn  into  the  oonstitntjoo  and  tiie 
laws  for  any  anthority  in  any  foreign  Uinister, 
to  make  snch  appointment;  and,  if  the  fact 
waa  as  he  aapposed,  the  pubUo  money  had  beeoL 
paid  to  a  person  not  authorized  to  receive  it. 
As  the  Bepresentstlve  of  a  portion  of  this 
Union,  he  said  he  f^t  it  to  be  his  duty  to  nuse 
his  voice  against  snch  wpolntments,  and  against 
such  expenditure  of  uie  public  money.  He 
wished,  therefbre,  to  have  the  facts  authenti- 
cally before  him. 

Mr.  FtffiSTTH  (Chairman  (tf  the  Oonunittee  m 
Forei^  Belations)  sdd,  it  had  been  the  constant 

Eraotice  of  the  Government,  for  many  year^  to 
ave  persons  charged  with  their  affairs  with  for- 
eign nations,  when  the  Hinister  of  the  United 
Stetes  either  died  at  his  post,  or  was  temporarily 
absent  The  persons  chaiged  with  our  affairs  in 
such  oases,  were  sometimes  designated  before- 
hand hy  the  Government,  anticipating  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  them,  or  left  by  the  Minister 
when  the  Government  had  no  opportunity  of 
^ving  its  directions.  A  moment^s  refiectlon 
would  satisfy  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
that  the  public  interests  required  these  trusts 
to  be  confided.  The  person  chu^ed  tempo- 
rarily with  our  affidiB  abroad,  genraaDy  the 
Secretary  of  L^;ation,  was  usually  allowed 
compenution  for  these  services,  in  addition  to 
his  paj  as  Secretary  of  Legation — paid,  ILr.  F. 
presumed,  out  of  the  contingent  fond  of  foreign 
intercourse.  Ur.  F.  knew  nothing  of  the  facts 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tmnessee  alluded, 
and  certainly  was  not  opposed  to  the  inquiry  he 
proposed.  If  there  had  been  any  thing  wrong. 
It  ought  to  be  known,  and  the  error  corrected 
or  exposed. 

Mr.  EvsBSTT  Sfud  he  should  not  oppose  the 
call  proposed  by  the  resolution.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  amendment  which  he  should  suggest 
to  the  resolution  would  go  to  make  It  more 
comprehensive,  by  striking  oat  the  limitatloa 
which  it  proposed  aa  to  the  time  of  the  inquiry. 
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He  moved  then  to  strike  out  the  first  daj  of 
Jftnnary,  1^6,  and  insert  in  lien  tberettf  the 
ftnirth  daj  of  Haroh,  bo  that  the  whole 
praotiee  en  the  Ooraiiment  should  be  brought 
to  the  Tiev  «r  this  House,  and  an  opportumtjr 
given  to  members  to  make  up  their  opinions 
noderetandingly. 

Ur.  Wbbstkb  said,  the  idea  which  some 
seemed  to  eDtertaio,  that  diplomatic  appoint- 
ments are  r^iulated  by  statute,  was  entirely  er- 
roneous. He  thousht  that  matter  had  been 
faUj  understood  in  uiis  Hons&  whatever  errors 
of  opinion  on  the  sulfjeot  might  exist  out  of  it 
The  power  of  appointing  foreign  Ministers  was 
given  by  the  constitution  to  the  Executive — ^to 
the  Freudent,  hy  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  Hie  office  exista  by  tiie 
laws  (tf  nati<»)s :  the  oonstitation  prescribes  the 
mode  of  ^^pc^ting  to  it  The  practice,  lb.  W. 
a^d,  had  unifbrmlv  been,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Geoi^^  bad  stated  it  On  the  death  of  a  Min- 
ister, the  Secretary  of  Legation  attached  to  the 
mis^oUf  becomes  ipw  facto  the  Oharg6  dee  Af- 
faires. "Mr.  W.  did  not  know  that  any  great 
inconvenience  resulted  from  the  exercise  of  this 
power  by  onr  Ministers,  when  abont  to  leave 
their  stations;  and  still  less  in  the  case  of  a 
Secretary  of  liegation  becoming  Ohai^  des  Af- 
faires by  the  death  of  a  Minister — ^that  being  an 
opportanity  for  serving  their  friends,  which  he 
imagined  our  Ministers  abroad  do  not  very 
much  00  vet  Hr.  W.  tiiooght  the  answer  to 
the  inquiry  would  be  too  volmninoos,  by  Its 
embracing  an  account  ot  what  dnties  these  per- 
sons have  cUseharged :  and  he  attested  to  the 
gentleman  the  propriety  of  striking  out  that 
part  of  the  resolution ;  in  which  shape  he  should 
have  no  olfJectiMt  to  it 

ICr.  BuoHAKAK  aud,  dnce  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  had  oonsented  to  accept  the 
modifioaUcm  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Evekett,)  he  cared  ven^ 
little  whether  the  resolution  passed  or  not.  It 
hod  become  so  extensive,  that  the  object  of  it 
would  be  defeated.  Mr.  B.  sud  he  had  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  make  a 
distinct  ohai;ge — if  he  did  not,  Mr.  B.  wished 
him  to  say  so — that  not  only  had  a  Minister  of 
the  United  States  abroad  appointed  a  Chuv6  des 
AfiUres  on  his  leaving  the  station,  (whien  ap- 
pointment Mr.  B.  admitted  was  necessary  and 
proper,)  but  that  that  Charg^  besides  receiving 
the  salary  attached  to  that  office,  during  the  time 
be  held  it,  had  received  an  outfit  Heknew  not 
whether  he  was  correct  in  this  impression;  but, 
if  he  was  wrong,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
correct  him.  But,  if  the  gentleman  had  received 
such  information  as  this,  and  the  information 
was  true,  no  practice  whatever  could  make  it  a 
correct  proceeding.  Previouspracticemight  jus- 
tify the  appointment  of  a  Oharg^  des  Moires, 
and  the  allowance  of  a  salary  to  him ;  but  it 
conid  never  Jostify  an  expenditure  from  the 
contingent  ftmd  for  allowing  him  an  outfit  in 
addition  to  the  aalaiy.  Thu  dislinet  fact  had 
been  proposed  to  be  mqnired  into;  but,  by  the 


amendment  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Has- 
sadrasetta,  and  accepted  by  the  gentleman  frcn 
Tennessee,  that  ^ngle  point  would  be  snwtli- 
ered  under  a  mass  of  dooumentSr  whidiT  if  re- 
ceived within  any  reascmable  time^  would  be  m- 
tirely  useless.  Mr.  B.  added  another  remark: 
If  the  salary  of  our  IGiusteis  abroad  was  » 
low  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  them  to  rttnm 
to  the  country,  annually,  to  receive  aa  outfit  to 
enable  them  to  appear  in  a  manner  becoming 
our  Representatives  at  fordgn  GorenmMoti^ 
that  salary  oug^t  to  be  increased.  If  it  was 
not  so,  the  practice  of  changing  onr  Hinisten 
abroad  every  year,  could  not  be  jostified.  It 
was  a  practice  which  most  be  essentially  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  the  conutiy :  for,  if 
a  negotiation  waa  tmened  abroad^  the  Minis- 
ter often  retained  Defora  it  was  comidetc^ 
leaving  the  matter  unsettled,  greatly  to  the  det- 
riment of  our  interest  Ifr.  B.  etmdiided 
saying,  that  he  had  no  particular  olnectitHi  to 
the  resolution:  but  he  suggested  to  the  gratle- 
man  from  Tennessee,  whether,  dc^iged  as  it 
now  was,  he  had  not  better  ahandon  the  reso- 
lution altogether,  and  on  another  day  brine  in 
a  new  resolution,  confined  to  the  o^ect  wudi 
he  hod  specially  in  view. 

Mr.  WanaTEB  said,  notwithstanding  the  sofema 
denial  of  the  gentieman  from  Geori^a,  it  is  as  true 
as  it  was  before  he  rose,  that  there  is  no  statcte 
or  law  of  Congress  prescribing  what  number  <^ 
public  IDnistera  or  other  diplomatio  ageot^ 
should  be  appmnted,  or  to  what  conits  or  on 
what  occasions  they  should  be  sent.  Be  (Mr. 
W.)  had  said,  and  now  repeated,  that  a  IGnistcr 
was  a  nati<mal  functionary,  known  to  the  hw 
of  nations;  the  office  had  its  origin,  and  derind 
ite  character  from  that  law.  'Die  otmstitstios 
recognized  the  office,  as  existing  in  the  inter- 
course of  nations,  and  vested  the  appmntment 
of  the  officer  in  the  Preddent  and  Senate.  It 
belonged  to  the  Executive  to  decide  on  what 
occasions  Public  Ministors  should  be  ap^nted. 
and  to  what  courts,  and  to  decide  on  their  num- 
ber. He  did  not  say  now,  whether  all  this 
might,  or  might  not,  be  regnlated  by  law.  He 
spoke  only  to  the  fact  It  was  not  so  regnlated 
nor  ever  had  been.  The  only  law  on  ^  sab- 
Ject  waa  that  which  limited  the  power  of  the 
Freddent  aa  to  the  amount  of  aalaiy  allowed  to 
these  officers.  Here  Congress  had  art  brands 
In  all  other  respects  the  sal^jeot  rated  b  Ex- 
ecutive discretion.  He  was  at  issue  with  the 
gentieman  from  Geor^  on  a  plain  matter  trf 
fact,  on  inaniry  as  to  what  the  statute  contain- 
ed. He  had  said,  and  he  repeated,  that  there  was 
no  other  stetoto  provision  exc«>t  that  wbidi 
limited  the  compensation.  If  there  were  any 
other,  the  gentleman  from  Geo^a  could  eaalT 
turn  to  it ;  and  he  particularly  invited  him  to 

Soint  it  out  If  he  should  nf>t  do  so,  his  solram 
enial  of  what  he  had  said,  that  was,  tliat  do 
particular  mission  or  ministerial  i^p<HiitiiMct 
was  made  In  pursuance  of  any  statnte,  "ww&i 
still  not  ahake  the  truth  of  that  propodtioo. 
Mr.  PowxLL  said,  that,  whenever  there  was 
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a  ^qi^estioQ  of  abose  of  power  hj  the  Execu- 
tive, be  thooght  it  became  the  (taty  of  this 
Uoose  to  BOBtahi  any  iuqoirf  into  soch  abuse, 
vLich  Tu  jHoposed.  li  the  EzecntiTe  has 
ii>fss>A  bis  power  it  onght  to  be  known,  and  if 
proved,  to  nndergo  the  reprobation  of  this 
lluu^.  IC,  however,  he  has  strictly  dischai^ed 
liii  duty,  it  was  dne  to  him  that  tbe  House 
vlioulii  institnte  the  inqniry,  to  relieve  him 
from  anjiut  impatation.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  resolution  would  be  allowed  to  pass  in 
tin  shape  which  it  had  assumed. 

Mr.  WEB8TKB  sfud,  that  he  wished  it  to  be 
midcntood,  that  be  was  perfectly  willing  to 
ToU  for  the  resolution  as  now  amended :  his 
uolj  olijectioa,  was  its  violation,  in  his  opinion, 
of  tbe  qiirit  of  the  rules  <^  the  House. 

The  qiKstioa  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
tlie  rcEolntioa,  as  amended,  as  decided  in  tbe 
]£naatire. 


WxDsnsDA.T,  Jannary  10. 
Land  Claimt  in  Ohio. 

Tlie  Iloase  went  into  Committee  of  the 
^hule,  Hr.  Hoffhan  in  the  cbair,  on  the  bill 
"'..roriOiag  for  the  relinquishment  oi  certaiji 
tiisis  10  lands  sold  the  Umted  States  in  the 
Sistc  trf  Oliio." 

[This  bill,  which  refers  to  the  gore  of  land 
IvIr^  between  what  are  known  as  Ludlow's  and 
b'beru*  linea,  had  twice  passed  the  House  at 
Crater  sessiona,  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate  for 
Tut  of  tiae  to  act  upon  it.  As  the  Mil  is  one 
jf  l-xial  interest  merely,  a  siicdnct  statement  of 
l^.e  gronads  of  controversy,  with  a  few  of  the 
a-idin; ailments  on  each  side  only,  are  given. 

Wlien  \  irginia  ceded  to*tbe  United  States  tbe 
greit  body  of  her  Western  lands,  among  other 
cDfiilitions  of  tbe  oesEton  was  one  for  satisfying 
uf  those  lands  the  claims  of  a  certain  body  of 
Iter  militia  under  General  Clarke ;  and  if  certain 
trocia  soath  of  the  Ohio  River  should  prove 
in<affici«Dt  for  this  object,then  an  additional  tract 
*is  iet  apart  on  the  north  nde  of  that  river. 
Tl»  case  contemplated,  occurred.  The  lands 
wtb  of  the  Ohio  were  iasufflcient,  and  the 
^•Kt  on  the  north  of  it  was  to  be  appropriated^ 
"^la  tract  had  the  river  Ohio  on  the  south,  the 
Scioto  on  tbe  east,  the  Littie  Miami  on  the  west, 
udoD  the  north  a  line  running  from  the  source 
of  one  1^  these  rivers  to  the  source  of  the  other. 
The  Uuited  States  Surveyor's  name  was  Lnd- 
hr;  be  traced  the  Little  Miami  to  its  soarce ; 

aa  the  Scioto  lay  far  east,  he  naturally 
cvDcloded  that  its  source  woatd  be  east  of 
Che  aoBTce  of  the  Miami.     He  accordingly 
ctniuenced  at  the  source  of  the  Miami,  and 
rim  a  random  line  in  such  a  direction  as  be  sup- 
K'oald  bring  bim  out  near  the  head  waters 
of  ihe  Scioto;  but  when  this  line  had  been  run 
u  for  as  to  meet  tbe  Indian  boundary,  the  lu- 
met  tbe  party,  and  prevented  their  pro- 
tw^g  any  fiuther.   So  that  Lndlow's  line 
Berer  readied  tlie  Sdoto  at  all.   It  being,  how- 
the  only  aatbori^,  vaa  talnn  lor  the 


true  line,  and  tbe  United  States  went  on  to 
sell  the  public  lands  west  of  it  up  to  this  line. 
On  farther  examination,  however,  it  was  found 
that  the  Scioto  River  wound  round  about,  to- 
wards the  west,  in  ssuAi  a  manner  as  to  pass  en- 
tirely the  head  waters  of  the  little  lUuni,  and 
to  have  its  source  some  distance  west  of  the 
source  of  that  river.  A  new  line  was  now  rmi. 
from  one  source  to  the  other ;  and  the  diver- 
gency of  these  two  lines,  (the  first  false  and 
supposititious,  tbe  latter  correct  and  the  true 
line,)  left  a  gore  of  laud  which  the  United  States 
had  partly  sold  to  settlers,  but  which  was  now. 
found  to  be  within  the  reserve  for  Virginia  Mili- 
tary Warrants.  Warrants  were  accordingly  laid 
upon  various  parts  of  it,  some  of  which  had 
been  occupied  and  improved  by  persona  who  had 
title  from  the  United  States.  A  suit  was  insti- 
tuted, to  try  the  qnesUon,  and  the  United  Stotea 
Supreme  Cbnrt  having  dedded  one  of  these  in 
f^vor  of  the  warrant  n<Jder,  it  is  manifest  t^t 
the  Government  must  either  satisfy  tbe  other 
warrant  holders,  or  let  them  go  on  to  eject  the 
settlers,  and  then  reimburse  the  latter.  The  bill 
proposed  to  pay  the  warrant  holders  the  ap- 
praised value  of  their  several  lots  as  in  a  state 
of  nature,  and  for  this  purpose,  appropriated 
about  60,000  dollars.] 

Tlie  bill  was  strenuously  resisted  bv  Mr. 
TnowsON,  of  Ohio,  and  as  warmly  defended  by 
Mr.  Vinton,  of  the  aame  State.  Messrs.  Cockb, 
Wbbstsb,  Vanck,  LiviNQSTON,  Meboeb,  and 
Weight,  also  engaged  in<udentaUy  in  the  debate. 

Mr.  Thompbon'b  argument  was  in  sub- 
stance  Uie  following: — That  the  hill  was  based 
on  a  decision  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  upon  an  offrud  com,  in  which  all  the 
£iicts  were  not  before  it,  and  in  which  one  main 
fact,  viz:  the  validity  of  Roberts'  line,  was  as- 
sumed. He  strongly  insinuated  that  there  bod 
been  intrigue  and  management  in  procuring  the 
agreed  case.  By  an  actof  Congress,  in  1807,  no 
V  irginia  warrant  was  to  be  valid,  if  located  on 
landa  of  the  United  States  already  surveyed  and 
entered,  but  the  location  of  the  warrant  of  Gen- 
eral MoArthur  (the  party  mainly  to  receive  the 
benefits  of  the  bill)  was  not  made  till  1810,  and 
was,  therefore,  void  by  that  law.  The  Supreme 
Court,  however,  osaimied  that  it  bod  been  nude 
before  1807.  A  wrt  of  the  landa  to  he  affected 
by  the  bill  are  in  litigation  at  this  time,  and  the 
only  detduon  which  has  been  had,  is  against  the 
warrant  holder.  A  new  trial  was  awarded  to 
General  McArthur,  however,. through  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Court.  He  affirmed  that  neither 
of  the  two  lines  is  accurate.  It  was  difficult 
to  make  it  so,  as.  both  rivers  take  their  rise  in 
a  marshy  couotry,  full  of  ponds,  where  two 
streams  often  arise  from  the  same  pond,  and 
ran  in  different  directions.  But,  in  the  agreed 
case,  Roberts*  line  was  taken  as  the  true  line,  and 
the  court  decided  on  this  supposition.  Tlie 
Government  of  the  United  States,  tiirou^h  cour- 
tesy, desired  tbe  co-operation  of  Vii^inia,  to 
sati^  all,  of  her  disposition  in  good  fiiith  to 
fulfil  the  ot^eou  of  the  grant.  Kow,  Virginia 
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nerer  gave  uj  act  <tf  aaoent  to  Boberta'  Une. 
It  la  trae,  the  agreed  case  wbb  made  voiet  or> 
den  of  the  Seoietaiy  of  the  Treuoiy,  bat  that 
officer  hod  no  anthoritj  to  agree  away  any  of 
the  United  States  lan^ :  and  Congress  is  now 
asked,  in  effect,  to  bay  np  a  set  of  claims 
frliich  are  litigated,  and  have  once  been  decided 
against.  Those  saits  oogbt  first  to  be  settled 
on  a  fbll  investigation  of  all  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Yintoh's  reply  was,  in  substance,  as  fol- 
lows:— ^That  a  precisely  similar  bill  had  al- 
ready twice  passed  the  House,  after  a  full  arga- 
ment  Ibere  had  been  three  difflerent  reports 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  IiOnds,  in  relation  to 
^la  ease,  aU  vUoh  agreed,  and  in  which  the 
eommittees  were  nnanimooB.  The  olijeotiona 
had  an  been  twioe  diamased,  and  orermled. 
Bot  his  c(rfleagne  had  ezhibued  some  fediDg^ 
and  had  made  Insinuations  which  rendered  a 
statement  of  fiwts  necessary.  Mr.  Y.  here  gave 
adetdled  hiatny  of  the  whole  case,  with  the 
date  ot  the  aereral  pabUo  acts  in  relation  to  it. 
He  repelled  the  insmoations  of  Ur.  T.  in  rela- 
tion to  the  mana^ment  used  by  General  HcAr- 
thur.  in  the  smt  referred  to.  In  that  case 
tbe  iToited  States  had  ordered  the  Disbict  At- 
torney to  make  the  United  States  a  party  in 
the  suit.  It  had  token  the  defence  into  its  own 
hands,  and  the  suit  was  decided  ag^nst  the 
Ooremment,  and  in  &Tor  of  the  pluntiff  war- 
rant bidder. 

The  a^eementin  the  case  abont  Roberts*  line, 
waBtheGoTemmmt'sown,  and  oogbt  of  course 
to  bind  the  QoTemmeat.  Yirginia  did  accede 
to  the  correctness  of  Boberts'  line,  and  founded 
a  dum  upon  its  sorrey.  The  oidy  question  on 
Vbicb  a  doubt  cooldrest,  was,  whether  the  act . 
of  1807  did,  or  did  not,  forbid  the  location  of 
Yir^aia  warrants  on  lands  sold  by  the  United 
States;  and  the  Supreme  Court,  by  an  argnment 
which  he  deemed  irrefragable,  had  decided 
that  it  was  only  intended  to  quiet  clums  as  ex- 
isting between  different  Yirginia  warraut  hold- 
ers. That  decluon,  at  oU  eventai,  pats  the 
qae&ti<m  at  rest. 

As  for  the  suit  in  the  Inferior  Court  Ohio, 
tf  it  proved  any  thing.it  proved  that  that  eoort 
deemed  HeArthnr^  oiaim  to  be  valid.  In  the 
first  verdict,  it  was  dedded  agdnat  him,  bat  be- 
cause the  ooort  fbrbade  his  patent  to  be  brought 
before  the  jury,  and  instracted  the  jory  to  bring 
the  verdict,  the  very  next  day,  on  rightly  un- 
derstanding the  case,  they  granted  a  new  tiial, 
on  the  ground  that  the  Jury  had  been  rois-direct- 
ed  by  toe  court.  But  let  that  decidon  be  ever 
so  good,  the  Supreme  Ooort  of  the  nation  has 
decided  otherwise,  and  its  decision  must  stand. 

If  the  bill  is  refused,  the  warrant  holders 
will  proceed  and  dect  the  United  States  set- 
tlers; and  they,  holding  title  from  the  United 
BtotM,  must  be  remunerated,  not  only  for  the 
naked  valae  ctf  the  land,  as  in  a  state  of  nature, 
bat  fSor  their  valuable  improvemmts  also;  and, 
instead  of  nxty  thousand  dollars,  tbe  Govern- 
ment must  pi^,  in  the  end,  seraal  hundred 
tiionaand* 


[JAmuT,  UK. 

"ib,  "Wxansa  sommed  up  the  case  in  cm 

question,  which  he  addressed  to  theGoQimittM 
on  the  P.ablic  Lands,  viz:  whether  the  title itf 
these  Yirginia  clumants  has  been  fairijr  tiied 
and  furly  settled  ?  If  it  had,  the  tnll  vm  c» 
tainly  expedient  and  necessary ;  nor  could  Got- 
emment  be  too  early  in  quieting  the  fean  of 
those  who  bad  purdiased  from  it,  and  bow  fosnd 
them  invalid. 

Ur.  Ltvinqston  doubted  if  the  validity  of 
Boberts*  line  had  ever  been  established  bj  ju- 
dicial decision.  In  the  case  submitted  to  tbe 
Supreme  Court,  its  validity  was  not  broaglith- 
to  discnsnon;  and  thoo^  the  dednwiof  tin 
court  mi^t  operate  as  an  estopper  in  tbii 
particular  suit,  it  extended  no  tKnatr.  Bt  did 
not  know  if  the  oconraoy  of  the  Une  hadertr 
been  queatioDed.  It  ^tpeared  from  tbe  itite- 
meats  of  gentlemen,  that  the  nnited  Bum 
Commisnoners,  and  those  of  Yirginia,  aped  ■ 
to  the  sources  oi  the  livers — and  this  line  nm 
between  them.  If  that  is  the  true  line,  then 
could  be  no  quesdon  as  to  the  expediencT  of 
the  bill.  He  wished,  however,  to  know  vbii 
assurance  tiie  Government  had  ^at  this  apraise- 
ment  would  be  acquiesced  in,  and  the  uproprit- 
tion  accepted  by  the  claimants  f  Had  uen 
bieen  any  negotiation  with  them  on  the  snbjectl 
If  not,  how  was  tbe  appr^sement  of  the  Tmud 
States  Camniarioners  otdigatory  on  thnn,  ud 
after  recMving  the  sum  in  the  bDl,  wbiLt  lun- 
derad  thdr  swl  pnoeetUng  against  the  roittd 
States  settlers  f 

Ifr.  KsBCKR  made  some  observatisas, 
were  imperfectiy  heud.  llieir  general  ta»r 
was,  that  Yirginiahad  never  questioned  Bobtre' 
line.  UcArthur  stepped  into  the  shoes  of  Vir- 
ginia, (having  purchased  her  warrants,)  and  ifbii 
claim  was  good,  it  was  obvionsly  just  to  satis(f 
it,  and  save  the  settlers  from  disturbaoM. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  smd  he  had  been  eo- 
goged  during  the  discussion,  in  thepetftvinuKe 
of  duties  assigned  him  by  the  House  in  anotbtf 

Eart  of  the  building,  and  had  not  heard  whit 
ad  been  advanced  on  either  side.  On  connng 
into  the  House  a  moment  since,  he  had  been 
informed  tiiat  his  colleagne  Qix.  Tmmm) 
had  imputed  to  him  improper  motives  v  cn- 
dact  in  his  connection  with  the  agreed  facts  u 
the  case  of  the  Lessee  of  Doddrige  u.  Ibnop- 
son  &  WHght,  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court 
I  will  take  it  kindly  of  my  coUeagoe,  (Mr.  W. 
said,)  if  he  will  now  repeat  what  he  did  say 
in  rcdotion  to  that  agreed  ease,  and  my  sgeuy 
in  it. 

Mr,  Thohpsok,  of  Ohio,  rose,  and  said  he  mo 
not  intended  to  cost  any  impntation  npcui  ms 
colleague,  (Mr.  Wbioht,)  in  relation  to  th*t 
case.  All  he  meant  to  say,  was,  that  tbe  com- 
mittee bad  no  evidence  that  tbe  agreed  ea» 
was  made  under  the  direction  of  the  GoTcn- 
ment,  and  if  there  was  saoh  evtdenoe,  thit 
neither  the  Government  nor  0»  Attomj 
ooold  agpee  away  the  fiwts  in  eontroveny,  vat 
make  an  agreement  in  Oat  case  wludi  oosld 
be  coDudered  as  afiteting  vaj  other  oaa^w 
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an;  thing  b^jond  th«  luid  claimed  in  that 

nut. 

Ur.  Vright  rammed.  "When  the  cjectmrat 
nit  Tss  brooglit  bj  Doddrige  agunst  Thomp- 
Kn,  I  was  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United 
States  ia  Ohio.  I  did  not  suppose  it  pertained 
to  my  ordiuarj  official  doUes  to  appear  to,  or 
defeod  the  suit.  Thompson  did  not  appear.  I 
vas  iostracted  hj  the  then  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  Ur.  Meigs,  to  appear 
to  tbe  suit  on  accoont  of  the  interest  <k  the 
United  States  in  the  qnestion,  and  so  ooodnct 
it  as  to  bring  it  for  decision  to  the  Snpreme 
Cunrtof  the  United  SUtes.  Under  their  in- 
itrnctioiu,  and  the  advice  of  the  Circait  Jndge, 
la;  nime  was  inserted  in  the  case  as  defendant, 
lepresenting  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 
Hie  maps,  patera,  and  docomenta,  which,  on 
my  jtort,  were  carried  into  the  agreed  case,  were 
famished  from  the  Land  Office.  No  trial  was 
had  in  Ohio.  Judgment  was  taken  there  for 
the  defeadants,  pro  forma,  and  tbe  case  re- 
moved by  the  pluntin  to  the  Snpreme  Oonrt 
here.  I  bad  no  interest  in  tbe  case,  nor  other 
ai^encr  than  under  the  direction  of  the  Land 
0£ce. 

Xot  having  heard  the  dlseossion  to-day,  I  am 
■taloss  to  understand  how  it  could  bear  on 
the  qnestioQ  to  inqoirs,  whether  the  agreemmt 
citended  beyond  the  case  in  which  it  waa 
nutlci  Bat  if^  as  my  colleague  seems  to  snp* 
pose,  it  has  bMn  urged,  that  the  /aet$  agreed 
in  tlia  case  referred  to,  embraced  all  the  lands 
l;iDg  between  Ludlow's  and  Boberts*  lines,  he 
L«  cvrtainly  correct  in  supposing  the  agreeement 
<litl  Dot  extend,  and  could  not  be  extended  so 
ff.  In  the  nature  of  things,  an  agreed  state 
of  facta,  in  a  cause  pending,  would  be  limited 
and  confined  to  that  cose,  and  could  not  t>e  re- 
lied on  to  conclnde  any  one  in  another  case. 
But  if  Uie  argument  was,  as  I  should  suppose 
it  probsble,  that,  if  the  legal  principles  settled 
hf  tbe  court  in  tbe  case  of  Doddrige  tf. 
Tbompsw  and  Wright,  were  the  aame  as  aroee 
in  other  case^  the  deddon  settling  those  prin- 
Qples  would  be  applicable  to  those  otiier  cases 
vhea  they  should  arise,  and  be  heM  ecHoeln^ve 
ipoa  the  Government  and  individuals,  then  the 
vpnaent  is  certainly  correct. 

I  have  no  design  to  engage  in  tbe  discussion 
a  the  question  before  tiie  committee,  and  only 
rose  to  make  the  atatement  and  explanaUcml 
hive. 

Hr.  CooKx  produced  a  report  made  to  tbe 
Knate  on  this  same  subject,  which  he  wished 
lod  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  WcBann  tmposed  this  measure  as  a  vio- 
Mhon  of  order.  The  gentleman  might  read  it, 
hot  tiie  House  could  not,  as  such,  order  the 
w«diB|  of  a  report,  any  more  tiuui  of  a  speech, 
lude  u  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  Vahce  Bud  that  that  document  was  not 
we  report  of  tbe  Land  Oonmiittee,  but  was 
drawn  np  by  one  of  its  members,  who 
wuhedto  haveit  adopted  as  such,  but  that  the 
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committee  being  equally  divided,  one  of  ita 
members,  C^r.  Yak  Dtkx,)  being  indi^KMed 
and  unable  to  attend,  who  had  formerly  been 
in  favor  of  this  bill,  the  document  was  printed 
at  the  request  of  the  member  who  drew  it  np^ 
and  not  by  authority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Vancs,  (in  whose  district  the  land  in 
question  lies,)  wishing  to  give  a  fnrther  state- 
ment of  the  facts  of  tbe  case,  with  which  he 
said  he  was  fUlly  acquainted,  moved  that  the 
committee'rise. 

It  rose  acoOTdingly,  and  having  reported  pro* 
greaa,  had  leave  to  rit  again. 


THtTBSDAT,  Jannary  11. 
Free  Blaei$  in  the  JHttrUt  ^  Colmilna. 

"Ur.  FowsLL,  fhnn  tbe  GtHnmittee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  which  was  Erected  to 
inquire  whe^er  there  be  in  force  in  said  IHs- 
trict,  any  law  which  authorizes  the  imprison- 
ment of  any  free  man  of  color,  and  his  sale  as 
an  unddmed  slave,  for  jail  fMS  and  other 
charges,  made  a  rej>ort  upon  the  subject,  in 
whicn  tbe  case  of  Gilbert  Houghton,  the  fieo 
man  of  eidor  from  New  York,  la  stated. 

Hr.  PowBLL  aoeompanied  his  report  by  th« 
following  biU: 

Be  U  enacted  by  il^  SewU  Md  Bhtm  cf  Rmrt' 
mUtUivte  of  tiu  United  Statu  of  America  in  Con- 
greu  ammbled,  That  whenever  anypenKm  shsU  be 
apprehended  or  committed  in  the  uty  of  Wuhing- 
ton,  or  Georgetown,  or  In  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton, as  a  runaway,  and  It  should  appear,  apon  exam- 
ination, that  tbe  said  person  is  enUtted  to  his  or  her 
freedom,  tbe  jail  fees  and  other  leal  expenses  of 
Buoh  ^q^henaion  or  commitment  snail  be  charge- 
able upon  the  corporations  of  (he  said  towns,  or 
connty  aforesaid,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  be  ctd- 
lected  and  paid  over  in  the  aame  manner  as  other 
public  charges. 

"See.  8.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  tbe  second  section  of  (he  act  of  tbe  State  of, 
Haiyland,  passed  in  the  year  one  thooaand  seven 
hnndred  and  fiikeen,  entitled  *An  act  relating- to 
servants  and  alaves,*  and  now  in  force  In  tlie  ootmty 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  as  aa- 
thorizes  the  commitment  and  sale  of  free  peiscma  of 
color,  for  prison  fees  and  other  charges  of  vppn- 
heoaon,  upon  auspiclon  of  their  being  runawaya, 
shall  be,  and  the  aame  is,  hereby,  repealed." 

This  bill  waa  made  the  or^  of  the  di^  for 

tO-nUHTOW.  , 


FmoAT,  January  12. 
SMohttUmary  PemUm«r$. 

Ht.  Wokthington  submitted  for  oonridera- 
tioa  ^e  following  resolntion : 

Beeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Hllltary  Fen- 
siona  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
^cians,  and  privates,  who  are  now  on  Ae  pendon 
roll,  in  conseqaenee  of  wounds  reoelved  In  the  Bev- 
oiudonsjry  War,  not  amounting  to  a  total  disabiUty, 
tbe  same  amount  of  peudoo  as  Is  allowetf  to  pemou 
of  the  aforesaid  nus  under  diaanlity  of 

the  highest  dagree. 
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Kr.  WoBTHiNaTOH  B^d,  that,  vith  the  permis- 
don  of  the  House,  be  voold  briefly  state  the 
reasons  wldoh  had  induced  him  to  saloi^  the 
leBolution  under  ccmtideratioo. 

It  will  be  Been  by  its  phraseology,  laid  he, 
that  it  is  confined  exdnnvely  to  the  non-com- 
misnoned  officers,  mosicians,  end  privates,  who 
were  disabled  by  wounds  in  the  severe  and  ar- 
daons  cffliffict  of  the  Revolution,  and  to  snch 
of  them  only  as  are  now  on  the  pension  roll. 
The  pensions  ^owed  to  the  commisuoned  offi- 
cers may  be  sufficient  for  their  decent  support; 
but  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  description  of 
persons  embraced  by  the  resolntioo.  By  the 
act  of  1816,  non-oommissoned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  laboring  under  the  hichest 
degree  of  disability,  are  allowed  eight  dollars  a 
month,  and  tot  disabilities  of  a  less  degree  than 
the  highest,  a  warn  proportionably  less.  Tinder 
this  provision,  whifo  some  receive  ^ht  dollars 
per  month,  others  receive  less,  according  to 
the  degree  of  disability.  Kow,  tlie  object  of 
the  resolution  is  to  put  them  all  on  an  equality, 
by  allowing  them  eight  dollars  a  month.  At 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1616,  this 
scale  of  allowance  might  have  been  proper,  but 
after  the  lapse  of  ten  years,  when  old  age  and 
wounds  combined,  amonnt  to  a  total  disability, 
tlie  reasons  for  graduating  their  pensions  no 
longer  exist.  Under  the  act  of  1816,  the  War 
Department  does  not  consider  old  age  a  disabil- 
ity; and,  although  a  soldier  may  be  unable  to 
procure  subsistence,  by  manual  labor,  in  con- 
sequence of  wonnds  asm  old  age  combmed,  yet 
he  is  allowed  only  according  to  the  degree  of 
disability  nnder  which  he  originally  labored  in 
consequence  of  wounds  alone.  But,  Ar,  inde- 
pendent of  these  calcalationSf  I  am  impeued  by 
other  considerations  to  mete  to  these  war-worn 
soldiers,  these  "  remnants  of  an  age  gone  l^," 
the  most  liberal  allowance.  If  any  class  of  cit- 
izens deserve  the  munificence  of  the  Govern- 
ment more  than  another,  it  is  the  one  we  are 
now  conndering.  It  was  not  for  mercenary 
Tiews,  nor  in  pursuit  of  a  criminal  ambition, 
they  arrayed  themselves  nnder  the  military 
standard.  No,  sir;  it  was  under  the  sacred 
banner  of  liberty  and  independence  they  bared 
^eir  bosoms  to  tiie  fury  of  the  storm.  No, 
lar ;  it  was  in  the  noble  cause  of  liberty  against 
slavery,  of  freemen  agdnst  tyrants,  that  these 
men  of  the  old  Roman  stamp  so  profusely 
poured  out  their  blood,  and  feorlessly  encoun- 
tered sufferings  and  dau^rs  almost  incredible  to 
the  generation  of  the  present  day.  These  men, 
who  entered  the  "imminent  d^^ly  breach," 
who  endured  misery  in  all  its  shiq>es,  are  now 
languishing  in  penury,  and  their  subsistence  is 
made  to  depend  upon  an  arithmetical  calcula- 
tion as  to  the  degree  of  disability  under  wliich 
they  originally  labored.  I  am  as  much  op- 
posed, scad  Mr.  W.,  to  the  extension  of  the 
pension  system,  as  any  member^f  this  House ; 
Dnt  the  HBsolution  contemplates  an  increase 
only  of  pttiraon  to  the  living  and  maimed  mon- 
umentBof  theircouitry'semfliunpatiou;  to  men 


[JUOABT,  1827. 

to  whom  you  and  I,  Hr.  Speaker,  and  all  of  ns, 
aro  BO  deeply  indebted  for  oar  civil,  rdigiona, 
and  politicu  liberty — in  a  wanL,  for  afi  oar 
happiness:  for,  without  these  faleannes,  the 
world  is  a  great  "wastes  where  nou^  bnt 
fiends  and  tempests  howL"  Sir,  it  is  to  then 
men,  laboring  under  wounds,  scaroely  yet  rica- 
trized,  and  bending  to  the  eartii  under  a  mper* 
incumbent  weight  of  infirmity  and  years,  that 
I  would  open  the  notional  purse,  and  gladden 
theret>y  their  last  days,  by  this  new  evtdenoa 
of  our  gratitude. 

Ify  resolution  is  emphatically  in  favm-  of  the 
common  soldier,  and  to  him  I  wish  the  atteo- 
tion  of  the  committee  to  t>e  directed.  I  hope, 
with  this  view,  the  resolution  wiU  be  adoptei 

l£r.  KoCoT  hoped  that,  before  the  Boose 
took  any  step  to  iuCTease  either  the  number  or 
the  amount  of  pensions,  Uiat  they  would  bare 
the  whole  case  before  them.  Knoh  of  Hm  grad- 
uated pension  to  whidi  the  resolution  referred, 
was  drawn  by  persons  in  wealtby  dreunutaa- 
ces,  who  did  not  need  this  addition  to  thdria* 
come — and  as  tor  those  poorer,  the  Hoose  may 
be  sure  that  they  would  relinqul^  the  gradu- 
ated pension,  and  accept  the  eight  dollus  per 
month,  if  they  could  show  that  they  ume 
within  the  provision  of  the  law  which  granted 
it.  This  entire  subject,  Hr.  McC.  said,  hai 
been  thoroughly  examined  in  1820,  when  tb« 
law  amendatory  of  the  first  pensicm  law  wts 
passed^ond  was  then  well  understood. 

Mr.  WoBTHiKOTOK  replied,  that  he  had  oftnd 
the  resolution,  because  those  who  now  received 
the  graduated  pension,  had  represented  it  » 
proper  and  had  applied  to  have  ttw  law  thm 
altered. 

Hr.  LrmjE  observed,  tiiat  the  refsolntion  did 
not  confine  itself  to  those  alone  who  were  in- 
cluded within  the  act  of  1818,  but  extended  to 
many  others.  It  included  those  who  hod  not 
been  on  the  Ckjntinental  establi^ment,  as  wtjl 
as  those  who  had.  He  thought  a  distioctioa 
between  these  classes  ought  not  to  he  made, 
and  he  ^ould  vote  for  tiie  reaolntion. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Jl^mnationtfX4u-0ak  7¥m&er. 

Hr.  WnrrK  submitted  the  following  iw^n- 

tion: 

iUtotMi,  That  the  Conuidttee  on  Kisval  JASa 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe^mey  of  pte- 
viding,  by  law,  for  the  more  effeetusl  preserEttioa 
of  tbe  live-oak  timber  on  the  public  lands ;  tnd  f1l^ 
ther,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  iA  fonuins 
pliuitations  for  tho  rearing  of  Urc-oak  for  the  fatan 
fupply  of  that  timber  for  the  Kary  of  the  Cmted 
States. 

Hr.  WniTB  said  he  was  induced  to  invite  tlw 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject,  from  > 
conviction  that  it  was  one  of  much  more  im- 
portance tlian  was  genendly  imagined.  Ee 
was  sensible  that  there  were  but  two  ways  bj 
wliich  the  Government  of  the  United  StsUs 
could  protect  itself  against  the  destrocticHi  of 
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ill  that  vsloable  timber,  and  the  consequent 
embairassments  it  would  produce  to  the  nation. 
Tlie  one  was  hy  s  epeeij  atlJtwtmeDt  of  all  the 
prirste  claims  denved  from  foreign  Gorern- 
menU  in  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  some  more 
effectual  pcovisioiu  for  the  preservation  of  thia 
timbor  on  the  pnblio  lands,  after  the  private  is 
Kparat«d  from  the  public  lands ;  and  the  other 
is  bj  form'ing  plantations  for  the  supplj  of  it 
for  fatare  emergencies  when  that  on  the  pabUo 
imam  shall  be  destroyed.  The  live-oak,  said 
Hr.  ia  bdieved  only  to  bo  found,  at  least 
in  uyqnanti^,  along  the  aeapCoaBt  of  the  TTnlt- 
ed  States,  south  of  £titnde  84.  It  is  the  most 
nlublfl  wood  used  In  ship  building,  being 
ncari;  equal  to  the  teak  in  durability  and 
ttrength,  and  much  superior  in  bnoyancj.  For 
timbers  of  ships  of  war,  it  is  universallv  admit- 
ted to  be  the  most  valuable.  The  British  Gov- 
enunent  is  so  sensible  of  ttus,  that  I  am  oredt- 
Uj  informed,  that  thej  have  actually  at  this 
moment  agents  engaged  in  the  Southern  States 
and  in  Florida,  in  purcha»ng  and  shipping  live 
oak  to  England,  oat  to  moulds  in  the  shape  of 
kneex,  heart-hoots,  stern-posts,  &o.  Acts  of 
Congress  have  been  repeatedly  passed,  for  the 
preserration  of  this  valuable  wood,  but  there 
an  be  00  doubt  the  quantity  Is  ra^dly  dimin- 
I4iing,  even  in  Florid^  whitui  appears  to  be  its 
^rwite  repon.  A  viae  policy,  that  does  not 
confine  its  views  to  the  present  moment,  but 
looks  to  the  future,  reqaires  of  tis  not  only  an 
ittention  to  tlie  immediate  and  passing  interests 
of  the  (lay,  but  also  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
fotare  benefits  of  our  country.  An  English 
geQUeman,  Evelyn,  is  now  considered  one  of 
the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  English  nation, 
for  lianng,  a  century  ago,  sn^ested  and  ezc- 
nit«d  an  extensive  plantation  of  the  English 
^'|1VJ-  oak,  and,  if  rlgntly  informed,  these  plan- 
tations now  form  a  port  of  the  penuanuit  pol- 
icy of  that  great  nation. 

The  growth  of  live-oak  is  eztoemely  r^d ; 
King  an  evergreen,  it  ia  naroely  ever  inter- 
nptcd ;  at  twenty-five  yean  of  ago  it  becomes 
foficiently  large  for  most  purposes  of  fdiip 
Mding.  It  grows  everywhere  in  our  light 
ondy  soil,  and  all  that  would  be  necessary,  af- 
ter transplanting,  would  be  to  keep  the  fires 
out  of  tite  tract  selected  for  the  purpose.  That 
tbis  13  no  visionary  idea,  I  will  mention  that 
the  suggestion  was  thrown  ont  by  one  of  the 
■tH>$t  practical  and  experienced  officers  of  our 
Xavy,  t]ie  President  of  the  Navy  Board,  on  his 
vwit  to  Florida,  and  it  will  not  be  thought  triv- 
^  Then  it  is  known  that  the  late  Emperor  of 
Ea^iia  (Ordered  his  agent  to  send  him  two  bar- 
T>.--9  of  tlie  live-oak  acorns,  for  the  purpose  of 
attvrapting  plantations  in  the  southern  part  of 
J|»  dtnniniona.  One  hundred  acres  would  con- 
JUn  two  thonsuid  trees,  which  might  be  plant- 
M  near  the  Navy  Yart  at  Penaacola.  The 
Uod  reserved  at  that  place  for  the  Navy  Yard 
aboands  with  young  trees,  and  the  ridge  in  the 
of  the  yard  seems  to  be  peculiarly  adapted 
to  sod)  plantationa.    As  the  oountiiy  ia  now 


[H.  or  R, 

situated,  with  unadjusted  titles  covering  lai^a 
bodies  of  land,  some  good,  and  others  viciousi 
those  who  wish  to  cut  the  timber  can  do  so, 
and  plead  a  pretended  title,  which  shields  them 
from  punishment  because  it  is  filed  for  decision 
either  before  the  commissioners,  or  is  referred 
by  them  to  Congress,  where  experience,  melan- 
choly experience  proves,  they  are  laid  np  for 
years,  honest  and  dishonest  claims  all  rejected, 
not  by  any  decision,  bat  by  delay,  and  afailnre 
to  examine  them.  As  the  subject  has  been  in- 
trodooed  to  the  oondderation  of  Congress  by 
the  President,  uid  has  been  referred  to  com- 
mittees in  both  Houses,  we  may  confidently 
hope  that  the  public  fjuth  of  the  nation  will  bo 
reoeemed  by  the  confirmation  of  vaUd  clidm^ 
and  that  the  public  domain  will  be  ascertained 
by  the  approval  of  the  good,  and  the  prompt 
rejection  of  vicious  and  fraudulent  claims, 
and  when  that  "  consummation,  most  devoutly 
to  be  wished,"  has  been  accomplished,  some 
decisive  and  enei^tio  measures  con  be  pro- 
posed and  executed  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  timber ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  an  ex- 
periment can  be  made  without  expense  on  the 
reserves  for  the  Navy  Yard  at  Pensacola,  for 
the  plantation  and  cultivation  of  the  live-oak. 

Mr.  IiroiUK  stud  that  he  eonridered  the  House 
as  indebted  to  the  gentlraoan  from  Florida,  for 
bringing  the  subject  to  its  notice ;  but  ho  was 
satistied  that  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
could  not  have  been  neglected  by  the  Execu- 
tive, and  that  some  measures  hod,  doubtless, 
been  taken  in  respect  to  it  Ho,  therefore, 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  as  follows : 

"And,  klso,  inform  this  Hooso  whether  any,  and 
if  iny,  what,  measures  hsve  been  taken  fbr  the  pre- 
semtion  of  the  some." 

Ifr.  Cooke  agreed  in  the  importance  of  pre- 
serving this  valuable  timber;  but  believed  that 
there  was  already  a  law  upon  the  subject ;  and 
it  would  not  be  very  becoming  in  the  House  to 
inquire  of  any  Department  what  was  the  law 
of  the  land  on  this,  or  any  other  subject.  AQ 
private  individuals  were  supposed,  and  bound, 
to  know  tiie  law — ^much  more  the  members  of 
the  Ledslatare  itself. 

Ur.  IxGHAH  said,  in  reply,  that  his  amend- 
ment did  not  propose  to  inquire  whether  any 
law  existed,  but  what  measures  had  been  token, 
by  ony  authority  whatever,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WniTB  explained.  The  law  docs  exist ; 
but  it  requires  that  the  timber  districts  to  bo 
guarded  must  be  made  known  by  proclnmationf 
and  the  lands  he  referred  to  had  not  been  pro- 
claimed. They  were  not  recognized  as  piihlio 
lands,  becauso  there  were  claimants  who  pro- 
fessed to  hold  title  to  them ;  and  though  it  was 
probable  that  these  titles  would  turn  out  to  bo 
vicious,  yet,  in  the  meanwhile,  these  claims 

firevented  the  lands  from  being  treated  as  pub- 
ie,  and  from  three  to  four  hundred  perM>ns 
were  upon  them,  constantly,  engaged  in  catting 
the  tim))er.  'When  qnestioned,  or  called  to  an 
account,  they  shletdeu  thonselvea  under  their 
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The  resolatioQ,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to, 

UoNDAT,  January  15. 
Polar  £!xj>edition. 

Hr.  'WoBTHiNOTON  soid,  tiiat  he  was  request- 
ed to  present  the  memorial  of  a  nnmber  of  re- 
qwctaole  citizena,  inhabiting  the  western  part 
cn  Maryland.  He  wonld  state,  In  a  few  words, 
the  oMecta  of  the  memorialists. 

At  this  enUghtened  period,  when  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  and  Russia,  were  pushing  their 
nautical  and  inland  discoveries  in  every  direo- 
ticm,  this  nation,  notwithstanding  its  advanta- 
geous position  on  the  globe,  its  immense  re- 
sources, and  the  skill  of  its  seamen,  looked  on 
with  folded  arms,  and  without  in  the  least  par- 
ticipating in  their  spirited  enterprises.  Bat 
the  memorialists  invite  particnlarly,  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  thorough  exploration  of 
oar  northwest  coast,  and  to  an  expedition  to 
be  fitted  out  to  extend  our  knowledge  of  the 
frozen  region  of  the  Antarctic  Circle.  The  first 
of  these  proposititms,  Hr.  W.  presumed,  was 
predicatea  on  the  Ifessage  of  the  Freiddeut  at 
the  late  sesaton  of  Congress;  and  the  seconcL 
on  the  recent  theories  of  Caption  Symmes  aiM 
others  on  concentric  spheres,  and  the  concavity 
of  the  earth.  The  exploration  of  the  nortb- 
west  coast,  the  memorialists  considered,  said 
Mr.  "W^.,  an  important  object.  Whilst  other  na- 
tions are  acquiring  fame  by  their  discoveries, 
and  perpetuating  the  names  of  their  great  men, 
by  calling  the  discovered  countries  i^cr  them, 
we  coald  boast  of  nothing  in  this  field,  bnt 
were  indebted  almost  exclusively,  for  a  knowl- 
edge of  our  own  continent,  to  the  genius  and 
enterprise  of  foreigners.  On  the  second  prop- 
osition, said  Mr.  W.,  the  memorialists,  no  doubt, 
conceived  the  recent  theory  of  an  aperture  at 
the  i>olcs,  and  the  concavity  of  the  earth,  not 
more  difficult  of  belief  to  the  present  age,  and 
would  meet  with  less  resistance,  than  ^e  sys- 
temsof  Copemions  and  others  enconntered,  from 
the  bigotry  and  persecution  of  the  clergy,  and 
the  infiuence  of  AristoUe  in  tiie  schools. 

A  polar  basin  is  becoming  familiar  to  the 
learned ;  and  the  same  degree  of  heat  at  the 
poles,  as  at  the  equator,  when  the  sun  is  at  the 
solstitial  points,  is  an  idea  long  since  entertained. 
It  is  probable  tliese  facta  have  given  birth  to 
the  recent  theories  I  have  mentioned ;  and,  as 
navigators  have  sailed  as  far  north  as  eighty- 
two  degrees,  and  some  say,  eighty-fonr,  the 
memorialists  wiA  the  expedition  fitted  out  by 
the  Oovemment,  after  exploring  our  own  coast, 
to  proceed  to  the  sooth,  aa  no  nftvigator  baa 
been  able  to  penetrate  in  that  direction,  farther 
than,  he  believed,  for  he  spoke  from  recollec- 
tion, seventy-two  degrees.  On  looking  over 
the  memoriaJl,  he  said,  he  perceived  the  names 
of  gentiemen  of  great  respectability,  and  of 
considerable  scientifio  attainments,  and  he, 
therefore,  conceived  it  due  to  them,  to  offer 
the  few  observations  he  had  submitted. 


The  petition  was  received  and  eommritled. 

Indian  Zand  Tiila  in  Arhantat, 
Mr.  OoirwAT  offered  the  following  re«^- 
tion: 

Jieaolved,  That  the  Committee  tm  JnSaxt  ASiSn 
be  instructed  to  Inquire  Into  the  espediencr  of  «• 
tlnguiflhing  the  Choctaw  title  to  lands,  in  the  To^ 
ritory  of  Aikonsis. 

Mr.  Haim  said,  that  he  did  not  know  that 
he  should  be  willing  to  oppose  a  rewdotion  of 
this  character;  bnt  a  bill  was  aboat  to  becsBed 
np  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affmra,  whidi 
provided  for  the  gradnal  removal  of  tiw  Indi- 
ans west  of  the  Misrissippi,  with  the  effect  ct 
which,  he  thought  Iho  reBolDti<Hi  ealeidatcdto 
interfere.  If  the  Indiana,  whom  it  is  the  pDipose 
of  Government  to  remove  from  the  easteni  ode 
of  the  river,  shall  see  that  any  part  d  the  Ter- 
ritory proposed  aa  their  abode  on  the  west  ade 
of  it,  are  already  about  to  be  sold  ^tbeUiuted 
Btates,  the  effect  will  be  to  fix  their  detenuna- 
tion  not  to  remove,  but  to  remain  in  their  pres- 
ent settlements.  The  resolution,  he  thoagb^ 
was  calculated  to  occauon  to  tbe  C<Rmnittce 
on  Lidtan  AfiUrs  troubto  that  was  unneoeesaiy. 
No  doubt,  it  waa  Interesting  to  the  peo^  dS 
Aricansas,  tJiat  the  Indian  title  to  lands  on 
the  west  of  the  river  ahould  be  extingiddied; 
but  it  was  the  interest  and  the  wish  of  the  Got- 
emment  that  they  should  be  removed  thither 
— it  ougljt,  therefore,  to  do  nothing,  and  to 
sanction  nothing,  wliicb  might  have  a  toiden- 
cy  to  fix  the  Indians  on  the  east  side  oi  the 
river,  where  they  believed  their  poaeessituis 
were  secure,  by  rendering  insecure  the  pros- 
pect of  possession  to  the  west  He  moved, 
therefore,  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  talde, 
but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  CoxwAT,  who  said  he  had  no  intentica 
or  wish  to  produce  the  smallest  emhafraiameDL 
He  knew,  and  the  gentleman  from  MiMSKppi 
well  knew,  that  there  were  mamr  winte  waaota 
who  had  settied  ca  tiie  landa  m  qnesnoa,  be- 
fore they  were  set  apsrt — and  if  the  Indian  title 
to  these  lands  conlo  be  extinguished,  the  land 
can  then  be  sold  without  impediment.  The  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  A&irs 
covered  the  entire  subject,  and  he  was  dearoos 
that,  when  that  bill  would  come  np  for  dieciiB- 
sion  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  com- 
mittee might  have  the  whole  subject  in  its  pos- 
session ;  he  wished  this  as  an  advantage  to  the 
cause  of  the  bill,  uid  not  as  an  impemaaat  to 
its  passage. 

Mr.  HIilb  insisted  on  the  ground  he  bad  be- 
fore taken,  and  renewed  lua  motion  to  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  thai  the  reo- 
olution  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


VxDSfiSDAT,  January  17. 
Tariff  tif  Dutif     WooUen  GooSm. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Maixabt,  the  Home  then 
reserved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  ctf  tite  Whola 
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on  tlM  itate  of  the  Union,  Hr.  Buohaitax  in  the 
duir,  lad  took  up  the  bOl  "for  the  altwatlui 
ffif  the  acta  imposiiiff  duties  cm  Imports." 

lb.  Muuirr  am  he  would  present  a  view 
of  the  mbject,  vhioh  had  been  pressed  upon 
the  considention  of  Congreaa  hr  memorials 
from  differaat  parts  of  the  United  States.  It 
inTolved  the  intereata  of  thousands,  and  to  a 
Tut  anM>Dnt.  These  mranoiiolists  were  from 
the  agricaltural  as  well  as  from  the  mano&ctur- 
ing  interests^  representing  their  condition,  and 
•^ing  most  earnestly  the  interposition  of  Gov- 
cnunent  in  their  fovor.  Without  fhrther  pre- 
Uot,  he  wonld  advance  to  the  subject  In  the 
fint  place,  he  wotdd  endeavor  to  ascertain  the 
interest  depending  upon  tiie  fvesent  question, 
fie  voold  not  be  nuirate  in  detdls,  ret  would 
expLuD  the  general  calonlattons  wMch  bare  led 
to  the  lesnh  to  whloh  he  had  arriTed.  He  had 
no  doabl^  fhxn  the  infivinati<m  ^Tan  to  the 
wmmitteiL  that  the  amount  of  capital  invested 
b  the  wooilen  mannfaoture,  ooula  not  be  less 
than  fortj-  milUcMis  of  doUws.  He  had  taken 
wim  to  obtain,  as  ftr  as  praetloable,  certain 
acta,  ta  pr^renoe  to  a  dependence  on  general 
opinions  or  estimates.  Woen  particidar  fiiote 
wne  obtained,  thej  became  data  upon  which  a 
ksqH  might  be  produced  with  sufBdent  cer- 
tUDtj.  it  appewed,  from  actual  examination, 
that,  east  of  tbe  Oonnecticut  River,  in  Hassa- 
dinsett^  excepting  cm  or  two  establishments 
west,  tbe  e^ital  aetnaDy  invested,  was  upwards 
of  flvemillioDs  and  a  half  of  doUars.  Berkdtire 
ii  said  to  ham  a  million.  It  was  inobable  from 
this,  that  the  whole  in  manafiKtiirea,  was  at 
least  ei^t  millions.  From  all  ioffwmi^on  that 
conld  be  obtained  from  all  other  quarters  of  the 
Unioii,  tbe  capital  thus  stated  was  one-fiitb  of 
lU  tbe  remunder.  Forty  millions  might  be 
considered  the  amount  in  the  United  States. 
Gentlemen  can  Jnd^e  for  themselTes.  We  can 
thns  arrive  at  sufficient  certainty  for  all  practi- 
cal purposes.  This  ci^ital  of  eight  millions 
employs  twelve  thousand  persons,  making  six 
tboasand  at  least  now  engaged  in  the  woollen 
trideof  the  United  States.  This  is  the  manu- 
ftctoriDg  interest 

Kezt  he  would  present,  in  the  same  manner, 
tbe  vahie^of  the  ^ienltnral  Intorest  In  the 
ftnt  plsoe,  he  wmM  consider  the  Ao^  ct  the 
United  States.  Many  had  estimated  the  num- 
ber of  sheep  at  fifteen  millions.  In  1830,  the 
BCD&ber  in  the  State  of  New  York  was  ascer- 
tmned  to  be  3,496,000.  Now  he  considered 
that  it  might  be  four  millions.  Oonsidering  the 
pest  numbers  in  New  En^and,  New  Jersey, 
I'ftansylvaQia,  and  Ohio,  and  West  Vii^nia,  he 
might  take  the  number  in  New  York  as  one- 
fovth ;  this  would  give  sixteen  millions  in  the 
Cnited  States.  Gentlemen  conld  fonn  their 
on  estimate.  The  number  mentioned  might 
be  too  high  or  too  low.  It  was  sufficient  to  an- 
^er  die  nreat  object  in  view.  He  conndered 
that  tea  millions  were  added  from  tbe  demands 
of  the  woollen  monnfhctnreB  1^  the  mannfao- 
taring  inatitntl«ia  ot  the  country.  In  estimating 


t}ie  Talue,  It  was  to  be  oonddend  that  the  manu- 
ftctnier  had  been  tbe  oftooe  <tf  adding  to  the  value 
of  the  flocks  of  the  oountitT*  It  has  been  a  great 
object  among  the  rulers  <n  the  most  enlis^tened 
nations  of  Europe,  to  secure  to  thouseives  the 
best  blood  of  tliat  valuable  race  of  animals.  It 
was  worthy  of  the  attentitm  of  the  most  dis- 
tingnished  and  intelligent  citizens  of  this  nation. 
We  know  that  immense  puns  have  been  taken 
to  improve  it  here.  The  best  of  the  Saxony 
and  Spanish  breeds  hod  been  introduced,  at 
great  expense,  by  the  most  patriotic  individaals 
of  this  conntiy.  Hr.  M.  then  estimated  the 
ten  millions  at  two  dollars  each,  and  considered 
it  a  low  estimate,  if  any  encouragement  existed 
for  tiie  raw  materiaL  Tbia  would  make  the 
value  of  flocks  in  the  United  States  d^nndent 
upon  the  manuiaoturer  to  the  omonnt  of  twenty 
milliona  of  ddllan. 

By  exact  KtuniB  from  establidimaits  having 
5,688,000  dollars  capital,  it  appears  tiiey  con- 
sume 6,986,000  lbs.  of  wool  40,000,000  dol- 
lars would  require  above  40,000,000  lbs.  of  the 
raw  material.  But  suppose  it  only  80,000,000 
lbs.  this  wonld,  at  86  cents  per  lb.,  be  above 
10,000,000  dollars.  Next,  Mr.  H.  estimated 
the  landed  interest  devoted  to  the  use  of  flocks 
in  the  United  States,  dependent  on  tbe  manu- 
facturer. He  allowed  four  to  the  acre.  This 
wonld  require  2,600,000 :  at  eight  doUars  per 
acre,  this  would  be  20,0K)O,OOO  ddlars.  He  hod 
taken  pdns  to  asoertun  the  value  of  land  in 
different  States,  thns  used.  Taking  New  Eitt- 
land,  New  York,  Famsylvania,  and  Ohio,  he 
thought  the  value  he  bad  estimated  not  too 
high.  Gentlemen  could  correct  him  if  in  error. 
The  result  was,  that  the  agricultural  interest 
had  at  least  40,000,000  doDars  involved  in  the 
question  of  protecting  the  domestic  mannfactnr- 
ing  interest.  The  capital  of  both  interests,  then, 
amounted  to  60,000,000  dollars. 

Ur.  U.  said  he  wonld  next  advert  to  tbe  ad- 
vantages of  wool-growing  to  this  country.  It 
gave  a  value  to  hilla  and  monntuns:  remote 
sections  of  the  nation,  now  removed  from  navi- 
gable rivers  and  good  roods,  would  be  rendered 
valuable.  Nothing  else  comd  be  produced  that 
would  pay  transpmiation  to  market  No  arti- 
cle could  be  produced  so  valoaUe  as  wod,  in 
proportion  to  its  weight  Those  portions  of 
New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  West  Virginia,  which  are  of  litti©  value  for 
gnun,  would  become  prc^table— valuable,  could 
this  great  staple  have  a  market  Some  of  the 
best  flocks  in  the  United  States  are  in.  Western 
Virginia.  It  has  already  found  its  way  to  New 
York  and  Boston,  and  found  a  valuable  market. 

Ab  it  regards  the  other  great  employments 
of  the  nation,  it  does  not  interfere.  All  our 
markets  are  now  fllled  to  overflowing  with  acri- 
CDltnral  products.  So  much  of  capital  as  has 
been  stated,  is  added  to  the  landed  interest 
So  mu(^  for  that  great  Interest  immediately 
dependent  ibr  its  prindpal  value  <Hi  mann&e- 
tur»I 

Allow  me  now,  said  IKr.  Majjjlbt,  to  show 
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how  much  other  branches  of  agriculture  are 
iotcrcsted.  He  asked  the  candid  attention  of 
gentlemen  from  the  Middle  and  Southern  Stat«s 
— he  would  ask  the  farmers  in  the  House,  to 
notice  the  statements  he  was  about  to  make — 
be  thonght  it  deserving  of  consideration,  how- 
ever gentlemen  might  £ffer  as  to  the  conclusion 
which  he  might  draw.  It  is  ascerttdncd,  as  one 
fact,  that,  in  one  manufectory,  where  260  persons 
are  employed,  above  800  barrels  of  flour  were 
coDsomed  in  tiie  year  1826.  This  was  obtmned 
from  New  York,  and  Petersburg,  Ya-j  and  in- 
tennediate  ports.  Again :  There  were  imported 
into  Boston  in  18361  281,000  barrels ;  of  this, 
Y2,177  were  exported,  leaving  209,704  for  con- 
snmption.  Mr.  M.  said  he  nad  taken  much 
pains  to  ascertain  the  quantity  imported  into 
ottier  ports  of  New  England.  Gentlemen  well 
informed,  those  concerned  in  the  trade,  had  es- 
timated that  the  quantity  imported  into  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
could  not  oe  leBS  than  three  times  more  than 
was  imported  into  Boston.  Providence  afltord- 
ed  a  vast  market.  A  great  amount  ascended 
the  Connecticut  Rirer,  into  the  centre  of  Masso- 
chnsetts.  Ur.  M.  said  he  had  estimated  that 
twice  as  mnch  xfua  imported  into  all  the  re- 
mainder of  New  Eni^and  aa  was  into  Boston. 
.This  wonld  give  ^9,000  barrela  ibr  domestic 
nse  in  that  section  of  the  Union.  Gentlemen 
will  decide  whether  this  estimate  is  over-rated. 
Tlie  value  at  $5  60  per  barrel,  amounts  to 
3,480,000  dollars.  Mr.  M.  said  he  requested 
gentlemen  to  notice  from  whence  this  supply 
was  derived.  lie  then  produced  a  statement, 
from  whence  it  appeared  that  119,202  barrels 
were  received  from  Baltimore,  91,000  from 
Vii^inta.  This  he  asked  gentlemen  to  notice. 
The  remainder  was  from  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  rest  of  the  coast.  Deducting  the 
average  omonnt  from  Boston,  wonld  leave  71,000 
barre»  <^  Virginia  flonr  fbr  Now  England,  now 
imported  into  the  tingle  port  of  Boston.  If 
this  is  one-third,  New  England  consumes  of 
Virginia  flour  218,000  barrels — worth  over  a 
million  of  dollars.  These  are  facts  well  worthy 
of  consideraUon  by  the  farmers  of  Virginia. 
'Bow  was  this  amount  of  agricultural  produce 
obtained?  By  what  means  was  paymmt 
made  ?  He  said  he  woold  leave  the  answer  to 
be  made  by  every  gentleman  for  himself. 

Again :  There  was  imported  into  Boston,  in 
the  month  of  December  last,  60,000  bushels  of 
corn  from  the  Southern  and  Middle  States.  In 
proix»rtion  to  the  estimate  for  floor,  the  amount 
would  be  almost  beyond  relie£  Gentlemen, 
from  the  fiuits  stated,  will  moke  th^r  own  de- 
dacUons.  Now,  fuud  Mr.  M.,  examine  the  ex- 
ports flour  to  Europe.  They  will  be  foand 
not  to  exceed,  in  1825,  B6,675  barrels.  New 
England  consumes,  as  we  have  seen,  629,000. 
'We  exported,  in  1825,  to  all  parts  of  the  world, 
813,000,  and  in  1826,  853,000  barrels.  Again : 
In  1826,  we  exported  to  the  British  West  Indies, 
114.000  bbls.;  to  Cuba,  109,000;  and  to  Brazil, 
134^000.  These  fweiga  exportations  we  cou- 


aidered  as  of  wonderful  importance,.  We  send 
now  and  then  a  cargo  of  flonr  to  Valpaniso 
and  lima.  The  arrival — ^the  price — ^lugh  or 
low,  is  reported  through  the  nation,  as  if  its 
fate  was  involved.  Bnt  the  steady,  alent,  tiI- 
nable  market  of  New  England,  attracts  no  pub- 
lic attention.  Annihilate  this  great  market, 
said  Mr.  M.,  and  the  immense  quantitr  then 
consumed,  to  the  quantity  which  would  be  left, 
let  the  efi^ecta  which  would  certainly  foUov,  be 
experienced  by  the  fanner  Yii;pnia  and 
Maryland,  it  would  seon  that  canTkinoD  nmst 
take  place,  that  the  New  England  market  was 
of  immense  odTontage.  DesSt^  the  nunniao- 
tnring  interest,  and  conviction  of  this  touU 
press  on  the  farmer  with  irreasUble  force.  Tbe 
means  of  the  North  to  purchase  would  at  once 
cease,  and  the  people  wonld  provide  fbr  Aem- 
selves  in  a  different  way. 

Allow  me  to  make  a  ronark  as  ^iplicable  to 
our  own  policy.  We  have,  on  one  occason, 
at  least,  been  carried  away  by  these  doctrines  of 
free  trade.  We  have  held  out  profiers  of  red- 
procity  in  trade  and  navigation :  Why  I  llie 
world  knows.  We  have  attained  that  skill  in 
navigatira.  that  we  con  meet  any  natiffli  on  the 
ocean.  We  now  very  btddly  offer  reciprocitj. 
This  Is  brao^t  too  Mtea  to  bear  on  other  in- 
terests. Why  do  we  offer  reciprodty  in  nan* 
gation  f  Because  we  are  confident  that  we  caa 
successftilly  meet  any  other  nation.  Bnt  sup- 
pose the  navigation  of  other  nations  was  crowd- 
ing our  port» — ^that  our  ships  were  oselcss  in 
onr  harbors — should  we  then  be  so  warm  advo- 
cates of  reciprocity  iu  navigation  t  Why  ik4, 
on  the  present  emergency,  allow  British  slips 
to  bring  from  England  here,  pass  on  to  tw 
West  Indies,  retom  with  cargoes,  and  then  re- 
turn to  England  again  1  It  may  be  cheaper  I 
My  answer  is  ready.  I  would  protect  our  nav- 
i^iUon,  because  a  foreign  rival  has  attraipt«d 
to  arrest  its  prosperity.  The  interest  and  repu- 
tation of  oar  conntiy  desnands  It  The  same 
protection  ahonld  be  equally  affbrded  to  all  the 
great  interests  of  the  natitm.  This  is  the  same 
reason  that  protection  shoidd  be  given  to  tba 
fabric  you  wear,  as  to  the  vessel  that  is  used  to 
bring  to  us  the  articles  of  use.  Then,  sir,  sud 
Mr.  M.,  let  us  protect  all  the  great  interests  cf 
the  country  that  promote  onr  independence, 
our  safety,  onr  prosperity — navigation,  com- 
merce, manufactures,  and  agriculture. 

In  conformity  to  these  views,  Mr.  M.  sud  he 
would  present  a  few  remarks,  as  to  the  partic- 
ular provisions  of  the  bill.  It  was  beliered  it 
would  ^ve  additional  security  to  the  mauofac- 
turer,  and  be  perfectly  compatible  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  nation. 

The  first  minimum  in  the  Un  is  placed  at 
forty  cents  the  square  yard.  On  narrow  cloths, 
which  cost  thirty  cents  the  mnning  yard,  a  daty 
is  now  levied  of  74  cents.  A  square  yard,  at 
the  same  rate,  10  cents.  At  a  minimum  fony 
cents  the  square  yard,  this  will  be  IS^g  cents; 
the  difference  about  3  J  on  the  square  yard.  It 
is  thonght  this  oaloulanrai  is  owrect.  Gentle- 
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men  'vill  examine  for  tbemselTes.  Flannels,  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  nmning  yard  at  preMnt, 
paj-  a  dn^  of  8^  cents,  ^oare  yard 
ceaU.  Diifemioe,  2iV  cents.  Whatever  maj 
1m  tbe  extra  cost^  we  may  be  asaored  that 
the  nuanfbetaring  establiahments  of  the  coon- 
trr  ire  now  rea^,  in  the  shortest  period,  to 
mroly  tbe  market 

NuTor  cloths,  costing  about  $1  76,  will 
come  under  tbe  operation  of  the  minimiun  of 
$2  50.  It  will  <qierate  as  the  price  descends. 
Tbe  effect  will  be  a  heavy  duty  on  tbe  lowest. 
Kot  a  greater  dnty,  however,  than  was  imposed 
on  cottons,  with  reference  to  the  average  price 
of  tbe  fabric  On  this  point,  Mr.  H.  said  be 
WIS  not  precise.  It  embraced  a  fabric  that  oonld 
be  at  oaoe  j^rodnced.  The  raw  material  on 
hand;  maohmery  idle;  activity  iofhaed  into 
that  now  in  operation;  wonld  soon  fill  the 
market  at  the  lowest  price,  if  tbe  mann&otnrer 
be  sore  that  the  fimoguer  would  not  inundate 
tbe  market,  under  the  inflnenee  of  the  "  tac- 
tics of  the  forei^  trade.-  Feeling  confident 
that  such  would  be  the  result,  he  was  decidedly 
and  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  tbe  proviuon 
Toold  be  beneficial  to  the  country. 

The  minimum  of  four  dollars  would  reach 
mother  class  equally  entitled  to  protection,  and 
coald  be  produced  and  afforded  at  fair  and  rea- 
Moable  rates.  The  dnty  would  be  applied  as 
^  as  it  reached,  and  it  was  thought  it  would 
toake  a  proper  average  as  for  as  regarded  the 
fabric  in  generoL  As  far  as  the  bill  went,  it 
would  tend  to  ^ve  stability  to  the  manufao- 
tore,  prevent,  in  a  good  degrae,  the  frands  now 
inrt&ed,  and,  above  alL  pve  a  solid  yrateo- 
tioD.  It  was  trw),  preci^on  ootdd  not  be  at- 
tiined,  but  no  danger  could  be  apprehended. 
Ai  it  T^pvded  the  additi<mal  end  progressive 
do^  on  wool,  Mr.  M.  observed  that  it  might  be 
oraadered  as  in  violation  of  the  maxim  that  a 
nw  material  ought  not  to  be  taxed  by  a  mano- 
factariog  nation.  England,  it  was  true,  had 
reduced  the  duty  of  sixpence  sterling  per  pound, 
to  one  penny.  Bat  we  must  bear  in  mind,  with 
that  dnty  she  imported  wool  to  a  great  amount. 
la  1821,  16,605,000  Iba.  weight 

1822,  19,058.000  " 

1S28,  19,366.000  " 

1824,  22,668,000 

It  is  evident  that  England  cannot  produce 
the  quantity,  nor  con  she  the  quality  of  wool 
demanded  by  her  maav&cturera.  It  may  also 
be  remarked  that  she  commands  the  ocean. 
She  is  secure  of  snppiT*  The  United  States  are 
^ereutly  placed.  They  can  supply  tiie  raw 
niaterial  to  any  extent  The  best  wool  can  bo 
STovu  The  safety  of  the  manufacturer  re- 
quires that  the  raw  material  should  be  produced 
at  home.  In  case  of  war  or  hostile  policy,  her 
dependence  on  a  foreign  supply  would  at  once 
be  her  min.  To  prodoce  it  at  home,  as  was 
before  remarked,  is  so  much  addition  to  the 
value  of  the  fanning  interest,  and  no  detriment 
in  any  oUier.  Tbe  supply  can  be,  wilt  be,  for- 
ced. By  adding  to  the  dnl^,  the  farmer  will 


have  confidence  in  the  market,  will  fear  no  bos- 
tile  attempts  from  abroad,  and  will  rapidly  add 
to  his  flocks. 

As  to  the  last  section  which  provides  for  a 
duty  on  irool  imported  on  the  skin,  Mr.  U. 
said  that  such  wool  had  been  admitted  firee  of 
charge.  Such  a  permission  was  not  intended 
by  any  laws.  It  nad  been  done.  Difference 
of  opinion  had  existed  on  the  subject ;  it  seem- 
ed to  be  proper  tiiat  a  provision  for  imposing  a 
duty  should  DO  made. 

Mr.  Oaubkkleito  said  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  reply  to  the  sentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr. 
Mallabt,)  but  that  he  rose  merely  to  move  that 
the  committee  rise.  When  the  proper  time  ar- 
rived for  vindicating  the  principles  of  free  trade, 
he  trusted  that  be  should  be  able  to  prove  that 
they  were  of  American,  and  not  of  BritUh  ori- 
gin—-that  they  were  beet  suited  to  our  condi- 
tion and  Institntions — and  that. we  treated 
British  principles  as  we  did  British  manufoc- 
tnres :  we  adopted  tbenl  when  it  was  for  our 
interest  to  do  so,  and  we  rejected  them  when 
it  was  not  In  moving  for  the  committee  to 
rise,  it  was  not  with  any  view  of  addressing  the 
committee  to-morrow ;  it  was,  that  when  the 
motion  should  be  again  mode  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  this  bill,  the 
House  should  refuse  at  least  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  till  gentlemen  had  an  opportnnity  of  in- 
forming themselves  as  to  the  frue  character  of 
the  biO — ^he  shonld  be  more  gratified,  if  the 
Uoase  should  refuse  to  do  so  alt(^ther. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  would  now  merely  state  the 
reasons  why  he  was  unwilling  this  morning  to 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  take  tids  bill  into  conrid- 
eration.  He  conceived  Uie  bill  to  be  of  the 
highest  importance — it  was  certainly  one  of  the 
most  important  measures,  in  relation  to  our 
tariff,  that  had  ever  been  proposed.  It  was  re- 
ported on  the  10th  instent— -printed  but  four 
days  since,  without  any  report  whatever,  and 
it  proposed  substantially,  to  prohibit,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  the  mass  of  woollen  manufac- 
tures. Yet,  notwithstanding  its  importance, 
and  this  rs^id  prepress  of  the  bill,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  had 
deemed  it  proper  to  call  our  attention  to  this 
important  measure,  when  tbe  members  (with 
the  exception  of  the  committee  to  which  he 
belonged)  were  utterly  ignorant  of  tiie  effect 
of  the  bill— and  before  uiere  had  been  time  to 
receive  any  Information  of  ito  practical  opera- 
tion even  from  tbe  City  of  New  York.  He 
confessed  himself  ignorant  of  the  effect  of  the 
bill  in  detul,  and  had  hoped  that  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  would  have  given  that  precise 
information  which  was  required,  in  proposing  so 
important  a  measure. 

The  gentleman  had  given  us  much  valuable 
information.  He  hod  told  us  bow  many  cheep 
we  had  in  the  country,  and  how  many  millions 
we  had  invested  in  the  manufacture  of  wool- 
lens; how  much  we  had  exported,  »id  how 
much  we  had  imported;  what  the  Chancellor 
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of  Exchequer  had  said,  &c.,  &c  He 
thanked  the  ^;entlemaii  for  his  able  speech,  and 
valoable  statistical  infonnalaoD ;  but,  vith  all 
deference  to  the  gentleman  frora  Vermont,  he 
had  not  given  ns  the  very  Informatioo  which 
we  most  wanted — ^he  had  not  toached  the  very 
pomt  aboat  which  we  wished  to  be  infiHrmed — 
ne  had  not  told  na  how  much  it  was  proposed 
to  increase  the  dntj  on  woollen  manufactnres. 
Mr.  0.  said  he  did  not  pretend  thoroughly  to 
nnderstand  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  but  he 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
one  part  of  it  [Mr.  0.  hero  read  from  the 
bill,  port  of  a  section,  which  provided,  that  all 
woollens  of  over  forty  cents,  and  under  two 
dollars  and  fifty  centa  valne  in  the  foreign 
ooontry,  shonld  be  deemed  to  have  cost  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  npon  which  TSltiatioD 
the  duty  should  be  ohs^ed.]  The  effect  of 
this  provinon  would  be  to  multiply  the  dnty 
every  time  the  value  was  mnltipued ;  and  an 
article  of  the  valne'  of  forty-one  centa  the 
square  yard,  being  valaed  at  two  dollars  and 
fif^  cents,  would  pay  six  times  the  duty  of 
thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent  ad  talo- 
rem :  in  short,  under  this  duguUe,  it  would  be 
charged  with  a  duty  of  two  hundred  per  cent. 
The  gentleman  from  Vermont  might,  perhaps, 
understatid  tiiis  provision  of  the  Dili ;  but  he 
believed  very  few  members  were  aware  that 
under  it  almost  the  entire  mass  of  woollen 
manufactures  oonsnmed  in  the  oonntnr  would 
be  prohlhited^-ahstdutely  prohibited.  It  would 
not  touch  mannfaetureB  ox  a  fin«  quality ;  but 
it  would  touch  tliat  large  amonnt  of  woitdlen 
manu&ctures  consumed  by  the  laborers,  the 
mechanics,  the  farmers,  and  the  mariners  of  the 
country- — nay,  by  the  f^a^  mass  of  the  people 
of  the  Uidted  States  m  every  section  of  the 
country — except,  indeed,  those  60,000  or  70,000 
persons,  who,  by  the  account  of  the  gentieman 
from  Vermont,  were  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  woollens.  The  biS  would  fall  heavily 
upon  the  consumers  of  woollens  throughout 
the  United  States. 

It  was  not,  however,  Mr.  0.  stud,  his  inten- 
tion to  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill.  He 
was  merely  stating  a  few  reasons  why  it  was 
not  expedunt,  at  this  time,  to  consider  this 
question.  It  was  not  a  time  to  tamper  with 
our  tariff  when  our  revenue  was  declining. 
Besides,  gentiemen  must  be  perfectly  aware 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  touch  this  sub- 
ject without  reviving  the  whole  question  of 
our  tariff.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  we 
should  be  called  npon  to  pass  this  prohibitory 
act  for  the  benefit  of  the  woollen  manufacturers 
of  Kew  England,  without  calling  forth  ap- 
plications, equally  well-founded,  from  other 
branches  of  industry  in  other  quarters  of  the 
country.  There  would  be  quite  as  much  rea- 
son for  Pennsylvania  to  ask  for  an  increase  of 
the  duty  on  bar  iron ;  and  were  he  a  Represent- 
ative from  Pennsylvania,  upon  the  piindple  of 
"redproci^  of  usuries"— if  this  prohibition 
of  wooUena  were  pwdrted  in  fay  New  Skigland, 
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he  would  propose  doubling  the  duty  on  bar  i 
iron — there  waa  full  oa  mneh  reason,  if  then  , 
was  any  at  all  in  dther,  in  the  <hw  as  in  tbs  ' 
other  proposition.    Gentlemen  must  be  abo 
aware,  that,  if  this  question  was  once  opentd,  i 
we  should  go  from  one  article  to  another,  u  ! 
we  did  on  a  former  occasion;  from  wodlen 
manufactures  to  bar  iron ;  from  bar  iron  to 
cotton  bagging;  and  as  we  were  then,  ve 
should  be  again,  three  weeks,  as  it  was  s^ 
a  gentleman  on  that  oceadon,  travdling  from 
Dundee  to  Inverness,  and  from  luTemesa  to 
Dundee.  He  thought  we  hod  had  quite  tam^ 
of  that,  and  that  uiia  was  not  a  time  to  rerite 
the  qn»tion. 

In  short,  said  lb.  0.,  the  question  is  shapl^ 
this : — Our  woollen  mannfiaotnren  find  thm- 
Bdvca  in  a  paralyzed  ccmdition,  with  a  large 
stock  of  their  manufactnres  on  band.  Tmi 
branch  of  industry  Is  predsely  in  the  am 
condition  that  w'e  find,  and  shall  always  fiiut, 
every  other  branch  of  industry  in  the  countiy, 
after  a  reaction  of  trade.  It  is  not  wly  the 
condition  of  the  woollen  manufacturer,  aad  of 
every  other  branch  of  industry  in  our  countrr, 
but  of  every  branch  of  industry,  at  this  ido- 
ment  in  every  country  of  the  commerrial 
world.  Oiu'  woollen  maonfactarcrB  have  in- 
creased the  cfl^itol  employed  in  their  bufUKES 
from  10,  as  they  themselves  say,  to  60  milliom 
— they  have  speculated  largely  and  aDwiwly; 
and  suddenly  and  nnexpeete^  find  thenwlvei 
with  an  immense  atodc  of  wo<dl«i  mui^ 
toree  on  thdr  hands,  which,  nnder  the  sludd 
of  a  monopol)^  nnder  this  general  prohibitioB 
they  now  aak  for,  they  would  hnTe  an  omorto- 
nity  to  dispose  of  without  loss  to  them,  but 
the  expense  of  their  conntry.  Is  not  eren 
1»an6h  of  industry  in  our  country  in  the  aane 
paralyzed  state!  Might  not  the  repmeots- 
tives  of  every  branch  of  industiy  make  tbe 
same  statement  as  to  its  prostrated  condition  I 
Might  not  the  representatives  of  the  agricaltn- 
ral  portion  of  our  country,  tell  yon  that  tbe 
farmer  has  one,  perhaps  two,  crops  of  wbeit 
on  his  hands  unsold,  and  solidt  oor  aid  to  le- 
lieve  him  frmn  tiie  losses  arising  from  asts^ 
nation  of  trade  ?  But,  Mr.  C  he  rose  not 
to  engage  generally  hi  the  deb^  If  th« 
Honse  uould  determine  seriously  to  eensdff 
this  question,  with  a  dediaing  revenue,  ssd  it  | 
this  session,  he  should  be  prepared  to  vindicste  i 
the  principles  of  fr«e  trade,  which  he  had 
always  advocated.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be 
considered  at  all.  But,  at  all  events,  he  hoped 
gentiemen  would  at  least  give  the  House  tine 
enough  to  understand  a  biu  which  prtqwsed  to 

Erohibit  tbe  importation  of  woollens  generally.  | 
[e  moved  that  the  committee  now  tiscL 
The  motion  prev^led,  and  the  oonmiittes  i 
rose  accordingly. 


TacxaDJLT,  Jannaiy  18. 
The  Sedition  lato. 
Mr.  KiMHTojr,  who  had  yesterday  made  an 
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Si^knn  if  Fir»  at  AUxamdria. 


[E.  or  B. 


VDsaccesstal  attempt  to  have  the  resoladooa 
eonnderad  which  ne  had  offered  on  the  2d 
JaooBfT',  and  who  had  then  given  notice  that 
lie  wootd  call  them  up  agun  this  morning,  and 
>sk  for  Uie  jeas  and  najs  on  the  qnestion  of 
coniideration,  called  them  np  acoordingljr.  The 
resolntioDS  were  read,  in  the  following  words : 

"Whereas  a  law  commonty  known  the  name 
of  tb*  Sedition  Law,  was  passed  by  Congreas,  in 
HMtwhieh  in  its  principka  wu  a  Tioktion  id  the 
Coutitntion  of  the  United  States,  and  in  Its  enact- 
■eotataiorsalfnitf  the  Ubertj  of  the  press:  And, 
Yberess  £ren  peniHU  were  indicted,  conricted, 
■nd  ntSeied  ic  peemiiaiy  peosltiea  tuider  this  law — 

"Beit  ntolatd,  That  it  is  incompatible  with  the 
clututer  of  tlie  QoTemmeDt  of  the  UoUed  States 
to  htn  its  Twtmsarj  enriched  witti  the  frnita  of  a 
liolation  of  the  apinl  and  letter  of  iti  eonaUtation. 

"Btit  iXertfon  remlvtd.  That  the  Committee  of 
Tafi  ud  Means  be  directed  to  report  a  biU  to  this 
HoDte,  which  shall  make  ample  provinon  for  re- 
Amding,  with  lawful  interest,  to  all  persons  who  may 
hn  niffisred  in  pecuniary  penalties  under  the  said 
liw,of  Jalj  14, 1798,  commonly  called  the  Sedition 
law,  but  entitled  *  An  act  in  addition  to  an  a«t  for 
thi  poidihmenk  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
&itM,*  the  amoonts  which  they  may  hare  paid  to 
the  leraeettre'  marshala  of  the  district  courts  em- 
povned  to  levy  and  reedve  the  said  fines ;  and,  in 
cue  of  the  death,  or  absence  from  the  United  SUtes, 
of  4ar  of  the  said  parties,  then  to  tbeir  legal  repre- 
ntatires,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be 
diljr  uthorized  to  receire  the  same." 

The  (question  on  oonaideratifHi  was  pnt  by 
the  Chair,  and  wnt  dedded  br  reu  ana  naja, 
TitoSO. 

So  the  Honae  reftued  now  to  oooddw  the 
nsointions. 

Safferert  &y        at  AUxamMom 

TSx.  VisKB  mored  the  fiidlowing  Jinnt  reao- 
ibQoo,  Til: 

AnBbw(  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreeent- 
MiTtt,  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
doUan,  be,  and  the  same  is  herebv,  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money,  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted, in  the  Treasury,  to  be  expended,  under  the  diree- 
tioB  of  tbe  Preddent  of  the  Uidted  States,  to  puiv 
ehue  food,  eiotUng,  and  otlwr  articlea  <rf  bidiBpcosa- 
Ue  oecMsitT,  for  the  relief  of  the  nnfortanate  aulIiBr- 
Mby  the  aeatmedre  Are  at  Alexandria. 

Vr.  U.  aoid  that  it  was  known  to  aH  the 
Honse  that  the  City  of  Alexandria  was  aK,  this 
nunent  bnrning,  and  that  a  considerable  por- 
tion it  womd,  from  appearance,  be  con- 
ntned.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  des^ation 
he  conld  not  now  know ;  bat  it  was  bnt  too 
certain  that  there  must  be,  ere  night,  many 
homeless  and  homeless  ftmilies,  whose  sitna- 
ti^  repaired  immediate  relief.  He  had,  there- 
fore, Introdaced  the  resolution  with  a  view  to 
meet  Uieir  distressing  condition  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

Kr.  DwToHT  saggested  to  the  honorable 
»0Ter,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  with- 
draw the  resolution  for  the  present,  nntil  the 
<)ttent  of  Om  iqjoiy  ihoold  ba  more  fiUlj  aa- 


certained.  The  House,  when  it  waa  in  posaea* 
sion  of  all  the  facta,  ooold  better  af^xwtioa 
their  relief  to  the  case. 

Mr.  HinxB  decUned  complying  with  the  ang* 
gestion  of  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  and 
moved  for  the  second  reading  of  the  resolution. 

yb.  Wood,  of  New  York,  hoped  the  gentle- 
man would  not  preaa  Han  seotmd  reading,  but 
wonld  consent  to  withdraw  the  reacdatlon.  It 
was  certainly  premature,  and  the  mode  of 
making  the  appropriation  olfjeetifnudde. 

The  Chair  an^ested,  that  this  mode  of  ap- 
propriation was  very  unnaoal-^but  wonld  order 
the  aecond  reading,  if  the  nntleman  insisted. 

Kr.  Mans  now  consented  that  the  reaolatioa 
ahonld  lie  ou.  the  table. 


Fbidat,  Junai7  Ift. 
Sufferers  at  AUxartdria. 

The  Joint  resolution  of  Mr.  Mmn,  propos- 
ing to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money,  not  ex- 
ceeding $10,000,  for  the  purchase  of  neoessa- 
riea  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alex- 
andria destituted  by  the  fire  of  yesterday, 
coming  up  for  consideration — 

Mr.  tfiNXR  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, 

Mr.  MiTOHKLL,  of  Tenneaae^  moved  to  alter 
the  resolution  by  striking  out  ten  (tlionaand) 
and  inserting  fifteen. 

Tho  Chair  pnmonnoed  tiw  motkm  not  nov 

in  order. 

Mr.  Stktbnson,  of  Pennsylvania,  inquired  of 
the  Chair  whether,  should  the  resolution  be 
reforred  to  the  Oonunittee  on  the  District,  they 
woold  be  restricted  by  the  terms  of  the  reaidn- 
ti<m :  as  he  thought  the  sum  of  |10,000  too 
small,  and  also  thon^t  the  money  ought  to  be 
placed  noder  ^e  oontnd  td  the  Major  of  Alex- 
andria, rather  than  the  Firesident  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  committee 
would  not  be  so  restricted,  but  might  report  a 
bill  in  snoh  fivm  aa  thej  Judged  moat  expe- 
dient. 

Mr.  Cambbeuno  so^ested  the  neoessity  of 
promptitude  in  whatever  was  done — and  aaked 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  at  once  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Ch^  dedded  that  this  would  not  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  PowxLx.  (Chdrmon  the  Committee  on 
the  District)  said,  th^  If  the  subject  waa  re- 
ferred to  that  committee,  they  ahonld  report  ft 
bill  in  blank,  leaving  the  snm  to  be  inserted  by 

the  House. 

Mr.  MiNXB  stated  that  he  had  had  a  conver- 
sation with  gentlemen  of  the  House  on  the 
subject,  and  had  proposed  thepres^  coarse  in 
consequence  of  that  conversation. 

Mr.  CAicBszLEsa  said  he  hod  Just  under- 
stood, from  a  member  of  the  Conmkittee  on  the 
District,  that  if  the  lalyeot  was  referred  to 
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tkcin,  they  were  prepared  to  report  a  bill  this 

Jb.  BuBOBB  Bud  he  was  as  willing  to  grant 
the  relief  proposed  as  any  gentleman  in  this 
Uall,  and  ho  had  no  doubts  on  the  conetitation- 
ality  of  the  act.  This  impression,  however, 
rested  solely  on  the  fact,  that  the  4^ty  to  be 
relieved  was  within  the  District,  over  which 
Congress  had  ezclusive  jarisdiction.  Without 
the  limits  of  that  District,  he  should  not  view 
fioch  a  relief  as  constitutional :  and  it  was  for 
this  reason  that  he  was  in  favor  of  referring 
the  resolution  to  that  committee  of  the  House 
which  has  pecaliar  charge  of  matters  relating 
to  that  District  alone. 

The  question  of  reference  was  then  put  and 
carried. 

Ur.  Bintan  then  moved  that  the  committee 
have  leave  to  rit  daring  the  sitting  of  the 
House.  The  motion  was  negatived,  (as  not  be- 
ing necessary.)   And,  immediately, 

Mr.  Powell,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
District,  reported  the  following  bill : 

"Jie  it  enaeted,  ke.  That  the  sum  of  doUars 
be,  and  the  Mine  is  herobr,  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
oat  of  an;  money  in  the  treasury,  not  oUierwise  ap> 
propriated,  for  the  relief  of  the  indlgeut  sufferers  by 
the  destnictiTQ  fire  in  the  City  of  Atexaadrio,  Id  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  be  distributed  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Alexandria,  for  the  immediate  relief  of  such 
class  of  Buflbren,  and  for  no  other  pnrpoae.** 

The  bill  was  road  twice,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  this  day. 

After  difpodng  of  some  other  business — 

Mr.  Powell  moved  that  all  the  orders  of  the 
day  which  precede  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
distressed  mhabitants  of  Alexandria  be  post- 
poned, and  that  that  bill  be  now  oonsidereo. 

The  motion  prevailed ;  and  the  Hooso  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  FiaDLAY,  of 
Ohio,  in  the  chwr,  upon  that  bill. 

Mr.  Powell  sent  to  the  Clerk^s  table  a  letter 
from  'William  Stabler,  an  inhabitant  of  Alexan- 
dria, (for  whose  respectobility  and  truth  Mr. 
F.  pledged  himself  to  the  House,)  giving  a  snc- 
cinct  statement  of  the  extent  m  low  suffered 
from  the  conflagration,  and  the  amonnt  that 
would  be  reqnirad  to  reUeve  the  snfferings  of 
tiiose  who  had  lost  their  homes.  This  letter 
stated  the  number  of  houses  destroyed  at  be- 
tween sixty  and  seventy,  and  the  sum  needed 
by  the  indigent  portion  the  snfferers,  for 
their  immediate  reUef,  by  food  and  dothing^  at 
$20,000. 

sir.  P.  said  that  he  had  been  an  eye-witness 
of  t)ie  awful  desolation,  but  would  not  attempt 
a  description,  to  which  he  felt  inadequate. 
One  thing  was  evident  to  all  who  knew  the 
circumstances  of  the  case ;  the  loss  had  fallen 
principally  upon  that  class  of  persons  whose 
little  all  consisted  in  the  implements  of  their 
trades,  and  in  their  personal  Indostry.  The 
object  of  the  bill  was  not  to  make  up  to  any 
the  losses  they  had  snst^cd,  bat  merely  to 
relieve  persuul  distreaa  and  mffoing.  He 


then  moved  to  fill  the  Uank  in  the  tnU  with 
$20,000. 

liie  motiim  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Buboes  sud,  that.  In  order  to  reader  it 
evident  to  all,  that  this  ^^ropriation  was  mait 
only  because  the  city  distressed  1^  witLia  tbe 
District,  he  would  move  to  prefix  to  the  M 
the  following  preamble : 

**  Whereas,  by  the  original  provirions  ot  the  Cos- 
stitatioD  of  tbe  United  States,  and  by  the  eestoo  tt 
the  IKatrict  of  Colombia  to  them.  In  rlHm  thmet, 
this  Congress  is  vested  vntb  the  sole  and  entire 
legislative  power  In  and  over  said  District;  and 
whereas  it  is  competent  to,  and  tbe  doty  o(  lU  tor- 
ereign  states,  holding  and  exercising  swb  pover.io 
all  cases  of  sudden,  great,  and  onaToidable  nim- 
ities,  to  Tetteve,  by  tepahdve  acts,  the  people  mSif 
Ing  under  such  calamities;  and  irhmaa,  m  tbe 
18th  day  of  Jannary  instant,  a  great  and  oiteii.qTe 
Are  (Ud  break  out  m  the  dty  of  Alexandrit,  lidua 
add  District,  and  destroyed  a  great  part  tbem^ 
thereby  devastating  the  property  of  the  opulcm, 
eonsuiniog  the  means  of  ue  less  wealthy,  ami  iixl- 
denly, in  this  indeawnt  season  f»f  theycar, deprir* 
log  many  of  shelter  and  snbsbtence:  TlieKi(Hc,Be 
it  enacted,"  Ac. 

Kr.  Powell  observed  that  it  wa^  if  in 
order,  at  least  very  unusual  to  admit  a  prcsip- 
ble  to  any  bill  pa^cd  by  this  House ;  and  in 
the  present  cose,  he  cotdd  see  no  nccc^atr  fur 
it,  becaoso  the  bill  itself  expresdy  stattd  thsi 
It  was  fbr  the  relief  ol  citizens  of  Aleian^ 
"  In  the  District  of  Colombia."  These  lut 
words  had  been  Introduced  for  tbe  veiy  end 
proposed  by  the  gentleman^s  preamble.  He 
bill  could  not,  in  this  form,  be  urged  as  a  p^^ 
cedent  for  grants  out  of  the  District,  tiul  be 
therefore  hoped  the  motion  for  a  preaml^ 
would  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  Buboes  siud  he  was  fully  satisfied,  cot 
only  that  the  House  hod  power  under  the  rt»i- 
stitution,  but,  thot  they  wero  in  duty  booud  to 
pass  the  bill.  But  he  was  desirous  it  ehccl-d 
appear,  not  merely  that  this  was  done  for  i 
city  "in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  hat  hf 
cause  that  city  was  within  the  District  k>  that 
snfferers  might  not  he  coming  to  this  Honer  fi* 
relief  whenever  any  calamity  hapjiencd  in  any 
part  of  the  country.  He  weu  knew  it  ira  cot 
nsnal  to  introdnce  preambles  to  bills;  hot  tlii 
was  an  nnnsual  case,  and  it  might  be  proper  to 
mark  it  as  snch.  If  the  House  shall  pas  tbe 
bill,  it  will  have  settled  the  conBtitntional 
tion,  and  it  will  be  proper  that  a  prcamlie 
should  explain  the  reason  of  the  act.  If;  hoff- 
ever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  friends  of  the 
measure,  tbe  proposal  of  a  preamble  will  oper- 
ate to  embarrass  the  bill,  he  was  vilUng  to 
withdraw  it. 

Some  dissent  being  expressed,  Mr.  Bntcn 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  committee  ru« 
and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hkbrioe,  of  Maine,  said,  as  he  btended 
to  oocnpy  the  floor  but  a  lew  ndnutes,  he  np- 
posed  ttuit,  in  accordance  with  common  pra^ 
tioe,  he  most  consnme  a  little  time  in  anno^ll^ 

Digitized  by  Google 


Svfftrtn  fiy  Fir*  at  Msxeadria, 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESa 


885 


Jluuir,  I8ST.] 

io;  to  tbs  Home^    I  do  not  riae  to  nuke  « 

tfeeeV 

I  nrteinir,  add  he^  havo  a  hish  respect  for 
Ibe  pidlaothropio  motiTes  on  which  this  bill  la 
ibomled,  and  hare  not  come  to  a  determination 
to  rote  against  it  M7  sTmpathies  are  strongly 
eicited.  Bat  while  this  bill  was  irader  uie 
todsidwatkiii  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Tbich  I  sopposed  to  be  the  usage,  I  thought  I 
betield  the  Dgore  of  a  man,  whran  I  have  never 
Ken,  but  of  whom  I  have  beard  conaiderable, 
ind  sud  BMnething — a  snffering  constitnent,  by 
tbe  name  of  Isaao  Fool — ^whicfi  addressed  me, 
in  a  Toice  probably  not  ■offloiently  andiUe  to 
be  bead  other  oratlemen,  bnt  being  qwcUdly 
Alerted  to  me^  f  distlnotly  beard  him.  His 
ipeech  was  as  fellowa : 

"Iiraa^  tome  few  years  rince,  while  in  ibe  parsolt 
of  niT  unal  aTooation,  that  of  a  shipmaster,  captur- 
ti,  with  tlie  Tenel  and  crew,  then  under  my  com- 
BiDd.  Aprizecrawwas  put  on  board.  Af«wda7B 
ifternrdi,  I  succeeded  in  recaptoring  the  vessel,  and 
lakiag  priaonets  of  the  prate^  and  brought  Uiem 
lEto  »  port  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  daUTered  them 
to  the  pr^MT  anthoritiea.  I  was  reeognlxed,  in  a 
btaTysom,  to  appear  ag&inat  them  as  a  witness,  and 
it\n  uDder  recognizance  for  two  jeara,  whereby  I 
<u  deprived  of  Ute  {vinlege  of  purauiog  my  usual 
ttocuion,  ibat  '  on  irliich  I  bred,*  and  my  family 
renvoi  to  as  great  distrera  as  those  for  whose  relief 
t^tnll  is  btendcd.  I  allied  to  Cimgresa  for  re- 
GeC  but  Instead  of  bread  I  received  a  atone.  Hy 
We  na  admitted  to  be  a  hard  one,  bat  It  was  s^d 
Eot  1o  be  harder  than  others  had  to  submit  to,  and 
ilut.  to  grant  me  reUef,  wonld  be  *  opening  a  door,' 
mi  'cjtiblidung  a  dangeroas  precedent.'  But  I 
uiQiabie  to  see  why  it  would  be  opening  a  wider 
*»r,  or  eais^JUng  a  more  dangeroas  precedent, 
tOT^ve  dbtieas  Incurred  by  acts  of  jdratea  and 
GoTenunents,  than  that  incurred  by  an  act  of  Frovi- 
^OM.  Other  places  are  equalljr  iiablc  to  tbe  dis- 
tresses of  conflagration  as  Alesandria;  and  must  I, 
vbo,  bj  acts  of  piracy  and  tbe  Qovemment  of  my 
coontiy,  have  been,  with  my  family,  reduced  to  pen- 
G7  lod  want,  be  compelled  to  contribute  a  mite  to 
'>!^r  relief,  in  evciT  article  of  comfort  which  I  may 

oi^jced  to  parebase  and  pay  for  by  that  kind  of 
flunnu  labor  Into  wUch  you  have  arbitrarily  thrown 
Be*  irso>t  me  nest  time  bo  'tried  by  fire.*  Be 
iv\  before  yoa  are  generous." 

Here  ended  tbe  speech  of  the  spectre — and 
Lore  ends  my  speech. 

Mr.  F.  JomcBON  aaid  it  was  always  with  ro- 
Indanoe  that  be  rose  to  address  the  Honse,  and 
especially  on  the  present  occasion,  in 
vLirh  was  enlisted  the  best  feelings  and  sym- 
P^tUiies  of  the  heart,  in  favor  of  a  snffering  and 
aii1ict£d  people.  Bat,  believing,  as  he  did,  that 
C')D|tres9  possessed  no  power  to  vote  away  the 
pultlic  money,  except  for  public  purposes^  he 
^tr  himwlf  constrained  to  oppose  the  bill.  He 
^lio  f^  na  much  for  the  snfibrers  as  any 
^ntleman  in  the  Honse,  and  was  as  willing  to 
■^tribute  Ids  mite  out  of  his  private  taam  as 
tnv  other ;  that  the  bill  proposed  a  mere  gift 
Of  grstaity,  and  not  an  orainary  act  of  legisla- 
tion in  the  District;  that  the  power  of  Con- 
pisi  to  dimose  of  the  pnblio  ninda  was  lim- 
You  xx^~as 


[B.  or  & 

ited,  in  his  estimatitm ;  that  Congress  bad  no 
constitntional  right  to  apply  the  pnblio  monej 
but  to  public  uses,  and  in  consideration  of  pub- 
lic services.  This  was  on  affidr  altogether  of 
oharity  to  individuals,  upon  neither  of  those 
grounds ;  that  the  citizens  of  every  other  town 
in  the  Union,  who  should  meet  with  a  like 
calamity,  had  precisely  the  same  clums  upon 
the  charity  of  the  Home.  He  oonld  not  vote 
for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bunt  aald  fliat  he  regretted  much  to 
find  an  opporition  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  aa 
he  hoped  It  wonld  have  passed  by  a  unanimoni 
vote.  I  cannot  agree  to  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentncky,  (Mr,  Jonir- 
BON,)  who  op^e^  this  bill  upon  constitutional 
grounds.  I  did  not  expect,  said  Mr  B.,  to  meet 
with  cold  constitntional  objections  upon  a  sub^ 
joct  like  the  present,  calculated  to  excite  the 
warmest  and  tenderest  feelings  of  the  heart. 
This  objection  is  not  tenable.  When  was  it 
ever  contended  before,  that  Congress  had  not 
the  power  embraced  in  this  hill?  Sir,  the 
Oovemment  has  often  gone  beyond  the  princi- 
ples of  this  bill,  and  we  never  heard  of  consU- 
tntional  donbts.  As  &r  oa  laws  have  estab- 
lished precedents,  we  have  enon^  of  them  to 
guide  us.  May  I  be  permitted  to  refer  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Johnson)  and  this  Honse  to  the 
acts  extending  relief  to  the  reftagees  from  Sb 
Domingo,  to  the  sufferers  of  Caraecas  from  an 
earthquake,  to  the  relief  given  to  those  who 
lost  their  property  by  the  earthquake  of  1813, 
at  New  Madrid,  on  the  ilHssissippi,  and  to  tbe 
appropriation  made  lost  year,  of  $20,000,  to 
relieve  the  starving  situation  of  the  Creek  In- 
dians. These  precedents  extend  beyond  the 
principles  embraced  in  this  bill ;  for  they  not 
only  extend  to  the  States  of  this  Confederacy, 
but  to  foreign  countries.  And  e^oII  it  now  be 
triumphantly  said,  that  Congreaa  cannot  asust 
the  unfortunate  of  the  District  of  Colombia, 
over  which  it  olone  has  jnriBdiotlon  ?  I  hope 
not.  I  trtist  that  this  oljection  will  not  arrest 
the  benevolent  feelings  which  liave  prompted 
this  measure,  which  will  be  so  Ratifying  to 
onr  constituents,  and  that  one  voice  only  will 
be  hcu^  arid  that  voice  be  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  that  immediate  asdstance  will  be  {^ven  to 
tbe  unfortunate  sufferers. 

Mr.  McCoT  knew  very  well,  he  said,  that 
precedents  cotild  be  produced  for  almost  any 
thing.  But  the  House  was  not  governed  by 
them,  however  numerous.  It  must  act  accord- 
ing to  its  convictions  of  propriety.  For  him- 
self, he  was  sorry  that  he  was  constrained  t* 
vote  against  Uie  bill.  Ho  he  believed,  aa 
strong  symnatiiy  with  those  who  had  been  de- 
prived «r  tneir  homos  at  such  a  season,  as  ant 
of  those  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  bilL 
The  gentlemen  professed  to  derive  their  au- 
thority from  that  clause  of  the  constitntion 
which  gives  Congress  exclusive  power  of  legla- 
lation  over  the  District  of  Columbia;  bnt  a 
good  rule  should  work  both  wa^s.  He  admits 
ted  that  Congress,  as  the  Legislature  of  th6 
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Btatee,  mieht  tax  the  people  committed  to  their 
care,  for  the  benefit  of  sufferers,  if  it  thought 
proper ;  bnt  not  that  it  might  tax  the  States 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  this  Distriot,  He 
could  not  consent  that  Congress  should  make  a 
donation  in  this  District  which  it  would  refuse 
in  any  al  tike  States.  He  was  aware  that  some 
gentlemen  thought  Congress  might  applj  the 
pnblio  monoT  to  any  oltJect  th^  uiought 
proper ;  but  he  was  m  a  very  difiSarent  opin- 
fon.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  distress,  in  this 
case,  was  very  great ;  but  he  would  rather  see 
a  subscription  paper  handing  about  the  House, 
than  hear  gentlemen  advocatinff  such  a  bill. 
In  the  one  case,  he  would  go  as  ur  as  any,  but 
he  was  opposed  to  disposing  of  the  public 
snoney  for  such  purposes.  He  did  not  beliere 
tjiat  the  General  Government  was  ever  estab- 
lished for  BQch  an  end,  and  if  it  began,  there 
was  no  limit  to  the  demands  that  might  be 
made  upon  its  charity.  As  to  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation,  he  had  no  oljeotions.  He 
thought  the  sum  as  small  as  could,  wi^  any 
propriety,  be  given.  But  to  the  principle  he 
objected  altogether. 

Mr.  Nbwtox  called  for  the  reading  of  tlie 
act  appropriating  $60,000  for  the  purpose  of 
Bedding  provisions  for  the  relief  of  the  people 
of  Oaraccas,  in  South  America,  when  sufTermg 
from  earthquakes  and  consequent  famine.  The 
act  of  1812  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  SrBVEMsoif,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  address 
the  House.  He  hod  never  been  called  upon  to 
discharge  a  public  duty,  in  which  his  Judgment 
and  feelings  were  more  directly  opposed,  than 
in  the  present  instance.  No  man  upon  that 
floor  sympathized  more  sincerely  and  more 
deeply  in  the  recent  calamity  which  had  over- 
spread a  pcfftioa  of  the  IXstrict,  than  he  did, 
sod  no  one  would  more  wilUoriy  eontribnte  as 
an  in^vidoal  to  {^ve  relief  and  succor  to  the 
nnhappy  sufferers  over  whom  desolation  had 
q>reaa  its  ravages.  The  measure  of  this  relief^ 
be  sud^ould  DC  only  limited  by  his  ability  to 
give.  He  would  pour  out  freely  his  individual 
lands,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  heal  the  broken 
heart,  and  administer  consolation  to  these  nn- 
happy sufferers.  But  he  had  other  and  higher 
duties  to  perform,  than  the  indulgence  of  his 
B^pathies.  He  could  not,  as  a  Representa- 
tive upon  this  floor,  permit  his  judgment  to 
yield  to  his  sympathies,  and  himself  to  be  hur- 
ried by  a  gnst  of  generous  and  noble  feeling 
into  the  exercise  or  a  dangerous  and  nn consti- 
tutional power.  The  power,  Mr.  S.  sud, 
whidi  must  be  sostained  by  the  House  before 
this  bill  cotdd  pass,  was,  in  his  view,  one  of 
ngantio  and  alarming  extent,  and  might  be 
nereafter  resorted  to  as  a  most  dangerous  pre- 
cedent. It  went  to  the  extent  of  unlimited 
sovereignty  in  the  General  Government  over 
the  District  of  Colambia,  and  to  the  right  of 
appropriating  the  national  funds,  for  any  and 
every  purpose,  unrestrained  and  nnlimitecl  but 
by  the  discretion  of  Congress.  These  powers 
lie  could  never  admit.   He  was  forced^  there- 


fore,  to  resist  then,  npon  this  occorion,  or  to 
renounce,  forever,  aU  those  principles  and  opin- 
ions which  he  had  heretofore  cheri^ed  utd 
held  sacred,  and  npon  wliich  he  had  hereto- 
fore acted.  Thns  situated,  he  had  no  choice  to 
make,  and,  painfiil  as  it  was,  he  most  rote 
ag^nstthe  bilL 

Mr.  Oabsoh  said,  that,  under  the  state  d 
feeling  in  whidi  he  now  was,  he  fbrntd  it  im- 
posrible  to  remain  rilent   If  he  had  not  n- 
paired  to  the  scene  of  distress,  and  witeeoed  it 
with  his  own  eyes,  he  mi^t  periisos  hive  1m(0  i 
in  a  situation  coldly  to  reflect  od  ids  owuttta-  | 
tional  duty ;  but,  as  it  was,  be  felt  eqnsIlT  no-  ; 
able  and  indisposed  to  go  into  any  nice  difcm-  | 
sions  on  that  subject.   He  waa  not  a  lawyer, 
and  his  opinions,  if  ever  so  decided,  vere  not 
to  be  relied  on  where  nice  legal  distiDctKca 
were  involved.    But  he  felt,  whetlier  froa 
sympathy  or  some  other  cause,  strongly  im- 
pelled to  vote  in  favor  of  this  bilL  'Wheo  he 
had  last  night  returned  from  the  mKAingniu 
of  Alexandria,  and  had  laid  him  down  at  nigbt 
upon  his  bed,  he  could  not  bnt  reflect  os  ^ 
situation  of  many  of  his  f^ow-braigs,  vbo 
had  the  ni^t  before  slept  in  securitj,  and  ^ 
night  had  not  where  to  lay  their  hesAi,  wbo 
h^  that  very  morning  risen  in  comfoitaU^. 
perhaps  affluent  circumstances,  and  at  ciflit 
found  themselves  without  a  doUar  in  the  vortd. 
He  had  seen  beautiful  edifices,  equal,  fome  of 
them,  to  almost  any  in  this  metropoUa,  tun- 
bling  into  mins :  he  had  seen  delicadc  feinalt^ 
as  well  bred,  and  as  well  dreraed,  as  were  anj- 
where  to  be  found,  throwing  themselves  into 
the  ranks,  and  handing  water  till  their  handi 
were  stiffened  with  ice,  and  their  limbs  viih 
the  cold,  and  who  refused  to  retire  from  tbdr 
post,  though  repeatedly  uiged  to  do  sa  Sta 
witnesdng  a  scene  <»  suffering  and  distna 
like  this,  he  was  unable  to  r^Ftoe  his  assent  to 
the  bill.   He  had  listened  wi^  attenUon  to  tlu 
objections  urged.   If  inclined  to  pin  his  futh 
on  the  sleeve  of  any  man,  be  womld  choose  the  | 
gentlman  from  Virginia,  on  his  right  (Mr.  j 
Stevenson)— but  he  could  not  in  this  instiEce  i 
coincide  with  him  in  sentiment.  He  bad  >!^^ 
for  a  distinction  between  the  District  of  Co-  ' 
lumbia  and  other  territories  under  the  cootrd  i 
of  the  General  Government.    Mr.  C.  wo"^  j 
answer  -the  inquiry  by  observing,  that  all  the  | 
teritories  had  delegates  to  represent  tli«r  vbh-  j 
cs,  and  to  take  chuve  of  their  interests  on  this  , 
floor ;  bat  the  peopto  of  the  District  of  Cdmn-  : 
bia  had  none  to  represent  them  but  the  RepR' 
sentatives  of  the  people  at  large.  The  Itfttf* 
therefore,  had  the  strongest  daim  upon  the 
care  and  liberality  of  the  House.   Aleiandm.  ! 
that  was  in  this  case  the  sufferer,  had  alreaJ; 
lost  much  by  the  operation  of  the  FedcrJ  Con-  ; 
Btitution.   She  had  lost  her  wealth  and  her  ; 
commercial  standing.  Under  the  General 
emment,  this  city  had  sprung  op  by  her  ade.  j 
as  a  powerful  and  SDCce^iu  rival  She  vtf  ' 
already  sinking,  when  the  fire  of  yesterday  bid 
given  ahuoat  a  death-blow,  la  each  cvcsb- 
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Bttoces,  could  the  House  think  of  refusing  to 
the  wretched  sufferers  sach  a  Bom  &a  twenty 
tbonsind  dollars?  a  sum  scarce  eofficieat  to 
por^iase  beds  for  all  who  wen  withoat  anj. 

ib.  Abohbb  wonld  obtrude  for  a  very  short 
time  OB  die  attentim  (tf  the  Hoose.  Ho  had 
b«cD  not  vnwilfingi  oonoeding  to  the  rapid 
progress  desired  for  it  hy  its  mends,  to  have 
giTHi  a  silent  vote  on  the  bill.  This  the  coarse 
of  the  debate,  however,  had  now  rendered  im- 
posnble.  He  shonld  Tote  for  the  biU—yMd  it 
tus  cordial  support— -but  not  on  the  grounds 
vhich  had  been  stated,  and  especially  by  the 
gentleman  from  Lonisiana,  (Mr.  Bbxnt.)  If 
those  were  to  be  eonndered  as  the  real  grounds 
of  its  Tindication,  his  reprobation  of  the  meas- 
ure would  be  infiQitely  more  cordial  than  his 
nppwt ;  as  the  dnty  he  owed  to  the  conatitn- 
tioo,  Baperseded  any  elium,  however  impera- 
tive, which  could  be  ftmnwd  on  the  office  of 
hamaaity.  He  owed  it,  thwelin^  to  his  poJIit- 
icil  priudples,  and  to  his  personal  condstency, 
to  explun  the  real  groonaa  on  which  his  sup- 
port  was  rendered.  That  this  Ooremment 
posessed  authority  to  appropriate  the  resources 
it  the  Union  at  discretion,  he  utterly  denied. 
He  protested  against  it  as  a  doctrine  which  iu- 
TdTed  in  its  plain  results  the  absolute  snbver- 
ncflt  of  all  the  limitations  of  the  coustitaUon. 
With,  an  unrestricted  authority  as  respected  the 
^plication  of  money,  the  idea  of  circumscrip- 
tutt  to  the  objecta  and  scope  of  this  authority, 
Tu  illusory  and  nidL  There  might  be  limita- 
tioiia  as  respected  the  amount,  but  not  the 
Sfhen.  This  would  spread  everywhere — ^be 
IS  ilHnutaUe  as  the  wind.  Iliis  Government 
bad  not  ombtd  over  tSL  oljeetB  which  the  State 
Govenunents  onttrolled.  TMs  wonld  be  in- 
amnstent  witli  the  ve^  uatare  and  name  of  a 
Federative  BjeteiDf  which  was  set  up  for  par- 
ticalar  specific  puipoaes  only,  as  every  one  ac- 
knowledged. Tlirae  purposes,  it  might  be  siud, 
v«re  not  susceptible  of  accurate  and  unques- 
tiraed  ascertainment  Admit  this  to  be  so,  yet 
there  were  lines  which  it  was  impossible,  with- 
oat  a  gross  abuse  of  reason  and  deviation  from 
fur  conduct,  to  transcend.  Functions  could 
not  be  inferred  as  ^propriated  to  the  specific 
antbority,  which  the  State  aud  constituent  au- 
thorities were  competent,  without  (question,  to 
^i»baqge  wiUi  equal  or  greater  fKohty  and  ad- 
vantage for  thamadves.  This  would  be  out- 
nrio^  an  acknowledged  nincdide  in  relation  to 
inmvidnaU  and  poUtical  depositories.  Govem- 
ueati  were  more  Jealous  d  their  authority 
thaa  individuals.  The  State  Governments  did 
Dot  require  an  auxiliary ;  there  was  not  a  new 
and  farther  authority,  a  twenty-fifth  govern- 
ment, to  exercise  the  function  of  disbursement 
of  tin  public  money.  Tbis,  surely,  the  State 
GoTcmments  were  competent  to  do  for  th^- 
selres,  and  the  function  was  not,  therefore,  to 
lie  couKidered  as  transferred  ^nerolly,  for  all 
pBrposea,  without  reserve,  without  restrunt. 
This  was  no  conolusioa  of  met^hyrical  subtle- 
^,  but  of  ^-^w™*"*  undflsstanding.  Aa  to  the 
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precedent  which  had  been  mentioned,  how  was 
precedent  to  operate  on  a  question  of  constitu- 
tion ?  Its  o^ratiou  waa  on  opinion  and  Judg- 
ment, not  pnnoiple  and  oonsoienoe.  No  man's 
opinion  could  bmd  another's  principles.  Pre- 
cedents operated  in  jodic^  tribanus  because 
the  object  of  this  Judication  waa  to  obt^  uni- 
formity of  deciaion.  In  a  lepalative  Jurisdifr 
tion,  they  had  no  binding  operation,  berause  the 
purpose  in  these  was  not  so  much  to  fix  as  to 
vary  decision,  till  it  was  supposed  to  have  at- 
tained correotnessj  and  even  to  oonfonn  to  the 
perpetual  fiuctuations  of  opinion.  Precedents, 
then,  in  these  jurisdictitHis,  were  nothing  aa 
regiuded  their  authority.  The  precedents  re- 
lied on  in  the  present  instance,  would  be  of  uo 
force  even  in  courts :  for  the  point  which  was 
now  presented  had  not,  as  Hr.  H.  believed, 
been  made ;  and  it  was  the  mle  of  courts,  in 
this  respeo^  that  the  queetion  in  dilute  must 
have  boan  agitated,  to  g^ve  to  the  decdnon  tha 
character  of  precedent.  The  argument  from 
precedent  proved  nothing,  therefore,  in  this 
case,  if  it  could  do  so  in  any  of  the  same  kind. 
The  right  to  ^ve  the  money  which  was  now 
asked  from  our  humanity,  was  not  dependent 
Hr.  A.  said,  on  any  such  unwarranted  doctrine 
as  this  he  bad  been  examining.  If  it  were,  he 
wonld  be  behind  no  man  in  renonnciug  and  in 
denouncing,  instead  of  acceding  to  it  We  had 
no  power  to  bestow  the  money  of  the  Uuionf 
on  all  olyects  and  occasions,  at  our  discretion, 
however  strong  the  appeal  these  olgects  and 
occanona  might  address  to  us.  We  could  only 
bestow  this  money  for  the  clearly  defined  ob- 
jecta (tf  the  IJidon.  It  was  not  that  the  pre- 
servation and  good  order  and  prosperity  of  this 
District,  as  of  the  territories  or  otner  plaora  in 
which  Congress  exennse  exoluMve  Juriadiction, 
was  one  of  the  clearly  defined  otjecta  of  the 
Union,  committed  to  the  Government,  in  the 
due  advancement  of  which  its  interest  was  un- 
questioned— even  this  ground  was  not  essential 
to  vindicate  the  appropriation  which  was  now 
proposed.  But  we  were  a  Legislature  for  the 
District  as  well  as  for  the  Union.  Our  larger 
functions  did  not  exclude  and  swallow  up,  and 
annihilate  the  less.  If  it  were  a  paramount,  it 
was  not  an  absorbing  function.  But,  as  the 
Legislature  of  the  District  our  power  to  sus- 
tain and  to  burthen  must  be  oomlative.  We 
might  tax  w^out  any  other  limit  than  diacre' 
tion.  We  had  a  power  not  ovlj  as  large,  hut 
larger,  and  thoi^fh  not  unbounded,  yet  leaa 
bounded,  than  that  of  any  State  Government 
within  its  limits.  Conld  our  power  be  of  this 
character,  to  take  the  money  of  the  people  of 
the  District,  and  yet  the  power  be  deided  us  to 
return  to  them  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  it, 
to  advance  them  in  prosperity — to  sustun  them 
in  affliction  ?  What  Bort  of  a  mockery  was  it 
to  talk  of  a  Government  without  such  a  recl- 

Enxnty  of  power,  and  that  too,  in  the  heart  and 
osom  of  a  community  of  freemen  1  Nobody 
denied  our  power  to  tax ;  nor  that  we  did  tax 
tha  Diatriot  in  jveoiaelf  the  aame  iraj  in  whioh 
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ve  did  eveiy  other  porUoa  of  the  coontry— all 
oar  taxation  might  be  said  to  be  derired  from 
indirect  aonrcea  at  jvesent  A  friend  near  him, 
"Mr.  A.  add,  snggested  that  the  direct  tax  bad 
vpefaXoA.  here  as  veil  as  elsewhere.  Was  this 
paver  to  tax,  a  mere  office  of  spoliation, 
withoat  a  facnlty  to  expend  the  fruits  on  the 
BDbJects  of  it  ?  It  was  not  the  money  of  the 
Union,  bnt  their  own  money,  which  he  olaimed 
the  right  to  expend  on  their  occasions  or  neces- 
sities. If  we  had  not  this  power  in  relation  to 
them,  who  bad  I  Were  they  an  outlawed  race, 
disfranchised  of  all  beneficial  exercise  of  politi- 
cal anthority — accessible  to  its  bnrthens — pre- 
claded  from  any  sustfdning  yiaitation  of  its  in- 
fluence f  This  could  not  be  in  reason,  any 
more  than  justice  or  humanity. 

The  case,  Hr.  A.  said,  was  one  addressing 
the  stroDgeat  appeal  to  qrmpathy  and  feeling. 
It  addressed,  however,  yet  a  stronger  principle 
—the  obligation  to  extend  protecting  care  to 
those  who  were  ownmitted  to  our  cratrcd  by 
the  constitution.  The  concession  we  were 
asked  to  make,  so  far  from  Tioloting  any  oon- 
Btitational  or  other  principle,  would  be  made 
not  to  sympathy,  but  duty. 

Mr.  Storbs  siud,  that  the  question  which  had 
been  well  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Arohsb,)  invoWed  an  answer  to  all 
the  arguments  which  had  been  offered  against 
the  bill.  Where  is  the  supreme  Icgiuative 
power  over  tiiis  territory  of  ten  miles  square 
Tested — and  in  whom  f  He  hoped  that  some 
one  of  those  who  opposed  the  measure  would 
answer  this  question  disUnctly  and  fully :  for, 
to  dray  that  this  general  power  is  Tested  in 
Congress,  either  assumes  or  must  lead  to  the 
condnsion,  that,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
there  is  no  ciril  government  at  all.  Until  this 
question  is  satisfactorily  answered,  there  seemed 
to  him  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  constitutionality 
of  the  bill.  Hr.  8.  said,  that  he  considered  the 
doubt  which  hod  been  started,  to  hare  been 
settled  too  long,  and  on  too  many  occasions,  to 
admit  of  question  at  this  day.  We  have  ineor- 
1}orated  In  this  District  a  host  of  hanks,  and 
yet  no  Tery  loud  alarm  was  sounded  on  the 
creation  of  these  incorporodons ;  or,  if  any 
one  had  then  doubted  our  right  to  create  them, 
the  quesdon  has  been  given  up  long  ago.  He 
begged  leavo  to  ask  under  which  of  uie  enu- 
raarated  powers,  and  which  of  them  was  pro- 
posed to  be  carried  into  effect  by  these  meas- 
ures? But  this  is  a  mere  fh^ent  of  what 
bas  been  done.  Congress  hSTe  created  incor- 
porations for  bridges,  and  imp<wed  tolk  for  Uke 
benefit  of  priTate  companies.  They  have  au- 
tl'.orized  canals,  and  imposed  tolls  on  the  naTi- 
gfition  of  them ;  and,  on  numerous  subjects  of 
strictly  internal  and  domestic  regulation,  have 
uniformly  exercised  all  the  powers  of  a  local 
Legislature  for  all  municipal  purposes,  and  con- 
tinue this  l^^dation  at  erery  sesnon,  without 
question  of  its  constitntionaH^.  These  Inlla, 
exacting  tolls  and  taxes  at  these  canals  and 
bridges,  reortved  the  eaaotim  of  the  SnoatiTe 
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at  different  times,  and  from  some  at  wbran  ve 
might  have  had  reason  to  expect  an  otgMtka, 
if  a  serions  or  jilauable  donbt  eonld  hare  been 
supported  agamst  them.  The  bill  fat  caiIh 
lishmg  tolls  on  the  Gnmberlnid  zoad,  vifim 
the  boundaries  of  some  of  the  States,  w$s  met 
quite  promptly  with  an  ExecutiTe  Teto,  but  ba 
did  not  recollect  that  the  constitaticn  or  rig^ 
of  the  States  had  erer  been  conndered  to  bs 
in  any  danger  from  the  numberless  seta  (tf  s 
municipal  character,  adopted  in  our  legitUttcn 
over  this  District  The  constitutitm  bu  «>  un- 
equivocally and  pldnly  expressed  the  extent  c( 
the  power  of  Congress  oTer  it,  that  tbe  nrj 
letter  of  it  scarcely  admitted,  in  bis  opiaion,  d 
a  question.  As  to  the  exercise  of  political  au- 
thority over  the  States,  our  powers  were  an> 
merated  and  specific ;  but,  when  tbe  coutits* 
tion  ipeoks  m  the  Distnct  of  Cctenbii,  it 

Santa  to  Congress  the  power  of  exdn^ 
^dadmi  in  all  cases  whatover.  There  ii  na 
limitation  or  restriction.  We  are  tiw 
tore  d  tbe  States  in  the  powers  enumenud  ts 
to  them ;  but  as  to  this  District,  we  are  tba 
supreme  l^slotive  power,  Tbe  very  pbnK. 
"  the  power  to  l^;islate  in  all  cases  wbaleTcr, 
is  the  precise  definiti<m  itself  of  the  sapnmM 
political  power  of  a  State.  Our  power  here  s 
absolute,  uncontrollable,  and  unrestrictei  It 
is,  indeed,  exercised  more  broadly  than  tbe 
States  themselves  have  done  over  their  on 
people.  We  have  even  taxed  tbit  Diitritt 
without  its  consent,  and  without  even  Um  font 
of  representation.  We  are  aoTOeigB  hen  ftr 
all  purposes,  and  have  the  name  discretiai  Oid 
tbe  State  L^slatures  may  exercise  in  theiron 
OoTemments.  An  idea  had  been  sUited  in 
the  debate,  which  he  thought  had  mialtd  tba 
opponents  of  the  bilL  It  was  asked,  it  n 
ooidd  take  the  mmiey  collected  from  tbe  peo- 
ple, or  belonging  to  the  United  States,  imm- 
pend  it  in  uis  District  t  It  was  a  snffidot 
answer  to  this  to  say,  that  the  pnbtio  Tmsaj 
receives  from  this  District,  through  tbe  ciist«a 
house  at  Alexandria,  a  ahu«  of  Ute  poUic  ter- 
enue,  and  it  might  be  as  oondusiTe  an  tu^v 
as  tbe  argument  itself  assumes,  to  ask,  in  n- 
ply,  if  we  Iiave  tbe  ii^t  to  take  tbe  usBif 
collected  here,  and  expwd  it  anywhere  dsel 
The  troth  is,  that  the  receipts  of  the  Tnf^ 
is  the  revenue  of  the  GovemmcDt,  not  in  ^ 
character  of  a  legislative  powo:  as  to  tbe 
States,  or  the  enumerated  powers,  bnt  as  the 
L^gfislature  also  of  this  District  Tbe 
ference  of  the  extent  of  its  powers  over  tbe 
one  or  tbe  other  creates  no  distini^  diarac^ 
in  its  revenues.  We  hold  no  share  of  tbe 
money  in  the  Treasury  as  tbe  money  of  the 
States,  and  another  in  our  character  »  «* 
Legislature  of  this  District  It  is  the  canaiM 
ftmd  of  the  Government,  no  matter  m* 
whence  it  came.  He  had  never  tiioogfat  VA 
in  tbe  exercise  of  any  power  whatever.  B* 
any  public  ol^ect,  we  were  to  look  first  for 
purpose  of  findii^E  out  from  whoee  ottr  ren- 
nne  omnei^  befbn  we  nntiire  to  diqpoae  of  & 
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Ic  ia  not  Teceived  to  be  pud  back  agun  to  the 
Terr  penoDS  or  States  who  contribute  it.  Ho 
]iad  heard  that  we  had  the  power  to  make 
mda  aad  cinab  in  the  territcnieB,  because 
tlM  mUiB  lands  in  thoM  terriUHus  belonged  to 
the  United  Statee,  and  paid  a  rerenne  when 
nld,  bnt  be  was  not  a  beuerer  in  tins  doctrine, 
thoi^  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Cod- 
ptm  to  ooDstmct  roads  or  canais  in  its  own 
tetribniea,  if  it  was  thought  best  to  do  so.  He 
eonadered  the  grant  of  this  fund,  now  pro- 
posed to  be  giren  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
It  Akxaudria,  as  s  question  of  mere  discretion, 
ind  u  completely  within  the  constitutional 
pover  Coagreaa  as  the  tight  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  one  of  the  States  in  respect  to  one  of 
its  own  dties ;  and  was  unwilling  to  protract 
tlie  hour  of  their  relief  by  prolonging  the  de- 
bate. He  did  not  think  that  the  qnesdon  bad 
ujielttioo  whatever  to  the  pow^  over  the 
■hjectof  iDtemal  improrament  in  the  States, 
other  nnder  the  power  of  approjn^on,  from 
linee  sane  had  derived  it,  or  as  incident  to 
nyflf  the  powns  enumerated  in  the  constitu- 
tion. That  question  must  be  settled,  if  it  is 
not  abeidy  bo,  on  grounds  alt«^ther  distinct 
fitRD  those  which  support  this  bill. 

Ur.  OAacBBSLEHO  said  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  prolong  the  deliate.  He  was  too  sensi- 
ble that  he  owed  an  apology  to  the  spirit  of 
homanity,  for  every  word  he  uttered:  for, 
vLile  the  debate  was  progressing,  those  for 
vbom  the  charity  was  aes%ned,  were  perish- 
iiK.  He  respected  the  scruples  of.  gentlemen 
vhoeutertaioed  oonstitotifMud  doobts—^  also, 
tuaudoiu  to  sot  upon  oonstitntiwal  princi- 
pt»-b«t  this  was  not  the  time,  nor  the  occfr- 
noa,  to  fi^t  the  battles  of  the  constitution. 
Eren  if  he  doubted,  he  would  at  once  cost  his 
donbts  aside^  and  extend  relief  to  his  suffering 
felloT.dtizenflw  He  confessed  he  was,  in  this 
iDsUiKi&  actuated  by  an  impulse,  such  as  he 
■boold  feel  on  eemng  a  fellow-creature  about 
to  perish  amidst  the  waves-— he  should  plunge 
to  to  atve  him,  r^ardless  of  the  consequences. 
Cpoa  a  proper  occasion,  he  should  he  ready  to 
itttai  Uie  constitution.  Whenever  it  is  at- 
ticked— whenever  a  dangerous  enemy  appears, 
Aea  Toold  tiie  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr, 
^nmiox,)  and  himselfl  be  found  «ae  by  ude, 
defai^Bg  the  prindplea  of  the  otmstitntion; 
bnt  this  ras  not  snch  an  oecasion.  What  were 
UM  dremnstanoest  In  the  coldeat  winter  we 
we  seen  far  many  years — In  the  coldest  night 
ye  almoit  ever  felt,  part  of  a  town  within 
of  ni,  and  within  our  own  jarisdiction, 
B  laid  desolate,  and  in  a^es ;  and  our  fellow- 
l^tizens,  houseless  and  destitute,  ask  ns  for  re- 
w ;  it  was  not  a  time  to  stop  to  examine  our 
ootutitational  doubts.  He  trusted  that  the  cit- 
*del  of  Uie  constitution  would  never  be  as- 
»oited;  but,  if  it  ever  should,  God  grant,  said 
%  it  may  never  he  surrendered  to  an  ene- 
my more  formidable  or  dangerous  than  charity, 
^ot,  ia  this  case,  it  is  iwt  endangered — we 
'>*v«  the  pover^we  an  protected  by  the 


shield  of  the  constitution — let  us  march  prompt* 
ly  to  save  our  countrymen,  who  are  at  this 
moment  perishing  from  cold,  and  from  want. 

Mr.  HuoLTOV  aud  that  he  really  thought 
the  question  from  all  dliDcult?,  in  relation 
to  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Honse  to 
pass  the  proposed  appropriation. 

The  authority  of  "exdusive  legislation," 
given  by  the  constitution  to  Congress  within 
the  '*  ten  miles  square,^'  could  ^ly  embrace 
all  the  uerciee  of  power  necessary  for  the 
measure.  This  power  of  "exclusive  lega- 
tion" was  given  without  an  enumeration  of 
any  branches  ot  authority  in  the  grant,  whidi 
were  intended  to  be  excepted,  ana  it  was  cer- 
tf^nly  designed  that  Congress  should  exercise 
such  municipal  functions  as  belonged  to  the  so- 
cial condition  of  the  pe<^le  over  whom  exclu- 
sive le^dation  was  to  oe  exerted.  It  was  by 
virtue  of  this,  that  we  hud  out  streets,  con- 
structed hi^wayi^  and  awnqniated  moni^  fbr 
pavements,  within  the  Gtj  of  Washington  i 
and,  if  all  these  things  could  be  done  within 
the  City  of  Washington,  they  can,  with  equal 
authority,  be  done  in  Alexandriik,  which  is 
within  the  ten  miles  sqnare.  Is  not  relief  in 
cases  of  such  a  distresnng  calamity  as  the  one 
we  have  witnessed,  an  exercise  of  anthority 
belonging  to  the  ordinary  municipal  fonctions  1 
And  if  we  can  go  into  the  street  and  construct 
pavements  within  the  District,  for  the  con- 
venience of  its  cconmnnity,  can  we  not  exer- 
cise the  same  power  of  ^propriation  to  sub- 
serve a  more  eminent  oonvemence,  if  not  an 
absolute  necessity  i 

He  respected  tiie  patriotic  ifedings  and  en- 
lightened opinitms  <»  his  friends  frtSn  Virginia 
on  most  of  the  subjects  of  constitutional  poww 
which  they  discussed  in  that  House;  bat  he 
regretted  that  they  hod  retarded  the  progress 
of  a  measure  to  which  he  did  not  ^ink  tb^ 
doctrines  applied.  With  them  he  was  prepared 
to  put  a  negative  on  the  unlimited  power  of 
appropriating  money  on  the  p^art  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  as  he  conceived  this  one  of 
the  largest  stretches  of  authority  that  could  be 
asBumM.  To  give  to  any  Government  the 
power  to  spend  money  without  restriction,  was 
to  give  them  the  power  to  do  what  they 
pleased:  it  was  the  great  lever,  |>hydoal  and 
moral,  by  which,  in  eiviUxed  society,  abnosfc 
any  thing  could  he  moved.  Nm-  was  it  an  an- 
swer to  uiis  to  say  that  it  was  harmless,  if  the 
whole  power  was  exhausted  by  the  mere  act  of 
^propriation,  and  if  Congress  assumed  no  sub- 
ordinate power  consequent  on  the  expaoditora 
of  the  money.  It  ought  in  reply  to  he  remem- 
bered, that  the  act  of  appropriation  may  in 
itself  carry  with  it  all  the  consequences  of 
power  in  tlie  effect  to  be  accomplished,  which 
would  render  subsequent  legislation  a  mere 
matter  of  regulation  as  to  the  modification  of 
that  large  mass  of  power  which  the  ^propria- 
tion  of  the  public  money  had  alreac^  created. 

With  these  views,  he  had  always  conudered 
tho  argumenta  of  ICr.  Ifonroe,  (as  hi|^  u  h» 
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respected  the  opinions  of  this  venerable  pa- 
triot,) aa  more  open  to  objection  than  mmj  of 
the  sources  from  which  titte  anthoritj  to  con- 
atmct  vorks  of  internal  improTement  had  been 
derived.  With  this  imtiinent  it  was  nnneces- 
SU7  for  him  to  aaj  that  he  eononired  with 
his  friend  from  Vli^ia,  (Mr.  SnrsKsov,)  that 
the  charitable  donations  to  the  people  of  Ga- 
raccas,  after  the  memorable  earthquake  which 
had  desolated  their  conntrj,  and  to  the  refu- 
gees fVom  San  Domingo,  were  appropriations 
made  without  oonstltational  power;  and  are 
therefore  not  precedents  entitled  to  anthor- 
itj.  But  it  will  be  recollected  that  we 
were  not  empowered  to  exercise  "exdnsive 
le^alation  "  over  the  territory  of  Caraccas,  or 
over  the  inhabitants  of  San  Donungo;  that  the 
conservation  of  the  peace,  safety^  and  well- 
being  of  those  oommimitiee  were  not  confided 
to  oar  care.  In  one  word,  sir,  it  seemi  to  me 
snsoeptible  of  demonstratioD,  that  the  power 
^  qipropriating  the  public  money,  withm  tliia 
District,  for  this  District  Is  an  inseparable  in- 
oident  "  to  exclnsive  legiuation  '*  over  it. 

But  it  may  he  asked,  what  are  the  limita- 
tions to  the  exercise  of  this  power  within  the 
District  of  Ck)lumbia?  which  brought  him  to  a 
point  in  the  ailment  where  he  would  notice  a 
most  anwarrantable  assumption  of  authority, 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Btobiis)  had  set  up  for  Congress  within  the 
ten  miles  square.  If  he  understood  that  ^n- 
tleman,  he  had  said,  that  "exclnnve  levtslft* 
tion  **  implied  the  abBolote  and  nnoontnwable 
power  of  Congress  to  do  in  the  IMstrict  what- 
ever in  its  sovereign  power  It  might  think 

!»roper  to  da  That  it  was  a  grant  of  anthor- 
tf  without  any  limitation  whatsoever,  eithw 
express  or  implied.  Sir,  this  is  the  most  dan- 
gerous doctrine  that  can  be  avowed ;  it  Justifies 
Uie  power  to  erect  an  absolute  despotism  here, 
if  the  great  securities  of  the  constitotion  are 
merged  in  the  power  of  ^'exolnnve  legisla- 
tion. From  that  gentleman's  argument,  it 
would  follow,  that  Congress  could  suspend  the 
vrit  of  habeas  corpus  in  their  discretion,  in  time 
of  peace,  or  do  any  act  of  nnltmited  dominion, 
here  to  operate.  And  that  the  "ten  miles 
Bonare  "  could  be  made  the  arena  of  any  mi»* 
chievona  or  arbltraiy  exoerimenta  in  legi^tion, 
that  miffht  soit  onr  cqnioe. 

Videfy  diflbrent  la  my  view  of  tiie  power 
whidi  Congress  exercises  within  the  District. 
"  Exclusive  legislation  "  implies  nothing  more 
than  the  absence  of  State  l^Islation,  which 
followed  from  ^e  laot  of  the  cesrion  of  the 
territory  of  Yir^ia  and  Maryland ;  hot  that 
this  cession  was  taken,  not  only  with  all  the 
securities  to  the  people  of  the  District,  which 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  to 
the  people  of  the  several  States,  hut  that  all 
fh»  right*  and  tfiunvntCtM  iff  jtroperty^hatto- 
«Mr,  vthieh  thtff  had  at  eittteTU  ^  Vitginiik 
wid  MairylanS^  are  preserved  to  them  invUdate 
on  their  part  That  the  cession  was  made  to, 
and  taken  by,  the  United  StatM,  in  regard  to 
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all  the  pre-exirting  rights  of  pn^Mrty;  ind 
any  other  view  woiud  sustain  the  porition,  that 
the  States  of  Maryland  and  Yirgmia  had  the 
power,  by  a  transfer  tS.  a  part  of  their  mahr  \ 
tion,  to  a  new  Govenunentj  to  deprive  umb  of 
any  one  the  cardinal  ridita  whteh  thn  pos- 
se^ed  before,  as  dtizens  Virginia  and  jlirr- 
land. 

This  appropriation  interferes  with  none  of 
these  rights ;  it  is  an  ordinary  ftanetira  of  mu- 
nicipal power,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it,  becatm  it  < 
is  to  be  ezerdsed  in  a  manner  that  meets  the 
best  feelings  of  my  own  heart 

Mr.  Campbell  having  no  scroples  as  te  the 
power  of  the  House  to  pass  the  bill,  thoofdit  it 
bis  duty  to  raise  his  voice  in  behalf  (tf  tM 
tressed  sufferers  whom  it  was  intended  Iok- 
lieve.   Mr.  0.,  in  reply  to  Ihe  gentleman  irho  i 
had  urged  the  OHUtltntknial  oq|eotiaa,  ^aotcd  | 
the  oonatitiitlmi  in  that  danse  idiidi  ginito  i 
Congress  endtislve  powtf  of  leslsUtioB  for  dte 
District  And  he  then  inqnirM,  whedier,  v- 
der  this  clause,  it  would  not  be  oompetoitto 
the  House  to  enact  a  ^rstem  of  poor  tawt  for 
the  District?    And.  if  it  waa,  whether  the 
House  could  not,  with  equal  propriety,  make 
such  appropriaticma  as  the  system  nugfat  reoda 
necessary  ?   He  thonght  it  waa  a  nstorsl  u)d 
necessary  consequence ;  and  if  it  might  vpro- 
priate  for  the  poor  of  the  District  st 
why  not  for  those  snddenly  made  poor  b;  u 
act  of  Providence  ?   He  was  astonished  it  tbe  i 
attempt  to  establish  a  distanetion  between  tbt  | 
right  to  aMmntiate  for  the  District  of  Cohs- 
Me.  and  »»■  the  Union.   He  could  see  moc. 
Did  genflemen  ]n<c^MMe  that  tbm  dioaU  be  a 
sqwrate  TVeasury  to  rective  the  coDerdos 
made  at  the  custom  boose  in  Altttandria,  frun 
that  which  received  those  at  aU  oUier  ports, 
and  from  which  ahme  separate  appropristiw 
were  to  be  madeforthe  JMstrict?  wheninr 
calamity  happened,  to  relieve  wUdi,  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  IXstriri 
are  inadequate,  it  oonstitnted  a  esse  irhith 
called  loudly  for  the  interpontiMi  of  Coagres^. 
He  considered  the  present  aa  MKh  a  esse,  ud 
should  cheerfkdly  vote  for  the  bilL 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  Tork.'thoaght  there  m 
no  oonstitntional  qaestion  involvra  la  die  csk 
He  was  one  who  had  ^ways  held,  wtA 
friends  from  Virginia^  to  the  strict  iatwprrth 
tica  of  the  omstitutini,  ud  who  aoDlted 
with  caution  any  thing  like  oonstmctiTe  po^ 
ers  in  the  General  Government ;  but  tU*  a* 
held  to  be  no  ntoh  case  as  called  up  that  qM* 
tion.  He  thought  the  pontlon  taken 
colleague,  (Mr.  SroBaa,)  was  not  fririy  expond 
to  the  construction  of  the  gentleman 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton.)  Vheo  bit 
colleague  maintained  that  the  Genenl  GorHS- 
ment  was  absolute  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, he  meant,  of  oourae,  that  it  was  ibe- 
lute  within  the  limits  of  the  oonstitotioa,  i» 
no  ftrther.  The  same  allegiance  wbidt  the 
inhabitants  had  owed  to  their  State  Lep«- 
turea,  was  by  the  cession  of  territory  tn«r 
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temi  to  the  General  GoTenmient,  and  that 
Govemment  was  absolate  over  Uiem,  to  the 
lame  extent  as  their  own  L^ialatDrea  would 
hsn  been.  Eraiy  nation,  Ur.  W.  wdd.  was 
iNnmd  to  nipport  ita  own  voor.  ThU  obliga* 
tioB,  wluoh  WM  nniTenu  tliroa|diout  the 
void,  was  also  oniTenal  in  eaeh  naaoOf  bo  &r 
u  the  eotire  mass  of  ita  poor  was  ooncerned ; 
atd  WIS  only  broken  down  and  divided  among 
tBbordiDate  parts  of  the  nation,  for  the  sake  of 
ptatet  otniTenienoe  in  admioistering  the  snp> 
port— the  principle  was  not  changed,  nor  the 
fine  the  oblivion  at  all  weakened.  It  was 
always  InndiDg,  as  a  duty  of  humanity.  When 
a  pnndMittal  act  was  sudden  and  ralamitous 
b^od  thb  ordinary  power  of  the  District  to 
meet  and  provide  for  it,  Congress  most  do  it, 
and  had  the  clear  right  to  do  bo.  Does  it  not 
baild  priBOOB  and  hoqntah  for  the  IMBtriot,  he- 
eaw  the  means  d  the  popnlatton  are  iiuide- 
qute  to  these  wortcst  They  are  given  on  the 
priocii^  <^  proteeUfm— ao  is  the  InlL  It  Is  at 
me  constitutional,  a  duty  of  proteoti<Hit  and 

is  an  sot  of  humanity,  common  to  every 
Outstian  jorisdi^ion  in  we  worid. 

Ur.  F.  JoHmoH  aaiA.  he  should  not  have 
itea  agatn,  had  he  not  been  called  on  by  sev- 
cfld  gentlemen,  in  their  remarksj  to  say  wheth- 
a  OongresB  had  not  the  sovereign  and  ezoln- 
are  right  of  legislation  over  this  District.  He 
E^d  he  admitt^  the  right  in  the  fullest  extent 
daimed,  and  he  believMl  it  might  extend  even 
to  the  case  intimated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Gandina,  (Mr.  HAnLTOH,)  as  having 
1>een  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  friun  Kew 
Tork,  (Mr.  Sxoras,)  that  Congress  had  the 
poTer  to  regulate  sH  the  mnnidpal  oonoems  ol 
tlie  Disbict,  to  regulate  descents,  and  the  trans- 
^  of  property,  real  and  personid,  and  all  other 
tlua^  that  any  State  Govemment  could  do 
vithiD  the  limits  of  its  territories ;  that  Con- 
press  was  bounded,  in  their  l^islation  over 
this  District,  only  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
paited  States.  But,  he  said,  admitting  all  this, 
it  proved  nothing  in  fiivor  of  the  right  to  pass 
thu  bill  He  said,  if  he  ooold  show  that  Con- 
pm  could  do  a  like  act  for  any  other  place 
out  of  the  District,  it  would  seem  to  prove  that 
the  power  to  do  tiiis  act  was  not  denved  from, 
or  grew  oat  o^  the  fitot  of  exclunive  lefdalation 
onr  tiie  IMatrict ;  and  gentlonen  in  &vor  of 
the  Un  admit,  if  the  power  to  give  thia  money 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  right  of  exclusive 
le^datioD,  that  they  have  it  not.  Well,  sir, 
what  is  the  bill  ?  Does  it  contmn  apy  thing 
more  than  a  mere  simple  ^(t  or  donation  to 
tbe  sufferers  by  fire  in  Alexandria  f  Is  there 
taj  thing  in  the  Constitution  of  ^e  United 
States,  or  of  the  States,  that  would  prevent  the 
eitizeiu  of  Savannah,  who  had  suffered  a  much 
*"erer  loss,  or  Charlwton,  or  New  Tork,  from 
'^ving  a  donation  from  Congress  f  Are  thoy 
^  just  as  free  to  receive  the  gifts  of  Congress 
IS  the  peo^  ct  Alexandria!  What  hinders 
^>^i  Cmgreas  cannot  interfSere  in  the  lej^ 
win  gt  the  States.  The  people  of  Charieeton 


or  Savannah  could  not  receive  a  code  of  de- 
scents or  conveyanoes  from  Congress.  But 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  tlmr  receiving  iti 
bounty.  This  rail  Is  altogether  an  affidr  of 
oharity ;  all  the  citizens  ol  the  United  States 
have  the  same  power  to  receive,  and  all  have 
the  same  right  to  claim  it.  It  would,  there- 
fore, seem  <uear,  that  any  town  had  the  same 
right  to  receive,  as  the  town  of  Alexandriai 
the  donations  of  Congress ;  and  hence  the 
power  to^ve  does  not  arise  out  of  the  fact  of 
exclusive  legislative  Jurisdiction.  It  cannot  be 
Bud  that  the  City  of  Alexandria,  and  the  ootm- 
ty  in  which  it  is  situated,  have  no  power  to 
r^^late  its  police,  to  collect  taxes,  and  provide 
for  the  poor,  as  well  as  the  cities  and  connties 
in  the  States.  What  then  is  it  that  prevents 
Congress  from  administering  to  the  relief  of 
sofibrers  bj  fire,  eveiTwhwet  Beoanae  the 
ocHutitntion  w*™****  the  appropriation  of  the 
public  m<»ey  to  pnUio  pupoees.  The  pave- 
ment in  thU  ei^,  alluded  tolqr  ^9  gentleman, 
from  South  Carolina,  (Ur.  HAviLToir,)  as  a 
precedent  to  warrant  the  passage  of  tms  bill, 
was  done  as  a  paldic  work.  That  was  the  pre- 
tence— and,  as  to  the  erecting  a  light-house,  and 
custom  house,  in  Alexmdria,  mentiimed  by  the 
gentieman  from  New  Tork,  (Ur.  Stobbb,)  as  a 
precedent  for  this  case—they  were  for  public 
uses,  to  fadlitate  commerce,  and  to  odlect  and 
secure  the  poblic  revennes.  Would  Congress 
have  the  right  to  upropriate  money  to  pave 
tiie  streets  of  New  York,  or  any  other  place! 
Could  their  anthority  bie  intruded  there  to 
make  streets,  onless  it  was  in  the  promotimi  ot 
scMne  natimial  work!  Bat  the  people  of  New 
Tork  coold  reeelTe  a  donation  as  well  as  the 
people  of  Alexuidria ;  but  the  right  of  Congres 
to  give,  is  the  question, 

llus  bill  contains  a  mere  gift  of  money,  ex- 
pressly of  charity,  without  retaeoce  to  pubHo 
uses,  or  public  services— Just  precisely  such  a 
gift  as  might  be  made  to  any  other  people,  in 
or  out  of  this  nation.  If  Congress  has  the 
right  to  give  away  the  pnblic  money  for  chari- 
table purposes,  there  is  no  limit  in  the  consti- 
tution to  whom  or  where  it  shall  go.  And,  it 
is  Just  as  constitutional  to  give  it  to  one  person 
as  another.  I  am  for  adhering  to  the  coostita- 
tion,  and  ^ropriating  public  money  only  for 
pnbuo  purposes,  <x  in  oonddMaticm  of  paUia 
serrioea.  when  we  depart  fimn  this,  we  have 
no  guides  but  our  pasuoos,  and  our  disoretiona 
— and,  however  great  my  sympathies  may  be 
for  the  sufferers  of  Alexandria,  my  datgr,  as  a 
Representative  upon  this  floor,  forbida,  accord- 
ing to  my  views  of  the  constitution,  my  voting 
for  this  bill ;  nor,  indeed,  did  I  ever  admire 
that  sort  of  magnanimity,  that  would  give 
away  that  which  t)elonged  to  others,  and  not 
ourselves.  I  am  willing  to  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  these  unfortunate  and  distressed  peo- 
le  out  of  my  own,  but  not  out  oi  the  public 


Mr.  Bnm  sidd  it  was  with  great  reluctance 
he  rose  at  this  stage  of  ^  protracted  discussion; 
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bat  he  felt  it  his  doty  to  add  a  few  words  to 
what  had  been  said  bj  others,  in  denial  of  the 
power  proposed  to  be  ex»eised  bjr  this  bilL  It 
appeared  to  him  that  a  pervading  ftlla^  ran 
ttirongh  the  whole  of  th»  argomenta  in  fiivw 
of  the  bill.  Oar  attention  had  beoi  directed, 
for  the  deriTation  of  our  power  upon  this  sab- 
jact,  to  a  part  of  the  ixmstitatioo,  which,  he 
thooght,  had  no  appropriate  relation  to  it. 
This  waa  not  a  qnestion  of  rikdonTO  iMidatiMi, 
woperij  80  called,  over  the  District  of  Colum- 
Dia,  bat  it  was  a  qnestifMi  respeoting  a  grant  of 
the  national  flinda.  The  bill,  npon  its  yerj 
&CD,  is  an  appropiiation  of  so  much  of  tbe 
public  money  for  a  partienlar  pnrpoee.  Kow, 
whence  do  we  derive  onr  power  of  raldng  and 
applying  the  public  money  f  It  is  from  that 
elaase  of  the  constitntion,  which  authorizes 
Congress  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  datiee, 
to  pay  tbe  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 
defenoe  and  general  welfare  of  tbe  United 
States."  Aocwding  to  the  broadest  oonstmo* 
tion  which  had  ever  been  pat  npm  this  daose, 
!t  justified  no  appropriation  of  the  public 
money,  but  for  some  purpose  connected  with 
tbe  common  d^nca  and  general  welfare  of 
the  Union.  For  his  own  port,  said  Mr.  R.,  he 
had  always  thought  that  these  general  terms 
were  limited  and  defined  by  the  subseqaent 
numeration  of  specific  powers  granted  to  Con- 
gress, and  that  we  could  not  legitimately  vote 
away  the  public  money,  but  in  execution  of 
some  of  the  powers  so  granted.  But,  even 
taking  for  our  guide  the  most  liberal  contrac- 
tion which  has  erer  been  soagested,  can  it  be 
pretended  that  the  oUeet  of  wis  Inlt,  tbe  relief 
of  the  uofortonate  idbaUtants  of  Alexandria, 
(for  whom  he  felt  as  much  sympathy,  and  waa 
wilUng  to  evince  it,  with  his  own  meuis,  as  far 
as  any  gentleman,)  is,  in  any  manner,  connect- 
ed with  the  payment  of  the  debts,  or  providing 
for  the  common  d^ence  and  general  wel&re  of 
the  Union  I  No,  rir,  it  is  purely  an  act  of  pri- 
vate charity,  which  we  ondertolce  to  perform 
at  the  public  expense,  instead  of  onr  own. 

If  an  application  of  the  public  money,  like 
this,  can  be  covered  nnder  the  power  of  exclu- 
aive  legislaUon  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  Uie 
constitntion  has,  in  vain,  sought  to  fix  a  practi- 
cal limit  to  oar  powers  over  the  public  purse. 
My  friend  and  eolleagne,  who  now  sits  near 
and  who  baa  advocated  Ihe  passage  of  th\a 
bill,  denies  the  power  of  Congress  to  appropri- 
ate the  publio  money  to  the  establishment  o(  a 
National  Universi^.  Gentlemen,  who  tiilnk 
with  him  and  me,  deny,  also,  the  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  National  Oluervatories, 
or  to  bestow  gratuitous  pensions ;  because  we 
believe  that  the  power  of  this  Oovemment  to 
grant  the  public  money  is  limited  to  those  ot;]eots 
only,  for  which  we  are  authorized  to  provide, 
in  the  direct  exercise  of  our  specific  powers. 

But  what  becomes  of  this  Umitation,  if  the 
latitude  now  elided  for  the  power  of  exclurive 
kdslatioa  over  this  District,  be  conceded  t 
we  have  only  to  draw  theae  o^fecta  within  the 


enchanted  circle  of  the  IHstrict,  to  estiUUh 
the  University  and  the  Obeervatocy  here,  to 
assemble  the  corps  of  Pensionen  hwe,  ud  lU 
diiBculty  vanishes.  Uptw  this  prin^ile  ¥• 
may  exhaust  the  whole  treasary  ot  the  nation, 
here,  in  the  endowment  oi  eleemo^jBuy  tioti- 
tstions,  or  whatever  otiier  adieae  mtj  {dcMi 
tiie  foaoy  of  the  sovereign  Lcgislstare  of  ths 
Disblct  of  Columbial  W«  may  thus  enact  i 
system  <tf  poOT  laws  for  every  8t^  in  the  CnioD, 
upon  OMkaitiw  Mily  that  the  pauers  dull 
come  here  to  partake  of  the  natiwisl  oooDtf . 

Kr.  Huu  now  demanded  that  the  qustioi 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  naya,  and  itwuso  or- 
dered 1^  the  House. 

Ur.  DuTToir  said,  that,  althou^  tbe  bill 
had  undergone  a  great  deal  of  discoMOO,  Thkh 
the  House  had  uiown  a  stroi^  djq>oati(«  to 
terminate,  yet,  as  the  mldeet  embraoed  ia  Hit 
deefdy  interesting  to  the  feeling  and  innlni 
in  its  consideration  a  constitatwnal  oneitiai,  I 
will,  said  Mr.  D.,  briefly  submit  the  nm 
which  I  take,  as  to  tbe  power  of  the  Hosm  to 
make  the  appropriation  prescribed  fw  in  Ue 
bill.  I  am  not,  said  Mr.  J}^  and  never  btre 
been,  favorable  to  what  is  nsoally  tenned  in 
enlarged  interpretation  of  the  o(Histitot)c»L  I 
think  the  acta  which  it  warrants,  must  be  de- 
rived either  from  express  power  ocmtaiited  is 
it,  or  they  must  be  necessary  for  the  paipuM 
of  carrying  into  execution  a  power  expKAJj 
granted.  The  doctrine  which  has  by  nunj 
been  contended  for,  that  Congress  may  paw  all 
laws  which  they  deem  neceesary  for  tha  kd- 
eral  welfare,  I  disclwm.  If  they  have  mai  a 
poww  it  wonld  be  diffienlt  to  aay  wbal  pm<' 
tbey  have  not  I  contend  for  no  more  tbaa  I 
have  stated :  end  if;  within  those  prindple^ 
Congress  cannot  pass  this  bill,  I  adinit  that  it 
cannot,  constitntionally,  beoome  a  law. 

Amidst  the  powera  given  to  C<Higrai^  i«h 
are  general,  and  some  are  paitiauar.  Soma 
are  unconditional,  soma  are  umited.  ¥bm  a 
power  which  is  general  and  onoonditiMial  o 
granted,  the  only  limitation  which  can  be  an- 
nexed to  it,  is  the  discretion  of  the  Legidatm- 
I  will  illustrate  the  distincti<m  between  tbtsa 
two  species  of  granta,  b^  referring  to  me  or 
two  clauses  of  the  oonstitntifuu  In  the  6u 
section  of  the  l&t  Article,  Ciuigre»  is  conios'- 
ered  to  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy,  taler 
this  auuiority,  they  may  enreiae  evoy  act 
neoeseary  for  the  arming,  eqaipmn^  and  man- 
ning a  fleet ;  the  number,  the  sue  of  tbe  r»- 
sels,  tiie  pay  of  tbe  officers  and  cf  the  men:  a 
short,  any  thing  requisite  for  the  purposes  n 
a  war,  in  all  its  branches,  is  within  the  fova 
of  Congress,  and  the  extent  to  which  thev 
choose  to  exercise  their  powers  upon  this  sab- 
Ject,  is  only  to  be  regulated  by  their  jodgmat 
and  discretion.  Congress,  B«y8  the  coostita- 
tion,  may  lay  uid  collect  taxes,  dotiea,  i^lpo6t^ 
and  excises ;  to  this  extent  their  power  woold 
be  anlimtted,  were  it  not  for  the  qiedScationi 
of  the  objects  for  which  ahme  these  taxes,  ^.i 
oonld  be  levied,  ud  to  wUflkaloo^  whaakr- 
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ied,  th«y  could  be  applied ;  they  most  be  levied 
for  tbd  purposes  of  paying  the  debts  and  pro- 
Tidiag  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
TtUkre  of  the  United  Btatea.  I  might  cite 
nun;  other  instances  of  ^neral  and  of  limited 
povers,  bat  these  two  will  be  Buffloient  to  ex- 
empUfy  the  distiaelion  I  have  mentioned.  If 
Coogreas  possesses  an  imliniited  and  nncon- 
diiiooal  power  to  legislate  far  the  Distriot  <tf 
Cohimbia,  it  nnavoldably  follows,  that  they 
poses  the  power  d£  paaring  thb  bill  The 
emstitation  vests  in  Congress  "  exclasive  1^- 
i^atiMi  in  all  oases  whatsoever,"  over  the  Dis- 
trict of  Oolambia.  Uaving  the  power  to  l^is- 
Itte  in  all  cases,  they  may  pass  a  law  appropri- 
Uuig  money,  uid  oocording  to  the  pnncipie  I 
hare  referred  to,  tliat  they  have  the  power  to 
earrj  into  execution  the  powers  expr^sly  vest- 
ed in  tlMn,  they  may  raise  the  funds  to  carry 
this  appropriation  into  effect.  Under  the  con- 
stintion,  the  only  qualification  annexed  to  this 
exdosve  power  of  legislation,  ii,  that  it  shall 
be  eonfined  to  the  Di^ct ;  and  the  wpRwri-^ 
■tioD  contemplated  by  this  bill  is  ooanned  to 
theDistriet. 

It  has  been  said,  that,  admitting  to  the  full 
otent  the  power  to  legislate  Iot  Golunbia, 
tnd  the  oonaeqnent  rigjit  to  ^tpnqniate  money 
far  its  ose,  yet  that  the  money  ^preprinted 
mat  be  obtidned  by  tax  upon  its  inhabitants ; 
kcaose  Congress  can  only  appropriate  money 
br  Tirtoe  of  some  authority  derived  from  the 
coostitaUon,  and  no  part  of  that  iustrament 
ftennits  the  appropriation  of  money  to  relieve 
the  distresses  of  individuals.  Hy  reply  to  this 
BTf^ment  is,  that  it  U  contrary  to  the  letter  of 
the  constitntifHi,  and  the  constrnction  of  the 
powers  granted  in  it,  which  I  have  stated,  and 
which  are  admitted  by  its  most  rigid  exponnd- 
ta.  lihe  power  ia  nven  without  limitation ; 
k can  therefore  only  be  limited  by  discretion: 
the  power  to  pass  the  Inw  is  ezpreasly  given : 
the  power  to  carry  it  into  execntifKi  mn^  ne- 
eesaarily  follow.  These  powers  are  nowhere 
limited  by  a  proviuon,  that  the  moneys  to  be 
appropriated  for  the  District  shall  be  rused  by 
lAxing  its  inhabitants ;  to  couple  this  nnlimited 
iothority,  therefore,  with  such  a  provision, 
Tould  lie  to  convert  by  constrnction,  a  great 
and  uQqoalified  power  into  a  particular  and 
Hmited  one.  And  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
cmiititation  are  as  mncb  violated,  by  taking 
away  from  it  a  power  which  has  been  directly 
granted  to  it,  as  by  adding  to  it  a  power  with 
which  it  has  never  been  invested.  I  foel  Mm- 
6dent  that  the  position  which  I  have  assnroed, 
that,  if  Congress  possesses  the  power  to  legis- 
late in  all  eases  for  the  Distriot  Columbia,  it 
has  the  power  to  appn^riate  money  to  carry 
its  legislative  acta  into  execution,  will  not  be 
contMted.  If  Congress  have  this  general  pow- 
er of  legislation,  it  cannot  be  confined  as  to  the 
amonnt  which  it  may  appropriate:  it  may, 
from  some  important  consideration,  appropri- 
ate an  amonnt  tor  the  District,  greater  uian 
ODtild  be  raised  within  U  bjrtaution;  i^than, 


in  Booh  oases.  Congress  coald  not  raise  money 
from  other  aonroes,  then  this  constitutionid 
paradox  would  result,  that  Congress  had  the 
exdnsive  power  to  le^slate  for  Columbia,  but 
had  not  the  power  of  carrying  its  legislative 
acts  into  execution. 

Hr.  lluviN  was  in  fkvor  of  the  bill.  It  was 
true,  that  Congress  possessed  only  delegated 
powers ;  the  rest  were  reserved  to  the  States 
or  to  the  people.  47ie  power  of  the  General 
Government  was  not  sovereign,  but  that  of  the 
States  was  so.  The  Lenslature  of  a  State  had 
power  to  l^slate  for  the  general  welfare,  and 
to  provide  for  the  relief  of  a  general  or  pttblio 
calamit^r ;  but  for  the  people  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  what  power  was  reserved?  None, 
They  had  no  sovereignty :  no  Legislature.  The 
power  to  appropriate  money  and  to  levy  taxee^ 
is  given  to  the  General  Government  for  certain 
purposes,  and  not  reserved  to  the  people.  But 
gentlemen  argae,  tiiat  this  is  not  to  be  ^>plied 
in  the  case  of  the  District  But  sorely  Congress 
is  sovereign  over  this  District,  and  may  exer* 
dae  its  power  of  appropriating  money  here,  for 
here  it  nas  eKolnsive  lenslatlon.  tiie  eonsti- 
totion  has  erected  the  District,  and  has  mada 
its  inhabitants  littie  better  than  servant  as  to 
their  political  power ;  and  now,  is  it  s^df  that 
Congress  is  to  exercise  no  paternal  care  ovw 
them  ?  Have  they  no  Government  to  look  to  I 
Are  they  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  relief  in 
any  case  f  Are  the  citizens  of  the  Dbtrictdt-^ 
izens  of  no  country !  Surely  they  are  Ameri- 
can citizens,  and  may  look,  as  well  as  others,  to 
their  Government  for  suocor.  We  have  clearly 
the  power  to  relieve  them,  both  constitutional- 
ly and  physically ;  and,  if  so,  we  are  bound  to 
exercise  it,  and  to  relieve  them  now. 

The  question  was  now  loudly  called  for  In 
all  parts  of  the  House;  and,  having  been  taken 
b^  yeas  and  nays,  the  votes,  on  ordering  th« 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  stood  as  follows : 

Tkis. — ^tfesn&  Alexander  cf  Tennessee,  Archer, 
Biiiley,  Bftdger,  Barbour  of  Vir^nia,  Barney,  Bar* 
lies,  Beecber,  Brent,  Bryan,  Buchanan,  Burteisbf 
Barges,  Csntbreleng,  CMnpbell,  Caraon,  Cssaedy, 
Cocke,  Davis,  Dorsey,  Drayton,  Dwieht,  Eastman, 
Everett,  Findlay  of  Ohio,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Fos* 
dick,  Gamsey,  Gamett,  Garrison,  Govan,  Gariey, 
Hamilton,  Ilarris,  Ilasbroack,  Bayden,  Hayoes,  Ho- 
bart,  Holcombc,  Holmes,  HoustMi,  Bugunin,  Bum* 
pbrey,  iDgersoll,  Isackn,  Jenniugs  of  Indiana,  Jolm* 
son  of  New  Tork,  Eittcm,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Locke,  Marable,  Uarkell,  Marklej-,  Marvin  of  New 
Tork,  Mattocks,  McDufRc,  McKean,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, McLean  of  Ohio,  Mecch,  Mercer,  Miller  of 
New  Toi^,  Miner,  Jas.  S.  Mitchell,  Mitcbe)!  of  Mary- 
land, Mitchell  of  Tennessee,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
Newton,  Orr,  Owen,  Pearce,  Pluner,  Powell,  Reed, 
Rose,  RiMB,  Bands,  Scott,  Sbasom,  Sill,  Sprague, 
Bteveoson  of  Pennaytvania,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ohio, 
Tacker  of  New  Jersey,  Van  Horn,  Van  Renssolaer, 
Verplanck,  Vinton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  Weems, 
Whipple,  White,  Whittlesey,  Wickliffe,  James  Wil- 
son, Wol^  Wood  of  h'ew  York,  Woods  of  Ohiow 
Worts— 109. 
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Natb. — Hemn.  Adduna  of  PeiuiflytTuil&,  Alex* 
aader  of  Tifi^nia,  Allen  of  Munchuaetta,  AJlen  of 
TenneMee,  AUtoa,  Anderson,  Angel,  Amutroog, 
Aihhy,  Bddwin,  Buringw,  Busett,  BUr,  Boon, 
Car;f,  CUborne,  Conner,  Crowninahield,  Crump, 
SaTCDport,  Deitz,  Edwards  of  North  CaroUoa,  EstiU, 
Findlay  of  PennaylTania,  Haile,  Harvey,  Eealf, 
Henry,  Herrick,  Hinea,  Hoffman,  Ingham,  Jobnaon 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  KentuclEy,  Krebg,  Kremcr, 
Lccotnpte,  Letcher,  Lone,  Uortindale,  UcCoy,  Ifc- 
Hatton,  Helbnna,  HcNdU,  Merriwether,  Hetcalfe, 
HUIer  of  Peonaylrania,  John  Ultcbel),  Mitchell  of 
South  Carolina,  Uoore  of  Alabama,  O'Brien,  Polk, 
Ripley,  Rirea,  Saunders,  Sloane,  Smith,  Stevenson 
of  Virginia,  TaUaferro,  Trezvant,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Whittemore,  Williams,  Wilson  of  South 
Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wright,  Toung— eT. 

The  bill  having  been  labseqnently  engrossed, 
was  tiien  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  eent  to 
tiw  Senate  for 


UosuTf  January  2S. 
Ihttie$  <m  Wool  and  WooUau. 

The  House  now  reemned  the  nnflnished  hnd- 
ness  of  Thursday,  bdng  the  motion  of  Kr.  Bv- 
OHASTAK  to  disoharge  the  Ocnmnittee  of  the 
Thde  on  the  state  of  the  UnicHi,  from  the  fnr- 
tiier  conslderatim  of  the  Inll  proponng  certain 
minimum  duties  on  woollen  goods. 

Hr,  Buchanan  said,  I  ^ould  have  waived 
the  privilege  which  is  osoallj  extended  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  House  to  the  mover  of  a  propo- 
sition, of  closing  the  debate,  if  it  were  not  for 
a  single  circumstance.  I  did  not  hear  the  re- 
mark of  my  iHend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Hercbb) 
on  Thursday  last,  which  imputed  ignorance  of 
his  dnty  to  a  former  Chairman  of  tiie  Oonmiit- 
tee  of  Domestic  Maonfaotorea,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  fhnn  the  Stbte  which  I  have, 
In  part,  the  honor  to  repweaent.  Tm  what 
cause  has  this  charge  beoi  made  ag^nst  that 
genttemant  It  Is  not  because  he  was  ignorant 
either  of  our  fordgn  or  our  domestic  trade  :  not 
because  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  coun- 
tries from  which  foreign  iron  was  imported, 
and  its  c<ffit,  both  to  uie  foreign  uid  to  the 
domestic  manufacturer ;  bat  simply  because  he 
had  forgotten,  or,  perh^,  never  had  known, 
the  name  of  an  obscure  town  in  Wales,  from 
which  that  article  was  imported.  I  must  con- 
fess I  do  not  remember  the  name  myself.  The 
gentlemen  around  me  now  inform  me  it  is 
Cardiff.  The  truth  is,  that  gentleman  had  en- 
Joyed  singular  good  fortune  during  the  short 
period  which  he  remained  in  Congress;  but 
not  better  than  he  deserved.  To  him,  more 
than  to  any  other  individual  in  this  notion,  are 
we  indebted  for  the  tariff  of  1824— a  tariff 
which  baa  been  ao  mild  and  so  gradual  in  its 
operation,  as  not  to  have  burdened  the  com- 
munity, and  yet  so  powerful  as  to  have  gene- 
rally afforded  effioient  protection  to  our  domes- 
tic industry.  It  was  a  tariff  of  protection,  not 
of  prohibition.  That  gentleman  had  labored 
npon  it  incessantly  for  the  whole  of  two  ses- 
wHu;  and  yet  we  are  now  called  npaOf  during 


[JAacABT,  I8S7. 

the  few  remaining  weeks  of  this  session,  to  ma- 
tore,  to  pass  a  new  bill  upon  this  subject. 
Gentlemen,  although  they  have  not  directly 
chai^d  me  with  inconsistency,  yet  such  a 
charge  is  fairly  to  be  implied  from  their  re- 
marks.  Can  any  person  really  beHeve  that, 
because  I  supported  protection  in  1624, 1  am 
bound  to  advocate  prohibition  in  1^1  Kd 
my  course  then,  compel  me  now,  in  ordn  tole 
consistent,  to  vote  for  any  cmde  and  undigest- 
ed measure  which  may  be  proposed,  mmlr  I 
because  it  is  called  a  tariff?   Certainly  not 
This  bill,  should  ft  become  a  law,  will  efTcotu- 
ally  prohibit  the  importation  of  nearly  all  tlie 
woollen  goods  in  common  use,  whose  value,  at 
the  place  of  exportation,  shall  not  exceed  three 
dollars  end  fifty  cents  per  yard.   It  embraces 
peculiarly  within  its  grasp,  those  articles  ironi 
by  the  poor  and  middle  classes  of  society.  Its 
provisitms  extend  far  beyond  the  request  of  tbe 
woollen  manufacturers.  They  have  not  alleged 
that  the  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one  Uiird  p«r 
cent  was  insufficient  for  their  protection ;  but 
they  complmn,  and  I  beUeve  with  Justice,  that 
British  manufocturers  and  British  agents  fraod- 
ulentiy  evade  the  paymoit  of  thia  duty.  What, 
then,  is  the  proper  remedy  f  A  measure  whidi 
would  prevent  the  fraud,  and  give  fair  effect  to 
the  tariff  of  18S4.  Instead  of  that,  we  are  tioir 
preaented  with  a  bill  which  closes  the  door 
altogether  against  foreign  competition.  This 
is  the  application  of  salivation  and  blisterini:  to 
cure  the  neadache.   The  remedy  is  entirely  too 
violent  for  the  disease.  If  the  bill  had  proposed 
a  moderate  minimum,  and  had  made  a  aoall 
addition  to  the  ad  talortm  duty,  it  ^oold  bare 
received  my  support.   In  its  present  shape, 
however,  I  eonld  not  vote  tcx  %  even  if  it  m-  ' 
iM-aoed  a  prorldon  to  Impoee  aaditiouil  duties  I 
on  the  Importatitm  of  Ktrdgn  nnrits  and  <^ 
h«np.   Sir.  said  Hr.  B.,  I  wish  to  put  dw  I 
question  seriously  to  every  member  within  the  j 
sound  of  my  voice,  whether  they  believe  it 
possible  to  mature  and  pass  a  proper  bill  npoo 
the  subject  during  the  present  sesaonT  If  the 
House  ahould  make  the  attempt,  I  feel  positive 
that  my  course  will  be  proved  to  be  correct.  i 
After  wasting  much  precious  time  in  the  dis-  ! 
oussion,  and  after  dividing  the  friends  do- 
mestic manufactures  themselves,  the  bill  viB 
eventually  be  postponed  until  the  next  sessioB.  j 
I  am  sorry  that  Z  am  compelled  to  make  these 
obserrattoni^  but  ■df-meaervation  is  tiie  first 
law  of  natim;.   As  a  Sepresentative  of  Penn- 
sylvaida,  as  a  fiiend  to  the  tariff,  and  feeling  a 
deep  interest  in  its  p(^larity,  I  can  sever  look 
on  with  indifference  at  the  passage  of  a  bill 
which  will  at  once  prohiMt  the  importation  of 
forwgn  woollens ;  much  less  can  I  do  k>  vbea  | 
that  bill  contains  no  provisions  calculated  to  i 
protect  the  suffering  domestic  industry  of  my  j 
own  State.  ' 

Mr.  HAintTON  aidd,  that  it  was  not  h»  pur-  j 
pose,  at  the  present  time,  to  go  into  a  disnm  | 
sion  of  tbe  policy  of  the  measure  proposed  by 
the  bin  under  consideration ;  he  would  thcra- 
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fore  endeavor  to  confine  binuelf  strictly  to  the 
question  before  the  Hoose,  which  was  substan- 
tiiHj  whether  oar  decision  on  the  proposed 
iocrease  of  dntr  on  woollens,  oaght  not  to  be 
postponed.  For  voting  in  the  affirmatlft  he 
Dad  maaj  reasons,  besides  his  strong  and  nn- 
reserred  opposition,  generally,  to  any  increase 
d  tbe  inmost,  let  it  come  up  in  any  it 
aught.  Bat  to  the  passage  of  the  Mil  at  the 
prmeot  time  there  are  Mdid  objeeti<His.  In  the 
first  place,  the  wlude  eonntiy,  excepting  those 
who  are  to  benefit  by  the  monopoly,  will  be 
tskea  by  surprise,  by  the  imposition  of  an  nn- 
expccted  and  grievons  tax,  at  a  period  when 
tbrec-fourths  of  its  indastjy  is  snfiering  and 
^pressed.  No  anticipation  can  have  been 
fbnned  of  the  blow  which  is  meditated :  for, 
althongh  it  is  perfectiy  tme,  that  several  me- 
morials have  been  presented  from  the  woollen 
maDofjEWtorcrs  and  wool  growers  this  session, 
asking  for  the  bonnty  of  this  prohibition,  yet 
VI  expectation  has  generally  been  cherished, 
that  we  wonld  ztot  act  on  a  partial  interest 
frnn  a  partial  view  of  Uie  gnat  interests  <n 
tluoonntry.  That  this  impraadon  {nw^led, 
lu  would  only  appeal  to  the  oorreqwndenee 
from  this  city,  whuih  had  appeared  in  the  dif- 
ferent prints  in  Tarions  quarters  of  the  ooon- 
trr.  If  a  contrary  apprebmmm  had  been  en- 
teituDed,  your  tables  wonld  have  groaned  on- 
the  weight  of  the  remonstrances  which 
would  have  been  sent  here  from  all  qaarters 
a^inst  this  cruel  and  nnjnst  measnre.  Under 
tiiis  Etibe  secnrity,  even  the  oommeroial  jeal- 
ousy of  the  great  emporium  of  our  Union,  New 
Tork,  bos  not  been  awakened,  or  we  should 
hnve  liad  the  most  copioas  intelligence  poored 
in  apoa  us  from  that  city,  demonstrating  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  the  step  yon  are  abont 
tDtak& 

Have  we  any  information  as  to  its  operaticm 
SB  the  revenue  1  lias  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Mannfootnres  condescended  to 
cnligbtea  us  on  tliis  sabject,  beyond  his  mere 
anrmisea  and  conjectures?  lias  he  obtained 
Mj  estimates  from  the  Troasnry  t  Has  he,  in 
(ne  word,  the  sanction  of  tbe  officer  at  the 
head  of  that  Department,  for  a  measure  which 
is  to  operate  a  decided  prohibition  on  tiie  im- 
port of  one  class  of  woollen  fabrics,  and  that 
class  principally  worn  by  the  poor,  who  can 
least  bear  the  harden V  No,  sir;  bat  he  has 
gooe  on  OS  if  these  considerations  were  nn- 
wortby  of  being  token  into  account.  After  the 
pusue  of  the  tariff  of  1824,  the  people,  at 
feast  from  that  section  of  the  country  from  which 
leame,  sappoaed  that  they  were  to  have  a  respite 
Bud  repose  for  several  years,  from  the  agitations 
of  this  vexations  and  disgusting  topic.  They 
faHv  that  it  liad  terminated  in  a  compromise,  the 
chief  expense  of  which  they  had  to  boar,  bat, 
like  tlie  traveller  stopped  by  a  footpui  on 
Hoanslow  Heath,  who  is  willing  to  compound 
to  get  off  with  his  shirt  and  waistcoat,  even 
viui  the  loss  of  his  coat  and  watch,  they  were 
■nfoi^  and  ctaiteat.  But  It  seems  tlut  this 


blessed  oompromiae  has  not  bronght  peace  and 
secnrity,  and  we  are  again  to  be  thrown  into 
commotion  and  combat. 

A  gentieman  from  New  Hampahire  (Hr. 
Babtutt)  remarked,  when  the  subject  was 
before  the  Hoose  a  few  days  since,  that  it 
ought  not  to  produce  any  excitement;  and 
connected  it  with  an  allusion  for  which,  as  he 
reoeived  your  Just  rebuk&  I  shall  abstain  from 
saying  any  thing  in  rc^fard  to  the  wit  and  deli< 
eaoy  in  which  that  allurion  was  ecmceived  and 
expressed.  Not  (»lculated  to  produce  excite- 
ment t  Did  not  tiie  tariff  of  1824  produce  ex- 
citement? Did  it  not  shake  this  Union  to  its 
centre  t  Did  not  the  people  in  those  quarters 
where  your  ii^ustice  was  most  felt,  boldly  chal- 
lenge you  to  produce  the  warrant  for  your  au- 
thority in  travelling  one  inch  beyond  revenue 
in  the  imposition  of  your  duties !  And  when, 
in  violation  of  tbe  Oonstitation  of  the  Unitea 
States,  you  talked  of  enconroging  domestio 
manufactures,  did  they  not  point  to  that  part 
of  the  prooeediiigs  of  the  Oonvoition  which 
fimned  tins  omstitnticai,  in  wMch  the  power 
to  promote  and  encourage  the  nsefiil  art*,  fto., 
by  boonties^  was  grossly  refused  to  yout 
Ind  they  not  tell  you  that  the  rights  of  proper- 
ty of  one  part  of  the  commnnity  were  invaded 
by  an  iniquitous  taxation,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
smaller  part?  Sir,  the  Just  philosophy  of 
Barke,  in  regard  to  the  people  of  England,  is 
true  as  it  reapects  their  descendants.  That  the 
notion  of  liberty  is  not  a  pure  abstraction ;  it 
attaches  and  adheres  to  something  tangible 
and  sasoeptible  of  sensation ;  that,  as  personal 
rights  were  secure  in  that  country,  ute  vigi- 
lance  of  this  sentiment  was  directed  to  proper- 
ty and  taxation.  And  let  me  tell  yon  that,  in 
uiia  country,  it  e^sts  with  an  intensity  which 
will  always  be  felt  whenever  yon  attempt  in- 
justice in  your  burdens. 

Hr.  BuBoxB  said  he  had  risen  to  state  what 
was  the  real  question  before  the  Ilonse ;  for,  after 
all  that  he  had  heard,  this  seemed  to  be  neces- 
sary. The  tme  and  only  ol^ect  of  the  bill  was 
to  give  to  the  manufacturers  of  woollen  goods 
tbe  protection  that  was  intended  for  them  by 
the  act  of  1824 ;  but  which  they  had  fiuled  to 
receive,  owing  to  the  evasions  of  that  act.  He 
could  not  conceive  how  so  simple  an  object  as 
this  came  to  be  connected  with  the  ratiocina- 
tions of  Hr.  Burke,  with  the  progress  of  the  car- 
avans in  Uroer  the  achievements  of  the 
heroes  of  Hotuudow  Heath,  and  a  variety  <k 
other  sulfjects  which  ^tpeored  to  dance  and 
gambol  throngh  the  imaginations  of  some  gen- 
tlemen. The  discusEnon  of  the  bill  involved  a 
mere  calculation  on  the  value  of  property,  and 
was  no  more  calculated  to  produce  any  excite- 
ment, than  a  common  sum  tn  redaction  or  anb- 
traction.  He  could  not  conceive  what  there 
was  in  the  locality  of  these  manufactures — 
what  there  was  in  the  fact,  that  that  locality 
happened  to  lie  between  certain  parallels  of 
northern  latitude,  to  make  ventiemen  dclisiit  to 
soy  that  the  qnration  invuved  in  this  bUl  was 
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BO  very  serious — that  it  was  highly  dangeroos — 
in  a  word,  that  it  was  a  monstrous  question.  If 
other  gentlemen  chose  to  bring  in  bar  iron, 
and  pig  iron,  and  a  Tariety  of  other  articles 
vhicQ  seemed  famiUar  to  the  imaginations  of 
some  gentlemen,  he  oonld  not  help  it— the 
Committee  on  Hanu&cturos  ooald  not  hdp  it 
—it  was  not  their  project,  and  tliey  were  not 
justly  answerable  fur  objections  which  did  not 
belong  to  the  bill  as  they  reported  it.  The 
manufactnrers  of  woollen  goods  had  presented 
the  subject  of  the  bill  in  various  memorials  lud 
before  the  House ;  and  the  question  was,  wheth- 
er the  House  was  to  postpone  for  a  whole  year 
the  consideration  of  tlio  subject,  because  cer- 
tain gentlemen,  not  authorized  by  their  constit- 
uents to  do  so,  had  suggested  that  other  branch- 
es of  manufacture  were  suffering  in  the  same 
manner  ?  Was  the  Hooee  to  wut  a  whole  year 
for  grievances!  Gentlemen  had  refiBrred  to 
our  great  oomnwrcial  emporium.  Was  the 
House  to  be  told  that  that  great  city  did  not 
understand  her  own  Interests?  Or  would  It 
be  pretended  that  the  merchants  of  New  York 
were  not  imprised  of  the  steps  which  had  been 
token  in  tnis  matter  i  Ikt,  altltough  sixty  or 
seventy  hours  w*ere  sufficient  to  take  to  them 
the  knowledge  of  oar  proceedings  and  to  bring 
back  the  declaration  of  their  wiU,  not  a  memo- 
rial or  a  remonstrance  had  been  received  from 
that  city  in  opposition  to  t}iis  measure.  To 
such  a  remonstrance,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should 
ever  listen  with  the  highest  respect,  as  he  was 
well  aware,  not  only  a  the  wealth,  but  of  the 
intelligence  w^hlch  prevailed  in  that  city.  But 
he  oonld  not,  for  one,  believB  that,  on  a  snl^ct 
like  this,  the  merchante  of  New  York  were 
asleep ;  and  if  it  was  indeed  tme,  that  the  in- 
terests of  commerce  wonld  suffer  so  material- 
ly from  the  passage  of  this  bill,  they  would 
^  have  let  the  House  hear  from  them  long  before. 

He  spoke  of  the  merchants  at  large,  for  be  be- 
lieved tbata  better  knowledge  of  the  principles 
of  political  economy  was  to  be  found  through- 
out the  country  generally,  than  among  a  few 
importing  merdionts,  who  looked  only  to  their 
own  immediate  profit.  The  effects  of  such  a 
measure  were  not  to  be  estimated  from  any 
sodden  consequences  it  might  at  first  occasion. 
In  all  progresuve  systems,  yon  must  allow  at 
least  20  ^ears  for  their  practical  development; 
and  m  that  time,  they  shall  not  have  in- 
jured, but,  on  the  contrary,  benefited  the 
country,  their  tme  character  is  to  bo  estimated 
accordingly. 

Hr.  8tevexson,  of  Vir^nio,  said  that  ho  did 
not  intend  to  enter,  at  this  time,  into  a  general 
discussion  of  the  important  principles  embraced 
by  this  bill.  He  rose  simply  to  state,  in  a  very 
few  words,  why  he  should  vote  for  the  motion 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  sul^ect.  The  question  before 
the  House,  Mr.  S.  conadered,  was  one  rather 
of  expediency  than  of  principle.  The  motion 
had  been  sntsniftted,  with  the  nn|^  view  of 
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ascertaining  distinctly  whether  ^e  Hooso  wen 
prepared  to  discuss,  at  this  seanon,  "  the  prin- 
ciples and  policy  of  the  tari£"  lliis  was  ^ 
only  qnesUon  now  to  be  decided.  If  oeatlema 
wer^determined  to  enter  npon  the  uscuaoa 
of  the  Buliject,  and  to  persevere  to  a  final  neol^ 
he  admitted  they  ought  to  vote  against  the  me- 
tion,  and  to  retain  the  bill  in  the  oommittn ; 
if,  on  the  contrary,  the  House  thought  vidi 
him,  that  it  coold  not  be  fully  and  &r1y  dis- 
cussed and  acted  on  at  the  present  sesNon,  h« 
hoped  the  motion  would  prevail ;  that  the  cm- 
mittee  would  be  distdiai^ed,  and  the  tnll  liid 
upon  the  table  for  the  remainder  of  the  sesaon. 
Did  gentlemen  seriously  believe  that  then 
was  any  probability  of  our  legidating,  at  this 
time,  fully  and  fairly  upon  the  sutgectf  Wu 
there  a  memlier  upon  the  floor  who  iniagiaed 
that  tlie  sin^  hiterests  ot  the  woollen  mtiuiEtt- 
turers,  wMdi  was  alone  embraced  hy  the  jm- 
ent  Ull,  would,  or  oonld  be  conBideicd,  apart 
fron  the  other  branches  of  national  indnstiy, 
u)d  the  great  interests  of  the  country  t  Dm 
they  brieve  that  the  Kepresentatives  of  those 
portions  of  the  Union  whose  interests  ven 
more  immediately  and  more  deeply  aifected 
the  provi»ons  of  this  bill,  woold  at  siloit.  am 
consent  to  its  passage,  without  vindicaliif  the 
interests  of  their  constituents,  and  demanding 
a  general  discusaon  of  the  whole  subject?  k 
was  not  to  be  expected.  This  bill,  Hr.  &.  wd, 
disguise  it  as  you  will,  is  moat  obnoioiB  and 
unjust  It  was  infinitely  more  so  than  the  one 
of  1624,  under  whi<!h  the  Knithcm  and  sooth- 
western  country  were  now  bleeding  at  tnrj 
wm.  Could  gentlemen  hope  to  dme  on  oj 
detachment,  this  protecting  duty  poBcy,  to  the 
utter  ruin  of  the  other  interests  ol  the  coonlrr, 
and  expect  no  opposition?  It  was  impowible! 
It  was  in  vi^n  to  preach  up  conciliation,  if  this 
fittol  policy,  this  poUUcal  colossus,  which  a  to 
overuiadow  and  reduce  a  portion  of  os  to  beg- 
gary, is  to  be  persevered  in  and  adhered  to. 
It  must  beget  ai%-ision  and  hatred,  and  inter- 
rupt the  liarmony  and  peace  of  the  Union. 

Sir,  do  gentlemen  believe  that  a  « 
this  character,  one  which,  two  years  »(o,  tp- 
toted  so  deeply  the  whole  connby,  and  roiMd 
into  action  all  its  rival  interests— a  mtilMt 
which  ^ecta  not  only  the  commero*  w>d  pou^ 
ical  economy  of  the  country,  but  the  hbertj  of 
property  itself  and  the  very  princi[)le>  (rf  th« 
Govemmoit— vUl  be  permitted  to  pass  viih- 
ont  fhU  and  free  disonssioa,  and  the  strMipest 
resistance?  Are  we  again  to  have  the 
which  divided  and  distracted  us  in  lB24t 
we  not  know  that,  after  eight  weeks'  dj*ca^ 
don,  the  present  tariff  passed  thb  House  br 
only  a/«a  totea  f  That  upon  the  great  ques- 
tion of  the  woollens,  the  Boose  was  eqnall.*  "f" 
vided,  (I  beheve  93  and  93,)  and  that  at  UftK 
wos  settled  by  compromise  and  ooncessiffli  b*j 
tween  the  two  Houses  I  Have  we  tine,  aw 
are  the  Honae  prepared  for  this  state  time* 
at  the  present  searitMit  HethoiQ^noL 
it  not  li\JuiionBto^Hr.&nid.,toattaiipt" 
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discms  it,  unless  we  intended  acUng  finally  up- 
on the  subject  1  Would  it  not  be  productive  of 
■eriom  luisoliief  to  the  commercial  interests  ? 
He  appealed  to  his  friend  from  New  York,  on 
his  left,  (Kr.  Oambulbho,)  so  deeply  versed  in 
comnKmial  knowledge,  and  whose  opinions 
oomnumded  so  jostly  the  high  commeDdation 
of  the  House,  to  know  if  the  disonsnou  of  this 
■object,  even  for  a  week,  would  not  produce 
qwcolations  to  the  amount  of  many  miilions  of 
doIlar»l  Was  it  right  to  hazard  such  goum- 
qsenoesf  Did  it  comport  with  the  dignity 
ud  jostioe  of  the  House,  and  with  a  fair  course 
of  It^islation  ?  He  thought  not  Would  it  not 
be  better,  Mr.  8.  asked,  if  a  revision  of  the  tar- 
iff  is  decried  necessary,  and  demanded  by  the 
manuficturer^  to  let  it  rest  until  the  next  ses- 
nuo;  to  bring  then  furiy  before  Congress  the 
vhole  subject  of  free  trade  and  national  indus- 
try, aod  let  the  next  Congress,  just  fh>m  the 
bw«n  of  tiie  pM^^  discnss  and  eettle  the 
toestion.  Saeh  a  eourse  Mr.  B.  thought  much 
tiie  mixe  dennible.  He  presumed  it  was  with 
this  view  his  Mend  from  Pomsylvanta  (Mr.  Bu- 
cuxak)  offered  his  resolution  the  other  day. 
It  was  calculated  to  heal,  rather  than  inflame, 
onr  differences,  and  would  be  the  means  of 
bringing  to  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion, the  hi^  sanction  of  calm,  deliberate,  and 
%mfied  le^slation.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
motion  would  prevwl;  that  the  committee 
Toald  be  ^acharged,  and  the  bill  laid  upon  the 
table,  not  again  to  be  called  up  durmg  the 
prewnt  session.  It  was  due  to  the  nation,  and 
to  the  House,  that  this  should  be  done ;  and  he 
a^iedied  to  Uio  friends  and  enemies  of  the  bill 
to  nnito  in  this  ocHirse. 

Hr.  SiKTBXsoar,  of  Fttntsylvania,  ndd,  after 
»  much  remark  upon  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Domestic  Manufactures,  he 
night,  perhaps,  as  a  member  of  that  commit- 
tee, be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  in  explana- 
tioQ  of  his  opinion  of  the  bUl,  and  of  his  views 
in  voting  against  the  motion  made  by  his  re- 
jected colleague.  You  are  aware,  said  Mr.  S., 
that  the  Committee  on  Domestic  Manufactures 
M  several  memorials  referred  to  them  by  the 
Hotue,  representing  the  depressed  state  of  the 
vooUen  manufactories,  and  requesting  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  subject;  setting 
forth,  amongst  other  causes  of  their  languish- 
ing Btat^  that  the  spirit  of  the  present  tariff 
Tia  evaded,  and  that  th^  were  snffMrers  by 
^  violation  of  existing  laws.  To  correct  the 
cnls  compluned  of,  the  petitioners  u^ed  the 
■doption  of  a  minimum  valuation  for  woollen 
sows,  and  the  assesnnent  of  the  duty  upon  anch 
minimum.  I  agreed  with  the  majority  of  the 
committee  as  to  the  principle,  and  it  was  adopt- 
ed Hie  next  point  was  to  settle  the  mini- 
nwm  prices,  and,  in  doing  this,  I  thought  that 
too  high  ft  rate  was,  in  my  opinion,  required, 
and  voted  with  the  minority.  I  regretted  that 
H  high  a  rate  was  settled,  believing  it  unjust, 
as  regarded  the  general  interest,  unwise  as  it 
TttBted  to  the  manufacturera.    It  was  oalcu- 
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lated  to  produce  an  impression  unfavorable  to 
the  general  purpose  of  the  bill,  and  thus  to  do^ 
feat  the  whole  design.  I  still,  however,  trnst, 
that,  after  the  discussion  which  has  taken  place, 
if  we  go  into  committee,  those  who  advocate, 
and  those  who  resist  the  Mil,  as  it  stands,  m«y 
come  to  some  better  understanding,  and  that 
something  may  be  efibcted,  not  too  exorbitant 
on  the  one  part,  noroppreodve  on  the  other.  I 
cannot  consent  to  vote  for  the  bUl  as  it  stands. 
It  imposes,  in  fact,  an  increase  of  200  per  cent, 
on  the  cost  of  a  certain  (prade  of  gooida,  used 
principally  by  the  poor,  and  an  average  increase 
of  more  than  60  per  cent,  on  the  part  of  the 
present  tariff.  If  the  bill  should  go  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  do  not  despair  of 
such  facta  being  elicited  as  will  lead  to  the 
preservation  of  the  minimum  principle,  and  on 
equitable  a^ustment  of  its  rate,  so  as  to  save 
the  manufacturraB,  without  violating  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  jnst  legislation.  Let  us,  at 
least,  do  justice  to  onrsenres,  by  aeting  upon 
the  Bub|Jeot  without  pr^ndice  and  without  paa- 
rioD.  On  the  motion  before  you,  I  do  not 
think  proper  to  go  into  the  general  merits  or 
demmts  of  the  bill.  Let  that  be  reserved  for 
its  pr(^r  time.  At  tliat  time,  I  trust  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  the  extent  to  which 
I  shall  be  willing  to  go,  may  be  done  with  per- 
fect Justice  to  the  several  ports  of  this  Union, 
after  due  reference  to  their  various  interests ; 
and  I  pledge  myself  to  never  form  one  of  a  ma- 
jority to  do  that,  as  regards  this  nation,  that 
has  not  the  fullest  sanction  of  what  little  of  the 
light  of  reason  has  been  given  to  me.  I  voted 
ogunst  the  motion  of  my  colleague,  although  I 
apprehend  he  will  finally  be  found  to  have  pro- 
posed a  course  which  would  have  saved  the 
time  of  the  House  from  being  wasted  on  a  bill 
that  cannot  be  matured  into  a  law  during  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  MoL^s,  of  Delaware,  said  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  motion  to  discharge  the  commit- 
tee, for  some  reascms  which,  perhaps,  were 
peculiar  to  himself.  Although  he  was,  and 
over  had  been,  an  advocate  for  the  tariff  as- 
tern, he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  could 
vote  for  this  bill  m  its  present  shape ;  although 
he  was  prepared  to  co-operate  m  modifying 
and  improving  it.  But  because  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  Dill  in  that  particular  shape  in 
which  it  hod  been  presented  by  the  Committee 
of  l^o&etnre^  it  d^  not  toOovr  that  he  must 
shun  the  investigation  of  tiie  subject,  and  not 
give  to  it  its  full  and  just  share  of  con5ideraF< 
tion,  if  the  time  allowed.  He  would  now  in- 
quire what  would  be  the  true  effect  of  the 
present  motion.  The  ground  on  which  it  is 
urged,  is,  that  the  House  has  not  now  sufficient 
time  to  inquire  into  the  subject;  and  many 
gentlemen  disposed  to  vote  for  the  bill,  are  un- 
willing to  postpone  it  on  this  ground.  But  the 
effect  of  the  motion,  whatever  may  be  the 
intention  of  its  mover,  will  certainly  be  to  dc* 
feat  the  bill,  and  thus  to  deprive  the  country  of 
the  benefits  derived  from  au  adequate  proteo- 
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tion  to  this  TDlaable  branch  of  our  manufac- 
tores.  The  oonsideratim  d  the  hiU^  at  this 
time,  is  reusted  on  two.  pwiuids :  First,  it  is 
said  that  it  will  prodac©  exoitement,  hj  strik- 
iog  at  the  vital  interests  of  the  country ;  and, 
secondly,  that  it  is  not  snfficienttj  comprehen- 
sive, and  does  not  embrace  a  sufficient  number 
of  objects  to  be  protected.  Ur.  MoL.  sud  that 
none  could  deprecate  more  than  he  did  anj 
cause  of  excitement  in  the  country ;  but,  if  ex- 
citement is  to  bo  produced  bj  the  discussion  of 
this  bill,  it  must  be  because  it  is  inseparable 
from  the  subject  itself.  If  it  arise  at  all,  it  will 
arise  whenever  the  sabject  is  brouf^ht  up.  Bnt 
why,  asked  Mr.  MoL.,  is  this  excitement  pro- 
duced by  it  at  all  t  It  arises  from  a  mistaken 
opinion,  that  the  interests  of  the  difilBrent  parts 
m  the^  great  national  community  are  distinct 
from,  and  opposed  to,  each  other.  I  do  not 
believe  this,  imd,  therefore,  I  am  in  &vor  of 
tiie  polioT ;  hut,  so  long  as  an  opposite  opinion 
is  held,  the  seeds  of  excitement  will  be  here ; 
the  same  causes  of  it  will  exist  at  the  next  ses- 
sion which  exist  now,  and  they  will  probably 
rather  increase  than  diminish.  As  to  the  other 
objection,  that  tlie  bill  comprehends  only  one 
object  to  be  protected,  I  am  m  favor  of  its  con- 
sideration now,  for  this  very  reason ;  it  is  sim- 
ple— it  is  brought  to  one  point  and  confines 
Itself  to  a  single  object,  which  all  can  compre- 
hend. Heretofore,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been 
Qsnal  to  include  manj  ^fiierent  o^eeta  in  the 
same  bill,  in  order  to  carry  scmie  one  vraaA- 
nent  object  of  pcdioy  tiiroogh  the  House. 
Now,  I  am  entir^y  opposed  to  this  species  of 
legislation.  I  disapprove  of  legislating  by 
compromise.  Either  a  particular  branui  of 
industry  requires  protection,  or  it  does  not.  If 
it  does  not,  nothii^  should  induce  the  Hoase  to 
protect  it;  but  if  it  does,  let  It  be  fairly  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  clearly  understood, 
and  then  let  it  receive  that  degree  of  protec- 
tion which  it  merits.  But  I  protest  against  the 
system  of  comprondse.  It  is  a  system  of  in- 
jury. Here  we  have  a  single  object  before  us : 
the  petitioners  say  that  an  important  branch  of 
domestic  iuannfiu:tures  is  now  in  danger  of 
being  wholly  prostrated  by  foreign  competi- 
tion. Now,  it  is  surely  easier  to  o<mprenend 
the  subject,  and  to  judge  if  their  statements  bo 
true,  than  if  all  uie  different  objects  which 
different  gentiemen  may  suppose  to  need  pro- 
tection, had  been  taken  up  with  it  and  included 
In  the  same  bill.  I  at  least  confess  that  I  am 
more  able  to  understand  it,  and  I  am  in  favor 
of  considering  it  for  the  very  reason  that  it  ex- 
cluded the  prmciple  of  compromise.  We  may 
at  least  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
modify  the  bill ;  and  we  can  as  soon  discover 
in  committee  as  we  could  in  the  House,  wheth- 
er it  is  likely  to  be  put  into  snob  a  ebxpo  as 
finally  to  pass. 

Mr.  Davis  sfud  that  the  discusaion  had  taken 
a  much  wider  range  than  could  have  been  an- 
ticipated, by  any  one  acquunted  with  the  true 
nature  ca  Uie  bilL  Gentlonen,  bowerw,  had 
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entirely  mistaken  the  character  of  tlie  mescnre- 
Botii  the  gentleman  from  Fennsylvaiua  ud  du 
gentleman  from  Lotduaaa,  haid  vhoDy  mi*- 
token  tiie  principle  on  which  it  was  fouodtd 
The  Oomnuttee  on  Mannfiwtures  were  tM  tint 
very  extensive  frauds  were  practised  at  the 
custom  hooses,  by  which  the  protecting  dntia 
on  domestic  cloths  were  evaded,  and  tbe  bteii- 
tions  of  the  law  Ci  1824  practictlly  defeated, 
and  rendered  of  none  effect.  They  were  tiked 
to  apply  a  remedy,  and  they  esteemed  it  of 
great  importance  to  do  it.  It  was  obviou^K  in 
vdn  to  increase,  with  this  view,  the  ad  ralorm 
duty :  for,  however  it  mig^t  be  ineressed.  tht 
same  evauon  would  still  be  practised.  Being 
convinced  of  this,  the  C<Hnmittee  on  Maimlic- 
tnres  considered  what  else  could  be  doDe,  ai 
they  adopted  the  minimum  mindple,  as  the 
only  remaining  expedient.  Yet^  to  mikc  i 
r^Etilar  ascending  «cale  of  ndzunnm  prim 
with  small  differences  between  them,  yuoM 
open  a  door  for  precisely  the  same  frauds:  lar 
every  foreign  manufacturer,  whose  goods  vere 
in  reality  above  any  one  of  these  miDimDni 
prices,  would  endeavor  to  introduce  them  ti 
below  it ;  and  there  was  no  guard  agaiiist  ti<ii, 
but  to  make  the  spsce  between  tiie  prices 
large  as  to  render  this  impoeeible.  The  ««:• 
mittee  are  fully  aware  that  the  ^>ace  betvMD 
40  cents  and  250  cents  is  ereat ;  bnt  thej  tck 
also  aware  that  goods  of  the  intennediaU  raise 
are  already  supplied,  and  can  be  made  in 
cient  quantities  fiillj  to  aatiify  fiie  market 
Had  they  interposed  an  Sntenoe^ste  price, 
none  of  the  existing  difficulties  woeU  bave 
been  remedied.  The  motion  of  the  (;«itl!eiB>D 
from  Pennsylvania  proposes  delay— bst  vbtf 
isitthat  istobe  deli^ed!   The  protectioDcf 

Eroperty  to  the  amount  of  100,000,000,  wbtch 
I  now  Jeopardized  and  suffMing  bj  fraud. 
Tbe  memorialists  tell  ns,  their  propert)r  U  fid' 
fering — is  sinking.  Hunt  we  wait  tUl  it  is 
snnk,  till  it  has  perished,  and  thai  come  here 
next  year  to  l^^late  for  its  protectioiir  i* 
this  onr  duty  I  These  same  roemorialiiis  ire 
our  ooontrymen— our  constituents.  So  mcrh 
comi^,  at  least,  is  due  to  them,  as  to  isqciic 
whether  the  statementa  they  have  made  an 
true.  It  is  said,  that  there  is  a  wint  d  time 
to  consider  the  subject,  and  to  derive  tbe  miin^ 
mation  necessary  to  act  upon  it.  Is  tbe  wib- 
ject  new  ?  Is  this  House  takm  by  Eorprc*  I 
If  it  is,  I  am  as  ready  to  agree  to  delay  as  ihe 
gentieman  from  Pennsylvania — ^but  tbe  faetU 
not  so.  This  subject  has  been  pnblidy  afitst«d 
for  montlis  before  we  met.  It  has  been  Ian??'? 
discussed  in  the  public  papers.  Meeting?  ti^vt 
been  held,  and  memorials  have  been  poblL^ieo, 
with  notice  that  they  would  be  presented  to 
this  House.  Those  memorials  have  folloiTN 
us  here,  and  have  been  heaped  upon  onr  take 
from  day  to  day.  They  have  been  referred  to 
a  Standmg  Committee  of  the  House,  snd  a  k.. 
has  been  reported,  two  weeks  ago— pnnttd. 
and  Iwd  upon  the  tablea  of  the  menbeis.  Can 
we  BOW  be  told,  that  thia  is  a  nsv  nlgMtl 
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Ilut  the  House  knfnrs  nothing  aboQt  it  I  That 
it  has  been  taken  hj  nin»iu,  and  baa  not  now 
time  to  oome  to  any  nnmntudlng  of  the  mat- 
tnt  Wat  not  tbm  wry  mljeet  disottssed  in 
188it  and,  if  fiaiHier  fiwta  an  neoessary,  is 
Oere  not  abundant  time  to  obtain  than  I  Tlie 
(Injection,  then,  firotn  tbe  shortneGS  (tf  the  time, 
ii  not  vctthy  of  regard.  What  subjeot  of 
smter  moment  i»  on  the  table  of  tbe  House  I 
Aot  oalf  the  nuuan&etarera,  bat  all  the  grow- 
er of  wool — not  onlj  the  mann£wtiiring,  bnt 
the  Bgricoltaral  interest,  bare  a  deep  interest 
in  the  bill.  They  are  our  oonstitaents — they 
cr7  to  119  for  relief— I  hope  we  abaU  not  be  deaf 
totbeir  entreaty. 

Mr.  CAHBsxLXNa  that  the  Tote  Just 
itisa.  famiriied  another  ertdenee  of  the  im- 
•p^aoatj  with  whicb  tin  frienda  of  the  bill 
Ten  diapoaed  to  fbrae  It  npon  the  Hooaew  The 
geotlemen  tell  ns  abonl  fnada,  said  he,  bnt  ny 
nothing  of  how  they  are  committed.  They 
mj  their  otject  is  not  to  increase  the  daty,  but 
«jj  to  secure  the  coOeotion  of  the  duty.  I 
bare  listnied  attentavely  to  all  they  have  ad- 
Tuced,  and  I  cannot  say  leas  than  that,  in  my 
judgment,  iho  House  is  imposed  upon,  if  that 
b  bought  to  be  the  olfject  of  the  bilL  The 
Terf  disCTssion  of  the  sut^ect  has  a  ruinous 
effect  If  this  debate  goes  on  for  one  week, 
fpecnlations  will  take  place  in  woollen  goods  to 
the  amount  of  millions  of  dollars.  The  ot^ect 
of  tbe  bill  is  prc^ibiUMi— nw  la  there  any 
tMog  in  the  bul,  either  in  its  form  or  anb- 
ttioce,  whidi  wiu  f^Mrate  to  ensore  the  odlec- 
tioaof  therevenne.  It  goe^ra  tbe  other  hand, 
to  Mmihiirt^i  the  revenue.  howevn-^  the 
House  is  determined  to  go  bito  tbe  question,  I 
im  prepared  to  meet  it ;  yet,  with  all  defer- 
ence to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Dela- 
Tare,  I  must  tell  him  that  I  would  rather  take 
the  Tariff  of  1824^  with  all  its  compromises, 
thaa  Uie  bill  now  proposed.  That  whole  Tariff 
bin  was  nothing  to  this;  with  all  its  Tarions 
and  multiplied  provinons,  it  did  not  affect  the 
KHintry  half  so  much  as  this  bill  will  affect  it 
I  tall  <Hi  tiie  Committee  of  Mannfaotores  to 
ttll  U3,  for  they  bare  not  yet  told  ns,  how 
much  doty  it  ia  that  they  intend  to  pot  npon 
these  BDooL  I  ask,  how  ranoh  per  cent,  npon 
the  pnce  their  new  duty  is  intoided  to  de- 
mud  1  We  have  no  report — no  calculation. 
Ttien  the  Tariff  bill  of  1824  was  brought  into 
the  Home,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania, 
Tbo  was  uen  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Vanofacbvea,  (for  whom,  however  I  ma^  bare 
diferol  from  him  in  opimon,  I  ever  chensh  the 
Srealest  personal  respect,)  gave  to  the  House  a 
^atement,  exhibiting,  in  one  column,  tbe  exist- 
ing duty,  and  in  another,  the  duty  proposed. 
Tbis  afforded  the  House  some  data  to  go  by — 
it  enabled  them,  in  some  measure,  to  judge  of 
the  efibet  of  tbe  bill;  bnt  now  we  have  not 
me  itraa  to  guide  ns. 
[Hera  the  debate  dosed  fbr  tida  day.] 


TtntSDAT,  January  23. 
Duties  on  Wool  and  WooUem, 

The  question  pending  before  the  House  bdng 
on  a  notion  of  Mr.  Buchavait,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  dischaige  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  Darther  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  the  protection  of 
Woollen  Huin&ctares — 

Ur.  DwiQBT  said  he  tiionght  there  wera 
some  positions  taken  on  yesterday  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cah- 
BBBLENo,)  which  required  particular  notice; 
and  he  felt  himself  ineUued  to  examine  these 
positions  with  more  particnlarity,  since  they 
came  from  a  quarter  which  might  be  supposed 
to  carry  no  ordinary  degree  of  sanction.  And 
that  was  from  the  city  of  New  York — the 
great  commercial  emporium  of  the  Union. 

The  honorable  genueman  still  insists  tliat  tno 
Committee  of  Manufactores  were  imposed  on. 
By  what  power,  from  what  source,  he  wonld 
ask  ?  Were  they  not  composed  of  enlightened 
men,  selected  from  the  Afferent  quarters  cf  the 
Union,  for  their  partionlar  fitness  for  the  dutiea 
of  the  stati<mf  Had  they  not  made  a  most 
elabOTate  investigation  of  the  evil  which  the 
petitioners  wished  to  have  redressed?  and  had 
they  not,  after  great  delil>eration,  reported  the 
bill  upon  the  table,  to  mitinite,  or,  perhaps, 
totally  to  avoid  that  evil  ?  But  the  honorai  3le 
gentleman  had  asked,  where  were  th^  detailed 
and  specific  statements  of  the  ohurmon  of  tbe 
committee,  upon  which  the  Honse  and  tbe  na- 
tion could  form  their  opinion  of  the  propriety 
of  the  measure  proposed  f  One  of  the  strong 
reasons,  be  confessed,  which  operated  npon  his 
own  mind,  to  induce  him  to  oppose  discharg- 
ing at  the  Committee  of  the  Wlude  from  the 
ftirUier  ocmuderation  of  the  bill,  was,  that,  as 
yet,  no  opportunity  had  been  offered  to  the  hon- 
orable Cnairman  ctf  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures, to  go  into  an  explanation,  in  detiJL  <rf 
the  operation  of  the  several  provisions  of  ma 
bill;  and  yet,  the  honorable  eentieman  from 
New  York,  while  be  refused  that  opportunity 
to  explain,  would  fain  present,  as  a  gronnd  of 
complaint,  tliat  no  explanation  had  as  yet  been 
made.  The  committee  had  stated,  in  the  gen- 
eral, tbe  strong  and  unanswerable  grounds  upon 
which  the  bill  was  founded,  to  wit:  that 
frauds  to  an  alarming  extent  bad  been  com- 
mitted upon  the  revenue — frauds  which,  while 
they  diminished  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
operated  most  extensively  to  embarrass  that 
invaluaUe  branch  of  onr  home  Industry — ^the 
woollen  manafacture.  Bnt  he  has  said,  tkt, 
that  this  affords  another  evidence  of  the  pre- 
cipitancy with  which  the  House  was  disposed 
to  rush  into  legislation.  Where,  sir,  be  would 
ask,  is  this  evidence?  Was  not  the  half  of 
that  period  which  the  law  has  devoted  to  the 
imnoal  le^slation  of  this  great  country,  suffi- 
cient to  mature  a  set  of  provisions  by  which 
the  established  principles  of  onr  nationnl  pol- 
icy were  to  be  carried  into  execution  ?  Had 
not  the  Tariff  of  18a4|  iHer  Oie  AUlert  diiciie- 
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AoOj  settled  tiie  extent  of  protection,  which 
the  nation  were  willing  to  afford  to  this 
Imnoht  and  were  we  not,  in  good  faith,  now 
colled  upon  to  guard  that  protection  against 
the  evasions  compluned  of!  If  this  was  pre- 
cipitancy, to  discuss  a  bill  ailer  six  weeks  of 
maturing  in  committee,  and  hefore  the  Ilonse, 
where  could  bo  foond  the  evidence  of  our  de- 
liberation? What  would  become  of  tlie  hill 
for  occlusion  of  the  BriUah  colonial  ports  ? — a 
measure  of  so  much  importance  that  it  may  in- 
volve us  in  all  the  calamities  of  war  with  the 
most  powerful  nation  of  Europe.  And  yet,  if 
be  was  not  mistakeOf  the  honorable  genQenum 
himself  was  one  of  that  committee,  who  pro- 
posed a  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the 
House  upon  the  hill  alluded  to.  If  this  is  pre- 
cipitancy, sir,  we  may  as  well  adjourn  at  once, 
and  say  that  a  three  months'  session  is  too 
Aort  for  deliberate  legblation.  For  his  port, 
lie  thought  that  no  haste,  consistent  with  a 
fiompetent  miderstandiug  of  the  subject,  was 
too  great,  where  you  were  called  upon  to  legis- 
late for  the  relief  of  a  branch  of  industry 
which  employed  70,000  of  the  people,  and  60 
cr  60  millions  of  the  capital  of  your  country. 
The  very  facta  stated  by  the  honorable  gentlc- 
man,  went  far  to  show,  that  no  such  opposition 
or  alarm  existed,  in  regard  to  tlie  measure,  as 
ho  had  attempted  to  show.  He  had  written,  it 
seems,  ^dozea  letters  to  New  Tork,  and  to  but 
one  of  them  he  had  received  an  answer.  And 
what,  sir,  is  the  inference  f  Clearly,  he  pre- 
sumed, that  the  interest  taken  in  the  question 
among  the  enlightened  merchants  of  New  York 
was  not  such  as  the  gentleman  hod  declared. 
And,  when  you  are  informed  that  four-fifths  of 
the  importing  woollen  trade  in  our  own  ports, 
is  in  the  bauds  of  foreigners,  there  is  an  obvi- 
ous reason  why  the  gentleman's  correspondents 
are  indifferent  to  the  measures  which  are 
adopted  to  prevent  impoutious  under  it.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  made  the  oxtraordi- 
narj  asseroon,  that  this  measure  is  of  more 
importance  than  all  the  Tariff  of  1824.  IVhat, 
air,  is  a  bill,  afEbcting  at  most  the  duUes  to  be 
collected  on  four  millions  of  woollen  goods,  to 
be  compared  witli  Uid  great  system  by  wliich 
articles  yielding  a  revenue  of  twenty  millions, 
were  laid  under  new  and  increased  duties? 
The  gentleman  could  not  seriously  intend  such 
an  assertion.  A  change  of  duties  upon  almost 
the  whole  imports  of  a  country,  to  be  com- 

flared  with  a  change  which  only  affected  the 
DW-priced  broadcloths  and  kerseymeres  1 

Kr.  Uailb  stated,  that  nothing  but  an  impe- 
rious sense  of  duty  could  have  induced  him  to 
submit  any  remarks  to  the  consideration  of  the 
iBouse,  We  are  now  discussing  the  pnmricty 
oi  d^scha^ng  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  father  consideration  of  this  bill.  Wo 
are  not  prepared  to  enter  upon  its  merits  at 
this  session.  It  is  well  known  that  the  State 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  was  not  repre- 
sented upon  this  Aoor  at  the  last  session  of 
Cmgceu ;  conseguentlj  bnaineaa  of  much  in- 


[Jaxcamt.  18». 

terest  to  that  State  was  not  acted  upon.  No 
one  conceived  that  this  measure  would  be  5«ri- 
ottsly  agitated  at  tlus  sesaicH).   The  opinitm  bK 
prevailed  from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to 
the  other,  that  this  session  would  be  eiclo- 
sively  devoted  to  business — business  hepetdS^ 
presented  to  this  House,  and  which  had  sot 
t>een  acted  upon  at  the  lost  se^on.   Su  fir 
as  the  public  prints  are  any  evidence,  iher  . 
generally  indulged  in  the  hope  that  no  fvhjett  \ 
would  arise  cucnlated  to  produce  excitetLdit, 
and  have  a  tendency  to  consome  that  time  that 
onght  to  be  devoted  to  sulgectB  that  have  loofr 
slept  upon  your  table,  and  are  Ukely  to  shire  k 
similar  bad  fortune,  if  this  bill  is  tolcen  up. 
The  question  addresses  itself  to  this  B<mst. 
whether  all  the  variety  of  bills  now  upon  toot 
table  shall  yield  precedence  to  thb ;  wbettnf 
measures  of  essential  importance  to  this  ct.icii' 
try,  shall  lie  over  another  session,  to  give  rfc- 
sideration  to  this  bill;  whether  we  shall  U 
token  by  surprise  and  forced  into  a  dL<Knis-ioiu 
without  information  from  the  Treamrr  Dt- 
partment,  or  from  any  other  sonrce,  as  to  iLe 
effect  of  this  measure  npon  our  revenue — 
without  being  fortified  with  information  fh-m 
our  constituents.    Courtesy  shonld  dictate  u 
the  members  who  nige  tbis  raeasnre,  tloi 
something  is  due  to  other  sections  of  the  f<m- 
try.   Bilu  of  great  magnitude  are  yet  to  be 
acted  upon.   Sixty  or  seventy  private  bill*  ii* 
upon  your  table.   Mr.  H.  said  we  are  boonJ  iv 
do  justice  to  individuals  who  have  waited  n-ai 
tdter  year  for  the  settiement  of  their  jiL<t  de- 
mands against  the  Government,  so  ItMifr  iil'- 
hcld  from  them.    The  bill  for  tlic  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  navy;  the  appropriation  l>ill>: 
the  bill  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  vtr-i  d 
tiie  river  Mississippi,  is  yet  to  be  acted  qi<oq— 
a  measure  of  deep  interest  to  the  new  St^es— 
a  measure  of  great  importance  to  the  Suti-  k 
(Mr.  H.)  represented   A  bill  for  the  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  public  lands,  remits  al** 
yet  to  he  acted  npon — ^herides  other  nwa*iue« 
of  deep  interest  to  the  welfiire  of  other  h<- 
tions  of  oountiy.   Mr.  H.  further  statvd.  itut 
he  had  no  doubt,  and  it  must  be  apparent  \f 
every  one,  that  this  measnre,  if  taken  cp- 
would  consume  the  remainder  of  the  eesf-ion. 
Mr.  H.  appealed  to  the  generosity  of  die 
Ilonse,  to  say  explicitly  whether  other  sefdi-it  | 
of  country  ^Jionld  not  be  heard  at  this  se^"C^  i 
upon  other  snbjects  of  as  deep  interest  as  'i-c 
one  now  proposed.    The  House,  said  Mr.  IT..  I 
ought  not  to  be  hurried  into  this  measure,  h  ! 
is  not  called  for  by  the  expression  of  pnWic 
opinion.   In  fact,  the  Sonthern  peo[de  did  m< 
dream  that  this  measure  would  be  seiws-lj' 
urged.   Mr.  H.,  In  oonclnrion,  stated  that  be 
was  fearful,  if  this  measure  was  taken  up,  ibr 
balani»  of  this  sesnon  would  be  consumed  ir 
debate ;  and  other  business  of  great  imj-oniiAt 
would  share  the  cold  n^lect  it  met  with  ai  t!  * 
last  session — ^he,  Uierefore,  hoped  the  corciuit- 
tee  wonld  be  discharged  fVom  tlie  fhrther  ov- 
nderidion  of  the  aobject. 
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Aiybpiu  for  Ou  D*af  and  Jhmb. 


[H.  or  R. 


Mr.  MrroHKLL,  of  South  Oarolina,  said  that 
ihe  friends  of  the  bill  w«re  tmnecessarily  pro- 
tracting the  debate.  The  Chiur  had  stated  that 
the  real  question  before  the  House  was,  wheth- 
er tbe  biU  alionld  remdn  with  the  committee, 
t>:  be  pat  to  the  House  ?  The  eoemies  of  the 
bill  had  supported  tbe  discfaarge  of  the  com- 
mittcev  with  a  view  to  ita  final  poatpoaement 
If  that  qaeation  were  pat,  the  Hoiue  wonld 
then  decide  on  ita  oonne,  either  to  discnas  the 
MI  on  its  merits,  or  otherwise  to  dispose  of  it 
Sui-li  a  decision  would  relieve  the  poblio  mind 
from  its  anxious  suspense,  and  prevent  those 
&:al  apecolfltiona  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Ci-MBRSLKNo)  had  yesterday 
aaticipated.  Mr.  M.  said  he  taken  differ- 
ent Tiews  of  this  question  from  those  who 
ogrocd  with  him  in  opinion.  His  opposition 
was  not  so  much  to  the  increase  of  the  duties 
on  wooUena.  He  thanked  God  that,  exorbi- 
tant as  they  were,  the  laboring  poor  could  pay 
them.  We  lived  in  a  land  where  anbsistence 
Tas  che^  and  employment  Conduit,  and 
vhere  every  indni^ona  man,  no  mottw  what 
lu£  pvsait,  could  sopply  hlmaelf  with  the  oom- 
tbrts  of  U&.  We  are  not  reduced  to  such  a 
fiate  of  wretched  impoverishment  as  that  In- 
dii>-trr  should  want  the  means  to  pay  revenue. 
Ba*^  his  objections  were  of  greater  importance, 
sai  demanded  the  most  serions  attention.  The 
hill  predated  two  principles,  which,  if  adopt- 
ei  voali  completely  alter  the  oharacter  of 
our  internal  and  external  policy.  In  one  of 
tlicse  principles,  it  differed  from  the  Tariffs  of 
I7Sa.  of  1819,  and  of  1824.  They  taxed  the 
e^mkmer  in  proportion  to  the  valne  and  quan- 
tity of  the  articles  which  ho  consumed.  He 
vko  enjoyed  most  was  to  pay  most.  This  was 
alt  riglit.  It  operated  equally  on  all  classes, 
ati'i  left  each  at  liberty  to  pay  so  much  of  the 
(latf  as  he  pleased,  or  could  afford.  But  the 
hill  proposes  the  reverse  of  this.  It  taxes  the 
poor  and  exempts  Uio  rich;  it  throws  the 
wLcple  burthen  of  Ihe  duty  on  the  productive 
Ulmr,  while  those  who  enjoy  wealth  and 
luxury,  and  are  mere  drones  m  the  hive,  are 
relieved  from  its  exorbitancy.  Tliis  was  con- 
triry  to  every  principle  of  taxation  and  sound 
policy.  If  it  was  right  with  regard  to  a  tax 
oa  consumption,  it  wonld  be  right  with  regard 
to  a  tai  on  property.  But,  is  the  House  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  they  would  adopt  it  in  the 
Ksesment  of  direct  tues  ?  Would  the  people 
nbiait  to  an  imposition  of  the  kind  f  Thcro 
ooold  see  and  feel  it.  They  oonld  com- 
ptn  That  they  pud  with  what  others  ptud. 
Here  they  cannot  But  the  bill  goes  further. 
It  afTcets  onr  foreign  relationa,  and  makes  a 
uirwt  attack  on  o(Hnmerce  and  navigation.  It 
^<  admitted  tiiat  the  duty  amounts  to  a  prohi- 
bilion— to  an  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article 
from  oar  maritets.  And  are  we  prepared  to 
jeopardize  or  limit  those  great  interests?  (3en- 
tkiiien  had  sud  that  the  bill  was  intended 
roercly  to  prevent  the  frauds  practised  under 
the  Tariff  of  1824.  It  was  no  sooh  thing. 
ToulX.— 36 


This  was  a  mere  pretence.  It  increased  the 
average  duty  from  83J  per  cent,  to  60  per  cent 
The  manufacturers  had  petitioned  for  an  in- 
crease to  60  per  cent.  They  wished  to  exclude 
all  foreign  competition — ^to  monopolize  the 
home  markets.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  anxious 
that  the  House  should  proceed  to  a  decidve 
vote. 


WxmnsnAT,  January  S4.  , 
De<^  and  Dumb  Mjfhans. 

Mr.  WuBTS  moved  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  tiie  benefit  of  the  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dnmlk 
which  bill  had  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  and  now  lay  upon  the  taUe, 
The  motion  prevailed — ayes  69,  noes  68. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  pending,  to  be 
on  an  amendment  proposed  by  Hr.  WnrrE, 
Delegate  from  Ftorida,  to  the  proviso  in  tiie 
bilL  the  effect  of  which  was  to  require  that  the 
land  muted  by  the  UU  to  these  Institutions, 
instead  of  being  naarved  to  diem  tot  five 
years,  ahould  be  exposed  to  sale  by  the  Roas- 
ter uid  Reo^ver,  at  the  first  rasidng  sole  of 
public  land. 

Mr.  WtJBTS  had  hoped  t3iat  the  gentleman 
from  Florida  wonld,  on  reflection,  have  aban- 
doned his  amendment  The  situ^ion  of  these 
institutions  (he  could  answer  at  least  for  that 
in  Pennsylvania)  was  such,  as  would  indnoe 
them  to  avul  themselves  of  as  speedy  a  sale  as 
possible  of  the  lands  which  might  be  granted 
them  without  incurring  an  entire  sacrifice.  He 
could  not,  to  be  sure,  expect  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Florida  would  rdy  on  this  assertion 
as  a  snffident  gnarantee.  That  gentleman  had 
ui^Ced,  and  not  vitiumt  an  appearance  of  tea* 
aon,  that  there  were  two  grants  already  within 
the  limits  of  his  Territory,  the  lands  in  which 
were  withheld  from  market,  to  the  ii^niy  of 
the  settiement  of  the  country.  But  this  ob- 
jection did  not  apply  to  ot^er  Territories, 
which  were  much  more  extensive,  and  which 
afforded  ample  space  for  the  contemplated 
grant,  without  any  injury  whatever.  Ajid,  if 
the  gentieman  would  so  modify  his  amendment 
as  to  make  it  apply  to  Florida  alone,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  would  not  oppose  the  amendment  in  that 
shape.  He  expected  this  much  from  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  gentieman,  as  he  had  professed 
himself  friendly  to  the  general  otgeet  of  the 
bill,  and  opposed  only  to  ita  operation  within 
his  own  Territory. 

Mr.  Whitb  replied,  that  he  should  have  no 
olfaction  to  the  genend  measure,  provided  the- 
interests  of  that  Territory  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  were  secured  from  iiynry. 
But  that  Territory  was  the  most  exposed  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States ;  and  although  it  con- 
tained much  land  of  the  first  quality,  yet,  it 
was  notorious  that  the  good  land  did  not  lie  in 
large  bodies,  hut  was  scattered  through  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  countiy.  If  a  grant  to  the 
amount  <^  that  oontem^ated  in  toe  UQ  abcndd 


Digitized  by 


Google 


402 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


E.  OF  B.] 

be  withheld  from  market  for  five  years,  it 
would  be  prodDotive  of  vexj  iifjiuioiis  conse- 
quences. One  lai^  tract  had  already  been 
granted  within  that  Territorr  to  General  La- 
xajette,  and  another  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Aqrlnm  of  Kentucky.  If  the  United  States 
chose  to  proceed  in  this  course  le^slation, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  say  any  thing  against  it. 
All  he  wished  was,  snch  a  modification  of  the 
bill  as  should  fix  the  location  of  any  farther 
grants  elsewhere  than  in  Florida.  The  people 
of  the  Territory  complained  very  hea'^y  of 
what  had  already  been  done ;  and  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  Government  would  not  continue  to 
multiply  these  grants  amone  them,  till  all  the 
good  land  which  rem^ed  uiould  be  tak«i  up. 

Mr.  FowBLL  inquired  of  the  Delegate,  the 
existing  vahie  of  lands  in  that  Territory;  and 
what  would  be  the  value  of  a  townihip,  £r  now 
exposed  to  sale  t 

jCr.  Wsm  replied,  that,  firam  the  nature  of 
the  country,  it  wonld  be  very  difflcnlt  to  get 
an  entire  towniAip  consisting  thronghout  of 
good  land.  The  s^es  of  the  public  lands  were 
at  from  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  to  five  dol- 
lars, and  portions  of  the  good  land  now  sold  as 
high  as  six  and  seven  doUars.  The  valne  of  a 
township  would  depend  entirdy  upon  where  it 
should  be  located. 

Ur.  GoTAN  saw  no  reason  why  the  States  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  should  have  any 
preference  in  this  matter,  and  wished  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  bill ;  bat  the  Chair  pro- 
nounced the  motion  oat  of  order  until  the 
House  should  have  decided  uptm  that  now  be- 
fore it. 

Hr.  Vfma  modified  his  ameiidment  by  in- 
aertine  the  words  "  and  if  any  of  the  said  lands 
shall  be  located  in  the  TemUof  of  Florida, 
then,"  Ac. 

Mr.  McOoT  Bud  that  the  desire  of  the  Dele- 
gate from  Florida  to  protect  his  own  Territory 
was  very  proper,  an^  if  the  bill  must  pass  at 
all,  he  thought  it  ought  to  pass  with  that 
amendment.  It  ^peared  to  him,  however, 
that  the  Congress  oi  the  United  States  was  fast 
getting  down  to  be  a  mere  corporation  for  local 
purposes.  If  he  were  not  opposed  to  this 
nant  in  every  sh^w,  he  should  move  to  amend 
the  bill  by  aubstitutmg  "  a  sum  of  money  "  for 
**a  tract  of  land."  Names,  indeed,  might 
sometimes  change  things,  but  the  ol^ect  of 
these  p^itionera,  and  <n  the  bill,  was  money. 
But  where  conld  the  authority  be  found,  whicli 
empowered  Congress  to  make  grants  of  money, 
or  of  land,  which  was  but  another  name  for 
money,  to  this  and  to  that  corporation,  or  to 
this  and  to  that  individual,  as  a  gift  f  If  this 
was  the  doctrine  maintained,  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  saving  of  time  to  go  directly  into 
a  provision  for  all  the  poor  of  the  country,  end 
to  divide  among  them  at  once,  not  only  all  the 
public  lands,  but  all  the  money  in  the  Treasury, 
and  not  to  be  prefSerring,  aa  they  now  were, 
oert^n  fevortte  corporatims  before  others. 
He  should  be  very  glad  if  the  House  could 


agree  to  dispense  with  the  bill  altogeth^'— Imt 
if  thccr  could  not  do  this,  then  he  uoold  be  in 
fivorof  the  amendment  of  the  gentlemsnfran 
Florida. 

Mr.  OomrAT,  the  Delegate  from  AikuaM 

Territory,  said  he  should  prefer  having  Um  ' 
provision  made  general,  and  not  let  the  benefit 
of  the  amendment  be  confined  to  Fknida  sIoikl 
If  the  House  should  reject  the  present  tneod- 
ment,  be  would  then  offer  another,  whicb  ba 
had  prepared  with  this  ^iow. 

Mr.  WCBia  sud,  although  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment  of  the  gentlenun  frum 
Florida,  as  now  modified,  yet  he  should  ur- 
t^nly  prefer  the  bill  without  any  amendnw^ 
at  fdL  and  he  should  r^oice  if  the  House 
^ould  r^ect  every  amen^ent  which  ahend 
the  provisions  of  bill.  In  aasentiDgtotiii 
amendotrat  as  modified^  he  had  been  coTenttd 
only  by  ade^re  to  aocommodatethe  Ddqpit 
from^orida. 

Mr.  Vfam  eaid,  if  tl^  amendment  dodd 
not  prevul,  he  most  protest  against  tbe  KiH 
altogether.   It  was  calculated  to  do  gml  ii:- 
justice  to  the  Territory  of  Florida.   If  tldj 
policy  should  proceed,  tiH  the  b^  landa  in  tL4 
country  wonld,  by  degrees,  be  covered  with 
grants  from  withont;  the  lands  of  vLii^ 
would  not  be  sold  in  the  mode  jirescribed  bj 
law,  but  wonld  be  held  up  by  private  corpwa- 
tions,  and  companies.   Why  must  thispardcOr 
lar  Territoiy  be  selected  for  every  gnat  c^tbii 
description  i   The  inevitable  effect  of  tbis  t?> 
ton,  would  be  to  prolons  the  p^iods  dcricg 
which  the  Territory  most  Iw  k^t  in  serntsde. 
He  asked  if  it  was  Just;  If  it  was  fidr  to  per 
Boe  Buoh  a  coarse  in  relation  to  coe  wtiailir  , 
TerritoiT,  and  that  the  most  exposed  frontia  | 
in  the  tJnionI   To  the  south,  were  the  Sena-  i 
nole  Indians — to  the  north,  the  Cre^  tnbe^  I 
on  the  east,  the  Atlantic — and  on  the  west,  tho  j 
Gulf  of  Florida.   If  any  Territory  needs  to !«  I 
stnngth^ed  by  population,  this  Territory  i 
a  pre-eminent  claim.   But,  if  grants  wera  did]-  I 
tiplied  upon  grants,  and  all  the  good  lands  va«  ; 
tied  up  in  the  hands  of  private  companies,  im 
Iiterfli7  institutions,  when  would  it  be  ^ 
pled  ?  and  when  would  it  ever  reach  tbe  prif  > 
leges  of  a  SUtel  Mr.  W.  here  repeated  eA  , 
innsted  on  the  aigumonts  he  had  before  vgea-  i 
The  grant  to  the  Kentucky  Asylum  had  l*vn  ; 
pressed  in  the  Benate,  where  the  Temtory  bw 
uo  Beprcsentatire ;  and  thus  the  bill  IaI  , 
passed  into  a  law.   The  grant  to  Lsfcyettf.  m 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  seat  of  Go«rD- 
ment,  left  a  district  of  six  miles  square  a  per-  i 
feet  wilderness.    The  bill  proposes  to  P« 
twenty-four  thousand  acres.    To  take  ib-'i  I 
quantity  of  good  hmd  in  any  one  root,  wowJ  I 
completely  break  up  a  neighborhood,  and  his-  I 
der  its  settlement  for  a  long  period  of  iuk*  | 
He  presumed  that  it  might  be  granted  in  i^  i 
kansas,  or  Michigan,  witiiout  a  like  iqjtuy-,  ,  | 

Mr.  ViHTOv  insisted  that  tbe  effect  cf  ] 
amendment  would  be  not  to  keep  thdrlBDM 
open  for  the  improvement  of  the  actual  Mttk 
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bat,  OD  th«  oonbtu-j,  to  throw  them  into  the 
hands  of  speculators,  who  would  withhold 
tluQi  from  settlement  much  longer  than  the 
time  ooDtemploted  hy  the  bilL  The  amend- 
ment SAJ6  that  the  land  should  be  disposed  of 
the  Be^rter  and  Bec^Ter  at  the  first  sale  of 
pnt^  land.  Kow,  it  was  notorioos  to  all  per- 
iOB  icqownted  with  the  affiurs  of  tiie  pnolio 
ludii,  that  at  those  sales,  10,  20,  and  even  40 
times  as  much  land  was  thrown  into  the  mar- 
ket, as  was  aotuallj  sold.  The  inevitable  con- 
Kqneiioe  of  offering  these  lands  at  such  a  sale, 
mtk  be  their  entire  sacrifice.  Thej  were  lim- 
ited hj  no  nunimnm  price,  as  the  pnblio  lands 
ver&  They  were  not  sore  of  bringing  the 
d(>!lar  and  a  quarter.  They  might  sell  for  ten 
ceu6  or  five  cents  an  acre,  shonld  no  more  be 
offered;  and  the  persons  who  thos  purchased 
them  would  hold  them  back  from  settlement 
ibr  maptma  of  speculation.  For  his  part,  he 
ma  see  no  reason  why  the  grant  in  this  bill 
dtould  be  located  in  any  of  the  Twritories. 
He  had  no  ol^jectiona  to  its  bring  fixed  In  the 
State  (tf  OUdo,  for  he  did  not  oonsider  it  as  at 
an  operating  to  keep  down  the  settlement  of 
the  country.  So  fiir  from  objecting  to  the 
aHowanoe  of  five  years  for  the  sole,  his  objeo- 
tioo,  on  the  contrary,  was,  that  the  land  was 
obliged  to  be  sold  within  that  time.  All  per- 
sons acquainted  with  the  state  of  our  new 
Uuds,  knew  that,  in  the  oldest  districts,  even 
ID  the  State  of  Ohio,  there  were  more  lands  in 
market  than  could  be  sold  in  thirty  years ;  he 
admitted  that  i^  in  the  natnral  progress  of  set- 
tlement, the  lauds  granted  were  likely  to  be 
taken  vp  within  the  five  years,  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Florida  would  upply. 
Bst  sieh  was  not  the  fiict.  The  progress  of 
KtUcment  was  far  flnm  being  so  rapid.  A 
tnnpiilaory  sale,  even  at  the  end  five  years, 
ontatreenit  in  a  sacrifice.  But  gentlemen  hod 
^rety  security  against  nnnecesaary  dday.  The 
interest  of  these  institotiona  would  induce  them 
to  make  sale  of  their  lands  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble ;  while,  so  long  as  they  remained  nnsold, 
thejr  were  subject  to  taxation,  and  were  only  a 
larden  instead  of  a  benefit:  this  matter  hod 
bei>n  fully  tried  in  the  State  from  whence  be 
tame.  Reservations  had  there  been  granted 
for  the  8U]>port  of  schools,  and  no  efforts  hod 
"utxeded  in  making  them  of  any  value  to  that 
insomnch  that  the  State  had  applied  for 
ware  to  sen  them,  ond  Hhtj  hod  actnidly  been 
It  was  next  to  imposrable  to  rmt  lands 
m  a  new  country.  Ko  nun  would  consmt  to 
ttttle  as  a  renter,  who  could,  by  a  little  labor, 
«tain  the  fee  simple  of  the  soil.  The  institu- 
tioitf,  thwefore,  would  be  glad  to  scU  their  lauds 
as  soon  as  they  could  obtain  a  reasonable  price. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment  of  Mr.  WnrrE,  and  negatived. 

_  }lr.  GovAx  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  spe- 
of  l^blatiou ;  but,  if  the  House  deter- 
jnined  to  go  into  this  system,  he  wished,  at 
l»£t,  to  make  it  as  general  as  possible,  ^ith 
"US  view,  he  offered  an  amendment,  the  effect 


of  which,  if  agreed  to,  would  be,  to  include  in 
the  beneficial  provinons  of  this  act,  the  Luna* 
tic  Asylum  at  Columbia,  in  South  Oarolina. 

Hr.  Babtutt  thereupon  offered  the'  follow- 
ing amendmwit  to  the  amendment  of  iir, 
Govak: 

"  And  to  such  Eterary  initltutions  in  everr  other 
State  in  the  Union  as  such  State  shall  direct.'^ 

Mr.  Tatwb,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  tbe  lat- 
ter amendment,  because  it  went  to  indnde 
Stat«s  which  hail  already  received  their  town^ 
ahip  of  land. 

Mr.  OwiN  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  pol> 
icy ;  but  since  it  seemed  the  determination  of 
the  Honse  to  pursue  it,  he  thought  that  the 
same  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  all  insti- 
tutions of  this  character  which  already  existed, 
and  for  those  hereafter  to  be  founded ;  for  if 
Congress  waited  till  these  Seminaries  shonld 
actually  have  arisen  in  all  the  States,  the  ^ood 
land  within  its  control  might,  by  this  tunei 
have  all  been  dimosed  ot 

Kr.  Wfrts  said  that  the  proportion  Of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  was  founded 
on  the  assumption  that  the  grants  contemplated 
by  the  bill  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  States 
within  which  the  instituticms  happened  to  be 
located.  This  was  not  the  case ;  and  he  would 
not  vote  for  the  bill  ou  any  such  principle. 
The  bill  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  tne  StatM 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  as  States,  but 
of  an  unfortunate,  destitute,  and  helpless  por- 
tion of  the  community,  within  a  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  TJniun.  And  he  would  remind  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  that,  for 
these  nnfortunato  beings  within  the  six  New 
England  States,  (one  <h  which  he  represmts,) 
ample  proririon  had  already  been  made,  by  a 
grwt  similar  in  character  to  t^t  now  asked 
for.  It  wonld  be  mere  folly  to  establish  instt- 
tutiona  of  this  description  in  each  State  of  this 
Union ;  and  it  wonld  be  still  worse  to  make 
grants  where  there  are  no  institutions  in  exist- 
ence ;  and  he  apprehended  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  would  be  of  the  same 
opinion,  if  he  had  thoroughly  examined  and 
reflected  opon  the  snbjecL  In  Fenusylvania 
and  New  York  they  already  exist,  and  are  ex- 
tending the  benefit  of  instruction  so  far  as 
their  means  will  enable  them  to  do  it.  He  did 
not  know  how  fu-  New  York  bad  made  pro* 
vidon  for  the  education  of  her  own  indigent 
deaf  and  dnmb ;  bat  it  was  to  the  haaar  of 
Pennsylvania,  tluit  die  appropriated  the  sum  of 
ei^t  thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  this  land- 
able  and  beneficent  purpose.  Here,  then,  were 
institutions  already  in  existenee,  and  through 
them  the  benefits  <^  this  grant  wonld  be  ex- 
tensively ^ff^ued.  But  let  us  not  volunteer 
our  bounty  where  private  chmity  has  done 
nothing  for  the  creation  of  an  institntion.  Be-* 
fore  we  make  a  grant,  let  us  see  a  foundation 
laid— ^et  us  see  an  institntion  in  fbll  operation. 
It  was  a  well-known  fact  to  those  who  had  had 
the  opportmdly  of  obtsining  praotioal  knowt 
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edge  on  the  rabject,  that  private  benevolence 
must  conspire  with  the  public  bonntj,  in  order 
to  produce  a  beneficiu  resolt.  Individnals, 
acting  from  humane  and  charitable  motives, 
must  give  their  time,  their  attention,  and  their 
labor,  to  the  ot^Ject,  otherwise  an  inatitation  for 
the  education  (»  the  deaf  and  dnmb  oonld  not 
flouriflh  anywhere;  and  where  private  cbari^ 
has  not  tiins  been  already  at  work,  there  is 
scarcely  any  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  be 
called  into  operation  by  our  bounty.  He  had 
Mid  that  ample  provision  had  been  made  in  the 
six  Eastern  States  for  the  education  of  this 
truly  nnfortnnate  class  of  the  eommnnlty.  He 
would  show  this  fact,  and  not  ask  the  House 
to  take  it  for  granted.  A  grant  of  land  had 
been  made  to  the  institution  in  Connecticut; 
and,  on  the  principle  on  which  he  sustained 
this  bill,  be  considered  that  grant  as  made,  not 
for  the  State  of  Connecticnt,  bat  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  indigent  deaf  and  dumb  within  those 
States.  Now,  what  was  the  number  of  the  deaf 
and  dmnb  within  those  States!  It  could  be  as- 
cert^ned  with  something  like  cert^nty,  at  least 
with  alt  the  precision  necessary  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  claims  of  other  portions 
of  the  Union  to  a  similar  appropriation. 

Hr.  BABTUcrr  said  he  regretted  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Wubts)  rfiould 
have  thought  proper  to  declare,  so  nngu&lifi- 
edly,  that  the  proposition  contained  in  the 
amendment  he  bad  offered  was  folly — consum- 
mate folly.    [Mr.  Wubts  explained.] 

Mr  B.  observed  that  it  gave  him  pleasure  to 
learn  from  the  gentleman,  that  there  was  an 
escafw  from  the  jndgment  he  had  supposed  was 
pronounced,  inasmuch  as  an  opinion  fi-om  so 
Iti^h  an  authority  might  have  apiven  to  his 
amendment  a  character  which  he  hoped  it 
might  not  deserve.  The  gentleman  had  s^d, 
that  he  did  not  understand  the  sntject.  Ho 
confessed  that  he  had  not  expected,  at  that 
time,  that  the  attention  of  the  Honse  would 
have  been  called  to  it,  but  he  hoped  that  his 
understanding  of  his  own  proposition  would 
save  him  from  the  error  into  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  fallen  respecting  it.  The  gentle- 
man had  said  it  was  folly  to  propose  appropri- 
ations for  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in 
States  where  they  do  not  now  exist  What- 
ever, said  Mr.  B.,  may  be  the  character  of  snch 
a  measure,  that  measure  is  not  mine.  He  pro- 
posed no  such  thing,  and  the  whole  course  of 
the  gentleman's  remarks  were  entirely  aidde 
from  the  snl^t.  Hia  pn^orition  was  not  to 

S've  to  such  institntiona  only,  but  to  Uterair 
stitntions  in  tlie  different  States.  And  if 
there  were  not  in  all  the  States  snch  institu- 
tions to  receive  the  boun^,  it  was  time  there 
should  be.  Why  should  donatirais  be  mode  to 
the  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  only  ? 
Is  it  more  important  that  they  should  be  c<lu- 
cated  than  the  poor  and  illiterate,  who  possess 
the  faculties  of  speech  and  hearing  ?  Are  they 
more  poor  t  They  are,  in  all  the  probabilities 
of  lifo^  the  chUdren  of  as  able  paruitB  as  otfaen. 


[Jaotast,  ie7. 

But  we  are  told  tiie  example  of  this  cluHtj 
had  been  set  We  have  given  to  the  in.<ita- 
tion  in  Connecticnt  and  in  Kentncky.  There 
was  a  reason  for  extending  ^d  to  the  mahi- 
tion  in  Connecticut,  when  it  was  estabii»ltf:d, 
whloh  does  not  now  applj.  Tlds  ^jstm  of 
edneatton  was  Iben  a  new  expeitnent  b  tlu 
country.  There  was  not  soffideat  ecmMaee 
of  its  success  in  the  eonnDuni^  to  euUe  indi- 
vidual  effort  to  struggle  against  popidarjirm- 
dice.  The  Government  gave  ito  aid— it  Itu 
succeeded — and  institntiona,  by  priTtte  ttittr- 
prise,  upon  the  princt[de8  mother  iniUtmio&f 
for  education,  have  since  been  established,  and 
are  successftil.  It  is  true,  also,  that,  at  the  lift 
session,  we  made  a  like  grant  to  the  institniko 
in  Kentucky.  He  remembered  the  passage 
that  bill,  and,  from  his  own  impressioiis,  bad  no 
donbt  that  many  were  influenced,  aod  be 
tbonght  properly,  by  the  argument,  that  Got- 
emment  had  aided  bi  the  establishnient  of  tbt 
kind  for  the  Atlontie  aectioii  of  the  Vvm, 
while  the  extensive  regi«m  west  of  Ibe  iSt- 
ghany  was  tmprovided  for.  It  was,  in  tbit 
view,  considered  an  act  of  justice,  with  tiie  t»- 
liof  that  institnticRia  of  that  character 
hereafter  present  no  peculiar  dums  to  natknal 
patronage.  He  felt  not  less  compasRon  tbo 
otiiers  for  the  unfortunate  bein^  for  vhoce  in- 
struction such  institutions  are  mtended.  Aol 
he  would  not  institute  a  comparison  at  this 
time,  into  the  importance  of  educating  thflii, 
or  such  as  have  the  power  of  speech  tw  bear- 
ing; he  would  only  say,  that,  in  the  Isttw,  ti* 
community  have  at  least  as  deep  an  iatovit 

Mr.  CoNWAT  expressed  a  hope  that  the  ameiw- 
ment  of  Mr.  Govam  would  not  be  adqitti  w 
the  territories  are  completely  excluded  froo  iu 
benefit,  althouidi  they  certainly  had  as  joft  ■ 
daim  as  any  <a  the  States. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Kew  York,  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Babtixit.  He  swd  thai 
the  grant,  if  made,  will  be  applied  to  lit«i-7 
institutions  in  general ;  but  a  grant  to  differcrt 
States  for  this  purpose  has  not  been  calM  for. 
They  have  not  asked  it  The  bill,  m  the  cot- 
trnry,  is  for  two  institutions  actually  ia  eitt- 
ence — ^institutions  fully  organized,  and  in  a^ 
tive  and  useful  operation.  A  Itfge  ct>s>  ^ 
children,  unhappily  deprived  of  the  poTas  w 
speech,  and  of  hearing,  are  in  a  oonise 
ing,  and  the  number  received  is  <Mily  Emitefl  vj 
the  Amds  provided  for  thdr  soppwt  ^ 
wag  a  wide  dlfi^rence  between  tbeee  ciuldm 
and  paupers.  It  had  never  been  bdd  that  tti 
States  were  under  any  obligation  to  ed-atsit 
tiieir  deaf  and  dumb.  But  it  had  always  k«= 
maintmned  and  acknowledged  that  they  *(k 
bound  to  support  their  own  pow.  Tliel*"*f 
provision,  however,  was  for  the  body  tneiviy. 
whereas  the  noble  charity  to  be  aided  by  t.-:* 
bill  addressed  its  invaluable  ben^ts  to  tw 
minds.  It  is  intellect  which  ia  here  to  be  fhw- 
ished  and  developed— and  the  success  cfa^ 
an  attempt  in  r»peet  to  thoee  bora  deaf  «« 
dumb,  conferred  a  Just  derclua  VMie  a  *** 
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made.  The  institutiona  of  this  kiod  abroad 
were  some  of  the  most  distinguished,  both  in 
FnuKe  and  England.  It  ia  not,  bj  any  means, 
propowd  to  provide  grataitoos  instrnotion  for 
tlieehUdreoofUierich.  VLen  they  are  received 
into  Uieae  seminariea^  th^  are  alwara  reoeired 
as  pa;  Kholars.  So  for  as  an  iq>[>eal  is  now 
uL-ue  to  the  National  Govemmen^  it  is  made 
in  behalf  of  the  poor — ^for  those  who,  . in  addi- 
tioa  to  all  the  eviU  of  poverty,  have  superadded 
tbe  priTation  of  speech  and  hearing.  So  sensi- 
ble bad  the  State  of  New  York  been  of  the  im- 
[»:t&iic«  of  providing  this  species  of  instruo- 
tion,  tfasn  an  appropriation  had  been  made  for 
educating  a  certain  number  of  ^ese  unfortn- 
iut«s  from  each  county  in  tho  State.  But  so 
great  wis  the  number  of  the  sufferers,  that  this 
pruvUioQ,  though  liberal,  was  insufficient.  Gen- 
dcnKQ  were  greatly  mistaken  if  they  supposed 
Uiat  the  Iwnofits  of  tiie  New  York  Institution 
ten  confined  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  that 
State  alone.  Its  scholars  are  received  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  of  tbe  worid.  None 
i»  rejected  whom  the  means  of  the  institution 
Tin  miow  it  to  receive.  Institntiona  of  this 
MntI  were  certainly  among  the  most  charitable 
ibt  coald  bo  named.  They  aimed  at  intro- 
dumg  tlieir  unfortunate  objects,  he  would  not 
(ay  to  a  higher  rank  in  the  scale  of  existence, 
but  to  existence  itself.  Their  bene6cence  was 
not  local  or  partial,  bat  wide  and  general  as  the 
m-valencc  of  that  evil  which  it  sought  to  re- 
lieve. TlMjy  wero  in  needy  circnmstancea,  and 
tba  ud  bestowed  upon  them  would  go,  as  for 
upncticsblo,  into  immediate  operation.  But 
the  imtitotions  contemplated  in  tne  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  had 
presented  no  need — ^had  exhibited  no  treasury 
auptied  by  charity — noy,  some  of  them  might 
Dot  yet  be  in  existence.  At  sll  events,  they 
vera  asking  nothing  from  the  House.  It  was 
How  known  by  an  experience  of  thirty  years,  that 
tlie  Tiews  advanced  by  the  delegate  from  Flor- 
i<la  were  not  correct.  The  State  of  New  York 
W  mode  the  s^e  experiment  as  has  been 
aentioaed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  She 
^1  made  r^rvatious  for  the  benefit  of  her 
literary  institutions,  and  that  mode  of  benefit- 
them  had  provedjn  practice,  utterly  ineffi- 
cient and  useless.  Those  institutions  had  all 
^lied  for  leave  to  sell  their  grants,  and  had 
■ctoally  sold  them.  They  had  proved  nothing 
m  a  LQl  of  expense  on  their  hands,  and  they 
vere  glad  to  get  rid  of  them  as  soon  as  any 
Ko«<i»al>le  price  was  offered. 

Ur.  }Urvis  opposed  Mr.  Bastlstt's  araend- 
"icijt,  as  wholly  departing  from  the  original 
o^^jL'cts  of  the  bill,  and  opening  an  entirely  new 
field  of  legislation.  If  it  should  be  deemed  ex- 
Ifedient  to  give  to  each  Stote  a  township  of  land 
wr  general  purposes  of  education,  let  the  meos- 
lut  be  brought  forward  in  a  separate  and  dis- 
JjMt  form.  I^  however,  he  was  not  mistaken, 
iWe  was  Bh«ady  upon  the  table  a  bill  which  pro- 
posed to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
EiffthisTeijrpnipose.  When  that  hill  was  taken 


up,  the  argument  of  the  gentieman  from  Now 
Uampshirewouldbepertinent.  At  present  it  had 
litUe  to  do  with  the  original  ol^ect  of  tiie  bill. 
Besides,  if  any  such  general  dtstribntion  was  to 
be  made,  it  ought  to  have  some  respect  to  tha 
relative  population  of  the  States:  for  it  was 
not  reasonable  to  make  the  same  donation  to 
the  laive  States  and  to  the  small.  The  question 
was,  wnether  the  House  would  do  any  thing 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb  ?  Connecticut  and  Ken- 
tucky had  already  received  its  aid,  and,  by  a 
resolution  of  the  latter  institution,  which  did 
honor  to  its  character,  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  valley  of  the  Misnssippi  were  permitted  to 
share  in  its  benefits.  In  like  manner,  the  in- 
stitution at  New  York  did  not  confine  its  char- 
ity to  citizens  of  that  State,  but  threw  open  its 
doors  to  all  the  world.  Kr.  M.  after  juuranf;  a 
just  encomium  on  the  liberality  of  his  native 
State,  in  making  apropriations  in  uding  tbis 
charity,  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope,  that 
all  amendments  would  be  rejected,  and  the  bill 
passed  as  at  first  reported. 

Mr.  EiTTBiu.  had  long  wished  to  see  the  object 
of  this  bill  browhl  before  the  House,  and  he  re- 
gretted now  to  observe  that  it  had  found  opposers 
on  all  sides  of  the  House ;  yet  if  he  hod  been 
rightly  instructed,  a  grant  hod  not  long  since 
been  made  for  similsr  objects,  both  in  the  east, 
and  in  the  west.  He  asked  to  be  informed,  on 
what  ground  ^ntieraen  were  disposed  to  deny 
the  same  privilege  to  the  centre  of  the  Union. 
Wero  these  grants  wrong  t  On  what  principle 
were  they  wrong  f  Was  it  because  the  same 
grants  had  been  made  to  other  parts  of  the 
United  States?  If  there  was  uiy  thing  in  that 
objection  It  ought  to  have  prevailed,  but  it  did 
not  prevail.  The  grante  were  made— 4hey  were 
rightly  made.  These  institutions  commended 
themselves  to  the  charities  of  every  man. 
They  had  been  cherished — warmly  cherished, 
OS  far  as  private  munifioence  could  sustain 
them.  But  private  means  had  proved  insuffi- 
cient. And  what  do  these  institutions  now 
ask  ?  Is  it  that  a  benefit  may  be  conferred  ex- 
clusively on  New  York  or  Pemuylvania !  No, 
their  doors  are  thrown  wide  to  all,  and  what 
they  receive,  they  receive  only  that  it  may  be 
distiributed  to  all  without  distinction.  It  is  out 
of  ^e  power  of  many  of  the  States  to  have  in- 
Btituticxis  of  this  kind,  and  those  in  New  York 
and  Pmnsylvaiua  are  open  to  rec^e  the  pupils 
firom  sneh  States.  Have  not  they  then  a  r^ht 
to  come  to  this  House,  and  say,  give  the  ssme  aid 
to  us  as  you  have  given  to  similar  iustitations 
in  the  east  and  in  the  w«t?  When  the  unfor- 
tunate deaf  and  dumb  from  our  neighboring 
Stete  of  Delaware  sliall  come  to  the  institution 
in  Philadelphia,  and  ask  to  be  received,  will 
you  oblige  us  to  say  to  them — we  would  gladly 
receive  you,  but  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  I 
Why  is  this  amendment  now  presented  1  Is  it 
iMcatise  the  public  lands  are  at  some  day  to 
be  divided  1  When  are  they  to  be  divided  t 
Howl  To  wh(»nf  For  what!  No  one  can 
tell.  No  gentleman  on  the  floor  eau  answer 
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fhe  inqniry.  The  object  of  the  amendment, 
fhen,  most  be^  to  de^ecy  the  bQl  altogether ; 
nch,  at  ail  events,  will  be  Ite  ineTitaUe  eUbCt. 
Grants,  it  seems,  are  to  be  made  to  all  the 
States,  for  Literary  Institutions.  Literary  In- 
BtitotioDs  t  What  in&titations  are  Uiey !  Have 
they  asked  fi>r  tibia  aid?  Who  has  authorized 
the  bringiDg  forward  this  amendment?  Who 
has  required  it  to  be  brought  forward !  No- 
body. Sir,  I  trust  that  these  institutions  will 
be  suffered  to  stand  on  their  own  application. 
They  have  accompanied  that  application  with 
reasons  in  support  of  it.  We  ask  gentlemen  to 
meet  those  reasons.  Will  gentlemen  say,  we 
refuse  this  application,  becaaso  we  won't  en- 
courage yoQ  ?  Because  we  do  not  approve  your 
ol^ectt  Because  we  have  no  power  to  help 
yon?  Or,  because,  when  we  hdped  others  in 
the  lame  aitoation,  we  Hi  wrong?  Mr.  K. 
condnded  with  expressing  his  hope,  that  the 
amendment  would  oe  negatived,  and  that  the 
Honse  would  vote  on  the  naked  (question  of 
making  a  grant  to  the  'two  institutions  which 
have  solicited  it. 

Kr.  Babtlbtt  now  moved  to  recommit  the 
bin  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landa^  with 
the  following  instractions: 

**  That  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  with  inatroctloos  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  a  general  proTinon  for 
mnts  of  land  to  all  the  States  in  the  tlnioD,  which 
nave  not  already  received  such  graats,  for  Uterary 
or  other  public  inatitutioDs." 

This  motion  superseding  the  question  on  the 
amendment,  the  question  was  acecodin^y  put 
upon  the  recommitment,  and  dedded  in  the  af- ! 
firmative — ayes  Y6,  noes  62. 

&o  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Oomndt- 
tee  <m  the  PnbUo  Lands. 


FmnAT,  January  26. 

Deqf  and  Dumb  Atylumi. 

On  motion  of  Ttx.  v^i^,-*^  it  was 

JSesofva^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Idods,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  Ull  for  the 
relief  of  the  New  York  and  FennBylTanialnstltittioos 
for  the  fnstrncdon  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  Into  the  propriety  of  so  amending 
laid  bill,  as  that  the  same  wilt  give  to  the  Centr^ 
Asylum  in  the  State  of  New  York  for  the  Instruc- 
tion of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  ono4ialf  townddp  of 
land,  and  we^f  township  of  land  to  the  New 
Tork  Gtj  InaUtoAm  for  the  instoooUon  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb. 

In  reply  to  a  remark  of  Kr.  Scott,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Publio  Lands, 

Ur.  Kadkkll  explained  the  resolution,  as  not 
being  inconristent  with  that  passed  yesterday, 
recommitting  the  whole  subject  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Inatitntiona  to  the  Land  Comndttee. 

Kr.  H(»iHAir  added  a  few  words  of  fhrther 
explanation,  stating  that  the  intention  of  the 
nmntitm  was  not  to  propose  any  new  grant  ot 


[JjunuBT,  1S27. 

land,  but  as  there  were  two  instltotions  of  this 
kind  in  the  State  of  New  TorkL  it  mm'y 
sought  to  have  the  lands  iatcnded  for  the  ob- 
ject in  that  State,  divided  between  tiienL 


flaTDfnaTi  Jamiaiy  37. 
Grant*  to  the  Qvapatt  Indiant. 

Hr.  Stbono,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnblif 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  tl.c 
grants  of  land  made  by  the  treaty  of  the  15tli 
of  November,  1624^  with  the  Qoapaw  bi^aiu; 
whidi  was  twice  read. 

Hr.  FoBSTTB  observed  fltat  fhe  UU  mieared 
to  introdnce  a  new  principle  and  a  new  Instrcr 
tion  in  relation  to  Indian  reserves.  He  hof-ed 
its  passage  to  a  third  reading  wonld  not 
pressed  until  Airther  time  bad  been  allowed  to 
examine  its  providons ;  and  with  that  view  be 
moved  to  lay  it  for  the  present  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Btboito  said  that  the  bill  might  no  donU 
be  debated,  as  other  snt^jects  were ;  but  be  was 
somewhat  afraid  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  lest  K 
might  not  again  be  brought  np  in  time  to  tw 
acted  on.  The  treaty  made  with  the  Qnapsir 
tribe  of  Indians  contiuned  an  artide  which 
videa  that  certun  small  tracts  of  land,  amoont- 
ing  in  all,  to  about  a  thousand  acrea,  feicepting 
two  sections  granted  to  a  chi^)  shall  be  icktv- 
ed  fnHn  cession,  and  granted  to  certain  In^au 
by  name—and  the  question  had  arisen,  vbetL- 
er  it  was  the  intent  of  the  parties  to  the  txtitj 
that  tiiese  grants  should  be  in  fee,  or  that  thfy 
should  convey  only  a  life  estate.  In  other  trea- 
ties with  Indian  trib^  when  similar  res^ves 
were  made,  the  language  was  express  that  a 
life  estate  only  was  granted.  But,  in  the  rre«- 
ent  treaty,  no  such  language  was  used,  and  ilie 
Commissioner,  Mr,  (Mttenden,  under  wliose 
negotiation  the  treaty  bad  been  made,  testifies 
that  the  nnderstending  and  intenticm  oo  botli 
ddea  was,  that  these  grants  dioold  be  in  Tef. 
A  majority  of  the  Committee  on  .  the  PoUic 
Lands  were  of  opinion  that  tl^  was  Utt  preMT  I 
interpretation.  A  ndnori^  beld  Uie  ouh-  ' 
opinion.  The  committee  demring  to  carry  tbe  , 
real  intent  of  fhe  trea^  into  effe^  had  report-  i 
ed  a  bill  for  that  purpose.   He  b<^>ed  this  ex- 

Elanation  would  prove  satisfaetmy,  and  the  i 
e  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  | 
Mr.  FoBSTTH  said  he  was  not  hostile  to  tbe 
bill,  but  was  desirous     having  an  opporttmitj  i 
to  compare  the  treaty  and  the  bill  together. 
He  bdieved  he  was  correct  when  he  stated  the  i 
Commissioner  of  the  Genersl  Land  Office  dif-  I 
fered  in  opinion  from  the  m^ority  trf  the  Land 
Committee.   It  appeared,  therefore,  that  there 
was  a  question  in  Uie  case.   Tbe  biU  nves  ctr- 
tain  reserves  to  Indian  chieft  in  fee.  Now. 
they  hold  of  the  United  States  as  citiieDat  a 
did  they  hold  of  their  tribe  as  Insane  t  B« 
ocmdnded  by  moving  that  the  bill  be  laid  sjwn 
the  table  and  printed. 

Tbe  motion  prevdlcd,  and  Uie  IdH  was  a^ 
oordin^y  lud  wl  the  tauSk 
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HunAT,  January  29. 
fSUdtoHW  mmI  <7A«0to«  Imdimu,  • 

Tite  Houe  Tesmned  the  oonrfdention  of  the 
lai^iitiaD  mored  by  Hr.  Voone,  (tf  Ohio,  on 
tbe  25A,  tnd  as  modified  at  the  snggestion  of 
Ur.  TmoH,  oa  the  26th  instant. 

Jb.  Folk  remarked  that  this  resolataon  had 
been  lud  on  tbe  t^e  a  few  days  ago,  on  his 
motion,  for  tbe  purpose  of  enabling  gentlemen 
to  look  into  tbe  docnments.  He  had  examined 
thm,  and  did  not  himself  see  that  there  was 
■aj  neooan^  for  passing  each  a  resolution; 
bat,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  thonsht 
it  Yortby  of  his  attention  to  propose  snch  a 
nD.  be  supposed  it  waa  not  merely  to  gratify 
hia  coriontf ,  bnt  that  be  must  have  some  ob- 
^  in  viev  which  he  pn^oeed  to  effect  by  it 
Ani  he  called  on  Urn  to  know  what  nae  be 
propoeed  to  make  (tf  die  informatlcm  when  he 
ua  obtained  it.  Waa  it  intended  to  fnmish 
aoy  nsefiil  iafimuation  cm  any  snUect  then 
penfing,  and  hereafter  to  be  brongnt  before 
the  Hoose?  If  so,  it  wonld  seem  that  all  the 
{n^etiona  ever  given  to  Commissioners  to 
legotiate  with  In£an  tribes,  from  the  com- 
Bwncement  of  tbe  Goremment  down  to  the 
present  period,  were  eqnally  necessary.  Why 
eali  for  tbe  insbuctions  given  in  this  case 
■lo&et  Did  the  gentleman  propose  to  predi- 
cate on  this  opinion,  when  received,  any  legia- 
ladve  prooeedings !  If  so,  when  the  House 
vts  informed  what  that  le^slative  proceeding 
was  intnided  to  be^  it  might,  perhiuM,  be  prop- 
tr  to  mike  tbe  caU.  If  nMther<tf  these  oljects 
ns  intoided,  the  call  waa  wholly  nseless.  The 
HoQM  waa  left  to  coqjectnae  what  the  gentle- 
msn^s  otjeot  was,  end  unless  he  informed  them, 
ftey  were  cdled  on  to  act  on  his  resolaUon 
▼iutoat  the  necessary  information.  He  wonld 
"brkij  state  the  fitcts  of  this  particnlar  case. 
Bj  tbe  act  of  Congreaa,  approved  on  the  20th 
(tf  Majr  last,  an  appropriation  was  made  for  the 
porpose  of  defrajAng  tbe  expenses  of  holding 
treaties  with  tbe  Choctaw  and  Obickasaw  tribes 
of  iDdiana,  for  the  pnrpose  d  obtaining  from 
them,  if  practicable,  cessions  of  their  lands. 
Three  diatingnisbed  indzens  were  ^>pointed 
OnimitsionerB  cm  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  DMotiate  with  thcan.  They  met  the 
Indiana  of  tihoae  two  nations  in  council,  and 
•very  effort  made  to  obt^  oeariona  of  their 
Isads  resnlted  in  a  total  fi^are.  Tbe  journal 
of  ihftir  proceedings,  oontiuning  all  their  com- 
iDimicalions  with  the  Indians,  and  th^r  an- 
awers,  in  return,  bad  been  published,  and  were 
before  the  Honse.  If  he  had  understood  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman,  made  to  the  Honse 
vhen  this  reeolntion  was  before  nnder  consid- 
eration, die  first  exception  which  be  had  taken 
totheproceedings  of  the  Commissioners  was,  that 
tbe  a(i  of  Congress,  nnder  which  they  were  ap- 
pcHnted,  only  authorized  them  to  treat  with  those 
tribes  for  the  pnipoae  (tf  obtidnins  oearions  of 
thrir  landa  lyhig  within  the  State  ^Mlssisampi, 
and  that  theOommlngoera  had  exceeded  tii«r 
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tnthori^,  by  attempting  to  obtain  all  their 
lands  lying  east  of  the  Miesissippi  River,  a  small 
and  very  inocmaiderable  strip  m  whidi  it  turned 
out  lay  in  the  State  of  Alabama;  and  tbe  sec- 
cond  exception  taken  waa,  Hao  enonnity  of  the 
price  offered  to  the  Cbootawa  for  their  country. 
Now,  a  general  and  satiafiMStwy  answer  to  both 
these  exceptions,  if  they  were  feme,  would  be^ 
that  any  treaty  which  the  Commissioners  might 
have  made  with  either  of  those  tribes,  ,  was 
BuUect  to  the  ratification  of  the  President,  by 
and  with  tbe  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
before  it  waa  obligatory  on  the  Oovemroent, 
and,  even  if  ratified  by  the  constitntional  an- 
thority,  this  Honse,  when  called  on  for  tbe 
necessary  appropriation  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
wonld  have  had  a  ne^ve  on  it,  by  refluing;to 
grant  such  appropriations. 

But  were  tbe  exoeptiaiu  taken,  in  foct  true? 
The  ItnA  rested  on  a  technical  nmstmction 
of  the  act  of  Ctmgreaa,  anthoriring  treaties  to 
be  held,  and  not  In  the  evident  meaning  and 
intention  of  that  act  The  object  was  to  obtain 
the  Indian  country,  all  of  which  lay  in  the  State 
of  Uis^srippi,  except  this  small  strip  in  Ala- 
bama, on  which  but  fow,  if  any  of  the  Indians 
resided,  and  which  could  bavebe«i  of  no  value 
to  them,  if  they  had  sold  all  the  balance  of  their 
conntry,  within  the  State  of  Mississippi.  It 
would,  therefore,  have  been  simple  in  the  In- 
dians to  have  retained  this  small  balance.  Tbe 
Commissioners,  according  to  tbe  evident  inten- 
ti<ni  of  Congress,  propcoed  to  treat  with  them 
for  tlw  wh^e  of  their  lands  on  the  east  of  the 
IQsrissii^  Kver,  including  this  balance.  Aa 
to  ^e  seomd  exeeptitm,  uie  gentleman  fhim 
Ohio  estimates  tbe  price  offraed  by  tbe  Com- 
missioners to  the  Choctaws  for  their  country, 
at  five  millions  of  dollars— this,  he  says,  he  has 
found  to  be  the  case,  upon  calculation ; "  yes, 
sir,  it  must  have  been  '*  upon  calculation : "  for 
it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  propositions  made 
by  the  Commissionere  to  tbe  Indians.  He  did 
not  know  by  what  system  of  arithmetic  the 
gentleman  bad  arrived  at  his  conclusion,  but 
one  thing  he  knew,  tbat  be  was  totally  mls- 
taken.  fie  took  it  on  himself  to  say  that  it  did 
not  amount  to  one-fourth  of  that  sum.  Tbe 
CimmiiBuoDers  proposed  to  pve  them  OM  mil- 
lim  of  dollars,  to  be  pud  In  annmtiea,  as  every 
gentlenuit  eoold  aee^  by  toming  to  the  printed 
doonmenta,  for  th^  country,  consisting,  aa  near 
as  an  estimate  ooold  be  made,  of  about  8,000,000 
of  acrea,  which  would  have  been  worth  to  the 
United  States,  the  moment  the  treaty  bad  been 
consummated,  and  they  could  have  brought  the 
lands  into  market  four  or  five  times  the  price 
proposed  to  be  given  for  it  It  wonld  be  re- 
marked, that  the  blanket,  rifle,  gun,  ammuni- 
tion for  hunting  and  defence,  and  the  one  year's 
provision  to  each  warrior  who  should  remove 
to  the  west  of  Hissiasippi  lUver,  and  a  few  other 
small  artides,  were  provided  for,  by  the  treaty 
made  with  the  CbocUwa  at  Doak^a  Stand,  aev- 
en  years  ago,  by  the  terms  at  wUoh  a  [nrtlal 
exchange  ^  ooontriei  waa  made^  And,  ther^ 
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fbre,  these  items  cannot  tw  prcnwrly  taken  into 
the  estimate,  in  asoertalning  tue  price  offered 
by  the  Commissioners  in  their  late  attempt  to 
treat  with  them  for  their  lands.  He  hazarded 
nothing  in  sajing,  that  the  price  offered  to  theie 
tribea  for  their  landa  was  much  less,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  value  of  the  coontrj,  than  that  given 
to  the  Creeks  for  a  portion  of  their  lands  bj  the 
treaty  concladed  in  this  city  during  the  last 
year.  And  yet,  the  gentleman,  althoa«h  here 
at  that  time,  had  not,  so  &r  as  he  had  learned, 
oon»dered  the  price  pud  too  great. 

Bnt,  it  had  been  mged,  that  the  Oom&dsnon- 
etB  had  addressed  ttid  Lidiscs  in  the  language 
of  threats  and  ooeroion;  that  they  had  not 
been  treated  as  a  free  people,  and  that  they  had 
be$n  told,  if  they  did  not  willingly  do  so,  they 
^ould  be  compelled  to  surrender  tiieir  country, 
and,  in  order  to  asoertain  whether  they  were 
authorized  to  hold  such  language,  it  was  insist- 
ed, the  other  day,  by  the  introducer  of  this  res- 
olution, and  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Vinton,)  on 
whose  motion  it  bad  been  amended,  that  the 
iustTQctions  under  which  they  acted  i^ould  be 
obtained.  He  denied  the  fact,  that  any  such 
language  calculated  to  intimidate,  and  coerce 
the  Indians  to  the  compliance  with  their  wish- 
es, had  been  used  by  the  Commissioners ;  but 
that  they  had  addressed  them  by  arguments, 
and  attempted  to  convince  tbem  of  the  pro- 
priety of  yielding  to  their  wishe^  in  ceding  to 
the  United  States  a  portion  of  their  lands ;  and, 
to  show  more  dearly  the  course  pursoed  by 
them,  he  read  from  an  address  of  the  Oommis- 
^oners  to  tiie  Chickasaw  nation  assembled  in 
cooncil,  aa  follows : 

"  But  should  you  Btiil  be  opposed  to  excbangbg 
your  luida  here,  for  a  country  west  of  the  Husifl- 
ripid,  your  ftther,  the  President,  hss  directed  his 
commu^oners  to  say  to  you,  that  the  interest  of  bia 
white  children  makea  it  hU  duty  to  call  upon  yoa 
to  sell  him  a  part  of  your  land.  His  white  children 
never  vUl  be  satisfied  until  they  have  a  commn- 
lucation  through  their  own  setUementa  between 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see. In  the  late  war,  when  the  British  Invaded 
Louiriana,  our  white  brothers  of  New  Orteans  and 
of  Katchex  were  compelled  to  call  upon  tbeir  broth- 
era  in  Tenneaaee  and  Kentucky  to  defend  them. 
The  ^Batance  was  so  great,  and  the  difficnhieB  of 
Ae  march  so  numeroua,  that  the  coontry  of  the 
Mladsupi^  was,  for  a  long  time,  left  expmed;  our 
towna  would  have  been  burnt,  our  property  plun- 
dered, and  onr  country  lost,  but  for  the  timely  and 
miraculoua  relief  by  our  brothers  of  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky.  They  encountered  every  difficulty  to 
give  security  to  our  soathem  border.  This  state  of 
tbioga  must  not  again  occur.  The  wide  eountty 
between  Hiasaaippi  and  Tennesaee  must  be  settled. 
We  must  have  men  near  at  hand  to  defend  our  sea- 
ports and  our  southern  white  brothers.  Tou  have 
more  land  than  you  can  use ;  your  white  brethren 
have  to  protect  and  defend  their  own,  and  the  coun- 
try of  their  red  brothers ;  they  have  to  defray  all  tiie 
expenses  of  the  Government  in  peace,  and  to  feed 
and  support  their  armies  in  time  of  wsr.  The  only 
advantage  the  Qovemment  derives  from  ita  red 
chUdcen  k|  to  grtt  ooeadonal^,  some  <tf  thdr  landai 
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at  a  fair  and  reasonable  price.  By  refotfng  to  adi  m 
lands,  you  withhold  the  only  means  in  your  power  of 
contributing  to  the  support  and  prosperity  (rf'  ib« 
Government  of  the  ITmted  States.  Sbooid  yoa  ob- 
stinately perrist  in  this,  your  father,  the  Prtaideot, 
will  be  compelled  to  do  that  which  you  otuht  bkM 
wiDiD^y,  and  of  your  own  accord,  to  do.  Tou  met 
see  toe  necessity  of  sdling  a  part  of  your  lands,  so 
aa  to  enable  ua  to  connect  our  lower  and  nppCT  coui- 
tries.  If  onr  Choctaw  brothers  will  act  towudithe 
Government  with  that  liberality  which  we  bsTe  ■ 
right  to  expect,  we  shall  be  mabled,  with  what  ve 
calculate  on  getting  ftran  you,  to  aeeoBap&h  tiaa 
most  desirable  object.  Tour  ftUier,  the  Picsidtat, 
says  you  must  sell  to  your  wUte  Imtheia,  that  part 
of  your  land  which  you  can  most  ctmveuientlyspue 
and  wUch  their  neoessitiea  compel  them  to  bare. 
It  is  not  proposed  by  your  &ther,  the  PrefldeDt,to 
take  any  portion  of  your  country,  without  ginu 
yoa  ample  compensation.  He  w<Hiid  not  debiod 
yon;  anayt>ar  brothers,  the  cMnnrfsriooei^woald 
scorn  to  take  advantage  ritber  of  yoor  wealtBM  or 
your  necesdtles.  Tbey  are  resolved  to  deal  &irir 
and  honorably  with  you,  and  to  pay  a  foil  and  liberal 
valoe  for  your  lands^  in  money,  for  the  bcaadt  of 
the  whole  nation." 

Was  this,  be  asked,  the  langnaoe  ot  ooerdoo, 
or  threotaf  No  oentleman  womd  s^  it  til 
Bnt,  aftw  hftTing  Ikiled  in  every  effort  to  pi»- 
cnre  Aoesuon  oflh^  lands,  the  CMnndsrioncn 
learned  that  white  men  and  tradm  in  the  na- 
tion, who  had  profitable  sitnatioas  among  ib« 
Indians,  had,  and  were  ezercisingf  a  powerfal 
and  undue  bifluence  over  them,  to  prevot  a 
cesdon  of  their  lands  to  the  United  States. 
cret  councils,  at  night,  were  held  to  effect  this 
object.  The  Conmiiasioners,  in  the  journal  d 
iheiT  proceedings  in  tiie  Choctaw  nation,  state 
that,  '*  at  a  private  conncil  of  the  nation,  held 
in  the  night,  to  ascertain  the  Toke  of  the  peo- 
ple upon  the  proposals  which  had  been  made 
to  them,  there  were  present  a  nomlter  (tf  whits 
men,  among  whom  was  the  0(h> tractor,  Vr. 
William  Easton,  when  Ur.  DaTid  Ibck^y,  hitt- 
breed,  attempted  to  ezprees  his  news  in  ftver 
of  a  oesnon,  Mr.  James  D.  UcDoodd  th«  rae 
and  observed  that  Mr.  Uackey  would  not  be 
allowed  to  speak ;  and  Hr.  Uodcej  was  accord- 
ingly silenced  by  the  order  of  the  ooosciL" 
The  Commissioners  having  discovered  tlli^  it 
became  necessary  to  undeceive  the  Indians,  if 
practicable,  and  to  convince  them  of  the  pro- 
priety of  ceding  to  the  United  States  a  port  if 
not  the  whole  of  their  country ;  and,  for  this 
purpose,  the  address  of  the  16th  Novsober, 
1826,  to  which  exceptions  had  been  tskea,'«-as 
delivered  to  the  Indians,  couched  in  stroog  sod 
enei^tio  terms  it  was  true,  but  not  as  had  Mm 
said,  in  the  language  of  coercion  and  thiestsu 
The  Gonunisdoners,  therefOTe,  so  &r  from  mer- 
iting the  slightest  impnt^on  <j$  censure,  de- 
serve the  thanks  of  the  country,  for  their  per- 
severing and  zealous  endMvors  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject of  thur  ^jpointment. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  aud  that  it  was  not  his  into- 
tion  to  object  to  the  object  proposed  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  resolntion  of  toe  gentkman  bm 
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Otiio.  Ife  wished  to  see  tbeae  instruction^  hat 
thm  WIS  modi  in  the  reaotnlioo  vhidt  be 
eoaU  not  approTe.  Hie  answering  of  the  call 
mas  left  diacretionarj  with  the  Executive,  how 
&r  the  call  was  to  be  answered.  He  oonld  not 
f«e  bow  the  disclosing  of  these  instractions  was 
likd;  to  affect  the  public  service.  The  call, 
moreorer,  was  directed  to  the  Pre^dent  of  the 
United  States.  The  nsnal  coarse  in  these  cases 
VK  to  direct  the  call  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
But  soother  part  of  the  resolnticm  was  still 
more  objectionable.  It  first  calk  for  a  copy  of 
the  iostmctions,  and  then  it  calls  upon  the 
President  to  Bay,  whether  Uie  language  profess- 
edly under  those  instniction^  was  anthorized 
kj  him.  Sorely  the  House,  when  it  got  the  in- 
itnedons,  would  be  able  to  judge  for  itself, 
wbether  it  did  or  did  not  anthonte  the  language 
emplc^ed.  It  seemed  rather  extraordinary  to 
call  upon  the  Preddent  first  to  disclose  the 
instructions,  and  then  to  decide  upon  the 
eonstruction  of  the  terms  oontuned  in  them. 
Tlwre  was  something  wrong  in  the  whole  man- 
oer  of  conducting  this  business.  The  House 
VIS  asked  to  make  a  mountain  of  a  molehill, 
ud  to  investigate  the  circumstancos  of  an  In- 
£sii  talk,  as  if  the  country  had  been  conducting 
adiplumatie  n^otiation  with  some  important 
foreign  power.  Indian  treaties  used  formerly 
to  be  conducted  by  talks  held  by  the  Commis- 
»ioiieni  of  the  United  States  and  the  Indian 
Qaek;  the  reanlC  of  which,  on  both  udea,  was 
nbmitted  to  the  Senate.  An  improvement,  of 
Itte  jeuB,  had  been  introdnced,  and  the  matter 
Ttt  now  treated  dipIomaUeally.  Formal  dip- 
lomstie  notes  were  addressed  to  these  Indian 
tribes,  scarcely  one  of  wluwa  oonld  read,  and  as 
Ibnnal  diplotudio  answers  were  returned,  al- 
though none  cf  them  could  write.  This  was 
qnite  a  modem  improvement,  being,  as  he  be- 
HeTed,  <k  about  five  years'  standing.  For  his 
port,  he  bad  no  idea  of  giving  oountenanoe  to 
taj  mch  mode  of  prooedure.  He  knew  that 
aa  idea  was  very  prevalent,  and  was  gmning 
pouiid  in  the  United  States,  that  the  inter- 
cooTM  of  the  Government  with  the  Indian 
tribes  ought  to  be  plaoed  <m  an  entirely  new 
footing.  Sir,  asked  Kr.  F.,  what  are  they  I 
Are  n^ons  Indepoident  of  the  United 
Blate^  or  are  tfaey  not  the  anljeeta  of  our  will, 
and  under  our  control — the  proper  subjects  of 
lcg(->Utive  enactment  in  any  manner  mat  the 
interesti  of  the  United  States  might  demand? 
Has  this  Government  ever  legislated  for  them 
as  individuals?  Or,  have  they  not  ever  been 
treated  as  dependent  tribes?  They  are  so. 
Thej  must  be  treated  so,  and  have  been  bo 
treated  with  nndeviating  rigor,  from  the  very 
commencement  of  this  Government.  Under  this 
impressira  he  would  now  offer  on  amendment 
calculated  to  obtain  the  object  in  view,  and 
vbk>K  at  the  same  time,  would  avoid  ipving  to 
tbia  snUeet  an  importance  whidi  did  not  belong 
toit.  ](r.F.h«e<^!brodthefi3Uowingamend- 
in«t: 

That  the  Bsentary  of  War  be  diieeted  to  ttana- 
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mlt  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  instmetions  given 
to  the  comniismoners  and  agents  of  the  United 
BUtes  under  the  act  of  the  20th  Hay,  1820,  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chlclusaw  nations 
of  Indians." 

Mr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  observed,  he  thought 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  offer  the 
resolution,  had  been  tally  stated  and  explained, 
when  it  was  first  conudered  by  the  House.  He 
had  then  stated  that  he  believed  abuses  did  ex- 
ist; ai^  he  would  now  say  that  he  believed  on 
attempt  had  been  made  to  carry  into  effect  a 
policy  in  relation  to  the  Indians,  which  he 
hoped  would,  when  discussed,  meet  the  decided 
reprobation  of  this  House  and  the  nation.  If 
the  Commiaidfniera  have  used  language  to  the 
Indiana  not  authorized  ij  thtSr  Instonctions^ 
th^  ahonld  be  held  renmnmble.  But  he  wi^- 
ed  to  know  whether  this  p<^y  and  the  course 
pursued  in  these  negotiations,  did  not  originate 
with  the  Executive  or  the  Department  under 
which  the  Oommissioners  acted.  Nothing  more 
may  have  been  dime  in  this  case  than  in  many 
others ;  but  the  number  of  instances  can  be  no 
juetiflcation  for  continuing  to  do  wrong.  He 
did  not  wish  (Mr.  W.  said)  to  convey  any 
chai^  or  impatotions  against  the  character  or 
intentions  of  the  Commissioners.  He  stated 
this  explicitly  before.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Pole)  has  told  us  that  tiiese 
Cummissionors  were  influenced  by  their  great 
2eal  to  advance  the  public  interest,  and  what 
they  believed  to  be  the  poUcy  of  tiie  Govern- 
ment This  seal,  however  laudable,  may  have 
led  the  Commissioners,  and  the  Department 
too,  into  an  error.  We  have  (stud  Mr.  W.) 
been  informed  that  three  or  four  thousand  dol- 
lars have  been  expended  by  one  of  the  agents 
to  advance  this  scheme,  which  he  believed  (and 
perhaps  on  the  information  of  the  Department) 
to  be  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  in  the 

Eromotion  of  a  measure  which  he  (Mr.  W.) 
oped  never  would  be  sanctioned.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  says,  he  most  have  been 
mistaken  in  his  calculations,  when  ho  (Mr.  W.) 
informed  the  House  that  the  amount  proposed 
by  the  Oommissioners  to  be  ^ven  to  the  In- 
dians was  not  less  than  five  mdlions  of  dollars. 
He  condd  assure  that  gentieman  that  the  calcu- 
latitm  was  made  upon  the  documents  uid  esti- 
mates presented  to  us  by  tiie  Indian  Depart- 
mcnt.  And  if  gentiemen  will  look  at  the  mat- 
ter, they  will  find  that  he  had  not  overrated 
the  amount ;  and  he  might  add  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  grand  scheme  in  which  the  De- 
partment of  Indian  Affwrs  had  been  progress- 
rag,  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  cost  the  nation 
little  less  than  twenty  millions.  The  whole 
number  of  Indians  in  the  Chickosaw  and  Choc- 
taw nations,  are  stated,  in  a  docnment  which 
he  had  before  him,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  at  84,625. 
The  expense  of  removing  them  is  estimated  at 
|30  each ;  tlio  cost  of  furnishing  each  warrior 
with  a  rifle,  blanket,  and  ammunition,  and  the 
additioDal  art^lea  proposed .  by  the  Conunia- 
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doners  to  be  given  to  others,  with  provin<ms 
for  the  BQPport  of  the  whole  nation  fbr  one 
year,  wonla  not  be  less  than  |60  for  each  indi- 
TidnaL  These  items  wonld  amomit  to  $1,970,- 
000.  The  sum  offered  for  the  Ohoctav  lanoa 
was  one  million,  in  additiim  to  the  pro- 
posed to  be  given  for  all  their  improvements, 
which  most  be  very  considerable,  as  many  of 
them  are  stated  to  have  good  houses  and  viUna- 
ble  fflrms.  If  these  are  added,  and  the  smns  to 
be  pud  for  the  land  of  the  Ohickasaws,  and  to 
parcbase  another  territory  for  them,  are  taken 
mto  the  account,  he  presumed  the  gentleman 
tfom  TenneBsee  would  find  that  he  bad  not  been 
mistaken  in  the  statement  he  hod  made. 

The  gentleman  fVom  Georgia  (Mr.  Fobstth) 
had  saidthat  the  resolution  is  unusual  and  extra- 
ordinaiyinitsoharaoter;  that  the  inqniry  should 
be  directed  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  and  not  to 
the  President,  as  It  would  otherwise  be  giving 
too  much  importance  to  these  negotiations; 
and  as  no  person  could  suppose  any  iigory 
vould  result  to  tiie.  public  by  the  publication  of 
the  instmclioDs  given  to  the*  Commissioners, 
la  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  Mr,  W.  said,  he  might  refer  to 
the  argament  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
(Mr.  Uaiuc,)  who  urged,  that  tlie  pnhlio  inter- 
est might  be  injured  by  the  publication  of  the 
instractions.  It  was  to  prevent  any  objections 
of  this  kind,  and  to  meet  the  views  of  ^ntlo- 
mcn  who  supposed  there  Bught  be  an  impro- 
priety in  makmg  the  call  without  this  reserva- 
tion, tliat  he  baid  given  this  direction  to  the 
resolution.  It  bos  oeen  alleged,  stud  Mr.  W., 
that  these  Indians  are  entirely  illiterate,  and  that 
scarcely  one  of  them  can  write.  He  knew  one 
of  the  individuals  whose  names  appear  in  these 
documents,  who  was  a  man  of  intelligence,  and 
he  was  pleased  to  find  that,  in  these  Communica- 
tions and  ailments,  the  Indians  had  elevated 
tliemselves  far  above  the  reasoning  of  onr  Com- 
missioners, lie  was  glad,  stud  Mr,  W.,  that  the 
practice  of  conducting  oar  negotiations  by  writ- 
ten notes,  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 

r appears  to  oompluu,  has  been  introduced, 
enables  us  to  judge  more  correctly  of  Um 
character  of  tho  negotiaticais ;  and  to  know 
betto*  the  course  pursued  in  conducting  them. 
In  this  instance,  the  Commissioners  compliun 
that  the  Indians  had  determined  not  to  allow  a 
voluntary  expression  of  opinion,  or  a  fair  de- 
cision to  be  made  in  regara  to  their  proposals. 
The  Indians  in  answer  say,  '*  a  resolution,  it  is 
trae,  was  entered  into,  that,  if  any  man  should 
so  far  forget  his  duty  as  to  accept  money  as  a 
bribe  to  sell  bis  country,  he  should  suffer  a  se- 
vere penalty.  But  this  measaro,  whether  ne- 
cessarj-  or  not,  was  not  uiyustifiable.  The  oir- 
cnmatances  of  the  times,  perliaps,  called  for  it," 
These  individuals,  however  illiterate,  have 
proved  to  us  that  they  could  not  be  brii>ed  by 
nny  inducement  to  sell  their  country.  They 
are  entitled  to  onr  respect  He  wished  the  res- 
ointiona,  for  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  nught  be 
permitted  to  pass. 


[At  this  point,  the  farther  diseosrioii  of  Om 
resolution  was  arrested  by  the  Speaker-ths 
hour  i^pnqtriated  to  resolntious  urbg  ex- 
l^ied.} 


TtntsDAT,  January  80. 
Chiekaaaw  and  Cioetav  /ndtani. 

The  House  agun  resumed  the  couHderatioi 
of  the  resolution  heretofore  moved  by  Hr. 
Woods,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  if  oLbak,  of  Ohio,  sud  he  hid  no  difpo- 
sition  to  prolong  the  discosnon  on  the  retohi- 
tion  introanced  by  bis  colleague,  Qlt.  Woon.) 
which  had  already  taken  a  very  wide  and  mu> 
versal  range.  He  was  satlBfied  for  hinnelt  ud 
he  thought  the  House  would  cmonr  witb  bin 
in  opinion,  tiiat  the  infinnation  esQed  for  hf 
the  resdntiMi,  could  be  of  no  service  vhateTa 
when  obtained,  either  to  his  coHeagne,  to  this 
House,  or  to  tlie  nation.  If  this  treaty  irith 
the  Indians  had  been  suocessfnl  and  we  wm 
about  to  be  called  upon  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject,  then,  indeed,  thero  might  be  earn  m- 
son  for  the  adoption  of  tho  resolution ;  but  tbe 
efforts  of  these  Gommissicmera  have  been  inef- 
foctno],  and  be  could  not  conceive  any  poe^ble 
benefit  that  oould  result  from  the  infonostioB 
dedred  by  the  resolution.  His  ooUesgue  bjd, 
on  the  day  on  which  he  introduced  m  p«to- 
sition,  by  some  remarks,  seemed  toeistminiie 
upon  those  distingaidieu  iudividuals  who  uted 
as  agents  or  Commisdoners  of  the  GoveniBieoi; 
but,  in  his  remarks  on  yesterday,  he  had  eiml- 
pated  the  CoinmissloQers  at  the  expense  pf 
Executive,  Sir,  my  colleague  must  know  Out, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  the  instnu- 
tions  given  on  this  occasion  by  the  Exeontim, 
were  general,  as  they  are  in  all  such  caaa. 
The  Commissioners  were  autiiorized  to  hold  i 
treaty  for  a  c«tiun  spedfied  purpose,  and  veS- 
ed  with  a  discretionary  power  as  to  tlie  manner 
of  conducting  that  treaty.  Mr.  McL.  uid  he 
had  examined  the  documents  refsmd  to  by  lis 
colleague,  in  which  it  had  been  asserted,  tbiests 
were  contuned,  which  bad  been  made  hj  tboie 
Commissioners  towards  the  Indians,  in  otia 
to  coerce  them  Into  measures,  but  he  coald  wi 
discover  any  language  used,  other  tbsa  bad 
been  ctistmnaty  on  all  such  occasioDs,  irm 
the  foundation  of  the  Qovenunokt  Hessidbi 
should  not  have  rose  to  say  a  mud  m  this  ^ 
icct,  had  it  not  been  for  some  remarb  wliA 
had  on  yesterday  fell  from  his  coStagw  (itt- 
Woods)  in  relation  to  a  recent  expenutnrv  at 
some  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  by  so  la- 
dian  agent,  in  his  own  immediate  neighborhood, 
to  aid  some  of  the  Indians  in  Ohio  to  emignu 
to  the  west  of  the  Miseissippi,  which  his  nd- 
league  had  said,  if  authorized  by  the  Execiffitfc 
be  trusted  would  not  be  sanctioned  hj  tUs 
House.  He  advised  Ms  mdleagne  to  ci:tnii» 
into  the  doenroenta  Id  relation  to  this  sobjMt,  . 
beft>rehe  oensores  an  Agent  of  the  GoveniiDeat,  | 
or  the  course  of  conduct  of  one  who  stAndsst 
hi|^  and  dMerredly  to,  in  pnbUo  estimitM^ 
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as  does  the  BenUemBn  to  whom  h«  aUndea.  He 
■aid  it  iroald  be  foand,  that,  hj  a  solemn  trea^ 
lieM  srane  time  since  with  the  Shawnee  nation 
of  bduHifl  residing  in  MiflBonri,  that  the  Gov- 
emmeiit  had  stipmated  to  procnre  for  them  a 
tmA  of  coiiDtt7  qS  the  miwisnpi^  for  and 
in  amaderaticm  ctf  certain  lands  hy  them  ceded 
tothe  United  Statea,  and  that  the  United  States 
■Itould  fnmiBh  them  with  the  means  neoeasair 
t»  uible  them  to  remove  to  their  new  terri- 
yxj.  In  tiiat  treafy,  a  ipedal  reference  is  had 
to  that  part  of  the  same  nation  of  Indians  then 
icdding  in  Ohio,  who  might  be  disposed  to  em- 
igrate to  the  same  territory  witb,  or  to  their 
friends.  This  trealy  had  been  sanctioned  br 
tbe  3«iate,  and  this  Honse  had  approred  it 
ilso,  by  mabduig  appropriataona  to  carry  it  into 
effe^  He  denied  that  the  EzecntiTe,  or  aa^ 
the  Ai^ts  of  the  GoTermnent,  had,  in  this 
utter,  transcended  their  antiiority. 

3{r.  Haili  s^d  that,  since  offering  the  re- 
Btrk«  irfaich  he  had  formerly  made  £a  opposi- 
tim  to  the  resolntion,  he  had  been  indnoed, 
ipoD  refleoti(«i,  to  permit  the  reeolntion  to 
ptss;  not  beoanse  he  believed  that  the  Infor- 
mitioQ  when  obtained^  would  be  of  any  nse. 
Ixrt  to  satisfy  the  gentleman  who  bad  introunced 
tbe  resdotion,  and  to  prevent  any  oppdrtnni^ 
is  (sating  imputations  upon  the  Oommisaion- 
m.  The  genueman,  though  often  called  upon, 
bad  not  yet  informed  the  Honse  what  use  he 
blended  to  make  of  the  information,  when  it 
^loold  be  obtuned.  Bid  he  wi^  it  fw  the 
purpose  of  indirectly  throwing  blame  upon  the 
EiecntiTe!  Was  it  to  make  the  President 
T«rtieep$  eriminit  in  the  threats  which  he  pre- 
tesded these  Commisnoners  had  uttwedt  Or 
raitfiir  the  pniposeof  im^ioating  tiieoon- 
dttrt  and  character  <rf  the  OommisBionera  them- 
Klmt  He  should  be  sorry  to  think  that  the 
PDtlemsn  meant  indirectly  to  oansnre  ^ose 
uglily  distiagid^ed  men,  for  th«r  patriotic 
act  in  oideavoring  to  efibot  this  treaty.  These 
pDtlmea  bad  been  the  organs  of  the  Govern- 
meot  in  that  n^tiation,  and  were,  neoessarily, 
^<Mhed  with  discretionary  power  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  beneficial  oUect  they  had  in 
now.  The  gentleman  had  sud,  that^  hi  folfiU- 
ing  their  tnut,  they  had'  employed  langnage  of 
>a  improper  kind,  and  had  urged  a  policy  which 
*u  not  sanctioned  by  this  nation  or  its  Got- 
cnment  But,thep(dicywhiohthesegentIemen 
ndoideamsed  to  promote,  was  no  other  than 
wwlueh  bad  been  reewnniwutedaneceariTely 
^  Vi.  Konroe,  Mr.  Oalhonn,  and  Hr.  Barbour. 
He  cottld  eee  no  object  in  introducing  tbe  reeo- 
mioD,  Qoieas  it  were  intended  to  embanass  a 
Dul  now  pending,  for  the  gradual  removal  of 
UM  Indians  weat  of  the  Kisnsnppi.  What  was 
it  the  gentleman  wished  f  Or  why  did  he  seek 
todefeat  that  bill)  Was  it  nossible  he  could 
thst  the  Indian  tribes  snonld  remun  for 
u  ladefinite  period  within  the  chartered  limits 
ataj  of  the  States,  and  should  be  maintiuned 
wre  at  the  enense  of  the  States?  Ooold  the 
mim  wiah  to  throw  obfltaolea  in  the  way 


of  their  removal,  when  their  oontinusuce  where 
they  were  must  only  tmd  to  th^  iqjnj  and 
destruction  t 

Mr.  OooEK  Bud  he  had  risen  to  move  that 
this  reeolution  be  laid  up<m  the  table,  never  to 
betaken  up  again. 

B^ng  informed  by  theOhair  thst  a  goitle- 
man  from  Pennqrlvania  had  the  floor  before 
he  rose,  Hr.  0.  took  hia  seat :  whereupon, 

Mr.  Muna  add,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  bad  Imt  anticipated  his  own  inten- 
tion ;  and  he  now  moved  uiat  the  resolutioa  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  dlvi^cm, 
and  the  resolution  of  Itr.  Woose  iraa  hud  on 
the  table  aooordlngly. 


MonsAT,  Febmaiy  B. 
7%e  United  StaUt  and  Georgia. 

A  message,  in  writii^,  was  received  fnnn  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of 
hia  private  Secretary.  (See  Senate  debate  of 
thia  day  for  a  copy  of  the  Message.) 

lb.  FoBBTTH  moTjed  the  reference  of  this 
oommmdoatim  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Honse  <m  the  state  of  tiie  Union.  He  a^d  that 
he  r^moed  that,  at  lengtii,  the  strange  drcum- 
stances  of  this  case  had  been  presented  to  the 
House  in  sach  a  form  as  to  compel  the  render- 
ing of  a  solemn  decisi<m  between  the  Executive 
and  the  State  of  Gteor^a,  and  that  it  was  called 
for,  at  this  time— not  by  them,  for  they  had 
been  demanding  it  for  years  past— but  that  now 
the  call  came  from  tiie  Executive.  He  could 
not,  howeverj  as  a  Representative  of  Georgia, 
consent  to  ait,  and  i^uietly  hear  the  charges 
bron^t  forward  in  this  omnmnnication  againafe 
the  anthoritiea  of  that  State.  They  had  dtme 
nothing  whldi  violated  the  oonstitntlon  of  their 
country.  He  would  mj  tida  in  the  fiue  of  the 
Executive. 

'  [Here  some  member  called  Mr,  FossTm  to 
order,  but  the  Speakw  decided  that  he  was  not 
out  of  order.] 

Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  also  re- 
joiced to  perceive,  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  in 
the  execution  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  his 
duty,  had  not,  this  time,  made  his  appeal  to 
military  force.  He  denied,  however,  the  ex- 
istence of  a!ly  constitutional  authority  to  em- 
ploy such  force,  either  in  the  present  case,  or 
In  any  other  which  bad  oconrred  within  that 
State ;  and  he  r^oioed  to  aee  that  the  E»cn- 
tive  had  now  thought  proper  to  resort  to  the 
mvU  authority.  Mr.  F.  hwe  denied  that  tbe 
Governor  of  Georgia  was  guD^  of  transcending 
the  authority  vested  In  him  by  law.  He  acted  un- 
der the  sovereignty  of  his  State,  and  had  exer- 
cised only  that  disoetitmary  power  which  was 
vested  in  him  hy  her  laws.  He  had  acted  un- 
der rights  exercised  in  every  part  of  the  Umon, 
and  which  bad  never  been  resisted,  except  in 
the  case  of  Georgia  alone. 

Mr.  F.  sud  that  it  would  be  easy  to  £late  oa 
thianl^eat}  but  he  perodved  that  there  eziat- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


412 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  R.] 

ed  ia  rapect  to  it  some  Bensibilitj  in  the  House, 
and  he  woc^  forbear. 

Mr.  Powell,  of  Vii^ia,  inqaired  whether 
.  the  gentleman  from  Geo^ia  antidpated  anj 
Ic^sution  in  reference  to  the  communication 
Jnst  received  f  And  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  expedient  to  refer  it  to  one  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  of  the  Honse,  rather  than  to  a 
Committee  of  the  'Whole  f 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  replied,  that  since  the  inqniry 
hod  been  so  directly  pnt,  be  would  frankly  re- 
ply, that  he  did  not  anticipate  any  legislation : 
and  he  insisted  that  no  legislation  in  the  case 
could  be  necessary  or  proper.  He  considered 
the  Executive  as  asking  the  opinion  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  certain  rights  of  the  State 
of  Georgia.  If  the  opinion  of  ^e  Honse  should 
be  in  affirmance  of  those  rights,  no  other  act, 
tiion  a  declaration  of  anch  opimon,  need  easaa. 
Vety  false  impresrions  were  entertained  on  this 
matter.  It  woa  <»ily  for  the  United  States  to 
will,  and  her  will  would  be  instantly  obeyed. 
There  was  nothing  to  be  apprehended  if  the 
General  Government  did  not  interfere,  and, 
under  the  semblance  of  protection,  stimulate 
the  Indians  to  a  resistance  of  the  auttiority  of 
the  State.  All  the  difficulties  which  had  exist- 
ed from  the  beginning  of  this  business,  had 
been  created  by  this  interference.  Those  un- 
fortunate beings  would  long  since  have  done . 
their  duty  to  the  country,  and  tO'  themselves, , 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  base  interference  of 
infamous  white  men,  who  exercised  an  influence 
over  them.  Was  it  not  mffi<^ent  to  r^r  to 
the  scene  which  had  taken  place  at  this  very 
spot  during  the  last  Winter — to  the  base  and 
infamous  conduct  of  those  who  came  with  the 
Vidians,  under  the  pretence  of  protecting  them? 
There  could  be  no  need  of  any  farther  legisla* 
tion  on  the  subject.  If  the  rights  of  the  In- 
dians had  been  violated,  existing  laws  provided 
an  ample  remedy,  and  the  courts  of  tbe  United 
States  were  open  to  them. 

Mr.  Wbbstir  said,  on  rising,  that  he  was  not 
much  concerned  what  course  this  oommunica- 
tion  should  take,  or  wheUier  it  ahould  be  re- 
ferred to  one  committee  or  anc^er ;  but  he  was 
not  contented  that  it  shonld  be  supposed, 
either  here  or  elsewhere,  that  there  exirted  an 
entire  unanimity  of  opinion  with  ttie  gentleman 
firam  Georgia  on  this  subject.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  must  know  that  there  were  two 
sides  to  this  question  between  Georgia  and  the 
United  States ;  and  he  would  tell  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  that  there  existed  two  opin- 
ions aleo,  not  only  on  that  question,  bat  on  the 
conduct  which  that  gentleman  had  designated 
as  "  base  and  infamous." 

This,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  strong  langnage,  bnt 
it  was  not  argument.  The  gentleman  hod  told 
the  House  that  nothing  b^  prevented  every 
thhig  going  right  in  Georgia  bnt  the  interference 
the  General  Government,  The  gentleman 
denounced  siuh  interierenoe,  a^ing  in  effect, , 

hands  i^fbr  tiie  present:  leave  the  Indiana 
to  the  remedy  of  tt»  conrts.**  Bnt^  Mr.  W. 


[FnBcAKT,  im. 

sud,  he  would  tell  that  gentleman,  that  if  tbera 
were  rights  of  the  Indians  which  the  Cnittd 
States  were  bound  to  protect,  Ihat  tbers  nm 
those  in  the  Honse  anii  in  ue  ooonny  vlu 
wonld  take  their  part.  If  we  have  bonnd 
oorselves  by  any  traaty  to  do  certvn  thiDcii, 
we  must  fhlfil  such  obligations.  High  w«di 
will  not  terrify  ns— loud  dedamation  wiU  sut 
deter  ns  from  Uie  dischai^  of  that  doty.  For 
myself,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  right  of  the  parties  in 
this  question  shall  be  fully  and  fairly  eximind, 
and  none  of  them  with  more  calmness  tbsn  Um 
rights  of  Georgia.  In  my  own  course  in  tloi 
matter,  I  shall  not  be  dictated  to  by  any  SMe, 
or  the  Representative  of  any  State  on  tlu^  floor. 
I  shall  not  be  frightened  from  mj  purpose,  dot 
will  I  suffer  harw  lanffoage  to  jmaooe  any  re- 
action on  my  mind.  I  will  examine  with  pcit 
and  e^nal  care  all  the  rights  of  both  partita 
Occasion  had  been  takoi  on  the  mere  qoestioa 
of  reference  of  this  commniiication,  he  vodH 
not  sfl^  for  argnmott,  bnt  for  the  assomi^ 
of  a  positj<Hi,  as  a  mattw  perfectly  rim  aad 
indisjnitable,  that  the  Government  had  beea  sll 
in  the  wrong  in  this  question,  and  Geonria  bU 
in  the  right.  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  1^'.  mi 
he  did  not  care  whether  the  communirstioit 
did  or  did  not  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  'Vbole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  nor  how  soon  it  t«di 
there,  and  was  there  taken  up  for  dism^ooa. 
When  he  went  into  that  committee  be  should 
go  there,  not  in  a  spirit  of  controversy,  nor  T«t 
in  a  q>irit  of  sobmis^on,  but  in  a  spirit  of  is- 
quiry,  calmly  and  deliberately  to  examioe  tbe 
circumstanoee  of  the  case,  and  to  inve^titnte 
the  rights  of  all  partiee  concerned.  But  be  iai 
made  these  few  remarks,  to  give  the  geotlemis 
from  Georgia  to  nnderstand  that  it  was  not  bj 
bold  denunciation,  or  by  bold  assnmptioo,  thit 
the  members  of  this  House  are  to  be  infiocDccd 
in  the  decision  of  high  public  ooncema 

Mr,  FoBSTTH  eaii,  that  he  had  not^  to  ttis 
knowledge,  denounced  the  House,  or  but  gtnr 
tleman  in  it ;  nor  had  he  attempted  to  dictits 
to  the  House,  or  to  any  mconber  of  it  It  vti, 
however,  perfectly  natural,  that  a  Reprcfcottp 
tive  fhmi  Geoi^  the  Government  of  wbieb 
was  here  arraigned,  should  have,  and  bsr- 
ing,  should  indulge,  some  feeting  on  tbe  nb- 
Ject.  The  honorable  membw  from  Matncba* 
setts  indeed  mig^t  very  well  bo  calm  tud  to-  , 
moved ;  he  did  not  reside  near  the  scene  of  ■^ 
tion ;  the  pec^le  of  his  State  were  Car  remove^ 
and  had  no  reason  to  dread  the  bayonet  it 
their  throats.  It  was  quite  natural  tbat  il>e 
gentleman  should  be  calm  and  di^Msaontte,  | 
and  prepared  to  take  a  cool  and  cmnposcd  ^it:v 
of  the  sutgect;  but  the  Bepreeentativee  tnci 
Georgia  did  not  feel  so.  We  feel  very  diir<;r- 
ently,  said  Mr.  F.,  end  when  I  feel,  1  will  in-t  j 
attempt  to  conceal  my  feeling.  Onr  rights  tun  | 
been  violated  and  their  violatacm  has  been  na^ 
known  to  this  House ;  and  our  a|>peal  has  not 
been  regarded.  AU  we  ask  is,  that  the  ctM 
shonld  have  a  finr  investigatiim ;  and  it  is  eno 
poadUa-pOBBiblflk  bnt  not  probaUe— that  tb* 
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lentletuui  from  HosaachoBetts,  after  such  an 
invest^atiOD,  might  feel  with  na.  The  geDlle- 
ma  from  Uassochosetts  says  he  will  investigate 
tbe  satgect ;  which  inmliea  that  he  has  not  jet 
doDfl  so ;  bat  he,  Qtr.  ¥.)  bad  ezaminecl  it  thor- 
oDgMjr.  He  was  prepared  to  go  into  the  dis- 
cDseioD  of  it  ia  Oommittee  of  the  Whole ;  to  do 
w  di^asrionately,  if  it  were  necessary,  (for 
fhey  too  could  mppress  their  fedings  when  cir- 
cmnstaDcea  required ;)  bnt  if  not,  they  should, 
aod  would,  express  their  feelings,  notwithstand- 
ing  it  might  arav  down  npon  them  the  very 
dispaseionaie  censure  of  the  gentlanon  from 
U^eachusetts. 

Mr  Eaili  expressed  a  hope  that  the  commu- 
uration  would  go  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 
When  a  subject  of  this  kind  was  touched,  it 
TiUtted  on  other  chords  than  those  of  the  par- 
tin  immediately  ooncemed.  Several  of  the 
States  had  ibaidy  exnrdsed  their  rights  over 
tbe  Indians  within  ^tgii  chartered  limits,  and 
Kisassippi  intended  sbordj  to  foUow  the  exam- 
ple, and  ho  conld  assure  the  gentleman  from 
eeorgia  that,  if  the  bayonets  of  the  General 
Gorenuottit  should  on  this  account  be  turned 
■gainst  any  of  the  States,  it  would  speedily  iind 
it9  friends  rallying  round  it.  All  the  States, 
stoated  as  Geor^a  was,  claimed  the  sovereignty 
over  tbe  whole  extent  of  their  chartered  limits. 
Ther  had  forborne  aa  long  as  they  could,  and 
the  fature  destinies  of  the  Indians,  their  future 
location  and  civilizatioo,  or  their  final  extinc- 
tion, must  soon  be  decided  on.  Three  great 
questions  were  Invdved:  IsL  the  powers  of 
v»  General  Government  withm  the  limits  of  a 
fitstfl ;  Sd,  the  power  of  the  States  to  legislate 
within  thdr  own  chartered  limits ;  and  Sdly, 
tbe  power  of  the  States  over  the  Indian  tribes. 
HU  State  might,  ere  this  time,  have  extended 
its  legislation  over  the  Indians  within  its  terri- 
tory. If  it  had  no  right  to  do  so,  this  House 
Wight  at  once  to  say  so.  He  hoped  there  would 
he  na  occasion  to  resort  to  military  force. 
Geoi^oratainly  had  a  right  to  assert  what  she 
helieved  to  be  her  rights,  and  to  speak  her  sen- 
timents on  this  floor.  He  hoped  the  whole 
matter  would  be  heard  and  settled :  for,  should 
Congress  adjourn  without  settling  it,  conse- 
qneeees  were  likely  to  ensne^  of  great  interest 
toinaayof  the  States. 

Mr.  WxBRXB  rose  to  make  one  remark  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Misussippi.  Tliot 
irntlemon,  he  s»d,  had  reason  to  know  that  he 
{Mr.  W.)  was  digposed  to  use  all  proper  author- 
ity of  the  TToited  States  to  extinguish  Indian 
titles  to  lands  within  the  States.  Bat  he  must 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  tiiiat  the 
Stitcs  would  act  on  their  own  responsibility, 
and  at  their  own  peril,  if  they  undertake  to  ex- 
wna  their  Illation  to  lands  where  the  Indian 
title  has  not  been  extinguished.  If  any  such 
measnre  was  contemplated  in  the  State  which 
™  pntleman  represented,  Mr.  W.  hoped  that 
jratlemeu  would  lose  no  time  in  warning  his 
ifMiids  against  making  any  such  attempt.  The 
wonvhiehthe  United  States  held  to  these 


tribes,  of  parental  guardianship  over  these  rem- 
nants of  mighty  nations  now  no  more,  was  a 
very  delicate  relation.  Its  general  character 
was  that  of  protection,  and,  while  every  fadlify 
was  given  to  the  extinguishment  of  IncUiui  titl& 
let  not  that  circumstimce  be  so  far  presumed 
on,  that  the  States  shonld  attempt  to  exercise 
authority  within  the  Indian  limits.  Any  such 
conrse  would  be  attempted  at  their  own  re- 
sponMbUity.  Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  saying  that 
he  was  ready  to  do  all  that  could  be  done  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  title  in  the  States,  and 
particularly  in  the  States  east  of  the  Mississip- 
pi. But  this  disposition,  common  to  all  parts 
of  the  country,  should  not  be  bo  far  presumed 
upon  as  that  any  State  should  nndertake,  of  its 
own  mere  motion,  to  exercise  an  authority  over 
the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  guaranteed 
by  treaties,  Ac. 

Mr.  Babtuett  aidd  that  he  had  not  riam  fbr 
the  purpose  of  entering  on  the  general  subject, 
but  merely  to  nicest  to  the  gentleman  n-om 
Georgia,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  refer 
the  communication  to  one  of  the  Comnuttees  of 
the  House.  Before  any  thing  like  a  correct  de- 
cision coold  be  had,  many  facts  must  be  inquired 
into ;  and  it  would  facilitate  the  debate  and  the 
decision,  if  these  facts  should  previously  be  as- 
certMued  and  reported  to  the  House  by  one  of 
its  committees^  Should  the  sutfject  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  fhia  was  doneL 
much  room  would  be  left  for  declamation,  and 
much  time  probably  wasted,  which  might  other- 
wise he  saved.  He  should  suppose  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  would  be  a  very  proper 
reference. 

Mr.  Wmanr  said,  that,  with  the  very  imper- 
fect understanding  whidi  the  House  now  pos- 
sessed of  the  paper  to  be  referred,  they  were 
not  in  circumstances  to  decide  whether  the  case 
was  such  as  required  legislation  or  not.  Even 
the  present  discussion  he  considered  premature ; 
and  with  a  view  that  every  member  might  ob- 
tain a  right  understanding  of  what  the  commu- 
nication was,  he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
and  to  print  it. 

This  motion  prevailed ;  and  it  was  laid  np<Hi 
the  taUe,  accordingly. 


TuisnAT,  Fehmary  6, 
Pfiktr  Mcpaditim. 

Mr.  WoKTHHTOTON,  flrom  a  Select  Committee, 
appointed  on  certain  memorials  in  behalf  of  an 
expedition  of  discovery  in  the  Polar  regions, 
asked  to  be  disohoi^^  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  that  subject,  and  of  the  several 
memorials  thereon,  and  that  tho  same  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Stokbs  (chairman  of  that  committee) 
opposed  the  motion.  The  memorials,  if  they 
went  to  either  of  the  standing  committees, 
seemed  rather  to  belong  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce ;  but  they  did  not  appertain  strictly 
to  any  one  of  tbe  standing  committees.  The 
anltject  ^ipropri^y  hdonged  to  a^>edal  comr 
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mittee— each  as  had  been  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  EvKRBTT  said,  that  he  was  not  folly  ap- 
prised of  the  nature  of  the  memorial — ^for  the 
Select  Gomtnittee  had,  at  the  instance  of  the 
ffenUeman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wobthinoton,) 
been  raised  on  the  first  memorial  alone — ^but^ 
from  what  he  knew  of  the  subject,  he  was 
induced  to  hope  that  the  Select  Committee 
would  be  discharged  from  its  consideration; 
and  that  it  would  be  referred  to  no  otlier  com- 
mittee of  this  House.  He  did  not  undertake 
to  decide  on  the  speculation  of  which  he  un- 
derstood some  part  of  the  memorial  to  consist. 
At  the  proper  time,  and  under  pn^r  circum- 
etanoes,  he  was  disposed  to  fkwr  any  mider- 
t^dng  the  olject  of  which  was  to  advance  the 
canse  <mF  science.  He  thought  very  hif^y  of 
the  efforts  which  had  been  made  by  other 
nations,  to  explore  the  unknown  tc^^his  of  the 
earth :  bnt,  on  the  subject  of  these  maumialfL 
he  did  not  think  the  public  mind  had  reached 
such  a  point  as  would  lead  them  to  approve 
of  an  undertaking  based  on  a  theory  of  the 
kind  referred  to.  He  was  far  from  wishing, 
or  intending,  to  cast  any  thing  like  ridicule  on 
the  theory ;  he  did  not  profess  to  be  sufficient- 
ly acqu^nted  with  the  principles  on  which  the 
Kewtcmian  theory  was  founded,  to  pronounce 
between  them.  At  all  events,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  natlbn  would  approve  ci  the  time  of 
tlds  Honse  being  occupied  with  a  consideration 
of  the  Bulfject.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  divide 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  irom  Maryland, 
BO  that  the  select  committee  might  be  dis- 
chai^ed,  and  the  memorials  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  BircnANAir  said  he  had  not  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  any  opinion  with  respect 
to  tiie  truth  or  f^dsehood  of  the  ^leculationB  in 
these  memorials.  But  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  he  stood  toward  some  of  the  memorial- 
ists, rendered  it  proper  for  him  to  sa^  a  word 
on  the  snbject.  Some  of  the  memorials  were 
presented  by  men  of  as  great  respectability  in 
the  c(nnmumt7,  of  as  cool  heads,  and  as  far 
removed  from  any  tinng  like  enthnriamo,  or 
credulity,  as  any  uiat  cobld  be  found.  They 
recommended  not  an  expedition  to  Symmes's 
hde,  (if  there  was  such  a  place.)  but  an  expedi- 
tion of  discovery  in  the  high  latitudes  of  both 
hemispheres.    That  was  the  snlgect  of  the 

Srayer  of  these  petitioners — a  sul^ject  entirely 
istinct  from  the  peculiarities  of  any  hypotho- 
ns.  He  hoped  it  would  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs — as,  should  any 
expedition  be  determined  on,  that  would  be 
the  appropriate  committee  through  which  the 
report  ought  to  come.  The  L^ialature  of 
Maryland  was  among  the  petitioners  on  this 
subject.  They  had  onanimoudy  reo<Hnmended 
the  saltfect  to  the  attention  of  Oongreas— other 
petitions  came  from  various  ports  in  the  United 
States.  He  ^on|^t  it  was  due  to  the  charac- 
ter and  stan^ng  of  these  memraialists,  tiat 
proper  attention  dumld  be  paid  to  their  f^jdi- 


caticm.  For  himself  be  professed  to  hare 
formed  no  opinion  an  the  suUect  of  fommes^ 
theory.  There  might  be  a  nde  at  tiie  poles 
for  an^t  he  knew ;  but  however  that  miAt 
be,  the  e^)edition  recommended  was  not  nr 
the  purpose  of  finding  it. 

Mj*.  Wbemb  said  he  had  in  his  hand  a  petiti<n 
from  the  Grovemor,  Council,  and  Chancellor 
Maryland,  on  this  subject,  wliich  he  wished  t« 
present  [He  was  reminded  by  the  Chair  tiist 
this  was  not  the  time  for  the  presentition  rf 
petitions.] 

The  question  being  then  taken,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  'ULc.  WoBTBiKaTON,  it  was  dedded  in 
thenflgative. 

SiTUBDAT,  February  10. 
Jefatoti  Lottery  BiU. 
Mr.  Alxzandeh,  of  Virginia,  fhnn  the  Com* 
mittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  irliicii 
had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  Scn&te,  to 
authorize  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Vaah- 
ington  to  introduce  into  the  lotteries  thcf  are 
authorized  to  establish  certun  hind  pma, 
(being  the  lands  of  the  late  FVesident  Mo' 
son,)  reported  the  some  without  amendnKiit 

On  reporting  this  bill,  Mr.  A  obcrred, 
that  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  had  vueti  an 
act  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  Jb.  Jeff«^ 
granting  a  lottery  for  the  dispoul  of  hii 
estate.  An  agent  in  'Washington  had  been 
employed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the  lottey 
thus  granted ;  but  owing  to  the  small  nnnibtr 
of  the  prizes,  this  scheme  was  found  impracti- 
cable. Application  was  made  to  Congresto 
fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  Le^latnre  of  Vli^inia, 
by  connecting  the  Jefferson  lottery  with  sonie 
scheme  whi(£  had  for  its  object  the  benefit  of 
the  City  of  'Washington,  and  the  present  1)31 
was  intended  to  effect  that  olgect  'Wfa&t  Mr. 
Jefferson  might  have  thonght  or  d<Mie  in  rela- 
tion to  such  a  proposal  had  he  lived,  it  was 
not  for  him  to  say ;  out  m  making  this  applica- 
tion, the  executor  of  that  illustiioui  man  had 
done  no  more  tiian  was  his  du^,  under  the 
wilL  He  had  acted  under  the  influence  of 
fcdine  and  of  duty,  and  the  application  vas 
recommended  by  every  princ^de  of  filial  grati- 
tude, and  by  all  those  sentiments  of  the  human 
heart,  which,  if  ho  would,  he  could  not  change. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  t>ill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  rea^ng  on  Mondaj— 
ayes  104^  nays  26. 

Dutiet  on  Wool  and  WooSena. 
The  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  wooHa 
mannfacturcs  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the 
question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

[An  eam^  debate  took  place  in  which  Measn. 
Cambreleog,  Lawrence,  Buchanan,  Worts,  Slevut, 
Cook,  and  Ingham  Jofned,  irhen  finally] 

The  question  recurred—"  Shall  this  Un  pas  r 
and  was  dedded  by  yeas  aad  ss  fid- 
lows: 
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Tub.— Keaan.  Adatni  of  New  York,  Allen  of 
Im.  Aogd,  Bdler,  Badger,  Baldwin,  BarUett, 
Budejr,  Barber  (tf  Coim.,  mmey,  Beech er,  Brown, 
Burleigh,  Borgea,  Campbell,  Oaaaedy,  CtariEe,  Con- 
diet,  l^oirniii^dd,  Daria,  Delta,  Dwigbt,  Eastman, 
Ednrda  of  Pennsylrania,  Everett,  Fiadlaj  of  Pa., 
TtadUj  of  Ohio,  Forward,  FoB<fick,  Oamaey,  Oarri- 
tco,  Halkttk,  Harria,  HaneT,  Hasbronek,  Healcy, 
HeDi7,  Eolwrt,  Holoombe,  Hogaoln,  Hmnphreyt 
In^endl,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johniw  of  Ken- 
tacky,  EeD(^,  Kidder,  Kreba,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Utle,  Locke,  Hallary,  UaAell,  Hartley,  HarUndale, 
HirriD  of  New  To^  Mattocks,  HcKean,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  McManoa,  Ifeecb,  Kerwin  of  Connecticnt,  Met- 
nlfe,  Uiller  of  New  Tork,  Miner.  Jaa.  &  Mitchell, 
Jobn  Mitchell,  Orr,  Fearce,  Phelps,  Ptnmer,  Porter, 
BcH  Boa^  Boss,  Baadi,  Scott,  Shannon,  Oil,  Sloane, 
Spngw.  Stewart,  Storts,  Strong,  Swan,  Test,  Tom- 
bioa,  Tncker  of  New  Jersey,  Yan  Horn,  Tanee, 
Tunaat,  l^nton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  WUppte, 
White,  Whittemore,  Whittlesey,  James  WilKm,  WU- 
Mo  of  Ohio,  Wolf,  Wood  of  New  Tork,  Wooda  of 
Obio,Wrijdit— 106. 

Satl-^cssts.  Addanifl  of  Pennsylranla,  Alexan- 
iet  of  Tirginia,  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
TnnesMe,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Armstrong, 
AAley,  Bartwor  of  Vir^nia,  Barringer,  Basectt, 
fityfiM^  Mdr,  Boon,  Bren^  Bryan,  Buchanan,  Buck- 
ner,  Cambreleng,  Carson,  Carter,  Cary,  Claiborne, 
Cocke,  Conner,  Cook,  Crumps  Darenport,  Drayton, 
EdTtrds  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Gamett, 
6ct,  Goran,  Gorl;,  Hailc,  Hamilton,  Haynes,  Hcr- 
rick,  Hinea,  Hoflhian,  Holmes,  Hooeton,  Ingham, 
lucks,  Jenniiwa,  Johnson  of  New  Tork,  Kerr,  Ki^ 
ten,  Eremer,IjiBeompte,  Letcher,  LiTingston,  Long, 
Xinble,  MeCoy,  McDoffie,  McHatton,  McEee,  Mc- 
U»  of  Delaware,  HcNeiU,  Mercer,  Merriwether, 
Ifilcbea  of  Maryland,  Mitchell  of  South  Carolina, 
Kicbea  of  Tennessee,  Moore  of  Kentocky,  Moore 

Alabama,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Peter,  Polk, 
Bires,  Bnnnden;  Sawyer,  ftuitb,  SteTenson 
*t  t\.,  Stereason  of  Ta.,  TiBaferro,  Taylor  of  Ya., 
noBpBoa  of  Oeo.,  Thompson  of  Ohio,  Tresrant, 
Toder  of  3.  C,  Ycrplanck,  Weema,  WickUffe,  Wn< 
Bau,  Wilson  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Wnrtz,  Toong 
-42. 

So  the  bin  wu  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
ur  conenrraioeu 


£Z«ery  jn  JOUtria  ^  Chlvmbia, 
3fr.  BuNKT  presented  a  memoriAl  tit  anndrr 
^tizens  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  proTiiHiig 
mi  all  children  hereafter  bom  of  parents  held 
to  aUvery  within  the  District  of  Oolnmbia, 
be  free  at  a  certain  age,  and  moved  that 
It  be  printed. 

Mr.  UcDmms  said,  it  was  immaterial  to  him 
Jraat  disposition  was  made  of  this  memorial ; 
but  he  riioold  Tote  against  the  printing  of  the 
memorial,  and  he  should  do  so  on  this  principlo  : 
*e  art  as  Representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
^rict  of  Colambia.  They  are  deprived  of  all 
tbe  privilages  which,  as  freanen,  they  originaUy 
po^MGed.  They  sre  nnder  as  perfect  a  de»- 
^tim  as  ever  existed  in  tiie  provinces 'ctf 
BoDH,  under  the  Prston,  whioh  all  know  to 


have  been  so  despotic  They  are  not  repre- 
sented :  they  have  no  voice  in  the  election  of 
those  who  legislate  for  them.  I  tmst,  there- 
fore^ that  every  member  of  this  House,  ftelisg 
the  magnitude  of  the  tmst  dev<dveid  upon 
him,  wHhont  the  responribility  of  elections, 
will  feel  it  to  be  his  doty  to  stand  as  a  sacred 
sentinel  over  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this 
District ;  and  I  trust,  rir,  whenever  we  l^talate 
for  them,  that  we  shall  not  permit  the  people 
of  other  States  to  come  here  with  impertinent 
snggestions  of  what  ooght  to  be  done  in  any 
particnlar  case.  Suppose  the  people  of  Mai?- 
land  were  to  go  to  the  Legislature  of  Yii^inia, 
and  undertake  to  instmot  them  what  they 
should  do  in  relation  to  a  puticolor  class  of 
population:  would  it  not  be  outrageous  and 
Insulting  t  Is  it  not  equally  so  for  them  to 
oome  Lve,  and  call  upon  the  National  Losidar 
ture  to  sacrifice  any  right  whidi  the  people  of 
Yirginia  deem  important  to  their  peaoe  or  in- 
terest t  If  the  people  of  the  District  of  Oolnm- 
bia wish  to  abolish  alavery,  and  will  present  a 
petition  to  this  House  to  uutt  effect,  no  man  in 
this  nouse  will  be  more  ready  than  I  will  to 
grant  to  the  people  any  measure  which  they 
may  deem  necessary  to  free  themselves  from 
this  deplorable  evil.  But,  so  long  as  they 
deem  it  an  important  privilege,  I  never  can 
consent  to  print  and  spread  abroad  a  memorial 
from  any  portion  of  the  people  of  Maryland, 
asking  Oongresa  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  Dis- 
trict— to  violate  the  very  first  principles  of 
political  l^islation  and  of  liberty,  by  depriving 
the  people  of  their  property,  by  means  which 
th^  have  no  agraey  in  creating  or  promoUng, 
Mr.  OooK  moved  to  l^y  the  petati<ni  on  i£a 
table. 

The  Ohair  pronounced  this  motion  not  to 

be  in  order. 

Mr.  PowKU.  (^tposed  the  printing  of  the 
document.  The  sesnon  was  fast  drawing  to  a 
close,  and  it  could  not  be  expected  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  presented  the  peti- 
tion, or  by  any  one  else,  that  any  legislation 
was  to  grow  cut  of  it.  The  only  effect  which 
would  result  from  printing  the  petition,  would 
be  to  dissemioato  a  partial'  and  intemperate 
view  of  the  subject  oi  slavery,  a  measure  very 
likely  to  do  hami,  and  from  whioh  no  possible 
good  could  arise. 

Kr.  Babxkt  observed,  that  he  had  presented 
the  memorial  in  performance  of  a  daty  to  its 
numerous  and  respectable  signers,  hanng  pre- 
viously asoertiuned  that  it  was  couched  in 
decorons  and  respectful  language,  such  as  be- 
came them  to  use,  and  this  Ilonse  to  hear.  The 
petitioners,  conscientiously  believing  that  the 
period  hod  arrived  when  measures  ought  to 
bo  adopted  to  promote  gradual  emancipation, 
exercised  an  undoubted  right  to  present  tlicir 
^'iews  for  the  consideration  of  the  Reprcscnta- 
tirea  of  the  people,  and  it  was  entirely  pertinent 
for  them  to  do  so,  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. )fr.  B.  fdt  hiouelf  constrained 
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to  state  that,  althoiiffli  tbe  existence  of  negro 
slarery  was  deplorecf  as  an  evil  by  all  classes  of 
oonstitnents,  yet  a  very  large  minority  of  them 
deprecated  the  agitation  of  this  qnestioa  as 
premature,  impolitic,  and  injudicious,  and  not 
calculated  to  produce  any  beneficial  results  to 
the  present  generation.  Every  member  of  this 
House  can  bear  witness  that,  bo  far  from  Tolon- 
tarily  introdycing  subjects  calculated  to  create 
excitement,  he  had  never  permitted  himself  to 
mingle  in  any  debate,  affecting,  in  the  remotest 
degree,  our  colored  populatioo,  either  blade  or 
red.  He  had  acted  from  a  conriotioD  that  the 
sensibilities  of  a  portion  of  the  Umon  were 
feelin^y  alive  on  all  sach  questions.  illus- 
trative of  this  determination,  it  iras  on  his 
motion  that  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 
Tbe  printing  being  requested  by  the  memorial- 
ist, he  had  moved  it  accordingly,  and  ho  was 
perfectly  content  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision 
of  tbe  Ilouse,  be  it  their  pleasore  to*  sustain  or 
reject  the  proposition. 

Mr.  DoBSBT  said  that,  whatever  disposition 
he  might  feel  to  gratify  a  minority  of  the  con- 
stituents of  his  colleague,  he  coold  not  consent 
that  the  paper  they  had  just  presented  should 
be  promulgated  by  means  of  an  order  of  this 
House  for  the  printing  of  it  The  gentieman 
from  South  Carolina  (Ur.  UoDr^n)  was 
mistaiken,  if  he  supposed  that  the  whole  olject 
of  this  memorial  was  confined  to  the  District 
of  Columbia.  It  bretdhed  the  spirit  of  general 
emancipation;  and  though  its  request  began 
with  this  District,  its  ulterior  purpose  went 
much  farther.  The  House  had  received  peti- 
tions on  the  same  subject^  and  in  much  tbe 
same  tone,  ^m  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States, 
but  no  such  importance  had  been  attached  to 
them,  as  induced  the  House  to  order  their 
being  printed.  Why  was  the  present  memorial 
to  be  distinguished  by  such  an  order  respecting 
it  ?  If  this  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
all  the  others  should  be  printed  too.  But,  he 
could  see  no  good  consequence  likely  to  arise, 
and  he  shonld  therefore  (^pose  the  motion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  printing,  it  was 
n^tived  by  a  lar;ge  minority ;  and  uie  peti- 
tion was  oraeni  to  lie  tm  the  table. 

Georgia  and  the  Creek  JnAiane, 

The  following  resolntion,  moved  1>y  Ur. 
FoBSTTH,  on  the  8th  instant,  was  read  the 
■econd  time : 

*'  Jietolved  hv  the  Senate  and  Hotm  of  Repretent- 
atim  of  the  Imited  Stata  ef  America  in  Congrtm 

auemlted.  That  the  snm  of  dollsrs,  to  be  paid 

out  of  any  money  !n  the  Treasury,  not  o^erwise  ap- 
propriated, bo,  under  the  direction  of  the  Frendent 
of  tbe  United  Sutee,  distributed  among  the  Creek 
Indians,  as  a  foil  indenmity  for  their  claim  to  hunt 
upon,  or  in  any  other  manner  use,  the  strip  of  land 
lying  between  the  Chatahoochie  River  and  the  di- 
viding line  between  the  Butes  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama, which  Slid  land  is  to  be  miljeet  to  the  undis- 
turbed occnpatioD  of  the  dtiiens  of  Oeor^  under 
the  laws  o£  that  State." 


[Febbdast,  18!T. 

This  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Selert 
Committee  appointed  on  the  9th,  on  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  Proeident  of  the  United  States,  is 
nuation  to  the  events  growing  out  of  the  <xtir 
flicting  claims  of  Geoi^ia  and  the  Creek  Indiatb, 
to  certain  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  tkt 
State. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  anthoriu  the 
Coiporation  of  tbe  City  of  WashingtMi  to  in- 
troduce into  the  lotteries  they  are  authorized 
to  establish,  prizes,  to  be  composed  of  tbe  lue 
President  Jenerson^s  lands,"  was  read  the  tlurd 
tune,  and  passed. 


Tdb&dat,  February  13. 
The  Vice  Fretidenfa  Appeal 
Mr.  Wmght,  from  the  Committee  oflnqmTT 
into  the  official  condnct  of  the  present  Vkc 
President,  when  Secretary  of  War,  made  tte 
following  report : 

He  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  refimwd  thf 
comtnunication  of  the  Vice  Pkesidesi,  of  tbe 
2gth  December  last,  respectfully  report : 

That,  immediately  after  they  assembled,  thej  in- 
formed the  Vice  President  of  their  being  orgiciird, 
and  of  their  readiness  to  receive  any  commuiiialiaa 
which  he  might  see  lit  to  make.  Oa  the  rernpt  of 
bia  reply,  dated  the  8d  of  Janiary,  and  wWb  k- 
companies  this  report,  Ur.  HcDuffie,  an  the  fmsj 
and  representative  of  tbe  Vice  President,  ww  ad- 
mitted l>eforo  the  committee,  and  attended  thn)u£b- 
out  the  examination  which  followed. 

The  first  object  of  inqwry,  in  proceeding  to  bun- 
ness,  was,  to  ascertain  whether  any  charges  ifticA 
the  Vice  Preudent  had  been  placed  amrag  ibf  |«b> 
lie  records  of  the  War  Department.  And  after  la 
examination  on  this  point,  the  committee  bceisw 
satisfied  that  no  such  charges  were,  or  had  bern, 
among  the  records  or  papers  of  tliat  Dcpartmeai 
Dut,  as  the  letter  from  Elijah  JSix,  addreweil  to 
Major  Saterlee  Clark,  under  the  name  of  "  Huko-V 
had  been  published  in  the  Alexandria  PTuPDii  Gs- 
zctte,  of  the  S8th  December,  which  paUicatiMi  tht 
Vice  President  had  particakily  referred  to,  in  bii 
note  to  the  committee,  they  fen  boimd  to  essBire 
fully  and  freely  into  the  truth  or  ftlnty  Of  tbe  isti- 
ters  contained  in  that  letter. 

From  the  nature  of  the  dnties  imposed  upon  > 
Committee  of  InqulTv,  especially  when  connecieil 
with  the  distinct  wiui,  as  expressed  hj  the  Vxe 
Preddent,  in  the  present  instance,  for  the  "Aten 
investigation,"  it  has  been  impo^ble  for  the  coic- 
mittee  to  give  to  their  proceedings  the  coosectioa 
and  conciseness  incident  to  trials,  when  the  Wi- 
mony  is  ascended  and  arranged  before  it  is 
■ented.  They  have,  however,  diUgently  apptW 
themselves  to  the  sutjcct  refbtred  to  ikem,  ud 
after  a  long  and  laborious  examination,  ther  tre 
unanimously  of  the  opinion,  that  there  are  no  litt* 
■which  will  authorire  the  belief,  or  even  fu5pcic«. 
that  the  Vice  Prcrident  was  ever  intcrcsied,  <» 
that  he  participated,  directly  or  iudtrectlr,  id  the 
profits  of  any  contract  formed  with  the  GoTcmmeai 
through  the  Department  of  War,  while  he  to  it- 
trusted  with  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  or  at  ar; 
other  time. 

They  are  also  of  opimon,  that  tbe  coodact  of  Vr- 
Barbour,  the  jHccseat  Secretary  of  War,  in  itgard  la 
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Aebtteror  Dgkh  Mix,  b  not,  In  Uie  rilghtert  de- 
p«e,  ilmtiTtng  or  eeosure.  The  kccuMtion  eon- 
tuHd  ii  tbe  letter  wu  regarded  hj  bim  u  «  bue 
nhimnj  npmi  tbe  Tiee  Precddont,  penned  bj  »  Dtn 
■boUj  onworthj'  of  notice ;  and  the  committee  have 
m  mRon  to  bdieve  tb»t  tbe  nppowd  truth  of  that 
uetisation  wM  at  anf  time  the  beala  of  an^  act  of 
tbe  Wu  Department  Tbe  pablication  of  the  let- 
ter tppeara  to  hare  been  produced  ai  foDows : 

.la  the  month  of  December  laet,  Howe*  Golds- 
lwnH^«nd  Elijah  IHz  were  competitors  for  a  eon* 
but  with  tbe  War  Department ;  Goldsboroagb, 
toon  lAer  hia  arriral  in  Waibington,  obtained  from 
Mijor  &  Ctarit  a  cop7  of  the  letter,  irith  a  Tiew  to 
OK  tbe  mmt  anlnst  Mix,  ihould  he  find  H  necee- 
■15.  n<om  tlua  iMpf  a  tranieript  vai  obt^ned  by 
Vanai  F.  Tbomton.  tbe  jnnlor  e^Utor  of  the  Fhce* 
mi  Gantte,  on  tbe  27th  December,  which  he  pnb- 
EM  the  next  morning  In  that  paper,  accompanied 
hif  editorial  remarki.  In  this  publication  Hr. 
fi«faoiir  had  no  agency,  ^ther  direct  or  indirect. 
Then  be  heard  that  the  letter  bad  been  made  pnb- 
Bt,  lie  teqiwaled  CoL  B.  X.  J^nion,  of  tbe  Senate, 
locsIliiiwBtbaVicvPrealdentu  a  mntnal  friend, 
ud  iafonn  bim  of  tbe  manner  in  which  tbe  letter 
W  cone  to  hIa  (Hr.  BariKmr's)  bands,  and  that  the 
me  had  been  lubeeqoently  tranamitted  tbrongh 
poet  office  in  an  envelope  to  Hajor  Clark,  to 
^MMD  it  belonged.  This  information  waa  given  bj 
CoL  JtAnson  to  the  Vice  President,  in  the  morning 
eftbe  S9tfa  of  December,  jast  before  he  tranamitted 
iiii  wmmunicatiMi  to  the  House. 

The  letter  to  "  Hancock,"  aa  pnbllahed,  and  to 
whicli  the  Vice  President  had  referred,  contained, 
UKng  other  things,  tbe  following  assertion :  "And 
i  hiT*  written  letters  of  Vanderenter's,  which 
most  poittirel;  mention  tiist  he  (meaning  Ur.  Cal- 
boQD)  wu  eanged,  and  received  some  portion  of 
ibe  contract.^  Ai  aoch  lettara,  ff  th^  eziited, 
n^fat  lead  to  fortiwr  evidence,  and  be  Important  to 
nd  the  comtdttee  in  their  inquiries,  they  thought 
pfoper,  in  die  early  stage  of  their  proceedings,  to 
ua«  a  snbpoma  both  for  Hiz  and  Vandeventer, 
■ith  a  cUnse  therein  contained,  commanding  them 
>ii  pTodnee  any  papers  tn  their  possession,  tending 
to  prove  tbe  aeeoaatioD  wlucb  Mix  had  made  in  bis 
Mtcr  to  Hancodc  la  obedience  to  this  summoni, 
tl)c  vitnenes  a{q>eared,  and  Hiz  having  been  first 
npon  to  testify,  produced,  during  his  ezami- 
BUnn,  the  letters  from  Uajor  Vandeventer,  dated 
infnt  7th,  1818^  September  lOth,  1818,  July  8th, 
l«3f),  Xarcb  24th,  1821,  and  the  letter  from  CoL  W. 
X.Anabtead,  dated  Man:hS4, 1821.  On  hia  second 
omiution,  he  pradoeed  the  letten  fitnn  Hi^or 
vuderenter,  dated  Anguak  Sd,  JSIS,  September 
Itth,  1818,  and  October  1820.  When  it  waa 
pnteired  that  in  one  of  the  letters  of  Major  Van- 
^Dter,  to  wit:  tbe  one  dated  the  ?th  of  Angnst, 
\m,  and  to  which  they  here  particularly  refer, 
■wnoa  was  made  to  •  partner  in  the  contract, 
*boie  name  was  to  have  been  kept  secret,  they  felt 
4  to  be  their  dnty  to  ^over,  if  they  could,  who 
wa  fseret  parttier  was,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  push  the 
■^ury  M  &r  as  to  leave  no  room  for  suspicion  that 
|m  Vice  Preddent  was  the  person  aUuded  to.  This 
moeh  of  tbe  aobiect  baa  been  the  prindpal  cause 
n  their  coosoming  so  mncb  time  in  the  tnvestiga- 
theyfonnd  that  they  were  here  led  into  a 
»Mn  feU  than  conld  have  been  at  first  anticipated, 
m  that  It  wai  iMccMary  in  order  to  get  a  foU  view 


gin  and  history  of  what  fs  commonly  eaUed  the  Wx 
contract.  The  lettera  of  Major  Vandeventer  abon 
referred  to,  appear  to  relate  principally  to  the  pri- 
vate and  confidential  transactions  between  him  and 
E.  Uix,  in  regard  to  the  contract ;  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  or  presume  that  the  Vice  Fred- 
dent  was  ever  made  aeqoMnted  with  their  contents. 
The  letter  ftom  CtA.  Armistead,  written  while  he  wai 
at  tbe  head  of  tbe  Engineer  Department,  althongh 
it  wears  the  appearance  of  an  olHdal  paper,  and 
waa  fmproperiy  intended,  as  the  oommittee  beUeve, 
to  bring  the  weight  of  official  Influenoe  to  bear  uptm 
the  private  transactions  between  Vandeventer  and 
Ifix,  was  not  written  with  the  sanction  or  knowledge 
f>f  the  Vice  President,  and  no  copy  of  it  waa  erar 
■Btared  in  the  letter-book  of  tbe  Department. 

Tbe  committee  will  hero  remark,  alut  they  pUea 
no  ndianee  whatever  on  the  testtmony  Biyah  IDx. 
From  the  eelf-contradictions,  apparent  on  tho  £mw 
of  Us  testimony,  and  which  it  ii  unnecessary  hero 
to  recafHtiUate,  aride  from  the  infamy  attached  to  Ua 
character,  the  committee  were  sMisfied  that  he  ou^ 
nottobebellevodoDbisoath.  Hie  lettera,  however, 
just  referred  to,  and  prodnoed  by  Urn  during  Ui 
eiamination,  do  not  rest  for  thrir  authentldty  on 
Us  testimony.  Those  ftvm  Ui^or  Vandeventer,  ez-  ^ 
cepting  such  parts  as  had  been  de&ced  or  obliter^ 
ated,  were  acknowledged  by  Major  Vandeventer 
himself  to  Iw  gentdne ;  and  he  was  requested  in 
every  instance,  to  state,  with  the  letters  before  him. 
what  names  or  words  bad  occupied  tbe  oUlterated 
{dacoa,  when  the  lettors  were  written.  Tbe  lettw 
from  Colonel  Armistead  was  dso  oehoovledged  by 
diat  officer  to  be  genuine.   But  the  three  papers 

nrporting  to  be  copies  or  the  substance  of  a  letter 
im  Major  Vandeventer  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  rest  for 
their  authenticity  on  the  unsupported  testimony  of 
E.  Mix,  and  are  regarded  by  the  committee  aa  haT- 
li^  been  fobrteated  by  1^.  They  are  alao  of 
ofRolon  that  the  words  or  names  deneed  from  tha 
letters  of  Major  Vandeventer  were  so  defaced  by 
E.  Mix :  and  the  committee  have  been  unable  to 
ascertain  with  certainty,  either  from  Vandeventer, 
the  admitted  author  of  the  lettera,  or  from  any  other 
source,  what  tbe  words  or  names  were,  wbioh  bavo 
been  thus  obEterated. 

The  offer  for  the  contract  ameara  to  have  been 
made  by  E.  MIz  on  the  23d  of  July,  1818,  and  pro- 
poees  to  deliver  at  Old  .Point  Comfort,  "from  ooe 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  perches  of  stone, 
at  three  dollars  per  perch.**  Tbe  contract  as  fnr> 
nished  from  tbe  War  Department,  bears  date  26th 
of  July,  1818.  It  sttpuUtes  for  the  delivery  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  perches  of  stone,  at 
thtee  dollars  per  pereh — Is  dnwa  op  In  the  luind- 
wri^g  of  Hiuor  Vandeventer,  and  by  him  alone 
witnessed,  and  is  signed  by  General  Joseph  G. 
Swift,  the  then  Chlef^nglneer,  and  by  Elijah  Hiz. 
Although  Mix  here  appears  to  have  been  the  only 
contractor,  vet,  tram  the  evidence,  there  la  reason 
to  beUeve,  that,  at  the  time  the  oontraot  waa  made, 
or  soon  after,  and  before  the  ezeeotion  of  any  vaUd 
bond  for  the  perfimnance  thereof^  it  was  mvided 
into  shares,  and  that  one-fourth  belonged  to  Msjor 
Vandeventer,  one-fotirtb  to  Eiyah  Mix,  one-fourth 
to  R.  0.  Jennings,  and  the  remaining  fourth  to  a 
person  whoee  name  was  not  to  have  been  mentioned. 
The  title  of  Vandeventer  to  bis  fourth,  at  tbe  time 
above  referred  to,  anwars  to  have  rested  on  a  Ter> 
bal  and  confidential  agreement  between  him  ai^ 
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whcD  be  received  a  written  ttiil  of  nle  of  one-half 
of  the  whole  contract.  Howes  G^ridaborough  It  Co. 
lubaeqoeDtl;  became  the  owners  of  one-fourth,  by 
purchase  from  Samuel  Cooper,  who  had  prertouslr 
parebaMd  from  M^or  VandeTeDter;  and  they 
^Stddsborongb  k  Co.)  were  rect^ized  at  the  War 
Department,  by  the  consent  of  E.  Mix,  exmeflwd  hi 
a  letter  sent  by  him  to  the  Secretary  ttf  war,  and 
dated  tbe  18th  of  April,  18S1. 

The  first  bond,  received  at  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment, on  the  contract,  Is  dated  5th  of  Anguit,  1818, 
and  deseribesthe  contract  as  having  been  made  by 
SlQah  Mix  and  George  Cooper,  for  the  delivery  of 
one  htmdred  thousand  perches  of  stone,  being  fifty 
thousand  less  than  Mix  was  entitled  to  deliver. 
This  bond  is  signed  by  E.  Uix  and  George  Cooper, 
as  contractors,  and  by  Samuel  Cooper  and  James 
Oakley,  u  suretiefl;  the  sureties  were  regularly  ap- 

f-oved  by  R.  Kilter,  Recorder  of  the  City  of  New 
ork,  as  appears  by  his  certificate  following  imme- 
diatdy  after  tbe  signatiues,  and  dated  the  same  as 
the  btud.  It  win  be  percdved,  at  once,  that  there 
la  an  obvious  and  &tal  variance  between  this  bond 
and  the  contract.  In  an  otBcIal  letter  written  from 
tiie  Engineer  Department,  on  the  11th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1618,  to  lieutenant  George  Blaney,  and  copied 
Uito  the  letter-book  of  that  Department,  the  con- 
tract Is  described  as  for  one  nnndred  thousand 
peiehea  (rf  stone.  The  language  of  the  Uttter  is  as 
uDowb:  "Too  will  Inform  the  Agent  that  a  con- 
traot  has  bew  made  with  Captain  E.  Mix,  to  de- 
Bver,  as  soon  as  practicable,  at  the  Bip  Raps,  one 
hundred  thousand  perch  of  stone." 

In  a  Bubsequent  letter,  written  to  James  Maurice, 
also  copied  into  the  same  letterbook,  and  dated  the 
list  day  of  August,  1818,  the  contract  Is  described 
as  being  for  two  hundred  thousand  perches.  The 
language  of  tblt  letter  is  as  follows :  "  Mr.  E.  Mix 
will  soon  commence  to  deliver  itone  at  the  Bip 
Baps,  under  contract  with  this  Department  for  two 
hundred  thousand  perch." 

Some  Ume  after  the  delivery  at  tbe  Engineer 
Department  of  the  first  bond,  but  at  what  precise 
tins  does  not  appear,  a  new  bond  vaa  ^ven  for 
tbe  ddivery  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
perches,  describbg  the  contract  as  made  by  E. 
Mix.  This  second  bond  is  signed  by  R  Mix  as  con- 
tracts, and  Samuel  Cooper  and  James  Oakley,  as 
sureties— and  it  is  antedated  to  6th  of  August,  1818 
— but  no  certificate  in  regard  to  the  soStaency  of 
the  Boreties,  waa  attached  to  this  Instrument.  The 
committee  have  been  itnaMe  to  ascertain  when  Uiie 
leoond  bond  was  received  at  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment; though  the  imprea^on  of  General  Swift  is, 
that  it  was  received  before  he  left  tbe  office,  which 
was  on  the  11th  of  November,  1818.  M^or  Yan- 
deventer  also  expresses  his  belief^  that  it  was  dc- 
fivored  daring  the  Fall  of  1818.  How  br  Ua  tea- 
timmiy  conBIcts,  if  at  aD,  with  his  letter  to  Mix, 
dated  lYtb  October,  1820,  in  which  he  oiges  upon 
the  latter  to  attend  to  *■  the  bond,"  the  committee 
wilt  not  undertake  to  deternune. 

The  attenUon  of  General  Swift  was  particularly 
directed,  before  the  committee,  to  the  discrepancies 
in  the  bouda,  and  also  to  the  two  letters  from  the 
Engineer  Department,  in  which  the  contract  is  al- 
luded to.  The  explanatkm  wUch  he  gives  will  be 
found  In  hit  testimmiy,  to  vUeh  the  committee 
refer. 

During  an  investigation  relative  to  this  contract, 
hj  a  Committee  of  we  House  of  Bepresentatives,  i^ 


1822,  a  copy  of  the  txmd  was  requested  by  tbii 
committee.  In  answer  to  which  the  Sogioeer  De- 
partment furuided  a  copy  of  tbe  second  bwd, 
which  had  been  substituted  for  the  one  fintriren, 
but,  as  there  waa  no  ctfrtifleata  of  the  Beeoiwr 
New  York,  aj^iroving  tbe  snretiea  on  Oe  letesd 
bond,  a  copy  of  the  certificate  annexed  to  the  cu- 
celled  bond  was  made,  and  atuched  to  tbe  «aj  of 
the  bond  furnished.  Captain  Smith,  of  the  Kiifi- 
necr  Department,  who  atteeted  these  c<^ieci,  bun- 
ploinitd  the  csnie  of  his  certifying  to  this  iucc^ 
ncy ;  and  to  his  testiiiMHiy.  in  that  pattkdv,  tbe 
committee  here  refer. 

The  question  stUl  temdni,  who  was  tbe  seertt 
partner?  But  tbe  committee  bring  entirely  niI>- 
fied  that  the  secret  partner  waa  not  the  Yke  Prs- 
dent,  which  was  the  main  question  to  be  dcddtd, 
will  leave  the  conflicting  teetimony  oo  the  Mb^ 
point  with  the  House,  without  tMempSag  to  dcdds 
upon  Us  relative  weight 

On  tbe  27tb  January,  182T,  tbe  eonadttee  cloud 
the  oxaminstion  of  witnesses  oo  their  part,  wtpi 
as  to  one  or  two  who  had  been  summoned  bet  hi 
not  attended.  On  that  day  tbe  friend  and  repr^ 
sentative  of  the  Tice  Prendent  was  tdnwd  thu 
the  committee  had  so  closed  their  examtnatioa,iDd 
he  waa  also  Infonned  by  a  member  of  the  colIlIB^^ 
tee,  in  its  presence,  thtftthe  committee  were  luii- 
mously  of  opinion  that  the  Tice  Preddtnt  m 
innocent  of  the  charge  of  baring  portidpated  in  aj 
manner  In  any  contract  made  with  the  Wtr  Dqan- 
mcnt,  while  he  was  Secretary  of  War.  Tbe  mm 
day,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  McDulBe,  ntbpFnu 
were  issued  for  witnesses  to  appear  and  tetltlV  « 
behalf  of  the  Vice  Prasident.  On  the  Mlh  ef  Ju- 
uary,  the  commltteo  rccdrod  from  thefrteBdud 
representative  of  the  Tice  Preridnt  a  ftfn  ]■«■ 
testhig  against  the  previous  proeeedh^  of  lit 
committee.  Considering  this  paper  u  jnftni 
and  presented  under  the  sanction  of  tbe  high  ofictr, 
in  whose  belialf  it  protests,  the  commiUM 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  transmit  it  to  tbe  Bom, 
but  they  forbear  all  comment  on  its  cootceu. 

Tho  committee  submit  beretrith  all  the  totiMV 
they  hare  received  during  die  fivamhiati?" 

Thft  Tvpott  WM  read  bj  the  dork. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  wuoht,  it  was  tb« 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  b«  priated. 
Paper  aceompanying  ike  rtport  of  tki  OmmUH  m 

To  the  Hon.  Jobm  Floto: 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  Investigation,  OTtrvhid 
yon  preside,  having  announced  to  me,  ts  tbe  tnesA 
and  representative  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  thit  tbey  hn 
closed  the  examination  of  all  the  witncisei  tbrj 
deem  it  necessary  or  proper  to  snminoa  befot 
them,  X  should  be  equally  ioseorible  to  tbe  rliiw 
of  private  friendship,  and  tbe  obQgatiou  of 
duty,  were  X  not  to  enter  my  solemn  protest 
tbe  extraordinary  course,  and  not  leuextruffdiu'? 
conclusion,  of  a  proceeding,  singularly  dcstitntt  al 
almost  every  attribute  of  a  legal  btTOtiptioi^ 
Even  if  it  should  be  considered  that  flib  coaumitf* 
was  instituted,  not  for  the  excloflve  pnrpOK  Rai- 
ting in  judgment  on  the  n>ecifie  chugc  wb«g^ 
to  their  examinatioQ,  but  for  tbe  additiooil  pBP°^ 
of  exercidng,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  fn^)OD«« 
an  inquisitorial  commission,  I  cannot  cooed 
there  would  be  any  thing  in  the  character  of  nc^ 
a  commiwimi,  that  would  anthoriie  to  to  def«t 
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from  the  fuodameDtml  principles  of  Judicbl  toTeati- 
ntion,  ud  the  eflUblished  rules  of  judidftl  eri- 
iiaet;  ad  aft«r  wandering  at  krgc,  through  the 
peri^uw  mues  of  sna^oim  uid  coiyecture, 
gvided  wj  hy  the  bewildering  li^u  of  incompe- 
ttot  and  inadmiedble  testimony,  to  select  the  pre- 
eiae  point  where  sospicioo  ends  and  legal  evidence 
begiuB,  as  the  concludon  of  their  inquiries.  But, 
coofideatly  believing  that  it  wu  the  intention  of 
tbt  House  that  this  committee  should  assume  the 
udemn  ehanteter  of  a  Judicial  tribunal,  and  that  the 
Eiets  a^  opiiuoaa  which  thej  may  report  to  the 
Bouse  wiU  be  consequently  regarded  by  the  public 
ttbiTiDg  the  stamp  of  judicial  authority,  I  ieel  im- 
pelled, by  a  jwofound  sense  of  the  duty  which  I 
wt  to  Hr.  (^Ihoun,  to  the  coontry,  and  evea  to 
ibe  committee  themselves,  to  atate,  briefly  and  di»- 
Aictly,  my  otjectioiis  to  the  course  porened,  be- 
bie  it  ihdl  be  too  late  to  correct  or  to  palliate  its 
bj'ijtice.  And,  in  the  Tcry  outset  of  my  remarks, 
I  cannot  but  advert  to  the  fact,  as  atrildogly  illus- 
traiire  of  the  anomalous  character  of  this  proceed- 
10^  (hat,  with  the  exception  of  the  solitwy  ques- 
tioa  as  to  the  fact  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  participaUon, 
which  every  witness  has  promptly  and  unequiro- 
call;  anawercd  in  the  negative,  there  is  not  one 
tittle  of  an  the  eacumberiiv  maM  of  doeomentary 
ud  oral  testunony  whiiA  Eai  occnfried  the  Inees- 
mt  labors  of  the  committee  fbr  more  than  twenty 
iijs,  that  has  the  slightest  pretensioo  to  the  char- 
icter  of  legal  evidence,  whether  we  regard  it  as  ap- 
pCcable  to  the  present  accusation,  or  to  any  other 
iccuation  against  the  private  integrity  or  official 
purity  of  Mr.  Calhoun.  In  order  to  demonstrate 
thii  proposition,  I  beg  leave  to  present,  for  the  rc- 
cotuideration  of  the  committee,  a  descriptive  and 
uiljtical  review  of  the  recorded  testimony. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  first  three  or  four 
diji  of  this  inquiry  were  devoted  to  the  examioa- 
tMm  of  witneeoea,  profisflsedly  produced  for  the  pur- 
powef  ezeulpa^ig  the  present  Secretary  of  War 
ttom  the  imputation  of  having  any  agency,  either  in 
btiofinf  fwward  the  charge  of  peculation  agi^t 
Hr.  Calbona,  or  in  the  infamous  publication  of  the 
eqoallj  iofiamous  letter  of  the  yet  more  in&mouj 
tKAnunent  of  this  dark  and  nefarious  consi^raoy. 
h  is  not  my  purpose  to  complain  of  the  course  pur- 
xKd  by  the  committee,  in  this  respect,  although  it 
■ught  seem  to  indicato  a  more  aoxioiiB  desire  to 
Hooente  one  agiUnst  wbpm  M  imputaUoa  had 
been  made,  than  to  admiidstertpeedy  juetiee  to  the . 
*K«nd  officer  of  the  Government,  when  actually  on 
trial  upon  a  charge  of  official  delinquency,  cal- 
nilated,  if  true,  to  stamp  hifl  repntation  with  indcli- 
ble  inbniy.  But,  as  the  committee  have  thought 
proper  to  make  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Barbour,  in  this 
traiuaetion,  a  distinct  enlgect  of  inquiry,  I  feel  coa- 
■tcuoedto  teaiBi^  that  although  I  readily  exone- 
nie  him  from  any  intentional  participation  in  this 
noH  inndious  attempt  at  moral  and  political  aasaa- 
unalioa ;  yet  it  is  a  circumstance  much  to  be  re- 
E^Ued,  that,  in  tho  editorial  commenuries  by 
*hwh  the  publication  of  the  letter  of  Elijah  Mix,  in 
the  Phoeuix  Gazette,  was  accompanied,  the  name, 
ud  otBce,  ud  offidal  dedsioa  of  the  Secretary  of 
»v,  were  so  artfully  associated  with  the  cb^e 
l^jnst  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  to  give  it  additional  so- 
>^tutj  and  importance;  and  that  no  measures 
'■kirn  to  have  this  iqjorious  association  did- 
auati  through  the  same  channel.  It  is  a  &ct, 
•lUiQrtoba  regretted,  that  the  Secretwy  dwuld 
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have  retained  in  his  posaeseioo,  officially,  for  three 
days,  the  letter  containing  the  char^  against  Hr, 
Csihoun,  without  giving  him  the  slightest  intima- 
tkm  of  It.  And  even  m  verbal  dewrstioD  made 
by  the  SeoreUiy  to  CoL  Johnson,  that  he  believed 
the  charge  agauMt  Mr.  Calhoun  to  be  an  atrodoua 
calumny,  waa  not  made  until  a  day  bad  elapsed 
after  the  publication  in  tht  Phoenix  Gaiette,  and 
was  only  communicated  to  Mr.  Calhoun  after  he 
had  pr^ared  and  aealed  his  letter  to  the  Bouse  of 
Bqweentatives,  and  placed  It  In  the  handa  of  a 
friend.  And  I  moaC  bIbo  state,  ai  a  frot  worthy  of 
notice,  that  neither  in  the  Phmnix.Qaxette  which 
assumed  a  semi-official  attitude  in  stating  the  pro- 
ceediugs  of  the  SccreUry  of  War  in  relation  to  the 
letter  of  llix,nor  in  the  notice  taken  of  the  publi- 
cation in  that  Gaxette  by  the  Nadonal  IntelU^ncer 
the  next  day,  was  the  fact  stated,  that  the  Secretary 
r^arded  the  charge  against  Mr.  Calhooa  ai  aa 
atrocious  calumny. 

But  to  resume  the  analysis  of  the  testfanoay^wlth 
a  view  to  its  immediate  bearing  upon  my  opening 
proposition.  After  submitUng  the  obvious  remarl^ 
that  all  the  evidence  produced  to  exculpate  Mr. 
Barbour  was  not  only  irrelative,  but  immaterial  to 
the  pending  is»ue,  I  will  proceed  to  the  examination 
of  that  part  of  the  tcstlinony  which  la  intended,  as 
I  preimme,  to  bear,  dlreeUy  or  Indirectly,  opoo  tho 
official  character  and  integrity  of  Hr.  Calhoun.  The 
great  moss  of  the  evidence  that  has  so  long  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  committee  conriats  of  the  pri- 
vate letters  of  M^or  Vandeventer  to  Elnah  Mix, 
with  the  explanations  to  which  they  have  given  rise. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  Uiat  I  sluiuld  onter  in  ft 
course  of  argument,  before  a  commtttee,  of  which 
six,  out  of  seven,  are  lawyers  by  fmlession,  to  show 
that  theite  letters  ought  to  have  been  promptly  re- 
jected, as  incompetent  and  improper  testimony. 
Even  if  it  be  granted  that  Mr.  Calhoun  is  now  on 
his  trial  ffw  every  act  of  his  life,  official  or  private, 
and  not  merely  upon  the  apeuifio  charge  referred  to 
the  committee,  it  is  perfectly  clear  tut,  aecordiog 
to  those  great  prind[deB  of  evidence,  which  have 
been  devised  by  the  wisdom,  and  consecrated  by 
the  experience  of  ages,  the  letters  or  declarations 
of  another  person  cannot  be  given  in  evidence 
against  him.  Nor  is  this  one  of  those  technic^ 
principles,  which  sometimes  mar  the  symmetir  of 
the  Law,  and  have  no  foundation  in  reason.  There 
are  no  principles  of  our  law  more  deeply  founded  iu 
wisdont,  than  those  which  regulate  the  admission  of 
evidcnee.  And  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  re- 
mark, that,  next  to  such  an  organization  of  the 
Government  as  will  secure  the  effective  respoosi: 
bility  of  political  agents,  civil  liberty  derives  its 
principal  security  from  the  establishment  and  sacred 
observance  of  fixed  rules  of  judicial  proceeding  and 
of  judii^al  evidence.  The  ojnnion  entertained  by 
the  enlightened  sense  of  modem  times,  of  the  lo- 
separobto  connection  between  the  rules  of  crimi- 
nal evidence,  and  civil  liberty,  may  be  clearly  in- 
ferred from  the  opposite  judgmeots  which  posterity 
hss  pronounced  upon  the  characters  of  Sydney  and 
of  JeOHes.  For,  while  the  name  of  Sydney  is  in- 
scribed on  the  imperishable  roUs  of  fame,  as  a  pa- 
triot and  martyr,  that  of  Jeffries  has,  by  univeraal 
consent,  been  consigned  to  everlasting  infamy  as  a 
judicial  moiiater.  And  yet,  the  catastrophe  of  the 
victim  has  excited  the  sympathy,  and  the  tyranny 
of  the  judge  the  abhorreoce,  of  mankind ;  princi- 
pally beuause  tbo  sacrifica  was  oflboted  bj  viokting 
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those  rules  of  •videoce,  in  which  vnrj  member  of 
the  eomBunitr  bad  «  eommon  Jntereel^  u  the  00)7 
means  of  wearing  hlf  Ufb  and  chaimeter  against  the 
combined  machinatioas  of  prostitute  Informets  and 
profligate  rulers.  To  nnsettle  and  sabTert  these 
rules,  therefore,  under  whatever  plansible  pretext 
it  may  be  attempted,  la  to  destroy  the  only  substan 
tial  seeuritr  for  every  thing  sacred  in  life,  and, 
eooseqnently,  to  inflict  s  Titai  stab  upon  the  pubUe 
liberty.  Nor  is  there  any  thing  in  the  character  or 
dronmstancea  ttf  the  present  Investigation,  that 
ihoold  abeolre  the  eonmittee  ftom  the  observance 
of  these  mies.  On  the  contrary,  all  history  wiD 
Justify  the  remark,  that  there  are  no  occasions  in 
which  their  rieid  observance  la  so  highly  Important, 
■8  when  legisutive  bodies  or  political  commistdons 
•xercisA  judicial  powers  for  the  trial  of  political 
ofltsncei.  On  snee  occasioas,  the  stroneest  of  hu- 
man paarions  almost  nnaviridably  usurp  the  scat  of 
Judgment ;  and,  nnlcss  restrained  by  pre-established 
fttrms  ot  proeee^ng,  and  pre-eatabHshed  rules  of 
evidence,  the  most  capncions  freaks  of  des- 
potism and  TCDgcance  are  perpetrated,  in  the  sa- 
cred names  of  law  and  justice.  Without  referring, 
for  niostration,  to  the  nwlesa  jwocecdDgs  of  those 
Inqoiaitorlal  tribunals  which  are  at  once  the  re- 
proach and  the  terror  of  despotic  Governments,  or 
to  the  shecking  outrages  committed  by  the  Revo- 
lutionary tribunals  of  France,  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  advert  to  the  disgraceful  proceedings  of  the 
Parliament  of  Engfitnd,  in  cases  of  attainder,  not 
only  to  sustain  the  general  principles  here  present- 
ed, but  to  communicate  the  most  vivid  impression 
of  thdr  truth  and  importance.  If  theee  general 
'fiem  evince  to  the  committee  the  necessity  of  ad- 
hering to  the  estabUshed  rules  of  evidence — and  if 
X  have  shown  that  one  of  the  most  important  of 
those  rules  excludes  the  letters  or  declarations  of  a 
third  person  under  any  drcumatances — how  incom- 
parably stronger  does  the  objection  to  their  admis- 
aon  become,  when  we  advert  to  the  singnlar  and 
extraordinary  circumstances  under  which  the  let- 
ters of  Ml^or  Yandeventer  have  been  produced  to 
the  committee.  In  the  first  pUcc,  they  are  obvi- 
ously the  detached  parts  of  a  garbled  correspond- 
ence. In  the  second  place,  they  are  mutilated  and 
defaced,  so  as  to  render  their  meaning  unintelligi- 
ble as  to  every  imrpoee  connected  with  the  investi- 

Stion.  Bat  what  is  of  inflidtely  more  importance, 
a  correapondenoe  was  obviously  garbled,  and  the 
letters  mutilated  and  defaced,  by  one  of  the  most 
artfiil  and  consummate  vlUuns  that  ever  figured  in 
the  annals  of  human  depravity,  fbr  the  nnquestton- 
able  purpose  of  exciting  doubts  and  susfucions,  by 
means  of  the  muUlations  and  erasures,  which  could 
not  have  been  produced  by  the  letters  in  their  orig- 
inal and  entire  state.  It  u  inqiosdbls,  tbereflDre,  to 
conedve  a  combination  of  elreamstaneefl  more 
strikingly  demonstraUve  of  the  irisdon  of  those 
rules  of  evidence  from  which  the  comndttee  have 
thought  proper  to  depart,  than  that  which  exists  in 
the  present  instance.  For  it  Is  obvious  to  remark, 
that  this  is  a  political  comnussion,  ctunposed  of 
politicsl  men ;  and,  disguise  it  u  we  may,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  add,  without  intending  to  indnnate 
any  tUng  in  the  lightest  degree  dtsrespectM  to  a 
mt^rity  of  the  committee,  that  they  are  ritUng  in 
Judgment  on  a  political  opponent,  charged  with  a 
political  ofience.  And  when  it  is  moreover  consid- 
ered, that  tliese  gartded  and  mutilated  letter*  have 
beenprodaead  bj  the  vileK  of  aU  that  tiOe  of  !&• 


formers  who  have  been  the  A^raee  and  the  tcmr 
of  those  coontriae  In  wUdt  they  have  been  ceole- 
nanced  by  the  wiekedness  and  pn^igacy  of  fukn^ 
a  self-condemned  and  self-immolated  wretch,  wbe^ 
in  the  very  presence  of  the  committee,  has  Glmlly 
covered  himself  with  "  all  ttie  mulUplyisg  TiUasiM 
of  nature,"  I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  c«nmiiu« 
will  themselvee  shrink  back  with  aUiorrence  frwa 
those  machinations  and  devices  which  they  have 
unwittingly  recdved  in  the  place  oferidnee,aad 
upon  wlueh  the  diameteia  <^  IneompetcnCTSBilfr 
fiimy  are  so  eleaily  indeUbly  Impressed.  Then 
is  one  other  species  of  testimony  sought  by  the 
qnestitms,  and  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  coai- 
mittee,  equally  excluded  by  the  prinriples  qwa 
which  I  have  insisted.  Heanay  evidence  is  inad- 
misdble,  not  imly  by  the  code  to  whkh  we  have 
been  acenstmied,  but  by  vftrf  agntem  ofdviEad 
jurispmdeDoe  with  wUdi  we  have  aay  acqiesinlanoe ; 
and  yet  the  committee,  apparentiy  a— wi^,  by  s 
strange  complication  of  issaea,  that  every  ofliccr 
of  the  War  Department  who  bad  any  agency  in 
forming  a  certain  cmtract  with  Eljjah  Mix,  or  tn; 
interest  in  it,  is  now  actually  under  trial,  have  re- 
eeived  and  recorded,  as  testimonr,  the  dsdaraiioni 
of  those  olBcNS,  indistinctly  receweeted,  and  vagae- 
ly  and  doubtingly  stated. 

Admitting  that  it  la  proper  for  the  committee  te 
assume  Inqoititorial  powers  in  this  inveet^ation, 
and  in  that  cluuractcr  to  ask  of  the  witnesses,  Mt 
only  what  they  know,  but  what  they  have  beoid 
from  others,  it  mnst  be  exceedingly  apparent,  thet 
the  only  excusable  purpose,  even  of  an  Inqwirfierisl 
kind,  ior  wUeh  toA  qnestiona  eoidd  be  penfooad- 
ed,  is  the  discoveiy  of  other  iritacaae^  by  whose 
evidence  the  charge  might  be  estabKshed.  Irt  ■ 
see  bow  fkt  the  {Hoceedings  of  the  committee  htn 
been  conformable  to  tins  view  of  their  fiuKtiani. 
In  the  evidence  recorded  by  the  committee,  CoL 
Annistead  statee,  in  snbatance,  that  mlher  Mum 
Taadarenter  or  General  Swift  Infimned  Us  lha 
the  latter  was  eoneemed  In  the  Mix  contiKt 
ITpon  further  recollection,  the  witness  states,  thai 
he  must  have  received  this  information  from  Geo. 
Swift  himself:  for  that  he  remembers  to  have  had 
a  conversation  with  him,  in  which  the  Oeoeral  staled 
that  he  had  an  idea  of  leaving  the  amy,  and  be- 
eondng  interested  in  some  oootraeC  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  the  witness  snnposed  tn  havebcca 
the  oontnot  in  question.  Be  furtber  stataa,  m  At 
same  conversation,  G«i.  Swift  infomed  bim  that  be 
had  asked  the  permismon  of  Mr.  Calboua  to  beeoH 
thus  interested.  Tbu  evidence,  if  evidence  it  ma; 
be  called,  is  to  be  regarded  in  the  twofold  vf*« 
of  implicating  Qen.  Swift  in  a  criminal  participaDoa 
in  a  cootnct  made  by  himself  as  the  agnt  of  tbc 
Oovammoit,  and  Mr.  Calhowi  in  a  scarcely  letf 
criminal cotmlvanee at soeh a particspatioa.  Sobr 
as  It  relates  to  Gen.  Swift,  common  justice  reqdres 
me  to  remark,  that  it  is  contrary  to  those  pmt 
principles  of  criminal  jurisprudence  which  oarfbrf 
fiithers  have  consecrated  by  a  conatitutlo&al  deria- 
ration,  to  dt  in  Jodgmant  upon  a  dtisen  agiiast 
whom  no  charge  faaa  been  presented ;  who  ms  ae 
notice  that  his  chavaeler  la  evM  tlni  iafi»meHy 
implicated,  and  who,  Inatcad  of  bdag  preaenl  ts 
confront  Ua  aoooser,  la  whollj  Mnrepresented  be- 
fore the  committee. 

But,  so  far  as  tUs  leetimony  tends  to  fm|ilietfa 
Mr.  Calhoun,  the  coone  adopted  by  the  ctHamiiiM 
la  Uable  to  a  moA  ttnogK  oigoolka  thaa  thst 
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merelf  of  reeeiTiag,  and  reoording  for  poblicatiOQ, 
incoBpetent  snd  improper  teatimony.  They  have 
endently  elofed  the  iDvesUgation  preciwly  where 
it  iiv^i  to  haTfl  commenced,  leftving  upon  the 
Kptutmi  i^Xr.  Cslboim  all  the  lOipicion  vbkh 
Btgd  erideoM  oonld  produce,  and  omitting  to 
NumM  before  them  the  only  witowa  who  coold 
Upl  twtimonj  on  the  matter  ia  qneatioo. 

(Mxtd  Anoistead  atateti,  obTtonaly  from  the  re- 
coQeetioiM  of  a  moat  treaeherou  aod  feeble  niain- 
Kj,  that  Oeneral  Swift  informed  him,  eight  or 
ne  jean  ago^  thai  he  had  aiked  Mr.  CaUioon^ 
jirniMH  t»  baewaa  aouneinad  in  aom  eoBtnei 
■iih  the  OevetoBMOt.  TbU  li  the  oidy  Baterial 
&et  twaring  npon  the  character  of  Mr.  Calhoun ; 
ud  it  moat  hare  been  obvious  to  the  committea 
that  Generd  Swift  was  the  only  witness  who  could 
tegal  testiatony  ia  relation  to  it.  Tet  they 
biK  dedined  to  mnunon  him  on  their  own  mo- 
iMNi,  w  doa^  tnm  m  riew  of  the  anbjeet  satisfiw- 
torj  to^tteiBMhraaL  TIm  groond  qpon  which  I 
noft  prenme  tbey  have  acted  is  the  incompetency 
ortbe  efidenoe  before  them,  and  its  utter  inaaffl- 
amej  to  ftz  upon  Hr.  Calbonn  any  imputation  which 
nqninfl  to  be  rented.  But  I  must  be  permitted 
lo  nj,  that  the  ineompeteocy  and  insufficiency  of 
the  evidence,  though  a  very  sufficient  reason  for 
i^cetieg  it  ahogeuer,  ia  no  reason  at  all  for  re- 
f^»f^  when  h  la  improperly  leoeiTed  and  record- 
M.  to  prodoea  the  only  legal  testimony  by  which 
jndimteertaiaty  could  be  obtained  on  the  subject, 
lltiioagfa,  therafore,  the  committee  moat  nave 
tdedwith  a  view  to  impartial  juatlee,  the  course 
tbev  have  pursued  haa  been  precisely  that  which 
'»  beat  ealeulated  to  give  the  moat  iqjurious  efficacy 
to  Sepl  tflstlnony  agonal  Mr.  CiAioun,  and  to 
mid  we  eoneUiriTa  lefhtatlon,  whkh  the  produc- 
tioB  of  legal  evidence  would  undoubtedly  establish. 
To  do  away  the  effect  of  this  proceeding,  the  only 
illenMtiva  left  to  Mr,  Gdhonn  ia  to  place  the  moat 
Mqihttio  and  uneqidvoeal  negative,  which  I  am 
etprtady  authorized  to  do,  upon  the  imputation  of 
Ui  erer  haidng  any  knowledge  or  hMat  of  Qeneral 
Swift's  partkipation  in  the  contract,  and  to  call 
npoo  the  eomo^ttoe  to  osambia  Oonenl  Swift  hlm- 
Mf;  u  to  the  imprted  fiiet^lCr.  OaUkoan'i  knowl- 
tdn  ud  eonnivanco. 

HaTtng  riiown  that  tbe  entire  mass  of  the  testi- 
wmy  produced  is  legally  inadmissible  on  the  trial 
^tBT  inoe  which  can  be  made  upon  Mr,  Cal* 
knn'i  oSdal  conduct  or  nioral  integrity.  It  is  due 
to  tba  ceaudttoo  that  I  riionU  oxpldui  my  raasona 
fcr  not  ohjeeling  to  it  as  it  oeeorred  in  tbe  progress 
<f  the  investigation. 

CoDfinced  of  the  absolute  fUsity  of  the  charges 
praented,  and  of  the  entire  purity  of  Mr.  Calhoun's 
Auicter  in  all  the  relations,  pubUo  or  private,  in 
«Ueh  it  can  be  contemplated,  I  determined,  from 
Ike  beginning,  that  I  woidd  inl^pose  no  objection 
lo  any  inqniiy  whieh  tbe  committee  might  think 
^vper  to  inatitote,  nor  to  any  description  of  evi- 
^race  by  wlneh  they  mi^t  tl^k  proper  to  pursue 
tt.  An;  attempt  on  my  part  to  restrun  the  latitude 
<if  the  investigation,  or  to  prevent  the  adduction 
c^o  of  improper  evidence,  would  have  been  cod- 
Mved  by  the  malicions  into  a  dedre  to  screen  Mr. 
uBioqa,  bddnd  technical  forms,  from  a  foU  and 
"tt  bTeaUgation.  And  as  I  was  satiefied  that  tbe 
Km  aerere  the  ordeiU,  the  more  cuticluaive  would 
^theefideoce<rftiM  ideUty  and  nal  of  bis  oA- 
<U  ondMti  X  wu  the  lulo  wUiiff  that  the  lavee- 


[H.  ovR, 

tifattott  ahould  assume  any  fbrm  which  the  com- 
mittee might  choose  to  give  it,  and  be  proaecuted 
by  any  sort  of  evidence  whieh  they  might  think 
proper  to  admit  upon  their  own  responribuity. 

But  although  I  had  «  right,  as  tbe  personal  friend 
of  Mr.  Oalhooa,  to  abstain  Aon  any  interftrenee 
whh  the  oourae  of  the  eooinittee,  X  hava  no  ririit, 
oonaidering  the  relation  in  which  be  stands  and  In 
which  I  stand  to  the  public,  to  sanction,  by  m^uqui* 
escenee,  a  spraes  of  unlicensed  inquisition,  unknown 
to  the  jurisprudeuce  of  any  free  country,  and  which 
would  fumUi  a  precedent  uttariy  subversive  of  tbe 
oidy  eActnal  atfegiards  of  the  reaatattM  of  pob* 
Ue  BMi  in  pefkMls  of  great  polMcal  ex^tement 

Having  disposed  of  that  bimnch  of  the  investiga- 
tion which  relates  to  the  imputations  upon  Mr. 
Cattioun's  official  Integrity,  It  remains  for  me  to 
ofler  a  few  remariu  upon  a  view  of  this  svitiject, 
wluch,  though  not  involved  in  the  issue  referred  to 
the  committee,  is  evidently  embneed  in  the  eoope 
of  thdr  inquiries.  It  has  been  too  ^^lareat  to  e^ 
cape  the  observation  ev«i  of  one  less  interested 
than  I  am  to  nark  Uw  bearings  of  this  investigation, 
that' a  very  large  portion  of  the  testimony  can  have 
no  other  applintion  or  object  than  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  general  administration  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, while  Mr.  Calhoun  preudcd  over  it,  by  holding 
him  responsible  for  the  minute  irregularities  of  ita 
subordinate  braaohes,  and  parlioulany  those  of  the 
Engineer  Department :  While,  tfaereCiHe,  the  charge 
is  apeciflc  and  limited,  the  investigation  is  genenl 
and  undefined,  and  the  most  obvious  principles  of 
justice  require  that  the  defence  should  at  least  be 
co-eztensive  with  the  attack,  whether  this  be  open 
and  direct,  or  disguised  and  incidental. 

Assuming,  then,  that  the  general  irregolaritiee  of 
a  subordlnale  branch  of  the  War  Department  are 
Gur  Bubfects  of  inqtdry,  let  us  see  wheUter  the 
Bpecificationa  are  auch  as,  admitting  their  tmth,  will 
fairly  fix  any  portion  of  the  reaponsibility  on  Hr. 
Calhoun.  The  contract  In  relation  to  which  the 
imputed  irregularities  occurred,  was  made  the  2fitb 
of  July,  1818.  Mr.  Calhoun  took  chaige  of  the 
War  Department,  the  8th  of  December,  ISlI ;  and 
it  ia  a  &ct  of  undisputed  notoriety  that  he  found  It 
utterly  destitute  of  orgaiuiation  in  almost  all  ita 
branches,  and  pre-eminently  so  in  the  Engineer 
Department.  The  extenrive  operations  and  large 
disbuteemeiits  of  tbe  then  recent  war,  effected  un- 
der a  system  of  administration  having  nather  or* 
f^nization  uor  respondbility,  had  introduced  such 
uTegulariti<a  and  abuses,  aud  caused  the  accomu- 
lation  of  such  a  mass  of  unaettied  aceouata  and  un- 
finished buaoeaa,  that  the  War  Department  was 
actually  shunned  by  several  distinguished  citizens 
who  were  solicited  to  proside  over  it,  as  an  Augean 
stable,  holding  out  la  prospect  the  labors  of  Her- 
cules, without  any  portion  of  hia  fame.  Such  behig 
the  condition  of  tne  Department  when  Mr.  Calhoun 
became  iu  Chief  Officer,  and  every  irregularity 
wliich  is  imputable  to  the  Mix  contract,  including 
the  omission  to  advertise,  having  been  common  and 
frequent  in  every  preceding  Administration,  with- 
out any  effectual  effort  to  correct  them;  the  injus- 
tice of  holding  Mr.  Calhoun  responsible  for  not 
correcting,  in  a  few  months,  inegularitieB  which  his 
predecessors  bad  not  even  attempted  to  correct  in 
as  many  years,  is  too  gross  to  be  tolerated  for  a 
moment. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  Head  of  aoch  a  Depart* 
nent  ouuw^  npoa  any  tBtiooal  prtaeiplat  be  made 


7^  Viee  Pntiimtt  Afpud. 


Digitized  by  Google 


422 


ABRIDOMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  &3 

TCSpon^le  for  •  particular  insUnce  of  imgnlaritj 
in  the  details  of  a  stibordiDBte  Depirtmeot.  Tho 
true  point  of  this  nspmiNbilitT  ii  the  general  laxity 
nd  mot  of  ijitem  from  whieh  the  porticular  in- 
•tuiee  arisei.  If,  tberefere,  Kr.  Cuboun  is  ob- 
noziijns  to  uxj  censure  in  the  present  case,  it  is  for 
the  imperfect  orguization  of  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment on  the  25tb  July,  1818.  In  this  Tiew  of  the 
tubjeA,  it  is  to  be  remarked  tlut  he  toolc  charge  of 
the  Department  in  December,  181'7,  at  the  opening 
•f  the  nsdon  of  Conmss;  left  WaaUngtoo  tor 
South  Carolina,  on  indinmiaable  buftnea,  Inune- 
dintely  after  the  close  of  the  scadon  in  th«  Hay 
following,  and  did  not  return  until  the  month  of 
July,  only  two  weeka  before  the  contract  in  ques- 
tion was  closed ;  and  was  almoat  incessantly  occu- 
pied daring  these  two  weeks,  in  the  deliberations  of 
the  Calnnet  on  the  milUarj  oconrrancsi  of  the  Semi- 
nolo  eampugn. 

Under  these  circumstancM,  the  Irregularities  in 
question  cannot  be  imputed  to  him,  either  in  fact  or 
m  theory.  Coming  into  a  complicated  Department, 
which  was  almost  uterally  in  a  state  of  chaos,  noth- 
ing but  a  spirit  of  offlcial  quackery  could  ha.T6 
prompted  him  to  commence  the  great  work  of  a 
general  and  syatematic  reformation,  before  be  had 
oeliberately  lurveyed  the  working  of  its  disordered 
machinery,  and  ascertained  both  the  causes  of  the 
existing  irregularities  and  the  most  effectire  means 
of  correcting  them  permanently. 

In  fiict,  when  it  is  conddered  tluit  Vr.  Calhoun 
flrst  necessarily  devoted  himself  to  the  creation  and 
organization  of  the  Departments  of  the  Quarter 
Master  Oenend,  Siii:geon  Oeneral,  and  Commissary 
General,  under  an  act  of  Congrefts,  passed  upon  his 
recommendation,  in  April,  1818,  the  wonder  ist  hat 
the  reformation  of  the  En^neer  Department  was 
commenced  and  completed  at  such  early  periods  as 
in  fact  it  was.  I  cannot  beliere  it  possible,  there- 
fore, the  committee  will  select  the  minute  irregular- 
ities of  detail  !q  a  transaction  which  was  conducted 
axdudrely  by  subordinate  officers,  and  of  which 
the  irregiuarities  rndly  belonged  to  the  antecedent 
period  of  disorder,  as  criterion  of  Ur.  Calhoun's 
general  administration  of  the  War  Department. 

Indeed,  the  very  irregularities  which  we  are  now 
considering,  are  toe  more  striking,  because  of  the 
perfect  organisation,  reipondbiUty,  and  system, 
which  Mr.  Calhoao  has  the  high  merit  of  Wing 
mbsequenUy  imparted  to  all  the  arrangements  and 
opermtlonB  of  the  Department. 

Standing  In  contrast  with  his  own  Improrements, 
these  petty  and  subordinate  irregularities  are  ex- 
hibited in  bold  relief  to  the  prying  and  inTidious  re- 
search of  the  censorious ;  and  in  this  way  not  only 
the  imperfections  which  he  found  In  the  system  of 
admfnurtimtion,  but  the  signal  regularity  which  he 
Introduced  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Department, 
are  made  to  furnish  matter  of  accusation  agidnsthim. 

As  the  general  industry,  seal,  and  ability,  with 
which  Mr.  Calhoun  discharged  his  ofBdal  duties,  are 
thus  ^stinctly  put  in  issue  by  the  direction  whieh 
the  committee  have  given  to  the  examination,  I 
claim  the  right  of  calling  before  them  all  the  Hewls 
of  the  subordinate  Departments,  who  were  lus  i^le 
ooatUuton  in  the  great  work  of  reform,  and  of  show- 
ing by  their  united  testimony  the  condition  in 
which  he  found  the  Department;  the  fidelity  and 
unremitting  labor  with  which  he  devoted  himself  to 
ita  improvement;  and  the  hirii  perfection  of  its  %r- 
iiDgemeuts,  wUoh  crowned  bis  labors  with  a  suo- 
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cess  equally  conducive  to  his  own  fiune  and  to  ibe 
welfare  of  his  country.  I  must,  therefore,  nqatu 
that  the  committee  will  examine  the  following  gen* 
tlemen,  touching  tlus  brandt  of  the  inqtfry:  l^or 
General  Brown,  General  Thoa.  S.  Jeasnp^Genenl  A 
Uacomb,  Dr.  J.  Lovell,  Col.  M.  Towsoo,  CoLG.Gb- 
Boo,  Col.  G.  Bomford,  CoL  I.  Roberdean,  and  Cot. 
John  E.  Wool.  If  I  am  not  greatiy  mistaken,  it  liO 
concluuvely  appear  from  their  evidence,  that  the  gjt- 
tern  of  rigoroos  responsibility  and  strict  ecooMy 
which  Ur.  Oalhonn  introdneod  la  the  operatiostaad 
disbiinemaiitsirftlM  IGBtary  Establishment,  banef- 
feeted  an  annual  saving  in  the  natitmal  expeafitnt 
of  more  than  a  million  «  dollars,  to  say  nothi&g  of  llw 
striking  Improvement  made  in  the  moral  of  the  vnj, 
as  well  as  in  its  military  discipline  and  effiwncj. 

Although  the  views  alceadj  presented  diev  Uw 
i^justica  of.  haUlng  Mr.  Calhonn  In  uy  d^ree  r- 
sponsiUa  for  the  formal  irr^olatUks  tou  mr 
have  existed  In  the  formation  of  the  coametwiu 
Elijah  Mix,  It  is  doe  to  the  historical  tratk  ibe 
case  that  I  should  state,  that,  in  ptunt  of  fact,  no  io- 
jury  resulted  to  the  Government  from  those  imp-  ! 
larities,  or  from  the  making-  of  the  oontiad  widi 
such  a  person.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  coadun]; 
shown  in  the  investigation  which  took  dIom  on  m 
subject  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  ia  Msi, 
1622,  that,  previous  to  the  fonration  of  the  coMnct, 
notice  was  actu^y  given,  and  inquiries  made,  it  aB 
the  p<Hnts  where  anitable  atone  could  lie  procmv^ 
and  that  Colonel  Armistead,  to  use  his  own  vntdi, 
"  made  experiments,  by  having  the  stone  qearritd 
near  Georgetown  by  laborers  faired  by  the  rnitcd 
States,  and  found  that  it  conld  not  be  proeond  ud 
carried  to  Old  Point  Comlbrt  for  leas  than  (3 » 
per  perch,  together  with  the  (mat  uneenaintT  of 
getting  vessels  to  transport  it."  Tlie  testimoDT  of 
Commodore  Rodgers,  General  Mason,  Mr.  B»tfr  <tf 
Georgetown,  and  various  other  witnesses,  all  con- 
curred in  the  uncontradicted  rtntemeat,  tliat  |3  ^ 
per  perch  was  the  lowest  som  for  which  the  mo* 
cottldbe  deUrered.  Andaecordio^y,|3  Mwuibt 
lowest  bid  except  that  of  Eljjah  Mix.  Itisappunt,  ! 
therefore,  that  the  contract  at  $3  per  pern  | 
have  been  ruinous  to  Mix,  but  for  tlie  very  ns«- 
pected  andrafHdfall  in  tbw  price  of  latxir  and  tnv  j 
portation  "  adverted  to  by  the  witnesses  in  the  f«-  ' 
mer  examination.  Such  was  the  eonclusiTs  foRC  i 
of  this  testimcmy  in  1822,  that  the  barereadiii{af  i 
it,  without  a  rfn^  -word  of  commantaiy  or  sign- 
ment,  induced  the  Hoose  of  Bepraecittstiws,  1^  > 
vote  of  131  to  SO,  to  rqect  the  report  and  rwolo- 
tion  of  the  select  committee  which  reeoBmended  s 
suspcnaioa  of  oil  appropriations  for  the  foifilswat  of 
that  contract.  Although,  therefore,  the  disncMr 
of  Mix  was,  even  at  the  date  of  the  eentrtet, 
stamped  with  inbmy,  the  fact  was  then  wboBy 
known  to  Mr.  CaUitKUi,  and  I  beBeve,  to  every  oScct 
of  the  Engineer  Department ;  and  however  nueh 
some  of  those  officers  may  have  sulfored  from  bavii^ 
to  deal  with  a  man  so  proffigate  and  unprineipkd,  it 
is  clear  that  the  Government  has  actually  nvtd 
$75,000  in  the  whole  contract,  by  accepting  hii  bid. 
And  I  cannot  but  remark,  in  conclwUng  this  port  of 
the  sabgect,  that  the  vigilant  regard  for  the  pnbfic 
interest  with  which  Mr.  Calhoun  has  invariAbly  en- 
forced  upon  Mix  the  performance  of  this  coatrwt. 
has  evidently  brought  upon  him  tlie  infiuioai 
umny  which  has  given  rise  to  this  investigatioa. 

I  cannot  bring  this  (KMnmanioation  to  a 
without  foBDMlljr  and  disllBctfy  protaiting  sgstsM 
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blesfng  the  eiuninitlon  and  trial  ofclurges  ag&Inst 
ifacRtbordintte  officen  of  the  War  Department,  with 
dw  present  inTMt^tlon.  The  injustice  of  such  a 
toaiM  to  those  officers,  has  beea  already  stated. 
It  ««Id  be  fiteraUy  condemning  tbem  without 
bill  Tbeinfutiee  toHr.Oalhotin  isequaUjneat, 
dMH^  not  mrite  m>  obTioas,  Upon  priaoi^ea  of 
wmdatioo,  which  th«  committee  will  readily  com- 
ptbend,  it  would  be  Tisitiag  upon  Mr.  Calhoun,  by 
kDMMt  •erera  and  erael  (Uspensation,  the  guilt  of 
thcie  nbordioate  officera,  established  by  a  mode  of 
pnetefng  having  none  of  the  forma  of  legal  acca- 
■tioo  ind  trial,  but  Minming  the  mogt  o^us  of  tfw 
pmitdTea  of  those  inqointorlal  tribnnala  fbrta- 
uldyknoirnto  08  only  by  the  hiator;  of  len  bTor- 
ed  roantriea. 

rmiOj :  I  cannot  bat  expresa  my  rincere  regret 
It  tbe  ntraordinary  delay  which  has  characterized 
(hit  proeeeding,  and  at  the  great  injustice  and  io- 
jny  wUeh  haTc  tmaToIdably  rcaolted  to  Mr.  Cal- 
bno  from  that  dremnstance  alone.  It  la  now  more 
thu  four  weeks  lioce  this  committee  was  charged 
to  mqnire  whether  tbe  Vice  President  of  the  United 
SUles  hid  been  guilty  of  the  infumons  offence  of 
puUaptting,  while  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  profits 
€f  a  contract  made  with  an  individoal,  by  the  De- 
fuiDwnt  orer  which  he  presided.  The  atrocious 
diHicter  of  the  charge,  and  the  high  station  of  tbe 
bdiridas)  Im^cated,  naturally  excited  In  erenr  por- 
tion of  the  Union  uie  most  lively  interest  m  the 
proceedinn  of  the  committee ;  and  the  people  of 
iIk  United  States,  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  delay 
npoQ  IDT  other  suppoeition  than  that  some  evidence 
t^giSlt  bad  been  exhibited,  have  been  looking,  day 
■fter  day,  and  week  after  week,  with  tbe  most  in- 
tense anxiety,  for  the  result  of  an  investigation  in- 
Tolting  not  only  the  honest  name  of  a  public  ser- 
wnt,  who  has  been  for  fifteen  years  honorably  and 
ci^neD^j  identified  with  the  political  history  of  the 
conotry,  but  involving  also,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
npatation  of  that  country— whose  rights  and  whose 
tionor  he  has  10  largely  contributed  to  defend,  whose 
cbmeter  he  has  so  largely  contributed  to  elevate, 
uid  vboee  ioMltBUona  be  has  m  soecessfhlly  labored 
lowtablish  and  mature.  If,  from  the  high  honor 
*»d  VDsnspected  purity  which  have  characterized 
tiny  action  of  bis  life,*  all  who  know  him,  whether 
iriends  or  enemiea,  have  looked  with  equal  confi- 
^Dce  to  hia  entire  aicqnittat  of  the  charge  presented, 
it  on  scarcely  be  doubted  that  a  large  portion  of 
1^  peoide  of  the  United  Sutcs,  who  do  not  know 
iiim,  must  have  regarded  the  unexpected  procrasti- 
tttiim  of  the  Inqmry,  as  a  circumstance  inexplicable, 
if  not  tnairictous.  And,  while  I  am  under  the  ne- 
''■ity,  from  the  course  pursued  by  the  committee, 
of  itill  farther  protracting  the  investigation,  I  shall 
"•e  every  ellbrt,  in  which  I  earnestly  solicit  their  co- 
<^entioa,  to  bring  this  long  labor  to  a  speedy  ter- 
■natioo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  rerr  great  respect, 

TMrobadleBtaerranL   

GEO.  McDUFFIB. 

Ur.  Fum>  rose,  and  said,  tliat  Uie  report 
vhuh  bid  lost  been  read,  with  the  single  ex- 
of  the  posssee  declaring  the  conviction 
M  the  innocence  of  the  Vice  Preflident  of  the 
imputed  to  him,  was  from  a  majority 
committee.   After  being  engaeod  for 
^  dMi  in  this  inTestigation,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
»>d,nbr  u  he  oonld  colloet  the  sense  of  the 


committee,  framed  a  report  accordingly,  which 
report  had  not  proved  i^reeable  to  the  minority 
of  the  committee.  The  objection  which  he  had 
to  the  report  adopted  was,  that  it  did  not  give 
the  tme  color  to  the  results  of  the  inquiry. 
The  report  which  he  had  drafted,  and  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  and  was  about  to  offer  to 
the  House,  did  justice  to  the  views  of  the 
minority ;  and,  as  an  expoution  of  their  viewsi 
he  wished  to  preaoit  it  to  the  House.   Vx.  F. 

be  hod  fftne  Into  this  inqaiir  with  a  dls- 
posltum  to  do  ample  Jostiee  to  all  ooncmied 
la  it  The  character  and  eondnet  of  th^  man, 
Hiz,  he  said,  had  been  marked.  In  the  investi- 
gation, by  greater  atrocity  than  had  ever  been 
witnessed  before  since  the  days  of  Titus  Oatea, 
He  wonld  say  one  word  more :  during  those 
days  when  he,  and  others  with  him,  were  stig- 
matized as  *'  ruthless  Radicals,"  for  thinking  as 
he  still  thonght — for  disapproving  of  Yellow 
Stone  expeditions,  and  enormous  expenditnrea 
for  annecessory  fortifications — ^he  must  yet  say, 
in  justice  to  Mr.  CALBomr,  that,  as  regarded  tho 
Department  of  War  itselL^the  tiien  Secretaiy 
haa  been  of  as  much  benefit  to  tiie  conntiy  as 
any  man,  in  rimilar  dretnnataneea,  coold  be. 
Freviona  to  tiie  year  1818,  ^ere  had  existed 
the  greatest  conninon  in  the  organization  of 
that  Department.  The  engineer  department 
hod  followed  the  chief  of  engineers  wherever 
lie  moved ;  other  branches  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  "War  Office  wwe  but  little  better 
arrayed,  and  there  was  a  general  want  of  re- 
sponsibility for  disbursements  of  public  money. 
The  then  Secretary  (now  Vice  R-esident)  had, 
Mr.  F.  was  satisfied,  imparted  an  organization 
and  a  regularity  to  tbe  Department,  such  as  it 
had  never  before  possessed,  and  which  were 
highly  creditable  to  him  as  b  public  officer. 

Mr.  F.  then  presented  to  the  House  a  paper, 
as  expressing  the  views  of  a  minority  of  the 
committee;  and  the  p^ier  being  about  to  ba 
read — 

Mr.  'Wriqht  said  he  did  not  rise  to  interpoae 
any  objection  to  the  proposition  of  thegentlenian 
from  Virgima,  (Mr.  Flotd,)  but  to  say  a  wcmd 
on  the  part  of  a  minority  of  the  committee, 
whose  organ  he  was,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  6f 
that  gentleman.  He  understood  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  the  paper  he  exhibited  as  contun- 
ing  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the  committee, 
contained  a  clearer  view  of  the  transaotiona 
of  the  committee  than  the  report  made  fa^  tha 
majority. 

[Mr.  Flotd  explained,  ibut  be  had  not 
meant  to  enter  into  any  controversy  with  the 
m^Jwity  of  the  committee,  but  merely  to  say 
that,  as  one  of  the  minority  of  the  committer 
he  did  not  approve  of  the  color  of  the  report.] 

Mr.  Wbioht  :  The  gentleman  now  says  he 
did  not  like  the  color  given  by  the  report  to 
the  transactions  before  the  committee,  and 
therefore  be  was  induced  to  offer  his  project. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  committee  have  given  no 
color  to  the  facts  detuled  in  the  report.  The 
majority  atodionily  avdded  living  mj  oqIoti 
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or  expresring  their  opinion  on  facts  relating  to 
other  than  the  direct  matter  before  them. 
Therein,  he  aaid,  would  be  foond  to  be  macb 
of  the  difference  between  the  report  and  the 
paper  now  exhibited.  Be  aaid  there  would 
also  be  fomid  another  difference,  which  he 
oonndered  material  in  such  a  paper,  and  he 
believed  a  m^ority  thought  that  me  principal 
objection  to  the  paper  offered  as  a  report. 
That  was  in  this — ^both  papers  nnqaalifiedly 

Sronounced  the  innocence  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
ent,  and  the  infiunous  character  of  Uix,  ren- 
dering him  nnworthy  of  belief. 

The  report,  when  it  had  asserted  that,  songbt 
no  more  to  establish  the  fact  by  a  aetaued 
reference  to  his  testimony.  It  was  not  thought 
JMceasaiy  or  proper  to  do  ml  Tlw  paper  oner- 
ed  asserts  the  fact  of  Kix's  infamy,  and  then 
lalx^  throng  many  pages,  to  prove  the  asser- 
tion true,  thnB  wasting  its  force  npon  an  im- 
material matter,  and  losing  sight  of  the  princi- 
pal matter  In  view.  The  paper  offered  em- 
ploys many  hard  and  harsh  words,  in  charac* 
terizing  Ulx's  evidence,  which  a  minority 
thought  unnecessary,  and  highly  improper  in 
a  report  of  a  committee  made  to  this  House. 
They  could  not  add  to  Mix's  infamy,  but  might 
detract  from  the  respect  the  members  of  the 
committee  felt  for  themselTes  and  the  House. 
These,  I  believe,  sir,  were  the  principal  objec- 
tioDS  witii  the  m^ority  of  the  committee, 
against  adopting  the  paper  now  offered  as  their 
report. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  no  aort  of  olgedion  to 
tiie  gentleman  presenting  his  views  to  the 
House,  in  uiy  way  most  agreeable  to  himself 
or  to  any  order  the  Honae  might  ftel  ^aposed 
to  make  on  them. 

The  paper  presented  by  Kr.  Flotd,  as  ex- 
pressive of  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the 
cxmimiftee,  was  then  lead,  asfdlowa: 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
commaDication  of  the  Tlee  Freddeat,  of  the  29th 
December  last,  have  had  the  same  nnder  oondde^ 
ation,  and  report: 

That  the  committee  convened,  u  aoon  after  their 
^^mtment,  as  could  be  done  with  convenience,  to 
conrider  the  subject  referred  to  them.  The  first  step 
which  they  thought  it  advlnble  to  take,  wis  to  in- 
form the  ^ee  Preddent  that  tlw  crauniUee  waa  or> 
ganiaed,  and  would  raodve  any  eemoHmleaticn  he 
thfaik  proper  to  nuke,  lids  was  acoordbgly 
done  on  the  Sd  of  January  last ;  io  reply  to  wiach 
the  committee  received  a  letter  on  the  3d,  stating, 
that  his  commonication  to  the  House,  of  the  S9ui 
December  last,  would  make  known  to  the  committee 
his  motire  for  soliciting  an  inquiry ;  that  be  had 
nothing  ftarther  to  add  than  to  reiterate  his  derire 
to  have  a  fhll  Investigatim ;  and  that,  In  order  to 
avoid  tbe  inconvenience  and  delay  of  communicat- 
ing by  letter,  he  had  requested  Mr.  HcDufBe  to  act 
as  his  friend  bef<m  the  committee.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  kttari  Ue.  XoDulBe  was  adndtted  ae- 
Mndingly. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  tnqidre  whether 
there  were  any  cliarges  on  file  in  the  I>epartment  of 
War,  m  any  paper  or  dosament  wUch  mat  to 
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show  that  the  Tice  President  had  been,  whilst  Sec- 
retary of  that  Department,  engaged  in  any  con- 
tract, or  in  the  profits  of  which  he  in  any  nj 
participated.  The  result  ot  this  inquiry  was,  thtt 
there  were  no  charges,  or  othn  evidaiieai,  of  aaj 
kind,  against  him, 

Tet,  as  a  confidential  letter,  signed  by  E.  Vtx, 
and  addresaed  to  the  author  of  "  Baocock,*  vbo 
was  ItnowQ  to  be  M^or  Batteriee  Clatfc;  a  FkyaHi- 
ter,  who  hadiMeo  dbmlased  from  the  aervleewhiiit 
Mr.  Calhoun  was  Secretary  of  the  Departsient  «f 
War,  for  not  settling  bis  accounts,  sa  will  be  more 
distinctly  seen  by  reference  to  the  testinoDy  ti 
CoL  Towson,  had  appeared  in  one  of  the  dcw^ 
pers,  minted  in  this  District,  and  the  Vice  Prcd- 
dent,]n  his  communication  to  the  committee,  of 
the  8d  of  January  last,  having  referred  to  tt,  sad 
desiring  a  full  investigation,  Uie  committee  fell  it 
their  duty  to  examine  the  whole  subject  luDy  and 
freely,  as  containing  the  foundation  lus  letter  to 
the  House  of  Representatives, 

Trom  an  inquiry  into  this  sntgect,  It  waa  ««c*r- 
tained  that  Howes  Goldsbwoogh  and  B^}ah  Ha 
were  competitors  for  a  cootract  with  the  Gerera- 
meut  of  the  United  States  in  December  last,  and, 
on  Goldsborough's  arriving  in  this  mty,  he  pro- 
cured from  H^or  S&tteriee  Clark,  the  astbor  of 
the  publication  signed  *'  Hancock,"  a  copy  of  Uu 
confidential  letter  from  Mix  to  the  author  of  Has- 
cock,  to  be  used  in  depriving  BCz  of  tbe  coDtne^ 
should  he  find  it  necessary. 

iVmn  this  copy  a  transcript  waa  taken  by  Wau 
F,  Thornton,  tbe  junior  Edltu-  of  the  Pbeeux  Ga- 
zette, and  publi^ed  by  him  in  that  paper  tbe  nen 
day,  which  was  tbe  28th  of  December  last,  aeceta- 
panied  with  his  editorial  remaika. 

This  letter  of  Mix  to  the  author  ctf  Encode  is  an 
exhibit  among  the  files  of  the  committee,  and  vai 
acknowledged  by  him  to  be  la  Ua  on  band- 
writing.  The  motives  which  induoed  blm  to  oaks 
this  communicaUon,  he  has  himself  devek^)ni.  To 
extort  money  seems  to  have  been  his  aim,  witbont 
any  scruples  as  to  the  means  by  which  bii  ottfcct 
was  to  be  accompliahed. 

From  a  view  of  the  whole  evidence  on  tUi  part 
of  the  subject,  the  committee  are  unable  to  fied 
any  thing  warranting  the  belief  that  the  officer  at 
the  head  of  tbe  DepuCmant  of  War  had  any  uesey 
in  the  pubUcation  of  this  letter  hi  the  Fhswix  Ga> 
aette. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  Mr.  Calhoon,  that  tLe 
committee  should  state,  that  his  commniuealkKi  to 
tbe  House  of  Representatives  was  foonded  eida- 
rively  on  tbe  pnblioation  in  the  Fhrnnix  Gazette  of 
tbe  SSth  of  December,  and  that  the  &ets  aMoned 
In  that  communication,  vix;  That  flie  IrttvedCx 
to  the  author  of  Hancock  had  Imcu  made  the  buis 
of  an  official  act,  and  would,  of  courae,  be  filed 
among  tbe  records  of  the  Department,  were  pro- 
fessedly stated;  the  first  upon  the  authority  oftbai 
paper,  and  the  second  aa  aa  inference  Gma  tbe 
atatement  eontuned  in  it 

In  tbe  early  stage  of  this  investlgatioii,  tbe  ro»- 
mittce  discovered,  from  the  letter  of  Major  Vaii<l«- 
venter  to  E.  Mix,  dated  tbe  7th  of  August,  ISIS, 
and  to  which  tiiey  refer,  that  a  peraoo  wheee  aane 
waa  to  have  been  kept  secret,  waa  interested  in  tiie 
contract  commonly  called  tbe  Mix,  or  Bip  bf 
Contract, 

On  making  thia  ^seovery,  the  eoauiittea  JUt 
botud,IfpoM[ble,tobriHEtolighttbiaUdd«a  la- 
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(ocisU;  utd  in  following  up  their  inquiries,  thef 
hire  beM  led  into  a  nach  wilder  field  then  could 
at  fint  bare  been  utidpetcd.  They  here,  in  diort, 
fonud  it  neeeaeery  to  go  thoroogUj  Into  the  origin 
ud  histof  J  of  the  Rip  B«p  Cootnct,  wbfcli  involved 
the  accent;  of  ■ammoniog  numeroo*  witnenes 
from  distant  parte,  wtio  were  believed  to  poeteai 
boirledge  of  this  eontraeC ;  conseqaeutly  requiring 
much  time  tor  tb^  examination. 

The  eoamitteo  are,  however,  vnudmoosly  of 
epQioa,  that  there  is  Dothing  In  the  ovidenoe  to 
■uTiDt  a  belief^  or  even  the  sUgbtest  snspioioa, 
that  the  Vice  Prendent  was  interested  In  any 
cootnct  made  with  tbe  Department  of  War,  whilst 
be  wu  entrusted  with  the  discharn  of  its  duties,  or 
Oat  be,  either  directlj  or  indirectly,  participated  in 
liie  profits  of  any  such  eootrset,  or  that  he  connived 
■t  neh  partic^tion  In  any  of  bii  rabOffAiMt* 

»om  tbe  promioMii  figuo  wfaidi  El^  IGx 
mkei  in  this  transaetloa,  tbroagbonC,  oecnj^g 
tbe  twofold  attitude  of  an  informer  and  a  witness, 
Item  to  command  of  the  committee  a  direct  expree* 
BOD  of  tbe  opioioa  tbey  b«v«  formed  of  biageneral 
cbrieter  for  voiacity,  as  wdl  as  of  the  qiociflo 
opak»  tlwy  faavs  fOTmod  In  relatttm  to  MlM  of  the 
BMMt  prambeDt  parts  of  his  testimony. 

On  the  subject  of  his  general  character  for  vera- 
thjr,  tbey  have  no  bedUttion  in  saying,  tliat  lie  is 
ottiieljr  destitote  of  tho  dightait  dain  to  bo  believed 
npoB  bis  oath. 

Thej  hare  come  to  Ibis  oonclotion,  not  only  from 
tbe  teMimoay  of  reitpeetable  witnesBes,  going  to 
ertabliah  the  general  inbrny  of  bis  character,  bat 
tnm  tbe  total  disivgard  for  truth  which  he  man[< 
letted  daring  the  progress  of  his  examination,  and 
tb«  Dunerons  CODtradictions  in -which  he  involved 
kinnelf  whilst  giving  in  his  testimony  in  tbe  preeence 
of  (be  cmnmittec. 

Withoak  attempting  to  detail  tfao  nnmerons 
bHtuees  In  wbkh  it  is  apparent  to  th«  ooountttao 
tbtt  be  has  •worn  to  witfU  and  deliberate  flOaBboods, 
tber  have  eonftned  thenadvca  to  those  parti  of  bis 
tti^BMMiy  which  demand  a  aepacate  and  diilinet 
moderation  on  wther  groonda. 

Oa  bis  first  exandnation,  be  produced  a  letter 
vritten  by  U^w  Vaodeveoter  to  nim,  dated  tbe  Vth 
of  A^Mt,  181B,  oommencing  with  tho  following 

BstihtedBentooee:  *' I  am  very  sorry  that  the  , 

*bo  in  eoncCTiwd  In  the  contract,  will  not  agree 
to  idnit  6e<»ge  on  tbe  tenns  yon  have  etatcd." 

Tbe  letter  then  goes  on  to  sute,  that  the  writer 
(VudcveDtcr)  had  Informed  Hajor  Cooper,  his  b- 
tiKr4a-Uw,  that  there  was  one  other  person  concern- 
ed i&  tbe  contract,  whose  name  was  not  to  be  mcn- 
^teed ;  and  tbo'lettor  seems  to  bo  deeigaed  to  pro- 
fit upon  Mr.  Cooper  to  become  ooe  of  the  sureties 
for  tiw  falBlmeot  of  the  contract,  without  tbe  con> 
£t)on,on  which  It  appears  he  was  insisting,  that  his 
foa  George  dwnld  have  one*fourth  of  the  contract, 
lliz  iutet  ^t  this  letter  was  obliterated  when  he 
XMtTed  it,  and  that  he  doea  not  know  what  were 
tba  words  that  have  been  erased.  The  committee 
*te  dcddedly  of  opinion,  tlut  tbe  erasure  was  made 
IGx,  br  tbe  porpose  of  throwing  a  mystery  over 
tbe  matter,  and  of  exciting  8aa[ncioa  that  the  person 
tllnded  to  in  tb«  psrt  obliterated  was  Mr.  Caiboan. 

Tbat  tiie  obliteratitm  was  not  made  by  the  writer 
of  tbe  letter  is  clear,  from  several  obvious  consider- 
If  he  had  been  so  destroos  to  conceal  the 
anKd,  tho  abvioM  and  aatanl  MMUM  wmdd 
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have  been,  to  have  omitted  them  altogether,  instead 
of  tot  writing  them  down  and  then  making  an  em> 
sore  thai  nnoered  the  sentoice  tmintell^ble. 

Another  drenmstance,  that  tends  to  satisfy  the 
e<Hnmittee  that  the  erasure  was  made  by  Mix,  is  the 
manifest  difference  between  the  ink  wiu  which  tbe 
letter  la  written,  and  that  with  which  the  erasure 
is  made,  and  the  equally  atriking  resemblance  be- 
tween  tbe  Ink  wed  In  maUng  tJie  crasora  in  ques- 
tion, and  that  naed  in  making  other  erasuies  in  the 
same  letter,  which  XIx  acknowledges  were  made 
by  himsel£  It  is  obvious  to  the  committee,  that 
the  word  "the"  is  left  unobliterated  immediately 
preceding  the  erasure,  in  order  to  raise  a  snspidoa 
that  tho  word  "  Secretary,"  or  "  Secretwy  of  War," 
oocnpied  the  blotted  space  which  followed:  But 
not  understanding  tbe  rules  of  grammar,  whioh, 
otherwise,  is  an  Ingnioni  derico^  has  left  visible  tho 
words  **  who  are  coneemed,"  Immedlatdy  after  tho 
erasure ;  from  which  !t  Is  evident  that  we  definite 
article  preceding  the  erasure  must  have  agreed,- not 
with  "Secretary,"  but  with  some  common  snbstan: 
tive  to  tiie  [jurat  number,  such  aa  "  the  other  genUe- 
men,"  **  the  rest  of  the  gentlenwn,"  aeeording  to 
the  explanaftioa  (Jven  by  Hi^YandeTtniter.  TUi 
exf^nation  of  tbe  words  obliterated,  whiob  Ii 
aliDOBt  Self-evident,  conclusively  shows  that  Vande- 
venter  etfild  have  no  motive  to  make  the  oblitera- 
tion, and  as  cleariy  shows  the  base  motives  by  which 
Hix  most  have  been  actnated  In  making  it. 

If^  to  these  drcamstances,  we  add  the  oath  of 
Hiyor  Vandevcnter,  that  he  did  not  make  the  ertF 
sure,  tbe  &ct  that  Mix  did  Is  established  by  a  con- 
cludve  weight  of  evidence. 

On  his  first  examination,  Hlx  stated  that,  prevt- 
ons  to  the  13th  of  April,  1821,  he  presented  to  Ur. 
Calhoun,  among  other  papers  explanatory  of  lua 
daima,  a  letter  from  H^jor  Vandevcnter  to  him, 
(Uix,)  written  whilst  they  were  both  in  the  city  ii 
Kew  York,  dated  the  1st  of  April,  1821,  and  contain- 
ing a  eofj  of  a  eonfidential  letter  which  Tandeveat» 
had  that  morning  written,  fVom  Kew  Tork,  to  Mr. 
CalhooD.  In  the  first  instance,  Hlx  stated  to  the 
committee  that  he  could  not  reocdlect  the  contents 
of  tbe  eonfidential  letter,  ikrther  than  that  it  in- 
formed Mr.  Calhoun  that  Mix  had  been  brought  to 
terniB^  and  would  consent  to  the  transEer  to  Goldl- 
lM>rongha 

Ho  afkerwards,  during  the  Mme  examlna^on, 

stated  that  it  contained  something  about  Taude- 
venter's  going  abroad  upon  a  for^n  mission.  A 
member  of  the  committee  perceiving  that  he  had  a 
paper  in  his  hand,  to  whlcn  he  occasionally  refer- 
red, asked  if  that  waa  a  copy  of  tbe  letter  in  ques- 
tion. He  said  that  It  was  not  a  correct  copy,  hot 
that  he  had  two  others  at  home,  one  of  which  was 
correct,  or  nearly  so.  On  being  requested  to  give 
up  the  paper  he  held  In  bis  hand,  he  refused,  stating 
that  it  was  too  ineoirect  to  be  exhibited  as  a  copy. 
The  next  day  he  produced  the  two  other  alleged 
cofueB,  together  with  tho  one  he  had  refused  to 
ve  up  the  day  before.  On  being  asked  which  of 
e  three  was  tbe  most  correct  copy,  he  said  he 
could  not  tell,  but  stated  that  tbey  were  all  coped 
from  the  orif^nal  while  It  was  In  his  possession.  Ho 
now  stated  that  be  lost  tbe  letter  In  tbe  Depart- 
ment of  War  five  or  six  months  or  a  year  before 
Mr.  Calhoun  left  It 

He  further  stated,  that  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  tbe  pres- 
ence of  General  Macomb  and  Ci^>tain  Smith,  of  tho 
Eiq^Beer  Cocpa,  took  the  bnndle  of  p^ers,  Isid 
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them  oa  his  table  before  him,  and  said  be  would 
Attend  to  them.  That  be  (Mix)  retired,  bot  re* 
torned,  in  from  fire  to  ten  minutes,  and  wrote  a 
note  to  Hr,  Calhpun  from  the  andience  room,  re- 
queeting  either  to  see  bim  or  have  bis  papers  retain- 
ed. That  the  bundle  was  preaeuted  to  him  by  the 
tnenenger,  and,  on  examining  it,  he  perceived  that 
tfae  )etter*itf  Ihe  Ist  of  AprU,  1881,  was  miaring; 
that  he  initeMiately  went  iiito  Mr.  Calhonn's  room 
and  stated  the  ftet  that  s  paper  was  Riiseiag,  upon 
wlucb  Mr.  Calboon  called  H^or  VandeTenter,  and 
asked  him  if  be  knew  any  thing  of  it.  U aior  Van- 
deTenter answered  promptly,  no ;  and  Hr,  Calboon, 
looking  sternly,  first  at  Vandeventcr,  and  then  at 
Hix,  Bud  he  knew  nothing  of  it 

Chi  ezamfadng  the  thrM  Goi^e*,  tb^  are  an  firand 
to  agree  tolerably  well  in  auhstanoe,  bot  diff^  both 
in  the  arrangement  and  construction  of  the  sen- 
tenceo,  and  in  the  words  used  to  express  the  same 
idea.  The  oomporition  is  erideotly  that  of  an  tt> 
literate  man,  who  does  not  nnderstand  the  rales  of 
grammatical  construction. 

Major  Tandercnter  denies,  UQeqalTocally,  that 
he  ever  wrote  such  a  letter  to  Hr.  Calhoun,  and  also 
Btates,  that  on  the  occadon  alluded  to  by  Uix,  when 
be  sutes  the  loss  of  the  letter  in  the  Department  of 
War,  be  had  nothing  further  to  do  with  the  bundle 
of  papers  than  to  take  them  from  Mr.  Calhoun's  ta- 
ble, in  compliance  with  his  order,  and  dclirer  them 
to  the  messenger  at  the  door,  to  be  handed  by  him 
to  Mr.  Mix.  He  also  states  that  the  bundle  ap- 
peared not  to  bava  been  opened  at  all ;  and  Cap- 
tuo  Smith  also  says  that  Hr.  Calboan  was  eng^ed 
in  ofGcial  buBiocss  with  him  during  the  whole  time 
the  papers  remained  there. 

The  committee  hare  no  hedtation  in  pronoundng 
these  alleged  copies  of  a  confidcnUal  letter  from 
Major  VandeTenter  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  be  gross 
fabrications,  and  that  the  whole  story  about  receiv- 
ing such  a  kttcr  from  Vanderenter,  and  lo^ng  it 
in  the  Department  of  War,  is  a  tissue  of  falsehood 
tbroughouL 

To  say  nothing  of  Klz's  character,  and  the  posi- 
tive denial  of  Vanderenter,  both  as  to  the  fact  of 
writing  such  a  letter,  and  as  to  the  fact  of  taking  It 
out  of  the  bundle  in  the  Department  of  War,  the 
story  is,  in  itself,  so  improbable,  and  contains  so 
many  Internal  eTideocet  of  imbrication,  that  the 
coipmittce  feel  bound  to  r^ecfe  the  p^>en  pcesented 
as  forgeries. 

It  appears  that  Major  Vanderenter  had  gone  to 
New  York  to  prcTuil  upon  Hix  to  conwnt  to  the 
transferto  Qoldsborongh,  and  had  succeeded  in  that 
object  by  personal  communication.  It  is  quite 
likely,  therefore,  that  be  used  all  ue  afguments  he 
could  suggest  in  tfae  eoorersations  he  bad  witb  Mix 
on  the  subject,  prerioas  to  obuining  his  consent ; 
and  it  is  particularly  to  be  presumed,  that,  if  be  had 
any  thing  confidential,  he  wguld  hare  communi- 
cated it  verbally,  and  not  in  writing. 

Mothing  can  be  more  un natural  and  impnabable 
upon  the  uce  of  it,  tlian  that  be  would  have  fomally 
reduced  to  writing,  and  sent  to  a  man  who  was  in 
the  some  city  with  him,  confidential  matter,  which 
he  must  hare  previously  stated  in  c6nversation,  if 
the  whole  be  not  a  fabrication.  In  addition  to  the 
improbability  of  the  story  itself,  the  papers  pre- 
sented as  copies  of  the  confidential  letter  hare  in- 
ternal evidences  of  their  having  been  fabricated  by 
Mix.  Ue  swears  that  they  were  all  taken  from  the 
original,  whilst  in  bis  poMMion.  UhehadmeKly 
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Uken  copies  from  the  original,  it  would  have  bm 
much  eaaier  to  take  a  true  copy  than  an  ineoimt 
one,  and  all  the  objects  of  copying  would  be  d^ 
feated  by  not  making  the  copy  anninte.  Kot,  it 
is  found  that  an  the  three  eopies,  token,  as  ben. 
from  the  same  original,  differ  from  each  othrr  in 
the  constraction,  compontion,  and  amngemrat  of 
the  sentences.  But  the  most  cODclaave  bidge  of 
fot^ry  stamped  upon  the  papcs*  theBsebei^  ii 
their  oompoation.  lliey  are  endently  coBpoied 
by  an  illiterate  man,  who  does  not  usdenta&d  ibs 
art  of  writing  good  English,  and  correspood,  is  x)£i 
respect,  with  the  general  character  of  Mix's  cm- 
position.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  lettcn  of  Ki- 
jor  Vandaventcr,  it  is  obrious  that  be  writei  cor- 
rectly and  grannnatieallj.  Moreover,  it  is  hifth 
improbable, In  the  natnre  of  things,  that  Mix  nmld 
have  taken  three  seporato  oopiea,  aoWsswe  nppvi 
he  bad  a  forenght  of  its  loss ;  and  even  if  that  W 
been  the  case  he  would  have  taken  one  correct  copr, 
instead  of  three  incorrect  ones.  The  story  rebcrt 
to  the  loss  of  the  original  is  equally  Improtoliie, 
and  is  accompanied  bv  palpable  contndkitkicL 
He  first  BUted  that  be  I'oet  it  prerions  to  tbe  lilk 
of  April,  1821;  and,  afterwards,  tltat  it  vulinw 
rix  months,  or  ayear,  before  Mr.  Calhona  lt& tbe 
Department  of  War.  That  be  aboold  have  left  lit 
papen  with  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  be  deliberatelj  cub- 
mcd,  and  retomed,  and  asked  for  them  in  At* oral 
minutes,  can  only  be  accounted  for  npoa  tbe  foppv- 
sitionUtat  his  otffeet,  from  tbe  beginaiD(,*uls 
give  a  pbaaMe  ftea  to  tlie  atorr  he  was  iortotiiis- 

The  whole  of  his  evidence  reiatlTe  to  this  letter, 
is  contradictory  and  suspicious.  Be  staled,  Id  ib« 
firat  instance,  that  one  of  the  co|deswas  oeirijcor 
rect,  but  that  the  one  he  then  bad  with  him»  n 
inaccurate  that  be  would  not  present  it.  Tht  aeit 
day,  when  ho  prodooed  all  three  of  tbe  copn.  Ix 
could  not  tell  winch  was  tbe  most  aecaiate,  or 
whether  the  mm  wUdi  be  bad  refbsed  terTeop, 
as  being  too  inaecnrate,  was  less  aoenrate  utaa  Aa 
rest.  Thotcopy,  in  ftet,  contains  all  that  the  oth- 
ers contain,  and  is  at  least  equally  as  full  ai  tbe?  ut. 

The  next  portion  of  the  testimony  of  Mix,  wbii^ 
the  committee  think  proper  to  notice  sepaiatelT,  ii 
the  letter  of  Major  Vondeventcr,  of  the  17lk  of  (k- 
tober,  1820,  which  he  produced  on  Useeeoad  ei- 
omination,  with  the  accompanying  testimony,  pna 
by  him,  as  to  the  execution  of  tbe  seeood  boad. 
Mi^or  VandeTenter  bad  stated  that  tbe  secoed  btad 
was  executed  a  short  time  aAer  tbe  fint,  to«i^ 
some  time  in  the  eariy  port  of  the  Fall  of  18IS. 

Mix  produced  this  letter  of  tbe  11th  of  Octobn, 
1820,  written  by  Vandeventer  to  him,atNew  Toii 
in  which  Hix  is  requested  to  attend  to  thtbe^ 
Seizing  upon  this  expreasion  in  VaBderarten 
ter,  to  pve  color  to  nls  story,  he  iwean  tfcst  tM 
bond  was  executed  in  New  York  about  the  dtU  oi 
the  letter,  and  that  the  reference  is  that  ktier  ns 
to  the  executing  of  the  bond.  After  repe«f«J 
swearing  to  this  fact,  in  answer  to  eamsl 
tions,  he  was  asked  if  be  distinctly  lecefccteJ  M 
have  signed  the  bond,  and  to  have  aeeatiie  wfiid 
sign  it  ut  the  latter  part  of  1820.  To  this  be 
swercd,  that  he  distinctiy  recoUected  ngai^  w 
bond,  but  not  in  the  ion  of  1820.  He  tbeosita^ 
ted,  that  the  second  bond  was  executed  a  riuvt  on* 
after  the  firrt.  Major  Vanderenter  slate^  ihtfut 
request  in  tfae  letter  of  tbe  17lh  Oeteber.  IK^ 
about  tbe  bond,  referred  to  tbe  proeoieMnt  oftte 
oertiflotto  of  the  Becorder,  as  to  ths  sdUcaey  « 
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the  atcoritiei ;  and  General  Swift  swean,  that  the 
Mcood  boad  waa  lodged  in  the  Engineer  Depart- 
mut  io  the  Fall  of  1818,  before  be  left  the  office  of 
CUef  EBgiBcer. 

It  H  erident,  therefore,  that  the  whole  of  Uz's 
tutiBCHif,  lelative  to  the  execution  <tf  the  Mcond 
twiid,  in  1820,  is  wantonlj  and  tnaUdonilj  Un,  and 
mtrnded  to  discretiit  TandeveDter. 

The  list  piece  of  the  testiinonj  of  Elijah  Mix, 
190Q  which  the  eonuaitteo  deem  It  necessary  to 
pimioiuwe  a  smrato  and  ipeci&e  oitelon,  la  As 
ktur  of  Hajor  VandeTenter,  of  the  third  of  An* 
fFut,  ISIB,  with  the  accompanying  explanations, 
nil  letter  was  produced  at  tho  close  of  bis  second 
euffliiutioo,  after  he  had  repeatedly  stated  that  he 
hi  DO  other  letters  of  Vanderenter  in  his  posses- 
lioa.  The  letter  was  mutilated  in  sereral  places 
\>j  cntiiBg  oat  words ;  and  as  these  muUlations 
Riuler  the  letter  nainteUigible  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  eommittat  foel  H  th^  doty  to  expreaa  their 
i^iakm,  both  aa  to  the  person  who  made  tbem,  and 
u  to  the  object  for  which  they  were  made.  They 
hne  no  bnitatioa  in  aaying  they  were  made  by 
Kii,  for  the  purptue  of  exciUng  suspicion  against 
Ur.  Calhoun,  and  that  he  is  not  to  be  credited  when 
he  itjt  that  it  was  done  by  Vanderenter.  That  the 
How  may  hare  the  neana  of  esUmatlng  the  char- 
Ktcr  of  ihii  witnesa,  the  conunittce  bare  thought 
it  eipMUent  to  state,  briefly  and  distinctly,  the  cir- 
<^<iiD^aitces  connected  with  this  part  of  his  testimo- 
nT.  Near  the  cloM  of  bis  last  examination,  be 
Tolniituily  stated  to  the  committee,  that,  mnce  bis 
Snteuimnation,  HaJor  Vanderenter  bad  come  to 
him,  tod  requested  to  know  whether  be  could  find 
the  letter  trf  tbe  Sd  of  August,  stating  that  be  de- 
wed pwmisnon  to  out  out  or  erase  certdn  words 
that  were  in  it;  that  he  fUtx)  found  the  letter  the 
Kit  daf,  and  carried  it  to  Vanderenter,  at  the 
DipjTtnient  of  War,  who  requested  him  not  to 
ffnk  about  it  there,  for  that  they  wero  watched,  and 
'(Kild  be  orerhcard,  and  proposed  to  go  to  tho 
home  of  Mix  that  night,  to  conrerse  wiui  him  on 
thtsabjeet;  that  Vanderenter  came  to  his  house, 
*"vrdnigly,  and  prevailed  upon  him,  by  importu- 
|utT,  to  permit  the  letter  to  be  mutilated,  and  that 
H»M  mntibted  accordin^y,  by  Vanderenter.  In 
*i>-*ver  to  repeated  questions,  seclilng  to  ascertain 
the  vordi  cut  out,  be  always  answered  that  he  did 
not luiow any  thing  of  them;  yet  stated  that  the 
*«di  eat  out,  in  two  aeparate  plaeea,  were,  he  be- 
>>«nd.  the  tame. 

H^or  Taaderenter,  on  being  recalled,  stated  that 


know  what  were  the  words  cut  oat.  The  commit- 
tee, therefore,  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  the 
mutilations  in  the  letter  were  made  by  Mix. 

This  contnot,  though  formed  on  the  S8th  of 
July,  1818,  between  Oeneial  J.  O.  Swift,  Chief  En- 
gineer, on  the  part  of  the  Utdted  States,  and  EUjah 
Mix,  for  himself  forthe  ddiveiy  of  <Hie  hundred  and 
fifty  thoosand  perches  of  stone,  at  the  Kip  Baps,  in 
Hampton  Roads,  was  soon  afterwards  dirided  into 
four  parts,  aa  will  be  shown  by  the  letters  of  Major 
Vanderenter,  bearing  date  the  fld  and  Tth  of  Au- 
gust, 1818,  tn  the  manner  fbllowtng :  One^burth  part 
to  Mix,  oiie>fi)urtb  part  to  Vanderenter,  one'jburth 
part  to  Jenidngs,  and  one-fourth  part  to  a  pereoa 
whose  name  was  to  be  kept  secret. 

The  only  ex[danatlon  on  this  part  of  the  subject, 
which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  gire, 
is  that  they  beliered  the  erasures  and 'excisions  hi 
the  letters  of  the  8d  of  August,  1818,  and  the  17th 
of  October,  18S0,  contained  the  words  of  "  the  Gen- 
eral"  or  "  General  Swift,"  as,  at  the  time  of  writing 
them,  IC^or  Vanderenter  beliered  General  Sirift 
was  eonoeraed  In  the  contract ;  which  impres^n 
he  now  swears  was  made  by  the  representations  of 
Mix,  and  was  retained,  until  pending  tbe  inreatiga- 
tion  in  1822,  when  tbe  General  made  oath  that  he 
nerer  had  been  interested  in  that  contract.  Mr. 
Jennings  also  swears,  that  he  vas  bifbrmed  by  Mix 
that  (ten.  Swift  was  interested  In  his  contract. 
Mix  also  admlU  that  he  might  hare  told  Vanderen- 
ter so. 

Immediately  after  this  contract  was  closed,  a  bond 
was  giren  for  the  fulfilment  of  its  conditions,  in  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  dated  the  6tb  of 
August,  1816,  and  dgned  by  Elijah  Mix,  Georgo 
Cooper,  Samuel  Cooper,  and  James  Oakley.  Sealed 
and  delivered  in  presenee  of  Jc4id  Martin  and  Simon 
Uitlyer. 

To  which  is  attached  the  foUowing  certlfloate  of 

the  Recorder  of  New  York : 

"  The  aureties  baring  been  by  roe  duly  sworn,  I 
do  hereby  approve  of  them  as  good  and  sufficient. 

"New  Yoax,fith  Aug.  1818.        B.  RIKER." 

TTpon  thh  bond's  being  reeetred  at  the  Engineer 
Department,  an  adrance  of  (10,000  upon  the  con- 
tract was  made  to  Mix,  by  a  draft  upon  tbe  branch 
Bank  of  the  V.  States  at  New  Tork.     After  this 
\  period,  it  was  discoTcrcd  that  there  were  two  errors 
I  in  the  bond ;  first,  UiM  it  was  for  the  dellrcry  of 
I  one  hnn^vd  thousand  perch  of  stone,  htsteed  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  ihonsand,  which  tbe  contract 


It;  that  Mix  nerer  had  been  to  see  him  at  the 
I'nonmeot  of  War  rfnce  bis  first  examination. 

iDdependently  of  tbe  established  infamy  of  Mix's 
thiiioer,  and  tbe  postire  denial  of  Major  Vonde- 


ht  bid  nerer  seen  the  letter  in  question  nnce  be  1  called  for ;  next,  that  the  name  of  George  Cooper 

««.  t..       %t,  ..  ...  »agpi«ed  in  the  bond  as  one  of  the  contractors, 

when  Mix  alone  was  tbe  contractor. 

Some  time  after  the  date  of  this  bond,  it  was  can- 
celled, and  one  formed  to  suit  the  proridons  of  the 
voter,  this  story  has  all  tbe  characteristics  of  a  fiib-  I  contract.  In  all  particulars,  and  «aa  forwarded  to  the 
neuioo.  Nothbg  fa  more  improbaUe,  than  that  i  Engineer  Department,  vhieh  second  bond  was  dated 
ujorVandetenler  should  hare  plaoed  Mnuelf  com-  the  5th  of  Augnst,  1818,  the  same  day  on  which  tho 
in  the  power  of  an  enemy,  who  was  U^ng  first  was  dated.  At  what  precise  period  this  bond 
'v^fj  effbrt  to  destroy  bis  character ;  and,  if  be  bad  '  was  received'  at  tbe  Engineer  Department;  is  not 
t*«  dooe  BO,  he  would  rather  hare  obtained  pos- .  known,  but,  if  the  testimony  of  General  Swift  and 
|*w>a  of  the  letter,  and  destrored  it,  than  hare  left  Major  Vanderenter  is  correct,  ft  must  hare  been 
n  n  the  hands  ofhis  enemy,jn^  so  £ir  moUkted  as  cariy  in  the  Fall  of  1818. 

to  e^  suqiidon,  and  no  fortber.  For  it  Is  to  be  llie  sum  of  $10,000  was  drawn  ftm  the  treai> 
'""I'Kd,  that  the  word  **  the "  is  artfhlly  left  im-  ury,  it  Is  supposed,  upon  a  verbal  requisition,  as 
"^^iy  prece^og  two  or  three  of  tbe  excisions,  |  there  is  nothing  written  ttpon  tbe  luttfect.  This, 
the  rtew,  no  doubt,  of  making  the  impression  however,  previous  to  the  date  of  this  transaction, 

was  sometimes  the  case,  as  appears  from  the  tC3ti- 
Bumy  of  QvierBl  Swlft^  and  from  the  communkar 


i"-'-"  ^iKw,  no  aooot,  01  maaing  me  impression 
t»ttihevord»gecretary''existed1n  the  space  cot 
;  ihoi^  Mu  repeated^  nld  that  he  cBd  not 
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tioa  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Deptrtment  of  War  to 
the  committee,  dated  the  10th  dajr  of  f  ebniazy, 
1827. 

The  committee  think  it  further  necessary  to  state 
that  the  certificate  of  the  Recorder  of  New  York, 
which  was  attached  to  the  first  or  the  cancelled  bond, 
is  not  attached  to  the  second  or  new  bond,  but  that, 
wlien  a  copy  of  this  bond  was  sent  to  a  ootninittee 
of  the  House,  in  the  year  18S2,  the  copy  of  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  old  was  attached  to  the  new  bond, 
and  certified  by  an  officer  to  be  a  true  copy.  The 
manner  In  which  this  irregularity  happened,  b  ac- 
counted for  in  the  testimony  of  Captain  Smith.  It 
does  not  appear,  in  any  part  of  this  inquiry,  that 
the  United  States  sustained  any  Iqjury,  although 
tiiere  were  some  irregularities. 

After  taking  all  the  testimony  which  could  be  had, 
calculuted  (•  throw  light  on  the  sulyect,  the  com- 
mittee feel  it  tbeir  duty  to  state  to  die  House,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  evidence  warranting  a  belief, or 
that  tends  to  induce  even  the  slightest  suspicion,  thut 
llr.  Calhoun  was,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  con- 
cerned in  any  contract  made  with  the  Department 
of  War,  whilst  he  was  secretary  of  that  department, 
or  that  he  participated  in  the  profits  of  any  such 
contract,  or  that  he  cOnniTed  at  any  such  partici- 
pation in  any  of  his  sabordliute  officers ;  and  that, 
in  their  opinion,  there  are  no  grounds  for  any  fur> 
ther  [wooeedings. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Fmtd,  the  tbore  paper 
w&s  then  ordered  to  lie  oq  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Saunders,  of  North  Carolina,  moved 
that  the  paper  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the 
committee,  as  contaiaing  the  protest  of  Hr. 
McpDFFiE,  on  tho  belialf  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
against  certain  acts  of  tho  committee,  be  now 
read. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order,  aa  the  report  and  documents  had 
juat  been  laid  upon  the  table  by  tho  Hoiues,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  motion,  however, 
mi^t  be  received  by  leave  of  the  House. 

Tb»  qoesdon  being  put,  leave  was  granted 
for  the  motion ;  and 

Ur.  Sattnderb  renewed  his  motion. 

Ur.  Wbigiit  opposed  tiie  reading  of  this 
document,  unless  the  other  documents  accom- 
panying the  report  were  read  also.  If  this 
were  read,  lie  should  call  for  tho  reading  of  all 
the  rest 

Ur.  Saundsbs  replied,  that,  shoold  the  gen- 
tleman do  so,  it  would  be  for  the  House  to 
aay  whether  hia  call  shoold  be  complied  with. 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  reading  the 
.docQDient,  embraced  by  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sadkdbbs,  and  negatived — ayes  V8,  nays  81. 

Ur.  Fosarm  asked  leave  to  present  a  peti- 
tion whi<^  had  reference  to  the.snlject  now 
before  the  Hoose. 

Leave  being  granted,  Ur.  F.  then  preanited 
the  following  commtmicatton: 

A  (A*  Sptakir  of  At  Bnm  ef  AprMnriMwn  pf  the 
United  SiiUt. 

WAsmMOTOK,  Feb.  18, 1827. 
Sr:  I  cannot  bat  express  my  regret,  that  the  Se- 
lect Committee  of  the  Honie  ef  BepreaenuUveSi 


appointed  on  the  Vice  PfctfdeDt'a  letter  of  tlw  S9ik 
of  December  last,  have  not  aecotnpanled  tbdr  rvpod 
to  the  House  by  a  commonicalioa  itf  i^m,  a  ike 
1st  instant,  eiplanatory  of  transaeti«BW,  u  &r  u  I 
am  concerned,  in  connection  with  the  sadtject  of  in- 
vestigation. Deeming  tbiscommuOieatiiHiuunS' 
sory  for  that  purpose,  I  herewith  timDsmit  it,  vitk 
its  accompanying  docamenta,  and  pray  that  it  vaj 
be  receired  by  the  Honse,  and  plaoed  aiDong  ibt 
papers  presented  by  the  CMBOdtte^  comtected  nib 
this  iuTestigation. 

I  have  tm;  Jionor  to  be,  with  perfect  rwpcrt.  too 
most  oiieiUenk  servant,       C.  v  ANDEVKNTEL 

The  petition  was  read. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  Eud  that,  in  presentiiiK  tbb 
petition,  be  did  not  intend  to  give  any  EtBl«- 
ment  of  hja  own  sentiments  in  relation  lothe 
petitioner.  He  knew  nothing  about  the  Mti- 
mony  to  which  it  referred,  whether  of  u  m- 
culpatory  or  of  an  ezcnlpatory  character.  In 
presenting  it,  he  would  only  do  to  this  perwis 
an  act  of  jostice  which  he  wonld  be  wiUic;  to 
perform  in  all  similar  cases.  He  concludtd  tij 
observations,  by  moving  that  the  pctitloD  ^<.d 
accompanying  docnments  he  lud  upon  the 
table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Bkent  asked  fOt  a  division  of  the  dd- 
tion,  and  that  the  question  be  first  tabes  oo 
laying  the  petition  on  the  taUe. 

The  question  was  so  divided  aooxdiiipj. 
and  the  House  ordered  the  petitim  to  be  w 
on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recarred  on  prinUui  the 
petition  and  document ;  and  on  this  qimtion  s 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Wbiobt,  F(» 
&TTII,  BAKnxTT,  Clabkb,  Stohbs^  Hasoltox. 
Weeics,  Iivnramcoir,  Flotd,  and  Bbst  toot: 
part. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  printiu  tbe 
memorial  of  Mr.  Vandeventer,  with  tbe  do«i- 
menta  accompanying  it,  and  de<»dedintheii^ 
ative,  without  a  count. 

Commercial  IiUerc&urm  with  S«eia. 

Tho  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TowiWA 
went  Into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Baktlett  in  the  chui,  oa 
the  bill  to  exempt  Swedish  and  Norw^an  rer 
sels  and  cargoes  from  discriminatiiig  dotiei. 

The  bill  was  read  by  sections. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  said  he  ^ould  Iw  glad  to  bxi* 
why  any  l^islatton  in  this  case  was  necfSiW?- 
farther  than  to  retam  tbe  duties  that  btd  ^ 
ready  been  paid  rinoe  the  ez;^ntioB  of  tw 
treaty.  The  aetof  1884  phwedBwediA w»» 
on  the  same  footing  with  onr  own,  affJ  « 
contd  not  see  what  more  was  necessary. 

Mr.  ToMLiNsos  (Chairman  of  the  Cwffii"*- 
teo  of  Commerce)  said  that  the  cominittw  W 
considered  this  case  as  not  coming  within  '» 
express  provisions  of  the  act  of  1824,  and  '^'^ 
the  necessity  for  legislation.  The  treaty  witfl 
Sweden  had  expired  in  September  lart,  w^*" 
its  expiration,  tbe  discriniinating  duties  ^ 
pended  by  it  revived  of  course.  "Riey  had  be* 
abolished  by  the  treaty,  boL  when  that  Wf! 
expired,  the  Qovemment  of  Swedo,  thwj* 
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its  Chirg^  des  ASUres  here,  had  informed  this 
GoTemment  that  Sweden  vould  continne  to 
observe  «&  the  provisions  of  the  former  treatjr 
till  I  nev  tnastj  could  be  formed.  The  act  m 
1834  wu  prospective  ;  but  this  case  did  not 
bll  strictlr  iritbin  its  terms.  Hence,  the  snb- 
Mt  bsd  I>een  referred  by  the  Presidmt  of  tiie 
iTtiuA  States  to  the  consideration  of  Cracresa, 
under  the  bdie^  it  is  presumed,  ttiot  kgiaution 
TM  necesMTf.  The  stipulations  of  the  treatj 
eiteDiled  to  the  colony  of  St.  Bartholomews, 
lad  provided  that  there  should  be  a  reciprocity 
Hid  ei]iial^  of  duties  between  vessels  owned 
Dot  only  by  citizens  of  the  mother  country,  but 
iio  by  the  naturalized  inhabitants  of  that  col- 
o:];of  Sweden,  It  was  doubted  whether  the  act 
of  1^  embraced  this  cose.  In  our  existing 
rektioiu  with  another  Government,  in  respect 
to  Ute  coloDial  trade,  it  was  important  that  this 
poiDt  ehoold  be  put  beyond  donbt,  and  that 
Svediih  veasds  from  the  island  of  St.  Barts 
Aonld  be  admitted  into  the  TTnited  States  five 
from  fiserimiiuting  duties,  in  order  to  secure 
to  our  veasela  a  like  privile^  in  that  island. 
As  Congreat  was  in  session,  it  was,  by  the  com- 
mittee, deemed  expedient  that  the  suspending 
(^the  bw  should  bo  the  act  of  Congress,  rather 
tko  the  act  of  the  EzecutiTe. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said  he  was  entirely  satlified  by 
the  eipluiation  of  the  gentleman  from  Gonnec- 
ticst,  and  he  wonld  now  offer  an  amendment, 
in  the  form  cf  a  new  section,  to  the  bill. 

"See.8.^W  6«  it  yWfAer  maete^  Thai M  mndi 
«f  ^  Mt  eoDceniing  nar)gatiOD,-aiid  of  the  acta 
iapowig  duties  of  tonnage  or  impost  on  veasela,  and 
nidn  imported  in  reaaeb  into  the  United  Statea, 
u  ire  cootrary  to  the  provisiooa  of  the  treaty  be- 
tvKD  the  United  Statea  and  the  kingdom  of  Den- 
uric,  the  ntificationa  whereof  were  exchanged  on 
loth  day  of  August,  1826,  ahaQ  be,  from  and 
iJUr  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  said  couvea- 
tion,  and  during  the  continuance  tliereo^  deemed 
■nd  takw  to  be  of  no  fbrea  or  efltet." 

The  President  of  the  United  States  had  sent 
to  the  House  two  other  treaties,  one  with  Den- 
Burk,  lod  the  other  with  the  Republic  of  Oen- 
tnl  America.  These  treaties  sttpnlate  for  an 
■HeratioD  hi  the  Narigation  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  laws  of  Tonnage  and  Imposts.  He 
did  not  see  that  the  Committee  of  Oommeroe 
ptnented  to  the  House  any  proposition  Xor 
u  act  of  legislation  on  this  subject,  and  yet 
'>cth  of  these  treaties  were  now  In  a  course  of 
eiecntion.  The  Navigation  Law  of  the  country 
waa  openly  disregarded,  as  well  astiie  laws  im- 
discriminiding  duties.  Kow,  accor^ng 
to  &  solemn  decinon  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
■wtatiTes,  the  power  to  suspend  these  laws 
not  belong  to  the  President  of  the  United 
HXa.  He  cannot  alter  the  commercial  laws 
«  the  country,  imposing  dutiea  and  imposts, 
'"rnnX  the  consent  of  ^ia  Honse.  This  mat- 
^  hsd  long  Btnee  been  solemnly  aigaed,  and 
de&nitivdy  aettled.  If  the  amendment  whidi 
■ManrlMaa  oOred  should  be  adapted  hf 


the  Honse,  he  would  then  offer  another,  for 
the  execution  of  the  other  treaty. 

The  question  was  now  talcen  on  Hr.  Fox- 
bttb's  amendment,  and  it  was  n^atived  by  i 
lanra  m^iori^. 

The  bUl  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

WEDsasDAT,  February  14. 
Omural  Appropriatim^  Sill — Thenioya  Mi$- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  ef  the  Whole,  Ur.  Lathrop  yi  the 
chur,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
tho  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1837. 

The  question  arinng  on  agreeing  to  the  item 

3ipropriating  9,000  dollars  for  en  outfit  for  a 
inister  to  succeed  Ur.  Anderstnt,  at  the  Con* 
gress  of  Tacnbaya — 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  asked  the  <^iirman  to  pnt  tSia 
question  on  filling  the  blank  in  the  danse  Just 
read,  with  $9,000.  By  a  docnment  lying  on 
the  tables,  it  appeared  that  there  was  an  unez< 
pended  balance  of  81,000  dollars  of  the  appro- 
priaUon  of  the  last  year  of  60,000  dollars.  .Hr. 
F.  supposed  an  outfit  had  been  paid  to  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, and  one  to  Ur.  Anderson.  The  pro- 
posed outfit  is  for  Mr,  Poinsett,  our  Minister  at 
Mexico.  The  fact  that  this  gentleman  had  been 
selected  for  this  mission,  had  been  stated  in 
the  public  papers.  We  have  Just  appropriated 
the  sum  for  his  salary  as  Minister  to  Mexico, 
where  he  is  to  remain  Minister.  If  this  al- 
lowanoe  of  a  ftiU  ontfit  ia  to  be  made,  there  is 
a  sttfBeient  sum  at  the  disnetlon  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  its  p^ment  The  unexpended  balance 
is  chai^eable  with  9,000  dollars,  the  sslary  of 
Ur.  Sei^eant,  2,000  dollars  salary  of  Secretary 
of  Legation,  add  9,000  for  an  outfit  to  Ur. 
Poinsett,  and  there  is  still  a  balance  of  11,000 
dollars  of  the  sum  originally  appropriated.  It 
being  apparent  that  a  further  appropriation  of 
money  was  unnecessar?,  Ur.  F.  was  at  a  loss  to 
understand  the  reason  of  the  insertion  of  this 
item  in  the  appropriation  bill.  It  might  be 
intended  to  procure  an  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  Congress  on  the  amount  of  the  ontfit  to 
be  allowed,  or  on  the  policy  of  the  transfer  of 
oorlCniBters  from  Panama  to  Tacubi^a.  It 
either  object  was  contemplated,  Ur.  F.  was  un- 
willing to  l^islate  to  aflbrd  pietext  for  a  con- 
oltisitm,  however  erroneons,  tut  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people  were  satisfied  with  the 
course  pursued. 

Of  the  amount  of  outfit,  the  Preddent,  by 
the  act  of  1810,  was  authorized  to  determine^ 
He  would  leave  him  to  exercise  this  power  on 
his  own  responsibility.  That  act  permits  a 
yearns  salary  to  be  given  as  an  outfit— does  not 
require  it  to  be  given ;  the  President  may  give 
as  much  less  as  he  chooses — he  cannot  give 
more.  In  the  present  case,  Ur.  F.  did  not 
think  that  a  fbll  allowaaee  was  Justifiable. 
Taoubaya  la  within  two  leagnes  (six  miles)  of 
Mexioo,  where  the  Minister  residee.  The  trav- 
elling thither,  and  tamporary  short  leaidttioes, 
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as  oircnmstances  might  require,  conld  not  be 
attended  with  serious  inconveaiences  or  great 
expense.  He  would  be  unwilling,  therefore, 
to  do  saj  thing  by  which  the  pnblic  should  be 
led  to  believe  that  we  thought  the  appropria- 
tion proper.  Tet,  if  the  lYeaident,  on  his  re- 
sponsibility, allowed  a  fall  outfit,  Kr.  F.  cer- 
tainly would  not  make  it  hereafter  a  subject  of 
complaint. 

Mr.  WioEZJFn  said  that  the  explanation  fiir- 
niabed  bjr  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  Qlr. 
Cook,)  had  not  aatisfled  his  mind  tliat  it  was 
necessary  or  expedient  to  malte  this  appropria- 
tion of  9,000  dollars,  for  an  ontfit  to  Mr.  Foin- 
Bett,  who  is  associated  with  Kr.  Sergeant  in 
this  new  mission  at  Tacnbaya. 

first,  it  is  not  neceasary  to  appropriate  the 
money,  because  there  is  yet  left  unexpended 
enongh  of  the  40,000  dollars  appropriated  at 
the  last  session  of  Congresa,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Panama  mission.  If  you  will  al- 
low to  Mr.  Sergeant  his  whole  year's  salary  of 
|9,000  aud  outfit  |9,000,  equal  to  $18,000;  to 
Hr.  Anderson  his  outfit,  $9,000 ;  to  the  Secre-  : 
tar>  of  Legation,  $2,000>-in  all,  $20,000 ;  there  ; 
yet  remains  the  sum  of  11,000  dollars,  saUeet 
to  tiie  dinwsition  of  the  Kresident  of  the  TTmted 
States.  Surely  Urn  sum  oo^t  to  be  saflSaent 
to  pay  the  contingent  expenses  <tf  onr  lOnis- 
ters,  and  Ur.  Foinsetf  s  extraordinary  expenses 
for  the  temporary  change  which  he  may  find 
it  necessary  to  make  during  the  session  of  this 
congress  of  nations. 

l^e  gentleman  from  Illinois  tells  ns,  that  the 
balance  of  the  appropriation  of  40,000  dollars, 
made  at  the  last  session,  will  be  required  to  pay 
Mr.  Poinsett^s  salary  as  Kmister  associated 
with  Mr.  Sergeant  in  this  new  mission.  This 
certainly  is  not  correct.  By  the  previous  sec- 
tion in  this  bill,  we  have  u}propriated  9,000 
dollars  for  the  salary  of  a  Minister  at  Mexico, 
vho  ia  Mr.  Poinsett.  Does  the  gentleman 
oontemidate  the  payment  of  a  donole  salary 
and  an  ontfit  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  equal  to  27,000 
dollars  per  annum?  or  does  he  intend  the 
House  to  understand  that  the  President  will 
send  a  new  Minister  to  Mexico  ?  'When  Mr. 
Anderson  was  apptointed  to  the  Congress  at 
Panama,  he  was  still  r^arded  as  the  Minister 
to  Colombia. 

But  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  I  am,  in  the 
second  place,  agiunst  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing this  outfit  of  $9,000.  Mr.  Poinsett  has  been 
required  to  represent,  together  with  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, this  nation,  in  the  Congress  of  Tacubaya, 
a  distance  from  his  present  residence  of  nine 
miles,  and  you  propose  to  give  him,  by  this 
biU,  9,000  dollars  besides  his  salair  of  9,000 
dollars,  for  the  tronble,  expense,  and  inconven- 
ience he  may  be  subject^  to,  by  a  travel  of 
nine  miles ;  and  this  is  done  nnder  the  name  of 
an  outfit.  So  far  as  the  Minister  of  Mexico 
shall  be  subject  to  any  extraordinary  expense, 
I  am  willing  that  a  suracient  sum  be  apinvpri- 
atcd  to  meet  that  expense,  if  the  11,000  dollars 
be  not  though  equal  to  that  olgeot. 


p'onijn,  isr. 

Mr.  FoBSTTR  admitted  that  he  had  erred  ia 
stating  the  amount  of  last  yearns  appropriatioi:; 
it  was  $40,000,  and  not  ^0,000,  as  bos  beta 
supposed.  This  did  not,  however,  affect 
argument,  whidi  was  founded,  not  on  the  sum 
appropriated,  but  on  the  unexpended  balance 
of  $81,000.  According  to  his  first  estimate 
there  was  a  balance  of  $11,000,  after  allowinir 
Aill  outfit  to  Mr.  Poinsett;  as  Mr.  Sergeani's 
outfit,  and  Mr.  Anderson's,  were  yet  to  m  paid, 
the  Bnndus  would  be  $2,000,  instead  at  $11,- 
000.  The  exact  balance  could  be  ascertained, 
without  an  examination  of  the  det^  o(  the 
estimate  from  the  Department  of  State,  or  the 
calculations  of  the  Committee  6{  Vays  mil 
Means.  Mr.  F.  would  be  to  see  thcta. 
By  way  of  retort  on  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois who  had  set  him  right  about  the  $40,OC'0, 
he  would  correct  an  error  of  that  gentlemsn. 
affecting  the  result  of  his  own  calculatioc  Hd 
had  charged  the  appropriation  of  the  last  jej" 
with  an  outfit  for  a  Secretary  of  Legatiun— 
Secretaries  of  Legations  receive  no  outfits. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  hod  been  asked,  if  it  could 
intended  to  question  the  right  of  tbe  heir>  <•{ 
Mr.  Anderson  to  the  amount  of  an  ontfiL  C&- 
toinly  not.  His  representatives  are  entitled  to 
it.  if  not  piud,  it  most  be  paid.  That  estiiu- 
hle  man  performed  aloug  and  dangerana  jour- 
ney :  painful,  toilsome,  and  expenu%'e.  n«  fcS 
a  victim  to  the  common  disease  of  the  dims:* 
into  which  he  was  sent  to  perform  puUtc  str- 
vioe.  Surely  these  circumstances  give  a  rkL-n 
to  pecuniary  rewords,  as  great  as  any  wbi'li 
could  be  argued  in  favor  of  his  nominal  %•**•• 
eiato  in  the  miraion — ^wbo  had  remained  amc- 
in^  himself  in  Philadelphia  in  attending  to  liis 
pnvate  concerns — who  remained  at  home  while  , 
■the  Congress  of  Panama  was  in  session,  and 
was  gone  to  look  for  it  when  it  is  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Cook  repeated  the  statemmt  he  had 
made  when  last  op.  The  appropriation  graft- 
ed at  the  last  Congress,  was  $40,000.  Of  tUi 
sum,  86,000  dollars  was  reqmred  for  tmifi 
and  salary  for  one  year ;  2,000  dollars  for  Sy- 
retary,  and  2,000  for  contingradea,  absorbid 
that  sum.  The  Minister  appointed  had  m-v 
gone  to  his  post.  He  was  entitled  to  $9.i^^ 
outfit,  and  to  his  salary ;  at  the  end  of  the  vkj 
$9,000  more.  The  Minister  at  Cf^tHnbis  was 
to  receive  $9,000,  and  his  Secretary  $2.it"i; 
this  made  29,000  dollars.  Tbe  heirs  of  Mr.  .\a- 
derson  were  entitled  to  receive  his  solar;  cp 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  Another  Minister  ap- 
pointed to  sncceed  him  was  entitied  to  hi«  sal- 
ary of  $9,000.  This  absorbed  the  whole  soi 
already  appropriated.  The  question  now 
whether  our  Minister  at  Mexico  should  luTe  i 
an  ontfit  on  going  to  a  new  mission  at  Tarn- 
baya,  Tbe  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  ami  t:< 
gentieman  from  Georfpa,  seemed  to  procetd  <*3 
the  supposition  that  an  ontfit  was  to  be  aJ-  , 
lowed  much  in  the  same  manner  with  niil««c^-  : 
So  many  miles  travel,  so  much  outfit ;  bat  lit  j 
Government  did  not  proceed  on  this  priucii>> 
— they  wished  the  diplomatio  serrioea  ahoaU 
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at  cheap  a  rate  as  comported 
1  the  req>eet  doe  to  a  pablio  repreaentatiTe 
ofthenatKKi.  In  Beearing  to  mch  arepreBont* 
■dn  the  means  of  iweving  with  respeota- 
bifit^,  titer  consulted  the  nation's  honor ;  and 
to  sensibte  was  the  genUeraan  firom  Georgia  of 
the  propriety  of  this  principle^  that  he  hM,  at 
the  list  session,  avowed  it  as  his  (^^idcoi,  that 
the  salaries  allowed  hj  tlus  GoTemment  to  their 
IGsistera  abroad,  were  insoffident,  wid  onght 
tobeioereased.  Theobjectof  granting  an  ont- 
St  was  to  enable  a  pnblio  person,  who  repre- 
Kiii«d  the  character  and  honor  of  his  coantiy 
It  tbe  court  of  a  foreign  nation,  to  appear  there 
ia  I  Niitable  manner ;  and  to  do  this,  it  was 
indispensable  that  he  shonld  oooform,  in  some 
d^ree,  to  the  ideas  and  habits  which  there 
pTfTiiled.  Those  who  had  had  experience  on 
^  saljeet,  would  be  disposed  rauier  to  way 
tlttt  9,000  dcdlara  was  too  Utile  than  too  mach 
IbrtUspaipose.  In  the  wesent  instance,  our 
Kniittt  St  Afoxioo  wonld  have  to  go  into  a 
TOdereeas  oonntry,  where  no  oonTenieoces  or 
tecommodations  coold  be  prooured,  bnt  at  great 
upense.  ^en  there,  he  was  to  meet  Uie 
ret^eseatatives  of  the  United  Sovereignties  of 
the  soDtbem  hemisphere.  Under  circamstan- 
ces  tike  these,  did  gentlemen  wish  that  Uie 
Ifinister  of  the  United  States  should  be  placed 
on  a  bambler  footing  than  thoae  with  whom 
be  was  to  sssooiate  f  If  they  did,  he  oonld  as- 
them,  and  so  ooidd  any  one  who  was  ac- 
quinted  with  the  Iii^-toned  feelings  and  lofty 
cbaneter  of  our  Minister  at  Hexwo,  that  he 
vonld  never  consent  to  degrade  his  eountiy  in 
ej-es  of  all  the  nations  of  Uie  South.  Was 
this  Hoose  prepared  to  say  that  he  ^onld  p re- 
tent  himsell  before  that  Oongreas  without  the 
n»uu  of  appearing  respect^Ie?  He  asked, 
e^UQy,  tne  personal  mends  of  Kr.  Poinsett, 
whether  they  would  consent  to  this  I  If  they 
Were  willing  to  send  him  penniless  on  such  an 
w  withont  enough  scarce  to  pay  for  his 
board  tod  lodging,  let  them  reftise  to  grant  the 
•PprcTMiation. 

Mr.  UcCoT  went  into  a  calculation  to  show 
uat  there  must  be  a  balance  of  $11,000  still 
Kmaiiuiig,  out  of  the  $40,000  appropriated  for 
ftepuiama  HknoUf  at  the  last  session.  But 
*betber  or  no^  he  ooold  see  no  great  propriety 
u  lUowing  an  ontfit  of  9,000  doUars  for  travel- 
^  tbe  dutanoe  of  only  nine  miles,  to  attend 
"a  nev  court."  For  liis  part,  he  never  before 
andenrtood  that  Uiere  was  to  bo  any  "new 
at  Tacnbaya,  or  that  traveling  nine 
tmlM  from  the  City  of  Mexico,  wonld  hrug  the 
traveller  into  "  a  new  country." 

Mr.  botuH  said,  if  there  be  any  one  point 
w  wiiich  we  have  a  right  to  demand  of  the 
Utamittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  give  us  mi- 
oiOe,  accurate,  and  certain  information,  it  is  in 
mitters  which  depend  on  calculation ; 
*^  I  do  think,  said  he,  tney  are  bound  to  sat- 
wf  the  House,  before  they  ean  expect  support, 
jw  tbur  caleolations  are  correct ;  they  have 
oKQ  eallad  upon  ag^  and  again  to  ftuiush  the 


items  of  ezpenditnie  charged  on  the  ftmd  of 
$40,000  approiniated  last  year,  and  yet  no 
member  seems  to  understand  nam  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  what  those  items 
are;  the  calonlatiott  must  oertdnly  be  very 
simple,  not  involving  the  slightest  difficulty, 
and  yet  it  is  not  given.  We  appropriated  last 
year  40,000  doUan— out  <tf  this  the  fiidlowing 
items  are  to  he  paid : 

Mr.  Sergeant's  sslsiy  and  ootflt,  -  $18,000 
Kr.  Anderson's  outfit,  -  -  -  9,000 
Seeretary's  salary,  ....  {,000 
CoDtlngwidea,         ....  a,000 


Wluch  leaves  a  balasoe  of 


$31,000 
9,000 

$40,000 


We  have  been  told  fhat  Mr.  Andersm'a  sal- 
ary as  Minister  to  Colombia  ia  ohaigeaUe  mi 
this  fond,  bnt  we  find  that  provided  for  in  the 
general  q>propriation  bilL 

If,  as  it  would  seem,  the  President  has  at  his 
disposal  an  unex[>ended  balance  of  9,000  dol- 
lars of  the  appropriations  of  the  hist  year,  why 
is  it  necessary  to  ^ve  an  additional  sum.  Ws 
onght  not  to  put  at  the  discretion  of  any  offi- 
cer a  larger  sum  than  the  public  services  re- 
quire ;  ai^  if  we  look  back  mto  the  history  of 
allowances  for  public  Ministers,  we  shall  find 
some  of  a  very  extraordinary  character,  which 
will  furnish  good  cause  for  scrutinizing  these 
^propriations  hereafter,  and  ^nfining  them  to 
specific  objects.  The  law  fixing  tbe  oorapensa- 
tion  of  pablio  Ministers  declares  that  the  salary 
shall  be  9,000  dollars  a  year,  and  that  the 
ontfit  shall  not  exceed  one  year's  salary,  which 
shall  be  "  as  a  oompensation  for  all  his  personal 
services  and  expenses the  outfit  is  ^aced  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President,  and  it  has  sev- 
eral Umes  happened  tliat  when  a  Minister  was 
sent  on  a  special  mission,  the  President  had 
agreed  to  allow  him  his  personal  expenses,  not 
to  exceed  an  outfit ;  but  in  no  case  that  haa 
come  under  my  notice,  has  an  outfit  been  al- 
lowed, and  personal  expenses  in  addition,  un- 
til Hie  Ghent  Mission.  There  is  a  class  of  ex- 
penses, called  contingencies,  of  foreign  mis- 
sions, which  is  always  allowed  under  appro- 
priations for  that  purpose;  these  are  for  mes- 
sengers to  carry  despatches^  stationery,  postage, 
newspapers,  &c.,  to  which  has  latterly  been 
added,  office  rent ;  but,  aa  the  law  gives  the 
salary  and  ontfit  in  full  "  compensation  for  all 
personal  services  and  expenses,"  it  must  be  a 
strained  construction  of  it  that  would  ad- 
mit all  the  personal  expenses  of  a  Minister  to 
be  paid  under  the  head  of  contingencies,  after 
he  had  been  allowed  a  full  outfit  and  salary. 

Mr.  Cook  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  thought  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  not  done  their  duty,  aud 
had  omitted  to  give  that  ^artlonlar  information 
whidi  the  House  had  a  ngfat  to  demand.  He 
denied  the  charge.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
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and  Means  had  done  its  dat^.  It  had  made  a 
particnlar  statement,  and  it  had  stated  the 
troth.  The  gentleman  and  his  friends  had  the 

error  on  their  ovn  side  of  the  House.  Thej. 
all  went  on  the  supposition  that  the  salary  of 
Jlr,  Anderson  was  paid  out  of  the  last  year's 
appropriation ;  and  that  the  salary  of  hia  snc- 
«essor  might  be  nsed  to  pay  the  present  outfit 
The  proand  the  committee  went  on  was,  that 
money,  appropriated  for  a  salary,  might  not  be 
touched  for  any  other  use.  If  Hr.  Poinsett 
shall  accept  his  appointment  at  Tacubaya,  he 
cannot  touch  his  salary  as  Minister  to  Mexico. 
Th6  whole  must  be  paid  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  present  year.  He  Hd  not  see  now 
calculations  oould  be  plunw  than  those  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  Honse ;  and  gentle- 
men, especially  when  they  themaelTes  were 
mistaken,  shoidd  at  least  he  temperate  in  their 
manner.  The  appropriat^w  for  salaries  was  a 
n>eeifie  ^>propnati<m,  and  was  not  left  to  be 
abnsed  hy  the  ExecutiTe  at  his  discretion. 

Mr.  MoCoT  remarked  that  this  was  mere 
matter  of  opinion.  He  thought  the  gentleman 
might  satisfy  the  House,  if  he  would  show  out 
of  what  fund  the  salary  of  Ur.  Anderson  was 
to  be  paid.  As  to  Mr.  Sergeant's  salary,  it  did 
not  commence  till  October  last. 

Ur.  UOD0FFIB  said,  that  the  j^ntleman  from 
Georgia  bad  stated,  as  the  question,  that  which 
was  not  before  the  House.  The  question  was, 
whether  the  Honse  shonld  make  tne  amnropri- 
ation  before  the  President  of  tiie  Unitea  States 
conid  be  allowed  to  pay  Mr.  Pdnsett,  or  whether 
there  must  he  anthori^y  of  law  beftMre  he  oould 
be  pud  ?  The  present  appnqniation,  it  wonld 
be  recollected,  did  not  come  onder  the  general 
law  of  outfits. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  appropriation,  and  decided  in  the  sfilrma- 
tive — ayes  71,  noes  67;  when  the  oomnuttee 
rose  and  reported. 


TacB8Di.T,  February  16. 

Tfu  Mimion  to  Taeuhaya. 

•  The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unflnished 
business  of  yesterday ;  being  the  appropriation 
of  0,000  dollars  for  an  outfit  to  the  Minister  to 
sncceed  Mr.  Anderson  at  the  CraigresB  of  Tnea- 
biO^a. 

Mr.  Oabsoit  sud  he  was  opposed  to  the 
Panama  Mission  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
uid  had  seen  nothing  to  diminish  hb  objections 
to  it,  but  much  to  increase  them.  The  policy 
of  the  measnre  was  not  now  under  discussion, 
but  it  came  before  na  again  on  a  proposition  to 
appropriate  $0,000  for  an  outfit  to  the  Minister 
appointed  to  go  from  the  Oity  of  Mexico  to  the 
Tillage  of  Tacubaya ;  in  other  wordsj  to  give  a 
gentleman  $9,000  for  travelling  aiwut  nine 
mites,  who,  at  the  some  time,  would  be  nnder 
at  the  rate  of  $9,000  per  annum,  I 
am  against  the  appropriation.  This  mission 
has  cost  vs  enoogtk  already,  Forty  thonaand 


[Fbhubt,  IfOT. 

dollars  were  appropriated  At  the  last  cmdob, 
and  the  present  aum  is  to  Iw  in  addition  to 
that  Besidea  that,  the  sloop     war  Uonci  1 
has  been  fitted  out  to  carry  Mr.  Sergeint  to  ' 
Vera  Cruz,  who  had  already  been  paid 
to  carry  himself;  and  men  acquainted  with  | 
naval  offi^ra  say,  that  the  expense  of  fitting  m 
this  vessel,  and  keeping  her  at  sea  the  kogth 
of  time  necessary  to  carry  out  Mr.  Servant 
and  return,  cannot  be  less  than  from  $3u,000 
to  $60,000.   Here,  then,  is  nearly  $100,040 
already  expended  on  tbb  abortiTC  musioo, 
which  is  enough,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  i 
on  one  of  the  idlest  projects  that  ever  was  m-  I 
eeived.   So  mnoh  for  the  expenae ;  but  I  visa  ' 
to  remaik  npon  the  strange  inoObMstatT 
which  I  have  witnessed  mMO  thia  8obJeet.tB 
the  short  apace  tii  two  aeencHia,  from  the  lead- 
ing supporters  tilt  tiiis  measnre.   At  the  M 
session,  when  oertidn  moTonents  were  made 
in  this  House  to  stimulate  the  tardy  dcQUiv 
tiona  of  the  Senate,  and  a  call  was  made  a^  a 
the  President  for  certain  information,  gentle- 
men sud  the  information  was  indiq>enssble  to 
enable  us  to  Judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  sp- 
propriation;  now,  the  same  ^ntlemeo  bolU 
us  bound  to  vote  the  appropnatioos  vitLoct 
the  least  exercise  of  jiidgment  on  oor  pirt 
They  say  the  President  and  Senate  have  io- 
stitnted  the  miBn(m,  and  that  we,  the  rqas-  < 
sentatiTOB  of  the  people,  are  bound  to  vote  Uie  | 
money  to  carry  it  bito  effect  Aa  one  of  tbew  | 
rapresentatiireB,  I  protest  agdnttsachdoetriDeft.  1 
We  are  the  peculiar,  and  I  might  say,  the  fx- 
elu^ve  representatives  of  the  people  in  nalten 
of  revenoe.   Money  bills  must  oripnate  is  tbb  | 
House.   Every  new  tax  must  have  its  ori^  , 
here ;  bnt  what  would  become  of  this  right  to 
originate  taxes  and  money  bills,  if  w«  are  | 
bound  to  ruse  all  the  money  which  the  Prea-  ' 
dent  and  Senate  may  Uiink  proper  to  demand ! 
Oertidnly  we  should  have  no  option.  Wesboold 
no  longer  be  volnntary  agenta,  to  raise  mcx^j 
or  no^  according  to  oor  own  judgment  bot  : 
mere  machines  in  the  hands  of  the  VnaiaSL  \ 
and  Senate,  to  he  worked  at  tb^  pleanre. 

I  didike  ih»  manner  of  carryiBg  on  tlui 
mission  as  nmch  aa  the  miarion  itaelt  Ve  iQ  : 
remember  the  lend  complainta  of  the  Prcndest  ' 
and  all  his  advocates,  becanse  the  Senate  t»wk 
time  to  deUberate  last  Winter.  We  were  then 
instmcted  to  believe  that  the  most  calamitoni 
consequences  wonld  result,  if  the  misnra  did 
not  depart  forthwith;  yet,  when  it  was  &sim> 
tioned  by  the  Senate,  and  $40,000  voted  by  m. 
and  a  ship  of  war  prepared  at  a  great  cost,  tb« 
mission  hngered  at  home  for  seven  or  ei^t 
mouths,  and  two  of  its  members  engagwi  ic 
importuit  elections  as  the  Administration  csadi* 
dates.  One,  unhappily,  lost  his  life  by  bnug 
ordered  to  a  riekly  place  to  wait  fnr  his 
league,  which  emteagne  was  aleettoneerin^ 
not  for  the  Congress  at  Panama,  hot  for  ib* 
Congress  at  Washington  city ;  and  when  this 
election  was  lost,  then,  and  not  till  then,  was 
he  mdered  to  depart.  We  an  tnlijnBcd,  thai 
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ooe  of  these  gentlemen  did  not  receive  his 
uiuj  till  near  the  time  of  his  departing,  bat 
it  b  admitted  that  the  other  did.*  Yes,  ur,  it 
ii  idmttted  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Panama 
IC'idion  was  receiving  his  $2,000  a-year,  while 
mgiged  in  an  active  canvass  in  New  York,  as 
the  ftdministration  candidate  for  Governor  of 
tint  State.  Bat,  sir,  where  is  the  invitation 
to  thU  Congress  at  Tacnhaya!  Mr.  PolnsetL 
in  his  def«patch  to  the  Govemmrat,  presented 
imong  oar  docoments,  and  no^  on  our  tables, 
te&  that  the  Tnaltj  of  Union,  League, 
md  Peiiwtoal  Confederation,  signed  at  Panuna, 
new  invitations  were  to  be  given  to  the  nen- 
toil  lod  friendlj  powers,  to  send  Ifinisteis  to 
Tacobaja.  The  G(Mifi»deraer  of  coarse  were  to 
tend  withoQt  invitati^His.  Now,  sir,  we  have 
hid  no  snch  invitation ;  and  if  we  are  to  be 
nAsidered  as  neutral  and  friendlj,  we  ought 
to  bare  it;  if  as  a  confederate,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  onght  to  know  it.  It  wotdd 
be  a  pity  that  our  Minister,  in  his  laoed  coat 
ud  Taring  plomes,  should  be  told  that  he  had 
DO  inTitation,  and  most  retire. 

I  ssy,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  are  not  invited 
to  this  new  Congress,  and  I  ibink.  it  probable 
that  the  Coi^resa  itulf  wiQ  never  be  found. 
Look  at  the  changes  which  are  going  on  in 
South  America.  Two  of  the  republics  which 
invited  us  a  year  ago,  have  ceased  to  exist  as 
EocL  Colombia  and  Upper  Pern  Itave  lost 
their  constitutions,  their  form  of  government, 
ud  one  of  them  its  very  name.  Bolivar  com- 
nunds  them,  and  it  is  immaterial  by  what  title, 
Tliaber  liberator,  or  dictator,  or  imperator; 
he  is,  iu  fact,  the  king  of  Colorobia  and  Peru, 
ud  more  absolate  than  any  monarch  in  Eu- 
rope. It  was  with  this  man  that  the  project 
of  a  Cuigress  at  Panama  originated,  and  with 
a  dlunge  of  destiny  In  him  the  pn^ieot  may  die. 
^7  not  WMt  for  the  promised  invitation  ? 
ThT  not  wut  tor  the  resmt  of  Bolivar's  opera- 
tioDs  against  the  freedom  of  his  country? 
Thy  this  haste,  after  so  much  delay?  Sir,  I 
lee  nothing  but  waste  and  fblly  in  this  mission. 
Every  step  is  a  new  expense.  Not  less  than 
foor  DDtfits  of  $9,000  each  to  be  paid,  and,  as 
lb.  P(nnaett  vacates  his  present  appointment 
to  receive  another,  he,  or  his  successor,  will 
be  entitled  to  another  on  repairing  to  Mexico. 
I  tnut  that  some  fnend  of  the  Preddent  will 
be  able  to  show  that  there  is  some  object  in 
^  expenditure  of  $100,000.  I  call  upon 
tbem  to  show  how  the  people  are  benefited  by 
it  to  the  amount  of  one  cent 
,  Mr.  Beekt  said  he  had  risen  for  the  pnr- 
of  correcting  the  gentleman  finrn  North 
<^>n>liQa,  (Ur.  Cabsox.)  That  ffentleman  had 
nid  that  the  Government  bad  been  at  the 
^fvite  of  fitting  out  a  pnblio  vessel  to  carry 
^  Mr.  Sergeant  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  the 
CMt  of  this  expe^tion  could  not  bo  less  than 
from  thirty  to  forty  tiioasond  dollars.  Now, 
nthe  geaUeman  would  take  the  trouble  of 
looking  St  the  documents  from  the  Navy  De- 
P*>tment,  be  would  see  that  no  TesMl  was  fitted 


oat  for  this  purpose.  The  vessel  employed  was 
already  in  the  service;  her  cruising  ground 
was  in  those  seas ;  and  all  that  was  done  was 
to  require  the  commander  to  toaoh  at  Yen 
Cm^  and  land  the  Minister. 

[Mr.  Gabson  admitted  that  he  might  have 
been  incorrect  as  to  the  partlcnlars  of  this 
subject.  It  would  be  remembered  that  he  had 
expressly  said,  his  information  respec^g  it 
was  derived  from  others.] 

Mr.  Bkkht  went  on  to  state,  that  the  mntto- 
man  was  inccwreat  in  another  respect  He  had 
sidd  that  he'  considered  it  neoessary  to  state  to 
the  j>eople  the  great  expenses  to  which  the 
President  had  Van  the  nation  by  not  sending 
the  Ministers  in  proper  time  to  the  Congress 
of  FanamiL  The  gentleman  onght  to  remem- 
ber, that  it  was  tl)e  persevering  opporitioo  of 
himself  and  others  who  acted  with  him,  thai 
was  the  cause  of  this  delay.  They  had  tram- 
melled the  President,  and  had  kept  on  opposing 
and  discassing  the  mteasnre,  until  at  length 
the  Congress  of  Panama  had  adjonmed.  It 
a4}oamed  to  meet  at  Tacnbaya,  and  to  what 
place  could  the  IdUsten  have  been  aeat 
sooner  than  the  Prasident  ^d  send  themt 
The  fault  most  rest  wltii  the  gentleman  and  tda 
friends,  if  the  country  anffarea  my  iiijuiy  fitm 
the  delay.  It  could  not  be  charged  on  the  Ad- 
ministration. As  applied  to  them,  thegentlemaa 
himself  could  not  bat  know  that  the  acoasation 
was  tmfounded,  and  this  the  nation  knew  also. 

Mr.  BtTRGBs  said  he  did  not  often  call  on  the 
patience  of  the  House,  and  he  hoped,  therefore, 
they  wonld  the  more  readily  give  him  their 
attention.  I  will  not  longdetain  you,  sir,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  for  our  time  is  too  important  to  be  con- 
sumed in  protracted  debate.  The  question 
before  the  House  is,  Shall  the  blank  in  this  bill 
of  aj^K^niation  be  filled  with  nine  thousand 
d<dlarsf  The  olject  of  placing  this  money  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Preddent,  is,  to  enaUe  nlm 
to  compensate  Mr.  Poinsett,  now  Iflnister  r^ 
siding  at  Mexico,  for  new  expenditure  ht  the 
new  services  allotted  to  him,  as  Minister  to  the 
Congress  of  American  nations  about  to  assem- 
ble at  Tacubayo.  He  will  continue  to  hold  hts 
station  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Mexico, 
and  perform  the  duties  or  Ambassador  to  this 
Congress,  in  addition  to  those  of  that  station. 
He  fills  a  place  made  vacant  by  a  Providential 
dispensation,  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  this  nation  to 
the  Republio  of  Colombia,  and  Biplomatio 
Minister  from  these  United  States  to  this  same 
Congress  of  Panama.  Mr.  8e^[eant  is  ed- 
lewne  with  him  in  this  important  miancm. 
This  last  gentleman  receives  an  tmt&t  of  nine 
thousand  dollars,  with  a  like  sum  for  his  per 
ami  am  salary.  Mr.  Anderson  had  the  same  ontfit 
and  the  same  salary;  for,  altboogh  he  lost  his  lifb  . 
before  the  close  of  the  year,  yet  it  Is  presnmed 
that  as  he  had  entered  on  his  mission,  and  died 
in  the  service  of  tiie  United  States,  these  sums 
will  be  paid  to  his  fiunily.  Hie  Secretary  at 
Legation,  Itr.  Boeheeter,  hu  vitared  apwLser^ 
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vice  in  thia  mission,  and  his  salary,  will  be  a 
charge  on  the  appropriation  of  last  year.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has 
objected  to  the  filling  this  blank  with  this  or 
any  other  snm,  because  the  mission  is  useless, 
and  will,  as  it  already  has,  lead  to  a  great  ex- 
penditure of  the  people^s  money.  Tms  ques- 
tion is  not  now  before  the  House;  for  the 
£xecn1ive  branch  of  the  Government  deter- 
mined, last  year,  and  the  people  were  highly 
gratified  with  the  detemunation,  to  send  thu 
misaion ;  and  this  Honse,  in  aid  of  that  detei^ 
minatioiif  voted  to  i^tprt^tiiate  the  mm  of  forty 
tboDsand  dollars,  on  account  of  tiiis  misdon. 
The  only  question  is,  therefore,  has  this  appro- 
priation beesa  exhausted  ?  and  if  it  has  noL  can 
the  Executive  convert  that  unexpended  balance 
to  the  ftunishing  Kr,  Poinsett  t  or  most  there 
be  a  new  appropriation  for  this  new  purpose  t 

This  fimd  is  already  charged  with  two  outfits 
of  nine  thousand  dollars  ciuth ;  two  salaries  of 
like  amount ;  together  with  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  Legation,  two  thousand  dollars ; 
leaving  only  a  sum  equal  to  this  lost  item  to 
cover  all  contingent  expenses  of  this  mission. 
These  expenses  nave  wea  always  charged  by 
our  foreign  Hinistera;  and  the  Government 
have,  from,  its  commencement,  always  allowed 
and  paid  them.  They  have,  for  each  Uinister, 
amounted  to  about  <md  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year.  Ko  part  of  the  appropriation 
at  last  year,  thereffwe,  remains  unexpended. 
For,  although  thir^  tiionsand  dollars  are  now 
in  the  treasury,  being  part  of  that  fund,  yet 
the  whole  is  due  to  uiose  who  have  been  em- 
ployed in  that  mission.  If,  however,  it  were 
all  there,  it  has  been  clearly  shown  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Ifr.  McDuffix,) 
that  the  Executive  could  not  apply  it  to  this 
purpose,  nor  meet  this  new  expenditure,  with- 
out a  new  ai^ropriation  for  this  purpose :  for, 
if  no  money  can  be  pud  for  any  purpose,  with- 
out an  appropriation  by  law,  much  less  can 
moaey,  iqppropriatod  to  one  purpose,  be,  by  the 
Executive,  diverted  from  tiiat  purpose,  and 
eonverted  to  another.  The  ^>propriation  of 
lost  year  was  made  to  cover  the  contingent 
expenditures,  the  outfits,  and  salaries,  of  Mr. 
Sergeant,  llr,  Anderson,  and  their  Secretary 
of  Leaation,  if,  therefore,  Mr.  Poinsett,  the 
new  Ambasador  to  this  Congress,  be  paid  at 
all,  it  most  be  by  a  new  appropriation. 

Mr,  Cabson  rose  again,  to  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Brsxt.)  He  said, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  hod  nnder- 
taken  to  correct  him  on  matters  of  fact,  and 
had  proved  his  own  want  of  knowledge  in  the 
ftttempt.  He  had  ventored  an  excuse  fbr  the 
Administration  in  not  sending  out  the  Panama 
IGssion  duiiog  the  last  summer,  and  attributed 
•  the  delay  to  ta»  oppoaition,  who  had  consumed 
the  time  in  debate.  But  such  was  not  the  fact 
The  Panama  Congress  did  not  meet  until  the 
S2d  of  Jane,  and  the  mission  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Senate  as  early  as  the  middle  of  March, 
and  the  q>propiiati(ma  were  made  in  April,  and 


\¥nmtMt,ltitt. 

might  have  been  made  earlier,  if  the  time  of  fiie 
House  had  not  been  consumed  by  the  sopporten 
of  the  Admiaistration  in  lauding  the  measnre, 
and  waiting  for  the  President's  Uboredreplj  to 
the  Senate,  which  fell  dead-burn  fromlustDinUu 
There  was  time  enough  for  the  Hinisteis  to 
have  got  to  Panama  at  the  opening  <tf  the  Con- 
gress, and  certainly  before  the  treaties  vers 
signed,  which  was  done  late  in  Jvlj.  Bot 
they  neither  gob  there,  n»  attempted  to  get 
there.  They  never  gtarted.  They  did  not 
know  whether  they  had  time  enondi  «-  noL 
^ey  rein:dned  in  this  cxnmtry,  ai^  west  to 
eleiSoneering-,  and  it  does  not  becnne  11»  ' 
Prendeut,  or  his  supporters,  to  say  they  hal 
not  time  to  go  there,  when  they  nude  no  it 
tempt  to  use  the  time  which  1^  upon  tltdr 
hands.  If  Mr.  Sergeant  had  been  elected  to 
Congress,  uid  Mr.  Rochester  Goveniw  of  Nev  ' 
York,  they  would  not  have  gone  at  all :  for  the 
offices  would  have  been  doable  and  inconpiii-  i 
ble,  and  to  hold  bolh  wonld  have  been  tmconsti-  | 
tutional.  The  fact  of  being  candidate^  and  cf 
waiting  until  the  elections  were  over,  and  them- 
selves defeated,  proves  that  they  would  not  hart 
gone  if  they  hoabeen  elected;  oodfiirtbcr  pnn% 
that  the?  wdted  for  the  dectiona  to  be  orer, 
and  not  for  the  Oppoaition  to  ceaaa  miUn^ 
The  gentleman  fran  Loni^ana  has  nndtftakto 
to  set  me  right  about  the  voyage  of  the  HonKt,  i 
and  the  expense  of  sending  her  to  Vat  Cm 
with  Mr.  Sergeant.  Unhappily  for  himself  be 
has  missed  the  facts  in  both  attempts  to  correct 
me.  I  asserted,  that  the  Hornet  went  to  Yen 
Cruz,  and  returned  to  the  United  States :  he  il- 
leges,  that  she  merely  touched  at  Vera  Gnu  tiA 
continued  her  voyage  according  to  ha  ori^jnil 
destination.  Such  a  peremptory  Btatemoit  call- 
ed upon  me  for  a  re-<xamination  of  the  groondi 
of  my  knowledge,  and  I  now  re-affirm  irhitl  ; 
first  said.  The  Hornet  did  not  proceed  froo 
Vera  Cruz  upon  any  other  voyage.  Sia 
tamed  direct  to  Nwfolk,  having  been  fitted 
out  and  sent  to  aeafor  the  sole  purpose  of  canj-- 
ing  Mr.  Sergeant  to  Vera  Cmz^  who  bad  bea 
previoosly  paid  9,000  dollars  outfit  to  ciR7 
himself  were,  and  was  under  pay  at  the  rate 
of  9,000  dollars  per  annum.  The  expetuecrfths 
naval  trans^rtation  is  to  me  nnknowa  Tlie 
gentleman  Irom  Louisiana  nndertakes  to  eoc- 
trovert  my  statement  of  it ;  but  after  the  proc.^ 
of  fhUIbility  which  he  has  given  in  other  p9^t|^ 
ulars,  it  is  not  for  mo  to  yieid  any  thing  to  him 
in  this  instance.  My  statement  is  bottomtd 
upon  the  opinions  of  naval  men,  and  old  icem- 
bers,  who  tielieved  that  an  expense  of  frtm 
$30,000  to  160,000  must  have  been  iacuired  is 
sending  tiio  Hornet  upon  this  service.  I  retvc, 
then,  to  my  first  ossertion,  that  this  abortiTe 
mission  has  cost  the  United  States  nearly  IW- 

000  ddlars,  and  cannot  bring  them  <m  oenti 
worth  ofbenefitinretumi  And  ami  tobecoo- 
tradicted  for  telliog  the  people  these  thio^I  Am 

1  to  be  denounced  for  exposing  to  their  Tie» 
such  a  profligate  waste  of  their  money  f  Am  1 
be  called  a  "  factious  oppoeitiwuat'^  becaose  I 
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will  not  rota  these  enormoaa  Sams  t  I  have  read 
inch  dena&datiMi^  and  I  d^ise  them.  They 
wilt  oot  prevent  me  from  doing  mj  dnty ;  they 
win  not  prevent  me  from  looking  into  Uie  meas- 
Qrea  of  the  Administration;  they  will  not  pro- 
rent  me  from  holding  tip  to  the  Indignation  of 
the  people  a  vain,  fantastic,  ridiciUoos,  and 
ibonire  mission,  which  has  ooat  them  one  hun- 
dred ihoosand  doUarsl 

}b.  Bmmxv  said  ho  waa  H>n7  ncf  mirander- 
itaoding  sbonld  have  oeenired  as  to  foots.  The 
gentleiuui  moat  hare  misunderstood  him :  for 
bewocld  notfloppoaehe  wished  to  misrepresent 
Mm.  He  hnd  not  stated  that  the  Oongresa  of 
Panama  had  adjonrned  daring  the  period  of  the 
discnsdoQ  in  this  house,  hut  only  that  the  di»- 
CD^oii  hod  produced  a  delay  which  prevented 
OOT  Mioistera  from  attending  that  Congress. 
TheCoDgress  at  Panama  o^Joamed  to  Tacnbava 
doring  the  Sammer.  The  Execntive  already 
bew  that  it  was  so  to  a^oom  when  the  biU 
pased  this  Hoose  provi(lii%  for  the  mission. 
Ai  to  tfae  Hornet,  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  would  show  that  that  vessel  was 
already  in  commiadtm  and  under  oroidng  or- 
den. 

Mr.DwiGBxaidd,  that tiie  Committee ofWm 
led  Keans,  in  maUng  tiie  report  of  an  ontilt 
forthfl  Roister  to  Tacnbayo,  had  been  govern- 
ed b;  DO  other  considerations  than  those  of  the 
daty  they  owed  the  country  in  supporting  its 
iiDportant  dtplomntio  relations  abroad,  and  this 
implied  on  obligation  on  their  part  to  the  Ilouse, 
to  explun  tiie  necesnty  of  the  intended  u>- 
propriation,  and  tlie  conseqnenoes,  should  the 
^'■propriation  be  refiised  to  that  mission,  which 
aai  BO  recently  received  the  sonotioa  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

It  was  a  mistake  in  gentlemen  to  suppose 
tliattlie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueanafelt  any 
other  anxiety  on  tiie  subject  than  that  whiut 
Ksolted  from  a  desire  to  ftilfil  its  own  dnty  in 
ivtseoting  the  qnestion  to  the  House.  When 
tjuy  had  presented  to  the  Honse  the  infonuo- 
tioo  opoa  which  it  was  required  to  act,  they 
bad  diHw  all  that  conld  be  required  of  them, 
ud  the  action  Qf  the  House  npon  that  informa- 
tion wonld,  and  ought  to  be,  entirely  satisfac- 
tory to  them.  He  would  observe,  however, 
tiiat  at  the  time  tho  specific  sum  now  in  the  bill 
recommended  by  tite  committee  as  an  out- 
fit to  the  Minister  to  Tacubaya,  neither  the 
committee  nor  tho  House  could  have  known 
tliat  tlie  gentleman  who  then  represented  this 
ojnntry  at  the  court  of  Mexico  would  be  re- 
^lirtd  to  represent  it  also  at  the  Congress  of 
iKub^^a.  The  Freridcnt  had  tfaonght  pnmer 
te  noDiinate  that  gentleman;  the  Senate  had 
cimfinned  Uie  nominadon;  and,  so  far  from 
^  being  bad  economy,  as  some  gentlemen 
•^wned  to  suppose,  it  was  apparent  that  if  any 
gentleman  now  in  the  country  had  been  nomi- 
iate<l,  we  should  be  called  upon  to  appropriate 
fof  this  object  18^  dollars,  instead  of  the 
<x>^  proposed.  The  present  Minister  conld 
">ly  receive  one  year^  salary  for  hia  servioes 


[a  or  B, 

on  both  the  missions,  whereas  any  other  pa^ 
son  would  have  been  entitled  to  ft  salary  uUI 
an  outfit  Gentlemen,  then,  he  was  persuaded, 
would  see  in  the  proposed  arrangement,  that 
just  regard  to  a  wise  and  frogol  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  which  some  bad  nqjnstly 
suggested  tlie  absence  of. 

In  reference  to  the  unexpended  ^prc^riati(Hi 
of  last  year,  he  insisted  that  gentlemen  who 
had  alluded  to  that,  as  a  ftmd  oot  of  whieh  the 
presMit  outfit  oonld  be  tak«i,  wen  entlrdy  mis- 
taken,  both  aa  to  the  balanoe  of  the  fimd  itsdi^ 
and  tho  operation  of  Uv  in  r^ard  to  that  ftmd. 
It  was  true  that  for^  thousand  dollars  had 
been  appropriated  at  the  last  session,  for  the 
mission  to  Panama,  and  that  the  Congress  at 
Tacubaya  was  but  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
Ministers  to  the  former  one. 

But  gentlemen  could,  for  themselves,  consult 
the  provisions  of  the  appropriatinff  act  of  1824, 
and  they  would  see  that  the  sum  therein  appro- 
priated, was  set  apart  to  the  particular  objects 
enumerated  in  the  act  There  were  two  out- 
fits and  two  salaries,  each  of  $9,000,  m^ing 

|S6,000 

Sslanr  of  Secretary,  ....  2,000 
Conuigent  sum,      -      >  •      •  S,000 

Making  $40,000 

Kow,  if  it  should  appear  that  no  outfit  re- 
mained of  that  appropriation,  out  of  which  the 
present  sum  could  be  paid,  gentlemen  must  ad- 
mit the  propriety  of  tne  present  appropriation, 
or  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  denying  alto- 
gether the  expediency  of  giving  to  Mr.  Poinsett 
any  additional  compensation  for  the  new  and 
arduons  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this  addi- 
tional mission.  I>oe8  any  outfit  remain  of  that 
apivopriation,  'he  would  ask  ?  An  outfit  and 
salary  had  been  paid  to  Mr.  Sei^ant ;  and  un- 
less gentlemen  would  he  gnilty  of  refhring  to 
Mr.  Anderson,  or  his  heirs,  just  com{>ensation 
for  his  efibrts  to  make  the  journey  from  Colom- 
bia to  Panama,  in  which  he  sacrificed  hia  for- 
tnne,  his  health,  and  finally  his  life,  they  can- 
not pretend  there  is  any  thing  left  of  that  w- 

fropriation  out  of  which  this  outfit  can  he  paid, 
[e  need  not  remind  ^ntlemen  that  the  law 
forbids  money  appropriated  to  one  object  to  be 
diverted  to  anotiier.  This  was  a  salutary  prin- 
ciple ;  and  if  any  thing  remained  of  the  appro- 
priation alladed  to,  it  would  pass  to  the  surplus 
hind.  If  any  thing  does  remain,  it  must  be  a 
part  of  that  which  was  appropriated  for  a  sal- 
ary, and  cannot  now  be  taken  for  an  outfit 
lie  assumed  that  Mr.  Anderson  was  pi^  his 
outfit ;  if  not,  it  can  make  no  difiference,  as  ha 
was  unquestionably  entitled  to  it,  and  it  may 
be  claimed  by  his  heirs  or  legal  representatives. 

Mr.  WiLMAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he 
never  was  in  ttte  habit  of  opposing  appropria- 
tions which  he  considered  necessary  to  the  due 
administration  of  public  affairs ;  but  he  conld 
not  conrider  the  present  as  snch  an  appropria- 
tion. Oonld  it  be  that  Taonbaya,  Kt  only  thiM 
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leagaeB  distant  from  the  ancient  City  of  Mexi- 
co, was  Bitnated  in  a  new  country  ?  Contd  it 
possibly  be  necessary  to  provide  nine  thousand 
oollan  to  meet  the  e^ioue  of  travelling  nine 
miles  t  To  him  it  appeared  wholly  unneces- 
sary ;  and  beUeving  this,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  B1.AIB  s^d,  that  the  real  qnesHon  before 
the  Honse  was,  were  we  now  satisfied  that  sadi 
hardships  existed  in  Mr.  Poinsett's  case  as  to 
jostifythe  indirect  repeal  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  in  the  year  1810,  so  far  as  it  operates 
against  allowing  to  him  an  outfit  1  It  will  be 
recoUeoted  that  that  act  only  allows  to  a  Min- 
ister an  outfit  "  upon  his  going  from  the  United 
Btates  to  a  foreign  country,"  in  that  character. 
Mr.  Poinsett  is  not  going  from  the  United  States 
to  a  foreign  country,  and  cannot  legally  receive 
an  outfit,  whilst  that  act  of  Oongresa  remains 
in  force.  I  have  been  led  to  inquire  into  the  elr- 
onmstances  in  wldoh  Mr,  Foinsett  will  be  pUeed 
on  his  asBoming  the  new  station  nmi^Ted  an 
him,  as  well  as  the  expenses  ioddent  to  that 
diange;  and  I  can  see  nothing  that  would  Jus- 
tify excepting  his  case  ftom  the  general  opera- 
ticni  of  the  act  in  question.  Tor.  B.  said  he 
would  inqnire  what  gave  rise  to  the  authority 
of  allowing  to  a  Minister  an  outfit !  Surely,  it 
was  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  defiray 
the  expenses  incident  upon  his  travel  to  the 
fbreign  court.  Con  it,  then,  be  seriously  said, 
that  the  some  consideration  should  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Poinsett  for  travelling  ten  miles,  that  you 

Say  to  other  Ministers  who  leave  the  United 
tateai  and  are  subjected  to  the  expense  of 
travelling  thousands  t  That  would  level  all 
distinction  between  the  ^ferent  services  as 
weU  OS  the  expenses  of  our  diplomatic  agents. 
Bat  the  gentieman  from  Illinois,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  Uie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
asba,  if  we  do  not  wish  to  fiitni^  our  Ministers 
with  the  means  of  presenting  themselves  with 
becoming  dignity  at  foreign  courts?  I  answer 
for  one  that  I  do ;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  do  indi- 
rectly what  I  would  not  do  directly  and  openly, 
or  take  from  the  Treasury  by  stealUi,  and  add  to 
their  salaries  under  a  different  name.  If  the 
salary  is  too  low  to  justify  our  Ministers  appear- 
ing at  foreign  courts  with  becoming  dignity, 
the  fur  course  of  legislation  would  be  to  amend 
the  general  law  which  governs  that  salary,  and 
not  attempt  in  an  ^)prrariation  bilL  to  make 
an  exceptum  bi  fitvor  of  any  in^vionaL  If 
gentlemen  who  comidain  of  the  inadequac7  of 
tiie  salary  will  propose  a  general  remedy,  and 
a^sfy  him  d  the  propriety  of  it.  he  would  go 
with  them,  as  he  was  entirely  williog  to  allow 
the  necessary  oompensation  to  all  pnblio  offi- 
cers ;  but  he  woula  not  consent  to  repeal  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  in  so  indirect 
a  manner  as  that  now  contemplated.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  DwioHT,)  who  is  a  member  of  the  same 
committee,  that  the^xecutive  Government  has 
construed  the  act  of  1810,  so  as  to  allow  an  out- 
flt  to  a  Minister,  aa  well  upon  his  removal  from 


one  court  to  another,  as  "  up<m  his  gnng  fnan 
the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country,"  ud 
has  called  upon  this  House  to  sanctioa  that 
construction.  I  answer  the  gentleman,  tltt  I 
cannot  adopt  that  constraotkm,  beesase  i  be- 
lieve it  to  be  in  direct  vf  otatioi  of  the  jdsin, 
podtive  language  of  the  law,  than  whid  dom 
could  be  more  clear.  Mr.  B.  said  that  very 
much  hod  been  sud  respecting  the  aoeotmts  of 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams,  when  actiiig  m 
foreign  Ministers,  all  of  whidi  he  bclisrcd  to 
be  withont  the  scope  of  the  present  iDqnirr; 
and  if  they  proved  any  thing  more  than  the 
abuses  which  had  crept  in  under  the  custom, 
of  which  mention  had  been  made — custom 
founded  upon  "Executive  C(»istractioa lie 
was  incapable  of  seeing  it.  The  aUoTaoce  of 
Mr.  John  A.  King^s  account,  as  Charge  btd 
also  been  mentioned  as  another  Instnce  «f 
"Executive  consti-ootion "  in  the  p^mat  d 
outfit.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  these  eum^ 
can  ftiraish  no  la  deciding  upon  Uw  i/m- 
«nt  question,  I  pass  them  over  wita  the  rcma^ 
that,  OS  to  the  oeoonnt  of  Ifo.  Kin^  I  will  no- 
tice it  at  a  more  convenient  ■eason.  Vr.  B. 
said  that  he  wished  it  distinctly  understood 
that  he  did  not  vote  a«dnst  Uie  present  pnipo- 
sition  to  allow  to  Mr.  Poinsett  an  outfit  of  nine 
thousand  dollars,  on  the  ground  suggested  bj 
some  gentiemen  who  had  partook  in  this  di$- 
oussion — that  of  there  being  an  unexpended  bil- 
once  of  the  appropriation  of  the  last  year,  to 
which  the  President  had  the  right  to  reuit  if 
he  chose  to  pay  Mr.  Foinsett  the  outfit  of  ft 
Iflnister;  but  because  he  did  not  belimUm 
entitled  to  it,  frmn  the  very  ineonrideralik&- 
tance to  be  traveUed bv him.  tfr.KsaidtU 
he  could  not  vote  for  uie  proposed  amendm^ 
on  another  ground,  namely,  that  it  wis  aroved 
as  an  increase  of  salary  when,  to  render  it  the 
more  notable,  it  was  called  outfit;  sod  be* 
cause  oe  was  unwilling  to  pay  any  officer  of 
this  Government  me  thonsand  ddlois  per  vSt 
for  travelling. 

Mr.  TTuKwit  rose  to  call  the  attentitm  (^th« 
House  to  the  origin  of  this  appropriation.  'K'htt 
was  the  language  held  by  the  advocates  of  tbe 
Panama  Misuon,  when  that  measure  vss  first 
introduced  t  Thev  told  us  that  the  expeoM  at- 
tending it  would  be  of  bat  8fa<nt  duisdw,«d 
thataU  that  was  valuable  would  be  the  result. 
The  child  was  not  to  live  more  than  six  ncom 
and  was  then  to  be  hurried  to  the  gnn.  w 
now  a  year  has  elapsed,  and  the  child  is  sw 
to  be  washed  and  swaddled,  at  on  expoM  of 
nine  thousand  dollars.  What  do  they  tell  u 
now?  Oh,  it  becomes  a  great  nation  tonp- 
port  its  dignity.  And  is  it  come  to  this !  »  "1 
you,  even  in  the  green  tree,  show  yonr  great- 
ness by  pride  and  extravagance  t  Are  » 
be  told  that  this  House  has  nothing  more  to  (to 
than  to  register  the  acts  of  the  ExecutiTe  Mm 
President  has  willed ;  the  Senate  have  respooa- 
ed;  ondlam  told  that  therefbre  the pnr« « 
the  nation  is  to  be  open  f  He  colled  (900  8^ 
tiemen  to  pause  before  they  went  on  to  <nw 
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Bt  the  Toy  foundation  of  republican  principles. 
For  his  own  part  he  never  believed  in  tbis  mis- 
sion :  he  never  believed  that  mj  good  would 
come  oat  of  it :  he  never  had  believed  that  the 
cooati;  was  to  ascend  to  heaven  by  sending 
IGoisten  to  Panama;  he  never  hod  believed 
thit  we  Aoold  be  pat  at  the  head  of  that  as- 
lembl;;  it  now  ippeared  that  we  were  rather 
tttbetail. 

Government  had  heard  that  inntaUons  were 
to  be  sent  to  nentral  powers ;  but  the^  had 
gone  CD  appointing  and  sending  Hinisters, 
vi^oi^  waiting  to  receive  anj  invitation. 
Tba  Advocates  of  Monarchy,  however,  would 
muntain  that  these  If Inistera  were  to  be  far- 
niched  in  the  most  profose  manner.  They 
would  meet  the  servants  of  great  monarchs  ^ 
tod  thej  would  say  to  tbem,  my  master  knows 
hii  doty,  and  furnishes  me  accordiagly.  For 
hb  put,  he  still  hoped  there  wero  some  few 
Rmuns  of  old-fiashioned  economy ;  and  that 
oar  Uinisters  would  u>pear  as  became  the  Hin- 
iiten  oi  a  Bepnbtio.  The  depntation  ma- 
uis  seems  to  have  edzed  the  natioo — the  diplo- 
attie  eorpa  kept  on  increasing,  and  though 
nme  rfthent,  when  they  left  the  shores  of  this 
oomitry,  might  be  pare  in  principles,  and  plidn 
in  hsbits  and  manners,  they  soon  became  cor- 
rupted, and  came  bock  enamoured  with  what 
thef  h&d  seen  in  the  courts  of  monarchs.  Need 
be  tell  any  who  heard  him,  that  the  present 
Chief  Hi^trate  went  away  {torn  this  country 
trepablican  in  principles  and  habits ;  but  while 
Knuumng  at  tiie  Court  of  St.  James,  bad  be- 
came BO  enamoured  that  he  declared  tbo  mo- 
Urditcal  Government  of  that  country  was  the 
tnoit  Btapendoos  fabric  of  homan  invention ; 
udif  any  man  would  now  go  to  the  President's 
bouse,  and  look  at  tiie  grandenr  of  the  ftimi- 
ttir^  and  the  Inxorr  whkh  iqipeared  on  every 
ado,  be  wonld  see  taa  effects  m  a  residence  at 
for^  courts.  The  question  was  then  taken 
GafilBos  the  blank  in  the  bill  with  9,000  dol- 
lan,  sna  decided  in  the  negaUve,  by  yeas  and 
ur>,  IB  to  119,  as  HdUowb  : 

Tiu.— VcssTS.  Bailey,  Badger,  Bartlett,  Baraey, 
Brent,  Bui^,  Cafuedy,  CookJCrownluBfateld,  Davb, 
!)omy,Dwight,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Everett, 
(fnHej,  HenMi,  IngeraoU,  Jennings,  Kittcra,  La^ 
limp,  Locke,  Martindale,  HsUocka,  KcDuffie,  Mer- 
cer, Miner,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Fearce,  Reed,  Sondti, 
Sll,8eragiie,8torrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Tomlioson,  Tuck- 
er of  Kcw  Jersey,  Tance,  Vamum,  Yinton,  Whipple, 
Vlule,  Wood  of  Kew  Tork,  Woods  of  OUo— 46. 

li'iis. — Messrs,  Addams  of  Peuuylvanio,  Alexan- 
der of  Tirginia,  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Alien  of 
Hko^  Alston,  Aiiderson,  Angel,  Archer,  AmutroDg, 
'^ie?,  Baldwin,  Bartlcy,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barbour 
tf  Virpnia,  Barringer,  Bassett,  Baylies,  Blair,  Boon, 
findlej,  Bryan,  Buchanan,  Buclcner,  CampbeU,Car- 
J^Carj,  Claiborne,  Clarke,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cramp, 
wenport,  Deitx,  Edwards  of  Korth  Carolina,  EstiU, 
™<il»y  of  Penniylvania,  flndtay  of  Ohio,  Foravth, 
Forvipd,  Fosdick,  Oamsey,  Garrison,  fiovan,  Har- 
ik,  HarTej,  Hasbrouck,  Hayden,  Henry,  Bines,  Ho- 
rn, BomtHUi,  H<rfmes,  Houston,  Hukunin,  Hnm- 
l">*ri  li^huni  Xiadu^  Johann  of  NewToi^  John- 
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eon  of  Virginia,  Kidder,  Krebs,  Eremer,  Lawrence, 
Lecompt«,  Letcher,  Little,  Long,  Hanble,  MarlceU, 
Uarldey,  Marvin  of  New  Ych-I^  McCoy,  McHattoo 
MeKeao,  McKee,  Kerriwetber,  Hervin  of  Cmneo- 
ticnt,  Metcalfe,  MiUer  of  Penn^lvaaia,  James  El 
Mitchell,  John  Mitchell,  MitcheU  of  Maryland,  Mitch- 
ell, of  Tennessee,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Ala- 
baina,  Orr,  Owen,  Peter,  Phelps,  Plomer,  Polk,  Pow- 
ell, lUpley,  Rives,  Roas,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Scott, 
Shannon,  Sloane,  Stevenson  ot  Pennsylvanta,  TaQa- 
ferro,  Taylor  of  ^r^nia,  Test,  Tbompeai  of  Geo., 
Thompson  of  OUowTueker  of  South  Carcdhia, Tan 
Horn,  Veri^anck,  Wales,  Ward,  Weems,  Whitta- 
more,  Whittleaev,  WickUfTe.  WiUiauM,  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina,  Wolf,  Toung— 119. 

Bo  the  House  refused  the  appropriation  ot 
8,000  dollars  for  an  outfit  for  Mr.  PonrsBTX  as 
Minister  to  Tocnbayo. 

Mr.  BncnANAN  and  Mr.  Cook  then  both  rose 
to  claim  the  floor.  Hr.  Cook  obtained  it,  and 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  this  outfit,  with 
$4,500. 

On  this  question,  Kr.  Kim«a  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refused  to  order 
them,  (ayes  25,  noes  100,)  a  sufficient  number 
not  retiring  them. 

Ur.  FoRSTTH  moved  to  amend  the  amendr 
ment,  so  as  to  rcqoire  this  mm  to  be  p^d  out 
of  the  appropriation  mode  for  this  misuon  last 
year. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dwianz 
and  McDcFFiB,  and  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Cook,  and  carried — ayes  93,  noes  48. 

So  the  blank  was  filled  with  4,600  dollars. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading.* 

TiUDKry  February  16. 
ColontMation  Society. 

Mr.  Clahkk  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral A^mbly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  appro- 
batory of  the  association  called  "  the  American 
Colonization  Society,"  and  reqnestin^tbe  rep- 
resentation of  that  State  in  Congr^  to  use 
their  beat  efforts  to  facilitate  the  removal  of 
such  free  people  of  color  as  may  desire  to  emi- 
fl'ate  to  the  Colony  in  Africa,  and  to  ensure  to 
them  the  protecUon  and  patronage  <tf  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Owen  ottjccted  to  these  resolnUonsbdng 
received,  on  the  ground  that  the  resolntiona 
were  not  addressed  to  Congress,  but  to  the 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
They  were,  in  this  rrapect,  private  papers,  with 
which  Congress  had  nothing  to  do. 

The  Speaker  said,  that,  had  these  resolntiona 
referred  to  a  subject  not  previously  under  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  must  have  introduced  them  by  a  res- 
olution of  bis  own ;  but  the  subject  was  already 
before  the  fionse,  and  had  been  referred  to  a 

*Tlib  proposed  mtttloB  to  Twnbaya,  like  that  to  Fanama, 
of  wUchIt  wastobe  t)ieeoiitliiiuUoii,pn)Tod  ibortlra:  tlio 
eovM*  of  Mtloiial  d^Bttas  to  wUck  It  ww  to  fti^  Bom 
Mt 
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oommittee.  When  tills  ma  the  oase,  it  had 
heeo  the  settled  practice  of  the  House  to  admit 
each  resolutions  from  pablio  bodies  to  be  re- 
ceived, and  to  sabmit  tnem  to  committees. 

After  a  few  words  of  reply  from  Mr.  Owzn, 
the  question  was  put  on  thd  reference,  when 
the  ayes  were  84,  noes  21. 

A  quomm  not  having  Toted,  the  qnestion 
was  aooat  to  be  agiun  taken ;  when 

Hr.  Clabee  defended  the  propriety  of  the 
reference,  contending  that  there  was  no  differ- 
ence between  the  present  case  and  others  in 
which  similar  resolutions  had  been  lud  before 
the  Boose.  He  contended  that  the  respect  due 
to  a  Bovermgn  State  demanded  that  its  nacAn- 
tion  shotdd  at  least  be  heard,  and  he  sent  to  a 
committee  having  the  general  snbject  of  them 
under  its  care. 

Jtr.  OwBM  repUed,  and  insisted  on  the  consid- 
eration which  he  had  before  nrgedj  that  there 
was  nothing  in  tiiese  resolutions  which  directed 
them  to  this  Honse»  or  presented  to  it  any  snb- 
ject of  legislation.  For  the  House  to  act  when 
it  was  not  called  upon,  wonld,  in  his  opinion, 
be  a  disrespectful  interference  between  the  L^- 
ialatare  of  a  State  and  her  Bepresentatives.  It 
was  not  his  intention  to  express  any  opinion  on 
the  subject-matter  of  these  resoluticois. 

Hr.  LiTTLs  advocated  the  reception  of  these 
resolations.  He  had  himself  presented  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Le^alatnre  of  Maryland,  which, 
tiiongh  not  du-ecfly  addressed  to  Congress,  had 
nevertheless  been  received,  and  referred  to  a 
cmmnittee.  He  thought  that  a  deliberate  ex- 
presuon  of  the  sentiments  of  any  public  body, 
especially  one  so  respectable  as  tJie  Le^slature 
of  a  State,  on  a  subject  under  consideration  by 
the  House,  ought  to  he  treated  with  respect, 
and  that  to  refuse  its  reception,  would  indicate 
a  want  of  respect  for  the  source  from  whence 
it  proceeded. 

Ur.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  said,  that  he  hoped 
the  gentieman  from  Alabama  wonld  not  press 
his  objegUon.  The  course  in  these  cases  has 
been  snmoientlj  settled,  by  the  aoqnleecenm 
of  the  House.  As  one  example,  he  referred  to 
fbe  famous  Uissouri  queBtion,  on  which  oc- 
eancm,  resoloticms  had  been  received,  not  only 
from  State  Legtslatares,  but  frran  ctiber  pnUio 
bodies,  expresuve  of  their  opinions  m  that 
controvert. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  refer- 
ence of  the  resolution,  and  carried  without  a 
division. 

Hr.  MoLank,  of  Delaware  presented  resolu- 
tions entered  into  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  of  similar  import  to 
those  presented  by  Mr.  Olabkk  ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  same  committee  as  the  others 
were  referred  to. 

Georgia  Militia  Claim, 

The  House  then,  on  motion  ai  Ur.  Cook, 
went  into  Oommittee  of  the  'Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Babtlett  in  the  chiUr,  (m  the 
UUitaiy  Appit>priation  Bill;  and  the  question 


bting  4m  the  following  amendment,  moved  ;e> 
twday  by  Mr.  Vanoe  : 

**For  the  settlement  of  the  eUimi  of  the  nSta 
of  Georgia,  for  services  rendered  during  tbe  jnn 
1792,  *8,  and  '4,  i^reeably  to  theestimite  oFCenittm 
Freeman,  and  to  be  paid  under  the  sanctiwi  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  one  bnndred  and  tvenu-niu 
thousand  three  hundred  ud  Nreaty^Te  doDui 
and  nxty-eix  cents: 

[A.  drtiale  took  place  en  the  adoption  of  tlmaBMBt 
ment,  In  which  Ibssia.  Claike,  Thompson  of  GMipi, 
Surges,  McCoy,  WnUams^  Hijne^  and  Dwi^  look 
part.] 

The  committee  tiiea  roee^  and  zepcvted  the 
bill  as  amended. 


MoHSAT.  February  19. 
Canal  around  the  Mvtcle  SkoaU. 
Mr.  MooBB,  of  Alabama,  submitted  tbe  fol- 
lowing: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  (V 
nail  be  instructed  to  inquire  Into  tbe  ezpe^encr  d 
auUiorizing  a  survey  and  exanuoatioD  tbe  Hvdt 
Bboals,in  the  Tenneaaee  Biver,  withamrloAi 
locaUon  of  a  Canal. 

Ur.  MooBE  sud,  in  offering  this  reac^iitioii, 
he  wonld  ask  the  indnlgence  of  the  HouKfc* 
B  dngle  moment  onbr,  wlUlst  he  attempted  to 
rccoimnei^  the  snlnait  of  this  rescAatioa  to 
th^  ftvorable  conadoratirai.  The  immvn- 
ment  of  the  navigation  <tf  the  Tenneseee  BiftT. 
at  the  point  contemplated,  (said  he,)  viU  be 
deemed  an  object  of  the  very  last  importsnw, 
not  only  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  but  UkevM 
to  those  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio, 
sippi,  Louisiana,  and  tbe  western  partofVir-  j 
mDia.  Immediatdy  after  the  passage  of  tU  I 
law  of  1824,  authorizing  the  PreMdent  to  pro- 
cure the  necessary  plans  and  estimates  diud 
tbe  anbiect  of  roads  and  canals,  the  delegitions 
of  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  sna  Ala- 
bama addressed  a  Joint  commnnicatifAtolIr. 
Monroe  relative  to  the  importance  of  tbb  im- 
provement in  a  national  point  of  view.  Thtj  ; 
received  a  reply  from  Mr.  Calhoun,  tbe  tha 
Secretary  of  War,  stating  the  Preadent  was  | 
ft^y  impr^ed  with  its  importaoce,  ud  that 
he  viewed  this  as  justiy  belonging  to  the  fi^ 
class  of  objects  to  which  the  atteotioi  cooU  w 
directed,  in  tbe  execution  of  the  law  to  r)aa 
I  have  referred.  At  each  subsequent  se«« 
of  Congress,  I  have  urged  the  connderttion  a 
this  sucject  upon  the  attention  ot  the  prex^ 
Secretaiy  of  War.  I  presume  that  objects  a 
greater  magnitude  have  heretofore  claimed  i» 
considerotion,  but  we  hope  the  time  has  no*  , 
arrived,  when  this  subject  will  engage  the  at- 
tention of  that  DepartmenL  The  State  of  A* 
bama,  it  is  true,  is  among  the  youngest  a^tcn 
received  into  tbe  Federal  famJly.  but  we  b^fv 
none  the  less  re^tectable,  nw  are  hert^miK 
claims  npon  the  Generial  Government  to  m 
postponea  or  altogether  defeated  upon  tht^  »• 
oDtmt;  and  I  would  fimdly  hope,  that  aa  from  u« 
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ebesnutiBee,  her  own  nsooroes  most  be  more 
limited,  ber  claim  upon  tfaia  Goveniment,  for 
berparenUl  and  benign  aid  in  the  proaecntion 
nis  work,  woald  be  streagtiiened  and  sop- 
ported.  This  may  jastlj  be  uid  to  be  aa  oo- 
ject  purely  national  in  its  character,  and  within 
the  cont^plaUon  of  the  law  whidi  has  been 
th«  htm  of  the  of  .Internal  Improvement 

wltich  baa  been  prosecnted.  From  information 
vbich  can  be  relied  npon,  I  am  aathorized  to 
itate,  that  from  fifty  to  fiftj-fire  thoaaand  bales 
cf  cotton  descend  the  Tennessee,  throngb  the 
Muscle  Shoals,  annaallx,  and  that  the  cost  of 
tnnsportation,  the  distance  of  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  miles  only,  is  finqoently  fUtj  cents 
per  bole.  Thus,  it  seems  tiiat  the  dfeixeus  of 
tfaig  uctiim  of  ooimtry  pay  tiie  enormoiu  tai 
of  more  than  twenty-seven  thoosand  dollars, 
fiff  the  transportation  of  th^  prodnct  the  tri- 
fling distance  of  twenty-fire  or  thirty  miles,  to 
mj  Dothmg  of  the  rbk  In  damage  and  total 
lo»  vUch  freqnentily  oooors  by  Mots  bdng 

itOTe,  ^BC 

WxDHXBOAT,  February  31. 
J^rrUerial  Omenton, 

Mr.  CoHWAT  Del^^  fh>m  Ai^ansu,  snb- 
imtted  for  consideration  the  following : 

Saebei,  Tbat  the  Oomaiittee  on  the  Territories 
bcinttnieledto  ioqiUre  into  tbo  expediency  of  au- 
tboridng  aome  competent  persons  to  discharge  the 
of  Governor  and  Secretary  of  the  Arkansas 
Tmitwy,  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor  and  Sec- 
rtOTj  of  Slid  Territory,  who  are  alone  aathorized, 
by  eikttog  laws,  to  perform  laid  duties. 

Hr.  GoxwAT  remarked,  that  it  was  entirely 
(rofli  a  sense  of  dutf/  to  his  conAltnents,  tiiat 
be  offered  the  resolution  which  be  had  jnst  snb- 
■SLtted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Honse.  Lost 
Stunmer  the  President  of  the  United  States 
pinted  permission  to  Oovemor  Izard,  as  he 
m  been  hiformed,  to  visit  Philadelphia  this 
^mtar,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  his  pri- 
nts buinesa.  In  October,  he  bdieved  it  wai^ 
ttiB  Goremor  left  the  terrltoij,  and  left  Ur. 
9"tt«iden,  the  Secretary,  to  disofaanre  the  dn- 
tiescf  the  Exeontive  Department.  This  m<H*n- 
^  he  had  received  letters  from  the  territory, 
■of^niahig  him  tiiat  the  Secretary  and  acting 
Governor  set  out  on  the  9th  of  January,  for 
^  plsee,  and  complying  that  there  was  no 
ia  the  oonntry  aathorind  to  discharge  the 
™tiM  of  Secretary  or  Governor.  His  object 
in  offwing  the  resolation  before-  the  Honse,  was 
to  bring  the  subject  before  Congress,  that  a 
lair  might  be  passed  to  guard  against  any  evil 
vhidi  midit  grow  out  of  a  similar  state  of 
mfatare.  It  wUl  be  recollected,  by  at 
wt  toae  of  tin  memben  of  this  House,  that 
Goverw  and  Seaetary  were  both  absent 
m  the  Tmter  of  1998-'S4,  and  that  the  Indiana 
Awed  themselTes  of  that  opportnnity  to  kill 
dtixeos  of  the  Territory.  He  allnded 
H>  Hijor  Talbome,  and  several  other  persons 

vho  were  killed  by  the  Osage  Indians.  The 


dtuens  in  s  part  <tf  the  territory,  are  in  a  great 
degree  depoident  upon  the  meroj  <rf  the  In- 
dians, at  all  times,  for  their  safety.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  only  persons  who  are  anthoriied 
by  law  to  order  ont  the  militia  for  purposes  of 
defence,  they  are  entirely  so. 

Hr.  0.  said,  that,  early  in  December,  he 
heard  o£  the  Governor's  departure  from  the  ten- 
ritory,  and  in  compliance  with  what  he  then 
conceived  to  be  his  doty,  he  notified  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  faict;  and  Informed  him 
that  the  commission  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ter- 
ritory woold  expire  early  in  the  Spring,  and 
that,  to  prevent  an  interregnum  in  the  Govern- 
ment, it  would  be  necessary  to  rafl|^K^t  Um 
in  time  tor  his  new  commission  to  reach  Mm, 
before  the  old  one  expired.  He  was  accord- 
ingly req^K^nted  by  the  President,  and  Us 
conmiisrion  transmitted  to  him  by  mail.  In 
November  lastj  Mr.  O.  observed,  he  saw  Hr. 
Clay  in  Philadelphia,  and  learned  from  him,  that, 
some  time  in  October,  (I  believe  it  was,)  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Crittenden  requesting 
pomisdon  to  visit  Washington,  and  that  he 
had  granted  the  request ;  but  in  a  few  days  he 
learned  that  the  Freddent  had  giv«i  the  Gov- 
ernor leave  of  absence,  and  he  then  wrote  to 
Hr.  Crittenden  that  it  would  be  improper  for 
the  GK)vemor  and  Secretary  to  be  absent  at  the 
aame  time;  and  that  the  pennis^n  to  lean 
the  territory  granted  to  hiia  by  his  former  let- 
ter, was  neoMsarily  oonntennanded.  It  may 
be,  that  Or.  Crittenden  never  received  3b. 
Cliky's  second  letter,  and  that  he  has  left  the 
territory  under  the  impression  that  he  had  the 
will  of  the  Government  to  do  so.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  all  will  agree  that  It  is  necessary  that 
some  persons  shoold  remain  in  the  territory  to 
dischwve  the  duties  of  Governor  and  Secretary, 
and  he  noped  the  Committee  on  the  Territories 
would  immediately  report  a  bill  to  correct  the 
evils  complained  of.  Before  I  sit  down,  sidd 
Hr.  C,  I  take  occasion  to  repeat,  that  it  is  en- 
Ur«ly  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  my  constituents^ 
that.  I  tning  the  satfjeet  before  the  Honte.  They 
have  omn^ned  to  me  ctf  the  absence  oC  the 
officers  ai^K^ted  to  govern  them ;  and  I  should 
not  perform  my  doty  here,  If  I  were  to  neglect 
to  commmiieate  their  oomidaints  to  this  HonaSk 

The  leaolutioa  was  agreed  to  without  a  dt- 
TisioD. 

Ziiberia  Agency. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  wi^ed  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee on  tiw  appropriation  of  86,710  dollars 
for  the  African  agency,  and  asked  for  the  eati" 
mate  on  which  this  appropriation  ia  founded. 

Hr.  CooE  sent  the  esdmatea  to  the  Chair, 
which  were  then  read. 

Hr.  FoBSTTB  asked  if  the  claim  of  the  Marshal 
of  Gemgia,  which,  as  appears  by  a  note,  had 
been  examined  and  retused,  bad  been  re-ex- 
amined and  found  correct. 

Hr.  said  he  nnderstood  that  this  claim 
had  been  examined,  and  reduced  consider- 
ably. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


440 


ABBIDOMENT  OF  THB 


Mr.  FoBSTTH  went  into  the  other  items  of 
the  estimate,  and  wished  some  explanation  as 
to  the  chflT^  of  forty  d<dlu«  each  for  the 
transportation  of  Africans  to  Liberia.  Others 
can  coDTey  blacks  for  twenty  dollars;  why 
cannot  we  send  them  at  as  cheap  a  rate? 
There  is  an  item  for  the  support  of  twenty-eight 
Africans  at  liberia.  The  agent  says  they  can 
support  themselves.  Why,  then,  are  they  to 
be  supported  by  the  United  States  t  There  is 
an  approiHriatioa  of  S,800  ddlars,  for  an  agent 
and  asustant  agent.  There  is  no  law  anthoiiz- 
ing  tbese  salaries:  and  ha  wished  to  withhold 
fbe  shades,  and  unia  get  rid  of  one  or  both  of 
Unse  facers.  He  thought  the  som  was  too 
great  to  be  given  for  taking  care  of  twenty-eight 
persons.  But  there  is  a  sort  of  snb-a^nt  who 
also  receives  pi^ent  for  superintending  these 
Africans.  All  this  is  authorized  only  by  an 
appropriation  of  money,  and  by  no  other  act 
(^legidation.  He  hoped  it  would  be  out  down 
to  the  lowest  point  The  act  of  1819  contem- 
plated the  transportation  of  captured  Africans 
to  their  homes.  The  act  contemplated  tlut 
they  should  he  left  there.  What  has  been  the 
practical  oonstruotion  I    Only  one  of  these 

Eons,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
of  the  Kavy,  had  got  back  to  his  tribe, 
imposdble  to  take  them  back  through  im- 
penetrable forests,  and  over  dangerous  rivers 
and  deserts.  They  became,  then,  part  of  tiie 
Uesurado  establishment,  live  at  the  expense, 
and  nnder  the  protection  of  the  United  States. 
This  act  of  1819  has  been  made  the  instrument 
to  carry  into  effect  the  views  of  a  society  to 
establieh  a  colony  at  Litieria,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  and  opinions  of  Congress.  It  appears, 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  that  uiere  is 
a  colony  of  free  Uaeks  which  has  agnngtrom 
Utis  origin. 

By  a  contract  with  the  Department,  nnder 
the  act  of  1819,  forty  laborers  were  sent  to 
Africa  to  prepare  for  these  Afticana.  Thla 
step  was  taken  to  eoaUe  flie  Oolonizatkm  Bo- 
ole^ to  get  a  foothold  with  the  money  oi  the 
United  Btotes,  The  first  colony  was  unfortn- 
Bate,  A  negotiation  was  made  by  the  agent, 
aided  by  an  officer  of  the  Navy.  It  was  a 
negotiation  like  all  others  whidi  are  made 
where  one  party  is  a  civilized  and  powerful 
nation,  and  the  other  a  wealL  miserable,  igno- 
rant, and  wandering  tribe.  Lands  were  pur- 
chased and  occupied.  In  a  Bubsequent  war, 
hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  killed ; 
a  fort  was  erected  by  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  and  arms  and  ammunition  were  pro- 
vided. The  money  of  the  United  States  was 
then  pnt  into  the  hands  of  the  agent,  who  held 
the  donble  office  of  Agent  of  the  Uidted  States 
and  Agent  of  the  Society ;  and  he  hired  the 
colonists  to  work  for  the  twenty-«ght  Afri- 
cans; he  did  not  hire  them  to  eat  for  them, 
although  he  might  have  done  so.  The  next 
step  was  to  declare  war,  in  order  to  pnt  down 
the  slave  trade ;  and  because  a  piratical  attack 
was  made  by  a  ^Moish  vessel,  ttma  poor  rick 


^wnlards  on  shore  were  taken  {RisoMn.  hm^ 
no  charge  agunst  them,  they  were  rdessed; 
and  &k6  agen^  with  great  liberali^,  after  takto; 
away  the&  property,  gave  them  the  fMtj-tbree 
dollars  to  support  themselves,  and  dirided  the 
residae  among  the  captors  and  the  oatiTts. 
The  United  States  is  charged  with  the  biliaoe 
of  this  infamoos  plunder,  about  five  dtriUn 
It  is  said  those  Spaniards  were  gratefol  for  Uu 
blesdngs  they  recaved ;  yet  tiwy  attempted  to 
main  uuir  ttoapt,  Thej  were  so  infaaUi 
to  those  blesrings^  that  thegr  braved  the  horm 
of  the  f(n«8t  to  ewi^  front  them.  They  wm 
taken  by  dave  frctorL  and  scdd  to  a  betoy. 
The  agent  demanded  tbem.  The  auwar  m, 
that  th^  were  purchased.  He  mardwd  Im 
troops  to  the  eooie  of  aoUoi :  but  did  he  tab 
and  restore  them  I  Ko :  if  oe  had  dons  m, 
there  would  have  been  some  excuse;  He  tak- 
verted  the  factory,  and  obtained  some  thiitr 
or  forU^  more  protigea  for  the  United  Bifiia. 
He  did  not  stop  there.  Having  exerriscd  liu 
military  prowess,  he  was  desirous  to  ihow  hii 
prowess  by  ce^tming  all  establishmoits.  Not- 
withstanding the  turceillanee  of  the  a4(mift& 
some  of  these  e8Cflf>ed  and  were  eutnrcd,  ad 
made  slaves.  But  this  happened  to  m  a  itamf 
factory;  and  the  agent  oonid  not  have  saooecdr 
ed  hero,  hut  for  the  ^d  of  two  Cdooibia 
sdiooncrs,  (one  commanded  byC^itain  Oust, 
of  Baltimore.)  A  severe  battle  was  foogU, 
and  we  are  told  of  the  important  serricesof 
these  privateers.  He  read  an  extract  from  the 
letter  complimentary  to  the  Colombians.  Tbt 
consequences  may  be  conceived.  This  rtlier 
establishment  was  subverted  by  men  under  tlM 
flog  of  the  Uidted  States;  and  this  cootnrfto 
the  opinions'of  the  Government.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  understood  the  act  pnasetr 
as  he  QSx.  F.)  did ;  as  intended  to  trmftst 
the  Afncaos  who  are  captored.  Tet  the  spot, 
after  being  instructed  to  use  all  means  toMcd 
these  pewle  hom^  speaks  of  deaartin.  I^* 
Peaoo  offlus  on  the  Govemment  to  send  cot 
a  mOitair  Awee,  ujlag,  that  the  coIobj  ii 
in  danger.  He  read  part  <a  the  letter  d  Ik. 
Feoca 

Aocordbig  to  the  atateanent  of  the  spnl, 
having  by  a  little  address  and  managoncat 

connected  ourselves  with  this  sode^,  ve  aiiBt 
now  send  out  a  military  and  naval  force  U 
defend  the  colomsts.  He  held  in  his  bud  sb 
uiswer  to  one  of  these  splendid  mifitai; 
achievements.  The  agent  has  asked  for  a  it- 
ward  for  those  engaged  in  this  trade.  Be  vsi 
not  content  with  the  tpalia  cpima  foond  on 
the  field  of  battle.  But  this  the  Semtar? 
could  not  swidlow.  In  r^4y,  he  stated  wbii 
waa  the  ol^ect  of  the  act.  It  most  be  obrioi& 
from  all  the  documents,  that  the  ol^t  U 
liberating  and  restoring  the  Africans  is 
practicable.  These  poor  animals  are  legardud 
with  distrust  by  everybody.  The  Crfoniatk* 
Society  is  not  able  to  snpport  them ;  and  if  tli« 
Government  does  not,  they  must  Rink.  InM 
this  sitoation  we  have  bnn^t  them. 


Liberia  Agmteg. 
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The  reply  of  the  Secrotaiy,  while  it  oensnres 
the  coarse  of  the  agent,  does  not  impogn  bis 
notiTcs;  bat  tajtn  he  had  gone  no  farther 
Uuui  to  recapture  Africans,  the  Department 
voold  liaTB  Btutaiiied  him:  bat  he  did  go 
fiittber,  and  the  Society  la  left  to  answer  for 
the  oonseqaenoea.  The  dooUe  eharacter  which 
Ur.  Ashman  fills,  is  thus  oonrenient  for  him. 
IfaDis&ir,  he  ia  Agent  of  the  United  States ; 
if  foal  weather  comes,  he  is  the  A^nt  of  the 
So^tj.  Mr.  F.,  ref;arded  the  Bitoaticm  of 
the  poor  ereatar«s  who  were  sent  to  Hesnrado, 
u  more  lameotahle  than  that  of  the  free  blacks 
of  tlM  United  States.  We  are  told,  hi  one  of 
Ibe  official  reports  of  the  colony,  that  every 
cokoist  reeeiTes  from  one  doUar  to  a  dollar 
lad  I  half  ft  day.  Native  lalxn- can  be  obtained 
Ibrthree  or  Ibor  dollars  a  month.  Thecolo- 
iiiits  let  the  natlTO  labor.  Tha  liberated  Afrl- 
oman  oi^f^ed  In  pabUe  labor,  aod  get  no 
W.  Tbagr  aro  omupelled  to  be  satiftSed  with 
Iheir  ra^Mu,  and  a  little  tobaooo.  The  re- 
aptared  Africans  are  made  hewers  of  wood 
ud  drsveiB  of  water.  A  letter  from  Dr. 
Peaeo  is  the  authority  on  which  this  statement 
ismide. 

He  wished  to  know  on  what  principle  we  are 
pug  to  send  these  180  Africans  included  in 
the  atimates,  to  be  f&l  on  palm-oU,  and  cassada 
ud  tobacco.  But  there  is  an  wpropriation  to 
nppcnt  these  Africans.  Dr.  Peaoo  says,  Uie 
Alhcftos  who  have  been  there  for  more  thim 
i  ;ear,  and  the  cidonists,  support  tboiuelves, 
■od  are  not  of  mnch  expense.  Now,  the 
Afiieaiu,  far  whom  this  appn^riathm  is  asked, 
We  been  there  more  tiwn  a  year.  It  is  a 
mere  &roe  to  talk  of  sending  home  these  re- 
t^>tared  Africans.  The  committee  must  come 
to  I  def  inon,  and  out  Hm  ocmnection  with  this 
GdonizBtion  Society,  or  obtain  the  au^ority 
of  lav.  He  wonld  be  justified  in  calling  this  a 
grov  abase,  if  notice  had  not  been  gtven  of 
tiiis  iDteotion.  In  1819,  the  Prerident  had 
tlirowQ  oat  this  idea,  and  said  he  was  going  to 
update  on  the  subject.  He  repelled  the  in- 
^ooe  that,  all  which  had  been  done  is  le^ 
iKcanse  no  kipdatioa  haa  been  made  to  act 
igainst  it.  E»  hoped  Genend  Gunea  would 
not  be  sent  to  Africa ;  bnt,if  neoessaiy  to  send 
uy,  be  hoped  it  would  be  d<»ke  by  the  tgeaty^ 
<^  1*T.  He  thoa^t  we  ought  to  get  rid  of 
tbe  28  Africans,  if  the  colony  would  not  take 
tbetninto  its  bosom.  It  would  be  better  to 
Mid  them  elsewhere,  at  the  public  expense. 

Ifuk  at  the  possible  cooBegaenoes.  Suppose 
Dpaio,  in  her  wisd(Hn,  should  demand  satisfoc- 
tkm,  and  p^rment  of  her  slaves.  She  has  the 
right.  Can  we  say  this  was  the  act  of  the 
colony,  when  she  can  reply,  it  was  committed 
^tder  the  Bonction  of  Uie  flag  of  the  United 
Btttasi  Spain  will  not  enforce  her  claim  on 
U;  bntsbe  may  go  and  take  vengeanoe  on  the 
Mhny.  Menaced  by  war,  the  oolcmy  cannot 
npport  itseit  The  28  AfricaoL  and  the  180 
^  to  be  sent,  will  perish,  or  im  uain  cap- 
m.  If  they  are  sold^  and  carried  into  dav- 


ery,  on  whose  head  will  be  the  responsibility  ? 
Not  on  the  head  of  Congress.  We  have  dono 
nothing  to  legislate  them  into  this  ritoation. 
We  are  not  uiuler  any  obltga^nfto  stretch  ont 
our  hand  to  prevent  these  ooosequeiwea.  We 
will  do  nothing  to  punish  those  who  repel  the 
a^resnons,  and  to  retaliate  on  them  toe  out- 
rages which  they  have  practised  upon  others. 
The  example  has  been  set  by  the  colonists; 
can  tiiey  complain  if  the  example  be  retorted 
on  them !  We  have  thrown  away  the  Bible, 
and  taken  the  sword ,  thrown  aside  persuasion, 
and  adopted  force ;  and  our  coloniata  must  be 
prepared  for  aH  the  consequences  of  the  meas- 
ure. 

]fr.  Cook  would  not  go  into  a  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Oeor^  in  idt  his  raiwe  of 
remarks,  whidi  were  as  mnch  unlotAed  for  by 
the  House  as  by  him.  We  are  called  <mi  to 
make  an  appropriation,  nnder  an  existing  law, 
to  carry  that  law  into  effect.  He  reminded  the 
committee  that  the  United  States  had  de- 
termined to  set  her  face,  and  array  her  moral 
and  physical  power  against  sUvery.  In  fulfil- 
ment  of  the  powers  confided  to  the  President, 
and  under  his  construction  of  the  act  giving 
authority,  he  had  sent  out  armed  ships.  The 
act  authorizes  the  President  to  transport  out 
of  the  United  States  all  blacks,  mulattoes,  or 
persons  of  color,  to  place  them  under  an  agent, 
and  to  moke  such  rules  as  he  may  think  best 
for  Hut  pnrposo.  Language  could  not  be 
pUner  nor  stronger  than  the  language  of  the 
aot.  In  fulfilment  of  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
the  Preddent,  in  1819,  infonned  the  House 
what  he  had  done.  An  appropriation  of 
100,000  dollars  was  made.  This  had  been  ex- 
hausted. The  power  by  which  this  act  was 
passed,  is  founded  on  the  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution which  refers  to  the  migration  of  sach 
persons.  We  have  aathority  to  restore  them 
to  their  native  land ;  and  now  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  rises  to  oppose  an  appropriation, 
in  an  appropriation  bill,  to  carry  into  efiect  an 
exbting  law.  He  has  been  pleased  to  present 
to  us  a  long  history  of  the  difficulties  which 
this  colony  has  encountered,  and  which,  if 
true,  could  not  affiBet  the  present  qoestion. 

Mr.  MxRCBB  did  expect  that  nnne  remarks 
wotdd  be  made  on  this  subject  1^  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  but  he  thought  they  would 
have  been  made  on  his  resolati<m,  which  he 
thoa^t  was  still  on  the  table,  or  on  some  other 
fit  occasion,  and  not  at  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  at  the  close  of  a  fiM:iguing  day^s  busi- 
ness. The  appropriation  is  asked  for  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Mavy ;  and  the  committee  has 
already  out  down  the  appropriation  lower  than 
he  had  expected.  But  ne  did  not,  above  all,  ex- 
pect that  the  gentleman  would  have  given  tho 
distorted  and  discolored  picture,  which  had 
placed  him  in  a  ntnation  in  which  he  was 
scarcely  fit  to  answer.  He  did  not  expect  to 
hear  that  the  wlU  had  been  ooqnhred  by  decep- 
tion. He  did  not  eroect  to  near  the  colony 
had  beat  settled  by  fisnd,  and  soppnted  Iqr 
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force  of  a  lawless  character.  He  would  en- 
deavor to  do  all  the  justice  in  his  power  to  the 
snl^ect.  In  aJl  human  efforts,  we  find  imper- 
fection in  eveff  step ;  the  exercise  of  oar  will 
is  freqnentljr  but  tne  choice  of  evils.  What 
was  ue  state  of  the  slave  traffic?  Whose 
voice  was  first  raised,  in  this  Hoose,  against  it} 
The  act  of  1807  provided  that  the  A&ican  taken 
shonld  be  placed  in  the  States  into  which  they 
were  taken,  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
State  L^Blatnrefk  It  was  called  an  act  to  pro- 
hlUt  the  trade ;  bnt  its  ^wt  was  merelj  to 
change  it  flxun  a  private  to  a  public  trade.  Tlie 
State  <^  Q«n^  passed  a  W  to  aeU.  The 
State  of  Georgia,  hearing  of  the  existence  of  a 
Ckjonization  Society,  recognized  it  ia  the  law, 
and  provided  that  any  elavee.  about  to  be  so  sold, 
Bhoud  be  given  over  to  the  Society,  on  the 
payment  of  the  expenses.  The  agent  who  went 
to  announce  to  these  Africans  that  they  should 
retnm  home,  experienced  the  most  perfect 
pleasure  ever  enjoyed;  these  unhappy  beings 
hung  around  him,  and  he  ei^oyed  the  purest  of 
human  aatisfaotion.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
tiiey  shonld  be  taught  the  pains  of  ^very  here, 
to  indnoe  liie  wish  to  r^m  to  Uteir  own  conn- 
try.  Condemned  to  die,  do  they  not  kiss  the 
huter.  becaaae  ^xey  think  it  will  convey  them 
to  their  native  land.  He  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  a  man  within  the  sound  of  his  voice, 
who  woiUd  abridge  the  few  enjoyments  of  this 
race.  We  have  naturalized  all  others;  bnt 
have  never  naturalized  a  black ;  and  if  soch  a 
proposition  was  made  in  this  House,  it  would 
be  received  with  feelings  very  different  from 
his  at  this  moment.  We  have  brought  them 
here ;  here  it  is  their  interest  that  they  should 
be  brought.  If  we  believe  Uiat  the  sins  of  the 
fitther  were  visited  on  the  children  to  the  third 
and  fourth  generatitm,  if  we  sincerely  repent  of 
this  evil,  let  us  eradicate  it  He  had  a  list  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-^ght  ressels,  whicii 
oarried  <m  this  itafflo  all  along  the  coast  of  Af- 
rioa.  What  American  enterprise  and  capital 
is  engaged  in  this  traffic,  he  knew  not.  It  was 
carried  on  with  an  art  which  puzzled  the  most 
able  Jodges  to  develop.  We  know  that  this 
trade  has  been  cwiied  on  on  American  account 
Ur.  Hauilton  said  he  was  admonished,  by 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  not  to  do  more  than 
to  explain  an  amendment  whidi  he  meant  to 
offer,  but  which  it  was  not  now  in  order  to 
f>ffer.  He  wished  we  should  act  in  good  faith 
to  the  Africans,  but  should  not  go  beyond  it 
Ho  thought  this  would  meet  all  the  Govern- 
ment is  Donnd  to  do.  We  are  not  bound  to 
support  these  Africans,  after  we  have  trans- 
ported them  to  their  native  land.  He  thought 
this  would  be  the  first  step  towards  the  'decli- 
nation  of  a  compulsory  co-partnership,  vhich 
has  commenced  in  what  he  believed  to  be  a 
serious  fraud,  although  the  motives  were  no 
doubt  good.  But  it  was  something  like  the 
great  contention  in  Christendom  which  was 
found  in  the  days  of  fanaticism.  He  did  not 
Tish  to  prevail  the  co-operators  in  this  aciieme 
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from  following  th^  own  mq^eet  He  Tanld 
not  quarrel  with  them  on  uat  p<Hnt.  But  bt 
was  desirous  that  we  should  keep  in  riev  the 
meaning  of  the  act ;  and  not  suppose,  that,  br 
merely  sending  these  Africans  to  Cspe  Mtfo- 
rado,  a  mere  port,  we  are  fulfilling  iu  ob- 
ject He  had  wished  to  submit  a  propMitina 
with  a  view  to  obtun  the  aid  of  Grest  Bntaio 
to  send  these  persons  to  Sierra  Leone.  At 
present  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollan 
nave  bem  enMnded  nndw  this  act  and  «)t  tvo 
of  Uiese  inuTidnals  have  kissed'thor  utire 
hearths. 

Ur.  JtxBcm  a^d,  part  of  thia  had  beca  ex- 
pended In  the  keeping  of  the  slaves  in  GmpM. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  he  did  not  include  tbc 
sum  appropriated  at  the  last  seasioa.  If  m  do  : 
not  change  our  policy  in  this  respect,  w«  (<hill  \ 
find  that  we  ha>e  planted  a  tronblesonie  pxii 
on  the  shore  of  Africa,  which  it  will  cost  mncb 
gunpowder,  and  much  of  oar  energy,  to  sitp- 
port.    He  believed  that  the  qnestioo  of  the  I 
power  of  Congress  to  adopt  a  system  <^  colo- 
nies wonld  be  involved  in  this  Bnbject.  As 
soon  as  the  great  impediment  in  tite  svennt  of 
resolutions,  the  great  mountain  slide  wbid  | 
stopped  op  the  way,  he  meant  the  resdntioa  of  | 
his  niend  from  North  CaroHna,  dundd  ht&-  i 
posed  of^  he  would  offer  areedation  oo^eto^  I 
ject,  requesting  the  President  to  adopt  a  mpc  i 
which  he  would  point  out,  and  he  would  tba  ', 
leave  the  colony  to  act  for  itself.   Mr.  AAvm 
bad  been  called  a  "military  chieftain."  fle 
was  glad  to  find  this  Government  patKmizins  ' 
military  chieftains.    But  if  another  militarr 
cliieft^  shonld  come  into  power,  he  voold 
give  a  lesson  to  this  military  chieftain  in 
rica  as  to  his  precise  duties,  and  hi»  prirk^ 
to  declare  war  and  peace.    This  hero  Tints 
fifty  dollars  a  head,  and,  while  d«nu)din^  H, 
he  has  a  law  in  his  podcet,  -which  it  reqinM  ' 
no  Justinian  to  ezpUun,  prohibiting  soch  a  c<m- 
duct  Yet  oa  thu  man  his  fiimd  ft«m  Vd^ 
^ia  pnnoattces  a  high  eulogium.  Mr. 
mun  defeated  the  object  of  the  GoverumeDt  in 
a  particular  point.   He  brings  bade  that  re- 
captured Africans  to  hard  labor,  instead  of  send- 
ing them  home ;  and  when  they  attMi^t  u>  p> 
htHue,  tiiey  are  pursued  as  deserters.    Tlx  in- 
tention of  the  Government  is  defeated  br  thii 
individuaL   The  gentleman  had  said  ttus  nun 
displayed  Calenta  worthy  of  the  foonder  of  is 
empire.   For  that  very  reason  we  do  not  wut 
him  there,  where  he  chooses  to  take  into  tii> 
own  hand  the  right  of  m^ing  war  and  pesce. 

He  oonotuded  with  stating  uiat  he  dtaM  d- 
fer  his  amendment  as  soon  as  it  would  be  in 
order;  and  would  follow  up  tiiis  with  a  rcsi^ 
tion  calUng  on  the  Presidoit  to  ^e  fofunas- 
tlon,  from  which  it  would  be  Bern  wbeth*'  ^ 
be  proper  to  keep  up  this  society. 

Mr.  WnMS  sua :  tne  committee  would  rcnten- 
ber  that,  at  an  early  stage  of  tliis  session,  hvioit 
the  snljeot  had  been  offered,  or  perhaps  tlioo^t 
of^  in  any  other  quarter,  he  had  rn^tfiillji 
althon^  nnaoccwftUlyi  irttempted  to  draw  tbi 
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ittoitkn  of  CoDgresa  to  a  snt^eot  very  closely 
anuwcted  with,  and  intfflKledf  iiad  it  mcceed- 
id,  u  «  sabstitQte  for  the  present  udewaj  ap- 
pn^iriadoD,  (as  it  had  been  styled,)  he  bad 
1^  to  r^se  a  committee  to  inquire  into  and 
report  hoir  far  it  woold  be  ezpeutent  to  go  in 
aiaof  tbe  transportatioa  of  soch  free  peo^e  of 
color  u  might  wish  to  go  to  Liberia,  or  to  other 
parts  of  Africa,  the  land  of  their  fother^  whereL 
wAer  providence,  they  might  not  only  afford 
timely  but  efGctent  aid  to  save  tim  little  colony 
d  their  brethren,  but  might  also  find  cause 
to  r^oice,  even  in  their  day,  from  beholding 
maud  them  the  comforts  of  civilization,  and 
tbe  UesHDgs  of  light  and  life  diffhsed  through 
tbeir  instromraitairty.  And  here  he  asked  ue 
oaimut2e&  whether  thus  ctdooizin^  the  whcde 
coHt  of  Anioa  would  not  be  more  likely  to  put 
a  aqi  to  the  slave  trade  than  the  plan  now 
idopCed,  or  any  other  that  could  be  devised ; 
itteaded,  too,  as  it  wonld  be,  with  tbe  least 
po^Ue  expenditure  of  blood  or  treasure,  and, 
it  tbe  same  time,  would  be  relieving  us  from 
m  etil  growing  out  of  an  intermingling  of  a 
.free  blsdc  and  slave  population,  uowhere  de- 
aiible,  everywhere  calamitous.  He  would  also 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  remindiag  an  hon- 
orable member  of  the  Iloose,  who,  when  he 
had,  on  one  occasion,  respectfully  called  for  a 
tontiderstion  of  a  certain  resolution,  demanded 
a^Ttsbn^  that  he  envied  him  not  for  his  dis- 
{KMtion;  that  where  he  intended  a  mortifica- 
tion, by  showing  that  he  stood  alone,  he  hod 
lirea  bim  reason  to  ^^joice,  because  it  most 
clearly  evinced,  what  would  at  all  times  delight 
bL<  heart  to  know,  viz :  that  he  had  not  only 
snfficieat  strength  ofibrod  him,  but  that  he  wag 
viiliog  to  use  it  in  the  conscientious  discharge 
<^bis  duty,  however  unsupported  he  might  find 
bimself  by  others.  lie  rejoiced  to  be  able,  as 
be  xas  bold  here  to  declare,  that  the  greatest 
ibare  of  happiness  he  experienced  was  derived 

tliose  few  facts  of  willing  obedience  to  tho 
directioos  of  that  spirit,  ever  victorious  with 
luni.  vfao  shall  look  with  honest  Sincerity  with- 
it  bis  own  breast,  for  a  true  and  faithful  mon- 
ihv-  He  bad  last  year  refused  to  vote  Ua  the 
n-^^opriotioD  of  the  nnezpected  balance  of 
tbe  original  |150,000  that  had  been  voted  for 
^  o^«ct,  because  he,  Uke  the  gentleman  from 
jOwRia,  was  then  under  a  mistaken  opinion. 
That  hooorable  member  had,  however,  removed, 
hr  las  argoments,  this  day  offered  the  House, 
t^aj  remiuning  doubt  on  his  mind,  and  he 
VM  now  satisfi«l  he  ought  to  vote  for  the  ap- 
pn^riation  called  for.  And  why!  Because 
tlus  colony  at  Liberia—this  little  handful  of 
Dien  (three  or  four  hundred  only) — had  so  con- 
ducted themselves  by  tho  authority  and  advice 
of  those  accredited  agents  of  this  Government, 
to  matter  wheUier  justifiably  or  uiijuatifiably 
*>%nd,  that  they  bad  become  endangered, 
bootly  enduigered,  from  tlie  joint  efforts  of 
tbe  utlrea,  and  the  merciless  slave  traders; 

tliat  their  only  protection  rested  on  the 
ana,  flmmgnitj^na,  and  rations  thus  pledged 


and  heretofore  afforded  them.'  What  istiien  to 
be  dcaie,  dr  t  Are  we,  after  ha^ng  been,  bow-  « 
ever  nnintaitiraiaUy,  the  Instrnment  in  ti^ns  In- 
volving them,  at  once  to  cut  <fS  their  only 
chance  of  escape,  and  thereby  become  their 
mnrdererSj  by  leaving  them  urns  situated,  to 
meet  inevitable  destruction,  rather  than  grant 
Ihe  pittance  asked  for!  He  trusted  not:  at 
least,  he  wonld  clear  his  own  skirts  of  their 
blood ;  and,  thereby,  discharae  a  duty  he  owed 
to  God  and  hnmanity,  by  voting  ior  the  ^>pro- 
priation. 

Kr.  Kbbmeb  said,  there  was  certainly  a  time 
for  all  thintra ;  a  time  to  speak,  and  a  time  to 
be  nlent  He  had  hoped  the  committee  would 
rise,  and  take  the  bill  into  the  House.  Kow, 
as  he  found  hia  motion  for  the  riMog  o£  the 
committee  was  not  carried,  he  hoped  the  oom- 
mittee  wonld  excuse  him  if  he  mHA  a  fiew 
words.  He  did  not  Udnk  that  the  law  abould 
be  a  sanction  for  this  af>|Htipriation,  any  more 
than  that  a  wrong,  oommitteo.  many  years  ago, 
derived  sanctity  from  age.  He  tiioaght  Mr. 
Asbmnn  hod  abont  as  much  purity  of  motive  as 
the  reformer  who  went  to  South  America  to 
teach  religion,  witb  a  bible  in  one  hand,  and 
a  Bword  in  the  other.  He  had  once  thought 
there  was  disinterestedness  in  great  men ;  but 
experience  had  taught  him  that  this  was  a  mere 
dream  of  foncy.  David,  the  pious,  tender- 
hearted little  Pavid,  sent  his  captains  to  the 
war,  while  he  ataid  at  home  with  Batliaheba; 
and  ordered  Joab  to  p^ace  Uriah  in  the  front  of 
tiie  batUe,  and  not  to  let  him  return  alive.  He 
looked  at  the  ^toation  of  these  Afticans  m  their 
own  country,  as  well  as  in  this  country.  We 
say  we  are  all  the  children  of  one  common  par- 
on^  that  we  meet  at  the  communion  table, 
and  are  fit  to  go  together  into  the  presence  of 
God ;  bnt  will  we  allow  them  to  meet  us  in  our 
own  parlors  ?  No ;  that  is  another  thing.  He 
referred  to  tbe  course  which  bad  been  token  on 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Saundkbb.  It  was  a  sim- 
ple question,  and  might  have  been  plainly  an- 
swered. We  were  told  in  this  discussion  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  had  never  been  assailed. 

Satdbdat,  Febmary  24. 

Maelcerel  Fuhery. 

Mr.  ToMiiNsoN,  from  tho  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  tfie  following  bill : 

"A  BILL  to  authorize  the  licensing  of  ships  and 
vesseU  to  be  employed  In  the  mackerel  fishery. 

"&it  enacted,  ote.  That,  from  and  after  the  thir* 
Ueth  day  of  April  next,  it  sbaU  be  the  duty  of  tbe 
Collector  of  the  District  to  which  any  ship  or  ves* 
eel  may  t>eIong,  on  an  application  for  that  purpose, 
by  the  master  or  owner  thereof,  to  grant  a  license 
for  carrying  on  the  mackerel  fishery,  to  such  ship  or 
veasel,  in  the  form  prescribed  in  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  for  enrollihg  and  licensing  ehips  or  ve^ncla 
to  be  employed  in  the  coaatlng  trade  nod  fishericii, 
and  for  regulating  the  same  :*  Provided^  That  all 
tbe  provisions  of  said  act,  respecting  the  Ucenring 
of  ships  and  vessels,  for  the  coasting  trade  and  fish* 
eiies,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  applicabk  to 
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UceniKis  and  to  veaaelB  licensed  for  carrying  oa  the 
xuckerel  flflhery." 

Hr.  ToMCiNBOH  briefly  expluned  the  nature  of 
the  bill.  Bjr  the  law,  as  it  now  stood,  licenses 
were  granted  for  vessels  engaged  In  the  coast- 
ing trade  wd  cod  fishing,  and,  in  order  to  ob* 
tun  the  bounty  allowed  on  Uiat  fishery,  the 
oMmants  are  required  to  make  oath,  that  the^ 
would  not  be  engaged,  except  in  the  coasting 
toade  and  cod  fiuiery.  Since  the  passage  of 
fliia  law,  a  fishery  for  mackerel  has  arisen,  and 
was  fast  becoming  a  valuable  branch  of  trade ; 
bat  those  engaged  in  it  were  deprived  of  the 
boonty  by  the  terms  of  the  oath.  This  state 
of  things  had  been  represented  by  abont  sev- 
enty respectable  petitioners  who  prayed  that 
the  terras  of  the  oath  might  be  so  utered  aa  to 
cover  Uie  mackerel  aa  well  aa  the  cod  fishery. 
Th9  floniplea  of  these  penona  onght  to  be  re- 
qtected  and  reUeved.  If  the  law  was  Buffered 
to  remain  as  it  now  stood,  there  was  reason  to 
apprehend  that  tnads  woold  be  committed, 
and  that  vessels  engaged  in  the  mackerel  trade 
woald,  by  indirect  means,  obtain  the  bounty 
g^ven  by  law  to  those  engaged  in  the  cod  fishery. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  reading 
onlitmdf^. 


Hamrtt  Febraary  26. 
Claim  widfr  the  Florida  Treaty. 

The  nonse  resolved  itself  into  a  Oonunlttee 
of  the  \7hole,  Kr.  £^ut,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill "  making  provinon  for  the 
settlement  of  snndry  claims  under  the  Florida 

Treaty." 

(This  bill  involvea  the  important  dtUm  of 
Mr.  Heads,  and  provides  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  direct  the  Third  Anditor  to 
examine  and  liquidate  all  such  claims,  under 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty,  as  were  re- 
jected by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  want 
of  the  documentary  evid^ce  which  the  Span- 
ish Government  was  bound  to  fomish,  and 
which  had  been  demanded  Iqr  the  Uidted 
Statea,  but  not  received  befbre  the  6th  Jane, 
1824.  That  the  Third  Anditor  shall  be  ev- 
ened by  Uie  rales  vi  ouunination  and  liquida- 
tion established  by  s^d  Board ;  and  that  of  the 
daims  which  he  shall  a^dge  to  be  valid,  there 
shall  be  pud  from  the  Treasury  the  same  pro- 
portionate amount  as  was  paid  on  the  daims 
allowed  by  said  Board.  The  bill  also  provides 
for  the  compensation  of  the  Third  Aoditor  for 
the  servicee  required.) 

The  report  of  the  committee  npcmtikesal^ect 
was  read,  when — 

Mr,  FoBSTTn  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  leave  the  liquidation  of  these  daims  to  "  any 
three  Auditors  of  the  Treasury,"  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  t^e  United  States, 
instead  of  leaving  it  to  "  the  Third  Au£tor.** 

The  amendment  having  been  read — 

Mr.  F.  observed,  that  the  object  of  the  pres- 
ent bill  waa  to  give  an  opportunity  to  those 
persosis  who  had  claims  upon  the  Spanish  Gov- 


pteouT,  un. 

emment,  which  had  been  assonwd  by  the  Gor- 
emment  of  the  United  States,  bat  i^  hd 
been  preduded,  by  want  (tf  time,  from  presat- 
ing  them  to  the  Board  of  Ctnumianonen  mi- 
der  the  Spanish  Treaty  to  try  the  vsliditT  cf 
those  claims.  The  Select  Committee  wliidi  hid 
been  appointed  on  this  subject,  hid  Mdsfied 
themselves  that  the  clums  of  the  petsotu  named 
in  the  bill  never  had  a  fair  and  adeqoite  am- 
ination,  and  that  this  waa  not  owing  to  uy 
fault  or  neglect  of  theirs,  but  to  dnnmutaaoci 
over  which  they  had  no  control.  The  Coot- 
missioners  who  wero  awointed  under  tbs 
treaty  for  the  oesuon  of  Florida,  had  inilied 
to  the  Bpaniflh  Government  Ibr  e<qntt  of  Ai 
papers  required  by  the  daimants^  as  eridoM 
in  sapport  of  their  clai ma,  and  corrcspondeBtB- 
stmeK<nu  bad  been  riven  hf  the  hmrm 
Government,  to  our  Jlinister  at  the  Court  of 
Spain,  to  oUain  them ;  but,  owing  to  the  n- 
setUed  state  of  the  country,  our  jTuustn  bid 
been  deprived  of  all  <q^Ktftaid^  to  make  the 
demand,  nntil  the  three  years  limited  bj  the 
treaty  for  the  establishment  of  soch  dsims  bid 
so  nearly  expired  that  tJiere  waa  no  time  irft 
for  their  presentation  to  the  Board  of  Onh 
missiouerfl.  The  causes  which  had  thu  de- 
tained our  Minister  were  of  pnblio  notoriety. 
The  Government  had  been  drivoi  l>efoR  ibe 
French  armies  from  Madrid  to  Seville,  kkI  bm 
Seville  to  Cadis,  and  he  had  been  jvenottd 
the  blockade  from  landing  at  the  latter  pbn 
till  what  was  called  in  Spain  the  oonntcrnTtf- 
Intion  had  taken  pUee,  and  Ibis  event  did  Kt 
h^ipen  Ull  near  Uie  close  of  the  last  ycir  al- 
lowed by  the  treaty  for  the  establisluHot  d 
American  dums.  Hence  the  evidence  io  sii*- 
port  of  these  daims  had  never  been  EDboutted 
to  vaj  tribunaL  All  that  was  intended  b?  the 
bill  waa  to  provide  such  a  tribunal  for  tbnr 
examinarion,  in  order  that  the  claimants  mieltt 
have  judgment  in  their  camw.  He  bad  pro- 
posed the  amendment  with  a  view  to  irnla 
security,  believing  it  more  proper  tut  de- 
mands of  snch' magnitude  ^ould  be  psned 
ou  by  a  court  coDsiatiDg  ctf  mwe  thn  oh 

Oumnsiro  nwe  to  pot  a  ringk  qo» 
tion  to  the  honoraUe  gentleman  fhu  GeA^ 
It  was,  whether  his  o^eet  waa  not  to  n-orp^ 
ize  a  Board  of  OommiancHiers  to  examine  Spuf 
ish  claims  t 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said,  in  reply,  that  his  olg'ct 
was  to  create  a  tribunal  for  soch  ddmsool?!* 
arose  in  consequence  of  a  ntm-fulfilntent  of  the 
treaty  with  Spun  in  1819.  An  article  in  tint 
1  reaty  Innits  the  duration  of  the  CtMnmiisiMi  i<x 
deciding  on  daims  by  American  dtiiens,  agun^ 
the  Spanish  Government,  to  three  years,  nd 
provides  for  the  furnishing  of  copies  of  iD  o^ 
Sdal  p^>er8  in  the  poweesiwi  of  the  Smvsb 
Governnimt,whenreqaiiitetotiieestsbliiiin>«>ii 
ofthoeedraas.  In  some  casestt  Isa  qvestiM, 
whether  the  fidlure  to  establish  claims  is  not  ^ 
tributable  to  the  neglect  the  GoveranKOt « 
Spain;  bnt  in  that  of  Hende  itwas  ponlj* 
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misfortane,  in  which  no  oolpabilitr  attaches  to 
■or  one;  dramnstioieeB,  over  which  neither  the 
cbnnant,  the  Gorenment  of  Spain,  not  that  of 
&6  United  States  had  any  control,  having  {hw- 
jmted  the  estabtiahnMut  of  the  daim  wiuiin 
the  allotted  time. 

Hr.  WioKUFFK  thoDght  that  the  House 
oD^t  not  thnA,  at  the  heel  of  a  ses^on,  to  be 
etlled  oa  to  legislate  upon  this  class  of  claims. 
For  his  part,  he  was  not  in  possession  of  a  saf- 
finentlj  accurate  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  claima  referred  to,  nor  coald  he 
jodce  how  far  the  Crovemmfflit  might  become 
liiUe  hj  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  for  anght  that 

riared,  it  might  be  to  an  immense  amount ; 
extrat  of  it  was,  it  seemed,  to  be  left  to  a 
fadga  Goremment  to  determine.  The  Got- 
mment  of  this  ooantry  had  vodertakeD,  in 
tbe  Florida  treaty,  to  satisfy  oUdtns  of  Uidted 
Stttes  citizens  agiunst  Sp^n,  to  the  amount  of 
in  nuUions  of  dollars,  on  condition  that  Flor- 
ida should  be  ceded  to  the  United  States ;  aod 
aboard  of  Ooramis^oners  had  been  established 
ior  tbe  iiarpose  of  examining  and  passing  on 
tbe  Talidity  of  those  claims.  They  had  per- 
formed the  dnty  assi^ed  them,  and  had  dis- 
tribnted  the  whole  of  the  five  millions  among 
nrioas  American  claimants.  That  fnnd  was 
wboUy  exhausted.  One  clium  is  now  presented 
to  the  amoant,  as  he  understood,  of  npwnrds 
km  hundred  thousand  dollars,  aod  others 
in  included  in  the  bill,  to  what  amonni  be 
WM  Bt  a  loss  even  to  eoi^jeoture.  Of  one  ftet, 
koweTBT,  he  was  tliorou^r  satisfied,  and  that 
w.  that  many  claims  had  been  passed  by  that 
Board,  which,  had  they  been  judged  of  by  their 
merits  alone,  mnst  have  been  promptly  rejected. 
But  the  CiHnmiasioners  were  bound  by  uie  let- 
ter of  the  treaty,  and  had  considered  them- 
tdres  compelled  to  pass  them.   Now,  said  Ur. 

it  seems,  a  new  Board  is  to  be  created,  to 
consist  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Treasury,  and  this 
WW  Board  is  to  decide  these  claims  upon  evi- 
deoee  derived  from  the  Spanish  Government. 
Bot  that  Groverument  is  not  liable  for  the  ac- 
ooracf  with  which  this  evidence  is  to  be  fur- 
pidud;  Uuj  have  no  interest  in  presenting  it 
in  t  Ur  and  etjuitahle  manner.  All  they  will 
fnliBbly  do,  will  be  to  fhniish  Bnoh  evMenoe 
■s  ii  called  for  by  the  clamant,  and  no  more. 
^  deciMon  will,  therefore,  be  made  virtually 
on  a  parte  evidence.  He  thought  these  reasons, 
of  thenuelves,  condunve  why  the  House  should 
not  now  nrovide  for  paying  dums  on  such  an 
wtri  He  would,  therefore,  move  that  the 
committee  should  rise.  He  had  not  expected 
that  the  House  was  to  be  deluged,  at  this  late 
luDr  of  the  session,  with  old  claims  tiiat  had 
Wn  once  rejected.  He  moved,  acoordiugly, 
tl^  the  comniitte«  now  rise. 

Ur.  DwiGOT  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tQckj  to  withdraw  bis  motion  for  a  few  mo- 
Dients;  to  which  ICr.  Wtoufts  consented,  nn- 
^^■tanding  it  to  be  on  the  condition  that,  when 
Mr.  BwiGHT  had  concluded  Us  xemarks,  he 
*«U  make  a  Bfani]ar  motion. 


[H.  or  B. 

Hr.  DwiQRT  then  observed  that  this  claim 
was  of  a  sacred  character ;  it  was  one  of  those 
which  the  Spanish  Government  had  stipidated 
should  be  paid  by  that  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  allowance  of  It  would  not  open  a  door 
to  controversy  with  a  foreign  nation,  as  might 
be  objected  against  similar  dums  on  the  French 
Government.  By  onr  treaty  with  Spfda  we 
obtained  the  c^on  of  the  Floridas,  which  were 
worth,  already,  five  times'  the  amount  of  all 
our  claims  on  that  Government.  Gentlemen 
need  not,  therefore,  be  alarmed  at  the  amount 
involved  in  the  present  bill.  The  amount  bad 
nothing  to  do  with  the  principle  of  the  claim. 
If  the  claim  was  jtist  in  principle,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment was  able  to  pay  it,  the  amount  would 
form  no  valid  ol^eotion,  were  it  tui  times  as 
sreat.  The  daim  had  not  been  ai^ndioated 
by  the  oommisdoa  ct  1831,  only  because  the 
prooft  could  not  be  produced  in  time,  tiiougfa 
they  had  been  seasonably  applied  for.  "Too 
gentleman  had  spoken  vith  dread  of  the  num- 
ber and  amount  of  other  claims  in  the  bill,  be- 
sides that  of  Kr.  Heade.  He  would,  in  reply, 
read  to  the  House  a  written  statement  of  the 
whole  of  them ;  they  amounted  to  bat  five  in 
all,  and  were  of  no  great  amount. 
[Here  If  r.  D.  read  thft  statement  referred  to.] 
Ihe  claim  of  Meade,  whatever  might  be  its 
amount,  was  indisputably  included  in  the  pro- 
viuons  of  the  treaty  of  cession.  A  question, 
as  would  be  remembered,  had  arisen  in  relation 
totluitoesHon,viz:  vhetiier  it  would  be  recog- 
nized, or  not,  by  tbe  Cortes  t  The  gentleman 
who  Is  now  Chdrman  of  the  Select  Committee 
(Mr.  FoBSTTn)  was  at  that  time  our  Hiuiater  to 
the  •Court  d  Spain ;  and  he  had  been  personal- 
ly told  by  several  of  the  icfluentid  members 
of  the  Cortes,  who  called  upon  him,  that  the' 
rec(^ition  of  the  cession  would  depend  on  the 
payment  of  these  claims  by  the  American  Gov- 
ernment. Tbe  cession  was  recognized  as  well 
by  the  Cortes  as  by  the  subsequent  Grovemment ; 
and  the  clum  before  the  House  had,  therefore, 
a  sacred  character,  making  its  appeal,  in  a  for- 
cible manner,  to  the  national  fitiui.  It  would, 
doubtless,  have  been  passed  by  the  Oommis6i<m- 
ers,  had  tiie  evidence  applied  for  been  received 
b<ia  Spain,  in  time  to  examine  and  toactnpon 
it  The  application  for  it  was  made  foturtoen 
months  previous  to  the  presentation  of  the 
claim.  It  was  demanded  from  Spain  by  the 
American  Government,  and  would  have  been 
procured  and  presented  in  time,  had  not  Mr. 
Nelson,  our  Minister,  who  went  out  as  succes- 
sor to  Mr.  Forsyth,  been  prevented  from  pre- 
senting himself  to  the  Spanish  Government  by 
the  blockade  of  Cadiz.  The  commission,  it 
would  be  particularly  noticed,  sat  long  enough 
to  have  received  and  passed  upon  the  Sponi^ 
evideuce,  had  the  demand  been  made  when  Mr. 
Nelson  first  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Spidn ;  but 
his  being  prevented  from  landing  by  the  French 
blockadmg  force,  oeeadoned  the  delay  wldch 
bos  proved  ruinous  to  this  daimant.  The  com- 
miitton  dosed  without  allowing  his  dum;  but 
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it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  said^  that  the 
dium  had  been  rejected  by  the  Commissioners ; 
for  they  never  examined  the  proofs  on  -which  it 
rested.  We  have,  in  the  meanwhile,  obtained 
the  Floridas,  and  twenty  millions  would  this 
day  be  too  small  a  price  for  them.  Were  the 
United  States  to  pay  three,  four,  or  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  these  cliumanta,  they 
would  still  be  vast  gainers  by  the  bargwn.  As 
to  the  tribunal  before  whom  the  proofs  were 
proposed  to  be  laid,  it  was  notorious  to  all  men 
that  no  ofiScers  were  more  keen^ighted,  rigid, 
and  scmpulona,  than  the  offioen  m  tiie  Tr^s- 
nry — they  have  even  been  censured  for  the 
rigor  with  which  they  Judged  of  all  clfUms 
tnatcame  before  them.  We  have,  he  repeated, 
received  the  compensation  from  Spain,  for  al- 
lowing and  paying  these  claims  of  our*own 
citizens ;  and  if  the  Honae  dared  to  refuse  the 
just  demand  of  an  American  citizen  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, he  would  only  say  they  dared  to 
do  flagrant  injustice.  Here  were  services  of 
a  very  important  character,  rendered  by  one  of 
onr  citizens  to  Spain,  and  that  under  circum- 
stances the  most  trying  that  could  beima^ned; 
for  this  claimant  had  been  two  years  m  the 
most  odious  and  irksome  confinement  in  a 
Spanish  dungeon.  If  fiis  Government  could 
refuse  to  compensate  lum,  they  would  be  less 
Jnst  than  that  of  Spain;  for  she  acknowledged 
the  debt,  and  would  have  pud  it,  had  we  not 
assumed  the  obligation.  He  was  persuaded 
that  this  imputation  could  never  be  deliberately 
incurred  by  on  American  Congress. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  now  s<ud,  that  the  more  ho 
hoard  of  this  claim,  tlie  more  he  was  confirmed 
in  the  correctness  of  his  former  opinion  respect- 
ing it.  How  many  gentlemen,  of  all  those  pres- 
ent, had  looked  into  the  documents  accompany- 
ing this  claim  f  Were  gentlemen  satisfied  that 
it  ever  ought  to  have  b^n  paid  under  the  Flor- 
ida Treaty,  or  was  covered  by  its  provisions  1 
Were  they  prepared  to  say  that  this  Govern- 
ment b  liable  to  make  good  the  claims  of  its  cit- 
isena  on  ^win  out  of  other  funds  besides  the 
five  millfons  pledged  by  the  treaty  f  And  if 
the  bill  passes  this  House,  is  there  the  least 
probability  that  it  will  pass  the  otlier  branch 
of  the  National  Legislature!  Is  it  right,  at  so 
late  a  period  as  this,  with  such  a  mass  of  mat- 
ter pressing  for  the  attention  of  the  House,  to 
attempt  to  settle  a  principle  of  so  much  im- 
portance? As  to  the  equity  of  the  claim,  de- 
rived from  the  value  of  the  Florida  purchase, 
he  thonglit  there  was  very  little  weight  in  that 
ailment;  for  he  was  inclined  to  tliink  the 
Government  had  been  worsted  in  the  negotia- 
tion. They  had  paid  five  millions  in  claims — 
and  when  to  this  should  be  added  the  expense 
ot  Burveying,  he  believed  that  it  would  turn 
out  tlwt  wo  liad  got  but  a  sorry  bai^n. 

Mr.  W.  now  renewed  his  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  motion  previUled — ayes  83,  noes  66. 

And  the  committee  having  risen,  and  aiked 
leave  to  sit  again,  leave  was  roAued. 


The  bill  having  been  reported,  tosethcr  wiA 

Kr.  Forsttu'b  amendment,  to  the  Hoose, 

Mr.  WcRTS  said  that  it  would  be  imposaUe 
to  do  justice  to  the  discnssion  of  the  bill,  with- 
out having  some  reference  to  the  ai^nmnt 
which  hod  been  adduced,  while  it  was  in  em- 
mittee;  and  though  tliia,  he  knew,  w«  not 
strictly  regular,  he  hoped  it  would  be  peraiittcil 
by  the  Chair  from  the  consideration  he  bad 
mentioned.   The  argument  of  the  gentlenun 
from  Kentucky  came  too  late ;  the  eqnirileiit 
for  these  claims  had  already  been  received,  ud  i 
it  was  too  much  to  a^  that  an  Anmican  cit- 
izen was  to  be  consigned  to  irretrievable  nin, 
while  the  oonntnr  had  rec^Ted,  and  wvei^* 
ing,  a  benefit  ceded  to  it  on  the  express  ccimB- 
tion  that  Spiun's  debt  to  him  ahoold  be  pod  V  I 
his  own  Government.  I 
The  gentleman  had  borne  a  very  conqncnou  i 
port,  in  a  late  debote,  about  the  paltry  rain  of  I 
120,000.   Now,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  shonld  hold  ; 
up  his  hands  against  the  gentleman^s  consnmii^ 
so  much  of  the  time  of  the  House  on  sach  a  I 
matter  ss  that,  and  refuse  to  give  an  honrloa 
claim  like  the  present,  so  sacred  in  its  character, 
so  lorge  in  its  amount^  and  of  such  rital  itnfor- 
tanco  to  one  of  our  own  citizens.  The  genile* 
man  oaks,  who  has  read  the  docnnents  io  this 
cose  9   And  is  a  just  claim  to  be  r^«ctfd  be- 
cause gentlemen  have  not  read  tliedocmoMrtsf 
Why  have  they  not  read  thcmf  The  iotn- 
ments  have  long  been  printed  and  laid  do  the 
gentlemen's  tables.   When  is  the  time  to  come 
when  they  will  choose  to  read  them !  Are  tbej  i 
to  defer  it  till  the  claimant  is  in  his  grrrt  mi 
his  children  come  here  and  find  xb  mj  had- 
ed ?  When  the  treaty  was  negotiated  by  whirh 
this  country  hos  ocqnired  the  Florida^  this  i 
gentiemon  was  a  merchant  under  the  SpaDL«li 
Government.   He  had  a  claim  on  that  Govero- 
ment  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  just;  itwai 
not  for  spoliations,  but  for  matters  of 
When  the  treaty  was  concluded  the  United 
States  agreed  to  exonerate  Bpdn  from  ill  oU- 
gation  to  pay  this  and  other  claims  of  onrnto- 
zens  ag^nst  her;  bnt  Mr.  Hrade,  inriead  of 
availing  himself  of  this  provision,  petiUowi 
on  the  contary,  that  he  might  not  be  considwo 
OS  included  within  it,  but  might  be  Irft  to  fight 
his  own  cause  with  the  Spanish  GoTeniiwnt 
pingle  handed.   Tliis  was  refused  him,  and  the 
Government  of  tlio  United  States,  for  poipftf' 
and  views  of  its  own,  included  his  clairo  within 
the  treaty  stipulation,  exonerated  Spun  frno 
the  payment  of  it,  and  took  upon  itwlf  to 
it  out  of  the  fond  it  had  by  that  tren^yiwently 
acquired. 

The  gentleman  *W>m  Kwitnctr  hid  saw.  J 
insinuatett,  that  the  testimmiy  m  soif^^-T 
this  claim  was  not  of  a  satisfactory  kind-  1» 
gentleman  was  entirely  mistaken.  TU  ot*^ 
tion  of  the  Commissioners  did  not  rest  on  w 
chu-aeter  of  the  testimony,  bnt  on  p«™ 
wholly  distinct  fhrni  it.  In  sopport  of 
assertion  he  would  beg  leave  to  refer  w 
gentleman  and  the  House  to  a  writlea  <!>>>>' 
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MitM$  Claim  mitr  At  Florida  TWaQr. 


[H.  or  B. 


ioD  of  One     the  Oomtoiaaionarg  to  the  om- 

tnij. 

[Mr.  Wdkis  hen  read  the  oinnion  of  me  of 
file  OxiuiiiaBioners.] 

Koir,  asked  Kr.  W.,  will  the  gentleman  from 
luitDdcf  rifle  in  his  place  and  saj,  that,  after 
iDchaa  ffiomin^oQ  and  snch  an  expression 
ofopioioa  bjr  one  of  the  officers  of  this  Qovera- 
mtaty  men  vho  had  no  conceivable  interest  in 
the  decision,  and  who  were  of  known  talent 
ind  integrity,  that  the  claim  shall  at  once  be 
Kjected  ?  that  no  tribunal  shall  be  allowed  to 
eumiDe  and  decide  npon  it? 

It  was  a  claim  which  bad  been  presented 
pricff  to  tlie  date  of  the  treat7,  and  the  officers 
ef  the  Spanish  GoTemroent  had  allowed  and 
idinitted  it;  bat  Spain  lingered  in  the  paj-- 
Bttot;  it  has  been  teansTerred  to  the  Gumm- 
jmt  of  the  United  States,  and  deferred,  from 
teisoii  till  aeason,  till  at  length  we  are  tuld  the 
Cnited  States  is  not  hound  to  par  it.  All  the 
or^iDal  pwers  Hr,  Meade  was  oUiged  to  sur- 
ren^  to  tne  Spanish  Government,  when  bis 
eUim  was  orged  there ;  thej  were  ^tribnted 
tbroQf^  the  Departments  of  the  Spanish  Got- 
miiiMDt,  and  there  thej  still  remain.  The 
CommiMioners,  esteeming  themselves  bound 
to  rtqnire  these  originals,  apprised  Hr.  Ueado 
tlut,  hqUI  these  should  beprodnoed,  thej  could 
not  adnut  bis  claim.  He,  in  consequence, 
made  immediate  ^pUcatioa  for  them  to  the 
fipanisli  Government;  bnt,  from  <^«iimsUuices 
vhkb  had  already  been  stated  to  the  nonae, 
beoonldnotobt^tbraninaidtsliletime.  The 
miUioiis had  all  been  paid  awaj';  andbe 
TO  tlins,  without  an/  &nlt  or  neglect  of  his 
ova,  atirdj  ezdnded.  Thns  Ae  Government 
his,  in  flSect,  taken  the  property  of  this  Ameri- 
m  citizen,  allied  it  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Iloridas,  and  now  refuse  to  pay  him  for  it,  or 
even  to  ^>point  a  tribunal  where  he  maj  have 
*£urhearmg.  Is  not  this  monstrous?  Slioll 
I,  uked  Mr.  W.,  take  the  money  out  of  that 
leaUemau's  pocket,  use  it  to  buy  a  fium  for 
myself,  or  my  children,  and  when  he  a^ks  re- 
pajmeut,  and  offers  to  prove  how  much  I  took, 
^  I  uj,  because  I  am  stronger  t'-on  he, 
that  I  will  not  pay  hinu  or  even  suffer  him  to 
Vnn  bis  demand  ?  Must  this  dwnumt,  after 
vaiting  with  patience  at  our  door  for  years, 
when  at  length  hia  bill  has  come  up  for  con- 
nderation,  be  told  that  his  just  claim  is  de- 
ferred for  yet  a  year  longer?  He  is  not  a 
fOBn^  man ;  he  was  once  wealthy ;  he  is  not 
K>  now ;  we  hold  his  property ;  all  he  asks  is 
a  tribnoal,  and  a  hearing.  Shall  he  be  turned 
off  and  told  to  wait  till  another  Congress  shall 
conaderhia  case?  I  trust  not.  I  trust  there 
Benongh  of  justice  in  this  Congress,  to  say 
^lie  has  waited  long  enough;  that  his  day 
of  DetratR  shall  be  set,  his  judges  appointed, 
^  liis  dbim  fully  and  fairly  examined.  Itr. 

eoDclnded  with  an  apology  for  the  eameat- 
Q«»  be  had  betrayed,  and  the  time  he  had 
uudveiteatly  occupied,  but  he  should  fbel  that 
he  hadbeea  wanung  to  the  rights  of  soon- 


Btitnent  and  of  an  American  citizeni  had  fae  le- 
mdned  tSleaty  and  suffered  the  rental  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  pass  without 

reply. 

Mr.  Aboiikb  said,  that  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Select  Gonmiittee  to  whom  this  dum  had 
been  referred,  and  he  had  given  it  a  careful 
examination.  The  gentleman  from  Eentoeky 
was  mistaken  in  both  the  points  he  had  taken. 
He  supposes  the  Hotise  is  not  now  prepared 
to  pass  this  bill — ^If  not,  when  would  it  be  pre- 
pared ?  The  bill  had  been  reported  at  the  last 
session,  and  if  wuit  of  preparation  was  a  good 
reason  now,  why  might  not  the  some  reason 
be  repeated  forever  ?  If  gentlemen  were  not 
prepared,  they  ought  to  be ;  ample  time  had 
been  allowed,  and  eveiy  <^>portnnity  nven. 

But  the  gentleman  seems  to  be  of  opinion 
that  this  Government  is  not  boond  to  pay  this 
claim,  be  it  ever  so  just  a  one.  Sir,  I  say  that 
this  Government  is  botmd  to  pay  it.  And 
why  ?  It  has,  in  two  instances,  forcibly  inter- 
fered and  obstructed  this  claimant  in  obtuning 
justice,  when  he  had  the  near  prospect  of  ftilly 
succeeding. 

When  our  treaty  was  made  with  Spain,  he 
expressly  said  that  he  did  not  ask  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  be  responsible  fcv 
the  claim ;  all  be  asked  of  it  was  to  stand 
aside;  to  leave  him  to  his  own  chance,- and 
only  to  abstain  from  throwing  any  obstacles 
in  uie  way,  or  taking  any  coarse  which  would 
condemn  the  claim.  And  what  was  the  reply 
of  his  own  Government?  They  refiued  his 
request  They  determined  to  interf^;  and 
they  said  to  him,  your  clum  ahall  be  compre- 
hended in  the  treaty,  and  it  ihall  be  liable  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.  This  was  the  first 
case  in  which  we  forcibly  interposed,  and  we 
here  prevented  his  obtaining  his  money  from 
the  Government  of  Spain.  Ascertaining  that 
the  proof  required  by  the  Conunissioners  was 
such  as  could  only  be  got  from  Spain,  fifteen 
months  before  the  time  for  examining  this 
evidence,  he  again  goes  to  his  own  Government 
and  prays  them  to  send  to  Spain  for  the  neces- 
sary vouchers.  The  Cemmlssiouers  expressly 
said  they  were  satisfied  a  Urge  amount  was 
due  to  him,  but  they  could  not  aUow  him  even 
this  amount  without  having  evidence  from 
Spiun.  Hero,  then,  the  American  Government 
says  to  one  of  its  own  citizens,  who  has  a 
claim  already  acknowledged  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  "  yon  shall  look  to  me,  and  not 
to  Spam,  for  this  money ;  I  will  send  for  your 
vouchers,  and  get  them  for  yon  within  the 
time  which  I  have  chosen  to  limit  for  the  pro- 
duction of  proof."  He  accordingly  gives  his 
Government  a  memorandom  of  the  papers  re- 
quired. The  Government,  owing  to  circum- 
stances with  which  he  had  nothing  to  do,  does 
not  apply  in  time  to  get  these  papers ;  and  (he 
period  it  had  arbitrarily  fixed  for  their  exam- 
mation  expires ;  its  citisen  is  shut  out  firom  the 
tribunsl  of  the  Commisnoners ;  and  now,  when 
he  comes  to  yon,  and  modestly  aaks  that  somo 
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tribnnal  maj  be  ordered  to  examine  bis  vouch- 
ers and  pass  upon  tho  justice  of  his  claim,  ho 
is  to  be  refosed  t  He  does  not  ask  for  money ; 
he  asks  only  a  tribanal  and  a  judge ;  and  is  it 
to  be  refused?  It  would  form  a  ease  of 
enormous  and  unparalleled  atrocity.  Sir,  I 
have  looked  at  this  evidence,  and  I  care  not 
before  what  tribunal  it  is  to  be  presented. 
You  may  Bend  it  to  the  bench  of  Minos  and 
RadamOntbus ;  I  care  not ;  only  let  it  have  a 
fiill  and  fSdr  ezaminstirai.  As  one  interested 
in  the  resources  oi  the  GoTemment,  I  hope  he 
may  not  be  aide  to  establish  his  clum;  bttt 
never,  while  Uiore  is  a  cent  in  the  treasury, 
never  will  I  consent  to  obstruct  any  claim  by 
methods  such  as  these.  Suppose  we  shall  pass 
this  bill,  do  we  thereby  declare  that  this  man^s 
claim  is  just?  By  no  means.  We  only  say 
that  his  claim,  with  the  evidence  in  support  of 
it,  shall  be  examined  by  our  own  officers ;  and 
I  believe  no  gentleman  who  hears  me  will 
dissent  from  the  position,  that,  if  it  is  to  go 
before  Mr.  H^^er,  it  will,  at  least,  be  thoroagh- 
ly  sifted.  But  if  you  rtgect  the  bill,  you  con- 
demn and  annihilate  the  claim,  without  know- 
ing whether  it  be  Just  or  not.  To  do  fhia 
would,  under  all  the  circumstances,  be  one  of 
the  most  nupwalleled  and  unatoned  a<^  ct  in- 
justice that  ever  was  perpetrated. 

Mr.  FoBsrrn  now  renewed  the  motion  he 
bi^  made  in  committee  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  and  also  moved  to  strike  out  the 
third  section,  which  provides  for  allowing  the 
Third  Auditor  a  certain  sum,  in  addition  to  the 
salary  now  allowed  him  by  l&w. 

He  said,  that  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of 
tiie  House  to  pass  the  bill,  he  was  willing  to 
tmst  to  the  justice  of  Congress  to  reward  the 
auditors  for  any  extra  service  it  might  occasion 
them,  and,  tiierefore,  he  did  not  propose  to  in- 
sert any  douse  fixing  their  remuneration  before- 
haod.  Ht.  F.  said  lie  was  fully  aware  of  the 
Aortnoss  of  the  time  which  remained  of  the 
season,  and  the  number  and  amount  of  private 
as  well  as  pnblic  bills^  which  were  wiutmg  the 
action  of  the  House ;  be  would,  therefore,  en- 
deavor to  guard  himself  from  digressing  into 
the  merits  of  the  clium,  and  sbould  confine  his 
remarks  to  the  right  of  the  applicant  to  have 
its  justice  examined  and  decided  upon.  Ho 
believed  himself  to  be  fully  possessed  of  tho 
merits;  but  it  was  enough  for  him  to  know 
that  here  was  an  'American  citizen,  sufilering 
great  isjostice,  from  no  fault  of  his,  but  from 
uiat  of  his  own  and  of  a  foreign  Government, 
and  that  this  House  alone  had  the  power  to 
redeem  him  from  It.  The  circumstances  of 
thU  case  were  most  extraordinair.  Mr.  Jfeade, 
it  seems,  hod  a  claim  against  the  Ooveminent 
ot  Spain,  which  was  acknowledged  by  that 
Government.  The  Board  of  Oommissioners, 
^>pointed  under  tho  Florida  treaty,  having 
concluded  that  this  claim  was  embraced  by 
that  treaty,  Mr.  Meade  submitted  to  them  a 
written  acknowledgment,  given  by  the  ooin- 
visrioners  of  the  Goveimneat  oi  Spain,  that 


[Fmun,  lOT. 

a  certain  sum  was  due  by  tliat  GovcnAtest  to 
him.  This  acknowledgment  was  giTen  be- 
tween the  first  rigning  of  the  treaty  tod  ib 
final  ratification.  His  documents  irer«  de- 
manded by  the  Spanish  Govemmmt,  and 
having  been  snrrenuered  by  Mr.  Kesde,  ir«re 
distributed  through  the  offices  to  whidi  tbe; 
severally  belonged.  "Wheu  Mr.  Meade  sobtnit- 
ted  his  claim  to  the  Commissioners,  smcid- 
panied  by  the  certificate  or  acknowkd|nwiit 
before  referred  to,  they  replied  that  this  wts 
not  safBdent  eridencBi  and  that  tbtf  mst 
have  the  orinnal  documents  or  oeitifiidcapiei 
of  them.  Mr.  Meade  remotutrated  on  the 
hardship  of  being  compelled  to  produce  pspoi 
whidi  be  had  previously  been  obliged  to  pn 
np  to  the  Spanish  Government,  when,  ai  tLc 
same  time,  he  had  produced  a  ,certificA 
which  was  the  result  of  Uieir  examinatini,  ud 
showed  them  to  contain  oondnuve  proof  of  tb« 
justice  of  the  claim.  The  OnumisntHien,  htnr- 
ever,  were  stem  and  inflexible,  and  enttinud 
to  demand  the  vouchers.    Meade,  in  re^j, 

E leaded  that  the  treaty,  under  whose  ooeniki 
is  claim  had,  against  his  wishes,  been  woc^ 
CMitoined  a  provlaioa  that  the  E^iih  Gomii- 
menit  shoold  ftimish  to  doimants  mb  tfinl 
papers  as  were  q>^ed  fat  to  estate  tbdr 
claims,  and  prayed  that  the  ConnnifMnni 
would  take  measures  to  obtdn  his  eridan 
from  that  Government.  They  did  so,  lodllr. 
Nelson  accordingly  received  instructiolu  lo  ^^ 
mand  them ;  but  as  he  was  prevented,  coDtnrr 
to  the  law  of  nations,  from  landiog  fX  tiie 
Spanish  soil,  tiie  papers  were  not  obtained,  ud 
the  Commissioners  accordingly  rqected  the 
claim.  The  consequence  has  been,  tlat  this 
claimant  is  made  poor,  though  be  his,  am*^ 
ing  to  the  written  acknowledgment  both  c(t» 
Spani^  and  of  the  American  CommneioiKn,  > 
just  ddm  to  what' would  rendwldmiiitoiad- 
ent.  Can  soch  a  case  be  left  vitfaoot  rcdr^i 
Shall  an  American  dtisen  be  thus  idDodcM 
ofhisan?  Vhathas  beenhisftnltt  Didhe 
not  use  dl  proper  diligence  in  prosecntin?  hs 
claim?  Was  he  not  in  a  £air  way  of  obtiicin; 
jmtice  when  this  Government  interftrol,  Ae- 
clared  bis  ctium  merged  by  the  treatr,  m 
undertook  Uiemsdves  to  be  his  payuiaiit^ 
If  his  vouchers  were  in  Spain,  couW  be  fwop*- 
the  Spanish  Government  to  suirendn-  tlimj 
And  was  it  his  fault  that  his  Govenunertfiuw 
in  procuring  them  ?  Sorely  not  And 
after  having  had  hope  thus  deferred  hj  <nr 
act,  must  he  be  refused  even  a  tribnnal  U>  tir 
his  claim?  Mr.  F.  sud  the  oommittMbw 
refused  to  go  into  the  grounds  of  the 
Commiadoners*  decision,  and  had  tehictHii? 
brought  in  the  HII  in  Its  present  ^>f  A 
Spain  was  In  the  wrong,  this  Govennnent  m 
a  right  to  demand  from  her  all  that  it  sbotui 
pay  to  Meade— and  the  ot^Ject  of  the 
only  to  pve  him  what  he  hod  been  iej^^ 
of  by  the  short  duration  of  the  cwnin^ 
The  committee  hod  no  dioioe  betvfltt 
this  and  ddng  ii^ustioe. 
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Ur.  ZvtBKTT,  of  Uassaohosetts,  ««d  that  the 
ameathnent  removed  much  of  hU  difficulty. 
He  had  himself  been  oi^tosed  to  taking  up  tMs 
Ult  St  tins  tim&  bat  we  House  decided  other- 
wise, sod  as  it  bad  been  taken  up,  he  hoped  it 
woBid  pass  as  amended.  He  bad  oarefblir  ex- 
imined  the  docunients  hi  relation  to  this  claim, 
tad  his  sole  object  was,  that  Justice  should  be 
doae.  Whether  the  amount  u  80,000  dollars, 
or  300,000,  or  8,000,000,  was  a  consideration 
that  oa^t  to  have  no  tilace  in  this  matter.  If 
tte  Government  owed  the  money,  he  cared 
Eot  what  was  the  amount;  it  ought  to  he  paid. 
He  should  augor  darkly  indeed  for  oar  Institu- 
tions.  if  the  inquiry  of  this  House  is  to  be,  not 
vbether  a  debt  is  dne,  but  whether  it  is  small. 
He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
ud  toB  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  not  con- 
tented dmnselTea  wttii  sofforing  tiie  otaim  to 
rest  on  its  own  merits,  but  had  proceeded  to 
eomment  with  severity  upon  the  oondoot  of 
the  CSommiarionerB  in  rqeeting  the  didm. 
There  was  not  now  time  to  examine  their  de- 
euioii,  or  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  treaty  had  been  condacted — he  would, 
therefore,  do  no  more  than  take  leave  to  deny 
the  accnracy  of  some  of  the  statements  which 
hi  reference  to  this  port  of  the  subject,  par- 
ticdlarlj  when  the  terms  of  the  treaty  anid  the 
detiaioQ  of  the  Commissioners  under  it  had  been 
characterized  as  acta  of  unparalleled  ab^ity, 
ud  DQstfflied  injustice.  He  thought  that  sen- 
tence of  oondemnatioQ  had  better  have  been 
vithbeUL 

Hr.  HoLun,  of  Delaware,  said  he  oaoeomd 
liA  the  eentleman  fhim  Massachoaette,  who 
liad  jnst  torn  his  seat,  in  the  view  he  had  ex- 
pressed  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tlemaa  from  Georgia.  He  thought  it  would 
be  a  material  improvement  in  the  bill.  The 
■niooat  doe  the  claimant  might  possibly  be 
Terx  considerable,  but  that  formed  no  reason 
vhf  the  bill  should  not  now  be  considered,  or 
rttj  the  amount  should  not  be  allowed.  If  the 
lateness  of  the  amount  was  to  have  any  weight 
>t  all,  all  it  had  was  eertiunly  on  the  side  of 
the  dsioiDt  But  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
flut  a  biU  which  might  involve  the  payment 
of  w  lar^  an  amount,  should  pass  without 
Buhtre  diaonsrion,  both  in  the  oommlttee  and 
o^t  of  the  committee.  The  amount  alone  Was 
of  itself  sufficient  to  produce  opposition  to  the 
biU.  But  it  was  impossible  that  such  a  body 
^tlus  House  should  examine  minutely  every 
oaim  that  came  before  it.  It  must,  from  ne- 
■^^ity,  pat  great  faith  in  the  examinations 
n»ade  by  its  Standing  Committees.  The  body 
vas  too  unwieldy  to  go  into  such  minntis ;  and 
the  present  case  did  but  renew  and  strength- 
oi  a  coQTiction  he  had  long  entertained,  and 
l>ad  more  than  once  expressed,  of  the  presring 
necessity  for  the  adoption  of  some  other  ar- 
^i^eni^t,  in  relation  to  the  decision  of  private 
oaimiL  As  they  were  now  diqiosed  m,  there 
*u  not  tnly  a  great  consumption  of  time^ 
which  ought  to  be  deroCed  to  the  pabUo  oon- 
Toa.IX^S9 


'  cems  of  the  country,  but  unavoidable  danger 
of  doing  the  most  fli^rant  ir^jnstice  to  claim- 
ants themselves.  The  oommlttera,  he  knew, 
and  admitted,  did  the  dnUea  assigned  them, 
with  as  much  diligenoe  and  devotion  as  ooida 
be  expected  from  any  men ;  but  the  diffieoltiea 
were  such,  as  no  diligence  could  sormoant. 
It  was  physically  impossible  for  them  to  exam- 
ine with  minuteness  one-half  the  documents 
submitted  to  them.  They  did  what  they  could ; 
bat  the  result  was,  that  daims  were  either 
deferred  Id  a  manner  that  amounted  practically 
to  a  denial  of  justice,  or  decided  on  saoh  im- 
perfect examination,  as  often  put  justice  at  th« 
greatest  hazard.  The  documents  in  the  present 
case  were  voluminous,  and  involved  the  mvesti- 
gation  of  a  great  number  and  variety  of  ques- 
tions of  the  greatest  moment.  From  what  at- 
tention he  had  been  aUe  to  give  them,  he  vaa 
persuaded  that  tho  case  of  Mr.  MmSa  irn  one 
of  great  and  undmrved  hardship. 

Mr.  MoL.  then  stated,  that,  during  Ur. 
Meade's  residence  in  Spain,  the  Government  of 
that  country  became  indebted  to  htm  for  sup- 
plies of  provisions  fomished  them  during  the 
Constitutional  War  of  defence  against  the  in- 
varion  of  the  French ;  and  that,  on  the  retnm 
of  the  king,  Mr.  Meade  was  imprisoned  in  one 
of  the  castles  of  Cadiz  for  more  than  two  year& 
and  was  finally  released  by  the  interference  or 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  After 
his,  Mr.  M.'s  release,  a  court  was  organized  in 
Spain,  which  fixed  the  amount  due,  and  the 
futh  of  the  Gorermnent  was  pledged  to  pay  it. 
jjmds  in  Oie  Floridaa  were  tmeand.  Mr.  Meade 
in  payment,  hut  our  Government  being  then 
in  treaty  for  the  oession  of  the  Floridas,  direct- 
ly intimated  to  Mr.  Meade  their  nnwillingness 
to  consent  to  this  arrangement,  and  he  gave  It 
up,  with  assurances  from  our  Government,  that 
his  debt  should  be  assumed  and  paid  by  the 
United  States.  The  very  demand  itself  was 
liquidated  under  the  auspices  of  the  Minister 
from  the  United  States.  The  Cortes  of  Sj>^  . 
considered  the  demand  of  Mr.  Meade  a  national 
debt ;  and  the  king  affirmed  it  as  such.  When 
the  treaty  was  about  to  be  ratified  by  the  Ben- 
ate,  Mr.  Meade  sent  a  memorial  to  the  Pre^ 
dent,  in  whloh  the  dainumt  distlnotiy  reqouted 
that,  if  Government  (Knild  not  give  him  assor- 
ancea  of  being  paid  in  f^  that  his  chnm  should 
not  be  included,  and  that  he  would  look  to 
Spain  for  his  indemnification.  The  treaty  was 
ratified,  with  the  entire  miderstanding  that  this 
claim  was  included.  When  the  Oommissionera 
under  the  treaty  were  appointed,  the  cl«m  waa 

ftresented,  but  not  allowed ;  not  that  they  be- 
ieved  the  cl^m  was  not  good,  bnt  got  over 
this  large  amount,  upon  some  wont  of  docu- 
ments, entirely  out  of  the  power  of  the  claim? 
ant  then  to  procure.  The  Minister  of  the 
United  States,  and  every  officer  of  Government 
within  the  scope  of  whose  duties  the  slightest 
oonrideratimi  of  the  inlffeot  came^  wore  in 
fiiTor  of  the  okdm.  But  after  all  these  exer> 
tions  which  Mr.  Meade  has  made,  and  all  the 
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Msnnnces  which  have  been  giTen  him,  he  has 
been,  year  after  year,  memoiiali^ng  Congress 
to  hear  him  on  tiie  aatgeoL  or  to  appoint  a  tri- 
Imnal  for  that  pnrpoae;  bat  he  haa  sned  in 
vain.  Every  obstacle  has  been  thrown  in  his 
way ;  no  investigation,  beyond  a  hearing  before 
tiie  committee,  has  been  uTorded.  An  investi- 
ffatioa  ia  all  he  now  asks ;  ahaH  this  be  denied 
aimt  Is  it  ftv  the  honor  of  onr  ooontry  to 
keep  one  of  its  valnable  citizens  so  long  in 
suspense  f  Shall  we  waste  his  means,  his  tmie, 
his  patienoe,  in  foUowing  Congress  from  session 
to  session,  and  get  no  remedy  ?  The  good  faith 
of  the  nation  is  inToWed  in  the  qnestioa ;  and 
he,  ICr.  UoL.,  trusted  that  the  bill  wonid  pass. 
H  the  sum  was  doe  Ur.  Ifeade,  as  he  betiered 
it  was,  he  ought  to  hare  it.  The  amount  of 
tite  daim  shonld  nuke  no  difference  in  the 
nadineaa  to  examine  it,  nor  the  willingneaa  to 

.  KrrTHBA  said,  that  it  was  a  lamentable 
trnth,  which  the  experience  of  every  year  con- 
firmed, that  the  daima  of  pnblio  creditors  were 
so  long  delayed,  and  were  attended  with  ex- 
penses so  enormous,  that  often,  when  a  favor- 
able jndgment  was  pronomiced,  it  came  too 
late  to  do  them  service.  That  Mr.  Meade,  who 
was  one  of  his  most  valned  oonstitnents,  had 
been  attending  in  the  hall  for  six  or  seven  aoc- 
oessive  sessions,  and,  at  the  happy  moment 
when  his  hearing  is  at  hand,  he  is  threatened 
with  loBger  del^B,  beoanse,  it  is  sidd,  lus  cUum 
haa  not  been  exttnined  with  rafflcient  attention 
by  the  members  oi  the  House.  Bely  upon  it, 
snoh  an  answer  will  as  little  justify  us,  as  it 
will  oonstde  our  feliowH^tixen,  who  has  so  long 
and  so  earnestly  olumed  a  hearing.  He  did 
not  mean  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  all  the  dr- 
eomstances ;  but  there  were  a  few  promiuMit 
fiwts  known  to  every  gentieman.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Meade  in  a 
very  lai^  sum  of  money,  found  by  the  tribunals 
of  the  nation  to  be  dne,  and  sanctioned  by  a 
.  royal  decree.  After  this,  we  formed  a  treaty 
with  Spain,  by  which  the  Fltnidas  were  ceded 
to  the  United  States  for  five  millions  of  dollars 
By  the  11th  article  of  that  trea^,  we  discharge 
the  Spanish  Govemmott  fktnn  the  claims  of 
onr  citizens,  and  among  the  rest,  from  that  of 
Vt.  Meade.  A  tribunal  Is  established  to  dis- 
tribute this  ^d  among  the  claimants  against 
Spain,  who  are  to  receive  only  so  far  as  the 
fund  extended.  Mr.  K.  said  he  would  not 
inqdre  into  the  fairness  of  placing  Mr.  Meade's 
dum  upon  no  better  footing  than  the  ordinary 
ol^s  for  spoliations — ^that  tribunal  is  limited 
in  point  of  auration.  That  Mr.  Meade's  claim 
is  embraced  in  the  treaty,  no  one  could  doubt 
He  presents  himself  before  the  Commissionera 
with  the  Spanish  decree  as  the  evidence  of  the 
debt  He  is  told  that  will  not  do;  that  he 
mnst  give  to  the  Commissioners  the  same  evi- 
dence he  had  before  the  Spanish  tribunal.  Mr. 
E.  said  he  would  not  say  a  word  as  r^;arded 
the  propriety  oi  HAb  declaion.  It  however 
required  of  the  applicant  that  whkth,  as  the 


result  proved,  it  was  impoenble  for  him  to  ia. 
Efforts,  national  and  inmi^val,  woe  nude  to 

Srocore  from  the'^wnish  GovcnmeBt  thw 
ooDmenta,  wUoh  were  in  tiidr  possaMko,  bnt 
in  vain.  The  limitation  of  the  comminioii  it 
about  expiring,  and  the  Gommis^iRMra  finsl^ 
distribute  the  Amd  to  the  excluoMi  of  Mr. 
Meade.  That  his  claim  was  good  for  sotoe 
amount,  and  that  it  was  rejected  because  the 
doctuients  were  not  within  his  control,  bat 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Spanish  OoTNomot, 
tiiere  can  be  no  doubt  Is  it,  under  socli  dr- 
cumstances,  fsir  and  eaudtable  that  Mr.  Hesdt 
should  lose  his  debtt  We  have  discharged,  by 
an  act  of  sovereign  authority,  his  (mgiul 
deb1»r.  Ought  we  not  top^t  Ifbyvhb- 
holding  doounent^  Bntkn  has  vkilated  Iba 
treaty,  let  the  United  States  look  to  Spnitto 
repair  liie  bqjnry  we  sustain;  bat  notpatfo^ 
ward  n  citiven  upon  his  private  reqxwttbilit; 
to  coerce  the  payment  of  money  u^  nek  a 
grcnmd.  By  the  passage  of  this  bill,  m  ad- 
mit no  parneolar  amount  due.  We  <Huy  esti^ 
Udi  a  tribunal  to  examine  and  dedde,  and  thit, 
too,  upon  principles  of  the  strictest  charada, 
upon  matters  wnich,  it  must  be  lUowed,  ve 
cannot  This  is  not  a  daim  for  qMliatkms, 
but,  as  he  believed,  a  fur  and  hmeet  debt, 
ascertained  in  character  and  amoonL  for  vbkb 
the  Spanish  Government  was  liable,  till  ve 
transferred  that  liability  to  oorselTe^  and 
wfaieh  he  thoa^t  this  GovennDcnt  cnU 
not  reftise  to  duehorgA  withoat  £ire|ardiDg 
her  hi^  sense  of  Jnstioe  and  natiMiil  fiuth. 

MrtooBBB  aafced  if  there  was  anj«^ 
evidence  In  support  of  the  claim  bot  thtt 
whidi  was  received  from  the  Commtsaoum! 

Ur.  FoUTTa  replied,  that  the  bill  did  not 
propose  to  ttie  House  an  investigation  tftlot 
case.   It  only  appointed  a  tryer. 

Mr.  BucQXB  r^oined :  the  treafy  had  done 
this  before— it  appointed  a  Board  ci  iTjtn 
more  competent  than  the  Auditors  could  b* 
supposed  to  be— they  had  rd«^  the  dam 
because  it  was  not  supported  oy  evidence, 
there  was  now  no  more  evidence  than  lke» 
had  been  before,  then  oonld  be  no  need  of  ap- 
pointing new  tryersL 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Vr.  fot 
btth'b  amendment^  appointing  three  Aodiwn 
of  the  Treasary  to  examine  the  erideoce,  ami 
carried— ayes  73,  nays  40.  , 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  observed,  that  he  held  u  b» 
hand  a  list  of  six  claims,  all  which  wer*  am- 
larly  situated  to  this  of  Meade  e,  all  resting  » 
evidence  to  he  funished  by  ^oin.  The 
tion,  therefore,  involved  in  the  ameodiwDt  « 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  was,  whether  Ji*  o» 
clwm  ought  to  be  separated  from  sU  toe  rw*. 
and  pwd,  while  the  rest  were  ne^wtedl 

Mr.  LiviKQsroH  said,  that  this  exenpufi**.*" 
the  strongest  manner,  the  otter  nnfitnssi  aw 
ability  of  CongresB  to  become  judges  u  pn"» 
claims.  If  the  motion  now  made  ibotiU  pK; 

vaiL  the  evidence  fkunisbed  will  Im,?,.^ 
Spanish  langnsfle^  and  he  Ibr  one,  wobU  like  u 
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be  present  when  the  claim  came  to  be  decided. 
He  stKwld  like  to  see  the  Spanish  papers  sob- 
nitted,  foe  insUooe,  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  TemuMee.  He  picaomect  tJhe  first  thing 
Id  be  done  would  be  to  nrear  an  interpreter. 
ibt  next  st^  must  be  to  Mmd  for  witiueseB  to 
that  the  evidence  was  taken  according  to 
tbe  Spxo/iA  law.  These  record^  according  to 
tte  ^uish  style,  were  all  Tolominoos ;  he  prfr- 
anned  Uiere  was  not  one  of  the  ezaminationB 
bat  TonM  not  occnpr  several  qnires  of  papw. 
Nor,  without  going  farther,  he  would  ask  the 
^tlenutt  whether  the  cldm  of  an  indiTidnal, 
u  which  his  all  was  biTolred,  was  to  be  de- 
ciiled  before  sncb  a  tribnnal  as  this  Honse,  on 
neh  eridenoet  He  entered  now,  and  would 
foKver  enter,  his  protest  agtunst  the  perform- 
uee  of  Jodictal  duties  hr  such  a  body.  He 
jajtA  gentlM&ea  not  to  uirow  new  dimonlties 
in  the  wqr  of  Hiis  elamuut :  he  tbouriit  the 
Mn  ilreadj  interposed  difflonraes  enough. 

Tht  question  Mng  then  taken,  the  amend- 
mnt  proposed  hj  Mr.  Cocek  was  r^eeted. 

On  the  qnestion  of  ordering  the  biu  to  be  en- 
possed  for  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Wioklipfs  re- 
quired the  yeas  and  naja,  but  a  suffldent  num- 
ber did  not  rise  to  authorize  tbem. 

The  bin  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroased 
for  a  third  reading  withoat  a  dlvidon. 


WxDnsiuT,  FebraarySS. 
BritiMh  Cohnial  Trade. 

The  House  again  took  np  the  Colonial  Trade 
Bfll ;  ittd  the  qoesUon  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
uDKidment  oranred  by  Jb.  Wkbsikb  m  Com- 
mittee <tf  the  Vholft— 

Mr.  BAasBTT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
nent  oa  the  table.  The  motion  was  negatived 
65,  noes  81 ;  and  the  House  then  con- 
cnrnd  in  adaptxog  tiie  amendment  d  Hr.  Wsb- 
sm 

Mr.  Pi&KCK  now  moved  a  reeonnderation  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  House  yesterday  rejected 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Kr.  Mat"i.abt, 
Thich  was  to  insert  tne  words  "  by  sea." 

Od  this  qaestaon,  Mr.  Barbinqir  called  for 
^  yeaa  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  by 

FossTm  Tenutrked,  that  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  had  been  rejected  was 
nrj  large;  that  a  distinct  proposition  to  defer 
tlut  vote  to  this  morning  had  been  made  and 
nhsei.  He  wished  to  know  what  new  light 
had  arisen  to-day,  on  account  of  which  the 
House  was  asked  to  reconsider  a  deliberate 
Tote,  on  a  proposition  fully  understood.  He 
stioQld  be  elad  to  hear  some  of  the  reasons 
Hated  which  induced  gentlemen  to  ask  a  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  IsoEBsoix  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
iMtion  to  reconmder ;  and  if  that  prevailed, 
voald  also  vote  for  the  amendment  proposed 
the  gentionan  from  Vermont,  so  as  to  oon- 
^  the  operations  of  die  bill,  as  was  done  by 
tl>e  Mt  of  1890^  to  tiw  naviipaion  "by  sea,^* 


[R.  or  lb 

withont  interfering  with  tbe  navigation  on  the 
lakes.  Bnt  he  shonld  vote  for  the  bill  whether 
amended  or  not.  He  fdt  willing  to  accede  to 
the  {HroiKwed  amoidmuit,  not  only  as  it  wonid 
make  the  meaaiue  m<Mre  aooeptable  to  a  lai^ 
portion  of  the  ooontry,  bnt  beeanse  be  hoped 
yet  to  see  the  embarrassments  which  now  rest 
on  our  trade  with  the  Briti^  West  India  colo- 
nies, amicably  removed  by  negotiation ;  and  ho 
was  nnwilling  to  entan^e  that  negotiation  in 
any  new  subjects  of  collision  between  the  Gov- 
ernments. He  would  deal  out  measure  for 
measure:  whenever  the  British  interdicted  a 
trade  in  our  vessels,  he  would  interdict  the  cor- 
responding trade  in  their  vessels.  Bnt  it  was  a 
matter  of  serions  condderation,  whether,  in  Uie 
onset,  we  should  go  one  step  further,  and  strike 
at  a  new  interest,  and  Uiereby  remove  tiie  pros* 
of  an  amioable  arrancemoit  still  ftartiier 
our  view.  The  British  have  ezelnded  onr 
vessds  from  oertidn  colonial  pnts;  In  rebim 
for  thte  he  would  promptiy  fdknr  their  lead, 
and  exclnde  their  vessels  when  coming  from 
places  interdicted  to  us.  For  the  present^  he 
was  willing  not  to  carry  the  war  of  restrictions 
farther  than  this ;  he  would  not  yet  extend  the 
interdict  to  a  trade  between  us  and  other  places, 
from  which  we  ore  not  in  like  manner  excluded. 
He  did  not  consider  it  a  safe  policy  to  invite 
Great  Britain  to  new  restrictions,  in  lieu  of 
friendly  negotiation.  The  bill  does  not  propose 
to  take  effect  till  after  the  80th  of  next  Sep- 
tember— abont  two  months  before  the  session 
of  the  next  Congress :  and  we  shaU  thm  have 
a  better  oppratunity  to  detennine  upon  the  ef- 
fect of  the  measnres  wUch  we  m^  now  adt^ 
as  TcQ  as  what  tbe  ulterior  views  of  Great 
Britain  are,  and  can  I^tslate  accordingly.  The 
perplexing  qnestion  might,  before  that  time^  be 
in  a  train  of  adjustment  The  offers  on  our 
part  are  fair  and  honorable,  and  if  not  embar- 
rasrod  by  matters  calculated  rather  to  irritate 
tlian  heal  the  existing  difference,  the  Colonies 
themselves  would  feel  that  the  mother  country 
was  in  the  wrong,  if  she  did  not  accede  to  the 
lenient  and  liberd  policy  proposed  on  our  part 
If  it  should  appear,  hereaiter,  that  all  hopes  of 
n^tiation  are  at  an  end,  we  would  be  right 
tiien  to  assume  a  new  attitude.  He  would,  in 
such  an  event — ^whcn  we  resorted  to  a  war  ttf 
rastrietions — not  only  bo  willing  to  strike  at 
the  indirect  trade  to  Europe,  which  oozes 
through  the  Canadas,  and  which  is,  in  part,  sup- 
plied by  onr  northern  frontier,  bnt  he  wonld 
strike  home  upon  the  manufactures  of  the  moth- 
er country ;  he  would  aim  a  blow  at  the  direct 
European  trade  itself,  so  far  as  it  conld  bo  done 
without  interfering  with  treaty  stipnlationa. 
No  gentleman  on  this  floor  felt  a  deeper  solici- 
tude for  the  preservation  of  the  West  India  trade 
than  he  did.  He  come  from  a  community  whose 
foreign  commerce  was  almost  exduidvely  with 
the  West  Indies,  and  his  anxiety  to  have  this 
titide  resume  its  wonted  channels,  was  his  prin- 
cipal reason  ibr  wishing  to  see  tibe  question  in 
rdf^ott  to  it  now  pending  between  ns  and  Hio 
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Britiih  GoTemment  kept  sepante  and  distinct 
from  anj  new  coaie  ta  difference.  He  would 
meet  Great  Britain  on  this  point  with  firmness 
bat  without  nnneccfisary  irritation :  be  would 
try  mild  measures  first ;  and  if  tbej  did  not 
lead  to  amicable  results,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
would  he,  in  the  langua^  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  York,  (Mr.  Cambhmjsq)  be  pre- 
pared to  "  go  tbe  whole." 

If  we  adopt  the  propoaed  amendment  we 
place  onr  West  India  interests  on  precisely  tbe 
aame  footing  on  which  they  rested  under  the 
act  of  1820,  the  British  haTing,  pnar  to  that 
time,  ntdnded  lu,  as  they  now  have,  horn  the 
direct  trade.  Our  expenenoe  on  tUa  aobject 
ahould  not  be  dlmgarded.  That  act  had  well 
done  its  office ;  it  brought  Great  Britdn  to 
terms,  bnt  it  did  not,^  at  any  time,  touch  the 
Canada  trade.  The  words  "  by  sea"  now  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  in  this  bill  made  a  part  of 
that ;  indeed,  tiie  bill  before  oa  is  substantially 
the  same  as  the  act  of  1820,  except  that  these 
words  had  been  here  omitted.  Under  the  op- 
eration of  the  act  of  1620,  when  the  Colonies 
were  obliged  to  take  our  supplies  through  neu- 
tral islands  in  their  neighborhood^  at  an  en- 
hanced price  to  the  planters,  they  became  in- 
tensely anxious  for  the  dinot  trade;  thtir 
clamors  finally  aasamed  bo  deep  a  tone  that 
thciy  were  heard  and  r^arded  by  the  Ifinistry 
It  home,  and  the  consequence  was,  the  opening 
of  the  interdicted  porta  to  onr  veaseU.  The 
question  now  is,  shall  we  adhere  to  the  policy 
of  1820,  which  proved  effectual  then,  or  shall 
we  bring  a  new  point  into  the  controverqr,  by 
striking  at  that  portion  of  tiie  European  trade 
which  ]8  carried  on  through  the  Canadas,  so  far 
as  it  is  supplied  by  articles  transmitted  to  those 
provinces  through  our  own  fhjnticrst  This 
qoestion  is  one  of  more  embarrassment  than  at 
first  meets  the  eye.  GenUemen  are  laboring 
under  a  mistake  in  supposing  that  the  articles 
which  we  fumish  the  Canadaa,  find  their  wirr, 
to  any  oontiderable  omonnt,  to  the  Weai  India 
markets^  thnragh  the  eiroultona  roate  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  if  they  wonld  attentively 
examine  the  able  report  presented  to  ns  by  tbe 
Committee  on  Commerce,  they  would  see  the 
fallacy  of  that  suppoaition,  Ilie  mass  of  what 
the  Canadians  purchase  from  us  is  either  con- 
sumed by  themselves,  or  sent  to  Liverpool,  and 
but  a  trifling  part  of  the  whole  finds  its  way  to 
the  West  Inaiea.  He  felt  unwilling,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  to  fatigue  the  House 
by  a  recapitulation  of  statistical  tables,  or  a  bar- 
ren calculation  in  figures ;  bnt  he  based  him- 
aelf  on  official  documents  for  the  aocuracy  of 
what  he  had  said  on  the  Canada  trade.  The 
whole  amount  of  enorts  to  Canada,  during  tbe 
last  year,  are  valned  at  npwards  of  $1,800,000 ; 
of  this  lai:ge  sum  bnt  about  $89,000  was  the 
value  of  the  wheat  and  flour  which  Canada  re- 
ceived from  us,  and  t^oee  articles,  he  admitted^ 
might  go  into  the  assorted  cargoes  for  the  West 
Inaia  market  The  Inmber  amounted  to  about 
$127,000,  bnt  the  great  bulk  of  this  went  to 
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Europe  in  hunber  ahipa,  wUch  are  oonstutlj 
floating  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  when  tbe  ur- 
igati(m  is  unobstructed  by  ice.  The  beaviest 
article  furnished  from  our  frontiers  is  potash ; 
but  it  is  notorions  that  this  is  exclasivel}'  for 
the  Liverpool  trade.  The  other  articles  vbicb 
we  srad  to  Canada  are  almost  all  consamed 
there,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  them. 
They  are  fresh  provisions,  and  butter  and  cbecMi 
for  the  Montreal  and  Quebec  markets;  leatlm 
and  leather  shoes,  manufactured  tobacco,  Amer 
ican  cotton  goods— yes,  sir,  our  cotton  &bri^ 
under  the  existing  tariff,  find  Okoi  way  tlirn, 
and  compete  with  the  manufactures  <rf  the  Brit- 
ish on  thdr  own  HriL  Salt  is  alao  a  hesTf  arti- 
ole ;  Upper  Canada  is  alnuwt  exclusTely  np- 
plied  with  itfrom  the  aaltwarksftf  Kew  Yofk; 
but  no  one  ever  dreamed  ctf  its  beiii|  mt  don 
the  SL  Lawrence  to  such  a  market  m  the  Wot 
indies :  it  would  be  like  sending  coals  to  Nev 
Gastie ;  scythes,  axes,  and  the  other  implemetii 
of  husbandry,  which  are  furnished  br  out  me- 
chanics, to  the  farmers  of  Canada.  Socb  an 
our  exports  to  that  oonntry.  Tbe  geogn^hiot 
portion  of  the  Canadas  will  always  preratt 
their  supplying  the  West  India  maikets  to  an/ 
oonnderaole  extent  The  islands  can  purchue 
onr  products  frcan  a  neutral  depot,  on  mon 
advantageooB  terms  than  they  can  be  ftmudttd 
by  yn^  of  the  St  Lawroioe.  Carsoes  inlad- 
ed  fw  the  West  Indies  are  generally  of  •P'^ 
iahable  nature ;  the  supplies  of  proviaoBsnr  a 
tropical  market  must  t>e  ftimluted  fre^mtlfi 
and,  comparatively  speaking,  in  moderate  qoas- 
titiee.  If  they  accumulate  for  six  nmatlis  in 
the  year,  most  of  them  will  become  detericK 
rated.  The  St  Lawrence  ia  bridged  hj  ice  Sw 
more  than  six  months  on  an  average;  tbe  ccm- 
seqnence  is,  that  but  one  long  voya^  can  be 
made  in  a  year  from  Quebec  to  the  'ft  est  Indies 
— whereas,  from  the  Atiantio  States  we  make 
four  or  five  short  voyages.  And  it  is  an  ntde- 
niable  fact,  that,  althot^  we  haw  bad  ton* 
counter  heavy  discriminating  duties  at  Am  Bri^ 
ish  West  India  porta,  from  which  vessels  fnm 
Quebec  were  exempt,  yet  they  new  oonld  com- 

Sete  with  ns  succe^fuUy  in  that  trade.  Tbe 
isadvantaeea  of  portion  which  tbe  Qoebro 
merchants  labored  under  were  greater  dnv- 
baoka  npon  them  than  the  discrimmating  dntiea 
were  upon  us.  Nay,  further :  When  oar 
sels  were  excluded  entirely,  as  they  now  are, 
from  the  British  West  Indies,  and  we  wm 
driven  to  the  neutral  ports,  the  British  colooiil 
planters  could  supply  themsdvea,  and  did  np- 
ply  themselves,  with  our  produce  fitan  the  nea- 
tral  islands.  Canada  could  not  then  ^ 
West  India  market;  and  from  this  it  mar  lakj 
be  inferred  that  Canada  cannot  now  ta^j  tb^ 
market :  our  experience  on  this  sol^ect  is  wortb 
an  tiie  theoriea  with  whieh  graUemen  can  tw- 
nish  us,  however  ingeidoiMly  preeeoted.  IVom 
the  range  taken  in  debate,  one  would  be  ^  to 
suppose  that  we  were  now  called  upon  to  pa» 
a  non-importatioa  law,  m  a  non-exp(»tatioD 
aot|  aa  wai  onr  laaau  onbuigo;  ana  beoca^ 
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the  trgament  that  sach  a  law  shoald  exteod  to 
the  froDtien  as  well  aa  to  the  Atlantic.  Noth- 
iop  can  be  more  erroneoas  than  this.  We  are 
calkd  upon  to  pasa  a  navigation  act  merely,  in 
regard  to  certain  colonial  ports :  and  hence, 
the  improwiet7  <^  eonnectiog  with  socfa  a 
measore  wnat  most  aroonnt,  if  perristed  in,  to 
a  non-interooone  on  the  lines^  and  an  inter- 
fetcnoe  with  ■  tnde  not  neceoHiilTt  or  prind- 
psllr  oonneeted  with  the  West  udla  ports, 
we  should  be  cantious  not  to  mlarge  the  com- 
mercial controversy,  already  safflciently  wide 
between  the  two  countries.  He  preferred,  for 
the  present,  to  repose,  as  we  formerly  did,  upon 
the  policy  of  1820— exclude  the  vessels  of  oar 
rivals  aa  they  exclude  na,  and  not  by  grasping 
St  more,  run  the  risk  of  eventnally  ana  perma- 
nently losing  the  whole.  Kotwitlutanding  this 
obnozions  Order  in  Ck>ancil,  we  expect,  as  the 
committee  tell  in  tiieir  report,  to  supply 
tte  British  West  India  oolonleB  witli  onr  pro- 
docts  as  we  did  under  the  act  of  m0-4f  uiey 
ire  wUliii^  to  take  them—throag^  neutral 
porta,  and  receive  their  produce  through  the 
auie  channels.  The  trade,  by  this  new  order 
qI  things,  becomes  circuitous  instead  of  being 
<£rect :  bat  still  it  would  afford  a  rent  for  a 
part  of  oar  surplus,  and  is  worth  preserving. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  our  fi>ontier  country  can 
alM  dispose  of  their  suiptus  through  neutrals, 
if  the  Canada  trade  is  mt«rdicted.  It  would 
cost  more  to  bring  the  produce  from  many 
parts  of  that  frontier  to  the  City  of  New  York, 
or  any  other  Atlantic  port,  than  it  would  to 
transport  the  same  article  from  New  York  to 
UvenNioL  The  amount  of  our  exports  to  the 
Britirit  West  Indies,  waa  npwards  of  two  mil- 
Boos  of  dollars  annual^,  and  the  Canada  trade 
vai  over  1,800,000  do&irs,  a  sum  nearly  eqnal 
to  that  which  is  affected  by  the  British  Orders 
inCounciL 

howerer,  it  shoald  be  tlum^t  expedient 
to  extend  the  restrictions  at  the  present  time, 
to  the  Canada  trade,  it  would  reqnire  very  dif- 
ferent provisions  from  those  contained  in  t^is 
bill  to  enforce  the  interdict  on  our  extensive 
frontier.  This  bill  would  be  inoperative  there. 
The  t«aptation  for  smo^Iing  wotild  prove  too 
itrong  to  be  resisted  by  such  feeble  barriers  as 
tre  here  presented.  We  know  how  this  was 
dttring  ow  ftffmer  restriotiTe  system,  and  we 
iboala  not  shut  onr  eyes  tm  iiM  admonitituu  of 
experteoce.  Hen  of  desperate  fortones  and 
more  desperate  oharaoter,  would  be  attracted 
to  the  frontiers,  the  moment  an  opportunity 
offered  for  the  employment  of  ^eir  guilty  tal- 
ents. This  demoralizing  result  was  to  be  dep- 
recated and  avoided  as  long  as  possible.  The 
mass  of  corrupt  materials  idiich  had  gathered 
on  the  frontiers  daring  the  former  embargo,  and 
Nt  at  defiance  the  civil  and  military  force  of 
the  country,  was  now  scattered  and  had  be^ 
replaced  by  a  sound  and  healthy  population. 
It  requires  very  different  provisions  to  enforce 
SB  interdict  on  an  inland  frontier,  from  what 
are  snfflcient  to  exclude  foreign  vessels  from 


the  Atlantic  coast  Should  we  find  it  neces- 
sary again  to  resort  to  restrictive  nteasures  on 
the  frontiers,  we  sliould  enact  a  law  that  would 
be  prompt  and  effectual:  one  that  should  be 
armed  with  severe  penalties,  and  rigidly  en- 
forced by  nnmerooauidvi^Uant  officers.  When 
a  crisia  in  our  commercial  affairs  demanded 
sndi  a  measare,  Ur.  I.  said,  it  should  receive 
his  humble,  though  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Stobbb  said  that  the  only  effect  of  re- 
fusing the  amendment  of  the  gentieman  from 
Vermont,  (Ur.  Mallaht,)  was  to  interdict  the 
trade  between  tiie  norUiem  States  and  the 
British  Colonies  on  our  northern  frontiers. 
This  trade,  Mr.  S.  said,  is  not  affected  by  the 
spirit  of  our  late  navigation  laws.  It  has  been 
open  under  all  of  tiiem.  On  a  question  that 
related  only  to  the  interests  of  onr  ship  owners, 
in  the  freight  between  our  ports  and  the  Brit- 
ish West  India  islands,  we  should  not  go  out  of 
our  way  to  Interdict  a  trade  which  he  thought 
was  not  within  the  general  policy  of  the  meas- 
ure befbre  the  House.  The  oljeet  of  the  bill 
is  to  secure  to  onr  na^^ting  interest  a  fair 
shsj^  and  equal  advantage  of  competition  in 
the  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  We  are  to  soy 
whether  this  Colonial  trade  shall  continue  to  be 
carried  on  in  British  vessels,  exclusively,  after 
the  Order  in  Council,  under  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, of  1626,  has  excluded  American  ship 
owners  from  all  participation  in  it,  It  is  ad- 
mitted, on  all  hands,  that  the  trade  itself  is  val- 
uable to  both  countries.  The  Colonies  and  the 
West  India  interest  in  England  are  as  deeply 
interested  to  continue  it  as  we  are.  TSo  one 
pretends  that  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  ex- 
clude their  iffoduotions  fhnn  our  markets,  or 
withhold  our  own  from  theirs,  if  it  is  not  to  be 
done  at  the  sacrifice  of  our  shipping  interest  to 
a  foreign  monopoly ;  and  so  far  aa  the  mere 
exchange  of  prodncts  is  concerned,  it  is  the 
professed  object  of  both  countries  to  continue 
the  trade  itself.  We  now  propose,  and  very 
properly,  to  secure  to  onr  own  ships  at  least  a 
fair  share  of  the  freight  of  our  productions  and 
what  we  take  from  tliem,  or  to  exclude  British 
ships  from  it.  Now,  sir,  the  trade  across  our 
inland  frontier  and  the  Lakes,  with  Canada,  has 
no  connection  with  the  differences  which  have 
brought  this  measure  before  us;  and  the  effect 
of  closing  it  is  onW  to  inflict  on  those  interested 
in  it,  in  several  of  the  nwdiem  States,  the  evils 
of  an  interdiction,  without  any  benefit  to  either 
party.  The  policy  of  our  navigation  laws  has 
only  been  to  interdict  trade  in  British  vessels, 
by  sea,  to  ports  from  which  our  own  ships  are 
excluded  by  Great  Britain.  The  northern  trade 
wiUi  Canada  has  been  open  under  all  these 
laws,  and  no  one  has  ever  thought,  before  now, 
of  shutting  that  trade  up,  to  coerce  Great  Brit- 
ain to  admit  American  vessels  into  her  West 
India  ports.  The  only  reason  now  offered  for 
extending  an  interdiction  to  this  trade  is,  that 
the  products  of  the  frontier  countries  of  some 
of  the  States  may  possibly  find  their  way  to  the 
British  West  I&^  idaoids,  through  the  Can- 
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adas ;  and  we  have  been  asked  whj  the  acts  of 
Parliament  and  Order  in  Council  have  left  that 
trade  open,  tmless  Great  Britain  expects  to  sup- 
ply ^em  with  American  products  through  the 
northern  Lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  f  It  is 
certain  that  she  could  not  do  this  profitably, 
from  1820  to  1623,  while  the  interdiction  was 
sabstantiajly  In  force  in  the  Atlantic  ports. 

Mr.  Mallart  spoke  in  re^Ij.  The  gentle* 
man  from  Lonl^aQa  had  innsted,  that  if  the 
bill  passed,  it  ought  to  exclude  the  trade  from 
the  United  States  to  Canada,  and  one  argnment 
he  had  advanced,  vaa  derived  from  the  oonati- 
tntion.  He  was  avare  of  the  gentleman** 
standing  and  lenl  reputation,  and  was  ready 
to  confess  that  ue  gentleman  was  far  superior 
to  himself;  bnt,  learned  and  able  as  he  was, 
on  the  present  occasion  he  was  mistaken.  The 
gentleman  says  that  no  preference  is  to  be 
given  by  any  r^ulatioa  of  commerce  to  the 

Sorts  of  one  State  over  those  of  another.  He 
id  not  object  to  this  principle,  but  was  it  not 
then  plain,  that,  accoroin^  to  that  article  of  the 
constitution,  no  one  particular  section  of  the 
trnion  might,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce, 
he  deprivM  of  a  branch  of  trade,  while  the  rest 
of  the  Union  was  suffered  to  e^Joy  it !  If  the 
nle  was  good,  it  oogfat  to  work  both  ways. 
Tb»  country  on  tiie  mnttier.  now  enjoys  Uie 
bmefit  of  the  Canadian  trade  to  Europe.  It 
was  only  through  the  Canadas  that  their  heavy 
articles  could  reach  the  £nropean  ports.  Kow, 
iif  Congress  should  deprive  them  of  this  trade, 
while  it  continued  to  be  ei^oyed  by  the  Atlan- 
tic ports,  would  it  not,  on  uie  gentleman's  own 
principle,  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion ?  How  mxL^  the  bill  operate  1  Unless  the 
amendment  is  introduced,  it  cuts  up  the  whole 
of  the  Canadian  trade,  both  Colonial  and  Eu- 
ropean ;  bat  it  leaves  to  the  ports  on  the  At- 
lantic all  the  trade  tbej  now  have,  saving  only 
that  branch  of  it  whidi  is  carried  on  with  the 
British  Vest  India  iskmds.  This  b  not  treat* 
ing  di&rent  seetimi  of  oonntry  alike.  Its  ef- 
fect is  maid&stly  m^ost  It  de^roys  the  whtde 
trade  of  the  interior,  because  a  small  portion 
of  that  trade  happens  to  be  connected  viih  the 
snl^ect  of  the  bill.  It  annihilates  the  trade  of 
an  unportant  portion  of  the  country  merely  to 
give  a  preference  to  American  bottoms  in  the 
trade  with  the  West  Indies.  There  is  but  two 
millions  engaged  in  the  direct  trade  with  those 
islands,  and  that  whole  amount  may  still  be 
carried  on  at  a  small  inoonveidenoe,  throng 
neutral  ports. 

At  this  stage  of  the  debate,  the  bill  which 
had  passed  the  Senate  <»  the  same  snlttect  was 
xeeefved;  when 

Mr.  TraiuNaoir  remarlced  that  this  was  the 
last  day  of  the  sesoon  on  which  bills  could  be 
sent  from  this  House  to  the  Senate.  A  bill,  he 
said,  having  been  just  received  from  that  body, 
relating  to  the  subject  now  under  consideration, 
which  would  enable  this  House,  according  to 
the  existing  joint  rule,  to  act  on  the  subject 
now  before  it,  ^ther  on  to^mwrow  or  next 
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day,  he  fdt  it  to  be  his  6uty  to  make  ■  molica 
which  woold  afford  an  opportomty  to  eoandcr 
and  pass  several  bills  of  great  importanoe,  nor 
penmng  before  the  Eonse,  and  to  send  sadi 
hills  to  the  other  House,  to  be  aeted  upon  div- 
ing the  present  sesnon.  He  then  mored  thit 
the  bill  under  con8iderati<ai  behodoa^tfr- 
ble,  to  be  taken  np  to-morrow. 

This  motion  prevailed,  and  the  hill  vas  as- 
oordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  tm  HwDrcadit 
the  derit'a  taUe;  when 

Mr.  ToaamoR  moved  Us  refertnce  to  Oi 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

JSt.  LmiresTov  moved  it  to  be  refemd  tea 
Committee  (tf  the  whole  Boon  on  ttie  state  ef 
the  Union.  After  some  ccmveraatioB  betvca 
Messrs.  Toiojnsov  and  Fosstth,  on  motioo  d 
the  latter,  the  bill  was  laid  mtm  the  tid4e  (syts 
71j^oes  62)  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  military  appropriation  bill  haviiw  beea 
received  from  tiie  Senate,  with  amm&icoli 
striking  out  the  proviso  adopted  by  this  Booec; 
and  which  restricted  the  payment  of  douUe  ra- 
tions to  officers  *'  commanding  garrisons  sad 
military  posts; " 

The  question  being  on  agredng  witii  thii 
amendment  of  the  SeuBte^ 

On  Uiis  question,  a  debate  at  mat  atroi 
took  place,  (involving,  anbstantially,  the  am 

f)rinciple  as  that  which  arose  when  the  prori*- 
on  was  inserted,)  and  in  which  Messrs. 
Wkbsteb,  BBBirr,  Dxattoh,  Wood  ai  Kev 
York,  FoBSTTH,  and  Kitchkll  oC  Tennessee 
took  part. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  m  Botkaof 
}tr.  Cooks,  waa  taken  by  yeaa  aad  aal 
decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  art 

agreed  to. 

[On  the  following  day,  the  Houa  receded 
from  its  disagreement] 


l^amaDXT,  Hanih  1. 

ICr.  WooM,  d  OMo,  tnm  the  Committee  en 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  which  was  nttrHi  Hi* 
bill  from  the  Senate,  to  suthoritt  thc8ta»oC 
Indiana  to  locate  and  mal»  a  canal  tbcrrin 
named,  reported  the  same  without  amendmect. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  rea£iif^ 
and  it  was  read  a  tldrd  time  aoccHdingJy,  and 
passed. 

Th4  2tiuy—8k^  Timiber, 

The  HoQse  then  went  into  C<Mnnuttee  cl  die 
Vhcde  oo  the  state  of  the  Uidon,  Mr.  Srascs 
in  tiie  ehalr,  and  took  np  the  l»nfivtiwpad- 
nal  inta^ase  and  unprovement  of  Uia  Vavy. 

Mr.  Stobbs  (Chamnan  of  the  Connitteeoa 
Naval  Affaln)  moved  to  amend  the  UD  ia  t&ax 
section  which  refns  to  the  preservation  (tfnl- 
uable  ship  timber,  after  the  w«ds  **live  oak.** 
by  inserting  the  worda  **or  other  timber;" 
which  was  agreed  to. 


The  Jfmjf—Skip  Timber. 
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IfimU  Academy. 

Vr.  Eisnuir  moved  to  strike  oat  the  Bev- 
enth  secUoD  of  the  bill,  (which  provides  for  & 
Kiral  Academ;^.) 

Kr.  WiOKLtFFB  advocated  this  motion,  and 
insisted  that  the  prop<sed  school  was  uooeces- 
ury ;  bat  if  it  most  be  erected,  farther  leave 
ihonld  be  allowed  to  digsat  mlea  and  r^B:Dla- 
tiona  for  it. 

Mr.  BuoHAirAK  replied,  and  defended  the 
ne^ore,  which  he  argued  to  be  a  great  public 
pioi  u  adding  science  to  the  praoraoal  uotI- 
tige  of  oar  naval  officers. 

KT.  Ebbmeb  supported  the  amendment.  It 
was  opposed  at  great  length  hy 

It.  DurroN,  who  defended  the  valne  and 
intportanoe  of  sneh  a  seminary. 

Mr.  BimoEs  wished  farther  Information  be- 
fore lie  coald  vote  in  favor  of  this  feature  of 
(be  biH  He  opposed  the  idea  of  any  oUier  in- 
ttntction  as  a  BODatitate  for  that  which  is  gata- 
edatsea. 

Mr.  WxtuB  said,  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tQcVj  (Ur.  Wioelistb)  was  opposed  to  this 
Kbool,  because  "  the  Academy  at  West  Point 
tisd  been  so  managed,  in  his  opinion,  as  to  be 
■Itogether  a  matter  of  patroni^  and  that  it 
ns  80  far  from  benefiung  the  sons  of  poor 
men,  that  he  had  known  one  member  of  Oon- 
pcH  to  have  three  srau  edncated  there ;  ^o, 
at  would  not  vote  for  another  establiahment  of 
tbc  sort,  no  matt«r  by  what  name  it  shonld  be 
aUed."  He  wonld  ask  that  gentleman,  and 
tbe  committee,  if  snch  were  the  facts,  whether 
the  fault  was  not  with  Congress,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  enact  snch  mles  and  regolations  as 
ought  to  govern  that  institntion.  The  honora- 
member  from  Rhode  Island  as  well  as  other 
gentlemen  opposed  to  a  Kaval  School,  appeared 
to  forget  tiiat  warrants  were  (and  very  prop- 
erijr]  granted  to  jonths  at  a  very  early  and 
^fomr  age,  before  they  can  (even  if  they  are 
sons  m  rich  and  wealthy  parents,  able  to 
WW  the  enense)  o'bttia  a  snitaUo  eanoadon 
to  render  them  as  nsefld  and  respectable  as 
%  might  and  onght  to  be  through  life.  He 
pntnmed  no  one  wotdd  deny  the  benefit,  as 
veQ  as  gratification,  resnlting  bom  a  scientifio 
^Qcation,  not  often  to  be  obtuned  on  board  of 
ni^  bat  contemplated  to  be  afforded  to  all  at 
Naval  School.  Again,  he  would  remind 
tbe  committee  of  the  very  great  advantage  that 
would  result  from  having  snch  an  institntion 
M*r  at  hand,  to  which  the  Secretary  might  di- 
wrt  young  officers,  when  in  port,  to  go,  for  im- 
prorement,  instead  of  granting  fhrlonghs  indis- 
^nniinstely,  as  now  done,  ^liging  them  to 
■peod  most  waet^ully,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
wten  most  destmctivdy,  if  not  dishonorably, 
tbw  pittance  of  half  pay. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Now  York,  having  also  re- 
plied, 

question  was  taken  an  strikiDg  ont,  and 

*Jjied,  ayes  71,  noes  65. 
ibe  committee  then  rose. 


[H.  o»  R. 

tbe  Home,  the  amendments  reported 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  Haval  BiO. 
were  taken  np  in  order,  and  severally  agreed 
to,  until  tiie  Honse  came  to  that  which  strikes 
out  the  section  providing  for  a  Kaval  School. 
On  the  question  of  concnrrenoe  in  this  amend- 
ment. Six.  WxEua  demanded  the  yeas  and  ni^ 
which  were  ordered  by  the  Honse. 

Mr.  HomiAH  stated  his  views  briefly  in  op- 
position to  snch  an  institution,  and  in  favor  of 
concurrence  in  the  vote  of  the  committee. 

Hr.  Stores  replied,  denying  that  the  subject 
was  novel,  and  insisting  that  tne  subject  was 
least  sevra,  if  not  twelve  years  old.  This  very 
bilL  he  said,  had  lain  for  fifteen  mmths  <m  the 
table.  He  went  fnto  a  foil  ezpodtion  of  the 
plan,  which  he  earnestly  defonmd. 

Ht.  Sawtkb  said  the  estimate  of  appropria- 
tions for  tiie  Kavy,  will  present  an  aggregate  of 
upww^s  of  three  millions,  which  is  naif  a  mil- 
lion more  than  last  year;  itwasthen$3,626,61SL 
althoagh  tbe  half  million  allowed  out  of  that 
sum,  for  the  gradual  increase,  was  not  then 
called  for,  tbe  law  having  expired.  But  to  pro- 
mote these  maxims  of  economy,  we  are  called 
upon  to  extend  the  term  for  tiie  gradnal  in- 
crease, and  contrive  some  way  to  economize 
this  half  million  annually  out  of  the  Treasury. 
Three  schemes  are  devised :  one,  to  bay  more 
timber  and  lay  np  to  season;  another,  to  ocm- 
Btmct  docks;  and  a  third,  to  li^  the  founda- 
tion for  a  School  of  Naval  Education. 

Te  have  a  Navy  of  18  ships  of  tiie  line,  SO 
frigates,  and  sloops  in  proportion,  besides  sev- 
eral of  each  class,  on  the  stocks ;  and,  althon^ 
our  revenue  fSfiUs  short  more  than  a  million  this 
year,  and  the  time  has  expired  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy,  yet  as  economy  must  t>e 
consnlted,  we  mast  build  docks,  cut  down  trees, 
and  even  establish  a  Naval  School  As  I  do 
not  understand  this  kind  of  economy,  I  shall 
not  agree  to  do  ^ther.  I  am  willing  to  let  the 
trees  grow  longer,  and  to  let  our  officers  learn 
naval  tactics  at  sea.  While  other  nations  are 
dismantiing,  or  pladng  their  na^es  on  a  peaoa 
estabfiahment,  I  tliink  we  ouf^t  to  be  aatisfted 
with  the  present  number  of  oor  ships,  until  we 
see  Btnne  ngns  for  the  actual  nse  of  them.  Fat 
all  purposes  of  exhibition  or  parade,  for  the 
gratification  of  national  vanity,  I  think  the  ex- 
penditure of  upwards  of  three  millions  ought  to 
suffice. 

The  gentieman  from  Nev  York  {Mr.  SroBBe) 
has  just  told  us,  this  school,  with  its  nine  pro- 
fessors, is  to  cost  us  but  $7,000  a  year.  But, 
has  the  gentleman  taken  into  the  calculation  the 
purchase  of  gronnd  and  buildings  for  the  loc^ 
tion.  But  taking  it  for  granted  that  it  will  oort 
only  that  sum,  that  small  sum  may  prove  a 
canker  in  the  body  politic.  Itwilltendtocomipt 
the  whcde  mass  of  the  nation.  We  see  the  e^ 
fleets  which  are  produced  by  our  Military  Acad- 
emy ;  the  annual  proselytes  which  it  adds  to 
the  Administration :  but  when  this  vast  source 
of  promotion  and  patronage  is  added,  when 
tbne  ia  no  Umit  to  vm  number  admissible,  we 
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can  readily  judge  wbatapowerfule^ioe  it  may 
prove  in  favor  of  tlie  Government.  The  tempta- 
tion to  gain  admission  there  will  be  irresistible. 
It  will  pervade  every  quarter  of  the  Union.  The 
dull  pursuits  of  oinl  life  will  be  abandoned ; 
labor  will  be  ahonned  aa  ignominious,  and  a 
general  rtuh  will  be  made  hj  the  higher  class 
of  oor  population  for  the  wiae-opened  doora  of 
this  schooL  This  must  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
duce degeneracy  and  corruption  of  the  public 
morality,  and  change  our  simple  Republican 
habits. 

Mr.  Bradlit  foUowed  on  the  same  aide.  He 
had  understood,  from  authority  upon  which  he 
placed  the  most  perfect  reliance,  that  it  re- 
quired seven  years*  service  to  make  a  prime  sea- 
man. The  present  mode  of  educating  midship- 
men, was  to  instruct  them  in  navigation  during 
yojBges,  between  decks,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
they  were  acquiring  the  habits  of  a  sailor's  life, 
and  learning  uie  parts  and  management  of  a  ship 
both  in  calms  and  tempests.  He  put  it  then,  by 
whj  oi  inquiry,  how  tne  public  interest  could 
be  subserred  by  ^ving  them  a  preparatory  ed- 
ucatloQ  on  shore,  when  so  much  time  must  be 
aifterwsrds  consumed  before  they  could  be  per- 
fect in  their  duty. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Kew  York,  lo  answer,  stated 
a  varieirr  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  British  Navy 
and  ita  Marine  sdiDol,  to  show  the  advantages 
which  xni^t  be  eiqiected  from  a  schod  of  this 
iprt. 

Mr.  OooEE  said  a  few  words  in  answer,  the 
substance  of  which  was,  that  the  American 
naval  officers  were  not  inferior,  in  any  respect, 
to  the  BriUah,  though  we  have  hitherto  haid  no 
Kaval  SchooL 

Mr.  Wood  ezpluned,  and  deided  having 
made  or  meant  any  >nch  assortion. 

Mr.  ITwMKB  spoke  in  iqitpodtion  to  the  floho<d, 
M  intended  to  increase  the  patronage  of  the 
XnentiTe,  and  ealoolated  to  injure  the  morals 
of  the  yoimg  men  who  mi^t  enter  it. 

Ihe  qnestton  was  then  taken,  b^  yeas  and 
pays,  on  ooncurrlng  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  striMng  out  the  piurt  of  the  bill  which 
relates  to  a  Naval  SchooL  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  86,  nays  76. 

So  that  part  of  the  bill  was  atruck  out. 


Fbtoat,  March  2. 
BritiA  -Celenial  Trade, 

On  moti<m  <^  Mr.  Tomunbov,  all  the  orders 
which  preceded  the  Colonial  Trade  Bill  were 
^qpenBed  with;  and  the  House  took  up  the 
hill  as  received  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ToMUNsoN  proceeded  to  state  the  sub- 
stance of  the  biU,  and  to  explun  the  operation 
and  effect  of  the  amendment.  The  first  sec- 
tion, he  said,  proposed  to  abolish  the  dis- 
criminating duties  which  are  imposed  by  our 
laws,  on  British  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  ar- 
riving in  tlie  United  States  from  the  British 
coloidol  ports,  after  the  Slst  of  December  next ; 


the  second  suspended  until  that  day,  the  acta 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  April,  1618;  tie 
16th  of  May,  1820;  andthe  let  of  Man^  lt^23; 
and  the  third  section  authorized  the  President 
to  issue  his  prodamatioQ,  declaring  that  tlM 
acts  suspended  by  the  second  section  are  re- 
pealed, If  he  should,  at  any  time,  befwe  the 
81st  cf  December  nex^  reodra  aatisfadory 
evidence  that  the  prohibition  of  cfnnnierdil 
intercourse,  by  the  British  Order  in  Coimdl 
of  July  last,  had  ceased,  and  that  no  discrim- 
inating  duUea  of  tonnage  or  impost  are  impoccd 
in  the  ports  enumerate  in  the  first  sectioo  of 
the  bill,  on  the  vessels  or  produce  tiX  the  United 
States  arriving  in  such  ports.  If^  therefor^ 
the'bill  from  the  Senate  snonld  become  a  Isv, 
and  no  arrangements  should  be  made  between 
the  two  Governments  before  the  Slrt  of  De- 
cember next,  British  vusels  would,  after  that 
time,  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  British  colonies,  paying  no 
discriminating  duties  whatever,  other  on  their 
tonnage  or  cargoes,  while  vessds  of  the  Umtcd 
States  would  be  absolutely  excluded  from  the 
BriUsh  West  Indies,  and  the  other  cdonies 
named  in  the  Order  in  Council,  except  the  coo- 
tinentol  colonies  in  North  America;  and  in 
the  ports  of  the  latter  colonies,  American  ves- 
sels would  be  required  to  |>ay  on  their  toonag* 
and  cargoes,  the  discrlmiaatiog  duties  wh^ 
had  been  continued  by  that  order.  Such  a 
state  of  the  trade  would  result  from  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  unless  some  measure  should  be 
a&pted  by  our  Government  to  prevent  it,  be- 
fore or  at  the  period  mentioned. 

In  t^e  mean  time,  the  act  of  1^8  bdng  so>- 
pended  \!j  the  seecmd  section  <rf  the  aet  befim 
the  House,  British  vesaeb  would  not  only 
enter  our  ports  directly  from  the  British  colo- 
nies, but  would  be  allowed  to  depart  thence, 
laden  with  our  produce,  to  any  part  of  the 
world.  They  might  even  clear  wrectly  for 
Cuba,  or  any  other  West  India  island,  or  clears 
ing  for  the  British  colonies,  beii^  in  conse- 
quenoe  of  the  suspension  of  that  act,  no  longer 
obliged  to  give  bonds  to  land  their  cargoes  is 
a  British  colonial  port,  they  might  engage  in 
carrying,  as  they  would  be  allowed  to  oarry, 
our  own  produce  to  any  market, 

Kow,  sir,  sdd  Mr.  T.,  is  it  not  apparent  to 
every  mind,  and  can  it  be  denied  or  doabted, 
that  this  state  of  the  commercial  intercooTM 
between  the  Britjsh  colonies  and  the  United 
States,  will  be  decidedly  disadvantogeoas  to  oar 
navigation,  besides  placing  this  nation  befcnv 
the  world,  in  the  attitude  of  humiliation  t  To 
permit  it  would  be  to  abandon  entirely  the 
ground  which  this  country  had  unifonnly 
maintained,  in  its  commercial  relations  and  iu- 
tercourse  with  all  nations.  It  would  be  a  de- 
parture from  the  principles  which  had  govern- 
ed our  coundls  from  the  organization  of  our 
Government.  For  himself  he  was  free  to  Miy 
that  be  would  not  yield  his  assent  to  a  measure 
which  involved  such  oonsequeucea.  Sncfa  a 
state  of  things  ought  not  to  exist.  Inhia<^n- 
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ion,  a  doe  regard  to  the  htmor  of  the  country 
fbrinde  it.  The  rl^ts  and  honmr  of  the  naUon 
ba  voidd  maintauL  However  anztons  he 
mi^  be  that  the  two  QoTenuneuta  ahould  make 
t  friendlj  and  satisfactorj  arrangemoit,  in 
reflect  to  a  sabject  whidi  had  so  long  been 
in  negotiation,  he  was,  hy  no  means,  prepared 
to  gire  his  consent  to  an  act,  which,  in  the 
emit  of  no  arrangement  being  made,  would 
leare  British  shipping  in  possession  of  the 
vbote  trade  with  the  BrlUsh  West  Indies,  and 
to  |ire  to  it  a  most  maoifest  advantage  in  the 
cootinentBl  ports,  while  it  left  our  own  naviga- 
tkn  pressed  hj  all  the  embarrassments  and 
testricticHis  to  which  it  was  now  subjected  hj 
British  laws.  If  this  bill  should  become  a  law, 
h  thoodit  Hs  tendency  woold  be  to  procrasti- 
nite,  mber  than  to  facilitete  an  arrangement 
between  the  two  QoTemmraits. 

fie  WH  utterly  opposed  to  the  adoption  of 
nqr  measure,  which  did  not  establish  an  ulti- 
Bute  exdudoQ  ftom  our  ports,  of  British  ships 
CDoniu:  from  the  colonies,  in  case  Great  Britain 
thonldctmtinue  the  provisions  of  her  Order  in 
Council  If  that  order  should  not  be  annulled, 
be  deemed  an  interdict  of  all  intercourse  with 
the  British  colonies  indispensable,  and  he 
entertained  the  decided  opinion  that  the  inter- 
dict ought  DOW  to  be  established  by  Congress, 
to  take  effect  after  a  reasonable  Ume.  The 
trantof  such  an  interdict  constituted  the  chief 
defect  of  the  bill  nader  condderatiini,  ai^  with 
IniD,  an  insuperable  olfaction  to  It. 

Kr.  T.  said  he  ahomd  have  preferred  the 
iOtli  of  September  next,  as  the  period  when 
tbeivohilation  of  the  colonial  intercourse  pro- 
poxd  by  the  amendment  should  take  effect, 
tbe  former  acta,  on  the  same  subject,  having 
enoo  into  operation  on  the  80th  or  September 
Kit  following  their  passage ;  but  he  was  not 
disposed  to  insist  on  that  dny,  and  was  willing, 
far  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  passage  of  a 
proDer  act,  which  he  deemed  important,  to  ex- 
tend the  period  to  the  81st  of  Decemljer  next, 
hi  this  opinion  he  nuderstood  the  Committco 
on  Commerce  to  concur.  A  full  and  fair  op- 
tntamtj^  would  thereby  be  afforded  to  settle, 
17  oegotiatifm,  a  peq>lexing  and  diflBcnlt  ques- 
tion, affectjos  important  interests. 

The  interact  at  the  Order  in  Council  took 
effect  in  leas  tlum  four  mouths  after  the  pro- 
Bmlgatim  of  the  order,  hut  we,  by  this  amend- 
ment, do  not  propose  an  interdict  until  the 
^pw  of  ten  months,  although  the  British  inter- 
dict has  been  in  operation  smce  last  December. 
Tbis  cvrtainly  was  liberal,  perhaps  too  liberal; 
bat  it  would  manifest  a  friendly  spirit,  as  well 
«s  a  spirit  of  forbearance  on  tJhe  part  of  tliis 
GovMnmeut.  It  will,  however,  give  the 
Britiih  Gownment  distinctly  to  understand, 
vliat  is  our  purpose  on  the  hu^uiing  of  an 
wait  which  we  wish  to  avoid.  He  would  not 
leave  the  matter  In  a  state  of  uncertainty, 
vuieh  might,  and  probably  would,  induce  tlie 
witiih  Goremment  to  speculate  on  our  ultj- 
mttemeanire.  It  waa  dm  to  franlaieBai  that 


the  measure  by  which  we  mean  to  abide  be 
sow  fixed. 

The  measure  certaioly  oould  not  be  Justly 
offennve  to  Great  Britidn.  Kie  had  w  ri^it 
to  except  to  it,  having  herself  led  the  way.  It 
was  not  a  threat,  but  a  measure  of  protectim 
on  our  part 

In  order  to  effect  the  interdict  which  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  considered  expedient^ 
the  amendment  he  had  offered  proposed  po  re- 
vive the  acts  of  the  18th  of  Apnl,  1618,  and  of 
the  16th  of  Uay,  1820,  which  constituted  the 
interdiction  deemed  proper  by  Omigress  at  that 
time,  under  circumstances  like  uie  present. 
The  measure  now  proposed  had  bera  tested  by 
experience,  and  found  effectual.  It  had  once 
indnoed  l^eat  Britain  to  open  her  colonial 
porta  to  our  navuation,  and  would  probably 
iM  again  followed  by  a  lUu  reaolt.  It  was  the 
safer  mode,  because  it  had  been  tried.  The 
constmction  of  those  acts  had  been  settled,  and 
was  well  understood.  He,  therefore,  was  will- 
ing to  substitute  tiio  system  established 
those  acts  for  the  interdict  originally  proposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  It  was  co^ 
extensive  with  the  Order  in  Council,  and  met^ 
and  would,  he  hoped,  thwart,  the  object  of  it. 

The  amendment  provides,  also,  that  the  act 
of  Harch  1st,  1823,  shall  be  repealed  on  the 
81st  of  Decomber  next,  and  thus  will  take  away 
that  obstacle  to  negotiation.  Hr.  T.  s^d  he 
felt  folly  satisfied  that  no  measure  of  leas  rigor 
than  that  proposed  in  the  amendment,  ought  to 
be  adoptM;  but  with  that  alteration  <»  the 
bill,  he  shoidd  give  it  his  support.  Unless  the 
principle  of  the  amendment  should  be  Incor- 

E orated  into  the  bill  in  some  form,  it  was  to 
im  very  objectionable,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it 
ought  not  to  be  passed. 

He  said  he  haa  proposed  In  the  amendment, 
cert^  modifications  of  the  section  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  under  consideration,  which 
were  intended,  by  a  change  of  the  phraseology, 
to  remove  an  ambiguity  that  was  apparent  on 
a  slight  examination  of  it,  and  to  make  the 
section  clear  and  explicit.  As  the  section 
stood,  it  might  lead  to  difficulty,  in  case  it 
shoold  become  neeessary  to  carry  It  into  effect. 
He  submitted  the  amendment  to  the  House,  in 
the  hope  that  it  would  be  approved. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  rose  to  state  what  he  under- 
stood to  be  tho  difference  between  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  and  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  of  the  House,  and  the 
effect  which  would  be  produced  on  the  bill  of 
the  Senate  by  the  amendment  just  proposed  by 
the  gentloman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Tomlin- 
BOS.)  The  bill  from  tho  Senate  proposes  to 
suffer  the  trade  to  remain  as  it  now  is,  until 
the  8l8t  of  December  next;  suspends  the  acta 
of  1818, 1820,  and  1823,  except  in  regard  to 
the  diacrimioating  duties,  until  that  time ;  aftw 
the  Slst  of  December,  the  discriminating  dntie* 
a»  r.bolishcd,  but  the  acts  of  1618,  1820,  and 
1828,  win  stand  aa  they  now  do,  and  if,  in  the 
mean  time,  no  arrangement  is  made,  the  Fresl- 
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dent  miut,  aoooiding  to  tBe  proTirion  of  the 
act  of  1628,  inne  his  proclamation  annonndng 
tiie  existence  of  the  uot,  vpoa  which  the  acts 
of  1818  and  1820  are  immediately  in  force. 
The  bill  of  the  Committee  on  Oommerce  of  the 
Bonse  interdicts  all  interooarse  afl:er  the  80th 
of  September,  imless  one  of  two  propositions 
offered  to  Great  Britain  hj  the  bill  is  accepted 
before  that  day.  In  the  mean  time  the  trade 
remains  as  it  is.  After  that  time,  if  no  arrange- 
ment is  made,  there  is  an  interdict  of  all  inter- 
coarse.  The  difference  between  tlie  two  pro- 
positions is,  as  to  time,  l>etween  the  80tn  of 
September  and  the  80th  of  December.  Onr 
bill  proposes  express  tenaa  on  which  lUone  the 
trade  can  be  re^ored  to  its  former  state.  The 
other  leaves  the  whole  matter  open  to  negotia- 
tion. Both  flr«  fbouded  oa  a  belief  that  tiie 
British  Oovemment  Is  disposed  to  ma^e  a  fiur 
arrangement  The  proposition  of  the  Senate 
Is  prtferable,  as  it  f^ves  more  time,  and  leaves 
the  whole  subject  to  negotiation^nembarrassed 
by  lefpslative  propositions.  The  gentleman 
now  proposes,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Senate's 
bill,  to  revive  the  acts  of  1818  and  1820,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  of  1828,  after  the  81st  of  De- 
conlwr,  leaving  the  trade  Jast  as  it  would  stand 
nnder  the  bill,  until  that  time.  The  proposed 
amendment  is  unneoessarily  inv<^v«l.  The 
acts  ol  1818  and  1820  being  suspended  by  the 
»t  of  1828,  will  revive  whenever  the  act  of 
1828  is  repeialed.  The  proportion  is,  therefore, 
simply  to  repeal,  on  the  Slst  day  of  December, 
the  act  of  1828,  the  trade  beii^,  in  the  mean 
time,  iu  tiie  same  condition  as  it  will  be  if  the 
Senate's  bill  should  beeome  a  law.  The  value 
oi  the  proposed  amendment  would  be  peroepti- 
Ue  by  ocmsidering  the  relative  cooaition  in 
which  the  trade  wonld  stand  on  the  Slst  of 
December,  supposing  that  no  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement is  made  m  the  interim,  onder  the 
bill  of  the  Senate,  as  it  is,  and  as  it  would  be, 
if  the  amendment  should  be  adopted.  On  the 
Slst  o$  December,  aoder  the  Senate's  bilL  all 
the  acts  of  1818, 1820,  and  1828,  will  stand  as 
they  now  do,  save  only  that  ilie  disorimihating 
duties  win  be  repealed.  Hie  FK^oit  must 
Issue  his  proclamation  nnder  the  act  of  1628, 
and  the  acts  of  1818  and  1820  interdicting  in- 
terconrse  will  bo  enforced.  Under  the  hul  as 
proposed  to  be  amended,  the  act  of  1828,  which 
somends  the  acts  of  1818  and  1820,  being  re- 
pealed, the  acts  of  1816  and  1820  are  enforced 
without  a  proclamation.  The  whole  difference 
then  is  between  en  interdict  preceded  by  pro- 
clamation of  the  Prendent  and  an  interdict 
without  a  proclamation.  Entertuning  as  he 
did.  the  belief  that  the  act  of  1823  did  not  vest 
a  discretion  in  the  Present  to  withhold  the 
proclamation  after  the  fut  oontemplated  by 
the  act  ooonrred,  Jir.  F.  oonld  not  see  tlio 
policy  of  touching  the  Senators  bill.  He  sub* 
mitted  to  the  honmUe  Ghdrman  of  the  G(nn- 
mitteo  of  Oommerce,  and  to  the  gentlemen 
who  thought  with  him,  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  at  oDoe  to  ad(^  the  biU  <tf  tho  Sot^ 


and  pot  on  end  to  the  qnestimL  Vers  he  era 
inconwA  In  that  otdmni,  aa.the  Fiwdtit 
would'hava  &ie  power,  nnder  tiie  set  of  IBn. 
to  issue  the  proclamatimi,  Ur.  F.  ymsmti 
gentiemen  would  be  willing  to  rely  upon  tbt 
firmness  of  the  Chief  Hogistnte  to  do  Ilut 
which  they  seemed  to  believe  the  public  inta- 
est  would  require.  Ur.  F.  could  iK>t  wAa- 
stand  why  the  proposed  amendment  v»  nrpd 
as  less  humiliating  than  the  Senate's  bill,  or 
in  what  respect  it  produced  any  sltentioD  ii 
the  trade  between  this  and  the  Slst  of  Deoeo- 
ber.  If  be  was  incorrect  in  his  views  d  the 
matter,  he  stood  open  to  conviction,  sod  voaU 
acknowledge  the  error,  vboi  it  Aodd  lit 
pointed  out  to  him. 

Ur.  AsoHn  thought  it  was  natToyiHto- 
rial  which  of  the  two  proporitioss  the  Bow 
shonld  accept.  He  was  one  ctf  Aon  vbo 
thought  there  eoold  be  no  sort  cf  advnbf* 
from  a  retrospect  of  what  had  taken  pltn 
Our  otiJect  at  present  was  to  jptodnw  a 
arrangement  of  the  existing  difficnltj— ttd 
whether,  by  going  back  to  the  steps  iriatl  bad 
been  taken,  we  should  prove  that  we,  or  Grot 
Britain,  had  been  in  tne  wrong,  it  wosli  a 
his  opinion,  be  equally  ondei^Ue.  Tbot 
was  but  one  purpose  for  which  such  s  RttO' 
spect  could  be  necessary,  viz :  te  detenniDe  ft 
what  pcAnt  in  the  CMitrover^  we  had  aor 
rived.  If  this  Government  does  Mt  iusa» 
age,  and  without  necessity  provoke  tim  of 
Great  Britain,  there  will  niMonbtedlT  be  a 
at^ustment.  It  was  impossible  she  sbnU 
refuse  to  put  the  trade  upon  a  proper  fDotin^ 
unle»  she  should  have  her  national  inidep- 
voked  by  some  offensive  features  in  oor  tdIL 
What  was,  in  truth,  the  great  ^Sa&x  b^ 
twoen  the  Senate's  bill,  and  ^e  amatdmeot  U 
this  House?  Both  held  out  snbstantiillrtbe 
same  terms.  According  to  both,  the  trade  vi 
remidn  as  it  now  standi  till  Deoember.  tbt 
amendment  couples  with  this  a  matter  a 
offence— a,  menaoe  of  interact  It  telU  Grtit 
Britain  that  yon  hcAi  a  rod  onr  btf  li» 
Why  mnst  this  be  added?  Do  we  v«it  id 
o£fendt  Dowewishtoiveventaeonproadttt 
Great  Britain  is  dlqwaed  to  advptaaittmt, 
unless  we  fastenonsomHhii^oirenrive.  Andn 
what  end  shall  we  dothia?  Will  snjonetdi 
me  that  England  does  not  already  foUj  vsia- 
stand,  that,  if  she  refhaea,  we  shall  sppl."" 
interdict  I  There  can  surely  be  do  oat» 
absurd  as  to  suppose  this  for  a  moment 
will  understand  this  fully,  as  wdl  without  i 
threat  as  with  one.  He  hoped,  thmfbre,  tw 
the  House  wonld  not  risk  losii^  the  tnU.  »7 
pertinadously  inristing  on  the  amendoeHL 
The  bill  of  the  House  was  not  so  ftD  attw 
of  the  Senate,  and  br  inststiiia,  they  windd 
only  get  into  a  squabble  wHh  tte  Smte, » 
effect  no  good  pmpoae. 

Mr.  WntTB  Nd^tbot  hewaa  <»•  ofllH)* 
who  bad  voted  to  extend  the  interdict  » 
Canada;  but  for  the  sake  of  getting  the  bui 
throuffh the Honae^  he  hadgivoi  ophiiflfu- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4fi0 


kn;  bat  be  bad  rather  have  do  bill  st  all 
fluDtakflthatof  the  Senate;  that  bill  leaves 
&  tride  men,  ml^eot  to  diflorhninating  dntiea ; 
tothbhem  not  obiect;  he  conndered  it  as 
£benl  md  proper ;  bnt  it  goes  further,  ai^ 
proposes,  ifter  tiie  Slat  of  December,  to  repeal 
tiie  diflcriminating  dalies.  Coold  gendemen 
&d  prepared  to  go  hcnue  and  aaj  to  their  con- 
sdtoeiifai,  we  left  the  trade,  until  the  Slat  of 
December,  in  the  poesessioa  of  British  vessels, 
■od  iftcr  that  period,  we  left  vessels,  trade,  and  ell, 
btheirbands!  Ur.W.  said  that  he,  for  one,  was 
not  autent  to  leave  mattera  in  sacb  a  posture. 
Bt  the  amendment,  we  propose  to  say  to  Great 
Miin,  in  a  spirit  of  manljr  frankness,  not  in 
i^tof  hoatuity.  if  ^on  aoc^the  terms  we 
oflfar  TOO,  it  ia  weiL  but  if  not,  the  acta  of  1818 
iidl8S0  wia  go  bito  force.  He  tmsted  the 
Bed  Ooomm  vonld  do  more  than  Uiie.  He 
tondnded  b7  spring  that  he  was  wilUng  to 
dnodca  his  objection  respecting  the  Canadian 
tnde^  bet  he  eonld  not  omseBt  to  ^ve  np  the 
■mendment. 

Kr.  Bbtan  said,  that  his  State  was  material- 
Ijtntaested  In  the  present  qnestion;  and  if 
the  bSl  had  come  np  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
temOf  be  ahoold  have  considered  it  bis  dnty 
to  bxn  gone  into  a  more  extensive  discnsaion 
(^thesol^eet  than  would  now  be  proper.  He 
foft  It  present  ehiefij  for  the  purpose  <^  point- 
ing out  the  tnoontistencv  into  which  the  House 
Toold  be  betrayed  by  aakmting  the  ammdment 
Be  vaa  irilluiff  to  set  fi^ly,  bnt  ha  would  also 
tttSialj.  Wbsai  the  Govenimuit  did  inter* 
Act  the  trade  he  was  ia  fbvor  <rf  nuddng  the 
iotodiet  general.  The  great  migority  of  the 
House,  he  was  confident,  were  di^>osed  to 
idrocate  an  interdiction  both  by  sea  and  Imid ; 

if  it  vere  Md  at  all,  it  should  not  only  re- 
nre  the  acta  of  1818  and  1820,  which  cutoff 
tbe  trade  "  by  seas,"  bat  should  extend  univer- 
xCy  to  every  part  of  the  Union.  If  it  was  in- 
boded  M  a  tiireat  directed  to  the  interests  of 
Greit  Britidn,  it  should  be  made  to  affect  her 
it>tmsts  as  mnch  as  posuble.  It  was  at  present 
J^policj  (rf  Great  Britain  to  revive  the  trade 
"UsCaaadai^  uid  to  build  up  those  provinoei 
■  rivals  to  the  United  States.  The  extensive 
"M^i&itirais  now  erecting  all  ahnur  the  fi-on- 
^1  vere  not  withoot  a  meaning ;  toe  proxim* 

of  these  provinces  to  our  territory  enabled 
^  to  anau  oar  trade  and  navigation  more 
nectnally  through  the  Oan&das  than  throogh 

West  Indies.  She  is  evidently  about  to  try 
^e  experiment  whether  she  cannot  feed  her 
West  India  possessions  through  her  continental 
(^vinoes;  if  ^e  finds  that  she  can  do  this, 
ne  viQ  tarn  abont  and  lao^  at  us;,  and  set 
""jriBterdicts at  defiance. 

question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
"«^«8wed  to,  80  to  6«. 

n«  Vnited  Statm  and  Gaergio. 

The  fonowing  Message  was  received  frraa 
tbehesiaeQt  of  the  United  States : 


[H.  or  B. 

To  iJu  StmaU  and 

Mourn  ^  JUpnMtntaiiMt  of  tfu  United  Statu : 

Wabhixotoit,  2d  Karcb,  1827. 
I  transmit  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  copies  of 
commanicaUons  received  yesterday  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  fVom  the  Govemor  vt  Gei^hi  and  &om 
UeaL  VhitoD. 

JOHN  QnCfCT  ADAKS. 

[The  communications  herewith  transmitted 
consist  of  the  letter  of  Govemor  Tronp,  already 
published  by  us  as  copied  from  the  Geoi;gia 
papers,  and  two  letters  from  lieutenant  Vinton 
to  the  War  Dqiartment,  one  of  which  trans- 
mits die  Georgia  pwer  contaiidng  the  military 
order  of  Governor  Ironp ;  and  also  the  fbllow- 
ing,  which,  1^  soma  accident  or  other,  we  had 
not  before  seen:] 

Bxwwivs  DsrAanoiRiOwHioM,  ) 
MUUdffeviUe,  lltk  JUnutrg,  1827.  f 

Orderti,  That  the  Attorney  and  Solicitors  Gen- 
eral (tf  this  State,  in  every  instajwe  of  complaint  made 
of  the  arrest  of  any  Surveyor  ei^^oged  in  the  smrey 
of  the  latdy  ceded  Territory,  by  any  civil  process 
under  authority  of  tfae  QoTenuoent  of  the  United 
States,  do  take  all  necessary  and  legal  meaaures  to 
effect  the  liberation  of  the  person  so  arrested,  and 
to  bring  to  justice,  dther  by  indictment  or  other- 
wise, the  officers  or  parties  concerned  in  such  arres« 
tation  as  offenders  agwnst  the  laws  and  riolators  of 
the  peace  and  perflomU  secarity  of  the  public  officers 
and  citisens  of  this  State;  that  they  give  profes- 
aional  advice  and  assistance  In  their  defence  against 
any  prosecution  or  acUon  which  may  be  Instituted 
against  them  as  officers  in  the  service  of  the  State ; 
and  that  tbej  promptly  make  known  to  this  Se- 
partment,  their  acts  and  doings  In  the  premises. 

It,  is,  moreover,  eqi<dned  on  the  ciril  magistrates 
of  this  State,  having  competent  JnrisdicUoa  of  the 
same,  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  inquiring  into 
the  causes  of  every  such  arrest  or  detention  as  afore- 
said, that  the  person  may  be  discharged  forthwith, 
if  Illegally  or  unjustly  detained ;  and  in  alTording 
such  redress  to  the  s^pieved  or  injured  party,  ai^ 
by  law,  be  may  be  entitled  to  zeedve. 

By  the  Oovenuwi   

&  E.  PnOtCIs  Secretary. 

Mr.  Evmn  moved  Its  refereneo  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  sabject  of  the  Georgia 

Controversy. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  warmly  (^[»posed  this  reference ; 
and,  after  some  disouarion,  moved  to  lay  tho 
Meeeage  and  docommta  upon  the  table^  ukd  to 
print  tiiem. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  54,  noes  68. 

The  discussion  was  then  fiuther  continued 
by  Mesuv.  Dbatton  and  Wright,  when  the 
Message,  dso.,  was  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, as  moved  by  Mr.  Evsun — ayes  68^ 
noes  41. 

Mr.  Webstbb  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day,  which  precede  two  bills  granting 
certain  seoliona  (ff  Iwd  to  the  States  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana,  to  aid  those  States  In  the  eon- 
stmction  of  two  canals. 

The  motion  prevailed.  The  bills  were  taken 
up,  and  after  an  animated  debbte^  in  whio^ 
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Kessrs.  Wkdstbb,  Hoffman,  IlAsnLTOK,  'Woods, 
GoTAx,  Hails,  and  Uebobii,  took  port,  l£r. 
"Hovnus  moved  to  lay  the  bQl  for  Illinois  on 
thti  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  debate 
renewed  by  Messrs.  Bassett,  IkEbbcbr,  HoDuf- 
rre,  Wbbstbb,  Hauiltox,  Mixer,  and  Buboes  ; 
when  iir.  Bvbqes  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  60,  noes  65. 
Hr.  Hatnes  now  moved  that  tlie  House  take 
a  rcceaa  till  six  o'clock,  which  was  carried. 

At  the  evening  session,  Hr.  Storks  moved 
that  a  Committee  of  Conference  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Hooae  to  meet  a  similar 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  second  amendment  made  by 
the  Honse  in  the  bill  for  the  gradual  increase 
in  the  Navy — (for  increasing  the  nnmber  of 
Docks  to  three.)  The  motion  previuled, 
a  ocanndttee  of  uireo  was  ordered. 

Canal  in  lUinoU. 
The  hill  allowing  certain  townships  of  land 
to  aid  the  State  of  Illinois  in  the  constniction 
of  a  canal  i>eing  again  under  consideration — 

Hr.  Mixer  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
"with  instructions  \q  inquire  into  the  ex- 

gediency  of  subscribing,  on  behalf  of  the  United 
Cotes,  for  stock  in  the  proposed  canal,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  tme-third  of  the  whole ; 
tiie  stock  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
lands  on  or  near  the  route." 

Mr.  M.  avowed  his  decided  hostility  to  the 
bill.  What  does  it  propose  ?  said  he.  To  ^ve 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  certun  alternate  sections 
of  land,  along  the  whole  line  of  the  proposed 
canal  from  Michigan  to  the  Illinois  Kivcr.  The 
first  question  that  arose  was,  what  was  the 
extent  of  this  grant  ?  how  much  land  did  we 
give?  Could  any  gentleman  tell?  It  was 
estimated  at  about  two  hundred  thousand 
acres;  but  oa  the  extent  of  the  line  of  the 
canal  was  indefinite,  so  the  grant  was  mdefinite. 
Hlinois  might  make  the  canal  only  fifly  or 
rixty  miles,  and  demand  only  two  hundred 
thousand  acres;  but  she  might  extend  the 
canal  down  the  Illinois  along  the  whole  extent 
of  the  State,  and,  under  this  bill,  demand  five 
hundred  thousand,  eight  hundred  thousand,  or 
a  million  of  acres.  It  is,  said  Mr.  M.,  a  strong 
objection,  to  my  mind,  that  tlie  whole  matter 
is  so  indefinite.  If  we  gfAnt,  we  ou^ht  to 
know  precisely  what.  Tlicso  uncertain  in- 
definite grants  were  extremely  olnectionable. 
"So  member  on  the  fioor  of  the  House  could 
tell,  within  several  hundred  thousand  acres, 
That  amount  of  land  he  was  giving. 

Again,  sir,  why  do  we  give?  We  are  tcdd 
.that  if  this  canal  be  made,  it  will  enhance  the 
Talue  of  the  public  land  through  which  it  passes. 
Admitted.  If  we  give  money  towards  making 
the  canal,  we  should  know,  then,  exactly  what 
we  give,  and  all  the  public  land  would  be  en- 
hanced in  value ;  that  which  wo  propose  to  ^ve, 
as      as  what  we  retain.  Bnt  suppose  a  prc^ 


oriticn  was  made  on  tUs  groond,  to  give  to  tbtf 
State  $200,000  to  make  the  canal,  would  tkcn 
be  a  ^ngle  Tote  in  this  House  in  &Tor<^  cod 
a  proposition  ?  But  the  aiipuant  wovM  be 
equally  strong  in  behalf  of  a  grant  of  mcMj 
as  of  land,  and  not  liable  to  so  many  jut  obj«c- 
tions.  What  is  money  I  It  is  not  TilEK—it 
is  the  representative  of  value.  Land  b  h 
valuable  at  what  it  is  worth ;  and  if  70a  gin 
the  value,  it  matters  not  whether  in  moae*  or 
land.  Why  then  will  gentlemen  vote  twaj  tbe 
public  property  of  one  sort,  when  they  would 
not  of  another  t  What  is  the  value  of  tloi 
land?  On  the  line  of  the  canal,  riDigei, 
towns,  and  cities^  will  grow  up;  some  «f  tb 
tracts  will  be  of  great  value ;  taj»  it  ahog^, 
it  will  not  be  an  nnfur  estimate  to  pat  it  rtSn 
dollars  on  acre.  Suppose  the  eanil  60  nile*  it 
length,  and  tbe  land  given  200,000  ams:  yos 
give  then  a  million  of  dollars  to  IDioM :  tbe 
canal  is  estimated  to  coat  from  600,000  u 
800,000  dollars ;  so  that  you  make  the  cauL 
and  give  a  bounty  to  that  State  beudes.  Vlo 
makes  the  canal  t  Those  who  fbmisti  ibe 
funds.  The  people  the  United  State?  mike 
the  canal,  and  then  they  are  to  be  taxed  to  iQ 
enduring  time  for  liberty  to  use  it  He  befscd 
gentlemen  to  consider  that  th«e  was  no  mtw- 
ti<n,  no  limitation,  on  the  St.  e  of  DUnoif, » 
to  the  amount  of  toDs;  th^  might  inporttcCi 
the  most  burdensome.  He  tbmgbt  the  nutM 
had  not  been  well  considered.  There  k  » 
member  in  this  Honse  or  in  tlus  nati(»,  loon 
ardently  the  friend  of  internal  jmproTeiiidi:% 
(said  Mr.  M.,)  than  I  am ;  but,  I  think  tbe  bettir 
mode  to  pursue  is  to  subscribe  to  rtod;  in 
canals  so  that  our  expenditure  shall  be  u  l^ 
cumulating  fund,  enabling  ns  to  do  moit 
more  good  as  we  advance.  This  senu  to  mr 
a  wild  waste  of  the  public  dofnaio.  I  tuSt^ 
gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  make  thU  ei- 
oessive  grant.  In  my  opinirat,  it  will  bn^* 
system  internal  iminovenwnta  nan  ioto 
disrepute  than  all  theargomeutaof  RseaeiBiei. 
Sir,  FennoylTanla  came  this  BcarioB,  I  vill  ort 
say  cap  in  hand  and  with  bmded  knee,  bat  10 
the  most  respectftal  manner,  nod  ariud  tM 
grant  of  one  litUe  towndiip  tax  facr  iostitstini 
for  tbe  deaf-mutes — poor  dumb  mocths-di^ 
could  not  plead  for  themselves.  What  «< 
the  answer?  This  petition  was  r^ecbd— 
request  was  reftased ;  and  now  yoo  ^ 
give  to  Illinois  two  hundred  thoiBsaDaai^ 
I  hope  the  bill  may  be  recommitted. 

After  Bome  farther  debate— 

Mr.  Hoffkak  moved  to  l«x  tbe  bill  «b  w 
table. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Yascb  denundw  iv 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  b*  i-^' 
House.  The  question  was  then  taken,  ant  ic- 
termined  in  the  n^ative,  by  yeas  and  uj*^ 

69  to  93. 

Mr.  Hailb  advocated  the  grant  to  lUiiwi*. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Menu  was  then  «- 
termined  in  the  negative. 
Mr,  TTttm  then  moved  an  anieDdBMnt 
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Mong  s  similar  grant  to  each  State  in  the 
Union,  for  the  pnrpoBes  of  internal  itnprove- 
meats— but  the  Chair  decided  the  motion  to 
1h  oat  of  order. 

Mr.  HatOkn  moved  to  strike  out  20,  and 
insert  1^  as  the  number  ot  jean  vitiiin  which 
the  caul  mmt  be  completed.  The  motion 
¥u  nmliTed^yeB  SB,  noea  79. 

Tbe  biB  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading ; 
tod  ma  read  a  third  time ;  and,  the  qnestion 
bdng,  shall  it  pass  ? 

Mr.  HoGoT  demanded  the  reas  and  naji, 
ud  tbey  were  ordered  by  the  Home,  and  were, 
jtuW^naja  67. 

So  tM  bul  vaa  paaied,  and  rettnued  to  the 
Smta. 

A  similar  bill,  with  respect  to  the  Indiana 
eatl,  was  wdered  to  a  third  reading,  and, 
biritig  been  immediately  read  a  third  time, 
wu  paaed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Tne  HoQse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bmnr,  went 
into  Oonmittee  of  tbe  Whole,  Ur.  Wiosxim 
in  the  chair,  on  tbe  bill  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  FMtmaster  GeneraL 

Hr.  Loire  moved  an  amendment,  going  to 
increase  the  s^Uariea  of  his  two  asdirtanta  by 
|S00  each,  and  reduce  tbe  increase  proposed 
fiir  the  Fostnunter  General  fr(»n  ^000  to 

tiooo. 

The  aaiendment  was  negatived ;  and  the  bill 
*ts  reported  to  the  Hoose  wi^oat  amend- 
ment, read  a  third  time;  and  the  question 
being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  BunxoKB  asked  the  yeas  and  ni^  but 
the  Honse  refused  to  order  them. 

Hr.  PuBol  opposed  the  lull ;  indsUng  that 
the  merit  of  tlu  present  incumbent  was  leading 
th«  House  to  an  improper  mlarganoit  of  the 
nUry  sttaehed  to  the  ofllce.  He  r^inred  to 
tbe  Auditor,  as  perfonxdng  duties  equally 
irdDoiis,  and  expressed  an  (^imon  that  $1,000 
TODld  be  a  sufficient  increase. 

Mr.  Cocn  warmly  advocated  the  hill,  and 
fpoki  in  hi^  terms  of  the  fidelity  and  indostry 
of  the  officer  in  question. 

yb.  FoBSTTH  said  a  few  words  on  the  same 
•ide;  when 

Vr.  KmcER  warmly  opposed  the  hill,  as  did 
Hr.  Peabou,  in  a  few  closing  remarks; 
vheiu'tbe  qnestion  being  token,  the  bill  was 
pUKd-ayes  108. 

The  HMse  then,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Vawok, 
vent  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Jb.  Fob- 
BTiH  m  the  ohdr,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the 
^B^Huation  of  Capttins  and  Subalterns  in 
theAmiy:  which  was  reported  without  amend- 
nud  a  third  time,  passed,  and  retained 
tothsBsnate.  ir-™. 

Ths  2^aty  BUI. 

Hr.  Stobbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Gon&r- 
^  appointed  on  the  ^sagreeing  votes  of  the 
t»o  Hoases,  on  tiie  bill  for  the  gradual  im- 
P'J"''''™*  ^  the  Navy,  made  a  report,  by 
the  Joint  Committee  of  Oonferenee 
nonuBOQAed  that  the  fi)Uowing  dauae  be 


added,  by  both  Houses,  to  the  fourth  section 
of  the  bill,  and  that  the  amendment  of  the 
House  he  receded  from  on  its  port :  "  and  as 
soon  as  tho  said  doclcs  shall  be  oompletedf 
docks  shall  he  constructed  atthetworenuUning 
plaora,  surveyed  under  tlie  resolnUoi  of  the 
2Sdof]fay,  1828." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  was  received, 
stating  that  it  had  refused  to  agree  to  this 
clause,  and  adhered  to  its  own  bill. 

[The  Hotise  then  receded  from  its  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  was  subsequently  passed.] 

Colonial  TradA  Bill. 

The  disagreement  of  the  Senate  to  the 
amendment  of  tiie  House,  to  the  Colonial  Bill, 
having  been  announced — 

Mr.  TouLiNBON  moved  that  the  House  Insist 
on  its  amendment  and  ask  a  conference. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  stated  that  tho  United  Statee 
were  obliged  to  act  with  delioaey  on  ibis  sub- 
ject, because  Great  Britain  has  told  ns,  in  a  sar^ 
castie,  if  not  an  insolent  t<me,  that  so  long  aa 
the  act  of  1828  remuns  unrepealed,  things  uiall 
remwn  as  they  are.  The  committee  in  its  prop- 
ositions, has  evaded  the  question.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  80th  of  September,  at  which 
time  the  committee  proposed  that  the  bill 
should  take  effect,  and  the  81st  December, 
which  is  proposed  by  the  Senate,  he  did  not 
regard  as  worth  disputing  about. 

Mr.  Webster  most  decidedly  supported  the 
motion  fur  insisting  on  the  amendment  to  the 
bill,  as  made  by  this  House,  preferring  that  the 
bill  shoold  fail  altogether,  rather  than  it  should 
pass  without  tiiia  amendment. 

Mr.  WnoBT  swd,  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, (Mr.  FoBSTTB.)  when  he  first  addressed  the 
Chair,  insisted  there  was  no  material  dif- 
erenoe  between  the  bill  from  t^e  Senate  and 
the  amendment  of  this  House,  and  be  invoked 
you  not  to  sacrifice  the  interests  involved  in 
this  question  upon  mere  punctilio  and  form. 
Now  the  gentleman  seems  to  think  there  is  a 
material  difference  in  the  propositions,  and  the 
comparison  results  favorably,  in  his  view,  to 
the  bill  from  tlie  Senate.  It  is  difficult,  sir,  to 
accord  with  the  views  of  gentlemen  who  shift 
their  gronnd  so  often,  and  in  so  short  a  time, 
and  we  must  endeavor  to  inform  ourselves, 
from  aome  otiier  source,  (tf  the  true  stato  of 
the  case. 

I  think,  idr,  said  Mr.  W.,  there  is  a  very  ma- 
terial difference  between  the  two  propositions, 
and  I  will  endeavor  in  a  few  wgrds — ^for  I  will 
not,  at  this  late  hour,  consume  your  time  in 
discussion — to  give  you  the  sum  of  the  differ- 
ence,  llie  proposition  of  the  House  contdna 

rifio  legislative  provisions,  of  a  retaliatory 
acter,  intended  to  remedy  the  unjust  ine- 
quality to  which  the  British  Government  has 
snbjected  our  trade  with  her  colonies.  These 
provisions  are  in  conformity  with  the  coarse 
and  policy  heretofore  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  sanction  of  the  connta?.  The 
Ull  from  the  Senate^  to  mj  understanding, 
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makes  no  such  provisions,  but  leaves  every  thing 
at  loose  ends.  It  says  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, if  70U  do  not,  withm  agtven  time,  change 
your  determination  in  relation  to  our  trade,  we 
^all  do  nothing,  and  let  you  take  your  own 
course.  Here  is,  indeed,  an  essential  differ- 
ence. The  one  proposition  abandons  the  set- 
tled policy  of  the  country,  its  le^slation,  and 
its  interests,  to  the  entire  control  of  British 
le^latioQ,  and  the  orders  of  the  King  and  his 
Ministers  in  council.  The  other  ooonpiea 
American  ground,  and  seeks,  by  congressional 
enactments,  to  remedy  existing  evils.  Sir,  the 
agricultural,  grain-growing  portions  of  this 
community  have  too  much  at  the  hazard  in 
this  question  not  to  be  deeply  senuble  of  the 
great  importanoa  of  this  tnde,  as  affecting  the 
almost  entire  markets  for  tiieir  snrplus  pro- 
duce. But,  ur,  let  foreign  Govemmente  affect 
this  interest  as  they  wm,  gentlemen  may  rest 
assured  the  farmers  of  the  United  States  will 
never  abandon  their  own  country,  or  submit 
American  interests  and  American  rights  to  the 
fostering  care  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  British 
legislation.  I,  for  one,  sir,  can  never  consent 
to  give  up  the  power  of  legislating  for  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of  uie  United 
States,  which,  under  the  constitution,  the  peo- 
ple have  confided  to  ns,  to  the  control  or  du'co- 
tioQ  of  any  foreign  power  whatever,  mnch  less 
to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  Let  us 
Iqpslate  for  oanelTea,  and  preserve  the  rights 
and  hitereets  of  the  people,  by  our  own  acts, 
and  not  abandon  them  to  our  enemy  and  rival. 
I  had  mnch  rather  no  act  should  pass  on  the 
subject  of  this  trade,  than  to  pass  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  and  I  think  rach  ia  the  amtiment 
of  the  people  of  the  country.  I  hope  we  shall 
insist  on  our  amendment,  and  if  we  f^  of  sue- 
oess  in  that,  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate  will 
te  r^ected. 

Mr.  BvoBAVAX  said  he  would  have  preferred 
fte  bill  of  this  HoQse  to  that  of  the  Senate, 
because  it  came  out  bold^.  Bat  the  commit- 
tee had  abandoned  this  bill,  and  allowed  Great 
Britain  a  monopoly  until  the  81st  of  December. 
He  was  wilUng  to  Mippcnt  the  dignity  of  the 
ooantry.  He  thooght  the  only  difmrmce  vaa, 
vbether  we  ahoulo  act  now  by  anticipation,  or 
at  the  meeting  of  the  next  Ckaigress  1  He  was 
unwilling  to  act  now  in  the  manner  proposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  since  it  had 
taken  this  bill.  If  Congress  should  not  act,  he, 
for  one,  should  not  blame  the  Premdent  for  issu- 
ing his  prodoQiation,  and  ordering  an  inter- 
diction. 

Mr.  "Wvsm  defended  the  Conjmittee  on  Com- 
merce for  having  taken  the  bill  &om  the  Sen- 
ate, on  the  ground  that  it  was  so  late  in  the 
session  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  get  the 
ori^nal  bill  through.  He  was  wilting  to  leave 
the  l^slation  on  the  snbject  till  next  Con- 
cress.  The  President  had  wtcd  well  in  refrain- 
il^;  from  inning  hta  proclamadtm  as  Congress 
was  aboat  to  to  into  sesaion,  and  in  leaving  it 
to  Congresa.  Now  kt  Otrngrev  act,  ud  give 
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it9oiHni<Hi.  Why  should  it  not  do  sot  "Vhj 
is  it  to  be  left  to  the  Executive)  He  wwdd 
rather  leave  the  whtde  to  Congren  at  its  nest 
session,  than  agree  to  this  amendment  of  tbs 
Senate. 

Ur.  MoDorna  sud,  if  I  correctly  cpprehend 
the  true  state  of  this  question,  as  presented  by 
the  conflicting  views  of  the  two  Houms,  tie 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wdstdi) 
is  under  an  erroneous  impression  as  to  the  op- 
posed inefficiency  of  the  hill  of  the  Seute.  I 
understand  the  gentleman  to  say  diat  tbe  bill 
sent  to  us  by  the  Senate  abscdntcly  effiects  aotb- 
ing  until  the  81st  of  December  next^  and  thtl  ve 
hm  as  well  pass  no  bill  at  all  nntil  the  meetiBg 
of  the  next  Congress.  The  gentleman  ■ppctis 
to  me  to  have  overlocAed  ^tirely  the  vvrj  oqdo- 
matio  difficulty  which  our  present  legiilitioBii 
intended  to  r«nove.  It  will  be  reooUected  tint 
the  great  obstacle  which  has  herettrfon  pre- 
vented the  a^jiutment  of  this  qoeetkm  villi 
England,  is  the  pretmnon  set  np  by  our  Got- 
emmeDt^  under  the  ambigoons  {^inset^o^  cf 
the  act  of  1828,  to  have  our  mtfdtandise  im- 
ported into  the  British  West  India  isUndE,  Tit}i 
no  higher  duties  than  are  levied  nptm  rinulir 
merchandise  imported  into  those  islsndB,  bm 
the  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire.  Tit 
British  Minister  alleges  that  this  is  m  effect  t« 
clum  to  have  our  own  eitizeos  placed  aoc  «lf 
upon  the  footing  of  the  most  fiLvored  astioiA 
bat  on  the  footing  of  Ene^iah  sobjecta;  uA 
that  he  irill  not  consent  to  negotiate  upMthe 
sal^eot,  while  such  an  absurd  wetensioii  ^^ 
mams  npon  oar  statute  book.  This  I  vnder- 
stand  to  have  been  the  ground  upon  wbicti  lit. 
Canning  broke  off  the  n^tiaUon  with  oor 
Government ;  for  it  was  not  nutil  the  Britiiib 
Government  was  informed  that  a  |ni^t)(ai 
to  repeal  the  exceptionable  pretennoDB  »t  up 
by  the  act  of  had  been  r^ected  bj 
le^ative  branch  of  this  Government,  tlut  Mr. 
Canning  refused  to  continue  the  nttOtiitioi!. 
Now,  sir,  the  ol^ect  of  the  bill  of  the  Sefiste  > 
to  do  what  we  were  provented  fhnt 
the  last  seasira,  by  Uie  intetfNvnceoftbeu- 
ecDtlTe,  and  which,  if  It  had  be«i  iaot,  iia 
whole  dlffieoltywoald  have  been  avudcd.  Hx 
bill  pn^KMee  to  renoanccv  by  a  Ic^slatiTe  dw- 
laration,  the  indefendble  pretenuon  vhicli  tbe 
British  Minister  seems  to  regard  as  an  insopera- 
ble  barrier  to  negotiation,  and  which  our  cm 
Government,  m  their  instmctions  to  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, have  distinetiy  abandoned.  To  ssy,  there- 
fore, tliat  the  bill  of  the  Senate  will  effwt  noib- 
ing  nntil  the  Slst  of  December,  apfWi  to  at 
to  be  an  assertion  fotmded  upon  a  total  mi»o<>- 
ception  of  the  causes  of  oar  present  diffifilt,'- 
It  is  not  because  the  British  are  unwilling  u» 
accept  the  terms  recently  offered  by  our  Gfff- 
emment  through  Mr.  Gallatin ;  for  they  ir«w 
very  tenna  that  GorenmieDt  o^«d  tostc*^ 
more  than  twelve  months  before  Mr.  Gslltfio  s 
arrival  in  fioi^and.  ItisnotbecanseoorGor- 
ermnent  are  now  nnwUUng  to  grant  tbon 
tenn^  te,  after  hndntariag  liv  an  BDitiiv 
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ble  ihadoir  till  the^  \oet  the  robstenoe,  they 
an  DOW  villing  and  anxioos  to  do  what  they 
pmij  neglected  to  do  when  they  had  the 
power.  The  real  difficnltr,  then,  which  now 
mmiiis  b^veen  the  GoTemmenti,  is  not  cme 
iffH^Dg  the  honor  of  either,  hot  a  mere  mat- 
tcrof  di^omatio  etiqnetta. 

Tha  Britiali  Oorenuaent  propoeed,  hy  tbe 
Ktof  Fniiamflot  IflSS,  to  pboe  cm  trade 
with  dior  West  India  iilaDds  on  a  footing  d 
peifeet  radprooi^.  Onr  Legialatare,  under  the 
roved  reeommendation  of  the  ExeraUve  Qm- 
emnent,  refaaed  to  meet  this  le^ialatire  tender 
br  t  wrrespcMiding  act  on  oar  p«rt. 

Tbe  Britiah  OoTemment  hsTe  chosen  to  re- 
pri  this  as  a  disre^>eotfiil  tampering  with 
Umit  digDitf.  Whether  it  is  so  or  not,  I  think 
it  is  ttie  part  of  a  wise  Legialatare  to  avail  itaelf 
of  the  nry  fint  oooasion  to  oonvino©  the  Brit- 
i^  GoTOTunfflit  that  we  had  no  such  Intention. 
And,  sir,  if  the  inflaenoe  of  the  Administration 
iliiU  flgiun  defeat  the  attempt  to  remove  the 
cnrtiiig  obrtadea^  as  preseut  ippearanoea  seem 
to  indicate,  I  trust  the  nation  will  plaoe  tiie 
rnponsilnlii^  of  the  jbilore  iip<m  tiie  ahoidders 
of  thoee  who  ott^t  to  bear  it.  The  Senate 
bne  sent  to  this  Hotise  a  hill  whioh  does 
Jmjm  the  exiating  difficolty,  in  the  least  ex- 
cv^onable  mode,  and  will  enable  oar  Govem- 
BKOt  to  resume  the  negotiation  with  the  strong- 
est possible  hopes  of  sacoeas.  The  friends  of 
tin  Administration  in  this  House  attach  an 
imeiidineat  to  the  bill  d  tbe  Senate,  which  is 
to  hare  no  effect  mitil  a  month  after  the  meet- 
ing of  tbe  next  Oongrees,  and  yet  declare  they 
would  rather  lose  Uie  bill  altc^ther  than  not 
^re  this  smendment  incorporated  in  it  I  Now, 
rir,  I  think  tiie  amendment  propoaed  by  ttua 
Home,  detidedly  exo^itionable,  beeanse  it 
holds  oat  an  unprofitable  threat  to  tbe  Britidi 
GorenoDeitt,  which  may  prevent  them  frwn 
ntgotiAtutg  or  reeoinding  their  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, hot  certainly  can  do  no  good  before  the 
ineetisg  (tf  CoDgreas.  There  u  another  ol^ec- 
tion  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House, 
It  does  not  embrace,  in  the  interdict  it  denoun- 
r»  &fter  the  81st  December  next,  the  trade 
liirodgh  the  Canadas.  Now,  ur,  I  am  clearly 
ofUie  opinion  thot,  whenever  we  do  resort  to 
■  mtem  of  retaliatory  prohibition,  it  ought  to 
tme  up  every  avenue  tlirough  which  the  inter- 
dicted trade  may  be  carried  on.  If  the  British 
^owiunent  peroetve^  from  a  prerlooa  legiala- 
tiie  declaration  of  ours,  that  we  intend  to  leaTe 
open  the  Oanadaa,  she  will  have  all  the  Indace- 
iwut  to  adhere  to  h«r  restrietive  qrstem,  which 
we  prospect  of  supplying  her  islands  from  the 
Tnited  States,  through  that  avenue,  is  calcn- 
uted  to  hold  out.  This  is  a  contest,  not  for 
*^n>n>wce,  but  for  navigation.  If,  therefore, 
the  British  Islands  shall  be  supplied  through 
the  Ca&adM,  Great  Britdn  will  have  the  whole 
earrying  trade — the  very  object  of  the  contro- 
^^T.  The  Senate  therefore  consider  it  im- 
portant to  exclude  our  proposed  amendment 
AmthairbaLi  ud  if  iha  fikodaof  tba  Ad- 


ministration in  this  House  will  pertinaoloosly 
adhere  to  an  amendment  which  may  do  harm, 
and  can  do  no  good,  with  a  full  knowledge 
that,  by  such  adherence,  they  will  defeat  the 
bill  altogether,  thm  I  presume  the  reep(mnbil- 
i^  of  defeaUug  the  only  measure  which  can 
extricate  us  friun  our  diplomatic  entanglements 
will  fairly  rest,  a  leoond  time,  upon  the  £xeo- 
uUva  Government  I  trust,  sir,  tbe  House  w^ 
not  adhere  to  its  amendment,  as,  in  the  preseut 
state  of  the  question,  a  vote  to  adhere  is  equiv- 
alent to  a  determinatim  that  no  legislative  act 
shall  be  passed  <m  the  subject 

Ut,  I^tlx,  then,  aftn  a  few  remarin  ontha 
shortness  of  tihe  thne  Tenuinin(^  demanded  tha 
previous  question. 

The  call  was  sustained  by  the  House,  and 
the  House  having  then  determined  that  the 
mmn  question  shall  now  be  put 

The  questioiKwas  t^en  putf  "KiaU  this  House 
insist  on  its  amendment  1"  and  deddedinthft 
affirmative — ayes  71,  noes  47. 

The  qneetion  bdng  put  oa  aaking  a  omf^ 
ence,  Jtr,  UoDunu  aand  the  yeas  and  naya^ 
but  the  House  reftued  to  order  them. 

Mr.  Powxix  advocated  a  oonferenoe,  as  did 
also  Ur.  MoDrms,  Hr.  Oakbbileno,  utd  Hi. 
Tohlinson;  and  the  question  being  put,  the 
conference  was  asked  for,  and  a  committee  of 
three  appointed. 

Hr.  ToMLtssoiT,  frcnn  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  Colonial  Bill,  reported  that  the 
Conferees  of  the  two  Houses  had  been  unaUe 
to  agree,  and  moved  that  this  Hooie  do  adhero 
to  its  amendment 

On  this  motion  a  very  extenuve  and  animat- 
ed debate  took  plaoe^  wMoh  ocntinned  till  near 
two  o'clock. 

The  main  qaestion  was  then  pot,  vii;  "mil 
this  House  adhere  to  its  amendmentl"  and  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  aa  fidlowa: 

Yeas. — Mcnrs.  AUpu  of  Hass.,  Bailey,  Badger, 
Baldwin,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barney, 
Brent,  Burges,  Clsriw,  Cooke,  Crowninahiled,  Davis, 
Dwight,  Eastman,  Evertt,  Fosdick,  Oarley,  Has- 
brouck,  Henry,  Herrick,  HofAoan,  Hugnnio,  Hum- 
pfarev,  Ingersoll,  Johnson  of  Tirginia,  Johnson  of 
Ky.,'Kidder,  Latbrop,  Lawrence,  Uttle,  Locke,  Mai-, 
lary,  ICartiodale,  Marvin  of  New  York,  U'Maous, 
Meeeh,  Herwiu  of  Conn.,  UetcaUe,  UiUer  of  New 
York,  Uiner,  James  S.  Mitchell,  O'Brien,  Pearoc, 
Porter,  Fowctl,  Reed,  Ross,  Sands,  Scott,  Shannon, 
Sloanc,  Sprague,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swnnn, 
Test,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  New  Jersey,  Vance,  Var- 
nuiD,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  Whipple.  Wbittemore, 
Whittlesey,  Williams,  James  Vniscttit  Woods  of  Otuo, 
Wright,  Wurts,  Young— 76. 

Nats.— Hessrs  Addams  of  Pa.,  Alexander  of  Ta., 
Aleiandcr  of  Tenn.,  Alston,  Angel,  Ashley,  Barbour 
of  Va.,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Blair,  Bradley,  Bryan, 
Buchanan,  Combreleng,  Camon,  Cary,  Claiborne, 
Conner,  Crump,  Davenport,  Deits,  Breton,  Edwards 
of  Pa.,  Edwards  of  N.  C,  Undlay  of  Pa.,  Fmdky  of 
Ohio,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Govan,  Hamilton,  Barris, 
Hairey,  Haynes,  Hinea,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks, 
Jennings,  Krvbs,  Kremer,  I<ecompte,  LiviDgston, 
.Long,  Macablei  McCoy,  McDuffia,  ijcHatton,  Merrk 
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vether,  Hill«r  of  Fk.,  John  Mitchell,  Mitchell  of 
Kd.,  Mitchell  of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ky.,  Newton,  Qrr, 
Oweo,  Peter,  Plumerf  Polk,  Tftliaferro.  TrezTaut, 
Terpliuick,  Weema,  Wiekliffe,  Wolfe— 6S. 

So  the  Boose  resolved  to  adhere  to  its  ameod- 
meot. 


Batubdat,  March  8. 
7^nk$  to  the  Spealer, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Swan,  it  was 

Jte*oIv€€t,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
eeiited  to  the  Honorable  John  W.  Tjltlok,  for  the 
able,  impartial,  and  difnified  manner  in  which  be 
has  presided  over  its  aelibcrationa,  and  performed 
the  arduous  and  important  duties  of  the  Chair. 
£effitt*r  ^  Debatit. 

Ifr.  MoDnrau  moved  the  following  resola- 

Retolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  noiiso  bo  aathor- 
ixed  and  directed  to  subacribe  for  three  hundred 
copies  of  the  Register  of  the  Debates  in  Congress, 
for  the  two  last  ses^oos,  published  1^  Gales  and 
Beaton,  st  tbe  rate  of  five  doUan  per  vohtine,  and 
that  he  be  aothorized  to  for  the  Mme  out  of 
the  coDtingeot  flmd  of  this  Honsc. 

In  supporting  this  resolution,  Mr.  McD.  ad- 
verted to  the  necessity  for  a  work  o£  this 
de8oripti<m,  and  its  value  in  illottrating  tbo  laws 
ti  the  countiT,  bj  showing  the  motives  and  rea- 
sons which  had  influenced  the  Legislature  in 
passing  them ;  stMed  the  great  expense  inciden- 
tal to  snch  a  publication,  and  the  inabilitj  of 
tbe  pnblishers  to  persevere  in  their  design  with- 
out aid  fVom  Congress,  as  the  chani(^r  and 
price  of  the  work  restrmned  it  from  a  circula- 
tion proportioned  to  its  great  public  utility. 

Mr.  Webstbx,  after  expreesmg  similar  views, 
stated  his  belief  that  the  encouragement  pro- 
posed in  tiie  reaolotion  would  be  insuffident,  and 
moved  to  increase  the  number  of  copies  from 
ftom  three  to  fire  iiandred. 

Mr.  McDiTFFiK  accepted  this  amendment  as  a 
nodiflcation  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  WuaHT  end  Mr.  Babti^ttt  made  some 
fbrther  observations  on  the  character  of  the 
work,  as  hitherto  executed,  and  in  snpport  of 
the  resolution  as  modiUed. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  opposed  tho  rewlution;  and 
was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Evbbkit  and  Mr.  Mkkcxr  ; 

When  the  resolution  was  adopted. 
ColonitatUm  Society, 

Vr.  MxBon,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
whom  were  referred  tho  memorials  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  United  States  praying  fur  the 
aid  of  Congress  in  colonizing  tho  free  people  of 
color  of  tlie  United  States  in  Africa ;  together 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  States  of  Delaware 
and  Kentucky,  recommending  to  the  favorable 
regard  of  Congress  the  prayer  of  the  memorial- 
ists, made  a  report  thereon  favorable  to  the 
viowfl  of  the  memorialists,  but  recommending 
that  the  subject  be  postponed  tiU  the  next 
■CM  ton  of  OongreMi 


niuKaa,  18S7. 

On  a  motion  to  print  the  report,  a  desoltnrr 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Fobsttb.  Kxt- 
MKB,  SntOKO,  Cambeblbho,  MmwTKB,  and  Uamu- 
TON,  took  put. 

Mr.  Wkemb  said  he  fdt  hlnudf  cODstraiDed  to 
oSBer  a  word  or  two  on  this  mtthet.  He  owed 
it  to  thehoDorable  chairman,  and  to  eadi  uwm- 
b»  of  the  committee  who  faad  direeted  bin  lo 
present  tliis  report,  and,  as  one  of  tint  com* 
mittee,  to  himself,  to  remark,  that  be  oooridR^ 
ed  this,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  one  of  tbe  taoA  m- 
usual  and  nnprecedented  attacks  ever  tnadeopoo 
a  report  on  its  presentation  to  this  House;  sod 
he  might  be  permitted  to  add,  with  prc^iTitty. 
the  most  nnwarrantablo.  To  print  rvpom 
without  being  read  was,  assuredly,  an  ererr 
day  practice.  But  if  the  House,  under  exi^lto^ 
circumstanoes,  was  wiQing  to  affiird  the  thoc. 
the  committee  could  have  no  poerible  objertioQ 
to  have  the  report  read;  that  he  had  beard  it 
read  twice,  and  that  attentively,  and  so  fir  ss 
judgment  went,  he  oonld  aMUiu  gentlemen  thcr 
would  find  it  ably  and  instnedvely  drawn  up. 
not  meddling  in  the  least  with  tbe  ri^  a 

firoperty  in  the  slave,  whilst,  at  the  same  tine, 
tpmnted  out  the  true  policy  as  to  what  should 
be  done  with  the  free  people  of  color.  A  trun 
of  reasoning,  nr,  well  odcnlated  to  pro^DC* 
convictions  as  desirable  as  honorable.  Vlien 
read,  and  properly  understood,  he  uii^t  he 

Krmitted  to  say,  he  hoped  and  believed  would 
the  means,  under  Providence,  of  indndn^  the 
South  to  step  forward,and  the  North  no  k-nrer 
to  hold  back.  He  aaid  it  was  not  his  inteotor. 
at  this  stage  of  tbe  sesuon,  onnecessarily  to  de- 
tain the  nou8&  Hm  eentleman  last  i^  fivto 
Maine,  (Mr.  SPBAom,)  nad  measmeaUy  caved 
him  thenecwsi^lo^  anticipating  him  in 
of  his  ranarka.  Therq)ortooght,  andhe  trci*- 
ed  wonld  be  stwtained,  now  that  it  had  bMt. 
attacked  withont  a  hearings  cooseqnaii^  the 
contents  unknown.  He  would  trouble  the 
House  with  no  further  remark,  but  leave  it  to 
their  good  sense  and  Justice,  utxler  a  pervna^ioD 
they  would  order  the  report  to  be  printed. 

And  the  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed— ayes  71,  noes  40. 

Oeorffia  and  (As  United  £Xalm. 
Mr.  EviBETT,  from  the  Select  Coomittes  to 
wliich  was  referred  two  Messages  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  reeolnttoas 
of  tlie  LMialatnre  of  Georgia,  and  other  docc- 
ments,  relating  to  the  controversy  as  to  tbe 
right  to  certain  lands  lying  within  the  limits  ti 
the  State  of  Georgia,  occupied  and  diimed 
the  Creek  IndianSf  mode  a  long  and  detaiku 
report  thereon,  reconimmding  the  adoptiw  of 
tbe  following  resolutions : 

1.  Jifoivtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  procvw  t 
cession  of  the  Indian  lands  in  tbe  Bmits  of  Gterp*- 

2.  Ji«m>ived,  That,  nodi  a  cession  ta  ynemi,  ^ 
laws  of  the  land,  as  set  forth  in  the  Treuy  of  Wai)>- 
ington,  ought  to  be  naintafned  by  all  neeeabrr 
cODstitudonal  and  legal  ueans. 

Kr.ETBUR,  aftar  someraBaiica  otthebts- 
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nessof  the  period  of  the  session^  sad  the  murUl- 
bgaeta  of  tbe  committee,  at  thia  moment,  to 
ecfisge  in  tbe  discussion,  noless  compelled  to 
do  so  by  a  determination  of  others  to  debate  the 
tnbject,'  made  a  moUtm  that  the  report  and 
mompinjiiig  documents  be  printed. 

The  Chair  thoa^t  Bome  other  diqwdtion 
of  the  report  mnat  nnt  1m  mada 

Ur.  Form,  moved  to  lay  tbe  report  on  the 
table,  and  print  it ;  but  withdrew  his  motion  at 
tlMreooeatc^ 

Mr.  Pbattos;  who  said,  as  he  did  not  concnr 
in  the  nport  which  had  just  been  read,  he 
ibouU  offer  an  amendment  to  it.  The  ques* 
tioEis  ari^g  out  of  this  report,  (said  Mr.  D,^ 
require  for  their  soluUon  tiie  consideration  of 
peat  constitutional  and  legal  principles-74n 
eiamina^on  into  the  political  and 'territorial 
righb  of  Geoi^a  before  and  riace  tbe  adoption 
of  the  F^eral  Constitution ;  and  an  inqnir;  into 
the  powers  affecting  these  political  and  territo- 
rial rights,  which,  under  that  iostrunient,  have 
been  granted  to  the  United  States.  Grave  and 
coiii[dicate  sneb  investigations  would  be,  if  they 
vere  presented  to  as  merely  as  abstract  propo- 
sitions ;  bat  when  the  parties  at  iaaoe  are  the 
United  States  and  a  sovereign  State,  when  the 
muDtenauce  of  the  conflicting  doctrines  assert- 
ed by  the  PreddoDt,  and  by  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  may  lead  to  tbe  employment  of  the 
re^iar  force  against  our  fellow-citizens,  may 
the  solid  fabric  of  our  Union  to  its  centre, 
and  iovolve  oar  country  in  the  horrors  of  civil 
Tar,  it  is  difficult  to  c<mceive  any  investiga- 
tioii  in  which  we  could  be  engaged,  of  a  more 
important  and  critical  natnre.  It  wonld  be  to- 
combent  npcHi  a  member  of  this  body,  before  he 
^>proadied  thdr  disenatiiHi,  anzknialT  and  dis- 
puaonately  to  have  directed  his  mmd  to  the 
tslyect,  and  after  having  done  so,  to  atate  and 
nnwrt  his  opinion  respectfully,  bat  fully,  caiH 
uid  fearleasly.  I  have,  ot,  bestowed  upon 
this  report,  and  npon  the  matters  growing  ont  of 
it,Bsniach  attenumi  as  my  duties  asa  member  of 
the  oommittee,  and  as  my  other  duties  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  permitted,  and  I  have  arrived 
at  the  conclosons  contained  in  the  resolutions 
which  I  Bhall  sobmit.  Though  it  is  ardently  to 
K  deured,  that  the  judgment  of  Congress  should 
be  pronounced  upon  this  controversy,  as  it  would 
doubtless  have  a  salutary^  influence  in  assuaging 
Uie  psadons  which  have  been  excited,  yet  be- 
aemg  that  to  be  impracticable  at  tiiis  expiring 
period  of  tbe  Marion,  I  shall  refriun  from  mak- 
^  any  observations  in  support  oi  my  resolo- 
b«i9,  unless  any  ai^umrata  shonld  be  in 
nvor  of  tile  report.  In  that  event,  I  should 
endeavor  to  reply  to  those  arguments,  and  to 
support  my  own  views  by  reasoning  and  by 
mthorities.  Without  further  trespasatng  upon 
we  time  of  the  House,  I  beg  leave,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  ofer  die  following  resolutions  as  an  amend- 
ment to  tbe  report  of  tbe  eommittea  to  be  in- 
»ted  aaer  the  word  "  report 

1.  Sathtd,  That  tbe  Sute  of  Georgia  pomiiia 


the  right  to  the  soil,  and  tbe  jurisdietlra  orer  the 
lands  within  her  limiU,  vUeh  are  in  the  oeenpaney 
of  the  Creek  Indiana. 

2.  RmdvttL,  That  the  State  of  Georgia  has  the 
right  to  extinguish  the  title  to  the  lands  of  tbe  In- 
dians within  her  Territory,  and  to  legislate  fortheia 
in  ail  cases,  sntgeot  to  the  right  of  Congress 
'*  regulate  commerce  with  tbe  Indian  tribes." 

5.  ^totved.  That  Burreying  lands  in  the  occupancy 
of  the  Indians,  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  by  the  autbMily  of  her  Legislature,  le 
not  an  Interference  witii  the  right  of  Congreea  to 
"regulate  commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

6.  Jtenoived,  That  the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs 
having  been  executed  and  ratified  by  the  Creek  In- 
diana, and  baring  been  executed  and  ratified  on  tbe 
part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  eonatitutlra,  and  never  baring  been  coDsti< 
tutionally  repealed,  all  the  righta  whleb  under  it 
were  conveyed  to  the  Stata  of  Georgia  are  nnlm- 
p^red  at  this  time. 

8.  Setolted,  That  the  President  of  the  Tnited 
States  be  requested  to  extinguish  the  claim  wlucb  is 
set  up  by  the  Creek  Indians  to  the  lands  in  their 
occupancy,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  vbich  were  not 
comprehended  in  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

[The  question  was  then  taken  on  printing,  and 
carried  in  tbe  affirmative.] 

Mr.  EviBETT  moved  the  printing  of  8,000 
copies — 6,000  also  was  moved,  and  1,000. 

The  question  bdng  taken  on  6,000— the  yea* 
were  61,  noes  67. 

^mU  Proeudingt. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
notifying  tbe  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  w^t  on  the  President  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  to  inform  him,  that,  if  he  has  no  further 
communications  to  make  to  Gongcess,  the  two 
Houses  are  about  to  doae  the  present  aesdon  by 
an  adjournment. 

The  House  conenrred  In  the  resolution  Ibr  the 
appointment  of  this  oomnuttea,  and  Mr.  Wm- 
BTU  and  Mr.  BAOsnr  were  named  of  the  oom- 
mittee on  its  part 

The  Spiaku  then  rove  and  addreaaed  the 
House  as  foUowa; 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houae  of  Reproeniativa  : 

It  was  with  unaffected  diflSdence,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  thia  Congresa,  that  I  entered  upon 
the  dudes  of  the  distinguiBbed  station  to  which 
your  portialitj  was  pleased  to  call  me.  For  the  fa- 
vorable estimate  you  have  thia  day  expressed  of  my 
official  labora,  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  moat  grate* 
ful  acknowleiteinenta.  The  generous  support  whkh 
baa  been  nniformly  given  to  the  dedaons  of  the 
Chair,  and  the  indnl^nce  which  has  been  extended 
to  me,  in  the  ^acbai^  of  every  other  daty,  have 
left  on  my  hearten  impression  as  enduring  as  life. 

If  the  deliberationa  of  thia  Congress  have  not  re- 
sulted in  many  acta  of  great  national  interest,  it 
has  arisen  from  no  omisdon  on  the  part  of  the  Be|h 
reaentatlves  of  the  people  to  devota  their  time  and 
talenta  to  the  public  aervice  ;  but  is  attributable,  In 
part,  to  the  happy  condition  of  the  country,  which 
required  few  changes  in  its  established  policy,  and. 
In  part,  to  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature  in  regard  to  some  meat- 
urea  of  primary  Importance. 
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Undar  joar  fofteriae  cue,  howerer,  onr  eaUbUah* 
awnts  fiir  defeiiee,  bow  mlllurj  ud  MvtX,  hmn  %A- 
vuMsed  towards  nwtarit;;  the  means  of  infonnation 
and  commercial  iDteroourM  hare  been  extended ; 
tbt  national  debt  hai  been  reduced ;  and  70ur  beat 
•Iforta  hare  not  been  wanting  to  afford  protection 
and  encoaragement  to  onr  uvigitloii  and  maniifito- 
turea. 

More  than  two  thonaand  suMoeti^  of  variiMa  de- 
leription,  iweaented  for  kgialatKMi,  htTo  been  ezaiiH 
Ined  and  reported  iip«Hi|  by  the  eommhteea  of  tbli 
Boom,  vbOM  raluable  and  perMrering  labors  entitle 
them  to  pnblio  gratitade.  Although  man/  impor- 
tant blUa  are  arretted  in  their  progr«aa  by  the  ter- 
mination of  Congreaa,  tlw  Indtwtrjr  and  intelligence 
iridch  have  been  ampU^od  In  nataring  them  will 
BOCbeloai.  To  the  haadnrfour  ancc— oriwemay 
■hUt  confide  tita  doing  of  wbatenr  the  aatloD  ihaU 
caqoin  to  bo  dona. 


With  eameat  ptajen  that  the  aerfioei  ia 
we  hare  been  ennglBd  may  radonnd  to  the  gemd 
weUkre;  that  ea3i  of  ;oa,ander  the  gudaaccori 
protecting  ProTidence,  may  meet  joor  bmiCes  ud 
frieada  in  health  and  prosperity,  and  long  ctijo;  tba 
confldcDce  and  esteem  of  your  eoostitiwnis;  indu- 
ing the  ■sirion,  I  wish  yon  an  aflbetionate  brevdL 

Jtr.  WEBffm,  frcmi  tbe  onmnlttoe  iNM^ted 
to  wait  on  the  Preatdeot  of  the  United  Statn, 
reported  the  perforauiMe  of  that  dtr^j  and  thtt 
the  President  had  no  fiirtber  comnmnieitioa  to 
make  to  the  Honae. 

A  meeaage  was  seat  to  the  Senate,  noti^io; 
them  that  tuis  Home  is  ready  to  a^joom;  wbm- 
npon 

The  SpmucKB  then  adioamed  the  Hoose  nai 
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TWENTIETH  C0N6BESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 

BEGUN  AT  THS  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  DEOEMBEB  S,  18S7. 


PROCEEDmOS  m  THE  SENATE.* 


Ko]n>AT,  December  8, 1837. 

The  honr  of  twelve  having  anired,  the  Hoo- 
orable  Jons  O.  Oalhoitx,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Stetea,  took  the  chair.  The  roll  of  Sen- 
tton  having  been  called  orer  by  Ur.  Lowm, 
tbe  Secreta^,  it  appeared  that  every'  member 
was  in  attendance,  except  Mr.  WiBens,  of 
Itassachasetts,  and  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Illinois. 

The  oath  of  office  was  then  administered  to 
iQch  members  as,  having  been  deoted  rinee  the 
bit  seanon,  now  take  weir  aeats  Ibr  all  years 
from  the  present  time. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  Secretary  was 
ordered  to  wait  upon  the  Uoose  of  Bepresent- 
ativca,  and  inform  them  that  a  qnorum  of  the 
Senate  was  present,  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
bnsineas.  He  retailed,  and  reported  that  the 
Hooae  had  not  yet  elected  their  Speaker. 

A  meaaage  waa  ahortly  after  reoeived  fimn 
flie  Honae  of  Repreaentattves  by  thdr  Clerk, 
aanooncing  that  a  qnomm  of  that  Honso  had 
assembled ;  that  Axdrbw  BrsTxinoy,  of  Vir- 
ginia, had  been  cdected  thdr  Speaker,  and  that 
they  were  ready  to  proceed  to  oneness. 

Soon  after,  a  second  message  informed  the 
Senate  that  the  Hotue  had  pawed  a  joint  reso- 
lution, that  a  committee  be  appointed  by  each 
House,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  they  were  ready  to 
receive  any  oommnnination  be  ml^t  have  to 
make. 


•lUT  or  MKMBgRa  OF  THE  8KNATB. 

lMi4-J«ba  CkMdIfliv  AlUaaK  Fanta. 

Xw  ffampMrm.~S»mwil  Bell,  UtI  Voodbaiy. 
MitmadtiudU.—SMthxBia  HbbM,  DraM  Tabrtw. 
OmMeMeKt—Sunvel  A.  Foot,  Gdvln  Wilky. 
XiciU  AtaMf^XebcinUh  B.  Knlgbt,  Adier  BobMos. 
F«r«e«t_i>uiUey  Cbmt,  Horatio  Bejfmonr. 
Mm  Tori;— Uutln  Tan  Bnnn,  Nftthaa  Sanfbrd. 
XfimJtrttf.—UMan  Dhkanon,  Ephralm  Bfttomaa. 
■Wl— ^iWJito.  yuihm  Ihrka,  Ihm  D.  Bunui. 
AfanBuriL— LaBk  IhLaM,  Ktary  it  JtUgaj. 
JTiirHiK   Ha  ■ISnHa.  Xsaktol  C^ben. 


Tbe  resolntion  was  concurred  in,  and  Uessra. 
Uacoit,  and  Smitb,  of  Mar}*]and,  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 


TtoiSDAT,  Deoember  4 
Ur..VA00ir,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ot 
both  Homes,  i^^inted  to  -wait  npon  the  Pre»- 
ident  of  the  United  States,  reported  that  th^ 
had  done  so,  and  bad  received  for  answer  that 
the  Prendent  would  make  a  communication, 
in  writing,  to  both  Houses,  at  twelve  o'clock 
this  day. 

The  Message  was  shortly  after  reoeived  from 
the  President  of  the  United  State^  by  Mr.  John 
Adams,  his  private  Secretary,  and  was  read  as 
follows : 

Mmaffs  qf  tJU  PrmdmU 
FkUom-CUiteru  ef  tfu  Senate, 

A  Bivot-nTtoii  of  the  seaBons  has  nearly  been  com- 
pleted  since  tho  representitiTea  of  the  People  and 
States  of  this  Union  were  last  osaemhled  at  this 

Jilacc,  to  deliberAte  and  to  act  upon  the  common 
mportant  intereats  of  their  conatitueots.  In  that 
interval,  the  never-slumbering  eye  of  a  wise  and 
beneficent  Providence  has  continued  its  guardian 
care  over  tbe  weUkre  of  our  beloved  country.  The 
blearing  of  health  has  continued  generally  to  jve- 
vatt  throughout  tbe  land.  The  blessing  of  peace 
with  our  brethren  of  tbe  human  race,  baa  been 
ei^eyed  without  iotcrruption ;  internal  quiet  has  left 


Fl/v'frio.— L.  W.  TtMwell,  John  Tyler. 
ITortk  Canttna.—Sa'tm  Brutch,  Nathaniel  Vfaoon. 
SouU  OartMna.  WUltam  Smith,  Bobert  T.  Hajrne. 
6»orffia.—J.  MePbenoo  Barrten,  Tbomaa  W.  Oobb. 
jr«n/ii«iy.— BkhaM  M.  Johnaon,  John  Rowan. 
nnnt—e«.—Juhn  It.  Eaton,  Hngh  L.  TVhIt*. 
Mfo.— ViUUm  H-  nurlMD,  Bei^amln  Rng^aa. 
ZouMana.—J>nmMtpie  Boallgny,  Joalah  S.  Johutoa* 
/nrftoio.— William  Hendricks,  Jamea  Nobla. 
JflMiwfp^— Tbomaa  H.  WUIIama,  Powbattaa  ElUa. 
ilMnota.— Ellas  K.  Kane,  Jeaae  B.  Tbomaa. 
Alabama.— Btarj  Cbambers,  WUUam  B.  Kiii|^ 
JHMMiri— Xtevid  Baiteo,  Thunaa  H.  Baatoa. 
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our  Cellow-dtizeiM  in  the  full  ei^mpinent  of  all  ttteir 
rigbu,  and  in  the  free  exercise  of  all  th^  bcnlties 
to  pursue  the  impulse  of  their  nature,  and  tbe  obli- 
gation of  their  daty,  in  tbe  improTemeot  of  their  own 
condition.  The  productions  of  tbe  soil,  tbe  ex- 
changes  of  commerce,  tbe  TtTifying  labors  of  haman 
industrj  bare  combined  to  mingle  in  our  cup  a  por- 
tion of  enjoyment  as  large  and  liberal  as  the  indul- 
gence of  heaTen  has  perhaps  ever  granted  to  tbe  im- 
perfect state  of  man  upon  earth ;  and  as  the  purest 
of  human  felicity  consists  in  its  participation  with 
.  others,  it  ia  no  small  addition  to  tbe  sum  of  our  na- 
tional happiness,  at  this  time,  that  peace  and  prosper- 
ity prevail  to  a  degree  seldom  experienced  orer  the 
whole  habitable  globe ;  presenting,  though  as  yet  with 
painful  exceptions,  a  foretaste  of  that  blessed  period 
of  promise,  when  the  Hon  ahalt  lie  down  wltb  the 
hmb,  and  wars  shall  bo  no  more.  To  pceserve,  to 
Improre,  and  to  perpetuate  the  sources,  and  to  direct, 
in  their  most  effective  channels,  the  streams  which 
contribute  to  the  public  weal,  is  the  parpone  fbr 
which  goTcmment  was  instituted.  Objects  of  deep 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  tho  Union  are  con-' 
.stantly  reouning,  to  demand  tbe  attenUon  of  the 
Federal  Legislaturo ;  and  they  call  with  accumulated 
Interest,  at  the  first  meeUng  of  the  two  Houses, 
after  their  periodical  renovation.  To  present  to 
their  consideration,  from  time  to  time,  subjects  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  nation  arc  most  deeply 
involved,  and  for  tbe  regulation  of  which  the  logis- 
latiTo  will  is  alone  competent,  is  a  duty  prescribed 
by  the  constitution,  to  tbe  performance  of  which 
tbe  first  meeting  of  the  new  Congress  is  a  period 
eminently  appropriate,  and  which  it  is  now  my  pur- 
pose to  discharge. 

Our  relations  of  friendship  with  the  other  nations 
of  the  earth,  political  and  ctMnmercial,  have  been 
preserved  unimpaired,  and  the  opportunities  to  im- 
pjore  tbem  have  been  ctdtivated  with  anxious  and 
unremitting  attention.  A  negotiation  upon  sub- 
jects of  high  and  deUctte  interest  with  tbe  govem- 
nent  of  Great  Britain,  baa  terminated  In  tbe 
adjustment  of  some  of  tbe  questions  at  issue  upon 
satisfactory  terms,  and  the  postponement  of  others 
for  future  dlscusuon  and  agreement.  The  pur- 
poses of  the  Convention  concluded  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, on  tbe  12tb  day  of  July,  1822,  under  the 
mediation  of  tbe  late  Eropeior  Alexander,  have 
been  carried  into  efibct,  by  a  snbaequent  Conven- 
tion concluded  at  London  on  tbe  IStb  of  November, 
1826,  tbe  ratifications  of  which  were  excbanged  at 
that  place  on  the  6th  day  of  February  last.  A  copy 
of  the  proclamation  Issued  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
Uarcb  last,  publishing  this  Convention,  is  herewith 
communicated  to  Congress.  The  sum  of  twelve 
hundred  and  four  thousand  nine  bnodred  and  sixty 
dollars,  therein  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  claim- 
ants of  indemnity  under  the  first  article  of  tbe  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  has  been  duly  received,  and  the  commis- 
sion instituted  conformably  to  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  second  of  March  last,  for  the  distribution  of 
tbe  indemnity  to  the  persons  entitled  to  receive  it, 
are  now  in  session,  and  approaching  the  consum- 
mation of  tb^  labors.  This  final  disposal  of  one 
of  tbe  most  palnfld  topics  of  collision  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  not  only  aflbrds 
an  occasion  of  gratuUtion  to  ourselves,  but  has  had 
tbe  happiest  efiect  In  promoting  a  friendly  dispo- 
idtion,  and  in  softening  asperities  upon  other  objects 
of  discuanon.  Mor  ought  it  to  pass  without  the 
tribute  of  a  fiank  and  cordial  aofcoowledgmeat  of 


[DacEMBis,  1^7- 

the  magnanimity  with  wluch  an  hononUAe  nstioo. 
by  the  reparation  of  their  own  wraogs,  acUeves  a 
triomidi  more  ^ofioui  than  any  fidd  of  blood  can 
ever  bestow. 

The  Conventions  of  Sd  July,  1S15,  and  of  SOth 
of  October,  1818,  will  expire  by  their  own  Uniiu- 
tlon  on  tbe  20tb  of  October,  1B28.  These  have 
regulated  the  direct  commeraal  interconrae  between 
tbe  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  upon  terns  of 
tbe  most  perfect  reciiModty;  and  th^  efleeteda 
temporary  compromise  of  tlie  respective  righto  and 
claims  to  territory  westward  of  tbe  Rocky  Meua- 
tains.  These  arrangements'  have  been  Matino<d 
for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  after  tbe  expira- 
tion of  tbe  above-mentioned  Conventimi;  learinj: 
each  party  the  liberty  of  terminating  thnn,  bj 
giving  twelve  months*  notice  to  the  other.  The 
nidi(»l  prindi^  of  all  commercial  intcfconrse  be- 
tween Independent  nations,  b  tbe  mntatl  interest 
of  both  parties.  It  is  tbe  vital  spirit  of  trade  it- 
self; nor  can  it  be  reconciled  to  the  nature  of  man, 
or  to  the  primary  laws  of  human  society,  that  idt 
traffic  should  long  be  willingly  pursuetl,  of  vbid. 
all  the  advantages  arc  on  one  side,  and  ^  the  bur- 
dens on  the  otber.  Treaties  of  Conunerre  have 
been  found,  by  experience,  to  be  among  tbe  most 
eflieeUve  intniments  for  promoting  peace  and  bti- 
mony  between  nations  wbose  interests,  exdnavtl; 
con«dered  on  either  side,  are  brought  into  freqarat 
collision  by  competition,  la  framing  such  tieaiirs, 
it  is  the  duty  of  each  party,  not  sniiuy  to  urge  wi. 
unyielding  pertinacity  that  which  saiu  hb  own  in- 
tervst,  but  to  concede  liberally  to  that  whicli  ii 
adapted  to  the  Interest  of  tbe  other.  To  accos- 
plish  this,  little  more  is  generally  required  than  a 
simple  observance  of  tbe  rule  of  reciprocity ;  snil 
were  it  possible  for  the  statesmen  of  one  natien,  br 
stratagem  and  management,  to  obtun  from  ib« 
w.eakness  or  ignorance  of  another,  an-OTerreariuif 
treaty,  such  a  compact  would  prove  an  ineeatircto 
war  rather  than  a  bond  of  peace.  OareonTeatioH 
with  Great  Britain  are  finuded  upoiplfae  priactplei 
of  redwocity.  The  commerdal  inteicourM  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  greater  ia  magnitude  and 
amount  than  between  any  two  other  natitms  on  tbe 
globe.  It  is,  for  all  purposes  of  benefit  or  adna- 
tage  to  both,  as  precioua,  and  in  all  probatilit; 
far  more  extensive  than  if  the  pactiea  weic  fl2l 
constituent  parts  of  one  and '  the  same  ssiioo. 
Treaties  between  such  States,  regulating  the  iot<>> 
course  of  peace  between  them,  and  adjastin^  iQ- 
terests  of  such  transcendent  importauL-e  to  both, 
which  have  been  found,  in  a  long  experirDce  of 
years,  mutually  advantageous,  diould  not  be  fisktlj 
cancelled  or  discontinoed.  Two  CMtyenlioiif  let 
continuing  in  force  those  above  Bentioncd  hate 
been  concluded  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  rf 
the  two  Governments,  on  the  sixth  of  August  Ur, 
and  will  be  forthwitii  laid  before  the  Senate  for  lb* 
exercise  of  IheirMiHUtBaoDal  authority  Goneenlog 
them. 

In  tbe  execution  of  the  Treaties  of  Peace,  (a 
November,  1782,  and  September,  betwrca  tlx 
United  Sutcs  and  Great  Britain,  and  which  vf- 
mlnated  the  War  Of  our  Indepradence,  a  fine  « 
boundary  was  drawn  as  the  demarcation  of  iwri- 
tory  between  the  two  countries,  extending 
near  twenty  degrees  of  Utitude,  and  ran^nfc 
seas,  lakes,  and  mountains,  then  very  imperftdiT 
explored,  and  scarcely  opened  to  tbe  geegnF^ 
knowledge  of  the  age.  In  the  progress  of  dbceni; 
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Ud  irttleaMnt  bj  both  partiei,  liaoe  that  time, 
KTctml  qoMtkuH  of  boondurj  betwMD  their  re- 
tpic&n  territories  hare  arisen,  whieh  hare  been 
foood  exeeeiUngly  difficult  of  adjoBtment.  A%  the 
doM  oC  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  four  of 
tbcM  qneitioDS  preeaed  tbemselTee  upon  the  etm- 
ndentiOD  of  the  negotiator  of  the  Treaty  of 
Gbeat,  bat  without  the  meau  of  ooaclndinK  a 
definfliTC  amngoDient  concerning  theok  They 
wen  rebrred  to  three  npaiata  Commiadoiia, 
eooosting  of  two  Commiariooen,  one  appointed  by 
cteh  party,  to  y*""'"*  and  dedde  upon  their  re- 
ipectire  dalms.  In  tlw  event  of  thia  djea^reement 
between  the  Conuninioners,  it  was  iwonded  that 
ttwy  ahoold  nuke  reports  to  their  seTeral  Qovem- 
meats;  and  that  the  reporte  should  finally  be  re- 
fcired  to  the  deciaion  of  a  aorerelgn,  the  common 
fiietd  of  both.  Of  these  commisBioiia,  two  have 
slmdy  terminated  thetr  sesdons  and  investfgations, 
(KM  by  entire,  and  the  other  by  partial  agreement. 
The  Coouniaaionerfl  of  the  fifth  article  of  uie  Treaty 
of  Ghent  hare  finally  disagreed,  and  made  their 
cooflictiDg  reports  to  their  own  goTenunents.  But 
from  these  reports  a  great  diStenlty  has  occurred  in 
uking  op  a  questicHi  to  be  dedded  by  Ae  Arbi- 
tntor.  This  purpose  has,  however,  been  effected 
faf  a  fourth  Convention,  cenduded  at  London  by 
^  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  Oorernments  on 
ifae  29th  of  September  last.  It-wiB  be  submitted, 
together  with  the  othars,  to  the  couUecatfoD  of 
Senate. 

WUIt  these  iiDeadoni  hare  been  pending,  Inci- 
dent! have  oecorred  of  conflicting  pretenaons,  and 
of  du^eroufl  character  upon  the  territory  itself  in 
di^mte  between  the  two  nations.  By  a  common 
BnderBtsnding  between  the  Governments  it  was 
tarred  that  no  exercise  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  by 
cither  party,  while  the  negotiation  was  pending, 
should  change  tiie  state  of  the  question  of  right  to 
b«  defioitirely  settled.  Buefa  coUiaon  has  oever- 
Ibdea  recMitiy  takes  fdace,  by  oeenrrenoaa  the 
pndie  ebaiseter  of  which  baa  not  yet  been  aseer- 
tthed.  A  commui^tion  from  tba  Governor  of 
the  Stale  of  Maine,  with  accompanying  documents 
and  a  corrcqiondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  and  the  Uimster  of  Great  BriUtn,  on  this  sab. 
jeet,  are  now  communicated.  Measures  have  been 
taken  to  aacBrtain  the  state  <rf  the  &ct8  more  cor- 
Kctly,  by  the  employment  of  a  spedal  agent  to 
Tint  the  spot  where  the  alleged  outrages  have  oc- 
nured,  the  result  of  whose  inqoifiei»  when  reodved, 
wiU  be  faansmitted  to  Congress. 

While  ao  many  of  the  sut^jects  of  high  Interest  to 
tin  friMMlly  relations  between  the  two  countries 
hate  been  so  ftr  attjustedf  It  is  a  matter  of  regret 
diat  tbdr  views  respecting  the  commercial  iitter> 
course  between  the  Dnteed  Stales  ind  the  British 
Cohnisl  poaseadoos  have  not  •qnally  ^iprozimated 
to  a  fiiendly  agreement. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  last  Sesrion  of  Con- 
gteaa,  they  were  infimned  of  the  sadden  and  imex- 
Jieeted  exclo^n  by  the  BriUsh  Government,  of  ae- 
on, in  vessels  of  the  United  Statea,  to  all  their  colo- 
Bki  ports,  eieept  those  Immediately  bordering  upon 
Mr  own  tarritotiei.  Id  tbe  amleable  ^Kosrions 
vUeh  have  succeeded  the  adopdoa  of  this  meaaore, 
vbidi,  u  it  affected  harshly  the  interests  of  the 
I^i^ted  ^ales,  became  a  subject  of  expostulation  on 
Mr  part,  the  principles  upon  which  its  justification 
WbecB  iriaced,  have  been  of  a  diversified  dtarao. 
iH,  it  hsi  boMi  at  onoB  asoittwd  to  a  man  recur* 


renca  to  tbe  old,  long-eatabliahed  prituuple  of  cokv 
nial  monopoly,  and  at  the  seme  tine  to  a  fteling  of 
rasentment,  beeanss  the  offers  of  an  Act  of  Fwiai- 
ment  opening  tbe  colonial  ports  opoa  eertain  con- 
ditions, had  not  been  gruped  at  with  snffldent  ea- 
genwsB  by  an  instantaneous  conformity  to  them. 
At  a  aubeequent  period  it  has  been  intimated  that 
the  new  exchision  was  in  reeentownt,  because  a 
prior  Aet  of  Pariiament,  of  1821,  ope^ng  certain 
colonial  ports,  under  heavy  and  burdenaome  re- 
Btrictioos,  to  vessels  of  the  United  States,  had  not 
been  reciprocated  by  an  admisnon  of  BritiA  ves- 
sels from  tbe  colonies,  and  their  cargoes,  without 
any  restriction  or  discrimination  whatever.  But, 
be  the  motion  for  the  interdiction  what  It  may,  the 
British  Government  have  maniCested  no  disposition, 
either  by  negotiation  or  by  correaponding  legislative 
enactmoit^  to  recede  fnm  it,  uid  we  have  been 
given  distinetly  to  understand,  that  neither  of  the 
bills  which  were  under  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, at  their  last  sesnon,  would  have  been  deemed 
soffieient  in  their  eoncesnons,  to  have  been  rewarded 
by  any  relaxation  from  the  British  Interdict.  It  is 
one  of  the  inconveniences  inseparably  connected 
with  the  attempts  to  a^nst  by  redprocal  le^slation, 
inteieitaof  thia  nature,  that  nrither  party  ean  know 
what  would  be  aMiafeetory  to  tbe  ouier ;  and  that, 
after  enacting  a  statute  for  the  avowed  and  sincere 
purpose  of  cimeillation,  it  will  generally  be  found 
utterly  inadequate  to  this  expectations  of  tbe  other 
party,  and  wiU  terminate  in  mutual  disaraMintment. 

The  sestion  of  Congreaa  having  tenmnated  with- 
out any  aet  upon  tbe  subject,  a  FroeUmation  was 
issoed,  on  the  17th  of  March  last,  conformably  to 
tbe  provisions  of  the  rixth  section  of  the  act  of  1st 
March,  1823,  declaring  tbe  fact  that  the  trade  and 
intercourse  authorized  by  the  British  Act  of  ParUa- 
ment,  of  24th  June,  1B22,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  enumerated  colonial  ports, 
had  been,  by  the  subsequent  Acts  of  Parliament,  of 
6th  July,  1B2S,  and  the  Order  of  Coundl,  of  87th 
July.  182A,  prohibited.  Tbe  effect  of  this  Froch^ 
mation,  by  the  terms  of  the  Act  imder  which  it  was 
issued,  has  been,  that  each  and  every  provision  of' 
the  Act  concerning  Navigation,  of  18th  April,  1848, 
and  of  the  Act  supplementary  thereto,  of  IStb  May, 
1820^  revived,  and  b  in  full  force.  Such,  then,  is 
the  present  condition  of  the  trade,  that,  useful  as 
It  is  to  both  parties,  it  can,  with  a  single  momentary 
exception,  be  carried  on  directly  by  tbe  veseeU  of 
neither.  That  exception  itself  is  found  in  a  Procla- 
mation of  the  Governor  of  the  island  of  St.  Chris- 
topher and  of  the  Yirgin  islands,  inviting,  for  three 
months  from  the  26th  of  August  last,  tho  importa- 
tion of  the  articles  of  the  produce  of  the  United. 
States,  which  constitute  dieir  export  portion  of  this 
trade,  in  the  vessels  of  all  Datione.  That  period 
having  already  expired,  the  state  of  mutual  inter- 
(Uction  has  sgain  taken  place.  The  British  Govern- 
ment have  not  only  dedined  negotiation  upon  this 
subject,  but,  by  the  [winciple  ^ey  have  asaomed 
with  reference  to  it,  have  precluded  even  the  means 
of  negotiation.  It  becomes  not  the  self-respect  of. 
the  United  States,  either  to  solicit  gratuitous  lavors, 
or  to  aeoept  as  the  grant  of  a  favor  that  for  which 
an  ample  equivalent  is  exacted.  It  remidns  to  be 
determined  by  the  respective  Governments,  whether 
the  trade  shidl  be  opened  by  acts  of  redprocal  Ieg> 
ialation.  It  is  in  the  mean  time  satisiiMtory  to 
know,  that,  ^lart  from  the  inconveniences  resulting 
from  a  disturbance  of  the  oaoal  channels  of  trade, 
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no  low  hu  been  sustained  bv  the  commerce,  the 
BftvIgaUon,  or  the  nvenoe  of  the  United  States,  and 
none  of  magnitude  is  to  be  apprehended  ftom  this 
exiating  state  of  mutual  interdicts 

With  the  other  matitime  and  commercial  nations 
of  Europe,  our  intercourse  continues,  with  little  ra- 
nation.  Since  the  cessation,  b^  the  CooTentioo  of 
S4th  June,  1822,  of  all  diaerimioating  duties  upon 
the  -vessels  of  the  United  Statee  and  France,  in 
eitiier  country,  oar  trade  with  that  nation  baa  in- 
creased and  is  increasing.  A  dispoeiUoa  on  the 
part  of  France  baa  been  manifiMted  to  renew  that 
negotiation ;  and,  in  acceding  to  the  proposal,  we 
hare  expressed  the  wish  that  it  might  be  extended 
to  other  objects,  upon  which  a  good  understanding 
between  the  parties  would  be  beneficial  to  the  in- 
terests of  both.  The  origin  of  the  piditical  reUtiona 
between  the  United  Btates  and  Jrance,  is  coeval 
with  the  first  years  of  our  Independence.  The 
memory  of  it  is  interwoven  with  that  of  our  arduous 
struggle  for  national  exlBtence.  Weakened  as  it 
has  occaeionallj  been  since  that  time,  it  can  by  us 
never  be  forgotten;  and  ve  should  hail  with  exulta- 
tion, the  moment  which  ahonld  indicate  a  recollec- 
tion, equally  fiiandly  in  spirit,  on  the  part  of  France. 
A  ft«sh  efibrt  has  been  recently  made,  by  the  llin- 
ister  of  the  United  States  rending  at  Paris,  to  ob* 
tain  a  consideration  of  the  just  clums  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  reparation  of  wrongs 
long  ftince  committed,  many  ol  them  frankly  ac- 
knowledged, and  all  of  them  entitled,  npon  every 
principle  of  jusUce,  to  a  candid  examination,  The 
proposal  last  made  to  the  French  Government  has 
been  to  refer  the  subject,  which  has  formed  an  ob- 
stacle to  this  consideraUon,  to  the  determination  of 
a  sovereign,  the  common  friend  of  both.  To  this 
offer  no  definite  answer  has  yet  been  received;  but 
the  gallant  and  honorable  efrfrit  which  has  at  al) 
times  been  the  pride  and  glo^  of  France,  wilt  not 
nlUmately  permit  the  demands  of  innocent  suficrers 
to  be  extinguislied  in  the  ihere  consciousness  of  the 
power  to  reject  them. 

A  new  Treaty  of  amity,  navigation,  and  com- 
merce, has  been  concluded  with  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden,  which  will  be  Bubmtttcd  to  the  Senate  for 
their  advice  with  regard  to  its  ratification.  At  a 
more  recent  date,  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
the  Hanseatio  Bcpablies  of  Hamburg,  Lubeck,  and 
Bremen,  has  been  recdved,  charged  with  a  special 
mis^n  for  the  negotiation  of  a  Treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  that  ancient  and  renowned 
League  and  the  United  Sutes.  This  negotiation 
has  accordingly  been  commenced  and  is  now  in  pro- 
gress, the  result  of  which  will,  if  snocessful,  be  also 
•ubmitted  to  the  Senate  fbr  their  condderatioa. 

Snce  the  accession  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas  to 
the  Imperial  throne  of  aQ  the  Ruasias,  the  friendly 
dispositions  towards  the  United  Stateti,  so  constant- 
ly manifested  by  his  predecessor,  have  continued 
nuabated;  and  have  been  recently  testified  by  the 
appointment  of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  rende 
at  this  place.  From  the  interest  taken  by  thfci  sot* 
ereign  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  Oreeks,  and  from 
the  ^rit  with  which  others  of  ttw  great  European 
Powers  are  co-operating  with  bim,  the  friends  of 
freedom  and  of  humanity  may  indulge  the  hope, 
that  they  will  obtain  relief  from  that  moat  unequal  of 
conflicts,  which  they  have  so  long  and  so  gallantly 
sustained :  that  they  will  enjoy  the  blesldng  of 
■elf-government,  which  by  their  suSierings  in  the 
«anse  of  liberty  tbey  hate  richly  earned;  and  that 
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thrir  independence  will  be  seeored  by  those  fibenl 
institutiou,  of  wbidi  tbdr  country  SanUttd  the 
earliest  examples  In  the  history  <tf  manUBd,  and 
which  have  consecrated  to  immortal  remndtraace 
the  very  soil  for  which  they  are  now  again  pnfofe'.T 
pouring  forth  their  blood.  The  sympathica  which 
the  People  and  Government  <^  the  Umtcd  States 
have  BO  warmly  indulged  wUh  tbeir  cantc,  bs*e 
been  acknowleqged  by  Ihdr  nveinnient.  In  a  tener 
of  thanks,  whi<A  I  have  reeled  from  tbdr  Bhttii> 
ona  Prerident,  a  translation  of  wUeh  fi  BOW  ceo- 
municated  to  Cmigress,  the  Repreanotattves  of  dnt 
nation  to  whom  this  tribute  of  gratitude  was  in- 
tended to  be  paid,  and  to  whom  it  was  justly  due 

In  the  American  heoiiq>bere,  the  cause  of  Fice- 
dom  and  Independence  us  conliBned  to  prenil; 
and  If  ngnalixra  bynoneof  tfaaassplMididtriiun|As 
which  had  crowned  with  glory  suae  of  the  preced- 
ing years,  it  has  only  been  from  the  banidment  of 
all  external  force  afrainst  which  the  struggle  had 
been  maintained.  The  shout  of  Tictory  has  been 
superseded  by  the  expulsion  of  the  eneaj  ortr 
whom  it  could  have  been  achieved.  Onr  friendlj 
wishes  and  cordial  good  will,  which  have  eooataatl; 
followed  the  Soathm  nations  of  America  in  all  the 
Tieissitndeo  of  thdr  war  of  iBdepcndeoee,  ate  lae- 
ceeded  by  a  solicitude,  equally  ardent  and  cor£al, 
that,  by  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  their  instHatiooa, 
they  may  secure  to  themselves  the  choicest  ble«- 
ings  of  social  order,  and  the  best  rewards  of  vimt- 
ous  liberty.  Disclaiming  alike  all  right  and  sO  is- 
tention  of  interftrliu;  fat  those  CMwema  irideh  it  ■ 
the  prerogative  of  wdr  Independeneo  to  rcgdWc 
aa  to  them  shall  ice  fit,  we  hau  with  joy  everj 
cation  of  their  prosperity,  of  their  hannoay,  of  their 
perseverii^  and  infiexibie  homage  to  thoae  priao- 
I^es  of  freedom  and  of  equal  righta,  which  are  alaoe 
suited  to  the  genius  and  temper  of  the  Amarieaa 
nations.  It  has  been,  tberefon,  with  sooMcoMera 
that  we  have  idiaerved  IndicatiMu  of  intestbe  An- 
rioos  in  some  of  the  BepnbliGa  of  tha  Sooth,  and  ap- 
pearaneea  of  less  uidoa  with  one  another,  thaa  we 
believe  to  be  the  interert  of  alL  Among  the  re- 
sults of  this  slate  of  things  has  been  that  the  Ttca- 
ties  concluded  at  Panama  do  not  appear  to  han 
been  ratified  by  the  contracting  parUes,  and  that 
the  meeting  of  the  Congress  at  Tacnbaya  hsa  been 
indefinitely  postponed.  In  accepting  the  invita- 
tions to  be  repceeented  at  tUs  Confess,  wt^  ■ 
manifestation  was  intended  on  the  part  of  the  to- 
ted  States,  of  the  most  friendly  dispodtion  towardi 
the  Southern  Republics  by  whom  it  had  been  pro- 
posed, it  was  hoped  that  it  would  furnish  an  opfK- 
tunity  for  briuglng  all  the  nations  of  this  hemipphrw 
to  the  common  acknowledgment  and  adoptioo  of 
the  principles,  in  the  regulatieo  ofthrir  intaraatiooal 
relations,  which  would  bare  secured  a  lasting  pean 
and  harmony  between  them,  and  have  pnmwted 
the  cause  of  mutual  benevolence  tboogbont  the 
globe.  But  as  obstacles  a|^>ear  to  liave  ariMi  t» 
the  re-assemUii^  of  the  Congress,  one  of  the  teo 
Hiusters  commissioned  on  ue  part  of  the  Cnitcd 
States  has  letumed  to  the  bosom  of  hb  country, 
while  the  minister  charged  with  the  ccdinary  mif 
don  to  Mexico,  remains  authoriied  to  attend  at  the 
conferences  of  the  Congrcm  whenever  they  any  be 
resumed. 

A  hope  was  for  a  short  time  entertained,  that  i 
treaty  of  peace  actually  rigned  between  the  Gov- 
eromenta  of  Buenos  Ayrea  and  &axil  would  sBpe^ 
aede  all  further  oceaaion  ktt  thoae  oalliwoni  be- 


PntOmta  Muaage. 


Digitized  by  Google 


471 


Dbckmbu,  1887.] 

twttn  belligerent  pireteosionj  and  neatral  righto, 
TUeb  are  bo  commonly  the  molt  of  maritime  ww, 
and  which  hate  onfortniiatelT  diatorbed  the  har> 
moDT  of  the  relatione  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Bniiliaa  Ooreninients.  At  their  laat  aesrioii, 
CooKTCflawere  informed  that  some  of  the  Mval  offl- 
cera  of  that  empire  bad  adranced  and  practised  upon 
prineiplea  in  relatioQ  to  blockadea  and  to  oeatral 
nangation,  which  we  eould  not  sanction,  and  which 
our  commaodera  found  Hnecesaaij  to  resist.  Itap* 
ptan  that  tbmj  hare  not  been  nnmned  hj  the  Oot^ 
cranMnt  of  Braail  itadf.  Some  of  the  Tessels  cap- 
tured onder  tlw  ammed  authority  of  these  erro- 
neoos  priiici[4es  hare  been  restored ;  and  we  trust 
that  our  jntt  expectations  will  be  realised,  that  ade- 
quate iodemnitj  will  be  made  to  all  the  citiiens  of 
the  United  States  who  hare  nill^red  hj  the  unwar> 
raided  captures  whldi  the  BradUan  tribmialt  them- 
itlTcs  hare  pronounced  onlawfiiL 

In  the  di{uomatio  disciWBOnB  at  'Rio  de  Janeiro, 
oflhaae  wrongs  austained  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  others  which  seemed  as  if  emanaUog 
immediately  from  that  Government  itself^  the  Chai^ 
d'A&irea  of  tlie  United  States,  under  an  impression 
that  his  repreaentationa  in  behalf  of  the  rights  and 
interoeU  of  hta  countrymen  were  totally  dU^garded 
and  usdeae^  deemed  h  his  duty,  without  waitmg  for 
intmctioas,  to  tennhiate  bis  offidai  flinetlons,  to  de- 
mud  his  passporta,  and  return  to  the  United  States. 
This  moTement,  dictated  by  an  honest  seal  for  the 
honor  and  interests  of  his  country ;  motires  which 
operated  esclowTely  upon  the  mlod  of  the  c^er 
vbo  resorted  to  it,  has  not  been  disap|»«Ted  by  me. 
The  BraBfian  Goreniineat,  however,  complained  of 
it  u  a  meaanro  fat  wUeh  do  adequate  inteoti<Hial 
cuse  had  bera  giren  by  tliem;  and  upon  an  ex- 
I^it  assurance,  ihroo^  tbdr  Chargd  d'AflUres, 
Nsidhig  here,  that  a  suoxasor  to  the  late  Represent* 
ative  of  the  United  States  near  that  QoTemment, 
the  apptHntment  of  whom  they  derired,  should  be 
letdved  and  treated  wUh  the  respeet  due  to  his 
diaraeter,  aud  that  Indemnity  should  be  promptly 
Bade  for  slII  injuries  lafficted  on  ddzens  of  the 
titited  States,  or  their  property,  contrary  to  the 
lawi  of  nations,  a  temporan  commission  aa  Chargi 
fAflairea  to  that  country  has  been  issued,  which 
it  ii  hoped  will  entirely  restore  the  onUnaty  dipk>- 
■Mlic  intercourse  between  the  two  Govemments, 
ud  tlie  friendly  relations  between  their  respectire 
udons. 

Tnndng  from  the  inomentons  eoneems  <^  onr 
Union  in  its  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  to 
tboesofthe  deepest  interest  in  the  administration 
<^  our  internal  affairs,  we  find  the  revenues  of  the 
presnit  year  coireeponding  as  neariy  as  might  be  ex- 
pected with  the  anticipations  of  the  last,  and  pre- 
■entiBg  an  aspect  stiD  more  fiiTondile  in  the  ]mm- 
inof  tbenext.  The  balance  in  the  Treasurr  on  the 
Bnt  of  January  last  was  six  millions  three  hundred 
uid  fifty-.eight  tboosand  six  hundred  and  eighty-six 
dollars  and  eighteen  centa.  The  receipts  from  that 
day  to  the  80th  of  September  laat,  aa  near  as  the  re- 
turns of  them  yet  received  can  ^ow,  amount  to  six- 
teen adHions  eight  hundred  and  eigfaty-nx  thousand 
Bre  hundred  aod  eighty-one  doDars  and  thirty-two 
eests.  The  recdpto  of  the  present  quarter,  estima- 
ted at  foar  millions  five  hundred  and  flfteen  tbou- 
■■nd,  added  to  the  above,  form  an  aggregate  of 
tventy-one  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  receipts.  The  expenditnres  of  the  year  may  per- 
Itft  sBoant  to  twanty^wo  nlQioiiB  thre*  hniidred 
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thousand  dollars,  presenting  a  small  excess  over  tlia 
receipts.  But  of  these  twenty^two  mUUona.  upwards 
of  six  have  been  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  prln* 
dpal  of  the  poUic  debt ;  the  whole  amount  of  whielit 
^iproacluDg  seTenty-four  milfions  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary bst,  will  on  the  first  day  of  next  year  fall  abort 
of  dxty-eeven  milUons  and  a  half.  The  balance  in 
the  TrMsury  on  the  first  of  January  next,  it  k  ex- 
pected, will  exceed  five  miOiona  four  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars ;  a  sum  exceeding  that  of  the 
first  of  Janaanr,  182S,  though  MUog  short  of  that 
oxUbited  on  the  first  of  January  last. 

It  was  foreseen  that  the  revenue  of  the  present 
year  would  not  equal  that  of  the  last,  which  had  it- 
self been  less  than  that  of  the  next  preceding  year. 
But  the  hope  has  been  realised  which  was  enter- 
tained, that  these  defi^ncies  would  in  nowise  In- 
terrupt the  steady  operation  of  the  discharge  of  the 
public  debt  by  the  aoimal  tea  mllUotlii  devoted  to 
that  object  by  the  act  (rfSd  March,  1817. 

The  amount  of  duties  •sented  on  merchandise  Im- 
ported from  the  commencement  of  the  jeu  nndl 
the  80th  of  September  last,  is  twenty-one  millions  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand,  and  the  probable 
amount  of  that  which  will  be  secured  dming  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  Is  five  nriUons  seven  fanndred 
and  aeventy-fiirar  thoosand  doUara ;  forming  a  sum 
total  of  tweoty^ven  mHUona.  With  the  allowances 
for  drawbacks  and  contingent  deflciencnes  wliich 
may  occur,  though  not  specifically  forraeen,  we  may 
safely  estimate  the  receipts  of  the  ensuing  year  at 
tweoty-two  millions  three  hundred  thousand  dollars ; 
a  revenue  for  the  next  equal  to  the  expeotUtnre  of 
ttie  present  year. 

The  deep  soUcltBde  Mt  br  oof  ^tbeu  of  sU 
classes  throughout  the  Union  for  the  total  discharge 
of  the  public  debt,  will  apologize  for  the  earnestness 
with  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  urge  this  tofdo 
upon  the  eonrideration  of  Congress;  of  recommend- 
ing to  them  sg^  the  observance  of  the  strictest 
economy  in  the  apiriUtatioo  of  the  nablie  ftmds. 
Tiie  depression  upon  the  receipto  of  the  menoe 
which  had  commenced  with  the  year  1820,  contin- 
ued with  increased  severity  during  the  two  first 
quarters  of  the  present  year.  The  returning  tide 
began  to  flow  wiUi  the  ^ird  quarter,  and  so  far  as 
we  can  judge  from  experience,  may  be  expected  to 
continue  through  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year. 
In  the  mean  tbne,  an  alleviation  from  the  burden  ot 
the  pobUo  debt  will  In  three  years  have  been  effect- 
ed to  the  amoont  of  neariy  sixteen  millions,  and 
the  chai^ge  of  annual  interest  will  have  been  reduced 
upwards  of  one  million.  But  among  the  maxims  of 
political  economy  which  the  stewards  of  the  pubKo 
moneys  should  never  suffer  vnthout  urgent  neces- 
uty  to  be  transcended,  is  that  of  keeping  theexpen- 
ditores  of  the  year  witUn  the  IhidU  of  its  receipts. 
The  appropriations  of  the  two  last  years,  faicluding 
the  yearly  ten  milltons  of  the  rinking  fHmd,  have 
each  equalled  Uie  promised  revenue  of  the  ensuing 
year.  Wbile»we  foresee  with  confidence,  that  the 
public  coff^  will  be  rei^eoiahed  from  the  receipts, 
as  fast  as  they  will  be  drained  by  the  expenditures, 
equal  in  omonnt  to  those  of  the  current  year,  it 
should  not  be  Ansotten  that  they  could  ill  suflto 
the  ei^auatioa  of  Mi-ger  disbursements. 

The  condition  of  the  army,  and  of  ail  the  branches 
of  the  public  service  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  will  be  seen  by  the  report 
from  that  officer,  and  the  documents  with  whi^  it 
is  WMonqiaiued. 
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Dnring  the  eoarw  of  tlie  Uat  sunraer,  m  detaeli* 
Bwnt  of  the  amy  bu  beeo  uefully  and  neoeaafnUy 
called  to  perform  their  appropriate  duties.  At  the 
moment  when  the  commitwooen  appomted  for  car- 
rying into  execution  certain  prOTiuons  of  the  treaty 
of  August  19th,  1826,  with  Tarioua  tribes  of  the 
north-western  Insane,  wen  abont  to  arrire  at  the 
appointed  place  of  meeting,  the  onprOToked  murder 
in  wavmi  dtiiens,  and  other  acts  of  onequiTocal 
bosUlitj,  committed  by  a  party  of  the  Winnebago 
tribe,  one  of  those  associated  in  the  treaty,  followed 
by  indications  of  a  menacing  eharaoter,  among  other 
tribes  of  the  same  region,  rendered  necessary  an  im- 
mediate display  of  the  defenslre  and  protectire  force 
of  the  Union  in  that  quarter.  It  was  accordingly 
exhilnted  by  tho  immediato  and  concerted  more- 
ments  of  Um  Goreroon  of  the  State  of  Illint^  and 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  competent  leries 
of  militia  under  their  authority,  with  a  corps  of  seren 
hundred  men  of  United  States  troops  under  the 
command  of  General  Atltinson,  who,  at  the  call  ,  of 
Qoremor  Cast,  immediately  repaired  to  the  scene  of 
dugcr  from  their  elation  at  St.  Louis.  Their  pvw- 
•Bce  dialled  the  aUrms  of  our  ii^w  eitiiens  on 
those  borders,  and  oTcrawed  the  hostile  purposes  of 
the  Indiana.  The  perpetrators  of  the  murders  irere 
surrendered  to  the  authority  and  operation  of  our 
UwB ;  and  erery  appearance  of  purposed  hostility 
from  thoee  Indian  tribes  has  subsided. 

Although  the  present  organisation  of  the  army, 
and  the  administration  of  its  various  branches  of 
•errice,  are,  upon  the  whole,  satisfiictory,  they  are 
yet  susceptible  of  much  improTementin  particulars, 
some  of  which  hate  been  heretofore  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  others  are  now 
first  presented  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  ezpedincy  of  proTiding  for  additional  num- 
bers of  officers  in  the  two  corps  of  engineers  will,  in 
some  degree,  depend  upon  ths  number  and  extent 
of  the  objects  of  national  importance  upon  which 
OongrcRs  may  think  it  proper  that  surreys  should 
bo  made,  conformably  to  the  act  of  the  80th  of 
April,  1824.  Of  the  surreys  which,  before  the  laat 
■ssaion  of  Congress,  had  been  made  under  the  an> 
thority  of  that  act,  reports  were  made : 

1.  Of  the  Board  of  Internal  XmproToment,  m  the 
Qiesapeafco  and  Ohio  CanaL 

S.  On  the  continuance  of  the  National  Road  from 
Cumberland  to  the  tide  watcn  withUi  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

8.  On  the  continuation  of  the  Xatimal  Road  from 
Canton  to  Zanesville. 

4.  On  the  location  of  the  National  Bead  from 
Zaneeville  to  Columbus. 

A.  On  the  continuation  of  the  same  road  to  the 
■eat  of  Government  in  Missouri. 
.  6.  On  a  Post  Road  from  Baltimore  to  Philadel- 
I^ia. 

I.  Of  a  surrey  of  Kennebec  Rlrer,  <iit  part.) 

8.  On  a  National  Bond  from  Washington  to  Bof- 
bio. 

9.  On  the  Bonrey  of  Saogatnek  harbor  and  rirer. 

10.  On  ft  eanat  firom  Lake  Fontehartialn  to  the 
Hisdssippi  River. 

II.  On  survey*  at  Bdgaitown,  Newbnryport,  and 
Hyannis  harbor. 

12.  On  surrey  of  Xa  FUsanea  Bay,in  tbeTerri^ 
tory  of  Uicbig^ 

And  reporti  are  now  prspue^  and  wU  be  ntb- 
Butted  to  Cingreas: 

OBsorreysoftbePeidnialnof  ilorida,to  mer- 
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tain  tiie  practicability  of  a  canal  to  cotnect  tht 
waters  of^  the  Atlantic  with  the  Golf  ef  Mexico, 
across  that  Pemasula;  and  also,  of  the  couatiy  be- 
tween the  Bays  of  Mobile  and  of  Pensaeoli,  «iUi  the 
view  of  connecting  them  togetlwr  by  a  cmi; 

On  surveys  of  a  route  for  a  canal  to  eoo&eet  (be 
waters  of  James  and  Great  Eanfaaws  Birera; 

On  the  snrveyof  the  Swash  In  AmUcoS(Htad,u<] 
that  of  Gape  Fear,  below  the  town  of  Wifaniugtoa, 
In  North  Carolina ; 

On  the  survey  of  the  Hoscte  Shoali,  b  llie  Tn- 
nessee  River,  and  for  a  route  for  a  eontemphteil 
communication  between  the  Hiwassee  and  Coon 
Rivers,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Other  reports  of  surveys,  upon  ol>jects  pointed  est 
by  the  several  acts  of  Congr^  of  the  hot  udpte* 
ceding  sessions,  are  in  the  progress  of  prepsrattOD, 
and  most  of  them  may  be  completed  beAire  Ute 
close  of  this  session.  All  the  officers  of  both  eaij^ 
of  eogineets,  with  several  other  persons  didy  <(u&-  | 
Sed,  have  been  eonstantiy  employed  upon  thste  st^ 
vices,  from  the  of  tiie  act  of  90di  ipifl,  j 

18S4,  to  this  time.  Were  ba  other  adnslagetsv- 
cme  to  the  country  from  their  labors  than  the  iud 
ot  topographical  knowledge  wUch  they  hare  cai'  I 
lected  and  communicated,  that  alone  would  kire 
been  a  profit  to  the  Union  more  than  adeqaite  ta 
all  the  expenditures  which  hare  been  devoted  to  the 
object ;  but  the  appropriations  for  the  reptir  tai 
continuation  of  the  Cumberiand  road,  for  tbe  ms- 
stmction  of  rarioas  other  roads,  for  tlie  rmonl  tt 
obfltroctiooa  from  the  rivers  and  haiboia.  for  (he 
erection  of  light-houses,  beacons,  piers,  and  bQQjt, 
and  for  the  eomjdetion  of  canals,  undertaken  bj  in- 
dividual associations,  but  needing  the  anstBiKt  of 
means  and  resources  more  eomprebensin  Una  is- 
dividual  enterfmse  can  command,  may  be  conaderej 
rather  as  treasures  laid  up  from  the  cmitribatiMi  tt 
the  present  age,  (br  the  boiefit  of  posterity,  thin  u 
unrequited  appUcationB  of  the  accmiug  RTesM  j 
of  the  nation.   To  such  otgccts  of  permsanit  in-  j 
prorement  to  the  condition  of  the  coimiry,of  ntl 
addition  to  the  wealth  as  well  as  to  the  comfort  of  i 
the  people  by  whose  authority  and  resourcei  the*  I 
have  been  effected,  from  three  to  four  nilUoei  of  ; 
the  annual  income  of  the  natloB  bm,  bj  ^ 
enacted  at  the  three  most  reoent  sesrioas  of  C<» 
greeSfbeen  api^ed  without  intrenclung  upoBiw 
oeceasitiea  of  tiie  Treasury  ;  without  a^big  s  dol-  ^ 
lar  to  the  taxes  or  debts  of  the  communil  r,  wiihort  ^ 
Bogpending  even  the  steady  and  regular  dKhu^ 
of  the  debts  contracted  in  former  daya,  wUch,  vitl^ 
the  same  three  years,  have  been  ^miidAHl  bjr  w 
amount  of  neariy  sixteen  millions  of  doBan. 

The  same  observations  are,  in  a  great  degree.  *P 
plicable  to  the  appropriations  made  for  6ir&k»&^ 
upon  the  coasU  and  harbors  of  the  UiOted  &ut«. 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Military  Acsdenj 
West  Point,  and  for  the  various  otyects  oadet  tie 
auperintendence  of  the  Department  of  dte  3«7- 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  sad 
from  the  sabordiDftte  braochee  of  botii  tiie  ain*? 
Depsitments^  exhibit  to  Congress,  in  nODnte  deisi. 
the  preeuit  condition  of  tl»  poblic  otablidiona 
dependent  upon  them;  the  exeeutioaeflbe 
Congress  relating  to  them:  and  tiie  views  of  the"- 
ficers  engaged  in  tiie  several  bnuehes  of  the 
concerning  the  improvements  wluoh  mj  * 
tiieir  perfeetioa.         fortiSeatisBS  of  the 
and  the  grednal  loereaea  and  inpn>**^*.^'r 
NaTr,«re  parti  offtgnatqrM«"0*i«^"^ 
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ibich  bu  be«  upwards  of  tea  years  )a  progreai, 
udvluch  for  a  leriea  of  yeait  to  come,  will  coo- 
tiaoe  to  cUin  the  eonsttot  and  pcrseTcring  proteo- 
tioD  ud  sttperinteDdenoe  of  the  legisUtire  author* 
'aj.  Among  the  measorefl  which  have  emanated 
friHB  IbeM  prindides,  the  act  of  the  last  eealoa  of 
Congress,  for  the  gradual  improTement  of  tho  Nary, 
boldi  acoupicDons  place.  The  coUectioo  of  timber 
bribe  fnton  conatrnctkm  of  Tcnelt  of  war;  the 
pKMmtion  and  leproductfon  of  the  ipeeiea  of  tint' 
bar  pecoliariy  adapted  to  that  purpose ;  the  con- 
ttnctioo  of  1^7'  docks  for  the  use  of  the  Narj ;  the 
ereciioQ  of  a  marioo  railway  for  the  repair  of  tho 
pubBc  ships ;  and  the  improTements  of  the  nary 
Tirdi  for  the  presenration  of  the  publio  property 
dfpaated  ia  them ;  have  all  received  from  the  Ex- 
enitiTe  the  attenUoa  required  by  that  act,  and  wiU 
nMinne  to  receive  it,  steadily  proceedioff  towards 
(beeiecntioa  of  all  Its  purposes.  The  estabUshment  i 
Ofi  XstaI  Academy,  fumubing  the  means  of  thco-  | 
Klie  instnictioD  to  the  youths  who  devote  their 
Tma  (0  the  service  of  their  country  upon  the  ocean,  ' 
ttillBolictts  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature.  Prac- 
lie*l»■lllan»h^l^  aod  t|»e  art  of  navigation,  may  be 
•cqnied  npM  the  endaes  of  the  KiuadNms,  vbieh, 
Irna  time  to  time,  are  deqiotolied  to  distant  seas : 
bot  a  competent  luiowledge,  even,  of  the  art  of  ahip 
InMng,  the  higher  mathematics,  and  astronomy ; 
the  Bteiatare  which  can  place  our  officers  on  a  level 
of  pcJighed  education  with  the  oGBcers  of  other  mar- 
iiiow  nations;  the  knowledge  of  tho  laws,  municipal 
udnationaL  whkh,  in  their  Intereoarsevltb  foreign 
Stiles  and  their  Governments,  are  eonUonally  called 
taio  operation ;  and  above  all,  that  acquaintaiice 
viih  the  principles  of  honor  and  justice ;  with  the 
tiigber  obNgations  of  moral?,  and  of  general  laws, 
human  and  divine,  vhich  constitute  tho  great  dia- 
tioction  between  the  warrior  patriot,  and  the  licensed 
nbber  and  |Nrate ;  these  can  be  systematically  taught 
*oA  eminently  acquired  only  in  a  permanent  school, 
ittlieaed  upon  the  ihtHet'and  provided  with  the 
■oeben,  the  instmniettts,  and  the  books  eonvamnt 
*ntfa  and  adapted  to  tho  communication  of  the  prio- 
tiples  of  these  respeetlve  scieaces  to  the  youthful 
ud  inqoiring  mind. 

Tbe  report  from  tho  Postmaster  General  exhibits 
tbe  condition  of  that  Department  as  highly  ealisfitc- 
toiyfor  the  pteaent,  and  atill  more  proimsing  for  the 
fuiDre.  Its  receipts  for  the  year  ending  the  first  of 
Jol^last,  amouitedto  onenulUoD  four  hundred  and 
KTtntj-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty.one 
deOan,  and  exceeded  its  expenditures  by  upwards 
of  one  bandied  thousand  dollars.  It  cannot  be  an 
ovtr>«ngmne  estimate  to  predict  that,  in  leas  than 
ten  jesta,  oC  wtiich  one-holf  have  elapsed,  the  re- 
will  have  been  mora  than  doubled.  In  the 
itKU  time  a  reduced  expenditura  upon  established 
nM(«i  fau  iiept  pace  with  increased  faSUties  of  pub- 
Be  accoonnodation,  and  additional  services  have 
been  obtained  at  reduced  rates  of  eompens^on, 
Vitliia  the  last  year  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
in  sttees  has  been  greatly  augmented.  The  num> 
W  of  post  ofBoes  has  been  increased  to  seven  thou- 
tud;  sAd  U  nay  be  anticipated  that,  whUe  the 
amitt  of  intcroonrse  between  Mlov  eitlzeni,  hi 
ffftux  or  by  correspondence,  will  soon  be  carried 
to  the  door  of  every  villager  in  the  Union,  a  yeariy 
"upln  of  revenue  wiU  accrue,  which  may  be  applied 
as  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  under  the  exercise  of 
thrir  coQstitBtioDal  powers,  may  devise  for  the  for- 
fxf  wi  Jifah— nt  ud  k^coTOBait  of  the  pnblie 
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roads,  or  by  adtUng  still  further  to  the  fadlities  in 
the  transporUtioQ  of  the  malls.  Of  the  indications 
of  tbe  prosperous  condition  of  our  country,  none 
can  bo  more  pleasing  than  those  presented  by  tbe 
multii^ying  relations  of  personal  and  intimate  inter* 
course  between  the  citizens  of  the  Union  dwelling 
at  the  remotest  distances  from  each  other. 

Among  the  sutfiecta  which  have  heretofore  occu- 
pied the  earnest  solieltnde  and  attention  of  Congress, 
is  tbe  mMiagemeot  and  disposal  of  that  portion  of 
tbe  pioperty  of  the  Nation  which  conusts  of  the 
pubUc  luids.  The  acquisition  of  them,  made  at  the 
expense  of  tbe  whole  Union,  not  only  in  treasure 
but  in  blood,  marlcs  a  right  of  property  in  them 
equally  extensive.  By  the  report  aud  statements 
from  the  General  X<and  Office,  now  communicated, 
it  appears,  that,  under  the  present  Government  of 
the  United  Sutes,  a  sum  Uttie  short  of  83,000,000 
dollars,  has  been  paid  from  the  common  Treasury, 
for  that  portion  of  this  property  which  baa  been 
purchased  from  France  and  Spain,  and  for  the  ex-* 
tinction  of  the  abori^nal  titlea.  The  amount'of 
lands  acquired  ia  near  two  hundred  and  sixty  mil- 
lions of  acres,  of  which,  on  the  first  of  January,. 
1820,  ^Minfc  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  milUons 
of  acres  had  been  surveyed,  and  a  little  more  than 
nineteen  miDions  of  acres  had  been  sold.  The 
amount  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  purchasers 
of  the  lands  sold  is  not  yet  equal  to  the  sum  paid 
for  the  whole,  but  leaves  a  small  balance  to  be  re- 
funded ;  tho  proceeds  of  tho  sales  of  the  lands  have 
long  been  pledged  to  tho  crcditore  of  the  Nation ; 
a  pledge  from  which  we  have  reason  lo  hope  that 
they  win  in  a  very  few  years  be  redeemed.  The 
system  upon  which  this  great  National  interest  has 
been  engaged,  was  the  reaiilt'of  long,  anxious,  and 
pei'sevcring  deliberation ;  matured  and  modified  by 
the  progress  of  our  population  and  tbe  lessoos  of 
experience.  It  has  been  hitherto  en^nenUy  success- 
ful. Mora  than  nine-tenths  of  the  lands  still  remain 
the  common  pnmerty  of  the  Union,  the  approprisc 
Uon  and  disposal  of  which  ara  sacred  trusts  in  the 
hands  of  Congress.  Of  tbe  hnds  sold,  a  conndcra-' 
ble  part  wi-re  conveyed  under  extended  credits, 
wMcn,  in  the  vicissitudes  and  fluctuations  in  the 
viUne  of  lands,  and  of  their  produce,  became  op-' 
pressively  burdensome  to  the  purchasers.  It  can 
never  be  the  interest  or  the  policy  of  the  KatiiMi  to 
wring  from  Its  own  dtlxens  the  reasonable  profits 
of  their  industry  and  enterprise,  by  holding  them 
to  the  rigorous  import  of  ditsastrous  engagements. 
In  March,  1821,  a  debt  of  twenty-two  millions  of 
doIUrs,  due  by  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  had 
accumulated,  wUch  they  were  unable  to  pay.  An 
act  of  Congress,  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  came  to 
their  relief  and  has  been  succeedud  by  others;  the 
bitest  being  the  act  of  the  4th  of  Hay,  1826,  the 
indulgent  provisions  of  which  expired  on  tite  4th 
of  July  lost.  The  efiect  of  these  htws  baa  been  to 
reduce  the  debt  from  the  purchasers,  to  a  remain- 
ing balance  of  about  four  millions  Uiree  hundred 
thousand  dollars  due;  more  than  three-fifths  of 
which  are  for  lands  within  the  State  of  Alabama. 
I  recommend  to  Congren  tbe  ravival  and  eontlnn- 
ance  for  a  ftirther  term,  of  tho  beneficent  acconuno* 
dations  to  the  publio  debtors,  of  that  sUtute,  and 
submit  to  their  conaderatlon,  in  the  same  siurit  of 
equity,  the  remission,  under  proper  discriminations, 
of  the  forfeitures  of  partial  payments  on  account  of 
purcluses  of  the  public  lands,  so  far  as  to  allow  of 
thdr  ^^Jicntton  to  other  paymeDti. 
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Then  are  nrioiu  other  nlijeets  of  deep  Interest 
to  the  whole  Union,  whkh  luiTe  beretonm  been 
recommended  to  the  consl deration  of  Congrew,  u 

w«U  by  mj  predeeeesors,  u,  nuder  the  Impresdon 
of  the  dutiea  devolvii^  upon  me,  by  myaelf. 
AtQong  theee  are  the  debt,  rather  of  joctiCQ  than 
^tltude,  to  the  surviving  warrion  of  the  Bevolo- 
tiooary  War;  the  extenaioa  of  the  Judicial  Adndn- 
iMration  of  the  Federal  Goremment  to  those  exten- 
itve  and  important  members  of  the  Union,  which, 
having  risen  into  existence  since  the  organisatioB 
of  the  present  Jadidary  establiahmeotf  now  conati* 
tute  at  least  one-third  of  ita  territory,  power,  and 
population ;  the  formation  of  a  more  effectire  and 
nniform  lyatem  for  the  government  of  the  Militia, 
and  the  ameUoratkm,  in  nme  form  or  moAfioation, 
of  the  dlTertified  and  often  oppreerive  code  relating 
to  Insolvency.  Amidst  the  multiplicity  of  tot^cs  of 
great  natiotuU  concernment  which  may  recommend 
uenuelvea  to  the  cabn  and  patriotic  deliberationa 
of  the  LcgiiilatuTe,  it  may  suffice  (o  aay,  that  on 
these  and  ail  other  measores  which  may  receive 
their  eanction,  my  hear^  co-operation  will  be 
g^ven,  conformably  to  the  dutiefl  enjoined  upon  me, 
and  under  the  sense  of  all  the  obligations  prescribed 
by  the  conatitaiiou. 

jomr  QuixcT  adams. 

WathingUMy  Drctmber  4,  IBS?. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  it  was  ordered  that 
three  thousand  copies  of  the  Message,  and  one 
thousand  five  Imndred  copies  of  tho  documents 
acoompoDj'iag  it,  bo  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Monday,  December  10. 

Tho  Annual  Report  of  tho  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  communicated  by  Uio  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  I,COO  copies  thereof  ordered  to  bo 
printed. 

Election  of  Senate  ()0cert. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
Us  officers  for  the  present  Congress,  wlien  the 
ftdlowing  individnou  were  declared  to  bo  elect- 
ed, and  took  tho  oaths  of  their  respective  of- 
fices: 

"Walteb  Lowbik,  Secretary. 

UocNTJOT  Batlt,  Soigoant-at-Arnis,  and 

Doorkeeper. 

IIexry  TiMft,  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

This  being  the  day  appointod  fur  tho  election 
of  the  Standing  Committees,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  the  chairman  and  mem- 
bers of  each  in  rotation,  and  elected  eight  com- 
mittees. 


TmanAT,  December  11. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  fiir  tho  re- 
mender  of  the  Standing  Gomnuttees,  and  made 
Hut  Bi^intments  rcqnirod. 


Fbidat,  December  14. 
Indemni^eatum  to  Foreignen. 
Ur.  Sionii     Marylandf  proauited  tho 


tion  Robert  Hall,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain, 
praying  for  fbrther  indemnificaticm  fir  the  d^ 
etmctioQ  of  the  ship  Union;  whiefa  vai  read, 
and,  on  the  question,  whether  it  ahonld  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  flilmtr 

Mr.  Eaton  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  tlte 
reference  of  a  petition  of  this  aeacription.  in 
the  groimd  that  the  question  involved  in  i:, 
could  bo  settled  otherwise ;  and  that  Conprea 
was  assembled  to  transact  the  bo^ne«  of  the 
citizens  of  this  country,  and  not  that  of  fw- 
eigners.  If  the  Secretuy  of  State  ronld  not 
settle  the  question,  he  did  not  see  hor  C(«- 
gross  could  do  it^  coosistenUy  with  the  prinri- 
ples  V  vhich  it  was  generally  goverma.  He 
therefore  hoped  the  reference  woald  not  be 
made. 

Mr.  SwTn,  of  Maryland,  remained  thit  tlii 
was  a  case  out  of  the  scope  of  the  general  mle 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  iSn]- 
ed.  The  petitioa  and  papers  bad  been  nceirt^ 
and  referred  by  the  other  Hous&  Hk  ^tssA 
mentioned  in  tne  petition  had  been  seizeiL  sad 
the  cargo  forfeited,  on  tho  day  after  the  peire. 
And  in  awarding  the  indemnificatioo  at  i  for- 
mer period,  insteod  of  obtuning  the  invoiM  of 
the  cargo  token  in  at  Snmatra,  after  k&Tinp 
Calcutta,  the  invoice  of  the  cargo  takea  in  ai 
Calcutta  had  been  resorted  to.  The  ttoft- 
qnence  wa.*,  that  an  indemnifleadon  was  award- 
od  to  the  petitioner  for  less  in  value  thsn  tbe 
loss  which  he  really  sustained.  Con^-s  wai 
now  asked  to  rectify  this  itijury,  growing  en- 
trely  out  of  a  mistake,  and  he  ht^ed  no  ol^ru- 
tion  would  be  thrown  in  tlie  way  of  such  tE 
object. 

Mr.  Hatkb  observed,  that  he  saw  some  force 
in  the  objections  mode  by  the  gentleman  fms 
Tennessee.  The  Mtition  was  presoited  br  a 
British  snbject  Tliat  was  not  denied.  And  to 
him  it  appeared  clear,  that  it  on^t  to  be  pre- 
sented officially  to  Coneresa;  therefore,  i: 
seemed  out  of  order  for  him  to  petition  thi' 
body.  The  gentleman  from  Mary  land  had  »iu 
tliat  this  was  a  cose  pecnliarly  fined  to  be  la-il 
before  the  Senate,  beconse  it  had  once  VA«e 
been  passed  upon  by  Congrcsa;  faoice  be  a> 
gned  that  it  ought  to  be  considered  again, 
as  was  stated.  Justice  required  that  tliii  tuittff 
should  be  investigated,  there  was,  no  douU.  s 
way  in  which  it  might  be  done.  Fm*  in:<taDre. 
any  member  might  present  a  resolution  to  ^ 
^ect;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Marrlud 
was  ocqnainted  with  the  merits  of  the  ea«-;«« 
he,  Mr.  H.,  could  not  possibly  be — a  rest^'ic 
from  him,  that  the  Committee  of  Finance  in- 
quire into  the  merits  of  the  claim,  wooldas^^ 
apprehended,  arrivo  at  the  desind  res^'C- 
There  were  but  two  ways  in  w,)iich  the  nun^ 
could  be  properly  settled— cither  that  tbedaA 
should  come  through  the  British  Minister, 
should  be  settled  by  a  resolnticm  antbcffizio; 
its  investigation  by  the  proper  cmnmittee. 

Mr.  BsKTON  was  convinced  that  the  ritiiect 
of  other  countries  bad  no  right  to  potion  Coa- 
groM  for  the  Mtinstraemt  of  their  ciaiiBk  Ftf- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBESa 


476 


Dbcooib,  1837.] 


BtAoel  Lanit  m  Miami. 


[Sbiats. 


he  contended,  that  wbUe  onr  citizens  hatl  not 
the  woe  r^t  In  England,  it  was  a  privilege 
EoglifhDien  bad  no  right  to  cluni  in  this  cotin- 
trr.  It  was  partial  and  nneqaal.  The  right 
¥L<i  Kcnred  in  the  constitntion,  to  our  citizens, 
to  [wtition  CongreHs,  and  it  was  an  iniringe- 
maa  vpoa  that  rif^ht  to  permit  foreigners  to 
do  n.  If  sach  a  pnvUese  were  once  accorded, 
Acre  woald  be  no  possibility  of  measaring  the 
iiKODTenieneea  which  would  arise  ftwn  it.  The 
iboff  of  socb  a  privilege  woold  serlonsly  inter- 
fere vith  the  rights  of  oar  own  citizens.  He 
was  airare  of  an  instance  in  which  a  Frenchman 
)i»i  intntdaoed  a  petition  in  the  other  House, 
which  no  American  citizen  would  have  intro- 
dured— end  he,  Mr.  B.,  having  then  reflected 
much  upon  the  effect  of  snch  a  practice,  came 
to  the  concluMon  that  no  foreigner  ought  to  be 
illrjwed  to  petition  Oongreea;  that  they  had 
iM>  riiht  to  do  it,  and  th^  it  was  an  cncroach- 
Eicnt  ujwn  the  privileges  of  our  own  citizens. 
He  lHi[ie(i,  therefore,  that  the  mie  wonld  now 
be  Miiblished ;  and  that,  hereafter,  foreign- 
tr*  Timid  be  restricted  to  iq>plications  maile 
throoifh  tiidr  respective  Ministers.  On  tliese 
pmia  be  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of 

yj.  Macox  said  that,  as  it  appeared  desirable 

that  the  petition  should  be  examined  into,  in 
wder  to  decide  whether  it  was  or  not  an  im- 
proper petition,  he  shonld  move  that  it  lie  on 
i!k>  table.  He  did  not  intend  by  this  course  to 
i-'l  it,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  could 
cil[  it  np  At  any  time. 
Tiie  i>ecition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


MoxDAT,  December  17. 
MeportenU  tA43enate. 

following  rescdotiou  sabmitted  "by  Mr. 
auBsos,  on  Friday,  was  taken  up. 
JR'vJrtd,  That  the  Secretaiy,  onder  the  direction 
or  the  ?rerident  of  the  Senate,  eaiue  seats  to  be 
IfFpand  open  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  for 
w  tccoromodatioQ  of  the  Beportera  of  the  proMe^ 
BpoftheBenato. 

Mr.  Habriboji  remarked  thnt,  for  introdno- 
in?  thia  proposition,  he  had  hut  one  reason. 
It  «■!'*,  that  the  seats,  now  occupied  by  the  Re- 
pwter\  were  so  sitnated  that  it  was  impossible 
ror  ihem  to  hear  those  Senators  who  were  out 
of  their  view.  He  knew  that  the  difficulties 
twT  now  labored  nnder  were  very  great ;  for 
he  himself  had  been  made  to  say  things  that 
ne  had  never  conceived,  which  he  readily  bc- 
Hered  arose  from  the  impossibility  that  the  Re- 
porters conid  catch  disUnotiy  what  passed  in 
body  of  the  Senate.  It  must  be  perfectly 
obnons  to  all,  that,  as  the  seats  of  the  Senators 
now  arranged,  this  difllcnlty  mnst  exist 
tor  his  own  part,  he  had  never  experienced  any 
"DMnvenienee  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
«ftiL^  were  formerly  arranged,  but  thia  was 
a  senous  evil,  arising  ont  of  the  recent  change, 
'lich  be  wished  to  see  removed.  If  the 
puple  were  intenatod  In  knoiring  vhatj 


passed  in  the  Senate,  and,  if  it  was  proper  that 
It  should  he  reported,  it  was  higtiiy  oetirable 
that  It  should  be  correctly  reported. 

Mr.  JonNsoN,  of  Kentncky,  remarked,  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  arrangement  proposed ; 
and  was  sensible  of  the  inconveniences  now  ex- 
I>erienced  by  the  Reporters.  Ue  had  seen  some 
of  the  effects  of  the  difficnlty  they  had  in  hear- 
ing—-as  his  friend  from  Minoari  had  been  re- 
ported, in  one  of  the  papers,  to  have  introduced 
a  bill  for  a  still  fhrther  rednetion  of  onr  little 
array  of  8,000  men,  when,  in  reality,  he  hod 
only  brought  in  a  bill  to  ezplwn  a  previous  act. 
making  that  reduction;  which  had  produced 
great  anxiety  among  those  whose  interests 
seemed  likely  to  be  affected.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Reporters,  nnder  present  circum- 
stances, to  give  the  proceedings  more  correctly 
than  they  did ;  and  he  hoped  they  would  be 
so  placed  as  to  be  enabled  to  perform  their  du- 
ties more  satisfactorily. 

The  Chair  observed,  that  the  object  of  the 
gentleman  fr«n  Munei,  (Mr.  CTiuxdub,)  that 
the  floor  would  not  be  the  most  eligible  ritaa- 
tion,  wonld  be  answered  by  striking  ont  llie 
words  "  on  the  floor  tjt  the  Senate  Ohunber," 
which  wonld  leave  the  location  of  the  seats  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President  and  Secretary. 

Mr.  IIabrisom  expressed  his  acquiescence  in 
the  suggestion. 

The  reaolation,  as  modified,  i^as  adopted. 


TuasDAT,  December  18. 
School  LajuU  in  Indiana, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nonut,  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  State  of  Indiana  to  sell  the  lands  hereto- 
fore appropriated  to  the  use  of  sdiools  In  that 
State,  was  token  up. 

Mr.  Bartox  disapproved  of  the  practice, 
which  seemed  to  bb  gradually  becoming  gene- 
ral, for  States  to  sell  out  the  lands  appropriated 
for  specific  objects,  although  he  allowed  that, 
in  the  present  caaa^  the  quantity  of  land  was 
small.  The  practice,  he  believed,  had  been 
commenced  by  Ohio ;  bat  Ohio  was  difibrently 
dtnated  from  the  outer  western  States.  In 
the  year  1602,  when  Ohio  was  admitted  into 
the  Union,  she  declined  acceding  to  that  clause 
in  the  compact,  in  relation  to  reserves  of  land 
for  schools,  which  vested  the  86th  section  in 
the  several  towns.  In  1804,  a  law  passed  in 
Con^ss,  which  vested  those  lands  in  Ohio  in 
the  Legislature,  and,  consequently,  gave  it  a 
ri^ht  to  sell  them.  He  supposed  that  Ohio 
might  have  sold  these  lands,  without  applying 
to  the  United  States.  But  it  was  not  so  witli 
the  other  States.  They  had  not  objcctiid  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  lands  had  been  appro- 
priated. 

His  view  of  the  matter  was,  tiiat  the  inhab- 
itants of  all  the  townships  must  be  consalte^ 
md  give  their  consent,  Wore  the  lands  could 
be  disposed  of,  A  glance  at  the  geogr^ihical 
map  (HT  those  States  wonld  convince  the  Senata 
that  ZK>  Batia£Mt(»7  measure  could  be  taken  on 


Digitized  by 


Google 


475 


ABHIDGMENT  OP  THE 


Ssun.] 

that  he&d.  A  gt^  number  of  the  towiiBhip& 
it  wonlA  be  perceived,  were  not  now  inhabited 
at  all.  HI4  oltfection,  therefore,  was,  that  it 
was  impOBBible  for  the  sale  to  be  mado  fairly  lu 
relalioa  to  the  most  of  those  townships,  which 
were  at  present  merel;^  nominal.  If  tbe  Le^ 
latnre  would  provide  against  any  futnre  diffi- 
culties arising  out  of  the  sale,  there  might  be 
no  impropriety  in  passing  the  bill ;  and  if  the 
Senate  was  wiUing  to  trust  the  Le^slatare,  so 
be  it  He  had,  however,  been  informed  by  the 
member  fi-om  Alabama,  that  when  a  bill  was 
formerly  passed  in  Congress,  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, in  relation  to  that  State,  all  the  towiiuiipB 
had  not  f>een  willing  to  accede  to  the  disposal 
of  the  lands. 

■  Mr.  NoBU  said  that  Ite  should  regret  if  the 
Senate  withheld  fitnn  the  State  of  Indiana  that 
which  they  had  granted  to  t^e  States  of  Ohio 
and  Alabama.  That  the  Legislature  of  Indi- 
ana had,  by  their  resoltition,  instructed  him, 
with  othei^'  to  ask  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  sim- 
ilar to  the  one  now  before  the  Senate.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  turn  their  attention  to  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  Apil  19, 1616,  in  relivtion  to  the 
School  Lands  m  question,  they  will  £nd  that 
the  section  numbered  sixteen,  in  every  town- 
ship, and,  When  'such  section  had  been  sold, 
other  lands  were  to  be  granted  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  township  or  district,  for  the  use  of 
Schools.-  The  fact  of  tiie  Lef^slature  applying 
to  Congress  for  permission  to  sell  the  landa,  is 
an  eridenee  that  they  are  not  productive,  and 
tlie  informaUon  is  derived  from  the  members  of 
theLegi^ture.  The  bill  is  sufficiently  goarded. 
The  power  to  sell  the  lands,  and  to  invest  the 
money  in  some  prodnctivo  fbnd,  which  is  to  he 
applied  for  the  use  of  Schools  in  the  townships, 
solely,  and  for  no  other  purpose,  can  never  oe 
done  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  township.  "Hr.  N.  said  he  thought  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  might  be  mistaken— 
that  he  was  well  aware  that  the  Legislatore 
would  never  sell  the  land  in  townships  inhab- 
ited, or  partially  so;  their  object  would  be, 
when  they  brought  it  into  market,  to  obtain 
the  best  price  posMble,  and  never  to  sell  it  for 
the  minimum  price ;  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
fund  becoming  productive,  so  would  education 
flourish.  The  reason  to  him  was  dear.  To 
sell  the  land  as  wild  lands,  for  less  than  the 
minimum  price,  would  be  folly  ;  and  to  offer  it 
for  sale  in  a  townsliip  uninhabited,  coold  not 
be  expected,  because  the  competition  wonld  be 
too  great,  as  the  section  of  land  would  be  sur- 
rounded by  lands  superior  in  quality,  belon^g 
to  Government,  ana  always  m  market.  The 
sole  object  of  the  Legislature  would  he  to  pro- 
tect the  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  several  townships  by  the  consent  of  each, 
and  to  sell  only  in  the  portions  of  the  conntry 
that  was  strongly  inhabited.  It  has  hmwned 
tiiat,  in  some  instances,  those  who  have  leased 
the  school  lands,  have  rendered  them  unpro- 
ductive, instead  of  productive,  by  catting  and 
di^o^Dg  of  tlie  timbra',  aelUng  and  dia^jdog 


[DiuwuBXt  18S7. 

of  the  stone.  There  had  been  instsnoes  that 
school  lands  were  the  place  of  resort  for  timber 
and  stone,  by  those  who  had  no  lease. 

The  blu  was  ordered  to  be  nDgroased  lor  a 
third  reading, 

TttUBU»AT,  December  20. 

The  Public  Land: 

Ifr,  Hbhdbioxs  submitted  the  foliowiiig  res- 
olution : 

Reaolved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Pablk:  Laods 
be  instmcted  to  inqtute  into  the  eipedieoey  of  ced- 
ing and  relinqaishiog,  in  fbli  pn^ier^,  the  jmbtte 
lands,  within  the  limits  of  tbe  new  &tet«,  to  the  sev- 
eral Sutes  in  which  they  lie. 

Kr.  Hkndbioeb  said,  that,  int^Mng  tlita  rev- 
olution, it  was,  perhaps,  proper  fw  him  to  make 
a  few-remarks.  It  would  be  recollected  that, 
at  the  last  session^iin  the  form  of  an  amead- 
ment  to  the  bill  proponng  to  graduate  the  prire 
of  the  public  lands,  he  had  offered  tbe  same 
proposition,  though  in  .another  form  The 
proposition  of  last  session  was  one  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  had  not  been  very 
much  directed.  It  was  considered  a  novd 
proposition,  a  bold  one,  and  there  is  little  doabt 
that,  by  many  accustomed  to  look  to  the  pab- 
lic  lands  as  a  source  of  revenue,  more  impor- 
tant than  they  ever  yet  have  been,  or  pronri^e 
hereafter  to  be,  it  was  deemed  an  onreaMniab^ 
prt^ition.  The  1^  and  the  amendxcent 
were  Iidd  upon  the  table,  having  reorired  a 
very  partial  examination,  and,  fwwant<tf  thne, 
were  permitted'  there  to  rest,  witboat  disevs- 
sion,  till  Uie  close  of  .the  s^iMi. 

With  f  view  of  preventing  this  state  d 
things,  and  that  a  full  discossion  oS  tbe  mino- 
ples  conbuned  in  the  proporition  mi^t  be  bsd 
^  the  present  sessicm,  he  had,  at  this  earlv  pe- 
riod, presented  it  to  the  Senate.  The  to 
graduate  the  price  of  the  pnbUc  lands  vonid 
again  be  introdnced,  and,  in  all  (vohabilitr.  te 
agun  rderred  to  the  Conuoittee  on  tbe  FuIIig 
Lands.  To  this  committee  he  widied  to  hsn 
this  subject  also  referred.  Ttie  Senate  would 
then  have  the  ibA  of  thdr  examlnatioDs  and  re 
port,  and  he  the  better  pr<^ared  for  a  rut* 
upon  the  question. 

Believing,  as  he  did,  that  the  aovereifiiitT. 
freedom,  and  independence  of  the  new  IrtaM 
were  mnch  impaired,  and  that  their  eqnality  irrJk 
the  old  States  was  entirely  taken  away  b;  tLf 
present  condition  of  the  public  landa.  as  th« 
representative  of  a  new  State  he  coold  not  \^ 
feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  proportion,  and  btf 
did  believe  that,  when  tbe  snbject  should 
fblly  canvassed  by  tbe  Senate,  the  coastitntkc- 
al  argument,  and  the  question  of  expediof?. 
wonld  alike  preponderate  in  fisvor  of  the  m« 
States,  and  strongly  admwiah  <d  the  proprirff 
of  an  absdnte  tranifer  ei  the  paUie  laiidi 
the  aevaral  States  in  whidi  th«y  S«.  H«V- 
lieved  that  the  Federal  Goremmcnt  had  m 
oonstitatioiial  power  to  bold  tbe  soil 
StatM)  woept  fiv  the  ^eeU  pnpoMt  dcopf 
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ted  by  tba  omstitation,  ench  as  the  ereotion  of 
forts,  mtgifiiies,  anenaU,  ddok-yarda,  and  other 
needfol  niildiiiga,  and  even  for  this  purpose,  the 
cMuent  the  Lef^datnres  of  the  St^ea  waa 
Mceaearft  tbe  «xpr«8a  langiU0e  of  the  con- 
stitntion. 

He  was  weS  tarare  that  the  eesnons  from 

the  States,  and  the  pledge  tliat  the  proceeds 
^tfolA  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  tlie  na- 
tk»il  debt^  were  aanally  resorted  to  as  the  au- 
thority of  the  QoDeral  GoTemment  to  hold  tiie 
Unds  ID  the  St&tes ;  bat  these  anthoi^ea,  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  the  times,  which 
ihoT  the  intentions  and  Tiews  of  the  actors  of 
that  day,  instead  of'  showing  the  right  Of  this 
GoTemmeat,  might,  in  his  opinion,  be  safely 
relied  od  to  sustain  a  contrary  position.  It 
snrelv  was  the  intention  of  Congress,  and  of 
tbe  States,  ceding  wai^  and  unappropriated 
laods  to  the  Unioo,  that  the  new  States  to  be 
fimned  should  be  received  into  the  -Union  as 
sofereign  and  independent  States,  and  on  an 
qui  footing  witii  the-  original  States,  in  all 
respects  whatever ;  and  nothing  could  be  more 
clear  than  that  this  was  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  the  constitution.  To  maintain  the 
equality  of  the  States,  it  had  even  extended 
favors  to  the  small  States.  .  It  had,  in  some  de- 
gree, balanced  numbers  in  the  large  States, 
with  political  power  in  the  small  States.  The 
eqoaltty  of  the  representation  in  the  Senate, 
was  an  instance  of  this.  To  Senators  who  hold 
to  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  and  who  deny 
to  tbe  Federal  Government  all  powers  not 
clearly  expressed,  be  might  safely  ap{^.  To 
those  who  .deny  the  power  of  Congress  to  In- 
terfere witli  the  aaored  soil  of  a  State,  so  far 
onlj  as  might  be  necessary  for'  tbe  location  of 
a  road  or  canal,  he  might  speak  with  the  great- 
est confidence.  If,  according  to  their  doctrine. 
Congress  cannot  thus  temporarily  occupy  -  a 
tmaU  portion  of  t^e  soil  of  a  State,  snrely  .they 
vonld  agree. with  him  in.  sayins  that-Oongress 
cannot  permanently  hold,  in  fim  property,  the 
entire  soil  of  the  new  States. 

If,  then,  the  constitutional  argument  should 
be  with  him,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
become  or  to  remain,  the  lord  of  tbe  soil  of  the 
iMw  States,  no  one  would  contend  that  the 
oompacts  ought  to  be  binding ;  for,  if  they  are 
not  based-  on  the  constituttoD,  tii/ey  impose  no 
oUinHon  on  the  States.  But,  if  even  based 
oa  tne  cmstitatlODf  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
new  Stateflr  on  tbe  principle  of  free  agency,  to 
make  them,  or  to  refuse  to  make  them.  If  the 
new  States  had  refused  to  make  them,  then  the 
objects  attmned  .by  them  would  have  been  de- 
feated. And  what  were  those  objects  ?  That 
the  new  States  should  never  interfere  with  the 
primar)-  disposal  of  the  soil.  And  if  this  object 
\viA  not  beeo  attained  by  the  Greneral  Govem- 
nient,  would  not  the  converse  of  the  proposi- 
tion have  been  the  consequence  f  Wonld  not 
the  inference  have  been  irresistible,  that  the 
sew  States  mi^t  have  interfered  with  the  pri- 
oiarydispqaalof  thoKnlf  Hero  it  would,  no 
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donbt,  he  said,  that  the  new.  States,  refu»ng  to 
enter  into  these  compacts,  could  have  been  kept 
out  of  the  Union.  But  this  was  ground  unten- 
aUe ;  for  tiu  new  Btatee  were,  by  the  cnrdl- 
nance  oi  1787,  guaranteed  admunon  into  tlua 
Union,  with  a  popnlatkML  of  60,000,  an  an  eqnal 
footing  with  the  originul  States,  in  oU  respeots. 

Kr,  H.  said,  that  arguments  oS  expediency, 
almost  innumeraUe,  might  be  ni:ged  in  the 
present  ease.  It  seemed  to  him  that  whenever 
the  subject  should  be  fully  examined,  it  would 
appear  that  an  estimate  had  heretofore  been 
put  upon  the  pnblio  lands,  far  above  their  real 
valne.  The  public  lands  had  been  in  market 
upwards  of  forty  years,  and  the  whole  reoeipta 
into  the  Treasury  had  been  about  thirty-ux 
millions.  We  had  now  in  market  more  than 
one  hundred  milieus  of  acres,  and  for  tbe  last 
years  the  reoeipts  hod  fireqneatly  been  below  a 
million,  while  the  wh<de  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, in  those  yeara,  had  ranged  ftom  twenty  to 
twenty-five  milliims.  This  view  would  rihow 
how  small  is  the  portion  of  our  whole  revenue 
derived  from  the  public  lands.  This  million,  if 
indispensable  to  tne  Treasury,  could  easily  be 
supplied  in  some  oth«*  way.  It  could  be  laid 
on  other  objects  .of  taxation,  which  would 
neither  be'  seen  nor  felt,  atid  the  new  States 
would  rise  to  a  level  of  equality  with  the  old 
States.  The  new  States  would  then  be  relieved 
from  what  he  considered  an  unconstitutional 
and  dangerous  dependence  on  the  old  States 
and  on  tbe  Union.  . 


ICosDAT,  Oecomber  81. 

The  bill  to  autiiorize  the  cancelling  of  a  cer- 
tain bond  therein  menUooed,  was  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Chavslkb  prt^osed  some  questions  in 
relation  to  the  bill:  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Bebbikn  mode  some  additional  explana- 
tions, ftt>m  which  it  appeared  that  the' negroes 
(39  in  number)  referred  to  in  the  bill,  were  part 
of  a  cargo  of  negroes  found  on  board  a  Span- 
ish vessel  which  was.  captured  by  a  revenue 
cutter  of  the  United  States,  sent  into  Savannah, 
and  libelled  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  slave 
acts  of  the  United  States.  The  Sponi^  Consul 
set  up  a  claim,  to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as  the 
pn^rty  of  Spanish  robjects.  The  Portngaese 
consul  set  up  a  elum  in  beludf  of  oeitoln  sub- 
jects of  Portugal ;  and  tbe  captain  of  a  priva- 
teer, sailmg  under  a  South  American  flag,  ad- 
vanced another  claim.  Upon  investigation,  it 
was  found  that  the  negroes  hod  been  plundered 
from  several  Spaniah  and  Fortngnese  ships,  by 
a  South  American  privoteer.  The  suits  grow- 
ing out  of  these  claims  were  prosecnted  in  dif- 
ferent Courts  of  the  United  States,  and,  after 
the  lapse  of  eight  years,  were  finally  decided 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  at  the  last  term.  The 
Portuguese  claim  was  rejected  because  no  own- 
ers appeared ;  and  the  Spanish  claim  was  re- 
duced in  amount  to  thirty-nine  negroes.  The 
claimants  were  also  required  to  ^ve  bond,  with 
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security,  for  the  remoTil  of  the  negroes  from 
the  United  States.  The  other  portton  of  the 
n^roea  wu  sent  to  Liberia  at  the  expense  of 
tiM  Qovertunent  Meanwhile,  the  negroes  ad- 
Jndioated  to  the  Spanish  chumants  haa  formed 
ties  in  this  oountrjr,  and  were  unwilling  to  be 
carried  to  the  West  Indies.  The  petitioner, 
from  motives  of  humanity  alcme,  pnrchas^ 
them  from  the  Spanish  owners,  for  the  sum  of 
$1,600.  He  had  also  piud  for  salvage  $4,fi00, 
to  Marshals  $6,000,  and  to  the  proctors  in-  the 
different  courts  betweeeQ$2,000and$8,000;  the 
a^regate  amount  being  ^tfater  than  the  value 
of  the  Blares.  The  petitioner  had  also  offered 
the  negroes  to  the  Oolonization  Society,  for 
transportation  to  Liberia,  bat  the  funds  of  the 
Society  did  not  enable  them  to  accept  the  off^. 
The  petitioner  now,  therefore,  prayed  that  the 
bcAd  given  fat  the  removal  <^  the  daves  from 
the  United  States  may  be  cancelled,  in  order 
that  they  mi^  remain  in  ft  state  ot  mitigated 
davery  in  Geoifpa,  where  they  are  veil  treat- 
edjUid  contuit 

The  bill  was  then  (vdered  to  be  engroaaed 
fiv  a  third  reading. 


T^nuT,  January  11,  1828. 
CahatBba  Ifanffatum  Company. 

Mr.  Van  Bubbn,  from  tho  Oommittoe  on  the 
'Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  granting  tlie  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  L^slature  of  Ala- 
bama, incorporating  the  Cahawba  Kavigation 
Company,  without  amendment 

Mr.  Kixo  remarked,  that,  in  explanation  of 
tlus  bill,  he  would  merely  say,  that  the  Legis- 
livbire  of  this  State,  considering  it  incombent 
on  ttiem  to  obtain  the  assent  of  Congress— in 
which  he  (Mr.  K.)  did  not  agree  with  them — 
to  improve  the  waters  within  its  Umits,  hod 
instructed  him  to  introduce  this  hill.  The  wa- 
ters of  the  Cahawha  were  not  now  navigable, 
and  it  was  highly  desirable  that  the  obstruc- 
tions in  ^at  stream  should  be  removed.  It 
was  therefore  proposed  to  raise  a  toll  upon  the 
navigation,  for  the  purpose  of  defraymg  the 
expense. 

Mr.  CnAVDun  a^d  that  he  did  not  know 
upon  what  grdmid  the  consent  of  Congreas  was 
uked. 

Mr.  KiSQ  further  expluned,  that  the  Cahaw- 
ba  was  a  small  stream  running  throogh  Ala- 
bama, the  navigation  of  which  was  necessary 
to  enable  the  citizens  of  that  State  to  transport 
their  cotton  to  market,  and  bring  back  the 
necessary  articles  of  merchandise.  The  State 
wished  to  know  whether  they  had  a  rigtit  to 
levy  a  toll  for  the  improvement  of  this  stream, 
and  to  obtain  ^e  assent  of  Congress  to  the  en- 
terprise, 

Mr.  Van  Bubbk  said  that  the  same  hill  passed 
the  Senate  last  year,  but  did  not  pass  the  Uoase. 
It  iuTolved  no  new  principle.  The  compact 
between  the  United  States  and  the  new  States 
had  restricted  the  l^r  from  levying  tolls  on 
the  ttnuaa  within  their  limits;  ana  it  had 


[jAsvurr,  latflL 

been  oostomaiy,  from  time  to  time,  to  give  Ae 
assent  of  OaDgnm  to  the  collectitm  of  a  ttrfl  oo 
waters  not  previoaBly  navigable,  to  defray  tha 
ezpenae  of  the  improvemuit  of  tli^  nai^tioiL 
Ihe  bill  was  tlun  ordered  to  be  cagroawd. 


TtTESDAT,  January  22. 
Lieutenantt  in  th«  Katy. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  p^  of  lieuteniats  in 
the  Navy  was  read  a  third  tim& 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  that  it  was  not  a  time 
to  increase  the  expenditure  of  the  Govemnient, 
as,  in  the  part  of  the  country  whm  he  randedf 
mon^  was  never  acarow,  nor  times  harder, 
than  DOW.  He  bad  ohoened,  that  it  wa*  at 
ways  a  good  time  to  r^se  eompensatioinv  but 
never  a  good  time  to  reduce  tbem. 

TauL--MeaBn.  Banard,  Barton,  Bell,  BeatM, 
Bouhgny,  Bnndi,  Chambm,  Chase,  Etton,  Ellis, 
Foot,  Harrison,  Barne,  JohmKMiof  Ky.,JobnfUii>  of 
Lou.,  Kane,  King,  McLane,  Mai^  Koblr,  Ridgelj, 
Robbins,  Bowin,  Sanford,  Slsbee,  SniiUi  of  Msr;- 
land,  Tjfler,  White,  Willey— 29. 

Kats. — Messn.  BatemaQ,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Kckef- 
Bon,  Hendricks,  Uacon,  Fsrria,  R^:le9,  Sevcov, 
Smith  of  South  Carolhia,  Thomas,  WilBiBi,  Wood- 
bury—18. 


Monday,  January  28.  I 
Suniving  Offieert  nf  (Ae  JSwotirfwi.  | 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tb« 
bill  providing  for  certain  surviving  vSixxn  of 
the  Kevolution :  the  following  motion  %X.  Mr. 
Padbis  being  under  consideration : 

RtxAvti,  That  the  bill  bo  reeommitted  to  tbc  i 
committee  wliich  reported  it,  with  Instroctiou  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  every  officer,  ooc-con-  | 
mlsdoned  officer,  and  private  soldier,  who  ferred ia 
the  revolutionary  army,  and  who  was  eatitM  to  p«j  | 
from  the  Continental  Treasury,  for  the  aertiM  ^  I 
him  actually  performed,  dedncUog  tbervfraa  the 
just  value  of  whatever  such  (Aeer,  v»<!otaA^ 
sioned  officer,  or  private,  may  have  received  fron  j 
the  GoremmeDt,  in  payment  Ibr  his  oiid  aenkc; 
and  deduotiug,  also,  wtwlever  son  bs  say  bave  le- 
ceived,  if  any,  under  tbe  pendoa  law  oTllaRh  Ifili.  | 
and  May  18:ta  i 

The  VioiPnaiDKRT  atatodtbet  the  point  cf  : 
order  presented  on  fMday  lost,  relatiBg  to  BM>-  j 
tions  for  recommitment  of  snl^eets  to  Sckct 
Committees,  was  decided  by  him  on  partiaDMO- 
tory  principles ;  but  he  had  since  found  that 
the  practice  of  the  Senate  was  differoit.  [Bs  | 
then  read  the  rule  from  Je^wn'a  ManaiL] 
The  parliamentary  rule  was  more  coDveniceL 
and  he  would  now  salnnit  the  point  for  decaMB  j 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pabsib  said  that  his  ot^eet  was  not,  h  i 
had  been  surmised,  to  embarrass  the  bill  by  «^  : 
jeotions,  or  to  defeat  it  by  deley.  He  wbhcd 
further  ita  prwresa.   He  was  anzioaa  that  tbt 
bill  should  make  a  proper  provisioB  Ibr  the  n- 
diera,  but  he  would  not  say  that,  if  be  tfd^ 
not  accomplish  his  views  in  regard  to  tbe 
dien,  he  ironld  not  vote  for  the  ■^arala  pe- 

Digitized  by  Google 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 

Sarvirims  Ojfken  </  Ae  JUfoUUim. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


479 


JinuT,  1828.] 


Tisun  for  the  officer*.  His  object  was  to  prCH 
Tide  both  for  the  officers  and  soldiers ;  they  nad 
cmteoded  ride  hj  side  tor  their  country's  canse ; 
■niiiithedistnbnticii  of  thebooDty  ot  Justice 
ot  Oar  CMUitryf  thej  ahonld  not  be  separated. 
Then  were  inanj  snrfivoit  of  the  contest  who 
hi  no  daims.  The  six  months'  militia  men 
iai,  to  this  day,  a  chdm  on  the  States;  sArer- 
sUy.bf  whidt  tiiey  vers  r^sed,  but  not  ml  the 
GtmniDieiit  Bat  there  were  regimeDta  on 
the  Contineottl  establishment,  as  effiment  as 
mj  others  in  the  service,  which  ha^  received 
M  Mnqwaaation  in  any  way.  If  we  gave  to 
Uie  officers  a  part  of  the  snm  due  to  them,  we 
^KnM  pay  the  soldiers  in  the  sune  proportion ; 
lod  if  our  finances  enable  ns  to  pay  the  officers 
the  whole  of  their  cla^ns,  the  *whole  som  dne 
to  the  loldins  should  likewise  be  diaohaived. 
It  WM  Tmneceasary  to  speak  at  this  time  of  the 
writs  and  the  simMngs  the  sddiera.  The 
toTj  had  often  been  told  in  this  Hoas^  and  it 
wu  matter  of  reoord.  It  was  said  by  the  Sea- 
alor  from  New  Hampshire  that  the  half  pay 
TM  premised  to  the  officers  as  an  inducement 
for  turn  to  remain  in  the  service.  The  sol- 
£m  were  entitled  to  their  monthly  pay,  as 
wdl  as  the  officers  to  their  half  pay  ror  life ; 
udif  the  officers  had  been  {Mid  in  depreciated 
ptper,  so  had  been  the  soldiers.  In  one  respect, 
the  officers  bad  a  great  advantage  over  the  sol- 
diers. If  the  officers  were,  by  hard  £are  or  bed 
snge,  diagosted  with  the  service,  they  could 
throw  up  their  commissions  and  turn  their 
lad*  npon  the  camp.  But  the  soldiers,  though 
■uSering  bom  want  of  food  and  dothing,  were 
(AUged,  iw  tiie  whd»  term  of  their  enlistment, 
toperfiinn  the  last  day's  service  as  well  as  the 
first;  sod  if  they  left  toe  camp,  they  were  pur- 
toed  by  martial  law  and  punished  as  deserters. 
If  taj  discrimination  were  made,  it  should, 
tberefore,  be  in  favor  of  the  soldiers.  Both 
officers  and  soldiers  diould  be  provided  for,  and 
tint  alike.  Let  it  not  be  the  business  of  this 
House  to  create  a  distinction  between  them. 
It  had  b«en  ot^eeted  to  the  proposition  for  re- 
nnneratiDg  the  soldiers,  that  the  sum  required 
*onld  be  very  lam.  This  was  an  unfounded 
olg^eUon.  It  womd  not  equal  the  amount  an- 
luully  paid  to  those  on  the  pension  list  He 
twdt  as  the  bans  of  his  caloulation  the  state- 
nent  mode  by  the  Senator  ft^m  Maryland,  QSx. 
Bun.)  That  gentleman  stated,  that  four-fifths 
of  the  sDrviriog  stddiws  were  on  the  penri(Hi 

This  number  will  be  excluded  mm  the 
Fonrions  of  the  bill.  The  whole  number  of 
pmnoners  was  now  12,500.  Hve  hundred,  it 
vu  computed,  would  die  this  year.  The  one- 
fifth  part  embraced  in  the  provision,  was  3,400. 
Two  hondred  dollars  to  each  of  these  was  but 
t^.000 — not  half  the  amount  of  the  pensions. 

provisions  whii^  he  proposed,  would  em- 
"*ce  soother  class  of  soldiers,  which  was  not 
pfonded  for  by  any  existing  law.   One  regi- 

be  knew,  for  documentary  proof  of  the 
wtwas  hi  ttw  Oapitol,  bad  entered  the  ser- 
fioB  with  dtt  pranise  of     and  tighfy  dcdlm 


bounty ;  they  served  faithfully,  and  never  re- 
ceived one  farthing.  Justice,  conduded  Mr.  P., 
should  not  be  de^t  out  with  a  partial  band. 
If  it  was  rendered  to  one  class  it  should  not  be 
withheld  fnnn  another.  But  if  wo  were  not 
aUe  to  do  fiill  Justioo  to  all,  he  would  not  si^ 
that  ha  would  do  nothing. 

Ur.  Van  Bubbit  said  he  approached  the  dia- 
onsriim  of  the  bill  under  consideration  witii  a 
degree  of  solidtbdo  he  had  seldom  experienced. 
It  arose  from  a  deep  consciousness  of  lite  im- 

Sortauce  aud  delicacy  of  the  subject,  and  the 
ifficulties  which  would  attend  a  satiafaotory 
determination.  Ho  f^ly  eoofessed  that  he 
did  not  remember  a  legislative  question  in 
which  his  feelings  had  been  more  deeply  en- 
gaged. .  These  feelings,  sometimes  too  sanguine, 
and  always  ardent,  might  now  deceive  him; 
but  he  oould  not  suppress  the  ocnvietion  that 
upon  the  doubtful  issue  oi  t&e  present  question, 
the  ohanteter  of  our  country  was,  in  no  inoon- 
dderaUe  degrees  suspended.  It  would,  indeed, 
have  afforded  him  tiie  highest  gratification, 
could  he  antidpate,  with  confidence,  a  favorar 
ble  result  But  when  he  behdd  the  formidable 
concentiration  of  talent  and  numbers  arrayed 
against  tiie  petitioners  and  their  advocates,  he 
was  but  too  consdous  of  the  difficulties  agunst 
which  they  had  to  contend.  Undeterred,  how- 
ever, by  these  drcumstauoes,  he  would  proceed 
to  discharge  the  duty  which  seemed  to  be  re- 
quired  by  his  connection  with  the  committee 
by  whom  the  bill  had  been  reported. 

His  brethren  of  the  committee,  said  "Mr.  Y. 
B.,  bad  pronounoed  a  merited  enlogium  upon 
the  nhanwter  and  aervlces  of  the  petitionera. 
Oonsiderations  which  arose  naturally  from  the 
snlject,  but  upon  which,  although  far  from 
being  exhausted,  he  would  not  attonpt  to 
dweU.  Indeed,  he  was  grMtly  deceived,  il|  on 
this  point,  there  was  any  diversity  of  opiaum. 
Whatever  expressions  might  escape  from  gen- 
tlemen in  the  warmth  of  debate,  he  was  sure 
that  the  transcendent  merits  of  the  petitioners, 
after  having  received  the  attestation  of  impar- 
tial history,  were  not  now  to  be  the  subject  of 
exanunation  or  of  doubt.  Bir,  if,  in  the  mya- 
terious  dispensations  of  an  all-wise  and  over- 
ruling Providence,  we,  too,  are  doomed  to  »• 
perience  the  common  calunities  of  nations,  it 
may  become  oar  dnty  to  reodve  these  diq>ai- 
sotions  wiHi  nwekneK  and  bear  them  with  for- 
titode.  But  if  there  be  a  st^  Irnn  wUeh  hs 
would  be  most  desirons  of  rescuing  tbe  Ameri- 
can name,  it  would  be  the  stdn  of  ingratitude 
to  the  smrriving  officers  of  the  roTtdution.  It 
there  be  a  eakmit^,  which  more  than  any 
other,  he  would  pray  to  have  averted,  it  would 
be  the  calamity  of  witnesdng,  in  an  American 
Senate,  a  odd  insensibility  to  the  services  of 
those  whose  devotion  to  their  country  in  peace, 
and  whose  constancy  in  war,  had  eztcxied  the 
^)pIanBe  of  an  admiring  world. 

sir,  gallantry  in  tne  fidd,  and  devotion  to 
country,  ever  deserved  the  meed  of  grateful  re- 
ineml»«u»^  tba  enoomioms  beatowed  by  my 
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colleagues  upon  the  ReTolutionuy  officers  will 
find  their  approval  in  eTei^  patriot  bosom. 
-Bat  their  merits,  ffreat  as  they  were,  appear  to 
he  enhanced  b/  eaose  in  whidi  they  were 
engaged,  Berolulions  In  Government  had 
been  witnessed  before,  and  they  have  been  wit- 
nessed since.  But  if-  we  consider  the  principles 
involved,  the  means  employed,  and  the  resolts 
prodaced,  may  I  not  be  induleed  in  expressing 
the  conviction  that  they  dwindle  into  insignifi- 
cance with  this  ?  The  revolution  in  which  they 
embarked,  was  not  only  the  most  important,  in 
civil  Government,  that  oppresnon  has  prodaced, 
or  patriotism  accomplished,  but  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  forever  remain  so.  The  ma- 
terials for  another,  equally  important,  do  not, 
I  fear,  exist;  and,  perhaps,  the  progressive 
character  of  man,  precludes  a  well-grounded 
ho^  that  they  wiU  ever  agidn  arise.  Why,  sir. 
Bald  he,  do  I  allode  to  these  high  considera- 
tions)  Not,  I  am  sure,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
play; and  as  little  with  a  view  to  indulge  in 
self  adulation.  It  is  because  the  unparalleled 
blessings,  which,  as  a  people,  wo  enjoy ;  the 
great  and  successful  example  that  has  been 
given  to  the  world ;  and  the  perpetual  infiuence 
which  that  example  must  exert  on  its  future 
destinies — awaken  in  every  mind  the  most  in- 
tense anxiety,  lest  the  closing  scenes  of  that 
mighty  conflict  ^ould  bo  unworthy  of  its  own 
great  character — and  that  the  page, of  history 
which  embalms  the  virtues  and  heroio  deeds  of 
oar  fathers,  may  not  at  the  same  time  record 
the  too  early  degeneraoy  of  their  aooB.  The 
petitioners  it  your  bar  are  destined  to  be  onr 
witnesses  with  posterity.  It  is  in  their  per- 
sons that  an  opportunity  is  afforded,  either  to 
repel,  or  in  some  degree,  confirm  tlie  imputa- 
tion cost  apon  Republics  by  the  enemies  of  free- 
dom, that  ingratitude  is  their  inherent  and  in- 
extinguishable ^ice :  and  it  was  earnestly  to 
be  hoped  that  our  decision  mi^t  be  as 
would  be  favorable  to  them,  to  ourselves,  mi 
to  the  cause  of  liberty. 

But,  sir,  Bud  Mr.  V.  B.,  instead  of  pursuing 
these  general  remarks,  allow  me  to  invite  yoar  at- 
tention to  the  question  immediately  under  con- 
sideration. In  doing  sOj  first  attempt  will 
be,  to  separate  that  whioh  ia  not  a  subject  of 
dlspotatirai  from  that  which  is :  for,  in  this,  as 
in  other  cases,  time  be  ocmBomed,  and  ar- 
guments fruitlessly  employed,  in  eapporting 
positions  which  nave  never  been  questioned 
or  enforcing  opinions  in  which  all  are  agreed. 

First,  tlien,  it  will  be  admitted,  on  all  sides, 
that  the  promise  made  by  the  Congress  of  the 
Confederation  of  half  pay  for  life  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary officers  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
was  made  by  competent  authority:  that  the 
condition  upon  which  the  promise  was  found- 
ed has  been  folly  performed :  that  the  obliga- 
tion thereby  created,  rests  upon  the  present 
Government  in  its  original  force :  aod  that  if 
it  has  nut  been  fully,  flairly,  and  jnstiy  per- 
formed, it  ought  now  to  be  discb^ged.  The 
^litlcfd  condition  of  the  oouutey  at  the  time 


the  promise  was  made-^-the  fact  that  this  in- 
ducement to  remun  In  aervioe  had  been  held 
np  to  the  army  from  the  conuneBcement  cf 
war,  by  varioos  resolves  of  Congress— that  tin  i 
alone  prevented  th^  abandcmniait  <rf  s  t» 
vice,  in  which  they  were  not  bomd  to  remun 
by  any  of  those  considerations. wbid)  openu 
on  the  generality  of  mankind— that  to  their  | 
continuance  In  tiie  army,  more  than  to  snr  \ 
other  cause,  under  the  blessings  of  ProTidoii^ 
the  Buccessfhl  termination  of  the  war  wu,  in 
the  opinion  of  Gen.  Washington,  mainly  ilmb- 
ntahle,  and  that  ■  the  sacrifioes  which  th^  in- 
curred, in  cfmseqaence  of  their  determiiistioii  to  : 
remain,  were  almost  unparalleled— are  points  ' 
upon  which  tiiere  can  be  no  differtttee  of  opin- 
ion, and  reqairtng,  after  the  able  anunourf  I 
the  Senators  wHo  hod  preceded  lum,  noaddi-  i 
tional  illustration. 
If  this,  sir,  said  Kr.  V.  B.,  has  been  tbeoi-  j 

auestionable  engagement  of  the  Gornninntif 
le  petitioners  are  thos  entitied  to  its  AdfilntHit 
by  the  performance  of  the  sde  con^oD  oq 
which  it  was  made  to  depend— the  qnesti™  [ 
will  be  asked,  has  that  engagement  beco  saa<- 
fied  ?  And  if  satisfied,  how  has  it  been  done  I 
Those  who  maintain  that  the  GoreriiiEent 
had  fulfilled  its  engagement,  rest  their  posiicn 
on  the  ground  of  the  oommatatioQ  of  the  fin 
years'  full  pay  which  has  been  pven  in  Hairf 
the  promised  half  pay  for  life.  Whatem  Buhi 
be  the  diversity  of  sentiraent  witiiTeqxrt  to 
the  legality  or  the  fairness  of  that  taaax- 
tation-— the  means  by  wldeh  it  was  tSedti- 
and  the  muiner  ot  its  execution— and  cs  thee 

Eointa  he  acknowledged  there  was  room  for  in 
onest  difference  of  opinion :  there  wis  om  , 

ttoution,  he  thought,  sufficienUy  plain  to  cl^-  j 
enge  the  acquiescence  of  evoy  renectiiif;  miiw.  . 
It  is,  sir,  that  this  commotatiMi  tenderrf 
the  Government  as  a  complete  ftalfilnwit  of  iw 
promise,  has  been  any  thing  but  a  fur  aod 
equivalent.   To  demonstrate  this  a  Jew  «h«* 
vations  only  will  be  necessary. 

The  intelligent  ehurman  of  the  comaiittw 
who  reported  the  bill,  whose  abilitj  in  thert- 
hibition  of  the  clum  of  the  petitioim  voud 
entitle  him  to  more  than  the  hmnUe  ^^^^ 
respect,  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  iradR 
had  submitted  to  the  Beiiate  statmeol!  ■» 
caloulationa  establishing  the  fUlowuifr  re!«lo: 
1.  That,occordingtoaotheiitictaUwf;»  w 
oompntation  of  annuities,  the  JSte  jtaii  hu 
pay  ought  to  have  been  s««i,  at 
was  given,  in  order  to  make  it  afwreqaiTiIart. 
and  that  the  reduction  of  this  jnat«lio»uw. 
was  attributable  to  the  neceasitMs cf  tbfW[- 
emmeut,  and  not  to  a  di^ratitiim  to  * 
claims  of  the  petitioners. 

3.  That,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  StiWJ 
supply  the  funds  necessary  to  the 
the  interest,  and  oltimate  Tedempuoo  « 
principal,  of  the  "commtrtation  Mrtifi«»:, 
these  oommatction  otftificates  far  fire  vtan 
ftill  pay,  given  as  an  eqaivaleat,  for  half  ^ 
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oompeUed  by  neoeirify,  to  dijvoae  of  them, 
tlMj  ia  fiKt  prodsoed  to  Um  offieen  Ich  tikan 

I.  Hut  wkm  thcM  oommntatkn  eertiflottM 
m  fimded  ia  1791.  a  dedaoUou  vw  ma^e, 
cqui  to  OBft-Aird  «  their  amoont,  bj  defw- 
riog  tiw  intenat      ten  Team,  npon  oiie*thiid 

tbs  prindpalf  and  allowing  only  three  per 
mt  OD  the  itttereit  which  had  aooroed  uioe 
1T8S. 

Thit  tins  deduction  was  nude  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  groond  (and  oonld  be  Jostifled 
ODDOOtiiar)  that  tbeee  oertificateB  were  in  the 
hud«  of  Qweolaton,  who  had  avuled  them- 
idres  tA  the  necesrities  of  the  ofSoers,  brooght 
190a  thoa  b;^  their  Btipulated  oontinnance  in 
Hrfiee,  and  thns  were  enabled  to  obtain  them 
it&redDoed  and  ahnoat  mwainal  price. 

Ur.  V.  B.  said  he  woold  refrdn  flvm  afe- 
tomrtiiig  toenftffoe  tiieTi«w%  upon  Uda  brandi 
4Sba  nUeot^  preaented  by  the  Botators  who 
nlpmeoed  him.  It  woidd  be  time  Miongh 
to  A  so,  should  these  ^ews  be  ever  contested. 
He  cm^7  acknowledged,  however,  that  they 
£d  not  oonstitnte  the  material  arguments  npon 
rhich  he  r^ed,  for  the  pnrpose  of  showing  the 
pw  inadeqnacj  of  the  oommntation  awwded 
to  the  petitioners :  and  he  would  tiierefore 
pflMeod  to  state  the  gronnda  nptm  which  he 
pndieated  his  proposition,  with  all  tiie  braritj 
■ui  per^iom^  in  his  power. 

The  eerUficatea  for  oommntation  of  half  par, 
vers  iKoed  under  the  resolntion  of  Mordk, 
1783,  and  detivered  in  KoTember  1788.  Ther 
■drntted  npwi  th^  fiu)^  that  five  yean*  fbU 
paj  *•>  doe  to  thur  hudera,  to  be  paid  with 
Krtwut,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centnm  per  an- 
Bon.  Theseeartifioatee  were  redeemed  by  the 
openticn  of  tihe  flmdii^  act  in  1791.  They 

of  ooorse,  for  different  amonnts,  aocord- 
ior  to  the  reqwctlve  ranks  of  the  offioera.  The 
tvenga  pay  of  the  (^cers  was  $80  per  month, 
md  the  amonnt  ivhich  would  hare  been  dae  to 
uch  officer  for  half  pay,  allowing  interest  after 
^  nme  was  acknowledged  to  be  dtte,  would 
bre  amoonted,  in  1791,  when  the  redemption 
iMk  place,  to  $1,743  40.  The  aTerage  amonnt 
of  fire  yean*  full  pay  for  each  officer,  amounted 
Tilh  ittterast,  m  1791,  to  •8,664;  from  this 
aaoont  ote-tbird  was  deducted  in  the  redemp> 
tioB,  ai  he  had  before  stated.  The  BTerage 
AooBt  therefore  recdved  by  each  <^oer  m 
ini,  for  bis  fire  yeora*  fUl  pay,  aisamhig  that 

wrtificatea  had  been  retaraed,  voold  have 
>Wtt  $1,776. 

From  this  rimple  statement,  it  results  that, 
■a  Mnequenee  of  the  delay  in  discharging  the 
munatuion,  and  the  deducticm  which  was 
"iRibly  made  in  doing  so,  the  OoTemment 
7^  no  more  than  would  have  been  dne  to  the 
irfBoenforth^  half  pay  alone,  up  to  the  period 
vhea  the  ccnnmnta^on  was  at^nally  made.  To 
mt  period,  therefore,  the  officers  gained  noth- 
%  hy  that  measure.  Since  that  time  years 
WT«  rolled  aw^y,  during  which  they  would 
UTS  leo^nd  t^iromiBedlaif  pay,hadit  not 


been  for  the  eommutatioo.  Hie  sum  which 
would  have  been  payable  to  the  officers  since 
that  period,  ia  the  sum  precisely  which  the  offi- 
oera hare  kat,  and  the  Gorenunent  has  gained, 
by  Aia  Tariautm  b7  the  Goraniment  fnnn  Ita 
original  oonUaot; 

lliia  BoUeet,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  Is  simple,  found- 
ed imoii  data  wMoh  cannot  deceive  by  theif 
]dannbility,  and  is  liable  to  no  mistake,  except 
the  mere  errora  of  calculation.  Those  he  had 
endeavored  to  avoid.  Ihe  average  half  pay  of 
each  vX.  the  petitionera  from  the  year  1791  to 
1836,  would  have  amonnted  to  $18,177  88. 
This  snm,  multipUed  by  380,  the  number  of 
Bevolationary  officers  supposed  to  be  yet  in 
existence,  would  amount  to  $8,080,710.  The 
effect  <tf  the  commutation  np(m  the  Treasnry, 
and  uptm  the  interests  of  deceased  officers, 
coold  not  be^  add  he^  lUstinetly  stated  without 
a  partienlar  knowle^  <tf  the  time  of  their  re- 
q>eetiv«  deatha.  But  flnm  what  we  know 
npm  that  aaljeotj  thm  was  a  moral  certunty 
that  the  guns  of  the  T^easnrirfran  that  aonrotf 
had  not  been  diminished,  but  on  the  oomtrary 
greatly  increased. 

It  is  then,  swd  he,  an  ascert^ed  and  inoon- 
teetible  (act,  that,  in  addition  to  all  the  injuries 
sustained  by  depreciation,  the  <^cers  have  lost 
by  the  oonrse  of  events,  and  the  Government 
baa  gained  a  snm  not  less  than  $8,080,710,  in 
consequence  of  that  commutation  which  is  now 
set  up  to  bar  the  claims  of  the  petitioners- 
claims  predicated  up<Hi  a  promise  <^  the  Gov- 
ernment, held  oat  to  the  offioera  iaa  an  indoee- 
ment  to  remain,  and  oonatitnting  the  chief  r^ 
ward  for  the  miMt  algnal  aervioeaeverpezfonn- 
ed  by  men  in  the  oanae  <tf  fre^dmn  and  their 
country. 

Upon  these  &ots,  a^  Kr.  Y.  B.,  a  question 
arises  for  our  decision,  no  less  important  to  tlie 
Government  than  to  the  petitioners ;  becanse, 
involring  tite  character  of  one,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  other.  What  is  it?  Is  it  confined 
to  the  legal  rights  and  obligations  of  the  par- 
ties T  Ko,  sir,  I  shall  never,  sud  he,  bring  my 
mind  to  consider  the  question  of  strict  legal 
right,  when  I  look  at  the  parties.  "Who  are 
they  ?  On  tiie  one  hand,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  not  liable  to  be  impleaded, 
and  iuc^wble  of  being  ooeroed  against  ita  will 
by  any  power  wmpvAae  to  ita  own— rich  in  re- 
sonroea,  and  omuowing  with  rednndanoe ;  on 
the  other  a  remnant  at  uie  officers  <rf  the  Revo* 
lationary  army,  borne  down  by  the  infirmitiea 
incidfflit  to  age— with  one  foot  in  the  grave, 
and  the  other  upon  the  threshold  of  your  door, 
SQi^licating  tiie  fulfilment  of  that  promise  which 
was  made  uiem,  in  the  Tigor  of  their  days.  If 
even  they  have  legal  rights,  where  is  their 
remedy  to  enforoe  them  f  They  cannot  in  the 
nature  of  things  have  any.  Bnt  candor  con- 
strained him  to  acknowledge^  tiiat  in  strict- 
ness, they  have  not  now,  whatever  they  may 
cmce  have  had,  ai^  righto,  except  such  as  are 
founded 
tioa 

-  • 


uoiv  uoua  cau J  ■.nuns,  sai 

ed  upon  uie  unmntaUe  ^udplea  Jd»* 
earij  aa  tho  year  1780^  tba  Qovero- 
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ment  found  it  necessary  to  protect  itself  agunst 
dormaat  and  nnfimnded  cldina,  aridng  flt>m 
fhe  BevolntioiiaT?  oontest,  l^^  a  statnta  of  liml- 
tationa.  Vaiions  acts  wid  resolntiona  were 
passed  upon  the  aal^Jeet  before  the  year  ITBIL 
more  or  less  oomprehensive  in  their  terms :  and 
in  that  year,  an  act  was  passed  so  comprehen- 
rive  in  its  provi^ona,  as  to  embrace  the  daims 
the  petitioners,  and  barring  them,  unless 
presented  by  the  1st  day  of  Mbj,  1794.  The 
officers  did  not  present  this  claim  until  1610, 
and  are  therefore  precluded  from  ui^ng  their 
vested  lej^  rights.  Bein^  thus  fumuhed  with 
a  general  answer  to  all  clamis  which  do  not  ad- 
dniBs  both  our  consciences  and  judgments,  Con- 
gress have  nererthdess  relaxed  from  time  to 
time,  the  ngor  of  thdr  own  act,  when  oonsid- 
oiug  olaima  founded  on  jostice.  and  not  op- 
posM  by  polioy.  Bat  aa  Bone  of  these  stiQien- 
iiona  have  embraced  the  case  of  the  petitacmers, 
we  have  it  in-our  ^pouw,  if  we  can  have  the 
heart  to  present  this  statute  of  limitations  to 
-the  petitionera,  and  under  its  mantle,  resist  the 
cry  for  justice,  if  not  for  bread.  The  question, 
then,  is  not  what  we  are  bound  to  do  by  law, 
but  what  we  should  do.  What  conduct  on  our 
part  will  bear  the  scrutiny  and  tiie  judgments 
of  impartial  men,  when  the  importunity  to 
remedy  the  consequences  of  our  decinon  shall 
have  passed  away  ? 
Let  UB  look,  for  a  moment,  said  Ur.  Y.  B.,  at 
argnmenta  advanoed  by  the  opponents  of 
the  Inll.  The  meritcnioos  services  of  the  peti- 
tioners the  rignal  advant^ies  that  have  resulted 
tcom  these  services  to  ns,  and  to  posterity ;  the 
losses  sturtained  by  the  pedtioners,  and  the  con- 
sequent advantqgesdenved  by  the  Government 
from  the  act  of  commutation,  are  unequivocally 
admitted.  But,  it  is  contended,  we  have  made 
a  compromise,  binding  on  the  parties,  and  ex- 
onerating the  Goremment  from  further  liabil- 
ity, that  in  an  evil  and  unguarded  hour,  they 
have  given  us  a  release  and  we  stand  npon  onr 
bond.  Now  the  question  which  he  wished  to 
address  to  the  conscience,  and  the  judgments 
of  this  honorable  body,  was  this — not  whether 
this  issue  was  well  tuen  in  p<rint  of  law — not 
whether  we  mubt  not  hope  for  a  safo  deliver- 
anoe  under  it— 2W  whtthtr  the  teiia  ouakt  to 
he  taim  at  o^f— whether  It  comports  with  the 
honor  of  the  Government  to  {dead  a  legal  ex- 
emption against  the  claims  of  gntttode— wheth- 
er, in  other  words,  the  Government  be  bound 
at  all  times  to  inrist  upon  Its  strict  legal  rights. 
Has  this  been  the  practice  of  the  Government 
on  all  former  occasions  f  Or,  is  this  the  only 
question  on  which  this  principle  should  cer- 
ate t  Nothing,  Bud  Ur.  Y.  B.,  can  be  easier 
than  to  show  that  the  nniform  practice  of  the 
Government  has  been  at  war  witn  the  principle 
which  is  now  opposed  to  the  dura  of  the  pe- 
tltionera.  Not  a  session  had  oocnrred  rinee  the 
eommenoement  of  this  Government  in  which 
Oouress  had  not  rdiered  the  oiticens  from 
hardships  resolting  from  nnforeaeen  oontiugen- 
afai  *ud  fweborae  an  enfonemant  of  uw, 
• 


[jAHun,  18% 

when  its  enforcement  would  work  greit  ui 
undeaerved  iiuuty.  He  mi^t,  if  excuaUe  tm 
an  occasion  like  this,  turn  over  the  itstnU 
book,  page  by  page,  and  give  repested  proob 
of  this  assertion.  But  it  is  unnecosMij.  He 
would  content  himself  with  a  refenoce  to  ose 
or  at  most  two  measures  of  the  chancier  d^ 
scribed.  In  the  year  1612,  between  the  monib 
of  June  and  September,  goods  to  an  tmmeoM 
amonnt  were  shipped  ./rvm  England  to  tk 
UhUed  States,  by  Ajnerican  mochantB,  in  (^d 
violation  of  the  acts  prohibiting  their  importi- 
tion.  They  alleged  in  justification,  uther  tbt ir 
antidpated  repeal  of  these  acta,  in  ctwseqiiHKe 
of  the  measures  of  one  of  the  belligerents;  or 
their  s^»prehenn(HL  Uiat  in  the  event  of  s  dtclt* 
raticNU  of  war  the  United  8tate^  thor  pno- 
erty  would  be  adaed  and  condemned  in  ibe 
British  ports.  The  dedaration,  in  fsct,  1«A 
plaoe ;  bnt  the  Importers  were  not  the  Im  Itt- 
ble  to  the  fines  and  penalties  imposed  bj^  s  fi^ 
lated  law,  and  merchandise  to  the  vslae  of  BMKt 
than  twnty  milUcfM  qfdoUan  was  f<Hfeitw  U 
the  United  States.  Up<»i  the  aniTsl  of  tbe 
goods,  the  owners  were  permitted  to  retain  and 
use  them,  u^ran  giving  bonds  to  abide  tl>e  ^ 
cision  of  their  Government.  ArolicatioD  va 
made  to  Congress  for  relief:  and  altfaon^i: 
was  wen  known  that  immense  profits  vera 
made  npon  their  importation,  and  not  a  doctit 
existed  of  their  liabiUty  to  foifoitofe,  Conpt* 
by  an  act  which  fills  bat  a  single  pige  iifoo 
that  statute  book,  canodled  tbe  Domlii»3  re- 
linquished uereundise,  whidi,  if  rettfKi 
would  have  beoi  equal  in  value  to  Mw-fbcnh 
of  the  whole  expenses  of  tbe  war,  s&d  wiudi 
would  doubtless  have  been  retained  bad  tbe 
Government  insisted  upon  its  legd  ri^t^  ^ 
acted  on  the  principle  now  contended  i(x. 

The  system  which  has  been  pursued  in 
tion  to  the  purchasers  of  public  laoda,  isKfti 
less  memorable  example  of  a  depsrtnre 
that  rigorous  ptdicy  now  recommended  teoBf 
imitation. 

By  the  act  of  10th  Ifay,  18O0,  tbe  minimiim 
price  of  the  public  lands  was  fixed  at  $2  tba 
acre;  one-twentietii  of  the  purchase  moD?**' 
required  to  be  pud  at  the  tone  <tf  tbe  piiicbi«, 
one-fourth  in  40  d^;  the  balan<»,  wUk  wUnd, 
was  payable  by  instalmoits  of  S,  S,  and  4  7*^' 
and  the  forfeiture  of  the  land  was  tbe  dedtnd 
penalty  of  non-payment. 

By  the  act  of  S6th  ICanh,  1804,  m> 
was  to  be  diarged  npcm  instalmoits  for  fntun 
purchases,  if  punctually  paid,  and  tbi^'  pr^ 
vision,  in  favor  of  the  pnrchaaer,  was  extew* 
to  those  whose  mstalmenta  should  become  du 
before  the  following  October. 

Under  this  liberal  system^  y'tddiDg  to  t» 
Government  but  little  more  tlum  the  ne«ai|7 
expenses  of  surveying  the  lands,  >i>n>c<^^ 
various  land  officer  and  {ffovt^ngfoirtbew^ 
er  a  aecare  landed  title,  a  debt  aMonaltt^ 
prior  to  the  year  1620,  fnm  the  pnrcbssento 
the  United  States^  annmnting  to  twcotf  t*" 
m^UoDi  <^  doUara. 
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Bdon  that  time  repeated  Indalgencefl  had 
Iwea  gnntedj  extending  the  timea  of  pannent, 
preTenting  the  forfeitures  which  woald  have 
Kcrned,  and,  in  nomeroas  instances,  allowing 
A  Te-entt7,  or  a  new  parch aae  of  lands,  im- 
prored  and  forfeited  to  the  OoTemment  npon 
the  tenna  of  the  original  purchase.  No  less 
than  six  aots  were  passed  from  the  jrear  1813 
to  1620.  to  sn^iul  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of 
tbe  Imds  thus  purdiased.  The  evil,  however, 
bad  swdled  bevond  tlie  readi  of  palliatives.  A 
debt  of  38  minions  of  dollars  «zoeeded  the  abil- 
itr,  Minted  the  prospects,  and  deadened  the 
energies  d  the  States  hj  whom  it  was  dae. 
Bad  the  law  been  enforced,  and  pajment  in- 
fleziblj'  exacted,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  lands 
tbos  parchaaed  and  improved,  wonld  have  been 
Ibrfeited  to  the  Union,  and  m&aj  an  honest 
jeomaa  wonld  have  been  oompelled  to  relin- 
qnish  to  more  fortunate  strangers  those  woods 
ud  lawns  which  he  vunljr  hoped  woald  be  the 
lolice  of  hia  declining  jears.  To  prevent  this 
caltmitj,  the  Government  interposed,  and  bj 
u  act  or  liberatitj  having  few  parallels  in  his- 
tory, arrested  the  forfeitnres;  authorized  the 
idbgoiahment  of  lands  for  which  the  pnr- 
dusers  were  unable  to  pay ;  and  the  applica> 
tion  of  whatever  sanu  had  been  paid  to  the 
parment  of  so  muoli  only  as  they  thought  prop- 
er to  retain ;  cancelled  the  accumuU^  mter- 
«t;  extended  the  term  of  credit  for  that  por- 
tion of  the  lands  retained ;  and  by  a  subsequent 
let  passed  in  1824,  consented  to  receive  as  s 
full  payment  for  these  lands,  less  than  two- 
Uirdt  g!  the  amount  actually  due.  Nor  was 
diis  an :  by  the  act  of  1621,  the  price  of  the  lands 
TSB  reduced  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents ;  and  he  who  had  surrendered 
laadspurebaaed  at  the  highest  sum  was  enabled 
to  re-enter  tbe  same  lands,  if  not  sold  at  public 
ulea,  at  the  reduced  price.   Sir,  sud  Mr.  V. 

tqr  the  best  estimate  that  I  am  able  to  make 
on  referring  to  the  only  documents  within  my 
Mch,  this  donation  to  tiie  purchasers  of  publio 
luida  ooold  not  have  been  leas  than  sewn  mil- 
Um  and  a  haff  and  probably  has  not  been 
^lort  of  (m  million$  of  dollan.  But  the  exact 
amonnt  is  not  material  to  the  elucidation  of  tbe 
pnnciple  from  which  it  flowed ;  and  in  consid- 
eriog  its  value,  who,  that  can  cast  his  eyes 
Qpon  tiiose  extensive  regions,  where  tranquil- 
|it7  has  aoooeeded  to  disquietude,  and  pro^r- 
itr  to  ruin,  will  attempt  to  eatimate  it  by  the 
•nl6(tf  dollars  and  cents  T 

It  appears,  then,  said  Mr.  Y.  6.,  that  it  has 
Mt  b*en  the  practice  id  tbe  Government  to  act 
part  of  Shjloek  with  its  dtiaeoa;  andOod 
fobd  that  it  should  make  its  dOiu,  on  the 
PKMnt  occasion,  not  so  mnch  in  the  character 
of  a  merciless  creditor,  as  a  reluctant,  though 
vealthy,  debtor ;  withholding  the  mented  pit- 
teue  nrom  those  to  whose  noble  daring  and 
•MiTilled  fbrtitode,  we  are  indebted  for  the 
pnvilege  of  sitting  in  judgment  on  their  claims; 
and  nuudftstiiic  more  sensibility  few  the  pur- 
duarn  itf  onr  landa  thaa  fbr  thow  bj*  w&on 


bravery  they  were  won;  and  but  for  whose 
achievements,  these  very  purohasers,  instead  of 
being  the  prc^rietors  of  their  soil,  and  Uie  cit- 
izens of  trw  and  sovereign  Statn,  might  now 
be  the  miserable  vassals  w  wam»  wortblesa  fap* 
vorite  of  arbitrary  power. 

If  disposed  to  be  less  liberal  to  the  Kevoln- 
tionary  officers  than  to  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, let  us  at  least  testify  our  gratitude  by 
relieving  their  sufferings,  and  returning  a  por« 
tion  of  those  immense  gains  which  have  been 
the  riorioos  fiidta  of  their  toSL  and  td  th^ 
blood. 

Such,  B^d  Hr.  T.B.,  would,  in  his  Jadgmen^ 
be  a  correct  view  of  the  aattjeot,  had  the  Got- 
emment  relieved  itself  from  all  Airier  liabili^ 
by  the  most  ample  and  unexceptionable  per^ 
formance  of  its  stipulations.  .  How  much 
stronger,  then,  will  be  their  appeal  to  yonj:, 
justice,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  yon  have  n6 
right  to  urge  this  act  of  commutation  as  a  com- 
plete fulfilment  of  yonr  promise  t  The  act  of 
commutatioa  is  impeached  by  the  petitioners 
— ^first,  on  account  of  the  means  by  which  it 
was  effected ;  and,  secondly,  because  tbe  stipu- 
lationa  of  that  act  have  never  been  fblfiUed. 

The  petitionerB  with  reason  oomplained  that 
without  ever  having  consented  to  be  bound  by 
the  acts  of  their  brother  officers,  their  personu 
rights  were  made  to  depend  upon  the  decision 
of  the  lines,  and  not  upon  their  own  individual 
assent.  This  is  admitted  to  have  berai  the  fact. 
Two  months  were  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the 
lines,  under  tbe  immediate  oommand  of  Oen. 
Washington ;  and  idx  months  to  those  of  the 
southern  army,  to  (pve  their  assent  to  the  com- 
promise. It  does  not  appear  that  the  lines  of 
the  southern  army  ever  gave  their  assent  In- 
deed, it  is  stated  by  a  distinguished  Revolution- 
ary officer  on  thU  floor,  (Gen.  8.  Smith,)  that 
they  nevOT  did.  It  does  not  iqipear  that  there 
ever  was  a  meeting  of  Uie  officers  of  the  north- 
ran  uiny,  ibr  the  purpose  of  dedding  upon  the 
question:  and  it  is  affirmed  that  there  was 
none.  To  assume,  then,  that  the  assent  tii  each 
individual  was  given  under  ciroumstaneea  like 
these,  appears  to  ray  mind  harsh  and  m^st. 
But  it  is  alleged,  in  extenuation,  that  the  com- 
promise was  made  upon  the  petition  of  the  offi- 
cers themselves.  Let  this  t>e  admitted :  did 
the  application  for  a  just  equivalent  for  the 
prcnnised  half  pay  for  life,  confer  on  Congress 
the  right  to  prescribe  the  terms !  Will  it  justify 
the  imowance  of  less  than  that  to  which  they 
were  entitled?  Will  not  the  circumstancea, 
under  which  this  application  was  made,  present 
a  still  Htronser  qipeal  to  your  Hberali^,  if  not 
yonr  gratitwle  t  look,  said  Hr.  V.  B.,  at  the 
acts  of  these  brave  and  high-minded  men,  in 
whatever  light  yon  {dease ;  examine  their  con- 
duct by  the  strictest  scrutiny,  and  yon  will  al- 
ways find  them  exhibiting  the  purest  principles 
and  the  most  devated  patriotism.  The  half 
pay  establishment  for  life,  was,  at  that  time, 
considered  by  tbe  ardent  advocates  for  liberty, 
OS  leading  to  the  formation  of  an  aristooratiG 
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body,  and  therefore,  Bubversive  of  the  prindples 
of  the  reToIntion.  An  intimation  like  this,  in 
the  infancy  of  oar  institntiona,  however  gronnd- 
less  in  itself^  was  snffioient  to  excite  alarm. 
The  dangers  of  the  past  were  oreiiooked  in  the 
apprehensions  for  the  fatnre ;  the  measure  was 
reprobated,  «od  these  meritorions  officers  be- 
came  tiie  olgeets  mfoanded  jealonsj.  To 
qm^  these  imreasonable  fears,  the  petitioners 
•nnressed  tiielr  willingness  to  waive  the  literal 
fiimfanent  of  the  prmnise  which  had  beat  giToi : 
to  remove  the  cause  which  conld  hare  a  ten- 
dency to  deprive  them  of  the  confidence  of  their 
fellow-citizens :  to  aarrender  the  boon  they  had 
so  dearly  purchased;  and,  in  addition  to  all 
that  they  had  done,  and  to  aJl  that  they  had  snf* 
fared,  to  offer  up  their  future  prospects  npon 
the  altar  of  their  country.  And  could  any 
thing  be  more  preposterous  than  to  attempt  to 
fonnd  upon  an  act,  originating  in  motivea  like 
these,  the  rifi^t  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  com- 
mutation t  But  it  is  alleged  that  the  officers 
received  the  oommntaliiHi  eerUficates,  and,  by 
doing  so^  must  be  presumed  to  haT«  assented  to 
tb«r  being  oouridmd  a  fiill  flatia&ction  of  their 
demands.  This  ioferenee  was,  in  Ua  opinion, 
removed  by  the  peculiar  eircnmstanoes  nnder 
which  the  certificates  were  given.  These  cir- 
eumstances,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  are  not  unworthy 
the  deliberate  attention  of  the  8enat«k  Pre- 
vions  to  October,  1788,  and  snbsoouent  to  the 
time  when  the  signature  of  the  preliminary  ar- 
ticles of  peace  was  known  to  the  army,  frequent 
applications  had  been  made,  in  their  behalf,  to 
Congress,  for  an  adjustment  of  aooounta,  and 

Sayment  of  the  lai:ge  arrearages  which  were 
ne.  These  wplications  were  fruitless.  The 
ftilure  of  the  States  to  eranply  with  the  requi- 
ritiODS  ot  OoDgress,  d^Mived  that  body  of  the 
neona  of  diswarg^ng  their  engagements:  and 
with  a  fiill  sense  m  me  servloes  and  privations 
of  the  army,  and  of  the  Injustice  uiey  were 
about  to  oonmiit.  Congress  were  on  the  point 
(tf  disbanding  them,  unpaid  and  unrequited, 
and  soiding  tliem  penniless  and  almost  naked 
to  th^  homes.  The  effect  of  this  anticipated 
measure  upon  minds  sensibly  alive  to  indignity 
and  iqjniy  may  be  easily  imagined At  the 
moment  when  passion  might  have  triumphed 
over  reason,  the  army  was  addressed  by  an 
ononymotu  writer,  on  the  sabject  of  their 
wrongs,  with  a  degree  of  eloqaence  calculated 
to  redeem  If  any  thing  could  redeem,  the 
Tldons  tendency  of  his  principles.  He  ad- 
monished them  of  the  futility  of  their  com- 
plaints, and  urged  them  by  every  motive  that 
eould  be  addressed  to  tfadr  hopes  and  to  their 
fears,  to  change  the  snpplicotory  ^le  of  a  me- 
morial to  language  more  beotnning  those  who 
had  the  means  ot  redress  within  their  hands. 
At  that  perilous  moment,  on  the  events  of 
which  were  suspended  the  honor  of  tiie  Army, 
and  the  fbtnre  welfare  of  the  oonntry,  their 
oommaader-in-chief  speared  amongst  them. 
He  oot^ored  them  to  ^v»  uie  more  distin- 
pddked  proof  of  nimni^led  patriotisn,  pft> 


tience,  and  virtue ;  to  rise  raperiw  to  the  most 
oompticated  snfi^ngs,  and  by  the  dignitj 
their  ccmdnct,  give  posterity  occasion  to  uj, 
when  speaking  of  their  glorious  example— 
"  Had  this  day  been  waobng,  the  world  had 
never  seen  the  last  stage  of  perfeettoo  wUdi 
homan  natnre  is  capable  of  attaining." 

Tbey  listened  to  the  voioe  of  tbeir  bdond 
eonunaoder,  followed  hia  od^c^  snrrendered 
their  arms,  and  onnL  penniks^  into  the  ranks 
of  private  Ufia.  Inibt  sneoeedlag  month,  Ow 
certificates  of  c<Hnmittation  ware  tendered, 
the  Paymaster  General,  who  requested  ndysn 
acknowledgment  of  their  recrajA,  while  in  re- 
lation to  the  final  settlement  certificates  for 
their  pay,  he  required  a  foil  dischane  of  tbeir 
demands.  The  eertifioates  thna  tended,  wen 
accepted,  and  in  almost  every  case,  imuK^stely 
sold,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  most  ur- 
gent necessities  of  natnre.  He  asked  the  Sea- 
ate  whether  it  would  comport  with  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  a  great  and  magnanimous  people, 
to  avail  themselm  d  an  aeoqitaDeB  otoftcd 
by  circumstances  like  these ;  nul  to  ngs  it  ss 
suffident  to  bar  tbe  daims  of  Jnstio^  mA  £• 
vest  their  protectors  in  the  hour  of  daBge^  «f 
their  stipulated  reward  t 

Bnt  it  has  been  said,  that  thia  eomnmUtifla 
excited  no  dissatisfeetion  at  the  ^me;  thst  the 
c<»nplunts  upon  the  sulf}eet  are  at  a  recent 
date,  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  thought  of  is 
a  plausible  support  to  an  nnfoiin^»  dsim. 
The  Senator  from  S.  C,  (Ur.  BhitbJ  who  hss 
bew  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  du^,  to  sssmns 
the  mpfeasant  task  of  zealously  opposing  tbe 
bill  npon  your  table,  has  inquired,  with  moA 
apparent  triumph,  whether  «  ringle  indindail 
conld  be  pt^ted  out  who  had  nmsed  the  COB* 
mntatioiLl  He  assnred  tho  woithy  fioater 
that  he  hod  adcnited  an  erroa»oas  impmsioii. 
When  tendered  it  was  leoeived  with  mdrend 
discontent,  and  by  the  junior  offioers  who  wen 
most  likely  to  be  iqjnred,  with  deoded  repro- 
bation. Hod  an  opportunity  for  in-  □uzy  been 
allowed,  he  had  no  doubt  of  beii^  aluetoden^ 
nate  many  who  had  refused.  At  the  momeat  b« 
could  refer  the  Senator  to  K^or  Gadsden,  of  1^ 
own  State,  whose  petition  on  tbe  sn^ect  hsd 
been  presented  to  the  Senate ;  Mid  if  respect 
for  the  feelings  of  an  honoraUe  member  bdcn 
him,  did  not  render  it  improper  to  Aig  lb* 
name  of  his  venerable  father  Into  the  debttc. 
he  eould  name  another  Toteraa  soUBcr  of  tfat 
revolution,*  the  eonfldant  of  Waahtawtan  sad 
the  companion  of  Xaflqrette^  who  Iim  sernd 
his  oonntry  bravely  and  eflleieoi^  titron^oot 
the  war,  and  who  reftued  to  receive  &e  com- 
mutatirai,  becanse  Tiolating,  in  his  t^ifauoa,  ths 
leading  principles  of  tbe  BeTotntion,  by  fsb- 
jeoting  his  pn^terty  to  the  decisioo  of  net 
whom  he  had  never  anth<Hiied  to  act  inhif 
name  or  stead.  But,  sir,  said  Mr,  Y.  B.,  vbA 
effect  did  the  snpposed  it^nstice  of  his  amvj 
have  on  this  veteran  sotdlert  Did  it  in  tbi 
least  damp  his  ardor  in  her  eansaf  B7  ^ 

•oaiM— ^efH^sMs^  * 
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iMana.  lie  belonged  to  a  different  school,  and 
be  nve  the  most  pslpaUfl  oroof  of  the  endtuing 
qa^itf  of  the  pnnc^e  cn  that  school  daring 
UM  iMe  war.  On  Maming  Hw  apinoach  of 
duger  be  repdred  to  dib  citj.  On  the  disaa* 
tnxu  dar  of  BladatiAvrghy  he  iraa  found,  at  the 
adraaced  age  of  seventy,  on  horseback,  in  the 
field,  stimnladng  to  exertions,  by  his  example 
tad  exhortatioD.  When  the  danger  pressed 
tlie  hardest  be  waited  on  the  military  oom- 
miader  of  the  day,  and  solicited  the  respond- 
InEty  lor  the  safety  of.  the  City,  by  being  in- 
tnuted  with  tiie  posseaedon  of  this  catntol,  with 
s  reaaoDable  force  for  its  defence.  Denied  in 
hb  application,  mortified  and  humiliated  by 
tbfl  results  of  the  day,  he  found  hU  way  back 
tobii  home  and  the  home  itf  Us  family,  where 
be  itill  Urea,  blessed,  with  the  esteem  of  Us 
fiiendi)  and  Um  renMct  of  all  who  Imov  him. 

Bat  asaomittg;  aaid  ICr.  V.  B.,  that  the  act  of 
emnnratation  was  Jnat,  in  its  Inception,  was  it 
Jut  in  its  execntion  t  On  tins  point,  he  thonght 
there  was  no  room  for  contrariety  of  opinion. 
An  esential  difference,  be  observed,  existed 
between  the  claims  for  pay  and  subsistence  of 
the  Irmy,  and  Uiose  arising  from  the  stipulation 
of  half  pay  for  life.  The  former  being  payable 
daring  Uie  war,  when  it  was  known  that  the 
finances  were  embarrassed,  were  properly  sub- 
ject •  the  depredation  of  that  period.  But  the 
promised  half  pay  for  life  was  expected  to  sur- 
Tive  the  period  of  embanrnnment,  and  there- 
fore to  be  payable  in  the  lonnd  onrrency  of  the 
Mmotiy.  Some  fit  the  reasons  which  fnoUned 
tks  tmoers  to  aoe^  a  oommatation  have  al- 
Kidy  been  noticed.  The  necessity  of  obtuning 
petomary  means  to  enable  them  to  embark  in 
other  ponoita,  formed  a  no  less  prevalent  in- 
dnceoMnt;  To  effect  this  object,  it  was  ob* 
fioosly  necessary  that  the  equivalent  to  be  re- 
ceived should  be  promptly  paid  or  adequately 
Kcnred.  The  act  of  commatation  did  neither. 
It  ii  surely  not  enough  to  say  that  the  resolu< 
tioQ  of  Congress  prescribed  that  the  coramnta- 
timof  five  years'  full  pay,  should  be  paid  in  se- 
orities^  nnlwa  it  can  be  shown  that  paper,  ab- 
■dat^  worthless,  was  the  security  intended. 
Cin  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed,  that  Congress 
BKUt  to  deceive  their  brave  defenders,  by 
iwldin|  out  ft  "  promise  to  the  ear,"  only  "  to 
l>Kak  It  to  their  nopes  t "  No,  sir,  they  meant 
vbst  tbey  expressed,  that  the  securities  should 
Ik  real,  and  not  nominal ;  their  repeated  and 
^nxA  requintioos  upon  the  States  prove  their 
intention ;  and  nothing  but  the  inherent  weak- 
■Ka  of  the  Government,  and  the  Csilure  of  the 
to  comply  with  tiie  requisitions  of  Con- 
KfcK— sn  excuse  fortunately  not  in  our  power 
to  plead — prevented  that  venerated  body  from 
ndeemh^  their  engagements.  But  though  the 
^Bpredation  which  followed  was  not  attribu- 
tute  to  Congress,  its  effect  upon  the  officers 
vu  not  thelesi  fatal.  Keeeasity,  that  waits 
not  for  times  or  seasons,  compelled  too  many 
tottrry  their  eertlfioates  into  markets  and  the 
•moont  wUoh  th^f  piodnoed  wrved  but  to 


realize  the  destruction  of  all  their  hopes.  The 
lew  who  retained  them  nntUlTSl,  experienoed  a 
loss  not  less  severe  than  unexpected.  It  has  al- 
ready been  stated  that,  by  the  operation  of  Um 
ftmding  system,  one-third  tif  the  amount  wfalelt 
the  commutation  eeitiflcates  declared  to  be  dn« 
was  deducted  by  the  Government.  The  reason 
alleged  for  a  measure  apparentlt  so  destructive 
of  public  confidence,  and  individual  rights,  was 
the  well-known  &ct,  that  by  far  the  greater 
part  wore  held  by  q>ecnlators  who  hw  pur- 
chased  them  at  an  incoOMderable  prices  Ur. 
Madison,  it  is  true,  endeavored  to  exempt  the 
certificates  In  the  hands  of  the  ofiSoers  from  this 
deduction;  but  having  fluted  in  his  attempt^ 
the  least  neoes^tous  of  the  officers  were  doom- 
ed to  experience  a  |^inirti<m  of  th^  alrea^ 
insufficient  ootnmutation. 

ThM  act  of  oommntotiui,  therefore,  is  dearly 
liable  to  the  oUeetion : 

Ist.  Of  not  being  a  just  equivalent  for  the 
promised  half  pay  for  life. 

2dly.  Of  having  been  effected  under  clrenm- 
stances,  and  by  the  operation  of  motives,  which 
deprive  it  of  all  obligatory  force,  and  entitlo 
the  officers  to  liberality  instead  of  rigor. 

Sdly.  Of  partial  and  defective  execution. 

If;  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  no  other  obstacle  were 
interposed  to  the  cl^ms  of  the  petitioners  than 
those  to  which  he  had  alluded,  fortified  as 
they  are,  by  facts  not  susceptible  of  miscon- 
struction, uid  resting  upon  Uie  plain  and  im- 
mutable principles  of  Justice,  no  doubt  oould 
be  entatuned  oi  yonr  avorable  deeidon.  But 
he  was  apprebrasive  that  other  oonsiderationa 
would  have  their  influence :  that  the  claims 
of  tiie  petitioners  would  be  doaded  by  dangers 
in  prospective ;  and,  that  the  fear  of  establish- 
ing a  precedent  by  which  the  door  of  yonr 
treasury  would  be  unlocked  to  a  crowd  of  ap- 
plicants pleading  their  poverty,  and  urging 
their  misfortunes,  may  induce  you,  in  this  case, 
to  resist  the  strongest  impulses  of  your  hearts, 
if  not  the  dictates  of  your  judgments.  Among 
the  different  grounds  upon  whidi  this  appre- 
hension is  founded,  a  leading  one,  he  said,  ia, 
"  That  the  tnll  did  not  onbraoe  the  cases  of 
prirate  ad^ers^  who  might  also  have  sustained 
inJusticfL  and  whose  aer^ces  were  not  less  meri- 
torious than  those  of  the  officers  themselves." 

Before  I  proceed,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  to  consider 
this  objection,  allow  me  to  call  your  attention 
to  one  or  two  incidental  remarks.  A  variety 
of  persons,  officers  of  the  army,  who  had  not 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war — ^private  soldiers, 
militia  (Officers,  and  dtizens  who  had  borne  the 

Erivationa  of  that  period,  had  been  suooesmvely 
rought  In  review  before  the  Senate ;  and  their 
losses  and  sufferings,  after  having  been  forcibly 
depicted,  were  m^d  as  a  reason  for  the  r^eo- 
tlon  of  the  elidm  of  the  petitioners. 

said  Mr.  V.  B.,  any  thing  oould  aggravate 
the  ii^nstice  already  inflicted  upon  the  petition- 
era,  it  would  be  an  oljeetion  like  thU.  Had 
the  cUnia  of  the  persona  alluded  to  been  simi- 
lar to  thow  of  the  petitionera,  the  argnment 
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derived  from  an  equality  of  right  would  be  en- 
titled to  attention ;  bat  if  dissimilar,  let  them 
be  dmcdned.  The  allowance  of  the  one  can 
constitute  no  ground  for  the  admission  of  the 
oUier;  and  bj  nniting  them  t(^ther,  70a 
throw  upon  the  petitioners  the  misfortunes  of 
others,  (mtofartunea  for  which  they  are  in  no 
sense  responsiUe,)  in  addition  to  their  own. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  it  is  eosyto  de- 
monstrate that  no  similarity  exists.  What  is 
the  otfject  of  this  bill  ?  To  repair  a  wrong  in 
not  baving  given  a  just  equivalent  in  satisfac- 
tion of  a  promise  of  half  for  life.  Do  the 
claims  of  anr  others  rest  npm  a  basis  like  this  I 
Is  it  alleged  tiiat  any  sncb  or  rimilar  anange* 
ment  was  made  with  the  scddicrV  Host  as- 
snredly  not  then,  no  rimilarity  ezieta,  an 
attempt  to  connect  them  would  be  plainly 
nnjnst. 

I  am  aware,  sud  Kr.  Y.  B.,  of  the  imposing 
character  of  the  argument  that  has  been  ur^d 
in  favor  of  the  clwms  of  the  common  soldier. 
In  a  Government  like  ours,  appeals  in  tlieir 
favor  cannot  lie  made  without  effect.  They 
derive  their  force  from  that  all-pervading  jeal- 
ousy of  power,  which  is  generally  snppc^ed  to 
be  the  concomitant  of  official  station  and  acci- 
dental ele^tifm.  Although  not  insensible  to 
its  influence,  he  was  not  disposed  to  complain 
of  its  ^et;  and  when  properly  directed  or 
controlled,  be  ccui^dered  it  necessary  to  the 
ancoessful  operation  of  our  pditical  system. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  Instead  of  yielding 
our  Judgments  to  &Tor  on  the  one  hand,  or 
improper  pr^ndice  on  the  other;  it  became 
our  duty  as  public  men  to  know  no  distinctions 
but  those  of  merit,  and  no  rule  but  that  of  jus- 
tice. Was  it  true,  then,  he  asked,  that  the 
partiality  of  the  Government  had  inclined  to 
the  officer,  in  preference  to  the  soldier  1  Is  it 
not  evident,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  every 
case  the  former  has  been  treated  with'  diatrustt 
and  the  latter  with  indn^nce  t  Upon  what 
can  the  soldiers  predicate  a  clwm  for  additimial 
compensation?  Upon  the  8ip°°d  of  the  de< 
predation,  and  no  other.  The  losses  d  the 
officers,  on  tiiis  account,  were  as  much  greater 
than  those  of  the  soldier,  as  the  relative  differ- 
ence of  their  pay ;  and  yet  this  bill  conttuns 
no  provision  in  ttwir  fovor  upon  that  subject. 
This,  then,  can  Ibrm  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posed allowance.  But,  sir,  in  relation  to  the 
relative  condition  of  the  officer  and  soldier 
when  they  entered  the  service,  General  Wash- 
ington informs  us  in  his  letters  to  the  States, 
contained  in  the  book  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  that  the  private  soldiers  had  this  signal 
advantage  over  the  officers.  They  received  at 
the  time  of  enlistment,  from  the  States  by 
which  tlier  were  raised,  a  bonnty  of  from  two 
to  three  bundred  dollars,  in  good  money,  or 
provision  for  their  families.  No  snch  advances 
were  received  by  the  officers.  What,  sir,  said 
Ur.  Y.  B.,  has  been  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
the  Government?  The  average  pay  of  the 
officers,  calculating  fhxn  a  odmel  downwardSi 


was  forty  dollars  per  monUi.  Tliat  of  tbi 
soldier  was  six  dollars  and  a  quarter. 

Now,  by  the  pension  act  of  1818,  the  alloir* 
ance  to  officers  and  soldiers,  reduced  to  pov- 
erty, was,  for  the  officers,  twenty  doHars  per 
month,  and  for  the  soldiers  eight  dollars  per 
month.    Giving  to  the  officer  less  than  lialf 

gay,  and  to  the  soldier  more  than  Ml  par. 
o,  said  bo,  would  it  ever  be.  WbatcTrr 
might  be  the  declamatory  appeals  upon  this 
subject,  there  no  danger  that  uie  partiality  of 
Congress  would  ever  be  manifested  for  the 
officer,  to  the  exclnnon  of  the  fair  daims  of 
the  soldifflr.  To  prevent  misapprehendon,  said 
Mr.  Y.  B.,  I  will  proceed  ftirther.  I  hsre 
said,  that  I  am  not  insenrible  to  the  fteUog 
which  had  been  so  strongly  pressed  into  the 
argument.  As  an  evidence  of  the  sinnritj 
with  which  be  spoke,  he  eroressed  bis  wiDinc- 
nes9  to  adopt  any  measure  in  fSsTor  of  the  sol- 
dier, that  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  him  could 
reasonably  desire.  Host  of  the  soldiers,  sskl 
Hr.  Y.  B.,  liod  been  placed  upon  the  pu]si<m 
list.  The  limited  number  who  bad  not,  most 
avera^  seventy  years  of  age.  Let,  eaii  bt, 
a  section  be  prepared,  placing  all  who  had  en- 
listed for  the  war,  upon  the  pension  list,  si 
eight  dollars  per  month,  without  requiring 
evidence  of  poverty.  For  a  measure  like  ihk, 
be  would  readily  vote;  if  even  moffe^o* 
proposed,  it  should  receive  his  deliboate  sttst- 
tton,  and,  if  possible,  his  concurrence.  FVsods 
might  be  practised ;  but  they  would,  of  »c»- 
sity,  1>e  of  short  duration.  £v«i  nov,  tbe 
e^nse  would  not  be  felt ;  in  a  few  jesn  it 
would  cease  to  be  remembered;  wMIe  the 
fame  that  would  attend  it,  wooM.  constitute 
one  of  the  most  valuable  legacies  to  posteril? 
that  can  be  left  behind  us. 

Instead,  then,  of  opposing  the  bill  becaase  it 
contains  no  provision  for  the  soldier,  mi^t  he 
not  with  some  propriety  ask  of  gentlenien  to 
propose  a  ranedy  the  defect,  and  not  con- 
aemn  for  mniasion,  whilst  making  no  cffint  to 
bave  that  mniseion  Bai>plied  ? 

Another  cause  of  apprehen^on  from  thu  ImB. 
as  a  precedent,  arises  from  the  suppontioa  that 
if  it  be  intended  to  provide  for  losses  iDCBrred 
by  the  depreciation  of  commutation  certificates, 
the  Government  wiU  be  bound  to  oompeonie 
for  rimilar  losses,  whether  incurred  by  ih« 
army  or  the  public  creditors.  These  fears,  nid 
Hr.  Y.  B.,  I  consider  visionary..  The  bill  does 
not  propose  a  compensation  on  account  of  de- 
preciation. This  would  be  impracticable,  be- 
cause no  data  could  be  obtained  by  whidi  an 
estimate  could  be  formed  to  justify  alqpslstire 
act.  The  depredatkn  of  the  camiimlatiin 
certificates  has  been  r^erred  to  solely  for  tbe 
purpose  of  enf<H'dng  tbe  equi^  of  >  dttn 
ori^nating  in  a  contract,  never  latisBed  Iff  tbe 
act  of  commutation,  but  from  which  yoo  an 
legally  absolved  by  the  acta  (MT  UmitatwL 
Until  the  soldiers  can  plead  a  similar  cootrsrt. 
and  the  equitable  considerations  whidi  the  offi- 
cers bave  n^Eed,  they  can  ham  no  rii^t  u 
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pisce  Oiiia  claims  on  an  equal  footing.  Still 
leaa,  sir,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  can  it  be  said  that  this 
bill  vilJ  afford  a  pretext  for  reviving  the  dor- 
mant cluma  of  the  pnblio  creditors.  Their 
case  is  widely  different  from  that  of  either  the 
4^ieen  or  the  sol^eTa.  While  the  pay  of  the 
army  was  fixed  and  atationary,  it«  aetiwl  value 
was  M&eed  by  the  depreaimon  of  onmnoyf 
which  they  were  ocnapelled  to  reoalve  at  per. 
But  the  sappHers  of  the  army,  the  great  mass 
of  pnbtio  oreditora,  regulated  thetr  emtawts 
by  the  floctoations  in  which  they  expected  to 
be  paid,  and  the  prices  demanded  bore  an  exact 
proportion  to  its  depreciation  in  market. 

It  has  been  urged,  too,  as  an  objection,  that 
prDvisioQ  had  not  been  made  for  the  officers 
vbo  did  not  serve  to  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
for  the  mOitia.  It  was  sufficient  to  say  that 
irith  them  the  Government  bad  entered  into 
DO  such  engagement.  The  surviving  officers 
^  the  revolotion  who  had  been  ealled  from 
lervice  before  the  end  of  the  war,  generally  by 
poblic  conuderattons^  would  notl  he  waa  per- 
suaded, repine  at  the  ■nccees  of  their  brethren 
in  amu,  or  make  it  the  basis  of  unfounded 
comphdnt.  It  liaa  been  stated  by  the  venerable 
utd  worthy  Senator  before  me,  (Qen.  S.  Svith,) 
that  this  bill  will  not  embrace  his  case,  for  the 
reasons  he  has  ^ven.  Who  would  have  more 
cause  to  complain  than  he,  if^  indeed,  any  cause 
could  be  foond  in  the  measare  proposed !  Of 
Lis  condact  and  services  in  two  wars,  it  would 
be  saperduoDs  to  speak.  They  are  familiar  to 
m  all ;  and  he  wished  he  could  add,  had  been 
■3  wdl  appreciated  by  the  Union  as  by  the 
Etate  whose  interests  he  had  promoted  in  peace, 
tod  whose  aafety  he  had  defended  in  war. 
The  soiioitiide  which  he  had  manifested  for  the 
friends  of  hta  youth,  and  his  companions  in 
dsBcer,  must  have  awakened  the  sensibilizes 
itf  UKMO  who  witnessed  it ;  while  his  zealous, 
though  disinterested  support  of  the  bill  npon 
four  table,  constituted  a  convincing  proof  that 
it  would  be  viewed  bj[  others,  who  might  be 
exchided  from  iti  inoTiuoiu,  with  equBTsatia- 
factioQ. 

The  last,  and,  to  his  mind,  the  strongest 
objection  against  the  passage  of  this  bill,  waa 
iu  making  no  provision  for  the  widows  and 
children  of  deo«Hised  officers,  who  were  entitled 
to  half  pay.  By  whom;,  sir,  said  Hr.  V. 
had  Uiis  otjection  been  addaoedt  By  the 
partiea  themselTest  No,  rir;  by  thoae  who 
bare  had  no  oonfinenee  with  the  parties.  Do 
they  adroeate  the  daims  of  the  heirs  and  wid- 
ows because  th^  have  heretofore  been  impor- 
tunate for  relief?  No,  sir;  from  the  fiist  agita- 
tion  (rf  Uiis  question  in  1810,  to  tiie  present 
iQomeat,  he  was  authorized,  he  believed,  to  say, 
that  not  a  nn^e  petition  had  been  presented 
in  Uieir  behaliT  Sir,  s^d  Mr.  V.  B.,  we  resist 
the  claima  of  the  Uving  by  exorcising  the 
^irita  of  tiie  dead.  The  gentieman  from  Geor- 
gia declares  that  be  will  not  vote  for  the  bill, 
beoaoie  tiie  heirs  and  widows  are  not  indnded, 
and  that  ha  wouhl  not  vote  ftv  it,  if  they  were. 


It  has  been  asked  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  whether  a  positive  debt,  a  vested 
interest,  does  not  descend  to  the  heir,  and 
whether  a  Government,  any  more  than  an  in- 
dividual, is  disohaiged  by  the  death  of  ita 
creditor?  The  objection  thus  presented  is 
plaonble  in  its  appearance,  bat  ne  was  per- 
•aaded,  easily  surmomited.  He  had  alrea^, 
In  hia  opinion,  given  %  satiaftotory  anawer. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  orl^nial  eharao- 
ter  of  the  clum,  it  oould  no  longer  be  regarded 
as  legally  binding  on  the  Government.  It 
was  barred  by  the  statnte  of  limitations — a 
measure  sometimes  harsh,  bot  not  the  less 
founded  in  policy  and  justice.  This  shield,  in- 
terposed by  the  Government  for  justifiable  enda, 
might  be  removed,  at  the  option  of  the  Oovran- 
ment,pnly  in  the  cases  which  policy  and  Justice 
might  demand.  It  has  a  perfect  right  to  per- 
mit it  to  operate  upon  the  officers,  their  wid- 
ows, or  their  heirs — and  neitiier  might,  in 
strictness,  have  a  legal  ground  of  complaint. 
I  have  endeavored,  aud  Mr.  V.  to  i^ow 
tiiat  equity  requires,  and  policy  does  not  forbU 
the  allowaQce  proposed  for  the  snrviving  offi- 
cers. The  dums  of  tiie  widows  stood,  m  hia 
opinion,  on  a  difi^reut  foundation.  But  he 
sbonld  not  be  willing,  for  me,  to  oppose  them. 
Their  number  most  be  small;  not  half  as  great, 
in  all  probability,  as  that  of  survivii^  officers; 
say  one  hundred  at  the  outside.  Give  them  a 
gratuity  of  one  or  two  thousand  dollars  each ; 
and  if  necessary,  deduct  it  from  the  sum  you 
wotdd  otherwise  give  to  the  surviving  officers. 
They,  he  was  weU  assured,  would  not  utter  a 
compliant  On  the  contrary,  the  value  of  what 
they  received,  would  be  doubly  enhanced  by 
the  eaoae  of  the  deduction.  The  stqipoBea 
ddma  of  the  hdra  oould  not  be  presented  to 
your  attention  with  equal  force.  Of  the  two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  officers  of 
the  revolution,  two  thousand  two  hnndred  and 
fifty  are  no  more.  Their  temporal  interests, 
whatever  they  were,  have  been  distributed,  in 
many  cases,  among  snccesuve  generations. 
To  ascertain  and  distribute  the  respectivo 
shares  to  which  the  heirs  would  be  entitied, 
of  the  small  amount  now  proposed  to  be  ^veo, 
if  not  wholly  impracticable,  would  involve  an 
expense  that  would  consume  the  means  of  your 
bounty ;  and  without  being  productive  of  sub- 
stantial benefit,  yoar  resources  would  be  ex- 
hausted. Bat,  said  he,  these  are  oon^derationa 
of  aa  inferior  oharaoter,  fbnnded  on  ex|>edieD(7 
only.  Your  reftual  to  grant  to  the  heirs,  may 
be  placed  on  the  highest  ground  of  principle. 
Whatever  yon  now  do  in  favor  of  the  officer, 
must  be  voluntary,  proceeding  from  your  liber- 
ality and  gratitude.  All  other  obligations 
have  been  cat  off  by  time.  All  your  endow- 
ments springing  from  such  motives,  being  for 
the  reward  of  personal  services,  may  with  pro- 
priety be  confined  to  those  by  whom  those  ser- 
vices were  rendered.  This,  swd  he,  is  not  a 
new  prindple  in  yonr  legiuation.  It  lies  at 
(he  £niidati<8i  <^  thft  atA  of  1818|  prorWnft 
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not  for  the  heira,  but  certain  portions  oi  the 
revolntionazy  offlomand  wldien,  bj  the  opera- 
te of  which,  milUonift  have  in  his  opinion 
been  benefidally  aj^Ued.  It  was  called  indeed 
a  pennon  act,  bat  with  no  more  propriety, 
according  to  the  established  principles  of  the 
GoTemment,  than  the  bill  upon  yonr  table. 

AVhat,  according  to  these  principles,  are  the 
grounds  npon  which  pensions  have  been  grant- 
ed (  They  were,  excluMvely,  disability  pro- 
dnoed  by  known  wonnds  received  in  the  pnolio 
service,  and  half  pay  for  a  limited  time  to  the 
widow  and  Infant  children  of  those  who  hod 
fUlen  in  action.  Since  the  date  of  oar  inde- 
pendence, these  only  have  been  the  legal  and 
^>propriate  causes  for  being  placed  on  the  list  of 
pennonera.  The  annual  aUowanoe  to  a  limited 
number  of  Uie  offleera  and  loldien  of  the  Jtevo- 
Intionaiy  anny,  by  the  act  of  1B16,  waa  found- 
ed on  no  snob  emufdmtion,  otherwtse  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  deceased  officers 
and  soldiers  woold  have  been  as  much  entitled 
to  your  bounty  as  they  can  be  now.  They 
did  not  receive  it:  and  the  only  Justifiable  rea- 
son which  could  ttien  have  been  ^ven,  was  the 
one  which  may  now  be  assigned.  Tou  bad 
s  right  to  moke  your  donation  personal.  You 
had  a  right  to  enlarge  or  contract  the  drcle 
of  your  beneficence,  according  to  your  own 
views  of  the  state  of  your  treasury,  the  ezigen- 
des  of  society,  and  the  claims  of  humanity. 
Among  the  moat  poweiftil  motiveB  for  its  adop- 
tion, was  1^  dedre  to  resene  the  country  from 
tiie  reproach  of  seeing  thoae  to  whom  it  was 
Indebted  for  Its  liherms^  thrown,  in  the  eren- 
ing  of  their  days,  amidst  the  prosperity  they 
had  been  iiutramental  in  producing,  upon  the 
cold  charities  of  an  unfeeling  world.  It  was 
to  prevent  the  vivid  and  heart-rending  piobire 
of  Roman  ingratitude,  which,  though  the  in- 
vention of  moidem  days,  has  so  long  interested 
the  world,  from  being  only  descriptive  of  real 
life  in  the  streets  of  this  proud  capital. 

Kr.  Y.  B.  said  he  would  say  nothing  as  to 
the  amount  Full  Justice  had  already  been 
dcme  to  that  subject.  The  general  object  was 
to  make  op.  In  part,  the  loss  BoaUuned  by  the 
f^oer^  out  <rf  the  profita  mode  by  the  Oovem- 
ment,  by  the  sneoessfid  result  of  its  compromise 
with  them.  Lotus,  therefine,  s^d he, pass  the 
hill  upon  your  table.  Let  tlus  body  have  the 
raedit  of  originating  it.  Let  no  narrow  or 
weak  views  impede  onr  course.  Ho  matter 
where  these  honorable  and  patriotic  men  are 
from ;  whether  from  the  North  or  the  South, 
tiie  East  or  the  West ;  whether  from  the  old 
Btates  or  the  new.  In  every  State  where  the 
blessings  of  a  free  Oovemment  are  enjoyed, 
there  they  had  a  name,  if  not  a  local  habita- 
tion, that  could  not  fail  to  work  its  way  to  the 
hearts  of  their  fellow  citizens.  It  was  true,  he 
■aid,  that  1^  the  Hst  submitted,  it  did  not 
wpear  that  any  of  the  officers  redded  In  seven 
Mthe  new  Stotea,  and  he  was  not  sorry  for  it 
K  he  were  not  deceived  in  the  character  as 
well  of  the  peoplo  ot  Hum  Stateo,  m  of  tbelr 


[jAMSur,  lfl3& 

representatives  oa  tliat  floor,  they  would  re- 
jww  that  on  oraortnnity  waa  tbna  presorted 
to  evince  thdr  derotiin  to  the  oonse  ot  the 
rercdntion,  and  their  gratitDde  fiv  the  services 
of  those  who  fought  our  hattlea  In  that  d^. 
without  even  a  suroidon  of  a  selfish  or  lonl 
object  This  will  be  the  more  gratifying  to 
them,  because  it  was  not  their  good  fiKtune.  as 
States,  to  he  in  a  dtuation  to  Uke  part  in  that 
great  struKle,  out  of  which  grew  this  mieLty 
empire,  and  all  the  blessings  of  dvil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  that  we  now  so  pre-«mineBt]j 
e^oy.  He  had  not  a  doubt  that  all  that  re~ 
mi^ned  for  tiiem  to  do,  they  would  do  w«Il. 
If  evidence  of  the  fact  were  wanting,  he  had 
only  to  allude  to  the  small  but  patriotic  State 
of  nUnda,  which  alone  hod  uulTiKted  her 
representativee  tm  that  fioon  npon  tiio  toj^ect 
nnder  conddentlim,  in  a  siult  reflcetiiig  upoo 
heradf  the  highest  credit,  and  affbrding  the 
most  flattering  presage  <tf  her  fotnre  grcatncM. 

Ur.  V.  B.  said  that  he  was  distressed  by  the 
consciousness  that  he  had  already  trcqiaased 
too  much  upon  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. In  any  other  case  he  would  have  con- 
sidered it  reprehensible  to  havb  dime  so.  He 
would  therefore  (although  there  were  jtt 
mimy  considerations  which  he  intraded  to 
have  urged)  draw  his  obeervationa  to  a  doK. 
There  was,  however,  one  point  npon  whidi  be 
fdt  too  much  solidtude  to  snffer  it  to  pass  nn- 
notloed.  If  by  any  «ie  ho  hod  been  under- 
stood as  oostiag  aogbt  itf  oracnre  or  repmacb 
up<m  the  cdd  Oongresi^  he  dedred  to  eonect  w 
eiTxmeona  on  impression.  He  oonM  not  indeed 
have  done  so  consistentiy  with  bis  own  kog- 
cherisbed  opinions.  On  the  ccmtrary,  he  did  od 
believe  that  the  world  ever  witneesed,  or  ever 
again  will  witness  a  body  of  men  more  potridic 
or  enlightened.  He  would  not  bdieve  that  U 
was  in  their  nature  to  be  indifffevent  to  the  jost 
daims  of  the  Revolutionary  army.  Tht  qatt- 
tion  with  tiiem  was  not  what  th^  would,  but 
what  they  could  do.  The  cmMrrassmenti 
under  whidi  they  had  labored  from  want  of 
power,  and  the  backwardness  the  Stste^ 
who  themaelvea  were  stmg^lng  against  (he 
uhanstlng  eflbeta  of  a  emeV  bloodr,  and  pn>- 
traeted  war,  were  known  tooIL  AaBtUedil 
he  wish  to  east  reproach  upon  tiie  oooMds  vt 
the  nation.  Every  thing  could  not  be  dtme  st 
once.  Much  had  been  done  under  the  preseit 
constitution,  to  satisly  theddmsof  jnstHie,iiid 
vin^cate  the  character  of  the  rqwblie.  It  is 
onr  good  fortune  that  something  still  ransHU 
for  us  to  do.  Fear  not,  that  in  doing  it,  yoe 
will  go  beyond  the  wishes  of  yonr  constitneBti 
—your  fodinm  lag  behind  them,  peaking 
for  his  inunMiate  cimstitnents — and  he  hsd 
not  the  presumption  to  suppose  that  they  vcre 
more  Just  or  pubUc^pirileo  than  their  Bela- 
bors—for  them  he  ooold  si^,  with  eonfidnec, 
that,  having  some  diaro  in  the  naUmiil  ftod^ 
and  contributing  no  incondderahle  part  of  tbeb 
amount,  they  would  willingly  j>oor  them  oet, 
like  water,  in  n  oanae  oo  ni^iteonk  IHU 
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titNOf  s  milluxk  more  or  len  pnblic  debt, 
oeopired  with  the  preserration  (h  the  pablio 
fiutfa,  would  be  as  nothing.  He  gloried  in  the 
oooseioDHMM  that  he  waa  the  lepreaeiitatiTe 
cf  R  pec^  infldMioed  Bj  aaeh  eleVated  senti- 
naU,  jEverj  day,  said  he,  makes  the  remnant 
of  tblfl  hand  of  worthies  more  dear  to  the 
Amwiean  people^  When  that  period  amre^^ 
vlu^  a  Quyority  of  the  Senate  may  expect  to 
lee— when  the  last  of  the  offloera  of  tiie  Bevo- 
lutiniatT  army  shall  he  called  from  time  to 
tiemitj,  it  will  be  the  cause  of  keen  regret 
nd  BeU'r^noaoh,  if^  upon  a  reriew  of  the  past, 
b  ihsll  ^^ear  that  any  tlung  was  omitted  that 
to  have  been  doiM  to  mooth  th^  pas- 
i^e  to  the  tomb. 

One  word  more,  and  he  had  done.  The 
Seaatw  from  lUSa».  Qb.  Obakdixb,}  who, 
ilthoi^  he  had  loit  Us  ftther  in  theatraggle, 
kid  ^  it  to  be  hie  intj  (and  there  was  no 
waa,  be  believed,  who  mm  imidinti  j  Allowed 
U>  laue  of  dum  to  <^ipoae  the  biD,  had,  with 
Hi  diaraoterisuo  shrewdness  and  pertinency, 
Mked— did  General  Washington,  whilst  at  the 
kesd  GoTemment,  erw  rectnnmend  this  to 
tbe  notice  of  Oongreissl  The  worthy  Senator 
vdl  knew  what  the  answer  must  be,  and  the 
Inia  of  reactions  it  would  g^ve  rise  to.  Gen- 
nl  Washington  did  not— but  why  ?  Before 
tnd  ttier  the  war,  he  spared  no  puns  to  make 
the  States  swsible  of  what  waa  due  to  the 
^oera  on  this  very  point.  His  letters  have 
kes  read.  He  n^ea  them  by  all  the  ocoi- 
ridantioasthaibekH^ed  to  thembject,  to  act 
tScieatly  for  their  reUefl  -He  ftiled.  After 
ht  ctme  into  the  GoTemment,  the  officers 
tiuiDialTeeeTineed  DO  dlsporition  to  rerive  tbdr 
chisu,  and  it  certainly  would  not  have  become 
to  be  the  first  to  bring  them  forward.  It 
li  not  difficult  to  eonorfve  why  the  offleers 
were,  at  that  dv*  wtllfaiR  to  vroiA  all  appUca- 
ttmi  for  peooiuary  aid.  H  e w  prospects  opened 
were  |m>b8bly  not  exempt  from  those 
^diogs  of  ambition  and  hope  of  preferment, 
t1u<^  actuate  mankind.  They  have  out-lived 
than,  and  they  bmnbly  ask  for  justice.  But, 
u,  what  was  the  language  of  uie  Father  of 
w  Ooontry,  when  the  subject  was  an  trpen 
owl  Iq  mil  dronlar  of  June,  1T88,  to  the 
wrernors  of  the  States^  he  said :— "  The  pro- 
woa  of  hdf  pay  for  lib,  as  promised  hf  the 
wolnKoa  of  Congress^  waa  a  reasonable  com- 
pnitttitHi  oflTered  at  a  time  when  Congress  had 
luthing  oIm  to  give  to  the  officers  for  services 
^  to  be  performed ;  it  was  the  price  of  their 
l^wd  and  your  md^mdeaea^  and  as  a  debt  of 
ocmr,  it  can  never  be  cancelled  until  it  be 
»irly  diaoharged." 

Ods  question,  uiA  ICr.  V.  B.,  and  I  have 
<>^  Has  it  been  fairly  discharged  t 

Mr.  Fabbu  was  disposed,  he  add,  to  with- 
unw  his  amendment,  with  the  understanding 
wathe  should  have  an  opportunity  to  renew 
^  Thila  Bp,  he  woold  remark  tiiat  it  was 
«w  that  the  soldiers  had,  to  a  neat  extent, 
^  P»»di  but  there  are  many  who  have  not 


been  pud,  and  who  never  will  be  piud,  unless 
they  are  paid  now,  ride  by  side  with  their  offl- 
eers. It  is  the  officers  alone  who  have  kept 
the  claims  of  the  soldiers  alive.  The  scMiera 
cannot  meet  in  conventions,  isene  circulars, 
frame  mraoorials,  and  get  up  all  the  necessary 
machinery  for  acting  on  tbe  public  sympatiiy. 
If  they  do  not  succeed  with  the  officers,  their 
clums  are  lost.  He  withdrew  his  motion,  bat 
should  renew  it  when  the  question  had  been 
taken  on  the  bill  as  reported. 

Tbe  questicm  then  recurred  on  filling  the 
blank  witii  $1,100,000. 

Mr.  BcooLxa  could  not  vote,  he  sud,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  that  sum  merely  for  the  officers. 
He  tiiought,  also,  that  those  officera  who,  on 
the  first  alarm  of  war,  left  the  plough  for  the 
ranks,  wwe  as  well  entitied  to  remuneration  as 
the  omoers  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Ifr.  Smitr,  (^Harylandf  was,  he  said,  one  of 
those  officers  who  entered  the  Army  at  an  earlj 
period,  and  resigned-  before  the  close  oi  the 
war.  He  had,  thereftnti,  no  chum,  ud  never 
had  advanced  any.  None  who  left  the  Army 
before  the  close  of  the  war  can  have  any  claim. 
In  the  year  1778,  General  Washington  address- 
ed Oongress  on  the  state  of  the  Anny,  which 
was  near  dissolution.  In  1779,  many  of  the  offi- 
cers resigned ;  and  to  prevent  more  from  re- 
signing, the  act  of  1780  was  passed.  No  one, 
then,  who  resigned  befcm  tiie  close  of  the  war, 
can  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  fimn  the  proTi- 
aicuia  of  that  act. 


TuisDAT,  January  29. 

The  .bin  tat  tiie  xelief  of  tiie  several  snrvlr- 
ing  OffiMTi  of  the  Revolatlonary  Anny,  was 
tuen  up. 

The  question  being  on  filUngtiwhlanli:  Intho 
bill  with  1,100,000  dollars-^ 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said :  He  was 
opposed  not  only  to  filling  the  blank,  but  waa 
cniposed  to  the  passage  cf  the  bill  under  any 
eiixumstances,  and  would  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  while  he  offered  some  of  the  reasons 
upon  which  he  grounded  that  opposition.  Al- 
though be  was  far  from  enteitaming  any  mi- 
grate feeUngs  towards  the  rarviTinte  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  yet  he  comd  never 
yidd  his  assent  to  the  assnticm  that  they  held 
exdurive  claims,  either  np<»i  the  Justice  or 
gratitude  of  this  Govenunent. 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  chdrman  of  the 
oommittee  (Mr.  WotHmnrr)  which  reported 
this  bill,  that  there  were  only  280  surviving 
officers  to  provide  for.  To  satisfy  the  clums 
of  these  survivors,  it  was  neoessaiy  to  fill  the 
blankwiththe  sum  of  $1,100,000.  At  the  close 
of  the  war,  the  whole  number  of  officers  then 
surviving,  entitied  tohalfpnr,  were  8,460 ;  deduct 
from  that  number  880,  will  leave  2,860 ;  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  m<»ialil7,  it  is  fiUr  to  siqi- 
poae,  that  the  average  deaths  woold  allow  a 
calonlation  of  l|ia5  aDtLtlad  to  foil  pay,  Ii^  equal 
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degree  to  the  Barviving  officers,  now  Boaght  to 
be  provided  for.  This  would  require  an  addi- 
tional Bum  of  $5,380,484,  which,  with  the  $1,- 
100,000,  asked  for  the  survivors,  would  make 
an  aqgngate  of  $6,480,484.  If  either  justice 
or  gratitude  require  the  Senate  to  make  provis- 
ion for  the  sonriving  offlcera,  the  same  measure 
of  Jnstioe  and  of  gratitude,  require  provinon 
to  be  made  fbr  the  widows  and  children  of  tfae 
decrased  officers,  whose  rights  were  as  well 
founded,  and  whose  rights  were  as  perfeet,  up 
to  the  time  of  thdr  respeotiTe  deaths,  aa  that 
of  the  survivors. 

Hr.  S.  said  he  had  jet  to  learn  bj  what  role 
of  law,  or  bj  what  rule  of  gratitude,  this  dis- 
crimination could  be  ^nade.  It  was  a  settled 
principle  of  municipal  law,  of  almost  the  whole 
oivili^d  world,  founded  in  nature  itself^  and 
fulij  rect^ized  by  every  Btate  in  this  Union, 
to  its  fullest  extent,  that  in  all  cases  after  death, 
the  relations  of  the  deceased,  whether  his  widow 
or  his  children,  his  father  or  his  mother,  his 
brothers  or  liia  usters,  or  relations  in  any  other 
degraSi  were  by  inheritance  entitled  to  the 
wiK>le  of  Ids  estate,  in  wfaatsoerer  it  might 
oonnst;  whether  in  lands,  goods,  moneys,  or 
debts  due,  either  from  private  individuals  or 
from  Governments.  It  therefore,  this  be  a 
debt  of  obligation,  founded  on  contract,  to  the 
sarvivors,  it  is  equally  a  debt  of  obligation, 
founded  on  contracts  to  the  legal  re^iresenta- 
tives  of  the  deceased  officers.  And  it  would 
be  a  perversion  of  one  of  the  soundest  maxims 
of  lo^,  to  snnpose  that  the  death  of  a  creditor 
can9Cl8  the  debt,  or  lessens  the  obligations  <tf 
the  debtor. 

Hr.  President,  we  have  heard  it  stated,  dur- 
ing this  debate,  by  a  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Hr. 
BuoGLBS,)  that  a  revolutionarf  officer  of  dis- 
tinguished merit,  died  in  bis  neighborhood  but 
a  few  weeks  ago,  and  left  a  family  of  twenty 
children,  two  of  them  twin  girls  only  fbnr  years 
old.  Are  we,  Mr.  S.  asked,  to  close  our  eyes 
npon  tlie  daims  of  these  tender  and  helpless  in- 
£uits,  because  their  father  has  been  taken  from 
them  by  the  hand  of  death  ?  who,  had  he  sur- 
vived but  a  few  weeks  longer,  wonld  have 
shared  in  the  bounty  of  the  Government  asked 
for  in  this  bill.  Are  we  to  forget  the  dead, 
however  meritorious  their  clums,  clums  found- 
ed on  t^e  very  same  law,  governed  by  the  same 
rules  of  construction,  and  enhanced  by  the  pit- 
eous condition  of  the  objects  to  whom  it  most 
he  eqaally  due,  if  dne  to  any,  menHj  becanae 
we  behold  the  living  presenting  thanselves 
personally  before  us  ?  This  woiud  be  an  ex- 
hibition of  feeling  bat  little  to  the  credit  <^  the 
Concpress  of  the  United  States  I 

Congress  had  in  1781,  almost  at  the  dose  of 
the  war,  promised  by  a  resolution,  half  pay  for 
life  to  all  such  officers  as  should  remain  in  ser- 
vice to  the  end  of  the  war.  This  was  consid- 
ered an  odious  distinction,  and  became  exces- 
sively unpopular.  It  did  not  suit  the  genius  of 
this  country,  and  was  opposed  to  the  principles 
of  that  liberty  for  whidi  we  wen  then  strug- 


gling,  and  was  one  of  the  features  of  the  Brit-  j 
ish  Government  which  produced  the  contesL 
These  officers  viewed  it  in  thst  light  them- 
selves, and  wished  to  get  rid  of  it;  and  in  De-  i 
cember,  1782,  after  the  prdiminaz?  artides  , 
peace  had  hetia.  ugned,  votuntarily  stated,  in  a 
petition  to  Congress,  tiieir  belief  of  its  odioa 
character,  and  said  in  that  petition,    "Wt  s» 
willing  to  commute  the  half  pay  pledged,  for 
full  ps^  for  a  certidn  nnmher  oi  jean,  or  fw 
a  eertam  som  in  groas,  as  dull  be  agreed  to  by 
a  committee  sent  with  this  address." 

These  are  tiieir  own  words,  and  their  own 
committee,  sent  with  that  address,  ccmssted  of 
H^Jor  Gen.  H.  Knox,  Brig.  Gen.  Patterson,  Cd. 
Crane,  Col.  Maxwell,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Hnntiop-  : 
ton.  Col.  Webb,  Col.  Huntington,  Col.  Con-  | 
land.  Col.  Cummings,  ilm.  Scott,  Wm.  Eustii, 
Hospital  Suiveon,  Brig.  Gen.  Hazen.  Officm 
of  high  standing,  selected  and  deputed  fr«n 
among  themselves,  with  full  powers  to  msks 
the  arrangement  with  Congress,  what  conmra- 
tation  should  he  givMi  for  uie  half  pay.  And 
among  the  members  of  Congress  appointed  oo 
the  conmittde  to  make  tlus  amngemcnt  with 
the  committee  <^  officers,  was  Gen.  Alexioder 
Hamilton,  who  had  gone  through  the  vbols 
war  himself^  knew  the  relative  clums  tbcfs 
officers,  and  whom  he  was  <»e^  and  who  wm 
as  just  as  he  was  generons,  and  as  generoa"  at 
he  was  brave ;  which  was  really  suireodt-rin; 
almost  the  whole  matter  into  tlKir  own  bsods 
to  setUe,  and  it  was  setUed  to  be  equsl  to  fire 
years'  full  pay,  and  no  more.   And  when  set- 
tied  at  that,  it  was  not  made  oompnlsoiy  b;  the 
resolution  oS  Congress,  bat  left  optional  to  se- 
cept  the  five  yearr  full  pay  or  hold  cm  to  the 
bsJf  payfor  life.   Ten  Stsles,  Kew  HampdiiKs 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Islsno,  K«ir  i 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  DeUwB*  i 
Maryland,  andVirgimafacMpteditbylines,  sna 
not  a  murmur  was  heard  for  twenty-seven  yeaii  I 
afterwards,  when,  for  the  first  time^  they  broc^ 
itup.  Andatthedistanoeofforty-fooryesnths  i 
Senate  are  told  the  ccanmntation  was  uojus^  ' 
arbitrarily  settled  at  the  discretion  of  Coognm,  ! 
and  forced  upon  those  officers  without  >d]'  si* 
temative,  to  take  that  or  nothing;  and  that 
they  come  now  to  ask  justice,  and  demuii  s  I 
fulfilment  of  the  compact.    And  geatlemcs  I 
affirm  that  upon  principles  of  law  and  eq&itj,  | 
it  is  a  contract  not  yet  ndfilled,  and  which  in  s 
court  of  Justice  the  GoTanment  woold  to 
bound  to  fiilfll. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not  bron^t  up  st  tl» 
feet  of  Gamaliel,  bnt  he  understood  tbe  law  cf 
contracts  better  than  that.  To  render  a  cob- 
tract  binding  on  both  parties,  nothing  wm  » 
cessary,  but  that  the  parties  were  capable  to 
contract,  were  willing  to  contract,  and  srtuH/ 
did  contract.  And  if  capable  and  willing 
do  so,  they  conld  mske,  and  could  cbange  tbit 
contract  as  often,  and  into  as  many  forms  M 
they  pleased.  It  required  no  lawyer  to  ksov 
this.  It  was  every  day's  practice,  with  evciy 
man  in  the  GovemmenU  Bat  we  have  a  Cak* 
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ioa  of  pftjing  Govenmient  oontracta  as  often  as 
they  are  askod  for.  What  was  the  contract  1 
First,  that  the  officers  who  sboald  remoia  in 
tbe  Ann/  to  the  coDdnsioa  of  the  war,  should 
h  eotitled  to  half  pay  for  life.  Who  aaked 
todumgeitl  The (^cers thenuelTea.  When 
it  VIS  ciuutged,  to  whom  was  it  sabmltted  few 
•oeeptancer  To  the  offioen  themselTes.  Who 
did  accept  it  in  the  very  form  in  vhich  Con- 
|;ks9  h*d  pbced  it ;  to  be  pi^d  in  secnrities,  or 
interest  of  ax  per  cent,  per  annnm,  instead  of 
the  half  ^7  promised  for  life  f  After  thej  had 
dme  so,  It  voold  be  sportiog  with  the  rights 
of  the  GoTemment,  to  saj  the  contract  hod  not 
beea  fulfilled  on  her  part.  If  the  Government 
his  tnj  rights^  it  has  the  same  ri^ts  of  indi- 
TidoaU,  governed  bjr  the  same  rules,  and  enti- 
tled to  the  same  privileges.  And  it  would  he 
idle  to  saj,  when  the  Gtovemmeat  had  done  no 
Bore  than  to  meet  the  very  wiriies  of  the  o£S' 
Wn,  aod  gave  them  what  they  asked  for,  that 
tbe  oontrai^  was  not  folfilled,  beeaiue  the  ope- 
ntiona  of  the  change  had  not  proved  as  pros- 
perom  as  some  of  mem  had  wished. 

Ur.  President,  ourgratitnde  has  been  invoiced 
ott  this  ooca^on.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Ifr.  II.,)  has  read  various  letters,  written  bj 
Geo.  W^ingtoo  to  Congress,  stating  the  dis- 
eoDtent  of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  the  hard- 
Aipj  they  endured,  and  concludes  by  saying, 
tbey  would  have  qait  the  Army,  hod  not  Con- 
prmnised  them  the  half  pay ;  and  asserts, 
it  is  to  those  officers  that  we  are  indebted  for  our 
ciTil  and  religious  liberty,  as  well  as  fur  our  in- 
dependence as  a  nation,  wid  the  freedom  of  de- 
m  ve  now  exerdse  tn  this  Senate.  Hr.  S. 
Hid,  it  was  by  no  means  bis  wish  to  detract 
from  the  military  merits  of  those  officers ;  and 
moeh  less  would  he  have  supposed  they  were 
*ctaat«d  by  the  hope  of  pecuniary  reward,  to 
eoDtlnoe  in  the  Army,  hnd  not  the  gentleman 
tunuelf  affirmed,  it  was  the  promise  of  the  half 

Gi;  which  kept  them  there.  He  was  willing, 
■nscif;  to  ascribe  to  them  better  motives  for 
remuning  in  the  Army,  than  the  hope  of  pe- 
raniary  reward.  lie  was  willing  to  believe  it 
»B  patriotisra  that  kept  them  in  the  Army, 
AU  7oiir  gallant  men  prefer  the  thick  of  battle, 
■u  seek  death  itself  as  t^e  highest  reward  of 
wimre.  And  can  it  be  a  motive  to  an  Amer- 
1^  Senate,  to  pay  those  officers  a  second  time 
Mwse  tbey  woidd  have  left  the  Army  in  the 
nme  of  its  greatest  peril,  Imfc  fi»  the  prmnise  of 
half  pay  I 

Mr.  President,  it  is  an  error  that  is  gaining 
ponnd  in  proportion  as  we  recede  from  the 
period  of  the  revolution,  that  the  independence 
of  this  Government  was  achieved  solely  by  the 
'egolar  army.  It  is  an  error  that  has  been 
pwnoted  by  the  very  officers  themselves,  and  to 
which  genUemen  very  natorally  snbscribe  who 
witwased  no  part  of  those  times  which  tried 
">«  >  soBla.  That  war  was  a  war  without  a 
f^fwA.  It  was  forced  upon  the  people  of  this 
'™i*»7  when  they  had  neither  money,  arms, 
&or  ezperieaoe :  and  not  more  than  three  mil- 


lions and  a  half  of  a  population.  In  this  situa- 
tion they  hod  to  meet  a  brave  and  experienced 
enemy,  with  a  veteran  army,  and  experienced 
and  gallant  officers  at  its  head.  The  most  de- 
termmed  doubted;  but  there  appeared  to  be 
no  alternaUve,  and  a  general  entnuriasm  per^ 
vaded  the  whole  commuiuty,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions ;  and  all  who  valoed  freedom  were 
eager  for  battle,  in  defence  of  th«r  homes  and 
their  firesides,  and  death  or  liberty  was  the  uni- 
versal motto.  It  was  this  proud  eminence  as- 
sumed by  Uie  American  people,  that  gave  them 
liberty,  independence,  and  freedom  of  debate : 
not  the  soroi  J  mercenary  hopes  of  pecunlaiy 
reward. 

But,  said  Hr.  S.,  it  has  nearly  come  to  this, 
since  time  has  thrown  a  veil  over  those  scenes 
and  achievements  that  onght  to  characteri^ 
that  WOT,  that  we  are  taoght  to  believe  that 
during  tlut  war,  every  thing  was  quiescent,  and 
everybody  happy  at  home  ut  the  ei^yment  of 
th«r  fiwnfUaa  and  fortones,  except  uie  r^lar 
army ;  and  that  there  was  but  bttle  praise  due 
to  any  but  the  officers.  The  arguments  seem 
to  go  upon  the  ground  that  this  is  the  correct 
history  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Gentlemen 
who  entertain  tliis  opinion,  know  but  little  of 
that  war,  as  it  was  carried  on  in  the  three 
southern  States  of  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia, 

The  churman  (Mr.  W.)  has  told  us,  these 
officers  broke  up  their  connections  in  life,  and 
left  their  families  and  their  homes  to  serve  their 
country.  And  so  devoted  was  one  of  them 
that  he  left  hia  dead  £ather  nnburied,  to  enter 
the  Army.  This,  all  will  admit,  was  patriotic 
But  what  does  this  weigh  when  compared  with 
the  bloody  scenes  that  spread  horror  and  deso- 
lation throughout  the  two  Carolinas  and  Georgia, 
during  the  years  1779,  1780,  and  1781 ;  a  good 
part  of  which  time  you  had  no  regular  army 
there.  Whilst  the  British  Army  were  there 
ravaging  the  connby  wherever  they  went ;  not 
a  horse  in  the  country  upon  which  they  could 
lay  their  hands,  that  they  did  not  take,  to  re- 
pair the  waste  in  their  own  cavalry,  or  for  the 
use  of  their  baggage  wagons.  All  the  cattle, 
hogs,  sheep,  flour,  wheat,  com,  and  every  de- 
scnption  of  forage,  fell  a  prey  to  their  rapacity. 
And  what  was  not  consumed,  was  wantonly 
burned  and  destroyed.  The  tories,  following 
in  their  train,  burning  dwelling  honses.  out 
bttildiuBS,  and  fences,  and  layiiu  waste  with 
fire  and  sword,  idl  that  came  m  their  way. 
Plundering  the  defenceless  women  and  children 
of  any  little  remains  of  provisions  that  the 
Army  ml^t  have  left,  and  stripping  them  of 
tlieir  wearing  apparel,  and  the  very  bod  clothes 
that  covered  them  by  night.  Mothers  and 
daughters  who  had  seen  better  times,  labored 
in  the  field  to  procure  a  scanty  snbsistence ; 
whilst  the  fiithers  and  brothers  were  harassing 
the  enemy,  and  fighting  the  battles  of  their 
country.  Not  in  the  regular  army,  but  in  vol- 
unteer and  self-created  bodies;  self-truned,  and 
mounted  on  their  own  horses,  and  armed  with 


Digitized  by 


Googlp 


49i 


their  owQ  rifles,  and  other  arms,  sneh  as  thej 
conld  procure ;  all  at  their  own  expense,  wtth- 
oat  the  aid,  or  even  the  knowledge  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  The?  annoyed  the  enemy 
by  haog^  on  their  boraers,  kiUiog  their  light 
troops,  cutting  off  their  foraging  parties,  shoot- 
ing their  sentries  at  their  posts,  and  destroying 
and  disperGioR  the  tory  parties  wheresoerer 
they  assembled.  No  friend  of  his  country  could 
remain  at  home  in  safety.  Uany  who  ventured 
there  for  a  moment,  were  dragged  from  the  bo- 
soms of  their  fomilies,  and  butchered  at  their 
ovn'doora.  Others  who  were  taken  In  anhs, 
were  treated  as  rebels,  and  hong  upon  the 
limbs  of  trees,  on  the  road  mdes.  These  scenes 
became  bo  familiar,  that  the  spilling  of  human 
blood  lost  the  most  of  its  boirors. 

While  this  undisciplined  warfare  was  carried 
on  hy  the  eonmranity  at  larsot  by  a  spirit  of 
patriotism  untiralled,  Genenu  6nmt«r,  with  no 
other  authority  than  a  commiraion  mim  the 
Governor  of  the  Btate,  for  the  Legidative  body 
was  dispersed  by  tiie  enemy,  drew  to  his  stand- 
ard a  respectable  number  of  volunteer  militia, 
who  displayed  as  much  bravery,  and  fought  to 
as  much  purpose,  as  any  oontanental  troops  be- 
longine  to  the  regular  army.  They  alstin- 
gnishea  themselves,  and  were  victorious  in  al- 
most every  battle  they  fought.  Their  leader 
was  as  gallant  a  soldier  as  ever  drew  a  sword, 
witlt  all  the  qualities  of  a  cool,  circnmsgect 
general  His  successful  operations  were  more 
confined  to  the  middle  and  southern  parts  of 
the  State. 

General  Uorion,  who  acted  nnder  a  rimilor 
eomnusrion,  only  mnn  the  Governor,  confined 
Umself  more  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  State — 
whose  partisan  corps  were  entirely  volunteers, 
also,  if  r.  6.  said  uiat  he  might  be  more  accu- 
rate as  related  to  his  operations,  he  would  read 
it  from  Ramsay's  History  of  the  United  States. 
Speaking  of  the  promotion  and  success  of  Gen- 
eral Sumter  he  says :  "  About  the  same  time 
Karion  was  promoted  to  the  same  rank,  who 
in  the  northeastern  extremity  of  the  State, 
prosecuted  a  similar  plan.  Unfurnished  with 
the  means  of  defence,  he  was  obliged  to  take 
possession  of  the  saws  of  the  saw-mills,  and 
to  convert  them  into  hOTsanan^s  aworda.  So 
much  was  he  cUstressedforammnnltion,  that  he 
has  engaged,  when  he  hod  not  three  rounds  for 
each  man  of  his  party.  Various  schemes 
were  tried  to  detach  the  inhabitants  from  co- 
operating with  him.  K^}o^  Wemys  homed 
scores  of  houses  on  Pedee,  Linch's  Creek,  and 
Black  Hirer,  belonging  to  such  as  were  sup- 
posed to  do  duty  with  Marion,  or  to  be  subser- 
vient to  his  views.  Having  no  houses  to  shel- 
ter them,  the  camps  of  their  country  became 
their  homes.  For  many  months,  Uarion  and 
his 'party  were  obliged  to  sleep  in  the  open  air, 
and  to  stielter  themselves  in  deep  swamps. 
'  From  these  retreats  they  sallied  out  whenever 
an  c^iportunity  of  harassing  the  enemy,  or  of 
serving  their  country,  presented  itsdt" 
Uanoa  waa  a  man  d  laige  fiirtniie,  and  Uved 


at  his  ease.  He  abandoned  it  all,  made  the 
morasses  his  dwelling  place,  and  his  rations 
were  pardied  com  and  potatoes,  when  he  could 
get  them.  He  laajjamy  be  ceOed  the  Leoni- 
dai<tf  the  South.  He  never  was  defeated,  nor 
conld  the  atnmgest  threats,  <v  the  moat  flatter^ 
ing  promises  from  the  enemy,  indooe  him  for 
one  moment  to  forsake  the  canse  of  his  coon- 
try.  Sumter  and  ICarion  conld  have  had  any 
promotions  they  would  have  asked  fw  in  the 
British  Anay,  u  they  would  have  accepted  it. 
Or  if  they  would  have  hud  down  their  ann^ 
even  at  the  most  gloomy  moment  d  that  per* 
ilous  time,  they  could  have  been  ^^itectea  in 
their  persons  and  fortunes  by  that  anny.  Bat 
they  were  inspired  with  other  oonsadoatioB^ 
of  a  higher  character.  They  were  inqnred  Ij 
a  patriotism  and  love  of  conntry  that  never 
thed,  and  twight  them  to  lock  man  peaniiaiy 
rewards  as  tr^ ;  not  to  be  pnt  in  competitioa 
with  a  soldier's  honor,  nor  with  a  patriot^s  lore 
of  liberty.  Their  troops,  composed  as  they 
were,  entirely  of  volunteer  mifitisi,  from  die 
mass  of  citizens,  were  equally  iiisirfred  1^  llw 
same  motives.  There  never  was  a  regolar  snoy 
belonf^ff  to  fhe  Government,  from  the  beds- 
ning  to  the  end  of  the  revolutionary  wir,  umt 
endured  such  hardships,  who  fought  mofc  or 
more  socces^  battles,  or  rendered  more  ei-  j 
Bcntial  service.  These  men  never  receired  s 
farthing  from  the  General  Government  ndtbcr  I 
for  their  services  nor  their  anna,  which  tbcy 
furnished  for  themselves  for  the  most  part 
Nor  hu  a  sinf^e  man  among  than,  bowertr 
hacked  or  cut  to  pieces,  ever  been  placed  spaa 
your  Pension  Roll. 

Uany  of  the  first  citizens  of  South  Camliai 
were  seized,  incarcerated  in  prison  shiw,  tad 
sent  to  6t  Angustine,  and  other  unwhcsesoiM  ' 
climes,  to  sohdue  their  patriotism;  nmj  ft 
whom  perished.  Col.  Lauren^  the  elder, 
sent  to  England  and  imprisoned  in  the  Tom; 
to  subdue  his  own  patriotism,  and  strike  tmw 
in  others.  These  tortures  were  endared  I7 
men  who  lived  in  the  Ian  of  ease  and  fortUM^ 
all  of  which  was  abanaoned  to  the  reddest  1 
ravages  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  tb^  woeM 
abandon  the  cause  of  that  indepenonBe  ia 
which  th^  had  embarked.  Wasthcrea^sfi- 
cer  In  the  Continoital  Army  who  snfftred  wA 
hardships,  and  made  such  sacrifices  for  tlw 
cause  of  freedom  t  Who  is  there  who  woidd 
not  rather  rash  upon  the  spear  vt  his  connT. 
and  hazard  his  life  in  battie,  than  be  confined 
in  the  hold  of  a  prison  8hip,.in  an  nnvbole- 
some  clime  ?  At  Uie  same  time  these  secnefw 
horror  and  discomfort  were  going  on  in  Sooth 
Carolina,  Geoi^  and  Korth  Carolina  ven 
also  engaged  in  those  of  a  similar  chararter, 
except  that  the  British  Army  remained  jffiBci-  j 
pally  in  South  Carolina.  The  three  \ 
were  destitnte  for  a  long  time  <^eTea  the  sen- 
blance  of  a  regular  army.  It  was  the  gallistrj 
and  patriotism  of  the  formers  of  Vortb  Csr^ 
lina,  who  quit  their  ploughs,  and  cnfao&d  i» 
der  CoL  Cnwdl,  a  miUUa  officer,  that  teUQr 
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dflfeited  and  diq>ened  a  lam  body  ttf  Sootoh 
torie^  that  had  oidleeted  to  the  royal  standard, 
Mt  Cqie  Fear  BiTor,  in  l77fi,  and  gave  a  shook 
to  the  fonnidable  tory  party  in  vut  quarter, 
from  wtn^  it  neTor  ncorered.  This  was  ef- 
fected by  their  own  means,  without  the  aid  of 
1  CoDtinental  officer  or  soldier,  or  so  mnch  as 
I  libra  foroisfaed  by  tiie  General  Goremment. 
Tor  which  tiiey  never  reoalTad,  nor  did  they 
eren  tak,  a  iarUiing. 

These  achievements  were  followed  np  by  the 
ktde  of  Eiag's  Hoontuo,  in  the  autumn  of 
IT80,  under  GoL  Campl>ell,  of  Vir^nia.  CoL 
CleTrimd,  and  Col.  Shelby,  and  others  of  North 
Cuolina,  Col.  Lacey,  CoiL  Hill,  and  others  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  who  assembled  the  volanteer 
BiBtia<tf  thtir  neighborhoods^  to  stay  the  high- 
kioded  career  <tf  ue  eiienv ;  and  the  Listmun 
■sn  "They  had  so  little  of  the  medianism  of 
us  r^Blar  annj,  that  the  Colonels,  by  c(na- 
mxi  ooosen^  cmnmanded  each  day  alternately. 
Hie  hardships  these  volunteers  underwent 
vere  vny  great.  They  subsisted  for  weeks ' 
tt^etber  wiuiout  tasting  bread  or  salt,  or  spir- 
itwu  liquors,  and  slept  in  the  woods  without 
Uaak^.  The  ranoing  stream  quenched  their 
thirst.  At  night  the  eu-th  afforded  them  a  bed, 
ind  the  heavens,  or  the  limbs  of  trees,  were 
their  corering.  Ears  of  corn,  or  poupions 
throTn  into  the  fire,  with  occasional  supplies 
of  beef  or  veniscm,  killed  in  the  woods,  were 
&  diief  articles  of  their  provisions." 

Under  all  those  dtsadyantsges,  these  volunteer 
<rfBcen  and  mtiiwu,  witbont  a  nuanent's  trdn- 
iuft  met  a  veteran  <rfDcOT  of  great  ezperienoe, 
•lu  as  brave  a  partisan  officer  as  any  in  the 
Britiih  army,  on  ground  chosen  for  the  ooca- 
■M  by  himself;  and  with  a  very  small  loss  on 
tbeir^ut,  killed  and  wounded  226,  among  them 
CoL  Fergoson,  their  commander ;  and  took  800 

CQen,  with  all  their  arms,  ammunition,  and 
ige.  The  annals  of  the  whole  revolotion- 
*sr  do  not  afford  a  more  brilliant  achieve- 
ment, or  one  effected  with  more  cool  and  delib- 
■ste  bravery,  by  any  portion  of  the  r^tdar  army. 

It  were  these  resistances  and  these  successes 
ftit  gave  the  first  check  to  the  British  arms, 
it  dMrned  their  hopes  of  submission ;  and 
P^vved  ttat  freemen,  without  training  and 
without  ^sdpUne,  wore  too  brave  to  he  o(m- 
qwred. 

Those  men  and  officers  did  not  fight  your 
wttles  fiw  money.  They  never  cost  yonr  Gov- 
^ininHiit  a  ungle  cent.  They  fhmished  their 
050  rifles,  with  which  they  principally  fought 
I«y  furnished  their  own  clothes,  and  ^eir 
horses ;  and  their  slender  and  humble  ra- 
^  they  pitted  up  where  they  conld  find 
"Hn;  lod,  like  the  other  citizens  who  fought 
Mrbsttlest  wiUiout  the  aid  of  Government,  if 
>BT  were  wounded  ot  disaUed,  the  Govem- 
'Htt  his  positively  refliaed  to  ]daoe  them  on 
ue  Peiuioa  iUdl,  bnt  haa  lea  them  to  beg  their 
R«d,  or  starve^  if  they  ooold  find  no  relleC 
^7«t  we  are  ocmfiden^  told  by  santlttQen, 
nwis  debitei  that  w«  owe  oar  £ii&p«ndaiwa 


aa  a  natioa,  and  the  freedom  <rf  debate  which 
we  in  this  Senate,  exclusively  to  the  offi- 
OMB  of  the  Bevdntfcnary  army.  Gentlemen 
who  assert  this  fact,  have  never  known  by 
what  means  the  revolutionary  war  was  carried 
on  in  the  Carolinas  and  Geoma;  otherwise, 
they  must  have  fin^tten  it.  If  they  had  not, 
they  conld  not  say  that  freemen,  whose  blood 
had  streamed  in  torrents  in  the  prosecnti(m  of 
that  war;  whose  voIot  in  battle  nad  been  un- 
rivalled ;  who  had  sacrificed  their  fortunes,  and 
abandoned  their  families  and  their  homes,  and 
every  private  comfort  for  its  sapport,  owed 
their  independence,  and  freedom  of  debate  in 
this  Senate,  to  the  prowess  tit  other  ann 
but  their  own. 

Kr.  S.  remarked  ihat  U  had  been  affinned 
that  the  regular  Army  had  dd'oided  the  South- 
ern States.  Some  pwtions  of  the  recnlar  army 
had  been  there,  it  was  true,  bnt  had  rendered 
no  sort  of  service,  whatever,  until  the  arrival  of 
General  Greene,  in  1781. 

When  the  British  made  an  attack  on  Fort 
Moultrie,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1776,  before  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  with  a  view  ot 
reducing  Charleston,  General  Lee,  a  Continental 
officer,  next  in  command  to  General  Washing- 
ton  himself  instead  of  defending  the  fort  as  he 
onght  to  have  done,  declared  it  impossible,  and 
ordered  the  fort  to  be  surrendered ;  when  Col. 
Moultrie,  of  the  m^tia,  reftised  to  obey  the 
order;  bnt  said  he  wonla  oontinne  the  defence 
of  the  plaoe^  and  would  take  the  responriblUty 
of  a  fiiilure  nmm  himseUL  Tour  Continentu 
General  retina  to  a  place  <^  safety,  and  CoL 
Moultrie,  with  the  gaUantry  of  a  veteran,  sus- 
tained the  attack,  for  ten  hoars  in  succession, 
against  ten  British  Bhi|>8,  two  of  which  were 
fitty  gnn  sliips^  The  siege  terminated  in  the 
loss  of  one  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  a  total  re- 
pulse of  the  whole  fleet.  This  was  the  first 
essay  of  a  Continental  officer  in  the  South. 

The  next  was  General  Lincoln,  an  experi- 
enced Condnental  officer,  who,  on  the  12th 
day  of  Hay,  1780,  surrendered  to  the  enemy, 
without  the  fire  of  a  gun,  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton, both  the  Oratinental  and  militia  army, 
with  all  the  mmdtkmi  at  war,  and  upwards  01 
400  pieces  of  artUlenr ;  and  put  the  enemy  in 
the  strongbfdd  of  the  Sontnem  Stetes,  from 
whence  they  oould,  and  did  play  in  evei?  di- 
rection, to  the  great  embarraament  <h  the 
southern  section. 

Col.  Bnford,  with  a  refpraent  of  Continental 
infantry,  and  some  horsemen,  was  sent  to  the 
relief  of  Sooth  Carolina.  They  were  assailed 
by  CoL  Tarleton,  and  aiter  the  first  fire,  laid 
down  their  arms  and  sued  for  quarters,  which 
was  denied  them ;  and  they  were  literally  cut 
to  pieces.  And  a  great  portion  of  those  who 
were  not  atain  on  the  field,  had  their  arms  or 
hands  cut  att,  their  heads  and  bodies  hacked 
topieoea. 

General  QatMt  another  eiperienoed  Oonti- 
nental  offloer.  was  sent  to  801^  CaroUna  wiUi 
a  tnr  man  than  900  refiilar  troopa.  To  tbei* 
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were  added  8,000  militia  from  the  neighboring 
States.  With  these  4^000  men  he  met  the 
British  army,  near  Gamdm,  In  Sontb  Carolina, 
and  a  battle  enaoed.  No  sooner  did  the  enemy 
dlEpIay  their  colnnnu,  and  oonunence  a  heavy 
fire,  than  General  Gates  fled.  Nor  did  he  stop 
nntil  he  reached  Hillsborongh,  a  distance  of  160 
miles,  and  then  but  for  a  short  time.  The  Con- 
tinental soldiers  under  Baron  de  Kalb,  and 
some  of  the  militia  nnder  their  own  officers, 
fought  with  distinffuished  gallantry.  But  they 
were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  were  all 
either  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners.  But 
not  a  vestige  of  the  regular  army  remained  for 
active  operations.  And  with  them  were  taken 
all  the  artillery  and  200  baggage  wagons.  The 
State  was  agion  left  to  the  altematiTe  dther 
to  submit  as  rebels,  and  seek  protectiim  from 
the  enemy,  or  flriit  their  own  ntUe^  without 
the  least  ho^  of  assistance  from  the  General 
Government.  They  preferred  tbe  latter,  which 
thc^  carried  on  with  an  enthusiasm  tlut  was 
never  surpassed  and  but  rarely  equalled. 

This  state  of  things  continued  nntil  General 
Greene  went  on  the  next  year ;  and  even  then, 
much  was  done  by  the  militia.  At  the  Cow- 
pens  the  British  had  1,100  men,  and  the  Amer- 
icans not  more  than  800 ;  two-thirds  of  them 
were  militia,  who  were  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Pickens.  They  formed  the  first  line  a 
few  hundred  yards  in  advance,  and  received 
the  first  fire ;  then  fell  bock,  as  tliey  were  or- 
dered to  do,  and  immediately  rallied  and  Joined 
the  regulars  in  ohniwing  the  enemy  with  fixed 
bayonets,  which  threw  them  into  complete 
confusion,  and  five  hundred  of  the  Britidi  army 
lud  down  their  arms  to  the  militia. 

When  General  Greene  took  oommand  of  the 
southern  onny,  it  consisted  of  only  3,000  men, 
more  than  half  of  whom  were  militia.  The 
batties  he  fought  at  Guilford  and  Eutaw,  were 
said  to  have  been  the  two  best  fought  battles 
of  the  revolution;  and  more  than  half  his 
army,  at  each  place,  were  militia.  He  was  a 
man  of  peculiar  skill,  and  of  distinguished 
bravery ;  and  did  honor  to  the  cause  in  which 
he  was  engaged.  But  the  bravest  General 
could  not  fight  without  an  army,,  and  his  regu- 
lar soldiers  were  but  abont  1,000 ;  and  these 
were  kept  as  a  reserve.  Ilis  militia  were  al- 
ways placed  in  the  fht>nt  of  tlie  battle ;  many 
of  wliom  were  killed.  And  that  was  the  last 
the  General  Government  knew  of  them.  It 
neither  gave  them  pay,  honor,  nor  provided  for 
their  sutTering  families. 

The  war  in  South  Carolina  was  so  protracted, 
and  raged  with  such  violence,  tliat,  in  addition 
to  the  volunteer  services  of  almost  every  man 
in  it',  tliat  State,  instead  of  paying  one-thir- 
teenth part,  which  would  have  been  more  than 
its  proportion,  paid  more  than  one-fifth  part  of 
the  whole  expense  of  the  revolaUonaiy  war.' 
Whilst  the  great  State  <^  Kew  York  piOd  but 
$1,200,000,  South  Catolina  paid  14^000,000, 
although  ranked  among  the  small  l^tes.  The 
State  of  Uaiyland  paid  bat  $800,000.  Kot- 


[J»un,  IBM. 

witbstandinff,  it  is  urged  that  we  owe  our  Ub- 
erty  and  ittdependenoe  to  a  rerj  amall  r^nls 
army,  from  whose  effidwcy  sondieni  msim 
received  but  Uttle  asnstonoe,  when  eompand 
with  their  own  unceasing  effiMtb  Tbh  diisa 
of  the  petitioning  officers  is  placed  on  aoother 
^und,  as  extraordinary  aa  it  is  novel,  vbick 
M  that  the  certificates  given  in  conimiiUtioa 
for  tbe  half  pay,  had  been  purchased  from  thai 
by  speculators,  for  a  very  amall  connd«ratioD. 
Toe  aoawer  to  that  argument  is  i^sinlr  tliii: 
If  the  Government  were  bound  to  protect  iti 
citizens  from  tbe  grasp  of  8|>eculati(Ki,  it  would 
have  more  than  a  Herculean  labor  to  oerfcm 
Where  could  such  a  re^uisiticn  enat  Tbe 
Government  had  fulfilled  its  engagements,  ud 
it  twlonged  to  those  who  were  intereitedto 
guard  against  impontlon. 

Another  and  a  looder  eompWntagidnsttlii 
GoT^ment  is  ottered :  that  In  eitablialiiiig 
the  fkmding  system,  Congress  had  done  isjnsties 
by  deferring  a  portion  of  the  interest  for  tea 
years.  But  upon  a  ^ai  calculation  the  interHt 
will  average  more  than  five  per  cent.  And 
four  per  cent,  is  considered  a  very  bigb  per 
cent,  when  secured  upon  the  faith  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment, as  this  was.  It  ia  far  beyood  saj 
percents^  produced  by  your  beet  agricoltniiBti 
Moreover,  these  claims  were  plai^  P'^^ 
on  the  ground  of  the  claims  of  eveiy  other  dii- 
zen.  And  who  were  they  that  settl^l  tin  I 
principles  upon  which  the  public  debt  ni 
ninded  f  General  Hamilton,  and  man/  othir 
revolutionary  officers,  were  among  tbe  BOrt 
prominent  members  of  that  Conpen.  And 
General  Washington  was  the  PresideBt  sf  tbi 
United  States,  who,  by  virtoe  of  his  constito- 
tional  powers,  could  have  negatived  tbe  Is*- 
And  can  we  for  a  moment  suppose  tbst  be  I 
would  not  have  done  so,  had  he  seoi  aj  ' 
like  injustice  contained  in  it  I  We  do  oot  be- 
lieve he  ever  slumbered  over  tbe  rights  of  ibM 
officers  wtiomhehadoammaaided,udTboDibs 
reflected. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  officers  of  yoorIl<TOh" 
tionary  army,  had  been  more  liberally  land- 
ed tcr  than  any  other  class  of  men,  in  thi« 
ony  other  country.  In  addition  to  their  psy  i 
during  their  time  of  actual  BeTTio&  thev  vos 
promised  half  pay  for  lift,  after  they  ^oold 
retire  fVom  the  antay,  which  was  eommrted 
fur  five  years*  fhll  pay— whidi  was  a  mmj 
stretch  for  a  Government  at  the  dsvn  of  ia 
struggle  for  freedom — and  were  promiied  m 
received  lai^  tracts  of  valuable  lands. 
officer,  from  a  major-general  down  to  on  mngn, 
had  his  lands,  and  that  placed  upon  the 
fertile  spots.  In  addition  to  thi^  the  SoDtb« 
States  gave  their  officers  laige  trarta  of  »• 
finest  land  in  the  world.  Virginia  gsve  Uf^ 
ly  and  liberally  in  lands  to  her  oBem.  Sooth 
Carolina  did  the  same.  North  GiroHos  pn* 
to  each  brigadier-general  12,000  arrcs;  to  * 
colonel,  7,800;  to  a  captain,  S,600;  udto 
General  Greene  that  Btata  gam  95,000  wres 
that  were  said,  at  one  time,  to  bt  worth  faW,- 
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000.  To  that  meritorioos  offioer,  Georgia 
$22,600  in  maaejt  and  Soath  Oaro- 
lioi  gave  bim  (46,000  in  money.  These 
ven  free-will  offiaringe;  after  the  war  was 
ended,  whidi  thoee  mates  were  prompted  to 
milM,  to  exalted  merit,  for  distinguished  ser- 
Tiees;  ud  sorely  they  would  redeem  the  Oaro- 
haa  ud  Georgia  from  the  crying  sin  of  in- 


Bot,  said  Hr.  S.,  there  was  another,  and  a 
Terj  different  Tiew  to  he  taken  of  this  snhject, 
Thich  voold  prove,  beyond  a  doubt,  how  much 
farther  the  Government  had  gone  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  mUitary  man,  over  that 
cf  every  other  class  of  your  citizens.  The 
tevt^atiooary  war  o<mtinned  seven  years.  The 
npplies  fbr  the  armies,  during  tue  first  five 
jtm  of  that  war,  wen  fluniihed  by  the  eiti- 
laa,  ezdanTdy  for  paper  mmey ;  uien  called 
Cmtineatal  money  and  States  money.  The 
continental  money  was  issued  by  anthority  of 
CoQgrem,  and  bore  on  its  face  a  pledge  that 
it  would  be  redeemed  with  gold  or  silver.  The 
Cmgress  issiwd  $241,663,^ ;  to  secure  the 
eorrency  of  this  mon^,  on  the  11th  of  Jann- 
irv,  17T6,  Coogreas  passed  a  law  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

"Hut  if  any  peraoii  duD  hereafter  be  so  lost  to 
d  Tirtve  sad  regard  for  his  country,  as  to  refiiM  to 
KodTe  nld  bUls  in  peymeot,  or  obrtntct  and  diB- 
comi^  tbe  currency  orcircnlstioQ  thereof,  and  shall 
be  duly  coDTieted  thereof,  such  person  shall  be 
dwmed,  publiahed,  and  treated  as  an  enemy  of  his 
Gwuitrj.and  precluded  from  all  trade  or  Intereootse 
villb  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies." 

On  the  Uth  of  January,  1777,  the  Congress 
pwed  anotlier  law  to  support  and  enforce  this 
cureney,  in  the  fidlo  wing  words : 

"Whmaa  the  conUnental  money  ought  to  be 
Kq^»rted,at  the  ftill  value  expressed  in  tne  respec- 
6n  bills,  by  the  inhi^ilaaU  of  these  States,  for 
vluMC  benefit  they  were  issued,  and  vbo  stand 

bound  to  redeem  the  same,**  &e. 

And  thus  it  goes  on  to  make  it  as  penal  as 
the  English  language  could  express  it 

Under  these  very  penal  laws,  and  from  dieir 
^nutioD  to  their  oonotry,  the  citizens  received 
UiU  money,  $241,662,760,  for  the  support  of 
that  war;  and  when  the  war  ceased,  the 
DMnejr  ceased  to  circulate,  and  fell  dead  in  the 
^■Is  of  tlie  last  holders.  Not  a  single  cent 
of  that  cnormooa  amonut  continental  money, 
irithoot  which  yonr  army  would  have  been 
s  cipher,  Las  yet  been  paid  to  your  honest 
^ers  who,  supported  your  armies  npon  the 
plighted  fiuth  of  your  Ooverument,  that  it 
voold  be  psid  at  Uie  ooncluuon  of  the  war. 
^  a  militia  man  has  ever  received  a  farthing 
tor  his  services,  nor  the  widows  or  childreu  of 
ndt  as  fell  in  battle,  have,  in  one  instance,  re- 
OHTod  the  bounties  of  the  Government.  Pay 
de)^  beEwe  yoa  talk  oi  your  gratitude. 
Bidtheie  dasses  of  your  dtuens  looked  to  their 
P^c^nuvy  iotereita  in  tha  hour  of  peril,  infstead 


of  devoting  their  lives  and  their  fortunes  to  the 
pnhlio  service,  and  the  puhlio  jood,  notwitb- 
standiugall  your  revfdulitHiaryoffloen,  and  your 
revoln^nary  armiea,  you  would  nt  have  been 
Britiab  subjects,  and  these  States  British  prov- 
inces. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  gentlemen  who  ad- 
vocate this  claim,  your  are  unable  to  pay  your 
militia,  and  nnahle  to  redeem  your  continental 
money.  Is  this  the  justice,  said  Mr.  S.,  of 
which  you  boast?  This  one-sided  Justice;  is 
this  to  characterize  the  justice  of  your  countrf, 
pay  your  favorites  a  second  time,  and  permit 
yourselves  to  slumber  over  the  rights  of  all 
others,  because  you  cannot  spare  the  money 
to  pay  them,  from  your  thousand  projects! 
nils  would  be  justice  with  a  vengeance. 

Hr.  BoBKm  said:  In  H>eaking  to  this  sahjeot^ 
I  thaU  weakwily  to  the  legal  obligation,  if  any, 
of  the  United  States,  in  this  case.  For  thou^ 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleinaa 
from  North  Oomlina,  (my  flriend,  if  he  will 
permit  me  to  call  him  so,)  that  appeals  in  this 
case  to  the  gratitude  and  magnanimity  of  the 
nation,  imply  the  absence  of  l^oi  obligaUon,  of 
the  apprehension  of  that  absenoe;  I  do  agree 
that  this  question  is  not  to  be  determined  on 
those  appeals,  nor  to  be  infiuenoed  by  them,  an^ 
further  than  as  they  are  snstaiued  by  that  ohh- 
gatioD,  I  am  the  more  anxious  now  to  speak  to 
that  point,  aa  it  has  been  more  particularly 
challenged  by  the  learned  and  able  gentleman 
from  South  Garcia,  who  has  Just  taken  his 
seat 

The  legal  question  I  take  to  be  this—whether 

supposing  the  commotation  not  to  be  equal  to  the 
half  pay  for  life,  the  United  States  arennderaa 
obligation  to  make  good  the  difference ;  an  obli- 
gation either  legal  or  equitable ;  for  as  to  Govern- 
ment, there  la  no  difference  between  the  legal 
obligations  and  the  equitable;  both  have  the 
same  common  foundation  in  Joatice;  their 
difference  is  only  a  differenoe  of  forms;  and 
these  forma  b«long  to  courts,  not  to  Govern- 
ments. 

I  begin  this  inqniry  by  sayino:,  that  the  act . 
of  1760,  providing  half  pay  for  life  for  the  offi- 
oen  of  the  Bevwutionaiy  army,  who  should 
serve  to  the  dose  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
became  a  oontraot  with  those  officen  who  did 
serve  to  the  close  of  that  war.  The  pronnsitioa 
made  to  tit&n  in  that  act,  was  a  conditional 
one ;  and  when  the  proposition  was  accepted, 
and  the  condition  was  performed  on  their  ^lart 
it  became  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  strictly  and  techoicafiy  so  speakiog^-a 
contract  with  tliose  officers,  not  as  a  body,  but 
with  each  individual  officer.  In  1788,  when 
the  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  and  ratified, 
these  contracts  were  perfected  and  perfect,  and 
became  from  that  moment  obligatory  upon  the 
United  States;  and  are  still  obligatory,  nnlesB 
they  have  been  rescinded  by  each  individual 
acting  for  faimsdt  Fw  aevnu  parties  to  sever- 
al oontraots,  cannot  rescind  those  contracts  for 
(me  another;  nor  can  a  toa^oAtj  of  all  thoaa 
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parties  rescind  tiwm  tot  alL  The  Idea  li  pra- 

posteroos. 

If  these  contracts  have  been  rescinded,  it 
must  be,  I  repeat,  bj  the  mdlTidoal  assent  of 
each  officer  to  the  resoindhig  act,  whatever  that 
act  may  be.  If  that  assrat  has  been  girei^  I 
agree  it  is  not  material  in  what  form  it  was  giv- 
en; Qor  whether  by  words  or  hy  acts;  whether 
expressed  in  the  former,  or  hn^ied  br  tim  lafr> 
ter:  but  the  foot  of  the  Hieiit,  and  of  the  iodl- 
Tidaal  Hieati  is  matariaL 

Kowasto  Iheeridenoe  of  thif  assent  The 
votes  of  the  army  Unei^  determined  by  m^t^- 
ties  in  those  lines,  i»  Dot  evidence  of  iudividnal 
assent;  not  even  in  those  minorities;  for  it  is 
Imposable  to  say  who  voted  in  those  m^ori- 
^es ;  and  who  did  not  vote  in  them ;  it  is  impoa- 
nble^  therefore,  to  bring  home  the  assent  to  any 
onetn^vidualinpartio^ar.  And  there  b  no  pr»- 
tenoe,  to  say  that  these  votes  were  unanimous. 
Had  iSiey  been  unanimoos,  it  woald  have 
amoanted  to  the  reqai^te  proo^  as  to  each  iodi- 
Tidoal ;  bat  they  were  not  nnanimooa;  and  the 
proof  is  that  the  votes  were  reported  to  Congress 
as  majorities  merely ;  a  mj^jority  of  the  whole, 
oartainly  is  not  the  wbcde;  regarding^  then,  the 
Totes  «  these  mi^oiite  aa  not  being  evidence 
of  hidiiidaal  assmfr— whi^  eridenoe  of  individ- 
lud  assent  remains! 

It  is  said  tliat  the  aets  of  tliese  officers  imply 
this  assent;  thai  in  point  of  fact  they  did 
aocept  of  the  commutation  note^  given  as  a 
anbatitate  for  half  pay,  and  did  remve  them  In 
lien  of  half  pay;  that  this  implied  assent,  and 
was  iadividoally  given.  All  this  U  very  tnie^ 
and  would  be  qoite  oootdosiva  against  the  offi- 
cer, if  this  assent  was  volnntary.  Here  is  the 
toroing  point  of  the  wh<^  case.  If  this  assent 
was  Tolnntary,  it  waa  oonclndve  against  the 
officer;  bot  if  it  was  oompalsory,  it  waa  not 
OMielndve.  Biaw  was  the  net! 

If  altematin  had  been  presented  to  the 
offieer-^iere,  take  these  eoromiitation  notes,  or 
take  ymr  half  pay  for  life;  and  be  bad  taken 
the  commutation  notes,  the  aoceptanoe  wottid 
have  been  condodve  npon  him,  becaase  then 
it  would  have  been  volnntary.  Bnt  this  alter^ 
native  was  not  presented  to  mm.  The  alterna- 
tive presented  to  him  waa  this-^ere,  take  these 
oonmintation  notei^  or  take  nothing— yes^  or 
take  nothing.  That  this  was  the  alternative  ia 
addent;  first,  beoanae  Congress  snpposed,  and 
acted  upon  Uie  idea,  that  these  omoers  had 
agreed  to  aocept  the  commutation  in  lien  of  the 
half  pay;  and  were  to  be  held  precluded*  Then 
in  conseqneuoe  of  this  anppoaitira,  beeaoae  Con- 
gress had  made  and  oontem|dated  making  no 
provision,  wUier  tti>i«*^i*t^  or  pronective^  for 
satisfying  these  lift  ammitieB,  in  case  the  oommn- 
tatioa  notes  should  be  refosed,  by  these  offioers, 
or  by  any  of  them.  The  alternative  presented, 
thm,  unquestionably  was  this— either  take  tbeae 
notes,  cr  take  nothug;  And  mrely  an  acoepU 
tanoe  thns  constrained,  thus  compelled,  was 
not,  and  could  not  be  called  volnntary.  A 
coaatrained  aoo^tanoe  a  Toliutary  aoeept- 


[FfeanAaT,l8& 

anoel  Vhy,  it  ia  a  omtradiotioa  in  lem 
Ton  might  as  well  say  that  a  release  of  a  pri- 
vate debt  for  half  its  amoont,  waa  a  vidnoUr; 
release  and  a  binding  diseliarglB.-  No :  as  in  that 
case,  the  debt  woald  still  be  a  sobsbtuig  itit, 
atleaatforthenusatisfiedbalaBoa;  aotmsobti- 
gmtioD  is  still  a  subsisting  obligation,  nnleu  tfae 
commutation  was  a  fsir  equiTalMit  for  the  half 
pay.  This  question  then  ansee  whethsritwn 
a  fsir  equivalent;  andif  so^  wbetbor  tUscqaiTa. 
lent  baa  beenp^  op  aoowdlng  to  tbe  tcfw  of 
tUscentracb  BntapontbcsequeetloBsIdoiMt 
propose  now  to  speak.  Bolh  have  been  to  d«r- 
ly  explained  by  the  honorable  gentleman  vlw 
made  the  repwt,  and  by  otbera  in  this  dcbrte, 
that  if  I  made  the  attempt,  I  coold  not  bap*  to 
ahed  QpoD  them  any  additional  light  1  could 
but  r^wab  what  tfaey  have  stated,  aad  I  ftar  I 
should  bat  weaken  what  I  ni>eet«d. 

Mr.  Chamtojeb  said  be  waa  no  lawyer,  and  M 
not  understand  the  natore  of  cootraeta.  Bot  be 
gathered  from  what  had  been  said,  tiiat  if  107 
oriffinal  oontrat^  was  dtanged  by  tlw  oaoaat 
of  tin  parties,  it  waa  still  binding.  It  appeaa 
that  a  m^nity  of  the  oOcem  did  accept  tks 
terms  of  the  onnmatatioo,  and  thatn^O'HiriB 
his  opinifui,  swept  aw^y  tbo  origiBal  esotiaet. 
And  be  looked  npon  tiie  aooeptence  of  the  eoo- 
mutaticm  oertifloates  aa  a  proof  positive  of  tbdr 
aoqnieaoeooe  In  tlie  terms  pn^>osedv—OtberwiK^ 
said  Mt.  0.,  I  oonsider  it  bmding  on  thedsimaon 
to  show  evidence  that  they  did  not  vote  for  the 
commutation  taw.  If  that  ootdd  be  dtcm,  & 
case  woald  have  been  made  oat 

Ur.  Bmitb,  of  Maryland.  I  remarked  00  afir- 
mer  occasion  that  the  Southern  fines  never  M 
vote.  General  Greene  never  pnqioanded  tbe 
question  to  th«  offioere  nnder  him  sml  1^ 
they  returned  home  they  waca  focwd  to  aooft 
the  certificates. 

Mr.  WooMJTOT  observed,  that  there  nrnr 
waa  any  proof  of  the  occeptanoe  <rf  hv 
tbe  officers,  with  tbe  exception  of  tbe  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Bnt,  was  it  not 
evident  that  those  who  did  not  vote  fiv  the  Ul 
were  those  who  were  under  thirty  yesrs  of  aget 
They  were  tboee  al<HW  who  were  to  be  b^mA 
by  it  Bendea,  it  is  well  known  that  the  seoior 
offioers  had  allowed  tiie  yoanger  oSBam  to  p 
home  on  fhrlougb,  eonaeqoenuy  they  was  not 
[ffesent  when  the  vote  waa  taku  in  tbsir  i*- 
spective  lines. 

FmoAT,  Felmiary  1. 
Sitrtinng  Cffi^n  ^  JZevoAitipa. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  reli^  of  eotaa 
surviving  tdSosn  of  the  Sevohitkaary  aray, 
wastak«i  ^p. 

Kr.Mi.ooH  rose,  and,  after  some  general  re> 
marka,  prmonaoed  a  hi^  eneominm  on  tbf 
militan'  aervices  of  the  gentieman  fi«n  UtfT* 
land,  (Mr.  Smith.)  As  to  the  claims  of  Umm 
officer^  wo  all  know  the  straits  to  vhiefc  m 
Government  waa  put  to  get  alo^  at  Otf 
time;  and  that  thaOld  Congress  vss  so  ^ 
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ruB  that  they  tried  to  get  Undi  to  pay  their 
debts  with.  And,  befim  the  oonstitntion  vat 
idMted,  the  State  of  Vir^nia  suneiidered  her 
imiB  to  the  United  Btates ;  whether  viielj  or 
not,  I  don't  pretend  to  say.  The  GovmuMnt 
waoted  these  lands  to  raise  funds  to  pay  off 
their  obligations.  The  States  conld  not  help 
them.  A  great  portion  of  the  eonntiy  had 
been  ao  des&oyed  that  it  was  as  mnoh  as  the 
people  ooold  do  to  lire.  Almost  erery  man 
bid  been  homt  out  at  the  end  of  the  war ;  «nd 
tlt&t  lamily  which  had  a  oow  left,  was  consid* 
ered  fortnnate.  Well,  sir,  yon  now  coll  on 
thus  people,  or  their  desoendaots,  to  help  these 
offlcm  whose  families  were  better  off  dnring 
Oh  time  of  danger. 

Kr,  bad  I  a  talent  tor  deaorfption,  I  would 
i&sfiij  to  you  a  pictore  of  those  tinic^  whieh 
wonld  shake  the  stoutest  heart.  I  woold  show 
jtn  the  wretched  women,  (whose  hosbands 
were  defending  the  coontry  in  the  militu 
nutks,)  with  &eir  hungry,  barefoot,  almost 
oaked  children  hanging  round  them,  contom* 
[Jiting  the  burning  mina  of  their  homes — 
vithunt  a  shelter,  and  without  a  morsel  to  sup- 
fij  the  wants  of  their  weeping  babes.  These 
thio^  have  passed  away;  and  thousands  of 
instaaoes  like  this  are  not  now  remembored, 
Tbe  Old  Congress  had  the  most  di£Bcult  task  to 
Mtde  the  aceonnts  of  the  States.  Ilia  own 
SUtepud  milliiHis,  besides  the  vast  amount  of 
printe  lonea.  The  peo^e  entered  into  the 
coDteit  widk  the  utmost  spirit,  and  followed  tike 
ootty  with  as  much  avidity  as  ererCcd.  Bomie 
followed  an  Indian  in  hia  life.  There  was  a 
ctntiinul  Bkirmishing  kept  up;  and,  on  the 
British  flid&  when  the  .Ajnericaos  were  taken 
or  nrprisecl,  it  was  whipping,  hanging,  and 
bnming.  When  the  paper  money  ran  out, 
vhit  was  to  be  done  f  It  could  w^  be  recol- 
Iwted  what  was  the  state  of  the  country  after 
the  battle  of  Guilford.  The  paper  money  hod 
nn  oQt,  and  there  was  no  specie.  Congress 
thcB  took  op  a  new  plan,  and  the  Continental 
bSU  run  down  to  one-eighth  of  their  nominal 
nkt,  which  the  gentleman  from  Harylaod 
Tenr  wdl  knows.  In  my  State  then  was  hut 
m»  Gontinenbd  money.  The  State  stnwk 
UBS  ^apn  of  iU  own,  which  sold  at  10  per 
mt,  and,  whoi  the  confiscated  property  was 
uld,  the  notes  were  rede«ned.  This  was  not 
^  by  aaj  other  State ;  and  many  of  the 
Ststes  pud  the  interest  on  the  Continental  cer- 
tificates. Tbe  last  cow  and  tbe  last  horse  went 
to  keep  up  the  contest ;  and  perhaps  nothing 
*i>  las  thought  of  than  indiridual  interest. 
^^KTswere  no  bettu*  troops  in  the  war  than 
tbe  Hoes  of  Maryland,  PenoaylTania,  and  Dela- 
^n-y  but  it  was  no  safer  for  the. inhabitants 
to  be  with  them,  than  with  the  enemy.  The 
f^gniu  troops  were,  he  knew,  very  maok  dis- 
^^«wd;  but  were  they  more  eo  than  the  nd- 
litial  Tb^  vera  oU  iMid  alike  with  the  Con- 
tnuotiloertUlcatea.  ETeiybody  was  oampeUed 
*o  >nake  saorifioea ;  and  it  was  worse  wr  tbe 
pctvbto  get  along  than  settling  a  new  oonn- 


try.  The  eontributimu  had  been  so  closely 
leried,  and  the  ravagea  ao  great,  that,  where 
the  two  armies  had  been,  there  was  no  pro- 
Tisions,  and  few  houses.  The  Continental 
money  was  the  only  eurenoy  in  the  country. 

Oen.  Hamilton  was.  a  man  who  undertook 
f^w  things  that  he  did  not  understand ;  and  he 
took  greatpains  to  get  this  commutation  done 
for  the  officers.  It  could  hardly  be  supposed 
that  he  would  do  what  would  be  iiHunons  to 
his  fellow-offloers.  The  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee hod  mentioned  the  climates  of  Carlisle 
and  Vontpelier  as  standards.  Tbey  are  both 
healthy  plaoes.  But  do  they  suppose  that  they 
will  a^ly  to  this  country  ?  Col.  Hamilton  was 
snffioiently  acqniunted  with  the  matter,  and 
knew  tbe  rates  of  annaltiei,  and  he  fixed  upon 
fire  years.  Tbe  oommatation  was,  no  doabt,  a 
matter  of  Ratification  to  the  officers  at  toe 
time.  But  it  was  maintained  by  tbe.gentleman 
over  the  way,  and  by  the  genUonan  from  New 
York,  that  every  inmviduu  among  the  officers 
did  not  assent  to  it  But  it  was  decided  by  Uie 
majority  of  the  lines,  and  that  was  Bofficient. 
The  same  principle  applied  on  the  adoption 
the  constitution.  That  was  done  by  the  vote 
of  nine  States.  It  was  then  argued  that  it 
most  be  done  by  the  vote  of  the  whole ;  bat 
the  m^ority  ruled.  And  so  it  ought  to  in  thia 
case,  it  is  said  that  the  elder  officers  made  a 
good  bargain,  while  the  younger  ones  soffisred. 
Bat  is  H  to  be  sni^Kwed  that  the  waior  oS&tsat 
would  make  a  good  bargain  fbrthenudves,  uaA 
a  bod  one  for  their  Juniors  t  Nothing  has  the 
eflFect  to  prodnoe  matual  attachment  more  than 
mntufll  suffering ;  and  these  men  had  suffered 
together.  Would  General  Wayne  or  General 
Smallwood,  who  began  the  revelation,  and 
w«it  through  it,  have  done  so  ?  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  I  say,  sir,  that,  with  regard  to  thia 
bill,  no  man  has  any  claim  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  more  than  he  received :  neither  these 
officers  nor  the  militia.  Bat,  ^ould  I  admit 
their  olum,  and  allow  that  it  was,  as  the  gen< 
tieman  tells  ua,  founded  on  equity,  will  it  be 
urged  that  a  man's  dums  of  this  kind  don't 
deeoend  to  his  hdrs?  Does  the  gentieman 
from  New  York  think  sot  Bnt  every  thina 
was  now  Afferent  Every  thing  was  turned 
npride  down.  It  was  once  supposed  that 
when  a  man  died  he  paid  his  lost  debt,  and 
settled  his  aooonnta  with  the  world.  But  it  ia 
not  so  now. 

The  history  of  the  revolution,  as  to  the  par- 
tisan warfare  in  the  Southern  country,  had 
never  Mven  any  idea  of  the  troth.  The  mem- 
ory of  Samter  and  Marion  was  held  in  high 
esteem ;  but  half  that  they  did  was  never  told, 
except  by  some  old  people  to  the  cliildren  of 
the  present  day.  But  history  don't  stoop  to 
the  militia.  The  battle  the  Cowpens  Is 
almost  tite  only  action  that  figurei  in  the  bi^ 
tory  of  the  war  in  iha  South.  Bat  I  hm  a 

rtlenian  in  my  eye  who  did  aa  gallant  a  thing 
the  militia  as  was  ever  done  by  regular 
troops,  Nobo4y  bad  a  greater  xa^eot  fiw  the 
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Tflgnlan  and  mUHia  who  fought  at  the  Oow- 
pens :  hvt  there  was  another  action  performed 
oy— {The  name  of  the  officer  escaped  the  Re- 
porter, (he  thinks  it  was  Col.  Tazewell,)  as  also 
the  location  of  thia  battle.  Hr.  K.,  at  this 
point  of  his  remarks,  directed  his  speech  to  an- 
other part  of  the  Ohamber,  and  was,  conse- 
quently, not  heard.] — ^That,  he  considered,  the 
most  important  event  of  the  war.  There  were 
among  the  hnmbler  officers  many  striking  ex- 
amples of  brarery  and  patriotism.  There 
were  many  others  who  sacrificed  vast  fortunes 
in  supporting  the  canse  of  the  revolution.  In 
tiie  State  of  New  York  there  were  some  strik- 
ing iostanoea  ctf  the  kind.  GoTemor  Clinton 
was  mwe  honored  hy  hia  actions  than  hy  the 
Vke  Presiden<7;  aira  his  stabbom  whiggeiy 
galve  him  the  strongest  hold  on  the  afibo^na 
the  people. 

It  was  impossible  to  go  into  the  revolution- 
ary war  and  make  selections  of  individuals,  or 
do  justice  to  any  one  set  of  men.  It  was 
utterly  impossible.  He  recollected  when  Mr. 
Monroe's  bill  was  introduced  in  the  otiier 
House,  only  fonr  hundred  thousand  dollars  was 
asked  for.  The  sum  faaa  gone  on  increanng — 
and  it  only  shows  that  this  thing  is  like  putting 
your  hand  to  the  idongh — you  never  can  get 
off  again.  Toa  take  one  step,  and  you  must 
go  on.  It  is  an  unpleasant  thing  to  oppose  any 
measure  which  the  Senate  thinks  fonnded  in 
justice — ^but  it  was  hia  honest  opinion  that  this 
Dill  ought  not  to  pass.  He  should  be  sorry  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  any  one.  The  bill  would 
have  sdted  him  better,  had  it  pointed  out  how 
much  each  grade  of  officers  was  to  receive. 
He  should  then  have  liked  it  better,  ^though, 
even  in  that  form,  he  shoidd  not  have  voted 
for  it.  The  sum  now  put  in  was  in  the  lump ; 
and  he  did  not  know  how  it  was  to  be  divided. 
As  to  the  sufferings  of  these  officers,  other 
,  classes  of  people  had  suffered  equally.  He 
knew  instances  where  individuals  had  had  their 
houses  burnt  over  twice. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  said,'  the 
oOier  day,  a  great  deal  about  the  ^ory  and 
honor  of  the  country.  But  I  like  some  other 
things  much  better.  For,  dr,  when  I  hear  of 
dory  and  honw,  I  always  think  of  war  and 
bloodshed.  The  happiness  of  the  people  seems 
to  me  much  better,  and  I  should  oe  more 
pleased  to  see  the  duty  on  salt  taken  off,  than 
increased  by  a  war,  in  which  the  oonntry  was 
to  g^n  honor  and  glory.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  York  don't  wont  to  see  it  lessened. 

[Mr.  M.  here  made  an  allusion  to  John  Han- 
cock and  Samuel  Adams,  which  was  not  heard 
l^-  the  Beporter.] 

We  are  t<dd  by  the  gentlemen  over  the  way, 
(Maasra.  WoominrT,  Busnor,  and  Habbuon,) 
that  it  is  a  debt,  whioh  this  hill  ia  to  pay.  But 
I  should  like  to  know  how,  nnder  that  aivu- 
nent,  they  can  bring  forward  thwr  olafan,  mth 
a  receipt  in  Aill  staring  it  in  the  fboe.  And  X 
ask  whether  this  bill  is  any  more  a  ftdfllment 
of  the  oontraet  than  the  oommntadin  aott 


Do  you  propose  to  pay  the  fidl  amonat  of 
half  pay  T  No,  you  give  them  the  old  certifi- 
cates, with  interest.  Fashions  are  cootiaullj 
changing.  The  time  ia  within  ray  memoiy 
when  we  were  a  tt^  orat^t,  and  happT  peo- 
ple. We  go  now  for  glory  and  honor,  as  tbe 
gentleman  from  New  York  oI>eerves.  We  iw 
told  continually  that  this  is  a  great  and  grav- 
ing pem>le.  I  think  we  are  growing  ratber  too 
fii^  The  poverty  of  the  pet^Ie  is  never  taken 
into  oonsideration.  We  count  the  Dnmben 
only.  I  ask,  if  this  was  a  claim,  wbyit  did  uM 
go  to  tbe  Committee  on  Claimat  What  need 
wasttwre  for  a  Bdect  Ctnomlttaal  Itirn^I 
suppose,  to  force  to  die  appUeatkn.  Tie 
reaf  reason  why  the  commntatiMi  act  ni 
passed,  was  that  penricHis  were  thongbt  &- 
graoeftiL  This  induced  the  officers  to  coiueiit 
to  conmmte  their  half  pay.  He  tbongkt  dN 
principle  of  this  bill  no  better  tiian  tSat  pro- 
pcwed  in  the  time  of  Hr.  Monroe. 

[Mr.  BaBBinr  here  handed  Mr.  Uacos  a 
paper — on  which  Mr.  M.  made  an  ackaowled^ 
ment  of  being  in  error — ^but  In  what  re^wl, 
the  Beporter  oould  not  hear.] 

The  gentleman  from  Kew  York  has  said  tliM 
it  is  a  reproach  upon  the  countiy  th^  tbi*  ditt 
has  not  been  pidd  befcwe.  I  should  Uke  to 
know  who  caused  this  reproadL  If  wc  lad 
the  wealth  <tf  all  the  wm-ld,  we  could  sot  pi 
rid  of  it.  Do  all  yon  can,  you  cannot  ai&$ 
all  the  cldms.  You  may  live  to  be  as  oW  «i 
Methuselah,  and  you  conld  not  do  it.  S<hik 
gentlemen  think  it  could  be  done  with  a  ie« 
millions.  But  we  have  enough  to  do  to  lake 
core  of  onrselvcs.  The  genuonan  alw  uid 
that  the  commutation  was  inadeonate— ^  u 
the  same  breath,  be  praised  the  Old  C«%re^ 
who  framed  it,  in  the  bluest  manner.  ^ 

I'll  say  no  more  on  that  point  W*>e  beai 
told  about  Shylock  doings,  Ac  What  tbert- 
mork  applies  to,  I  don't  know.  I  beliew  1 
have  said  enough  to  show  that  It  cant  i^r  to 
the  Old  Gongresa.  I  don't  know  bat  itnw 
refer  to  thoee  who  vote  ag^ist  tfab  » 
must  apply  to  somebody.  Really,  he  did 
see  how  uiis  oonntry  conld  have  been  owe 
hivish  in  expenditures.  But  every  means  mo* 
be  token  to  increase  them.   We  muat  ft™  J* 

gublic  debt,  and  divide  five  millions  spioiutM 
tates.  Next  to  the  army  which  achievwl  oar 
independence,  those  men  will  dcM-m  tw 
thocks  of  the  nation,  who  shall  wipe  tbe  pnj- 
lio  debt  from  the  records  of  the  cauttry.  U 
had  been  said  that  one-third  was  k»t  bj  » 
funding  system,  I  never  heard  that  fart :  W 
as  soon  as  the  ftindins  syston  1>^'^PT 
were  riders  from  Philadelphia,  and  hew  T»rt. 
and  the  eastward,  scattered  all  over 
try  as  thick  as  ever  tin  peddlers  w«e, 
up  the  pape^-whidi  gave  a  spring  to  tbe  t«fr 
neas,  rather  than  otherwise.  Tbae 
post  roads  then,  but  people  could  traTcl.  ijw 
their  interests  were  conowiwd,  without  tw«. 
Will  any  gentleman  lay  his  hand  <»  "2: 
and  BV  duA  he  thinka  then  was  any  uv^ 
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ness  in  the  funding  system  t  If  gentlemen  will 
einiuine  tbe  funding  system,  they  will  iind  that 
there  vas  a  plan  to  make  e{>ecaIators  diagoi^ 
their  ill-gotten  wealth. 

I  look  apon  tbe  object  of  this  bill  to  be  to 
tike  80  roucb  money  oat  of  the  pockets  of  the 
ilewDdants  of  tlie  soldiers,  to  pay  to  these  in- 
dividtuls.  We  are  more  disposed  to  Iielp  peo- 
ple Tliom  we  know,  than  whom  we  wm*t 
Enov.  We  feel  more  for  oar  neighbors  than 
fur  indifferent  persons.  We  msociate  with  the 
officers,  snd  we  sympathize  with  them.  But 
Tc  ^mw  nothing  of  tlie  soldiers.  As  to  the 
dement  that  the  Uarylond  line  did  not  agree 
to  tho  coiumntation,  he  believed  they  accepted 
it.  ind  ttiat  was  agreement  enoagh.  He  had 
ieanl  much  of  suffering  women.  If  their  luis- 
bunda  (lid  not  provide  for  them,  he  knew  that 
they  had  a  hard  stniggle.  Women  have  no  po- 
iicical  rights,  and  are  necessarily  passiTe  anner- 
m.  Tliere  were  no  petitions  from  women, 
ud  no  Ciimmittee  appuintcd  on  their  claims. 
The;  sat  at  home  and  ezerciaed  the  vlrtoes  of 
patience  and  industry.  I  sm  not  for  glory  and 
nonor.  I  go  on  a  different  prinoip^  I  do 
rifht  if  I  can ;  and,  if  I  do  wrong,  my  people 
Till  tell  me  of  it  I  wish  that  equal  jastice 
should  he  done — not  give  one  a  silver  spoon, 
luil  tiio  other  a  horn  one.  It  was  carious  to 
look  at  the  two  Houses — one  debating  on  econ- 
osay,  and  the  other  opening  roads  ana  ouala  in 
every  ^rccUon. 


TBnaniAT,  Febniarj  T. 

G^ton  »f  the  Philadelphia. 
Tbe  bin  for  the  relief  of  Snson  Decator  and 
etlien  was  taken  np,  and  the  quesUon  being  on 
fflliog  the  first  blank  in  the  bul  with  one  hmi- 

^ei  thonsand  dollars — 

Mr.  Katxc  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
^'aval  Afliiir:')  said,  that,  so  deep  was  liis  eon- 
Tirlion  of  the  justice  of  the  claim  under  con- 
Mileration,  that  he  could  not  believe  it  was 
we^-ssary  for  him  to  do  more  than  present  a 
clear  statement  of  the  facts,  and  to  eipWn  the 
grounils  on  which  the  committee  hod  proceeded 
m  reporting  tiiia  bill.  In  doing  this,  said  Mr. 
H..  I  ihall  avail  myself  of  the  report,  which, 
onder  the  direction  of  the  committee,  has  been 
nbmitted  to  the  Senate ;  to  which  I  will  odd 
wrfi  vb^er^-ations  as  may  be  necessary  to  give 
me  Senate  a  fUI  view  of  the  whole  rabfect. 
Tbe  daim  which  it  la  the  object  of  this  hUl  to 
Mti^y,  is  founded  on  the  recaptnre  and  de- 
Jtnii^iion  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  in  die  har- 
wr  of  Tripoli,  in  the  year  1804.  I  do  not 
«mk  it  necessary,  Mr.  President,  to  go  back  to 
tte  canscs  which  led  to  the  Tripoiitan  war.  It 
u  well  known  that  depredotions  on  our  coni- 
jnerce  io  the  Mediterranean,  the  demand  of 
tnb'ite,  and  tho  capture  of  American  citizens, 
wr  whose  release  a  ransom  was  always  de- 
manded, sometimes  amounting  to  |d,000  a 
asn,  nmipetled  tlio  Tnitcd  States  at  len^  to 
■PI"*"*!  toarma  for  tbe  rednas  of  these  griev- 


ances. As  soon  as  the  war  with  Tripoli  com- 
menced, Commodore  Preble  was  despatched 
with  a  small  squadron  to  the  Mediterranean  to 
proseonte  hostilities;  and  not  long  after  the 
arrival  of  his  squadron  on  tbe  Barbary  coast, 
the  frigate  Phitadelpbia,  of  44  guns,  then  com- 
manded by  Compioaore  Balnbridge,  waa  atnind- 
ed  on  rooks,  in  a  ritaation  which  rendered  re- 
ristance  impoRnble,  led  to  faeroaptnre  by  the 
enemy,  and  the  imin^iunent  of  her  cmoen 
antt  crew,  amounting  to  between  three  and 
four  hundred  men,  in  one  of  the  dungeons  of 
Tripoli.  On  the  flood  tide  the  frigate  was  got 
off,  and  being  taken  into  the  Tripohtan  service, 
was  moored  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  within 
pistol  shot  of  tbe  whole  of  the  Iripolitan  ma- 
rine, moanting  altt^ether  upwards  of  100 

Sieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  within  the  imme- 
iate  protection  of  formidable  land  batteries 
consisting  of  115  pieces  of  heavy  artillery." 
It  is  stated  that  '*  besides  this  force,  there  were 
encamped  at  the  time,  in  the  dty  and  its  vicin- 
ity, twenty  thooaand  troopa.  and  that  upwards 
of  1,000  seamen  were  attached  to  the  fleet  in 
the  harbor."  In  this  situation,  tir,  and  while 
the  force  of  Cknnmodore  Preble,  oririnallr 
small,  was,  by  the  loss  of  the  Philaddphia,  so 
much  rednced  as  to  prevent  his  earrying  on'  his 
operations  against  the  enemy  with  any  pros- 
pect of  success,  Stephen  Deottnr,  then  a  very 
yoDug  man,  and  a  junior  lieutenant  in  the  fleets 
conceived  the  idea  of  entering  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli  in  tlie  night,  with  the  small  schooner 
Enterprise,  of  12  guns  and  abont  70  men,  which 
he  then  commanded,  and  of  boarding  and  re- 
capturing the  frigate.  That  this  scheme  ori^- 
nated  with  Decatur  is  asserted  by  the  commit- 
tee in  their  nport ;  bnt,  as  this  ftot  has  been 
qnestioned,  I  ahall  jnuoeed  to  estahHah  it  he- 
ycmd  the  poaribillty  <tf  a  donbt  If  Uie  evidence 
before  ns  is  to  be  rdied  ra.  It  is  dae  to  the 
memoir  of  one  of  the  most  gallant  officers  that 
ever  adorned  the  naval  service  of  this  or  any 
oth«r  country,  that  the  truth  should  be  put  be- 
yond all  question ;  and  I  know  that  this  act  of 
justice  to  her  lamented  husband  will  be  more 
grateful  to  the  feelings  of  the  petitioner,  than 
any  pecuniary  grant  yon  could  possibly  make. 
I  will  now  refer  the  Senate  to  the  statementa 
of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  who  served 
under  Commodore  Preble,  and  who,  in  com- 
mand of  the  Syren,  accompanied  Decatur  in 
his  eipedlUon  against  the  Philadelphia. 

Commodore  Stewart,  in  a  letter  dated  De- 
cember latb,  182S,  addressed  to  Mrs.  Deoatnr, 
says: 

"  Tou  state  that  your  late  hnabaod  his  given  you 
to  andentaod  that  tbe  pnrfeot  of  btuning  that  uig- 
ate  at  her  mooilngi,  and  Uierriiy  mnova  a  seriow 
Impediment  to  the  fotore  operammi  ot  the  sqnadra 
against  TripoH,  originated  with  him.  This  under- 
standing waa  perfectly  correct — it  did  originate  with 
your  late  bnsband,  and  he  first  Tolunteered  himself 
to  carry  it  Into  effect,  and  asked  the  pennEsBion  of 
Conniodore  PreUe,  olTTripoU,  (on  Bret  diacoverinc 
tbe  fHgate  was  lort  to  the  stjaadnaO  to  eflfeet  It  witti 
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the  tchoooer  Enterprise,  then  under  his  conunuid. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  thought  it  too  hasardona 
to  be  effected  in  that  w*;,  but  promised  your  Ute 
Iin^Mnd  thftt  the  object  should  be  carried  Into  ef- 
feet  on  a  proper  oocadon,  and  that  ha  ihonld  be  the 
•zeontiTe  officer  when  it  waa  done." 

In  another  letter,  dated  Jasnary  Sth, 
Commodore  Stewart  nyt : 

"The  aqoadron  under  the  eomauiid  of  Cobbi»- 
dore  Preble  bad  been  detained  some  tine,  ac  they 
■ererally  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  (with  the  exception  of 
the  fiigate  Philadelphia  and  the  aohooner  Vixen,}  to 
counteract  the  boeUle  dedgna  of  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco.  Am  eoon  as  the  Commodore  bad  aocon- 
^iehed  hia  otjeeti  In  that  quarter,  he  proceeded  off 
Tripoli,  In  the  CoastHuUoo,  accompanied  by  the 
acbooner  Enteiprise,  commanded  by  your  budiand. 
Chi  airiving  off  Tripoli,  where  the  Commodore  ex- 
pected to  find  the  IVtgi^  Philadelphia  andBchooner 
vixen,  blockading  that  port,  fa«  diacorered  that 
frigate  at  moorings  in  the  harbor.  It  waa  at  this 
tioM  yoar  late  husband  proposed  to  destroy  the 
frigate,  with  the  Eoterprise,  under  his  command — 
and  at  thb  time,  aa  1  elated  in  ny  former  letter  to 
joo.  Commodore  Preble  aaattred  your  husband  that 
the  frigate  should  be  destroyed,  and  that  he  should 
tw  the  executire  officer  when  done,  for  Ua  baring 
so  handsomely  volunteered  hia  efforts  to  eO^t  it 
with  the  schooner  Enterprise.  I  give  rou  these  facts 
aa  I  recelTed  tbem  from  Commodore  Preble  and 
yoor  husband,  at  the  lime,  aa  wcU  as  ftjau  lerenl 
olBcera  then  on  board  the  Conititntlon.  Some  time 
after  Uiis  I  arriTcd  at  Syracuse,  In  the  Syren  brig, 
from  Algiers,  and  offered  my  aerricea  for  the  expe- 
dition, woich  were  accepted  by  Commodore  Preble. 

"Some  time  after  thb,  when  the  espeditioQ  was  a 
■ulgectof  conTersation  In  the  cabin  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, (which  was  frequently  the  case,  from  the  ex- 
treme urgency  on  our  part  to  hare  it  effeoted  fan- 
aeedUtely,  and  tmwiDingness  on  the  part  vt  the 
Commodore  to  Itare  it  executed  at  w  perllow  a 
aeason  of  the  year,  and  his  reluctance  to  put  any 
thing  to  hazanl  in  a  force  originally  so  small,  but 
thoi  much  reduced  by  the  frigate  and  her  crew,) 
that  letters  were  received  from  Capt.  Bainbridge,  at 
Tripoli,  I  think  by  vay  of  Malta,  which  were  Mrtly 
vritten  bi  lemon  jidce,  and  which  the  Commodore 
read  to  ns,  after  rendering  it  legible  befbre  the  fire. 
In  this  letter  the  practicatrility  of  destrojInK  the 
frigate  was  strongly  urged  by  CaptiUn  Bainbridge, 
and  the  mode  he  pointed  out  was  by  a  sumise. 
This  despatch  ftilly  confirmed  all  our  ideas  and  pre- 
tIoos  cooTersations  on  that  midfeet,  dcdded  the 
Oonmodore  at  onee  to  cany  It  rate  efflMt-~which 
iraa  done  soon  after.  In  a  manner  set  fbrth  In  hia  re- 
pwta,  on  that  subject,  to  the  SccreUry  of  the  Nary." 

In  rapport  of  this  statement,  we  have  the 
evidence  of  the  late  Captain  Spence,  and  of 
Commodoree  Ghanncey,  Ridgely,  Crane,  and 
Bodgers.   Capt.  Spence  says : 

"The  destruction  of  the  fricate  PhtladelpUa  la 
aasodatcd  with  the  name  of  'Decatur  only,*  and  I 
had  always  supposed  him  to  be  the  nrtyeotor  of  the 
enterprise,  from  the  circumstance  of  bia  ha  ring  been 
entrusted  with  its  execution.  There  could  be  no 
oa«r  good  reason  asfdgned  for  tho  preference  given 
him,  in  the  presence  m  older  offlceta.  I  am  under 
the  fanpreniMi  that  Commodoce  Decatur  waa  the 


[FwamuMr.im 

first  to  ■oggeat  the  re-eaptnre  of  the  frigate  FUlt- 
delphia.™ 

Commodore  Channcej  says : 

"  I  sute  that  I  was  not  in  the  Meditenaeeaa  wbn 
the  Philadelphia  waa  destrt^ed,  bet  I  juoHl  tU 
eqaadron  aom  after,  and  it  waa  geoeially  andtr- 
stood  among  the  olloeis  that  the  ploa  for  brr  de- 
■tmctlon  originated  with  Decatnr;  and  that  tbe  «- 
eeodon  of  it  was,  in  consequence,  entrusted  to  hi* 
management.  I  acted  under  this  impreanon  wh'c 
I  urged  on  the  then  Secretory  of  the  Navy  the  jm- 
priety  of  promoting  the  gaUani  Deeatur  to  the  laak 
of  Post  Captain." 

Capt^  mdgely  aays : 

"  I  have  a  BHist  distinct  recoOection  of  kO  the 
circunutoncee  attending  the  preparation  for  buniiif 
the  Philadcl|diia,  and  I  nava  no  faentatkm  in  nTiDg 
that  the  whole  originated  with  Commodore  Decatur 
— it  was  be  who  su^ested  to  the  lato  ConuDodott 
Preble  the  possibility  of  the  enterpriee." 

Captain  Crane  sajs : 

"  My  recollections  are  very  distinct  rdotivc  to  tbt 
recapture  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia.  It  has  ilw»^  i 
been  my  belief  that  Commodore  Decatar  pUuKil. 
aa  well  as  executed  the  eolerpriaa." 

Commodore  Bodgers  says : 

**  I  had  always  supposed  the  plan  by  wUch 
frigate  Philadelphia  waa  destiejrcdwaa  pfqjtctcd  bi  | 
CoouBOdore  Doeator."  | 

In  claiming  for  Decatar  the  merit  of  faa- 
gesting  the  daring  scheme  which  be  aftenraril- 
80  DoUj  carried  mto  effect,  it  is  not  my  intts- 
tiou  in  the  sroalleet  degree  to  detract  from  tbt 
merit  of  Commodore  Preble,  who  incorred  tL« 
heavy  reaponnbility  of  sanctioning  the  enkr- 

Srise.  The  commander  of  the  sqnadnm.  i= 
etermining  to  commit  to  Decatar  the  coDticd 
of  the  ex^dition,  was  not  nn mindful  of  tU' 
extreme  hazard  of  the  iiiidertaking.  He  wtH 
knew  that  its  sacccss  voold  entirdjr  d^eod  vc 
the  celerity,  secrecy,  and  sallantiy  of  its  oe- 
cation ;  and,  conceiving  uat  any  stteoBpt  i» 
bring  out  the  frigate  mast  be  attended  with  «- 
traordinary  haaard  to  the  eaptma,  and  poeablr 
expose  the  veseel  to  the  risk  of  being  re-op- 
tared — and  believing  that  the  destruction  uf 
the  Biiladelphia  would  sofScieatly  restore  ib* 
balance  ttf  power  to  enaUe  him  to  earry  oe  lb 
operations  agunst  Tripoli,  soocessfDUT— «Bd 
l>eing,  perhaps,  moreover,  of  o[anion  that  tt< 
deatmction  of  the  frigate,  nnder  the  veir  ere* 
of  the  Torka,  was  calculated  to  make  a  wtya 
and  more  I^ing  impression  on  their  forcA. 
even  than  her  re-captnre,  he  rescind  that  At 
should  be  destroyed;  and,  therefore,  , 

KremptcHT  orden,  **  th^  in  eaae  of  wcw^  i 
!catar  shonld  be  snretoaat  lire  to  the  r^- 
room,  berths  eock-int,  atorMoom  fbrwani.  i 
berths  on  the  berth-deck"  and  then,  afivr  j 
"  blowing  out  her  bottom,"  to  abandon  w- 
In  looking  at  these  orders  of  Commodore  Fn- 
ble,  I  have  been  fordblj  atmofc  with  their  le- 
markable  tone.  In  evwy  part  <tf  them  he 
a  langaage  \>  bieh  we  h<re  ni^t  be  Mpp(*^ 
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to  nso  to  another,  hj  whom  all  dangers  and 
i^Sciilttes  were  to  be  trampled  on  as  nothing. 
With  the  utmost  precision,  he  instracts  Decatur 
toptKeed  to  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  to  enter  it 
b  the  night,  to  board  the  "  Philadelphia,"  to 
tarr;  tYOj  thing  by  the  sword,  and,  having 
tis^  her  entire  destruction,  to  return  and 
report  to  him  t  As  if  the  execution  of  such  an 
nder,  by  a  tient«nant  and  nventx  moi,  in  a 
small  ketdi,  under  the  fire  of  several  hundred 
Mcei  of  eannbn,  vas  a  matter  ot  oonrsel 
TIm  rest  state  of  the  Commodore's  feelings, 
boverer,  peep  oat  in  the  concloslon,  when,  in 
spite  of  his  tone  of  confidence,  he  commends 
the  little  band  to  the  protection  of  Heaven, 
iitd  "Kay  God  prosper  yon  in  the  enterorise  I " 

Bat,  to  retnrn  to  the  expedition.  Decatur 
luled  from  Syracuse,  where  the  American 
sqaadrdn  then  lay,  on  the  8d  of  February,  in  a 
inuU  k^cb,  of  sixty  tons,  called  the  Intrepid, 
lith  tbottt  seventy  officers  and  men,  all  volnn- 
leen,  secompaniea  by  the  schooner  Syren, 
raonisaded  by  Lieutenant  (now  Oommodore) 
Stevirt,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of 
a^pwtba  \am  with  the  bwts  of  the  Syren, 
iHeoTenng  his  retreat  After  several  di^s  of 
TCf7  taDpestDODS  weather,  he  arrived  off  the 
ImW  of  Tripoli,  and,  on  the  night  of  the 
Iflth,  proceeded  into  the  harbor,  ran  ap  alon^ 
nde  of  the  Philadelphia,  (moored  as  I  have  do- 
seiibed,)  boarded,  and  carried  her,  after  a  short 
but  severe  conflict,  on  the  decks  of  the  frigate, 
in  vhidi  upwards  of  twenty  Turks  were  killed 
•n  tite  ^wt,  and  the  rest  driven  below  or  over- 
board. At  this  critical  period.  Lieutenant  De- 
catur fooud  himself  in  quiet  possession  of  his 
priie— not  a  gun  had  been  fired — the  alorm 
not  y^  been  spread,  and  it  was  the  opinion 
of  lite  |Alot  who  ocmdncted  the  expedition,  as 
*<11  H  of  sever^  naval  offloers^  acqoiunted 
Tith  the  circumstances,  and  (the  committee 
Uve  been  assored)  of  Decatur  hmiseU;  that  the 
Tessel  ndght  have  been  brought  out  of  the 
luHior  in  safiaty ;  and,  if  that  had  been  occom- 
[^"bed,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Intrepid 
"■oald,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  have  been  en- 
titled to  the  full  value  of  tlie  frigate,  certainly 
to  two  or  three  htmdred  thousand  dol- 
•"s.  But  the  peremptory  orders  of  his  com- 
Qoodiog  officer,  prevented  the  attempt ;  and 
kvbg  deliberately  set  fire  to  the  vesseX  in  the 
Terf  maoner  pointed  out  In  his  ordens,  and, 
■unog  remained  on  board  nntil  the  flames 
Horn  ont  of  the  port-holes,  and  had  reached 
on  rising  and  the  tops,"  he  finally  abandoned 
Qv,  bringing  off  the  whole  of  his  crew,  under 
t  heavy  fire  from  the  batteries  and  the  ship- 
I^Dft  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man  1 

To  attempt,  Mr.  President,  a  eulogy  of  an 
^loit  iike  this,  would  be  a  vun  and  fruitless 
(Sort.  I  must  borrow  Uie  language  of  others. 
^  gulant  officer,  now  no  more,  assures  us  that 
[t  Mqnired  for  Decatur  the  meritorious  appel- 
"wn  of  "  the  terror  of  the  foe."  In  the  lan- 
1^  of  TOOT  committee,  it  was  an  achievement, 
^  galkotry  of  which  has        seldom  been 


equalled,  and  never  Burpaased,  in  the  naval  hi>< 
tory  of  the  world."  And,  in  the  official  de- 
spatches  of  Commodore  Preble,  it  is  declared 
that  its  merit  can  hardly  be  snfilciently  esti- 
mated— it  is  above  all  praise."  To  this,  sir, 
there  Is  nothing  to  be  added. 

But,  sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  dwell,  for  a 
moment,  on  the  oonsequences  of  this  victory, 
and  the  benefits  which  the  oonntry  has  derived 
from.it  The  Tripotitan  war  1804  has 
alwajTB  been  cmuideied  as  having  owMbnted 
largely  In  laying  the  foundation  of  the  na^ 
glory  of  this  country.  It  kindled  Uiot  spirit 
among  onr  yonng  naval  men,  which  has,  on 
every  occanon,  blazed  forth  with  so  much  ins- 
tre.  It  elevated  the  American  naval  character 
in  the  eyes  of  foreign  nations,  and  inspired 
among  our  officers  that  confidence  in  tnern- 
selves,  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war,  (when  it  was  feared  that  our  ships  would, 
in  a  few  months,  be  absolutely  swept  from  the 
ocean,)  enabled,  them  to  meet  the  enemy  in 
equal  fight  and  to  achieve  so  many  proud  vic- 
tories on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes.  From  that 
daric  hour  when  Decutur,  in  a  small  ketch,  with 
sixty  men,  illumined  the  Castie  of  Tripoli  with 
the  blaze  of  the  Philadelphia,  the  whme  career 
of  our  Navy  (with  but  a  single  exception)  has 
been  a  series  of  daring  enterprises  and  brilliant 
achievements.  Its  path  has  been  a  flood  of 
glory.  But  it  is  in  the  effects  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  upon  the  Turks,  that 
I  would  at  this  time  more  especially  insist 
upon.  It  is  emphatically  stated  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  no  doubt  Justly,  that  it  is  to  the 
profound  impression  produced  by  this  and  other 
exploits  in  the  Tripoliton  war,  (especially  the 
affair  of  the  gun-boat,  in  which  Decatur  was 
agun  so  prondly  ^stiiunished,)  that  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  is  indebted  for  a  greater 
exemption  tronx  depredations,  on  the  part  of 
Turkish  cruisers,  than  has  been  experienced 
any  other  nation,  and  that  when  difficulties 
have  occurred,  they  have  been  ai^nsted  witii 
unexampled  celerity,  and  at  an  expense  of 
blood  and  treasure  altogether  insignificonti 
compared  with  that  to  which,  nuder  similar 
circumstances,  the  greatest  maritime  powers  of 
Europe  have  been  sut^ected.  In  illustration  of 
the  truth  of  this  portion,  and  to  show  how 
largely  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia  con- 
tributed to  produce  these  results,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  facts.  It  is  stat^  by  Dr. 
Bidgely,  formerly  surgeon  of  the  Philadelphia, 
in  a  docnmoit,  on  tiie  table  of  every  Soiator, 
that 

*'  He  his  a  distinct  and  indelible  immsrioo  of  tlie 
leading  events  of  bis  Inprisonment.  The  J^i^  and 
bis  court  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  tbeir  exultation 
on  Uie  capture  of  the  frigate  Fhilsdelphii.  It  was 
•  jubilee  in  TripolL  So  extnvsgsut  were  hU  calcu> 
lations,  that  he  would  not  listen  to  any  proposal  of 
peace  and  ransom  for  a  less  sum  than  one  million  of 
dollars.  In  tliis  condition  of  affairs,  it  would  have 
been  impolitic  to  have  opened  a  aegottatlon.  It 
voold  have  been  regarded  as  an  evldenee  of  tm 
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and  imbecility.  This  tone  of  confidence  and  tri- 
'  omph  continued,  until  the  daring  enterprise,  led  on 
b7  your  galUnt  and  Umented  husband,  illumioated 
Ids  castle  with  the  blaxe  of  his  trophj.  The  sensa- 
tion prodnoed  bjr  the  achteTement  was  indescribable 
— constemadoa  and  disma;  were  depicted  on  every 
hat.  But  the  best  evidence  of  its  Impression  was 
the  frequent  conferences  of  the  ^icha  with  the  con- 
suls, his  UDdisgnised  detdre  to  malie  peace,  and  his 
projMsition  to  that  effect,  on  terms  much  mora  mod* 
•rate — think  two  bondrcd  thousand  doUaia.  The 
terror  Insdred  by  the  re-oapture  and  conflagmtkm, 
QAetvaaed  by  the  attack  of  the  gun-boat%  on  the 
third  of  August,  1 804,)  was  felt  during  the  war,  and 
iti  in&ueDce  was  aclmowledged  when  the  treaty  of 
peace  was  signed." 

Such  were  tiie  immediate  effects  of  this  ex- 
ploit. Bat  they  ceased  not  with  the  war— we 
no  longer  pay  tribute.  Our  seamcoi  and  our 
■hips  in  the  Mediterranean  have,  for  m>wardB 
of  twenty  years,  enjoyed  as  much  freedom 
among  the  "  licensed  pirates  '*  of  the  Uediter- 
ranean,  as  on  oar  own  coasts.  Until  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,  I  believe  no  depredations 
on  our  commerce,  of  any  consequence,  had 
been  committed  by  any  of  the  Barbary  Powers. 
Being  thus  led  to  believe  that  our  ahtpa  would 
necessarily  be  annihilated  in  that  contest,  our 
rights  were  violated  by  Algiers,  Tripoli,  and 
.  Tunis.  The  moment  pence  was  made  with 
England,  our  GoTemment  determined  promptly 
to  redress  these  wrongs,  and  Decatur  was  de- 
spatched for  that  purpose,  with  three  frigates, 
one  cAoop,  one  brig,  and  three  schooners.  His 
was  but  the  van  of  a  larger  sqnadron  destined 
for  that  service.  But,  sir,  his  name  alone  ao- 
eom'plished  the  object  at  once,  almost  without 
cost,  and  without  bloodshed.  Sir,  it  is  almost 
Incredible,  it  is  a  fact,  unparalleled  in  the  an- 
nals of  warfare,  that  in  fifty  days  after  the 
B^uadron  sidled  from  Sandy  Hook,  a  treaty  was 
signed  between  Aljners  and  the  United  States, 
which  included  indemnity  for  tlie  past  and  se- 
curity for  the  future.  In  that  short  space  of 
time,  Decatur  "  had  cruised  in  the  Uediterra- 
nean,  fought  and  captured  a  Turkish  firigate 
and  some  smaller  vessels,  killed  the  Algerine 
Admiral,  sailed  into  the  hartmr  of  Algiers,  and 
ratified  a  treaty  at  the  cannon's  mouth."  From 
Alters  he  proceeded  to  Tunis,  and  inristed  on 
and  instantly  obtained  payment  for  American 
property,  (to  the  value  of  near  60,000  dollars,) 
which  had  been  cut  out  of  that  harbor  by  the 
British.  From  Tunis  he  passed  on  to  Tripoli, 
Uid  there  effected  a  settlement  of  oil  our  differ* 
ences,  with  the  same  celerity  and  ease.  To 
show  that  in  the  extraordinary  success  which 
attended  these  operations,  Decatur  was  aided 
b^  the  impression  of  his  own  great  name  and 
his  former  exploits,  I  will  read  a  few  lines  fmnx 
the  statement  of  a  gentleman,  then  American 
Consul  at  Tunis,  who  tells  us  "  he  was  on  the 
mot  at  the  time,  and  pwoeived  the  effect  of 
tof^  influence.**  He  thus  describes  the  intei^ 
Tiew  between  the  Bey  and  the  measenger  of 
flu  Otnunodore: 


"  TeU  your  Admiral  to  come  ashore  and  see  nte," 
said  the  Bey.  "  He  declines  coming,  your  higfaiKS^, 
until  these  dlspntes  are  settled,  which  are  bt-st  lioce 
on  board  ship."  "But  this  is  not  treating  mc  with 
becoming  dignity ;  Bamuda  Facha,  of  blcwd  nrsh 
ory,  commanded  diem  to  land  and  awsR  at  thr  pal- 
ace untn  he  pleased  to  receive  then.'*  "Ten 
likely,  your  highness,  but  that  was  twenty  ynis  sgo." 
"This  Admiral  is  the  ssme  one  who,  in  the  wir 
with  Sadi  Yusef,  of  TrabBs,  burnt  the  fH^tcf 
"The  same."  "Uoml'  why  do  they  Fend  viU 
young  men  to  treat  for  peace  with  old  Po«mt 
then  you  Americans  don't  ^ok  truth;  jouveut  I 
to  war  with  England,  a  nation  with  a  great  flret, 
and  said  you  took  tlieir  frigates  in  equal  fight ;  »a 
honest  people  always  speak  truth."  *'  Well,  sir,  ud 
that  was  true.  Do  you  see  that  tsQ  ship  in  the  list, 
with  a  blue  flag,  (the  Guerriere  T)that  wus  taken  fj  om 
the  British;  that  one  near  the  tmafl  i«UDd,{tlM 
Vacedonian,)  was  ah-o  captured  on  equal  terms ;  tbat  i 
sloop  near  Cape  Carthage,  (the  Peacock,)  wai  iln 
uken  in  battle."  The  Bey  laid  down  Ids  telesn)|ie. 
reposed  on  his  cushions,  and  with  a  small  tortwfe- 
shell  comb,  set  with  diamonds,  combed  his  beard. 

A  small  vessel  got  under  weiglt,  and  came  near 
the  batteries ;  a  pinnace  with  a  few  aaen  ro«*d 
about  the  liurbor,  and  one  penoa,  drcased  in  tlie 
garb  of  a  sailor,  wu  taking  soondiMS-^  «bs  Ik-  \ 
catur.  "TeU  Uie  AdmirJ  to  laad,*ssid  Uw  Rtj, 
"  and  all  shall  be  settled  to  bis  salLdactign,''  lUd 
wsadone. 

The  rapidity  and  success  with  which  Pcfs- 
tur  brought  to  a  conclueiw  our  diflereora 
with  three  of  the  Barbgar  States,  fonns  a  rtrik-  i 
ing  contrast  with  the  difficulties  ezperioired  I 
almost  Immediately  afterwards  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  Holland,  and  more  recently  by  Frtr.ee. 
in  settling  their  disputes  with  one  of  then. 
Kot  many  months  after  Decatur  hod  concluM 
his  treaty  with  Tripoli,  Lord  Exroouth.  in  cfm- 
mand  of  the  combined  British  and  Dntdi  Accts. 
endeavored  to  accomplish  the  same  thing,  and 
what  was  the  result  ?  With  a  force  con»i>tiiif 
of  five  ^ips  of  the  line,  eleven  frigates,  and  i 
great  number  of  smaller  vessek,  he  was  lisnHv 
able,  after  a  most  bloody  battle,  (in  whirl  Lr 
lost  150  men  killed,  end  had  TOO  wounded.)  to 
extort  a  peace,  on  terms  less  advantageous  tlian 
those  which  Decatur  had  obtained  in  a  >ev 
hours,  "  without  the  saciifioe  of  a  rin^  lifr. 
or  the  loss  of  a  spar  or  a  rope.**  And  evra 
now,  while  I  am  speaking,  a  nowerftal  Frer^ 
fieet,  which  has  been  engaged  for  mooths  ta 
vain  attempts  to  extort  peace  from  the  f^nre 
nation,  has  nothing  to  boast  of  but  a  siccle 
drawn  battle.  It  has  been  ranarked,  nr,  bv 
one  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens, 
the  greatest  statesmen  of  the  last  war  were  tlie 
heroes  of  our  army  and  nnvy,**  and  I  tkiEl:  1 
may  add  that  they  have  proved  then»elTe\  m 
more  than  one  occasion,  our  ablest  ne^iat>«^ 

Without  dwelling  longer  on  this  topic,  1  atU 
come  directly  to  the  inqoiry,  whetliw  any.  ini 
if  any,  what  peeunlarr  reward  is  now  due  t<« 
the  captors  of  the  Philadelphia  t  On  tUi 
branch  of  the  subject,  sir,  I  adoirt  ai  ny  owb 
the  Tiewi  of  the  oomnittce.  k%  the  tine  of 
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tbe  capture  of  the  I^iUadelphia,  the  hatj  was 
yoQOft  and  it  was       opinion  itf  inaoj,  eren 
oar  witeat  statesmen,  that  it  waa  not  the 

true  pdicf  ot  the  United  States  to  strengthen 
this  inn  of  the  natiooal  defence.  Tbe  system 
wbich  has  since  been  introduced,  and  which 
Menu  now  to  nnite  all  inffrages  in  Its  favor, 
Iwd  not  yet  been  established,  and  appropriate 
revsnla  fat  distingnished  services  had  not  been 
profided.  Conneas,  therefwe,  thongh  appre- 
ciitiiig  very  highly  the  valor  and  good  oononct 
of  Deeatnr,  and  bis  gallant  associates,  con- 
tented tbemselves  with  bestowing  mere  hon- 
orary rewards,  unless  it  can  be  considered  as 
u  eieeption  to  the  remark,  that  they  devoted 
tvo  months*  pay'  to  the  ofiBcera  and  men ; 
Tlueh,  it  is  undentood,  the  former  nnani- 
moBsly  dedined  to  receive.  When,  at  a  later 
period,  howevw,  tbe  people  of  the  United 
States  eame  to  itel  and  acknowledge  the  im- 
portuwe  of  a  navy  to  the  national  defence — 
¥lteQ  onr  officers  and  men  were  every  day 
eormng  themselves  and  their  country  with 
gkiTT,  a  better  and  more  liberal  spirit  sprung 
1^  and  was  cherished,  towards  this  long- 
Dejjected  department  of  the  public  service. 
Pnor  to  the  capture  of  the  Guerriere  by  tlie 
CoDstitntion,  we  believe,  no  case  bad  occurred 
ia  which  a  peonniary  reword,  for  a  naval  vic- 
tory, had  been  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury. 
A  share  iu  the  thing  captored.was  all  that  the 
Un  or  osages  of  ue  oonntry  allowed:  and, 
if  that  perished  in  tiie  oimfliet,  the  vtotws  went 
vithoQt  their  reward.  When,  however,  the 
navy  had  fought  itsdf  into  &VOT,  and  onr 
uvai  heroes  came  to  be  retarded  with,  the 
patihide  and  affection  which  conld  no  longer 
bevithheld,  the  rule  was  adopted  of  paying, 
oflt  of  the  public  purse,  for  vessels  destroy^ 
in  battle;  and  the  principle  is  now  settled, 
itm  the  oiuform  praotioe  of  the  Government, 
for  foarteen  years,  that  a  reaaonable  oompenso- 
tioa  is  to  be  allowed  for  vessels  snnk  in  battle, 
or  necessarily  destroyed  in  consequence  of  in- 
Jirin  received  in  the  conflict.  Conceiving, 
^>erefor«,  that  it  is  the  established  policy  and 
Kttled  proetiee  of  th«  Goremment,  to  allow 
eotnpeoiation  in  all  m6h  casea,  thonj^  they  do 
lot  come  within  tbo  proviakiiu  of  tbe  price 
•cts,  tbe  qoestiwi  now  preeent*  itoel^  wbetber 
tte  UQM  Kberal  prinrlple  ought  not  to  be  ex.- 
tcnded  to  the  coff^  of  the  Philadelphia,  and 
vhether  ctnnpeasation  is  not  as  justly  due  to 
the  captors  of  that  vessel  as  to  the  captors  of 
the  Gaerriere  and  the  Java,  or  of  the  gun-boat 
^eAroyed  on  Lake  Ontario  ?  On  thu  point, 
the  committee  were  clearly  and  unanimously 
of  (^Dion,  that  both  justice  and  policy  concur 
a  support  of  the  dura.  Where  all  the  facts 
us  notorions,  and  tbe  merit  of  the  claimants  is 
«*i>fcsaedly  of  the  highest  order,  the  Govem- 
ment  ought  not  to  avail  itself  of  the  mere  lapse 
of  time ;  nor  oan  I  cooouve  any  sonnd  reosm 
why  a  rule,  founded  on  justice  and  enlarged 
priaciples  of  public  policy,  obonld  not  be  ex- 
inded  to  thooe  who  ban  uUered  signal  vio- 


tories,  before  as  well  as  after  its  adoption.  I 
erane  to  the  oooolusion,  therefore,  with  great 
oonfldttUM,  and  I  know  the  Senate  will  oononr 
with  me,  that  a  reasonable  oompouation  ongbt 
now  to  be  granted  to  the  oapton  of  the  Phila- 
delphia. 

I  proceed  next  to  consider  the  amount  which 
ought  to  be  granted.  On  this  point  I  propose 
to  look  to  pncedents,  all  of  which  are  collected 
and  annexed  to  the  report  of  tbe  committee. 
On  examining  these,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the 
amcnnt  granted  by  Congress,  fonvessds  burnt, 
or  destroyed  in  battle,  varied  from  one-fourth 
to  the  full  value  of  the  vessel  so  destroyed.  In 
the  cases  of  the  Java  and  Guerriere,  about  one- 
fourth  was  allowed,  but  in  the  case  of  the  Brit- 
ish slocni-frf'-war  Hermes,  destroyed  in  the  at- 
tack i»  Fort  Bowyer,  her  fhll  value  was  pidd 
to  the  garrison.  Withont  examining  all  of^the 
precedents,  there  is  one  to  which  I  will  call  tbe 
particular  attention  of  the  Senate.  During  the 
operotiona  on  Lake  Ontwio,  carried  on  by 
Commodore  Chauncey,  a  British  gun-boat, 
called  the  Black  Snake,  was  destroy^  by  two 
barges,  under  the  command  of  lieut.  Gregory. 
For  this  exploit  no  reward  was  ever  claimed 
by  the  gallant  officer  who  achieved  it.  But 
some  years  afterwards,  one  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  that  affur,  came  here  and  presented 
a  claim  to  Congress.  The  snl^eot  was  referred 
to  a  ofHnmittee,  of  which  a  distingnished  Sena- 
tor tnm  IffUBOohnntts  (no  longer  a  member  of 
this  House)  was  ehoirman,  and  of  which  I  hod 
the  honor  to  be  a  member.  The  sulyect  was 
foUy  investigated;  all  the  precedents  exam-, 
ined,  and  a  bill  reported  providiog  for  the  pay- 
ment of  three  thousand  dollars,  which  wos  cer- 
tified by  Commodore  Chauncey  to  be  the  full 
value  of  tbe  gun-boat,  to  Ueotenant  Gregory 
and  his  pu-ty.  Here,  then,  it  will  be  perceived 
that,  if  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  tbe 
war  found  itself  constrained,  by  the  pecuniary 
embarrassments  of  the  country,  to  grout  to  the 
captors  of  the  Gaerriere  and  tlie  Java  only 
one-fourth  part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  de- 
stroyed— after  the  concluuon  of  peace,  ia  a 
more  proqwroos  condition  of  the  conntry  and 
of  the  treasury,  they  have  not  hesitated  to 
grant  tlw  flill  value.  Viewing  tbe  subject  in 
all  its  bearings ;  taking  into  consideration  the 
extraordinary  merit  of  tbe  achievement ;  the 
delay  whinh  has  token  place  in  granting  oom- 
pensotion ;  and  the  small  number  of  persona 
engaged  in  the  enterprise;  it  has  seemed  to 
the  committee  that  one  hundicd  thousand  dol- 
lars would  be  a  jea^nable  sum  to  be  now- 
granted  to  the  ciq>tors  of  the  Philadelphia, 
The  only  remaining  point  to  be  considered  is, 
the  proper  distribution  oi  that  amount.  On 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  the  committee  have 
experienced  some  embarrassment.  The  case 
does  not.  In  this  respect,  omne  within  dther 
the  letter  or  the  q>irit  of  the  prize  act.  That 
act  provides  for  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  vessels  captured  and  condemned. 
Where  veaaels  hare  been  destroyed,  the  oi^tora 
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eon  only  be  compensated  by  virtue  of  special 
tots  of  Oongress,  and  under  sach  provinoiu  as 
may  be  adapted  to  the  peonliar  cLronmstanoes 
of  each  particular  case.  The  mode  of  distribu- 
tion preacribed  by  the  prize  act,  Is  moat  obvi- 
ously applicable  only  to  a  full  crew.  In  regn- 
lating  tbe  proportions  of  prize-money  which 
the  captain,  a  midshipman,  and  a  common 
aailor  shoald  receive  in  a  frigate  of  44  gens,  it 
Is  manifest  tiiat  the  calpnlation  mutt  be  founded 
<»  the  id«a,  that  there  would  be  a  oert^  nnm* 
ber  of  middiqimen,  aa  well  as  of  anilors,  on 
board  of  such  a  ship:  for,  otherwise,  if  there 
were  but  one  mlduiipmaiif  for  instance^  he 
might  receive  more  than  his  commander. 
From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  la  dear  that  a 
rule  of  distribution  properly  applicable  to  a 
full  crew,  cannot  be  JusUy  applied  to  a  dcele- 
ton  crew,  filling  up  none  of  the  clafsea  arranged 
in  the  prize  acta.  The  capture  of  a  frigate  of 
the  largest  dasa,  by  a  lieutenant  and  70  men,  in 
a  small  ketch,  is  so  oat  of  the  usual  course,  and 
BO  contrary  to  all  reasonable  calculation,  that 
the  very  existence  of  such  an  eztraorwnary 
oaie  aeems  to  produoe  die  neoearity  of  prorid- 
faig  A  new  rule  fat  the  oaae  Itadf ;  and,  in  the 
weient  inataaoe^  thia  can  be  the  more  nuidily 
wme,  ae  the  ]wopoaed  grant  is  not  fionnded  on 
the  Ikw,  but,  remng  e&drely  on  tbe  UbvaU^, 
may  be  regulated  by  the  sound  diacretioo,  of 
Gongress.  After  looking  carefidly  into  the 
Bul^ect  and  consulting  experienoed  naval  offi- 
cers, the  committee  could  not  disoover  any 
more  equitable  rule  of  distribution  than  that 
recommended  by  the  Navy  CommlaidoDera, 
viz :  that,  after  reserving  for  the  oomman^ng 
officer  of  the  squadron  one-twentieth  of  the 
whole  sum,  the  re^ne  be  divided  among  the 
officers  and  men  in  the  aame  relative  propor- 
tions which  each  would  receive  if  the  crew  of 
tike  bitre^  had  ocmristed  of  the  same  number 
M  that  of  the  frigate  PbOadelpU*  at  the  time 
cf  h«  ei^tnre  by  tbe  IMpolituii. 

Ur.  H.,  in  ooodnaion,  said  that  the  bill  be- 
ftire  the  Senate  waa  |vepared  in  conformity 
with  the  Tiewa  he  bad  submitted  to  the  Senate, 
and  he  expressed  an  earnest  hope  that  the 
country  would  thia  day  pay  in  part  that  debt 
<tf  gratitude  so  Justly  mie  to  tiie  capt<»s  of  the 
Fhuadelphia,  and  which  had  remained  so  long, 
not  only  unsatiafied,  but  almost  nnackuowl- 
edged. 

The  motion  to  re-oommit  was  rejected  by  the 
following  vote : 

TxAS. — Hesni.  Bateman,  Bell,  Berrien,  Cham* 
bers.  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Knight,  Hacon, 
Koble,  Rngglei,  Thimiaa,  Tyler,  WlUIanu— 15. 
•  Nats.— ilefan.  Baniard,  Barton,  Benton,  Bou- 
toiy,  Branch,  Pickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  HarriBon,* 
Ayne,  Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  Loulstasa,  Kane,  King,  HcKinlcj,  UcLaoc, 
Ferris,  Bobbins,  Kowan,  ffidgely,  Seymour,  Kls- 
bee,  &nitb  of  Ifarrluid,  Smith  of  South  Carolina, 
Tazewell,  Tan  Burco,  White,  WUley,  Woodbury 
—SO. 

The  qoeaticai  waa  takea  on  the  motion  of 


Kr.  IIatxs,  for  filling  the  neveral  Uanb  of  lb 
bill,  and  it  waa  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Suirn,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  tlw 
following  proviao  to  the  bill — ^whidi  waa  sgned 
to: 

Pwnied,  That  the  Aeconntfaig  Offircn  dnll  a 
no  inatatice  pay  over  any  portion  of  the  axisc^ 
herein  appropriated  to  any  other  penoa  or  pertoi 
wfaomsoerer,  tbe  Asttibouvaahaie  doetolaeiffDp- 
er  persons  heretai  prorided  for,  to  aay  tfSm  po^ 
son  or  persona  whomaoeTcr,  than  to  Uat,  ber,  or 
them,  for  whom  it  b  appoiniated,  or  to  bi^  bcr, 
or  their  legal  representatiTe  or  repreaenuiiTci,  fim 
fully  aacertainea  to  be  such  by  the  said  iccountiBg 
officers.  Nor  shall  any  contract,  bugua,  or  nk, 
of  any  such  dlstribntire  share  to  anr  other  pmoa 
or  persons  be  In  uiy  wise  obligatory  on  tbe  vcndo, 
but  shall  be  held  to  be  nuU  and  void,  to  dl  iauiii 
and  poiposea. 

IfonuT,  Febnury  11. 

[The  bOl  forthe  refief  of  ]lra.8MBBDacattrsid 
others,  was  taken  up. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  fimlljpiM^ 
and  sent  to  the  House.] 

2Wrr  of  the  Vice  Praidmt—Sislt  ft  CiO  i 
Senator  to  Order— Bight  nf  tie  Seaaiar  tt 
AppedL  * 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Bidgklt,  the  Satst«  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideratiim  of  the  report  m'  ib« 
committee  appointed  to  revise  the  rnks  (rf  the 
Senate ;  when  the  amendnaenta  reported  b? 
the  oommSttM  were  iOTenUy  read  nd  igntd 
to. 

Ur.  Taexwkll  rose  to  inquire  of  tht  dtvr 
nun  of  the  oommtttee,  whether  the  6th  snd  7tk 
mlea  had  been  considered^  and  vliethir  dit 
oommittee  proposed  any  altoatioB  Id  tben. 

T.  referred  to  a  dedmon  made  io  rriitioo 
to  those  mlea  by  the  Vice  President  two  ;e«n 
ago.  Hr.  T.  thought  then,  and  still  tbtn^t, 
that  the  decision  of  the  Vice  FrcwdeDtvtf 
correct.  The  Vice  Preudentf  in  his  ofunite, 
had  not  the  power  to  call  a  SoiatOTtooiuMfv 
words  spoken  in  debate — it  waa  a  power  that 
ought  not  to  be  ^ven  him. 

Sir.  BiDOiLT,  in  reoly,  stated  that  tbM 
rules  (the  6th  and  7th)  had  been  considered 
the  committee,  who  were  of  <^inion  thst  M 
alteration  in  ttiem  was  necessary  or  cxpedint, 
and  that  the  deduoa  under  them  of  the  Viw 
President,  allnded  to  by  the  Senatur  fcoB  Vv- 
ginia,  was  sabatantially  oorreot. 

Hr.  ^KO,  a  member  of  the  coninittee,  made 
an  explanation  rimilar  to  that  <tf  Hr.  Ridcei-t. 
He  hod  no  doubt,  in  hts  own  mind,  that  tbe 
decision  of  the  President,  Jost  alluded  to, 
a  correct  one.  There  waa  one  member  of  ue 
committee,  however,  who  ditfered  in  <q»BiM 
with  the  minority  in  regard  to  these  ntk-*,  m 
who  had  proposed  an  alteration  of  tbem.  H* 
wai^  however,  overruled      tbe  dectMa  « 
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dw  other  memberg  of  tho  committee,  who 
thoi^t  it  belt  that  the  rnlei  ihonld  lemi^  ai 

Mr,  Foot  declared  htmaelf  to  be  tbe  member 
of  the  eommittee  alloded  to^  who  had  proposed 
the  Ameodment  to  the  Atii  rule;  and  after 
being  called  apoa  in  thia  maimar,  he  felt  him- 
nlf  brand  to  propose  the  same  amendment  for 
the  ooDsideration  of  the  Senate;  and  shoold 
■sngn  the  reasoDfl  which  Induced  him  to  offer 
thit  amendment  in  the  committee,  and  which 
he  now  felt  it  his  dntr  to  nrge  before  the  Sen- 
ile, in  fiiTor  of  its  adoption.  Sir,  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  has  stated  very  correctly  the 
prooeedings  of  the  committee  on  the  sabject. 
The  roles  of  the  Senate  are  few  in  nnmber, 
embracing  onlj  the  cases  in  which  the  Senate 
htve  tbouzht  proper  to  depart  from  the  rules 
of  prooeecmig  m  Jeflferson's  Mannal,  whhdi  up- 
pun  to  hare  bera  adopted  by  oMisent,  as  their 
goide  in  all  thw  deliberations.  The  6th  and 
Tth  mles  of  the  Senate,  hy  the  oonstniction 
girra  hj  the  present  presiding  officer,  hare  pat 
it  entirdy  oat  of  the  power  of  any  person  to 
call  %  Senator  to  order  for  words  spoken,  until 
the  Senator  shall  have  finished  his  speech. 
For,  if  the  pre«ding  officer  has  not  the  power, 
it  erists  in  no  one ;  for,  in  Jefferson's  Hanuid 
it  is  lud  down  explicitly,  that  "Offensire 
vorda  are  not  to  bo  noticed  nntil  the  member 
ha  finished  hia  speech,  then  they  are  to  be 
vrittea  down."  It  wpears  from  this,  that  these 
lolea,  instead  of  fiioilitating  the  bosiness,  are 
Mlf  ealeolated  to  produce  embarrassment; 
■nd  it  is  wj  eridenfc  th&t  snch  baa  been  their 
operation  in  relation  to  the  case  to  which  the 
MD&tor  from  Virginia  (Ur.  Tazswkll)  has  al- 
iased. And,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  the  rules 
should  dther  be  amended  so  as  to  recognize  in 
the  President  the  power  to  call  to  order,  or 
that  they  ahoold  be  expunged,  and  leave  tlie 
Uaonal  far  our  gnide ;  fur,  under  Uiat  mle,  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  to  call 
to  order :  for,  in  speaking  of  offensive  words  in 
debate,  he  sayn,  such  proceedings  Mr,  Speak- 
er oQght  to  sai^>resB."  It  would  seem  from 
the  9xh.  mle,  as  if  it  waa  not  contemplated 
tint  the  Prmdent  should  call  to  order  for 
words  qtoken,  beoanse  the  memlMv  la  required 
to  take  his  seat  mitil  the  ^vridcnt  decides 
whether  be  is  in  or  oat  of  order.  And  if  called 
to  order  by  the  President,  it  woald  seem  nn- 
aeeesMry  that  he  should  take  his  seat  to  allow 
fiate  for  the  President  to  decide ;  for  the  coll 
to  order  would  of  course  be  a  decision  of  the 
first  instance. 

Ur.  Uaoox  s^d  that  he  thought  the  Presi- 
dent ought  not  call  to  order.  lie  should  sit 
in  hia  seat  to  decide  between  the  members, 
ud  he  ought  to  be  pure  and  unbiassed,  like  a 
judge  upon  the  bench.  Or,  said  Hr.  H.,  sup- 
pose that  he  improper^  calls  to  order,  to 
whom  ar«  you  to  appeuf  He  is  to  dedde; 
therefore,  b«  onj^t  to  ke^  aloof  from  the 
cause  of  oompl^t,  and  not  be  the  9riginator 
vt  the  call,  so  as  to  Judge  impartially  between 


the  oppoute  parties.  He  had  rather  have  it  so, 
than  alter  it. 

Kr.  Kura  here  read  the  6fh  and  Tth  rules, 
and  c(»nmented  on  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
meat  as  proposed  by  Ur.  Foot.  If  you  give, 
iidd  Kr.  K.,  thia  power  to  the  Vice  President 
yon  olothe  him  with  the  most  tremendous  and 
dangerous  power;  a  power  no  less  tlion  that 
of  putting  an  end  to  deliate ;  to  gag  a  member 
when  the  course  of  debate  is  not  consonant  to 
his  wishes  or  his  feelings.  He  wonld  suppose 
that  the  Vice  President  was  connected,  either  by 
interest  or  by  inclination,  with  those  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Qovemment,  he  would  then 
have  the  power  to  pnt  a  member  down  tho 
moment  he  discussed  a  sabject  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  so  alnmid  to  the  people— a  power 
which,  if  he  chose  to  exercise  it,  wonld  moke 
him  the  veriot  tyrant  in  existence.  It  is  not 
necessary,  said  Ur.  K.,  to  enable  us  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  Senate  with  r^Iarity 
and  deoomm,  to  give  any  snch  power.  He 
liad  no  idea  of  snbjccUng  the  freedom  of  debate 
to  the  control  of  any  one  individual.  What- 
ever confidence  he  might  have  in  tho  present 
presiding  officer,  still  the^  time  might  arrive 
when  this  power,  if  now  given,  would  be  found 
in  dangerous  hands.  He  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  not  previdl.  He  repeated,  he  had 
every  confidence  in  the  tmparuality  and  cor- 
rectness of  the  decisions  of  the  present  prerid- 
ing  offloer,  bnt  he  wished  to  guard  against  any 
posslUe  contingency. 

Ur.  DiOKSBBOH  said  it  was  certain  that  any 
member  of  the  Senate  had  a  right  to  call 
another  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate^ 
however  inoffensive  those  words  might  be; 
and  he  considered  it  equally  certain  that  the 
president  might  call  to  order  for  words  spoken 
m  debate,  when  those  words  might  bo  an  out- 
rage upon  the  decomm  of  the  Senate.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  presiding  oflicer  to  preserve 
order.  The  power  to  do  this  must  be  an  in- 
herent one,  without  which,  the  duty  could  not 
be  performed,  and  the  officer  conld  not  preside. 
He  has,  and  must  liavo,  so  much  power  as  to 
preserve  deoomm  in  the  Senate,  that  tho  bnsi- 
new  may  proceed  without  intorniption.  Two 
years  ago,  when  two  Senators,  by  the  violence 
of  th^  remarks  npm  each  other,  totally  in- 
tormpted  the  business  of  the  Senate,  they  were 
called  to  order  by  a  third  Senator,  who  was 
directed  to  reduce  tho  words  to  writing;  this 
ho  refused  to  do,  as  it  was  no  concern  of  his. 

Mr.  Vax  Bdben  Bud  that  he  did  not  con- 
ceive that  tlie  office  conferred  the  ri^ht  to  call 
to  order.  If  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President 
were  derived  from  the  constitution,  as  nobody 
donbted,  he  knew  of  no  sanction  to  that  power, 
cither  in  cases  of  irrelevancy  or  impropriety 
of  speech.  The  only  express  power  granted 
by  the  eonstitntion,  was  that  of  giving  the 
casting  vote.  This  amendment  went  to  give 
him  another  power  not  contemplated  by  the 
constitution.  On  the  oontrory,  tho  oonstitu- 
tion  has  ^ven  the  ri^t  to  the  two  Houses  to 
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make  rales  for  the  goTemmeot  of  their  own 
members,  and  for  the  direodon  of  tbetr  prerid* 
iDg  officers.  Be  thought  the  power  a  aoDger- 
oas  one  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  vioe 
FreddeQt  It  was  never  tolerated,  and  it  was 
never  intended  to  be,  that  a  member  shonld  be 
pnt  down  becaose  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
chose  to  present  his  views  or  defend  his  princi- 
ples. Yet  this  misht  happen,  nnder  the  discre- 
tion which  would  be  given  by  this  amendment. 
As  to  the  individuals  of  the  Senate,  he  could 
not  bdieve  that  the  Ume  woald  ever  come, 
when  thej  would  be  to  fingetful  of  tiieir  own 
dignity,  and  that  of  Ilia  body,  as  not  to  call  to 
order  anj  member  who  should  overstep  the 
bonnds  of  decorum.  He  was  satisfied  witn  the 
rule  as  it  was ;  and  was,  therefore,  opposed  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Uekton  was  opposed  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  unnecessary  power  in  irresponsible 
hands,  and  of  that  character  he  conceived  the 
present  motion  to  be.  Every  Senator  had 
now  the  right  to  call  to  order,  and  certainly 
forty>seven  Senators  were  enongh  to  watch 
one.  It  could  not  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
number  to  forty-eight,  by  adding  the  Vice 
President,  who  is  in  no  way  responsible  to  us. 
"Ve  do  not  elect  him,  and  we  cannot  displace 
him,  except  by  an  impeachment,  which  must 
be  instituted  in  the  other  House.  Nor  is  it 
safe  to  vest  the  power  of  restraining  debates 
in  an  officer  like  him,  not  concerned  in  the  de- 
bate, and  not  responsible  to  us  for  the  exercise 
of  his  power.  He  may  abnse  this  power,  and 
we  are  without  remedy.  The  power  of  slop- 
ing a  member  in  debate — of  making  him  sit 
own  and  proceed  in  another  manner,  or  not 
proceed  at  all,  is  a  power  of  high  import.  The 
feelings  of  the  Senator  may  be  deeply  wounded 
by  it,  but  that  is  a  trifle  compared  with  the 
iqjnry  which  may  be  done  to  his  constituents. 
A  debate,  vital  to  their  liboties,  might  be 
stopped  and  terminated,  under  the  pretence  of 
confining  the  Speaker  to  a  partleuhu-  question ; 
and  the  iiyury  would  be  without  remcuy.  The 
Vice  President  holds  his  office  independent  of 
the  will  of  the  body  over  which  he  presides, 
and  in  that  respect  differs  from  the  Speaker 
of  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  and  all  other 
presiding  officers  to  which  he  has  l>een  likened. 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  is 
responsible  to  the  body  over  which  he  presides. 
They  make,  and  they  can  unmake  htm,  and  he 
is  vested  with  powers  by  the  rules  of  the 
House,  which  the  Senate  have  never  conferred 
upon  the  President  of  Uiis  body.  But  the 
principle  invidved  in  tMa  question  has  already 
been  Voided  npon,  and  acted  on  for  two  years ; 
X  allude  to  the  appointment  of  committees 
token  away  from  the  President  of  this  body 
because  he  was  not  responsible  to  us,  and  re- 
tidned  in  oar  own  hands,  although  it  was  uni- 
versally acknowledged  that  tlie  power  had 
been  well  exercised.  The  admission  is  general, 
if  not  unanimous,  that  you,  sir,  had  exercised 
thifl  power  discreetly  and  unexoeptionably— 


no  objection  was  taken  to  your  eondoct— ft 
waa  conceded  all  round  tiiai  H  was  a  power  of 
a  nature  to  be  better  exerdaed  hf  a  pmidtn; 
officer  than  by  the  Senate  at  large ;  but,  be- 
cause yon  were  not  one  of  us,  not  mated  by 
us,  nor  responsible  to  us,  this  power  wss  taken 
out  of  your  hands.  I  see  no  difference  in  the 
principle  of  the  two  cases,  and  there  dial)  be 
no  difference  in  my  conduct  npon  them.  I 
voted  to  take  the  appointing  power  over  com- 
mittees out  of  your  hands,  beeaaae  yon  were 
not  one  of  ns,  and  I  oppoee  your  rint  to  atop 
me  in  debate,  for  a  real  or  mi^poBed  MtUode^tf 
expression,  for  the  same  reason. 

Allusion  has  been  made,  sir,  to  past  scenes  m 
this  chamber,  when  a  Senator,  not  sow  a  nwni- 
ber  of  this  body — one  whom,  I  am  proud  to 
say,  lienors  me  with  the  name  of  friend,  (Mr. 
RANDOLpn,) — has  been  aupposed  to  trsnsoeod 
the  freedom  of  debate,  and  you,  nr,  were  en- 
sured for  permitting  it.  According  to  the 
opinion  which  you  then  expressed,  and  which 
I  concur  in,  you  bad  no  power  to  call  to  order 
for  that  cause,  and  the  present  motion  goH 
npon  that  idea,  otherwise  it  would  not  be 
necessary  now  to  confer  this  power.  Thatym 
were  right  in  your  decimon,  is  strongly  to  be 
inferred,  from  the  fact,  that  of  mtj-mn 
Senators  having  the  nndonbted  v^t  to  cill  ta 
ordtf  on  these  occacd<HU,  no  one  did  it ;  and  if 
those,  whose  rights  were  unqucstionsbk, 
not  act,  it  certunly  was  excusable  in  ron. 
whose  autliority  was  at  least  doubtful,  to  fol- 
low their  example.  One  thing  iscertam;  if 
you  erred,  you  erred  on  the  side  of  libectr.  act 
of  authority ;  and  the  rarity  of  these  kind  of 
errors,  by  those  in  power,  should  give  Am 
a  claim  to  our  respect,  when  they  do  octcr. 
But  I  do  not  admit  there  was  an  error,  nor  do 
I  rest  the  vindication  of  my  friend  upon  pre- 
sumptuous inferences  derivable  from  onr  ova 
conduct.  I  take  higher  ground,  and  ssy  thai 
nothing  which  we  have  evw  heiud  from  Ihtf 
gentleman  fm  this  flow,  in  reference  to  our 
President  and  his  Secretaries,  exceeded  ia 
severity  and  violence  what  ts  said  with  im- 
punity in  the  British  Parilament,  by  connnonm 
as  wdl  as  peen,  <^  tiieir  king  and  hn  nuiUs- 
ters. 

I  have  some  acquuntance  with  the  debstn 
of  the  British  Parliament — ^not  so  mnch  tsl 
ought  to  have— but  enongh  to  bear  me  oat  in 
the  assertion,  that  the  king  and  hu  minieters 
have  been  often  animadverted  upon,  in  belli 
Houses  of  Parliament,  with  a  degree  <^  seTeiity 
which  the  eentleman  alluded  to  Dever  Itaa* 
scended  on  tliis  floor,  in  any  thing  which  besud 
of  our  Prerident  and  his  Ministers.  Ispeakof 
wh^  has  ownrred  In  the  BritiA  FariiaDnl 
in  times  of  order  and  subordination,  when  ib» 
Speakers  were  men  of  tlie  first  weight  ui 
dignity  of  character,  and  when  no  om  nOd 
them  to  order ;  and  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  it  argnes  badly  for  the  spirit  of  tbf 
times  in  onr  country,  that  it  is  an  evil  onxa 
for  onr  republican 'institationi^  if  Amen^ 
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Seottora  caonot  be  u  free  with  their  President 
and  Secretaries,  as  British  subjecta  may  be 
Tith  their  monaroh  and  his  prime  mimsterB. 
But  this  reproach,  ur,  does  not  lie  at  your 
door.  By  your  decision,  yon  prevented  the 
ttdia  from  sticking  to  yoar  stirts.  That  you 
were  right,  I  then  believed,  and  still  believe. 
£vea  npon  a  critical  constrnctlon  of  our  own 
rales,  leaving  out  the  enlarged  considerations 
irhicb  governed  you,  yonr  deoiaon  will  stand 
the  test  of  the  severest  Bcmtiny.  Those  rules 
0>ra  70a  *  power  to  decide  after  the  qnes- 
tion  a  order  is  nused  and  placed  JlMfore  yon. 
Then  A  member  is  called  to  order,  his  words 
^  be  taken  down  In  writing,  and  the  Presi- 
dent shall  decide.  This  is  the  rule.  Now  wh^ 
redaoe  to  writing,  except  to  inform  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  words  excepted  to  I  And  why  in- 
form him,  if  he  already  knows  them?  And 
wbj  make  another  decbion,  if  ho  had  already 
decided  in  the  fact  of  calling  to  order  f  The 
words  and  the  spirit  of  the  rule  go  npon  the 
idea,  that  one  member  is  to  accuse  another  of 
disorder,  and  that  you,  as  a  disinterested  and 
iia^rtiid  arbiter,  are  to  decide  between  them. 
Tlus  is  nn&yoraUe  to  the  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tion, which  forever  separates  the  function  of 
tbe  jiidge  and  accuser,  and  so  may  they  remain 
on  this  Soor  as  everywhere  dse. 

Ur.  Sjirm,  <^  Maryland,  said  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Vice  President,  as  presiding  officer  of 
tbe  Senate,  to  decide  agreeably  to  such  roles 
ud  regulations  as  shall  have  been  made  for  his 
guidance.  In  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
tlie  presiding  officer  had  the  power  of  calling  a 
member  to  order  "  for  words  spoken,"  because 
be  WHS  one  of  their  own  body,  elected  by 
themselves  to  preside  over  thein,  and  amenable 
to  their  authority.  If  his  decisions  are  unsat- 
^fictory,  they  can  refuse  to  re-«lect  him — but 
ve,  ur,  have  no  saoh  power.  Oar  predding 
(Acer  is  not  elected  by  us — ^he  is  sent  here  by 
the  people  ol  the  United  States,  and  totally  in- 
dependent <^  08.  Ur.  S.  was  not  willitu  to 
Test  either  the  Vice  President  or  President 
fre  tern,  with  the  power  to  stop  debate.  It  is 
stremendoos  power — ^I  have  felt  it,  nr,  and 
i6m  shall  forget  it.  On  a  certain  occasion,  in 
the  other  House,  a  report  was  presented  from 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  which  animadverted 
TCTj  severely  on  Hr.  Gerry.  I  ondertook  to 
uimadvert  on  the  report,  and  was  called  to 
order.  Unoonscious  that  I  had  travelled  out  of 
the  record,  I  proccedodf  and  was  three  times 
<aDed  to  order.  I  then  inquired  why  I  was 
considered  to  be  out  of  order  I— and  was  told- 
bf  the  Speaker,  that  the  report  npon  which  I 
bad  iDimadverted  must  not  be  conudered  the 
Import  of  the  Secretary,  but  of  the  President 
or  the  United  States.  That  I  eonld  not  pro- 
ofed: fin',  before  the  discnsHw  commenced,  I 
bad  been  called  out  of  my  scat,  and  told,  by  a 
person  high  in  office,  that  tbe  President  re- 
quested that  the  report  might  not  be  consid- 
^  SB  his,  but  as  tne  report  of  the  Secretary 
(«  State.  Mr.  Fresidenti  I  am  onwilUng  to  be 


|>laoed  in  this  body,  differently  constituted  as  it 
18  from  the  other,  in  such  a  situation  as  I  then 
was,  to  be  stopped  in  the  course  of  my  argu- 
ment. There  were  high  party  times  then,  and 
high  party  times  may  come  again,  and  when- 
ever tney  do,  similar  outrage  may  (with  such  a 
power)  be  committed.  And  where  will  be  tha 
remedy  t  Gentlemen  say,  in  the  appeal  fVom 
the  decision  of  the  Prendent  An  appeal  1 
My  experience  has  taught  me  to  know  that  an 
appeal  is  not  worth  a  button.  Tbe  minority 
will  always  support  the  Chair,  right  or  wrong. 
An  appeal  was  taken  ut  the  cose  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  the  m^ority  voted  with  the  Speak- 
er, and  always  wilL  An  appeal  from  the  Chidr 
is  tea  €t  preteria  niOl.  I  wonld  rather  be 
without  the  appeal. 

Mr.  MoLakb  commenced  his  remarks  with 
an  apology  for  obtruding  his  sentiments  upon 
the  Senate,  in  which  he  hod  so  recently  taken 
his  seat,  on  a  subject  relating  to  their  rules  and 
orders.  TRe  amendment  appeared  to  him 
directly  to  involve  the  power  ot  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident to  cull  a  Senator  to  order,  and  prevent 
htm  from  speaking,  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
bate. He  hod  considered  that  snlyect,  and  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Vice  Pre^dent  did  not  iK>a- 
sess  andi  power,  independent  of  or  according 
to  the  exisung  niles  01  the  Senate,  and  was  nn- 
willing  to  confer  snoh  power  by  any  alteration 
of  the  rules.  The  amendment  by  its  tenns, 
concedes,  and  tlie  mover,  witlt  a  commendable 
spirit  of  candor,  admits  that,  by  the  existing 
rules,  the  power  in  qnesUon  cannot  be  exer- 
cised by  the  Vice  President ;  and  so  far  as  this 
admission  may  be  entitled  to  weight,  it  would 
place  the  proposed  change  on  gromids  of  expe- 
diency merely ;  bnt  the  argument  of  gentlemen 
bad  taken  a  wider  scope,  nad  asserted  bolder 
chums  to  power,  and  had  invested  the  Vice 
President  with  anthority  to  stop  a  Senator  in 
debate,  and  arrest  discusuon  for  the  use  of 
words  which  he  might  deem  IrreleTimt  or  dis- 
orderly. 

A  power  of  such  magnitude,  so  vital  to  the 
dearest  privil^es  of  the  members  of  this  body, 
has  been  sappraed,  by  at  least  one  Senator,  in- 
herent in  the  Vice  President,  as  incident  to  his 
office  as  preuding  officer  of  the  Senate  under 
the  constitotioo,  or  derived  from  the  roles  con- 
tiuned  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  "  Uanual  of  Parlia- 
mentary Practice."  He  denied  these  assertions 
altogether,  which  he  considered  dangerous  in 
principle,  and  thought  it  perfectly  plain,  that 
tiie  law  of  the  English  Parliament  could  have 
no  force  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
much  less  that  they  could  control  the  privily 
of  debate. 

That  the  Vice  Prendent  was  not  a'  member 
of  the  Senate ;  that  he  was  placed  here,  not  by 
the  body  itself,  but  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  constitution,  which,  by  speci- 
fying certain  of  his  powers  and  limiting  their 
extent,  by  a  implication  excluded  all  oth- 
ers, had  already  been  sufficiently  adverted  to. 
He  wonld  press  them  no  farther  than  to  re- 
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nark,  that  it  thence  appeared  to  him  perfectly 
dear  that  the  constitution  could  not  hare  de- 
aigned  to  subject  the  Senate  to  the  administra- 
tion of  an  officer,  withoat  other  rale  than  his 
arbitrary  will,  and  irresponsible  to  those  who 
might  become  the  objects  of  his  oppression. 
It  might  be  fairly  prenuuied,  he  said,  if  it  had 
not  been  expressly  provided,  that  an  aoUiority 
tlius  conferred  would  be  liable  to  the  regula- 
tion of  those  on  whomjt  was  to  be  exerted. 

The  doctrine  of  inherent  or  incidental  power, 
ITr.  McL.  said,  was  everywhere  the  offering  of 
w^nt  necesMty,  and  belonged  to  no  ftinetions 
in  this  Government,  nnleaa  IndinwMiible  to  Its 
existence.  In  regard  to  the  r%ht  in  qneation, 
there  certify  could  be  no  pretence  for  snoh 
necessity. 

If  the  Vice  President  possessed  the  power  as 
incident  to  his  office,  it  would  bo  the  gift  of  the 
constitution,  and  as  such  transcend  the  author- 
ity of  the  Senate.  There  oould  be  no  limit  to 
such  power,  but  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  pre- 
mding  officer.  The  Senate  could  subject  it  to 
no  control ;  they  could  neither  prescribe  rules 
of  order,  nor  the  ciroamstances  under  which 
their  debates  might  be  interrupted ;  and  would 
thus  be  subjected  to  a  dominion  which  he  be- 
lieved no  gentleman  had  aaioady  contem- 
idated. 

Of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  that  of  fV«ely 
Ascnssing  the  various  subjecta  tit  their  deUber- 
ations  was  the  (fearest,  intimately  interwoTen 
with  the  structure  of  uiat  body.  He  consid- 
ered the  freedom  of  speech  here,  as  sacred  as  ; 
that  <d  the  press  elsewhere ;  and  if  the  com- 
bined power  of  Congress  and  the  Execu- 
tive be  incompetent,  as  he  believed  it  wa.",  to 
abridge  the  A^odom  of  either,  beyond  these 
walls,  he  conld  not  admit  a  power  incident  to 
the  Vice  President  to  regulate  the  former  on 
this  floor.  lie  could  conceive  of  no  right  more 
clearly  incident  to  the  Senate,  than  that  of  free 
discusfiion,  M'ithout  which  its  deliberations 
conld  not  be  properly  conducted.  lie  thought 
it  e<mstitated  an  important  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  tlie  Senate,  which  they  possessed  tiie 
exclusive  power  of  regulating  by  their  own 
rules. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  estab- 
lishing the  Legislature  for  the  Union,  aothor- 
ized  "  each  House  to  determine  the  rules  of  its 
proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly 
Deliaviur,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirdft,  to  expel  a  member." 

Id  this  provision,  Mr.  UoL.  said,  was  con- 
tained the  whole  parliamontiiry  power  over  the 
aubject  of  order — that  of  prescribing  rules,  and 
of  enforcing  obedience.  It  was  absolute  and 
unlimited,  and  could  not  consist  with  the  exist- 
woe  of  a  rimilar  power  elsewliere.  It  relieved 
the  Senate  from  any  other  rule  than  that  emar 
nating  &om  ita  own  will. 

Ur.  SMrm,  of  South  Carolina,  a^d  that  he 
ahould  not  have  thought  of  offering  the  aroend- 
nent  now  under  consideration  ^  but,  while  the 
itilee  were  under  diseoarion,  be  thooght  it  beat 


to  main  tiiem  aa  perfect  aa  poastUeu  At  pm-  | 
eot  all  things  were  tranqnil ;  but  the  rnaoe  and 
harmony  of  the  country  might  not  uw^js  n- 
main,  and  it  waa  derirahle  that  all  measms 
should  be  taken  to  preserve  it   If  the  qoestioB  i 
involved  in  this  amendment  had  already  gooe 
forth  among  the  people,  and  caused  some  com- 
motion, it  was  nigh  time  that  it  should  be 
finally  settled.   He  had  always  considered  it  | 
the  right  ex  «  termini  of  ^e  President  to  queQ 
all  disorders  of  whatever  dracriptioo. 

The  qnestion  was,  whether  it  hhould  not  be 
the  right  oft  the  I^endent  to  call  to  order,  fir- 
ing the  privily  to  any  member  to  call  for  a 
reviaioA  of  the  decMon  hy  the  Senate.  It  wu 
a  rale  of  the  Senate  for  thirty-five  years,  far 
the  President  to  call  to  order,  and  he,  fainb«l( 
had  been  the  subject  of  it.  He  had  been  called 
to  order  by  his  late  Tencrable  friend  Mr.  Gail- 
lard.  He  had  appealed  to  the  Senate  to  say 
whetlier  he  was  out  of  M^r,  and  the  dectacai 
was,  that  there  could  be  no  appeal.  It  Bceincd 
to  be  assumed  by  some  gentlemen,  that  they 
were  going  to  place  a  tyrant  in  the  chair,  aad 
that  against  his  lawless  rnle  it  waa  wetmxj  to 

Erovide.  This  did  not  produce  any  effect  ai 
is  mind.  While  a  Vice  President  waa  in  Die  i 
chair  he  had  no  fear.  While  the  prendiajr  offi- 
cer of  the  Senate  was  one  in  whom  the  peofi» 
had  confidence,  and  who  reached  bis  ekvatm 
legally,  he  saw  no  cause  d  appreh«»k)iL  b 
the  House  of  Representotivea,  the  membtn  or 
the  Choir  have  the  right  to  eaU  to  order.  If 
;  it  did  not  exist  in  the  office  oi  Vice  President, 
the  Senate  had  the  ri^ht  to  give  it  to  turn;  aad  ' 
he  was  in  favor  of  doing  so.  As  to  the  srppo-  I 
dtion  that  the  Vice  Prudent  was  not  a  mem-  j 
her  of  the  Senate,  he  did  not  beUeve  the  post-  j 
tion  could  be  maintained,  as  he  was  firnuT  of 
the  opinion  that  he  waa  made  part  of  the  body 
by  the  constitotion.  It  waa  true  that  all  lb« 
powers  formerly  exercised  by  the  Chair  had 
not  been  considered  inalienable.  For  instta**, 
the  manner  of  nominalaag  committees  had 
been  changed  several  times,  and  aAfHweot  that 
duty  waa  transferred  to  the  Senate  itadf.  But 
there  were  otherpowm  which  were  entirely 
incidratal  to  the  Chair,  and  conld  be  verted  ao- 
where  else.  A  gentleman  gets  np,  and  m»k«s 
a  certain  proposition.  Does  not  the  Chair  tefl 
him  he  is  out  of  order  t  This  is  done  eitiy 
day.  When  two  members  rose  also  at  thewna 
time,  power  was  given  to  the  pre«idiog  cffictr 
to  say  whose  turn  it  was  to  apeak  first  If  the 
principle  now  attempted  to  be  eatat^sbed  vm 
correctly  founded,  why  ahonld  this  power  p»- 
tain  entirely  to  the  presiding  offiMrf  "by 
shonld  not  one  of  the  forty-eight  members  do 
thist  It  would  be  idle  to  argue  in  thu  a-iy; 
and  it  waa,  JSt.  6.  ocaiidered,  atranit  proof  tbiK 
the  Vice  President  bad  all  the  powcn  iaridn- 
tal  to  his  situation.  If  they  looked  even  to 
ordinary  societies,  they  should  find  that  tbey 
elected  their  President,  who,  by  the  dectiaB* 
was  invested  with  all  neceasary  powers  Itx 
directing  the  boaiiMaa  <tf  tbenMeunga.  HeW- 
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tomes  at  onoe  the  Jadg«  of  what  is  to  be  done, 
ui  the  director  of  the  mode  in  which  it  shall 
bvdoiM  If  for  on^  bM  Mr.  S..  am  for  giving 
power  to  uie  Ohur,  if  there  u  ujr  aerioiiB 
«Hbt  cf  hii  posMsdDg  it.  I  think  there  la  no 
dinger  in  ^ving  him  saoh  a  power.  If  two 
Kwmben  were  to  qnarrel  across  the  house, 
vonld  the  Qiair  decline  interfering  ?  Or,  rap- 
pon  that  a  Senator  were  to  go  at  length  into 
tiie  oooidderation  of  a  sabject  entirely  foreign 
to  the  question  in  hand,  and  talk  of  the  Army 
or  the  Navj  when  the  qoestion  of  the  proper 
locstion  of  a  road  was  Mfore  the  Senate  f  or 
disniss  the  ezpedien<7  of  an  appropriation, 
when  no  appropriation  was  contemplated  V' 
Toald  the  Obur  nt  silent  and  permit  this 
irrelevancr  t  OertaiDlr  not  If  he  did,  an 
imliridaal  tri^t  talk  here  a  wlu^  day,  and 
irrivB  at  nouin^  There  were  rales,  the  en* 
&reement  ctf  which  oonid  not  be  tak«  from 
the  Chair  witboat  making  the  Senate  a  mere 
nollitr.  It  would  be,  in  foot,  throwing  a  new 
and  inoonvenieat  doty  into  the  hands  of  the 
membere,  bj  setting  them  to  watoh  over  and 
•dmiiuiter  uie  roles,  which,  in  reiditjr,  belongs 
to  the  Prcrident. 

Mr.  UcKiNLBT  looked  upon  all  ot^eetiona  to 
the  amendment  as  having  a  bearing  npiHi  the 
CDiutitaUonal  miestion.  It  had  been  sud  that 
tite  Vice  President  was  not  a  member  of  this 
bodj.  If  this  declaration  were  modified  so  as 
to  ba  that  he  was  not  a  Senator,  he  would 
agree  to  it.  But  he  maintained  that  he  was  a 
member.  The  aignment  ^ipeara  to  be  gronnd- 
ed  OQ  the  faot  tiiat  the  Senate  does  not  elect 
libn.  We  eomplain  that  we  do  not  elect  him — 
ihai  he  is  not  a  member — bat  against  whom  do 
wfl  cmnplainf  Against  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  They  elect  him ;  and  they,  by 
the  oonstatntion,  declare  that  he  shall  preude 
over  the  d^berations  of  the  Senate.  I  say, 
then,  Bud  Mr.  McE.,  it  is  the  Vice  President  to 
whom  the  powers  naturally  beloninng  to  a  pre- 
ying officer  AaH  be  accorded.  Who  is  to  do 
the  duty  bnt  him  ?  Who  else  ^ould  preserve 
order,  so  necessaiy  to  the  efibctnal  performance 
<tf  the  duties  of  Senators  t  It  had  been  said 
that  he  posaeased  no  inherent  power.  I  do 
not,  said  Ur.  ICeK.,  noderstand  the  term.  He 
ins  not  aware  that  any  otBatie  of  Gorerunoit 
possessed  inherent  power ;  he  rather  thonriit 
aU  potrers  under  the  constitution  were  ^e- 
SdedL  He  would  ask  in  what  the  difference 
Monated  between  the  duties  of  the  Speaker  of 
tha  Hooae  of  Kepresentatives  and  the  President 
of  ttua  body  t  He  did  not  see  the  great  dis- 
tinction that  had  been  Im^ined.  Bat  the 
RRat  o(;}ection  was,  that  the  Vice  Fresideut 
>ot  being  responnble  to  this  body,  we  cannot 
expel  him  in  case  of  misconduct  But  again,  X 
uk,  whose  fitnlt  is  it  that  we  are  so  restricted  f 
And  again,  I  answer,  that  of  the  people  and 
ue  constitntloa.  And  ore  we  to  0y  in  the  face 
of  the  eoDstitaUon,  and  s^  that,  beoinae  the 
preaidhigoffioer  la  elected  diflbrentiy,  we  will 
not  gira  Um  flw  powar  neoeaniy  tor  the 


proper  performance  of  bis  duties?  Order 
must  be  preserved  by  some  mie ;  and  it  b  pre- 
served by  the  Vice  Freddnit  in  the  Senate^ 
under  a  clause  in  the  eonsUtutimi.  It  waa 
sorely  not  the  partienbr  dot^  of  a  monber  to 
call  another  to  order.  He  is  the  interested 
persni,  and  ought  to  l>e  free  fVom  all  interfer- 
enoe  in  the  doty.  There  should  be  an  antlior- 
itr  above  him  to  Judge  ooolly  of  the  propriety 
of  the  procedure.  lie  wished  to  know  wheth- 
er there  waa  not  a  general  rule  in  every  delib- 
erative body  for  this  purpose !  Where  did  the 
^aoretion  rest  bnt  in  the  hands  of  the  presid- 
ing officer  f  The  Vice  Preudent  is  a  membw 
of  this  body ;  he  has  a  modified  infiuence  in 
making  of  all  laws,  as  he  has  the  casting  vote^ 
and  can  wpprov9  or  negative  every  measore. 
Was  it  not  pnwer  that  the  power  shoold  be 
delegated  to  the  Vice  President,  from  the  fin^- 
eight  Senators,  to  preserve  orderl  He  thoo^ 
tliere  could  be  no  question  of  the  expediency 
of  this  measore;  and  under  tiiia  fanpresnon 
was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 

Mr.  Tazbwxu.  a^d :  I  am  hMpfj  to  hear  from 
the  SenaUn-  from  Alabama,  that  he  admits  the 
right  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  and  every  member 
of  this  body,  to  exerofse  the  power  which  the 
amendment  proposes  to  confer  upon  the  Ohair. 
The  difference  of  opinion  between  this  honorable 
Senator  and  myseli|  in  relation  to  this  subject,  is 
then  reduced  to  a  very  narrow  space  indeed.  He 
admits  the  right  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  of  its 
members ;  and  denies  that  the  presiding  officer 
of  this  body  eidoya  thia  ri^t  at  present  He 
thinks  it  expedient  however,  that  thia  officer 
should  poaaess  such  a  power,  becauae  it  la  not 
the  special  duty  of  any  particular  Senator  to 
exercise  the  rimt  which  confessedly  belongs  to 
him.  And  thinking  so,  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama is  willing  to  grant  each  a  power  to  the 
Chair,  provided  it  is  limited  and  restricted  as 
the  amendment  proposes.  I  ooiuiur  in  the 
greater  part  of  tliia  opinion,  although  not  for 
the  reason  assigned  by  this  honorable  Senator. 
To  me  it  has  always  appeared,  that  the  rights 
of  public  agents  of  all  kinds,  were  bestowed 
upon  them,  not  for  their  own,  but  for  the  pub- 
lic good;  and  therefore  that  all  such  ly^tM 
conferred,  were  in  trath  bnt  dutiea  impmed. 
Being  dnnea,  we  have  not  the  ri^t  to  abandon 
tb^r  dischanN,  while  we  retidn  the  station  to 
which  sndi  dntaea  attach :  but  we  are  bound  to 
meet  the  responsibility  tliey  impose,  without 
seeking  to  transfer  the  duty,  and  with  it  the 
responubility,  to  any  other.  As,  however,  it 
<^  nnqoestionably  within  the  oomp«tenoy  of  the 
Senate  to  do  this  act,  and  as  some  trifling  con- 
venience may  pos^bly  resolt  from  it,  (limited 
as  it  is  prapmed  to  make  the  power  granted,)  I 
should  nave  l>een  qnite  indifferent  as  to  the 
fate  of  this  amendment,  bat  for  argnments  of 
a  very  different  kind  fhnn  those  urged  by  the 
Senator  frtnn  Alabama,  which  have  been  of- 
fered in  ite  sni^rt,  by  our  Sanaton^  who  have 
deolared  their  purpose  to  vote  with  him  in  its 
fltTor.  To  noh  KgaamU  I  oan  never  yield 
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erea  the  assent  of  ^ence ;  and  it  is  ntiier  to 
eontest  Uieir  correetneBa  and  tnith,  dian  to  op- 
pose the  amendment  offered,  that  I  have  risen 
to  address  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Batnb  said  there  was  bnt  one  qneetion 
oonneoted  with  this  subject,  which  involved 
principle,  or  was  in  any  degree  material,  and 
that  was,  whether  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  President  of  the  Senate,  vir- 
tute  officii^  haSi  any  power  in  relotim  to  tnies- 
ti(His  of  order,  except  such  as  was  conferred  bj 
the  rates  of  this  House  f  The  constitution  de- 
clares, that  the  Vice  President  shall  be  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  It  makes  him  the  presid- 
fng  <^oer  over  this  branch  of  the  Nati(nial 
Le^slatare,  but  how  he  is  to  preside,  and  bj 
what  rulea  be  is  to  be  governed,  tlie  cimstita- 
tton  is  silent.  Tlie  cMutitntiiHi,  however,  ex- 
pressly declares  that  this  Bouse  ahall  prescribe 
*'  the  mies  of  its  own  proceeding."  And  here 
is  found  the  power,  the  only  power,  under 
which  rules  of  order  can  be  made  applicable  to 
this  House.  If  the  Vice  President  has  any 
power  in  relation  to  this  matter,  except  to  ex- 
jionad  and  enforce  such  rules  as  the  Senate 
may  provide,  deriving  that  power  fWim  the 
constitution,  he  must  possess  it  entirely  free 
from  our  control.  An  inherent  power  must 
make  him  the  sole  and  exclusive  judge,  with- 
out appeal,  in  all  questions  of  oraer.  There 
can  be  no  limitaUon  to  such  a  power,  but  the 
discretion  ot  the  officer  who  ia  to  exercise  it. 
This  eonstrnotlon  would  plaoe  the  Senate  at 
the  feet  of  an  officer,  neitoer  elected  by,  nor 
responsible  to  them.  My  construction  of  the 
constitution  is  very  different  from  this.  I  look 
vpon  the  Vioe  I^ident,  when  taking  his  seat 
as  Prendent  of  the  body,  as  standing  precisely 
in  the  some  situation  as  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  They  are  both  pre- 
siding officers,  but  they  must  preside  in  con- 
formity with  the  rules  of  the  respective  Houses. 
In  these  views,  I  understand  every  gentleman 
who  has  (HKiken  on  this  subject  (except  two)  to 
concur.  The  rights  of  the  Senate,  therefore, 
are  sufficiently  vindicated.  But  a  distinction 
lias  been  taken  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey, (Mr.  DicmnoN,)  betwem  the  power  of 
the  ^«ddent  in  relation  to  mattera  of  decorum 
and  in  relation  to  the  latitude  and  freedom  of 
debate,  which  appears  to  me  not  to  be  well 
founded ;  the  former,  he  contends,  belongs  to 
the  President  by  virtue  of  his  office,  while  the 
latter  can  only  be  derived  fhim  the  rules  of  the 
Senate.  The  correctness  of  this  distinction,  I 
tiiink,  may  be  well  doubted.  For  my  owp 
part,  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  President  can 
possess  any  power  in  relation  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  HoQse,  which  is  not  conferred  by 
the  roles  of  this  House.  'With  respect  to  the 
class  of  easea  which  have  been  stated,  such  as 
a  distnrbanoe  in  the  lobby,  ac  a  fray  on  the 
floor,  and  others  of  a  rimilar  character,  the 
power  of  the  President  to  enfbroe  order  is  de- 
rived from  the  rules  of  the  House.  In  matters 
of  anch  minor  inqiortanoe,  and  ao  little  liable 
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to  abuse,  the  practice  ol  the  House,  for  a  lon| 
series  of  ^ewa,  nuqr  well  be  regaidcit  as  eoa< 
stitutjng  ita  mles.  It  is  a  speoes  vS  oonuBoa 

law  of  all  deliberative  bodies,  that  no  violeot 
interruption  of  their  deliberations  should  be 
mffiareo.   But  there  is  a  wide  ^sUnctira  be- 
tweoi  the  exercise  of  tills  authority,  by  ritttie 
of  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  express  or  implied,  snd 
the  exercise  of  the  same  authority  by  virtue 
certtUu  inherent  powers  derived  from  the  cod-  | 
Btitution.   In  the  former  ease  the  Senate  may 
cliange  the  rule  at  pleasure ;  in  the  latter,  the 
powers  of  the  President  would  be  beyond  tfanr 
control.   Bdieving,  from  this  view  of  the  sob* 
ject,  that  the  oonatitnt^  baa  merdy  d«ri^ 
noted  the  Vice  President,  as  the  officer  wbo  u 
to  preside  over  thia  House,  and  cany  intoefitet 
its  *^  rule  or  proceeding,"  lost  aa  the  Speabr  b 
to  enforce  tbe  rules  «  the  Home  over  whidi 
he  is  to  prende,  ft  seema  dear,  fliat  if  the 
President  possesses  the  power  now  in  dispute,  i 
it  must  be  under  some  rule  either  cxpren  or 
implied.   Now,  if  thia  was  a  subject  ou  which 
we  bad  no  written  rule,  gentlemen  might  resort 
to  the  usage  of  the  Honse,  (if  snch  had  been 
the  usage,  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be  the 
fact',)  in  order  to  show  that  the  Presdect  fftt- 
sesscd  the  power  in  question.    But,  on  this  | 
subject,  the  existence  ai  an  express  written 
rule,  must  prevent  ns  from  resortiDg  to  aaj  ' 
other  source  for  the  powers  of  the  Prestdcct 
The  mode  oS  proceeding  in  case  of  a  vit^atioa  I 
of  order,  by  words  spoken  in  d^^te,  is  pre-  | 
scribed  in  terms  that  seem  to  admit  of  uo  | 
doubt  or  question.    The  sixth  and  eereoth 
mles  declare  in  substance,  that  calls  to  order  in 
snch  cases  can  only  be  made  by  a  member,  j 
That  the  Senator,  so  called  to  order,  shall  take  | 
his  seat,  that  the  words  objected  to  dull  be 
reduced  to  writing,  in  order  to  enable  the  Pres-  I 
ident  to  decide  whether  the  speaker  is  in  order 
or  not   Now,  let  gentlemen  compare  this  mle 
with  the  twrresponding  one  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  There,  the  rule  ijroTides  thtf 
"  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  member  may,  caQ  j 
to  order,"  &c   There,  the  Speaker  is  the  «A- 
cer  whoae  dnty  it  ia  to  call  to  order,  in  the  fint  | 
instance.  Here,  the  President  ia  merely  the 
judge,  or  umpira,  between  tbe  Senators.  Ths 
difference  in  onr  mles  probaUy  arvdng  frata 
the  differcnoe  in  tbe  cmiatnietion  and  chan^  j 
ter  of  the  two  Honaes. 


TnsBDi.T,  Febmary  IS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conadertheanMsd- 
ifients  to  the  riiles  of  the  Senate,  repmled  hen 
t)(e  Select  Committee  appointed  to  revise  dM 
rules,  4bgether  with  the  amendment  offered  by 
Ur.  Foot,  to  the  6th  and  7th  mlea^ 

Mr.  Babtoh  said  that  be  waa  in  ftrcr  of  tfc* 
amendment  offered  by  tbe  Scaaator  from  Cob- 
nectient,  upon  its  own  merits,  witbavt  any  re- 
gard to  the  decision  of  the  Ch^  in  tbe  meiB- 
orable  sessioa  of  182&-'e,  which  bad  beea  » 
nataeoeaaariljr  dranrB  into  Hds  ddiatfc  lb* 
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pmcot  rale  (the  6tfa)  vests  in  the  Presideat  of 
the  Senate  tbe  wUtmr  and  ^franidcel  power 
to  dedde  sll  qneetions  of  cvder  vitiumt  appeal, 
ginn;  him  Uie  right,  if  he  doabt«,  to  take  the 
KBN  of  the  Senate.  The  amendnwDt  barely 
proposM  to  settle  tbe  disputed  power  of  the 
Chair  to  call  members  to  order  In  debate,  and 
to  restore  to  the  membera  of  the  Senate  the 
right  of  ap|>eaL  This  amendment,  he  said, 
Toold  aanmilate  tbe  proceedings  of  tiie  Senate 
upon  nutters  of  order  to  those  of  the  Hoose  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
sll  the  l^ialative  bodies  of  the  several  States 
of  this  Union,  by  restoring  to  tiie  Senate  their 
ootistitntional  power  of  determining  in  tbe  last 
nsort  npoa  au  their  ralea  of  pro<»ediDg,  and 
wsa  tbe  more  propw,  beeanse  tiie  presiding 
dBoer  of  Smata  Is  not  qipcnnted  by,  nor 
amenable  to  the  Senate,  as  tbe  presiding  offl- 
eers  most  legislative  bodies  are. 
Mr.  B.  sMd  the  argument  that  had  been 
on  this  floor  by  one  of  the  opponents  of 
this  amendment,  (Mr.  Benton,)  that  such  a 
power  in  the  President  to  call  to  order  in  de- 
Hte,  and  then  to  decide  the  member  to  be  out 
of  order,  would  be  malcing  tiie  President  both 
accuser  and  podge,  had  no  weight  in  it — ^nor,  if 
it  bad,  was  it  at  all  applicable  to  the  amend- 
meot  before  the  Senate.  Every  justice,  and 
every  conservator  of  the  peace,  would  be  lia- 
Ue  to  the  same  objection  of  being  both  accuser 
ud  )adga^  if  the  diseharae  of  an  official  duty 
veie  to  plaee  Mm  lo  the  invidknis  character  of 
SB  accuser.  There  was,  Iw  said,  no  similarity 
or  jast  comparison  between  a  oonrt  and  the 
presiding  officer  of  a  deliberative  assembly; 
■0(1,  if  the  objection  were  a  valid  one,  it  proved 
tbe  presiding  officers  of  almost  all  the  legisU- 
tive  bodies  in  the  Union  guilty  of  the  impro- 
priety of  acting  this  doable  character.  Ue  nad 
been  somewhat  surprised,  he  said,  to  find  the 
opposition  to  this  amendment  come  from  gen- 
tlemen who  had  heretofore  expressed  so  much 
borror  and  fears  for  the  public  liberty,  at  the 
idea  <^  clothing  a  presiaing  officer  with  too 
mnch  power.  Yet  they  are  content  to  take  the 
niluB  as  presented  1^  the  Belert  Committee, 
leaving  in  the  ^Hoe  ^vsident  the  extraordina- 
ry, if  not  the  nnoonstitutional  power  ctf  decid- 
ing all  questions  of  order,  even  involving  the 
gRst  right  of  freedom  of  debate  on  this  floor, 
Tithont  appeal.  Tliis  wnendment,  ho  said, 
Toald  restore  the  Senate  to  its  constitutional 
exercise  of  power  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
body,  which  was  mnch  more  necessary  now 
the  prodding  officer  is  not  of  our  own  erea- 
tioD,  than  it  could  be  in  those  bodies  that  cre- 
ate and  may  remove  their  presiding  officer, 
^ald  he  abuse  his  powers.  Mr.  B.  repeated, 
tbat  the  scenes  of  1880-'6  had  been  drawn  into 
Ibis  debate  most  unnecessarily  uid  uncalled- 
for,  as  if  by  desigii  to  obtain  from  this  Senate 
u  indirect  sanction  condemnation  of  the 
decision  of  the  Ch^r,  made  at  that  seaaloa  upon 
the  subject  of  its  powors  to  preaerva  order  in 
debsteu    Thoaa  aoenea  ahonid  not  have  been. 


interrupted  in  their  passage  to  oblivion,  nor 
nnneoeasarily  called  to  revive  the  fedlngs 
tliat  memorable  epoch  in  the  history  <^  the 
United  States  Senate.  If,  indeed,  that  subject 
had  been  revived  by  a  friend  of  the  Vice  res- 
ident with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  sense  4^ 
this  Senate  upon  thatdecision,  he  presumed  the 
Vice  President  did  not  feel  grateful  to  him  for 
anch  friendship.  That  waa  a  decision  upon 
which  members  of  this  body  differ  widely  in 
opinion.  Ho  hoped,  he  sud,  that  our  Vice 
I^ident  had  more  magnanimity  and  candor 
than  to  make  pretence  to  infallibility,  and  he 
dedared  himself  to  be  one  of  the  members 
who  believed  that  decision  of  the  Chidr  to  be 
erroneous.  He  believed  the  Chair  possessed, 
And  ought  to  have  exwcised,  the  power  of  con- 
fining m«mben  to  or  towards  tm  subject  be- 
fore the  body,  Independmtly  of  any  of  the 
roles  printed  In  that  bine  book,  (the  printed 
rules  of  the  Senate.) 

Hr.  Bbll,  of  New  Hampshire,  said :  It  is 
made  a  qaestion  in  this  discussion,  whether  tbe 
presiding  oflicer  of  tbe  Senate  possesses,  by 
virtue  of  his  office,  the  power  of  preserving 
order  in  the  Senate  in  any  ease  whore  the 
Senate  have  not  expressly  enjoined  it  upon  him 
OS  a  duty,  by  their  rules.  I  have  always  con- 
sidered ttiis  as  incident  to  the  duty  of  jiresiding 
over  a  delil>erative  body.  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
sound  principle  of  construction,  that,  where 
the  constitution  mwtea  an  office,  and  imposea 
upon  the  person  holding  Hiat  office  a  neciflo 
duty,  that  it  invests  liim,  by  a  necessary  impli- 
mUon,  with  such  power  as  will  enable  him  to 
perform  that  doty  ui  a  nsefbl  and  eflicient  man- 
ner. This  rule  will  be  found  to  be  invariably 
correct  in  every  case  where  it  is  not  necessary 
to  derive  the  power  through  a  legislative  act. 

The  constitution  creates  the  office  of  Vice 
President,  and  expressly  imposes  upon  him  the 
specific  dnty  of  presiding  over  tbe  aelibcrationa 
of  the  Senate.  That  duty  cannot  be  per- 
formed, either  usefully  or  efficiently,  without 
the  power  of  preserving  order.  The  power  to 
preserve  order  must  therefore  be  necessarily 
incident  to  the  office.  The  Soiate  itself  can- 
not divest  the  Vice  President  of  this  power, 
becanae  he  holds  it  from  the  constitution ;  bat 
they  may  enhirge,  or  limit,  or  modify  it,  be- 
cause this  power  is  expressly  vested  in  that 
body  by  the  constitution.  When  the  constitu- 
tion gives  to  the  Vice  President  the  power  of 
prending  over  the  Senate,  it  refers  him  to  the 
well-known  nsage  of  all  legislative  bodies  for 
the  extent  and  nature  of  his  powers  and  duties. 
It  was  necessary  that  he  should  be  invested 
with  this  power,  beeanse  it  was  to  be  exercised 
from  the  first  moment  the  Senate  assembled, 
and  before  it  was  possible  that  they  could  es- 
tablish rules  for  this  purpose.  There  could  be 
no  assignable  motive  why  the  power  so  univer- 
sally h«d  and  ezerdsed  by  the  prending  offi- 
cers all  other  deliberative  bodies,  should  be 
vlthholden  fltm  the  Vice  President,  since  the 
cooatitntion  ^vea  to  tin  Senate  the  power  of 
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modifying  the  rules  he  should  adopt,  or  estab- 
lishing others,  as  this  body  should  think  fit 
The  vice  Preudent  is  required  hj  the  coostitn- 
tioo  to  conform  to,  and  regulate  his  conduct,  os 
ft  presiding  officer,  by  the  roles  so  amended  or 
modified.  Should  he,  from  culpable  motives, 
refuse  or  neglect  to  conform  to  mles  so  estab- 
lished, he  would  be  liable  to  impeachment  and 
ramoval  from  office.  Every  exorcise  of  the 
power  of  preserving  order,  however  different 
m  character,  rests  on  the  same  prineipl«  for 
support.  When  the  pnudding  officer  calli  the 
attwtion  of  tin  memom  to  onsiness,  or  oom- 
mands  ^enee^  he  is  perfoiming  on  act  of  pre- 
serving order,  equally  as  when  he  requires  a 
member  to  adhere  to  the  rules  trf"  decorum  in 
debate.  The  same  power  which  authorizes  the 
one,  authorizes  the  other ;  any  attempt  to  dis- 
tinguish between  them  is  destitute  of  even  a 
colorable  foundation. 

But  should  we  bcIleTe  that  the  language  of 
the  oonetitQtion,  which  invests  tlie  Vice  Presi- 
dent with  the  power  of  preserving  order  in  the 
Senate,  to  be  ambiguous,  has  not  that  ambigu- 
ity been  removed,  and  its  meaning  long  sinoe 
settled  by  tlie  nntfiwm  practice  of  all  the  pre- 
uding  (^cers  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  too,  by 
the  assent  and  approbation  of  the  Senate? 
That  construction  of  the  eonstitntkm  which 
gives  to  the  Vice  Prendent  the  power  of  pre- 
serving order  in  cases  where  the  Senate  liavo 
not  established  any  rules,  is  not  of  modern 
date,  nor  established  with  a  view  to  any  tem- 
|>orary  object,  but  is  as  old  as  the  constitution 
itself.  It  commenced  with  the  existence  of 
this  Government,  and  was  continued  without 
interruption  for  thirty-five  years.  "Within  that 
time,  some  of  the  ablest  men  tliis  country  has 
ever  produced  hare  presided  in  the  Senate. 
When  I  name  Jefferaon  and  Oaillord  as  of  the 
Bomber  of  those  presiding  officers  of  the  Sen- 
■te,  who  bclievod  that  the  oonstitutitm  invested 
the  Vice  Present  with  this  power,  no  man 
will  have  occasion  to  blush  when  be  admits 
that  he  holda  the  aame  opinion.  These  were 
not  of  that  class  ot  men  who  are  prone  to 
claim  or  exercise  powers  which  do  not  legiti- 
mately belong  to  tbem. 

Mr.  Rowan  said  he  thought  there  ought  to 
be  but  little  difficulty  upon  this  snbject.  Hap- 
pily for  the  people  of  this  ooontry,  they  are 
the  legitimate  depodtary,  or  rather  proprietors 
of  all  the  power  which  they  had  not  spedfi- 
call^  delegated.  As  a  man,  the  gentleman  who 
presided  in  the  Senate,  had  no  more  power 
than  any  other  cf  the  millions  who  composed 
the  United  States,  Whatevor  power  be  pos- 
eessed  then  most  bdong,  nther  to  hia  offioe  itf 
Vice  President  of  the  Uliited  BUtea,  or  as 
Prerident  of  the  Senate.  As  Vice  Freeidrat, 
he  certainly  possessed  no  power,  which  he 
could  exercise  in,  or  over  the  Senate.  The 
powers  which  he  possessed  in  that  character, 
were  defined,  but  irurt  powers,  held  in  reserve, 
which  oould  not  be  exerted,  until  the  contin- 
genoy  should  happen,  which  aloM  oould  *wak* 
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en  and  draw  them  out  into  exercise,  lbs  litUa 
power  which  he  could  exercise  in  the  Scnsta, 
he  could  exert,  not  in  his  charact^  of  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  bnt  in  ha  cha- 
octer  of  President  of  the  Senate.  His  Vice 
Presidency  of  the  United  States  made  him 
President  of  the  Senate ;  and  b^ng  thos  made 
President  of  that  body,  whatever  power  b« 
could  exert  then,  was  In  Tlrtue  of  the  latter, 
not  the  former  character ;  aa  Pre^dcnt,  not  ai 
Vice  Preudent,  He  thonriit  it  a  circanattDce 
9(  great  felldtatioii  to  tbe  American  peof^c^ 
that  their  Government  was  not  ao  old,  as  to 
fomish  a  pretext  for  the  inference  of  povw 
from  offioe.  Much  less,  to  justify  tlie  exerdis 
of  implied  powers,  by  any  of  the  offiecn 
That  was  the  evil  under  which  the  old  Goma- 
ments  of  the  world  groaned.  And  altlwi^  hs 
wished  this  Government  to  he  interminable, 
yet  he  did  not  wish  it  to  Uve  longer  than  it 
could  exhibit  the  character  of  Its  powers. 
And  whenever  the  Government  should  nave  to 
look  throng  the  mists  of  antiqoi^  at  its  Cbtr- 
ter ;  or,  in  other  words,  whenever  its  Charter 
should  be  dimmed  with  age,  be  hoped  it  woold 
be  renewed.  And  that  the  qningi  and  nsiaci- 
ples  of  oar  liberty  voold  derive  Increasra  vi^ 
from  each  renewaL  He  conridered  it  matter  <tf 
some  r^ret  thi^  onr  babita  of  thooght  led  n 
imperceptibly  to  infer  power  from  tAnct,  ntbcr 
than  to  refer  to  our  constitution  for  tbe  ^leeific 
and  definite  powers  conferred  by  that  ustni- 
ment  upon  the  office.  The  habit  was,  be  tsid, 
though  unfortunate,  not  nnnatoraL  Id  the 
country  with  which  we  were  originally  con* 
nected,  and  from  the  dominion  of  whi^  «« 
had  so  gloriously  escaped,  all  power  wss  ^ 
rived  from  the  king.  He  was  the  soorca  of  the 
inherent  power  of  the  Government.  And  tbe 
power  claimed  to  be  exercised  by  the  officen 
of  the  Govenunent,  voa,  like  hia,  supposed  to 
be  inherent,  If  the  kmg  did  not  coo^dnn. 
then  waa  uo  one  elae  to  do  ao;.  The  pecnde  hsd 
neither  act,  nw  part,  in  the  matter ;  witfi  then, 
it  was  matter  indifference,  wb^ber  tbe  offi- 
cer or  the  king  poaseesed  it,  they  did  not  Let 
whoever  might  posseas  it,  tbcy  wm  tbe  nb- 
jects  of,  not  the  agenta  in,  ita  tsatae.  la 
fact,  they  were  interested  in  tnaintainiiy,  nth- 
er  than  denying  tbe  doctrine  of  inherent  pover, 
in  the  fimctionaries.  Becanse  tliey  had  nwn 
to  fear  from  consolidated  tiian  divided  ponr. 
Division  weakens  power,  aa  it  doea  evevy  tbiag 
else.  And  when  power  waa  daimed  by  tiB^ 
catitHi  as  belonpng  to  an  oflSocr,  tb^  kat* 
that  it  was  not  inherent  in  the  oOoHvitwis 
inherent  in  tbe  king.  And  tbat  tbe  inhsmt 
stock  of  the  king  wonld  be  wcakaed  br  m 
much  as  was  inherent  in  tbe  oAoer.  Tbey 
were  led  oi  course  to  acqniesee  in  ttia  doctrine 
of  inherent  power.  Bnt  the  voy  ravens  ^ 
happily  the  case  witb  u.  Here  tM  peofib  a« 
the  fountain  and  the  aonree  of  power— vlsl 
the  king  was  thoe,  the  pet^e  are  here-  whs*- 
ever  power  was  inherent  In  him  thoe,  is  ben 
inbewnt  in  the  people— whatever  povv  ks- 
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longs  vith  na  to  any  office,  is  equally  conferred 
br  the  eoDstitntioD,  or  hy  legUlatiTe  act. 
Fuver  vith  ns,  thank  God,  and  oar  Rerola- 
tiimry  fathers,  is  not  abased  or  magnified,  bj 
dibcr  nligioaa  or  political  snperstition.  It  u 
eanlt^  in  no  mystery — we  are  not,  we 
not  to  In  bewildered,  with  ragae  and 
bdefioite  notioDB.of  inherent  official  power. 
Onrplsa  of  GOTemment  addresses  itself  to  our 
miderstandinft  not  to  oor  credulity — it  iavolces 
OUT  reason,  not  onr  faith.  Sir,  sdd  he,  Gor- 
tnunent  with  iis,  is  a  simple,  rational,  common 
Niue  matter.  While  it  contiones  to  be  so,  we 
vill  be  free ;  when  it  censes  to  he  so,  onr  lih- 
ertj  ceases.  While  we  are  jealons,  and  watch- 
fdl,  uid,  he  wonld  add,  disfrastfal  of  onr  pnb- 
k  functionaries,  we  should  he  safe.  But,  the 
moment  we  yielded  to  the  exercise  of  inherent, 
undi'dned  power,  by  our  officers,  we  were  in 
iaoffiT.  Sir.  sua  Kr.  B.,  this  case  presents  to 
iUiitligent  obserrers  a  rare  q>ectacle,  and  as 
bmiRible  to  the  officer  to  whom  it  relates,  as 
it  is  rare.  When  did  it  h^)peii,  In  any  Gov- 
enunent  before,  that  a  high  pnbUa  fiinctionaiT 
disclkiined  the  exercise  of  power,  which  was 
mpposed  to  belong  to  his  office,  supposed  by 
f^aa  Mi  enemies  to  be  inherent  in  his  office  ? 
When  before  did  it  happen,  tliat  the  personal 
and  polidcal  enemies  of  an  officer  insisted  npon 
the  enlargement,  by  implication,  of  his  official 
poffer?  Sir,  the  case  is  sinffolar  in  both  its 
fuatiires.  And,  if  the  example  of  the  present 
iflcQmbent  shall  always  be  followed,  by  all  the 
oiRccrs  of  this  Government,  the  freedom  of  the 
people  will  be  eternal.  And  why  should  it 
nut  be  followed?  Is  it  not,  when  dosely  ex- 
uDioed,  as  d^p^in^  to  the  officer,  as  It  is 
iojnriom  to  the  public,  that  he  should  be  dis- 
Niit«iited  wiUi  tlie  power,  which  he  le^ti- 
tnately  nossesses,  and  attempt  to  exert  dubious 
ud  undefined  powers  ?  Sir,  if  there  be  one 
Kt  of  a  high  public  functionary,  which  more 
tjua  another  ought  to  exalt  him  in  the  estinia- 
tioD  of  freemen,  and  entitlo  him  to  their  oonfi- 
dencc,  it  is  his  declining  the  exendse  of  doabt- 
fal  or  implied  powers. 

Mr.  White  was  of  opinion  that  the  presiding 
(^ir  had  not  the  power  of  calling  to  order, 
for  Tords  spoken  in  debate.  That,  he  said, 
was  entirely  distinct  from  the  power  of  decid- 
ing oa  common  qnesUons  of  order.  The  ex- 
biiiig  rtdes  Ot  the  Senate,  and  Kr.  W.,  do  not 
etDfer  this  power,  and  if  they  do  not,  the  pre- 
Hiltng  i^cer  does  not  possess  it  Mr.  W.  was 
i»t  aware  that  any  member  had  expressed  the 
<'piDiot^  that  the  roles  of  the  Senato  OMtforred 
OQ  its  President  the  power  of  calling  to  order, 
w  words  spoken  in  debate — but  if  any  mem- 
Mr  entertains  such  an  opinion,  a  simple  reour- 
to  Uie  6th  and  7th  rules,  will  satlrfy  him 
to  tbe  oontrary.  What  is  the  eflFect  of  those 
fules?  ''When  a  member  is  called  to  order, 
hi;  slmQ  take  his  seat ;  and  the  memtwr  calling 
liim  to  order  shall  reduce  the  exceptionable 
yonU  to  writing,  and  then  the  presidiiu  officer 
dt«»Ieswbetherheisinorout<dorder."  Kow, 


will  any  gentleman  say,  that  the  predding  offi- 
cer can  call  a  Senator  to  order,  redoce  his 
words  to  writing,  and  then  pass  Jndgment,  on 
the  very  words  taken  down  by  nimself !  la 
not  this  contrary  to  reason  and  common  sense  I 
We  oannot,  Mud  Mr,  .Wi  aot  In  Areot  contra- 
diction to  the  e^^resB  rales  of  the  Senate.  "Br 
these  it  is  left  to  his  brother  members  to  oau 
an  offending  monber  to  order,  the  words  be- 
lieved to  be  exceptionable  are  to  be  reduced  to 
writing,  and  Uien  the  Prendent  decides.  TUs 
is  the  power  delegated,  and  the  presiding 
eer  possesses  no  other.  If  then  this  M  the 
effect  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  it  is  not  oom- 

Etent  to  the  presiding  officer,  to  tell  any  mem- 
r  in  the  course  of  debate,  that  he  is  out  of 
order.  All  officers  of  the  GoTemment,  said 
Hr.  W.,  possess  powers  conferred  by  some  ex- 
press grant,  or  fiairly  to  be  inferred  fhmi  it. 
They  possess  none  other  whatever,  and  the 
assumption  of  any  power  not  expressly  granU 
ed,  will  always  be  viewed  by  the  pec^  wiUi 
a  Jealous  eye. 

Was  it  intended,  asked  Hr.  "W^  that  the  ««- 
siding  officer  should  dictate  to  members  of  in- 
dependent  States  I  If  he  has  the  power  which 
gentlemen  contend  for,  why  is  that  very  power 
conferred  in  express  terms  on  the  Senate  itself 
by  the  constitution  ?  He  asked  of  gentlemen 
to  say,  which  of  the  two  rules  should  be  para- 
mount— the  one  expressly  made  by  the  Senate, 
or  the  one  brought  in  by  the  Vice  President 
himselt  Two  distinct  and  conflicting  sets  of 
rules  cannot  exist  at  one  and  the  same  time  in 
the  same  body.  Sir,  s^d  Mr.  W.,  the  powers 
which  belong  to  this  body  are  one  thing,  and 
those  wUch  wlong  to  the  presiding  officer  are 
another.  The  President  of  the  Senate  is  not  to 
devise,  expound,  and  enforce  its  rales  in  vlrtae 
of  his  office,  according  to  his  own  mere  will 
and  pleasure — he  is  merely  the  organ  of  tha 
body,  and  that  body  confers  just  such  powers 
as  are  necessary  to  carry  on  its  operations  in 
the  manner  most  conducive  to  the  public  good, 
and  no  more.  It  twlongs  exclusively  to  the 
Senate  according  to  the  constitntion,  to  make, 
or  devise  the  mles,  and  to  the  presiding  officer 
to  expound  and  give  them  effect.  Ail  most 
admit  the  Senate  is  vested  lAth  the  power  to 
establish  the  rules  by  express  grant ;  now,  if  it  * 
be  true  that  the  Prendent,  etrfuis  i0eii  or  in- 
herently possesses  the  same  power,  how  shall 
we  get  along,  if  the  Bvoato  eatablluiea  one  set 
€i  rale^  and  the  President  another,  inconsist- 
ent with  themt  Which  shall  be  enforced? 
The  dooUine  that  powers  had  been  conferred 
by  usage  and  length  of  time,  he  protested 
agunst.  Would  gentlemen  point  out  where 
those  who  bad  exercised  snch  powers  obtiuned 
them  1  To  tell  him  that  distinguished  men  had 
presided  over  tiie  deliberations  of  this  body, 
was  to  tell  him  what  every  person  knew — but 
because  a  doubtful  power  had  been  exercised 
by  distinguished  men,  did  that  sanction  the 
nwirpation  ?  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina Qix,  Smiu)  tells  na  of  his  having  bew 
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called  to  order,  compelled  to  nt  down,  and  re- 
fused an  appeal — ^Imt,  ^r,  said  Ifr.  W.,  tlie  gen- 
Honan  who  called  hfan  to  order  was  not  the 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States — he  was  a 
member  of  this  hody,  put  into  that  office  bj 
onrselves,  and  amenable  to  our  antiiority.  The 
gentleman  being  able  to  specify  only  one  case, 
and  in  tliat  one,  the  qnestion  of  power  not 
raised  or  considered,  Ifr.  W.  conld  not  deem  it 
a  precedent  of  any  importance.  But,  sir,  said 
he,  if  precedent  were  filed  npon  precedent,  I 
never  can  believe  the  exercise  of  such  power 
to  be  correct — should  be  just  as  ready  to  vote 
aeainst  his  being  possessed  of  this  power  of 
silencing  a  Senator  in  the  midst  of  debate,  then- 
as  now.  Mr.  W.  denied  then  that  the  presid- 
ing officer  haa  any  powers  except  such  aa  are 
expressly  ooofored  on  him  by  the  constitution 
orliy  ue  Senate,  and  concluded  by  observing 
that  tiie  time  might  arrive  when  the  individnu 
presiding  over  we  Senate  may  think  he  can 
devise  better  rales,  br  virtue  of  some  implied 
or  inherent  power,  tnan  those  framed  by  the 
Senate,  and  thna  ttie  most  penudons  reBolta 
might  ensue. 

Mr.  Slum,  of  South  Oarolina  said,  if,  in  dis- 
cussing this  rule  before  the  Senate,  refesencea 
to  past  occurrences  had  been  made,  it  could 
not  be  imputed  to  him.  He  was  not  among 
those  who  had  invoked  its  discussion.  The 
annmittee  had  reported  their  amendments  of 
the  nilfla,  which  wore  acted  vpaa  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  uie  ^xth  and  seventh  niles  bad  passed 
tvb  tilentio,  and  would  have  been  pwmltted  to 
rest  as  th^  were,  had  not  tiie  gentleman  from 
Yirnnia  O^r.  Tazbwxu.)  callra  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  back  to  them,  by  alluding  to  the 
dedaion  which  had  been  made  in  1826,  upon 
the  construction  of  these  roles. 

He  was  aware  that  very  opposite  opinions 
had  been  entertained  in  the  Senate  when  the 
question  arose  in  1826 ;  but  what  that  diversity 
of  opinion  was,  or  how  it  was  settled,  he  knew 
not.  He  had  not  permitted  himself  even  to 
inquire  either  for  the  one  or  the  other.  He 
knew  mach  had  been  sud  in  the  public  prints, 
and  the  public  ndnd  had  been  agitoted,  in  no 
■mall  d^ree,  by  it  And  to  avoid  a  reonrrrace 
^  ot§o  nnpleasant*  a  nature  in  fntnre,  dnce  the 
Buttfeet  had  been  introduced,  he  certainly 
thouffht  it  by  all  means  advisable  thatit  should 
now  be  acted  npon ;  and  let  the  roles  for  the 
nudntenance  of  good  order  and  decorum  in  the 
Senate  be  rendered  as  perfect  as  possible,  inde- 
pendent of  ^lat  courtesy  which  had  heretofore 
so  highly  distinguished  the  Senate. 

He  knew  that  considerable  agitation  had 
existed  on  former  occasions,  and  these  were 
not  the  halcyon  days  that  seemed  to  invite  to 
repose.  And  whatever  gentlemen  misht  think 
npon  the  mle  as  it  now  stood,  he  could  see  no 
possible  objection  to  making  it  explidt  It 
could  not  prevent  the  exercise  of  courtesy,  and 
n4^t  promote  it.  At  present,  they  were 
calcnlated  to  prodoce  that  effect,  as  great  differ- 
ence of  <^inion  existed  npon  ui^  tme  ooo- 
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strnotion.  That  there  was  a  power  to  presmt 
order,  was  admitted  onallhanda;  bvtinwbaii 
that  power  was  vested  created  the  doubt  sal 

!>rodaoed  the  atgnment.  Some  were  <^  onn- 
on  that  it  was  vested  in  the  Chair,  wtole  , 
others  strenuously  contended  that  it  belonged  | 
only  to  the  Senators,  individually  and  coUm- 
tively.  It  was  surely  time  to  pak  the  nsttir 
to  rest,  and  let  the  Senate  know,  distinctly, 
where  the  power  was  located. 

For  his  own  part,  he  never  had  a  dcwbt  hat 
that  the  President  of  the  Senate  had  the  ri^t 
to  call  to  order.  The  very  nature  Oi  his  office 
implies  that  power.  He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  relied  upon  constructive  powers  what 
they  were  not  expressly  pven,  Imt  in  this  cast 
he  had  the  invariable  practice  of  the  Saata, 
from  its  oommenoement  in  1789,  np  to  Ote  ks- 
Atm  of  1825,  a  term  of  86  years,  to  sanetiaB 
this  opinion.  He  recollected  very  well  that  be 
had  himself  been  called  to  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  more  than  once.  On  one 
occanon,  a  gentleman  in  the  duur,  Qti.  Gul- 
LABD,)  for  whose  memory  he  entertained  the 
most  profound  reqpect,  had  called  him  to  oria 
for  words  spoken  in  debate,  when  he,  Ifr.  Si 
himself^  conceived  he  was  correct,  which  in- 
duced him  to  appeal  to  the  Senate,  and  n 
agun  told  by  the  Chair  there  waa  no  sppesl 
from  his  dedsion;  and  the  Soiate  sqiporMd 
the  C3iair. 

Gentlemen  had  contended  that  this  pmrer 
did  not,  nor  ou^t,  to  belong  to  tiie  Frweot 
of  the  Senate.  Thc^  looked  npcm  tin  prindi^ 
as  monstrous,  and  as  threatening  fiitan  eaost- 
qnences  of  a  most  serious  nature.  Others  dep- 
recated the  idea  of  placing  the  power  of  gov- 
erning forty-eight  Senators,  and  cheeking  tlic 
freedom  of  speech,  in  the  hands  of  an  indiiidtnL 
who  was  not  a  member  of  the  Senate;  ud 
who  might  become  a  tyrant  and  control  tLe 
freedom  of  debate  in  that  body  to  the  de£tn»-  | 
tion  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  i 

Mr.  S.  said  we  must  Uke  things  as  tber  ; 
wer&  and  not  as  they  posnbly  roi^t  be.  It  | 
was  fair  to  suppose  the  people  of  the  ITnited 
States  never  would  place  a  tyrant  in  that  duir.  I 
If  they  should,  the  Senate  had  Uie  eooBtitntioo-  | 
al  means  of  controlling  him,   Tlus  they  eonld 
do  in  an  instant,  by  giving  an  appeal  front  lii* 
deciuon  to  the  Senate ;  and  his  ^rraony  wocM 
be  at  an  end.  That  the  Prendent  was  not  a 
Senator  waa  no  argument  against  hisbstiiif 
this  power.   Gkntlemen  seem  to  have  fo^otten 
that  the  abuse  of  this  power  may  be  as  greit 
when  trusted  to  a  Senator  as  it  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  President   And,  as  we  hvtt 
entered  upon  the  wide  field  of  aupjxjsitioa  kt  | 
us,  for  a  moment  suppose  the  Preatlent  of  the 
Senate  this  tyrant  or  monster,  who  would  eiff- 
ctse  the  power,  if  be  had  it,  of  calling  a  meo- 
ber  to  order,  that  he  miAt  silence  him  in  d^ 
bate.   Conld  he  not  do  n  with  a  mndi  better 
grace,  aa  the  rale  sow  stands,  of  which 
men  aeimi  not  to  ennplain,  by  a  ooOn^ 
a  member,  to  call  to  OTder  such  other  waaba 
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ffi  he  miglit  wish  to  aUence,  and  then  interpose 
thepover,  which  all  agree  he  posseasee,  of  de- 
cknDg  him  out  of  order,  from  which  ^ere  is 
00  appeal,  and  silence  him  at  once  1  Anj  man 
disposed  to  phiy  the  tyrant  in  that  chair,  would 
mudi  rather  divide  the  responsibility  in  that 
T^r,  Tith  a  member,  as  he  can  now  do  as  the 
nde  stands,  than  tako  it  npoa  himself  alone. 

Xr.  Em  Bud  he  wonld  in  a  feir  wordi  ex- 
press Ids  (^nnion  npoa  this  raUebt.  He  agreed 
Uut  the  troe  qaesti<m  was — ^Haa  the  Resident 
of  thb  bodj  the  li^t  to  call  a  Senator  to  order 
for  words  qx^en  tn  debate  ?  He  did  not  agree 
vith  those  gentlemen  who  thoaght  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  power  to  call  n  Senator  to  order, 
in  aujr  case,  bj  virtae  of  his  office.  He  would 
cesse  to  be  the  President  of  a  deliberative  body 
cciold  he  not  preserve  that  order  which  was  so 
essential  to  preserve  deliberation.  He  can  snp- 
press  Doise  and  disturboncea,  bocaose  the  func- 
tions of  his  office  cannot  be  exercised  withoat 
it  Words  n>oken  in  debate,  jwr  stf,  cannot  be 
coDsideEed  dUorderly, 

The  I^eeident  cannot  dedaro  them  <mt  of 
order  withoat  ffae  rif^t  of  interfering  witii, 
tad  in  some  decree  controlling  oar  wUbera^ 
tioDs.  The  distinction  waa  this:  The  '^vA- 
dent  may  preside  over,  but  not  interfere  with 
Old  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  Such  a  power 
ss  the  latter  would  be  incompatible  with  the 
o^ic  principles  of  the  body.  If  the  Presi- 
^mtmay  designate  what  particular  words  ore 
in  or  out  of  order,  the  discussions  here  will 
not  bo  free.  Tlie  States  are  no  longer  repre- 
tmted  in  their  sovereign  character.  I  am  free 
to  admit  that  no  apprehensions  are  to  be  enter- 
tained on  this  accoont  of  any  abuse  of  sach 
power,  should  it  be  conforred,  bat  upon  the 
[nnciple  of  the  qoesUon  he  had  made  hia  de- 
auoa. 

](r.  WooDBCSTf  of  K.  H.,  observed,  that  the 
eoorso  of  remarks  on  tliis  subject,  by  the  gen- 
tkmao  from  Maryland,  had  imposed  a  duty 
on  all  vho  might  vote  for  the  amendment  for 
reaioDs  different  from  his,  to  explain  their 
Tievs  or  consent  to  be  misunderstood  or  mis- 
Tepreseutcd.  The  amendment,  said  Kr.  W.,  in 
its  operation  has  not  been  distinctly  appre- 
hended; else  probably  less  diversity  of  opinion 
would  exist  as  to  its  adoption.  It,  in  truth, 
Till  work  two  separate  and  independent  ef- 
fects One  will  be,  to  confer  on  toe  Ohair  a 
aev  pover,  the  otW  to  {dace  a  new  Umit  or 
'Esbiotion  on  all  its  power.  Ono  is  produced 
bj  ^viog  the  anthomy  to  call  to  order  for 
Toras  spoken  In  debate ;  the  other,  by  giving 
u  appeal,  from  that  call  to  order,  and  from  oQ 
dadsioDs  of  eve^  kmd,  to  the  members  of  the 
As  a  friend  to  restricted  power  in  all 

Enbltc  officers,  and  to  jealousy  of  ite  exercise, 
e  ahonld  certainly  vote  for  the  appeal ;  and  as 
uie  right  to  call  to  order  in  the  nrst  instance 
bf  the  Chair,  was  of  so  little  consequence, 
vben  BQbiected  to  an  appeal,  he  should  also 
vote  for  ^at,  if  he  could  not  vote  for  the  ap- 
peelaeparately.  Every  gentleman  will  see  that 


this  ^ant  of  a  new  power,  to  one  person  more, 
who  in  addition  to  the  present  forty-seven,  may 
call  to  order  in  the  first  instance,  for  words 
spoken,  is  not  likely  to  produce  either  much 
good  or  hurt,  if  controlled  by  that  forty- 
peven  on  an  appeal  from  the  Chair.  So 
that  the  wht^e  contest,  worth  a  moment^a 
conuderation,  was  that  Mrt  of  the  amendmoit, 
sul^eoting  all  calls  to  ordw  by  the  Chair  to  tha 
rcvisioii  of  the  Smate.  This  was  entirely  % 
new  providon.  It  had  not  been  fbrmerly  intro- 
duced for  the  very  plain  reason,  that  no  power 
to  call  to  order  in  this  case  had  ever  been  con- 
ferred on  the  Chair  by  the  rules  of  this  body. 
If  it  had  been,  as  was  done  in  the  otlier  House, 
expressly — then,  undoubtedly,  as  there,  it  wotild 
here  have  been  subjected  to  an  appeal.  To 
suppose  that  the  Senate  wonld  confer  such  an 
essential  and  controlling  power  over  the  delib- 
erations without  any  restrict^ims,  when  the 
other  House  had  imposed  implicit  restrietionf 
would  be  to  suppose  the  Seiuite  less  vifjilant 
and  more  servile  and  slavish  to  their  presiding 
officer  than  any  otiier  l^islative  bod^  in  any 
free  Government.  The  other  House  acting 
under  the  same  clause  in  the  constitution  would 
limit  the  power,  though  the  Speaker  is  ^ipoint- 
ed  by  themselves — is  one  of  their  own  number 
and  diuly  amenable  to  their  authority :  and  yet 
the  Senate  would  not  limit  tiie  power,  whui 
their  presiding  officer  was  not  appointed  by 
themselves ;  was  not  elected  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  was  not  amenable  to  their  pleasure  for 
any  supposed  neglect  of  duty.  To  argue,  there- 
fore, that  the  vice  President  has  heretofore, 
by  our  rules,  bad  this  power  to  coll  to  order 
for  words  E^ken  in  debate,  without  any  uh 
peal  to  tiie  Senate,  ia  to  aver,  that  those  who 
mode  these  rules,  were  most  regardless  of  tiulr 
safety,  as  eomnared  with  tiie  other  House,  or 
were  "ineffably  stupid."  The  words  of  the 
rules  exempt  from  mis  repooch,  most  cteiu|y, 
our  fathers,  who  cautiously  formed  them.  The 
sixth  and  seventh  contain  no  language  in  any 
way  consistent  with  the  idea,  that  by  them  the 
Vice  President  is  any  thing  but  an  umpire  in 
all  calls  to  order  for  words  spoken.  In  both 
of  them,  he  is  expressly  anthorized  to  render 
judgment  after  the  coll ;  whereas,  if  he  himself 
made  the  call,  he  would  render  judgment  be- 
fore he  made  the  call.  lie  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  as  a  lawyer^  as  weH  as 
a  politician,  to  say,  if  the  words  of  the  rules 
admitted  of  any  othw  wnst ruction,  and  that 
their  ^rit  would  admit  of  no  other,  idnee  no 
appeal  was  provided  for  fnnn  tiie  decisitm  of 
the  Vice  President,  no  man  of  independent 
feeling,  and  of  due  respect  to  those  who  made 
the  rules,  could  for  a  moment  believe. 

I  shall  vote  then  for  the  last  put  of  the 
amendment,  if  the  first  part  be  adopted ;  be- 
cause the  first  part  confers  a  new  power,  never 
before  conferred  by  our  rules.  I  should  vote 
for  it  also  if  the  first  part  be  not  adopted,  as  it 
is  a  ulntary  restraint  on  the  old  powers  con- 
ferred l^onrnileL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


Ehoum] 

But  I  am  ntterlj  astonished,  that  gentlemen, 
can  support  this  branch  of  the  amenunent,  and 
still  argae,  that  the  Vice  President  has  a  power 
to  ctUl  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  in- 
dependent of  any  rules  made  by  this  body. 
This  has  truly  been  pronoanced  a  doctrine  most 
dwgerons  and  alarming.  "Where  does  he  ob- 
tdn  Itf  XVom  tlie  oonsdtationf  Bat  that 
caoferB  upon  the  Senate,  and  not  their  presiding 
utSoer,  th»  ri^t  to  make  rales.  He  can  only 
preside,  or  administer  rales  already  made.  The 
express  sruit  to  them  of  this  right  to  make 
rnfea,  exdades  his  right  to  make  them ;  and  if 
he  cannot  make  one  by  the  constitution,  it  is, 
on  this  same  principle,  an  nsnrpation,  if  he  nn- 
dertake  to  make  one  by  the  lex  parliamentarian 
or  virtute  officii^  or  in  any  other  way  not  author- 
ized and  ratified  by  the  Senate,  to  whom  alone 
constitationally  is  delegated  this  important  tmst. 
Bnt  a  sinrle  and  decisive  answer  to  all  claim  of 
an  implied  or  inherent  power  in  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident to  make  and  enforce  this  role,  without  an 
ezpresB  grant  of  the  Senateu  to  call  a  member 
to  order  for  words  qioken  in  debate,  is,  that 
Sf  he  possess  this  power,  he  cannot  rightiy  snb- 
ject  H  to  an  appeal.  If  he  possess  it  in  any 
way,  I  care  not  what,  independent  of  an  ex- 
press mle  made  by  ns — ^we  can  neither  divest 
mm  of  it  nor  in  any  manner  restrict  it.  It  be- 
comes an  encroachment  and  nsnrpation  by  ns  to 
attempt  to  snbject  it  to  an  appeal.  He  can,  and 
OQght  to  pnt  otir  appeal  to  defiance.  He  is  not 
responsible  to  ns  for  the  exercise  of  powers  not 
conferred  by  ns ;  bat  respondble  to  the  people 
alone. 

Mr.  BxitBiEir  said  that  he  had  framed  an 
amendment  in  the  form  of  a  resolntitm,  which 

te  would  now  offer  to  the  emuMeratlon  of  the 
enate.  He  considered  the  power  of  calling  to 
order  in  other  cases  than  in  debate,  a  well-set- 
tled ministerial  power,  which  could  exist  in  no 
otiier  hands  than  those  of  the  Vice  President — 
because  the  attention  of  the  members  is  not 
supposed  to  be  upon  the  proceedings  in  such 
cases.  Bnt  in  the  debate,  the  attention  of 
every  member  woold  be  wide  awake;  they 
would  be  the  roost  interested  in  checking  dis- 
orderly language ;  and,  therefore,  a  delegation 
of  power  to  call  to  order  in  such  cases  would 
imply  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Senators 
themselves.  The  general  disposition  of  the 
Senate  to  preserve  decorum  seemed  to  make 
such  a  delegation  of  power  mmeoessary.  He 
was,  thus,  disposed  to  confirm  to  the  presiding 
officer  the  right  of  calling  to  order  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases ;  and  to  retain  to  the  members  of 
this  body  the  ri^t  of  calling  to  order  during 
debate ;  imposina  upon  the  Prendent  the  duty 
of  determining  whether  the  call  should  be  sus- 
tained or  not  with  a  right  (tf  appeal  to  the  Sen- 
9iA  tn  difflcolt  cases. 


WnansiuT,  Febmaxy  18. 
Fmant^  <A«  Fie*  Prmiduit, 
The  Senate  remmed  the  eon^eration  of  the 
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report  of  the  Select  Gommittee  <m  the  rales  of 
the  Senate;  the  notion  <tf  Mr.  Iboritill  pand- 
ing— 

Mr.  JoHNBTOV,  of  Loniriana,  said  he  was  in 
fiiTor  of  the  amendment  which  conferred  iba 
power  of  preserring  order  on  the  prc^ng  <^rcf 
of  tiie  Honse,  becfuue  he  believed  <N?der  escea- 
tial  to  B  deliberative  BssemUy;  and,  as  the  ex- 
erdse     the  power  had  been  decHned,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  invest  the  Ghudr  with  a 
power  without  which  his  duties  under  the  con- 
stitution could  not  be  performed,  nor  the  order 
of  Uie  Senate  preserved.   The  power  must  be 
vested  somewhere.   It  pertained,  he  thought, 
of  right,  to  the  presidmg  officer.   It  was  % 
power  osnolly  exercised  by  those  who  presided 
over  the  deuberationa  of  public  bodies,  and  it 
oould  not  be  exercised  with  effect  1^  any  other. 
It  was  dear,  from  experience,  that  the  power 
of  calling  to  order  would  not,  in  extracffoinaiy 
cases,  be  exercised  by  membeiv.   The  peiwo 
entitled  to  the  protection  <Mt  the  House,  vho 
was  the  object  of  personal  animadvenioa, 
would  not  eltum  the  intetferenee  of  the  Book, 
because  he  is  on  the  floor  toddSend  himEdt 
His  Mends  will  not,  because  seeing  the  injurf 
already  inflicted,  they  will  prefer  the  right  of 
repelling  the  attack.   The  frimdrof  the  assail- 
ant will  not,  seeing  the  party  is  present  either 
to  stop  it  by  app«MUing  to  the  Ch^,  or  bj  ex- 
ercising the  right  of  self  defence.   Hie  ^utj 
excited  by  the  sense  of  the  injury,  asssils  liis 
adversary  in  return,  retorts,  criminate),  tnd 
insults.    The  party  rt^oina,  and  a  scne  dis- 
graceful to  the  actors,  to  the  Senate,  sad  to 
the  country,  ensues.   Where  can  it  end,  but  in 
blows  on  the  floor,  or  in  an  appeal  to  the 
field  of  hraiorf  It  bring  eonridmd  the  duty 
of  all  to  call  to  order,  Uls  the  partimlif  dotj- 
of  no  one — uid  no  one  will  take  upon  lumsdf 
to  do  what  equally  belmiga  to  every  oOwr 
member  to  do:  the  interpositirat  wodd  be 
deemed  at  least  officious,  and  periiape  by  both 
parties ;  and  what  becomes  of  the  bn^nese,  the 
order,  peace,  and  dignity  of  the  Senate  t  Bat, 
if  the  power  is  conferred  on  the  Cludr,  it  be- 
comes nis  peculiar  duty,  under  bis  responsbil- 
ity,  to  exercise  it  promptly  and  firmly.  Id  the 
Senate,  the  duty  is  divided,  and  the  rejponei- 
bility  lost  by  difftasiwi :  it  beconica  a  nere 
ri^t,  without  impomng  any  obligation  or  dotf, 
and  there  will  be  no  remedy  for  the  eonfiiMa 
and  disorder  which  persmu  qnamly  mKj  ta* 
trodnoe  into  this  ]dace. 

This  modt  I  nave  said  In  regard  to  the  ci- 
pedient^  of  conferring  the  power.  Bnt  the 
power  to  pre^de  over  the  body  is  derived  fron 
the  constitution.  The  power  of  presiding  pie- 
supposes  certain  duties  inherent  to  the  t&tv, 
and  requires  no  law  or  rule  to  ooi^  the  r^t. 
He  has  a  right,  by  virtue  of  hia  offiecL  to  sit  in  - 
the  Senate ;  to  superintend  its  jNTOceedings;  ^ 
preside  over  its  deliberatioos;  to  pnt  all  f(» 
tions;  to  administer  oaths;  to  judge  or  lb* 
violations  <tf  the  rales,  and  to  mforce  usd, 
to  do  vmtj  othsr        vUoh  bdongi  to  thi 
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office.  The  Senate  bare  the  right  to  prescribe 
rules;  bat  he  is  the  Executive  officer  here. 
He  has  a  MDeral  duty  j>f  preriding  over  the 
body  aoeoraing  to  the  custom  of  sach  bodie*. 
The  Senate  niaj'  prescribe  mlea  to  extend,  or 
limit,  or  explain  his  general  daties. 

The  right  to  perform  the  daties  which  belong 
(o  the  office,  is  a  right  inherent  in  the  officer 
not  exprused  in  vroids,  nor  are  the  daties  sos- 
oeptiiue  ennmeratioQ.  That  without  which 
the  office  cannot  be  is  an  essential  part  of  its 
nature,  and  is  inherent  in  the  thing,  as  the 
qoslitj  is  inherent  in  matter.  The  right  to 
preside  is  expready  oonftrred  hj  the  (^Boe; 
imt  the  ri|^t  to  wter  the  Senate,  and  to  be  pres- 
ent at  Ua  deUberations,  which  cannot  be  qnes- 
Umwd,  b  inbmnt,  not  expressed :  it  is  implied, 
becMue  it  is  essential  to  the  performanoe  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  without  which  the  of- 
fice eonld  not  be.  The  right  to  do,  when 
there,  what  pertains  to  his  office,  is  also  inher- 
ent, and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  ri|^t  to 
do  the  daties  that  belong  to  the  office.  What 
those  daties  are,  must  be  derived  from  the  na- 
tore  of  the  office,  and  the  general  understand- 
ingand  usage. 

The  constitotion  creates  tha  Vice  President, 
ei-officio,  "President  of  the  Senate."  The 
right  and  duty  of  presiding  in  that  body  is  in- 
iened  from  the  words  whrah  create  that  offioei 
The  act  of  pre»ding  over  a  body  whose  daty 
it  is  to  deliberate,  to  debate,  and  to  decide  on 
qaestions  of  greatest  interest,  lejpslaUve,  ex- 
ecQttve,  and  Judicial,  requires  that  the  body 
ibould  be  kept  free  from  intermption,  con- 
fUiioo,  and  disorder.  It  requires  that  order,  in 
its  strict  pariiamentary  sense,  should  be  main- 
tuned.  It  is  the  right  of  protecting  and  pre- 
ttrring  the  body  itself.  It  is  a  right  without 
which  the  regular  action  of  the  body  could  not 
be  carried  on.  To  whom  does  this  duty  be- 
lODgt  to  the  presiding  officer,  or  the  collective 
bo^,  or  the  members?  What  was  in  contem- 
pla^  oi  those  who  created  the  office  (  What 
M  the  gmwal  aooqitatioQ>  What  is  the 
daty  oi  aU  those  who,  nnder  whatever  name, 
ITS  eaUed  to  pceside  ovw  poblie  bo^es  f  Or- 
der is  the  first  law  <rf  erwy  body,  and  he  who 
prsddes  most  presMre  it :  each  is  the  wuversal 
vnderstandlDg  and  usage  with  r^^ard  to  it 

The  constitotion  h&a  provide  that,  when 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  is  tried 
on  unpeachmeot  before  the  Senate,  the  Chief 
Justice  shall  predde.  What  rights  and  duties 
does  this  impose  >  Certainly  it  constitutes  him 
the  head  of  Uie  court,  though  not  a  member. 
He  presides  over  the  Senate,  conducts  the 
trial,  preserves  order,  and  does  all  other  acts 
necesssrr  to  fnlQl  the  duty.  On  the  trial  of  a 
Jodge,  uiat  office  would  dsvolve  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  who,  in  like  manner,  would 
conduct  the  trial,  presMre  order,  interrogate 
vitassses,  take  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  and 
do  all  other  acta  pertaining  to  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  the  Hoosa,  of  which  the  trial  of  Judge 
Ctitse  fnmishea  an  example.  In  like  manner, 


the  President  of  the  Senate  must  ineinde  in 
all  legislative  prooee^ngs.  There  is  eqnal  an- 
thority  and  neoesslty  for  both ;  and  no  smuUa 

distinction  can  be  taken.  In  both  cases  it  im- 
plies the  same  duties.  The  Chief  Justice 
would,  under  the  right  to  "  preside,"  exercise 
the  power  of  preserring  order,  by  a  ri^t  unt- 
veraidly  oonceded  as  indispensable  to  his  dnty, 
not  by  any  express  delegation,  or  by  virtue  of 
any  nile,  but  as  a  necessary  incident.  The 
President  of  the  Senate,  in  similar  oiroum- 
stances,  would  have  the  ri^t  to  exerdse  tihe 
same  privileges ;  and  the  right  to  preside  in  all 
other  cases  implies  the  use  of  the  same  meana; 
and  suoh  has  oeen  the  nalform  prsotioe  in  tin 
Senate  ftom  the  be^nning — a  power  never 
doubted  by  the  presiding  offieer--«eTer  qnea- 
tioned  bv  the  Senate.  The  Senate  oannot  be 
organizeo,  or  hoW  its  seseions,  nntil  the  Pren- 
dent  of  the  Senate  is  present,  or  some  one  in 
his  place.  He  sdministers  the  oath  to  tba 
other  members;  he  pnta  all  qnestions;  but 
there  is  no  law  or  rule  of  the  Senate  for  this. 
It  is  purely  by  virtue  ot  lus  office,  call  that 
power  what  you  wilL 

Mr.  Ttlbr  said  he  would  fUn  believe  that  no 
difference  of  opinion  could  exist  on  the  qae»< 
tion,  when  fairly  stated.  Had  the  Vice  I^^- 
dent  a  right  to  orifpnate  rules,  by  which  we 
are  to  be  implieitlj  bonndt  The  answer  to 
the  ai^nment  of  the  Senator  from  Lomsiana,' 
on  the  powers  inherent  in  the  office  of  the 
Chair,  is,  that  the  power  of  the  Chtir  is  ood- 
fined  to  the  construction  of  rules,  while  their 
origin  is  with  this  body  alone.  Who  questions 
the  power  of  a  court  to  construe  the  lawst 
Who  believes  that  a  oourt  can  make  lawst 
How  many  swords  would  be  imsheathed,  if  the' 
President  of  the  United  States  were  to  under* 
take  to  moke  lawsf  The  powers  of  the  Ohair 
are  limited  to  the  oonstraction  of  the  ndai ; 
and  that  power  nobody  denies. 

Mr.  T.  thought  the  power  clamed  was  des- 
potic, and  if  exerted,  would  be  destractive  of 
the  obieot  for  which  the  Senate  is  constituted. 
Who  donbts  that  tlie  Senate  has  plenary  power 
to  aeoomplish  the  ol^ects  of  its  institnuon.  If 
the  Chur  has  a  right  to  frame  rides  of  prooeed- 
ing,  the  Senate  has  not  The  right  must  be 
complete  either  in  him  or  in  as.  If  in  botti, 
we  should  be  brought  into  continual  collision. 
Here  Mr.  T.  defined  the  powers  of  the  Ch^r  to 
be  ministerial,  and  properly  exercised  under  the 
rules  originating  from  the  Senate — and  he  con- 
tended, at  great  lengtti,  that  no  other  power 
was  or  could  be  given  to  the  Chair,  by  tmpli- 
cation,  or  by  the  lex  parliammtaria. 

Mr.  T.  also  vindicated  the  decirion  of  the 
Vice  President,  who,  he  said,  was  debarred 
by  his  station  from  self  defonoe.  The  hiA 
crime  of  which  he  bad  been  aoensed  was  nis 
declining  to  exercise  a  power,  which,  in  bla 
opinion,  did  not  belong  to  him.  If  actual  im- 
proprieties were  indulged  In,  why  was  it  not 
the  duty  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  as  well 
as  the  Chair,  to  interfere  I  Why  did  the  Sea- 
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«tor  remain  silent,  and  throw  the  responsibil- 
ity on  the  Ohair !  He  annoiiQced  hia  constmo- 
tion  of  the  rules,  and  the  Senate  aoqaieseed. 
Ur,  T.  believed  that  the  decision  of  the  Chur 
'was  cMrect.  It  belonged  to  this  body  to  origi- 
nate rules ;  to  the  Chair  to  enforce  them. 

Mr.  Whtte  moved  to  divide  the  amendment, 
so  as  first  to  decide  the  questi<m  of  conferring 
the  right  CD  the  Fre^dent,  and  then  tm  the 
peal  of  the  Senate. 

The  diviiAon  having  been  amed  to,  the  qoes- 
tim  upon  the  first  portion  ci  Uie  amendment 
was  dedded  In  the  afflrmatxTe^  hj  the  ftdlowing 
vote; 

Tkas. — ^Uesars.  Baroardt  Barton,  Bateniu,  BeD, 
Benton,  BooUgny,  Cbanibera,  Chandler,  Chase, 
Cobb,  Dlckerson,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hcfndricks, 
Johnston  of  liOuIsiaaa,  Knight,  HcKioley,  Msika, 
K(ri>le,  Farria,  Bobbins,  Bagglss,  Sanford,  SeTinonr, 
Slsbee,  &nith  of  South  OuoUDa,  Thomas,  Tyler, 
Tan  Boren,  Willey— 31. 

Nats.— Hessra.  Berrien,  Eat«i,  Blis,  J<duuon  of 
Kentucky,  Kane,  King,  MeLane,  Macon,  Bidgel^, 
Bowan,  &nith  of  Haryhnd,  Taaswell,  White,  Wil- 
Buns,  Woodbury— 16. 

The  qnestion  on  the  second  portion  of  the 
ttmeodment  then  ooourring,  and  Mr.  foor  hav- 
ing called  the  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  adopted  by 
tiie  foUowii^  Tote : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chandler, 
Chase,  Cobb,  Diokerson,  Eatoo,  Ellis,  Foot,  Harrison, 
Eayne,  Hendricks,  Johnsou  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  MoKinley, 
Mcldine,  Marits,  Noble,  Pairis,  Riogely,  Bobbins, 
Bowan,  Rubles,  Sanford,  Bejmour,  Slsbee,  Smith 
of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Van 
Buren,  White,  Willey,  Williams,  Woodbury — U. 

Nats. — Ueasrs.  lucon,  Smith  of  Maryland— a. 

So  the  amendmoit  <rf  Ibr.  Fooi^  to  the  6th 
role,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Vid  I^tBBUiziiT  thai  rose,  and  said, 
that  he  took  this  opportunity  to  express  his  en- 
tire satis&ction  with  that  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment giving  to  Senators  the  right  of  i^peal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chur,  as  it  was  not 
only  aooording  to  strict  principle,  but  would 
relieve  the  Chur  from  a  most  delicate  duty. 
As  to  the  power  conferred  npon  the  Chair,  it 
was  not  for  him  to  roeak ;  but  he  assured  the 
8&iate  that  ha  ahonld  always  aideavor  to  ex- 
ercise  it  with  strict  impartiauty. 
Mr.  Foot  then  moved  to  amoid  the  7th  rule 
inserting,  after  the  words  "  called  to  order," 
words  "  by  a  Senator,"  making  it  reauisite 
to  write  down  the  offending  words  ntterea  by  a 
member,  only  when  a  Senator  sboold  have  call- 
ed him  to  oraer ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Macon  asked  whether  a  vote  shonld  not 
be  taken  on  the  two  amendments. 

The  Chair  answered  that  the  divifflon  of  the 
amendment  precluded  the  necessity  of  doing  so. 

TrasoAT,  Febmary  19. 
Jvdmal  Proeem. 
The  bill  to  asUbliah  ptvcees  in  the  States  aA- 


[Frwamt,  182& 

mitted  Into  the  UuIml  rinoe  the  year  ITM,  was 
taken  np. 

Mr.  Wkbstxb  entered  into  a  view  of  the  os- 
tensible objects  and  mtimate  effects  of  the  bill 
under  oonsideration,  and  at^ed  that  the  for- 
mer were  not  adhered  to,  while  iha  Utter 
would  be  disastrous  and  inconvenient  in  the 
extreme.  He  replied  in  detail  to  the  argu- 
ments cf  Messrs.  Tazkwxll  and  Bowak,  dis- 
cnsring  the  einiifieation  c^ven  by  the  process 
acts  of  '89  and  *0S  to  the  term  civil  law,  by 
which  equity  ^roe«»  waa  to  be  regulated,  and 
<»poriDg  the  idea  that  the  common  law  was 
allnded  to  by  the  terms  of  thoee  acts.  He  con- 
sidered that  if  the  bill  passed  in  its  present 
shf^  it  would  destroy  all  equity  process  ia 
many  of  the  old  States.-  He  was  perfectly  will- 
ing that  the  advantages  asked  for  by  the  new 
States  should  be  acceded  to  them,  but  felt  it 
his  duty  to  oppose  a  bill  which  threatened 
so  muuk  evil  to  the  Mer  members  of  tba 
Union. 

Mr.  Yjjx  BmtxiT  was  for  reconnderataon,  re- 
marking that  the  bill,  In  its  present  tmm,  was 
allowed  to  progress  merely  through  an  om- 
si^t  oi  the  Senate. 

Mr,  BowAH  said,  that,  fai  wder  to  enreet 
Bome  matters  of  on  tlus  snbjoct,  it  woald 
be  necessary  for  him  to  consult  certain  docu- 
ments. He  therefiire  voted  to  1^  the  UU  on 
the  table:  which  waa  agreed  to. 


Teubsdat,  February  81. 
Judicial  Proem. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rowak,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  of  the  18th  instant,  to  reconnder 
the  vote  on  the  reconsideration  of  that  of  the 
14th  instant,  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  regdstirg 
process  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  ia 
States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  1789. 

Mr.  Bowan  said  that  be  shonld  have  been 
oontmted  to  take  the  vote  when  tUs  qneftioQ 
was  under  dlscnsidon  on  the  day  b^breyesfeadsT, 
bnt  that  the  Senator  from  Masaecfansctls  r. 
Wibstbb)  had  referred  to  the  process  Ian  «f 
Kentucky,  in  connecUon  with  the  rules  d  tb» 
Federal  Court,  in  such  a  manner  as  raidercd  it 
necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  ^icdal  rrf- 
erenoe  to  those  rules.  The  ^tlonan  hsd, 
moreover,  misstated  the  execution  laws  of  that 
State.  To  have  it  in  his  power  to  correct  the 
misstatement  of  the  gentlemui,  and  to  pradnce 
the  mles  of  Court,  he  had  requested  m  poet- 
ponement. 

The  gentleman  had  rtated  that  the  laws  ct 
Kentucky  would  not  permit  an  exeoition  to  ha 
taken  ont  by  a  creditor  upon  hia  JndgmMt,  an* 
less  he  would  endorse,  that  mcnrrent  or  as* 
avi^hble  bank  notes  would  be  taken  in  &- 
charge  of  it  That,  to  ranedy  tlus  eviL  tbs 
Federal  Judges  had  made  the  niles  com|daiBtd 
of  by  the  Senators  from  Kentucky.  Be  added, 
moreover,  that  the  execution  laws  of  Keotadk? 
were  declared,  both  by  the  State  and  Fedcnl 
Jodge^  to  be  miMmstitational  and  void. 
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nid  Mr.  Bowah,  as  to  the  first  itatement 

of  the  gentleman  it  is  otterlj  eironeoiu.  There 
aever  was  a  law  of  Kentuckj  which  forbade 
the  plaintiff  to  sae  oat  exeoutk>n  upon  his  jndg- 
meat,  ouldaa  he  would  endorse  that  he  womd 
take  ooavulable  paper  in  discharse  of  it.  I  do 
not  koow,  said  Mr.  R.  whence  Uie  gentleman 
obtained  his  infonnation,  bat  I  do  know  that  it 
ii  incorrect  It  was  always  oompetent  for  a 
pldotiff  to  BOO  out  his  euoutiMi  immediately 
ifter  the  term  bad  ez^red,  at  wluoh  he  had 
obtuned  his  Judgment  Bat  there  was  a  period 
la  that  State  in  wMdt  the  defendant  in  toe  ex- 
ecatim,  oooM,  when  it  came  to  be  levied  npoa 
luapropertpf,  repleTy  the  debt  for  two  years, 
uless  the  ^aintiff  had  endorsed  that  he  was 
willti^to  receive  the  enrroit  bank  notes  i^  the 
Sttte,  in  which  case  he  ooold  replevy  for  three 
months  only. 

Why  the  gmtleman  shotdd  have  referred  to 
the  execotioa  laws  of  Eentncky,  he  ooald  not 
veil  perceive,  for  wh^er  those  laws  were,  or 
vere  not,  cmistitntjonal  or  expedient,  must  be 
fivtign  tnm  the  p<^t  nnder  aiscassion,  which 
iru,  whether  the  Judges  possessed  Uie  poww 
to  make  exeontioa  laws  nnder  any  dream- 
BUnees.  U  voder  color  nf  making  ndes  of 
Goinrt,  they  possessed  the  power  to  make  exe- 
cution laws,  tiien  they  coold  have  exerdsed 
tbst  power,  whether  the  execntion  laws  of  the 
State  had  been  wise  or  foolish,  void  or  valid. 
And  if  they  did  not  possess  the  power  to  l^is- 
late,  then  thoy  coala  not,  tuider  any  state  of 
things,  have  made  those  execntion  laws  or 
rules.  Bat,  as  the  laws  of  that  State  had  been 
tneotioned  by  the  gentleman,  in  a  manner  that 
inigfat  seem  to  imply  censure,  he  would,  while 
ha  reprobeted,  in  the  moat  emphatic  manner, 
the  right,  or  propriety,  of  any  Senator's  con- 
nriog  the  oondaot  of  a  State,  claim  the  indul- 
eenoe  of  the  Senate^  for  a  few  moments,  while 
m  viD^oated  the  State,  which  he  had  hem 
jiosored  with  a  seat  in  that  body,  from  the 
impotatifHi  wMch  that  gentleman  had  been 
plwed  to  utter  in  innendoes.  He  would, 
hoTerer,  premise,  as  a  fact  well  known,  not 
(nl7  to  phjBicdo^sts,  bat  to  all  dose  observers 
of  human  nature,  that  the  Creator  of  man  has 
vwly  and  benignantly  mdowed  him  with 
(oerpei  b^tmd  what  are  required  for  the  or- 
muj  avocatitms  of  life— energies  for  special 
ttd  extraordinuy  exigencies,  which  lie  dor- 
mut,  imtil  the  emwgeQoies,  which  awaken  and 
(bQ  tbem  Into  action,  occur ;  that  the  degree 
« energy  beyoid  tJie  stock  habitually  employ- 
wu  the  ordinary  puranita  of  life,  which  shall 
w  oDed  into  cxeroiBe  upon  any  occasion,  d»> 
poos  Bpon  the  ezdtement  which  flie  oooarion 
Pnnaoes.  Now,  sir,  it  is  known  that  there  is 
no  general  oooditaon  of  sodety  which  exdtea 
»■  mnnben  so  powerftilly  as  a  state  of  war. 

it  has  been  said  by  wise  men,  that  it  is 
ost  little  leas  dsogerons  to  dose,  than  to  oom- 
I'^^awsr.  To  allay  the  stock  of  exdtement 
which  that  condition  prodnoes ;  to  ease  men 
ooTn  to  their  ordinary  paoiflo  pnrsoitSf  fhnn  a 


high  and  fervid  state  of  exdtement ;  or,  if  the 
simile  may  be  allowed,  to  lot  off  the  steam 
when  the  voyage  is  dewed,  without  bursting 
the  boUer,  deran^ng  the  machinery,  or  li^uring 
the  passengers,  is  a  task  of  great  delicacy,  and 
very  great  dimcalty.  lliiB  excitement  may  be 
extraordinary  even  for  a  state  of  war.  It  may 
be  rendered  so  by  an  infinite  variety  of  occur- 
rences. A  spirit  of  disaffection  among  tiiose 
who  are  carrying  it  on ;  nnexpeoted  diusters: 
a  savage  and  bmtal  spedes  m  warfere^  on  the 
part  <^  the  enemy,  are  among  the  causes  cal- 
onlated  to  prodnce  ahnoet  preternatural  exdte- 
ment during  its  progress ;  and,  upon  its  sadden 
termination  to  expose  society,  in  its  paoifio 
state,  to  the  effects  of  the  very  highest  wroQght 
war-feeling.  Sir,  such  was  the  character  of 
our  last  war.  Vf&  bod  beheld  in  other  quarters 
for  more  than  twenty  years  before  its  com- 
mencement, the  fiercest,  the  most  deeolatina 
ravages  of  war.  We  had  not  looked  on  as  cdd 
and  heedless  spectators ;  we  could  not  do  so. 
The  scenes,  though  tragic,  were  erand  and 
magnificent  All  Ohrist^om,  wim  the  ex- 
oeption  of  the  United  States,  were  involved  in 
the  war;  and  the  United  States  and  all  the  rat 
ot  Urn  inoM  looked  «i  with  wonder  and 
amazement  Never  did  nations  contend  more 
strenuously ;  never  did  war  crowd  upon  the 
gaze  of  maidcind  events  more  splendid,  or  in 
more  ru>id  succesuon. 

The  United  States  were  sahjeot,  not  only  to 
the  exdtement  which  a  spectacle  so  grand,  so 
august,  could  not  fail  to  produce  on  tiiem  as 
mere  spectators;  but  they  were  unceasingly 
exposed  to  collision  with  some  of  the  bellig- 
erents. They  were,  in  fact,  for  much  of  the 
Ume,  in  a  state  of  qtuui  war  with  more  than 
one  of  them.  Then,  ur,  when  the  war  really 
come,  it  found  the  people  of  this  nation  in  a 
state  ct  great  exdtement  Let  me  ask  if  the 
ooearrenoes  during  that  war  were  calonlated  to 
dimhiish  that  stwte  of  feeling?  The  diaaffeo- 
tion  of  some  of  the  States ;  t£dr  refusal  to  cf^ 
operate  in  bringing  it  to  an  honorable  dosc^ 
surely  was  not  calculated  to  damp  the  ardor, 
abate  liie  zeal,  or  dimii^sh  tiie  patriotism  m 
the  people  of  Eentncky.  The  Kentnckiana, 
sdd  Mr.  B.,  are,  and  I  speak  it  with  pride,  a 
brave  and  ohivdric  people.  They  fdt  all  the 
zed  for  the  glor^  of  their  ooontry,  with  which 
its  aoenmulated  usuries  could  inspire  an  ardent, 
a  brave  and  a  patriotic  people.  They  never 
hesitated,  never  faltered,  for  a  moment.  They 
poared  ont  their  blood  like  water  on  the  north- 
western frontier.  They  were  prodigal  of  life 
at  ni^>eoanoe,  the  l^«na  ot  Saisin,  at  Dudley's 
renoimtoe^  on  the  Thames  and  Orleans.  Sr, 
Eentnofy  waa  widowed  liy  the  war— she  was 
bereaved,  by  its  ravages,  ot  some  of  her  most 
distingnisliedsons.  I  need  not,  said  Kr.B.,  name 
them ;  the  oocasion  does  not  require  it.  Among 
them  were  Odonels  Allen  and  Daviess — men 
surpassed  In  none  of  the  States,  in  no  part  of 
the  world,  whether  you  have  reference  to  their 
virtues  or  their  taleots.  Sir,  the  glory  of  the 
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dosing  scene  of  itie  war  was  oalcnlatcd,  bj  its 
efifhlgence,  to  excite  to  r^tnre  sach  a  people  as 
the  Kentuckians,  and  they  did  enjoy  the  rap- 
torea  of  that  unparalleled  victory— s  victory 
which  they  had  assisted  to  achieve,  a  victory 
which  obscnred,  by  its  splendors,  the  mortifying 
occnrrencea  of  this  place— yes,  sir,  which  ot^ 
literated  tiie  defloration,  by  the  enemy,  of  tlie 
jffood  edifice  in  which  we  now  sit,  and  healed 
the  wound  Inflicted  upon  the  jost  pride  of  the 
patriotic  portion  of  the  American  pewle,  by 
that  hmniliating  event,  Bnt,  aaid  lu*.  KowAir, 
I  have  dwelt  longer  upon  tUs  port  f>f  the  snb- 
jeot,  than,  perhaps,  I  ought.  The  ol^cot  was 
to  show  that  the  people  of  Kentucky  were  not 
oold  blooded,  indifferent  spectators;  that  they 
were  greatly  excited,  and  entered  into  the  cause 
of  their  country,  with  animation  and  zeal ;  that 
the  disasters  and  victories,  in  which  they  par- 
ticipated laroely,  were  calculated  to  ezdte,  md 
did  excite  mem  greatly ;  that  at  the  dose  of 
the  war  they  were  left  in  a  state  of  very  hixh 
feeling.  And,  in  cot\jDnction  "with,  thwe,  ho 
begffw  teava  to  state  another  ftet,  not  without 
its  mflnenoe  in  producing  the  state  of  things 
which  ouned,  and  at  which  the  gentleman  has 
aUuded,  not,  indeed,  with  express,  but  with  ev- 
ident implied  reprobation.  Sir,  it  most  be  re- 
collected, that  the  United  States  Bank  did  not 
odst  at  tiiat  period ;  that  the  State  Banks  fur- 
nished mncb  of  the  money,  with  which  the  war 
was  oondncted;  Kentucky  furnished  her  fkiU 
portion.  The  needs  of  the  Oovemment,  and 
the  ezdtement  to  which  he  had  alluded,  hod 
t»Y>dttced,  perh^iB,  an  inordinate  issue  by  the 
banks,  in  toat  State.  The  men  and  supplies 
fbmished  by  that  State,  caused  natorally  dur- 
ing, and  at  the  dose  of  the  war,  a  plenary,  if 
not  proftiae,  dnmlaticHi  of  kwal  notes.  This 
fbmuhed,  to  the  entted  state  of  the  public 
ndnd,  fkolUtiee  for  the  indulgence  of  feverish  and 
utravagantprctJeots;  impracticable  plans  were 
honestly,  bnt  ernmeonsly  formed ;  chimerical 
notions  of  wealth  and  aggrandizement  were 
cAierished.  In  fine,  the  state  of  feeling  was 
mited  to  the  oooanon  which  it  had  produced, 
and  not  to  the  condition  which  had  ensued  it. 
They  eqjoyed  peace,  while  they  were  under  the 
Isflnenoe  of  war  feelings.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  created  immediately  on  the 
dose  of  the  war,  and  the  Government,  venr 
unwisely,  as  he  always  thought,  determined, 
suddenly,  through  its  instrumentality,  to  re- 
store, not  gradually,  as  it  ought,  but  niddraly, 
a  metallio  currency. 

The  effects  of  this  unwise  meanin  are  known 
t*  all ;  they  were  fdt  by  almost  all  in  Ken- 
tucky. The  change,  Ur.  Freddent,  was  too 
ndden — the  shook  inflicted  by  it  was  too  se- 
vere— the  sacrifices  produced  by  it  were  too 
numerous  and  too  agonizing — the  basis  upon 
which  the  enterprise,  the  hopea,  and  the  happi- 
ness of  the  people  of  that  State  rested,  was 
suddenly  ana  unexpectedly  taken  from  under 
them,  and  they  were  turned  over,  as  lawful 
prey,  to  the  Bank<»f  the  United  States,  and  the 


mercenary  vultures  that  hovered  round  that 
institution.  The  Legislature  of  the  State,  in 
the  laudable  view  to  mitigate  the  calanutttis 
which  had  so  suddenly  and  so  mwzpectedlr 
overtakea  the  people,  and  to  save  from  nria  as 
many  as  posnble  of  her  citixena,  by  aficc^nc 
them  time  to  disembarrass  thenudvea,  passed 
an  act  authorizing  the  def^dant,  wbm  tb« 
plaintiff  had  not  endoraed,  that  he  would  take 
the  onnent  notes  the  Stats^  to  reflitnj  tlw 
debt  tot  two  yearsi  but  denying  to  hnn,  when 
the  pldntiff  TuA  made  socth  wdoraenent,  tba 
right  to  replevy  for  more  than  three  m<mtli& 
And  what  was  the  mishty  evil  of  this  dtlsf  I 
The  defendant  executed  a  bond,  with  two  w- 
proved  securities,  for  the  payment  <rf  the 
amount  of  the  execution  within  two  yean. 
The  debt  was  made  perfecdy  aeenre ;  it  bow 
interest  during  the  time,  and  had  the  focce  of 
a  judgment  upon  which  execntion  isBaed,  ai 
matter  of  course,  and  upon  which  there  ooold 
be  no  dday.  The  in^xay  waa,  if  an  iigury 
may  be  called,  which  is  a  public  good,  that  tb« 
idaintiff  was  not  pennitted  to  Uk»  the  cotin 
estate  of  the  defenoant  ior  less  than  a<KM  bno- 
dredth  part  of  its  value.  There  was  no  mooef 
which  would  be  takm,  save  what  littie  could  bs 
.obtained  from  the  United  States  Bank;  sod 
that  waa  not  obtained  by  debtor^  and  wbea 
obtdned,  was  employed  by  those  who  codil 
obtein  it  in  merciless  speculation,  at  foreti 
sdes  by  the  sheriff.  The  oontracta  Uad  dl  been 
predicated  upon  the  local  currency — none  otber 
had  been  known  or  thought  oi,  tiiat  had  been 
put  down  by  the  United  Statea  Bank — «  mt 
state  of  things  had  ensued.  The  creator  re- 
fused the  medium  for  which  be  had  cootract- 
ed,  and  demanded  payment  in  cme  whiA  bad 
been  suddenly  created,  and  could  not  be  sadr 
denly  obtdned.  The  Legislature  not  aHj 
passed  this  law,  but  passed  a  lav  dae  ahoUdn 
mg  imprisonm«)t  tor  debt;  thus  aUbr^Dg  to 
the  brave  fellows  who  had  fought  the  bsraes  , 
of  their  country,  an  <q»portuni^  of  paving  tlwir 
debts,  without  the  entire  sacrifice  o€  their  pn^ 
erty,  and  tiie  loss  of  their  liberty,  ^  impriao^ 
ment.  And  mark,  Hr.  President :  tbe  pest 
mi^ori^  of  creditors  in  that,  as  under  like  ci^ 
onmstances,  they  will  dways  be,  in  eveiy 
State,  were  not  the  ardent,  generoBS,  btars 
men  who  had  entered  with  thdr  wbde  nd 
into  the  war  which  thdr  country  had  beeo 
oonstrained  to  wage.  They  were  moattr  jow 
cold-blooded,  cdcnlatini^  avaridooa  men,  vsom 
only  love  c€  oountt^  was  love  oi  miMiey— tIkm 
patriotism  was  cupidity,  and  whoae  asd  wai  to 
enrich  tbenisdve^  and  to  ruin  the  men  vbo 
had  saved  their  country.  These,  dr,  w«n  fc* 
—hut  they  were  clamorous — and  thdr  daoMis 
were  echoed  by  capitalists  from  eveiy  qaans 
— and  we  all  know  that  the  c^titalists  wm  nd 
the  patriots  in  our  last  war. 

But,  he  begged  leave  to  ask,  if  Eeotn^ 
was  the  only  btate  that  had,  her  enactitio^ 
attempted,  during  the  war,  to  sdt  her  code  t* 
hw  cmditiimt  Kr,  a  great  mi^onty  of  tbc 
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States  altered  their  exeondoa  laws.  PaUie 
ieatanent  ^qwored  beeanae  the  deranged 
miditliHi  of  affiurs  required  it  Yir^nia,  the 
tneient  don^inion,  a  State  as  dlstin^ished  for 
the  correctnns  and  Btabilitj  of  her  political 
creed,  as  for  the  heroes  and  statosmen  which  she 
hisprodnoed,  erm  she  snqMnded  execotions,  fbr 
(b«  believed)  twelve  months.  Bnt  why  quote 
examples — what  are  the  States  for — ^what  the 
■noiuU  session  of  their  Lwislatnres  bat,  by 
cbaaging  the  laws,  to  mAt  mem  to  the  raiying 
om^on  of  society  f 

It  is  tme,  sir,  that  the  Circuit  Judge  pn>- 
UDonced  the  rwlevin  law  of  Kentnoky  to  be 
noeoostitntional  and  void.  He  deowed.  the 
Isw  to  be  void,  beeanse  it  delayed  jnitioe,  and 
immediatdy  enacted  a  law  whidi  anthwiied 
the  defendimt  to  replevy  for  three  months. 
He  declared  tlie  replevin  law  of  the  State  to 
be  nnconstitational,  aad  immediately  made  a 
reptevin  law.  He  declared  the  law  of  the 
State,  abcdidiing  tmprisniment  for  debt,  to  be 
Totd  for  the  same  reason,  and  immediately  en- 
•eted  an  imprisonment  law.  [Here  Mr.  R.  pre* 
eeot«d  to  the  Honse  the  rales  mode  by  the  Fed- 
eral Judges  of  the  Kentocky  District.  They 
consisted  of  IT  sections.  They  were  read  by 
the  Seeretory  of  the  Senate  in  his  place.]  Sir, 
aii  Ut.  Row  as,  if  the  jadge  had  really  be- 
fieved  these  laws  of  the  State  to  be  uneonstitn- 
tionat,  and  if  he  had  really  believed,  ^so,  that 
be  posseand  leridaliTS  ]K)wer — a  respect  for 
Unoelf— the  pewle  of  oonnstenoy,  and  a  decent 
itroect  tar  the  sentiment  ot  the  State,  shonld 
■H  hftve  restrained  him  from  the  course  wbich 
be  jwrsned.  There  was  an  nnparalleled  an- 
daatf ,  in  ordaining,  by  role  of  coart,  a  replevin 
livr,  vhen  he  had  determined  that  law  on  the 
part  of  the  State  to  be  nnconstitational.  There 
VIS  an  insolent  defiance  of  public  sentiment,  in 
ordaining  imprisonment  for  debt  after  the  Leg- 
vAalnn  of  the  State  had  abolished  it.  Sir,  we 
bear  a  great  dMl  abont  the  pnrity  and  sanctity 
of  the  judicial  character,  and  eulogies  without 
lumber  are  pronoanoed  npon  the  present  in- 
cambents.  He  had  nothli^  to  aay  abont  the 
bkd;  it  was  the  corporate  powers  of  the  Jn- 
dieial  departanrait,  and  not  with  the  jadges, 
that  this  Senate  nad  to  do  In  the  present  qnes- 
tioQ.  He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  he  did  not  rate  very  hignly  that  sanctity 
which  was  unceasingly  employed  in  profaning 
the  State  laws,  and  State  aathoiities — ^whioh, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  little  usurped  and  brief  au- 
^xmty,  oatraged  the  sacred  principles  of  free- 
^m,  and  drew  into  contempt  the  most  solemn 
ciril  institntions.  Sir,  you  nave  in  the  rules  of 
which  have  just  been  read,  a  fall  and 
cw^lex  code  of  execution  laws;  including  re- 
Ferb,  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  a  system 
of  conreyaneiog.  The  very  highest  attributes 
<![  wveraignty  are  exerted  in  oooolave  by 
these  JudgM.  They  make  their  rales,  which 
nbject  yoar  property  to  seizure  and  sole,  and 
jmir  body  to  imprisonment.  Tbey  are  not 
piated  nor  promnlged;  and  7e^  like  the  laws 
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of  the  tyrant,  they  must  govern,  thon^  they 
cannot  be  read  or  known.  Sir,  saM  Kr.  Row  ah, 
we  are  this  day  debating  whether  the  judges 
shall  exercise  the  legislative  power  to  an  exten^ 
and  in  a  manner,  which  drew  upon  that  tyrant, 
the  Just  execration  of  all  mankind.  Our  free- 
dom ccMiristB,  essentially,  in  the  fact,  that  we 
are  governed  by  laws,  made  by  ourselves— 
that  the  will  of  the  majority,  definitely  ex- 
pressed, and  duly  promulgated,  is  the  only 

Bjwer  to  which  freemen  are  constrained  to  bend, 
nt,  what  is  the  jndicial  doctrine,  which,  he 
was  sorry  to  see,  had  so  many  advocates  in  this 
body  ?  Why,  not  that  the  voice  of  the  m^jor- 
ity,  bnt  that  the  will  d  one  or  two  Federal 
Jndge»— under  (be  supposed)  the  aaored  gnid> 
anee  of  that  fUthfkd  monitw,  th^  oonadenoa, 
abonld  resalate  the  property  and  the  Ubertr  of 
the  people  of  these  States — and  that,  too,  not 
published,  but  retttiited  in  the  office  of  their 
own  clerk.  The  Judges  and  the  lawyers  <tf  the 
court  w^  know  wlutt  the  rales  are,  and 
people  may  know  by  making  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  office  of  the  clwk  and  paying  him  for  a 
sight  of  them.  Bot  that  the  judges  and  the 
lawyers  should  know  the  law,  seemed  to  the 
Senator  from  Kassachusetts  sufficient.  It  was 
not,  in  his  opinion,  necessary  that-the  people 
shonld  know  them.  This  doctrine  was  urged 
by  the  gentleman  with  a  zeal  which  he  had 
but  little  expected.  He  would  notice  it  more 
at  large  hereafter :  for  the  present  he  was  con- 
eerned  wfth  the  Legislative  power  asserted  for, 
and  exercised  by  the  judges.  Sir,  niA  Mr, 
Rowan,  the  Iwi^tive  power,  according  to  the 
theory  of  our  Government,  is  never  to  be  exer- 
cised but  under  strict  responsibility  to  the  peo- 

f>le,  whose  will  gives  obligatory  force  to  the 
aw.  But  under  what  responnbility  do  the 
Judges  legislate!  They  are  in  office  for  life, 
and  can  only  be  removed  by  impeachment,  for 
malfeasance  in  office.  Their  office  is  Judicial, 
not  legislative.  Gould  they  be  impeached  for 
corrupt  legislation  ?  Would  it  be  official  mal- 
feasance f  They  were  commissioned  to  Judge, 
not  to  l(w:islate~4o  expound,  not  to  make  laws. 
Thdr  legislative  exertions  woold  not  be  officnal, 
and  so,  not  subject,  to  even  the  remoteand  nom- 
inal responsibility  of  impeachment. 

Ur.  President,  all  the  disdngnished  wiiten 
upon  political  science  agree  that  the  coneentra* 
tion  m  the  l^islative,  the  Jodielal,  and  the  ex- 
ecutive power  in  the  same  person  or  body,  con- 
stitutes despotism.  These  three  powers  were 
exercised  by  the  Federal  Judges  in  Kentucky ; 
and  that,  too,  in  relation  to  tmiics  the  most 
critically  interesting  of  any  that  rail  within  the 
scope  of  those  powers,  in  their  divided  and  best 
adjusted  shape  in  immediate  relation  to  the  en- 
joyment  of  his  liberty,  and  the  possession  of  his 
property  by  the  citizen.  That,  sarely,  is  the 
bluest  act  of  aovoreignty,  whic^  takes  from  a 
man  his  liberty,  or  which  takes  from  one  man  bia 
propcrfT  and  gives  to  another ;  yet  these  judges 
make  the  mfes  b^  which  tiiis  is  done — they 
expoundthein,anathe7exeeatetliein.  8ir,aaia 
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Ur.  Rowan,  if  this  thiag  is  saucti<med,  we  hare 
ffuned  nothing  by  the  revolution ;  we  hsve  lost 
by  it.  For  such  a  power  was  never  asserted 
for,  or  exercised  by,  the  Judges  of  England.  It 
wonld  not  be  tolerated  by  the  people  of  that 
conntiy.  The  people  of  that  Government 
have,  at  varioas  periods  of  its  history,  been 
very  mnch  harassed  and  grieved  by  the  pliancy 
and  oorroption  of  their  judges,  but  they  never 
were,  as  the  people  of  Kentucky  have  been, 
oppressed  by  the  usurpation,  on  the  part  of 
even  tbeir  most  corrupt  judges,  of  the  legisla- 
tlve  power.  Sir,  this  aeaamption  of  the  Ugis^- 
latlve  power,  by  the  Federal  judges  of  Xen- 
tDoky,  nai  cansed  muoh  aniiety  to  the  people 
of  that  State.  They  have  remonstrated  to  Con- 

ri,  repeatedly,  and  most  solemnly,  agunst 
Tbeir  remonstrances  have  hitherto  been 
imavailhig.  They  have  been  patient,  not  from 
any  proneness  on  their  part  to  submit  to  ju- 
dicial, or  any  other  Und  of  tyranny,  but  from 
a  love  of  order,  end  In  the  hope  that  their 
wroiu^s  would  be  redressed  by  Congress ;  when 
that  nope  ceases,  let  the  petty  oppressors  be- 
ware how,  and  upon  whom,  they  exercise  their 
Ul-derived  power.  But,  Mr.  President,  why 
dionld  their  reasonable  expectations  of  redress 
fromConcressbedini^utodt  Whatia there 
in  Jndioial  lerislation  whidi  ran  enamour  Con- 

riSB  with  itf  The  excellence  of  all  legislatl(Hi 
bi  the  adapta&oa.  of  the  laws  by  those  who 
make  them,  to  the  condition  of  those  for  whom 
they  are  mode.  The  judges  are  not  from 
amontr  Uie  people ;  they  are,  by  their  office, 
and  their  solanes,  placed  above  the  flnctaa- 
tions,  and  freed  from  the  cares,  to  which  the 
people  are  unceasingly  exposed.  They  cannot, 
therefore,  if  they  were  qualified,  in  other  re- 
spects, be  snffloiently  acquainted  with  the  will 
of  the  people,  Uieir  wants  and  their  sufferioga, 
to  legislate  beneficially  for  them.  But,  sir, 
when  did  this  idea  of  judicial  legislation  first 

E resent  itself  to  the  Ajmerican  people  f  The 
iw  of  Congress,  aathorizing  the  jadges  to  alter 
the  forms  Mprooeas,  and  to  make  rules  for  the 
regulation  of  its  own  Judicial  proceeding  in 
court,  was,  we  aU  know,  passed  in  1789,  and 
re-enacted  in  Hay,  1793.  But  nobody  ever 
thought  that  eithw  of  tbeae  laws  confernd  leg- 
Uative  power  upon  the  Jodgea.  They  them- 
aelves  were  nnconscions  of  possessing  any  such 
power.  The  alteration  of  State  process,  in  the 
article  of  form  only,  so  as  to  adapt  its  use  to 
the  organic  stmotnre  of  the  Federal  Courts, 
was  known  to  be  all  that  was  intended  by 
Congress,  in  thoee  acta.  Kor,  sir,  did  the  courts 
ever  dream  of  exeroiung  any  other  or  further 
power  under  color  of  those  acts,  until  since  the 
war,  and  the  establishment  of  the  United  States 
Bank.  The  experiment  was  first  made  in  Ken- 
tncky,  in  tlie  case,  and  under  the  auspices,  of 
that  Bttok — ^backed  by  all  the  talents,  influence, 
uA  weight  of  character,  which  that  institution 
possesses  so  amply  the  means  of  enlisting.  The 
experiotent  was,  unhappily,  but  too  fuccessfht, 
The  gentleman  from  Maiaachnwtta  telle  us,  that 
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the  inralidity  of  the  Kentucky  ezeeatton  laws  ' 
was  a  great  enl.  and  that  the  judges  were  called 
upon  to  wply  tne  remedy.  It  is  admitted  to  be 
the  duty  <nthejadges  to  apply  the  remedy.  But 
it  is  asserted  to  be  the  right  of  the  L^isiatnrc 
to  make  it.  Every  reme^  presupposes  an  eviL 
To  explore  the  condition  of  society,  to  aecer- 
tun  the  existing  evil,  and  to  frame  and  soit  the  i 
remedy  to  the  evil,  is  the  provinoe  of  the  states- 
man.  To  i^ply  the  remedy,  when  provided,  is 
the  duty  of  uie  Judge.   Neither  riiould  trench  i 
upon  the  province  of  the  other.   These  differ-  | 
ent  duties  require  very  different  capacities  and 
attainmenta,  ao  ihat  the  ^logy,  offered  by 
the  gentleman,  for  the  Judges,  u,  at  best,  mt 
the  stale  apology  tot  opprM^on.  The  plea  <^  . 
necesuty  is  the  habitnal  ezeoae  for  ^rmtny.  I 
Bot  if  uie  judges  had  felt  the  nisenoy  ot  that 
necessity,  which  the  gentleman  aaserts  in  tbeir 
behalf^  why  did  they  not  refer  the  ease  to  Con- 
gress, whose  exdosire  province  it  is  to  l^n*- 
kte  for  the  tribunals  of  the  United  States.  Sir, 
the  legitimate  source  of  the  governing  power 
in  this  country,  as  we  all  know,  is  in  the  people. 
None  can  be  exerted  by  any  pnbUc  Ihuctiooaiy 
which  has  not  been  delegated. 

How  much  more  becoming  and  decent  would 
It  have  been  in  thoee  Jndgea,  if  they  had  even 
belieTed  the  State  laws  to  have  been  vneomti- 
taUorad,  to  have  Burrendered  their  Jndnwnt  to 
that  <^  the  people  of  the  Stata^  until  Coogress 
could  have  pasaed  upon  the  sulject ;  to  have  :>op- 
posed  that,  according  to  any,  and  every  rational 
criterion  of  correctness,  that  half  a  million  of  in- 
telUgrait  people  who  compose  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, were  right  and  they  wrong ;  than  to  have 
bewildered  themselves  in  the  mazes  of  ab^trat- 
tion,  to  find  that  the  legal  obligation  of  acontract 
consistedintheromedyalone.  Sir,thelogiccifthe 
Jud^  upon  this  subject  is  new,  and  somewhat 
canons,  hut  more  dangerons  than  either.  It  it 
thus  they  reason:  "The  Coostitation  (tf  the 
United  States  provides  that  no  State  diall  |iM 
any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contncti; 
the  obligation  oT  a  otmtnwt  connsta  alone  in 
the  remedy  fm  its  enfkwoement ;  any  State  law 
which  variea  the  remedy,  impurs  the  obligip 
tion  of  all  extoting  ocmtracts,  and  is,  therefor^ 
as  to  them,  nncfmstitatiwial  and  vwd."  The 
evident  tendency  of  this  doctrine^  if  its  ab- 
surdity ofnild  be  tolerated,  is  oonsdidatiw.  It 
is  to  pualyze  the  States  by  denying  tibem  the 
exercise  of  the  legislative  power,  upon  which 
alone,  th^  fireedom  and  uieir  h^^^nes  de- 
pends. The  laws  of  right  and  wra^  ar«  ^ 
vine  and  unalterable.  The  laws  for  tbe  sup- 
pression of  wrong  and  tbeenforoemoitof  rtdtt, 
are  human,  and  may  be  modified  and  varied  to 
suit  tbe  varying  or  varied  state  of  sociel?.  ai 
the  wisdom  of  the  pocnde,  legitimatd]''  *^ 
ciaed,  aball  dictate.  The  language  oi  r«aMa 
which  has  had  the  practical  sanction  of  all  in* 
Govemmenta,  and  without  which  free  Goven- 
ments  could  not  exist,  ia  that  the  raaedy  i>  in 
the  discretion  of  Ae  sovereign  le^slative  power. 
The  geatlttDoaa  nugr  say — as  he  had  said  in  n- 
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litioD  to  exeontim  law  of  Kentacky— the 
nrereign  Ifl^slative  power  maj  be  miBexer- 
aiei  or  dnued ;  aiul,  in  that  case,  tfae  Federal 
judges  mnst  apply  the  remedy  to  the  evil  He 
vonld  aoawer,  that  the  power  of  enaoting 
remedial  lava  most  be  lodged  somewhere,  and 
tint  the  people  were,  at  iMst,  aa  aafia  a  depos- 
itorj*  of  that  power  as  the  Jadges ;  besldei,  if  it 
were  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  judges,  they 
too,  might  misexerdse  or  abuse  it ;  and  who, 
in  that  case,  ahoold  apply  the  remedy  to  the 
nil!  For  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  is, 
that  wherever  there  is  an  evil  there  must  be  a 
remedy.  Ur.  R.  said  he  agreed  that  there 
OBgbt  to  be  a  remedy  for  every  evil ;  he  was 
nrry,  however,  to  aay,  that  the  fact  was  not 
ahrijrsBO.  There  existed  many  evils,  for  which 
remedies  had  not  been  provided ;  and  among 
the  most  enonnona  and  grievoos  evil  of  that 
ehiractcr,  was  the  nanrpation  of  legislative 
powtt  by  the  jadges.  He  ahonld  be  glad  to 
E*e  the  MUtleman  snpport  his  doctrine  by  his 
vote,  and  assist  in  famishing  the  apwopriate 
Rmedj  for  this  moat  afBiotio^  evil.  This  evil, 
vhich,  by  violating  the  great  prmciples  of  oar  free 
institntioDs,  leads  to,  and  threatens  the  destroo- 
tim  of  oar  liberty ;  which,  by  osurping  the 
pover  of  the  States,  threatens  their  absorption ; 
vhich,  cooeeding  to  the  judges  the  exercise 
vf  legislative  power,  deniiis  to  the  States  tiie 
light  of  regulating  uieir  own  rraoedial  system, 
locorduigtotheirownwilL  Sir,  the  gratleman 
vodd  r^iedy  what  he  ndaealla  an  evil  in  Ken- 
tockf  by  as  mfiidtely  greater  evil.  He  says,  vir- 
tnallv,  that  iho  people  <rf  that  State  have  abased 
the  l^islative  power,  and  proposes  to  remedy 
tbe  evO,  by  traasferring  that  power  to  the 
jDdgea,  without  providing  a  remedy  for  its 
Bbcue  by  them.  He  is  right  in  proposing  no 
Kmed;'  for  their  abuses  of  this  power;  for 
vbcn  it  ia  once  conceded  to  them,  it  wilt  be 
idle  to  tall:  of  a  remedy  for  their  perversion  or 
tl«se  of  it.  It  most  bo  irresponMbly,  and  will, 
ofnmrse,  be  irremediably  exercised.  Bat  are 
we  tmpored  for  auoh  a  state  of  things  ?  Are 
we  prepared  to  sanction  begionings,  which  will 
im  to  moh  a  result!  Mr.  Fireaideat,  the 
■wmdarles  between  right  and  remedy  are 
pltnted  deep  in  natur^-the  diat^notion  be- 
tvecn  them  is  obvious  and  pl^n.  Shall  they 
H  coDfoonded,  and  the  States  be  deprived  of 
wair  legitimate  power,  by  judicial  mysticism  ? 
ohia  A  be  filched  from  them  by  judicial  sab- 
tletiej,  or  extorted  by  the  force  of  sophisms  t 
Sir,  the  now  theory  of  obligation  is  too  wire- 
v*wn,  too  snblimated,  too  evanescent,  for  the 
^  of  a  republican  people.  The  judges  should 
^  ?ennitted  to  amuse  themselves  with  it  as  a 
*P?''':l|ag  abstraction,  a  pretty  little  brilliant,  a 
pitterinjf  p^eaut  of  the  fancy,  or,  if  you  pleose, 
u  mteUeetual  aurora  borealia— but  nothing 
jwe  or  fcrther.  They  should  not  be  allowed 
neiperiment  with  It  upon  the  common  aense 
Of  the  people,  at  the  hazard  of  tSieir  liberty : 
m  \m  should  they  be  pemutted  to  impose  it 
"pn  the  peo|de  aa  the  plan,  upon  which  alone 


they  eonU  exmln  the  powor  of  mnedial  leg- 
iabmcm.  Th^  ahonld  not  be  permitted  to  send 
it  atnoad  am<»ig  the  States  aa  a  destroybig 
angel,  as  impalpable,  and  as  destftictive  of  their 
rights,  as  was  tiie  visit  of  that  mysterioas  agent 
to  the  first-born  of  the  Egyptians.  Sir,  mys- 
tery on  the  part  of  the  poutical  agents,  in  any 
Government,  is  the  sore  harbinger  of  the  op- 
preesion  of  the  people.  It  addiesaes  itself  to 
the  credulity,  not  to  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind. And  common  sense,  or  the  power  of 
reason,  is  the  criterion  to  which  alone  should 
be  referred  the  propriety  or  justness  of  any 
measure  which  may  affect  the  liberty  or  the 
haziness  of  num.  To  the  test  of  this  standard 
alone,  diotdd  every  thing  whidt  affects  his 
rights  or  lua  Interest  be  snljeoted.  Gammon 
sense  revolts  at  the  idea  that  the  Legislatnre 
may  provide  a  remedy  for  c<mtingent  and  pos- 
sible evils ;  but  ought  not,  and  cannot,  exert 
any  remedial  agency  for  the  mitigation  of  a 
present  and  urgent  evil.  That  they  may  two- 
vide  a  remedy  for  evils  wluch  may  never  hap- 
pen, but  cannot,  by  any  exertion  of  the  remedial 
power,  soften  those  which  are  present  and 
preasiDg.  Sir,  a  wise  Le«slatnre  is  like  a  wise 
and  skilM  physician,  whose  duty  it  is,  not 
only  to  prevent,  but,  by  remedial  applications, 
to  cure  maladies,  and  to  soften,  by  juiUoious 
lenitives,  those  which  cannot  be  cured. 

One  gentleman  (Ur.  MoLaitk)  says,  that  the 
Judiciary  is  the  most  important  deportment  in 
our  Government  He  compares  it  to  a  fixed 
star,  shedding  its  dear,  but  mild  light,  through- 
out the  political  horizon.  Ha,  too,  pronounces  a 
eulogy  upon  the  Judges,  and  says  the^  can  have 
no  motive  to  do  wrong.  It  is  (said  Mr,  K.)  . 
a  sound  rule  in  legislation  to  suppose  the  worst, 
end  provide  against  it.  The  judges  are  men, 
and  however  good  they  may  be,  their  sut^sea* 
Bors  may  not  be  so.  Wise  men  are  subject  to 
the  errors  of  human  fruity ;  foolish  and  vicious 
men  are  never  without  motives  to  do  wrong. 
The  judges  ore  men,  and  it  is  wise  in  the  Leg- 
islature to  guard  agfunst  tiie  injurious  exertion 
of  their  power,  either  weakly  or  wickedly. 
While,  like  the  fixed  star  spohm  of  by  the  gen- 
tleman, they  oootinned  to  oooupy  their  ai^TO- 
priate  q>here,  and  to  shed  their  lustre  upon  the 
other  departments,  th^  would  have  his  wppeo- 
bation.  But  when,  instead  of  the  benignant 
beamings  of  a  fixed  star,  they  pursued  the  er- 
ratic and  desolating  course  of  a  blazing  comet, 
threatening  destruction  to  their  co-ordinate 
orbs,  he  must  be  pardoned  for  withholding  his 
approbation.  But,  to  change  the  figure  of  the 
gentleman,  for  one  less  sublimated,  he  would 
say  that  the  judges,  when  caught  poaching 
upon  the  legislative  manor,  should  be  driven 
off,  and  taught  to  confine  themselves  to  the  ju- 
dicial demesne ;  and,  dropping  the  figurative, 
into  which  he  lud  been  seduced  by  the  gentie- 
man  troip  Delaware,  he  was  willing  to  admit 
that  the  Judiciary  were  an  important  depart- 
ment in  the  Government.  But  their  important 
nseflilnesB  oonaisted  in  the  enlightened  and 
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fatthfal  performanoe  of  their  af^m^riate  duties. 
Their  daty  was,  he  repeated,  to  expound,  not 
to  make  laws.  It  was  very  far  from  his  doAn 
to  disparage  the  Ju^ciary,  or  the  Judges.  He 
woold  avmd,  alike,  an  idolatroaa  admiration, 
and  a  causeless  censure  of  the  Judges.  They 
were  not  more,  and  he  would  not  nave  them 
thought  to  be  less,  than  men.  But  he  protest- 
ed, once  for  all,  ogunst  the  morbid  sensibility 
displayed  by  many  genUemen,  whenever  the 
powers  or  the  duttea  of  these  Judges  were 
drawn  into  disouauon.  Sir,  the  Jn^cial  power 
is  not  <^  a  owni^exicni  so  delicate,  nor  of  a  t«- 
tore  so  tender,  that  it  eannot  bear  the  breath 
of  dispassionate  scrutiny — at  least  such  was 
not  tM  character  of  that  portion  of  it  which 
watf  exerted  in  vacating  the  execution  laws  of 
Kentucky,  and  in  creating  a  code  of  its  own. 
It  was  hardy  enough,  in  that  instance,  to  defy 
and  override  the  puUio  sentiment  of  that  State 
— and  to  outrage  decency  and  consistency  in 
^e  manner  of  doing  it,  as  he  trusted  ho  had 
sufficiently  shown  in  that  part  of  his  argument, 
which  related  to  the  Execution  Code  enacted 
by  the  judges.  He  would  venture  to  predict, 
without  pretending  to  a  spirit  of  prophecy, 
that  whenever  the  most  vigilant  scmtlDy  of 
the  people's  representatives  wall  be  withdrawn 
from  that  department,  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple will  be  endanf^red.  Sir,  that  is  the  d^rt- 
ment  throof^  which  oppressioa  of  every  kind, 
and  from  every  quarter,  will  attempt  to  smug- 
gle itself  upon  the  people.  It  is  under  color, 
and  through  tlie  avennes  of  Justice,  in  every 
Government,  that  corporations  exert  their  aris- 
tocratic iniluences.  It  is  through  that  medium, 
.  masked  in  the  forms  of  rules  and  nsa^  of  law, 
that  oppression  of  every  kind  finds  its  way  to 
tiie  pt»plo.  The  power  of  wealth  and  of  all  the 
fiictitious  distinctions  which  arise  in  society,  is 
harmless  without  the  connivance  of  the  fudges. 
Sanctioned  by  them,  it  is  resistless — it  is  roin- 
ons.  liberty,  |f^.  Praident,  is  never  taken 
from  a  people  at  omoe,  in  tbdr  aggregate  ca- 
pacity, is  taken  now  from  one^  ud  then 
from  another,  under  pretence  of  law,  and  with 
the  sanction  of  its  forma,  until  the  only  liberty 
is  the  liberty  of  the  rich  to  oppress  the 
poor— the  strong,  the  weak ;  and  it  ceases  to 
be  ei^ioyed  by  the  citizens,  only  because  of  the 
resistless  sanctity  with  which  it  has  been  wrest- 
ed from  tiiem.  Sometimes,  indeed,  it  loses  its 
fragrance  by  the  frequency  of  its  violation,  and 
the  people  abandon  it  in  di^st,  or  submit  in 
despair.  But  in  no  free  Government  can  the 
people  be  oppressed  or  enslaved  without  the 
consent  of  the  judges, 

Ko  man,  as  yon  mqr  perceive,  dr,  said  Mr. 
B<,  rates  the  Judicial  charaoter  higher  than  I 
do.  But  it  is  only  Talnable  when  it  does  its 
duty,  and  then  it  is  inestimably  so.  He  wu, 
therefore,  for  requiring  the  judges  to  do  their 
duty,  their  whole  duty,  and  noUiing  but  their 
duty.  The  difiSarence  between  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  and  himself  oonsisted  in  the 
gapfioeHitm,  by  that  gentlemani  that  the  judges 
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would  alwi^B  do  thur  dnfy,  and  no  more ;  and 
by  him,  that  tlwy  mu^t,  and  would,  if  tb* 
restraining  vigilaooe  of  the  people  were  with- 
drawn, often  transcend  their  duty.  He  was 
wiUing  to  appeal  to  history,  ancient  or  mod- 
em, for  the  correctness  of  his  otnnioo.  He  tss 
persuaded  that  both  would  bear  testimoiiT  a 
his  favor.  But  why  appeal,  said  Hr.  to 
history  ?  "Why  go  to  Rome,  to  Greece,  to  Car- 
thage, or  to  &igiand,  in  quest  of  fiKtst  Esva 
we  not  &cts  aioogh  at  faom«— at  haaid— ^  a 
modem  and  dmnistic  character  t  Have  Bot 
the  Federal  Judges  bddly  and  uUnddngly  i 
enacted  a  code  ctf  £xecntioii  Laws  tot  the  Kes-  | 
tucky  Distriott  Has  not  that  Stalfe  again  sod  | 
ag«n  remonstrated  against  tbor  nsorpatim  ot  : 
the  Legislative  power?  It  was  alleged  by 
Cioero,  m  his  prosecution  of  Yores,  as  an  out-  ' 
rage  of  the  utmost  enormity,  that,  m  tus  char- 
acter of  Qusestor,  he  had  caused  the  ppoiab- 
ment  of  stripes  to  be  inflicted  upon  a  RtansD 
citizen,  for  an  alleged  crime:  ana^iat  too,  in 
the  most  degenerate  state  of  the'Koman  Re- 
public. And  sball  it  be  thought  a  l^t  mst- 
ter,  in  oar  Republic,  yet  in  its  youth  and 
that  two  Fedmd  Judges  passed  a  law  subjecting 
the  free  citiiens  of  the  State  ot  Kentucky  to 
imprisonment  for  debt,  eontxaiT  to  the  Ian 
of  that  State!  That  they  not  only  passed  a 
law,  making  indebtedness  a  crime,  out  actneSy 
inflicted,  by  their  decinon,  the  pontsbiDeot  w 
imprisonment,  by  virtue  of  their  own  lav,  npeu 
many  unfortunate  debtors  within  that  State.  j 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  to  inflict  stripe* 
upon  the  body  of  a  Roman  dtizeu  charpad 
with  a  crime,  could  draw  forth  from  that  im- 
mortal orator  and  patriot  such  a  burst  ^  indif  • 
nant  eloquence,  what  sensations  oi  indigBaan 
ought  to  be  felt  by  the  patriots  of  this  free  snd 
enlightened  country  against  the  judge  vbo. 
without  color  of  crime — unless  bereavemoBtt 
and  misfcHTtones  sutgect  their  victims  to  tint 
imputation — by  »  law  ct  Ua  own  cnactioa, 
and  by  bis  own  deeisimi  vfon  that  kw,  and 
tiie  agency  of  his  own  marehal,  has  tlmwii  into 
prison  all  the  debtors  of  faiseoatt!— vhohai 
ordained,  by  rule  of  court,  that  povtfty  sbaQ 
be  puni^ed  with  loss  of  libertr  f  Sir,  this  b 
a  point  upon  w^hich,  it  would  sem  to  me, 
there  ought  to  be  one  opinion  in  this  body  sod 
throughout  the  United  States.  If  yiMn  aec«d 
to  the  judges  the  power  ui  mmlnng  lam,  yen 
do  by  tliat  very  act  surrender  to  them  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  Govenimeot.  If  jtn 
permit  them  to  carry  into  effect,  by  their 
judgment,  the  laws  which  tbey  shall  have 
made,  you  transform  the  RiqpuUic  into  tt 
OliowYihy ;  and  if,  in  addition  to  the  power 
making  and  interpreting  the  lam,  you  pcnnit 
thein  to  execute  them,  yoa  aubatitote  dcspotitis 
for  republieaninnf  and  opprearion  and  aaniy 
for  freedom.  | 

But  I  fed  ahnost  ashamed  to  be  wging  biko 
this  body  argnments  of  any  land,  to  pron 
what  ought  to  be  tiUcen  for  granted.  Sir,  tint 
the  Le^slative^  the  Jodidaiy,  and  the  £x(«* 
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Hn  powen^  rtranld  be  kept  separate  and  dis- 
tinct, aad  should  be  ezeroised  hj  distinct  bodies 
of  Bu^istra^,  Is  an  elementary  tmth  acknowl- 
edged alL  It  is  recosnized  in  most  of  the 
Sute  Coostitntions,  and  declared  to  be  essen- 
tial to  the  freedom  of  the  people ;  and,  in  the 
CoQEtitation  of  the  United  Btates,  the/  are 
tqnrated  with  an  emphatic  caution.  And  yet 
the  aaaamption  of  tbis  power  hj  the  judges 
seems  to  excite  no  alarm.  So  for  from  excit- 
Of  tkrm,  it  is  approved  and  advocated  by 
Mme  of  the  most  distingaished  members  of  this 

ill.  Praddeott  there  is  a  ptntentona  IndifE^ 
nosdiqd^ed  by  the  Btates  in  relation  to  the 
TMttion  or  the  great  principles  upon  which 
thar  ri^ts  depend,  when  those  principles 
are  outraged  in  the  case  of  any  one  of  the 
States,  the  injured  State  complains,  bat  her 
oom^tunts  are  not  heard,  or  rather,  not  regard- 
ed, by  the  others ;  or,  if  heard,  they  are  re- 
faided  as  the  ebnihtions  of  a  feverish  im- 
patience, of  a  restless  and  insubordinate  tem- 
per, eotitled  rather  to  reprobation  than  sym- 
piuiy.  And  what  can  the  injured  State  do 
Don  than  complun  1  She  cannot  alone  repel 
(oaoacfament  upon  her  rights,  by  the  Greneral 
Gommnent.  "Die  atrengui  of  each  State  Is  in 
the  intited  eflforta  d  them  all,  or  at  least,  of  a 
nqfority  of  them.  And  how  can  that  mtiority 
be  enluted  in  the  oanse  of  the  iiyared  State  ? 
5ot  by  BD  i4>peal  to  her  violated  principles  of 
State  rights,  8or  by  any  portraiture  of  the 
wnaigs  which  h^ve  been  done  her — nor  by  any 
invocation  or  remonstrance  she  can  make :  for 
Kentucky  has  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the 
Congress  on  the  enbject  of  the  nsnrpation  of 
tlte  j^slatiTe  power  by  the  Federal  Jndges. 

Sir,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  it  is  with 
States  as  with  individuals— they  are  only  to 
be  avakraed  to  a  sense  of  their  wrongs,  by 
tbeir  sufferings.  It  is  owing  almost  exdusively 
to  this  cause  that  tyranny  prevails,  or  oppres- 
aon  e^sts,  or  ever  has  existed,  in  the  world. 
The  heavy  hand  of  tyranny  is  never  1^  upon 
BDsjori^  of  the  pe<me  at  the  aame  time.  If 
they  were  awakened  by  tiieir  iqjaries  to  a 
tense  of  their  rights,  they  would  aimihilate  the 
trut.  It  is  so  with  the  States — if  a  m^ority 
of  them  had  seen  the  Federal  Jndges  defy  their 
lavs,  and  dispose  of  the  property  and  the  lib- 
wty  of  their  citizens,  by  laws  arbitrarily  made 
bj  themselves,  they  would  have  felt  the  ont- 
nge  keenly,  and  redressed  it  instantly.  Bat  he 
^ared  tba^  until  the  judges  should  exert  their 
logislative  power  in  the  other  States  as  oppres- 
s^ely  as  they  bad  in  Kentncky,  they  would 
not  awaken  to  the  dangers  with  which  they 
vere  threatened.  They  would  not  awaken  to 
^  ooDsciousneaB  that,  In  their  connivance  at 
uie  vrongs  inflicted  upon  Eentncky,  they  vir- 
^7  nuToidered  their  own  rights,  to  the  ex- 
^t,  at  least,  of  the  violated  r^hta  at  which 
have  connived.   But  why  talk  of  rights  f 

"heh  yon  have  surrendered  to  the  judges  the 
power  of  kgidatiMi,  then  an  no  rig^ta  left. 
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Yon  may,  uid  no  doobt  will,  have  a  splendid, 
bat  yon  will  no  longer  have  a  free.  Govern- 
ment. You  may  have  fine  roads,  and  roagnifl- 
ceat  canals,  made  for  yon  out  of  yonr  own 
money,  uid  by  this  bright  illusion  your  atten- 
tion may  be  diverted  from  the  insidious  under- 
minings of  your  rights  and  your  liberty  by  the 
Judiciary  Department  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment But  unless  you  associate  with  a  quench- 
less love  of  liberty,  and  an  invincible  ardor  to 
maintain  it,  the  most  untiring  vigilance,  your 
roads  will  be  travelled,  and  your  canals  navi- 
gated, by  an  t^reesed  and  oidaved,  and  not 
by  a  free  pecmU.  Sir^  even  now,  while  the 
jndgei  are  l^atating  fivthe  Btatea,  the  General 
Government  has,  through  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  DnMrtmmt,  asserted  its  right  to 
regulate  the  labor  of  the  people  of  the  States. 
Sir,  the  master  regnlates  the  labor  of  his  slaves 
— a  free  people  regal  ale  their  own  labor. 

Mr.  President,  I  could  not  bnt  remark,  that  in 
the  discussion  of  this  matter,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachnsetts  ^r.  Wbbbteb)  instead  of 
arguing  the  question  relative  to  the  right  of 
the  jnuges  to  make  execution  laws — instead  of 
attempting  to  prove,  by  some  principle  in  the 
scienoe  of  politics,  heret<^wc  undeveloped,  that 
this  power  to  legidate  might  be  judioionsly 
and  safely  intwred  for,  and  confided  to  the 
Judges— has,  throof^ont,  taken  it  for  granted 
that  they  possess  the  power.  He  is  wiuiog,  to 
be  sure,  to  limit  it — to  restrun  it.  He  is  will- 
ing that  they  shall  not  legislate  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  lands  and  slaves  shall  be  sold, 
under  execution,  in  Kentucky.  But,  sir,  that 
will  not  satisfy  the  people  of  that  State — it 
ought  not  to  satisfy  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  people  of  Kentucky  iQsist  that 
either  Congress  ^all  famish  an  execQtion  code 
for  the  United  States  Courts  within  the  States, 
or  that  ezecotions  emanating  from  those  courts 
shall  be  carried  into  effect  aocordiag  to  the 
execution  laws  of  the  States  respectively. 
They  insist  that  the  Congress  and  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States  possess  the  only  law-making 
powOT  which  exists  among  us.  They  deny  that 
either  is  so  far  decayed  as  to  grow  and  sustain 
this  excrescent  power  asserted  for  the  judges. 
They  will  have  none  of  it,  and  they  invoke  yon 
to  save  them,  by  removing  it,  from  the  nn- 
pleasant  necessity  of  resisting  it.  There  is  a 
point  beyond  which  any  thing  would  be  better 
than  forbearance,  Kentucky  has  been  made 
to  drink  deep  of  the  cap  of  hnmiliation — her 
whole  remedial  system  nas  been,  at  one  time 
or  other,  violated  by  those  judges.  First,  the 
power  of  legislating  over  uie  soil  within  her 
territory  was  denied  to  her  in  the  vacation  of 
her  occupying  Clumant  Laws.   Next,  her  re- 

{ilerai  and  viduation  laws  were  vacated.  And 
ast,  though  not  least,  her  citizens  were  im- 
prisoned by  them,  under  color  of  rules  made 
by  themselvea,  and  in  contravention  of  the 
laws  of  the  States.  Her  patience  and  furbeor- 
once  has  not  been  exceeded  by  even  those 
enormities  xipoa  her  rights.  Her  oonfidenoe  in 
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the  General  Government  has  been  the  canse  of 
ber  patience.  She  has  looked  to  that  Govern- 
ment for  the  redress  of  these  ontrages.  The 
fbte  of  this  bill  will  determine  whether  her 
confidence  has  been  well  founded  or  not 
The  motion  to  recpndder  was  i^reed  to. 


UoKDAT,  FebmaiT  8B< 
Tht  late  General  Brovm, 

Mr.  Harbibon,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Af^kn  of  the  Senate,  siud :  I  rise, 
Ur.  President}  to  perform  a  most  painftal  duty 
— ^^at  til  aanoonong  the  death  of  Mi^or  Gen- 
eral Jacob  Brown,  the  distl^nished  command- 
ing general  of  onr  army.  He  died  jresterday, 
In  this  city,  at  half-past  twelve  oVIock.  I  am  ; 
aware,  Mr.  President,  that,  in  theperfonnanee  of 
a  duty  of  this  kind,  somedung  like  an  enloginm 
npon  the  character  and  acnona  of  the  hero 
whose  loss  we  deplore,  might  be  expected.  At 
all  times  unequal  to  such  a  task,  I  am  porticD- 
larly  unfitted  for  it  at  this  moment.  Besidea, 
wliat  could  I  say  of  General  Brown,  that  is  not 
already  known  f  His  best  euloginm  would  t>e 
found  in  a  recital  of  his  brilliant  achievements, 
and  with  these  every  Senator  present  is  fami- 
liar. We  all  reoolleot,  sir,  with  what  thrilling 
anxiety  onr  attention  waa  turned  towards  the 
NiagoTft  finotier,  in  the  late  war,  whoi  it  was 
announced  that  an  officer  of  acknowledged 
bravery  indeed,  bnt  withottt  military  education, 
and  with  limited  military  experience,  hod  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  our  army.  We  must  also 
recollect  with  what  Joy  and  gratitude  to  Heav- 
en, we  heard  of  his  first  brillwit  exploit,  rapid- 
ly followed  by  a  second,  and  with  what  perfect 
confidence  we  then  relied,  that  the  final  result 
would  be  snch  as  it  was — eminently  glorions 
to  himself,  his  army,  and  his  country.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  H.,  I  will  turn  from  this  scene  to  one 
of  a  different  character,  but  not  less  interesUng, 
and  emiiiently  oalonlated  to  show  the  ruling 
paadon  of  hia  aonl,  at  a  moment  when  there 
can  be  no  deception,  no  ofieotation  of  that 
which  it  not  real.  It  was  the  good  fortone  of 
General  Brown  to  be  aorronnded  on  his  death 
bed  by  a  large  family.  A  wife,  who  waa  en- 
titled to  all  his  trademess ;  and  children  who 
justly  merited  his  affection.  In  such  a  scene, 
on  Budi  an  occasion,  it  may  well  be  supposed 
that  his  mind  would  be  tnmed  with  intense 
anxiety  upon  the  futnre  fote  of  objects  so  jastly 
dear  to  him ;  and  such  was  the  fact.  Helcnew 
that  the  head  which  had  directed  them,  would 
soon  be  cold ;  the  hand  from  which  alone  they 
received  their  daily  support,  would,  in  a  few 
short  houra,  be  lifoleaa,  and  no  longer  able  to 
supply  it.  But,  after  having  committed  these 
beloved  oUeeta  of  his  affection  to  that  Almighty 
Power  which  had  hitherto  protected  Uiem,  bis 
thoughts  incessantly  turned  to  his  country — 
to  that  country  which  he  had  so  faithfully 
and  successfully  served,  for  which  he  had  bled, 
and  for  whioli,  as  he  believed,  he  had  given 
his  Ufe.  He        with  n^tarea  of  her  ha{^- 
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ness,  of  her  exalted  rank  among  the  nitioucf 

the  earth,  and  her  glorions  destinies;  kbA  al- 
most his  last  sigh  was  breathed  for  her  cod* 
tinned  prosperity.  Such,  sir,  sud  Ur.  tu 
the  man,  in  life  and  in  death,  for  vhoee  mem-  | 
ory  I  ask  the  tribute  of  reject  oootaiaed  ia 
the  resolntiona  widch  I  now  anlMnit! 

"  Reaolwd,  That  the  Senate  hare  lesrned,  wiA 
deep  regret,  the  death  of  Major  Geoenl  Juob 
Brawn,  the  Ute  Comnumding'Gencnl  of  tbe  Amr, 
and  the  diatinRuIahed  leader  in  the  glorioQS  bUlki 
of  Chippewa,  KiagHn,  and  Erie,  in  the  kte  w. 

^JReietved^  That  asa  mari^  of  respect  lellieda- 
ceased  General,  the  membeia  of  the  Senate  will  wnr 
the  aocnfltomed  badge  of  mooming  on  tlie  left  urn 
for  one  month. 

"  Saolvtd,  That,  if  the  HoaM  of  R^vesentatirei 
concur,  the  Senate  will,  in  conjunctioa  with  the 
House  of  Representatives,  attend  the  fuenl  of 
Mnjor  General  Brown,  on  Wedneadar  next,  it 
twelve  o'clock." 

Mr.  SuiTB,  of  Maryland,  (mposed  the  fir^ 
part  of  the  resolution.  He  tboogbt  it  Toofd 
establish  a  bad  precedent,  to  go  into  monnuDf 
for  any  individual  other  than  a  member. 

Mr.  Chandleb  expressed  bis  high  opinirai  of 
the  great  merit  and  services  of  General  Brovn. 
He  thoi^t,  however,  tiiat  when  a  niliiiiT 
man  ^e^  it  waa  an  appropriato  eeremoovto 
bury  him  with  the  honors  of  war.  Eethon^ 
with  the  gentleman  fnm  Ifazyland,  Oat  it  v« 
a  new  thing  for  the  Senate  to  go  into  moiini- 
ing  on  the  occasion.  He  b%lieved  txii  i 
method  of  expressing  regret  foramilitaij'iBia 
waa  not  ootmtenanced  by  the  legifiaiive 
of  any  country.  He  should,  tbcrefiM*.  be 
forced  to  oppose  that  part  of  the  reairfndoe. 

Mr.  NoBLB  said,  that  if  he  voted  acainst  I 
resolution,  he  wished  the  reason  tobeimd«- 
stood.   He  was  averse  to  the  precedent  vhim 
would  be  established  by  resolving  te 
monminff  for  a  military  man.  The  etx  d 
G«ieral  Wadiiagton  was  no  parallel  witlitlw  | 
present.  He  was  the  savionr  irf  his  eonBtiy— 
tie  bad  been  at  the  head  of  ita  Exccetive-ud 
lived  in  peace,  as  in  war,  the  first,  most  viits-  | 
ous  man  of  the  age.   At  bis  death  the  vbok  , 
country  waa  plnnged  in  mouming;  and  k 
consistent  that  ^e  Legislative  bodies  sbocld  : 
wear  the  badge.   He  was  averse  to  votiEj 
against  this  resolntion,  because  he  regreOM 
the  death  of  Gen.  Brown,  and  8™p«liii« 
with  the  feelings  of  his  fomily.  He 
that  the  portion  of  the  resolntion  whidi  »• 
Clares  that  the  Senate  will  go  into  moonii* 
might  bo  withdrawn  ;  as  he  tboo^t  a  h«WP 
of  this  kind  to  a  military  man,  waald  www*  ; 
us  too  much  to  a  dec^otte  Goverament  »  ' 
every  other  case,  the  members    each  ws"*" 
profeeraon  bestowed  these  hoaMrs  on  tb^  «- 
ceased  omnpaniona.  The  membcn  o^.""'  ^ 
wore  mourning  for  one  of  tbrir  fiatenutv  \  ^ 
Legislative  bo£e8  did  the  same.  TbeuinT.M 
believed,  went  on  the  same  prinriplc; 
there  it  oaght  to  stop.   He  did  not  to^w 
enoonmge  any  practice  which  ahoald  Ukata* 
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ahape  of  idolatry-,  for  servicea,  bowoTW  gi^. 
fie  was  sorry  that  he  felt  constr^ned  to  make 
theso  remarka.  He  honored  General  Brown  in 
eveiy  station ;  fae  lamented  hii  death ;  and  in 
every  oMudatent  manner  he  was  readr  to  testi* 
^  fate  reapaet  fto-  his  ehaneter,  and  nla  mem- 
ory. Kothing  vaa  fiurther  from  hiin.  liiaa  to 
treat  viUi  diHceq;>eot  the  fteUngi  of  the  fomUj- 
ofthe  deoeaaed,  vith  whtmt  he  dnoerdy  87m- 
pBthized. 

Ur.  Bill  moved  to  strike  out  so  mndi  <rf  the 
resolation,  as  related  to  the  Senate  wearing 
noaming. 

Mr.  Habbuon  acceded  to  aach  a  modifioa- 
tion,  and  the  resolntiona  having  been  so  amei^- 
ed,  were  agreed  to. 

A.  joint  resolution  of  the  other  Hoas&  for 
the  ^Hwintment  of  a  committee  of  three  from 
each  Hoose,  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
funeral  of  the  late  Qaneral  Bro  vn,  vaa  reotived 
and  coDCarred  in. 


Fbtoat,  VAraxej  29. 

Agreeably-  to  notice,  Ur.  Habbuov  had  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Brown, 
widow  of  the  lata  Ifi^.  Oen.  Brown ;  which 
was  read  twice,  by  nnanimons  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiurs. 

C(ffiee  of  M(^or  GeneraL 

The  resolatlon  rabmitted  yesterday  by  Kr. 
CHAVDLsa,  to  abolish  the  offiiw  itf  H^or  Gen- 
eral in  the  army  of  the  United  Statei^  was  om- 
aidered. 

Xr.  OuirDus  s^  tiiat  ha  ftilly  believed 
the  office  of  m^or  general  was  not  necessary 
in  the  present  state  of  oar  army.  This  was 
no  new  opinion,  bat  had  long  been  entertained 
by  him.  In  the  year  1821,  a  bill  was  brought 
into  the  other  Hoase  to  fix  the  military  peace 
establishment ;  and  a  rote  of  the  Hoose  was 
taken  on  the  qnesUon  of  retuning  one  briga- 
dier general^  and  decided  in  favor  of  it  by  a 
brge  nugority.  Bnt  the  iHends  of  General 
Brown  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  and 
had  Bofficient  infioenoe  to  socoeed,  and  there^ 
by  «i8ore  his  retention  in  the  servioe.  Mr. 
C.  ssid  he  was  not  eadlj  indooed  to  seocmd 
the  views  of  the  firiei^  t£  General  Brown ; 
bnt  be  did  eventnally  vote  for  the  amendment 
providing  for  one  major  general  and  two  briga- 
dier gen»abL  He  had  after  regretted  the  vote 
he  then  gave,  and  had  determined,  on  the  first 
occasion  that  might  offer,  by  the  vacancy  of 
the  office,  to  move  to  abolish  the  office  of 
tniuor  general,  convinced,  as  he  was,  that  a 
feeing  of  gratitade  to  General  Brown,  and  not 
the  sober  jodgment  of  Congress,  had  retained 
him  in  the  office.  One  brigadier  general  was, 
he  thooght,  sofficient  for  the  present  condition 
of  the  wants  of  onr  army.  There  wonld  be 
two  briudier  generals  left,  after  the  abdltion 
of  the  «Boe  of  major  eeneral,  and  they  would 
be  aUe  to  do  all  the  dutiee  whkh  could  be  re- 


c^uired  or  needed  from  a  major  general  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace.  The  measure  would 
also  be  a  saving  to  the  country  of  a  consider' 
able  annmd  snm. 

Mr.  Habbuov  observed  that,  until  thfa 
morning,  be  had  not  bem  aware  of  the  tenor 
of  the  rMolotion  offered  yesterday  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine.  He  had  snpposed  that  it 
was  in  the  general  form  of  resolntions  for  an 
inquiry.  On  the  cwtrary,  he  found  it  to  be 
an  imperative  direction  for  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  m^Jor  general.  The  ordinary  coarse 
was,  to  refer  all  sach  matters  to  a  committee, 
which  would  investigate  the  practicability  and 
expediency  of  carrying  into  effect  the  measure 
proposed,  and  make  a  detailed  report  to  the 
oenate  of  all  the  ciroumstmices  relating  to  the 
sul^eot,  and  probable  effects  of  its  adoption. 
In  ita  present  aspect,  the  resolutiui  met  with 
fab  deolded  disanprobation.  It  was  w^  known 
that,  besides  tne  m^Jor  general,  for  whose 
death  so  muoh  regret  was  now  tw^  tiiere  were 
three  nu^or  generals  by  brevet.  If  the  object 
of  the  resolution  went  no  farther  than  to  renise 
to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  the  death  of  Gren- 
eral  Brown,  it  wonld,  in  fact,  not  make  the 
change  anticipated  by  the  gentleman  ttom 
Maine.  Each  officer  would  take  his  rank,  pay, 
and  emolaments,  as  pointed  out  by  the  present 
regulations.  If  economy  was,  therefore,  the 
object,  tiie  resolution  would  not  compass  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  offered. 

Mr.  Chandlbb  raid  that  his  object  was  to 
abolish  the  offioe  altwetfaer.  He  would,  how- 
ever, BO  farther,  anff  endeavor,  by  some  ad- 
ditifHuu  provisions,  to  avtnd  the  efibcta  predict* 
ed  by  the  Senator  fttim  Ohio. 

Mr.  SwTH,  of  Haryluid,  said  he  understood 
the  ot^eot  of  the  resolution  to  be  to  aboli^ 
whatever  related  to  the  office  of  m^or  general. 
He  dissented  from  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as 
to  the  operation  of  the  nfeasure.  Every  officer, 
in  case  it  should  go  into  effect,  would  remain 
in  the  present  rank,  until  promoted  by  the  dae 
course,  which  was  the  nomination  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  consent  of 
the  Senate.  "Withoat  this  process,  the  vacancy 
mode  by  the  death  of  General  Brown  woold 
remiun  withoat  an  incombent  Hor  did  the 
death  of  this  officer  make  a  regular  routine  of 
promotions  a  mattw  <rf  eoorse.  The  President 
might  nominate  some  citizen  to  fill  the  office,  aa 
in  the  case  of  General  Brown,  and  of  General 
Jackson,  who  were  taken  from  the  people. 
Tlie  President  was  not  bound  to  promote  the 
brigadier  generals.  He  ^  not  thmk  the  rank 
of  miyor  general  necessary,  and  he  knew  well 
the  reason  for  retaining  in  the  service  the 
brigadier  generals  after  the  war.  They  had 
done  great  service  during  the  war,  and  the 
country  felt  too  mnch  gratitude  for  those  ser- 
vices to  allow  them  to  be  turned  off.  It  was 
not  that  they  were  needed  to  command  our 
little  armv  of  6,000  men,  Tliere  seemed  to 
him  no  difficulty  in  the  qnestion.  The  offioo 
Taa  not  reqidred  by  the  ensOng  state  ftf  thfngi; 
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end  ho  should,  therefore,  Tote  for  the  resola- 
tioB  of  the  gentleman  from  Hune. 

Mr.  HATm  otMerred,  that  it  was  the  usage 
to  appoint  a  committee  coDsistiog  of  men  moat 
oonTersant  with  military  affairs,  to  whom  all 
questions  on  the  subject  were  referred,  as  it 
seemed,  as  a  matter  of  coarse.  ,The  gentlemen 
from  Mmne  and  Ohio,  who  now  differed  so 
widely  on  the  subject,  were  members,  and  it 
was  certwnly  expedient  to  refer  the  resolution 
to  their  inTestigation.  The  proportion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  was,  he  wprehended, 
a  departure  tnm  the  rules  en  the  Beuate ;  uid 
he  tiiought  would  produce  much  embairasB- 
ment,  if  persisted  in.  There  were  many  oon- 
^ertttiona  which  would  most  appropriately 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and 
whioti  oug^t  to  be  examined  before  the  Senate 
passed  upon  the  resolution.  They  must  in- 
quire what  the  effect  of  the  abolitum  of  the 
office  of  major  general  would  be  upon  the 
brevet  generals,  and  upon  the  army,  and  its 
discipline.  Upon  these,  and  many  other  ques- 
tions which  naturally  presented  themselves, 
which  coold  not  be  settled  in  a  partial  or 
hnrried  investigation,  he  wished  the  committee 
might  deliberate  «ad  report.  He  found  an 
additional  reason  for  wishing  the  reference 
from  the  diversity  of  opinion  that  had  been 
ahown  by  the  two  gentlemen  of  the  miUtory 
committee,  ^ley  are  totoUy  at  variance  In 
their  opinions  of  the  operation  of  the  measure, 
and  others,  who  are  not  so  well  versed  in  mili- 
tary affairs,  may  well,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, ask  for  information.  Let  us,  therefore, 
send  the  resolntion  to  the  military  committee, 
that  these  gentlemen  may  meet  each  other,  in- 
vestigate tlie  whole  snbject,  compare  their 
views,  and  report  whether  it  is  expedient  to 
abolish  brevet  rank  altogether,  or  whether  the 
country  will  be  served  by  abolishing  the  office 
of  miyor  general.  When  this  is  done,  the 
Senate  will  be  prepared  to  act  understandingly 
on  the  subject  With  these  views,  he  was  in 
fiiTor  of  r^rring  the  resolution  to  tlta  military 
committee. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  thought  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  mistaken.  He  be- 
lieved the  mle  was  to  settle  the  principle  of 
any  question  first  in  the  Senate,  and  then  to 
send  it  to  a  committee  to  settle  the  details.  He 
olloded  to  some  instances  of  this  in  former 
legislation.  As  to  the  prcgect  itself^  it  mot 
with  his  approbation.  He  believed,  if  a  nation 
went  to  WOT,  it  was  bad  to  have  too  many  high 
officers.  They  were  not  generally  the  men 
who  did  the  most  for  the  glory  oi  the  army. 
By  whom,  said  Mr.  M.,  were  your  great  ex- 
ploits performed  dnring  the  last  war  1 — I  dont 
mean  to  say  any  thing  against  llie  old  men — 
they  were  performed  by  men  In  the  vigor  of 
life,  and  full  of  aml^tion.  And  if  yon  have 
another  war,  it  will  be  so  again.  There  was 
always  about  an  ^^al  share  of  military  talent 
in  every  army.  Times  of  peace  did  not  call 
oat  Uiflt  kind  of  talent,  Viien  war  came,  the 


kind  of  character  yoa  want  will  come  Aot,  nor 
was  it  neoessary  to  be  seeking  it  out  wbtn  it 
was  not  wanted.  In  time  of  need,  miUlny 
genius  will  always  show  itself  without  its  beinp 
necessary  to  search  after  it  He  was  in  fiivor 
of  abolishing  the  office  of  major  general,  and 
tJiought  it  not  necessary  that  it  ahottld  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Hatnb  rose  to  more  an  anmdment  <tf 
the  resolution ,  but 

Mr.  BxsmsN  moved  a  substitute  to  the  reso- 
lution, making  its  object  matter  of  the  inqtdiy 
of  the  military  committee,  to  rep<Ht  vptm^  it  bj 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  C,  hoped  the  amndmnt 
would  not  prevail,  because  the  disetuaoD  ti 
the  question  coold  as  well  take  place  now  ss 
hereafter.  The  solneet  had,  in  former  times, 
been  thorooghly  debated.  After  the  war,  tbe 
subject  of  a  peace  establishment  engaged  the 
attention  of  Congress.  Tbe  nmnber  of  nxn  to 
be  retained  was  fixed  by  different  pcisnu 
variously,  from  10,000  to  20,000 ;  the  fonoer 
number  was  fixed  uimu.  Afterwards,  in  1621, 
the  matter  was  again  discussed,  a  farther  re- 
duction proposed,  and  tbe  army  was  brcnglit 
down  to  6,000,  and  certmn  officers  were  to  i» 
off  the  list  It  was  then  argued  that  the  offi- 
cers could  not  be  dispensed  with ;  that  their 
numbers  could  not  be  reduced  without  destntr- 
ing  the  army,  by  lessening  the  discipline  wliiclt 
they  asnsted  to  keep  np.  Next  year,  howeTcr, 
Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  Message,  stated  that  tbe 
affairs  of  the  army  went  on  well,  and  tbst  its 
present  oi^pmization  was  as  it  shoold  be  It 
was  well  known  that  the  office  of  major  guenl 
would  not  have  been  retmned  but  for  tbe  ntrit 
of  the  incumbent  He  had  fought  several  bat- 
tles; di^layed  great  skill  and  coowe;  sod 
waa  unwilling  to  leave  the  service.  To  retsin 
him,  therefore,  and  as  a  reward  fbrhisserTim, 
he  was  made  mqjor  general.  General  JorkMO, 
who  was  willing  to  retire,  waa  appointed  Got* 
emor  of  Florii&L  That  the  o6Sce  was  wSm, 
he  never  had  adonbt  In  the  days  of  JdfeKM 
there  was  bat  aw  iHisadier  general  retained 
npon  the  peace  eatabli&noit  Nor  was  ibere 
'any  greater  necesrit;  Uir  a  nu^or  general  dot 
than  then.  The  army  was  at  present  biBeted 
abont  in  parties  of  twenty  men  m  a  place— tl>« 
whde  consisting  of  but  6,000 — yet  with  aQ 
the  discii^ine,  and  out  of  tbb  small  nomber. 
by  the  documents,  it  appeared  that  from  IJK'O 
to  2,000  deserted  every  year.  He  recoDt-rted 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  Gta- 
eral  Brown  as  m^jor  general,  it  was  tr^ 
that  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  cmnoisndiiif 
officers  at  the  seat  of  Goremment  that  tli«7 
might  des^Mitch  the  orders  from  the  Dq«t- 
meat,  and  be  directly  in  contact  with  the  Gov- 
eniment  But  he  knew  not  one  advantsft 
that  had  arisen  out  of  it  Toor  amj,  ml 
Mr.  S.,  is  overstocked,  and  there  are  no*.^ 
this  mere  shadow  of  an  army,  officers  enosp 
for  one  of  60,000  men.  All  the  &ct8  rert 
now  befiore  the  Senate.  Eraj  SMnber  w 
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more  or  less  aojnwnted  with  them.  Be, 
therefore,  thonght  it  better  to  let  the  geotleiBea 
of  the  committee  express  their  views  here. 
Or,  if  they  are  taken  off  their  guard  hj  mj 
sadden  aigoment,  let  them  ask  for  delaj.  He 
Toold  favor  such  a  request.  He  wished  to 
hear  the  views  of  geotlcmea  coDversant  with 
the  Kil^ecC^  ud  hoped  ibiej  vonld  ezpreH 
them  bdure  the  Senate. 

Ur.  BaxTmr  was  of  (pinion  that  ttie  decision 
of  the  Senate,  on  thU  resolntion,  would  not  be 
Hasted  the  investigation  of  a  committee. 
He  believMl  its  discussion  in  the  Senate  would 
be  equallj  productive  of  a  satisfactory  result 
Kot  thinking,  however,  that  the  suliject  could 
be  decided  in  a  moment,  he  thought  the  reao- 
btion  of  the  gentleman  from^MiUne  had  better 
be  laid  over  until  another  day.  With  this  view 
be  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  until  Monday ; 
bat  observed  that  he  would  withdraw  Uie 
motion,  if  aaj  gendeman  desired  to  ezpnaa 

Hr.  Taxmwwll  raaariced,  that  he  cUd  not  tm- 
dantud  the  reason  for  wuhiDg  for  a  preoipi- 
ute  decision.  The  gentleman  nom  Maine  aid 
not  oppose  Uie  motion  of  ^e  gentleman  from 
MifHonri  to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the  table  until 
all  the  members  should  have  become  informed 
upon  the  subject.    But  it  is  said  that  it  is 
proper  to  refer  the  sabject  to  a  committee, 
Ihia  is  a  statement  to  which  a  doubt  may  he 
darted.  Id  different  bodies  the  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding are  different    Had  this  resolntion 
btKii  iatrodnced  in  such  a  body  as  the  House  of 
Kopresentatives,  it  would  have  been  committed 
-to  what  f— To  the  Committee  of  the  IVhole, 
because,  as  it  effects  the  whole  country,  every 
member  ought  to  have  an  oi^xntnnit^  to  hear 
the  arguments  pro  and  eon,  and  to  offsr  his 
(pinion  upon  it   Bat  in  this  body,  said  Mr.  T., 
His  the  some  tiling  to  submit  a  saljecttothe 
whole  Seoate,  as  in  the  House  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.   Tbb  was  the  reason 
vbj  he  thought  the  resolution  dioald  be  lud 
on  the  table  until  every  member  was  satisfied 
vith  the  opinion  he  should  have  formed  upon 
it.  There  were  subjects  of  great  importance, 
Tbich  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  because  they  depend  npon  facts 
Bot  accessible  to  all  the  memoers,  and  which 
could  be  more  easily  obtained  by  a  Standing 
Ooomuttee,  or  of  wldch  the  members  might  be 
u  poiaesaioD.  But  was  this  nioh  a  suttJeetf 
^  qoestioiu  he  wonld  ask  were :  Does  this 
u%et  interest  tiie  whde  ooantry  t—and  Is  it 
nccosarv  that  it  should  go  to  a  committee  to 
•WMii  the  fects?    Now  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I 
tbi&k  we  can  get  as  ranch  information  in  the 
83  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
ASain  Be^des,  the  opinion  yon  get  fVom  the 
^nunittee  is  but  the  opinion  of  a  m^ority  of 
Its  members.   You  do  not  hear  the  opinions  of 
the  minority,  while,  if  it  was  discussed  in  the 
Moate,  yoo  get  the  opinions  of  all.  Therefore, 
thb  being  a  subject  which  interests  the  whole 
umon,  and  which,  intheothOTHoaB&  would  be 


referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  as  the 
sul^ect  under  consideration  can  as  well  bo  un- 
derstood without  a  reference  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee as  witli,  he  was  in  &vor  oi  lajixig  it  oo' 
the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  on  tiie  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Bubikn,  and  deified  in  the 
offiimatiTe. 


Monday,  March  8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bnmnr,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  considorttiiHi  of  the  following 
resf^Dtion,  sniunitted  by  him  on  the  96th  nlL : 

**RmalMdy  That  the  Committee  on  Flaanoe  be 
instmcted  to  loquite  whether  any  error  has  occnrred 
in  the  coDBtructloo  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  *  Afi  act  io  provide  far  tkenJemptiomof  th$ 

rilie  ddt,*  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1817, 
reference  to  the  amount  of  sarpliu  revenne  to  be 
retained  tn  the  Treasury;  and  If  so,  to  repwt  an 
amendment  for  restoring  the  seotien  to  its  true  ln> 
teat  tnd  meaning. 

"Also,  That  the  same  eomndttee  be  iastmeted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  and  amend- 
ing the  same  section  Of  do  error  be  found  in  the 
coDstrucUoo  thereof)  as  to  reduce  the  amount  <4 
Burplos  revenue  required  by  (bat  section  to  remsin 
in  the  Treasury,  from  two  nlUions  of  d(4hus,  to  one 
million  or  less. 

"  Also,  That  the  same  committee  be  Instmcted 
to  inquire  Into  the  expedtency  of  so  altering  and 
amending  the  fifth  aecUon  of  the  sane  act,  as  to 
iOTcst  the  Commisdoners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  with 
a  tiMeretionars,  Instead  of  a  limiud  authority,  in 
making  porcbsKS  of  the  public  debt,  at  Ut  market 
prUe,  whenever,  in  their  Judgment,  aueh  purchases 
can  be  nade  ben^elally  fbr  the  InSaresU  of  the 
United  BUtes,  and  when  the  state  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  and  existing  engagements  wOl  permit  them  ta 
do  so. 

*'  Also,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed 
to  makeareport  to tbe  Senate,  showing  within  what 
time  the  present  debt  of  tbe  United  States  may 
probably  be  paid  off;  and  upon  what  articles,  and 
to  what  amount,  tbe  present  dudes  may  that  be  re- 
duced or  abolished,  condttently  wUh  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  whole  Uidtm." 

Mr.  Bbstok  said  that  the  first  branch  of  the 
resolntion  went  upon  the  snpponti<m  that 
there  was  an  error  in  tbe  construction  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1817,  ond  that  he  might 
avoid  ul  oooa^on  fbr  misapprehenuon,  here  or 
dsewhere,  he  would  say  at  once,  that  this 
ernff,  if  it  existed  at  all,  was  of  older  date 
than  the  ezistenoe  of  the  present  Administrar 
tion ;  and,  of  course,  that  the  inquirr  tliat  he 
proposed  to  institute,  whatever  might  be  its 
resnlt  was  not  intended  to  have  any  bearing 
on  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  now  at  the  head 
of  affairs.  He  believed,  himself,  that  the  error 
existed,  tiiat  it  was  iiyurious  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  that  it  wos  the  duty  of  the  legislative 
department  of  the  Government  to  correct  it. 
The  fourth  section  of  that  act  directed,  that, 
whenever,  **m  oi^  Vah*"  there  ohoold  be^ 
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'*at  (A«  rtM  ^  Conffreat,**  a  snrploa  in  Uie 
TreasQry  of  more  than  two  mUliona  of  daUara, 
above  the  a^propriatioa  for  the  service  of 
**  we4  iwar,"  that  all  the  exoeia  aboTe  that  Bom 
ibonld  M  fbiliiwith  pdd  to  the  Gommiasionera 
of  the  Sinkiiig  Fond,  to  be  liy^  them  Immedi- 
atel^  applied  to  the  pnrehaae  or  ndemptaon  of 
the  pablio  debt  The  words  of  this  section, 
aaid  Mr.  B.,  are  as  dear  and  positire  as  words 
oan  be,  in  limiting  the  amonnt  to  be  left  in  the 
Treasury,  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  over  and 
above  the  appropriations  for  the  year ;  but  the 
oonstraction  which  has  been  pat  upon  them,  as 
we  see  from  the  annual  Treasury  Beports, 
makes  these  two  miUions  to  be  exolorive  of  the 
nnapplied  balance  of  the  previons  year's  ap- 
propriations. These  nnappned  balances  nsually 
amount,  at  Oie  end  of  eacn  year,  to  upwards  of 
tjuee  ^millions  of  ddlara,  and  are  oaiially  re- 
dneed,  in  the  opnrse  (tf  the  first  anarter  m  the 
QDsdng  year,  to  leas  than  two  millionB;  so  that 
a  reserratioa  of  two-  milliona,  at  the  rise  of 
Ooi^pess,  is  amply  sufficient  to  meet  than. 
The  difference  of  ^e  two  oonstnictions  is,  that, 
\ij  my  construction,  there  must  be  a  surplus  of 
two  millions  in  the  Treasury  before  any  thing 
6an  go  to  the  Sinking  Fond ;  by  the  Treasury 
eonstmction,  there  must  be  a  surplus  of  about 
four  millions  first.*  Thisconstractton  is  clearly 
at  war  with  the  words  of  the  statute,  and  still 
more  with  its  plain  intent  and  obvious  mean- 
ing. Its  intent  was  to  hasten  the  extinction  of 
the  public  debt,  and  for  that  purpose  to  pre- 
rvA  a  jungle  Idle  dollar  from  lying  ia  the 
Tk«asarr;  but  this  ccmatractioa  leaves  two  mil- 
lions idle  in  the  Treasury,  or  rather  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  8tate^  idle  to  us,  though 
it  naj  be  productive  to  that  iutitaliMi,  while 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  paying  its 
interest,  equal  to  $120,000  per  annmn,  to  the 
public  creditors. 

Ur.  B.  entered  considerably  into  detail,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  nature  and  amount 
ctf  uiese  unexpended  balances.  He  s^d  they 
existed  in  all  Governments,  and  must  necessa- 
rily exist  to  a  greater  or  less  amount,  according 
to  the  nujiniitude  of  their  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures. To  illustrate  this,  he  would  suppose 
that  the  present  year  was  the  first  of  the  exist- 
ence of  this  Goverament,  and  that  the  appro- 
priation for  its  aervioe  was  ten  millionB  of  dol- 
larsk  Now,  it  wonid  follow,  ct  necessity,  that 
the  whole  amount  of  this  ten  millions  could 
not  be  paid  out  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
JMstance  alone  would  prevent  some  demands 
from  getting  in ;  'casualties  and  accidents  would 
prevent  the  regular  arrival  of  others ;  defeo- 


*  Thb  rcMrra  ftind  hu  dnoe  been  nlsed  to  itz  milUona, 
ontf  toBdlDg  to  kMp  np  an  nnaeecBsiiT  unonnt  of  nrttatv. 
Tha  flict  Is,  rxparlance  ibowa  then  b  no  sectM^tr  iter-  M7 
rwerredftind  ov«r  tad  above  tbe  approprtadona,  beeaoae,  aa 
Mm  linitwj  aiiiiiiaMiaaaiiij  i<niiiil  iiii  llie  itatniif  Iba  (liiaii 
ft  hrg*  pnparttoB  «f  Um  qtpropriattoii^  aometliiM 
HMtmtiaf  U  thftlbata  or  llMfiltb  pw^ ranaliMd  um* 
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tive  vouchers,  or  press  of  business  m  tlie  of- 
fices, would  prevent  some  from  being  a^atted, 
for  weeks,  or  monthi,  after  they  came  ui ;  ta 
some  instanoea  the  eenrioe  could  not  be  rcB< 
deredf  the  woric  oouM  not  be  dmu^  the  cob- 
tract  oonld  not  be  performed,  for  vU6b  tbe 
money  was  to  be  paid,  nntil  after  tbe  hftt  of 
the  year ;  and  in  many  cases,  tlw  mowit 
propriated,  would  be  more  than  cnon|^  and 
would  leave  a  balance  that  woidd  not  be  called 
for  at  all.  Frcnn  all  these  eanse^  it  would  cer- 
tunly  happen,  that  a  oondderable  portion  of 
the  ten  millions  voted  for  the  servioe  of  tlte 
year,  would  remain  unexpended  at  its  end;  sod 
ao  OD,  year  after  year,  as  long  as  tbe  Govcn- 
ment  existed.  The  history  of  our  own  Gov- 
ernment shows  that  these  balances  anKnnt  to 
:  Inwards  of  three  millions  of  dollars ;  and  thej 
are  alwaja  oomiderably  reduced  in  the  6rA 
oorter  «  tbe  ensaing  year,  eo  that  two  nul- 
U<ms  at  tbe  rise  of  any  seation  of  Congress,  b 
an  ample  allowanoe  to  meet  tbem.  It  wis 
upon  tiie  knowledge  of  these  foeta,  tiiat  Mr. 
liownde^  the  able  and  accomplished  author  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1817,  fixed  npoa  two 
millions  for  that  purpoae;  Imt  even  this  I  hold 
to  be  an  nnneceasary  provision ;  for  tlie  annW 
appn^riation  of  another  ten  millions  before 
the  nse  of  Congress,  for  the  new  year's  cer- 
viccl  would  leave  another  unexpended  btlioc*  1 
of  th  ree  millions  to  meet  tliot  of  the  prec«di&;  I 
year ;  and  so  on,  as  long  as  the  OoTemmcot 
lasted ;  at  the  end  of  which,  and  not  before, 
would  the  two  millioiu  be  wanted  to  paj  off 
Um  outatanding  d^ma.  j 

Mr.  B.  aaid,  that  the  maaner  of  atati^  the 
pnUio  aoconata  at  Ibe  British  l^euoir,  dNwed 
the  nature  and  amount  ui  theee  bali^wes  mon 
plwnly  than  they  are  seen  in  our  annual  Trsi* 
nry  Reports.  The  ikiclish  used  three  colmDB^ 
we  but  twOk  In  the  British  aeeooutt  the  fini 
ccdomn  showed  the  olijedt  of  tbe  appropristioo; 
the  second  showed  the  amount  apprtpriatti ; 
the  third,  the  amount  paid  out.  In  oors,  w« 
only  see  the  oiijeet  of  the  appropriation,  uai 
the  amount  paid  out.  The  difference  ia,  that 
in  the  British  account,  you  see  tbe  babooes  ia 
detail,  upon  each  separate  item ;  in  outs,  yoe 
only  see  it  in  groaa,  and  that  aonaewlKre  vst, 
in  the  body  <^  the  report. 

With  reflect  to  these  balances,  Vr.  K  aii 
they  amounted  to  a  large  sum,  conftituthif:  a 
standing  deposit  ha  the  bank  which  had  tbt 
keeping  of  the  public  money,  and  ocrtainfy 

f ielded  a  handsome  profit  to  that  instiiatina. 
n  Fn^and,  while  the  principal  disboran;  vf- 
ficers  were  their  own  treasurers,  the  profit  ce 
the  keeping  of  these  balances,  was  a  perqnitite 
of  the  office,  and  quickly  made  the  fiMtaoeof 
the  incumbent.  Toe  elder  Ur.  Pitt,  wbeo  be 
was  Paymaster  of  the  forcea,  about  the  jtu 
1740,  was  tbe  first  who  reftised  to  appcopritfs 
tiie  profits  of  these  balanoee  to  Ms  own  eontt- 
meat,  and  acconoted  for  tb^  to  tbe  Goven-  . 
roent  Tbe  avwue  balance  in  tbe  Pymertw^  ' 
bandi^  waa  tbeo  about  lOO^OOO  poandi  MoiiiRfr 
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waA  interest  about  foar  per  eent ;  so  that  Mr, 
Pitt  gare  up  aboot  4^000  pounds  per  annnm, 
w\aek  any  banker  would  nave  giren  hUn  for 
the  deposit  and  ose  of  his  balances.  In  later 
times,  when  the  financial  concerns  of  the  Gov- 
ernment were  so  much  increased  as  to  swell 
this  balance  to  a  million  steriiog,  Mr.  Burlce, 
lieiiig  Paymaster  of  the  fnroea,  followed  the 
•zsmple  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  accounted  to  the  Got- 
cnunent  for  the  tlurty  tbooaand  iMwndB  pw 
niram,  which  it  oomoianded  from  the  bankers. 
At  prwaat,  the  Bank  of  En^^and  keeps  the 
GoTenuDQot  monej,  and  the  aggr^ate  balances 
stoonnted  some  years,  to  eleven  mUliona,  equal 
to  donble  the  amoant  of  our  whole  revenue. 
Whether  the  bank  paid  interest  on  so  large  an 
itnoant,  he  knew  not,  but  he  did  know  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  pud  nothing  for  the 
tte  of  the  public  money  in  its  hands ;  be  be- 
Ueved  there  was  often  five  or  six  miUiona  on 
hand,  fnnn  the  collection  of  the  public  reve- 
Qse ;  and  he  aalnnitted  it  to  the  Senate  to  say, 
vbsther  it  waa  right  or  excusable,  to  augment 
that  great  and  pvtuitons  deport,  to  the  amoant 
of  two  miUioDS  more,  by  aequiesoing  in  an 
emneons  eonstraction  of  cme  of  our  own 
ilatotes! 

Ur.  E  proceeded  to  Ibe  seeond  braodi  of  the 

lescdatioD,  which  proposed  to  reduce,  or  to  re- 
peal tiDtirely,  the  reservation  of  two  millions 
df  io\]m,  if  the  constmeticm  he  contended  for 
was  not  adopted.    If  his  oonstmction  was 
adopted,  and  the  Act  of  1617  amended  acoord- 
in^y,  then  the  reservation  might  remun  to  pay 
10  much  of  the  ontstaoding  claims  of  the  pre- 
TioQs  year,  as  remained  nnpaid  at  the  end  of 
each  sesnon  of  Congress.   But,  if  that  oon- 
itmcUon  should  not  be  adopted,  and  the  Treas- 
wj  practice  diould  continue,  oif  reserving  this 
tvo  millions,  in  addition  to  the  imexpended 
UiDoe  on  hand,  then  the  question  would  pre- 
KDt  iML  how  flu-  it  was  proper  or  Jostifiable 
to  leave  uiia  two  millions  as  a  pwrnaneDt  and 
gntoUoos  d^Kwit  in  the  Federal  Bank  I  He 
coneeived  it  would  be  neither  proper  nor  jnsti- 
fiaUe  to  make  such  an  un|ffofitable  disposition 
of  BO  large  a  sum  of  the  public  money.  There 
was  no  necessity  for  1^  nor  any  possible  way 
of  odng  it  for  the  pnbho  good.   The  common 
tiotioii,  that  this  reservation  was  a  contingent 
|>roviHoa  for  unforeseen  demands,  was  un- 
loiuided  and  Cnllacioas.   Ko  snch  demand  had 
trcr  ocenrred  since  the  foundation  c€  our  Gov- 
cniment,  and  none  such  could  be  paid,  if  they 
W  occur:  for  not  a  cent  of  this  money  could 
be  Hied,  until  Congress  should  meet,  and  pass 
aaappropriatka  law  to  draw  it  from  the  Treas- 
uy-  No  audi  resemtiim  exiated  before  1817, 
au  no  part  trf  it  had  been  nsed  since ;  and 
Miese  taoa  should  be  sufficient  to  show  the  cor- 
i^ctneas  of  the  construction  for  which  I  oon- 
teuL  But,  if  that  construction  is  not  adopted, 
">e  mam  facts  will  show  the  propriety  of 
^^peAliog  the  reservation  in  toto.    The  repeal 
Toold  kt  two  nriUiotts  man  go  annually  to  the 
wUng  land  tbniwoiild  oSlMrwiae  go  to  it, 


and  would  save  $120,000  of  annoal  interest,  • 
sum  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  claim  the  attain 
tion  of  all  the  friends  of  economy. 

The  third  branch  of  the  resolution  propoaea 
to  enlarge  the  authority  given  to  the  Commis- 
rionera  by  the  6tfa  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Act,  so  as  to  vest  them  with  a  discretionaiy, 
instead  of  a  limited  anthority,  in  making  par- 
chases  at  the  public  debt  at  its  market  price. 
As  the  section  now  atancUL  the  authority  now 
nvut  by  it  ia  nugatory.  The  Umitationa  defistt 
its  intenticHL  The  Comndsdoners  are  reatrie^ 
ed  from  purohasing  the  three  per  cent  stooka 
until  they  fall  to  nxty*five  dollara  for  a  buiK 
dred,  and  the  six  per  cents  untQ  they  are  at 
par ;  and  the  four  and  a  half  and  five  per  centa 
they  cannot  purchase  at  all,  because  they  have 
been  created  since  the  pasMge  of  the  act^  and 
are  not  included  in  it  The  three  per  cents  are 
now  at  86,  and  will  not  &11  lower  except  upon 
the  proq>eot  of  being  pud,  (fbr  the  v^ue  oi- 
stocks  is  now  in  proportion  to  their  duration ;) 
the  ux  per  cents  will  never  be  at  par ;  and  the 
four  ana  a  half  and  five  per  cents  are,  some  ot 
them,  irredeemable  for  seven  or  eight  years  to 
oome.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  certain  that  the 
meana  <tt  the  Tteasuiy  will  be  oompetent  to 
the  extinetiMi  of  several  millions  of  debt  mor* 
than  is  redeemable,  and,  unless  the  Onnmi^ 
aoners  (tf  the  Sinldng  Fund  have  sntbcai^  to 
porchase  at  the  ma»et  prioe^  this  large  aocn- 
mnlation  of  money  must  either  lie  in  the  Fed- 
eral Bank,  as  a  gratuitous  deposit,  or  be  lav- 
ished upon  objects  which  might  not  be  thought 
of  except  for  this  tempting  pile  oi  money. 
The  question,  then,  for  Congress  now  to  de- 
cide, IB,  whether  this  aecumnlation  of  money 
shall  go  to  the  bank  for  nothing,  or  be  lavished 
upon  unknown  and  unknowable  objects,  or  be 
applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt  in 
the  only  pra<^icable  mode,  that  oS  pnndiasing 
it  up  benve  it  is  redeemaUe,  at  uie  markeb 
price.  My  own  opinion  is  deddedly  in  &v(» 
of  this  last  alternative.  I  believe  that  our 
Oommisdonen  may  be  safely  trusted  with  this 
authority.  The  British  Commissioners  have 
exercised  the  same  anthority  since  the  first 
establishment  of  their  Sinking  Fimd  in  181S : 
they  have  purchased  twenty  times  the  amount 
of  our  present  debt,  and  have  never  been  ac- 
cused of  abasing  their  trust.  Oar  Commis- 
sioners mast  he  equally  worthy  of  public  confi- 
dence. They  consist,  and  must  consist,  of  men 
who  cannot  be  presumed  to  lack  discernment 
to  see,  or  integnty  to  prtfer  the  l>est  bargain 
for  their  coontry.  They  are  gentlemen  who 
fill,  and  must  fiu,  the  highest  offices  of  the 
country— the  Vice  Freddent,  the  COuef  Jua- 
tioe,  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  Treasury,  and 
the  Attomcy-GeneraL  An  oljection  to  con- 
ferring this  authority  on  aach  a  body  of  men, 
cannot  be  an  olgeotion  to  them,  bat  an  objeo- 
tion  to  the  object  of  the  anthority ;  that  is  to 
say,  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  itseUl  That 
tiiere  are  persons  who  will  make  that  ohiee-. 
tioii,  ii.b^ond  iiiwitinn    I  ^eak,  not  oC  SeiK 
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Aton  nor  of  individnalB,  In  or  oat  of  tliis 
Obamber,  but  of  numerous  and  powerful  class- 
es of  the  oommnnily,  whose  sentiments  are 
known  to  me.  There  are  each  classes,  and  I 
wiU  speciiy  them:  1.  The  holders  of  the  debt 
sre  agtunst  its  pi^moit,  because  they  wish  to 
live  at  their  ease  upon  the  interert,  and  have 
fbe  whcde  oonntry  bound  and  mortgaged  to 
tiiem  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  the  prind- 

Sal.  S.  Hie  inhabitants  of  the  places  in  which 
le  dtibt  ia  owned  are  against  it  because  it  baa 
drawn  a  hundred  and  fifty  roilliras  of  dollars 
Into  Uieir  neighborhoods,  and.  la  still  drawing 
on  at  the  rate  of  three  millions  per  annum.  8. 
Some  disinterested  people  are  against  it,  be- 
cause they  are  afraid  that  foreigners  will  carry 
off  the  twenty  miUiona  owned  by  them,  and 
make  a  dearth  of  money  at  home ;  as  i(  the 
place  of  this  twenty  would  not  be  supplied  by 
the  forty  millions  paid  to  domestic  creditors, 
and  which  would  uien  oxne  into  drcolation ; 
and  as  if  the  forugnars  had  not  already  three 
times  oarried  away  the  amonnt  oi  their  eniital 
Ja  inttfest,  and  would  agidn  cany  off  its 
amount,  in  the  same  way,  in  every  suocessive 
period  of  mxteen  years,  until  the  capital  was 
ptudi  4.  Another  class  is  opposed  to  it  be- 
cause they  look  upon  a  public  aebt  as  auxiliary 
to  the  strength  and  duration  of  the  Goveni- 
ment,  by  interesting  the  moneyed  interest,  and 
binding  them  to  its  support.  Th^  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, is  a  very  ancient  doctrine,  but  not  with- 
ont  its  advocates  in  modem  times.  It  ia  the 
invention  of  a  crafty  Greek,  who  bad  to  make 
Dp  in  ft'aud  what  he  lacked  in  force ;  I  speak 
<n  Eumenes,  who  was  Secretary  to  Alexander 
the  Great.  This  man  of  the  pen,  upon  the 
death  of  his  master,  put  in,  among  tbo  Gene- 
nia,  fyf  a  kingdom  ont  of  the  wreoks  of  his 
«in[^:  and  having  no  army  to  sustdn  his 
pretensiona,  he  had  recourse  to  fraud  to  raise 
one  and  bind  it  to  bim.  For  this  purpose  he 
borrowed  all  the  money  he  could  from  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  then  told  them  that  their 
chance  for  payment  depended  upon  their  sup- 
porting him  in  possession  of  Cappadoda  and 
Paphlf^nia,  provinces  which  he  had  marked 
out  for  bis  future  kingdom.  Of  conrse  these 
officers  and  soldiers  did  not  want  to  lose  their 
m<mey ;  and,  like  provident  men,  fell  in  wiUt 
the  only  course  which  could  save  it.  They 
feog^t  for  Eumenes;  they  made  him  king, 
they  made  his  children  kings  after  him;  and, 
in  retorn,  llie  king  and  his  children  made  the 
people  <»  the  kinffdom  perpetual  tributaries  to 
these  money-lenders,  in  the  payment  of  inter- 
est on  the  smn  borrowed.  And  this,  Ur,  Pres- 
ident, is  tiie  orinn  of  the  notion  which  has 
been  so  oompen£ously  expressed  in  our  own 
country,  in  that  famous  declaration,  <Aa£  a 
ptihlie  debt  was  a  puilie  hletainff.  In  later 
times,  and  In  our  parent  country,  we  have  seen 
the  poIi<7  of  the  crafty  Greek  revived  and 
acted  upon  by  a  craftr  Dutchman,  William, 
Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  need  <tf  both  fhnd 
and  fince  to  "ffntaln  himaslf  on  tli0  throms 


from  which  he  had  chased  his  fatber-in-Iair. 
He  also  bound  the  moneyed  interest  to  his  sop- 
port  by  borrowing  tbeir  cash,  and  tiius  laid  tu 
foundation  for  tliat  frightful  national  debt, 
which  now  overhangs  and  overwhelms  tbg 
British  empire.  Such  an  example  as  this 
diould  explode  the  notion  that  a  niblic  debt 
was  a  public  Uesring.  The  doetrue,  at  best, 
is  only  applicable  to  monarchies,  fmaded  ta 
force  or  fraud,  and  where  one  part  irf  the  nV 
Jects  have  to  be  bribed  to  keep  the  rest  id  nb- 
jection ;  and  even  then  the  debt  moat  be  hift, 
difftased  over  the  oountry,  and  held  in  maaj 
hands;  while  our  Government  is  Repul^eaB, 
founded  on  the  afTectiona  of  the  people,  um 
our  debt  is  small ;  one-third  of  it  owned 
foreigners,  the  rest  centered  in  a  comer  of  th* 
Union,  and  held  by  &  few.  6.  The  last  dsn  «f 
objectors  which  I  diall  mention,  cotssU  of 
those  who  think  our  debt  a  trifle,  which  can  be 
paid  at  any  time,  and  who  are  for  lettnig  it 
alone  at  present,  and  ^plying  oar  moa^to 
otiier  ol^eeU.  ThU,  Ur.  Piesident,  is  the  out 
dangerona  class  of  olfjectora ;  tor  th^  are  na- 
merous,  honest,  perfectly  weU  intentioned,  and 
mean  no  barm  tnemselves^  but  do  the  grntest 
possible  mischief^  by  becoming  the  allies  of  the 
money-lenders,  and  of  the  sticklers  for  the 
blessedness  of  a  public  debt.  It  is  to  thb  dss 
of  politicians  that  Great  Britain  is  indebted  for 
her  present  tremendous  debt.  That  debt  is  the 
growth  of  a  single  century — a  short  period  ia 
the  life  of  a  nation — and  took  its  gigantic  start 
in  the  very  doctrine  which  I  am  now  combu- 
ing.  At  the  commencement  of  the  last  ceo- 
tury,  tliis  debt  was  but  sixteen  millions  sad  a 
half  sterling  (about  seventy  millioas  ot  doDsn) 
— very  nea^  the  amount  of  our  dcte  at  pies* 
ent,  and  as  littie  prospect  of  its  growing  to 
what  it  now  is.  One  class  of  poUtidana  wen 
then  anxious  to  pay  it  off ;  another  omsideRd 
it  OS  a  trifle,  which  could  be  paid  at  any  time, 
and  insisted  upon  applying  the  public  mmeyto 
other  objects.  This  dassprevailed ;  and  vhat 
was  the  consequence?  Why,  dr,  the  season 
of  peace,  in  which  alone  a  public  debt  can  be 
paid,  passed  away:  wara  came  on;  and  one 
year  of  war  creates  more  debt  than  many  yean 
of  peace  can  discharge.  The  war  fw*  tbe  te- 
ounty  of'  the  Protestant  BQCoeamxi  came  co, 
and  nUsed  the  dxteen  millions  to  fif^^mr  Bul- 
lions :  tiiat  for  the  Dutch  barrier  foUowcd,  sad 
raised  it  to  aeventy-eiglit  miUkms;  then  the 
seventy  yaan^  war,  wnidi  carried  It  to  ens 
hundred  and  fbrty  millions ;  then  the  war  with 
us,  which  pat  it  up  to  two  hundred  and  thirty 
millions;  and,  finally,  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolution,  wliich  advanced  it  to  nine  hundred 
millions,  equal  to  four  thousand  miDiou  of 
dollars,  at  which  it  now  stands,  mocking  sB 
idea  of  paymeuL  and  crushing  the  pet^e  un- 
der a  frightful  load  of  taxes,  to  meet  the  ac- 
nual  interest  Such  a  result  diould  be  a  vsra- 
ing  to  us.  It  should  admonish  us  to  taAvw 
the  policy  which  has  proved  eo  fatal  in  e«r 
parent  ooontrr.  It  ihonld  cnticn  as  to 
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our  debt  while  we  can,  and  not  to  run  the  risk 
of  meriting  from  onr  posterity  of  a  hnndred 
jesTB  hence,'  the  bitter  reproaches  which  the 
En^iah  are  the  present  day  lavishing  upon 
tbeir  ancestors  of  the  reigns  of  Queen  Anne 
and  George  the  First 

The  fourth  and  last  branch  of  the  resolation 
requires  the  Finance  Oommittea  to  report  on 
the  probable  time  witi^  which  the  presoit 
debt  of  the  United  Slates  maj  be  paid ;  and 
npau  what  articles,  and  to  what  amotin^  the 
dottes  now  payable,  may  then  be  reduced  or 
abiriished.  This  is  an  inquiry,  Mr.  Preudent, 
of  the  deepest  concern  to  the  people ;  and  the 
report  of  the  committee,  if  ordered  to  make 
one,  will  be  looked  for  with  the  greatest  impa- 
tience and  solicitade.  In  my  own  opinion,  oar 
debt  may  be  paid  off  in  five  years,  and  duties 
abolished  to  the  amount  of  eleven  or  twelve 
miUioos.  The  debt  is  now,  nominally,  six^- 
seveo  millions — ^in  reality,  about  fifty-eight: 
for  sevea  millions  is  in  the  United  States  Bank 
stock,  which  is  worth  more  than  par,  and 
briI^;sadiTidendeqDaltoitsinter«t;  andtfair- 
teen  millions  la  in  the  three  per  cent  stock, 
which  is  fifleen  per  cent  below  par,  and  may 
be  bought  for  about  eleven  millions.  A  Sink- 
ing Fund  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  would 
extinguish  the  actual  debt,  in  five  years,  (let- 
ting all  the  public  works  go  on  as  usual,)  and 
it  would  require  but  little  lud  from  our  legisla- 
tion to  make  that  fund  amount  to  thirteen  or 
fiinrteen  millions.  It  is  ten  millions  now,  and 
is  increasing  from  the  improving  state  of  the 
commerce  The  restoration  of  the  4th  sec- 
tion of  the  Act  of  1817  to  its  true  and  obvious 
meaning,  would  increase  it  to  two  millions 
more ;  and  a  more  rapid  sale  of  the  public 
lioda,  according  to  the  plan  which  I  have  had 
the  boDor  to  pn^MMe,  w<mld  fiirther  increase 
it,  to  the  amount  of  another  million  or  np- 
wirds.  Thna,  in  five  years,  the  debt  may  be 
ertingnished,  and  the  great  qnesHons  placed 
before  Congress,  whether  the  present  revenue 
ihsll  be  kept  up  ?  And  if  bo,  for  what  objects  f 
Or  reduced?  And  if  so,  upon  what  articles 
the  redaction  shall  tall,  and  to  what  amount  f 
These  wnll  be  great  questitms,  worthy  to  en- 
gage the  deliberations  of  the  whole  Union;  and 
the  discaasion  of  them  may  develop  a  new  line 
in  the  division  of  political  parties.  Some  may 
be  for  keeping  up  the  whole  revenue,  and  mak- 
ing the  Federal  Government  strong  and  splen- 
did; others  mi^  be  fbr  a  reduction  of  the  taxes, 
and  for  limiting  the  revenue  to  the  Just  and 
necessary  support  of  a  phun  Bcpnblioan  Gov- 
ernment. I  snail  myself  be  found  in  the  ranks 
of  this  latter  party ;  and  to  enable  it  to  oct 
best  for  the  public  good,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  public  mind  bo  consulted  before  it  acts. 
The  abolition  of  duties  will  be  a  delicate  and 
responsible  task — it  will  be  the  counterpart  of 
an  imposition  of  duties — and  should  be  exe- 
cnted  in  strict  subordination  to  the  will  of  the 
pe(^le.  For  one,  I  ^ould  wi^  my  eonstitu- 
wts  to  know  mjr  sentiments,  and,  in  retnn,  I 


[Saium 

should  like  to  know  theirs.  If  we  disagree,  I 
promise  them  one  of  two  things — either  to  exe- 
cute their  will,  or  to  retire  from  my  station. 
Here,  then,  is  my  creed :  I  am  for  abolishing 
duties  tn  toto,  as  soon  as  tite  pnblic  debt  a 
paid  ofi*,  upon  all  articles  of  pnme  necessity, 
or  ordinaiT  comfort,  which  are  not  made  at 
home  at  al^  w  not  made  in  snffident  qnanti^ 
to  merit  national  protection;  and  I  am  fw 
continuing  them  on  articles  of  taste  and  lux- 
ury, and  upon  snob  rival  productions  of  formgn 
countries,  as  our  security  in  time  of  war,  and 
our  general  independence  as  a  nation,  requires 
to  be  made  at  home.  This  is  what  I  have  add 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  now  repeat,  because 
X  have  been  misrepresented,  ana  my  words 
mutilated  and  garbled  for  party  purposes.  I 
will  be  more  expticit,  and  specify  some  of  the 
articles  which  I  wonld  select  for  exemption 
from  duty.  I  will  name  coffee,  of  which  we 
have  imported  for^  millions  of  pounds  wdght 
in  the  year:  teas^  of  whuih  the  imports  have 
been  ten  mulions  of  iKmnds;  q>iceB,  impwted 
to  the  amoont  of  rix  millions  of  pounds ;  ooooa 
and  ohoctdate,  fbnr  millions ;  Unens  to  the 
value  of  three  milUons  of  ddlars.  Upon  these 
articles,  and  others  of  the  same  class,  which 
might  be  named,  the  duties  might  be  abolished, 
I  apprehend,  with  advantage  to  manu&oturers, 
as  well  as  farmers  and  merchants :  for  they  are 
necessaries  of  life  which  enter  into  use  in  the 
living  of  every  fiunily,  and  lowering  their 
price,  would  be  lowering  the  price  of  labor, 
which  the  monnf^tory  demands.  Salt,  sugar, 
blankets,  and  flannel,  present  another  class  of 
necessaries  and  ooniforta,  npon  which  some 
diversity  of  opinion  might  arise.  They  are 
necesBules  of  ufiB,  and  partially  made  at  home, 
but  not  in  snffiaait  quantity  to  answer  the 
pubUc  demand.  Large  importatioiu  of  them 
are  made  f^om  abroad,  and  heavy  dnties  are 
paid  npon  them.  Of  sidt,  we  import  fbur  mil- 
lions of  bushels,  the  dnty  twenty  cents  to  thd 
Government,  and  ten  cents  profit  on  it  to  the 
merchant;  of  sugar,  eighty  millions  of  pounds, 
the  duty  three  and  four  cents  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  one  more  to  the  merchant ;  of 
blankets  and  fionnels,  we  import  to  the  value 
of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  paying  above 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  near  twit  hnndred  thousand  more  to 
the  merchant  Upon  these  items  there  may  be 
diversity  of  opinion,  and  the  will  of  the  people 
should  be  known.  Let  no  one  siqr  It  is  too 
soon  for  the  pec^  to  begin  to  think  npcm  this 
subject  I  detest  that  saying,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings and  applications.  It  is  never  too  soon  for 
the  people  to  think,  but  often  too  late  I  It  ia 
not  too  soon  for  them  to  begin  to  think  now 
about  the  abf^ition  of  duties.  Their  Represent- 
atives will  have  to  act  one  way  or  the  other, 
in  four  or  five  years;  and  would,  donbtiess, 
wish  to  be  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  their 
constituents.  The  report  of  the  committee, 
which  I  propose  to  obtain,  will  give  them  that 
adTaofisge.    It  will  set  the  public  mind  to 
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work,  and  irill  enaUe  the  pet^e  to  manifest 
ihtiix  widies  in  time  to  guide  and  enll^ten  the 
dedd<m  of  thdr  Beinresentatives. 

Hr.  SiuTHj  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  md  not  on  any  occasion, 
shrink  from  its  dnty,  and  they  womd  take  np 
the  sntyect  as  speedily  as  possible.  He  would 
make  but  one  remark  upon  the  statements  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missonri,  in  relation  to  the 
two  millions  of  dollars  reserved  In  the  Treas- 
nry.  There  were  several  contingencies  to 
vhich  this  sum  was  liable.  One  was  the  prac- 
tice of  Congress  frequently  to  make  appropri- 
aUona  at  large  sums  of  money,  not  cucolated 
on  by  the  S^retary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  esti- 
mates ;  and  then  this  sum  oame  in  and  fiilfilled 
tiie  dedgns  oi  Congress.  Last  ^ear,  this  ap- 

Clon  of  tlM  two  miUirais  was  made  to  a 
amonnt.  Congrest  made  snch  fiberal  de- 
mands upon  it,  that  Dttt  fbnr  hundred  thonsand 
dollars  remuned  in  the  Treasury  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  year. 

Ur.  Johnston,  of  Looidana,  rose  In  reply  to 
ICr.  BsNTON.  He  sud  he  shonld  not  oppose 
the  reference  of  the  resolution,  which  was  the 
usual  course ;  but  he  could  not  permit  them  to 
pass  to  the  committee,  after  the  elaborate  argn- 
ment  by  which  they  bad  been  recommended, 
without  expressing  his  entire  dissent  to  the 
opinions  and  views  d  the  gentleman  from  His- 
aonri. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  error  in  the  act 
of  the  8d  of  Uardi,  1617,  eiUier  in  principle, 
or  ib  the  construction  trf  it  I  thiiUc  the  act 
pl^  that  there  is  no  misconception  of  its 
meaning,  and  that  it  is  fonnded  in  jost  views  of 
onr  financial  affairs.  This  act  was  intended  to 
upropriate  ten  millions  of  dollars  annually  to 
the  redemption  of  the  pablio  debt,  after  the 
year  1817,  and  wa^  consequently,  a  standing 
appropriation  after  the  curreut  expenses  of  the 
year,  if  the  Treasury  was  adequate  to  pay  it. 
This  part  of  the  Taw  gives  rise  to  no  difficulty, 
as  the  reservation  does  not  apply  to  this  sec- 
tion. But  an  additional  section  of  the  act  is 
in  these  words:  "That,  after  the  year  1817, 
whenever  thwe  shall  be,  at  any  time  after  an 
ft^tonrmnent  <tf  Congress  In  any  year,  a  snrplas 
<tf  money  in  the  TreuuT,  above  the  sums  ap- 
propriated for  the  service  of  sneh  year,  the 
payment  of  which  to  the  Commisuoners  of  the 
ranking  Fund  will  yet  leave  in  the  Treasury,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  s  balance  eqnal  to  two 
millions  oS  dollars,  then  such  surplus  shall  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  tito 
SInkiDg  Fnnd,  to  be  pud  at  such  times  as  the 
rituadon  of  the  Treasury  will  best  permit,  and 
ahaU  be  applied  by  the  CommissioDers  thereof  to 
the  purchase  or  redemption  of  the  publio  debt." 

By  this  section,  two  millions  are  directed  to 
be  left  untouched  in  the  Treasnry,  and  all  the 
surplus,  after  such  reservation,  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  public  debt.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
aonri  sapposea  that  this  reservation  is  ^tber  a 
miaocmception  of  the  act,  or  is  fonnded  in  eiro- 
neooa  j^indple^  it  being,  aa  he.  sappoaeai  im- 
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necessary  to  reserve,  even  by  estimatioD,  iny 
money  in  the  Tnaearj,  and,  oonsequently,  tbtt 
all  the  estimated  moniGeB  fat  the  year  nuy  bs 
safely  appropriated  by  antic3pati«i.  The  act 
seems  too  pladn  to  be  misconceived,  and  hii 
received  a  uniform  construction  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fnnd.  It  most  be  a 
surplus  of  money  in  the  Treasniy,  over  tod 
above  the  appropriation  for  the  service  of  tbe 
year,  and  the  ten  millions,  and  the  two  re- 
served millions.  The  balance  is  surplus,  sod 
is,  by  the  act,  appropriated  to  the  public  debt 

"After  the  aqjoumment  of  Congress,''  tbe 
estimate  ii  made  for  the  year.  The  net  bsl- 
ance  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  dose  of  tbe  year, 
(excluding  what  was  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice  of  the  last  year,  and  all  Amda  not 
able,)  is  added  to  the  estimated  leveone  of  tba 
year.  A  sum  equal  to  the  appnxuiations  made 
by  Congresa  fbr  the  service  of  the  year  is  set 
apart — ten  millions  are  directed  to  be  ajqilicd 
dnring  the  year  to  the  principal  and  intereist  of 
the  public  debt.  If  any  balance  remuns  in  tbe 
Treasury,  according  to  the  estimate  ol  the  rev- 
enue, two  millions  is  allowed  to  cover  all  defi* 
ciencies  and  variations  of  the  revenue,' and  tbs 
Eiuplus  Is  applied  to  the  public  debt. 

The  reason  why  two  miUions  was  directed 
by  the  act  to  be  reserved,  was,  that  the  cilca- 
lation  of  the  amount  on  which  they  are  to 
operate,  is  fonnded  on  an  estimate  of  wbst 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  during  year,  Mt 
what  is  actually  there.  It  was  known  tliit 
our  revenue  was  liable  to  flnctuatioos  of  two 
or  three  millions  a  year,  from  causes  tbat 
could  not  be  anticipated  even  one  year  in  ad- 
vance. Our  importations  are  subject  to  nria- 
tioDs,  and  the  revenue  arising  therefrom  to  cor- 
responding irregularities,  lliere  are,  bendes, 
inequalities  in  the  different  quarters  of  tbe 
year,  that  materially  affect  the  receipts  of  tbe 
year;  and  we  have  experienced  the  sametbing 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  m>  as  to 
baffle  all  calculation  of  the  actual  result  of  tbe 
revenue  for  the  year.  It  was  a  knowledge  <rf 
tills  uncertainty,  m  all  finandal  estimate^  tbtt 
induced  the  reservation  of  the  two  nullioD&,  to 
guard  against  a  probable  contingency  of  tf^J- 
mg  more  to  the  pnUio  debt  than  nu^  be 
found  in  the  Treasoiy.  The  wisdom  wd  tbe 
foresight  of  this  provision  has  been  exempiifitd 
by  the  experience  of  tbe  last  ten  yean;  hi 
1817,  tbe  estimated  receipts  from  customs  wen 
twenty-four  millions ;  the  actual  receipts  ex- 
ceeded Uiat  sum  b^  two  millions,  and  tbii  is 
probably  a  solitary  instance.  In  1818,  the  esti- 
mated receipts  were  twenty  millions ;  tbe 
actual  were  three  millions  less.  In  1819,  e^- 
mated  twenty-one  millions;  and  the  reveDiM 
fell  short  near  a  million.  In  1820,  the  estiual* 
of  nineteen  millions  was  found  by  the  result  l» 
be  four  millioDB  too  much.  In  1821,  the  Sec»- 
tary  of  tho  Tleasnry  estimated  fborteen  vot- 
Uona;  hot  tbe  Committee  ui  Ways  and  Jttm 
with  the  aame  data,  estimated  Ifi  milliMis.  » 
prodooed  hot  18  mOIioiu.    These  diffoewM 
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arise  vith  tho  Meet  men,  viih  all  tb«  ioform*- 

&R1  neoeasaiT'  to  a  correot  jndtn»ent  Th«7 
can  bat  approximate  the  true  resolt.  There 
•re  Eome  facts  and  eome  priDcipIes  which  are 
nsefhl  in  forming  these  estimates ;  bnt,  with  all 
their  aid,  it  la  bat  coiyectnral.  There  are  no 
knoTO  laws  that  govern  them.  Experience 
has  shown,  perbapa,  that  two  mJllions  u  a  aafe 
allowance  for  the  flnctnations  of  commerce, 
and  the  Tarioos  exigencies  that  may  arise  dur- 
the  year.  In  the  last  twelve  yean,  the  re- 
eupts  have  varied  tnm  near  thirty-four  to 
thirteen  duIImxh.  Bnt  from  thli  Mriea  we  are 
ibte  to  fbrm  a  more  aceorate  eadmate  of  tibe 
fteneral  average  of  the  revenae.  Hie  receipta 
for  twelre  years  may  be  said  to  aTenige  twen- 
tf-ooe  miUiiHu — tor  the  hist  five  years  twentj- 
tvo  millions ;  and  this  is  a  safflAwt  haiAa  for 
all  fiaaoeial  oUcnlation.  It  will  probably  vary 
fram  twenty  to  twenty-foar  millions.  We  may 
aUow,  in  round  numbers,  ten  millions  for  the 
ordinary,  expenses  of  Goremment,  established 
^>y  law ;  ten  millions  for  the  pnblio  debt ;  and 
the  extraordinary  ^prc^riatioos  average  from 
one  to  three  miUions.  So  that,  upon  no  ordi- 
nary calctUatioD,  can  more  than  ten  millions  he 
i^I^ied,  nor  can  we  antidpate  there  will  be  a 
nrpliu. 

Agua:  We  know  that,  daring  that  period, 
&e  receipta  of  the  Government  have  not 
allowed  the  regular  application  of  ten  millions, 
and  have  not  been  foand  eqnal  to  this  standing 
demand  on  the  Treasary.  We  have  paid, 
daring  that  period,  $184,606,206,  of  which 
118,786,748  was  provided  for  by  loan ;  leaving 
the  an)oant  actaally  paid  $116,719,463 ;  where- 
as, the  application  of  ten  millions  for  twelve 
years  would  have  extlngnished  one  hnndred 
tod  tventy  millions.  There  is,  therefore,  due 
to  the  SinkioR  Fund,  more  than  four  millions. 
This  shows,  however,  how  nearly  it  has  met 
the  expectationa  of  the  conntry,  and  is  an  evi- 
dence of  the  ability  of  the  distingoished  man 
who  framed  the  bill  Bnt  it  shows,  at  the 
■ame  time,  that  there  has  been  no  snrplas. 

It  seems  to  my  mind  the  gendeman  labors 
lutder  some  erroneoos  impresuon  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  seema  to  think  that  something  has 
oeea  lost,  by  mismanagement  of  the  ninda, 
either  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  or  the  mis- 
construction of  it,  and  supposes,  by  chuigrng 
the  act,  he  will  save  the  interest  of  two  mil- 
lioos  a  year.  Sir,  sinoe  the  operation  of  the 
act,  there  has  never  been  a  sorplns  of  two  mil- 
^oas,  which  oould  have  been  applied  to  the 
debt  On  the  contrary,  on  the  Ist  of  Jannary, 
1818,  '19.  *20,  '31,  the  four  first  yean  after  the 
let  crestfaw  the  Sinking  Fond,  and  also  in  1624 
ud  1826,  there  was  no  balance  in  the  Treasu- 
i7>  hot  a  great  d^dency,  to  wit : 

lrtJ«a.l81B,  ....  $4,968,882 

1819,  .       .       .       -  2,060,488 

*  189(^  ....  6,801.167 

18S1,  ....  2,068,784 

1824,  ....  2,888,080 

1846,  ...  .  161,269 


On  the  1st  Jannary,  1823,  there  was  in  tin 
T^easory  only  $491,166 ;  on  the  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1828,  there  was  in  the  Treasary  $6,462,412 
not  ^>plied,  becaose  there  was  no  redeemable 
debt  to  which  it  coold  be  qtplied.  On  the  1st 
Jannary,  1826,  there  was  a  sum  equal  to  a  mil- 
lion in  the  Treasary,  and  that  balance  still  re- 
maios,  and  will  be  carried  to  the  estimated  re- 
ceipts oC  the  year,  to  compose  the  fund  of  the 
Treasury,  for  the  year,  out  of  which  the  appro- 
priations for  the  year  wiU  be  taken,  incluaing 
the  ten  millions ;  and  if  there  is  an^  sarplaiL 
after  allowing  two  milUona  for  vanations  of 
revenoe.  It  wiU  be  also  applied  to  the  pnUlc 
debt.  If  the  gentleman  oonld  find  the  two 
millions  whioh  could  have  beoi,  hot  which 
have  not  been  iqiplled,  in  oonsequence  of  this 
act,  I  would  consent  to  apply  it ;  ont  if^  at  any 
period,  that  sum  had  been  wplied,  the  Treaa- 
ury  would  be  now  minus  a  nullion.  The  error 
consiBts  in  the  idea  that  such  snm  has  laid  idle 
in  the  Treasary.  It  was  never  there.  A  view 
of  the  whole  subject  will  show  the  sound  dis- 
cretion which  has  been  exercised  over  the 
application  of  the  funds,  since  the  peace,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sum  that  renuuned.  Is 
1623,  unemployed ;  bnt  that  was  the  bttrfnesp 
of  Congress.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
could  not  purchase  stock,  and  there  was  none 
at  that  time  redeemable. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recommended, 
in  his  report,  in  December,  1826,  a  loan  of  six- 
teen millions,  at  6.  per  cent.,  to  pay  off  a  delit 
of  6  per  cent.,  and  which,  if  earned  into  effect, 
would  have  produced,  at  once,  a  large  saving 
to  the  Government,  but  this  propo»Eti<ai  was 
rejected  by  Ouugress  at  the  last  session.  That, 
to  my  mind,  was  the  time  and  place  for  econo- 
my. That  would  have  realized  more  than 
could  result  from  the  interest  of  the  imaginary 
two  millions,  if  thc^  had  aotoally  existed  u 
the  Treasury.  i 

&Ty  the  payment  of  the  enmnt  expenses  6t 
the  (Jovernment,  and  the  ten  millions,  will 
leave  ns  from  two  to  three  mOlioDS  a  year,  fbr 
all  objects  of  a  miscellaneons  character,  lncln4r 
ing  internal  improvements,  roads,  canals,  breakr 
waters,  piers,  deepening  channels,  removing 
obstmctions  m  rivers,  purchases  of  laud  from 
Indiana,  and  varions  othw  daimB  upon  the 
country.  Daring  the  last  three  years,  a  laige 
sum  has  been  applied  by  Oongress  to  these 
olfjects  of  utility,  and  of  indi^nsable 
necesdty.  These  appropriatiwia  will,  doubt- 
less, be  continued  by  Congress.  Wliat  fbtum 
expectation  can  there  be,  that  there  will  ever 
be  a  snrplas  of  two  millions  ?  We  have  an 
aetnal  sorphas  now  ascertained,  of  n  million, 
bnt  we  have  a  bill  appropriating  a  million  to 
the  surviving  officers  of  tin  Revolotion ;  and, 
while  it  is  proposed  to  apply  the  million  to  the 
public  debt,  it  is,  at  the  same  mmnent,  pro* 
posed  to  raise  the  million  for  the  officers  by  a 
new  loan;  and  where  is  the  economy  of  thatf 

The  BecretaiT  of  the  Treasury  estimates  an 
excess  itf  receipts^  for  .the  present  yeai^  of 
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- 12,862,674,  and  this  snm  ia  liable  to  the  osnol 
variations.  Bat  what  are  the  demands  upon 
ftf  There  is  a  bill  before  qh,  which  contem- 
plates the  commencement  of  a  breakwater  at 
the  month  of  the  Dfjaware,  which  will  cost 
more  than  two  milliona,  and  which  proposes 
$260,000  a  year.  There  is  another  anticipated 
at  Nantn^Kt,  of  aboat  half  that  cost,  which 
will  also  reqnire  $200,000  a  year.  There  are 
^>pIications  for  opening  A  eranmunication  from 
Albemarle  Somid  to  the  Atlantic ;  deepening 
tiM  channel  at  the  month  of  Cape  Fear  River ; 
opening  the  falls  on  the  Wabash ;  removing  the 
rafts  in  Red  River ;  and  obstmctions  from  the 
Ohio  and  Uississipt^  Rivers,  and  many  others  of 
leas  importance.  This  is  besides  the  removal 
<^  Indians  and  purchases  of  land,  the  claims  of 
States  for  advances  during  the  war,  and  the 
private  cl^s  now  pending,  amoonting  to  more 
than  half  a  million. 

Kow,  the  rimide  question  is,  whether  these 
objects  are  of  more  pressing  importance  than 
the  pnymoit  of  thla  additional  two  millions  to 
the  pnUic  debt,  wbioh  wonld  hasten  its  extin- 
vDisbment  little  more  than  one  year,  while 
uieee  ^reat  ol^eeta  most  be  neglected.  Upon 
this  pomt  my  mind  is  made  up. 

The  regnutr  application  of  ten  millions  will 
extingnish  the  poblio  debt  early  in  1686,  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  from  two  to  three  millions  a 
year  may  bo  distributed  over  the  country,  to 
improve  the  navigation,  by  artificial  harbors, 
deepening  channels,  erecting  piers,  and  other 
nsenil  wortu  npon  the  coast ;  to  improve  the 
oommnnioations  between  the  States,  by  the 
faiternal  commerce  of  the  oonnt^,  now  vastly 
greater  than  the  foreign.  The  public  debt  is 
u  a  progress  of  rapid  extinguishment,  and 

re  08  rapid  as  it  ought  to  be,  not  to  dbtnrb 
oommeroe,  or  the  cq>ita],  or  the  drcnlation 
of  the  metallic  medium  of  the  country.  The 
stock  of  the  United  States,  to  a  certain  extent, 
forma  a  port  of  its  capital.  By  paying  it  ofi; 

Jon  do  not  increase  the  circnuitmg  medium, 
ut  yon  destr^  that  part  which  ia  a  substitute 
lor  capital.  How  far  this  stock  enters  into  the 
capital  upon  which  trade  and  commerce  is  car- 
ried on,  1  do  not  know,  nor  can  I  anticipate  the 
effect  npon  them,  of  withdrawing,  in  a  short 
riod,  seventy  or  eighty  millions  of  stock.  It 
probable  that,  by  a  gradual  operation  of  ten 
milli<»i8  a  year,  no  dangerooa  effect  will  result. 
Every  thing  will  gradually  accommodate  itself 
■to  the  ohai^ea  going au.  But  nothing  is  more 
to  be  dreaded  tbaa  causes  which  snddraily  do- 
range  the  money  market;  a  panic,  then,  de- 
ranges every  thing  else.  The  moment  the 
drain  is  fel^  the  turnks  curtail,  money  appre- 
ciates, prop^ty  sinks  in  value :  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment, sacrifico,  distress,  and  bankmptcy, 
fidlow.  It  is  the  business  of  statesmen  to  look 
-to  this,  and  to  gnard  against  it.  If  a  drain  of 
specie  in  the  Western  country  has  prodaced 
great  sacrifice  and  ruin,  what  wonld  be  its 
effects  upon  the  Atlantic  States,  and  in  onr 
■large  Attest  Twenty  millions  of  this  stock  is 


held  by  foreigners,  and  the  gentleman  says  that 
we  are  tributary  to  them,  to  the  annual  amount 
of  the  interest.  When  tbis  debt  is  paid  ofi  if 
this  sum  is  reinvested  in  the  countir,  we  ehaQ 
contribute  to  than  the  smonnt  of  this  intemt ; 
but  there  ts  nuKm  to  expect  that  foreigners 
will  not  invest  in  any  InrtltntifHu  of  the  Ststn 
The  capital  is  attracted  here  by  a  prti^tabk 
investment  in  public  stocks  of  the  GoremmeB^ 
on  the  fiuth  of  which  they  rely.  •  They  hare  no 
confidence  in  local  instittttiona.  If  twenty  i 
millions  were  withdrawn  too  mddoily,  it 
might  disturb  the  cironlating  medinra,  sod, 
thereby,  the  trade  and  commerce,  as  weQ  ss 
the  value  of  property.  I  wish  the  public  debt 
paid  off,  as  fast  as  it  is  safe  to  do  co.  I  think 
Uie  rate  of  ten  millions  a  year  is  r^id  enoogh, 
and  ought  not  to  be  accelerated. 

The  gentlemui  says  there  is  a  balanoe  of 
fotv  millions,  at  all  times,  in  the  Bank  of  th* 
United  States,  the  use  of  which  that  InstitRticii 
eirioys  gratuitously.  It  is  true,  the  bonk  n- 
oaves,  in  deposit  at  different  plaeee,  the  whde 
revenue  of  the  Government,  which  tbey 
out  to  Qie  mUer  of  the  Treasury,  as  it  is  called 
for,  to  meet  the  appnqiriations ;  that  aboat  a 
quarter  of  the  amount,  varying  from  three  to 
five  millions,  is  always  in  the  vaults  in  ad- 
vance; the  use  of  which,  he  supposes,  is  s 
boon  to  the  bonk,  and  without  equivalent.  If 
we  had  a  Treasury  of  our  own,  we  must  alwsys 
have  a  quarter  year's  revenue  in  adrsDre. 
That  must  lie  idle  and  unemployed  in  oor  cof- 
fers. That  immense  sum  mast  be  trusted  to 
the  integrity  of  a  ringle  individnal,  and  unet 
paas  thrown  the  hands  of  twenty  irrcspooflUe 
agents.  Disbursements  must  be  made,  loau 
dischai^d,  and  pensions  paid,  at  varioos 
points.  It  would  require  a  comi^icated  ma- 
chinery ;  and,  even  then,  expenses  and  Ioims 
would  be  incurred,  and  inconv«uenees  experi- 
enced. I  believe  the  bank  a  neMssarv  ap- 
pendage of  the  Treasury,  which,  besides  sfford- 
ing  a  sound  currency  for  the  payniMit  of  da- 
ties,  facility  of  exchange,  and  transmiffian  by 
checks,  performs,  without  compensation,  sod 
without  loss,  all  the  moneyed  operations  6t  tlrt 
GoTemroent.  Is  it  nothing  that  we  hare  a 
safe  depository,  and  a  responable  agent  t  Is 
security  and  accommodation  nothing f  Wests 
large  atockholders  ourselves,  and  partake,  to 
that  extent,  In  any  imfit  H  may  give.  Bn^ 
sir,  how  infinitely  more  important  mwt  tUi 
institution  become  in  time  war.  Be^de^ 
this  balance  is  always  appropriated,  and  no 
longer  the  fund  of  the  nation.  It  is  deponttd 
for  those  who  have  a  right  to  receive  it,  and 
that  right  is  perfect  at  the  end  of  the  yetr,  sod 
liable  to  be  drawn  at  any  time. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri,  in  looking  fi^ 
ward  to  the  extinguishment  of  this  debt. 
broached  new  and  dangerous  doctrines,  whifli 
go  to  the  foundation  of  all  protection,  «m,  csr- 
ried  into  effect,  would  min  this  or  any  otbtr 
country.  I  hope  I  misunderstood  him.  But 
what  be  has  s^  tonebes  me  in  a.  tender  pooi^ 
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and  I  cannot  permit  it  to  pass.  It  U  said  in 
tenns  that  mark  deliberatiffl} — and  it  is  dis- 
tinctly announced — that  these  principles  are  to 
form  the  distinctiTe  lines  between  the  great 
parties  that  axe  to  divide  the  p<^ticnau  of  this 
cODDtry. 

Ue  says:  "I  tua  for  abolishinj^  dnties  in 
toto,  as  soon  as  the  pnblic  debt  is  paid  off,  upon 
■11  articles  of  prime  necesMty,  or  ordinary  com- 
fort, which  are  not  made  at  hmne,  or  not  made 
in  rafficient  quanUty  to  merit  national  protec- 
tion." And,  to  make  his  views  more  intellim- 
Us,  he  addiL  **salt,  siwar,  Uanketa,  flamwis, 
prwDt  another  class  of  necessaries  and  oom- 
loita,  npon  which  some  diversity  of  opinion 
msj  arise :  they  ore  necessaries  of  life,  and 
partly  made  at  home,  bat  not  in  sufficient 
quBtity  to  answer  tho  Dnblic  demand."  If 
friHii  this  is  to  be  inferrco,  tiiat  these  articles 
do  Dot  deserve  the  national  protection,  because 
tiieydo  not  Bnpply  the  pnblic  demand — and  the 
jHvtecting  duties  are,  conseqaently,  to  be  re- 
iiiored~-and  this  is  to  oonstitate  the  line  be- 
tween the  parties,  I  have  do  hesitation  in  say- 
ing OQ  what  side  of  that  line  I  shall  be  fotmd. 

doctrine  followed  ont  to  its  consequences, 
Tonld  reach  wool,  hemp,  cotton  bagging,  iron, 
lead,  and  almost  every  article,  agrionltnral  and 
tnann&ctnrinff,  which  is  now  the  ol^eet  nar 
tional  protection. 

The  anticipation  of  the  sorplus  revenue  has 
already  brought  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress two  modes  of  employing  the  money. 
The  one  ia  to  apply  it,  annimUy,  to  the  great 
improvements  of  every  kind,  iii  their  proper 
order,  to  facilitate  the  ktercoarse  and  the  com- 
iDtinicatioas  between  the  States;  the  other 
proposes  to  divide  the  snm  among  the  several 
Stat^  according  tp  population.  It  is  too  soon 
to  enter  opon  the  relative  merits  of  the  two 
^ttons.  I  greatiy  prefer  the  former,  because 
Ibelieve  the  States  incompetent  to  the  great 
na&nal  works  that  are  neceasazy  to  ootmect 
ibt  several  parts  <rf  the  Unifn. 

Bat,  if  toe  vu^oritj  of  the  pec^  should 
ereataally  decide  agamst  the  ezpwnu^  of 
porsoing  the  great  system  of  improvement,  X 
freatly  prefier  the  distribation  among  the 
States,  to  the  abolition  of  duties :  and  if  we 
ihoold  ever  determine — which  I  hope  we  shall 
aot— to  forego  the  general  system,  J  have  no 
beritation  in  saying,  that  the  most  beneficial 
consequences  may  result,  even  by  the  direction 
of  the  States,  in  establishing  permanent  funds 
for  education — rendering  that  cheap  and  ao- 
cetubb  to  nil  classes ;  and  by  judicious  awli- 
ta&m  to  objects  of  public  usefulness.  If  it 
Tas  fiH-  no  other  poraoso  than  to  levy  a  Aind 
for  the  support  of  the  State  Governments,  it 
Tonld  be  iimnitely  superior  to  the  abolition  of 
dnties. 

This  fond,  distributed  among  the  States,  ac- 
Mrdiog  to  jMpulation,  will  enable  each  State  to 
dispense  with  direct  taxation.  Their  taxes  ore 
levied  only  on  property,  while  capital  stock  and 
incmne  are  aaapU    Those  of  tho  United 
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States  &11  equally  npon  the  wealth  tjt  the  ctxn- 
munity. 

Sir,  I  do  not  oppose  the  reference  of  the  res- 
olatioDS.  I  am  satisfied  to  leave  this  subject 
to  the  committee,  believing  they  will  disap- 
provo  all  the  objects  contemplated  by  them. 

[Mr.  BEEm)N  said  he  thonght  the  gentieman 
from  Louiuana  had  fallen  into  an  error  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  millions.  He  found,  by  the  law 
for  the  regulation  oS  the  Treasury,  that  the  sun 
of  $2,000,000  was  to  rwneln  in  tlie  Treasury  over 
and  above  the  appropriatUHU  of  Congress.  It, 
ther^we,  ooald  not  be  ffiiposed  <^  as  the  geo- 
tlunan  soppMed.l 

Mr.  Maoon  said  that,  as  he  had  onderstood 
it,  this  was  merely  a  motion  for  inquiry.  H« 
did  not  accede  to  the  proposition,  that,  if  the 
public  debt  was  pidd  off,  it  would  reduce  the 
capital  of  the  country.  The  public  debt  was 
like  a  private  debt  If  he  should  give  his  bond 
of  a  thousand  dollarst  he  believed  that,  If  he  did 
not  pay  it  when  he  was  able,  it  would  never  be 
paid.  It  waswith  a  nationaswithanindividusL 
If  we  do  not  pay  our  public  debt  when  we  have 
money,  there  is  no  certainty  that  it  will  ever 
be  pdd.  The  difference  between  them  was^ 
that,  exactly  in  proportion  as  the  public  debt 
was  tiqnidated,  the  texas  upon  the  pe<^  would 
be  reduced,  and  they  would  have  more  nion«y 
at  home.  He  had  long  thought  there  was  a 
strong  party  iu  the  country,  which  did  not  want 
the  public  debt  paid  off.  Not  hi  the  adminis- 
tration, but  in  tbe  Legislature;  and  that  party 
was  for  spending  the  money  of  the  eountiy  for 
all  kinds  of  projects,  instead  of  applying  it  to 
the  public  debt.  It  was  just  as  It  was  with  in- 
dividuals who  spent  all  tlieir  income  and  ne^ 
lebted  their  debts;  and  it  could  not  lead  to 
beneficial  results.  England  might  have  pud  off 
her  debt  more  than  once,  if  they  had  followed 
a  prudent  course.  For  himself,  he  wished  to 
see  the  public  debt  disoliarged.  We  shall  not 
always  go  on  as  at  present.  There  will  come  a 
time'for  war.  We  are  eontinnally  preparing 
forit;  and  when  we  are  ready,  we  shall  go  to 
war.  He  had  been  a  long  time  desiroiB  to  see 
some  more  direct  means  taken  for  paying  the 
debt  of  the  Nation,  but  he  began  to  despair; 
and  now,  instead  of  cidculating  upon  its  befaig 
done,  he  did  not  know  as  that  hai^  event 
woidd  ever  take  place. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Thcrbdat,  March  6. 
VmUm  at  Wut  Point, 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  making  aroropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Ssublishment 
for  the  year  1828 ;  tlie  motion  of  Mr.  BbutoHi 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  1 ,600  dollars  for 
the  expenses  of  Vieitorstothe  Military  Acaden^ 
at  West  Point,  being  nnder  consideration — 

Mr.  Harbison  made  some  explanations,  as  to 
the  rnmparative  expenditure  of  former  years 
and  the  present  time.  He  said  that,  formerly, 
very  Uttle  else  but  the  transportation  of  the 
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ba^age  of  offloers  was  aabject  of  charge,  on  ao- 
coant  of  this  visitation.  As  civilians  had  lat* 
terly  been  dioeen  as  the  YiBitora,  and  eome  of 
them  residing  at  a  great  distance,  the  payment 
of  Uieir  travelling  expenses  had  swelled  the 
amount  to  thesam  at  present  required. 

Mr.  Wbite  Bud  that  his  chief  objection  to 
the  appropriation  was,  that  there  was  no  law 
creating  the  officers  to  whom  it  was  paid.  He 
knew  m  no  law  which  created  such  an  ofBoer 
«■  a  Yiritor  of  the  West  Point  Academy,  and 
he  conddered  that,  when  any  office  or  oomml^ 
toon  became  saffldently  important  to  be  pro- 
Tided  for  by  a  distinct  item  in  an  appropriation 
bill,  it  onght  to  be  snpported  by  the  anth<wi^ 
of  law.  The  ezprase  for  this  object  hod  swell- 
ed from  SOO  to  upwards  of  2,000  dollora,  and 
bad,  therefore,  brcome  an  item  worthy  of  at- 
tention. Until  the  law  appointed  the  offioera, 
explained  the  datiea,  oud  fixed  the  manner  and 
rate  of  their  compeiuation,  there  onght  to  be  no 
specific  appro|»iation  for  the  pnrpoea.  If  this 
provision  was  stricken  oat,  it  wonld  not  have 
the  effect  of  preventing  the  vidtation,  as  the 
matter  would  remain  an  it  was  before.  It  was 
tn  the  power  of  theDepartmeot  to  send  Tidtof% 
and  it  might  be  done  asbefiwa 

Mr.  NoBLX  qwke  in  oppontion  to  the  motion. 
It  bad  t>een  staled,  he  said,  that,  from  the  be- 
ginning, the  appointing  and  paying  the  Yidtors 
to  the  Military  Academy  was  an  assomption  of 
power.  If  it  was  so,  Congress  had  to  complain 
of  itself.  The  power  had  been  employed  for 
years,  and  must  have  been  within  the  knowledge 
of  Congress.  Whv,  then,  if  it  was  an  aasnmp- 
tion  of  power,  had  not  Congress  interposed  to 
prevent  its  continoanoe !  It  had  dso  been  said, 
that  a  system  of  fsvoritbm  was  practised  at  the 
Academy;  and  he  hod  heard  of  well-born  sons 
being  preferred  to  otiiera.  If  snch  was  the  case, 
be  wished  another  naohitjon  might  be  intro- 
dnced,  to  inqaire  who  created  the  system  of  ft- 
Toritism.  It  would  be  found  that  membws  of 
Ocmgress  were  at  the  bottom  of  it.  They  ought 
not  to  shield  themselves.  Call  foe  the  names, 
siud  Mr.  N.,  of  those  who  have  reoomoiended 
cadets,  and  yoo  will  find  Uiat  members  of  Con- 
gress have  had  more  to  do  with  this  scandal 
about  well-bom  sons  than  any  one  else.  It 
ought  to  be  inquired  into,  and  this  imputation 
not  allowed  to  go  out  to  the  people,  to  create  a 
prdadice  against  the  Administration.  Hospoke 
In  hu;b  terms  of  the  character  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  If  this  appropriation  was  thrown  out, 
it  would  not  have  the  effect  which  gentlemen 
supposed.  It  would  not  be  as  it  was  formerly. 
It  would  show  the  Secretary  Uiat  this  was  an 
«KpendlUire  which  Oongressdid  notapprore,  be- 
cause it  was  not  in  the  n^rit  of  retrenchment, 
of  which  they  had  heard  so  much.  This  was 
one  of  the  continual  and  continued  attempts  to 
put  down  the  presrat  Administrattim,  which  he 
believed  to  be  the  best  In  the  known  world.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ooroplained  of 
the  amount  of  expense  for  diis  visitation,  he 
«onldinfi>nn  bim  that  tlw  most  expensive  Board 
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of  Yidtors  had  been  that  over  which  the  present 
Governor  of  Tennessee  presided,  Tliat  gentle^ 
man  had  thought  it  his  pnmnee  to  give  £nners, 
for  which  Mr.  N.  did  not  blame  him,  hot  oolj 
menticmed  it  to  show  who  encouraged  tlie  ex- 
travaBance,  if  such  it  was  to  be  couridered,  of 
tlie  Visitors  of  West  P<»nt  He  should  go  far 
the  whole  apprq>riation,  and  rc^tted  thai  the 
motion  had  oeen  made^  beeanse  it  nu|^t  be 
construed  as  a  redeotion  upon  pnsoit  m- 
enmbent  of  the  War  Department. 

Ur.  SioiB,  of  Maryland,  said  tliat  d«  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  War  Department  had  uni- 
formly been  10,000  dollars  and  the  expenses  of 
the  visitm  had  been  paid  out  of  it.  Tbe  sum 
for  their  expenses  had  <tf  late  years  become  lo 
large,  tiiat  the  Secretary  thought  it  had  better 
l>e  BUpplied  by  specific  appropriation.  He  hid 
asked  for  8,000  doUars,  but  the  otlier  House  had 
out  it  down  to  1,600.  The  Secretary  had  also 
asked  for  16,000  dollars  for  the  cootiogent 
fund.  The  House  bad  reduced  that  sum  to 
10,000  dollara.  If^  now,  this  provisoa  were 
dei^ed,  and  the  Secretary  were  to  pay  tht 
Yisitors  oot  d  the  cootioguit  ftmd,  it  would  b« 
rsdnosd  to  7,000  dollars 

Mr.  CEAxniLss  observed  that  be  bad  st  Ifait 
been  in  fiavor  of  takklag  and  retain!^  500  doV 
lara  for  this  purpose ;  mit,  nndor  Hm  ooosidcra- 
tion  that  Uiese  officers  were  not  appdoted  by 
law,  he  sboold  TOte  §oe  the  present  molioa. 

Mr.  MoLaxk  rose  to  ask  for  inframatioit,  as 
to  the  reason  for  the  increase  of  thisexpeoditiir^ 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finauoe. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  examinations  cf  the 
Military  Academy,  but  was  fiu*  from  bdi^ 
satisfied  that  this  appropriation  was  neeessaiy. 
As  far  as  he  bad  received  information,  the  ap- 
propriation was  alt<^ether  too  lai^  It  was 
difficnlt  to  oooount  fiw  the  augmentation  ^tbe 
expense  wbidi  had  grown  np  from  year  to 
year.  He  wtsbed  to  know  why  the  sum  fcr 
this  expenditure  should  be  greater  in  ISMtbaa 
it  was  m  1820.  He  thought  if  the  coDtingMt 
fhnd  could  supply  tUs  ftind  formeriy,  it  eoold 
now  be  drawn  from  the  same  aooree.  Ht 
wonld  also  ask  the  Chairman  of  the  Oommitttt 
of  Finance,  on  what  ground  15,000  doDart  wera 
asked  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  a  cootiniMt 
ftiod,  and  8,000  for  this  purpose — thus  sw^ing 
the  demand  of  the  Dqmrtment  to  Ifl^OOO  dot 
lara.  He  merely  rasa  to  ask  for  infomatiaooa 
these  beads. 

Mr.  WooDBUBT  said,  that  the  question  w, 
whether  the  Senate  would  appropriate  $11^ 
instead  ot  |10lOOO^  withont  infonnatioa  si  ts 
the  eanse  of  this  increase  of  expen^tmv. 

The  qnestion  bdng  tak«i  on  the  motioa  t» 
strike  out  the  ^>propriati(HQL  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Whitb  iJien  renewed  his  tnotioD  to  ttiik* 
out  "  1,000,*"  so  03  to  reduce  the  sum  to  fSOOl 
and  the  question  beiog  taken,  was  decided  ia 
iiie  negative. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  amend  the  1st  sectioBof 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  10,000  dolbns  (tbi 
ocmtingeBt  frud,)  aiw  insert  6^500  doDsra 
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Vi.  Kiv«  aiid,  if  the  geiitlemaD  from  Oeorg^ 
voold  withdraw  bis  motion,  be  woold  move  to 
recoorider  the  rote  cm  itrUdiw  oat  whole 
t{)propri&tion ;  having  voted  &r  that  motion, 
he  wonld  ronarl^  that  be  did  it  wkb  the  hope 
that  1  Riudler  ram  woold  be  fixed  upon.  That 
notharioe  beendone^  he  chose  rather  to  strike 
out  the  whole,  than  vote  for  the  som  of  1^00 

The  motkm  to  reoonslder  was  rejected. 


KmrDAT,  lUreh  10. 
Claim  ef  AuCA  (kerolina. 

(te  motion  of  Hr.  Hatxb,  the  Senato  pro- 
ceeded to  tide  coosideratifm  of  tho  UU  for  the 
n^DBtmoit  of  the  daims  of  the  State  of  South 
CnotiDa,  against  the  GoTemment  (tf  the  United 
6UtM. 

Tbe  report  of  the  iniitarx  Oommittee  on 
that  aab^ct,  having  been  read,  at  the  request 
rfHr.HATHx, 

Hr.  Hasbuox  (Cbidrman  of  the  Committee) 
liriefi7  expired  the  merits  of  the  bill.  The 
report  just  read,  sud  he,  had  ^ne  so  exten- 
nvelj'  into  tbe  snbject,  that  it  was  hardly 
BacesBsry  fw  him  to  enter  on  it  at  lorge.  The 
seeoont  npon  which  the  d^m  <tf  South  Caro- 
Bnt  was  pre^oRted,  contained  a  great  many 
itoiu;  the  prinidpv  <tf  which,  having  been 
■Iknred  by  the  General  Govmuneat,  pot  the 
nty«ct  <tf  interest  entirely  at  rest;  there  being 
no  question  but  that,  on  the  money  actually 
allowed,  aad  pud  to  the  State,  interest  was  justly 
doe.  'Hie  cases  of  Vir^nla  and  Fennsylvsnio, 
who  had  been  allowed  interest  by  Congress  for 
advances  made  by  them,  were  somewhat  dif- 
ferent in  det^  though  not  in  principle.  South 
Gan^na  had  entered  into  these  expenses  for  the 
defence  of  the  conntry,  without  having  any 
prerioQS  bargain  with  the  General  Oovern- 
meat  Vii;pnia  and  Pennsylvania,  upon  a  call 
nads  npui  their  patriotism,  borrowed  money 
from  the  Banks,  which  they  expended  in  the 
■nriee  of  the  country,  and  it  waa  because 
interest  had  been  pmd  by  them,  for  thesnmsso 
borrowed,  that  interest  was  allowed  them  on 
Uwir  advances. 

The  oise  Sooth  Carolina  was  nearly  similar 
to  that  of  those  two  States.  She  did  not 
borrow  the  money,  to  he  sure,  which  she 
sdraaeed;  but  she  had  a  fund  producing  an 
interest  12  per  cent,  per  annum,  which, 
withont  any  hesitation,  she  appropriated,  when 
danger  threatened.  The  committee  were  there- 
ibre  of  opinion,  that  equal  justice  ought  to  be 
meted  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  which 
iud  been  meted  to  Yir^nia  and  Pennsylvania, 
tbe  actual  loss  of  interest  being  the  same,  in 
efl^  u  Uie  aetoal  paymeot  of  Interest.  In 
KlatioD  to  another  item  of  the  account,  viz: 
for  cannon-balls  faraished  by  the  State,  It  was 
Decessary,  under  the  peculiar  circnmstaoces  of 
the  case,  that  the  bolls  should  be  procured  at 
bH  events.  The  General  Government  was 
naalde  to  Amiish  them,  and  they  were  cast  at 


the  expense  trf"  the  State.  The  enemy  not 
having  made  the  expected  attack,  they  remdned 
until  the  dose  of  uie  war,  and  then  the  Gov- 
emmeqt  refosed  to  receive  them,  because  they 
had  not  been  made  of  the  proper  size.  Another 
item  was  for  the  transportation  of  bassage, 
which  had  been  rejected,  because  it  hadbeen 
customary  to  allow  no  more  than  e^ht  wagons 
to  a  regiment  Without  their  having  the 
means  of  ascertaining  how  many  wagons  were 
necessary,  in  the  |>eculiBr  case  of  the  State  of 
S.  C,  whether  eight  or  nine,  the  committee 
ootdd  see  no  reason  wlqr  die  dumld  not  be 
allowed  this  item  as  well  as  for  the  cannon-bolla, 
since  she  had  aotoally  expended  the  money  in 
both  eases.  He  had  seui  (^[teniUoiu  where  40 
wagons  would  hardly  be  suffident  for  a  r^- 
inent.    There  were  some  other  small  items, 

said  Mr.  H.,  and  one  of  $  for  blankets. 

With  regard  to  his  last,  he  would  observe  that 
the  troc^  of  the  State  had  been  called  oot  in  a 
very  inclement  season,  and  the  State,  finding 
Uiat  blankets  were  absolutely  necessary,  had 
furnished  them.  Tbe  committee,  however,  not 
finding  any  precedent  for  an  allowance  this 
kind,  did  not  think  proper  to  sanction  it. 

Ur.  Chaxdub  wished  the  State  of  Sooth 
Csn^na  to  reodve  the  same  justice  which 
had  been  granted  to  other  States,  and  no 
more.  He  was  not  well  informed,  what  had 
been  allowed  In  other  cases;  but,  flnm  what 
he  did  understand,  in  this  case  it  appeared  that 
the  State  of  S.  C,  had  a  fund  vested  in  bank 
stock,  which,  without  having  lieen  called  on  by 
tiie  United  States,  she  expended  in  her  own 
defence.  He  objected  to  the  claim  for  pay  of 
the  staff  officers,  as  he  believed  it  hod  never 
been  the  practice  of  the  Gorernment  to  allow 
pay  to  (^cers  of  a  State  to  carry  on  its 
own  operations.  With  respect  to  the  cbsrgo 
made  for  cannon-bdls,  the  State,  he  sdd,  had 
the  strongest  motive  to  place  herself  in  an 
attitude  of  defence,  and  was  therefore  perfectly 
il^t  in  procuring  those  bdls.  She  hod  them 
Ml  hand  at  the  dose  ttf  the  war,  and  if  they 
did  not  answer  the  calitnre  of  the  United  States, 
ond  did  that  ttf  SonUi  Carolina,  she  ought  to 
have  retained  them  for  purposes  of  her  own 
defence.  As  to  wagons,  he  bdieved  tbe  rule 
bad  been  to  dlow  them  in  reason.  If  any 
State  hod  been  dlowed  as  many  as  South 
Carolina  charged  for,  he  should  not  be  disposed 
to  ol^ject  to  the  allowance.  Whatever  had 
been  the  custom,  in  similar  cases,  he  was 
disposed  to  accede  to,  in  the  present  one 

Mr.  Hatns  entered  into  we  merits  of  this 
bill :  exhibiting  in  a  dear  and  strong  point  of 
view,  the  Justice  of  the  cidm,  which  the  State 
he  representdd  in  part  has  upon  the  General 
Government.  H.  showed  that  South 

Carolina  waa  in  an  exposed  state,  and  that 
when  the  enemy  were  hovering  on  the  coast, 
and  the  General  Government  withont  money  w 
arms,  that  she  come  forward  without  asking 
terms,  and  took  the  money  which  she  had  vested 
in  bttik,  yielding  her  13  per  cent  w  eTerj 
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dollar,  and  loaned  it  to  the  Federal  Goyem- 
meht.  Mr,  II.  answered  all  the  several  in- 
qairies  and  suggestions  mode  in  relation  to  this 
business ;  showing  the  conduct  of  his  State,  as 
at  once  disinterested,  pateiotic,  and  worthy  of 
imitation. 

Mr.  McLanb  said :  The  State  of  South  Caroli- 
na was  entitled,  on  every  principle  of  equity  and 
Justice,  to  receive  the  amouut  claimed  by  her. 
A  distinction  had  been  drawn  between  the 
debts  due  by  the  United  States  to  individnals, 
and  to  States;  and  to  indlvidaals,  interest  is 
not  allowed  Inr  the  GoTemment  on  the  amount 
found  to  be  due  tiietn.  What  la  the  principle, 
be  asked,  on  which  interest  is  refused  to  indi- 
viduals? It  is  one  to  which  he  could  not  sub- 
scribe, though  the  precedent  bad  become  so 
strong  OS  not  now  to  be  shaken.  It  is  refused 
to  individuals,  siud  be,  on  the  principle  that  the 
Government  is  always  prepared  to  pay  tbem 
tiiieir  just  demand^  and  therefore,  ought  not  to 
be  bound  to  pi^  interest  on  mon^  waiting 
^eir  disposal. 

But  that  principle  did  not  ap^ly  to  advances 
made  by  States  to  aid  the  public  exigencies  of 
the  country,  when  the  General  Government 
was  unable  to  pro\ide  for  that  particular 
exigency.  The  principle,  said  Hr.  HoL.,  has 
alr^y  been  estalilished,  that  States  should  be 
allowed  interest  on  the  advances  made  by 
them  for  the  service  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Hero,  then,  was  a  strong  case  of  that 
kind.  Money  had  actually  been  advanced  by 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  use  of 
the  General  Government  'Wherein,  he  asked, 
did  this  co-'^o  differ  from  those  of  the  States  of 
Virginia,  Moryland,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  New  York,  as  argued  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  f  It  wofl  the  duty  of  tiio  United  States 
to  have  performed  those  services  and  mode 
those  advances,  made  and  performed  by  those 
States ;  having  neglected  so  to  do,  those  States 
stepped  forward  and  made  the  ^vances  re- 
quired ;  and  were  paid,  not  only  the  sums  so 
advanced  by  them,  but  the  interest  on  the 
money  they  liad  borrowed  for  that  purpose. 
Kow,  (ir,  we  have  adopted  the  principle,  that 
wherever  a  State  has  paid  interest  on  such 
advance  made  by  it,  the  interest  is  part  of  the 
advance  made ;  and  it  is  on  this  principle  that 
the  State  of  Sonth  Carolina  should  bo  paid  for 
the  loss  incurred  by  her,  for  her  loss  has  been 
twelve  per  cent,  interest,  while  she  claims  but 
six.  The  fact  of  the  State's  having  advanced 
a  particular  stock  fund,  instead  of  money,  was 
no  argument  to  hh  mind,  why  the  interest 
sliould  not  bo  paid.  Suppose,  said  Mr. 
McLaxs,  a  State  holds  stock  on  which  she  is 
receiving  interest.  If  she  borrows  money,  and 
holds  her  stock,  it  Is  admitted  she  ought  to  be 
paid  ;  but  if  she  sells  her  stock,  and  advances 
the  money,  interest  is  refused  her.  This  was  a 
doctrine  he  could  not  agree  to.  Is  not  the  loss 
of  the  State  the  same,  whether  that  loss  was 
occasioned  by  interest  actually  paid  by  her, 
i!r  by  the  deprivation  of  interest  whidi  sbe 


[IIu(a,18M. 

was  actually  receiving?  If  an  individual,  said 
Mr.  Moli.,  advances  Bank  stock  tor  aaotber, 
will  not  the  cbancellor  award  him  the  fhll 
amount  of  his  loss?  If  he  sells  his  sto(^  snd 
advances  the  money,  is  not  tbe  ease  the  samel 
On  every  principle  of  equity  and  justice,  tbe 
present  claim  ought  to  be  aUowed.  Treat  it 
as  interest  paid — treat  it  as  interest  lost — treat 
it  as  a  loss  either  way,  and  be  did  not  see  how 

Eaymeot  could  be  avoided.  In  a  case  of  this 
ind,  be  would  make  omn^ete  and  ftill  iodeiD- 
nity,  and  the  GoTemmeBt  nevw  can,  said  he, 
place  itself  in  a  stronger  attitade,  than  to  wij 
to  those  States,  who  are  Uie  first  to  oooaidcr 
the  shock  of  calamity,  if  yon  wiD  valinitarily 
step  forward  for  the  defence  of  the  ooontzy, 
yon  shall  not  be  placed  in  a  worse  dtoataon. 


'WnmBiULT,  Mirch  19. 

Sarraeit  at  2few  OrUant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HABBisoir,  tbe  biU  pnmd- 
ing  for  the  purchase  of  «  site,  for  the  erectioo 
of  barracks  thereon,  at  New  Oileans,  was 

taken  up. 

Mr.  Habbibon  ezpluned  Um  obJeiA  of  the  | 
bill,  and  read  several  lettm  of  tbe  Qnaztenns*- 
ter  General  upon  the  saliject.   It  waa  |VD|wscd 
to  build  barraeks  for  four  compaidea. 

Mr.  Pasbis  aaked  tbe  Gburman  ot  the  KiH* 
tary  Committer  wh^er  It  was  neoesBsrr  to  i 
keep  BO  large  aroroe  asfour  ctRnpaniesatKew  | 
Orleans. 

Mr.  Habribon  stid  that  two  companies  vers 
generally  stationed  there,  bat  Ibe  number  vis 
now  four.  But,  let  the  number  be  wbat  it 
might,  the  expediency  of  building  bsiracks  fa- 
st least  four  companies,  could  not  be  dool>t«d. 
The  situation  of  Kew  Orleans  seemed  to  call 
for  a  large  militaiy  force.  There  were  vtM, 
numbers  of  fore^ners  C(mtinnaUy  in  tiie  ; 
great  nnmbcTB  m  idandei^  anHwg  whan  wet« 
a  lawless  ban^ttl,  sailors  and  negroes,  resded 
in,  or  resorted  to,  tbe  d^,  and  endangend  tbe 
property  of  its  inhabitants — while  a  great^ 
quantity  of  property  deported  by  otho'  iadi- 
viduals  than  citizens,  than  in  any  other  place 
in  the  Union,  was  always  jeopardiced,  unkes 
Bccnrcd  by  some  adequate  means. 

Mr.  JonNBTON,  of  Louisiana,  said  that  tbs 
amount  of  force  was  always  according  to  the 
exigency  of  the  time,  and  four  companies  mi^t 
generally  be  requir^  at  New  Orleans.  Egkl 
companies  were  considered  by  the  Oonunaader- 
in-Cnief  as  necessary  to  be  statirawd  at  tbst 
post.  Four  only  were  quartered  in  the  cay, 
and  the  four  others  across  tbe  lak«^  in  a  wtm 
healthy  porftton.  He  fliou^t  it  necdkai  for 
Congress  to  interf^  in  the  details  of  mesrom 
taken  by  the  Department  If  the  War  De- 
partment stationea  the  troops  as  it  jo^S^ 
It  was  not  requisite  for  Congress  to  istcHerv- 
There  was  no  force  on  the  eoa^  lior  three  or 
four  hundred  miles,  and  these  troops  ven 
alwigrs  leadj  to  be  dettiled  to  an/  qoarur 
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wbere  tbcgr  might  be  needed.  It  was  a  central 
posHum,  and  mtelligenoe  of  any  emergeiunr 
voaM  immedtatelf  reach  New  Orleans,  It 
Tis,  aim,  the  most  enwaed  ntnoUon  in  the 
tonatrj.  There  were  tlwaya  about  4,000  sail- 
on  in  the  harbaH**  and  generally  three  hundred 
•qove-rigged  vessela.  Besides  these,  there 
T«e  ilways  a  great  nmnber  of  Kentnoky  boats 
at  the  wharTes,  and  tbonsands  of  pirates  and 
imegiuloes  from  tlie  islands  resorted  there.  It 
was  within  a  short  time  that  the  papers  were 
filled  irith  accounts  of  attempts  to  fire  the  city, 
ind  not  oalj  the  whole  police  was  called  to 
ict,  bat  a  military  guard  was  considered  neces- 
mj  in  cTery  square.  They  had  already  seen 
an  sttempt,  at  a  former  period,  at  an  insnrrec- 
tioQ  by  the  amnenms  uack  population.  All 
tkew  cmMdenHona^  with  that  trf  ti»  BtSetj  of 

SUio  property,  made  it  neoeasan-  to  atatitHi 
ir  companies  at  Kew  Orleans.  The  Gorem- 
ment  vonid  lose  nothing  by  the  erection  of  the 
barrscks,  as  the  ground  on  which  ttte  former 
boildiiigs  stood,  sold  for  double  the  amount 
which  the  proposed  buildings  would  cost 

Mr.  Bkstox  said  that  onr  army  consisted  of 
6.000  men,  who  must  be  stationed  somewhere. 
Wbererer  tbey  were  posted  they  must  be  shel- 
tered, and  he  thought  the  unhealthiness  of  the 
dimate  at  New  Orleans  was  an  additional  argu- 
ntent  in  fovor  of  this  bill.  Experience  bad 
>lH>wn  that  the  eAction  of  barraolcs  was  econ- 
omy, when  comptred  to  the  expense  of  hiring 
baUdings.  Tike  latter  had  been  pnwtifled  at  St 
Louis,  and  had  been  found  to  be  Tory  expen- 
sTe,  as  well  as  inconvenient.  It  was  well 
known  that  troops  ongfat  to  be  kept  at  a  dls- 
taooe,  instead  of  Wng  mixed  up  with  the  pop- 
nlitioQ  of  a  town.  Barracks  had  been  erected 
at  St.  Locis,  and  the  same  provision  was  now 
uked  foe  at  New  Orleans,  It  woe  not  for  the 
Senate  now  to  inquire  whether  the  troops  were 
properly  stationed — ^that  dnty  belonged  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  if  he  chose 
to  station  four  companies  at  New  Orleans,  Con- 
pesB  oonld  not  do  less  than  provide  barracks 
to  abelter  tiiera.  He  eonudered  it  settled  as 
a  part  of  the  poli<^  of  the  oountir,  tiiat 
troops  should  be  Rationed  at  Kew  Orieana. 
On  the  withdntwal  ct  the  troops,  sereral  yean 
^ce,  the  GoTonment  was  peUtloned  not  to 
leave  the  city  destitute  of  defSBnoe ;  and  the 
remm  given  were  then  sati^betoiy  to  bis 
mind  that  a  consderable  permanent  force  was 
reqnired  at  that  point  It  was  the  dnty  of  the 
Government  to  {Movide  for  the  protection  of 
^  parts  of  the  country,  and  this  was  acknowl- 
(»ged  to  be  one  of  the  most  defenceless,  and 
toe  most  exposed  to  oontingencies  which  might 
*^  fiw  the  presence  of  military  force.  There 
JTSs  no  proposition  before  the  Senate  either  to 
iDcreaae  or  diminish  the  number  of  troops  sta- 
wned  at  Kew  Orieans;  but  to  erect  suitable 
"uwings  for  those  alrudy  posted  there.  He 
^  in  &vor  of  the  ^mropriation,  as  neoesaary 
nr&e  safety  of  the  OtJt  and  as  «  matter  of 
pununot  eccmomy. 


Ur.  Jomreroir,  of  Louisiana,  remarked,  that, 
whether  tUs  hill  passed  or  not,  it  would  not 
afibct  the  diroositlott  of  the  united  States 
troops.  Tbey  had  heea  stationed  there  for  tiie 
last  twelve  years.  If  the  bill  was  rejected  the 
oflSeers  and  soldiers  would  be  kept,  as  they 
now  were,  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  very 
inconveniently  dispersed  from  each  other.  Be-' 
sides,  if  this  appropriation  was  rcfased,  the 
soldiers  would  be  exp(»ed  to  the  yellow  fever, 
by  being  quartered  in  the  city.  The  gentleman 
fbom  Mfune  had  fallen  into  a  great  error,  in 
supposing  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Gov- 
ernment to  withdraw  the  troops  when  the  bar- 
racks were  sold.  The  sale  was  mode  at  the 
application  of  the  citizens — aa  the  barracks 
occuided  a  part  of  the  oity  which  was  con- 
venient Ibr  buajness;  while,  higher  up  the 
liver,  wessels  eoald  not  orane  in  on  aeixnmt  of 
the  inmmise  batteriea  which  defended  the  land 
from  the  Misrfssipid.  It  was^pposed  that  the 
sale  would  produce  a  sufficient  snm  to  build 
barracks  in  some  other  part  of  the  city,  less 
valuable  for  commercial  purposes.  There  was 
another  consideration  in  fovor  of  erecting  bar- 
racks capable  of  quartering  four  companies  at 
least.  In  case  of  actual  service,  they  would 
not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  serve  as  a  hos- 

Sltal  for  the  sick.  He  had  seen  a  hospital  in 
few  Orleans,  containing  800  sick,  chiefly  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  militia.  Another  error 
whiim  the  gentleman  fma  Maine  (Mr.  Pabris) 
hod  Alien  into,  was  the  supposition  that  the 
troopa  ml^t  be  statimied  m  the  forts.  Hm 
forts  were  at  a  distance,  and  had  no  communi- 
cation with  the  city ;  hence  the  soldiers,  in- 
tended for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  city, 
would  be  ofno  service  there.  Hecouldnotdoabt 
that  the  various  conuderations  in  &vor  of  this 
bill  would  ensure  a  favorable  decision  upon  it. 

Mr.  Habbuon  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
87,968  dollars ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
biU  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Setolttticnary  OffUert. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  condderation  of  the 
bill,  provi^ng  for  certidn  surviving  i^e^  of 
the  Bevolutionary  army ;  the  motion  hr  Mr. 
Hathx,  of  South  OaroUioo,  to  fill  the  blank 
with  $800,000,  pending. 

ISt.  Bell  said  that  the  surviving  officers  of 
the  Revolutionary  army  claimed  the  perform- 
ance of  a  promise  of  half  pay  for  life — made 
to  them  by  a  resolution  oi  Gongress  of  Octo- 
ber SI,  1780.  They  contended  that  this  prom- 
ise was  performed  only  in  part  by  the  commu- 
tation of  five  years'  foil  pay,  which  was  aubse- 
qnentiy  given  them  as  an  equivalent  for  their 
half  pay  for  life ;  and  they  now  ask  a  second 
commutation  to  make  up  the  alleged  deficiency 
in  the  first  The  committee  to  whran  this  sub- 
ject was  referred,  has  made  s  report  in  con- 
fbrmi^  to  the  views  of  the  petitioners.  Thia 
report  alleges  that  the  committation  of  five 
yws'  fall  pay  given  to  these  (rfBoera  aa  aa 
eq,uiTalent  for  tnwr  half  paj,  was  not  an  ade-' 
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qnate  ocnnpensatioD  for  it;  and  that  there  is 

DOW  due  to  tfaem  a  sum  eqnal  to  two  yean*  foil 
pay.  This  bill  mAkes  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  that  Bom.  If  the  view  which  the 
committee  has  token  of  this  subject  be  correct, 
the  claim  of  these  officers  is  Jnst,  and  ought  to 
be  paid.  Bnt  I  cannot  yield  my  assoit  to  the 
correctness  of  the  facts  on  which  the  commit- 
tee hare  founded  their  opinions,  or  to  the  just- 
ness of  the  conclusions  which  they  hare  drawn 
trom  those  facta.  It  is  the  ot^ect  of  the  few 
leniariu  which  I  am  about  to  moke,  to  state 
the  reasons  which  have  bronght  me  to  a  result 
va  this  questi<ai,  directly  tiie  reTorse  cf  that  to 
whidi  the  committee  have  arriTed.  The  offi- 
cers admit,  that  in  oonseqneDoe  of  an  applica- 
tjon  from  them,  Congress  in  1788  offered  them 
five  years'  full  pay  as  a  oommntation  for  their 
half  pay  for  life— that  they  accepted  this  offer, 
received  the  obligations  of  the  Gov«mment  for 
it ;  and  that  tbo^  obligations  have  been  since 
ptid.  But  they  contend  that  the  acceptance 
and  payment  of  tbis  commutation  did  not  dis- 
chai^  the  Government  from  its  promise,  be- 
cause, as  tbey  allege,  they  did  not  voluntarily 
accept  this  commutation,  and  that  it  was  not 
an  equivalent  for  their  half  pay  for  life.  A 
sufficient  attention  to  the  iSscts  will  show  that 
boUi*th«e  assertions  of  the  officers  which  have 
been  adopted  tqr  the  oomndttee,  are  unfounded. 
The  direct  eviifenoe  of  a  vfriontary  acceptance 
of  the  commutation  by  the  offlcOTs,  is  of  the 
most  conolnriva  oliaracter.  The  officera  so- 
licited a  commutation  for  their  half  pay. 
'Wh4ik  five  years'  ftill  pay  was  offered  them  as 
a  commutation,  they  accepted  it.  This  direct 
evidence  of  a  voluntary  acceptance,  (and  no 
evidence  conld  be  more  conclusive,)  is  corrob- 
orated by  indirect  evidence  deserving  much 
consideration.  The  application  to  Congress  for 
a  commutation,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  commutation  offered,  was  undoubtedly 
known  to  every  officer  in  the  army.  It  was  a 
subject  of  great  interest  to  all,  fmd  must  have 
been  a  inject  of  general  cwiversation  among 
&em.  It  IS  impomUe  to  believe,  that,  if  any 
oonsiderable  number  oi  the  officers  were  dis- 
aatisfled  with  the  commutation  offered,  they 
would  not  have  remonstrated  against  it ;  and 

Sloced  on  the  records  of  Ccmgress  some  evi- 
ence  of  their  belief  that  iigustioe  was  done 
tiiem,  OB  a  foundation  for  a  ftitore  application 
for  redress.  There  is  no  evidence,  nor  even  a 
traditionary  rumor,  that  any  of  the  officers  wero 
dissatisfied  with  the  commutation  given  them.  It 
seems  to  have  been  at  the  time  so  entirely  sat- 
isfactory that  not  a  single  monnur  of  diasatis- 
foction  was  heard.  For  the  next  twen^-seven 
years,  no  complunt  was  heard  from  any  one  of 
this  body  of  more  than  two  thousand  offlears, 
who  had  accepted  this  commutation,  that  it 
was  not  a  fair  equivalent  for  their  half  pay,  or 
that  their  acceptance  of  it  was  not  voluntary. 
On  what  known  principle  of  human  action  are 
we  to  account  for  this  long  silence,  and  the  de- 
lay (tf  these  (rfSowi  in  asawting  their  dainu^  if 
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they  had  bdiered  thun  to  be  wdl  fcuMt 
I  can  find  no  tatisbctoiy  reason  con^ttnl  «itb 
the  justice  of  their  claimsi  Daring  all  tliii 
time,  this  Govemment  was  adminiMmd  hj 
their  warmest  fHends,  by  tbdr  aanpetriota  is 
the  revcdutiouary  stm^le ;  bymmsrbonitbcj 
well  knew  would  readily  listen  to  their 
pLunts,  and  promptly  redress  their  iqjurict. 
These  circumstances  establish  the  fact,  thst  tbe 
acceptance  of  tlie  commutation  of  fire  je«n' 
foil  pay  as  an  equivalent  for  the  hilf  uy  tor 
lifo,  was  not  only  voluntary,  but  Bati!aet(»]r, 
bciy<»d  any  rcasooaUe  doubt  It  has  been  itid 
that  the  ace«»tanoe  <tf  this  OHnmatstioB  bj  the 
officers,  coold  not  be  regarded  as  a  free  lad 
voluntary  act.  because  Congress  leqmKd  osl; 
the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the  sevml  Stale 
lines  of  the  army.  And  it  seems  to  be  infentd 
that  Congress  intended  by  this  means  to  coot- 
pel  the  yono^r  officera  to  aoceptasaconnns- 
tation  for  their  half  pay,  what  was  not  is  vthe 
an  equivalent  for  it.  This  is  a  very  weigfat; 
charge  against  a  body  of  men  whcm  ve  bave 
been  accustomed  to  revere  as  snxagst  tbo 
wisest  and  best  men  that  ever  coodiwted  tk 
great  interests  of  our  country.  Tbe  dia^  if 
well  foimded,  must  consign  their  naoMs  to  ia- 
famy.  But  it  is  not  well  founded.  Tbey  in 
not  justly  liable  to  this  imputatioo.  Tbrir  mo- 
tives, in  relation  to  this  omr  oi  a  commnlaiiMi 
for  half  pay  to  the  Kevdntioifery  offieen,  vera 
foir,  ana  their  conduct  just  and  boombk 
The  unworthy  suspicions  to  which  I  htn  re- 
ferred, must  nave  arisen  from  a  misqqir^Ms- 
sion  of  the  motives  which  induced  Coogroito 
require  the  assent  of  the  officers  to  tbe  acctfit- 
ance  of  the  commutation  offered  by  iM|}oriti«i 
of  their  respective  lines.  The  circnmataDCci 
disclose  satiiuiMttorily  what  these  motim  «m. 
The  officers  had  solicited  a  eonmuitstico  or 
payment  of  a  grosa  sum  in  exchsnge  for  tlie 
half  pay  for  hfe,  which  had  been  frmsti 
them.  Congress  was  willing  to  yidd  to  tbcir 
solicitattooa,  bat  it  was  found  difficult  tocfect 
this  object,  withoot  expodiq;  the  oae  pn^  v 
the  other  to  ii^nsUcfc  The  valne  of  tbe  wf 
pay  of  no  two  cf  the  officers  was  tbe  loie; 
and  it  was  impracticable  to  apportion  tbeeos- 
mutation  to  each  individual  case.  The  offiren 
as  well  as  Congress,  were  satisfied  thst  a  eaa- 
mutation  could  be  effected  f>nly  hj  fixing  npo 
an  avera^  value  of  the  half  pay  of  all  ^  offi- 
cers. This  would  secure  the  officers,  us  bodr, 
agunst  ii^BBtice,  but  it  would  not  eccotc  tba 
Government ;  because  if  Congress  offered  tlu> 
average  value  as  a  oommutotiiHi,  witbont  ai 
assurance  that  a  considerable  portioa  of  ilf 
officers  would  accept  it,  it  mi|^  hsfipca  diat 
only  the  dd  officers,  or  those  whose  cca^ 
tlona  ware  brokoii  by  disease!  or  irooMs. 
would  accept  it  Tbeae  nersoM  would  han 
received  a  commutation  far  beyond  whit,  a 
Jostice,  they  were  entitled  ta  To  gaard  afiti^ 
this  ii^ostice  to  the  public,  Ctmgress  mi  i«  ^ 
offioera,  We  will  give  you  five  years'  fnlln^ 
a  Uir  Knngi  valoe  ftf  your  half  ftif  BtSk,  ■ 
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M  eoDiidcmble  a  porUon  of  70a  win  oonwnt  to 
aeeept  tt  u  wiU  iflbrd  *  reaaonable  urannoe 
tbt  no  onwdermble  iqjostlw  wiU  ranlt  to 
inbHc  from  oar  offer.  This  was  the  sole  mo- 
tive which  indnoed  Oongreas  to  annex  to  their 
offiff  the  coaditicm  ttiat  the  offloera  shonld  de- 
cide upon  the  aoceptanoe  oi  the  emnmntation, 
)if  m^wities  in  their  respectiTe  lines.  The 
ondition  on  vhioh  the  offer  was  made,  was 
jost  sod  reasonable.  Its  object  was  to  gnard 
igiinst  iqjastiee,  and  not  to  do  ii^nstioe.  Ko 
poaable  injustice  oonld  restdt  to  the  officers 
Bom  this  condition.  It  impured  none  of  the 
rights  of  the  minoritx  who  should  not  see  fit 
to  sooept  the  eommntation.  It  was  not  oompnl- 
icrr,  Dor  did  it  impose  either  Ibrfeitore  or  pen- 
lity  npoD  those  who  should  r^eet  the  offer. 
tmr  pramifle  half  tar  life  rematned 
eqnaO  7  obligatiny  npon  the  Government  as  be- 
fm ;  and  C^nsreas  remained  botind  to  provide, 
ntd  nndonbtedly  wonld  have  provided  for  its 
payment.  All  the  evidence  we  have  tm  this 
nbject,  leads  to  the  oonclorion  that  the  officers 
irtepted  the  commntation,  not  beoanse  they 
wot  compelled  to  accept  it,  but  becaose  thej 
b^red  it  to  be  an  advantage  to  them.  This 
b  erident  from  the  admitted  fact  that  thej 
mdHj  and  generally,  if  not  tuianimoQal7,'ao- 
ceplxi  iL  Tne  committee  tella  as  that  nu^ori- 
tiea  in  the  lines  of  nine  Statea  aco^ted  the 
oommitatioo.  How  large  those  maiorttiea 
were,  does  not  appear ;  that  they  indnoed  all, 
or  neaiiy  all,  Hhe  officers,  is  fairly  presumable 
from  tbe  consideration  that  all  did  actaally  ac- 
cept the  commatation ;  and  that  there  is  no 
endanee  that  any  objections  were  made  to  its 
■ceeptmoe.  The  officers  of  the  four  remaining 
Stala  never  acted  by  lines  on  the  question  of 
tbe  acceptance  of  ^e  commutation.  They 
icted  inaividnally  on  tbisginestjon,  and  every 
one  of  them,  the  yonog  as  well  as  the  old,  with 

knowledge  that  they  were  at  liber^,  each 
me  for  himself,  to  accept  or  r^ect  the  commn- 
iittoa,  did  acc^t  it.  Can  evidence  of  a  volnn- 
tV7  ieoeptaooe  of  the  commntaUon,  more  con- 
dnrire  tban  tiiis,  be  offered  I  It  is  believed  to 
beimponible.  Tet,inthe  fine  of  all  thia  evt- 
URM  of  ibe  vcdontary  acceptance  oi  the  com- 
mnution  of  five  years'  fbll  pay,  in  exchange 
tor  hidf  pay  for  life,  by  at  least  more  than 
liiree-foarths,  if  not  all  these  officers,  this  bill 
pniTides  a  second  oommntation  for  all  the  rev* 
(^Qtionary  officcrii,  withont  discrimination.  I 
Md  be  ^ad  to  know  of  the  advocates  of  this 
biH,  aa  what  principle  it  is  that  those  officers 
Tbo  wlicited  the  commatation  for  their  half 
P>7>  vbo  voluntarily  and  individually,  each 
oan  acting  for  himself;  accepted  it,  believing  it 
to  be  a  fair  equivalent  for  that  half  pay,  is  now 
^  Keeive  a  second  commatation.  It  certainly 
nnpot  be  on  the  ground  either  of  legal  or 
^tible  oUigatim,  of  which  we  have  heard 

iDiMh  s^  It  has  been  said,  that  although 
cotDmrtanoes  indoced  the  officers  to  receive 
tbu  commutation  voluntarily,  yet  if  it  was  not 
•^•ViiTilMitfbr  the  half  paj  yielded  np  in  «e- 


diange  for  it,  the  Government  remaina  under 
an  eqoitd>le  oUigation  to  g^ve  them  aiL  addi- 
tional oommntationto  make  good  the  defidteuOT, 

Mr.  WooDBCBT  said,  that  the  relation  in 
which  he  stood  to  tbe  hoaorable  objects  <ff  Qua 
bill,  would  justify  him  in  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  objections  offered  against  it.  But  so  long 
had  the  debate  been  protracted,  he  should  have 
refindned  fttun  those  remarks  entirely,  had  not 
the  ^)eeoh  of  his  colleague  this  morning  con- 
vinced him,  tiiat  some  of  tbe  oppose rs  of  tiie 
measure  acted  under  a  total  miswprehetision  as 
to  a  few  of  the  material  facts.  Tbe  principles 
which  should  govern  the  measure,  might  well 
be  presomed  alu»  fiuniliar  to  all ;  but  tbe  pei^ 
tioular  ftcta  of  the  case  sorely  onelit  to  be  bet- 
ter known  to  thoae^  whose  parSndar  dn^  it 
had  been  to  make  a  critical  exunlnation  of  them. 

The  gentieman  from  Nwth  Carolina  ()ir^ 
ICaoon)  had  urged  mnch,  as  an  otjeetion  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  that  the  committee  themselves 
disagreed  concerning  the  grounds  on  which  its 
mentB  rested.  While  in  truth,  the  only  real  differ- 
enco  among  them  had  been,  that  one  member 
dwelt  more  strongly  on  one  reason,  and  another 
more  strongly  on  another  reason  for  its  adoption. 

But  very  far  was  it  from  the  intention  of 
himself;  or  his  able  friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Bbbbisx,)  in  advocating  the  chum  on  strict 
common  law  principles,  to  admit  that  it  eonld 
not  be  supported  also  on  principles  tbe  most 
liberal  and  equitable ;  while  it  waa  emuUy  &r, 
as  ha  beUeveo,  from  the  vieire  of  the  other  mem- 
bwa  of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Yak  Buben  and 
Mr.  HABBwnr,)  who  had  so  eloquenUy  pressed 
the  mere  equity  of  the  clmm,  to  admit  that  it 
was  not  also  well  'based  on  strict  common  law 
principles.  On  the  contrary,  if  a  radical  differ- 
ence had  existed  between  them,  it  would  still 
leave  the  measure  as  free  from  objection  on 
that  account  as  was  left  the  opposition  to  it. 
For  one  gentleman  formerly,  Qir.  MACoy,)  and 
indeed,  another  to-day,  (Mr.  Bell,)  had  insist- 
ed on  the  statute  of  limitations  in  bar  of  the 
claim,  while  the  Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Ttler)  properly  and  gallantiy  said  he  should 
scorn  to  take  advantage  of  that  atatnte.  Again, 
the  last  gentieman  had  inristed,  that  the  com- 
mutation act  was  legally  binding  and  compul- 
sory on  the  minority  as  well  as  majority ;  while 
my  colleague  to-day  frankly  acknowledges, 
that  it  was  binding  nn  nobody  who  did  not 
individually  and  freely  assent  to  its  provisions. 
The  difference  between  the  opponents  of  tbe 
bill  is  therefore  essential,  while  that  between 
its  friends  is  merely  nominal. 

Another  mistake  in  fact  has  been  urged  from 
one  or  two  quarters  against  the  bill,  namely, 
that  a  suit  at  law  could  not  be  sustained  on  the 
claim,  and  hence,  it  ought  not  to  find  favor. 
But  does  any  claim  ever  come  here,  on  which 
such  a  snit  could  be  sustained  ?  The  chief  rea- 
son  that  induces  every  private  claimant  to  pre^ 
sent  hia  petition  to  Congress,  is  that  lie  oonld 
not  obtain  redress  in  the  courts  of  law ;  and  if 
no  claimant  waa  to  be  listened  to  here,  who 
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oonld  not  succeed  at  law,  we  might  sweep  off, 
at  on&blow,  otir  whole  docket  of  priTate  dUIs. 
Again,  It  has  been  asked,  why  did  not  these 
petitioners  go  to  the  Departments  to  hare  their 
claims  andited  and  allowed,  if  they  ore  valid  I 
I  reply,  as  before,  if  nobody  is  to  be  relieved 
here,  who  cannot  get  relief  at  one  of  the  De-' 
partmenta,  at  once  rab  the  sponge  over  all  pri- 
vate applications ;  becanse  tiie  very  reason  for 
their  appearance  here,  is  that,  by  omissions  in 
the  existiDff  laws,  or  donbts  of  the  aocoimting 
officers,  twnu  cannot  be  obtidned  at  aqy  m 
the  Departments.  If  oUeotiwia  like  these  are 
to  8TW  against  flw  petitlra  now  under  conrid- 
eration,  let  them  ar^  against  all  petitioners, 
and  in  the  words  of  the  gentleman  irom  North 
Carolina,  let  all  b«  directed  to  eat  out  of  one 
spoon."  Why  did  we  not  say  to  the  merobants 
in  A.  D.  1816,  whose  honda  were  remitted,  Go 
to  yoar  action  at  law,  or  go  to  one  of  the  De- 
partments? Why  not  say  the  same  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  pnhlio  lands  so  liberally  relkved  a 
few  years  ago) 

The  annnity  tables,  when  formed  with  care,  are 
entitled  to  full  confidence,  and  famish  sufficient 
certainty  for  moneyed  calculations  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  common  life.  They  do  not  rest  on 
comectnres,  but  oa  long  and  patient  obeerration 
ana  on  records.  (See  W>  Quart  Ber.  4th  page.) 

I  have  a  table  iMfore  me,  where  of  ten  thon- 
sand  persons  bom  on  a  given  day,  so  fkr  fh)m 
all  hemg  swept  aw^  in  seven  years,  or  even  in 
foarteen,  (the  time  suppoiicd  by  the  other  gen- 
tieman,)  over  one-half  of  the  number  are  alivo 
after  thirty  years.  Again,  of  those  alive  after 
thirty  years  of  ago,  instead  of  all  disappearing 
after  seven  or  fourteen  years,  one-half  of  them 
are  alive  after  thirty-two  years.  The  table  is 
formed  in  a  healthy  country,  and  of  that  char- 
acter will  I  show  our  own  to  be,  notwithstand- 
ing the  argument  to  the  rantrary  to-day. 

The  hypothesis  of  tiie  committee,  that  the 
STerage  nge  of  the  officers  in  A.  D.  1788,  did 
not  exceed  thirty,  was  not  assumed  hastily,  as 
intimated :  it  was  not  adtqrted  without  foil  in- 
quiry, and  has  had  the  sanction  of  two  able 
cwiDiittees  of  the  other  House.  Taking  tiiat 
Ahh)  OS  a  fact  suffldentiy  well  established  for  this 
purpose,  tiie  committee  have  not  said,  as  my 
colleague  through  mistake  supposes,  that  the 
officers  wonld  live  only  fourteen  years.  They 
merely  mention  fourteen  years  as  the  shortest 
term ;  bnt  their  whole  calculations  and  argu- 
ments he  wonld  see,  had  he  examined  them 
with  his  usual  care,  are  grounded  on  the  posi- 
tion, that  they  were  likely  to  live  from  83  to 
84  years.  The  committee,  in  coming  to  that 
result,  do  not  say  that  they  adopt  implicitly  the 
taUea  cf  Dr.  Price,  or  do  they  even  refer  to 
him  at  all  In  their  report  Bnt  two  former 
eommittees  in  the  other  Honse,  have  taken  his 
tables  as  their  basis,  and  making  proper  allowr 
ances,  have  come  to  the  same  conrlnsion  with 
ourselves.  We  have  resorted  not  only  to  him, 
bnt  especially  to  Milne  on  Annuities,  which  is 
now  before  me,  and  fnm  which  I  have  before 


read.  I  will  take  the  liberty  again  to  md, 
and  from  his  calculations  to  rvpeat,  thit  ihe 
data  given  by  the  committee  are  correct  [Hr. 
W.  here  read  fiwm  Hihie*s  tables.]  Tht» 
tables  of  course  differ  some  years,  as  do  those 
of  Dr.  Price,  according  as  they  are  made  in 
different  latitudes;  in  large  towns  or  the  cotm- 
try,  and  within  the  last  60  years  or  before,  on 
account  of  the  introduction  oi  vaccination,  the 
improvements  in  education,  and  nnmenxu  Mfa- 
er  causes  whkh  reading  and  obBcnrattoo  will 
suggest  A  slight  diffwence,  when  kept  n  to 
the  different  sexes,  prevuls  Ukewise  in  sE  of 
these.— <8  Milne  Apx.  766.) 

But  take  the  healtiiiest  places  in  Enrop^ 
where  titese  tables  have  heen  formed  dor^ 
tlie  last  half  century,  and  the  probable  dm- 
tion  of  Ufe  at  80  years  of  age  is  tnch,  Oat  u 
annuity  tor  it,  would  not  differ  hey(Hid  i  ssaQ 
fraction  from  14  years^  purchase.  The  tsbles 
at  Carlisle  are  of  this  character.  Kot  as  nun; 
gentiemen,  with  a  dight  attention  to  the  sdi- 
Ject  £ave  supposed,  that  a  person  of  thit  ifn 
wonld  live  omy  14  years ;  bnt  probably  liv* 
about  84  years ;  and  hence  his  annoity  for  thit 
time  be  worth  now  in  a  gross  sum  14  times  its 
amount  Can  my  colleague  seriouiJy  contend, 
thafr  the  committee  have  erred  in  sopponag  tk 
healthioess  of  the  country  not  equal  to  tut  of 
Europe,  whore  tiie  great  mass  of  the  people 
ore  well  known  not  to  be  so  well  fed.  rfjehewd 
or  clothed  ?  Or  that  repubUcon  institDtiou  an 
less  favorable  to  long  life  than  monarctii«t 
Or  can  he  seriously  contend,  that  tfacM  cffinn 
at  thirty  years  of  ago  were  less  likelytolireknt^ 
tlian persons whohad been incivillifet  Inrefdj, 
should  I  conjectnre  merely  without  any  examins- 
tion  of  this  point,  the  conclusion  would  be  ntber 
more  obvious  and  natural,  that  perews,  haidened 
by  exposure  and  sefere  exertHm,  would  sfle^ 
wards  live  longer  than  persons  fai  ordinaiy  life 

But  without  any  claim  on  my  part  tonnnsul 
accuracy  or  deep  sdence  in  these  suljectB,  die 
committee  have  not  rested  tbdr  inwnref  oo 
mere  conjecture:  they  have  not,  I  bdiere, 
adopted  a  bans  "  utterly  improbable tor  in 
they  persons  whose  habits  have  led  them  ia 
their  official  duties  to  "  assume  essentia)  fscts.^ 
without  evidence.  The  invalid  pensqon  roll  of 
the  United  States  in  A.  D.  1826,  roosiftedtf 
8,690,  and  exhibited  only  fifty-eiaht  deslfas. 
In  A.  D.  1826,  of  8.806,  and  exhilatid  only 
forty-eight  deaths.  This  averages  abont  1  ra 
70,  and  is  among  a  r]a»  of  persons  not.  it  is 
believed,  less  than  80  years  old  on  an  arrnge; 
and  of  whom  all  have  seen  service  and  expefr 
enced  bodily  injuries.  Yet  it  phows  ptiM 
health  than  the  healthiest  tables,  in  either  FTtM 
or  Unne  in  Europe.  Again,  of  the  rcvolotiio- 
ory  soldiers  on  the  continental  line,  vho  sc 
placed  on  the  penMon  list  more  than  iiSw 
survive,  after  the  lapse  of  44  years  since  tU 
peace.  Thus,  instead  of  the  whole  baru« 
Deen  swept  away  in  7,  or  ev«  14  yean,  this 
1«^  number  remains  after  more  than  ax  tin>e< 
Tyean^  Even  of  these,  ased  and  decr^ " 
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tb^  an,  wHy  about  one  in  89  dies  oonnally, 
vmch  is  a  leas  mortdity  tban  the  aTerwe  Brit- 
ish standard  half  a  oentary  ago,  of  one  m  38  4^ 
ber  Thole  population.  Again,  the  gentleman 
vbo  last  addressed  the  Senate,  Qtr.  Bsli^)  con- 
leniU  that  if  this  country  were  as  healthj  as 
Borland,  and  the  officers  as  healthy  as  common 
ntiieiia  of  tiieir  age,  600,  instead  of  280, 
should  now  he  alire.  Thia  is  another  illnstra- 
of  the  mistakes,  attending  doubtless  on 
haste  and  partial  examination,  and  not  on  any 
persoool  pr^odice  or  censurable  motives.  The 
officers  ID  A.  D.  1788,  are,  to  be  sore,  supposed 
to  hare  been,  on  an  average,  80  yews  of  age ; 
ud  it  msf  that  if  all  wwe  ia  tmtli  no 
more  than  80  years  <M  at  that  time,  between 
400  and  500  would  or  should  now  survive, 
lodeed,  nuwe  tiun  380  may  be  aBve  at  this 
time,  though  no  more  have  been  asoertained. 
Bat  the  gentleman  forgets  that  a  otnrideralde 
number  of  them  were  in  fiiot  over  80 ;  not  a 
for  40,  60,  and  60,  and  oyerlooks  entirely,  that 
the  iQortaOty  in  44  years,  among  those  40  years 
old  and  upwards,  would  he  neany  double  more 
than  the  gain  in  life  as  to  the  numerous  officers 
Tbo  were  less  than  30  years  old. 

Ia  this  ^eat  I^>3e  of  time,  more  than  nine- 
teen-twentieths  of  those  only  40  years  old,  and 
the  whole,  save  one  or  two  of  those  over  40, 
Tonld  have  passed  the  allotted  age  of  man, 
nd  be  altogeUiOT  swept  frmn  existence ;  while 
only  aboot  three-lbnrths  of  those  exactly  80 
rem  old  wonld  have  died,  and  nearly  as  many 
of  thosB  81  or  85  years  old  wonld  have  died  as 
those  30  years  old.  Hence  the  average  ages, 
tfaoojtfa  a  oorreot  enongU  guide  as  to  life  in 
yaluiog  half  iMiy,  only  too  unfavorable  to  these 
mdividaal  petitioners,  is  manifestly  erroneous 
in  ascertuuing  how  many  survive,  when  44,  in- 
stead of  34  years,  has  els^tsed,  and  when  not  a 
proportion,  bnt  all  of  those  over  a  certain  age, 
hare  pn^Uy  perished. 

To  return  to  the  comparative  healthiness  of 
*11  oar  popnlation  in  this  country,  where  tables 
or  IsUa  of  mortality  have  been  kept :  the  nnm- 
ber  of  deaths  is  manifestly  much  fewer  thau 
in  the  same  population  in  England.  A  paper 
by  Dr.  BartoDf  in  the  8d  vol.  Philo.  Trans.,  42d 
page,  demoostrates  that  in  Pfailadelfdiia  the 
ouths  were  often  only  1  in  46 ;  and  in  Salem, 
Has.,  1  in  47;  while  in  this  city,  I  have  tlie 
data  before  me,  showing,  that  for  the  last  six 
7eara  they  have  averted  not  1  in  49.  In  the 
State  of  New  York  computations  have  been 
Dado  Tith  some  degree  of  accura(7,  that  the 
^«th3  do  not  average  over  1  in  72 ;  and  I  have 
kDorn  many  towns  in  New  Hampshire,  where 
they  have  been  for  many  years  less  than  1  in  80. 

Tiie  vote  being  taken  on  the  motion  oi  Ur. 
HiTxi,  to  fill  the  blank  with  $800,000^  was 
denied  in  the  native. 

Mr.  Sinra,  of  Marylandf  moved  to  fill  the 
■wnk  with  $600,000. 

Tt^qoastion  was  idso  decided  in  the  negative. 

Oamotim  of  Ifr.  £aiOT,ae  was  ordwed 
to  ha  on  the  table. 


VoHDAT,  Uaroh  17. 
Prevention  ^  J>m$rtie». 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Babsdoic,  the  Mil  to  pre- 
vent desertion  ia  the  Anny,  and  for  other  pni^ 
poses,  was  token  up — an  amendment  reported 
Dy  the  Committee  on  Military  Afilurs,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  original  bill,  being  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  HuBisoN  expluned  the  objects  of  the 
bilL  The  increase  which  it  would  affect  in  the 
pay  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
was  absolutely  necessary,  as  had  been  demon- 
strated by  the  great  number  of  desertions  which 
had  taken  plaoa  in  the  army  for  several  years. 
The  ad^ticHial  pay  of  the  solders  was  srad- 
aated  In  soch  a  manner,  as  to  prove  an  iadnoe- 
ment  for  Uiem  to  remidn  ia  the  service ;  rad  it 
was  found,  by  far  the  greater  number  <h  those 
who  deserted,  were  among  the  newly  enlisted. 
Thia  additioiud  pay  was  also  to  remain  in  iiM 
hands  of  the  Government,  until  the  expiration 
of  the  terms  for  which  they  eolisted,  as  a  pledge 
for  their  good  conduct.  The  bill  for  which 
this  was  a  substitute,  was  thought  liable  to  ob- 
jection on  account  of  the  increase  of  expen- 
diture which  it  would  require.  But  no  such 
objection  could  be  found  with  this,  as  the  ad- 
ditional expenditure  would  not  require  a  sum 
equal  to  that  lost  yearly  by  deseraons.  The 
average  loss  by  the  present  halnt  of  duertitm 
was  upwards  of  68,000  dollars.  The  incripase 
of  pay  provided  for  by  this  bill  is  67,000  dol- 
lars. Thus,  if  the  object  in  view  should  have 
been  effected,  $6,000  wonld  be  saved.  There 
were  two  instances  within  the  knowledge 
the  committee  of  individuals  who  had  enlisted 
five  times  within  1825  and  '6,  in  order  to  ob- 
tun  the  bounty  money.  By  the  arrangement 
now  proposed,  the  soldier  would  have,  at  the 
end  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  a  considerable 
sum  of  money.  This  was  considered  a  great 
inducement  to  honest  respectable  young  men 
to  join  the  army,  and  would  have  a  tendency 
to  elevate  the  condition  of  the  privates.  As  to 
the  non-oommisdoned  officers,  he  had,  on  a 
former  occasion,  endeavored  to  show  that  they 
were  worse  paid  in  our  army,  than  in  any  oi 
the  armies  in  the  European  nations,  from  whom 
we  borrowed  our  military  qrstem.  In  the 
French  service  there  was  aa  hitermediate  offi- 
cer between  the  commiaaioned  and  non-com- 
misuoned  officers,  known  as  an  adjutant  sub- 
officer,  who  did  the  duty  of  our  first  sei^eant 
and  who  were  respectively  paid.  IndeM,  all 
the  non-conunisuoned  officers  were  far  better 
paid  than  ours.  Comparing  the  pay  of  our 
officers  with  those  in  the  English  service,  it  was 
mnch  in  favor  of  the  Englisfa.  Besides,  ser- 
geants could  be  promoted :  and  in  the  Penin- 
sular war,  that  great  warrior.  Lord  Wellington, 
had  two  officers  in  each  company,  called  colors 
sergeante,  who  were  well  paid,  and  the  office 
was  considered  so  deslrabl^  that  it  was  mndt 
sought  after.  U  was  true,  the  present  bill  pro- 
posed no  anoharrangemeat;  bet  it  was  thought 
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that,  by  increasiDg  the  pay,  respectable  men 
would  be  willing  to  enter  the  army.  The  fifth 
section  of  the  bill  proposed  a  new  principle  in 
oar  army ;  and  the  reasons  for  it,  he  would 
briefly  state.  Several  of  onr  subordinate  posts 
were  sitnat«d  at  a  gi'eat  distance  from  the  oom- 
nandlng  officer.  The  oonsequence  waa,  that, 
often,  when  a  sddier  had  be^  gniltj  of  some 
trivial  ofi^ioe,  he  was  necessarily  kqit  In  piisrai 
for  a  long  pmod  of  time^  nntil  a  Court  Martial 
could  be  convened,  or  he  could  be  sent  to  a 
distance  to  be  tried.  It  was,  therefore,  thought 
advisable  to  allow,  on  snch  occasions,  the  com- 
mander of  thepo^to  asaemble  Courts  Martial  for 
the  trial  of  offences  committed  in  the  garrison. 
This  was  highly  recommended  by  the  inspectors 
of  the  army,  in  their  ezaminatiooa  last  year. 
There  was  another  novelty  in  the  bill  which 
arose  from  a  similar  necessity.  "Where  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  commissioned  officers  were  not 
stationed  at  a  post  to  coostitute  a  Court  Mar- 
tial, it  was  proposed  to  call  in  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer  to  complete  the  number.  He  be- 
lieved this  was  common  in  the  French  service. 
There  could  be  no  danger  in  adopting  the  sys- 
tem, and  it  would  obviate  many  difficulties. 
Hany  non-commissioned  officers  were  men  of 
ohanoter  and  inteUigence,  and  when  their  pay 
should  have  been  increased,  a  higher  grade  of 
men  would  be  willing  to  take  the  office,  and 
the  rank  would  be  niaoed  on  a  better  footing. 
Bestdes,  when  they  found  a  principle  adopted 
in  monarchical  Govemm^ta,  that  would  al- 
low the  advancement  of  the  nonH»>mmis^on- 
ed  officers,  they  could  safely  rely  upon  its 
having  been  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  the  ser- 
Tioe. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Cbasvusb  said,  that,  for  many  years, 
Congress  had  gone  on  increasing  the  expense 
of  the  army,  by  bec^ning  with  the  pay  of  the 
lower  officers,  and  bringing  it  up  so  near  to  the 
next  higher  grade,  that  it  soon  became  neces- 
sary to  r^se  that  also.  Ho  thought  raising  the 
pay  of  the  first  sergeants  from  10  to  IG  dollars 
was  too  great  a  change.  He  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  18  dollars. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Chaitdleb  was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Hatne,  to  strilro  out  the 
section,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

IntenuU  Tmproemenk 

The  Senate  considered  the  bill  to  erant  cer- 
tain relinquished  and  unappropriated  lands  to 
the  State  of  Alabama,  for  tne  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee,  Ooosa, 
Cahawoa,  and  Black  Warrior  Rivers. 

Mr.  HcKmLST  said,  that  this  bill  had  been 
presented  hy  him,  in  anticipation  of  a  memorial 
of  the  Le^slature  of  Alabama,  which  had  since 
been  received,  and  in  accordance  with  which 
the  committee  had  reported  some  amendments. 
It  was  scarcely  necessary  for  him  to  urge  upon 
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the  Senate,  the  importance  of  the  proposti 
improvements ;  and  ne  hoped,  ere  tins,  to  bin 
been  able  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  the  Bqwrt 
of  the  £nmneer  Beparbnent,  upon  the  som^ 
which  hiul  been  niade  last  year.  Bottheill 
health  of  the  person  whoso  duty  it  was  to  dnv 
up  the  Bep<^  had  prevented  him  from  per  j 
forming  it.  He  woud  merely  state,  that  tbe  ! 
popnl^cra  above  the  lam  M usde  fiboali^  or  . 
the  Tennessee  BiTOT,  haa  no  advantage  of  tk  | 
navigation  of  the  river,  exo^t  during  a  fbort  j 
period  in  each  vear,  when  the  waters  wen  to-  ' 
commonly  hinu    The  plan  of  improraMt  , 
was  practicawB,  and  promised  moat  bcDeficiil  | 
results.   The  large  shoal  was  ten  miles  long; 
and  the  river,  at  that  pointy  mread  itself  frpm 
one  mile  to  two  miles  in  widtn,  obstmeted  b; 
islands  and  rocks.   The  shore  iras  a  hi^  "bbiS, 
and  two  or  three  streama  emptied  into  the  Tea- 
nessee,  which  would  be  Boffieimt  feedm  for 
the  prqjected  canal.  The  plan  was,  to  thror  i 
wall  along  the  blnf^  hereby  formhig  a  Dsnp- 
ble  canal.  The  opense  for  improvite  this  f»: 

Xmust  necessarily  be  grnt.  There  Ten  | 
r  points  of  less  Impwtance,  and  vUA 
would  cost,  comparatively,  but  small  cunts.  A 
angle  glance  at  the  mi^  must  cmvince  mr  one 
of  the  great  importance  of  this  plsn  to 
Tennessee^  Missouri,  and  Alabuna.  He  hoped 
that  the  same  kind  of  appropriatioD  of  ]^ 
would  be  made,  as,  during  the  laet  Fe»»a, 
was  made,  for  canals  in  Illin<us  and  Indim 
He  knew  that  there  had  been  much  «ffitio- 
versy  upon  the  powers  of  Congress  to  mkt 
improvements  in  the  interior;  and  that  ti« 
doctrine  was  held  by  scrnie,  that,  altbongfa  H*!  . 
had  the  power  to  improve  the  sesbiMrd  vj 
widening  channels,  erecting  breskwatns,  an  | 
clearing  out  harbor^  th^coold  not  go  into  the  , 
inland  seotioos  ot  the  coontiy  and  perionn  the  i 
same  offices,  by  Improving  riven^  maldiig  nadi  i 
and  canals,  &G.  It  appewed  tiut  UwhomB&i 
on  this  question,  arose  out  of  the  etmttA  for 
State  Rights.   It  was  a  qnesticii  dueflr  ni»d 
by  the  old  States.   But  it  was  one  in  vhidi 
the  various  sections  of  the  country  were  «A 
equally  interested.   It  woold  be  obsmed,  tbil 
the  veiy  condition  on  which  tiie  neir  SttUf 
were  admitted  into  the  Union  was,  tbst  tbtT 
should  have  no  sovereigntry  over  the  hadi- 
The  lands  were  owned  by  ute  United  States: 
we,  of  the  new  States,  have  no  antboriiy  o^ff 
them ;  and  I  ahould  suppose  that  Aoee  vto 
are  the  strictest  in  thnr  constmctioD  oi  Ae  j 
constitution,  would  find  no  difficult  in  grsat- 
ing  the  public  domain  fcv  poiposee  lihe  thfsc  I 
pomted  out  in  the  bill.   It  was  an  evety-^? 
practice  for  the  United  States  to  proeente  ic-  , 
dividoals  for  trespasses  on  the  land  owiKd  I5  j 
the  General  Government — nor  by  these  prc^ 
ceedings  was  it  pretended  that  the  soverei^ 
of  the  States  was  invaded.    There  fff^ 
therefore,  no  oltJectioa  to  the  ^PP^^"^'^'^'^^ 
these  lands  to  improving  the  oooidry  in 
they  lie.   In  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  Tokt^ 
States  now  h^  between  twen^-ei^t 
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tTcntj-Dine  millions  of  acres,  the  Indian  ttUe 
to  which  had  not  jet  been  extingnished.  On 
tin  Booth  Bide  of  the  lUrer  Tennessee,  in  the 
nmitf  of  Mnsde  Bhoola,  tiiere  was  an  im- 
mense tract  of  pnblio  lands,  oompri^ng  neariy 
tba  wtiole  «f  ue  eomi^  of  Jaokson.  There 
were  abolMge  tracts  on  the  north  iidefrf  the 
rirer,  oeoi^ied  ddefljr  hj  the  Indians.  There 
coold  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  for  the  intMvit 
a  the  United  States,  that  the  aooess  to  and 
from  ttoae  lands  shonld  be  improred.  It  would 
flpen  ihxm  to  new  and  iocrMsed  settlementa, 
M  frwn  tiie  extent  and  iniTM>rtance  of  the  im- 
prorement  proposed,  it  would  stand  among  the 
nnt  works  of  a  national  character. 

Hr.  MoBLX  was  understood  to  say  that  it  was 
not  cnstomary  to  pass  bills  of  this  description 
Tidiont  baring  the  estimates  to  go  upon.  But, 
u  to  the  constitutional  power,  he  did  not  know 
boY  it  was  that  the  constitution  raad  differ- 
entlj  in  lUoe  and  AlabamiL  How  was  It  that 
^  had  •  perfect  right  to  make  a  nuUtary 
nad  in  Ibdne^  and  no  shadow  of  power  to 
mab  a  oaual  in  Alabamaf  He  wonld  ask 
idiat  danse  in  the  oonstitntion  authorized  the 
eoQstroction  of  &  military  roadf  There  was 
BO  nek  dense.  Bnt,  then,  it  was  done  under 
tbt  power  of  regulating  the  army.  It  was  easy 
cDoi^  to  conrtnie  the  oonstitution  when  this 
tnad  was  to  be  constructed.  When  Eenne- 
beck,  or  Sennebonk,  or  whatever  it  might  be 
called,  was  interested,  the  leaves  of  the  coosti- 
ta^ya,  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Maine's 
iernples  were  to  be  fonnd,  were  frozen  leather 
his  Dorthem  predilections.  It  has  been 
vpmi  that  th«  benefits  of  imworement  had 
Mt  been  equally  bestowed.  Tbb  gentleman 
from  Mbr&  Oanilinn  onupUaed  that  hts  state 
bad  reomved  nothing.  But  said  Hr.  H.,  we 
csimot  ^Te  them  any  thing  if  they  will  not  ask 
it— ahhongh  I  belioTe  there  is  a  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  for  an  outlet,  or  an  inlet,  I  do 
not  recoUeot  which,  In  that  State.  He  was  for 
it  He  would  vote  for  assistance  wherever  it 
vas  wanted.  He  was  friendly  to  the  wishes  of 
Alabama ;  and  wonld  as  soon  vote  for  the  canal 
they  stand  in  need  of  as  for  the  militwT'  road 
in  Maine.  He  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Vuie  would  get  up  in  his  place,  and  enlighten 
lum  as  to  the  difference  oi  the  oraistitution  in 
nw  Stide  and  in  anothw.  For  his  own  part 
be  cn^dered  the  operation  nnlform.  He  did 
not  wish  to  hare  the  oonatitntion  always 
broQgbt  in,  untU  It  dioold  at  last  be  eatoi  up 
Tith  talking,  and  be  considered  of  little  im- 
portance from  everlasting  recurrence  to  it.  He 
believed  that  some  of  those  whose  consciences 
wen  Bo  tender,  might  be  sincere ;  but  his  prin- 
cipie  was,  to  extend  equal  benefits  to  all  parts 
of  the  country.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  told, 
whenever  appropriations  were  proposed,  that 
there  was  no  State  hut  Maine  in  which  the 
toostitotion  operated,  and  that  its  particnlar 
povince  was  somewhere  about  Kennebeck  or 
Keonebonk.  He  wanted  to  extend  the  benefit 
«f  the  eouttetioa  to  aU  tba  difflteant  iMtkios 


of  the  country.  If  not,  abolish  it  at  once,  and 
get  rid  of  this  eternal  dilute  upon  it 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  that  he  should  deem  it  his 
duty  to  vote  against  this  hill,  as  he  did  for 
those  making  ^>propriation8  for  the  Illinois 
and  Indiana  canals.  The  doctrine  which  he 
held,  had  been  fimno-ly  expressed  in  this 
House,  against  ^propriations  by  the  General 
Govermnent  for  toe  purooses  of  Internal  Inb- 
provement.  Thw  were,  ne  knew,  uniia^ion^ 
Die  doctrines.  But  these  considerations  he 
now  discarded ;  and  put  his  opposition  to  the 
bill  upon  a  different  ground  altogether.  He 
objected  to  it  becaose  it  was  a  direct  violation 
of  the  compact  entered  into  at  the  admission  of 
Alabama  into  the  Union.  The  grant  of  the 
Territory  to  the  United  States,  was  not  an  un- 
conditional grant.  What  was  the  object  of 
this  bill!  It  was  an  unconditional  grant  to 
the  State  of  Alabama  of  a  quantity  of  Und,  for 
thepeeuUar'benefltof thatStMte.  Bythearti- 
oles  ci  oesrion  betwew  Geoi^a  and  tiie  Uidted 
States,  it  was  agreed  that  t£ose  lands  shonld 
remain  as  a  common  ftind  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  Georgia  induded;  and  it  was 
added,  in  that  instrument,  that  they  shonld 
"  be  futhfnlly  disposed  of  for  no  other  pnr- 
poses."  The  question  tiien  presented  by  tliis 
bill,  was,  does  it  violate  the  artides  of  cession  f 
We  are  about  to  dispose  of  this  land.  How  7 
Are  we  applying  it  to  the  common  use  of  the 
United  States,  Gaoi^  induded;  and  for  no 
other  purpose}  Ko.  I  say  it  is  to  be  disposed 
for  the  benefit  of  Alabama,  and  for  no  other 
part  of  tiie  country  whatever.  He  knew  that 
It  would  be  said,  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  ot 
the  United  Statea,  because  it  wonld  increase 
the  price  itf  the  public  lauds,  and  promote  tiieir 
settlement ;  and  that  Georaia  would  share  in 
these  advantages^  That  this  was  a  fallacions 
method  of  reasoning  and  similar  to  that  which 
was  always  resorted  to,  when  the  violation  of 
any  compact  was  contemplated.  He  wished 
tiie  genUeman  who  had  introduced  this  bill  to 
tkke  up  the  artides  v£  cession,  and  satisfy  him- 
self relative  to  the  compact  between  Georgia 
and  the  General  Government 

Mr.  RiTooLEs  spoke  in  favor  ot  the  bill.  He 
oonsidered  the  improvements  proposed  by  it  as 
interesting  to  the  whole  Union,  and  compared  it 
to  fortifications,  which  might  be  erected  for  the 
defence  of  some  particular  dty ;  but  also  con- 
tributed to  the  protection  of  the  whole  country, 

Mr.  MoKmxT  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a 
provision  for  exempting  all  persons  in  the  service 
of  tiie  Unitni  States,  and  the  citizens  of  all  other 
States  in  the  Union,  frwn  tolls,  unless  authorized 
by  an  act  of  Congress;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kino  moved  to  fill  two  blanks  in  the 
bill,  so  as  to  enjoin  upon  the  State  of  Alabimia 
to  commence  the  prosecution  of  the  works 
within  two  years,  and  to  complete  it  within 
ten  years.   Agreed  to. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, was  briefly  advocated  by  Mr.  Benton  and 
^poaedhyMr.CoiB;  wheathaquestiMibtfng 
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taken  on  engrossine,  it  was  deciding  in  Ute  af- 
firmative  hy  the  foUowing  vote : 

YxAB, — ^Xesflffl.  Barton,  BatenuiD,  Benton,  Bou- 
Hgny,  Ctuse,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnston  of  Loiusiana,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Uc- 
Klnlej,  Harks,  Koble,  Bobbins,  Bowan.  Rsgglea, 
Badlh  of  Marjbnd,  Webster,  White,  WilUama— SI 

IfATS. — HesBTS.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
IHckenon,  U aeon,  Farris,  Seymour,  Smith  of  South 
Gandina,  Tkxewell,  Tyler,  Willey,  Woodbwy— 18. 

Wbdnzsdat,  Haroh  26. 
GraduaUon  of  ihe  Price  of  th«  PtMio  Zandi. 

The  bin  for  the  gradnation  of  flw  iwioes  of 
ptibtio  lands,  was  taken  np. 

Hr.  UoKniuT  vaA:  The  gnat  interest  ftlt 
by  the  people  of  Alabama  in  the  fite  ct  this 
sabject  made  it  his  doty  to  ofifer,  to  the  con- 
sidermon  of  the  Senate,  his  vievs  npon  the 
varlons  provisions  of  the  bill,  oooneoted  vith 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Hbndbioks.) 

The  biU  contains,  sud  Ur.  MoE.  what  I  oon- 
eeive  to  be  a  wise  and  salutary  chan^  in  the 
mode  of  selling  the  public  lands ;  and  it  is  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  to  confine  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  Territories  of  the  United 
Btates,  and  to  cede  in  full  property  to  the 
States  the  public  lands  within  their  limits. 

Sir,  I  am  folly  apprised  of  the  difficulties  I 
have  to  enoonoter  on  this  robject  The  strong 
partialis  at  the  Senate  for  the  present  system 
has  been  too  often  manifested  to  leare  a  doubt 
on  that  point,  bnt  the  difficnlty  and  embarrass- 
ment is  greatly  increased  in  advocating  the 
amendment,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  that 
the  United  States  shall  have  no  constitntional 
right  or  claim  to  the  lands  in  the  new  States. 
Here  I  have  to  encounter  the  long  preconceived 
opinions  of  many  of  the  Senators,  the  inflaence 
01  an  established  system,  long  in  practice,  and 
the  force  of  precedent.  Under  these  oircnm- 
stanoes,  it  wiU  not  be  smprising,  if  some  of  the 
docbnnea,  which  duty  requires  me  to  advocate, 
shovdd  be  regarded  by  some  as  wild,  viuonary, 
and  nntenabw.  Let  HuA  be  h  it  mur,  they 
are  tbe  rwalt  of  the  most  mature  and  delib- 
erate reilection  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  a 
Bul^ect  of  so  mnoh  political  and  peeaniary  im- 
portance. I  have  long  entertained  the  opiniw 
that  tlie  United  Btates  cannot  hold  land  in  any 
State  aS  the  Union,  except  for  the  pnrposes 
ennmerated  in  the  constitution ;  and  whatevw 
right  they  had  to  the  soil  whUe  the  country 
remained  under  territorial  governments,  passed 
to  the  States  formed  over  ^e  same  territory  on 
their  admission  into  the  UnioUf  <m  an  equal 
footing  with  the  old  States. 

A  slight  attention  to  the  history  and  character 
of  this  Government,  will  sa^y  the  ipost  scep- 
ticid,  that  the  United  States  did  not,  as  t  Gor- 
emment,  under  the  artidea  <tf  oonfederatwn, 
acquln)  by  oonqnest  fnm  Great  Britain,  any 
title  to  waste  and  unqmrnffiated  lands  (fw- 
merly  called  Grown  laniuO  lying  within  the 
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chartered  limits  of  any  of  the  parties  to  that 
leagne  or  oompaot.  Whatevw  im^t  haTe  bm 
the  opinicms  or  wishes  of  tome  the  Stata 
npon  the  subject,  it  is  obviotts  that  it  was  Mt 
the  opinion  of  the  Congrees  of  that  day,  tliat 
the  United  States  would  (in  the  event  of  eattm 
attending  the  war  in  which  they  were  then  to- 
gi^ed)  M  entitled  to  these  lands.  If  socb  had 
been  the  opinion  of  Congress,  why  did  they 
pass  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  September, 
1760,  asking  that  as  a  favor  which  tiiey  ni^  j 
demand  as  a  rights  On  the  contrary,  it  was  ' 
then  believed  that  the  States  would,  in  virtue  | 
of  their  sovereignty,  succeed  to  all  the  ri^ts  of  I 
the  crown  over  these  lands,  if  they  snoxcded 
in  the  eetabUshing  thwr  independence.  Aai 
this  doctrine  has  oeen  taSj  snstaiiMd  ^  tbe 
opinims  ot  the  Bnprana  Court  of  the  Xfailed 
States,  in  the  cases  of  Ilfltcher  and  Fed^  aod 
Johnston  and  Mcintosh,  As  the  resolation  re- 
ferred to,  and  the  subsequent  jwocee^Dgs  ante 
it,  form  the  bans  of  right  now  exercised  om 
the  public  lands  by  the  United  States  irithin 
the  new  States,  it  will  be  proper  to  examine  the 
resolution,  thecessicm  by  Virginia  to  the  United 
States  of  her  waste  and  unapprofniated  landi 
north-west  of  the  Ohio  River,  the  ordinante  of 
Congress  of  1837,  and  tlie  cession  by  Geoixia 
to  the  United  SUtes  in  the  year  1803.  By  ub 
resolution  Congress  requested  the  States  hanng 
waste  and  unapproprisSted  lands  in  the  Vetoi 
country,  to  make  liberal  cesrions  to  ^  Fflioi ; 
and  promised  that  the  lands  so  ceded,  dioald 
be  dunraaed  of  fat  the  common  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  and  be  settled  and  fonned  into 
distinot  republican  States,  whidi  States  fbosU 
become  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  ui 
have  the  same  rights  of  soverrin^,  frecdeo, 
and  independence,  as  the  other  Stalcik  1  nd. 
Laws  U.  S.  p.  475. 

Virginia,  with  that  spirit  of  patiiotisa  vn 
liberality  which  characterizes  all  her  public 
acts,  granted  this  request,  by  conveying  to  tbe 
United  States  all  her  waste  and  un^qinwnatad 
lands  northwest  of  the  OhioBiver.  Bd  tbe 
same  patriotism  which  induced  this  great  ncri- 
fbU  of  intmst  on  the  part  <tf  Vinink  indiHcd 

her  to  secure,  as  &r  as  pnetioaUe,  the  aorv- 
cign^,  freedom^  and  independence  of  the  States 
thus  to  be  crested.  And,  therefore,  in  the  ait 
of  the  Vii^ia  L^ialatnre  and  the  deed  ef  m*- 
sion,  the  annt  Is  made  upon  this  exi«ca  ecadi- 
tion :  "That  is  to  say,  upon  tUs  ooodiiion, 
that  the  territory  so  ceded  ahall  be  laid  out  lod 
formed  into  States  oontuning  a  suitable  extent 
of  Territory ;  not  leas  than  one  bandied  w* 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  will  aonut; 
and  that  the  States  so  formed  shaU  bediatiKt 
republican  States,  and  admitted  mcanbas  «f  the 
Federal  Union,  having  the  same  ri^aKJ^ 
errign^,  freedom,  m  indqtendeiiM,  as  nc 
other  States."  After  the  ezeoatkia  cfthbdeM 
of  cesdon,  Coogreas  thoi^iit  pn^,  on  the  l«u 
of  July,  lT87,topaasanordiiiaBcelbrtbeGOT- 
emment  of  the^erritory  northwest  cftheCw 
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in  which  the  terms  and  conditions  expressed  in 
tbe  deed  of  cession  ore  essentially  altered,  end 
the  followiog  restricted  tenns  for  the  admlssioD 
<tf  these  new  States  into  the  Unim,  are  enact- 
ed: "The  legislatures  (tf  these  diatriotaorneir 
States  ahali  never  interfere  with  the  primary 
dlspossl  of  the  scnl  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled^  nor  with  nnj  regulations 
CoDgrea  may  find  necessary  for  securing  the 
title  in  sach  soil  by  the  bona  fide  porchaser. 
No  tax  afaftU  be  imposed  on  the  land,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States."  "  The  navuable 
waters  leading  into  the  Mississippi  ana  Bt 
Uwrence,  and  tbe  carrying  places  between  the 
aune,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever 
free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  terri- 
tories as  to  tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  tboae  of  any  other  States  that  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  confedersoy,  without  any  tax, 
in^HMt,  or  daty  ther^br."  By  this  article  of 
tbe  w^muiee,  Oongrees  vtolated  the  compact 
with  Virvinia.  The  conditions  contained  in 
tbe  act  c»  tbe  legislatnre  and  deed  of  cession, 
■rs  entirely  disregarded;  and  new,  contra- 
dictory conditions  imposed,  apon  the  people  of 
the  territory.  Sir,  Congress  had  no  power  to 
disoge  or  alter  these  conditions,  not  even  with 
tbe  consent  of  Virginia;  becaose  tliey  were 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  who  were  to 
become  citizens  of  these  new  States.  Those 
w1k>  liad  parchased  land  from  the  United  States, 
and  settled  there  nnder  this  compact,  and  for 
whose  Govemmont  this  ordinance  was  intend- 
ed, had  a  vested  right  in  those  conditions; 
which  eoahl  not  be  divested  by  one  or  both  of 
Hit  original  parties  to  the  compact.  Therefore, 
thtt  portion  of  the  ordinance  was  wholly  void 
and  inoperative,  which  changed  the  conditions 
of  adroission. 

Sir,  I  have  already  shown,  that  all  the  States 
of  the  Cidon,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  became 
tovereign  and  independent ;  and,  in  virtne  of 
their  sovereignty,  were  entitled  to  all  the  waste 
and  Doappn^riatad  lands  within  their  limits. 
I  have  shown  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Old  Oongresa:  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Bn- 
prente  Conrt.  It  follows,  then,  as  a  necessary 
OKidoNon,  that  some  of  the  rights  of  sover- 
eignty to  which  the  old  States  were  entitled, 
tu  new  States  have  been  deprivcHi  of,  by  ex- 
tenduig.tbelr  reatrioted  ccmditiona  of  the  ordi- 
Banoe  of  1787  to  their  admlsrion. 

All  the  writers  on  public  law,  the  ablest 
Jurists  of  ancient  and  modem  times,  agree  that 
sovereignty  is  necessarily  and  inseparably  con- 
Mrted  wiUi  the  territory  and  right  of  soil  over 
which  it  is  exercised.  So  essential  is  this  right, 
that  sovereignty  cannot  exist  withont  it.— Vat- 
H 165— 112 — 99.  By  the  conditions  on  which 
the  new  States  were  admitted  into  the  Union, 
thef  have  been  deprived  of  the  right  of  dis- 
po^ng  of,  or  in  any  manner  interfering  with 
^  diqiosition  of  the  public  land,  or  any  r^u- 
IstioDB  that  OoDgress  may  choose  to  make  for 
McnriDg  to  the  purchasers  any  title  it  might 
««»  to  grant;  th»y  ham  been  deprived  of 


taxing  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
for  any  length  of  time  they  may  choose  to  with- 
hold it  from  sale;  they  have  been  deprived, 
forever,  of  the  rinit  of  coUeotiiig  tolls  npon 
their  own  navigable  watOTS,  althoogh  they  may 
improve  their  navlgaUon  at  their  own  expense ; 
■aa  of  the  ri{^t  m  charging  tolls  for  tnmpike 
roads,  which  they  may  make  between  those 
waters.  Under  uiese  drcumstances,  can  any 
one  aaj  that  the  new  States  have  tbe  same 
rights  of  sovereign^,  flwedom,  and  Independ- 
enoe  as  the  old  ? 

Sir^  the  creation  of  a  sovereign  State  over 
this  territory  with  the  consent  of  Congress, 
was  of  itself  a  transfer  of  the  whole  title  to  the 
land,  and  right  of  domain  of  the  United  States 
to  the  new  States.  If  it  would  not  have  had 
that  effect,  why  annex  these  restrictions  upon 
their  sovereigntv  to  the  acAa  of  admisnont 
The  very  iwcesnty  which  Induced  tiw  Umted 
States  to  paw  tiie  ordinance  of  1767,  and  the 
subsequent  acta  extendhig  its  conditions  to 
other  States  admitted  into  the  Union,  proves 
that,  without  these  restrictions,  the  new  Stat^ 
would  have  been  entitled  to  all  the  land  witbm 
their  limits,  and  all  other  rights  of  eminent  do- 
main. I  have  shown  that  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  was  a  violation  of  the  compact  with  Vir- 
ginia. I  wiU  now  endeavor  to  show  that  the 
ordinance  was  repealed  and  superseded  by  that 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  even  if  it  had 
been  consistent  with  the  compact  with  Virgiuia, 
and  valid  under  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Before  any  of  these  new  States  were  organ* 
ized,  or  admitted  into  tbe  Union,  a  new  era  in 
the  pditical  history  4^  the  United  States  oc- 
curred. The  aitictea  of  oonfederation  were 
found  to  be  wholly  tneompetmit  to  effect  the 
nation^  purposes  for  whitm  they,  were  deign- 
ed ;  and  It  became  necessary  to  new  model  the 
General  i^nd  State  Governments.  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  formed  in  1787* 
and  adopted  by  the  requi^to  number  of  States 
in  1788.  By  this  constitution,  the  States  con- 
ferred apon  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  all  the  national,  and  as  much  of  the  mu- 
nicipal sovereignty,  as  they  deemed  necessary 
for  the  great  purposes  of  foreign  intercourse 
and  national  defence.  The  rendne  ot  the  mn- 
nicipal  aovereignty  was,  by  the  10th  article  <tf 
the  amendments  to  the  constitntion,  reserved 
to  the  States,  or  to  the  people.  Tlie  States 
fearing  what  might  be,  and  now  is,  called  a  lib- 
eral construction  of  the  new  c<Histitnti<m,  might, 
by  the  inflarace  of  implication,  result  in  a  con- 
solid^d,  instead  of  a  confederated  Govern- 
ment, suggested  and  carried  this,  among  other 
amendments.  By  this  amendment,  it  is  ex- 
pressly dedared,  that  "  The  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States,  by  this  constitntion, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 
This  provision  plainly  fixes  the  boundaries  of 
national  and  State  power :  where  one  ends  the 
other  be^ns;  and  when  taken  in  connection 
with  the  powers  granted  to  the  United  States, 
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ind  tikow  lot^iiUtod  to  the  States,  famuhei 
an  unerring  rale  of  oonBtnietdcm  of  the  whole 
insbmnent ;  vhioh,  if  adhered  ta  will  forever 
keep  the  Federal  and  State  Goremmenta 
vitnin  their  proper  orbits ;  and  the  exercise  of 
power  bj  either,  within  its  legitimate  channels. 
It  is  impoarible  to  avoid  error  of  ccmBtmction 
if  ^e  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
garded (as  it  nuMt  f^aentl/  is,  by  American 
statesmen)  as  famishing  the  wh<de  fundamen- 
tal law  governing  the  action  d  the  Federal 
Government.  The  constitations  of  the  several 
States  forms  as  ranch  a  part  of  the  great  code 
of  constitutional  law,  as  the  OonstituUon  of  the 
United  States.  The  latfw  is  hot  an  emana^ 
of  the  formw,  and  dm>end&  essentfaJly  fbr  the 
eharaoter,  extent,  and  exerdae  ita  powers^ 
upon  B  correct  understanding  of  the  pow^  re- 
served to  the  States.  The  SUtes  intended  to 
grant  no  power  to  the  United  Btates,  that  they 
eould  ezeroise,  aeparately,  thenuelvea.  The 
creation  of  this  Government  was  the  result  of 
necessity,  and  not  of  choice.  There  was  no 
municipal  power  that  the  Btates  could  not  ex- 
ercise ;  and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to 
confer  upon  the  United  States  any  such  power, 
except  so  far  as  it  became  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  exercise  of  national  power,  u  this  view 
of  the  subject  be  correct,  we  must  agree  that  tiie 
United  States  have  no  power  to  hold  land  in 
any  of  the  States,  to  restrain  the  States  from 
taxing  tbe  land,  team  controlling  die  navigable 
waters  and  pnluio  hi^ways  within  their  juria- 
dieUons,  unless  such  jwwwia  expressly  granted 
by  tiie  constitntion.  The  only  of  jwwer 
upon  this  subject,  is  to  be  found  in  the  enumer- 
ation of  the  powers  of  Congress,  in  the  8th  sec- 
tion of  the  1st  article,  in  these  words :  "  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  exercise  exdusive 
fegi^ation,  in  all  oases  whatsoever,  over  such 
district,  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,)  as 
may,  by  cession  of  particalar  States,  and  the 
acceptuiee  ot  Ooneress,  become  the  seat  of 
Government  of  the  United  Stales  -,  and  to  exw- 
cise  like  autiiority  over  all  places  purchased  bv 
consent  of  the  Legislature  m  the  State  in  whiw 
the  earoe  shall  be,  for  the  srectltHk  (rf  fbrts, 
magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yard  a,  and  othw 
needfol  bwldings."  So  much  mnnidpal  sov- 
er^gnty  over  tbe  soil  within  the  Staies,  and 
no  more,  was  deemed  necessary  for  national 
purposes ;  and  thus  far,  it  has  been  found  am- 
ply student.  The  power  to  purchase  land  for 
the  erection  of  "  other  needM  bidldinga,"  than 
those  specified,  authorizes  the  purchase  of  land 
for  navy  yards,  custom  houses,  court  houses, 
Jiuls,  Ac.  Here,  the  whole  power  Congress 
to  hold  land  within  a  State  of  the  Union,  or  to 
make  compacts  with  a  State  for  land,  ends ; 
and  here,  luso,  terminates  the  exdndve  leglda- 
tive  power  of  Congress  over  land  within  the 
Bti^;  unless  these  powers  ean  he  derived 
from  the  power  granted  to  Oongress  to  adndt 
new  States  into  the  Unlw.  That  is  a  simple 
and  unomiditional  grant  In  these  words: 
"New  Btatea  may  be  admitted  by  the  Coo- 
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grass,  into  the  UukMi.**  In  the  same  seotiin, 
Confess  Is  restruned  from  Mcctiiu  a  anr 
State  within  the  Juris^eUoD  of  any  other  8ttfe, 
or  forming  a  State  by  the  junction  cS  tvo  or 
more  States,  without  the  consent  of  the  Upa- 
latures  of  the  State  condemed,  as  well  as  Coa- 
presa.  If  the  constitution  is  to  be  confined  in 
Its  operation  to  ita  plun  and  obvious  meMioiE; 
iftoinforpowera  not  granted,  would  be  so  il- 
legal accretion  of  power  to  the  United  Sum, 
and  an  oicroachment  up<«i  the  reserved  righu 
and  nranidpal  sovereignty  of  the  St^;  tha 
Congress  have  no  right  to  annex  any  ow^tion 
whatever  to  the  a&iiasion  of  the  new  Sum 
into  the  Union,  and  sooh  oondittona  afs  nneoa- 
stitntiooal  and  vokL 

Sir,  soi^ose  It  were  wMiin  the  ompetcaty 
of  CoDgresB  and  the  States  to  enter  into  ctss- 
pacts,  could  they  enter  Into  such  as  vraM 
abric^  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  coo* 
for  tqton  the  United  Stetea  the  aovernan^tfaa 
sorroidered  t  Yattd,  In  discnsdng  this  qses- 
tion,  as  between  nations,  says:   *'A  nstioii 
ought  to  preserve  itseU^  it  ought  to  pres«T«  iD 
its  members,  it  cannot  abandon  them ;  and  it 
is  under  an  engagement  to  support  them  in 
tiieir  rank  as  membere  of  the  natini.  It  bt* 
not  a  right,  then,  to  traffic  with  tbeir  rank  sod 
liberty,  on  account  of  any  advantage  it  ntrr 
expect  to  derive  from  such  a  n^otiatim.  The* 
have  Joined  thesocietyfor  the  pDrposerfbrtD?  • 
members  of  it ;  they  snlunit  to  the  sotbority  a 
the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting,  is  coc- 
ccrt,  their  common  wdfiure  and  wubUj^nii^ 
of  being  at  its  disposal,  like  a  ten,  orshni 
of  cattie."— Pa^  118.    Again,  IM,  be  ran: 
**  A  treaty  pernicious  to  the  State,  is  nnll,  aai 
not  at  aU  obligatory,  as  no  conductor  of  a  sir 
tion  has  the  power  to  enter  into  mppnteaa 
to  do  such  things  as  are  capaUe  </[  destnmcc 
the  State,  for  whose  safety  the  GovenDKnt  i* 
entrusted  to  him.   The  nation  being  stea- 
ssrily  obliged  to  pwf(Nnn  every  thi^  required 
for  its  preservation  and  aafety,  cannot  ottf 
into  engagemmta  contrary  to  its  indii|MnsU^ 
obligations.  In  the  year  1S0«,  the  6MM  Gca- 
sral  of  the  kingdom  of  Franoe  asanbkd 
Tours,  engaged  Lotds  XU.  to  break  the  trntf 
be  had  oondutded  with  the  emperor  Mstlwlia 
and  tbe  ordbdiike  Philip,  his  son,  beesaie  ibrt 
treaty  was  pemidons  to  the  kingdom.  Tb^ 
also  decided  that  neither  the  trei^  nor  ^ 
oath  that  had  accompanied  H,  could  be  biodiDf 
on  the  king,  who  bad  no  rij^t  to  dtaau  tbe  | 
property  of  tbe  crown."   Hidi  and  reqMttble 
as  this  authority  la,  I  will  <^  the  attcntioecf  i 
the  Senate  to  one  still  hitter,  tbe  ob^iticBS  j 
of  which  operate  directiy  upcn  our  kgsstin  I 
power ;  it  IS  the  constitotioB  Itself  Br  ^ 
10th  section  of  the  first  article  ni  irhSA,  m 
Statea  are  expressly  prohilrited  froan  o^ci'V 
"into  anj  treaty,  alfiancei  or  eonMcntioe. 
whatever.  Every  compact  between  soremp 
States  is  a  treaty.   "A  treatr.  l^.^^ 
is  a  cconpact  made  whh  a  view  to  die  ps"' 
welfiwe,  by  the  aoperior  power,  eltber  f'' 
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patai^  w  fbr  a  oonndenUe  time."— Vattel, 
193,  *'Ai  a  Stata  that  faaa  pnt  hersdf  under 
tlw  |woteetion  of  another,  has  not,  on  that  ao- 
mmt,  forfeited  her  character  of  Bovereignty, 
ihe  make  treaties  and  contract  alliances,  nnless 
the  has  in  the  treaty  of  protection  ezpresslj 
raiooneed  that  right  But  she  continues  for- 
ever after  bound  by  this  treaty  of  protection, 
GO  that  she  cannot  enter  into  any  engagements 
coDtmy  to  it." 

Sir,  a  Just  ^>idication  of  these  principles  of 
tibe  law  of  nations,  taken  in  connection  with 
ttte  prohibition  in  the  States  to  enter  into  "  any 
tieatr,"  proves  that  the  States  of  this  Union 
lutn  no  power  to  enter  into  any  compact  with 
the  Uiutod  States,  and  mnch  less  with  Oon- 
pM,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  except  those 
mamwated  in  the  oonatitntinL  ^  the  law  of 
nadons,  just  refwred  to,  It  appears  that  a  State, 
binding  herself  by  a  treaty  of  protection  not  to 
enter  into  treaties  or  alHances,  is  forever  pre- 
(laded  from  that  right.    Tlje  States  of  this 
Union  have  bound  themselves  by  a  much  more 
acred  and  obligatory  insbiuneDt,  not  to  "  en- 
ter into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation." 
finnlf,  thm,  they  have  no  power  to  enter  into 
eoupaets  to  abridge  their  sovereignty.  If  the 
OOQ^tntion  prohibits  the  States  from  TnnVing 
nicb  treaties  with  the  United  States,  it  is 
eqoallj  prohibitory  on  the  United  ^t^  to 
enter  into  sodi  trisatieB  or  oompaota  with  the 
Statei  Ji  the  United  States  osn  enter  into 
tnaUes  or  onnpacts  with  the  new  States  for 
the  icqoiiition  of  sovereignty,  land,  or  money, 
not  warranted  by  the  constitatlon,  she  may  do 
the  ssme  witii  the  old  States,  and  thereby 
dunge,  amend,  or  destroy  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  land  by  compacts  with  the  States.  These 
compacts,  if  vfdid  at  all,  are  the  supreme  law 
c^tae  land,  and  as  obligatory  on  all  the  people 
<£  the  UnUed  States  as  the  constitatlon  itself. 
Tl»  States  cannot,  bjr  any  act  of  theirs,  release 
ttiemsdves  from  their  operation,  they  can  pass 
no  law  vidatin^  them,  nor  can  Oongress.  But, 
\q  the  concnmng  consent  of  both  parties,  like 
a&  other  eontractSi  tb«y  xaaj  be  cancelled. 
Thu,  thm,  the  oonstitnttonal  law  may  be 
changed,  by  the  f^ention  of  making 

ad  cinnrilmg  a  contract 

Kr,  U  baa  been  said  that  these  lands  oaght 
to  hoxmg  to  the  oM  States,  beoanse  they  all 
onMbuted  in  oonqnering  wem  from  Great 
BriUui,  or  contributed  otherwise  to  their  ao- 
qmntioQ ;  that  the  acqnisition  of  the  crown 
i^aAi  was  one  of  Uie  inducements  to  the  revo- 
iBtioa ;  that  they  have  been  pledged  for  the 
IMjmeQt  of  the  public  debt;  and^  tiierefore, 
me  United  States  cannot,  in  justice  to  them- 
hItos,  sod  good  faith  to  their  creditors,  relin- 
them  to  the  new  States.  It  has  been 
jwm  that  the  snooes^  issue  of  the  revoln- 
HMk  didnotcon&r  np(Hi  the  United  States,  as  a 
^<>nnnienL  the  mnm  lands  in  the  respective 
M^VatOatthe  States  In  wluoh  they  lay, 
n|maactf  Uieir  soverrianty,  sncoeeded  to  all 
the  prerioQs  rights  of  Qa  crown.   Snob  has 


[Bnam 

been  the  (^dnions  the  old  Congress,  at  the 
Oongress  under  the  present  oonstitation,  and 
of  the  Snpreme  Court  of  the  United  States.' 
The  crown  lands  had,  it  is  true,  some  influence 
in  producing  the  revolution,  if  we  are  to  credit 
the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  bnt  It  waa 
an  influence  whoUy  adverse  to  ihe  arguments 
urged  against  this  measure.  The  complaint  In 
the  Dedaratjon  of  Independence  i^ainst  the 
king,  on  this  subject,  is  m  these  words ;  *'  He 
has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  popalation  of 
these  States ;  for  that  purpose  oostracting  the 
laws  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners ;  re- 
fosing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  emigration 
hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of  new  ap- 
propriations of  lands." 

Sir,  the  opponents  ot  fbis  bin  are  welcome 
to  the  full  benefits  of  these  complaints  against 
the  king  of  Great  Brtldn,  and  their  Just  appli- 
cation to  the  existing  state  of  things  here. 
These  very  complaints  may  now  be  justly 
urged  by  the  new  States  aguust  the  United 
States.  Is  there  not,  now,  an  attempt  making 
to  discourage  or  prevent  emigration  to  the  new 
States,  by  refusing  to  pass  laws  for  that  pur- 
pose f  And,  if  not,  by  raising  the  conditions 
of  new  appropriations  of  lands,  the  sune  effect 
is  intended  to  be  prodaced,  by  refusing  to  re- 
duce the  price  to  their  real  viuue.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annoal  report  on 
the  state  of  the  finances,  at  the  present  aesrion 
of  Congress,  has  entered  into  a  learned  and 
labored  argument  to  show  that  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  ought  not  to  be  rednced,  be- 
canse  it  would  give  too  mnoh  encouragement 
to  emigration  from  the  old  to  the  new  States, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  great  manufacturers 
from  obt^mng  the  labor  of  the  poor  class  of 
society  at  a  cnet^  rate.  He  admits  that  the 
popnlation  may  be  more  rapidly  increased  by 
encouragement  to  emigration  and  agricultural 
pnrsnits;  and  he  might  have  admitted,  also, 
that  the  sum  of  human  happiness  and  the 
preservation  of  republican  principles  and  our 
free  institotioo^  would  be  better  and  more  cer- 
tainly iffomoted  by  the  same  means,  Bnt  the 
amount  of  his  ailment  is,  that  It  Is  better  to 
increase  capital  in  the  hands  of  manufacturers, 
by  compeUmg  the  poor  to  labor  for  them,  than 
to  permit  the  poor  to  become  landholders  at  a 
chew  rate,  and  pursue  agriculture;  although 
popnlation  would  oe  thereby  increased,  and  we 
true  principles  of  Government  be  best  preserved. 

Sir,  is  not  this  a  direct  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  through 
his  Secretary,  to  prevent  emigration  to  the 
new  States  ?  Is  it  not  the  direct  oppo^tion  of 
the  Dxecutive  department  of  the  Government 
f^ainst  the  passage  of  this  bill  ?  It  has  been 
before  the  Senate  for  several  preceding  sessions ; 
if  it  passes,  its  effect  will  be  to  encourage  the 
emigration  of  the  poor  class  of  society  to  the 
new  States,  where  they  m^  become  landhdd- 
en  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  rear  their  fiimilies  in 
freedom  and  independence.  The  policy  of  the 
Preddent  and  Sewetary  is,  to  dej^lve  the  pooc 
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<rf  these  great  benefits ;  to  force  them  into  the 
service  of  the  wealthy  manufacturer ;  to  pre- 
vent, as  far  as  possible,  the  population  of  the 
new  States,  ana  diminish  thetr  political  im- 
portance in  the  scale  of  the  Union.  Have  not 
the  new  States  good  cause  to  make  the  same 
complaint,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands, 
ag^nst  the  United  States,  that  the  colonies 
did  against  the  king  of  Great  Britain?  Bnt, 
rfr,  this  attempt  to  arrest  emtgration  to  the 
West  Is  Tain  and  useless ;  the  tide  of  emigra- 
tion win  roll  on,  in  despite  of  legislation  here, 
or  opinions  expressed  elsewhere.  So  long  as 
men  are  free,  they  will  pursue  liuit  Interest 
nod  h^inesB  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  judgments.  Bo  long  as  the  lands  are  poor 
and  unproductive,  and  uricnltural  products  at 
their  present  depressed  prices  on  this  side 
of  the  Alleghany,  the  poor  will — ^nay,  they 
must — seek,  on  the  other,  ridier  and  more  fer- 
tile land,  even  if  they  are  destined  to  be  tenants 
there.  It  is  better  to  be  a  tenant  on  rich  land 
than  a  landlord  on  poor ;  it  is  better  to  be  a 
free  man  in  the  West,  than  a  slave  to  a  mann- 
fiwtnrer  in  the  East. 

The  gentleman  from  Ussonr!  (Ur.  Barton) 
says  tiie  effect  of  the  graduating  principle  of 
t2ie  bill  will  produce  a  rapid  depreciation  in 
the  price  of  uie  public  land,  and  a  monopoly 
in  the  hands  of  Bpeculatore.  The  proposition 
in  the  bill  is  to  fix  the  price  of  the  land  accord- 
ing to  its  quality.  Is  there  any  thing  in  this 
proposition  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  or  m^JufiUr  favorable  to  the  pur- 
chaser t  There  are  millions  of  acres  of  land 
that  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  public  auc- 
tion, and  would  not  sell  at  the  minimum  price, 
that  have  remmned  unsold,  some  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  although  it  has  been  subject  to 
entry,  any  one  ohooidtu  to  ^>ply  for  it.  at 
two  douais  an  acre,  nutU  16S1,  «kI  atnoe  that 
time  tt  one  dcrflar  and  twentr-flTC  oenta.  la 
not  this  Boffleient  to  prove  Uiat  mch  land  is 
not  WOTth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  aa  acre?  If 
it  is  not  worth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  is  it 
wrong,  is  it  doing  injustice,  to  sell  It  for  less? 
If  land  that  has  been  in  the  market  fbr  twenty 
years,  had  been  sold  at  first  at  sixty-two  and  a 
naif  cents  an  acre,  it  would  have  produced 
twenty-five  per  cent,  more  to  the  Treasury  than 
it  would  now  yield  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter. 
Calculating  the  ^mple  interest  on  the  amount 
at  six  per  cent  it  aoables  itself  every  sixteen 
years.  Gentiemen  say  that  these  lands  are 
jdedged  for  the  payment  of  the  [mblic  debt 
The  debt  is  more  than  doubled  the  interest, 
rinoe  a  great  daH  of  this  land  has  been  in  the 
market,  and  it  will  be  doubled  again  before  It 
will  sell  for  a  didlar  and  a  quarter  an  acre.  Is 
this  a  judicious  system  of  finance  and  economy  ? 
Is  this  the  way  to  pay  the  pnblic  debt?  I 
cannot  perceive  how  seUing  land  for  its  vslue 
will  produce  a  r^id  depreciation  in  its  price. 
Bnt  if  this  efi^t  could  be  produced  by  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  it  seems  to  ine  imp<»sible 
that  ue  lands  could  be  the  snl^ect  of  profitable 


specnlation.  Sappoee  individuals  were  to  pur- 
chase up  large  quantities  of  these  lands  in  the 
expectation  of  making  a  profit  upon  tbea.  If 
similar  lands  continued  to  depreciate  in  the 
hands  of  the  Govemment,  would  not  those  in 
the  hands  of  the  speculator  depreciate  in  tbe 
same  ratio?  The  longer  tbe  ffl>ecnlstor  held 
the  land,  the  greater  must  be  bis  loss,  if  the 
Government  lands  continue  to  dedioe  soder 
this  system.  Thntfore,  there  can  be  no  pos- 
sible danger  to  the  intereata  of  the  Ciuttd 
States  in  that  quarter. 

Sir,  the  friends  of  the  presmt  land  tjHm 
are  the  last  that  ought  to  say  any  tUng  sboat 
spetmlation.   Vbo  is  the         land  specnlsttr 
in  this  country?    The  United  States  is  tbt 
greatest  Uiat  ever  was  in  this  or  any  (Aber 
country.   She  obtained  from  Virgioia  all  ber 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands  nwthweet  of 
tbe  Ohio  River,  under  a  solemn  pledge  to  kS 
them  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  Butef, 
and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  dlschsrge  of 
their  war  debts.   This  waa  expected  to  be  done 
speedily,  and  soverrign,  fr«e,  and  indcpcodnn 
^ates,  erected  over  the  territory  ceded,  h  , 
soon  as  there  should  be  aaffident  popalafiOL  i 
All  these  pledges  hava  been  divB^raed;  tbs 
public  debt  has  not  been  discharged  by  tlus 
hmd;  the  States  created  there  bavebeende- 
prived  of  their  sovereignty ;  and  now  tbe  liadi 
ore  to  be  held  np  tor  high  prices,  to  the 
detriment  of  these  new  States.  These  UwJ* 
have  already  produced  to  the  Treasnrv  nprtrdj 
of  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars,  sod  very 
lat^  bodies  of  them  remain  unsold.  In  viub- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  the  United  States 
purchased  ftom  Georvia  all  the  country  bo* 
forming  the  States  of  Hisdsnroi  and  AI^mbs. 
whic^  nad  previtmsly  be^  uie  snlj^t^tbe 
most  frMidiuent  qrstem  ci  le^slative  qMsb- 
tion.  They  paid  nothing  toe  it,  bntpniBiHd 
pwment  to  Georgia  out  ti  the  proeeeos  of  tse 
safes ;  compromiaed  with  the  Yanw  oanpssj  | 
of  speculators,  prominng  payment  in  the  sum  | 
way.   They  issued  stock  to  the  amount    m  i 
millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  tboosand  d<d- 
lars,  called  Ulsrisrippi  stodc,  deUvered  it  in 
payment,  and  made  this  etotk  reonnUe  in  i 
payment  for  the  lands  when  sold ;  thw  oestuv  ! 
an  immense  artificial  fund,  not  based  upM  tw  I 
specie  capital  of  the  country,  for  the  jmn"** 
of  ensuring  high  prices  for  uie  landi,  sod  <>- 
riching  the  treasury  at  the  expense  of  tbe  do- 
zens.  The  result  was  as  midit  bare  been  ex- 
pected.  This  UietSaexpfA  stodc  was  throm  m 
the  market,  and  at  the  sales  of  these  Isods  vh 
worth  just  as  mnefa  as  the  hard  doDan  of  tlM 
planters.   The  lands  sold  for  unheard  of  fn«i: 
the  citizens  were  msny  of  them  mined  bj  thw 
purchases ;  their  money  redeemed  this  rtoct 
and  the  United  States  pocketed  a  dear 
of  upwatds  of  eight  miUiims  of  ioOais  br  ibe 
sale  of  much  less  than  half  the  lands,  withort 
the  advuice  of  a  dollar  of  the  pnrchsse  isooe^ 
And  not  content  with  wholesale  sod  retsu 
ipecalation,  they  laid  ont  towna  vhennsnn 
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oerer  deBtgned  toinis  ^odld  be,  pnffed  them 
ij  their  egotta,  and  aotoally  descended  to 
peddling  in  the  lots. 

And  now  we  are  told  that  it  is  dangerons 
ind  immoral  to  encourage  a  system  of  specnla- 
tioD  among  our  citizens.  Sir,  while  the  Gov- 
ernment gives  snch  examples  of  snooessfU 
mecolstions  to  its  citizens,  they  will  not  he- 
fier«  Uiat  it  is  demoralizh^  to  speculate  in 
Imd,  and  they  will  follow  iha  illosMoas  exam- 
tfthls  qrstem  of  land  jobbing  and  q>eon- 
is  pemidonB  to  soi^x,  let  the  Qovem- 
loent  sbudon  it,  and  art  an  example  of  moder- 
■tion,  of  justice,  and  ftir  dealing,  by  restoring 
to  the  new  States  their  violated  sovereignty. 
The  tenitorial  Giovemments,  within  which  the 
omstitotion  andiorizes  tiie  legislative  action  ctf 
GongresB,  affords  an  ample  fiud  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  land  system,  withont  extending  it  to 
tiie  States.  And  there  this  gradoadog  plan 
TiD  be  fonnd  highly  beneficial.  The  gentle- 
man firom  HisBOori,  (Mr.  Bekton)  read,  in  his 
place,  this  morning,  a  statement  showing  the 
KQeficial  effects  of  a  system  like  this  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  There  it  produced  law 
nuns  of  money  to  tlie  treaanry,  and  no  speenla- 
tioa  tmong  the  oitizens.  Kone  of  tiie  evils  so 
nuuh  dnncated  by  Hie  gentleman  teom  Uis- 
anri  (lEr.  Banox)  reeoUed  txm  the  opera- 
twn  of  tlua  system  in  Tennessee.  We  may, 
thoefore,  fiuiiy  oondnde  they  will  not  happen 
to  the  Umted  States,  if  we  adopt  the  same  ot»* 
tem.  Another  proposition  contained  in  tJiis 
l>illwiD  effect  partially  what  the  amendment 
IHvposes.  After  this  system  of  graduating  the 
prices  shall  have  exhausted  itself,  by  disponng 
of  all  land  worth  twenty-five  cents  and  up- 
vards  per  acre,  the  residue  ia  to  be  subject  to 
donations  for  one  year  to  actual  settlers,  and 
That«ver  may  be  left  after  this  operation  is  to 
be  ceded  in  fbll  pnq>erty  to  the  States.  Shtmld 
tts  jmendrnwit  be  njeoted,  the  <^>eratlon  of 
the  WD  would,  within  some  reasonable  time, 
^  to  the  Statea  complete  Jurisdiction  over 
the  lands  within  their  limits.  Admitting  for 
Nbof  argnment.  that  the  United  Stateslbave 
Tight  to  h<dd  these  States  as  vassals  and 
fM^atories,  wonld  it  be  good  p<dioy,  would  it 
be  generous,  wonld  it  be  consistent  with  our 
Khane  of  Government  to  do  it?  You  deprive 
them  of  many  of  the  essential  attributes  of 
Borerugnty,  control  the  internal  police  and 
economy  of  a  Government  called  free  and  inde- 
pendent. They  are  deprived  of  the  right  of 
I'egalating  the  settlement  and  improvement  of 
the  country,  in  that  mode  which  might  be  best 
clenlated  to  promote  dieir  happineas  and~ 
^^>^«ri^.  Tb^  are  deprived  the  revenne 
derivable  from  me  soil,  the  most  owtain  and 
available 'souroe  of  revenue  in  any  country. 
ihe7  are  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  lawa 
of  the  United  States  upon  subjecte  purely 
municipal,  which  do  not  operate  in  the  old 
^tates,  Bad  which  they  have  a  right  to  pass  for 
themselves,  or  not,  according  to  their  sovereign 
*iU  ud  pleasure.  A  majority  <rf  Congress 
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represent  the  old  States,  and  are,  of  course, 
wholly  irresponsible  to  the  citizens  of  the  new, 
toe  any  laws  they  mu'  choose  to  pass  on  these 
Bubjects.  They  are  ignorant  of  the  peculiar 
wants  and  wishes  of  the  people  they  are  legis- 
lating for;  and  when  those  who  represent 
those  people  bring  their  petitions  and  wants 
before  Congress,  th«r  statements  and  represen- 
tations of  the  actual  condition  of  tilings,  are 
often,  to  their  great  mortification,  received 
here  **with graina  of  allowance."  The  Preal- 
dent  of  the  united  Btatee  haa  the  dlscr^onaiT 
poww  of  Ininging  as  maoh  or  aa  tittle  of  ma 
pnbUo  land  mto  market^  annoally,  aa  ho 
chooses.  In  the  nennse  of  this  power,  ho 
may  give  a  prefierenoe  to  the  settlement  and 
popuatuu  iu  one  -State  over  anothw ;  or  he 
may  restr^  the  settlements  entirely,  for  the 
purpoee  carrying  into  effect  the  policy  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Tteasnry.  I  do  not  men- 
tion these  as  complaints  against  the  Executive, 
but  against  the  operation  of  such  principles, 
because  tiie  same  result  might  take  place  by  the 
exercise  of  the  same  power  by  a  ro^ority  of- 
OoQgress,  and  the  people  interested  be  equally 
withont  remedjr. 

Sir,  the  L^slatnre  of  the  State  I  have  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represaot^  taking  into  eon- 
sider^m  these  grievances,  ad&«esed  to  the 
present  Congress  a  respectful  memorial,  pro- 
posing to  purchase  all  the  lands  within  her 
limits,  that  she  might  thereby  acquire  foU 
sovereignty  within  her  jurisdiction.  This  me- 
morial I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the 
Senate,  and  upon  which  a  oommittee  was  raised. 
A  majority  of  that  committee  decided  against 
selling  the  lands  to  Alabama,  preferring  the 
present  so  much  eulogized  system.  If  the  Unit- 
ed States  refuse  to  give  or  sell  to  us  what  we 
believe  we  are  constitutionally  entitied  to,  we 
certunly  have  good  cause  of  oompl^t,  and 
wUl  oonlinne  to  oomjdun  until  we  obtidn  oar 
ri^ta. 


Thubboat,  Karch  27. 
7%6  late  GmmU  Brovm, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Harbison,  the  bOl  for  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Brown,  widow  of  the  late  Gen. 
Brown,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hjlbbison  observed,  that,  having  ascer- 
tained, shortly  after  the  death  of  Gen.  Brown, 
that  he  bad  left  hia  family  in  a  most  distressed 
situation,  dependent  entirely  upon  connections 
who  were  illy  able  to  support  them,  he  had 
introdnced,  upon  motion  til  leave,  the  bill 
which  was  then  bdictre  1^  Senate.  I  did  it, 
Mr.  Preddent,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  under  the  convic- 
tion that  it  neither  comported  with  the  honor 
or  the  interest  of  the  nation,  to  suffer  the  fam- 
ily of  a  man  to  whom  it  was  so  greatly  indebt* 
ed  for  its  military  renown,  to  retire  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  at  the  moment,  too,  when 
the  Lc^dature  were  in  session,  without  the 
means  of  a  decent  support.  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  sir,  a  statement,  drawn  up  by  the  ad- 
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minUtrator  of  the  deceased  General,  containing 
ft  particular  aocount  of  the  situation  of  his 
affairs.  It  is  at  the  service  of  anj  Senator  who 
may  wish  to  peruse  it  'Without  entering  into 
particulars,  I  think  it  necessarj  to  state,  gen- 
erallj,  that  at  the  close  of  the  late  war.  Gen. 
Brown  was  poasesaed  of  very  otnuiderable 
landed  estates  ia  the  western  put  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  bnt  that  he  was  oonuderaUy 
indebted  in  pan  the  purchase  of  these  lands. 
H«  believed  tiiat,  bnt  for  the  omel  disease 
under  which  be  so  long  lingered,  he  would 
have  been  enabled  to  extricate  himself  from 
his  debts,  and  preserve  a  competent  proviuon . 
for  his  ^milj.  This  opinion  is  corroborated 
1^  that  of  others  who  were  well  aoqnunted 
with  General  Brown's  oircnmstancea.  Having 
Httle  hope  of  being  restored  to  such  a  state  of 
health  as  wonld  permit  him  to  devote  a  portion 
of  his  time  to  his  private  afiiurs^  Gen.  Brown 

Sve  up  his  real  estate,  to  be  diq>osed  of  for 
e  benefit  of  his  creditors.  A  part  of  it  still 
ranains  in  that  situation,  but  oitirely  in-, 
mffioicait  to  pay  the  debts  for  which  it  is 
bonnd.  Anouier  part,  including  the  farm 
upon  which  he  formerly  resideo,  has  been 
sold,  and  the  latter  purchased  by  his  son-in- 
law,  who  is  atUl  indebted  for  a  large  portion 
of  the  pnrohase  money.  Besides  his  own  debta, 
Generu  Brown  was  bonnd  as  security  for  a 
conuderable  debt  of  a  brother.  The  larger 
portion  of  this  baa  been  discharged  by  him,  but 
a  balance  of  some  thousand  dollars  is  still  an- 
piud.  I  now  offer  to  the  Senate,  (said  Mr.  H.,) 
and  reanest  the  Seoretaiy  to  read,  two  letters 
from  tne  physicians  who  attended  General 
Brown,  in  his  illness,  to  show  the  natnre  of  hia 
dlBease,  and  the  oanse  to  which  it  is  to  be  at- 
tribnted.  [The  letters  here  read  were  trcm 
Doctor  Lovell,  8urge«i  General  of  Uie  Army, 
and  Dr.  Henderson,  of  this  city.  Th^-both 
ooDonr  In  the  opinion  that  the  disease,  of  which 
the  General  died,  was  produced  by  the  sudden 
suspension  of  another,  contracted  in  the  army.] 
In  addition  to  this  testimony,  (si^d  Mr.  11.,)  I 
am  authorized,  by  a  gentleman  of  the  greatest 
respectability,  now  In  this  city,  (Governor 
C^BS,)  to  say,  that,  in  the  year  1810,  General 
Brown  informed  him  that  he  derived  the 
disease  under  which  he  was  then  laboring, 
from  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  of 
Niagara. 

It  will  be  seen,  sir,  (said  Hr.  H.,)  that  the 
Snrgeon  General  asserts,  that,  if  General  Brown 
had  lived,  and  r^red  tnm  the  Army,  he  would 
have  gtvoi  him  a  certificate  for  a  rail  pension, 
under  the  easting  laws  of  the  oountiy.  There 
is,  however,  no  law  now  in  existence,  under 
the  provisions  of  which,  hie  family  coold  obtain 
relief;  but  I  rely  with  confidence,  that  it  will 
not  be  withhdd,  as  the  principle  upon  which 
it  can  be  supported,  strictly  accords  with  those 
upon  which  the  Ctovemment  have  heretofore 
acted.  I  can  say  with  truth,  Ur.  President, 
(said  Kr.  H.,)  that  I  would  be  one  of  the  last 
men  who  would  introdnoe  into  this  country 
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that  system  of  sinecures  and  pensions  wliich 
has  produced  so  much  misery  in  another 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  which,  more,  perbsps, 
uian  any  other  cause,  obliges,  in  the  langnage 
of  our  great  conntrytuan,  Mr.  Jefferson,  *'  Tbe 
European  l^rer  to  so  supperless  to  bed,  and 
m(ds£ui  ilia  bread  with  the  sweat  of  his  brow.** 
There  la,  howevNTj  no  danger  of  this,  as  lung 
as  our  fi^  inrtitutuaiB  remaSn ;  as  Icmg  as  the 
c^ier  branch  <jt  tbe  LM^slatnre  ocmnrta  of  the 
real  representatives  of  the  people,  and  this 
the  representatives  of  the  State  authorities, 
themselves  fairly  and  freely  chosen  by  their 
fellow-<»tizen8.  Public  opinion  will  slwavs 
interpose  an  effectual  ^eot  to  exorbitant  ex- 
penditures of  the  common  treasury,  or  to  any 
which  is  not  strictly  compatible  with  the 
genius  of  Bepublican  Government.  Our  pen- 
sion laws  exhibit  nothing  which  ia  at  variance 
with  these  principles;  nothing  which  a  &h 
country  should  blush  to  own.  They  contua 
moderate  i^propriationai  as  a  requital  for  db- 
tinguiahed  aernces  and  snlferings  in  the  caose 
of  Hber^  and  the  people. 

As  yet,  sir,  putmo  opinion  is  far  in  advance 
of  the  Legislature  upon  subjects  of  this  kind. 
As  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  no  Ep- 
propriaUon  of  money,  for  any  ol»ect,  is  viewed 
with  aueh  decided  ^probation,  by  the  Ameri- 
can peoi^e,  as  those  of  the  character  contem- 
plated by  the  present  bill.  Where  was  aoy 
measure  huled  with  more  joy  and  satisfsctioa 
tbroQghout  the  whole  Union,  than  that  which 
provided  for  the  ease  and  comfort  of  the  indi- 
gent soldiers  of  the  Revolution?  I  had  tbb 
honor,  about  the  same  period,  to  introduce  into 
the  olher  branch  of  the  L^^atnn^  which 
I  was  then  a  member,  a  Inll  to  extend  fiw  pea- 
siona  granted  to  tbe  widows  and  oiidiaiiE  at 
those  who  fell  in  the  late  war,  to  an  additicstd 
period  of  five  years,  and  I  can  say,  with  troth, 
that  no  act  cn  my  political  life  ever  received 
more  decided  ^probation  frtnn  my  cuistitB- 
ents. 

Ur.  Ghandub  said  that  he  was  taSj  aware 
of  the  -delicacy  of  the  case,  and  tbe  danger 
there  was  in  opposing  it.  He  was  willing  to 
do  justice  to  Mrs.  Brown,  but  he  thought  to 
pass  this  bill,  would  be  to  commence  a  pensioB 
system  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  bad 
said  he  was  unfriend^.  How  many  wontded 
soldiers  were  there  under  Gcs.  Brown,  for 
whom  no  providm  had  been  made!  This 
was,  he  concaved,  hut  a  b^inning,  and  he 
was  averse  to  going  into  any  pennon  fystem 
whatever.  If  a  sum  of  money  were  neoessiiy 
for  the  relief  of  this  lady,  be  had  rather  tlist 
it  should  be  pud  by  the  members  of  OoogRSs 
themselves ;  and,  ^thou^  not  veir  able,  be 
would  oonMbute  his  proportion.  This  woaii 
be  his  own  charity ;  but  ne  did  not  think  be 
was  autboriW  to  take  the  money  out  of  tbe 
public  treasury,  and  tax  the  very  men,  sod 
their  diildren,  who  had  contracted  the^  stise 
disease  in  the  same  service.  He  knew  it  wss 
not  popular  to  oppose  a  grant  for  a  fenule; 
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bat  he  eoold  not,  onubtflntly  wiUi  hb  own 

feelings,  vote  for  saoh  a  measnre. 

Mr.  NoBU  said,  tiut  he  olijected  to  the  bill. 
Vbcn  he  was  in  the  western  oocntry,  he  heaid 
tbe  epithet  militair  chi^t^  at  ereij  comer. 
Theo  I  hear,  saia  Mr.  N.,  the  philanthropy 
ud  benevolenoe  of  the  country  called  into 
quesdon,  where  shall  I  shelter  myself  from  the 
imputation  of  illiberality  f  Or  when  a  military 
t^eftain  is  in  the  case^  shall  every  man  pot 
his  fatnd  on  his  month  and  go  home,  allowing 
Uh  ndlitaiy  ftrer  whkdi  now  ragea  to  consome 
nnr  tbfaifff  Are  w«  in  audi  a  ease  to  ba 
tnated  with  facts  fVorm  tbe  history  of  Athens? 
flhj,  I  will  ask,  what  became  of  Athens  f  It 
Ittcame  a  tyranny ;  and  «o  will  this  OoTem- 
ment  turn  ont,  when  onoe  the  oonstitntion 
ihall  bare  been  scorched,  as  tt  will  be,  if  this 
ndHtary  plan  is  panned.  Oeneral  Brown's 
iDoow  did  not  form  a  debt  If  that  was  all, 
the  reotnanry  of  the  country  had  eqnal  claims. 
^Wriridowa,  when  donived  of  their  haabands, 
as  mxKsk  as  l^e  wirea  of  officers.  He  ob- 
jected to  maUng^distinetions.  All  ought  to  be 
taeitedilika.  When  pet^le  talked  of  ecuiomy, 
ftey  ought  to  beght  to  |waotloe  it  here ;  and 
Mt  go  bocne  and  talk  about  it.  He  was  willing 
togo  heart  in  hand,  to  put  pelade,  when  they 
vm  doubled  in  tiie  aenrioe,  on  tiw  penrim 
Hst,  bnt  he  oonld  not  agree  to  smeunro  so 
partial  as  this  biU  proposed. 

Tbe  question  then  oeing  on  engnwdng  the 
1>1U  for  a  third  reading, 

Ur.  Bkbbikii  Bidd  he  was  called  npon  to 
rword  hia  rate  on  this  qnestion,  and  desired  to 
Etite^  very  briefly,  the  reasons  which  wonld 
inflTience  it  Wl^tever  niOT  be  the  result  of 
this  diacnasi<m,  (said  3f  r.  B.,)  all  will  a^ree, 
Qiatit  beoomes  us  to  oondnot  it  in  a  spirit  of 
MHiderste  respect  for  the  sofferinga  <tf  the 
■fflicted  lady,  who  is  fha  o^eot  at  the  benero- 
Int  proTlrtons  <tf  this  Un.  The  smtows  of 
*i<lowhood  and  of  orphanage  are  eaored.  I 
■npemaded  there  is  no  one  anunig  those  to 
irhtmi  I  addi«sa  mys^,  especially  that  there  is 
no  one  who  has  permitted  Idmself,  for  a  mo- 
nuDt,  to  eon^der  the  really  destitnte  condition 
of  the  funily  of  Genertd  Brown,  whose  feelings 
nnld  not  prompt  him  to  allevinte  their  wSec- 
Tbe  refosal  of  aay  member  of  this  House 
to^^Tehis  assent  to  this  bill,  will  arise,  I  am 
">>^  from  no  indispositltHi  to  rdieve  them,  bnt 
■nmadlitnistoftnepower  to  do  bo,  or  from 
k  belief  of  the  inezpe^ency  of  establishing  tiie 
I^ciple  which  it  proclaims.  It  becomes  us^ 
un,  to  examinoi,  as  calmly  as  we  may,  both 
tbe  ddm  which  b  made  npon  ns,  iund  oar  own 
pover  to  afford  the  relief  which  is  aolietted. 

A  gallant  and  rifted  airier,  who  often 
{KriOed  life  in  oar  defimco,  and  warted  health 
^  the  exposure  incident  to  protracted  warfhrot 
^  been  reoentiy  stunmoned  from  among  ns, 
J^ii^  hia  family  in  a  state  of  utter  and  hope- 
l^aestitDtioa.  To  the  desolation  of  the 
'Mart,  which  belongs  to  widowhood  and  to 
*"T«n^  are  too  sorely  mpemdded,  in  their 


case,  thehorrorsof  instant  porerty— tbe  abrupt 
transition  from  comfort  to  want — it  may  beu 
the  exchange  of  the  greetings  of  respeotftu 
gratnlation,  for  the  chiUing  condolence  of  the 
world's  odd  charity — ^Its  protective  kindness — • 
its  superdlions  sympathy.  The  impidse  which 
prompta  to  the  relief  of  such  sorrows,  is  innate, 
instant,  irrepressible.  We  cannot  be  insendbia 
to  it,  even  m  the  oold  exercise  of  le^sIaUve 
power.  It  is  natare's  own  dictate,  and  it  will 
be  obeyed,  unless  oontroUed  by  tbe  imperious 
obligationa  cf  wmrfHi^ting  duty.  Do  theae  ob- 
lisanoaiB  exist  here!  Mnst  the  warm,  hot 
often  erring  anggeetlais  of  the  heart,  be  -re* 
strained  and  nlenoed  by  the  calmer,  colder, 
bnt  more  enlightened  dictates  of  the  nnder- 
rtandiuK  and  the  Jodgmentt  I  am  ready  to 
yield— it  may  be  a  reluctant,  but  certidnly  an 
onquaHfied  obe^ence  to  the  lattw — and  yet  I 
will  MMifesB  it — it  is  due  to  truth  to  wf  bo« 
that  I  would  not  surrender,  without  a  stniggle, 
the  ocmviction  which  I  feel,  that  the  vote  I  am 
disposed  to  give,  althouj^  it  may  spring  from 
the  impulses  of  feelin|^  li^  nevartnekM,  ooi- 
secrated  Judgment 

Bir,  I  bad,  with  tlda  dlstlngidfaied  soldier, 
no  inl^naoy  <tf  aequaintance,  and  of  him  no 
particular  knowledge  beytMid  that  which  la 
eommon  to  those  with  whom  I  am  aasociated. 
Hie  story  of  his  life  was,  indeed,  fanuliar  to 
me,  for  it  illumbieB  the  page  of  our  national 
Iiistory ;  and  the  glory  which  he  had  carved 
out  for  himself^  witn  his  own  good  sword,  has 
now  become  the  common  property  of  his  coun- 
trymen. But  there  is  littie  need,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  Invoke  the  fedmgs  which  belong  to 
the  intimacy  of  frienddip ;  on  the  ocmtnuy,  I 
would  deal  with  thia  m^ter  as  ooldly  as  gen- 
tlemen please — as  a  question  of  power,  of 
JuBtioe^  of  policy. 

The  nunnent  is  not  pn^tiooi,  rir,  at  leasts 
lo  fir  as  I  am  omosmeo,  to  the  disonsrion  n 
qneitictt  of  mere  poweiv- I  do  not  propose  it 
— but  I  wonld  not  shrink  from  it  I  can  yi^ 
to  no  one,  in  the  rinoerity  of  my  dispodtion,  to 
confine  myself  within  the  limits  of  our  Federal 
charter ;  to  preserve  inviolable  and  nntonched, 
the  rights  which  are  beyond  its  pale.  But,  if 
there  oe  a  power,  which,  more  emphatically 
than  any  ot}ier,  is  given  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  the  power  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  in  the  hour  of  danger.  It  ia 
given  generally,  and  in  detul — ^fnlly — ^freely-^ 
absolutely. 

If  the  provisions  of  this  bill  be  dictated  by 
an  en^Bptfloed  pdic^,  and  ooosistent  with  a 
aoond  uscretion,  in  the  ezerc^  of  this  power, 
tiie  qneation  of  our  authority  to  do  what  is  pro- 
pMod,  is  at  an  voA.  The  poidtion  cannot  be 
maintained,  that  the  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment which  is  invested  with  the  war-mak- 
ing power,  is  limited,  in  the  remuneration  of 
military  service,  to  the  simple  fulfilment  of  its 
contract  with  the  soldier.  All  GovemmentiL 
in  all  times,  have,  from  necessity,  exceeded 
this  limit  This  Government  has  repeatedly 
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exceeded  it.  It  habitually  acta  apon  a  princi- 
ple, which  transcends  it.  What  is  the  princi- 
ple of  joar  pension  law  ?  Yonr  contract  with 
these  soldiers,  jon  say,  has  been  performed. 
On  a  recent  occasion,  yon  have  solemnl;'  de- 
cided that  it  Las  been  fulfilled  to  the  letter. 
"Whence  then  do  you  derive  yonr  power  to 
make  them  objects  of  yonr  bonnty?  That 
bounty  is  extended  to  the  wounded;  to  the 
relatives  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battle ; 
of  those,  also,  who  have  died,  in  ocHueqnenoe 
of  wounds  receivedj  or  casualties  enooontered 
in  yonr  servioe.  What  is  Uie  pervading  prin- 
ciple of  these  acts  ?  What  the  motive  to  their 
enactment  t  What  but  to  cherish  that  military 
aixlor,  which  leads  ip  deeds  of  chtvaliy  in  the 
hour  of  coming  danger — to  nerve  the  arm  of 
the  soldier  when  ho  strikes  for  hia  country  f 
Look  to  the  case  of  Penelope  Denny,  sent  to 
ns,  two  years  since,  from  the  other  House,  and 
passed  without  a  dissentient  voice  in  this.  Ton 
^ve  to  tlie  mother  of  a  gunner,  who  had  died 
in  yonr  defence,  a  pension  for  five  years.  Yon 
have  provided  by  law  for  the  widows  and 
children  of  those  who  die  by  accidents  or 
casualties,  (I  nse  the  words  of  uie  law,)  occur- 
ring in  yonr  service.  Gen.  Brown  was  as  em- 
phaUcfdly  Bacrificed  in  that  servioe,  aa  if  he 
had  fallen  in  either  of  those  glorious  cwifliota 
which  gave  lustre  to  his  name. 

Hr.  MA.CON  eaiA.  the  pension  law  ought  to  be 
applied  equally  to  all — to  rich  and  poor.  At 
present,  there  was  a  system  of  favoritism,  not 
unlike  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  which  was 
constantly  referred  to.  Every  season,  some 
new  cases  were  added  to  it.  He  knew  that 
tlio  feelings  were  always  eauly  excited  in  favor 
of  the  defenders  of  our  country ;  and  he  wished 
that  provision  might  be  made  for  them  all,  so 
OS  to  give  them  enough  to  eat  and  drink,  and 
what  was  decent  to  wear.  This  he  ^mght 
the  ri^t  system  to  eqnaliae  the  opemtifHt  of 
the  peneioB  law ;  and  he  must}  theratwe,  vote 
against  thla  biU. 

The  qnestiou  was  taken  on  engroasing  the 
Inll ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe,  by 
Teas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tua — Messrs.  Damard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Ber- 
rien, Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chaae,  Etton,  Harrison, 
Eajne,  Johnston  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Lou., 
Kane,  Knight,  UcLtoe,  Marks,  RobUns,  Rowsn, 
Ruggles,  Banford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  findth  of  Hd., 
Thomfts,  Willey,  Woodbury— 26. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brartch,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Foot,  King,  Macon,  Noble, 
Fairis, TaMweD, Tyler, White, Witliami  Ifl. 


FsiDAr,  Uaroh  28. 

Eenyon  College — Grant  of  Land. 

The  bill  granting  a  township  of  land  for  the 
benefit  of  Kenyon  College,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  having  been  taken  np  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Crahdlbb  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  providing  for  s  similar  grant  for 
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the  benefit  of  WaterviUe  and  Bowdcna  Cat 
leges,  in  the  State  of  Haioe. 

iSi.  Kjim  sud,  that  the  bill  mdercoDSittn- 
tion  had  been  reported  npon  the  petitioo  d 
the  Trustees  of  Kenyon  Collie,  accoDpuiied 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Lwislatnre  of  the  8we 
of  Ohio,  unanimously  adopted  by  thit  bodr, 
enforcing  the  application.  As  strong  {mi  Mr. 
E.)  as  was  the  claim  of  the  petitiooers,  tbos 
reqtectably  recommended  to  a  &vorsUe  bear 
ing^  there  were  other  indnecnwits  to  be  fonad, 
in  tlie  dreamstaiicca  oi  tiw  mi^  of  ttn 
institatum,  and  of  its  progress  to  its  ntsnt 
interesting  attitude,  which  bad  apaml  man 
powerfully  upon  his  mind.  A  few  ycsrs  uo, 
a  reverend  ^ntleman,  now  in  thu  city,  in  iaa 
travels,  which  had  been  exteuivc^  tbrosdi 
the  western  country,  disoovering  thst  w 
means  for  education  were  not  comnMosnnts 
vrith  the  wants  of  the  rapidly  increaang 
population  of  that  great  region  of  c«m&7, 
conceived  the  design  of  establishing  a  Bemiuiy 
of  learning,  in  some  ctrnvenient  posidoii,  upon 
a  plan  as  extensively  usefal,  as  the  cbeipnes 
of  the  means  of  subsistence  coold  pomblf 
admit  of.  It  waa  hardly  neoeesary  for  him  to 
remind  the  Senate,  thi^  in  no  oonntiy  cosU  i 
the  snbetanttab  of  lifiB  be  more  ehenly  flb-  | 
tidned  than  in  the  State  of  Ohia  Heb^end 
it  practicable,  and  experience  had  shorB  W 
belief  to  have  ^)em  wdl  founded,  to  redoes  tbs 
expenses  of  an  education  at  a  regnlir  coJJfjt 
within  the  competency  of  the  great  body  of  tbe 
farmers  of  the  conntiy,  and  of  max  in  orcioiry 
circumstances,  of  other  pursuits  in  life,  to  edu- 
cate ^eir  progeny.  With  views  thus  beoertK 
lent,  tlus  pious  and  leanicd  man  (Bisliq)  Chsse)  I 

Sroceeded  to  Europe,  and  obtained  bom  wdl- 
isposed  and  wealthy  individuals  there,  thii^ 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  q;iplied  to  tlui  otjcct 
From  bis  own  oonntrymen,  be  hid  obtuatd  it 
additknial  som  of  twenty-^ve  thoosiod  doDait 
With  such  part  of  timse  ftaudt  as  wai  not  1? 
the  donon,  designated  for  particiilar  pnitm- 
ships,  a  large  tract  of  land  nad  been  prariMEtd, 
in  a  central  and  healthy  position  in  Ohio,  ai 
tbe  title  thereto  had  been  vested  in  a  eoipm- 
tion,  which  had  perpetnalsQccesfiioo.  BoiMir^ 
had  been  erected  to  a  limited  extoiL  Lsr^and 
more  commodious  edifices  had  been  psrtly  bnilt, 
and  must  awidt  the  farther  aid  of  udiridiul^ 
or  of  the  Government,  for  their  complriioo. 

Mr.  RuoouB  said,  as  he  had  preseiited 
petition  upon  which  this  bill  was  rqxntci' 
would,  perhaps,  be  expected  of  him.  tbst  be 
should  say  aomething  in  expUmatioo  of  its  o^tti. 
The  President  and  Tntstees  of  Siayca 
lege,  have,  by  th«r  memorial,  roptrtN? 
attedof  Conness  to  grant  them  a  toTiid>ip<> 
land,  to  aid  their  efforts  in  rearing  and  MM-  I 
ing  up  a  seminary  of  learning,  which  liss  bets 
commenced  under  the  most  favoraUe  ao^cA 
and  is  now  in  a  state  of  great  forwwbA 
The  ftinds  which  have  been  already  w^^?^ 
for  this  object,  have  been  raised  by  tbe  rwa- 
dent  akme^  (Bishop  Cfaaae,)  iriw  hu  qiued 
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puoi,  and  omitted  no  exertkms,  within  his 
power,  to  carry  into  effect  this  design.  His 
|re«t  devotion  to  the  saccess  of  thia  inMiitation, 
for  Kveral  jears  past,  has  led  him  to  make 
great  sacrifices  of  property,  comfort,  and  hap- 
piness, to  attain  his  object.  He  has  succeeded 
beyond  the  most  sangaine  anticipations  of  his 
friends,  and  even  beyond  hia  own  most  ardent 
expectations.  The  donations  already  made, 
in  Eon^  and  in  this  country,  amount  to  fifty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  ore  to  be 
exdosiTely  q>plied  to  the  support  of  this  insti- 
taiUoiL  He  now  asks  Congress  to  grant  one 
townsfaip  of  the  wild  and  no^ipropriatcd  lands 
Tithin  toe  State  ^  Cfhia  to  Airtber  asust  him 
in  the  prowoatioB  of  this  praiaewtuthT  and 
patrioticimdertaking.  Ur.  B.  Nud  he  Loped 
the  qipUcation  wonkt  ikot  be  made  in  vain — ^he 
cncerely  believed,  that,  when  the  Senate  took 
into  consideration  the  great  and  unparalleled 
cxerti(Ht  of  this  distinguished  individual,  in 
the  cause  of  humanity,  of  morals,  and  of 
learning,  they  would  not  withhold  the  small 
aasigtance  asked  for. 

it.  R.  said,  the  college,  for  which  this 
donation  was  asked,  is  situi^ed  in  the  county 
of  Knox,  within  a  few  miles  of  the  centre  of 
the  State.  A  tract  of  eight  thousand  acres  of 
land,  very  ric^  and  fertile,  has  been  pnrcbasod 
liy  a  portion  of  the  ftmda  acquired,  and  on 
tUs  tract  the  bnildiDgs  (tf  the  college  have  been 
omntnenced.  Its  oe^nd  posititm  will  famish 

Til  bcilities  to  tbe  iiUuDitanta  of  every  part 
the  State.  This  college  has  been  incor- 
porated by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Ohio,  and  the  usual  privileges  have  been  con- 
ferred upon  it  From  the  rapid  progress  already 
nude  in  the  buildings,  its  entire  completion  will 
be  effected  in  a  very  short  period  of  time. 

There  is  always  an  interest  created  in  the 
pablie  mind  to  know  something  of  those  who 
wrote  their  lives,  and  their  b^rt  days,  for  the 
benefit  of  othera,  for  the  service  of  mankind. 
Kr.  R.  said  he  would  make  a  plain  statement 
to  the  Senate^  of  the  great  ana  extraordinary 
exertioofl  of  this  dismigniBhed  individual,  to 
bnild  up-thia  college^  an^  when  it  is  considered 
that  he  has  dtme  ao  mneh,  it  cannot  be  thought 
inexpedient  for  Oongress  to  do  something,  l^e 
President  of  this  institution,  is  at  prraent  the 
Bishop  of  Ohio.  He  was,  formerly,  au  Epis- 
copal clwgyman,  aattied  as  a  preacher  in  the 
ci^  of  Hulford,  Connecticut,  by  one  of  the 
most  respectable  and  wealthy  congregations  in 
th^  portion  of  the  Uni<m.  Had  he  been 
^atisfied  with  a  competent  support  through 
ule.  and  deorous  of  living  at  ease,  in  pleasant 
nu  accomplished  society,  he  would  have 
'^luiaad  wUli  his  cousregation.  But  his 
mud  was  of  a  higher  oiwr ;  he  was  de^mua 
^  beocmdng  mora  eztenrively  naeflil  to  his 
Mov-citizen^  and  of  enbui^ng  the  nAere  of 
beaevcient  ezertiona.  In  obedraoe  to 
these  high  and  honorable  feelings,  he  deter- 
mined upon  emigrating  to  the  western  coontry. 
He  left  his  sitoatian  with  great  rogret,  and 


rimilar  feelings  wrae  manifested  by  all  his 
fl'leads  and  acquaintanoee  at  their  separation. 
It  is  about  ten  years  since  he  established  him- 
self in  Ohio.  His  professional  duties  required 
him,  for  several  successive  years,  to  travel 
into  every  part  of  the  State,  and,  almost,  to 
every  county  within  the  limits  of  the  State. 
Here  he  collected  the  dispersed  and  scattered 
members  of  his  society,  and  organized  them 
into  cborohes.  It  was  a  work  of  great  labor, 
and  required  his  constant  and  unremitted  exer- 
tions. While  thus  engaged,  be  became  exten- 
sively acquainted  with  the  citizens  of  Ohio, 
and  of  the  situation  and  condition  of  the 
li^ng  generation.  He  saw,  with  deep  regret 
the  great  deficiency  that  elated  in  the  means  tk 
edneatlon ;  and  having  oonneoted  his  destiniw 
witii  the  people  the  West,  he  rescdved  to 
exert  all  nis  ener^es  to  collect  fuods  and 
establiah  a  college  for  the  purpose  of  instruct- 
ing the  youth  of  the  country.  It  was  a  task 
of  no  ordinary  character.  It  required  per- 
severance and  firmness  of  purpose,  which  but 
few  possess.  He  commenced  the  work  and 
has  triumphed. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  object,  the  Presi- 
dent of  tliis  institution,  a  few  years  since, 
visited  England,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting 
contributions  to  enable  htm  to  build  his  college. 
He  hod  been  there  but  a  short  time  before  a 
groat  interest  was  extdted  in  his  favor,  and 
many  of  the  mwt  distinguished  pera(HUuea  of 
thatoonntry  oontribnted  largely.  Lord  Eci^ 
yon,  whose  name  the  college  bears,  took  an 
active  and  decided  part,  and  a  similar  feeling 
and  sentiment  were  created  in  others.  From 
those  generous  bcuefactors  of  learning  and 
science  he  received  thirty  thousand  dollars  in 
money,  books,  and  other  articles  necessary 
for  such  an  establishment   These  funds,  bo 

Sineroudy  contributed  beyond  the  Atlantic, 
id  the  foundation  of  this  institution.  Nor 
have  our  own  citizens  in  the  United  States, 
been  less  mindful  of  the  great  interests  of 
education.  Hwe  than  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  have  been  nbscribed  by  the  people 
of  thia  eoontiT,  The  generous  and  the  patri- 
otic have  everywhero  lent  tbMr  aid,  and  up- 
wards of  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  have 
already  been  realized.  This  money  has  been 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  land,  to  Uie  erection 
of  the  neoeasuy  buildings,  and  placed  in  pro- 
ductive fbnds  for  the  support  of  Professorships. 
One  other  fact  ought  to  be  mentioned.  While 
the  gentleman  to  whom  reference  has  bo  often 
been  had,  was  in  En^and,  many  persons  were 
desirous  of  making  him  some  presents — of 
conferring  upon  htm -some  distinct  fovors,  all  of 
which  he  declined  receiving,  lest  an  imputation 
might  rest  npon  him  that  his  ol^eet  in  visiting 
that  country  was  ibr  his  own  private  benefit 
9bA  not  that  (tf  iJie  institntion.  He  requested 
that  all  those  presents,  intended  fbr  himsell^ 
might  be  given  to  the  cause  in  which  he  was 
engaged — they  reluctantly  yielded  to  his  re* 
quest,  and  gave  them  the  ulreotioa  he  required. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


658 


ABRIDaHENT  OF  THE 


SEIUIS.3 

Ur.  Pabbis  sdd,  that,  in  the  reply  to  8ag^e»- 
tions  of  the  gentleman  from  NorUi  Carohna, 
he  Toold  state,  that  both  the  colleges  in 
Maine,  to  which  a  grant  la  proposed  hj  the 
amendment,  are  diartered  institationa ;  each 
being  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Tmstees, 
perpetual  in  its  duration,  in  which  are  vested 
all  the  lands,  and  other  property,  belonjnng, 
or  in  any  way  appertuning,  thereto.  They 
are  not  incorporo^  as  sectarian  institntions, 
no  partioolar  religions  creed  being  required, 
by  cnarter  or  by  law,  as  a  neoessary  qualiflea- 
tion  for  their  President?,  Professors,  or  other 
officers.  Gentlemen  of  different  religtooB  aenti- 
menta  ocmstitote  their  Boards  of  Tnnteea,  and 
Btndcnta  of  er^ry  ralig^ona  denomtoation  an 
in^soriniiDately  admitted.  A  donation,  ^ere- 
fore,  granted  under  such  circnmatanoes,  would 
not  ennre  for  the  benefit  of  any  particular 
individual  or  reli^oos  sect,  or  even  exdndvely 
for  the  State,  but  for  all  who  may  hereafter 
have  occasion  to  resort  thither  for  the  1)aiefit 
of  instruction.  The  intima^n  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  that  the  ammdment  has  been  offered 
for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  progrew 
of  the  bill,  is  most  assuredly  erroneous.  The 
Senate  could  find  another,  and  undoubtedly  a 
sufficient  reason  for  the  propositiou  to  amend. 
The  public  lands  have  become  a  fbnd,  npoa 
•wUah  all  who  are  aeeklng  for  grants,  either 
for  charitable^  benercdent,  or  local  purposea, 
seem  anxions  to  draw.  AppUoationB  for  tbew 
lands,  for  snch  otject&  have  been  incmaauig 
from  year  to  year,  nndl  now  the  proportion 
to  relinquish  the  whole,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
States  in  which  they  are  sitnated,  has  been 
distinctly  submitted,  and  elaborately  advocated. 
It  shonld  bo  recollected,  that  the  pahllo  lands 
are  the  common  property  of  the  natioi,  par- 
chased  by  the  joint  ftmda,  or  conquered  by  the 
joint  efforts,  of  all  who  oomptued  the  Con- 
federacy at  the  time  of  their  acqnisition.  It 
is  not  wonderfhl,  then,  that  members  from 
other  States,  which  have  derived  no  especial 
benefits  from  these  lands;  for  whose  instlto- 
limu  or  improvements  not  an  aorci  haa  ever 
been  applied,  should  ask  for  some  small,  ineoith 
riderable  grants,  for  similar  purposes  wltUn 
their  own  States.  This  consideration,  Mr.  P. 
believed,  had  influenced  his  collea^  to  pro- 
pose the  amendment,  and  it  was  with  no  small 
decree  of  surprise,  that  be  perceived  the  oppo- 
sition to  that  amendment  arose  principally 
from  the  friends  of  the  bill.  Gentlemen  nave 
compared  the  claims  of  Ohio  with  those  of 
Haine ;  and,  because,  on  the  divinon  of  Massa- 
chusetts, her  public  lands  were  equally  as^gnod 
to  tiie  two  portions  originally  constituting  that 
State,  have  drawn  oonclasi<»is  unfavorable  to 
the  proposed  amendment.  What  bearing  that 
argument  can  have  upon  l^e  question,  is  not  > 
eaflly  poroeived.  The  publio  lands  of  Masaa- 
diusetts  were  the  c<Hmnon  properly  of  her 
whole  population.  A  portion  of  tbat  popula- 
tion is  formed  into  a  separate  community,  and 
being  legally  and  equitaUj  entitled  thMeto^ 
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receive  a  portion  of  ttt»  pnUie  fan&, 
to  its  proportion  .  <^  popmation.  Ttui  dcf 
community  has  also  a  common  intemt  vidt 
all  the  other  States,  in  the  pnUk  property  of 
the  Union.  And  can  this  Interest  be  in 
any  degree  affected  by  the  arrangemeots  villi 
Massacnosetts  t  Most  certunly  doL  Ab  w«fl 
might  it  be  argued  that  no  part  oS  the  pnUie 
rerraue  should  be  eqwnded  in  Kline,  or 
monitiona  of  war  be  deposited  tiierein  for  ber 
defence,  beoanae  a  portion  of  the  persoiul  prop- 
erty, iiudnding  ordnance  and  mititaiy  sbata 
which  she  bad  heretofore  owned  in  conuooa 
with  another  Stata,  baa  been  assigBed  to  W 
inserordty. 

If  the  Senator  from  Ohio  bad  toned  }k 
attention  to  another  view  of  this  caee-4f  b« 
had  taken  into  connderation  oth«-  iacts  ulaA 
seem  to  have  a  bearing  npon  the  qnestiin.  Ih 
might  well  have  came  to  a  difibrent  coocIqml 
It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten^  espedolly  in  iat 
cnssing  this  amendment,  that  one  thutj-niA 
part  of  all  the  pnbfie  landa  in  the  Siite  of 
Ohio  have  already  been  granted  for  the  dm  ^ 
schools  therein,  in  addition  to  what  has  beoi 
given  from  time  to  time,  for  the  endowment  uT 
colleges  and  academies.  And  what  baa  Maiae 
ever  had  from  the  public  lands  or  tnUie 
Treasury,  for  literat7  pnrpoaea  f  Not  a  qi^. 
While  la^  graiUs  luiva  been  made  for  viriov 
purposes  to  ottw  States— for  <ffi«iDg  mdk 
(MmRtructing  canals,  educating  Uie  oesf  mi 
dornb,  and  other  ofejecta-— the  DoiiMat  07 
efi^  ia  made  to  1^  in  a  State,  whieb  its 
ahared  nothing  from  thia  fond,  what  ut  v« 
told,  and  that,  too,  by  those  wlio  have  b«a 
large  partiapators  and  are  still  soGcitiiif 
raoret  Stana  aude,  yf»r  claima  are  still  to  be 
defeired  as  of  inferiw  merit.  It  is  nrgci  ■■ 
an  argument  in  fovrar  of  tfaia  giant,  thit  iti 
effect  will  be  to  rednoe  tbe  expoue  of 
oatiott  in  the  We^  and  that  the  beaefit  v^ 
aocme  to  those  of  that  nmm  whocsanotiwfl' 
av^  themselTee  of  the  advantages  of  a  pnUle 
edaoatlon,  for  want  of  the  mcesesiy  nietta 
The  same  reasui  apidiea,  with  equl  fvn 
in  fovor  of  the  proposed  ameadm»t,  m 
anothw  insdtotion  in  ICsine  founded  Borepii^ 
tioDlarly  for  the  instmctaon  of  those  dcs^ 
for  mechanical  and  ^rianltiml  eaapioja^^ 
might  with  great  prwriety,  have  bea  in- 
olnded.  It  is  no  less  miportant  in  the  Stsi, 
than  in  tiie  West,  that  the  expense  of  edii» 
tion  should  be  reduced ;  and  if  in  the  latter,  ia 
consequence  of  a  milder  climate  or  more  wo- 
duotive  soil,  the  expense  of  subsisteoce  is  1^ 
it  certainly  takes  nothing  from  the  £xoe  of  ibe 
argament  in  favor  of  the  fonner. 

Mr.  Ttlkb  wonld  not  have  risen  hot  fbrtbe 
reference  made  by  the  gentleman  fien  wo 
(Mr.  Uasbboh)  to  WUHun  and  Mary  CoBHt 
and  tlw  distinction  attempted  to  be  dran  m 
fki-or  d  Kenyni  Ci^lege,  to  the  pmsdief 
similar  institntions  in  Virginia.  £xi«iia** 
grants,  it  was  true,  had  been  made  to  VilliiB 
and  Maxjt  ^  the  Kii«  ot  Xngbod,  » 
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Rated  also  on  the  buis  of  private  donadow. 
But  miliam  and  Mary  was  not  the  v^j  literary 
imtitntion  in  that  State,  which  was  indebted 
to  private  donatioas.  The  College  of  Hamp- 
itxi  Sidney,  which  had  been  for  many  years 
lu^y  prof^roQs,  had  been  reared  entirely 
torn  toe  aabsoriptiona  of  in^'ridnala,  never 
ismg  reoeived  as  he  bdiered  one  dollar  tnm 
tbe  ezchegner  of  the  State.  The  same  remark 
TU  eqnaUy  true  in  regard  to  Waahington 
C(^ege ;  and,  as  to  the  Univendty  of  Yirguda, 
lithM^  it  had  reodred  connderable  eooow- 
neota  at  the  handa  of  the  Le^slatan,  yet  it 
d»  bad  TeoBiTedimprntant  ^frvmthe  oontri- 
bntioBB  of  in^vidoalit  If  the  rig^t  oMed  to 
mk»  grants  of  the  natmn  eoatemptafted  hf  tiie 
taU,  be  ooold  not  admit  that  any  distjnetion 
existed,  either  in  principle  or  policy,  between  the 
case  <A  Eenyon  O^llege  and  those  whiefa  he  had 
umed.  If  any  one  State  in  the  Union  had 
Kronger  claims  than  any  other  on  the  pnblio 
luds,  sardy  it  would  not  be  denied  that  Vir- 
ginia was  that  State.  She  had  sorrendered  an 
extemire  empire,  oat  of  which  had  been 
caired  important  States.  Those  States  migbt 
be  jtutly  considered  to  be  her  daoghtera,  for 
ThQM  benefit  ^e  had  sorrendered  her  lands — 
whilst  she  had  placed  herself  somewhat  in  the 
■itnitioB  of  King  Lear.  Bat  he  did  not  ask 
ID  sppropriation  of  a  portim  of  the  pnbUo 
lends  to  the  colleges  of  Vii^ida.  He  did  not 
bdieve  that  Congress  had  sny  ti^t  to  make 
neb  ^iprapriation  either  to  them  or  to  any 
other  Hterary  institution.  On  the  contrary,  he 
protested  aguaist  the  passageof  the  bill  under 
con^eration,  because  be  bdieved  there  was  a 
total  absence  of  such  power  in  Congress. 

It  might  be  considered  that  the  proportion 
before  the  Senate  was  of  little  consequence. 
He  did  not  think  so.  Immensely  important 
eooMqaences  often  flowed  from  apparently 
Infliog  caoses.  The  proposition  made  by  Mr^ 
MadteoQ,  when  he  was  a  Member  of  Oongress, 
to  caoae  a  warvt^  to  be  made  of  a  post  road 
from  Ifadne  to  Georgia;  a  proporition  irtiush, 
It  ttte  time,  scarcely  attraetea  the  attention  of 
tbe  public;  had  been  made  the^  ba^  of  the 
^fstom  of  roads  and  canals.  All'the  advocates 
of  that  system  planted  themselves  npon  that 
precedent  witii  an  lur  of  triumph.  The  em- 
pathies of  Congress  had  been  appealed  to  on 
Kbalf  of  the  deaf  and  damb,  and  land  had 
been  given.  That  was  already  qnoted  as 
a  precedent  justifying,  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  He  thought  that,  if  the  present  bill 
I^^sed,  the  Government  might  fairly  be  con- 
sidered as  having  acted  upon  a  new  doctrine 
P^naot  with  consequences  tbe  most  fatal  in 
ueir  character  to  ^e  sover^gnty  of  the  States. 
If  Congress  had  the  ri^^t  to  endow  a  college, 
It  had  an  equal  right  to  estabUah  primary 
Hhoola  of  mstraotion ;  and  a  ^stem  reared 
iipoii  tUs  principle  would  address  itself  as 
■wrongly  to  the  inters  of  the  States,  as  any 
other  whieb  had  been  acted  upon.  Nor  were 
ms  fears  vfoa  this  saldeot  wboOj  fanigtuiu. 


The  Prerident,  in  Ids  first  message,  bad  tbonght 
proper  to  recommend  the  establishment  of  a 
National  University;  and,  aoting  upon  the 
principle  m  extento,  a  propoaition,  he  believed, 
had  been  made  in  the  House  of  Bepresentativea 
shortiy  thereafter  to  eatabliah  primary  aohoola 
throaghout  the  Union.  Vere  ^tlemen  pre- 
pared to  set  a  precedent  which  would  be 
otfried  to  such  oonolusionsf  He  wanted  to 
know  of  wliat  value  the  State  Governments 
could  be  if  this  Qovemment  took  into  its  hands 
the  sroerrision  oi  the  hii^wi^s  and  the  ednc^ 
tloB  of  Imp  children  t 

Mr.  Bnraov  otjeeted  to  dogging  the  bill 
with  a  new  provisM>n  at  that  stage,  after  it  had 
midemaie  all  the  ordinary  fonns,  and  had 
been  dusonased  in  Committee  of  tiie  Whole,  and 
waa  ripe  tot  final  deciaiou.  He  objected,  also^ 
to  running  parallels  between  Uie  claims  of  dif- 
ferent Sti^  and  striking  a  balance  which  was 
to  be  liquidated  by  lej^ative  acta.  He  oon- 
oeived  that  every  bill  onght  to  depmd  upon  its 
own  merits,  and  not  upon  its  sssociations,  and 
that  the  one  in  question  (for  the  benefit  of  the 
Kenyon  Coll^)  ought  to  be  left  to  run  ita 
oourse,  free  from  tbe  annpanionship  of  the 
way  passengers  which  might  attempt  to  Join 
CMnpany  with  it.  This  1ml  was  for  an  object 
qwolfie,  not<»ioQB,  and  recommended  by  the 
avmNe  request  of  tiie  Legislature  ctf  Ohia 
A  legislative  request  from  a  sovereign  State 
ought,  at  least,  to  stand  for  eometiiiog.  The 
new  States,  he  admitted,  appeared,  almost  too 
frequently  for  their  own  dignity,  at  the  bar  of 
Congress,  in  the  diaraoter  of  petitioners ;  but 
this  case  waa  not  subject  to  that  remark.  It 
was  an  application  in  behalf  of  a  Uterary  insti- 
tution, wjuoh  had  made  ita  way,  from  small  be- 
ginnings, to  a  point  of  eminent  usefulness,  and 
tiiat  diiefly  by  tbe  great  exertions  of  a  single 
individual,  the  pious  and  learned  inflate,  Bish- 
<^  Chase.  The  fact  that  the  institution  bad 
t}een  able  to  command  so  Idgh  s  teetimtailal  of 
reward  from  the  Legislature  (tf  the  State  ia 
which  it  was  placed,  would  be  o(molnriv«  that 
it  merited  tbe  fUendly  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. The  amount  of  aid  aslced  was  not  con- 
siderable, whetiier  we  regarded  the  ability  ti 
tbe  donor,  or  the  meritorious  nature  of  the  do- 
nation. The  United  States  had  more  land  than 
die  could  sell  for  any  terms,  even  the  lowest. 
The  township  requested  would  make  no  dimi- 
nution which  could  be  felt  or  known.  The 
benefit  of  it  woqld  aceme  to  future  as  well  as 
to  existing  ^nerstions,  to  the  people  of  any 
part  of  the  Union  as  well  as  Ohio.  Students 
may  go  there  from  any  State,  and  receive  the 
benefits  of  education  on  terms  of  unexampled 
moderation.  If  the  new  States,  and  Ohio 
among  others,  were  the  owners  of  all  the  va^ 
cant  soil  witiiin  their  limits,  it  might  be  proper 
tot  them  to  sustdn  their  institutions  upon  th^ 
own  resources ;  bat  as  the  £Bct  was,  all  the  va- 
cant soil  belonging  to  the  Federal  Government, 

Saying  no  taxes,  bearing  no  share  of  the  pob- 
0  biirti»n%  there  me  outidDly  a  moral  oUip 
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eatfon  on  this  great  landlord,  an  abeentee  in 
uie  WOTst  sense  of  the  word,  to  contribute  to 
the  odTanennent  of  thdr  pahlic  ottJect,  wheth- 
er for  the  improvement  of  the  nund  or  the 
country,  or  otherwise.  He  knew  it  might  be 
said  that  the  United  States  had  made  an  appro- 
priation of  land  for  schools ;  but  he  considered 
aU  such  appropriations  greatly  overbalanced  in 
this  case,  by  the  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
which  Ohio  had  paid  for  pubUc  lands,  by  the 
taxes  which  she  had  lost,  and  by  tho  increased 
value  which  the  indostry  and  capital  of  her 
citizens  had  cast  upon  the  pnblio  lands.  Hr. 
B.  oonclttded  with  saying,  that  he  need  not 
descant  upon  tiie  valne  of  edncation  in  a  free 
country.  He  woaUt  barely  say,  that  the  pres- 
ervati(m  of  our  repahlioan  inratntioius  most 
depend  as  much  npMi  the  intelligaioe  as  npcm 
the  virtue  of  its  citizens. 

Ur.  MoLaki  was  derirons  of  wo  modHying 
the  bill,  as  to  make  it  more  comprehensive,  so 
that,  if  it  were  proper  to  pass  it  at  all,  it  might 
embrace  other  objects  than  the  particular  insti- 
tution provided  for.  He  was  nnwilliog  that 
the  bill  should  proceed  in  its  present  shape.  It 
involved  a  subject  of  great  magnitude,  and  pro- 
posed gAing  further  than  we  had  ever  gone  be- 
fore. Hitherto  wo  bad  confined  oar  donations 
of  public  lands  to  institntions  for  the  education 
oi  the  deaf  and  dumb.  To  be  sore,  these  were 
Institntions  of  a  peraliar  duraetu*,  as  well  as  It 
regarded  the  mode  of  instruction,  as  the  unfcH"- 
tonate  objects  of  their  care ;  and  on  these  ao- 
coonts  stood  in  need  of  aid,  which  might  not 
be  had  from  individual  resources.  On  this 
ground  he  had  hitherto  stood,  bat  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  travel  beyond  that,  and  appropriate 
the  public  lands  for  the  founding  and  endow- 
ment of  an  ordinary  college.  He  did  not  know 
that  be  should  be  opposed  to  snch  appropria- 
tiuns,  if  Uie  policy  coold  be  extended  to  all  the 
States,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the 
ol{jects  of  education  in  each.  He  was  unwill- 
ing to  confine  the  favor  to  a  nngle  institution, 
in  a  particular  State,  without  a  promeet  of  ez- 
tendmg  its  advantages  to  others.  The  whde 
snlf}ect  was  one  of  great  lmp<ntanoeu  and  he 
thoa^t  it  incumbent  on  us  to  w«gta  it  well 
before  we  acted  definitively  in  any  particular 
oase.  He  thought  we  could  not  make  this 
grant  to  Ohio,  and  refuse  it  to  other  States. 
The  land  was  alike  the  property  of  the  whole 
Union,  though  the  gentieman  from  Ohio  (Hr. 
Habrisoh)  seemed  to  oonsidw  it  the  exclunve 
property  of  the  new  States.  It  had  been  ac- 
quired by  the  common  ftands,  and  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  whole,  and  if  it  were  now 
to  be  given  for  tiie  purposes  of  education,  there 
was  no  reason  why  ul  the  parts  should  not 
share  equally.  He  saw  nothim  in  this  partio* 
ular  institution  which  entiUed  it  to  peenliar 
favor ;  he  thoD^tt  too,  when  this  policy  was 
adopted,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  give  to 
such  State  ita  jroper  proportion  of  the  land,  to 
be  applied  as  in  its  own  judgment  might  be 
pR^w  to  the  leTenl  initittttiuia  witun  ita 
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limits.  ICr.  IfoL.  would,  therefim,  men  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  tiie  Gonmuttee  <ni  PnWe  , 
Lands,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  ex-  . 
pediency  of  making  donations  oi  laud  to  t»A 
of  the  States,  for  the  tappmt  of  otdlegeE  witl^  i 
those  States.  i 

Ur.  Babtox  opposed  the  bill.   The  Stitet^  i 
Ohio,  in  his  opinion,  had  no  special  clnm  to 
tills  donation ;  and  that  State  had  already  n-  I 
ceived  its  full  share  of  land  for  the  parposes  of  , 
education.   He  thought,  if  the  lands  were  to 
be  applied  in  this  way,  they  ought  to  be 
plied  equally  to  all  tiie  States  in  the  toion. 
There  were  a  hundred  institutioas  in  the  oood- 
try  with  equal  claims  upcm  Ooiwrest. 

Hr.  Hatbs  said  that  tliis  bOThad  been  eoa- 
ridered,  by  the  Senator  fecm  Ohio,  as  uakiog  ! 
an  ^peal  to  the  good  feeUngs  of  the  Geaate— 
and  another  gentleman  had  gone  so  br  as  te  ! 
say,  that,  to  vote  for  it,  would  tmly  be  sa  act  I 
of  prefer  courtesy  to  those  at  whcee  iasUixe  i 
it  had  been  introduced.    Bach  is  the  guise,  Hr.  ' 
President,  under  which  a  measure  is  nsbmd 
into  this  House  which  involves  one  of  tbe  moA 
important  principles  Uiat  coold  possibly  be  ah- 
mitted  to  our  oonsideration ;  and  which,  should 
it  be  sanctioned,  will  establish  a  |>reoedeiit.  tbst 
cannot  be  followed  up  to  its  Intimate  coase- 
quencea,  without  undermining  the  very  ton-  | 
dations  of  the  Federal  Government  &t,  is  i 
matters  of  mere  ooartesy  and  good  feeling.  1 
should  be  diipoeed  to  go  aa  £tf  as  any  pMie-  ! 
man  here ;  and  towards  the  new  States,  1  btn  ' 
never  cherished  any  sentiments  bnt  ibm  of 
kindness.   But,  when  it  is  pn^iosed  to  extssd  j 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  GoTemment  to  the  j 
ject  of  education,  within  the  limits  of  tbe  mt* 
eral  States— when  we  are  called  upon  to  stretch  | 
the  constitntion,  so  as  to  embrace  that  laife  j 
dass  of  subjects  which  appertain  to  the  im*  I 
I>rovement  of  the  moral  and  inteUeetasl  roodi- 
tion  of  the  people  within  those  States— aie  «• 
to  be  tcdd  that  the  decision  of  a  qnesitoit  <rf 
such  immense  magnitude  dnwnda  orarelf  npoB 
the  oourteaiy  and  good  feefing  of  this  Btwef 
Gentlemen  insist  that  we  must  coifine  ouris- 
quiries  Btrletlv  to  this  UH,  which  rocrdr  vo- 
poses  to  grant  a  townslup  of  land  to  a  nUege 
in  Ohio.   Bat  why  do  so,  sir?  Is  it  becia** 
gentiemen  are  unwilling  to  have  expend  to 
open  view  the  maonitude  oi  the  qncFtion  in* 
volved  in  it?   Is  it  becanse  they  annbend 
that  the  grant  of  a  rinde  township  to  Ohi« 
will  be  considered  a  small  matter,  while  s  «tiiu- 
lar  provision  for  every  State  in  the  TniMi 
would  excite  the  vigilance,  and  alara  the  fcsn 
of  those  who  look  with  distrust  on  all  extn- 
sions  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Gortn- 
ment,  and  especially  over  sul^iectB  vhidi  p^co- 
liariy  beloi^  to  the  individaal  Stalest  Bel. 
nr,  can  any  gentlanan  wink  so  hard  as  aet  to 
see  that  tiiis  bill  doe^  in  tnth,  involre  tht 
question,  wbctiiw  the  Federal  GovenuKtf 
shall  take  the  sul^Jeet  of  edocatioo  iota itsow 
hands,  and  appropriate  the  natioaal  fnooi  u> 
thatot^t  IpnthtothecaiidoritftbeSea- 
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liMi  of  Ohio  to  say,  if  this  bill  should  pass, 
will  they — can  they — refuse  s  similar  gemt  to 
Mbaonri  or  Kentucky,  or  to  any  uie  new 
States  f  And  when  education  shall  be  amply 
provided  for,  by  grants  <tf  the  public  prcq>erty 
m  ill  of  Uie  new  States  will  they  refuse  ^i- 
lar  ruts  to  "the  good  Old  Thirteen!  "  Can 
tiiey  reftise  it  to  Virginia,  who  generoosly  and 
magninimoasly  snrrenderM,  witibout  price,  the 
Terr  diHnsin  out  of  which  this  grant  is  to  be 
made,  and  who  surrendered  it,  too,  on  the  ex- 
pre9§  condition  that  it  should  be  i^)pUed  to  the 
eqiul  benefit  of  all  the  States  ?  Grant  it  to 
Vu^iua,  and  sorely  it  cannot  be  denied  to  any 
other  State  in  the  Union.  Will  either  of  the 
Senators  from  Ohio  now  rise  in  his  place  and 
teQ  us,  that  he  will  vote  a^ost  any  such 
pnipo^tiiHil  I  know  they  will  not.  Sudi  a 
aecisration  would  be  the  death-warrant  of  this 
bE  Then,  Kr.  Prein^nt^  I  am  jostifled  in 
Munhig,  (what  is  in  truth  beyond  a  question,) 
Hat  the  passage  of  flils  Ull  must,  of  necesdt7, 
noitaaliy  lead  to  the  grant  of  at  least  25,000 
seres  <tf  the  public  lands  to  every  State  in  the 
Union,  for  the  purposes  ot  edneation.  The 
qaestioQ  is  therefore  now  fairly  brought  up, 
whether  it  is  constitutional  and  expedient  for 
the  Goverament  of  the  United  States  to  take 
this  subject  under  their  care,  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Dcls- 
wsre,  (Mr.  MoLane,)  to  recommit  the  bill, 
Tith  instrnotions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  similar  grant  to  every  State  in  the 
I'nion,  because  it  looks  the  snbject  fairly  in  the 
^  and  presents  the  true  qnesticHi,  which  we 
we  DOW  eilled  upon  to  detdde ;  and  because,  if 
ve  are  to  make  s  grant  to  aiqr  one  State,  I  am 
tleariy  in  fimtr  of  making  riimlar  grants  to  oil. 

Bi^  rir,  I  hm  no  hMitatim  whatever,  in 
ntorin^  at  tills  stage  of  the  bnriness,  my  pro- 
test against  the  extension  q{  the  jnrisdietion, 
»>d  the  a^prc^riation  of  the  fonds  of  the  Fed- 
^  Ooveniment,  to  purposes  of  education 
within  the  several  States.  I  know  that  all 
messares  for  the  promotion  of  benevolent  ob- 
jects find  an  advocate  in  the  IxMoms  of  most  men, 
tad  that  the  idea  that  the  national  funds  shonla 
be  appropriated  to  the  improvement  of  the 
tonditioQ  ol  the  people,  (whether  by  cutting 
roads  and  canids,  enlarging  the  boundaries  of 
M^enee,  or  cultivating  we  minds  and  morals  of 
^  enumnoity,)  is  one  very  apt  to  be  cherished 
V  >Q  tiiose  benevdent  persons,  who^  when  a 
PNxt  end  is  to  be  aoomni^ished,  never  trouble 
f^Mnselves  with  an  examination  into  the  evils 
may  grow  out  of  tlie  measures  adopted 
«>f  ita  soeomfdishment  To  sach  men,  the  hare 
"'■^cstion  thi^  the  oonstitdtion  opposes  a  bar 
to  the  prosecution  of  any  jnst  or  benevolent 
Kheme,  is  rc^«rdod  as  a  profanation  of  the  sa- 
cred character  of  that  instrument  But,  sir, 
»e,  who,  though  charged  with  the  duty  "  of 
Keiog  that  the  Bepoblio  sustains  no  detri- 
iiwnt,"  find  oiursdves  restrained  within  the  lim- 
of  a  itriotly  delegated  authority ;  who  per- 
^Te,  andfasL  and  ve  eonapeUed  to  ackoowl- 


edge,  that  the  liberties  of  this  country  can  only 
be  preserved  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  con- 
stitotion ;  we,  who  know  that,  to  extend  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Govemmeut  over 
matters  clearly  reserved  to  the  States,  will 
finally  ov»Uirow  tills  beantifiil  fUbrio  of  Gor- 
eniment,  which  now  stands  the  adn^ratitm 
of  the  world ;  we,      In  the  exerdse  of  oar 
bi^  and  sacred  trust,  cannot  be  infloenoed  1^ 
any  consideraticHi  but  the  preearatioa  of  the 
liberties  entrusted  to  our  care.   It  is  our  Avtj, 
sir,  to  exert  a  vigilant  control  over  every  de- 
partment  of  this  Government,  and  to  resist 
every  temptation  to  overleap  the  bounds  of 
our  authority.   Sir,  I  am  not  more  firmly  con- 
vinced of  the  unparalleled  excellence  of  our 
institutions,  than  that  tiiey  mnst  be  of  short 
duration,  if  this  Government  shall  long  con- 
tinue to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  matters 
which  belong  to  the  States.   By  the  very  fonn 
and  strooture  ct  our  Qoverament,  the  Jnri8dio> 
titm  ovet-  all  matters  of  a  domestio  or  looal 
nature  is  reserved  exetnslTdy  to  the  Staten 
To  tiie  Federal  Government  belong  tiiose  pow- 
ers which  concern  the  fimi^  relations  of  the 
coontiy — such  as  the  question  of  peace  and 
war,  our  commercial  relations,  and  others  of  a 
similar  character.   While  this  great  divisitm  is 
strictiy  adhered  to,  and  good  faith  is  obsarred 
on  both  sides,  bannony  will  exist — ^bnt,  whm 
the  Federal  Government  shall  undertake,  with 
its  patronage,  its  influence,  and  its  revenue,  to 
invade  the  States — to  interfere  witli,  to  regu- 
late, and  to  control,  their  domestic  concerns 
then  will  bwin  that  mighty  struggle,  the  issoe 
of  which  will  decide  whether  this  sbiQl  becmne 
a  great  conac^dated  Oovemment,  (with  idl 
power  centred  here,)  or  continue  a  Confedra<> 
aey  of  free  and  indroendent  States.  It  will  be 
a  struggle  between  liberty  and  deq)otism :  for, 
surely,  no  man  can  be  so  infatnated  as  not  to 
perceive  that  the  destruction  of  the  sovereign^ 
of  the  States  most  inevitably  lead  to  deqiottntt 
here.   Bat,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  constitutional  ques- 
tions involved  in  this  bill.    My  purpose  is 
merely  to  rouse  tiie  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  importance  of  this  question — to  put  them 
on  their  guard  against  suffering  what  I  mnit 
connder  as  an  ahmning  extenrion  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  Govranmenl^  to  creep  into 
our  lepslatioo,  in  the  humble  and  imposing 
garb  m  a  charitable  donation  to  a  literary  in- 
stitution.   Sir,  this  Government  has  already 
gone  too  far  in  assuming  jurisdiction  over  sub- 
jects which  either  do  not  belong  to  them  at  oil, 
or  which  they  could  only  exercise  under  lim- 
itations which  have  been  wht^y  disT^arded. 
Let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  powers  which 
Congress  have  already  assumed,  as  well  as  the 
extent  of  that  which  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  exert.   The  Federal  Government  has  taken 
under  its  charge  the  whole  subject  of  internal 
improvements  within  the  several  States,  with- 
out restriction  or  limitation.   We  are  now  sur*- 
veying  the  eonntry,  teem  VUtaa  to  Georgia, 
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■nd  fiom  tbo  Aflaatie  to  the  lUiriflaippi,  na^, 
beyond  the  IDaBisdppi,  to  the  t«7  firtm^tB  of 
Ibzioo,  vith  a  view  to  tlie  wtablidiment  oi  a 
siiagidfioent  eystem  of  intonal  improTement 
"We  have  already  appropriated  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  millions  of  acres  ai  land,  to  these  ob- 
jects, and  have  already  aotaally  eorveyed  the 
routes  of  roads  and  canals,  whidi  it  woald  take 
the  Thole  revenue  of  the  country,  for  twenty 
years,  to  eoostmct,  and  yet  the  snrrers  are  not 
completed.  Roads  and  canals  for  military  and 
commercial  purposes,  and  for  the  transportfr* 
ti<m  of  the  mu^  have  been  laid  out  in  every 
direction.  Bat  these,  we  are  told,  are  all  na* 
tionaL  Sir,  I  ahonld  really  be  dad  to  know 
what  gentlemen  mean  l^a  nammal  road  or 
eanaL  If  those  only  are  national,  in  which 
vnrj  State  has  an  interest,  then,  oertidiily, 
very  few  of  that  description  nave  yet  been  aor- 
veyed ;  and  if  all  are  national  in  which  any 
portion  of  the  people  have  any  interest,  then 
all  are  of  this  character.  In  the  latitade  as- 
sumed on  this  subject,  it  is  certain  that  l^e 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  is  limited 
only  by  its  will,  and  may  be  exerted  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  whole  resources  of  the  country; 
and  it  will,  I  fear,  be  found,  in  its  ezerdse,  to 
be  a  power  not  to  unite,  but  "  to  divide  the 
States,  by  roads  and  canals."  Having  assumed 
to  Toiuadvea  unlimited  jurisdiction  over  hiter- 
naf  lm]NrovenientB,  your  next  step  waa  to  take 
imder  your  can  the  Bnlfjeot  of  ofaarttiM 
Townships  of  land  liave  been  gnnted  to  Ken- 
tucky, Gonneotiout,  and  other  States,  for  the 
benefit  of  Uie  deaf  and  dumb.  lUi  haa  been 
done,  because  these  unhappy  persons  wne  nn- 
fortunote.  But  are  not  Itinallcs  equally  nnfor- 
tuate  f  Is  there  a  form  of  human  misery  bet- 
ter calculated  to  excite  fdl  the  sympathies  of 
our  nature,  than  a  family  of  helpless  children, 
left  in  a  state  of  orphanage,  without  tiie  means 
of  support  ?  Are  the  a^  and  the  side,  and 
the  destitute  of  every  class  and  condition,  to 
be  excluded  from  your  bounty,  if  misfortune 
alone  is  to  be  the  ground  of  your  interfierence  ? 
Bir^  it  is  elear  that,  on  the  same  principle  on 
which  you  have  andertaken  to  provide,  out  of 
the  national  funds,  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  yon 
may  take  all  the  charities  of  the  country  into 
your  own  hands,  and  -build  up  a  system  of  na- 
tional poor  laws  as  oppressive  as  that  of  Great 
Britain.  But  now  we  are  called  upon  to  take 
another  most  important  step.  We  are  to  make 
a  grant  to  private  persons,  to  enable  them  to 
establish  a  college.  It  is  not  a  grant  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  but  to  a  corporation,  conristing 
only  of  a  few  private  individuals.  A  great 
deal  has  been  sgdd  of  the  benevolent  character 
and  distinguished  talents  of  the  right  reverend 
gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  Kenyon  Col- 
lege ;  and  the  eiraellence  of  the  Systran  adopted 
at  that  institation  baa  been  highly  enlo^ed. 
Kr,  I  accede  to  all  that  has  bem  add  on  theae 
pomta.  But,  if  you  make  a  grant  to  one  col- 
lege in  Ohio,  will  yon  not  be  called  upon,  and 
on  jm  refiiafl^  to  make  It  to  otheral  And 


when  you  have  passed  through  all  the  reqw- 
table  colleges  in  the  United  States,  muEt  jct 
not  take  up  the  common  schools,  and  pionda 
also  for  them?  In  short,  at  what  point  mjM 
to  stop  f  It  is  to  my  mind  peifecUy  dair,  thri, 
if  you  pass  this  bill,  you  mi^,  on  the  mat 
principle,  be  called  uptm  to  provide  foriH tlu 
literary  and  scientific  iostitutions  in  the  Zma. 
Sir,  if  the  subject-matter  is  fairiy  wi^  jtnr 
jurisdiction,  it  will  be  better  to  adopt  s  gisod 
system,  at  onoe,  for  the  «dvanceoi«Dt  of  eda- 
cation  in  every  State  of  the  Union.  My  otgM- 
tion  rests  on  the  ground  of  your  baring,  uiida 
the  constitotuw,  nothing  at  all  to  do  wisii  tbi 
saUeot. 

Hr.  Uuxa  said  that  it  was  of  little  cos» 
qoenoe  whetiiar  tbe  InH  passed  witti  st  withnt 
toe  amendmmt  Eitho'  way,  it  would  donee- 
Bb'ate  that,  whenever  a  door  waa  <Kiee  ofoti, 
they  never  shot  it.  It  b^an  with  the  deaf  ind 
dumb,  and  it  is  going  on,  so  that,  before  km;, 
it  will  embrace  every  thing.  I  dcn^t  like  to 
hear  members  talk  about  the  constitution,  »id 
iSr.  JL  It  is  useless.  I  have  taken  my  tan 
of  it  some  years  .ago.  Thia  donatioi  is  ficff  i 
college  e^abliahed  t>y  a  meritorious  mdrridtiiL 
But,  if  we  look  to  the  merits  of  indindulih 
wbra-e  shall  we  stop?  Is  this  the  only 
lishmuit  in  the  United  States  which  merib 
assistance?  Yale  Cdlege  haa  alwsys  kcs 
hig^y  ^ken  0^  and  that  bcsassoodadiiiB 
asthia.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  ia  a  Sou 
fnatitnlMm,  or  whether  the  States  msn^  tbae 
establishments  in  the  North  and  West--lHit,  is 
the  South,  the  State  puts  them  up  sod  sopf^ 
the  fund*.  If  you  begin  with  this  institDue, 
where  will  you  «»d  ?  Do  you  not  beliew  tlsi 
it  will  open  a  door  for  the  entrance,  vitli  < 
petition,  of  every  State  in  the  Unioal  It  viU 
bring  the  States  to  Ckuigreas,  where  they  serer 
ought  to  come.  These  things  ^ipesr  smill  is 
the  banning,  but  they  grow  in  cMueqiieDee 
as  they  gooa.  As  to  the  desire  for  edncatio^ 
it  is  umversal;  there  ia  ntA  a  maa  ia  tu 
United  States  who  haa  aa  much  knowledge  « 
he  covets.  The  argument  thrt  cdocatiiw 
blessing,  has  never  been  daiied.  Bntwuitu 
be  managed  by  Coogresa  t  As  thc^  wait  ce  b> 
increase  the  powers  of  the  Kattcmsl  Ixa^ 
ture,  they  made  it  more  unwieldy,  sua  ^- 
creased  Uie  fricti<Hi  of  the  machinery.  AH  ti« 
States  would  ask  for  assistance,  if  it  was  p«<^  ' 
to  one.  There  was  formeriy  a  coUese  in  Utij- 
Und,  and  it  was  burnt  down,  and  all  the  pn^ 
erty  was  destroyed,  but  the  land;  ind  ^ 
had  never  been  able  to  put  it  again ;  loi  ^ 
remains  as  it  was.  Vhether  this  ^ 
sectarian  college  or  not,  he  did  not  know ;  W 
he  was  agunst  the  donation,  on  all  oooadvi*- 
tions,  as  setting  a  had  exampW      .   . .  l. 

The  motitoi  to  reeommit  was  decided  mtM 

*^e^  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  • 
third  reading;  and  on  the  81st  of  Msrcb.  d 
was  read  a  tiiiid  time,  paiasd,  and  sMtttotM 

House  af  BopressBtatim 
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.FVmusi  Golenial  Trade, 

Ths  Inll  to  renkte  Interoonrae  vith  the 
idudi  (rf  Ifartiniqne  and  Gtudaloupe,  vas 
mda  leeoiid  time. 

Ur.  WooDBtiKT  nid  it  was  nmieoeaBary  for 
Mm,  at  this  titne,  to  offer  an^  thing  beyond  a 
brief  explanition  of  the  origin  and  operation 
of  this  bill  It  win  be  reooUected,  said  he, 
that,  ia  1826,  the  ^tish  Government,  by  an 
Order  in  Coondl,  opened  many  of  their  porta 
ta  their  West  IndiA  colonies  to  all  the  world,  on 
oertaia  q>eeified  terms.  Those  terms  it  is  not 
important  to  enomerate,  except  that  the  meas- 
ire  Tsa  required  to  be  met  by  other  nations, 
Tithin  a  particular  time,  by  commercial  rega- 
Mons  (tf  B  liberal  and  reciprocal  character. 
^  history  of  the  attempt  1^  this  Senate  to 
nciprooate  the  meaaare^  is  fresh  in  the  remem- 
1inDee<tf  all,  and  the  oonseqaenoes  ai  well  as 
the  aases  of  the  ftllture  of  that  attempt  need 
not  now  be  repeated.  But  the  Frenco  Gov- 
ernment early  seized  apon  the  opp(»*tunity 
<^ered  by  the  Britidk  order,  to  extend  the 
comnierce  of  her  dq>«idettoiea,  and  met  it  by 
the  French  ordinance  of  Febraary,  1826.  That 
ordiQsnce  has  recently  been  placed  on  the  tables 
(J  all  the  members  of  this  Hoose ;  and  its  pro* 
nsioDs,  eqoalinng  the  duties  on  tonnage  to 
TCssels  of  all  nations  that  enter  Goadelonpe 
ind  M&rtiniqne,  and  imposing  a  very  low  tariff 
on  many  important  articles  of  export  from 
thi>  ootuitry  to  those  idaodL  are  now  famlUar 
toill. 

The  present  bill  is  intended  to  reciprooaie^  In 
t  fiieiialy  ^wit,  the  provinims  vlt  the  orat- 
BUK  jCr.  W.  said  he  eoold  oono^Te  of  no 
ot{{eetioD  to  its  passage,  unless  gentlemen 
ihoqld  apprehend  that  some  important  cause, 
dnrinc  the  last  two  years,  has  prevented  any 
Iteps  being  taken  to  meet  Uie  ordinance,  which 
ought  still  to  prevent  any ;  or  ^t  the  bill  goes 
fiirtber  in  its  indulgences  than  the  ordinance. 

As  to  the  first  supposed  objection,  Mr.  W. 
remarked,  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a  communi- 
otion  from  the  Department  of  State,  in  an- 
ETer  to  inquiries  by  the  committee,  and  which 
vonld  be  read,  if  any  member  desired  it,  as- 
%niiw  cert^n  reasons  for  the  delay.  It  ap- 
ptsrea  by  this  communication  that  the  ordi- 
lunce  Tas  presented  to  this  Government,  by 
the  resident  French  IGnLster,  as  early  as  Jnne, 
It  ia  stated  that  no  special  demand  was 
thea  made,  as  to  what  should  be  done  in  rela- 
to  it;  tiiat  the  President  doubted  his 
fxwer  to  meet  it  by  proclamation  under  our 
t«tute  of  Janu^ffy,  1834,  concerning  the  re- 
iQoyal  of  discriminating  duties ;  that  Its  pabli- 
fation  was  noticed  in  some  American  news- 
iwpei',  by  the  State  Department,  soon  after  it 
J^KoeiTed,  though,  Mr.  W.  said,  it  had  not 
Men  his  fortune  to  see  it  republished  in  any  of 
toe  ITorthem  cranmercial  papers,  or  in  those 
P""ted  it  the  seat  of  QoTenuufnt;  and  that 
aothiog  tinee  bad  been  doM)  or  had  pubUd^ 


transpired,  concerning  the  ordinance,  till,  on  a 
resolution  of  the  vigilant  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, it  was  oommnnicated  to  t^s  body.  All 
know,  that,  after  having  been  thus  conmimd- 
cated,  it  had  been  reftmd  to  the  Committee 
on  Oommeroe,  and  they  seeing  no  reascm  whj 
the  mdinanoe  ahoold  not  Iw  {MtmipUy  met,  by 
a  grant  of  rimilar  privileges  to  the  ocmuneroe 
of  those  idands,  haA  reported  the  present  MIL 

The  oMnnuttee  deemed  it  neoessary  to  act 
speedily,  as  the  long  delay  to  reciprocate  the 
measure  had  given  rise  to  a  report  wMcb,  be 
trusted,  would  not  be  verified,  that  the  privi- 
80  far  as  regards  American  vessels,  had 
been,  or  were  about  to  be,  withdrawn.  They 
deemed  the  trado  also  of  sufficient  importance 
to  thu  country  to  require  early  and  sedulous 
attention  from  the  constituted  anthorities,  in  its 
preservation  and  improvement. 

Mr.  &LSBU  Bud  utat  the  bill  under  oonrideT' 
ation  rec^ved  his  aviHnbation  in  cMnndttee^ 
and  w<ndd  reo^ve  the  snfmort  his  vote  in 
the  Senate.  Be  MHtndmd  the  ordinance  of 
France  as  a  measore  adopted  by  that  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  its  own  interest,  and 
without  reference  to  the  accommodation  ot 
other  powers.  The  decree  itself  shows  this, 
by  the  omission  in  it  of  such  provisions  as  are 
found  in  the  acts  of  our  own,  and  every  other 
Government,  which  are  contemplated  to  be 
met  by,  or  to  depend  on,  the  acts  of  another 
party.  It  is  a  temporary  act,  smd  Mr.  S.,  re- 
vokable  at  th(y)leasure  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  most  have  been  so  cwiddared  by 
tbia  Government,  to  whran  it  waa  not  that 
even  suggested  that  a  oorresponding  aet  <hi  our 
port  was  reqnired  or  eneoted.  Ilie  mppori- 
tion  that  a  uiowledge  of^  the  ezistenoe  w  thia 
decree  had  been  kept  a  secret  in  the  DeparU 
ment  of  State,  Mr.  S.  s^d,  waa  erroneous. 
Although  he  bad  not  heard  of  this  decree  him- 
self, until  since  the  commoooement  of  tiie  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  and,  under  an  appre- 
hension that  its  existence  might  not  be  geneiwljy 
known,  he  had  forwarded  several  copies  of  it 
to  commercial  sections  of  tlie  country,  yet  he 
did  not  do  this  with  any  expectation  of  giving 
information  to  those  who  are  usually  engaged 
in  trado  to  those  islands,  as  he  ooold  not  believe 
them  to  have  been  so  long  ignorant  of  it ;  |!m> 
these  voyages  are  made  every  few  months,  and, 
if  the  rates  of  duties,  or  privileges  of  trade, 
were  essentially  altered  by  thia  decree,  no  mas- 
ter or  owner  of  a  vessel,  which  had  been  at 
those  islands  since  it  took  effect,  could  be  so 
regardless  of  their  interest  as  not  to  have  n  fhU 
knowledge  of  it.  Mr.  S.  sud  tiiat,  very  soon 
after  hearing  of  tiiis  decree,  he  found  tiiat  it 
had  been  published  in  several  newspapers;  one 
of  which  publications  he  had  seen  in  a  Balti- 
more paper  (he  believed  it  waa  the  Commercial 
and  Daily  Advertiser)  of  the  26tb  of  Jnne, 
1826,  extracted  from  the  Norfolk  Beacon  of  the 
24th  June,  which  publication  was  made  over 
the  name  of  the  French  Consul,  and  gave  all 
tha partioBlars of tlw decree  Thedateoftidi 
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publication,  Mr.  8.  bolieved,  was  the  tctj  day 
on  which  it  waa  reo^Ted  onr  Oorenunent; 
w>  thftt  thejr  conld  have  gjTen  no  more  pnb- 
Ucltx  to  it  than  they  must  hAve  seen  had 
already  been  done  by  an  oSioer  of  the  i>ench 
GoTemment. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  knew  it  was  the  practice  of 
the  GoTemment  to  pablish  onr  own  lawi^  or 
those  of  a  leading  character;  bot  he  did  not 
know  whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  their  prac- 
tice to  publish  those  of  foreign  OoTemments ; 
he  had,  however,  nnderstood  that  saoh  was  not 
their  practice ;  at  any  rate,  it  conid  not  have 
been  necessaiy  in  this  case,  seeing  that  it  had 
already  been  done  by  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  which  the  act  bad  emanated.  Mr, 
8.  said  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had 
misapprehended  the  amount  of  duty  on  rice, 
in  stating  it  to  be  7  per  cent.  Ho  would  find 
it  to  be  7  francs  per  100  kilogrammes,  which  la 

Zal  to  6S|  cents  per  hundred  weighty  or 
at  SO  to  26  per  cent  on  its  prime  oost ;  bnt, 
whatever  may  oe  the  rates  of  dntiea,  tiiey  are 
to  be  the  same  on  importations  in  onr  vessels, 
as  in  those  of  France,  which  shonid  satisfy  ns 
on  this  point.  [Mr.  8.  here  enamerated  the 
kind  and  amount  of  the  several  articles  export- 
ed to  these  colonies  the  last  year,  giving  an 
aggregate  amonnt  of  900,000  dollars.]  Mr.  8. 
Boggefited  to  the  8«iate  (without  offering  any 
amendment)  that  the  proviso  of  the  bill  did 
not  nutboriie  the  President  to  annnl  11^  while 
any  me  of  the  privileges  granted  by  the  decree 
existed,  or  wbue  any  one  of  the  articles  ura- 
merated  in  it,  were  adndtted  into  the  Roioh 
islands. 

Mr.  WooDBUBT  remarked  that  he  had  inad- 
vertently stated  the  dnty  on  rico  at  7  per  cent. 
At  7  francs  the  hundred  kilognunmea,  it  would 
amount  to  from  16  to  20  per  cent 

Jtr.  Bhanch  r^oined,  tiiat,  with  the  highest 
respect  for  the  gentleman  from  Moraachasetts, 
(Mr.  SiLSBKE,)  he  very  mudi  qaestioned  wheth- 
er the  Senator  himself  was  satisfied  with  the 
reasons  asrigned  for  the  suppression  of  this 
truly  important  information.  For  he  now  con- 
siders it  to  be  onr  doty  to  pass  tiw  bill  on  yoor 
taUe,  and  thus  place  the  trade  of  the  two  oouo- 
triea  on  the  bans  of  equality.  Had  the  gentle- 
man been  in  posaeaaiini  of  this  information  at 
the  last  session,  wotdd  he  not  have  considered 
it  to  have  been  hts  duty  to  have  advocated  the 
paasege  of  a  similar  law  then  t  Most  assuredly  he 
would;  for  all  must  admit  that,  if  it  is  right 
and  necessary  to  le^slate  now,  it  was  eqo^y 
so  then.  Why,  then,  has  this  ordinance,  this 
new  tariff,  of  duties  on  the  trade  with  Guade- 
loupe and  Martinique,  been  withheld  from  the 
American  Congress  t  Mr.  President,  the  cause 
is  but  too  apparent   Believe  me,  sir,  the  peo- 

Ele  of  this  country  are  too  intelligent  to 
llnded  in  this  way;  a  short  retrospect  wHl 
maUe  thiem  to  vnderstand  Hie jx^lcynd  views 
ot  those  at  the  head  of  our  GovemmMitv  and 
pn^wily  to  iqmredate  their  motives  The  dis- 
olorore  was  calcnlated  to  reflect  on  themselves, 


and  to  throw  their  own  CMidvct  into  dticrefit- 
Mr.  Clayaays  that  tiie  French  ordnance  nft 
publidied  in  some  tme  or  two  of  the  newcpt- 
pers  of  this  comtrr  in  1826,  which,  however, 
no  person  that  we  know  of,  or  the  comnuttec 
could  find,  ever  saw,  or  can  now  find.  A<lmit 
it  however,  to  be  true,  is  it  a  anflScient  reascQ 
why  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
not  have  officially  communicated  the  intelli- 
gence to  both  Houses  of  Congress?  Is  this  the 
proper  course  for  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  pur- 
sue f  For  an  officer,  whose  conatitutioiia]  sod 
sworn  dnty  it  is  to  give  all  proper  informstkm, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  f  Ko,  nr,  this  cannot  have  b«a 
the  true  reason  for  withb<ddiiig  tlw  ISKta  fna 
(Tongressk  It  is  a  mere  snbterliDige,  disrcptus- 
ble  to  the  American  chwaeter.  llwy  bsTe,  \!j 
their  own  showinR,  said  Mr.  B.,  acted  ia  a 
manner  which  ments  the  severe  nprdwuian 
of  tite  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Tazewul  would  suggest  to  the  Chai^ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  Ob. 
WooDBOBT,)  who  introduced  the  lull,  of  which 
he  entirely  approved,  whether  there  was  not 
some  hazard  that  this  bill,  in  its  present  shm, 
would  repeal  the  constructiui  wluch  the  £i- 
ecutive  had  given  to  the  law  rwulating  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  uiia  coonti; 
and  France  herself.  The  Senate  had  eecD,  from 
a  communication  made  by  the  Secretiiy  of 
State,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  the  disottico 
vested  in  tiie  Treasnir  Bepartmcnt,  on  tbt 
arrival  of  some  Frendi  vessels  from  Ttmt, 
via  Martinique,  doubts  arose  whether  ibtf 
were  to  be  regarded  as  coming  from  F^snc«  or 
from  Martinique.   There  was  a  wide  differatn 
05  to  the  dnUes  to  be  pud  in  either  case ;  bat 
the  proper  officer  of  the  customs  bad  btet 
directed  to  consider  them  as  ecnaiiig  tm 
Franco ;  thus  placing  them  in  the  most  fimr- 
able  situation.   Suppose,  said  Mr.  T.,  a  ns^J 
bound  from  France  to  Martinique,  with  a  ctrpo 
of  claret,  sells,  on  her  arrival  there,  a  |»rt 
her  cargo,  and  with  the  balance  arrives  in  ^ 
United  States,  will  she,  if  this  bill  be 
r^sarded  any  longer  as  a  vessel  from  Fraiue, 
or  ftmn  Martinique !   Might  not  the  pstssce  « 
this  bill  be  retarded  as  confirming  the  Exmo- 
tive  oonstmctiott,  and  so  sol^ect  sndi  vm^ 
to  greater  duties  than  are  now  imposed  on  (nr 
own  vessels,  under  nmilor  cirenmEtaDcei,  sad 
thns  subject  our  navigation  to  mater  loo^ 
than  any  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  m 
would  produce  t   Mr.  T.  thought  the  btD  W 
better  be  so  amended  as  to  guivd  agunst  noi 
a  possible  result 

air.  Smrn,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  aniM 
the  hill,  by  inserting,  in  the  fifth  line,  after  tM 
word  "  islands,"  the  words  "  or  of  Rsn«. 
The  oliJect  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  B.  sttiwtf 
apparent  He  had  understood  that  Frtodi  r»- 
aels  coming  from  France,  via  Martitdqae  tai 
Gnaddoope,  have  been  admitted  into  oar  ports 
<«  the  terms  <^  the  ocmvaitim;  and  this  beiof 
the  oaie,  wlv,  a^  iMk  lean  the  fflMerlo«i»- 
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ttntctioQ  ?  Why  not  word  yoor  law  so  that  it 
nur  be  expressed  t  If  the  bill  passes,  and  goes 
out  to  the  world  in  its  present  shape,  it  wiU  be 
eonodered  that  Teasels  coming  here  from  the 
French  colonies,  originally  from  France,  will 
be  sabject  to  alien  duties ;  and  France  will 
then  hiftve  cause  to  corapliun.  Why  not,  said 
Mr.  make  the  matter  bo  pl^  as  to  be  nn- 
dentood  by  ererybody  1  France,  sud  he,  ero- 
plon  very  few  colonial  vessels :  her  colwtal 
tnde  b  principally  carried  on  by  vessels  com- 
ing from  old  France,  and  tonching  at  their  col- 
onies for  ea^oes,  which  they  bring  to  onr 
•ootbem  porta.  The  French  trade  is  very  fm- 
portant  to  us;  U  had  qoadrapled  Itself  since 
dte  eoQTention  was  entered  into.  That  con- 
Ttntion,  said  Mr.  S.,  was  very  odions  to  the 
French  merchants,  particularly  to  those  of 
BordMQi;  for  he  belieTed  himself  warranted 
in  BisertiDg  that,  since  our  vessels  bad  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  porta  of  France,  on  the  same 
tonna^  duties  as  French  vessels,  nine-tenths 
of  the  trade  was  in  oar  hands.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
8^  a  DOT  administration  has  come  into  power 
is  fnnce ;  we  not  know  what  their  views  are ; 
bnt  ve  do  know  that  the  views  of  Yillele  were 
«f  the  most  liberal  kind.  He  was  going  on 
gradually  to  place  the  trade  of  the  whole  world 
m  terms  the  most  fair  and  perfect  re- 
ciprocity. He  did  not  know,  as  he  had  jnst 
observed,  what  might  be  the  policy  of  the  new 
fnadi  KnistiT' ;  oat  the  merchants  of  Bor- 
deanx  were  using  every  exertion  to  abrogate 
the  convention.  They  say,  that,  rince  it  was  j 
entered  into,  the  Americana  monopolize  the 
vhole  trade. 

Of  all  countries,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  wish  to  con- 
ciliate Fnmce.  She  is  Important  to  us  in  a  po- 
litical point  of  view — important  to  na  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view.  Our  exchanges  with 
ber  ue  highly  advantageous,  as  she  takes  from 
u  onr  cotton^  tobacco,  rice,  and  other  stales, 
■nd,  is  return,  we  get  from  her  many  artidea 
nmrii  cheaper  than  we  can  get  them  from  Eng- 
li&i  From  the  view  he  hiul  token  of  the  snb- 
joet,  he  could  not  hut  hope  that  this  amend- 
Beat  might  prevail. 

Thy,  eaid  he,  leave  that  to  constmetion, 
▼bich  we  can  make  express?  Why  not  make 
mr  Uw  such,  that  France  may  be  perfectly 
latisfiedf 

Mr.  tfoLxms  said,  that  he  was  not  very  de- 
cided in  his  objections  to  the  amendment,  bnt 
be  considered  it  not  altogether  consistent  with 
the  bill,  and  rather  a  departure  from  practice ; 
■nd  on  those  grounds  he  shonld  be  gratified  if 
the  mover  would  withdraw  it  The  bill  was 
not  frapaed  with  a  view  to  the  direot  trade ; 
and  no  provision  that  they  could  insert  would 
0^  the  convention  between  this  country  and 
France.  The  bill  is  solely  appl|«d  to  the  regu- 
Ittion  of  the  colonial  trade.  The  arrangement 
vhich  was  to  be  made  by  this  amendment  in 
relation  to  the  direct  t«»de,  was,  he  considered, 
Kttted  by  treaty.  Whether  veesela  eomhig 
fion  FnuuM^  nd  toaohing  it  the  ooloniea, 


shonld  be  admitted  here,  was  not  the  questiim 
under  discussion.  The  Government  haa  already 
decided  that  their  construction  of  the  conven- 
tion is  favorable  to  their  admission.  On  that 
subject,  therefore,  nothing  could  be  done,  and 
nothing  was  needed.  It  was  already  settled 
by  treaty.  If  the  French  have  this  right,  Gon- 
gress  could  not  prevent  it  If  they  have  not, 
it  ought  not  to  be  given  to  them,  and  Congress 
onght  not  to  Interfere.  Suppose  tlut  France 
were  to  put  a  di^rent  cxuutmction  on  the  con- 
vention to-morrow,  by  which  this  pri^ge, 
granted  to  them  by  onr  Government,  ahouldM 
denied  to  us  in  return  t  We  should  then  he 
hound  by  our  law.  We  could  not  then  ooiUnd 
any  unexpected  act  of  the  French  GovemmMit: 
because  we  should  have  tied  up  the  hands  of 
om*  Executive  by  this  bill.  At  presoit,  the 
constmotion  of  the  oonvention  by  onr  (Jovem- 
ment,  was,  that,  if  a  vessel  leaves  part  of  her 
cargo  at  the  islands,  she  may  come  here  with 
the  remainder,  and  her  voyage  is  not  consid- 
ered as  broken.  But,  if  she  takes  in  a  new 
cargo,  her  voyt^  ia  broken,  and  she  is  not 
allowed  to  come  here  under  the  terms  of  the 
convention.  If^  however,  the  amendment  were 
to  he  adopted,  she  mi^  ao  so.  Henoe,  the  pro- 
visions of  this  hiU,  BO  amended,  would  inter^ 
fere  with  the  terms  on  which  the  direct  trade 
has  been  settled  between  the  two  countries. 
He,  Mr.  MoL.,  thought  it  would  be  unwise  toi 
do  this.  We  were  proceeding  gradually  in*  the 
adjustment  of  our  trade  with  France,  with 
whom  we  now  have  a  fair  understanding.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  nothing  ought  to  be 
done  which  would  confbse  or  interfere  with 
that  perfect  arrangement  of  the  intercourse  on 
fair  and  reoiprouil  principles.  These  were 
briefiy  the  views  .which  induced  him  to  wish 
that  the  amendment  might  not  he  adopted. 

Mr.  StLSBU  add  that  the  hill,  as  reported  by 
t^e  oommittee,  not  only  fiilly  reciprocated  au 
that  was  granted  by  the  French  decree,  bnt 
went  even  a  little  further.  That  decree  did  not 
permit  the  importation  into  Martinique  and 
Guadeloupe,  of  all  our  products,  but  an  enu- 
merated list  of  them,  from  wfaidi  flour  and 
some  other  articles  were  excluded;  whereas 
the  bill  now  under  consideration  permits  the 
importation  into  this  country,  from  those  colo-' 
nies,  of  any  and  all  their  produce  which  may 
be  permitted  to  be  brought  here  from  thence, 
in  their  vessels.  The  amendment  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland  will  authorize  the  importa- 
tion frvm  thence,  of  any  of  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  France  wluch  may  have  been 
previouBly  deposited  there,  which  will  he  giv- 
ing to  these  colonies,  and  without  equivalent, 
greater  privileges  than  are  enjoyed  either  by 
France  or  England,  under  the  existing  treaties 
with  them.  The  produce  of  these  French  colo- 
nies cannot  be  imported  into  this  country  from 
France,  yet,  if  this  amendment  prevails,  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  France  may  be 
imported  from  tliese  colonies ;  this  was.  Mi,  S. 
beueved,  what  never  had  been  done  by  this 
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GoTemmeot,  except  under  treatj  Btipnlation 
md  for  a  taa  eqaivBlent  ICr.  B.  sud,  that  he 
had  ondentood  that  onr  trade  with  France  was 
probably  now  the  snltject  of  negotiation  be- 
tween tJie  two  GoTemments ;  and,  said  Mr. 
would  it  be  wise  or  soand  policy  to  inteTpose  a 
measure  like  this,  and  thereby  derange  the 
progress  of  negotiations  ?  It  has  jnst  been  eaid 
that  a  leading  object  with  France,  in  her  trade 
with  this  ooantry,  is  to  get  her  prodaca  and 
manofactnres  into  this  conntry,  on  favorable 
terms :  if  this  be  the  case,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment would  give  to  the  French  Government  a 
great  advantwe  in  negotiations  which  may  now 
be  pending  It  might  to  France  all  that 
■he  wantM.  And  it  was  certainly  bad  policy, 
vhm  we  were  endeavoring  to  make  an  advaa* 
tueons  arrangement,  to  make  meh  an  offvr  in 
•i^ance)  without  knowing  whether  any  eqnira- 
ient  would  be  received  for  it.  France  may 
Bay,  we  have  already  a  right  of  introdndng  onr 
produce  and  mannfkctiires  into  the  Uidted 
States,  through  the  colonies,  and  therefore  do 
not  wish  to  n^tiate  on  that  subject  The 
possibility  of  interrupting  an  arrangement 
whiph  could  be  made  so  mach  more  satisfacto- 
lily  by  treaty  than  by  l^islation,  ought  to  be 
avoided. 

Hr.  JoHvaroir,  of  Louiriana,  said  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maiyland  la  nnne- 
oeasary,  and  is  oonfonn^ng  two  things*  which 
are  entirely  distinct  in  tiieir  nature.  The  bill 
was  carefully  prepared  by  the  committee,  with 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  whcdo  anl^eci,  and 
it  embraces  every  thin^  proper  to  meet  tlw 
terms  of  the  EVench  ordmance. 

The  direct  trade  between  this  conntry  and 
France  is  rG«alated  by  a  convention,  and  it  has 
been  settied  that  the  vessels  of  either  may 
touch  at  any  c<donial  or  foreign  port  for  infor- 
mation, without  a  deviation  from  the  direct 
voya^.  But,  if  a  French  vessel  touches  at  the 
colonies,  and  breaks  bulk,  it  ia  a  deviatim,  be- 
cause  the  French  colonies  are  exdnded  from 
the  operation  of  the  oonventitm ;  but  this  trade 
will  ndl  within  the  operation  of  this  toll.  It 
is,  therefore,  unneoessaiy  to  connect  what 
properly  belongs  to  the  oonstniction  of  13m 
eonvention,  wiui  the  regolationB  of  the  ccAo- 
Bial  trade. 

This  ordinance  is  temporary  in  its  character 
— ^it  is  revocable  at  the  will  of  the  sovereign ; 
and  we  have  had  no  evidence  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  be  permanent.  There  can  he  no  in- 
dispodtion  in  this  Government  to  reciprocate 
the  terms  of  it.  But  the  gentieman  from 
Maryland  is  entirely  mistaken  in  his  views  of 
France,  in  passing  this  r^olation,  Navigation 
is  not  the  object  of  France.  She  knows  that 
she  cannot  contend  wltii  ns.  It  is  trade — ^the 
exchange  of  productions,  to  which  she.  lookB. 
The  gentleman  taj»  we  uto  nine-tentfaa  of  tiie 
carTTUig  trade  rince  the  operation  of  the  oon- 
Tention ;  and  then  si^  FMnee  had  the  inter- 
est of  her  navigation  in  view,  in  pasring  the 
ocdinanoe^  wUiA  fa  to  equaliu  the  dntiea.  It 


is  true,  as  the  centieman  says— the  trade  hat 
vastiy  inoreasea;  and  U  is  this  inrraaaing  tndi 
— not  navigation — that  induced  her  to  promal- 
gate  this  ordinance.  France,  fading  tiiat  wa 
have  some  advantages  in  navigation,  mpbm 
of  OS  other  commercial  advantages,  u  u 
equivalent ;  and  now  the  gentieman  urges  tlie 
passage  of  this  bill,  as  an  object  of  great  im- 
portance^ to  conciliate  the  shipping  interest  of 
France.  Sir,  France  wants  onr  mukets.  Her 
olfiect  i&  to  get  from  ns  what  she  wants,  in  ex- 
change for  wbftt  she  can  give  us.  ffiie  kson, 
that  the  moment  the  duties  are  eqasHnd,  onr 
national  advantages  will  pve  us  the  canying. 
She  finds  her  advantage  and  her  eqitdrakittin 
the  valnaUe  ud  faicrMdng  trade.  The  il^ 
ping  interaat  will  not  be  cmoiliated  Ij  this 
bill.  What  can  they  anticipate  fmn  the  oper- 
ation  of  a  nrindple  which  the  genttenaB  un 
they  are  dusati^ed  with,  and  which,  he  add^ 
ddves  UB  nine-tentba  of  the  canyiag  trade  t 

Hr.  Sum,  of  Maryhud,  said,  if  ti»  gentle- 
man would  dedstf  he  would  witbdrav  lui 
amendment. 

Ur.  Hatki  s^d  he  should  suppose  that  tlie 
very  fact  of  our  being  about  to  pass  this  lar 
now,  furnished  a  sufficient  reasoa  whj  ¥c 
should  have  passed  it  a  year  ago,  if  we  had 
tiien  possessed  the  information  we  have  tar. 
The  aentiraian  irom  Louioana  eay^  tint  d« 
Fiwcn  Oovemment,  in  issuing  this  orfinue^ 
had  acted  with  regard  only  to  its  own 
ests;  but,  said  Hr.  IL,  can  there  be  a 
that  the  duties  on  American  produce,  csmM 
into  the  Frendi  islands  in  American 
have  been  reduced  in  a  manner  hi^ily  ft^- 
able  to  us  f  Can  it  be  doubted,  that  ssch  n- 
duction  of  duties  on  American  touiage  vu 
calculated  to  benefit  the  American  ftrmer  m 
ship-owner  t  And,  farther,  can  there  be  » 
doubt,  if  we  do  not  redprocate,  that 
be  holding  out  an  induconent  to  the  Fran 
Government  to  rescind  the  ordinance!  B» 
must  say,  that  It  was  unfortunate-^  rm 
use  no  harsher  term,  in  thia  debate,  tiise  sw** 
tonate— that  thia  matter  had  not  ben  laid  m- 
fore  Oongm  by  the  Exeentir^  and  tbtf  ft  bill, 

meeting  tiie  Uberal  viewa  of  the  neochG^ 
emment,  had  not  been  passed  a  year  ago.  at 
took  it  to  be  the  tme,  he  might  s«y,  the  stttM 
policy  of  this  oonnti7  to  reciprocate 
of  foreign  Goremments,  which  had  a  iaaaej 
to  put  our  commerciisl  intercourse  on  a  bm* 
liberal  footing.   This  we  had  done,  in  "j^j^ 
stances,  by  treaties,  and  in  others  by 
tion.   He  took  it  for  granted  that  the  ROJ 
Government,  in  issuing  this  ordin*Dtf, 
been  infincnced  by  a  due  regard  to  tbff'O'^ 
interests,  but  it  by  no  means  ^^loatdu* 
they  would  adhere  to  the  policy  «£™1PJ?5 
low  duties  on  onr  produce,  if  we  per«TeT«cn 
imposing  hkh  dntiea  upon  thein. 
noftethi^  OMe  to  £ow  (as  tiie  seDl^ 
fhmi  Lotdsians  had  contended)  that  the  Fr«^ 
ordinance  waa  merely  temporary,  ^^^.u 
WMiiotezpeofcedof  aatoneiproeftt*".  ii" 
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his  coDtiaaed  unrepealed  to  thia  day,  notwith- 
itndiii^  oar  omission  to  take  the  smallest  no* 
lioe  <tf  U,  we  might  well  regard  it  aa  a  pemift' 
BBDt  ngnlation ;  hot  If  it  bad  beetrtemporarj, 
&e  reason  woidd  only  be  atroigtheDM,  why 
ve  should  have  reciprocated  it  without  delqr. 

Mr.  TizBwxLL  said  he  ahoold  not  Tote  for 
Ihu  bill,  but  f<v  the  proviso  which  it  contained. 
Hus  Toold  enable  the  Bzecntive  to  meet  ttie 
«nitmgen<7  of  the  Frendi  Government  repeal- 
iog  its  or^naooe.  He  had  information,  upon 
which  he  ffiitirely  relied,  that,  at  this  very  mo- 
iKUt,  neh  a  contingency  had  probably  oo- 
earred.  Sbonld  this  prove  to  be  the  case,  it 
WIS  naoenary  that  onr  regnlations  shoold  con- 
fam  to  thoBe  established  by  France  in  refer- 
m»  to  this  subject ;  and  the  power  to  prodnce 
ndi  a  oonformity  on  onr  put,  was  {^ven  to 
theSaoQlive  by  tids  proviaa 

The  event,  which  tbe  InteDigenoe  he  had  m- 
fETTed  to,  rradwed  fo  probalM,  (»  ohanm  of 
the  pdi^  of  FnoM  moo  tho  pronnilga^n  of 
Uiif  ordinance^)  had  oooari<mea  him  to  reflect 
ipoD  tbe  csnses  which  might  have  oontiibnted 
loitsivodnetion;  and  an^nigst  these  causes  he 
eoDld  flee  none  so  probable,  as  the  inattention 
of  tbe  United  States  dnring  so  long  a  period, 
to  meet  the  overtures  made  to  ns  by  Fnmee  in 
tlsi  ordinance.  The  history  of  the  transaction, 
■a  he  uderstood  it,  was  this : 

In,  the  sommer  of  1S83,  Great  Britain,  not 
nring  concluded  any  sa^^aotory  arrangement 
with  the  United  States  in  relation  to  her  colo- 
aid  trader  paaed  a  Uw,  whereby  tbe  ports  of 
Mr  eidoims  were  dosed,  alter  a  certain  day,  to 
inj  aa&m  who  did  not  redprocate  with  her 
the  pTDvinons  of  that  law,  and  opening  them 
to  any  tuition  who  shoold  do  bo.  The  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States,  although  in  posses- 
itoa  of  this  act  of  Parliament,  fjailed  to  submit 
A  to  Congress,  as  he  ought  to  have  done.  In 
noeeqaeooe  of  this,  the  time  limited  by  the 
ut  e^ind  witiiout  any  reciprocal  idd  being 
]»ned  by  ns.  Great  Britain  then  finding  her- 
•elf  in  a  different  utoation  from  that  which  she 
hid  befue  occupied  in  relation  to  the  United 
^tce,  gave  effect  to  her  own  statute,  and  her 
n  eat  ladian  p(^  wero  so  dosed  to  the  vusels 
rftte  United  States, 

naoee  anted  with  mm  diacretimi;  snd,  in 
Febnuiy,  18S8,  adi^ited  tills  <»dinanoe,  by 
which  the  British  tot  of  I^itonent  is  recipro- 
by  her.  The  effect  of  this  ordinance, 
iwwever,  is,  to  opea  the  ports  therein  men* 
weed  to  the  vessels  of  any  nation.  The 
untted  States,  therefore,  might  have  entiUed 
wcnselves  to  its  benefits  as  well  as  any  other 
povv.  To  enable,  as  well  as  to  induce  them 
w  do  so,  hi  Jime,  182«,  the  Baron  de  Mareuil, 
the  fWnch  Minister  at  Washington,  commnni- 
^ted  this  ordinance  to  our  GU>vemment.  The 
Kiiirter,  afterwards,  ezpreased  to  our  Secre- 
W7  of  State  a  wish,  wUcta  tbe  Ghurman  of  the 
^^oiiunittee  of  CMnmerce  lias  read  from  the  de* 
■PBtdi  oontatning  it,  that  the  liberal  provitdons 
wtMsaedhimwi  shonH  be  xeo^rooated  by  na. 


Hr.  Kaoon  Bud  that  the  publication  of  the 
French  ordinance  at  Norfolk  and  at  Baltimore 
did  not  give  It  that  credit  to  which  it  would 
have  been  entitled  bod  It  been  published  here, 
in  papers  which  have  extensive  eirculation, 
and  wl^di  are  authorized  to  paUiah  the  lawa 
of  the  United  States ;  eepedally  had  it  been 
sdd  that  ^e  informaticm  was  communicated  by 
tiie  Department  of  State.  It  was  natureil  to 
suOTKwe  that  the  obscnrity  the  papers  in 
which  it  was  publidiedf  rendered  the  uform»< 
tion  donbtfuL 

[The  question  being  then  taken  on  engross- 
ing the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  it  was  deter- 
mmed  in  the  ofiinnative ;  and  the  next  day  tbe 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Itooie.] 

TlTBSDAT,  April  1. 

Oraduation      the  Price  of  the  Public  Zanda. 

The  lull  to  graduate  the  prices  of  public 
lands,  was  taken  up,  Kr,  Hbhdbioks*  amend- 
ment still  pending. 

lir.  JoHHBON,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  nothing 
but  a  deep  conviction  of  the  importsnoe  of  the 
subject  now  before  them,  could  Justify  him  in 
oocopying  the  time  of  the  Senate,  after  the 
lominous  remarks  of  the  Senator  who  intro- 
duced the  bill,  (Mr.  Bbnton,)  and  others  who 
have  so  ably  supported  it.  The  great  object  of 
l^slation  is  the  happiness  of  the  people ;  and 
a  measure  calculated  to  give  eveiy  man  a  hmne 
ei  his  own,  and  without  diminuhlng  the  re- 
soDTces  of  Ids  neighbor,  should  find  an  advo- 
cate in  every  patriot  and  idiilanthrmiiBt.  It  la 
a  measure,  said  Mr.  J.,  which  Is  oafenlated  to 
strengthen  tbe  sentiment  which  unites  the  dti- 
sen  to  his  Government  and  to  his  conntrr. 
The  interest  which  it  involves  Is  not  merdy 
locaL  The  most  needy  from  every  State  in  the 
Union  will  ei^oy  its  benefits;  and  my  own 
constituents  bdng  contiguous  to  Uie  States  and 
Territories  in  which  these  lauds  lie,  have  a 
daim  on  my  efforts  to  advocate  the  measure. 
It  is  not  from  a  deure  to  be  •heard,  for  it  is 
with  great  rductaooe  that  I  venture  to  tax 
your  patience,  but  it  is  in  the  ^sobarge  of  that 
doim  that  I  presume  to  f^ve  my  views ;  not  in 
detail,  bnt  In  some  gmeral  remaikiv  whtdi  I 
h(H>e  may  be  the  lesatediooa  asDlfJeotaa 
exhausted,  and  yet  so  Inexhansbble. 

If  I  mistake  not,  ^ut  eight  States  and  Ter- 
ritories hKwe  memorialized  Gimgress,  by  thdr 
Legislatures,  upon  tho  subject  of  this  gradua- 
tion in  the  pnoe  of  the  public  lands,  and,  in 
addition  to  those,  nnmerons  petitions  have  been 
presented  from  the  citizens  of  several  of  these 
States,  calling  for  the  same  measure.  The  deep 
solidtnde  thus  manifested  by  so  respectable  a 
pOTtion  of  this  Confederacy,  calls  for  a  rigid 
iuvestig^OD  of  the.  subject.  The  interest 
which  this  proportion  has  excited,  is  prima 
/aeie  evidence  of  its  correctness.  I  am  aware 
that  it  has  been  imputed  to  selfishness  on  the 
part  of  the  new  Statea  and  Tenitories.  Thera 
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Is  Bcaroeljr  amea«m  of  the  Oovemment,  how- 
ever national  in  its  eharaoter,  hnt  what  is  more 
immediatelj  interesting  to  one  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  oountry  than  to  another ;  and  the 
charge  of  selfiahnesa  would  lie  with  eqttal  pro- 
priety agidnst  that  section.  If  a  harbor  is 
fortified,  or  even  a  light-house  erected,  the 
Tlcinity  of  its  location  is  more  immediatclj 
benefited  hy  It,  than  places  remote  from  its 
establishment;  jet  the  measure  is  national, 
and  no  person  envies  the  neighborhood  that  re- 
ceives more  immediate  benefit,  nor  charges  its 
Bq>re8aitative  with  selflahness  in  advocating 
the  measure.  Upon  the  most  thorongh  inves- 
tigation whioh  I  nave  been  able  to  f^ve  of  this 
sobject ;  in  viewing  its  bcwrings  npon  the 
wh<de  country ;  in  rerarding  its  Intrinsio  mer- 
its, and  the  universal  diflfbsioa  of  its  benefits,  I 
am  compiled  to  prononnoe  it  a  national  meas- 
ure, divested  of  uie  character  of  Belfishness. 

This  Gktvemment,  for  upwards  of  forty 
jeap,  has  been  the  proprietor  of  extensive  do- 
mains ;  and  during  the  same  period,  these  do- 
mains have  every  year  occupied  much  of  the 
time  of  Congress.  For  the  disposal  of  these 
lands,  Oongresa  have,  at  different  times,  adopt- 
ed three  diff<^nt  systems.  The  first  exposed 
Hie  lands  to  sale  for  one  dollar  per  acre,  pay- 
able in  oertifleates  of  stock  of  the  national 
debt.  Tlus  system  continued  for  about  fifteen 
years,  and  was  abandoned.  It  had  been  re- 
sorted to  as  a  convenient  method  sinking 
•  the  national  debt,  but  proved  abortive.  The 
nert  systein  was  tiiat  of  credit  The  minimum 
price  was  fixed  at  two  dollars  per  acre ;  and, 
on  the  payment  of  one-fourth  of  the  purchase- 
money,  a  credit  was  given  upon  the  residuary 
of  two,  three,  and  four  years,  without  interest, 
and  extended  to  five  years  with  interest.  Un- 
der this  system  debts  were  incurred  by  Individ- 
uals to  the  Government,  which  increased  from 
year  to  year,  till  they  amounted  to  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  It 
was  then  perfectly  obvious  that  the  payment  of 
this  large  amount  within  five  years,  was  utterly 
Impoariue;  and  an  attempt  to  enfbroe  it  would 
mm  thousands  of  ftmlliea  of  the  moat  mwlto- 
rious,  because  the  most  indnstrioiu  and  enter- 
prising of  OUT  dtizms,  and  without  benefiting 
the  public.  Belief  was  very  properly  pro- 
video,  by  permitting  each  one  to  retain  what 
he  bad  actually  paia  for,  and  relinquish  the  re- 
mainder. The  defects  of  the  system  having 
been  thus  demonstrated,  it  was  abandoned. 
The  present  system  was  then  adopted,  which 
reduces  the  minimum  price  of  the  public  lands 
to  one  doUar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
and  requires  the  money  to  be  paid  in  hand. 
The  operation  of  this  system,  though  more 
beneficial  than  dther  of  the  others  ia  still  de- 
ftetive.  It  leaves  many  ftmiHes  destitute  of  a 
heme,  because,  without  land  on  whioh  to  raise 
the  means,  they  ore  unable  to  paiehaoe  at  tiie 

8 resent  rate,  while  so  many  milUons  of  acres 
e  waste,  inviting  them  to  labor,  and  j^mids- 
]n0  th^  an  lun^  re vatd. 


[Ami,  \tSL 

The  bill  before  uapMmooea  ootOBradn^tba 
price,  as  to  reduce  it  altar  not  November  to 
one  dollar  per  acre  ;  ^ter  a  lapse  d  two  vesn 
from  that  time,  to  seventy-five  cents :  and  tbos 
continuing  a  reduction  of  twwly-five  «nt5 
every  two  years,  till  it  shall  sink  to  tventr-fiva 
cents  per  acre ;  and  then  to  give  to  the  sctsil 
settler  the  privilege  of  pnrebaHug  a  qurtor 
section  of  one  hundred  and  rixty  acres  for 
eight  dollars.  After  thia,  it  proposes  to 
quish  the  remainder  to  the  8t^  in  vLidt  it 
uiall  lie. 

AboQt  140,000,000  acres  of  public  lasdi 
have  been  surveyed  and  offered  at  public  ule. 
Abont  20,000,000  of  acres  have  been  par- 
chased,  and  about  Uie  same  quantity,h«a  bea 
^propriated  to  militazy  bounties,  beoevi^ 
institutions,  and  purposes  of  edncatioo;  letv- 
ing  100,000,000  now  in  the  market,  eqnsl  to 
BDOut  sixty  acres  to  every  family  in  the  Uoitcd 
States.  Some  of  these  lands  have  been  in  the 
market  forty  years ;  some  twenty,  and  all  for 
several  years.  During  this  liqiee  of  time,  everr 
purchaser  has  made  his  selection  of  the  Dxet 
valuable  tracts ;  and  what  now  remain  sre  tbe 
callings  of  tho  original  dom^ns,  the  whAt  d 
which  have  been  offered  at  public  ssle,  nd 
from  which  four-tenths  have  been  tikes 
choice  of  the  purchasers.  The  public  hiymj 
thus  reoeived  toe  advantage  which  the  ftrtil^ 
of  select  portions  of  publro  lands  ooold  sffinu, 
and  individuals  able  to  purchase,  having  msds 
th^r  selection,  Uie  sales  are  become  shiBidi  oa 
account  of  the  refuse  being  held  at  the  mm 
price.  The  proportion  ia  now  to  graduate  tbe 
price  of  the  refuse  lands  acoordmg  to  their 
value,  and  tiie  ability  of  the  less  ojraket, 
though  not  less  meritorious  citizen,  to  provide 
for  hunself  and  family  a  home  sod  a  support 

We  have  a  virtuous  and  industrious  po^nb- 
tion  among  ns,  who  sre  willing  to  cnlDnle 
these  lands,  if  they  may  be  permitted  to  cell 
their  labors  their  own ;  and  if  the  wealUi  aad 
resources  of  the  nation  in  any  degree  conciit  ii 
the  improvements  of  tbe  ooont^,  only  ff*^ 
the  w<H?d,  and  they  will  nUse  the  stfioo  ^ 

renoe  unexampled.  The  forest  wiD  bov  to 
husbandman,  and  your  wiUtenea  viD 
smile  like  Eden.  Their  habits  urge  tbm  to 
the  work,  and  a  waste  domain,  almost  boopd- 
1ms,  invites  them  to  its  banquet.  Tbe  laboring 
poor,  in  a  country  like  oars,  oonstitiite  the 
strength  and  ^ory  of  the  nation.  We  mnt 
accommodate  our  measures  to  the  pecnliu  ^ 
nios  of  our  citizens,  and  not  fdlow  tbe  pw- 
luted  footsteps  of  despotic  Govemments.  U 
is  not  with  us  as  with  them,  where  tbe  pow 
may  be  reduced  to  a  dependence  upon  tbe  Ion 
q£  the  manor,  and  l>ow  submissively  to  w 
pleasure,  becanse  be  gives  him  lean  to  toL 
An  American  may  be  poor,  but  he  canaot  bi 
aervUe.  He  maj  be  without  mvpatj,  but  roe 
eannot  dej^ve  mm  of  his  inae|>endeH&  "  • 
have  too  long  followed  bad  eum^,  * 
coarse  calculated  to  break  his  qiint,  if  u* 
i^iit     an  Atnariwaw  ooldd  be  bn^sB.  *« 
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lure  sem  him  immtiTed  in  priM»  tm  his  mis- 
fortnne;  bat  the  barbvoos  praetiM  has  <mlj 
demonatnted  the  proposition,  that  aa  Ameri- 
ein  aonl  is  Aaytt  degradation.  Plaoe  him  in 
Ute  most  direct  circumstances,  and  he  will  still 
be  TOOT  eqaal,  and  make  the  consdonaness  of 
it  reciproaiL  Ve  have  no  moneyed  aristoc- 
my  ID  oar  country ;  and  the  perpetual  reToln- 
doa  of  proper^,  where  entailments  are  not 
uderated,  is  a  oertoin  pledge  that  we  never 
ihalL  The  poor  of  one  genu^on  are  the  rich 
(tf  the  next  generation.  Families  wax  and 
vane  as  certain  as  the  moon.  It  then  becomes 
the  interest  of  every  person  to  provide  for  the 
oomfurt  d  the  poor.  In  so  doing,  the  most 
opulent  are  providing  tar  their  own  posterity ; 
tod  while  we  rotida  aS^etim  for  our  o&pring, 
ve  shall  glor^  in  the  idea  that  poverty  cannot 
degrade.  It  is  a  certain  goarantee  for  their  in- 
depeadeaee,  ander  every  reverse  of  fortane. 
If  God,  the  poor  man's  friend,  has  given  him  a 
noble  mind,  and  placed  him  in  oircamstances 
nnder  vhieh  its  independence  cannot  be  bro- 
ken, the  same  beneficent  Providence  has  pro- 
nded  na  the  means  of  making  him  tuqipy,  by 
the  same  act  which  will  at  once  give  strength 
and  riches  to  the  nation.  Adopt  the  measure 
now  proposed,  and  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
Union  so  poor  bat  that  he  may  onltivate  his 
ovn  land,  and  plant  Ida  fiamily  upon  his  own 
domuo. 

The  most  Inflexibto  virtoe  la  found  among 
the  ptost  penuiious  of  onr  dticena.  When 
hxaty  has  enervated  both  the  physical  and 
moral  powers  of  the  voluptuary ;  when  onr 
<3tiea  become  the  nnrseries  of  OHTuption,  vir- 
tae  will  stiU  find  a  welcome  abode  in  Uie  hearts 
of  oqr  industrious  yeomanry.  On  them  de- 
pend the  integrity  of  our  Government  and  the 
penosaency  of  onr  institutions.  Policy  and 
iwxice  unite  in  pleading  their  cause.  They 
comUtote  a  barrier  agamst  foreign  invaders 
and  domestic  usnrpers,  alike  formidaUe  to 
beth.  In  aristocratic  Governments,  the  nobil- 
ity most  be  provided  for ;  and  when,  a  oom- 
nooer  is  ennoUed,  an  ertate  ia  settied  np<m  the 
title  to  aiq^Kvt  its  dindty.  Hne,  every  Amer- 
icu  is  a  noUemaa.  Every  man  is  bom  a  peer. 
His  nobihty  is  more  permanent  than  w^th. 
It  ooosists  of  independence  of  mind ;  and,  to 
support  his  dignity,  is  only  to  m^tain  that  in- 
dependence. Place  within  his  power  the 
mews  of  obtaining  a  propriety  in  that  land 
which  his  own  honest  hands  will  cnltivate,  he 
>Aa  no  greater  wealth  than  what  his  industry 
will  acquire.  His  residence  will  be  perma- 
nently fixed.  His  attachment  to  his  country 
Till  be  strengthened.  His  temptations  to  vice 
^  be  fewer  and  weaker.  He  will  feel  it 
inore  hu  interest  to  be  a  patriotic  dtizoi  and  a 
VKfid  man.  Ha  will  develop  the  latent  re- 
naroes  of  Uie  oormtry,  and  dlselose  ample 
^rea  of  treasures  before  concealed.  ^  fam- 
ily will  be  h^py,  and  his  children  wUl  rise  to 
industry  and  virtue.  If  we  expect  to  survive 
oar  liberties,  we  may  indeed  reserve  oar  pablic 


domains  for  the  endowment  of  fhtnre  duke- 
doms ;  but,  tot  myself^  I  make  no  oalculatioa 
for  snch  an  event;  and,  except  for  such  an 
event,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  the  object  of  re- 
taining these  lands.  If  we  expect  future  gen- 
erations to  enjoy  them,  the  present  generation 
are  willing  to  improve  them  for  the  fature.  I 
would  now  ask,  can  the  Government  make  a 
better  dispoMtion  of  them !  If  we  desire  an 
increase  of  national  wealth,  this  measnre  will 
gun  it  in  the  highest  degree.  If  we  would 
ucrease  the  happiness  of  ue  nation,  this  meas- 
ure will  carry  felicity  into  the  families  of  thon- 
sands,  if  we  oonkt  strengthen  that  patriotism 
which  Americans  alrady  foel  above  any  other 
people,  this  measnre  inll  effect  the  olject: 
while  every  man,  nnder  Ma  own  line  and  fig- 
tree,  will  «^oy  the  fruit  cf  Us  labor,  yon  wQI 
scarcely  find  a  fogitive  in  our  country.  If  na- 
tional strength  is  an  object,  experience  proves, 
that,  where  a  propriety  in  the  soil  ia  combined 
with  all  the  charms  of  liberty,  a  pet^e  wUl 
prove  unconquerable. 

We  have  now,  west  of  the  All^hany  moun- 
tains, a  population  of  about  8,000,000  inhab- 
itants, and  their  character  for  everr  excellence 
that  can  grace  a  free  and  Independent  people, 
may  chauenge  a  comparison  with  any  equal 
popniation  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  It 
IS  chiefly  composed  of  emigrants  from  the  old 
States,  bringing  with  them  all  the  virtoM  ot 
ihe&r  athen  and  their  brethren,  and  remaining 
nncontamlpated  by  the  effenunaoy  of  Inxnry  or 
the  splendors  of  wealtii.  In  the  late  war  uiey 
proved  themselves  worthy  of  their  ancestors, 
and  of  the  country  which  they  so  nllantiy  de- 
fended ;  and  they  are  this  day,  as  I  trust  they 
will  long  renuun,  an  example  of  the  blesshiga 
of  that  state  in  which  each  man  is  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  spot  which  he  inhablta.  Give  the 
&cilities  whidt  this  measure  provides,  and  you 
will  perpetuate  these  blessings.  "Sot  can  I 
conceive  a  reason  why  we  should  refuse,  nnlesa 
it  is  that  the  wilderness  may  remun  a  wilder- 
ness, and  its  latent  treasore  undisclosed. 

It  may  be  olfjeoted  that  the  measure  wUl  In- 
duce emigration  from  the  older  States.  On 
this  point  I  would  ask  the  fother,  with  his  ittj 
acres  converted  into  a  garden  for  the  comforta- 
ble support  of  a  numerous  family,  if  he  would 
wish  to  oonfine  all  his  children  to  his  own  little 
spot,  by  depriving  them  of  superior  advantages 
in  anotiier  State  ?  Would  he  not  rather  have 
a  prospect  of  independence  before  tiiem  1  The 
evils  of  emigration  are  ideal.  Its  evils  have 
never  yet  appeared ;  nor  have  its  ideal  evils 
been  defined.  I  would  ask  any  gentieman  to 
point  them  ont ;  to  put  his  finger  on  the  map 
and  mark  the  place,  either  in  the  old  State  or 
hi  the  new,  which  has  been  ii^nred  by  emigra- 
tion. Han  is  naturoUy  inclined  to  cleave  to 
the  qiot  which  gave  him  birth,  till  he  can  im- 
prove his  condition  by  chanpng  it ;  and,  when 
emigmtion  will  increase  his  happiness,  it  is  an 
advantage  and  not  an  iniary.  As  the  popula- 
tion taiSio  <dd  States  mnuipuea,  they  wno  cait* 
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not  procore  a  comfortable  settlement  at  home, 
fiod  it  in  the  new.  A  population,  which  woold 
otherwise  become  penonons  ana  fugitive,  are 
settled  in  the  ei\joyment  of  oompeteucy ;  and 
thus  the  tide  of  emigration  becomes  as  braie* 
ficial  to  the  old  States  aa  to  the  emigrants  them- 
selves. It  also  strengUiens  the  Interest  which 
eadi  section  o£  the  Union  feels  for  the  pros- 
peiitj  of  the  whole.  It  perpetoates  the  ties  of 
oonsangoinitr ;  a  pledge  of  onion  that  will  re- 
main seoore,  when  cluing  interests  and  dis- 
cor^t  paamms  might  otherwise  thnatoi  its 
dissolttUon. 

In  every  old  State  there  will  he  a  hind  of 
floaUng  population,  depressed  by  misfortune, 
without  a  home,  and  without  employment. 
"iiaaj  of  Uiese  seek  a  snhustence  in  the  Army 
and  Kary,  and  many  become  vagabonds  in  a 
land  of  freedom  and  plenty.  For  this  crying 
evil  the  measure  before  ns  provides  a  happy 
remedy.  If  you  prefer  for  your  posterity  the 
life  of  Uie  independent  iarmer  to  that  of  the 
fiigitive  and  the  vagabond,  or  to  that  of  the 
private  soldier  or  the  s^or,  adopt  this  meas- 
QM,  and  you  place  the  fortune  of  industry 
within  his  readn. 

It  lias  been  ol^eeted  that  a  reduetimi  of  the 
price  will  encourage  qieonlation ;  that  capital- 
ists will  monopolize  immense  domidns,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  indostrions  noor.  This  ottjeo- 
tion  has  been  so  ably  considered,  and  so  qoq- 
dn^vely  answered  by  the  Senator  from  Uli- 
nois,  (Mr,  Kanb,)  that  I  need  not  4^ell  ufMn 
it.  nis  argumrats  must,  I  think,  have  carried 
conviction  to  every  dispassionate  mind  where 
doubts  were  before  entertiuned.  The  defeat  of 
apecolators  in  the  military  bounty  lands  to  sol- 
mers  of  the  last  war,  will  admonish  ci^italiats 
to  beware  of  snch  ^weolations.  Even  if  a 
wealthy  speculator  should  venture  to  pnrbhase 
many  thousands  d  acres,  he  could  not  hold 
tiiem  np  at  an  advanced  {o^ea,  because  pur- 
chasers could  procure  what  tbey  wanted  of  the 
public,  upon  terms  as  favorable  as  his  original 
purchase;  and  before  he  conld  turn  them  to 
any  considerable  account,  the  interest  of  the 

Snrchase-money,  and  the  annual  taxes,  would 
onble  their  ori^nal  cost;  and  when  no  entul- 
ments  exist,  when  no  primc^eniture  rights  are 
reownized  by  our  laws,  they  would  be  so  sub- 
divided by  descent  among  his  heirs,  before  any 
considerable  appreciation  of  their  value  would 
give  him  an  undue  ascendency,  that  no  possible 
Ufjnry  coold  arise. 

The  principal  olgjeotiim,  and  I  presnme  the 
<mly  weighty  ot^cmUtm  in  the  nunda  of  the 
genUemen  to  the  measure,  is  tiiat  of  its  bear- 
ing upon  the  finances  of  the  country.  On  this 
pmnt,  the  estimate  set  upon  ouT' public  lands  is 
proven,  by  actnal  demonstration,  to  be  entirely 
uJlaoioos.  The  statements  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Bbnton,)  who  has  given  such  a 
lucid  and  unanswerable  exposition  of  this  sub- 
mit, are  calculated  to  remove  this  delusion. 
What,  I  would  ask,  have  the  sales  of  those 
lands  done  Sot  oar  pulilio  coffers  t  Th«y  were 


set  mart  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
and  their  wht^  net  proceeds  have  not  piid 
one-tenth  part  of  the  intwest  of  the  nstiaul 
debt,  from  the  oommencenwnt  of  their  sales  to 
the  present  day.  The  groes  amount  of  recopts 
into  the  Treasury,  for  sales  of  pnbHc  Udob, 
within  fiotv  years,  is  about  86,000,000  of  dot 
lars,  .and  the  expenses  of  sorveys,  aoks,  ud 
oontingendes  of  variooa  kinds,  have  exeetded 
80,000,000  ddlara,  so  that  the  whole  nrt  pro- 
ceeds are  leas  than  five  mniimw,  not  ftr  ex- 
ceeding 100,000  d(dlars  •  year.  If  d»  ex> 
pensea  of  the  two  Houses  of  Om^ress  diotdd 
be  taken  into  the  account,  for  the  tame  occu- 
pied in  legidating  npon  these  land^  the  print- 
mg  of  documents  and  T<dnmM  oi  books  Dpn 
the  subject,  with  many  incidental  items,  not 
set  down  to  this  bead,  it  is  doubtful  whether  | 
they  have  yielded  one  oent  of  clear  revenoe  to  | 
the  Government  'Where,  thm,  can  be  the  I 
utility  or  the  policy  of  pnrsning  tbe  eld  ^ 
terns  in  relation  to  them,  when  by  a  diArat 
policy  they  may  be  made  a  aooree  (tf  hq^jaes 
to  thouaanda,  and  of  immffgMiw  henafit  to  du 
whole  nation  f 

A  prominent  feature  in  tUa  InO,  vlSA 
ought,  in  m  hnmUe  opinion,  to  reeamaead  it 
to  universal  support,  is  the  provirioo  whicli  it 

ftropoaed  tomase  in  fhvM-  of  the  actoal  eettlv. 
f  a  person  can  receive  land  at  a  redactioii  d 
twenty-five  cents  per  aero,  on  ccoiditimi  of  be- 
coming a  permanent  settler  npon  it,  bo  viQ  | 
always  purchase  of  tiie  Government  in  orders 
ence  to  a  specnlator,  because  it  will  w  his 
interest  to  do  so.   If,  after  all  these  lands  bare 
passed  the  order  of  inspection  and  sdectiai, 
for  a  limited  number  of  years,  the  actoil  set- 
tler can  procure  a  sufficiency  for  a  home,  lad  t 
suppOTt  to  himself  and  family,  at  five  centi  la 
aore,  aa  the  bill  T»ropoaea,  the  advontigH  viB 
be  inoalculaUe.  The  oountiT  will  be  emidied 
by  the  tndnstry  of  a  tfua  whose  mWortTuw  ; 
will  otherwise  render  them  a  borthai  rtShet 
than  a  blessing  to  the  oonntiy.    The  rtfoM 
lands,  which  will  othOTwise  lie  waste,  ool;  to 
increase  the  distance  betwixt  InproTcmads,  j 
and  so  render  more  inconvenirat  all  Dsehl 
business,  will  be  rendered  frnitAil  by  cdth«>  | 
tion.  The  settlers  will  eseiqie  many  tmpU-  | 
tions  to  vice  and  disdpati<Ha.   Tbey  wiH  fono  a 
bulwark  of  defence  to  the  naboo.   Tbor  j 
patriotism,  and  the  repnblican  simpltotr  of  j 
thnr  manjwrs,  will  be  a  proteetioa  to  oar  fib-  i 
ertiea.  They  and  their  fiuniliea  will  b«  rirto- 
oua  and  luq^.  ICana&otnrIng  towH  nd  t3- 
lages  will  grow  up  qxntaneoouy  among  thtn, 
equal  at  leaat  to  the  wanta  <tf  tb^  own  settle 
ments,  and  requiring  no  other  proteotiOB  thn 
what  the  inY>dnoe  w  these  refwe  laada  «ill  bs 
certain  to  afford. 


Feidat,  April  4. 
PaywutU  nf  InUrmt  U  StattL 
On  motion  of  Ur.  CnAVBDa,  Oie  bm  wk- 
ing  fiirther  providon  fax  the  p^ymant  of  iiMM' 
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est  on  moneys  expended  during  the  late  war, 

for  the  pahlio  dcSbnoe^  1^  the  Btates  of  New 
York,  Feiuia7lTBiua,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and 
Tirgioia,  was  taken  np. 

Hr.  Chaxbebs  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
uoit  reported  by  the  Jndioiary  Committee,  so 
as  to  mue  the  pajinents  heretofore  made,  ap- 
plicable in  the  first  case  to  the  extinffnishment 
of  interest.  He  nve  a  history  of  the  claims 
which  the  States  had  preferred^  and  contended 
that  the  law  to  which  this  bill  is  a  sapplement, 
vu  intended  to  eff^t  the  same  object  which 
would  be 'attuned  by  adopting  this  amend- 
ment. The  United  States,  by  reimbnrsing  the 
BWDey,  had  adopted  the  prindple  that  the  debt 
was  properly  created,  and  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress dirao^g  interest  to  be  pdd,  had  arowed 
^  principle  that  the  States  onght  not  to  sos- 
tuQ  a  loss  by  providing  those  means  of  defence 
which  the  safety  their  lives  and  their  prop- 
erty required,  and  which  the  United  States 
onght  to  have  furnished ;  but  which  the  total 
want  of  means  made  it  impossible  for  her  to 
ferm^.  The  only  jnst  principle  which  ^plied 
to  ti»  ease,  was  to  indemnify  the  States  iVom 
lo»  by  the  operation.  The  erroneous  constmo- 
tioa  pot  npon  the  law  of  Oongroes  by  the 
Third  Anditorv  had  defeated  entirely  this  ob- 
Jeet  In  IDuyland,  the  amonnt  loaned  to  the 
tdted  States  was  bornnred  by  tlw  State,  and 
Iwfore  the  rrimbaraement  by  the  United  States, 
the  State  bad  p^d  off  that  loan  by  a  transfer 
of  United  States  six  per  wnt.  stock.  In  some 
of  the  other  States  the  amount  loaned  to  the 
United  States  had  been  derived  from  the  sales 
of  stock  owned  by  the  State,  and  bearing  an 
interest  In  these  oases  the  States  lost  the  in- 
terest to  the  same  extent  ns  if  they  had  bor- 
rowed the  money  at  the  ^ven  rate  of  interest, 
and  had  paid  that  interest  regularly.  In  Penn- 
sjlvuiia,  the  State  had  funds  in  the  Treasury, 
nd  by  advancing  it  to  the  United  States,  was 
OfflnpdJed  afterwards  to  borrow,  on  interest, 
to  rase  money  to  supply  the  phwe  of  it,  thus 
experiencing  the  same  losa  in  the  resolt.  The 
AnditcH',  however,  fdt  himself  bound  by  the 
iHter  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  had  not 
■Sowed  interest  in  any  case,  except  where  the 
States  had  paid  interest  on  the  specifio  fund, 
which  fiimiMied  tiie  means  of  advancing  to  the 
tlnited  States,  and  only  so  long  as  payments 
Were  nude  to  discharge  that  interest.  In  the 
esse  of  Maryland,  for  illustration,  (and  the 
pinmple  is  the  same  in  regard  to  the  other 
nates,)  interest  ceased  to  be  allowed  to  her  so 
BOOD  as  she  disposed  of  her  United  States 
■tocL  and  pud  off  the  loan,  olthonsh  the  very 
ut  of  disporing  of  that  stock  caused  to  her  tM 
Ion  of  toa  dividends  on  it,  eqnal  and  lather 
■nore  than  equal  to  the  interest  she  claimed, 
^et,  the  moneylost  heW  ^vidends,  and  not 
interest  paid  out  of  her  Treasury,  the  Auditor 
£d  not  feel  authorized  to  pay  interest  beyond 
^  period.  The  amendment  of  the  commit- 
tee folly  provides  for  this*mischief,  and  prop- 
^  enaote^  that,  vhere  kNUS  or  adwanoes  hare 


been  made,  interest  shall  be  paid  fhxn  the  tfana 
of  the  advance  to  the  time  of  payment. 
The  amendment  of  Ifr.  C.  vaa  dedded  la 

the  aflSnnMive— 16  to  11. 

Ur.  Ttlbb  moved  an  amendment,  that  the 
rate  of  interest  should  be  the  same  as  that  paid 
by  the  States  for  nuaiey  raised  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States ;  which  was  explained  by 
Mr.  T.,  who  stated  that,  when  Virginia  was 
called  on  to  ruse  money  to  carry  on  the  war, 
her  treasury  was  empty,  and  she  resorted  to 
loans;  at  that  time  the  fhnds  could  not  be 
obtuned  lower  than  T  or  8  per  cent,  whidi 
was  pidd.  He  oould  not  donbt  for  a  moment 
that  the  United  States  would  see  the  Justice  dt 
paying  the  nte  vlt  interest  given  by  the  State 
for  this  money,  which  was  expended  in  no 
prodigal  spirit,  but  with  a  patnotio  dedre  (tf 
aiding  the  great  onse  in  which  the  oonntrr 
was  then  oogaged, 

Mr.  Wbbstkb  sud  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  with  a  limitation,  so  as  to  confine 
the  amount  of  Interest,  over  the  legal  rate,  to 
the  period  daring  which  it  was  pud.  After 
the  exigenoy  was  over,  the  rate  of  interest 
would  be  the  legal  rate.  He,  therefore,  wished 
the  amendment  might  be  modified,  so  as  to  fix 
the  limitatitm  to  the  tam«  during  which  th* 
extra  interest  was  paid. 

Mr.  Ttlib  agreed  to  the  suggestion,  and 
mo^fled  Ins  amendment  accordingly. 

Mr.  Chandub  thought  there  onght  to  be 
but  one  rate  of  interest  in  all  these  payments. 
There  never  was,  he  beliered,  an  instance,  in 
which  the  Uaited  States  had  pdd  more  tfiaa 
legal  interest.  The  moneys  pidd  by  the  States 
had  been  sometimes  paid  advantageously,  as 
they  had  applied  Uieir  depreciated  bank  notes 
to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Wbbstxb  observed  that  interest 
was  different  in  different  States.  In  some  it 
was  eight,  in  others  seven,  and  in  oUiers  six 
per  oent.  The  prino^le  tm  which  this  bill  ms 
foniuled  was  that,  wboi  the  United  States  ap- 
plies to  the  States  to  advanoe  money,  the  ex- 
pense to  which  those  States  ore  subjected,  by 
complying  with  the  reqni^ions  of  the  GenMvl 
Qovemment,  ought  to  oe  rc^bnded. 

Mr.  Ttlbb's  motion  to  amend  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hatnk  observed  that  a  new  principle 
seemed  about  to  be  adopted,  and'he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  applied  uniformly  to  all  the  States. 
He  should,  therefore,  move  to  insert  South 
Carolina  after  Virginia,  so  as  to  extend  this 
provision  of  interest  to  that  State,  as  well  as 
to  others. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  that  the  principle  on  which 
the  Govenunent  had  hitherto  reftised  to  pay 
interest  on  advances  of  mfmey  was  this :  tfia^ 
although  a  balance  was  due  the  eUimoit,  yet 
the  time  that  intervened  betwcm  tiie  existence 
of  the  debt  and  its  being  presented  for  pay- 
ment, and  on  which  interest  would  be  demand- 
ed, was  caused  by  the  delay  of  the  claimanti 
and  not  from  ony  fault  on  the  part  of  the  Got- 
emment.  But,  said  Mr.  0.,  it  ia  well  to  in* 
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a aire  how  this  money  was  expended  on  which 
aese  States  ask  interest  Why,  bo  it  is:  Vir- 
ginia took  the  money  to  carry  on  the  war. 
She  did  not  borrow  the  money  to  sive  to  the 
United  States,  But  it  was  expended  by  her 
own  officers;  and  nntil  their  accounts  were 
presented  at  the  Department,  the  Govemment 
conld  not  know  what  amoont  waa  due  to  Yir- 
^nia.  So  It  was  with  Soath  Carolina.  Until 
the  State  officers  presented  their  aoeonnts,  and 
prored  th^  claims,  the  Government  oonld  not 
a^ttst  them ;  and,  as  this  delay  was  no  fault  of 
ib»  United  States,  they  did  not  consider  them- 
selves bound  to  pay  interest  daring  this  delay 
of  bringing  in  the  acconnts.  He  believed  it 
was  the  same  with  Haryiond  and  the  other 
States  provided  for  by  the  bill.  The  United 
States  has  always  been  willing  to  pay  the  de- 
mands as  soon  as  presented  with  sufficient 
vouchers.  But  the  Senate  was  now  about  to 
establish  a  novel  principle,  which  he  warned 
them  to  avoid,  as  it  would  establish  the  princi- 
ple of  payins  interest  on  all  clums  that  might 
be  presented,  and  whteh  might  have  remained 
nnliquidated  tor  a  aeries  of  years,  which  he 
thought  was  pecnliarij  .dangerous. 

Hr.  EmoHT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  In- 
serting an  additional  section,  providing  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  mon^a  advanced  by 
Bhode  Island ;  on  which  some  conversation 
occurred  between  Messrs.  Babhabd,  Ehiobt, 
Cobb,  and  Chakdbrs.  • 

Mr.  Babn ABD  rose  to  say  one  word  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia.  The  time,  as  he 
bought,  when  interest  ought  to  commence  on 
these  loans,  was  when  the  snms  were  disbursed 
from  the  State  treasuries.  It  made  no  differ- 
ence whether  the  money  was  disbursed  hj  the 
United  States  officers,  or  the  State  cheers, 
whether  for  the  pay  of  the  regular  tromis  or 
milida,  or  both.  If  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
General  Qovemment  to  provide  these  fionda, 
^en  undoubtedly  the  General  Govemment 
was  boimd  to  pay  the  sums  with  interest  from 
the  time  they  were  issued  from  the  hands  of 
the  States.  The  payment  of  the  principal  was 
a  tafflt  acknowledgment  that  the  claim  for  in- 
terest was  just  and  valid.  The  gentieman  from 
Ohio  has  said  that  it  is  against  the  principle 
established  by  the  Govemment.  But,  said  Mr. 
B.,  tiiis  case  seems  an  exception.  The  States 
applied  to  the  Department  for  the  interest  on 
their  advances,  and  they  were  refliaed;  bat 
on  application  to  Cwigresa  it  was  allowed. 
.  Ur.  Cobb  said :  The  oondoot  of  die  Gorem- 
ment  had  anU'oiml:r  been,  when  a  State  came 
forward  with  a  claim,  to  pay  the  principal  on 
the  account  being  proved.  This  was  the  es- 
tablished course,  and  would  be  found  to  have 
been  practised  invariably  in  the  early  period 
of  the  Govemment,  In  the  case  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, that  had  been  the  course.  The  principal 
was  paid,  but  no  interest  It  was  so  in  the 
case  of  South  Caroltaa,  and  so  in  the  case  of 
Virginia;  the  moment  they  brought  forward 
proof  that  these  soma  were  expended  for  the 
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general  defence,  they  were  paid.  And  now 
uie  question  is,  whether  the  Govetument  is 
bound  to  pay  interest  on  claims  not  yet  proTed. 

Ur,  Hatne  said,  that  the  gentleman  frotn 
Georgia  had  taken  up  the  wrong  theory ;  aod, 
of  course,  the  conclusions  which  he  drave  frntn 
his  premises  is  erroneous.   He  had  presnmed 
that  the  Govemment  was  always  ready  to  Us- 
ch»rg6  the  principal.   Thi^  haiwem,  was  sot 
to  be  presumed ;  beoanse,  if  tiw  Genersl  Got- 
emment  was  ready  to  paj  it,  why  ^  ther 
call  on  the  States  to  raise  the  money?  Tb* 
States  were  called  on  to  put  their  huidi  into 
their  treasury  and  disburse  this  m<»)^,  becaaie 
the  United  States  had  not  the  ftmds  mmired 
to  carry  on  the  war.   History  recordtd  tlu 
fact  that  the  treasury  was  exhavsted,  and  coold 
not  raise  the  funds.   Mr.  H.  observed  thst  In 
had  a  few  days  since  read  a  letter  to  the  Senile, 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General  I^nckite^, 
in  which  the  declaration  was  mode,  tfut  the 
treasury  was  exhausted;  and  that  the  General 
must  take  every  means  in  his  power  to  mm 
funds.   Ba^  Biq^toung  the  aeooonts  had  ill 
been  paid  at  the  time  those  of  Bhode  lalnd 
were  a^i^^'^ed,  what,  he  would  ask,  would  ban 
become  of  the  interest  dne  from  the  time  ths 
advances  were  made  ?  But  the  true  reason  wb^ 
they  were  not  then  settled  was,  that  the  Got- 
ernment  was  not  able  to  meet  than.  Tbey 
were  able  to  pay  the  small  sum  due  to  Bbole 
Island,  bnt  not  to  pay  off  the  whole  mis  it  | 
once.   The  gentleman  from  Georgia  bad  slid 
that  the  States  hod  delayed  to  said  in  tiifir 
accounts.   This  was  not  the  reason  vbj  thcr 
were  not  paid  immediately  after  the  war.  U 
was  the  aocumulatiou  of  business  on  the  bandi 
of  the  Department,  which  it  took  years  to  kUIcl 
I^  then,  the  States  wen  delayed  in  the  nol*-  i 
ment  by  the  General  Government,  tfam  ira>  bo  ■ 
reason  why  hiterest  should  not  be  pud  oa  \ 
their  diuma  during  that  period  of  dday.  Then 
was  one  error  running  through  tlie  wbtde  op- 
position to  the  UU.   It  was,  that  tbew  sooi 
of  money  were  expended  by  the  Statet  fv 
their  own  immediate  defence.   But  it  tis  not 
BO ;  for  the  money  advanced  by  South  Cmlioi 
went  to  the  north  and  west,  and  aaaited  to 
defend  those  frontiers.   The  advance  wis  made  j 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  communitr:  lod 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Hi.  Wis-  j 
btbb)  had  sud,  with  great  truth,  that  all  eaoi-  | 
flees  for  the  general  good  ought  to  be  pud  imt  | 
of  the  common  fund  of  tlie  country.  Mr.  H. 
a^  he  conceived  the  principle  to  be  vdl  * 
tabliahcd,  that,  wherever  individual!'  or  Swa 
advanced  money  for  the  use  of  the  GenenI 
Government,  it  was  to  be  paid  with  isun^ 
from  the  public  treasury,   it  had  uniTcrsalJr 
been  done  in  advances  made  by  individni^ 
He  admitted  that  it  was  not  done  where  id- 
vanoes  were  made  by  a  public  officw ;  bettm 
it  was  considered  that  there  would  <rflen  be  t 
large  amount  of  the  funds  of  the  GoTenuwot 
in  his  hands,  which  would  balance  aa; 
vaoces  made  by  him.  He  had  a  few  days  aaot 
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been  tndnced  to  eumin*  the  acts  m  fiv  back 
IS  the  year  1770)  •nd  foood  that,  In  every 
instance,  where  individuab  advanced  money 
fir  the  nse  of  GoTemment,  interest  had  been 
psd.  He  would  instance  one  case,  which  was 
■  nm[de  of  many  others.  It  was  that  of 
Ouistopher  Green,  of  Bhode  Island,  who,  in 
tiw  year  1770,  had  advanced  a  earn  of  money 
for  the  release  of  certain  prisoners.  Immediate- 
ly ifler  the  war,  the  sun  paid  by  him  was 
maadfld ;  and  in  1793,  a  bul  to  pay  interest 
on  the  amount  passed  Congress.  The  justice 
of  the  principle  he  believed  no  one  wonld 
doubt;  and  the  practice  had  been  so  universal, 
that  he  thoo^t  it  hartUr  neoesaoiy  to  go 
firtber  ia  wapvort  of  tiie  biU. 

The  amenament  offered  by  Mr,  S^oht 
baring  been  modified,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Wood- 
BCBT,  so  as  to  include  New  Hompdiire,  was 
■greed  to. 

Mr.  ICaoov  sidd  that  the  reascm  why  the 
■cconnts  were  not  settled  earlier,  was  that 
the  money  was  not  paid  to  the  officers  of  the 
Tnited  States,  but  to  their  own  officers,  which 
nude  it  necessary'  to  send  agents  to  the  Depart- 
ment to  e^lain  their  vouchers.  Now,  because 
tbis  money  way  expended  by  die  State  officers, 
I  tnll  paying  them  interest  mast  be  passed ; 
and  it  must  be  shingled  up  by  adding  all  the 
States  Mie  ^  uie.  We  are  ^wing  wiser 
every  day.  we  are  always  going  back,  and 
finding  that  all  that  was  done  In  former  times 
WIS  vrrag.  All  fimner  prindples  were  erro- 
neoDi,  Can  a  Gorenunent  get  along  in  this 
vay,  oonttnnally  overtnmlng  all  that  was 
done  before  1  A  deoi»on  of  a  case  was  never 
nffioient.  Claimants  came  here,  and  got  all 
they  could;  and  then  they  came  again,  and 
got  the  rest.  Ko  Grovemment  could  get  along 
■0.  We  cannot  have  officers  enough  to  settle 
the  accounts  brought  sgunst  us,  if  they  most 
be  settled  over  and  over  ogun.  Ko  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  can  make  his  oaloulatiinis,  if 
ve  go  on  in  this  way ;  for  we  cannot  come  at 
ny  near  estimate  of  the  money  that  Congress 
*rill  viOb  tewajf  toA  every  year  nmetde  what 
vasdoietiie  yw  before. 

The  anmidmeat,  aa  amended,'  having  been 
tgnei  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  on  engrossing  the  bill,  it 
vts  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
Ufs,  as  follows: 

Teas. — HesBrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Choffiben,  Hayne,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  LoiuBiaoa,  Knight,  Haiks,  lUdgeW,  Robblna,  San- 
fortl,  Silsbee.  Smith  of  Maryhmd,  Taaewell,  Tyler, 
Webrtar,  White,  Wootfimry-^SO. 

XiTs.— Xessra.  Bateman,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Chats,  Cobb,  Diekerson,  Blis,  Foot,  Eendriclu, 
King,  Haem,  Koble,  Fania,  Rowan,  Bngdea,  Sey- 
w»r,WilliaM-H7 


HoHBAT,  April  7. 
Duty  on  Salt. 
Hr.  Haniwnr  moved  to  take  up  ^  biU  to 


[Saium 

reduce  the  duty  on  imported  aalt,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Ur.  Van  Bcbkn  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill. 

Hr.  Cobb  said  that  the  course  taken  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York  appeared  to  him  very 
extraordinary.  This  bill  was  brought  forward 
at  an  eoHy  period  of  the  session,  and  had  been  re- 
peatedly postponed  on  account  of  the  very  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  And  now,  at  a  late  day, 
when  it  is  brooght  op,  that  sentlemen  moves  its 
indefinite  postponement.  It  was  curious  that 
this  was  the  only  bill  that  proposed  to  repeal 
a  tax  which  was  paid  chiefly  by  the  people  <tf 
the  Sootbem  Stateat  He  could  not  but  express 
his  surprise  at  tlie  course  taken  by  the  goitle- 
man,  nor  did  he  think  the  reason  given  for  it 
at  all  sufficient.  If  this  bill  was  to  be  post- 
poned to  ^ve  fiur  weather  to  the  tariff  biU, 
when  that  bill  should  come  into  the  Senate^ 
be  thought  the  proposition  partial  and  ui^nst. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Muylond,  said  be  rose  merely 
to  say  that  be  hoped  this  bill  might  not  be 
discussed.  He  believed  that  every  Senator 
had  made  up  his  mtnd  upon  the  subject.  Jf^ 
however,  those  opposed  to  the  bill  saw  fit  to 
express  themselves,  he  hoped  the  friends 
the  bill  would  not  follow  their  example,  as  the 
opinions  .of  the  friends  of  the  measure  were 
tboroo^ly  fixed. 

Hr.  Harbison  observed,  that  he  tSiought  it 
would  not  be  denied  that  a  tax  or  a  necessair 
of  life,  as  was  that  to  which  the  bill  referred, 
which  took  from  the  poor  man  as  much  as 
from  the  rich  man ;  which  made  the  same  de- 
mand upon  the  tenant  of  the  humble  cottage, 
as  upon  tihe  possessor  of  the  splendid  chateau, 
was  in  utter  hostility  to  the  principles  of  our 
Government.  Which  of  these  prioiciples,  said 
Hr.  H.,  is  more  sacred,  which  more  nec^sary 
for  the  legislator  oonstontiy  to  keep  in  view, 
than  that  which  directs  that,  in  the  assessment 
of  the  public  bnrthens,  the  demand  should  be 
proportioned  to  the  ability  to  pay  ?  If  this 
principle  la  not  r^arded;  if  tne  taxes  are 
levied  npon  tiie  person,  and  not  upon  the 
property  of  the  oituen ;  or,  which  is  the  same 
thing,  npon  the  neoessaries  of  life,  of  which 
the  poor  man  ocmsomes  as  much  as  the  rich 
on^  what  becomes  of  that  boasted  equality 
which  is  the  basis  of  onr  Govemmeutt  It  U 
in  vain  that  you  secure  to  your  citizens  their 
other  rights,  that  their  persons  and  their  prop- 
erty ore  inviolate,  that  the  elective  franchise 
is  unrestricted,  and  the  offices  of  Government 
open  to  ell,  If  tiiis  principle  is  adopted,  and 
acted  npon  to  any  extent.  If  you  tax  the  food 
of  the  labmin^  man,  all  the  liberty  that  will  be 
left  to  him,  will  be  that  of  chooung  his  master ; 
for,  go  where  he  may,  be  will  still  be  the  slave 
of  nu  employer. 

Bnt,  Mr.  President  said  Mr.  H.,  this  duty 
upon  aalt  is  opposed  to  another  important 
principle.  It  is  a  tax,  and  a  heavy  tax,  on  agri- 
culture. Upon  that  interest,  whidi  is  mora 
important  than  any  otha,  and  on  wMch,  in- 
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deed,  all  the  others  depend.   Bait  in  larvelj 

used  on  every  farm,  bat  to  the  grazier  it  is 
essentifllly  necessary.  No  one  can  prosecute 
this  branch  of  agricaUnral  industry,  in  the 
Western  conntry  at  least,  with  tolerable  snc- 
cess,  unless  he  con  proeore  the  article  at  such 
a  reasonable  price  as  to  enable  him  to  use  it 
freely.  And  the  condition  of  bis  stock  wiU 
always  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  used. 
Its  beneficial  effects  are  felt  in  more  than  one 
way.  It  saves  food ;  for,  the  animal  which  is 
well  simplied  with  this  article  will  fatten  upon 
food  of  a  coarser  quality,  and  which,  without 
it,  would  Bcarcely  SDstain  him.  It  serves  In- 
■tead  (rf  shelter.  In  the  ocdd  nins  of  winte^ 
the  Western  grader  gives  a  doable  portion  of 
salt  to  his  nnhonsed  stock,  (and  few  are  sup- 
plied with  corera ;)  its  cordial  and  invigorating 
effects  upon  the  stomach  of  the  animal,  en- 
abling it  to  redst  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  It  saves  labor.  With  a  good  sup- 
ply of  salt  one  or  two  men  can  keep  together 
a  nerd  of  cattle  or  a  flock  of  sheep,  grazing  in 
the  wilderness,  with  more  ease  ttian  ten  can 
withont  it.  Bo  strong  is  the  force  of  habit  in 
tiie  brute  creation,  as  well  as  in  their  lordly 
master,  that  it  will  bring  together  the  widely 
scattered  flock  and  her^  predaely  at  the  time 
and  place  where  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
receive  their  ration  of  tlda  necessary  cou<U- 
moit. 

It  may  be  asked,  rir,  how  a  tax  of  this  de- 
scription could  ever  have  been  laid,  or  sub- 
mitted to,  in  a  Government  like  ours  t  It  was 
commeuced,  siud  Mr.  H.,  as  soon  as  the  present 
coDstitution  went  into  operation,  when  our 
finances  were  in  a  most  desperate  condition. 
Being  an  indirect  tax,  the  pcwple  bave  felt  its 
weight  without  exactly  understanding  it.  As 
soon,  however,  as  the  affiurs  of  our  treasury 
were  in  each  a  condition  as  to  permit  it  to  be 
done,  the  duty  was  entirely  removed.  This 
happened  in  the  year  1807.  It  was  udn  im- 
posed at  the  commencement  cS  the  late  war, 
DQt  the  representaUves  of  tiie  agricultural  in- 
terest were  with  gnat  difficult  prevuled  upon 
to  adopt  it,  and  only  trom  the  nnderstanding 
that  it  was  to  be  ccmridered  as  a  war  daty,  to 
be  taken  off  as  soon  as  peace  was  restored. 
A  verr  distinguished  citizen  of  Booth  Carolina, 
Hr.  Cheves,  and  who  was  at  that  time  a  lead- 
ing member  of  Congress,  has  anthorized  me  to 
say  that  such  was  the  fact.  Under  various 
pretences,  the  dnt^  hu  oondnoed  mitil  this 
time. 

Hr.  Uacok  smd,  that  the  Government  was 
not  the  same  now,  as  when  he  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Abiryland  (Ur.  Smm)  first  came 
into  Congress.  He  thanked  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  fbr  hrfaiging  this  b&l  forward ;  and 
would  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  gentleman 
tnm  New  York,  whether  the  State  he  (Mr, 
Uacoh)  represented  was  in  a  condition  to  bear 
the  burthen  of  this  tax.  The  people  did  not 
complin,  and  probably  sent  fewer  petitions  to 
OcmgresB  than  any  other  State;  hut  ttu7  ielt 


it  severely.  There  were  certain  tilings  wlndi 
ought  not  to  be  taxed  in  any  country— thbgs 
that  entered  into  the  plain  food  ot  the  poor 
and  laboring  classes,  and  which  were  neces- 
sary to  sustain  life.  He  had  generally  found, 
that,  when  the  Senate  did  not  want  to  psss  a 
bill,  it  was  argued  tliat  it  would  not  be  taken 
up  in  the  other  House.  But  that  was  no  objec- 
tion on  this  floor.  The  Senate  was  not  to  de- 
<»de  for  the  other  House.  When  the  bill  caiM 
before  them  they  should  decide  for  tbemselrei 
This  duty  seemed  to  him  in  the  light  of  stock 
whidi  Congress  had  got  ont  oi  the  people,  ud 
which  they  were  detemdned  to  hud  on  opon. 
If  this  IhU  were  to  pass  in  the  Senate,  ana  be 
rejected  In  the  other  House,  it  would  mske  ao 
dul^renoe  in  his  opinion.  I  do  not  htf^ti 
that  the  arguments  of  Hr.  AnderstuV  bock, 
quoted  last  year  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  can  be  controverted.  Neither  do 
I  consider  that  a  more  perfect  expositioB  of 
the  odionsness  of  this  tax  can  be  made,  thin 
was  last  year  made  by  that  ^ntlemsD,  (Hi. 
WooDBUBT.)  This  article  goes  mto  every  meal 
wo  eat.  Not  a  mouthful  goes  down  the  poor 
man^s  throat  which  is  not  seasoned  witn  it 
And  why  should  not  the  duty  be  reduced  I 
Because  those  who  are  engaged  in  tbemann&e- 
tnre  would  get  a  less  price.  But,  is  evea  oir 
food  to  be  taxed,  because  a  few  indlTidaili 
own  salt  springs  t  He  deprecated  tiie  prind- 
ple  which  was  fast  gt^ntng  ground,  of  l^islit- 
mg  ^rtially  in  favor  of  one  class  of  tbe  tom- 
munity,  which  would  have  the  eff^  if  Dot 
opposeo,  of  establishing  an  oligardij  ammg 
us,  What,  said  Mr.  H.,  must  unite  m  coon- 
try?  A  fellow-feeling  for  all  patlsof  tt  If 
a  single  citizen's  rights  were  touched,  every 
man  ought  to  feci  as  if  the  case  were  hii  o«il 
But  it  could  not  be  held  that,  if  they  fot  ■ 
road  made  for  the  benefit  of  one  part  of  the 
country,  and  neglected  another,  there  ooaM  b« 
a  fellow-feding  between  them.  Br^  s»d  Ur. 
H.,  I  will  appwd  to  the  gentleman  ftom  5<v 
York  (Hr.  lUoax  here  addresccd  himself  to 
Mr.  Yak  Btbbv)  if  he  did  not  find  eveir  thin; 
in  ruins  in  the  State  I  represrat,  when  be 
passed  Uirouob  it — ^and  whether  the  tariff  his 
not  destroys  nst  I  am  glad  the  gatlenmi 
went  tliere ;  and  I  hope  ho  will  go  npin.  In 
the  war,  North  Carolina  was  very  mndi  op- 
pressed by  the  loss  of  commerce,  and  otiiff 
iiH  Dries.  And  now  she  is  eoually  bnrtbeiiea 
with  this  protective  system.  The  P'™^**' 
protection  had  been  carried  too  &r.  Wben 
I  was  young,  this  word,  protection,  had  »  b« 
sound  to  me ;  and  it  is  quite  aa  bad  now.  » 
seems  to  mean  that,  where  there  is  say 
highly  &vored  by  nature,  more  must  be  done  kf 
it  than  for  any  otiier.  This  duty  has  bees  tm? 
caUed  a  "war-tar."  Nobody  knows  better 
that  it  is  BO,  Mr,  President,  than  you  do.  ^ 
I  told  you,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  I  voaa 
never  vote  for  a  bill  that  had  salt  in  it.  h 
this  Government  partial  I  What  wooW  .«« 
aajoih  parent  that  would  foed  oneW  «  » 
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duklnn,  and  let  Hko  other  half  itarTe  I  Bait 
ttUtiunr,  In  the  market  towns,  higher  than  It 
fbnnerij  did  in  the  intwior  ci  tne  ooonby.  It 
lui  bm  aold  for  121  centa,  and  the  dn^  is 
turn  m  cents  per  boBhel ;  and  the  meaanre  in 
tboM  days  waa  good— not  your  0S  lbs.  It 
iis  beavy  artiele,  and  the  transportation  of  it 
inttad  makes  it  cost,  in  manj  places,  over  60 
c«it9  per  bushel.   The  duty  ot  20  cents  was 
first  pat  on  at  the  commenoement  of  the  war. 
Pirt  of  it  was  afterwards  taken  o£f.   Bnt  it  is 
DOW  20  cents.   Those  who  voted  for  it  then, 
laid  they  wotdd  Tote  agunst  it  when  the  war 
Tu  orer.    It  ia  said  that  it  is  an  article  which 
cumot  be  mngi^ed — and  is  that  a  reason  why 
itduMdd  be  taxed!  Is  it  good  reasoning  to 
uj  that,  beoaoM  laoea  and  nlka  can  be  Mnng- 
^ed,  they  nniat  not  be  taxed  as  high  aa  an 
mide  of  necessity  to  the  poort  They  dont 
toter  into  the  conswnption  of  the  poor  man. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  have  always  considered  this 
Evstem  of  high  duties  aa  the  strife  of  prirate 
interest  against  the  public  good.   It  had  been 
liid  to  the  Sonth,  a  tew  years  ago^  "only 
we  oar  tariff  bill  and  yonr  cotton  will  rise." 
But  it  has  not.    I  don't  know  that  they  prom- 
i%d  OS  a  rise  on  tobacco.   Bnt  we  were  told 
that  it  woald  increase  the  consamption  of  cot- 
ton. How  does  it  turn  oat  I   Witii  every  kind 
irf  protection,  instead  of  onr  manufacturers 
anderseUing  the  foreigners,  the  foreigners  un- 
dersell us.  Thoj  go  away  with  good  prices. 
H«  aaw,  by  a  Bmton  paper,  not  long  since,  that 
the  prioes  had  not  tmea.  The  promise  was, 
however,  that  ereiy  thiuff  should  &11 ;  and  It 
reminds  me  of  the  maxun  that,  "while  tbe 
pas  grows  the  steed  starres."   He  thought 
be  ihould  die  before  there  would  be  airy  »iU. 
Sir,  I  think,  sud  Mr.  M.,  that  we  are  so  mght- 
ened  about  ftnvign  products,  that  we  would  be 
ilmost  willing  to  starve  oarseWea,  and  go 
naked,  ra^er  than  eat  and  wear  them.  The 
M  intention  of  this  system  seems  to  be,  that 
ire  are  to  have  nothing  but  what  is  made  in 
tbia  coontiT.   Sir,  if  the  Southern  States  bad 
loolced  as  uarp  after  their  own  affairs  as  the 
North  haTO,  where  would  tlia  great  export 
trade  have  oonu  from  I    In  nmiing  ooght 
cquGty  to  be  more  stricUy  observed,  than  In 
tuation.  But  everrbody  knows,  that  if  yon 
collect  in  one  part  of  the  country,  and  expend 
io  another,  yon  do  not  deal  equally.   It  waa  aa 
olJ-fashioDf^  opinion,  with  him,  that  the  max- 
im \.  liich  directed  that  everybody  should  be 
let  alone,  and  do  tiiat  which  they  could  do 
best,  cont^ed  a  sound  doctrine.   Free  trade 
»nd  Bjulor's  rights,  was  formerly  the  motto  of 
onr  system;  but  now,  every  point  must  be 
Kttled  by  law.   He  had  hoped  tdiat  this  biU 
would  pass;  but  his  hopes  were  now  very 
Hint.  Whether  it  did  or  did  not,  he  shoold 
>Iv^  be  ci  opinion  that  jnstioe  reqpdred  ita 


The  bin  waa  Ivd  on  the  tablo. 


WxDinaDAT,  AfsU  9. 
Oraiuaiion  ^  the  iVMs  ^  tks  ISAlio  lamiSt, 

The  Mil  to  graduate  the  price  of  pnblio  landa 
was  then  taken  up,  the  substitute  offered  bf 
Hr,  Babtoit  being  under  consideration. 

Ur.  Bbston  stated  Uie  objects  of  his  bill  to 
be,  first,  to  ben^t  the  nnblic  treasury,  by  ac- 
celerating the  sales  of  the  public  lands ;  and, 
next  to  1}eneflt  the  new  States  by  procurhig 
forth  em,  within  some  reasonable  time,  the  uae- 
of  all  the  soil  within  their  limits,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  settlement,  taxation,  and  general  JariB< 
diction.   The  sales,  he  said,  were  too  slow  at 

1>resent  to  answer  these  purposes.  They  soaree- 
y  advanced  at  all,  and  certainly  made  no  wmA- 
Ue  ImpresMW  <m  the  mass  of  the  pnbUo  luida. 
The  Federal  Govwnnient  hdd  860  millions  of 
acres  in  the  States  and  Territories,  to  which 
the  In^an  title  had  been  extingnidied ;  about 
ffO  millions  more  to  which  it  had  not  been  ex- 
tingnislied;  about  90  millions  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  between  the  State  of  Illioois  and 
Lake  Superior,  and  about  700  millions  west 
the  Mississippi,  and  east  of  the  Bocky  Monn- 
t^ns;  making  1,100  millions  of  acres  of  un- 
disputed public  domain,  exclusive  of  our  terri- 
torial clii  4m3  and  possessions  in  the  valley  of 
the  Columbia  River  and  on  the  coast  of  the 
I^idflo  Ocean.  Of  this  immense  mass,  not 
more  than  30  millions  of  acres  have  been  sold 
by  the  Federal  Government  in  a  period  o£  40 
years ;  and  only  82  milUau  of  parehase  money 
paid  into  the  Treasury ;  from  wlUcb  is  to  be 
dedaeted  $2,166,000  for  the  exp«ise  suifvey- 
ing;  $1,165,000  for  the  exi>enses  of  sellbg; 
$86,000  per  annum  for  the  expenses  of  t£a 
General  Land  Office;  $8,899,000  for  the  ex- 
pense of  holding  Indian  treaties  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  Indian  titles ;  and  annuities,  chiefly 
permanent,  amounting  at-  present  to  about 
$240,000  per  annum.  The  gain  to  the  Treasury 
would  be  out  little  from  such  sales ;  and  as  to 
the  new  States  and  Territories,  a  simple  ques- 
tion in  ttie'Bule  of  Three  would  show  that  it 
would  take  620  years  to  extinguish  the  Federd 
tiUe  witiiin  their  limits,  at  the  rate  the  salea 
had  been  going  on  for  the  forty  years  past,  and 
about  2,000  years  more  to  complete  the  salea 
to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the  foot 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Having  stated  these 
results,  Mr.  B.  suggested  to  the  Senate  that 
620  years  was  rather  too  long  a  period  for  the 
new  States  to  remain  without  the  privilege  of 
taxing  and  cnltivating  the  lands  within  their 
limits ;  rather  too  long  for  the  public  debt  to 
remain  unpaid,  and  for  the  people  of  the  old 
States  to  continue  to  raise  money  fmm.  other 
sources  to  nay  its  annual  interest. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  up  the  bill,  and  stated  the 
nature  of  its  several  pro\'isions.  He  said  that 
it  consisted  of  four  distinct  danses,  comprised 
in  five  sections ;  and  that  each  clause  presented 
a  separate  question  for  the  consideration  and 
decision  of  the  Senate.  The  first  clause  ^ 
^ed  the  graduation  prindide  to  the  landa 
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which  had  been  heretofore  offered  at  ^blio 
sale,  and  remdned  uqsoM  at  the  minimum 
price  of  91  25  per  acre ;  the  second  clause  ap- 
plied the  same  principle  to  the  lands  hereafter 
to  come  into  market ;  the  third  claoso  proposed 
donations  of  small  tracts  to  actual  settlers; 
and  the  fonrth  made  provision  for  the  cession 
of  the  refnse  lands  to  the  States  in  which  the/ 
lie,  for  the  promotion  of  the  great  cause  of 
education  and  internal  improTement. 

Having  stated  the  nature  of  the  diflbrent 
danses  la  his  bUl,  "Mi.  B.  went  on  to  examine 
these  clanses  In  the  order  Id  which  they  stood, 
wad  to  show  their  practical  effect  upon  the 
public  lands  and  Uie  public  Treasury.  For  tiiis 
purpose  he  took  up  the  first  clause,  which  ap- 

filied  the  graduation  principle  to  the  lands  now 
a  market,  and  said  that  the  proper  decision 
of  it  required  a  knowledge,  fir^  of  the  quan- 
tity,  and,  secondly,  of  the  quality,  of  the  lands, 
to  which  it  would  apply.  As  the  author  of  the 
hill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  give  to  the 
Senate  full  and  correct  information  upon  those 
points,  and  he  should  do  lo  with  lU  the  brevity 
and  preoidon  which  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject would  admit  oC  He  had  been  coUeeting 
this  information  for  many  years,  and  without 
pretending  to  the  minute  accuracy  of  a  clerk 
stating  an  account,  he  would  confine  himself 
to  round  nnmbera,  and  assure  the  Senate  that 
his  statements  would  be  found  to  be  suffidently 
correct  and  particular  for  all  the  practical 
purposes  of  the  statesman  and  the  legislator. 

On  the  first  point  he  would  say,  that  the 
number  of  acres  on  which  the  first  dause  of 
the  bill  would  operate,  was  abont  80  millions, 
and  he  verified  this  statement  by  showing  from 

Srinted  documents,  and  manuscript  memoran- 
ums,  taken  from  the  General  Land  Office,  that 
the  quantity  of  public  land  surveyed,  was  140 
millions  of  acres ; .  the  quantity  sold  was  20 
millions;  the  quantity  given  away,  reserved 
from  sale,  or  not  brought  into  market,  was  40 
millions ;  leaving  the  aforesaid  qnantity  of  80 
millions  of  acres  for  the  application  of  the  first 
dause  of  his  bill.  So  much  for  the  quantity. 
On  the  second  point,  Mr.  B.  would  say,  that  he 
had  a  great  deal  of  personal  knowled^  of  the 
quality  of  these  lands.  They  lay  in  seven 
States  and  three  Territories;  and  of  each  of 
these,  except  one  territory,  that  of  Michigan, 
he  had  a  personal  knowledge  from  travelling 
and  visits ;  and  although  the  seal  of  the  Irhole 
of  them  might  be  characterized  as  rich,  yet, 
as  the  fattest  animal  must  have  bones  and  offSil, 
and  inferior  parts,  so  the  rid^  conntiy  must 
have  its  rocks  and  hllla,  and  sterile  spota. 
This  was  essentially  true  of  the  States  and 
Territories,  which  contained  the  public  lands ; 
and  of  the  relative  proportions  of  good  and 
bad,  those  to  the  South  possessed  much  the 
largest  alloy  of  bad.  In  every  State  and  Terri- 
tory these  lands  had  been  pidied ;  in  the  forks 
of  the  Ohio  and  Hlssisuppi,  chiefly  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  others, 
for  a  long  time,  under  the  bountiful  diqpensft- 


tions  of  foreign  sovereigns,  before  they  becanie 
subject  to  the  more  rigorous  system  of  tbeFt-d- 
era!  GoverDment.  The  eighty  millions  udmiM 
was  the  residuum  of  the  repeated  pickings  soil 
onllings,  by  sales  and  donations,  for  pcixd:  uf 
ten,  fifty,  and  a  hundred  years,  under  four 
different  sovereignties,  and  might  l>e  sssnintd 
to  be  at  least  one-half  unfit  for  cultivatioo,  icd 
worth  nothing  at  all,  and  the  other  half  alli?- 
ted  in  all  aaugnablo  propcntionfl  with  nuKiiM 
of  bad  land,  and  hardly  worth  an  avenge  <£ 
forty  or  fifty  cents  per  acre.  I 

But  the  bill  meets  wiUi  MToil  objectiom;  ' 
at  the  head  of  which  stands  cme  of  a  novel  uti 
extraordinarr  character,  not  connected  viiii 
the  merits  of  the  question,  bat  ^wing  oot  of 
supposed  injuries  which  it  is  to  inflict  opoo  tin 
old  States.  It  is  said  that  the  bill  will  bve 
the  effect  of  drawing  off  the  jx^alation  of  Uk« 
States,  diniinishhig  the  weiglit  of  their  politinl 
influence,  sinking  the  value  of  their  liadR.  ud 
retarding  the  progress  of  their  mannfactuRs. 

These  are  strange  objections,  Ut.  Presdot, 
to  be  urged  in  a  country  blessed  with  a  coistt-  , 
tntion  founded  on  the  rights  <i  man.  TIkt 
would  come  wdl  from  feudal  lords  in  the  oU 
bartmial  times  of  Great  Britain,  or  from  tU 
masters  of  the  seift  uid  vassals  <rf  Ro«b  tai 
Poland  to  the  present  day ;  but  thej  gnie 
harshly  npon  my  ear — they  hannonize  wl; 
with  Uie  feelings  of  my  bosom — coming  fnm 
American  statesmen,  and  intended  to  rc-tnia 
the  free  inhabitants  of  the  old  States  from  bet- 
tering their  condition  by  removing  to  theTiit. 
Admitting  all  the  evus  apprehended,  ud  it 
w^ould  still  be  an  invalid  otgectitxi :  kt  tlw 
people  have  a  right  under  our  constitntica  to  pj 
wh^re  they  please ;  even  to  expatriau  tbm- 
sdves,  and  go  into  foreign  countries  in  pv»i: 
t>f  weidth  or  b^piness.  It  is  tbur  owa  priv- 
ilege to  go  or  st^,  and  no  li^tfid  ^ovsr- 
sides  in  this  Government  to  restraia  tknt- 
But  the  evils  wUl  be  much  less  thtn  seen  to 
be  apprehended,  even  in  the  parts  cf  tite  rcioa 
from  which  the  ol^ections  dii^y  oome.  Emi- 
gration has  never  depcqralaled  a  good  coontrT. 
The  chasm  mode  by  one  person  morin;  w«f 
is  always  filled  in  such  a  country  by  anoUicr 
coming  in,  and  nsually  a  richer  one.  F(£tit*i 
influence  is  not  diminldied,  but  lncreiee<i 
such  emigrations.  Of  thia  the  two  halls  a 
Congress  furnish  abundant  proof.  ImA  * 
the  old  States  will  certunly  not  F<^<^J^ 
conseqnence  of  such  ranovalL  The  I*"^ 
principle  of  the  soil  will  still  be  the  nm;  w 
If  it  sells  for  less,  it  is  also  bought  for  \» 
The  tiling  balances  itsell  Tbe  l»r« 
what  the  seller  loses ;  and  as  the  seller  isxv^ 
the  emigrant,  the  advantage  remains  vHli  tbe 
one  that  remains  in  the  countiy.  Id 
places,  the  price  of  land  is  as  low  now  in  ^ 
old  States  as  my  bill  proposes  to  mike  it  in  «* 
new  ones.  My  friends  tell  me  that  Ismi  W  " 
cultivation,  and  with  some  improvenient^P* 
it,  and  convenient  to  all  the  advantageja'?' 
estabUshed  InsatotioiiSk  om  be  bad  bov 
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North  Carolina  for  oae  dollar  per  acre.  In 
Virgimo,  I  see  from  the  assessment  of  1817, 
Then  the  price  of  real  estate  there,  as  else- 
where, was  double  what  it  is  now,  that  a  large 
coantj,  bearing  the  name  of  one  of  her  Sena- 
toT%  here  present,  (Tyler,)  and  containing  as 
mmj  acres  as  the  Federal  Govenunent  has 
ever  sold  in  lOaBonri,  waa  assessed  at  68  cents 
per  icre,  improTements  and  all ;  tliat  another 
conntT,  of  about  the  aune  size,  bearing  the 
HUM  of  another  of  her  Senators  present,  (Taze- 
well,) was  assessed  8d  cents  per  acre ;  and 
three  others  at  the  reapective  prices  of  24,  23, 
ud  18  cents  ^r  acre.  Genuemon  vrjXL  eaj 
theae  are  inferior  lands.  I  answer,  that  the 
pricM  in  ntj  hill  also  apply  to  inferior  land, 
■od  that  BO  far  as  price  is  concerned,  there  will 
be  no  iodaeement  for  emigration  from  old 
States  to  new  ones.  To  the  soath  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  in  all  the  slave-holding  States,  emigra- 
tioQ  is  more  beneficial  than  otherwise.  The 
poor  are  not  needed  there.  Slaves  perform  all 
the  menial  aerrioes^  and  dq  the  principal  part 
of  the  labor.  In  the  non  stavc-holdtng  States, 
ud  o^iall^  in  the  mannfactnrinK  districta,  it 
is  somewhat  different.  There  the  poor  are 
wonted  for  tenants,  for  day  laborers,  for  do- 
mestic servants,  and  to  work  in  the  mannfnc- 
tories.  To  «ich  States  It  might  be  some  disad- 
vantage to  loso  their  poor;  bat  it  is  a  loss 
Thich  they  have  no  moral  or  lawful  right  to 
prerent,  by  passing  laws  to  restrain  their  ro- 
movaL  But,  Mr.  President,  I  will  drop  these 
objections.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  justifia- 
ble in  Senators  ftx>m  old  States  to  vote  upon 
Eoch  considerations ;  and  of  course  it  is  not  be- 
amog  in  me  to  presume  that  an  argument  is 
necesiuy  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so. 
,  I  will  proceed  to  the  next  objection,  which 
ii  ^  of  a  novel  and  extraordinary  character, 
aixl  Hems  to  have  its  origin  in  a  benevolent  in- 
din^on  to  save  the  people  of  the  new  States 
ntnn  the  oonseqnences  of  their  own  folly.  It 
ftis  npon  the  supposition  that  the  price  of  all 
the  land  held  by  individuals,  will  be  sunk  to 
the  scale  of  prices  fixed  in  the  bill,  and  that 
those  landhalaers  will  be  injured  in  their  prop- 
erty to  that  degree.  This  is  the  ostensible  na- 
ture of  the  objection :  but  it  may  be  that  it  has 
>  difi'erent  object ;  that  its  real  design  is  not 
^oritahle,  but  insidious ;  and  that  it  is  intend- 
M  to  excite  these  landholders  against  the  bill, 
b  the  first  point  of  view,  it  la,  to  say  the  least 
<>>  it,  a  very  anezpected  ebulliUon  of  snpcrser- 
^ceibb  benevolence,  which  the  individuals 
Inferred  to  will  resist  and  repudiate.  They 
bare  no  need,  and  it  is  no  compliment  to  their 
inderatandingB  to  suppose  that  they  have  any 
need  for  such  intmsive  niardianship.  They 
uiow  that  their  lands  inll  prodnce  as  good 
CTops  after  as  before  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
Itany  of  them  will  want  to  purchase  lands  at 
we  groflnated  prices.  All  will  know  that  indi- 
ndnals  are  now  selling  second  and  third  rate 
Itind  for  the  same  prices  mentioned  in  the  bill, 
ud  every  one  is  oonsoions  that  population 
Voi.I3L-»7 


gives  value  to  land,  and  that  their  own  will  rise 
in  valae  In  proportion  to  the  settlement  and 
improvement  of  the  country. 

The  third  objection  that  X  shall  notice  is  the 
one  so  incontinently  repeated,  that  no  one  will 
buy  nntil  the  lands  fall  to  the  lowest  price. 
This,  Ur.  President,  is  the  some  objection  which 
was  made  to  the  graduation  principle  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  which,  for  several  years,  retarded 
the  establishment  of  the  system  there.  When 
it  was  established,  the  objection  was  discovered 
to  have  no  foundation.  This  we  learn  from 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Uitchell,  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  author  of  the  system  in  Tea- 
nessee,  and  the  statement  of  Ur.  Smith,  the  en- 
try taker  in  one  of  the  districts.  These  papers 
have  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  laid 
upon  our  tables,  and  are  presumed  to  be  read 
by  every  member.  I  will  not,  therefore,  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  Senate  in  reading  them 
over,  amply  as  their  contents  would  repay  that 
trouble ;  but  I  must  take  leave  to  present  a 
aeeond  time,  the  table  of  tales  actually  made  in 
the  Hiwassee  district  a  district  of  only  for^ 
miles  square,  and  which  proves  the  ntter  fal- 
lacy and  total  inapplicability  of  the  objection. 
The  following  is  the  table : 

AmouHi  of  land  tntertd  in  the  Entry  OJ^  of  th$ 
Hiteauee  Dittriet,  TVimkmm,  a^d  amount  if  «uA 
rtetived/rom  tfu  Sd  libnaiy,  1824,  to  the  -Id  Fe6- 
mor^,  1828. 
Price  per  sen.      No.  of  urw.      Cull  rmlred. 
1 1  40  100,000  $150,000 

1  00  58,000  83,000 

0  60  90,000  45,000 

0  28  80,000  80,000 

0 13^  88,000  T.OOO 

0  01  182,000  1,S00 

$276,820 

Such  ifl  tiie  triumphant  answer  which  actual 
experiment  gives  to  this  objecUon.  It  was 
the  experiment  of  one  district;  bat  the  re- 
suit  was  the  same  in  others,  for  the  law  was 
co-extensive  in  its  application  with  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Stato  lands.  But  even  without  this 
experimental  answer,  the  objection  would  have 
vanished  before  an  argument.  Instead  of  wait- 
ing for  the  lowest  price,  many  would  be  tempted 
to  give  more  than  the  land  was  worth,  either  to 
save  a  quarter  section  which  was  necessary  to 
complete  the  size  and  form  of  their  estate,  or  to 
supply  it  with  wood,  or  a  stream  oS  water,  or  a 
stone  quarry,  or  a  sugar  orchard,  or  to  keep  off 
a  bad  neighbor,  or  to  f<vm  a  settlement  for  a 
child,  or  to  keep  open  en  outlet  for  stock. 
Such  was  the  notmil  progress  and  order  of 
things.  He  that  wanted  a  piece  of  land  that 
suited  him  would  cheerfully  embrace  the  first 
opportunity  of  taking  it  up  for  its  real  value, 
lest  another  should  forestall  him  in  the  pur- 
chose,  and  make  him  afterwards  pay  more  than 
the  volue.  To  suppose  otherwise,  and  to  as- 
sert, as  ^is  objection  implies,  that  the  people 
of  the  new  States  and  Territories  would  wait 
with  eadi  other  ftx  tarn  years,  until  the  price 
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of  all  knd  fell  to  25  oenta  per  acre,  is  to  sap- 
pose  tlie  existence  of  a  vuirersal  oombinatioD, 
aa  imposdble  in  practice  as  it  would  be  dishon- 
orable in  conception.  And,  after  all,  it  could 
end  in  no  advantage ;  for  when  the  lands  had 
&Uen  to  twenty-five  cents,  the  actual  settlers 
would  have  the  preference,  and  the  purchasers 
would  have  to  stand  off  until  thejr  were  satis- 
fied, and  then  the  contest  would  begin  among 
them ;  for  if  two  or  more  applied  at  the  same 
time,  for  the  same  tract,  they  would  have  to 
bid  for  it,  and  the  price  might  he  rnn  up  higher 
than  ever. 

The  fourth  objection  to  xaj  bill  Is  found  in 
the  apprehendoa  of  speculators.  It  is  the  same 
old  ot^ecUon,  Mr.  Fresideut,  which  had  its  effect 
for  a  while  in  Tennessee,  as  we  learn  ftom 
Heasn.  Smith  and  Hitchdlf  and  which  was 
oonntletely  ftlufied  by  the  event  there,  and  Is 
ready  to  be  overthrown  by  argument  here.  Sir, 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  speculation  in 
wild  land,  in  the  present  state  of  America.  A 
speculator  buys  to  sell  agun.  His  plan  is  to 
buy  low,  and  sell  high ;  but  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  America,  although  he  may  buy  low 
enough,  yet  he  wUl  soon  be  forced  to  seU  still 
lower.  What  chance  is  tliere  for  wild  land  to 
rise  ?  The  United  States  own  eleven  hundred 
millions  of  acres,  for  which  she  cannot  find 
pnrdiasera.  ICe^co  and  Canada  hare  more 
tiian  tibey  con  give  away.  Hie  old  States  and 
the  new  States  are  full  of  improred  land,  offer- 
ed fbr  sale  on  the  most  reduced  terms.  Ton 
see  t«n  sellers  for  one  purchaser.  The  old 
speculators  of  1817-U8,  that  is  to  say,  the  few 
that  have  escaped  ruin,  cannot  sell  their  lands, 
and  are,  in  £act,  the  real  authors  of  this  objec- 
tion. The  body  of  the  pe(^le  do  not  make  it 
They  laugh  at  it.  They  Icnow  that  the  laws  of 
entail  and  primogeniture  are  abolished,  and 
that  the  greatest  landholder  of  the  present  day 
is  onlj^  the  trustee  for  other  people's  children ; 
that  his  posterity,  and  the  posterity  of  his  pres-. 
ent  tenants,  will  exchange  positions  in  two  or 
three  generations,  perhaps  m  one  generatiim; 
and,  as  fw  present  purchases,  they  biow  that 
they  can  rise  as  early,  ride  as  faik,  get  to  the 
office  as  BO<»L  and  show  as  good  mooey  as  any 
{peculator.  If  it  oomea  to  bidding,  tiiey  can 
bid  as  high.  If  it  comes  to  drawing  lots,  they 
atond  as  good  a  chance  as  any  man  for  the  long 
straw.  In  a  word,  sir,  the  people  are  not  afraid 
of  speculators.  They  know  there  is  no  such 
thing.  The  objection  has  been  tried  npon 
them,  and  they  laugh  at  it. 

The  fifth  objection  supposes  that  the  Tederal 
Government  will  not  get  the  value  of  its  lands 
under  my  bill.  I  demand, 'sir,  if  it  gets  the 
Talne  under  the  present  system  ?  And  I  an- 
swer no  I  I  assert  that  it  gets  nothing  under 
the  present  systonj  that  the  tlurty-two  mil- 
lions at  dollars  reoeiTed  In  forU-two  years,  for 
twenty  millions  of  acres,  has  been  sunk,  and 
doable  sank,  and  five  times  over  sank  in  tlio 
payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt  while  this 
amn  was  ooUecUn^  and  in  the  eiqiensea  of  the 
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system.  I  say  that  it  will  get  quickly  undo- 
my  bill,  what  it  gets  at  all ;  that  an  avmge  of 
fifty  cents  per  acre^  received  in  four  or  fin 
years,  for  the  refuse  lands,  will  be  worth  mm 
to  the  Treasury  than  $1  36,  received  for  the 
same  lands,  would  be  worth  thirty  or  forty 
years  hence.  But  I  dismiss  this  cakolstion  u 
one  of  inferior  and  subordinate  conaderatioiL.  1 
look  to  the  cultivation  of  the  lands,  more  tbia 
to  their  sales.  It  is  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
which  enriches  the  country ;  and  in  this  poini 
of  view,  the  country  ia  always  a  gaber  wbcB 
any  portion  of  the  pnblic  lands  is  passed  fnn 
tiie  Federal  Government,  which  eaonot  culti- 
vate them,  into  the  hands  of  private  ontn 
vhooan.  Asaproof(rf'tiUi,looktotiisdaiiM 
which  hsTO  be^  received  on  importSt  vluii 
imports  are  fouided  on  the  exports  wfami  ve 
the  products  of  the  soil.  Ton  will  see  tiiem 
amoonting,  in  tblrty-seven  years,  the  period 
that  the  present  constitntiim  has  been  in  forte, 
to  $576,000,000.  Yes,  sur,  to  five  hundred  ind 
seventy  five  millions  of  dollars  I  And  this 
source  of  revenue,  instead  of  being  eibuElfd 
by  one  year's  cultivation  like  the  revenne  from 
the  sale  of  the  lands,  which  can  oolj  be  n- 
ceived  once,  is  perennial  and  eternal,  re&eiriiig 
itself  incessantly,  and  angmentiog,  from  jtut 
to  year,  with  the  increase  of  wealth  and  of  pop- 
nli^on.  Snrdy  itiaourpolii^toinentutfatt 
bountiful  source  of  revenue,  uid  for  that  par- 
pose  to  pve  a  qnarter  aecticoi  of  land  to  etaj 
inhabitant  that  win  cultivate  it. 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  objections  which  hm 
been  made  to  the  graduation  clause  of  nn  bill 
Hr.  President,  without  noticiog  one  whicli  I 
heard  in  Missouri,  but  whi<^  has  not  been  tit- 
forced  by  any  speaker  on  tlds  floor.  It  va 
the  objection  of  a  tanner  who  supplied  bis  Tits 
with  bark  from  the  pnblic  landa,  and  vho,  ti- 
ter running  over  all  the  worn  out  obiectiini 
about  speculators,  etc.,  admitted  that  tui  vat 
ol^ection  was  altogether  of  a  different  mtme: 
that  if  the  bill  passed  all  the  land  woold  b« 
bought  up,  and  he  would  get  no  nun  "pnblie 
bark  "  to  tan  with. 

I  now  proceed,  rir,  to  the  donatioi  dsn^ 
and  admit  at  once  that  its  primary  intentiidi  v 
to  better  the  condition  of  the  poor.  I  ksov  it 
to  be  written  in  that  book  which  is  the  epiitHte 
of  all  knowledge,  "  thai  the  rich  mkth  th« 
poor,  and  the  borrower  is  the  servant  of  tfat 
lender."  I  know,  too,  that  it  is  said  by  kt 
venerable  and  venerated  friend  from  Xorth 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  that  Govemmenle  ire 
made  for  the  poor,  hot  agun&t  them ;  ih^  ^ 
rich  get  the  benefits  and  the  poor  get  tw 
burthens  of  Government;  and  I  know  that  iti* 
severe  remark  has  much  foundiUion  in  the 
tory  of  mankind,  yet  it  has  not  alwi^  bets  ^ 
There  haTe  been  exceptions,  and  «p«aaU;  » 
that  great  republic,  whose  name,  after  tbe  bp 
of  two  thousand  years,  still  shines  as  s  leailii^ 
star  in  the  firmament  of  nstirais.  It  wv  ^ 
so  among  the  ancient  Romans.  itfa  Uui  » 
\tmo  pe^le^  although  the  Goreniniiait  *" 
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diiefly  ia  the  hands  of  the  Patricians,  yet  the 
poor  had  SB  interest  in  their  conotry,  and  that 
iBtereat  vas  foanded  in  their  share  of  the  pab- 
ne  lands.  When  s  oooqaest  was  made,  half  the 
Iiiids  were  immediately  set  adde  for  gratuitotu 
distribation  among  the  poor;  the  oQivr  half 
Tos  pat  up  to  sale  for  the  benefit  oi  the  pnblio 
treasuy.  Besides  this  fundamental  law,  we 
lead  ia  the  bistory  of  that  great  people,  of  oc- 
casional donations  of  land  to  20,000  poor  fami- 
lies at  s  time.  Hany  laws  were  made  for  the 
protection  <tf  tlieir  lands — as  the  licinian  law, 
vlueh  secured  their  possessions  for  several 
Wdred  years,  and  for  the  enforcement  of 
Thich  the  Gracchi  lost  their  liTes.  It  was  this 
interest  in  the  soil  of  their  cotutry,  which 
made  the  lore  of  that  country  so  strong  a  pas- 
aoa  in  the  breast  of  Hie  Roman  citizen.  It 
ns  this  which  made  OTery  Roman  glorj  in 
the  nune,  and  hxAi  himself  forever  ready  to 
figbt  and  die  tar  bis  conntry.  And  cannot  the 
ume  cause  prodnoe  the  same  ^eet  with  nsT 
Coc^ress  is  charged  with  providing  for  "the 
common  defence  "  of  the  nation,  and  she  ex- 
pends millions  npon  the  fortifications  of  the 
seaooast,  and  upon  the  equipment  of  ships  for 
tbe  sea.  And  may  she  not  ^ve  land  for  the 
defence  of  the  western  frontier  ?  Great  Britain 
19  now  filling  Upper  Canada  with  freeholders, 
■t  a  great  expense  to  the  crown.  One  handred 
■ud  fifty  acres  of  choice  land  to  each  emigrant 
—expenses  of  removal— provisions  for  one  year 
— seed-grfuns  for  the  first  crop — farming  tools, 
and  household  utensils,  a  cow,  at  the  cost  of 
£4 10s.  sterling:  aach  aretheindu<»ment8  which 
England  holds  ont  for  the  settlement  of  Upper 
Canada.  And  why  ?  For  the  obvious  poipose 
strengthening  herself  against  ns  in  that  quar- 
ter: sod  shall  we  not  strengthen  ourselves 
Viiast  her  in  the  opposite  quarter  f  And  by 
toe  nme  means  ?  The  defence  famished  by 
pstriotism  and  valor,  nas  been  called  "the 
fhesp  defence  of  nations,"  and  so  in  fact  it  is. 
A  brave  people,  devoted  to  their  country,  ia  its 
cheapest,  as  well  as  its  surest,  defence.  Of  this 
defence,  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  Government 
to  avail  itself  to  any  degree.  It  may  have  as 
nmy  warriors  as  it  pleases  on  its  fhintier.  It 
baa  hundreds  of  millions  of  acres  of  vacant  land 
in  the  frontier  States  and  territories,  and  some 
^ndred  thousand  citizens  without  freeholds. 

it  give  them  land ;  let  it  ^vo  tiiem  an  In- 
terest in  their  country ;  a  homo  for  their  wives 
«nd  their  little  ones ;  and  they  will  never  be 
fonnd  without  a  horse  and  a  rifle ;  without  a 
willing  mind,  a  courageous  heart,  and  a  strong 
"TO,  when  that  country  demands  their  service. 
l«t  not  the  character  of  these  people  be  judged 
by  theiofamons British  publications,  towhich  too 
ni*ay  of  our  statesmen  look  for  information  of 
ti«ir  own  country.  I  have  one  of  these  publica^ 
tion^  which  I  have  reserved  to  read  in  tiiis  place, 
ttiatl  nu^t  hear  witness,  on  this  elevated  thea- 
tre, before  the  whole  American  Senate,  to  its  base 
and  libelloua  character.  It  is  from  the  British 
QurteriyBeviev,No.61.  Liateii  to  it : 


*'  We  affirm,  without  fear  of  coatr«diction,  or  of 
error,  that  there  is  not  to  be  found,  on  the  face  of 
the  globe,  a  race  of  men  so  utterly  abandoned  to 
vice  and  to  crime,  so  devoid  of  all  fear  of  God,  and 
regard  towards  man,  as  the  outsettlen  of  Kentuckj, 
Ohio,  and  other  hack  States." 

How,  Ifr.  President,  I  affirm,  widiont  fear 

of  error,  and  with  utter  contempt  for  all  contra- 
diction, that  a  baser  libel  was  never  pobli^ed, 
against  any  people,  than  this  which  I  have  read. 
It  has  been  exposed  by  <me  who  knows  ita 
fSslsity,  (Governor  Oass,  of  Ifiohigan,  in  the 
Noruk  American  Review ;)  and  I  add  my  voice 
to  his,  and  from  personal  knowledge.  I  have 
known  the  people  of  the  frontier  States  from 
ray  boyhood — have  travelled  among  them,  uid 
lived  among  them ;  and  can  truly  say,  that,  for 
all  the  mamy  virtues — for  int^ity,  fair  deid- 
ing,  courage,  geaeronty,  and  hospitality,  they 
are  proverbial  and  unrivalled.  Tne  benightea 
stranger  never  knocks  at  thdr  gate  in  vain: 
the  traveller  never  quits  their  house  hungry : 
locks  ud  ban  are  not  neoeraary  for  the  securi- 
ty of  cribeuidlMms:  the  mail  needs  no  guard: 
the  solitary  unarmed  traveller,  in  a  Journey  of 
a  thousand  miles,  eiyova  a  safety  by  day  and  by 
night,  which  he  would  look  for  in  vain  in  the 
streets  of  that  capital  of  Great  Britain,  from 
which  issued  the  infomuus  libel  which  I  have 
read  to  you.  It  is  the  people  of  these  frontier 
States  to  whom  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  the 
glories  of  the  late  war.  It  is  to  them  we  are  chief- 
ly to  look  in  future  wars.  They  are  with  us 
"  the  cheap  defence  of  the  nation."  And  shall 
they  not  have  an  inheritance  in  the  land  ni  their 
fathers!  Shall  ther  not  have  a  borne,  as  well  aa 
a  grave,  in  the  land  which  thqr  defend  I  Shall 
we  part  with  no  grotmd  bnt  for  gold  «id  divert 
Sluul  we  consider  money  more  valuable  thaa 
patriotism?  Shall  we  act  upon  the  prindpla 
which  I  have  heard  asserted  on  this  floor,  that 
the  man  who  cannot  pay  $100  for  eighty  acres 
of  land  is  not  worth  having  for  a  citizen?  Sir, 
I  know  better.  I  know  that  an  immense  pro- 
portion of  the  inhabitants  of  new  countries 
never  see  the  day  when  they  are  masters  of  100 
olver  dollars,  to  be  pud  down  for  a  piece  of 
land.  Early  marriages,  the  cares  of  family, 
current  expenses  for  indispensable  objects,  acci- 
dents, misfortunes,  and  losses,  prevent  the  accu- 
mnlation  of  snob  a  sum — small  as  it  nay  seem 
to  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  handling  money, 
bat  great,  in  fiict,  to  bim  who  geta  nothing  bat 
by  the  labor  of  his  hands,  and  whose  first  earn- 
ings go  to  the  daily  support  of  his  wife  and  hia 
children.  Poverty  is  not  always  the  efibct  of 
vice  or  lanness.  Many  are  bom  poor,  and  re- 
main BO ;  many  are  born  rich,  and  become  poor 
throogh  misfortune ;  and,  to  all,  the  change  of 
condition  from  tenant  to  freeholder,  is  the  most 
difficult  part  of  their  lives.  Let  the  Federal 
Government  make  tfiat  change  for  them.  It 
can  do  it  for  hundreds  of  thousands,  and  be 
none  the  weaker  or  poorer,  but  richer  and 
Wronger  on  aooonnt  <^  it.  Great  and  meri- 
torious  are  the  services  of  the  poor.  They  are 
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soldiers  in  tbe  time  of  war,  and  OQltivators  Iwth 
in  war  and  peace,  Thdr  daily  labor  is  ttie  peren- 
nial sotiroe  of  fiwd  to  man  and  beast.  Duly 
do  tii«r  moistm  tiie  eartli  with  tbe  sweat  of 
tii«r  brow.  Shall  that  sweat  ocmtione  to  fiill 
upon  ground  which  is  not  their  own?  Shall 
^ey  remain  withlmt  land  under  a  GoTcmment 
aboonding  with  land  t  Shall  they  be  compelled 
to  choose  between  the  hard  altematives  of  be- 
ing trespaaserBor  tenants,  all  their  lives?  Shall 
they  see  forever  this  Federal  Government,  af- 
ter constituting  itself  sole  parchaser  of  land 
from  Indians,  resolve  itself  into  tlie  hard  char- 
acter of  Bpecalator  and  monopolizer,  and  make 
"merchandise"  oot  of  Qod*8  first  and  gxeateat 
pft  to  man  ? 

The  oeasion  clanss^  ICr.  Freddent,  to  wUoh 
I  now  proceed,  is  the  fonrt^  and  last  clause  in 
the  bill.  Its  nature  has  been  explained.  Tbe 
other  olanses  being  adopted,  the  adoption  of 
this  one  wonld  seem  a  matter  of  coarse.  It 
conid  no  longer  be  an  object  to  keep  up  offices 
in  tbe  old  districts,  to  seQ  the  miserable  refose 
which  would  remun  unsold  for  a  year,  after 
having  been  offered  at  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre.  The  expense  wonld  not  Justify  it.  The 
only  qnestion  would  be  between  giving  them 
np  to  the  States  for  beneficial  purposes,  or  suf- 
fering them  to  lie  idle  for  handreds  of  years, 
nnder  the  barren  sceptre  of  tbe  Federal  Grovem- 
ment.  That,  with  me,  would  be  do  qnesUoa  at 
all  The  States  with  the  advantaf^  of  local 
knowledge,  and  near  8nperinteDdenc&  could 
make  them  available  in  promotiog  eduoalion 
and  improving  tlie  country :  in  the  handa  of  the 
Federal  Government,  they  would  be  a  harbor 
for  irild  beasts,  and  nuisances  to  the  country 
for  hnndrads  of  yean^  I  dwell  particularly, 
Jb,  Fre^dent,  on  this  idea.  These  refuse  lands 
ore  the  sources  of  disease  and  death,  I  have 
in  my  hand  the  statement  of  an  officer  whose 
habitual  correctness  is  above  all  praise — a  gen- 
tleman who  hides  superior  merit  in  a  subordi- 
nate station— one  who  takes  puns  to  conceal 
more  sdence  than  any  other  gentleman  of  my 
acquaintance  can  show — I  ^>eak  of  Col.  MoRee, 
Surveyor  General  in  Uissonri,  whose  report  up- 
on the  iDondated  lands  of  IGssonii  and  lUioois 
was  made  nnder  your  iostmctions,  and  ^nted 
by  your  order— I  have,  I  say,  his  statement  In 
my  hand,  which  shows  1,096  ponds,  lakes,  and 
marshes  in  these  two  Statet^  on  on  area  of  four 
millions  of  acres,  or  the  one-twentieth  part  of 
their  surface.  They  cover  several  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land.  The  most  of  them  belong  to 
the  Federal  Government.  They  are  nuisances  to 
the  country,  and  nuisances  which  the  local  an- 
thorities  have  not  the  means  to  abate.  They 
are  the  source  of  sickness  and  death  to  the 
neighboring  inhabitants;  even  to  those  who 
have  bought  land  from  the  owner  of  the  nui- 
sance. Many  such,  after  years  of  oontenUon 
with  nozioua  and  pestilential  air,  ^ndinjg  their 
money,  and  lonng  many  membws  of  timr  &m- 
Oy  in  uie  vain  eimflict,  nave  been  compelled  to 
move  away,  abandoning  their  possessions  with- 


out  rent  or  sale.  Sir,  I  conuder  it  asplm  las- 
guage,  not  amounting  to  metaphorical,  to  nC 
these  1,006  ponds,  lakee,  swamps,  ud  manho, 
so  many  Federal  Garrisona^  manned  1^  insn- 
meraUe  and  InviaUe  agents  d  destmction,  is 
the  shape  of  various  disesses,  for  the  exteraii- 
nation  of  the  inhabitants.  The  American  Bot- 
tom is  the  chief  seat  of  these  1,096  gaiTisoits,3od 
melancholyis  the  havoc  which  they  have  nude 
upon  it.  Who  has  not  beard  or  ruid  of  tiiis 
incomparable  and  unrivalled  bottom,  called  b; 

{tre-emloence,  American?   And  tiow  fiiat  ind 
oadequate  is  the  conception  which  any  defcrip- 
tion  can  ^re  to  those  who  have  not  leen  ill 
Figure  to  yourself^  Mr.  Prendeot,  an  allDrioc 
bottom,  ninety  miles  long,  and  averagiBK  Gri 
miles  wid&  wadud  on  one  side  l^*  tbe  Uasy 
sip^  fortified  on  the  other  bv  a  lofty  nmpvt 
of  limestone  TX}ck ;  dlTided  ana  scbdirided  in  its 
whole  «tteiit  into  woodland  and  nsiria ;  tk 
wood  filled  with  Tines  and  wild  fruit ;  the  pru- 
ries  covered  with  grass  and  flowers ;  tbe  nl 
rich,  like  the  Delta  of  the  Nile^  and  too  hme. 
too  light,  to  hold  the  Etrearos  of  water  vluch 
gush  from  the  rampart  of  rock,  or  fall  from 
the  high  oouDtry  above,  and  which  are  swal- 
lowed up  in  their  vain  attunpt  to  rearli  tbe 
river ;  situated  under  the  temperate  latitude  of 
87  and  88,  oppoute  to  the  flouncing  market 
town  of  Sl  Louis,  and  within  four  dsjrs*  saiiti 
New  Orleans :  figure  to  yourself  theae  tA^eds, 
and  yon  then  have  an  outline  of  the  Amcriran 
Bottom,  which  your  own  rich  imarinalion  mxr 
flu  np,  in  its  happier  daya,  vitb  Idds  ataott 
black  with  dark  green  com ;  other  fleldsydloT 
with  ripening  wheat,  bariey,  rye,  and  oat&  re- 
flecting the  rays  of  a  brilliant  sun  from  thdr 
level  golden  uniform,  and  waving  soriace;  or- 
obards  loaded  with  young  fruit ;  vines  vitli 
grapes ;  vast  herds  of  cattie  wading  m  to  tli^ir 
aides  in  the  tall  pnurie  ^rass ;  and  all  tJui  b 
an  atmosphere  fragrant  with  the  fresh  pefnme 
of  innumerable  flowers  and  blosKMna.  Ttis 
magnificent  bottom  was  the  first  abode  of  tbe 
French  in  the  valley  of  the  MiaaiasippL  lU  m- 
tlement,  by  the  followers  of  La  Salle,  sboni  Uk 
year  1680,  was  coeval  with  the  settlcoteat  of 
Phikdelphia.   Before  the  peace  €g  I7e3,vbicl 
transferrad  the  Canadas  aud  Illinois  to  the  Bri:- 
Utk  Crown,  it  was  the  seat  of  a  namaim  pop- 
ulation, which  supplied  New  Orieans  with  pro- 
visions, and  sent  three  companies  of  militia  lo 
assist  in  the  destmoti<«i  of  Braddock,  at  Fcr. 
Duqaeane.    Easkaslda  was  then  a  rirb  anJ 
flourishing  town ;  Gahokia,  Prairie  de  EorbH. 
and  Prairie  de  Foot,  were  gay  and  smiling  vil- 
lages; Fort  Ghartres,  with  its  nomeritts 
brilliant  garrison,  gave  secori^  to  the  inhah- 
taota,  and  imparted  life  and  animatioB  to  their 
innocent  joys.   But,  nnce  then,  bowdtanjcd; 
The  transfer  of  the  Illinois  to  Great  Briui& 
gave  tbe  first  blow  to  its  proq>erity.  ^ 
Cbartres  lost  its  numerous  garrisiA- 
Jesnita  who  had  aeoUege  at Kaabaki^  led  mvj 
of  thnr  flock  to  the  Spanish  side  of  the  n  ^tf. 
andfoonded  St.  Louis  and  StcGomieTe.  V» 
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enedition  of  General  Clark,  in  *78,  scared  off 
others;  and,  to  crown  all  these  causes  of  emi- 
gration, came  the  ordinance  of  1787,  for  the 
goyemment  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  and 
fiirtbo  exdnsioQ  ctfsIaTenrfromit  The  French 
m  attached,  }tr.  President,  to  their  slaves. 
Tbej  call  than  bj  kind  and  gentle  appellations, 
"mm  ami,"  "m«»«ybii(;"«»a>*i«,"a«not 
Qofreqaent  terms  <rf  oddren  to  HuAt  **boiid 
ntea  "  and  their  **  bond  women."  The  fbar  of 
lo^  this  species  of  property,  nnder  the  new 
ordinaoce,  gare  the  last  impnlsion  to  the  eml- 
gnting  spirit,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  re- 
luiiiuiig  slaveholders  followed  their  conntry- 
nwD  across  the  Hiasissippi,  or  down  it  to  New 
Orleans.  At  the  arrivd  of  the  Americans,  as 
we  vere  called,  npon  the  acqniaition  of  Loi^- 
lu  in  1604,  tixe  population  was  found  to  be 
three-fourths  gone;  and  at  Kaskatkia,  Fort 
Chartres,  and  the  villages,  the  traveller  was  aa- 
tooisliedattbe  eight  (Hmins  in  the  heart  of  the 
Kev  World.  But  the  bottom  had  too  many  at- 
tractions to  be  overlooked  bj  emigrants.  Our 
people  began  to  settle  upon  ity  and  to  apply 
ttinr  ener^^ea  to  its  cultivation ;  bnt  they  also 
bare  been  oranpelled  to  remove.  The  pools  of 
water,  formed  by  refluent  currents  from  the 
rirer,  or  by  rains  from  the  hills,  haa  ts^ten  poa* 
tesfioQ  of  the  low  parts,  and  formed  permanent 
latesbytbe  dopoutof  the  tenacious  clayey  sed- 
imeat  which  come  from  the  cultivated  lands. 
The  population  was  too  weak  to  dnun  them,  or 
to  Uaoa  out  the  river  b^  levees,  at  the  low 
t^aoei.  The  State  authorities  lacked  the  power 
ortbemeanstotloit.  The  Federal  Government, 
to  whom  all  tii<»e  nuisances  belonged^  like  an 
Irish  landlord,  living  in  London,  was  ignorant 
of  tbeir  existenoe.  ^le  y&j  water  which  f<nin8 
deselakeaand  ponda^  was  supposed  by  it  to  be 
land,  and  is  offered  for  sale  at  un  minimom  price 
tf  one  ddlar  twenty-five  cents  the  superficial 
sere.  The  oonsaquence  is,  that  the  American 
Bottom  b  leas  populous  now  than  it  was  at  the 
period  of  the  aoqaialtion  of  Lonlriana;  leaaso 
tlttD  it  was  when  I  first  saw  it,  twelve  years  ftgo^ 
and  becoming  less  populous  every  year.  The 
ttagnant  waters  encroach  upon  the  peo^e,  and 
tlie  people  retire  from  before  them.  The  Federal 
Gorenunent  owns  these  nuisances,  and  will  net- 
tW  abate  them,  nor  contribute  Its  proportion 
moDg  other  landholders,  to  have  them  abated. 
Tbej  increase  in  size  andnumber,  and  are  becom- 
ing the  lords  of  the  bottom :  bnt  if  the  ceseion 
danse  in  my  bill  should  take  ^eot^  the  clause 
vbtch  I  am  now  presung  on  the  attention  of  the 
Suute,  thb  sad  picture  may  socm  be  reversed, 
these  mtisancei,  and  th^r  proximate  domain, 
vonld  change  ownen^  and,  in  the  diange,  they 
would  get  a  master  on  the  spot  to  treat  them 
u  they  deserve.  Tbey  would  soon  cease  to  be 
SorrisoDa,  either  State  or  Federal,  metaphorical 
or  real,  for  the  destruction  of  people  s  lives. 
Vise  laws  would  be  passed  by  the  State  Legis- 
oture,  foDDded  in  local  knowledge,  adapted  to 
^  evil,  and  executed  by  persona  interMted  in 
neirsoooesfc  l^Mid^luM, and nrampa would 


disappear ;  their  pestilential  airs  would  vanish ; 
health  would  be  restored  to  the  American  Bot- 
tom ;  and,  with  it,  an  unalloyed  enjoyment  to 
the  planter  and  former  of  this  terrestrial  pBr&- 
dise.  I  have  confined  what  X  have  to  aay,  Hr. 
President,  upon  the  sul^ect  of  these  nuisances, 
to  the  Amencan  Bottom  done,  not  beoanse  it  is 
their  only^eat,  but  because  I  wished  to  strike 
the  hDagmation,  and  fix  the  attention  with  one 
eminent  example  of  this  evil,  whieh  wonM  do  tap 
a  thousand  leaser  instances.  But  they  are  not 
limited  to  that  bottom.  These  nuisances  are 
found  in  ample  number,  differing  in  magnitude, 
not  in  nature,  upon  themarginsof  allthe  creeks 
and  rivers  in  all  the  States  and  Territorieejrom 
the  Gnlf  const  of  Lomsii^a,  Alabama,  and  Flori- 
da, to  the  I<ake  shores  of  Indiana  and  Michigan. 
They  extend  from  Detroit  to  New  Orleans. 
They  ore  the  property  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  everywhere  they  are  soaroes  of 
disease.  Will  the  Federal  Gorernment  hold 
on  to  them  forever  t  Will  it  oontinne  to  wave 
its  barren  sceptre  over  potential  swamps  and 
marshes,  as  well  as  over  desert  prabiei^  fiinty 
hills,  md  sterile  ridges ! 


TnxsDAT,  April  89. 

Qnduationqf  the  Price  ofHu  PvhUa  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bintos",  the  bill  for  the 
graduation  of  the  price  of  the  Public  Lands  was 
taken  up ;  and,  the  question  being  on  eugrossing 
the  bill, 

Mr.  DicESRsoH  observed  that  he  should  con- 
sider himself  nnfatthful  to  his  trust,  if  he  did 
not  to  the  lost,  oppose  the  bill  under  oonddera- 
tion-— which  he  conndered  as  in*  higher  degree 
than  any  bill  heretofore  brought bel(»eOonf^>esB. 
to  wrest  from  the  old  States  their  undoubted 
rights,  to  destroy  the  confidence  that  ought  to 
Biuinat  between  the  old  and  new  States— and  to 
sap  the  foundation  of  the  oompaot  whidi  they 
are  held  together. 

The  bin  applies  to  eighty  millions  of  acres ;  if 
they  bring  nothing  into  onr  Treasury,  it  will  be 
folly  to  expect  any  thing  from  the  residue  of  onr 
poblio  lands.  These  lands  are  the  common 
Btook  of  the  United  States.  Those  that  have 
been  ceded  by  certun  States,  have  been  ceded 
expressly  as  a  common  stodc.  Those  that  have 
been  purchased,  have  been  porofaased  out  of  the 
common  fbnd.  Our  pnbUoJands  have  cost  us 
more  than  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars,  be- 
sides probably  an  equal  sum  In  protecting  and 
defending  them.  And  are  we  now  about  to  re- 
linquish the  pecuniary  advantages  which  were 
anticipated  fk^m  those  lands  which  we  have 
acquired  and  protected  at  such  immense  ex- 
pense ?  On  the  part  of  the  State  from  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  come,  I  can  never  assent  to 
this  arrangement. 

New  Jersey  has  a  vested  right  to  a  shore  of 
those  lands,  from  which  she  did  hope  to  obtain 
some  remuneration  for  her  heavy  losses  and  ex- 
penses In  carrying  w  the  Bevwnthmaxy  war. 
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Hew  Jersey  acquired  no  crown  lands  within  her 
boondaries  by  uie  ReToIntion.  She  never  own- 
ed any  part  of  her  soil,  except  by  pnrchase — 
never  taxed  the  lands  of  the  proprietom,  But 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  says  were  has  been 
no  moment  when  New  Jeney  oonld  not  tax 
these  lands.  She  has  the  power  to  tax  these 
lands,  but  it  cannot  be  done  with  strict  Jnstioev 
inasmnoh  as  there  was  an  agreement  some  eighty 
or  one  hundred  years  ago.  upon  certain  coneea- 
sions  as  to  the  sale  of  tnese  lands,  that  they 
should  not  be  taxed.  A  sense  of  justice  has 
prevented  any  attempt  at  taxation. 

New  Jersey  has  submitted  to  her  condition 
without  murmuring.  She  hns  asked  but  little, 
and  received  nothing.  I  did,  by  instruction, 
ai^  a  donation  of  lands  for  an  asylum  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  established  in  that  State.  The 
boon  was  asmollone,  but  it  was  refused.  Since 
which,  I  have  voted  amunat  donations  of  lands, 
and  shall  oonlinne  to  do  so  till  some  equitable 
principle  ^all  be  adopted  for  the  regulation  of 
•ttch  aonations. 

The  question  hdng  taken  on  engroaaing  the 
UU,  it  was  r^eoted,  by 

Tub. — ^Hessra.  Benton,  Berrien,  BouUgny,  Cobb, 
Ktton,  EUis,  EuTison,  Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  Ifc- 
Kinley,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Rowan,  Ru^^les,  Tazewell, 
Thomas,  White,  WilUuns— 21. 

NATSv~MeB8ra.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
Branch,  Chandler,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Foot,  Hayne, 
Knight,  UcLane,  Hacon,  Harks,  Parris,  Bobbins, 
Seymour,  Silabee,  Smith  of  UatylaDd,  Smith  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Tan  Bnren,  Webster,  WUley, 
Woodbury— SB. 


'WsDNEfmAT,  April  S8. 
Graduation  njf  iht  Frie«  of  fA«  Pu&Iio  X<hu2>. 

Ifr.  Haoon  Bald  that  he  considered  that  the 

aaestion  was  never  taken  on  the  first  section  of 
le  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  public  lands, 
disconnected  fh>m  the  rest  of  the  bill.  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  first  section,  and  tiierefore  mov- 
ed to  reconsider  tlie  vote  on  the  bill,  with  the 
view  of  striking  out  all  but  the  first  section. 

Mr.  WEBBrruE  said  he  thought  a  motion  to 
reconsider,  for  any  partioolar  purpose^  was 
rather  novel. 

The  Chair  a^d.  that  the  motion  for  reorauid- 
entbn  ongfat  to  be  distinct 
The  modtm  was  then  laid  on  the  taUe. 

EtoAT,  April  as. 
Survivors  qfihe  Sevolution. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Woodbubt,  the  bill  {ffovld- 
ing  for  certain  Surviving  Officers  of  the  Bevo- 
lution  was  taken  up. 

Ifr.  Sicrrn,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that 
when,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  bill  had  been 
before  the  Senate,  it  had  expressed,  by  tiiree 
aeveral  votes,  on  dififerent  sums  propcned,  its 
dia^probation  of  the  fiwm  in  wbiui  the  1^ 


[ArBL,18S8. 

was  then  presented.  He  bad  nndentood,  at 
that  time,  that,  if  the  Senate  did  not  grnt  the 
claim  then  advanced,  they  would  retire  and  not 
ni:ge  their  claim  again.  It  was,  howeva,  now 
broasht  forward,  and  in  a  manner  vhidi  ren* 
d««a  it  fur  more  otgectionaUe  than  fiimiHif. 
It  was  an  aecestion  to  the  peunm  ajstem  of 
the  country,  and  he  helieved  that  the  amonst 
of  money  which  it  woold  eventnally  call  tat, 
would  far  exceed  any  computation  tliat  tbe 
committee  had  made.  He  also  Ejected 
some  of  the  officers  were  men  wnlth,  and 
stated  that  he  knew  one  who  was  worth  150,000. 

Mr.  BsBuiEif  considered  the  ol^ectiwu  ttf  tbt 
gentiemon  from  South  Carolina  applied  ratbtr 
to  the  conduct  of  the  fHends  of  the  oiU,  than  t« 
the  claim  itself.  Mr.  B.  did  not  recollect  tbtf 
any  pledge  was  given  that  the  d^m  eboDid  cot 
be  further  urged ;  but  he  did  recnltect,  that  one 
of  the  advocates  of  the  bill  declared  that  tbe 
officen  woold  noteonsent  to  be  {dated  on  the 
pension  liat  He  woold  repeat  whit  be  kid 
stud  befbre:  that  he  had  arrived  at  a  emiTictiDD 
that  these  officers  bad  an  eqnitaUedi^  on  tbe 
Government ;  and  he,  therefore,  was  diqw^ed  to 
aoqaiesoe  in  any  plan,  by  which  they  aboold  re- 
cuve  it,  in  a  form  not  revolting  to  tbeir  feel- 
ings. As  to  the  Directions  of  the  gestlmio 
from  South  Carolina,  that  these  officers  cere 
men  of  wealth,  he  would  ask  if  tiiat  was  a  good 
reason  for  not  granting  the  claim  t  Bestuni 
that  some  of  them  had  large  fortunes.  I  sboold 
be  happy,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  know  that  tbe«  iwn 
who  have  served  their  country  so  futhfaUr, 
were  in  tbe  ei^joymeut  of  the  blessings  of  rcm- 
petence.  Bnt  it  was  not  ao  general  as  to  batt 
any  effect  m  the  lam  maM  of  those  for  wboa 
this  bill  ivovided.  In  reply  to  the  eUectioc 
that  tUs  bin  would  swell  de  peuko  ftst,  ba 
would  remark,  that,  as  it  was  a  debt  for  tbe 
payment  of  which  the  faith  of  tbe  GovmuDnt 
was  pledged,  the  manner  in  which  it  was  dti- 
charged  was  not  of  the  least  importance.  As  to 
the  supposition  that  tbe  amount  (tf 
would  exceed  the  calculations  of  tbe  committee, 
Mr.  B.  stated,  that  the  numb^  of  offi«n  n* 
known,  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  sentleman 
from  South  Carohna  would  not  be  realized. 

Mr.  WoonnTFRT  stud  in  reply  to  the  olgectins 
offered  by  Mr.  Surra,  of  South  CandiDa,  tlA 
at  a  former  period  a  meeting  had  been  tsM 
of  the  stnrviving  officers  of  ttie  RaTofaifiML 
Baltimore,  at  which  a  Committee  of  Cnn- 
spondence  was  appointed,  to  corr«ep<»d  wra 
individuals  in  evenr  State  in  the  Union.  Tba 
correspondence  bad  taken  place,  and  fim  tw 
data  ootained,  the  ntmiber  m  those  officers  W 
been  found  to  be  about  two  hundred  and  thirtj- 
five— this,  with  the  knowledge  of  tbe  uon-wr 
of  officers  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutioo.  afllrd- 
ed  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  if": 
not  essentially  vary  from  this  estimate.  TM* 
could  be  no  large  error  in  this  compatai!^ 
As  to  any  pledge  having  been  given,  tlai  tka 
claim  should  not  be  urged  again,  after  its 
tion,  in  the  fimn  originaUy  pn^oae^  be  KBH 
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Dothiog  thtX  could  be  BO  oonstraed,  with  the 
eiception  of  a  remark  made  by  the  gentleman 
fmta  New  York,  (Mr.  Yav  Bdrkn.)  He  had 
fUted,  that  they  vonid  withdraw  their  me- 
Burial  if  the  only  irrant  that  coold  be  obtained 
was  the  insertion  « their  namea  on  the  penutm 
rril.  And,  as  stated  by  the  gentlenMH  from 
SoDth  Carolina,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
tbe  pride  of  these  oluraants  revolted  at  the  idea 
of  being  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners  as 
mere  paupers,  when  they  considered  that  they 
lud  a  claim  on  the  Oovemment  nnder  a  prom- 
iie  fbrmerly  made  by  Coogress.  Under  these 
<!ircDmstaoces  a  plan  had  been  projected,  on  a 
further  meeting  of  the  committee — still  retain- 
ing the  ground  of  the  rights  of  these  memorial- 
ists, by  which  they  might  be  spared  from  the 
degrading  necessity  of  taking  an  oath  of  their 
poverty— an  act  whicih  would  have  wonnded 
tbeir  feelings  to  ao  aseful  pnrpose ;  and  the 
Senate  coold  not,  he  tboogfat,  renise  this  slight 
token  qS  regard  to  tbe  honorable  pride  of  these 
Teterans.  The  present  arrangement  would  re- 
quire a  sum  far  less  than  would  have  been  de- 
m&nded,  had  these  officers  been  placed  on  the 
pension  list  from  the  commencement. 

Mr.  SiirrH,  of  Maryland,  obserred,  that  the 
gendeman  fivm  Soath  Carolina,  (Mr.  SMirn,) 
seemed  to  fear  that  frauds  would  be  committM 
under  this  act;  and  that  unworthy  objects 
vonld  reap  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  But  this 
was  oat  of^  the  question,  as  no  individnal  could 
U  embraced  by  this  measure,  who  had  not 
been  on  the  comnmtation  roll,  and  received  the 
commutation.  These  indiTiaiiflb  could  easily 
be  awrtained,  bo  that  there  was  no  fear  of  the 
&aads  the  gentleman  seemed  to  apprehend. 

Hr.  Sitmi,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  said,  that  he 
Iiad  only  supposed  that  other  persons  would 
come  in.  He  did  not  attribut«  fraud  to  any 
one. 

}b.  Smnt,  of  Maryland,  continued.  It 
momited  to  the  same  thing.  No  one  could 
ly  pos^bility  come  in,  but  those  for  whom 
tbe  proTisiooa  of  the  bill  were  intended.  Ho 
tboDgbt  the  olyection,  that  some  of  these  offi- 
eers  were  rich,  had  no  application  to  the  bill. 
Ihm  might  be  one  or  two  instances  of  the 
but  what  had  they  to  do  with  the  amre- 
8>tet  As  &r  as  hia  knowledge  extended^  it 
*«s  not  the  case.  In  Maryland  he  knew  that 
tlie  officws  of  the  otntinental  line  needed  the 
P^ion.  In  that  State  the  Cincinnati  met 
■very  year,  and  at  those  meetings  the  death  of 
every  member  was  reported — this  was  the 
ease  in  every  State  where  there  were  Gincinnati. 
Bo  that  the  numbers  of  the  snrvivors  could 
easily  be  ascertained.  Where  there  were  none 
other  means  could  be  used  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation rMDired.  There  could  not,  therefore, 
be  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  individuals 
entided  to  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  He  had 
■tated  before,  that  the  computation  of  those 
vbo  had  been  in  the  army  tiiree  years  at  the 
end  of  the  war,  bad  been  correctly  made,  when 
the  pendoD  list  was  first  a|^tated  in  Congress. 


There  was  no  difficulty  in  making  out  the  list— 
but  the  computation  was  destroyed  afterwords, 
by  introdooing  those  who  had  served  nine 
months, 

Ur.  Ohakdub  inquired  if  those  iriwreodred 
tbe  ocHnmatation  were  the  qdIj  dass  fbr  whom 
this  1^  provided.  He  should  like  to  know  why 
those  who  served  three  years,  should  be  pre- 
ferred to  those  who  served  six  years,  and  re- 
tired previous  to  the  close  of  the  war.  The 
former  lost  by  the  depreciation  of  the  onrrency, 
no  more  than  the  latter. 

Mr.  WooDBTTRTj  in  reply,  stdd,  that  the  offi- 
cers for  whom  this  bill  provided,  not  only  lost, 
in  common  with  all  the  other  officers,  the  de- 
preciation on  their  pay,  but  they  aJso  lost  the 
reduction  on  their  naif  pay.  It  was  so  with 
the  solders.  The  hill  applied  to  those  only 
who^  hanng  been  promised  a  bounty  of  eigh^ 
dollars,  lost  not  only  the  depredation  upon 
their  monthly  pay,  but  the  deprecistion  on 
their  bounty, 

Mr.  Van  Bubxn  made  some  remarks,  on 
rising,  which  the  reporter  could  not  hear.  He 
thought  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  oljeo- 
tions  which  this  bill  was  doomed  to  meet  It 
seemed  to  be  argued  that  there  was  an  impro- 
priety in  pressing  this  claim  in  its  present  form. 
And,  on  tnts  head,  he  would  say  a  few  words. 
These  officers  found  their  claim  upon  the  com- 
mutation of  the  half  pay  for  life  which  Con- 
gress had  promised  them.  There  are  other 
considerations,  which  it  is  not  now  necessary 
to  urge.  He  then  detaUed  the  circumstances 
nnder  which  tlio  memorial  of  the  officers  had 
been  brought  forward,  but  in  a  tone  of  voice 
wUch  was  not  distiaetly  beard  in  the  gallery. 
On  proposing  to  the  officers  the  acceptance  of 
a  place  on  the  pension  list,  they  Bind  that  all 
who  had  been  driven  by  dire  necessity  to  that 
resort,  were  there  already.  The  present  plan 
did  not  propose  to  give  what  they  or  their 
friends  considered  them  entitled  to ;  but,  it  af- 
forded some  relief  to  their  necessities,  and  was 
an  approach  towards  the  payment  of  a  debt 
formed  under  the  most  imposing  circumstances, 
and  to  the  payment  of  which,  the  memorialists 
were  entitled  by  the  highest  and  strcmgest  con- 
siderations. 

Ur.  Macon  said,  that,  at  first,  this  chdm  had 
been  put  forth  on  legaj  grounds,  which  were 
maintdned  by  the  first  lawyers  in  the  Senate. 
Now,  that  ground  appeared  to  have  been 
abandoned,  and  he  supposed  the  claim  was 
founded  on  a  debt  of  gratitude.  Even  grant- 
ing that  such  a  claim  existed,  and  that,  at  any 
other  time,  it  would  be  proper  to  grant  it — this 
certainly  was  not  the  right  period  for  making 
any  such  grants.  There  never  was  a  time 
when  the  distresses  of  the  people  were  greater. 
In  his  part  of  the  country,  it  was  greater  than 
at  any  previous  period,  even  thaii  during  the 
war.  Money  was  never  scarcer  than  now. 
He  knew  we  could  borrow ;  but  we  had  not  it 
in  the  Treasury  to  spare.  Ur.  U.  also  urged 
that  there  were  other  classes  of  pet^de,  who 
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suffered  from  the  ravages  of  war,  and  lost  all 
their  property.  On  these  grounds  he  was  op- 
posed to  this  bUL 

Ur.  Cdandlkh  enressed  himself  dissatisfied 
with  the  reply  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  had  given  to  his  inquiry.  When  the 
facers  who  had  served  six  years  retired,  they 
had  lost  on  their  p^y.  But  here  was  another 
du8^  who^  after  having  served  a  shorter  period, 
and  recdved  five  yeara^  additional  pay,  with 
some  depredation,  were  to  receive  full  pay  for 
life.  He  thought  it  ni^ust  and  partial ;  and  it 
could  easily  be  perodvM,  that  the  oflBcers  and 
soldiers,  who  served  rix  years,  would  complain, 
llierefore,  while  we  are  abont  it,  why  not  pro- 
vide for  the  whole) 

Hr.  Harbison  stud,  that  the  friends  of  this 
bill  were  as^ed  on  all  sides,  and  in  the  most 
contrary  manner,  by  different  opponents.  Some 
gendemen  compMa  that  the  bill  goes  too  far, 
while  others,  like  my  friend  from  Maine,  re- 
proach us  that  we  do  not  go  far  enough.  The 
proviuons  of  this  bill  are  not  limited,  because 
we  do  not  think  that  there  are  other  classes  of 
officers  to  whom  the  oonntryowes  gratitude, 
who  served  a  shorter  period.  But  it  was  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  dums  of  these  officers 
which  limited  the  bill  to  them.  It  seemed 
rather  unfair  that  the  advocates  of  this  measure 
should  be  assailed  at  once  by  complaints  for 
doing  too  much,  and  for  doing  too  httle.  The 
argument  so  often  used  by  his  friend  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr,  Smith,)  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  pay  the  whole  amount  of  the 
depreciation  on  the  pay  of  the  army,  was  a 
sufficient  reply  to  the  opposite  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mtune.  It  had  been  well  said 
by  the  genUeman  from  Vir^nia,  0£e,  Tyixr,) 
on  a  former  d^y,  tliat  the  Ezenequer  of  the 
world  would  not  supply  the  flinds  to  defray  the 
losses  to  which  the  gentleman  fhnn  North  Car- 
(^a  has  alluded,  But,  when  that  gentieman 
gpeaki  of  the  losses  of  other  dawes,  and  the 
sacrifices  of  property  which  individuals  suffer- 
ed, would  he  compare  the  losses  of  these  men 
who  shed  their  blood,  and  risked  their  lives  in 
the  service,  to  losses  of  property  ?  Would  he 
compare  the  blood  of  an  ox  to  uie  blood  spilt 
by  these  devoted  patriots?  He  hoped  not. 
The  bill  provides  for  that  dass  of  men  who 
suffered  most,  and  who  received  a  pledge  which 
was  never  fulfilled. 

Mr.  WooDBVBT  replied  to  the  questions  put 
by  Mr.  Macon.  There  were  ncme  of  the  offi- 
cers provided  for  by  this  bill  who  hod  not  serv- 
ed three  years.  He  was  very  frank  to  confess 
another  fact,  which  was,  that  it  had  been  as- 
certained that  the  officers  who  served  the  short- 
est period  were  those  who  now  resided  in  the 
Southern  States.  If  the  discrimination  was 
nude,  it  would  be  in  favor  of  those  who  resided 
in  the  northern  States.  The  committee  had 
thought  that  all  those  who  served  to  the  close 
of  the  war  ought  to  be  provided  for,  without 
making  distinctions  in  fitvor  of  those  who 
served  longer  than  others. 


[AniL,18ML 

Hr.  Habbison  called  for  the  yeas  and  naji 
on  the  question  of  filling  the  blanks,  which  wu 
Bustained. 

Hr.  Cobb  said,  that  if  he  understood  the  ob- 
ject of  the  present  bill,  it  was  to  give  the  foil 
pay  of  a  capttun  for  life,  to  these  officeis,  sod 
two  years'  pay  as  a  previous  gratuity.   I  (&aid 
Mr.  0.)  shall  vote  against  it ;  and  I  wish  to  cz- 
pldn  why  I  shall  do  to.  U'tbiaisagtutmade 
upon  the  ground  of  a  debt^  there  is  no  retson 
why  it  should  not  be  extended  to  the  Ic^  rep- 
resentatives of  those  who  have  died,  as  weO  ss 
to  the  survivors.  I  ask  whether  the  present  biS 
does  not  deal  partially  I  'Whatever  may  be  Biid 
by  the  friends  of  the  measure,  I  cert^y  did 
understand,  that,  when  this  question  was  eet- 
tied  a  month  since,  by  three  several  votes— the 
friends  of  the  bill  signified  the  detenninitioii 
of  these  officers  not  to  accept  of  pensions.  The 
gentieman  from  Kew  York  informed  us,  thst 
they  would  not  consent  to  be  placed  upon  the 
pension  list.   Well,  sir,  it  is  now  said,  that  they 
are  to  receive  full  pay  for  life—and  will  tbey 
say  that  this  is  not  acc^>tiiu  of  a  pennont 
that  tills  is  not  an  extennon  in  the  penstoi  sjt- 
tern?   They  made  the  declaration  that  these 
gentieman  were  above  accepting  a  pensioD. 
But  now  we  find  these  high-miuded  modest  offi- 
cers of  the  Revolution,  discovering  that  the  bi3 
can  pass  in  no  other  form,  not  averse  to  becoine 
pensioner.   The  features  of  this  bill  (said  Ur. 
C.)  appear  to  me  to  be  more  offenave  now  than 
formerly ;  for,  if  any  thing  was  to  be  given,  it 
ought  to  have  been  given  as  a  donation.  The 
present  plan  extends  the  pension  principle  t«o 
far.   And  as  he  had  been  always  agunst  dou> 
tiona,viewingthemashedid,asunconstitatioQj!!, 
he  hoped  the  Senate  would  be  indioed  to  cob- 
eider  this  matter  thoroughly,  befiyre  tbey  em- 
sented  to  carry  the  pension  Ust  of  tlw  coantiy 
to  such  on  enormous  extent.  He  had  percuTM 
that  the  bill  had  been  skiUtaUy  mani^ed.  Ri 
advocates  hod  watched  the  proper  (mMrtanity 
for  calling  it  up ;  and  bad  been  peculiarly  csifr 
ful  that  Uie  Senate  should  be  fim,  when  it  cum 
OD  for  consideration.   They  had  called  it  vf, 
and  laid  it  down  again,  as  the  Senate  had  beoi 
fall  or  empty ;  and  now  it  is  pressed  becaose 
all  the  members  happen  to  bo  present  ftiH, 
he  hoped  this  measure  would  not  be  ptseei 
upon  without  deliberation.   He  thou^t  thtt 
this  subject  had  a  farther  scope  than  its  mat 
iutrinsio  merits  would  indicate.  He  thofigbt 
that  the  Preddoitial  question  was,  to  a  p«t 
extent,  made  to  dep^id  on  this  IrilL  The 
friends  of  the  administration  advocate  h,  it- 
cause  the  Prcu^nt  recommended  it  in  las  Krf- 
sogc — and  tlie  members  of  the  oppositioQ  tre 
in  favor  of  it,  because,  should  they  oppose  it. 
their  conduct  would  be  the  ground  for  reprotch 
from  their  opponents,  and  would  afford  u  ir- 
gnment  against  them.   This  bill  was  the  axet 
extravagant  feature  of  this  session,  which  w«s 
by  for  the  most  extravagant  Senate  in  vhich 
he  had  ever  served.   They  had  given  away  im- 
mense tracts  of  land — tiiciy  hM  ^ven  av^ 
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YuA  sums  of  money ;  and  they  had  enlarged  all 
tliose  powers  which  were  considered  \tj  many, 
a  ilangeroos  and  vneonstitntioDaJ.  In  that 
part  of  Ge<Hvia  in  which  be  lived,  Imt  little 
more  than  hat/  eropt  of  cotton  had  been  made 
in  tlie  last  year,  and  he  had  seen  a  document 
from  one  of  the  commerdal  cities  of  the  south, 
which  it  would  seem  that  the  exports  of 
cotttHi,  of  the  crop  of  1827,  would  be  from 
100,000  to  ^00,000  bales  less  than  those  of  the 
year  preceding.  Is  this  the  time  then  for  ex- 
tnvigant  expenditare  f  Is  this  the  time  for 
spendiDg  money  ?  There  was  no  fear  that  these 
applicants  wonld  come  upon  the  poor  list. 
Thejr  were  not  in  so  bad  a  condition  as  many 
thoosands  of  those  who  fought  with  them,  and 
performed  equally  nuritonons  lenrices;  bnt 
Those  cUnu  were  ibr^gotten.  He  felt  bound 
to<^)poae  this  bill  as  u^ust,  inexpedient  and 
a  wanton  expenditure  cs  the  money  of  the 
petmle. 

Mr.  Foot  merely  rose  to  state  the  grounds 
on  vhich  he  should  oppose  the  filling  of  the 
bknk  03  propmed.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  pensions — and  many  hard  cases 
bad  oome  before  them,  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  go  back  in  granting  pensions — and  in 
one  instance  only  had  the  committee  consented 
to  go  bock.  And  he  would  ask  whether  the 
Senate  would  adopt  a  principle,  which  liad 
never  been  acknowledged,  in  favor  of  these 
officers,  which  hnd  been  refused  in  many  in- 
itantei  where  iudividuaLi  were  poor  and  auf- 
ieriogf 

Ur.  HiKBiaoy  rose  to  make  hut  a  nngle  oh* 
wrvatioD  in  relation  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tienan  from  Georaia.  If  there  was  a  scramble 
npoa  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  as  that  gentleman 
tatimated — if  the  m^ority  of  the  Senate  were 
ia  &ror  of  the  bill,  he  thoncbt  it  a  fair  infer- 
ence  th^  they  acted  from  a  knowledge  of  the 
vishes  of  their  constituents ;  it  waa  a  fidr  con- 
clusion that  the  mqjmty  of  the  peo|^  were  in 
&TOr  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WEBfiTsn  awd :  It  had  not  been  my  pur- 
pose to  take  any  port  in  Uie  discussion  of  this 
bill  Uy  opinions,  in  regard  to  its  general  ob- 
ject, I  hope,  are  well  known,  end  I  bad  intend- 
ed to  eontent  myself  with  a  steady  and  perae- 
Tering  vote  in  its  favor.  But,  wnea  tiie  mo- 
ment of  final  deeidOD  has  come,  and  the  de- 
ci»on  is  BO  Ukely  to  be  nearly  eqiul,  I  feel  it  to 
be  8  duty  to  pnt,  not  only  my  own  vote,  but 
itiT  own  earnest  wishes,  my  fervent  entreaties 
W  others,  into  the  doubtful  scale. 

It  must  be  admitted,  sir,  that  the  persons  for 
vhose  benefit  this  bill  is  designed,  are,  in  some 
resiNMbi,  peculiarly  unfortunate.  They  are  com- 
pelled to  meet  not  only  objections  to  the  prin- 
ciple, but,  whichever  way  they  turn  them- 
^Tca,  embarrassing  objections  luso  to  detdts. 
One  friend  hedtates  at  this  provision,  and 
■wther  tX  that;  while  those  who  are  not 
linMds  at  an,  of  course,  oppose  every  thing  and 
pn>pose  nothing.  When  it  was  oontemplated, , 
wretofiwe,  to  give  the  petitioners  an  outright : 


sum,  in  satisfaction  of  their  clfum,  then  the  or- 
gmnent  was,  among  other  things,  that  the 
^aaui7  comd  not  Dear  so  heavy  a  draft  on 
its  means,  at  the  present  moment. 

The  plan  is,  accordin^y,  changed — an  an- 
nuity is  prqioscd — and  then  ^e  objection 
chaises  also^ — and  it  is  now  sud,  that  this  is 
but  granting  pension,  and  that  the  pension  sys- 
tem has  already  been  carried  too  far.  I  coa- 
fessi,  sir,  I  felt  wounded, — deeply  hurt— at  the 
observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
So,  then,  said  he,  these  modest  and  high-mind- 
ed gentlemen  take  a  peosion  at  last  1  How  ia 
it  possible,  that  a  gentleman  of  bia  generosity 
of  character,  and  general  kindness  m  feeling, 
can  indulge  in  such  a  tone  of  triumphant  irony 
towards  a  few  old,  gr»--headed,  poor,  and  bro- 
ken warriors  of  tM  KevolatiDn  I  There  is^  I 
know,  BCTiething  repnisive  and  <niprobrioua  in 
the  name  of  pension.  But,  God  forbid  that  I 
should  taunt  them  with  it  I  With  grief;  heart- 
felt grie^  do  I  behold  the  necessity  which  leads 
these  veterans  to  accept  the  bounty  of  their 
country,  in  a  manner  not  the  most  agreeable  to 
their  feelings.  Worn  out  and  decrepid,  repre- 
sented before  us,  by  those,  their  former  broth- 
ers in  arms,  who  totter  along  our  lobbies,  or 
stand  leaning  on  their  crutches,  I,  for  one, 
would  most  gladly  support  a  measnre  which 
would  consult  at  once  their  services,  their 
years,  their  necessities,  and  the  delicacy  of  their 
sentiments.  I  would  ^adly  ^ve,  with  prompti- 
tude and  grace,  with  gratitude  and  delicacy, 
that  which  merit  has  earned,  and  necessity  de- 
mands. 

Sir,  what  ore  the  objections  which  ore  urged 
agunst  this  bill  ?  Let  us  look  at  them,  ancl  see 
If  they  be  real ;  let  us  weigh  them,  to  know  if 
they  be  solid.  For,  sir,  we  are  not  acting  on 
a  slight  matter.  Nor  is  what  we  do,  likely  to 
pass  unobserved  now,  or  to  be  forgotten  here- 
after. I  regard  the  occasion  as  one  full  of  in- 
terest and  full  of  responsibility.  Those  indi- 
viduals, the  little  remoant  of  a  gallant  band, 
whose  days  of  youth  and  manhood  were  spent 
for  their  country,  in  tiie  toils  and  dangers  of 
the  field,  are  now  before  us,  poor  and  (dd^  inU- 
maUng  thdr  wants  witii  relactant  delicacy, 
uid  wing  snccor  from  their  country,  with 
decorous  soUcitude.  How  we  shall  treat  them, 
it  behooves  us  well  to  condder,  not  only  for 
Uicir  sake,  bnt  for  our  own  sake  also,  and  for 
the  sake  of  the  honor  of  the  country.  What- 
ever we  do,  will  not  be  done  in  a  corner.  Our 
constituents  will  see  it — the  people  will  see  it 
— the  world  will  see  it. 

Let  09  candidly  examine,  then,  the  objections 
which  have  been  rMsed  to  this  bill;  with  a  dis- 
position to  yield  to  them,  from  necessity,  we 
must ;  but  to  overcome  them,  If,  in  faimesa, 
we  can. 

In  the  first  place,  it  Is  sidd  that  we  ought  not 
to  pass  this  bill,  because  it  will  involve  us  in  a 
ohai^n  of  nnknown  extent.  We  are  reminded 
that,  whoi  the  general  pennon  law  for  Revo- 
lutionary BcddierB  passed,  an  expense  was  lib* 
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curred,  for  beyond  vhat  bod  been  contem- 
plated ;  that  the  estimate  of  the  number  of  sur- 
viving Beralutionary  soldiers  proved  altogether 
fallacious ;  and  that,  for  aught  we  know,  the 
same  mistake  maj  be  committed  now. 

Is  this  objection  well  founded !  Let  me  saj, 
in  the  first  place,  that,  if  one  measure,  right  in 
itself,  has  gone  farther  than  it  was  intended  to 
be  carried,  for  want  of  accurate  proTisiona,  and 
adequate  guards,  this  may  furnish  a  very  ^ood 
reason  for  supplying  such  guards  and  provisions, 
in  another  measure,  but  can  afford  no  ground 
at  oU  for  r^ecting  mch  other  measure  alto- 

fther,  if  it  be  in  itsdf  just  and  necessary, 
e  ahould  avail  ourselves  of  our  experieDce,  it 
Beems  to  me,  to  correct  what  baa  been  found 
amiss ;  and  not  draw  from  it  tm  midistingnish- 
ing  resolution  to  do  nothing,  merely  because  it 
has  tau^t  QB,  that,  in  something  which  we 
have  already  done,  we  have  acted  with  too  lit- 
tle eare.  In  the  next  place,  does  the  fact  bear 
out  thia  objection  i  Is  there  any  difSculty  in 
ascertaining  the  number  of  the  officers  who  will 
be  benefited  by  this  bill,  and  estimating  the 
expense,  therefore,  which  it  will  create  I  I 
tliink  there  is  none.  The  records  in  the  Be- 
parbnent  of  War  and  the  Treasury  furnish  such 
evidence  as  that  there  ia  no  danger  of  material 
mistake.  The  diligence  of  the  chalnnon  ttf  the 
committee  has  enabled  him  to  lay  the  facts  con- 
nected with  this  part  of  the  cose,  so  fully  and 
minutely  before  the  Senate,  that  I  think  no  one 
con  feel  serious  doubt.  Indeed,  it  is  admitted 
by  the  adversaries  of  the  bill,  that  this  objec- 
tion does  not  apply  here,  with  the  same  force, 
OS  in  the  former  pension  law.  It  is  admitted 
that  there  is  a  greater  facility  in  this  cose,  than 
in  that,  in  ascertaining  the  nmnber  and  names 
those  who  will  be  entitled  to  receive  that 
bounty. 

This  objection,  then,  is  cot  fonnded  in  true 
principle ;  and  if  it  were  it  is  not  sustained  by 
the  facta.  I  think  we  on^t  not  to  yield  to  it, 
unless,  which  I  know  is  not  the  eentiment 
which  pervades  the  Senate,  feeling  thi^  the 
measure  ought  not  to  pass,  we  still  prefer,  not 
to  place  our  oppodtion  to  it  on  a  distinct  and 
Tiuble  ground,  bat  to  veil  it  under  vogne  and 
general  objections. 

In  the  second  place,  it  has  been  objected, 
that  the  operation  of  the  bill  will  be  unequal, 
because  all  officers  of  the  same  rank  will  re- 
ceive equal  benefit  from  it,  olthough  tliey  en- 
tered the  army  at  different  times,  and  were  of 
different  ages.  Sir,  is  not  this  that  sort  of  ine- 
quality which  must  always  exist  in  every  gen- 
eral provision?  Is  it  possible  that  my  law 
can  descend  into  such  particulars  t 

■Would  there  be  any  reason  why  it  shoald  do  so 
if  it  could  I  Tlie  bill  ia  intended  for  those,  who, 
being  in  the  army  in  October,  1780,  theri  re- 
ceived a  solemn  promise  of  half  pay  for  life,  on 
condition  that  they^  would  continue  to  eerve 
through  the  war.  The  ground  of  merit  is, 
that,  whensoever  they  hm  joined  the  army, 
being  thna  scdioited  by  thdr  country  to  remain 


in  it,  they  at  once  vent  for  the  whole ;  tbn 
futened  their  fortunes  to  the  standards  wfaid 
they  bore,  and  resolved  to  continue  tbeir  mil- 
itaiV  service  until  it  should  terminate,  eithn  in 
their  country's  success  or  their  own  deaths. 
This  is  their  merit  and  tbeir  groimd  cf  claim. 
How  long  they  had  been  already  in  service  is 
immaterial  and  unimportant.  They  were  thco 
in  service ;  the  salvaticn  of  their  comitry  de- 
pended on  their  continnin^  in  that  service. 
(Tongress  saw  this  impootive  necessity,  snd 
earnestly  solicited  them  to  ranain,  and  prom- 
ised the  compensation.  They  saw  ue  Mctrnt; 
also,  and  they  yidded  to  it. 

Bat,  Bg^n,  it  is  sud,  that  the  prcaent  time  ii 
not  aoBiMciona.  The  bill,  it  is  niged,  dwoM 
not  pass  now.  The  venerable  member  bum 
Norui  Carolina  says,  as  I  nnderstood  him,  thit 
he  would  be  almost  as  willing  that  the  bill 
should  pass,  at  some  other  sesnon,  as  be  dis- 
cussed at  this.  He  speaks  of  the  distresses  of 
the  country,  at  the  present  moment,  and  of 
another  biU,  now  in  the  Senate,  having,  as  ba 
tbinks,  the  effect  of  laying  new  taxes  upon  tbe 
people.  He  is  for  postponement.  Bot  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  with  entire  respect  for  the  boner- 
able  mnnber,  that  this  is  one  of  the  cases  letA 
of  all  fitforpofltpononent. — It  is  not  anwann^ 
that,  if  (Knitted  this  year,  maj  aa  wcU  be  dose 
next.  Beforenezt  year  comes,  those  vho  need 
the  relief  may  be  beyuid  it«  reach.  To  po!t- 
pone,  for  another  year,  an  onntdty  to  peneu 
already  so  aged — an  annui^,  fonnded  on  tbe 
merits  of  services  which  were  rendered  half  s 
century  ago;  to  postpone,  for  anoti^er  wliote 
year,  a  biU  for  the  relief  of  deserving  men,  pro- 
posing not  a^^ndizement  but  suppOTt;  not 
emolument,  but  bread — ^is  a  mode  of  disponng 
of  it,  in  which  I  cannot  concur. 

But  it  is  argued,  in  the  next  place,  tbai  tbe 
bill  ought  not  to  pass,  because  tnose  who  ban 
spoken  in  its  favor  have  placed  it  on  difii»«t 
grounds,  lliey  have  not  agreed,  it  is  yii. 
whether  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
right,  or  matter  of  gratuity,  or  bom^.  & 
there  weight  in  this  objection!  If  some  thiak 
the  grant  ought  to  be  made,  as  an  exemse  of 
jndicioDS  ana  well-deserved  bounty,  does  it 
weaken  that  ground  that  others  think  is  found- 
ed in  strict  right,  and  that  we  cannot  refiue  it 
without  manifest  and  palpable  injustice  t  Or 
is  it  strange,  that  those  who  feel  the  ju- 
tice  of  the  didm  should  address  to  those  who 
do  not  feel  it,  considerations  of  a  differmt  char- 
acter, but  fit  to  have  wei^t,  and  whidi  tbey 
hope  may  have  weigbtt  biothineismMepluB 
ana  natural  than  the  course  whicA  this  aff^ 
tion  has  taken.  Tbe  ^ppticanta  thcBwts 
have  placed  it  on  the  groiuia  of  eqmty  and  Isr. 
Th^  advert  to  the  resolve  trf"  1780,  to  tbe  con* 
mutation  of  1788,  and  to  the  mode  of  ftmdi^ 
the  oerUficates.  They  stand  on  their  contracL 
This  is  perfectly  natural  On  that  basis,  Uiey 
can  wield  the  argument  themselves.  Of  vbit 
is  required  by  j  ustice  end  equity,  they  rosy  res- 
son,  even  in  uieir  own  casek  Bat,  vhoi  tU 
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q>pIicatioa  is  placed  on  different  grounds; 
vboi  pmonal  merit  is  to  be  itq[e£  as  the 
Aandation  of  a  Jnst  and  ec<Hioinical  oonnty; 
Then  services  ore  to  be  mentioned ;  pivations 
reeonated;  pains  enamerated;  and  wounds 
■nd  scars  counted ;  the  discussion  necessarily 
derolres  to  other  hands.  In  all  that  we  have 
seen  from  these  officers,  in  the  various  papers 
presented  bj  them,  it  cannot  hut  be  obvions  to 
everr  one,  how  little  is  of  personal  merit, 
mi  haw  exclusively  they  confine  themselves 
to  That  they  think  their  rights  mider  the  con- 
tract 

I  must  confess,  sir,  that  principles  of  equity, 
Thich  appear  to  me  as  plain  as  the  sun,  are 
by  the  memorialists  themselves,  with 
erest  caution  and  much  qaalification.  Th^ 
idTsnce  their  claim  of  rignt  without  extravap 
gmee  or  overstraining ;  and  they  snbmit  it  to 
the  nidmpasnoned  sense  of  justice  of  the  Senate. 

Vi.  Foot  observed,  that  this  bill,  from  the 
comniencement  of  its  discussion  at  an  early 
period  of  the  senion,  until  the  present  moment, 
sui  been  before  the  Senate,  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances ;  and,  to  him,  extremely  embarrass- 
ing ;  held  fast  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  strongly  fortified  against  amendments, 
motions  merely  to  fill  the  blanks.  The 
original  bill  embraced  a  certain  portion  of  the 
officers  only,  to  whom  half  pay  for  life  had 
beea  promised ;  but  on  tlieir  own  application, 
tlus  half  pay  hod  been  commuted  for  fiill  pay 
ibr  five  years ;  and  it  was  contended  that  the 
United  States  were  under  a  legal  obligation  to 
nuke  farther  provision  for  these  officers.  Hr. 
F.  taidhehad  voted  against  filling  the  blank 
in  the  oi^giaal  bill,  with  every  sum  which  had 
been  proposed ;  and  shonld  have  voted  against 
even  the  smallest  sum,  for  the  exclusive  benefit 
of  Uiese  officers.  lie  never  could  consent  to 
degrade  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
by  elevating  the  officers ;  they  were  not  mere 
fflerranary  hirelings,  like  the  soldiers  of  ordi- 
naiy  standing  armies.  Uany  of  these  soldiers 
ifere  of  the  best  blood  of  the  countir — equal  to 
the  oflkers — and  fighting  side  by  side  for  their 
dearest  ri^ts.  It  was  a  common  cause — and 
n>e  spirit  pervaded  the  -whole.  The  officer  was 
HUM  fixtnoate ;  he  had  a  eommissioo,  and  could 
at  any  time  resign  and  leave  the  army.  And, 
tir,  we  all  know  the  origin  of  the  half  pay,  and 
the  commutation  for  five  years'  fbll  pay.  The 
Kldier  could  not  resign ;  he  contd  not  compel 
Congrew  to  increase  his  pay,  by  threats  to 
KsigQ  and  disband  the  army.  These  officers 
were  as  well  paid  on  their  first  contract  for 
nrvice  as  the  soldier — which  indeed  was  poor 
enongh.  Bat  the  soldier  was  compelled  to 
Krve  out  his  enlistment  upon  the  terms  of  his 
witract^  How  is  the  case  with  the  officer  ? 

"«  not  half  pay  ofiTered  for  Ufe,  to  prevent 
^^^natioQ?  And  this  commuted,  at  their 
truest,  for  five  years*  full  pay,  amounting  to 
tvice  the  original  sum  contracted  for  their 

slices  t  And  does  this  form  a  ground  for 

this  dum  for  additional  compenaationt  lb. 


F.  declared  that  he  never  should  vote  for  any 
addit^cnul  eompensaticm  to  the  <^oerB  idone^ 
but  woold  assure  the  chairman  he  was  ready 
to  go  with  him  in  making  any  suitable  pro- 
vinons  for  these  Revolutionary  heroes,  whidi 
would  do  equal  justice  to  the  soldier  as  well  as 
the  officer. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Oarolina,  replied  to 
some  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Webster.  He  con- 
sidered that  these  claims  could  not  be  estab- 
lished in  a  court  of  equity,  and  remarked  that 
the  panegyric  bestowed  by  ^e  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  on  the  conduct  of  the  officers  at 
the  olose  of  the  war,  was  not  entirely  de- 
served, as  there  had  been,  to  a  certun  extent, 
a  revolt  among  them,  which  nothing  but  the 
presence  and  influence  of  Washington  bad 
overcome.  Besides,  he  nudntained  that  the 
officers  could  not  better  themselves  hy  any 
course  of  violence.  There  was  nothing  left  m 
which  they  could  possess  themselves,  the  conn* 
try  having  been  ravaged,  and  the  property  <k 
the  citizens  having  been  destroyed.  He  re* 
peated  what  he  had  smd  in  relation  to  an  in- 
dividual among  the  claimants  who  was  worth 
a  large  fortune. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  that  there  were 
but  twelve  of  these  officers  who  were  residents 
in  Maryland,  yet,  were  he  to  vote  against  this 
bill,  he  might  be  certain  of  never  being  return- 
ed to  Congress  again.  His  constituents  were 
in  favor  of  it.  They  were  desirous  that  some- 
thing sfaonld  be  done  to  smooth  the  way  to  the 
nave  of  these  veteran  servants  of  the  eoontry. 
There  might  be  one  gentleman  in  Sonth  Caro- 
lina who  was  possessed  of  a  fortune,  but  this 
was  no  reason  why  the  other  claimants  should 
be  neglected,  nor  did  it  alter  the  Justice  of  the 
claim.  There  was  not  one  of  these  officers  who 
resided  in  Maryland  that  was  possessed  of 
property.  There  was,  formerly,  one  rich  offi- 
cer in  Maryland,  who  had  lately  died.  But  ha 
would  not  have  received  this  annuity,  had  he 
been  living.  I  say  this  annuity,  because  it  is 
not,  as  it  has  been  denominated,  a  pension. 

Mr.  White  sud,  that  if  this  was  solely  an 
equitable  claim,  the  legal  representatives  of 
decMsed  officers  had  uf  equal  right  to  didm 
the  provirion,  as  the  surviving  omeen.  For 
this  reason  he  had  not  voted  agunst  the  bill  In 
its  former  shape.  It  was  now  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion in  which  he  could  conscientiously  record 
his  vote  in  its  fiivor.  He  should,  therefore, 
state,  as  concisely  as  possible,  the  grounds  on 
which  his  vote  would  oe  given.  He  consider^ 
ed  this  was  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution,  in  consideration,  that 
a  promise  made  to  them  by  the  Government 
had  not  been  complied  with  as  far  as  was  in- 
tended. If  this  was  intended  as  a  gratuity, 
it  did  not  extend  to  the  legal  representatives  of 
the  ^ceased.  But,  rir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  see  in 
existence  the  men  who  have  rei^ered  thesa 
services  to  their  country.  I  see  them  in  want, 
and  I  cannot  reftase  to  succor  than.  They 
have  conferred  benefits  upon  the  country,  upoa 
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which  we  cannot  place  too  high  an  eetimate. 
Those  services  have  not  been  compensated 
according  to  a  fonner  promise  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 1  bis  compact  has  been  fnlfilled  in  form, 
bnt  not  in  substance.  Others  may  have  served 
the  country  with  equal  fidelity  and  zeal,  bnt 
not  having  the  promise  which  these  men  had, 
their  claims  are  placed  on  other  and  weaker 
gronnds.  Tbey  cannot  have  an  equal  claim 
with  these  officers.  I  have  always  considered, 
Bsid  Mr.  W.,  that  the  vietories  achieved  by 
tiiese  men  orw  die  enemy  were  not  their 
greatest  victories.  The  gnwtest  of  their  tri- 
umphs was  that  which  tbey  aohiered  over 
themselves,  tfaeir  wants,  and  interests,  when, 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  they  delivered  up  their 
arms,  and  retired  to  the  private  walks  of  life, 
trusting  in  the  justice  of  their  countrymen,  and 
fdlly  believing,  that,  when  tlie  time  arrive^ 
they  would  receive  the  compensation  pledsed 
to  them  by  the  Government.  That  time  has 
arrived.  We  ore  now  able  to  render  this 
tribute  of  justice.  And  if  it  were  the  lost  dol- 
lar in  the  Treasury,  I  would  give  it  for  this 
purpose.  This  opinion  is,  I  think,  founded  on 
principle.  It  may  be  said  that  I  am  actuated 
by  feeling ;  but,  if  so,  it  is  a  feeling  which  I 
think  I  onght  to  entertain.  As  to  any  other 
motives,  I  do  not  entertain  them.  I  came  here 
dressed  in  no  nan's  livery ;  but  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  sovereign  State,  to  act  aocording 
to  my  conscience  and  the  will  of  my  constitu- 
ents alone.  Any  imputation  to  the  contrary 
I  cannot  admit,  as  I  should  feel  myself  degrad^ 
by  allowing  myself  to  act  on  other  grounds ; 
and  I  should  think  it  beneath  me,  to  look 
upon  the  decisions  of  Senators  as  arising  team 
any  other  views. 

Mr.  Macox  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  which  was  negatived,  22  to  20, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yak  Bubex,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lid  on  the  table,  and  be  printed,  as 
amended. 


UoSDAT,  April  28. 
Adjoummejit  <if  Congrm. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Friday  by  Mr. 
JoHNSoy,  of  Kentucky,  autliorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  fix  upon  a  period 
at  which  Congress  shall  at^oum,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  McKiNLET  moved  to  lay  the  ros^ution 
on  the  table ;  which  was  negatived — ^23  to  18. 

Mr.  Maoon  moved  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  meet  tlie  committee  appointed  by  the  House 
nndcr  the  rctolntion  of  the  House  to  fix  the 
period  of  adjournment,  and  to  select  the  bugi- 
ncfls  to  bo  acted  on ;  which  was  agreed  to— 
SO  to  17. 

Surtiton  of  the  Jtetolutum. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Revolution- 
ary officers  ond  soldiers  was  taken  up  again ; 
and,  having  been  further  amended,  on  motion 


[Arm,  18% 

of  Mr.  WooDBUBT,  the  tjnestion  ooenrred  oi 
striking  oat,  and  inserting  the  amuidmeat 
offered  by  tiie  conmdttee,  as  amended,  wludi 
was  agreed  to  without  a  dividon. 

The  question  on  engrossing  b^gthenpnt; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  beoi  ordmd, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroosed  for  athiid 
reading,  by  the  following  vote : 

TEAR.~-Hc88r8.  Barnard,  Batemut,  Bell,  Berrira, 
Boulignv,  Chambers,  C^ee,  Dickenon,  EaUiii,  HI^ 
risen,  GTajne,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  JohiMtoo  tt 
Louitiaaa,  Kane,  King,  Kni|^t,  Marks,  Parru,  Rob- 
bins,  Bowan,  Sanford,  Seymour,  SBbbee,  Smith  id 
U&ryland,  Thomas,  Van  Boren,  Wdxter,  Whitt, 
Willcy,  Woodbury— 30. 

Xats. — Hessra.  Barton,  Bentoo,  ^ancli,  CW 
dler,  Cobb,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hendricks,  McKioky,  Mmoc,  | 
Noble.  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  South  of  &  C,  hnnfl, 
T;ler,William»~17. 


'WxDNmDAT,  April  80.  | 

Time  of  A^TMimmM^ 

Mr,  Bbbbibn,  ftom  the  etmunittee  uipcnnted 
to  join  a  committee  from  the  other  llouse  fur 
tlie  i)urpose  of  fixing  upon  the  time  for  the  ul- 
juurnmeat  of  the  two  nooses^  reported  the 
following  resolntimi : 

Reatimd  by  the  BenaU  and  Route  tf  K*prmeni^ 
HveM  of  ikt  llnittd  Statet  of  America  in  Cengrta  ' 
oMembled,  That  the  Ft«adent  of  the  Seuu  ird  i 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtii-M  do  ti- 
journ  tlieir  respective  Hooses  od  Monday,  Uw  S«l> 
Uay  next.  , 

Oumherlattd  Soad. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Makks,  the  VSl  for  tl;« 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  ComtKrlAnd 
road  (to  erect  tampike  gates  on  the  road)  m 
taken  up,  and  the  amenomaitB  r^orted  thb 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  agreed  ta 

Mr.  JoHSBoa;  of  Kentucky,  Hoj^mited  the 
bill,  and  read  a  lettn*  from  the  posbnsst«r  ges- 
eral,  endosing  a  letter  from  «  mail  etntractH, 
detailing  the  bad  state  of  repair  of  soms  gcc- 
tioDs  of  the  road. 

Mr.  Marks  argued  that  the  road  would  be 
ruined  if  sufierea  long  to  remain  in  its  pre^  i 
condition.  It  would  be  little  better  uan  to 
allow  the  road  to  return  to  its  wildemeeeftsie, 
to  neglect  repairing  it  through  another  wioier 
like  iJie  last.  There  were  three  courses  tbt 
might  be  taken.  The  United  State  coald 
miUte  appropriations  for  the  repair  of  the  road ; 
they  coald  erect  toll  gates ;  or  to  tram  over  Uie 
whole  matter  to  the  States  in  which  the  rtoid 
licR.  If  the  latter  course  were  purMied  tU-^ 
was  no  certainty  that  the  States  wooW  ninltr- 
take  to  keep  the  road  la  repair,  «s  they  lott.J 
upon  the  rood,  having  been  moide  by  the  C^Jt- 
crol  Government,  as  a  work  o(  a  iiaiit«ui 
character,  and  Congress  as  bound  to  pn>r» 
for  its  repairs.  The  question  before  the  Sei  ate 
was,  whether  Congress  t^ould  allow  t 
which  had  cost  two  millions  of  deUaiS)  to  ^ 
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inXo  decay  for  want  of  repair,  or  wooJd  take 
mtuores  to  perpetuate  the  beoefitsof  the  road. 
I[  wu  tree,  that  Itba  work  done  last  year  iras 
bMomioif  dil^rfdated  and  going  to  ndii,  while 
tbej  vere  going  on  with  t£e  ower  parts  of  the 
vork.  There  was  no  gentlonan  present,  he 
bdiercd,  who  would  not  be  ooBvinoed  of  the 
neccsdty  of  dtnog  something  to  prevent  the 
road  from  gcdng  to  destmctioc.  He  knew  that 
it  hid  been  argned  that  GongrMs  had  not  tiie 
|K>irer  to  do  this :  bnt,  he  considered,  that,  as 
It  hnd  been  decided  by  repeated  votes,  that 
CoDzresa  had  the  right  to  make  the  road,  it 
conld  liardly  be  maintuned  that  Congress  had 
not  the  right  to  repair  it. 

Ur.  BsAHCH  olf}eoted  that  the  Senate  had  no 
power  to  originate  a  bill  for  the  levying  of 
tues. 

lb.  lUsD  replied  tiiat  it  was  not  the  de- 
rign  of  the  bill  to  bring  any  thing  into  the 
pubUe  co^rs,  as  all  tiie  money  collected  fropi 
toQs  woald  be  eiqiended  in  repairs  npon  the 

roal 

Ur.  BzHTOx  objected  to  the  late  period  at 
which  this  bill  had  been  token  up.  He  said 
l»  held  in  his  hand  a  set  of  resolutions,  which 
lie  thoDxht  wonld  meet  the  views  of  the  friends 
of  the  Mil.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  upon  the  table  imtil  to-mori'ow,  when  his 
lesolations  would  come  np  for  consideration. 

Kr.  Habbison  objected  to  the  resolutions, 
md  emuidered  that  the  tendency  of  their  in- 
ttodoetiMk  wonld  be  to  retard  the  bill,  and 
probaUy  to  postpone  it  nntil  next  searian. 

Mr.  SioTH,  of  Maryland,  said  he  wished  this 
bill  tried  on  its  merits ;  because,  if  it  was  re- 
jected, the  Senate  wonld  virtually  say  that 
thej'  wonld  vote  money  for  the  repair  of  the 
"Md.  He  had  no  choice  as  to  the  manner  in 
Thich  the  object  was  effected.  One  way 
or  another  ihe  road  wonld  doubtless  be  re- 
pured,  as  it  conld  not  be  supposed  that  they 
would  allow  all  the  expense  which  the  road 
bad  cost  to  be  loet  for  want  of  repfur. 

Mr.  Maoox  thought  the  Senate  was  going 
rather  too  Cast.  He  rose  to  ask  the  I^ident 
whether  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate  to 
fivme  an  act  iqion  a  bill  of  this  kind ;  whether 
it  was  not  a  bill  which  ong^t  to  originate  in 
the  other  Howe  I 

The  Ohur  observed  that  It  woe  a  qnestion  of 
peat  magnitude ;  he  should  be  desirous  of  re- 
KTringthe  decision  of  the  question  to  the  8en- 
Whether  the  Senate  had  tiie  power  to 
friune  such  a  bill,  under  the  constitution,  was 
a  pomt  of  some  doubt  and  much  importance. 

Ur.  Enra  doubted  whether  the  President 
was  competent  to  decide  the  question,  as  it  was 
a  coDstitotional  point,  and  not  a  question  of 
order. 

The  "^^ce  President  sud  he  was  by  no  means 
coretoQs  of  the  duty  of  deciding. 

Ur.  HsKDBioxs  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
Mil  not  1m  noB^xmed,  and  that  it  might 
w  di^osed  of  without  a  oonstitntional  aivn- 
wnt.  The  ooiutitatiattal  question  had  omn 


been  decided  by  the  Senate,  and  he  thought 
its  agitation  would  be  useless  now. 

The  Preridoit  sud  be  would  be  governed  by* 
the  Senate.  The  reason  why  the  Chiur  had 
supposed  that  the  qneetim  came  under  the 
irules  of  order,  was,  that  those  rules  had  regu- 
lated the  praoUoe  of  the  body.  The  article  of 
the  constitution  to  which  it  referred,  establish- 
ed that  certain  bills  could  not  be  framed  in  the 
Senate,  and  hence  the  Chair  was  of  opinion, 
that  a  question  as  to  the  power  given  in  this 
respect,  would  CQme  nnder  the  regnlatim  of 
the  bunnesa  of  tne  Senate.  He  might  be  in 
error,  bnt  snch  was  his  impression. 

The  Vice  President  again  rose,  and  stated 
that  the  question  presented  a  new  point  of 
order.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  decision 
would  not  turn  npon  the  constitutionality  of 
the  bilL  but  npcm  the  practice  of  tiie  Senate. 
He  wished  the  Senatm  to  consider  the  qiie»- 
tion. 

The  bm  was  ordered  to  fie  on  the  table. 

The  Vice  Prendent  gave  notice,  that,  when 
the  bill  should  come  np,  as  it  presented  a  new 
pCHDt,  and  as  the  constitutioual  question  was 
one  of  great  magnitude,  he  would  submit  to  the 
Senate  whether  or  not  it  came  within  theimlea 
of  order. 


ICoxDAT,  ICay  5. 

The  Tariff  Bill 

On  motion  of  Hr,  Diokerson,  the  bill  to  in- 
creose  the  duties  on  certun  imported  articles 
was  taken  up,  and  the  first  amendment  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  following  amendment  was  considered ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Fabbis,  the  qnestion  waa 
divided,  so  as  to  dedde  first  on  strilcing  out — 

Sec  8,  line  SO.  Strike  out  the  words  "  ten  cents," 
and  insert  ''seven  cents  sad  a  half,"  so  as  to  read, 
"on  molasies  seven  cents  and  a  ba^  per  gallra." 

Hr.  BoBBiKS  spoke  at  ooiuideraUe  length 
gainst  the  duty  upon  molasses,  as  unne<»s8ary, 
inexpecUen^  and  oppressive,  aa  odious  tax  npon 
a  necessary  article. 

Kr.  DicKKBsoN  defended  the  imposition  of 
the  dnfy,  and  argued  that  it  would  lead  to  the 
prodnction  of  tiie  artide  in  the  country.. 

Hr.  Benton  advocated  the  duty  on  molasses 
as  an  indirect  encouragement  to  the  landed,  or 
fanning  interest.  It  would  enable  the  distil- 
lers of  the  Western  country,  who  used  pains  to 
compete  with  those  in  the  Eastern  States, 
who  distilled  from  molasses.  Among  other 
remarks,  Hr.  B.  said  that  whiskey  was  the 
healthiest  liquor  that  was  drank,  as  men  were 
known  who  bad  been  drunk  npon  it  for  forty 
or  fifty  jeaxiy  while  rum  finished  its  victims  in 
^^t  or  ten. 

Mr,  CnAKDLEB  said,  that  he  imderstocd  the 
gentleman  from  Hiaioari  that  a  man  might  ba 
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drank  oq  whiskey  for  forty  year*.  This  was 
the  reason  why  he  would  vote  agunst  the 
daty,  as  he  was  in  &Tor  of  that  liquor  which 
should  Boonest  despatch  the  drunkard. 

Mr,  Pabbis  expressed  himself  averse  to  the 
duty  on  molasses,  which  he  looked  upon  as 
far  more  injurious  to  Maine,  than  it  could  be 
beneficial  to  Missouri.  Mr.  P.  then  gave  some 
detuls  in  relation  to  the  trade  carried  on  by 
the  State  of  Maine  with  the  West  India  idonds, 
and  contended  that  tiiis  duty  would  act  as  a 
death  blow  to  that  trade. 

Mr,  Jomraox,  of  EmtndEy,  defended  the 
measare,  aa  extending  to  the  West  its  ^are  ct 
protection.  He  did  not  consider  that  the  State 
of  Mune  would  suffer,  as  her  tonnage  would  be 
ed  in  carrying  the  molasses  of  Louisiana, 
of  that  of  the  West  Indies.  If  the  bill 
was  amended  and  sent  back  to  the  other  House, 
and  should  there  be  lost,  he  wished  to  know 
who  would  assume  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  Pabbis  replied  briefly  to  Mr,  JomrsoN. 
He  felt  no  anxiety  as  to  the  responnbility  for 
having  caused  the  bill  to  be  lost.  His  constitu- 
ents would  be  severely  injured  by  it.  Indeed, 
had  a  measure  been  framed  for  the  express 

Surpose  of  bearing  down  the  interest  of  the 
bate  of  Maine,  it  would  not  have  been  more 
anccBBBfuL  As  to  a  twponubility  of  any  other 
kind  to  wMch  the  gentleman  might  allude,  he 
felt  no  anxiety.  He  maintained  Uiat  Louisiana 
could  not  supply  the  West  India  trade  in  the 
article  of  molasses,  or  yield  a  market  for  the 
productions  of  Mune. 

The  question  being  then  pnt  on  BtrikiDg  out, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Vermieelli. 

The  amendment  at  the  22d  line  of  the  8d 
section,  to  insert  on  vermicelli  60  per  cent- 
um," being  next — 

Mr.  DiOKBBSON  explained  this  propouMon. 
The  article  was  not  as  unimportant  as  oy  some 
it  might  be  mipp<»ed.  He  mentioned  tiie  liiet 
of  a  manufacturer  in  the  State  of  Kew  Jersey, 
who  exported  large  quantities. 

Hr.  &aTH,  of  Maryland,  sidd,  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  Jersey  will  not  even  let  us  have  our 
soup  in  peace.  That,  too,  must  be  taxed.  He 
will  think  of  taxing  the  air  we  breathe  next. 
This  article  was  to  be  taxed,  because  there  was 
a  manufacturer  in  New  Jersey  who  appeared 
to  be  doing  very  well,  as  the  geotieman  said 
that  he  exported  large  quantities. 

Mr.  Bbkton  said  he  would  detain  the  Senate 
but  a  minute  and  a  half;  and  he  intended  to 
tell  a  story  instead  of  making  a  speech.  When 
the  tariff  of  1824  was  under  discusnon  in  the 
other  House,  a  gentleman,  whom  he  did  not 
then  know,  but  whom  he  afterwards  learned 
was  a  member  of  Congress,  came  to  him  in  bis 
seat,  and  asked  whether  there  were  not  caves 
iu  Missouri  in  which  Epsom  salts  were  found. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  answered  doubtingly — and  the 
gentleman  said  he  had  at  home  a  small  manu- 
uetoiy  of  the  article,  and  he  argued  that  the 


[IUt,  1828. 

eaves  in  Missouri  and  bis  nuuin&etoiy  en- 
titled the  article  to  be  prote^«d.    Wh«i  the 

fentleman  from  New  Jersey  proposed  this 
uty,  because  there  happened  to  be  a  manu- 
factory of  vermicelli  in  New  Jersey,  his  Qtr. 
B.*s)  mind  recurred  to  this  circumstance,  and 
he  could  not  but  ask  whether  there  was  any 
member  of  Congress  interested  in  the  busi- 
ness f 

Mr.  DioKKBBON  assured  Mr.  Bbntos^  that  no 
member  of  Congress  hod  any  concern  hi  the 
mannioctory  of  which  he  had  spoken. 

Tbe  amendment  was  rejected,  18  to  S4b 


TcxBDAT,  Kay 

Tkt  Tariff  BiU.~L«ad. 

The  bill  increaring  the  duties  on  certain  im- 
ported articles  was  then  t^en  up,  together 
with  the  amendment  offered  by  Hr.  Eakb,  to 
It^  a  duty  on  lead  in  pigs,  bars,  or  ^eets,  three 
cents  per  pound;  on  leaden  shot,  four  cents  per 
pound ;  on  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground 
\t  oil,  five  oeuts  per  pound ;  on  litharge,  and 
lead  mannfitctured  into  i^pe^  five  cents  pa 
pound. 

Mr.  Kjun  explained  the  oljeet  of  the  ameod- 
menfc. 

Mr.  Fums  opposed  it,  and  made  acme  state- 
ments  relative  to  the  amount  of  the  inpnta- 
tions  of  the  artides  named. 

Mr.  Bbkton  spok«  in  favor  of  its  adoptkm. 
He  said  he  was  ^member  of  the  Senate  in 
18S4  when  the  existing  tariff  was  enacted,  snd 
was  in  favor  of  a  higher  daty  npou  lead  and  its 
manufactures,  at  that  time,  but  was  prevented 
from  making  any  motion  to  that  effect  by  the 
admonition,  often  repeated,  that  the  whole  bill 
might  be  lost,  if  alterations  were  attempted. 
That  tariff  has  been  in  operation  four  years, 
and  except  for  the  duty  on  lead,  it  had  proved 
itself  to  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  State  of 
HisBonri.  Being  again  uio^er  reviaon,  and 
heavy  duties  propoaed  tm  many  vtides  oon- 
sumed,  but  not  nianufiwtuf«d  in  IDasoori,  he 
conndered  it  due  to  that  State,  and  to  tb« 
State  of  lUinois,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  further 
protection  for  one  of  their  principal  stapks, 
the  article  of  lead ;  and  the  araendmait  now 
under  consideration,  having  been  well  con- 
sidered by  himself  and  the  Senator  fhtm  Illinois, 
(Mr.  Kakb,)  he  could  say  that  ^e  dn^  on  the 
crude  article,  and  all  its  manufactures,  was 
adjusted  upon  a  full  view  of  their  relative  ooo- 
nection  and  dependence  on  each  (rtber,  and 
were  believed  to  be  fair  and  equal.  The 
amendment  had  a  further  recommendatioD  in 
induing  litharge,  and  several  manufiKtorei 
of  lead,  which  were  cnnitted  in  the  tariff  of 
1824,  and  left  open  a  door  to  various  evaskm 
of  the  act, 

Mr.  B.  considered  lead  as  one  of  the  artides 
of  domestic  production  on  whic^  the  syston  of 
protecting  duties  might  be  legitimately  carried 
to  the  {ffohibitoty  pcdnt  a^ubut  ita 
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linL  It  vaa  an  article  of  prime  necessity  in 
time  o{  war,  abstdutely  inaispensable  to  our 
■eeority  and  independence  as  ft  nation,  and 
mseeptible  of  being  produced  at  home  to  the 
full  extent  of  any  possible  demand.  He  would 
not  repeat  what  everybody  knew  about  the 
variety,  the  extent,  and  the  richness  of  the  lead 
mines  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  on  the 
Upper  Missisuppi.  It  was  sufficient  to  say 
tl^  past  discoveries  authorized  the  belief  that 
innumerable  fresh  discoveries  may  be  made; 
that  the  supply  of  the  article  will  increase  in 
fiiU  proportion  to  the  demand  for  it ;  and  that 
the  ultimate  product  may  be  set  down  as 
bonndleBS  and  inexhanstilAe.  This  being  the 
fiurt,  there  could  be  no  valid  olfjeotlon  to  the 
aboolate  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article.  The 
amendment,  however,  does  not  go  that  length, 
but  ]probahly  may  operate  as  a  prc^bitory 
duty  in  the  lapse  of  some  years.  • 
Kr.  B,  aaid  that  the  reasons  for  granUng  this 
increased  duty  on  lead,  were,  first,  to  secure 
to  the  United  States  an  ample,  certun,  and 
r^nlar  supply  of  an  article,  indispensable  in 
time  of  war ;  and  next,  to  enable  the  States 
of  Missouri  and  IlUnoia,  in  which  tiiis  article 
abounded,  to  meet  the  additional  burthens 
which  this  new  tari£^  if  it  became  a  law,  would 
impose  upon  them.  Lead  furnishes  the  main 
■put  of  these  means.  It  will  serve  for  remit- 
taoeee  in  payment  of  these  woollen  and  cotton 
gooda,  which  we  are  hereafter  to  receive  at  an 
augmented  price  fVora  New  England,  and  of 
course  we  uionld  have  angmeiOed  means  of 
paying  for  them.  Our  ordinary  productions 
ot  com,  wheat,  pork,  bec^  whiskey,  and  tobac- 
co, would  bo  in  no  demand  there,  even  if  they 
oonld  bear  the  exjiense  of  transportation,  aa 
the  present  complamt  of  New  Englaud  gainst 
old  £ngland  is,  that  she  takes  no  provisions 
from  her,  of  course  New  England  will  toko 
none  of  these  articles  from  us,  and  we  must 
either  pay  for  her  woollens  in  gold  or  silver, 
which  we  most  get  from  tlie  South,  or  in  such 
articles  as  will  bear  transportation.  Lead  and 
ahot  are  omoog  the  few  articles  produced  in 
lUsaOuri  and  Ilunois,  which  will  bear  transport 
tation  to  New  England,  or  which  will  com- 
mand the  money  which  will  have  to  be  carried 
there;  and  as  these  States  are  to  buy  their 
woollen  goods  from  her  at  a  greatly  ougmented 
I»ice,  it  is  but  distributive  justice  that  they 
sbauld  have  augmented  means  of  paying  for 
them.  AVith  this  view,  and  to  obtain  some- 
thing like  the  monopoly  of  the  American  mar- 
ket in  furnishing  it  with  lead,  the  Senator  from 
lUiuois  (^r.  Kane)  and  himself  had  agreed 
upon  the  terms  of  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration.  It  specified  a  higher  duty  on 
lead  and  shot,  than  bad  been  offered  and  re- 
jected in  the  IIouso  of  Rcpraeentatives.  That 
duty  was  only  60  per  cent,  on  the  existing 
duty;  the  present  amendment  proposed  100 
per  cent.  It  might  be  thought  nigu ;  but  he 
could  say  that  it  was  not  too  high  for  the 
beoelit  of  Mimmri  and  Illinois;  andif  r^ected. 


there  would  be  nothing  in  the  UIl  to  indneo 
him  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  B.  ctmduded  witii  saying,  tiiat  the  min- 
eral district  in  Missouri  was  at  present  in  a 
languishing  state.  The  Qovemment  had  lately 
reserved  about  600,000  acres  of  land  there, 
from  sale,  making  a  desert  in  the  heart  of  the 
country ;  the  old  French  and  Spanish  claims 
were  yet  unsettled;  that  the  upper  strata  of 
mineral  was  much  exhausted,  and  the  lower 
could  not  be  got  at  without  much  expense,  and 
considerable  skill  in  mineralogy ;  that  many  of 
the  miners  had  gone  off  to  ^e  new  mines  on 
the  upper  Kisussippi,  and  that  the  increased 
protection  which  the  amendmmt  contemplated 
was  essential  to  the  extennve  revival  of  min- 
ing in  Missouri,  and  the  restoration  of  a  lar^ 
^strict  to  its  former  prosperi^.  If  this 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  and  if  a  bill  for 
the  sale  of  the  reserved  lead  mines  which  he 
had  introduced,  and  passed  through  the  Senate 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  session,  should  succeed 
in  getting  tlirough  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, then  might  the  mineral  region  in  Mia- 
souri  become  the  centre  of  an  immense  attrac- 
tion, the  theatre  of  vast  enterprise,  the  seat  of 
unnumbered  manufactories,  the  focus  of  incred- 
ible  wealth,  a  market  for  a  prodigious  con- 
sumption of  merchandise  and  provisions ;  and 
the  whole  country  can  be  made  to  r^oioe  in  tlia 
profusion  of  benefits  which  it  wooU  disburse 
around. 

Mr.  SovAv  said  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  proposed  duty  upon  lead,  and  as  It  was  a 
'Western  prodnet,  and  we  might  be  supposed, 
on  that  account,  to  be  inclined  to  support  it,  he 
felt  it  hb  duty  to  give  some  of  the  reasons 
which  would  induce  nim  to  vote  against  it. 

,  He  begged  leave,  however,  to  premise,  that 
he  was  individually  opposed  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem. He  was  opposed  to  the  tori^  as  a  sys- 
tem of  bounties,  for  the  encouragement  of  cer- 
tain classes  of  industry.  He  considered  the 
protection,  which  it  extended  to  one  class  of 
indnstn-,  as  a  correspondent  deprcsrion  upon 
other  classes.  Its  professed  object  was  to  tax 
one  part  of  tlie  community  for  the  benefit  of 
another.  Its  operation  is  to  impoveridi  one 
class  of  laborers,  for  the  purpose  of  enrichins 
another — or  rather  to  tax  the  laboring,  and 
more  especially  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
community,  to  enrich  the  capitoliste — to  in- 
crease the  poverty  of  those  already  poor,  to 
enhance  the  wealth  of  those  already  rich — as  a 
system,  calculated  to  accelerate  that  state  of 
wealth,  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  which  is  in- 
compatible with  the  happiness  and  liberty  of 
the  many — as  a  system,  the  tendency  of  which, 
is  to  inflict  upon  ttie  people  of  this  country  the 
poverty,  wretchedness,  and  vassalage,  which 
characterize  the  people  in  Governments  less 
&Torable  to  Uberty  than  ours. 

He  was  not,  he  sold,  opposed  to  the  tariff  as 
a  extern  of  revenue,  honestly  devoted  to  tiie 
objects  and  purposes  of  revenue — on  the  con- 
trary, he  was  fiieodly  to  a  tariff  oi  that  chai^ 
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acter ;  but  when  perverted  hj  the  ambition  of 

Eolitical  aspirants,  and  the  secret  influence  of 
■ordinate  cupidity,  to  purposes  of  individual, 
aod  sectional  ascendency,  he  could  nut  be  eic- 
dnced  by  the  captivation  of  names,  or  terms, 
hoTvercr  attractive,  to  lend  it  his  individual 
Bimport. 

It  is  in  v(un,  Mr.  President,  said  he,  that  it 
is  called  the  American  System — names  do  not 
alter  things.  There  is  but  one  American  sys- 
tem, and  that  is  delineated  in  the  State  and 
Federal  Constitotions.  It  is  the  system  of 
equal  rights  and  privileges  secured  by  the  rep- 
resentative principle — a  system  which,  instead 
of  Bnl^eoting  the  proceeds  ot  the  labor  of  some 
to  taxation,  in  the  view  to  enrich  others,  se- 
cures to  aU  the  proceeds  of  their  labor — ex- 
empts all  (rom  taxation,  except  for  the  support 
of  the  protecting  power  of  the  Government. 
Aa  a  tax  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, he  would  support  it — call  it  by  what 
name  you  please — as  a  tax  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, and  especially  for  the  purposes  to  which 
ne  had  allnded — it  had  his  individual  reproba- 
tion, under  whatever  name  it  might  assume. 

It  might,  he  observed,  be  inferred  from  what 
he  had  said,  that  he  would  vote  agiunst  the 
bill.  He  did  not  wish  any  doubts  to  be  enter- 
tained as  to  the  vote  he  should  give  upon  this 
measure,  or  the  reasons  which  would  influence 
him  to  oiTe  it  He  was  not  at  liberty,  he  s^d, 
to  substitute  his  individual  opinion  for  that  of 
his  State.  He  was,  he  said,  one  of  the  organs 
here,  of  a  State,  that  had,  by  the  tariflf  of  1824, 
been  chained  to  the  car  of  the  Eastern  manu- 
facturers— a  State  that  hod  been  from  that 
time,  and  was  now  groaning  under  the  pres- 
sure of  that  unequal  and  unjust  measure — a 
measure,  from  the  pressure  of  wliich,  owing  to 
the  prevailing  illusion  throughout  the  United 
States,  he  saw  no  hope  of  escape,  by  a  speedy 
return  to  correct  principles — and  seeing  no 
hope  of  escaping  from  the  ills  of  the  system, 
she  is  constndned,  on  principles  of  self-defence, 
to  avail  herself  of  tlie  mitigation  which  this 
bill  presents,  in  the  duties  which  it  imposes 
upon  foreign  hemp,  spirits,  iron,  and  molasses. 
The  hemn,  iron,  and  distilled  spirits  of  the 
West,  wul,  like  the  woollens  of  the  Eastern 
Btetes,  l>e  encouraged  to  the  extent  of  the  tax 
indirectly  imposed  by  this  hill,  upon  those  who 
shall  buy  ana  consume  them.  Those  who  may 
need,  and  buy  those  articles,  must  pay  to  the 
grower,  or  manufacturer  of  them,  on  increased 
price  to  tlie  amount  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
the  like  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  fabric. 
To  tliia  tax  upon  the  labor  of  the  consumer,  his 
individual  opinion  was  opposed.  But,  as  the 
organ  of  the  St^ite  of  Kentucky,  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  surrender  his  individual  <^inion,  and 
express  tJie  opinicm  of  liis  State. 

If  upon  this,  or  any  other  subject,  he  should 
mbstitoto  his  own,  for  the  well-known  will  of 
his  state,  he  should  feel  that  he  had  been  faith- 
less to  her  interests,  and  unfriendly  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  repnbUcan  institutionfl.  He  had 
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DO  doubt  but  tiie  people  of  the  State  which  he 
hod  the  honor  to  represent,  were,  like  bim,  op- 
posed to  taxation  for  any  individual  or  partial 
purpose — ^for  any  purpose  but  tlie  support  of 
the  Government.  Tliey  would  submit  to  and 
pay  any  tax  clieerfuDy,  for  the  protection  of 
all,  but  not  to  enrich  a  few.  But  they  are  re- 
duced by  the  operation  of  tliis  American  Sys- 
tem, as  it  is  falsely  called,  to  the  condition  of 
the  planter  whose  form,  fences,  and  houses,  are 
endangered  by  fire  from  the  forest.  They,  like 
him,  must  fire  against  the  encroaching  fire. 
The  exercise  of  will  is  not  left  them — they  are 
under  the  influence  of  a  dire  necessity.  He 
must,  thereffHre,  as  their  Immble  organ,  vote 
for  this  bill ;  and  wotild,  on  the  same  principle, 
vote  for  this  duty  on  lead,  if  he  could  do  it 
without  disparaging  his  Government  The 
mines  of  lead,  with  the  exception-  of  a  few 
Spanish  grants,  which  be  had  been  told  were 
nearly  exhausted,  belonged  to  the  United 
States,  To  suppose  that  the  Government  to 
whose  strength  we  all  look  for  protection,  so 
weak  OS  to  need  protection  against  foreign 
competition  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  this 
vulgar  metal,  was  not,  he  thought,  very  re- 
spectful to  the  Government.  He  might  be  told 
that  the  Government  leases  its  mines,  and  that 
the  lesseesL  and  not  the  Government,  would  be 
benefited  by  this  duty.  His  reply  was,  that 
when  yon  raise  the  price  of  lead,  yon  raise 
rents.  This  would  be  inevitebic,.  Tlie  compe- 
tition between  the  lessees  would  necessarily 
produce  this  result ;  and  thus,  while  the  con- 
sumers of  this  necessary  and  useful  article 
would  be  taxed,  the  manufacturer  of  it  would 
not  be  benefited.  The  tax  would  go  to  the 
Government,  and  not  to  tliem.  The  western 
section  of  our  country  would  not  bo  benefited. 
It  would  be  unjust;  for  the  tax  thus  levied 
upon  the  consumers  of  that  article,  would  be 
drawn  from  that  region  into  the  Treastirr,  and 
like  all  the  very  lai^  sums  which,  under  the 
tariff  of  1824,  and  under  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  have  been  drawn  from  that  quarter, 
would  be  laid  out  upon  the  seaboard.  Kot  in- 
tending, ho  said,  to  take  any  part  in  the  discns- 
sion  of  this  bill,  he  Iiad  taken  this  occasion  to 
intimate  the  owrse  he  should  pursue  ni>on  tliis 
measure,  and  to  express,  very  briefly,  some  at 
the  reasons  by  which  he  was  influenced.  He 
had  forborne  to  ^  into  detail.  He  had  not 
attempted  to  depict  tlie  evils  which  had  beA 
inflicted  upon  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
by  this  new  system — a  system  peculiar  to  aris- 
tocrats and  to  monarchists — kinds  of  Govern- 
ment to  which  it  naturally  led,  and  to  the  sup- 
port of  which,  it  was  as  natural  and  necessary, 
OS  it  was  alien  from  and  abhorred  by  republics. 
He  repeated  it  as  his  opinion,  that  hb  State 
was  driven  to  tiie  acceptance  of  this  bill,  not 
as  a  good,  which  she  approved,  but  as  the  soft- 
ener of  an  evil,  frt)m  wnich  she  cannot  escape, 
and  which,  without  the  mitigation  which  it 
tenders,  she  is  unable  to  bear. 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 
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The  biU  vflfl  r^rted  to  the  Senate. 
Furt. 

ifr.  BRTTOir  moved  to  amend  the  bill  hj  a 
provision  laying  a  dnty  of  SS}  per  centum,  ad 
eo&mm,  on  finra. 

Ur.  DicxKBaos  <^ofled  the  motion. 

Ur.  BiNTOH  entend  into  a  detui  of  the  ex- 
tent and  value  of  the  Korthweatem  ftar  trade, 
and  the  neeeml7  under  which  the  ftir  tradera 
labored  for  protection  from  British  emnpeU- 
tion. 

Mr.  DiCKKMOx  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment bjr  substitQting  46  per  oent  instead  of 
3Si. 

Mr.  Beittoh  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  DiosxBsoN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, hj  inserting  60  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on 
foreign  numafactnred  for  hat^  He  observed 
that,  at  present,  fan  were  admitted  Auty  free, 
and  there  was  a  duty  of  80  per  cent  on  im- 
ported hats.  If  a  dnty  were  lud  on  fars,  and 
the  dn^  on  hats  remmned  the  same,  the  manu- 
fiaetnrer  must  fpve  np  making  them. 

Mr.  Bbitton  asked  whether  there  waa  not,  at 
present,  a  prdiibitoiy  dntj  on  foreign  hataf 

Mr.  DicnBsoN  ami  that  great  nombers  were 
still  imported. 

The  motion  waa  then  rejected,  16  to  24. 

On  Mr.  Bentos's  amendm«i^  ib»  qneatton 
vraa  decided  in  the  negative. 


Fbidat,  Maj  9. 

"Mr,  Bbktoit  proposed  an  amendment,  to  Im- 
pose a  duty  of  25  cents  per  pound  on  imported 
lodigo,  with  a  progressive  increase  at  the  rate 
<Mf  25  cents  per  pound  per  annum,  until  the 
whole  datj  amounted  to  91  per  jmnnd.  He 
stated  his  oliject  to  be  two-fixd  In  proposing 
this  duty,  first,  to  place  the  American  system 
beyond  the  reach  of  its  enemies,  by  procuring 
a  home  supply  of  an  article  indt^nsable  to  ito 
ezistmce ;  and  next,  to  benefit  the  Sonl^  by 
reviving  the  onltivation  of  one  of  its  ancient 
and  vatimble  staples. 

Indigo  was  firat  planted  In  the  Carolinas  and 
Georgia  aboat  the  year  1740,  and  succeeded  so 
well  as  to  command  the  attention  of  the  Brit- 
ish manufacturers  and  tiie  British  Parliament. 
An  act  waa  passed  for  the  encouragement  of 
its  prodneldon,  In  these  ooloni^  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  Seoond,  the  preamble  to  which  Mi*. 
R  rnd,  and  recomnwided  to  the  eonridera- 
taon  €i  the  Senate.  It  redted  that  a  regular, 
ample,  and  certwn  supply  of  indigo  was  Indis- 
pensable to  the  success  ot  Kiti^  manofao- 
tores ;  that  these  manufactures  were  then  de> 
pendoit  npon  foreigners  for  a  supply  of  this 
article ;  and  Uiat  it  was  the  dictate  of  a  wise 
policy  to  enoonrage  the  production  of  it  at 
Lome.  The  act  then  went  on  to  direct  that  a 
premium  of  six  pence  steriing  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  British  Treasury  for  ereiy  pouiia  of 
indigo  imported  into  Great  Britahi.  frmn  tiie 


Oarolinaa  and  Georgia.  Undw  the  fostering 
infiuence  of  this  Iraunty,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  eolti- 
ration  of  indigo  became  great  and  eztenaiTe. 
In  six  years  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  the 
export  was  317,000  lbs.,  and  at  tiie  breaking 
out  of  the  revolution,  it  amounted  to  1,100,000 
lbs.  The  Southern  colonies  became  rich  upon 
it ;  for  the  oultivatitm  of  cotton  was  then  un- 
known ;  rice  and  Indigo  were  tiie  stipes  of  the 
South.  After  the  rerolnticm,  and  especially 
after  the  great  territorial  acquisitions  which 
the  British  made  in  India,  the  cultivation  of 
American  indigo  declined.  The  premium  was 
no  longer  paid ;  and  the  British  Government, 
actuated  by  the  same  wise  policy  which  made 
them  look  for  a  home  supply  of  this  article 
fW>m  the  Oarolinaa,  when  they  were  a  part  of 
the  British  possessions,  now  looked  to  India  for 
the  same  reason.  The  expcnii  of  American  In- 
digo rapidly  declined.  In  1800  it  had  fallen  to 
400,000  lbs. ;  in  1814  to  40,000  lbs. ;  and  in 
the  last  few  years  to  6,000  or  8,000  lbs.  In  the 
mean  time  our  manufactories  were  growing 
im ;  and  having  no  supply  of  indigo  at  home, 
th^  had  to  Import  from  abroad.  In  1836  thi» 
importation  amounted  to  1,160,000  lbs.,  costing 
a  fraction  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars,  and 
had  to  be  paid  for  almost  entirely  in  ready 
mraey,  as  it  was  chiefiy  obtained  from  places 
whore  American  produce  was  in  no  demand. 
Upon  this  state  of  facts,  Mr.  B.  conceived  it  to 
be  tiie  part  of  a  wise  and  J>mdent  policy  to 
follow  tne  example  of  the  British  Parliament 
in  the  reign  of  George  H.,  and  provide  a  home 
supply  of  this  in^spensabie  article.  Oar  man- 
nfactnrers  now  paid  a  high  prioe  for  fine  indi< 

So,  no  less  than  $3  60  per  pound,  as  testified 
y  <tte  of  themselves  before  the  Oonmdttee  on 
Mannfiwtnres  raised  In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. The  duty  which  he  proposed  waa 
only  40  per  cent  nptHi  that  valne,  and  would 
not  even  reach  that  rate  for  fonr  years.  It  waa 
less  than  one-half  the  duty  which  the  same  bill 
prt^osed  to  lay  instanter  upon  the  very  doth 
which  this  indigo  was  intended  to  dye.  In  the 
end  it  would  make  all  indigo  come  cheaper  to 
the  manufacturer,  as  the  home  supply  would 
soon  be  equal,  if  not  superior  to  the  demand ; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  it  could  not  be  consid- 
ered a  tax  on  the  mannfacturer,  as  be  would 
levy  the  advance  which  he  had  to  pay,  with  a 
good  interest,  upon  the  wearer  of  the  doth.  . 

Mr.  B.  then  went  Into  an  ezpomtion  of  the 
reasons  for  encour^ng  the  home  production 
of  Indigo,  and  ahowea  that  the  life  of  the 
American  qrstem  depended  upcoi  it.  Ndtlier 
cotton  nor  woollen  mannfaotores  could  be  car- 
ried on  without  indigo.  The  consumption  of 
that  article  was  prodigious.  £ven  now,  in  the 
infant  state  of  our  manufactories,  the  importa- 
tion was  worth  two  millions  of  dollars ;  and 
must  soon  be  worth  double  or  treble  that  sum. 
For  tills  great  supply  of  an  indispensable  arti- 
cle, we  were  ohiefiy  indebted  to  the  jealous 
rival,  and  vigilant  enemy,  of  these  very  mann- 
ftotanre^  to  Great  Britain  benelC.    Of  the 
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1,1S0,000  Ibg.  of  indigo  imp<Hrted,  we  bring 
020,000  Iba.  tnm  the  Britiah  Eut  Indies; 
vhieh  one  word  from  the  British  GoTernment 
wonld  stop  forever;  we  1»iiig  the  fiirther 
Onantity  of  120,000  lbs.  from  Manilla,  a  Span- 
uh  possession,  which  British  infinraice  and 
^plomacy  coald  immediatelj  stop;  and  the 
Ttmunder  came  from  differmt  parts  of  Sonth 
America,  and  might  be  taken  from  ns  bj  the 
arts  of  diplomacy,  or  hj  a  monopolj  of  the 
whole  on  the  part  of  our  riTsl,.  A  stoppage  of 
a  sapply  of  indigo  for  one  year,  woua  pros- 
trate all  onr  manufactories,  and  give  them  a 
blow  from  which  they  woidd  not  recover  in 
many  years.  Great  Britain  conld  efibct  this 
stoppage  to  the  amount  of  three-foorths  of  the 
whole  quantity,  by  speaking  a  iln^  word,  and 
ci  ih»  remainder  fay  a  dight  exertion  of  policy, 
cr  the  enenditore  of  a  som  snffident  to  mo- 
netize for  ona  year,  the  purchase  of  what 
Sonth  America  sent  into  the  market. 

Kr.  B.  Btdd  he  expected  a  uuanimotu  Tote  in 
&Tor  of  his  amendment  The  North  shoold 
vote  for  it  to  secure  the  life  of  the  American 
system ;  to  give  a  proof  of  their  regard  for  the 
South ;  to  wiaw  that  the  country  south  of  the 
Potomac  is  included  in  the  biU  for  some  other : 
purpose  besides  that  of  oppression.  The  Bouth 
Itself,  although  opposed  to  the  further  increase 
of  duties,  should  vote  for  this  duty ;  that  tiie 
bill,  if  it  passes,  may  contun  one  provision 
favorable  to  its  interests.  The  West  should 
vote  for  it  through  gratitude  fbr  fifty  years  of 
guardian  protection,  generous  defence,  and  kind 
asnstance,  which  the  Sonth  had  ^ven  it  under 
all  its  trials ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging 
the  market,  increasing  the  demand  in  tiie 
South,  and  its  ability  to  purchase  the  horsey 
mules,  and  provisions  which  the  West  can  sell 
nowhere  else.  For  himself  he  had  personal 
reasons  for  wishing  to  do  this  little  Justice  to 
the  South.  He  was  a  native  of  one  of  these 
States  (North  Carolina) — ^the  bones  of  bis 
father  and  his  grandfathers  rested  there.  Her 
Senators  and  Representatives  were  his  early 
and  his  hereditary  friends.  The  venerable 
Senator  before  him  (Ur.  Uacon)  had  been  the 
friend  of  him  and  his,  throng  four  gmerations 
in  a  Rfcra^ht  line;  the  other  Senator  (Ur. 
BnuraH)  was  his  schoolfellow ;  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legldature,  the  House  of  Repre- 
■entMivea,  always  showed  him  in  the  North 
Carolina  Delation,  the  friends  of  him  and  his 
through  successive  generations.  Nor  wss  this 
iH.  He  felt  for  the  sad  changes  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  South  in  the  last  fifty  years. 
Before  the  revolution  it  was  the  seat  of  wealth 
as  well  as  of  hospitality.  Uoney,  and  all  that 
it  commanded,  abounded  there.  Bat  how 
now  1   All  this  is  reversed. 

Wealth  has  fied  from  the  Bouth,  and  settled 
in  the  renons  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  this 
in  the  midst  of  the  fat^  that  the  South,  in  four 
staples  alone,  in  cotton,  tobaooo,  rice,  and  indi- 
go, (while  indigo  was  one  of  its  staples,)  had 
exported  ^odooe  rinoe  the  nvdntion,  to  tha 
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value  of  eight  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and 
the  North  had  exported  comparatively  nothing. 
This  sum  was  prodigious;  it  was  nearlr  equal 
to  half  the  eoinaoa  of  tho  mint  <i£  Jlexioo 
since  the  oonqnest  by  Oortez.  It  was  twice  or 
thrice  the  amount  of  tiie  product  of  the  three 
thousand  gold  and  ulver  mines  of  Mexico^  for 
the  same  period  of  fifty  years.  Such  an  export 
would  inaicate  unparalleled  wealth ;  bnt  what 
was  the  fisct?   In  place  of  wealtli,  a  nniversal 
pressure  for  money  was  felt;  not  enough  for 
current  expenses;  the  price  of  all  property 
down ;  the  country  drooping  and  langidabing ; 
towns  and  cities  decaying ;  and  the  frugal  hab- 
its of  the  people  pushed  to  the  verge  of  nni- 
rersal  self-denial,  for  the  preservation  <tf  their 
family  estates.   Such  a  ronlt  is  a  strange  and 
wonderful  phenmnenon.  It  calls  upon  statsa- 
men  to  inquire  into  the  cause;  and  if  they  in- 
quire upon  the  llieatre  of  this  strange  met^ 
morphosis,  they  will  recwve  one  universal  an- 
swer from  all  ranks  and  all  ages,  that  it  is  Fed- 
eral legislation  which  has  worked  this  ruin. 
Under  this  legislation  the  exports  of  the  South 
have  been  made  the  basis  of  the  Federal  rev- 
enue.  The  twenty  odd  millions  annually  levied 
upon  imported  goods,  are  deducted  out  of  the 
price  of  their  cotton,  ricck  and  tobacco,  either 
m  the  diminished  price  which  they  receive  for 
these  staples  in  foreign  ports,  or  in  the  in- 
creased price  which  uiey  pay  for  the  articles 
they  have  to  oonsnme  at  hune.  Yiiginia,  the 
two  Oarcdinas,  and  Geor^a,  toaj  he  said  to  de- 
fray throe-fourlhs  of  the  annual  expense  of 
supporting  the  Fed««l  Govemment;  and  of 
this  great  sum  annually  ftnnished  1^  them, 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  is  retomed  to  them 
in  the  shme  of  Government  expe&ditnz«L 
That  expenditure  flows  in  an  <^poate  direc- 
tion ;  it  flows  northwardly,  in  one  uniform, 
uninterrupted  and  perennial  stream;  it  takes 
the  course  of  traSe,  and  of  exchange ;  and  this 
is  the  reason  why  wealth  dissnpears  from  the 
South,  and  rises  up  in  the  North.  Federal 
legislation  does  all  this ;  it  doea  it  by  the  um- 
ple  process  of  eternally  taking  away  firom  the 
SonOi,  and  returning  nothhig  to  it.  If  it  re- 
turned to  the  Sonth  the  whole,  or  evoi  a  good 
part  of  what  it  exacted,  the  war  State*  sonth 
of  the  Potomac  mi^t  stand  the  aoticm  of  this 
qrstem,  as  the  earth  is  enabled  to  stand  the 
exhausting  influence  of  the  son's  daily  best  ij 
the  refre&bittg  dews  which  are  returned  to  it 
at  night ;  but  as  the  earth  is  dried  up,  and  sB 
vegetation  destroyed  in  regions  where  the  best 
is  great,  and  no  dews  returned,  so  must  the 
South  be  exhausted  of  its  money,  and  its  prc^ 
erty,  by  a  course  of  legidation  which  is  forever 
taking  from  it,  and  never  returning  any  thing 
to  it. 

Every  new  tariff  increases  the  force  of  this 
action.  No  tariff  has  ever  yet  included  Vir- 
ginia, the  two  Oarolinas,  and  Geor^  within 
Its  provisiMUi  except  to  inorease  the  bortheu 
imposed  up<ai  them.  This  one  alone  pm>«it9 
the,  oppwtanity  to  fivra  aa  exoeptioi^  by  re- 
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Tiring  mad  restoring  the  cultivation  of  one  of 
its  anoent  Btajdei,  one  (tf  the  Bovroea  of  Iti 
wealth  before  the  revolution.  The  Tariff  of 
1838  owes  thia  r^Mration  to  the  South,  be- 
oauae  the  Tariff  of  1818  oontribnted  to  destroy 
the  cnlUTation  of  indigo ;  aonk  the  dnty  on 
the  foreign  artidet  from  twenty-five  to  fifteen 
oeata  per  pound.  These  are  the  reasons  for 
impoung  toe  doty  on  indiga  now  proposed. 
What  objections  can  possibly  be  raised  to  it  t 
Kot  to  the  qoslity :  for  it  is  the  same  which 
Ittd  the  fonndation  of  the  British  manufactures, 
and  BDstained  their  reputation  for  more  than 
half  a  oeatory ;  not  to  the  qnantitj :  for  the 
two  Carolinas  and  Georgia  alone  raised  as 
much  fifty  years  ago  as  we  now  import,  and  we 
have  now  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Alabama, 
and  Uiadsaippi,  and  the  Territories  of  Florida, 
and  Arkansas,  to  add  to  the  countries  which 
produce  it ;  not  to  the  amount  of  the  duty : 
for  its  maximum  will  be  but  forty  |ier  cent, 
only  one-half  the  duty  laid  by  this  bill  on  the 
cloUi  it  is  to  dye,  and  that  maximnm,  not  im- 
mediate, but  attained  by  slow  d^^reea  at  the 
end  of  four  years,  in  order  to  g^ve  time  for  the 
domestic  article  to  snpply  the  place  of  the  im- 
ported ;  and  after  all,  it  is  not  a  duty  on  the 
mannfactarer,  but  on  the  wearer  of  the  goods ; 
from  whom  he  levies,  with  a  good  interest  on 
the  price  of  the  cloths,  all  that  he  expends  in 
the  purchase  of  materisls.  For  once,  said  Mr. 
B.,  1  expect  a  unanimous  vote  on  a  clause  in 
tiie  taiml  This  indixo  clause  most  have  the 
ringnlar  and  nnpreoedented  fiitnity  of  a  unani- 
mous Toioe  in  ita  Unr.  The  Soath  must  vote 
for  it,  to  revive  the  oultivation  of  one  of  its 
most  ancient  and  valuable  stifles;  the  West 
most  vote  for  it  through  gratitnde  for  past  fa- 
vors — throagfa  gratitnde  for  the  vote  on  hemp 
this  night — and  to  save,  enlai^  and  increase 
the  market  for  its  own  productions ;  the  North 
must  vote  for  it  to  show  their  disinterested- 
ness ;  to  give  one  proof  of  just  feeling  towards 
the  South ;  and,  above  all,  to  save  their  favor- 
ite American  system  from  the  deadly  blow 
which  Great  Britfun  can  at  any  moment  ^ve 
it,  by  stopping  or  interrupting  the  supplies  of 
foreiga  indigo ;  and  the  whtue  Uniou,  the  en- 
tire fo^slative  body,  must  vote  for  it,  and  vote 
it  with  joy  aiuL  enthodasm,  because  it  Is 
impossible  that  Americans  can  deny  to  uster 
States  of  the  Ocmfederacy,  what  a  British  king 
sod  a  British  Parliament  muted  to  these  same 
States  when  they  were  ouonies  and  depeuden- 
ciea  of  the  British  crown. 


Satubdat,  Kay  10. 

The  Tarif  Bill— Indigo. 

Kr.  BioKusoN  moved  to  discharge  from  the 
^>ecial  orders  the  bill  to  alter  the  several  acts 
levying  duties  on  imports ;  which  having  been 
agraed  to,  the  general  orders  preceding  that  bill 
were  poatponra,  on  motion  of  ICr.  Dioxsbsoh, 
and  it  was  taken  up.  The  motion  of  Hr.  Bnr- 
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TON,  adding  ten  cents  to  the  present  duty  on 
ind^  and  SS  ewts  per  annum  afterwards, 
ontu  it  amounts  to  one  dollar  per  pound,  being 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  Uaoov  addressed  the  Senate  In  a  speech 
of  two  hours  In  length,  sapporting  the  provision, 
and  treating  at  Ifl^rge  of  the  general  policy  of 
tiie  bilL  and  its  (juration  on  the  various  seo- 
tioos  of  the  country.  He  contended  that  the 
benefits  of  the  system  had  been  confined  to  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  States,  and  that  the 
South  had  suffered  severely  under  its  influence. 

Mr.  Shith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  divide  the 
question.  He  was  di^osed  to  protect  the  arti- 
cle, and  he  wished  that  the  first  part  should 
succeed.  Fifty  cents  per  pound  appeared  to 
him  to  be  quite  8uffi(»ent,  and  he  thought  the 
amendment  as  it  stood  proposed  too  high  a 
rate  of  duty.  He  asked  that  the  questiim  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the  first  part ;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  DicEBBSoir  si^d  that  the  proposition  now 
advanced  would  add  to  the  duty  25  centa  in 
one  year,  which  he  thought  far  too  rapid.  The 
article  was  not  now  produced  in  any  great 
quantity — certunly  not  sufficient  to  supply  the 
consumption  of  the  country ;  nor  would  it  be 
in  the  course  of  one  year.  He  was  entirely 
willing  that  the  article  should  receive  an  am- 
ple degree  of  protection.  In  doing  this,  how- 
ever, common  justice  would  point  out  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  done  bo  as  to  ii\jure  the  manu- 
facturer. If  it  was  brought  on  suddenly,  in- 
jury must  be  sustdned  by  the  mann&cbtiring 
consumer,  which  would  not  be  felt  if  the 
progress  of  the  duty  was  gradnsL  The  aver- 
age prioe  of  the  indigo  imported  was  one  dol- 
lar eeventy-one  cents.  Tne  duties  now  pro- 
posed on  it  would  be  about  fifty-eight  per 
cent,  while  the  duty  proposed  on  wool  would 
be  fifty-one  per  cent ;  making,  on  the  raw  ma- 
terial and  the  dye,  a  charge  disproportioned  to 
the  protection  of  the  monu&ctnred  article.  It 
was  true  that  the  coloring  matter  used  in  a 
yard  of  cloth  was  very  small,  but  It  would  be 
felt  very  sensibly.  The  additional  duty  on  the 
mannfactured  article  was  only  forty-five  per 
cent,  and  could  not,  oonsequenUy,  bear  any 
great  decrease,  by  way  of  duty  on  the  mate- 
rials of  their  ftbries.  [Here  Mr.  D.  made  some 
statements  as  to  the  amount  of  indigo  import- 
ed, which  our  Reporter  cannot  accurately 
state.]  Believing  that  the  mann&ctnrers  conld 
not  bear  this  duty,  unless  a  correspondent  ad- 
vance should  be  made  on  the  duty  on  dotlu^ 
because  indigo  conld  not  be  produced  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  at  present,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  fifty  cents  on  the  pound  would  be  as  much 
as  the  blue  cloths  could  bear.  He  therefore 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  striking 
oat,  and  inserting  five  cents,  ontil  it  arrives  at 
fifty  cents,  instead  of  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Benton  sud  that  it  appeared  by  the  evi- 
dence before  the  other  Houm,  that  the  first  dye 
used  by  the  manu&cturers  was  oi  an  Inferior  • 
descripthm,  and  that  th^  afterwards  made  use 
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of  a  fine  dje.  Three-fourths  of  the  indigo  used 
came  from  the  British  and  Spanish  East  Indies; 
and  it  was  testified  that  tho  fine  qnality  cost 
about  $2  60  per  pound.  That  from  Qnatemala 
was  of  an  inferior  kind,  and  eheflf>er^  taken 
together,  the  two  deaeriptioiu  of  indigo  im- 
ported amonnted  to  a  iraetimi  leas  thui  one 
million  of  dollars.  If  the  amendment  offered 
bj  him  (Mr.  B.)  was  adopted,  there  would  bo 
no  neceasitj  for  importing  the  inferior  kind, 
and  perhi^w  not  to  a  great  extent,  the  best 
Now,  the  rate  of  his  amendment  was  far  from 
being  exorbitant.  On  the  fine  iodiao,  of  which 
the  greatest  amoont  was  consamed,  the  maxi- 
mum of  daty  was  forty  per  cent.  This  cer- 
tainly was  reasonable,  when  the  duty  on  wool- 
lens was  seventy  per  cent,  pving  thirty  per 
cent,  in  their  favor.  By  this  new  proposition 
the  duty  on  indigo  would  become  twenty  per 
cent.,  just  half  the  additional  protection  en- 
joyed by  the  woollens  mi  the  passage  of  tiiis 
oilL  If  this  proposition  was  to  succeed,  it 
would  be  better  and  tiirer  to  face  the  South  at 
onoe,  and  say  that  they  shall  receive  no  benefit 
and  no  protection  fVom  this  bill.  The  friends 
of  the  American  system  had  better  at  once  de- 
clare to  the  South  that  they  have  no  lot  or  por- 
tion under  tiiat  system.  Better  i^ve  them  a 
direct  refusal  at  once,  that  they  may  under- 
stand the  exact  extent  of  the  American  system, 
and  whether  it  includes  merely  that  portion  of 
the  Union  in  which  its  friends  are  interested. 

Mr.  SwTH,  of  Maryland,  thought  it  was  ex- 
traordinary tiiat  this  propoatioQ  should  be  op- 
posed, and  on  the  grounds  on  whidi  it  was  ob- 
jected to.  We  ere  to  do  notiiii^  which  shall 
not  be  for  the  benefit  of  woollens  and  iron,  and 
fud  no  other  interest  for  fear  it  will  conflict 
with  them.  I  recollect,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  told 
the  friends  of  the  tariff  system  in  1816,  that 
the  British  were  about  doing  ^e  same  thing, 
in  relation  to  their  woollen  manufacturers,  aa 
was  proposed  by  this  Bystem ;  and  that  it 
would  be,  in  the  end,  much  worse  for  the  man- 
ufacturer than  it  then  was;  but  they  would 
not  believe  me.  I  was  not  mistaken,  however, 
and  it  was  easy  to  come  at  the  fact.  We  got 
the  papers  from  England,  in  which  the  matter 
.  was  discussed.  Then  the  friends  of  the  i^stem 
said  that  it  was  our  policy  to  oppose  and  com- 
vilJh  Great  Britain.  It  dots  not  now  aeem 
the  same  doctrine  is  held,  for  they  are  not 
willing  to  extend  it  to  all  the  articles  of  this 
county's  production.  He  objected  mtirely  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  bill  was  got  up. 
Here  was  one  interest  opposins  another,  and  a 
measure  proposed  which  be  did  not  think  could 
be  justly  arranged  by  Congress  in  current 
legislation.  Soc^  a  tariff  ought  to  come  from 
the  Treasury  Department  to  be  well  digested, 
and  provide  for  all  the  different  interests  with- 
out injuring  any.  It  was,  it  seemed,  quite  sat- 
isfactory to  some,  so  long  as  it  did  sufficient  for 
the  woollens.  That  appeared  to  be  all  that 
was  wanted.  The  bilL  hi  his  opinion,  had  not 
been  toffidently  couidered  as  to  ita  wom»- 
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quences  on  the  country.  In  the  other  House  it 
Bhonld  have  been  inquired  into  and  reported 
upon  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
I  see,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kev 
Jersey  (Mr.  Dioxaason)  smiles  significantly,  ai 
much  as  to  ask  yrheOiet  I  nqspose  he  wtnld 
trust  the  bill  in  the  bands  of  its  enemies. 
This,  however,  is  my  opinion.  I  do  not  think 
that  woollens  alone  are  to  be  pvoteeted  at  the 
expense  of  other  important  articles. 

Mr.  Hatsx  Bidd  ha  was  opposed  to  tins  InU 
in  its  principles  as  well  as  in  its  detaila.  It 
could  assume  no  shape  which  would  make  it 
acceptable  to  him,  or  which  could  prevent  it 
from  operating  most  oppressively  and  nnjostly 
on  his  constituents.  With  these  views,  he  bad 
determined  to  make  no  motion  to  amend  the 
bill  in  any  respect  whatever;  but  when  sack 
motions  were  made  by  others,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  vote  on  them,  he  knew  no  better  rule 
than  to  endeavor  to  make  the  Inll  consistcot 
with  itselC  On  this  principle  he  had  acted  is 
all  the  votes  he  had  pven  on  this  bilL  He  had 
endeavored  to  canr  out  to  its  legitimate  conse- 
quences what  gentlemen  are  pissed  to  miscall 
the  "American  System."  With  a  fixed  reso- 
lution to  vote  against  the  bill,  he  still  consid- 
ered himself  at  liberty  to  assist  in  so  anaogii^ 
the  details,  as  to  extend  to  every  great  interest, 
and  to  all  portions  of  the  country,  as  far  as 
may  be  practicable,  equal  protection,  and  to 
distribute  the  burthens  of  the  system  eqnaDj, 
in  order  that  its  benefits  aa  well  as  its  evils  mty 
be  fully  tested.  On  this  prindide,  he  dkonU 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  Uie  genuonaa  from 
lOssonrl,  because  it  was  in  strict  oonConin^ 
with  aU  the  principles  of  the  !^  AsaSmtb- 
em  man,  he  would  ask  no  boon  for  the  Sooth 
— ^he  diould  propose  nothiuf ;  but  he  must  say 
that  tiie  protection  of  indigo  rested  on  the 
same  principles  as  every  other  article  woposed 
to  be  protected  by  this  bill,  and  he  did  not  see 
how  gentlemen  could,  consistentiy  with  tluir 
maxims,  vote  against  it.  What  was  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  this  bill  was  professedly  found- 
ed ?  If  there  was  any  principle  at  all  in  the 
bill,  it  was  that,  whenever  the  country  bad  the 
capacity  to  produce  an  artide  with  wh^  any 
imported  artide  could  enter  into  eompetitScn, 
the  domestic  product  was  to  be  woteoted  by  a 
duty.  Now,  had  the  Sonthem  Btatca  the  ca- 
pacity to  produce  indigo  t  The  KiH  and  dl> 
mate  of  those  States  were  well  suited  to  the 
culture  of  the  article.  At  the  eammencement 
of  the  revolution  our  exports  of  the  artkle 
amonnted  to  no  less  than  1,100,000  lbs.  The 
whole  quantity  now  imported  into  the  United 
States  is  only  1,160,000  lbs.;  so  that  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  country  to  produce  a  auffidcDt 
quantity  of  indigo  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
manufacturers  u  unqnestiwiaUe.  It  is  tme 
that  the  quantity  now  prodneed  In  the  eooatiy 
ia  not  great. 

Inl8I8onl]rlOOlbe.ofdoDest{olBagovBSe^eiied. 
In  1636    9,»35  do. 
InlSM    A,S8«  da. 
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This  proves  that  the  atteotion  of  the  country 
is  now  directed  to  the  subject.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana,  in  some  remarks  which  he  made 
on  this  subject  yesterday,  stated  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  principleB  of  the  American  qrstem, 
(so  called,)  protaetion  was  not  extended  to  any 
artiole  wmoh  the  conntry  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  exporting.  This  is  entirely  a  mistake.  Of 
fh»  artides  protected  by  the  Tariff  of  1824,  as 
well  as  those  included  in  this  bill,  very  few  are 
exported  at  tIL  Among  th«w  are  iron,  wool- 
lens, hemp,  flax,  and  several  others.  If  indigo 
is  to  be  protected  at  all,  the  duties  proposed 
must  surely  be  conudered  extremely  reason- 
able, the  maximum  proposed  being  much  below 
that  imposed  by  this  hill  on  wool,  wooUeos, 
and  other  articles.  The  duty  on  indigo  till 
1816,  was  25  cents  per  poond.  It  was  then  (in 
favor  of  the  manufacturers)  reduced  to  15 
cents.  The  first  increase  of  daty  proposed 
here,  is  only  to  pnt  back  the  old  doty  of  25 
oeots  per  pound,  equal  to  an  od  eolMvm  duty 
of  from  10  to  IS  per  oent~and  the  maximum 
Is  only  from  40  to  58  per  oent.  odeoAnvm,  and 
that  will  not  accrue  for  several  years  to  come. 
With  this  statement  of  facts,  Mr.  H.  said  he 
would  leave  the  question  in  the  hands  of  those 
gentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  f^ving  this  bill 
Uie  form  in  which  it  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
final  decision  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  wish 
to  be  considered  as  taking  any  peculiar  interest 
in  this  question,  in  any  aspect  but  this :  that  he 
wished  nis  constituents  to  be  made  to  under- 
stand whether  the  American  system  means  a 
system  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  particular 
employments,  and  particular  States,  or  whether 
it  is  to  t>e  earned  ont  to  embrace  every  branch 
of  indtutry  In  the  country — whether  the 
manuftctttrera  were  tbe  only  class  In  the 
country  who  are  to  enjoy  the  protection  of  this 
system. 

Mr.  Khiobt  said  that  this  was  an  additional 
tax  on  the  manufaetarer,  withoutas  ho  con- 
ceived, any  benefit  to  anybody.  We  have  no 
evidence  Uiat  the  article  is  produced,  or  will  be 
produced,  in  any  quantity  fit-  for  use  in  this 
country — that  so  onerous  were  the  duties  al- 
ready on  the  materials  used  in  coloring,  that 
the  British  manufacturer,  with  whom  we  had 
to  compete,  was  enabled  to  put  his  colored 
goods  into  the  market  at  12  mills  less  per 
square  yard  than  the  American  mannfooturer 
ean  do;  in  other  words,  that  the  duties  paid 
by  the  American  manufacturer  on  materials  for 
CMoring  amounted  to  12  milla  the  square  yard 
more  than  they  cost  the  British  manufacturer. 

ICr.  DioxKSsoH  did  not  doubt  the  capacity  of 
the  Sonthem  country  to  produce  all  the  indigo 
required  for  the  consumption  of  the  country. 
It  was  a  valuable  article,  and  its  production 
ought  to  he  encouraged  to  a  reasonable  extent; 
but  it  could  not  be  carried  beyond  that  with- 
out injuring  the  manufacturers.  The  reason 
why  the  culture  of  indigo  had  not  received 
greater  attention,  was,  he  believed,  because  the 
o^ital  of  the  Smith  had  been  tuned  to  ooU 
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ton ;  and  that  being  now  the  direction  of  the 
capital  of  the  country,  he  believed  no  ^reat 
amount  would  be  immediately  turned  to  mdi- 
go,  and,  therefore,  that  the  high  duty  would  he 
a  harddilp  to  the  manufacturer,  withoat  a  oor^ 
re^Hndent  benefit  to  the  agricuturist.  He  be- 
lieved that,  for  some  years,  the  South  would 
choose  to  sell  their  cotton  to  those  countries 
whence  tiie  indigo  was  brought,  to  rising  large 
crops  of  the  latter.  He  hoped  it  wonld  in  a 
few  years  he  produced,  and  he  did  not  doubt  it 
would;  and,  as  the  production  progressed,  it 
wonld  he  right  to  extend  the  duty  on  the  blue 
cloths,  and.  In  a  corre8p<mding  degree,  upon 
indigo. 

ib.  Sboth,  of  Haryland,  said  that  he  did  not 
know  but  the  proposition  was  a  fair  one — as 
fair  as  could  be  expected  from  the  qnarter 
whence  it  came.  But  the  object  of  the  geutle- 
man  from  Missouri  was  to  create  a  sudden  ex- 
citommt,  by  wUch  the  agriculturist  would  be 
induced  to  go  at  once  into  the  {jrodnction  of 
indigo,  so  tlmt,  in  a  few  years,  no  indigo  would 
be  imported.  At  present  we  get  our  indigo 
chiefiy  from  Bengal.  And  it  was  interesting 
to  know  how  it  was  purchased.  For  every 
pound  that  la  imported  we  pay  specie,  for  it 
con  be  purchased  in  no  other  way.  We  can- 
not find,  in  return,  a  consumption  of  our  pro- 
duce, which  is  an  additional  consideration  in 
favor  of  the  protection  of  the  home  product. 
Some  time  next  year  the  Bengal  ships  would 
be  on  their  return,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
effect  of  the  excitement  which  the  proposition 
of  the  gentieman  from  lUssouri  would  have 
given  in  favor  ot  its  culture,  would  have  oper- 
ated to  a  eonsldranble  extent,  and  in  five  years 
yon  will  not  he  under  the  necessity  of  import- 
ing the  article  at  alL  Mr.  B.  moved  to  divide 
the  question,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on 
striking  out ;  which,  the  question  being  token, 
was  decided  as  follows:— Teas  23,  nays  23. 

The  vote  bdng  equal,  13m  Ohidr  voted  in  the 
negative. 

Mr,  DiCKKBSOK  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  ont  "one  dollar,"  and  in- 
serting "  fifty  cents,"  making  the  increase  of 
duty  proposed  by  Mr.  Bxnton,  stop  at  the  lat- 
ter amount 

On  this  motion  a  question  of  order  arose, 
which  was  deb(^  at  some  length  Irr  Messrs. 
Kino,  Van  Bunur,  Dickumon,  wxbstkb, 
Uaoov,  Habbuoit,  WoonsCBT,  Bbastoh,  and 
Chabdlsr. 

The  question,  which  was  admitted  to  be  a 
doubtful  one  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Manual, 
whether,  after  having  refbsed  to  strike  out  a 
portion  of  a  bill,  the  part  proposed  to  be  struck 
ont  was  amendable,  was  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate by  the  Chair,  and  the  question  being  pnt^ 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DiOKEBSoH  then  renewed  his  motion. 

Mr.  WxBSTEB  said,  in  relation  to  the  duty 
proposed  on  indigo,  that  he  considered  26 
cents  per  annum  too  sudden  an  augmentation, 
and  one  which,  he  thought,  would  outrun  the 
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production.  He  should  think  fire  cents  per 
annom  a  reasonable  increase,  and  acoordtn^lj 
moved  to  strike  out  20,  so  as  to  make  the  in- 
crease of  dutj  6  eenta  per  anniun ;  vbich  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harbison  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  10  cents  for  the  first  year,  6 
cents  for  the  second  year,  and  10  cents  for  earn 
soceessive  year,  nntil  tiie  dnty  shall  unonnt  to 
fifty  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  BsKTON  moved  a  call  of  the  Honse,  as 
there  were  three  or  four  members  absent  from 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Ohandlxb  opposed  it  on  tSie  gronnd  that 
it  had  never  been  practised  in  ute  Senate ; 
which  statement  was  corroborated  by  the  Chair. 

The  motion  was  waived. 

Mr.  DiCKSBsox  said,  although  ho  was  willing 
to  allow  the  gradual  increase  of  the  duty  to  60 
cents  per  pound,  yet  the  amendment  was  not 
what  ne  designed.  The  advance  for  the  first 
year  was  too  great,  as  ten  cents  on  the  quan- 
tity imported  next  year  would  be  ouMre  than 
$120,000.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  any 
indigo  would  be  prodnced  in  one  year,  although 
it  nught  in  two  or  three  years.  Yet,  although 
no  ^;ood  would  at  once  ho  experienced  by  the 
agnculturist,  the  duty  falls  on  the  manufactur- 
ers immediately.  For  this  reason  he  should 
vote  a^inst  the  amendment. 

Mr.  webstir  stud,  that  his  difficulty,  in  re- 
lation to  this  proposition,  was  only  want  of 
information.  It  had  been  introduced  last 
nightj  at  a  late  hour,  and  no  time  bad  been 
anorded  for  examination  as  to  the  qnantity 
produced,  or  as  to  the  quality  of  the  domestic 
article.  As  to  the  Bengal  indigo,  on  the  way 
to  this  comiti^,  this  du^  will  atn  tiie  effect 
to  raise  its  i>nce  in  the  marke^  at  tmee.  Lit- 
tle benefit  will  be  derived  by  the  pluiter,  while 
it  will  lay  a  heavy  tax  on  the  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Bentoit  said  he  was  astonished  to  find 
the  Representatives  of  sister  States  refusing  to 
three  States  a  protection  which  was  granted  by 
a  monarch :  for  a  bounty  had  been  ^ven  by 
Great  Britain  when  we  were  her  colonies,  on 
this  article.  The  gentieman  from  New  Jersey 
was  now  endeavoring  to  shift  his  ground, 
which  was  always  a  most  dangerous  attempt 

To  change  one's  front — whether  in  mUitary 
or  in  legislative  mancsnvres,  was  always  more 
or  less  dan^rous.  But  it  now  comes  out. 
The  article  is  found  now,  not  to  be  of  snffi- 
cientiy  good  quality  for  the  American  system. 
"We  must  have  Bengal  indigo,  which  is  brought 
from  the  British  East  Indies  and  Manilla,  eqnuly 
under  the  influence  of  Oreat  Britain.  So  that 
it  DOW  appears  ^at  this  same  system,  in  rela- 
tion to  which  we  were  fonnerly  told  that  it 
was  to  oppose  Great  Britain,  is  dependent  on 
that  country ;  this  very  Great  BritiUn,  which 
we  have  been  told  ds  die  %n  diem,  must  be  op- 
posed by  the  American  system,  is  to  have  the 
preference,  in  the  prodnMion  ot  IniUgo,  to  onr 
own  citizens. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  shows 
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us,  by  this,  that  the  American  system  depends 
on  the  British  Government  for  its  existence.  I 
say,  sir,  that  this  is  a  fair  inference.  Por  I 
have  proof  which  is  better  than  the  opInioBS 
oi  gentiemen,  however  high  thwr  stationi,  but 
who  do  not  nappen  to  m  indigo  dyers,  thst 
this  arUcIa  oan  iw  prodooed  in  peifoction  in 
this  conntrjr.  I  have  the  snthonty  of  indigo 
dyers  fbr  tiiis  assertion.  But  do  we  want  brt- 
ter  proof  of  this,  than  that  the  bounty  wis 
^ven  by  the  British  Government  on  American 
indigo,  and  that  tiie  British  factories  were  bnilt 
up  on  American  indigo  before  tiie  rerohttiont 
The  export,  at  tiie  commencement  of  the  war, 
into  England,  was  about  the  same  as  the  im- 
port into  this  country  now.    If  the  present 

Slan  is  adopted,  at  the  end  of  4  or  5  years,  the 
uty  will  be  20  per  cent.  It  is  contemptible- 
it  is  an  insult  to  the  Sonth.  It  shows  them 
that  they  can  only  receive  the  benefits  of  the 
system  far  below  the  rate  of  protectitn  wluch 
is  extended  to  the  manQfiactnrer.  Tbey  are  to 
be  ^owed  20  per  cent,  on  the  artide  in  fin 
years,  while  die  cloths  <if  Kew  Endand  are 
placed  at  70  per  cent,  instanter.  Through  a 
variety  of  questions  this  motion  had  been  fd- 
lowed  up.  Even  in  the  agonies  of  death  it  was 
hunted  down  by  the  friends  of  the  American 
system.  And  now  we  are  told  that  it  will  oc- 
cur too  soon — that  it  must  be  deferred  to  s 
later  period.  This,  tiien,  is  the  American  sys- 
tem,'xtending  to  but  one  or  two  interests,  uid 
leaving  others  nntoocbed.  I  expressed  a  bo^ 
last  night  that  tlie  friends  of  the  tariff  bill 
would  give  the  only  proof  to  the  South  in  their 
power,  that  they  too  were  included  in  tb« 
American  system.  It  seems,  however,  that 
this  paltry  boon  is  to  be  refhsed.  I  b^  gentle- 
men to  spore  their  strength,  as  I  have  motiou 
yet  behind  that  will  require  all  their  energies. 
It  seems  to  me  nncoDscionable  that  the  mami- 
facturers  should  denre  to  grasp  ^e  whole  70 
per  cent,  upon  their  productions,  and  refuse  to 
do  a  little  for  the  agricoltural  community. 
Now  I  ask,  whether  the  friends  of  the  Ameri- 
can system  do  not,  by  their  decision  upoo  this 
motion,  show  clearly  that  it  depends  npon 
Great  Britain  for  its  existence  ?  It  is  the  ineri- 
table  conclusion,  from  their  own  arguments. 
They  have  their  choice  of  the  horns  of  the 
dilemma — and  they  have  chosen  this.  The 
American  system  then  depends  np<m  Great 
Britain,  and  she  will  donbtllBss  chensh  it  vidi 
kindness  and  affection. 

The  qnestlon  beioff  taken  on  adoptli^  the 
amendinent  as  amoided,  it  was  decioed  la  the 
n^ative. 

Mr.  DiaxzBsos  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  1^ 
inserting  a  clause  laying  an  additional  duty  of 
5  cents  per  annum  on  the  ponnd  of  indigo,  ns' 
til  it  arrives  to  60  cents ;  which  was  dedded  ia 
the  affirmative. 

EnNQTo  Simrar. 
CordaffA. 

The  motion  vBUni  by  Ur.  Suih,  of  IbiJ- 
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laad,  to  iaj  aa  additioiul  doty  of  five  oentfl  on 
eordsga,  wu  diiaassed  by  Uamn.  WxDmn, 
DuxKUttoK,  and  Suitb,  of  Uarylsnd. 

Kr.  Bow  AN  sftid,  that  it  aeemed  at  fitst  that 
the  doty  on  hemp  voold  be  of  no  importanoe 
to  the  agricnlturist,  beoaoae  it  oonld  not  be 
{voduoed  in  this  country.  Bat  now  It  appeared 
to  be  of  aofficient  importance  to  swell  (he  price 
of  hemp  itsdl^  and  call  for  a  doty  on  ooroagei. 
He  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Hr.  WiBRBB  observed,  that  the  sentleinan 
nmtosed  that  this  daty  would  not  add  a  ain^ 
blade  to  the  product  of  the  domeatio  artioe. 
Tet,  it  will  inonaae  the  ^iea  <^  manafaotnred 
heBin.  And  the  ooeatiai  lik  whether  yon  will 
porchaae  the  fbragn  mannaetured  araele,  or 
that  mannfactnred  in  thia  eoontry.  Does  he 
not  see,  that,  if  we  lay  a  heavy  daty  on  raw 
bempf  it  will  be  a  bounty  aa  the  foreign  mann- 
&etmred  article,  tmless  that  is  taxed  also? 
Does  he  not  see.  that,  if  we  intend  to  keep  the 
manafaotore  of  nemp  alive  in  this  country,  we 
most  lay  a  da^  on  the  foreign  nianofactared 
arttde?  He  merely  rose  to  make  thia  state- 
mea%  because  he  thooght  the  gentleman  nnder 
a  miamvprdMnaioa  <h  the  intiWition  ot  hia 
motion. 

Hr.  Tabbu  said,  that  ib»  amnnent  of  Uie 
Senator  from  HaaaaohnsetU  (Hr.  WBaaru) 
ia  eacreet,  and  oa^t  to  have  its  wei|^t,  nnleaa 
Ihia  article  be  ainadj  protected.  To  dunr 
wbeUwr  tiiat  ia  the  case,  a  statement  ot  f  few 
facta  only  would  be  neoesaaty.  The  existing 
duty  on  cordage  is  $89  60  per  ton.  The  duty 
contemplated  by  the  bill  oo  imported  hemp, 
will  be  $60  per  ton,  when  it  shall  have  arrived 
at  its  idtimatnm;  thus  giving  the  domestic 
manufietctared  article  an  advantage  of  nearly 
$30  per  ton  over  ihe  same  artide  of  foreign 
mann&ctare.  This  would  seem  to  be  sofflcient 
protection.  If  gentlemen  think  so,  they  will 
fiagative  the  amendment.  Only  one  other  fact 
need  be  stated.  There  is  not,  now,  nor  has 
there  been  for  yeua,  a  pound  of  forei^  cord- 
age used  on  Amuican  tonnage.  It  ia  imported 
<m]y  for  exportation  aa  an  article  trade. 
Daring  the  last  year,  the  importation  at  this 
vticle  exceeded  1,500,000  pounds ;  the  princi- 
pal part  of  which  was  from  Buasia,  and  of 
coarse  encumbered  with  the  same  expense  for 
freight,  insurance,  &&,  as  the  unmanufactured 
hemp.  The  exportation  of  cordage,  for  draw- 
back, during  the  same  year,  S(nnewhat  exceeded 
t^  quantity,  principally  to  Cuba,  Braal,  and 
ChilL  Mr.  P.  said,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the 
increased  duty  on  hemp,  he  ^ooid  unifonnly 
vote  »gaimf  any  additional  duty  on  manufao 
tares  from  tbat  article. 

Mr.  BowAH  said  he  rose  to  a<^owledge  that 
be  had  taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  opw»> 
tlon  of  thia  amendment.  He  waa  oonvioced, 
from  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vaniif  hnnnttn.  that  the  eflbot  of  the  duty  on 
cordage  would  be  beneficial  to  the  hemMrow- 
tDg  interest  of  this  country,  and,  as  he  was 
ilwagrs  ready  to  admit  anj  ernuuoaa  Inqwea- 
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sion,  he  should  now  eonridcr  himself  bound  to 
vote  for  the  amwdment. 
The  moticMi  was  rejected. 

Jtaie  Wool 

Kr.  Behtoh  moved  a  [Ht^ressive  du^  on 
wool  on  tiie  skin,  tomake  itentireliyprohilntO' 
ry  in  four  years. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Hesn^  BiSTON,  DusxBaov,  Ohahdlkb,  aod 
Harbison  pturtidnted. 

Mr.  Bmith,  of  wmth  Oarolino,  aaid  tbat  he 
iUd  not  rise  to  diaoaaa  the  qnestion,  but  to  ahow 
that  it  waa  idle  to  m  on  with  tiie  debate  at 
maent.  Wthin  the  last  thirty-four  hours  the 
Senate  had  been  iu  aesdon  twmty  hoars,  which 
had  been  entirely  employed  in  the  ^scoasion  of 
the  tariff  bill— tiie  smkinss  out,  and  the  pa^ 
tings  in.  Such  continued  labor  might  do  for 
others,  bat  he  had  neither  the  nerves  nor  the 
lungs  to  go  farther  in  this  fatiguing  buKuesa. 
He  conidd«red  that  it  was  too  much  for  the 
human  tramo.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
Seoate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WooDBVBT  moved  that  the  hour  of 
a^oumment  be  noted  on  the  Joamal;  and 
auced  the  yeaa  and  na^  Tba  question  was 
then  taken  and  dedded  in  the  affinnadve. 


IfoHDAT,  May  IS. 

Th0  Thr^  BUI.— Sou  Wool. 

The  bill  altering  the  acts  imposing  duties  on 
.mports,  was  again  taken  np ;  and  the  motion 
of  Mr.  BxNTON,  to  pnAibit  the  importation 
raw  wool,  1^  gradual  advances,  so  as  to  go 
into  efibct  in  the  year  1832,  being  nnder  con- 
sideration, the  question  was  put,  and  decided 
in  the  ne^tive. 

Mr.  BaNTtnr  then  pni^KMed  to  amend,  hj 
inserting  a  proviricni,  laying  a  duty  ot  ten  per 
oeotmn  per  annum  on  wool  nunanufactured, 
until  it  shall  amount  to  60  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  and  6  per  centum  afterwards,  until  it 
amounts  to  70  per  cent. 

This  motion  was  briefiy  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Benton,  Smith  of  Md.,  Hatnz,  and  Diceek- 
bon;  when  the  question  was  taken,  it  was 
n^^ved. 

Molauei, 

Mr.  Benton  moved  that  a  duty  of  six  oents 
per  gallon,  in  addition  to  the  duty  of  ten  cents 
in  the  bill,  be  hod  on  imported  m(^assefl,  to 
take  effect  on  the  80th  day  of  June,  1830,  so 
as  to  make  the  whole  duty  on  that  article 
amount  to  sixteen  cents  per  gallon  after  that 
time.  This  immo^tion  ne  soppOTted  in  s 
qieech  of  conmeraUe  length,  in  which  he 
went  bei^  to  the  first  pn^oriti(m  nnder  the 
Federal  Gov«mm«it  to  iroi>08e  a  duty  on 
molasses;  toA  dmwed  that  it  was  then  ooo* 
sidered  as  a  dntj  aa  sugar.  This  statement 
he  oooflrmed  by  a  recurrence  to  the  first 
tariff  of  1790,  reported  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Hone  of  Bepresentativea,  of  which  Mr.  Mac^ 
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■on  was  Chairman,  in  which  brown  sugar  was 
dutied  at  one  cent  per  ponnd,  and  molasses  at 
eight  cents  per  gallon ;  and  the  two  daties  held 
to  oe  equal,  as  a  gallon  of  molasses  was  admitted 
to  be  equu  in  weight,  and  sujpeiior  in  saccha- 
rine matter,  to  eight  {K>nndfl  of  brown  sugar. 

Both  were  traced  as  duties  npon  sngar ;  csie 
in  its  granulary,  and  the  other  in  Its  fluid 
state:  and  the  House  (rf  BepresentataTes  sus- 
tuned  that  idea,  and  voted  the  two  daties  as 
retorted.  But  m  the  Senate  this  eqnali^  was 
altered,  npon  the  earnest  r^vesentatiin  of  the 
Kew  I^nand  members,  that  molasses  was  used , 
principaUy  for  distillation,  and  not  as  a  snbati- 
tode  for  sugar  in  that  section  of  the  Union ; 
and  the  duty  was  reduced,  under  this  belief 
from  eig^t  to  two  and  a  Iialf  cents  per  gallon. 
Since  that  time  this  idea  has  prcTuled ;  and  in 
fh»  enactment  of  anbsequent  tari&,  mtdasses 
has  nearly  escaped  all  duty,  while  brown  sugar 
lias  twice  been  sulyected  to  an  advance  of  doty, 
and  each  time  to  an  advance  of  one  hmidred 
per  cent  npon  its  origLtul  amount.  The  tarifi^ 
now  in  force,  levies  three  cents  a  pound  on 
Ivown  BOgar,  and  only  five  cents  a  gallon  on 
molaases ;  the  tariff  now  nndw  counderation 
■pn^rases  an  advance  of  only  five  emts  a  gallon 
on  mtdaMes;  and  ttie  mmtatAmgmt.  pnmosed 
only  otmtemplates  a  Anther  advance  m  ^ 
cents,  to  .take  effect  two  years  henoe. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  was  induced  to  reWve 
the  original  idea  of  taxing  molasses  as  sugar, 
by  a  piece  of  information  wtiich  had  been 
mvcn  to  the  Senate  a  few  nights  ago  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wkbstkb,)  in 
tiie  debate  on  Kew  England  rum,  in  wMoh 
that  liquor  was  treated  as  the  antagonist  of 
Western  whiskey,  and  the  foreign  material 
ont  of  which  it  was  made,  was  shown  to  be 
the  rival  of  domestic  pwn,  and  of  course 
atitled  to  no  fiivor  from  a  legislatore  profisBa- 
fatf  to  be  a  Mend  to  the  Amwican  Bystem. 
That  Senator,  in  the  oourse  of  that  debate, 
declared,  upon  this  floor,  that  tiiis  was  a  mis- 
take ;  that  molasses  in  New  En^and  was  used 
principally  on  the  table,  and  not  In  the  stills ; 
and  that  of  the  ten  millions  of  gallons  annually 
imported  into  that  section  of  the  Union,  not 
more  than  two  mOIioas  were  distilled  into 
mm.  This  would  leave  eight  millions  of 
gallons,  eqoivalrat  to  six^-four  millions  of 
ponnda  of  brown  sugar,  to  be  nsed  as  sugar ; 
and  shows  that  the  New  England  statesmen  of 
the  year  1790,  however  correct  at  the  time, 
were  prodigioiuly  mistaken  as  to  the  future 
distillation  of  molasses ;  and  that  this  mistake 
led  Uie  OtH^^rees  since  that  day,  into  a  great 
•rot;  an  error  which  has  pervaded  our  l^s- 
lation  ever  rinoe,  destn^ed  tiie  eqoality  of  the 
sugar  tax,  and  deprived  the  Treasury  of  an 
immense  revenoe.  Bnt  that  mistake  is  now 
«Kmcted.  Ihe  important  ftot  is  now  admit- 
ted that  ftNor-^fths  of  Uie  molassee  imported 
into  New  England,  are  ooosomed  as  soger ; 
And  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  suggests  grave 
y/mH^sm  to  the  American  atateaman  in  r^er- 
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enoe  to  oor  levenoe,  the  eooal  distribution  of 
fmr  taxes,  and  the  preeerration  of  a  market  for 
our  domestic  sugar  and  mdasses. 

Mr.  B.  would  briefly  tonch  these  great  ques- 
tions, and  leave  many  of  their  remits  to  be 
pursued  and  devdoped  by  the  ndnda  of  others. 

I.  MU  conc9rfu  the  unetuu. — ^The  Treasary, 
he  said,  was  an  enormoos  loser.  Hgfat  milliou 
of  gallrais  of  molasses  were  equal  to  M  nulliont 
of  ponnda  of  sugar ;  this  quanti^  of  sugar,  at 
the  present  rate  of  dnfy,  woold  paj  |1,M0^- 
000;  its  equivalent  hi  mnliswa,  luder  the 
existing  duty  vt  five  cento  pur  gallon,  has  only 
paid  $400,000;  imder  the  prcnosed  dnty  in  the 
bill,  it  will  only  pay  $600,000 ;  and  even  if 
carried  to  16  o^te,  will  stiU  pay  bnt  $1,S80,- 
000.  The  result  was,  that  the  Treasury  hid 
heretofore  lost  upon  this  item,  $1,610,000  per 
annnm ;  that  it  was  destined  to  lose  under  tlie 
operation  of  the  bill  as  it  stood,  a  fartbtt 
annnal  sum  of  $1,120,000;  end  even  if  fail 
amendment  should  be  tAa^^ibii,  the  annual  kei 
would  still  be  $MO,000.  This  loss,  tfaoeglt 
great,  would  still  be  so  much  less  than  tbit 
now  snfltoed,  that  Mr.  B.  would  be  willine  to 
comprondsa  nsgaa.  it,  and  leave  to  bti  Nev 
Engund  bretluen  the  oniet  enjoymoit  of  so 
srMt  a&  advantage.nntu  the  time  came  nmad 
fat  a  general  reridon  of  flie  tariff  and  n 
extenrive  rednotitm  and  eqnallxattoa  of  dnties 
consequent  vpm  the  extiiution  of  the  poUie 
debt; 

^.  A»  U  coneems  tA«  e$vaZ  JutHhv^  •} 
fA«  jwUie  toxet. — ^Tbe  tax  npcm  brown  ssgv  i> 
one  of  the  heaviest  that  is  imposed.  That 
article  is  dutied  at  three  eenta  a  pound,  which, 
with  the  merchant's  profit  upon  that  nm, 
makes  It  cost  nearly  four  cents  higher  in  the 
poond.  The  aggr^^ate  tax  fbr  the  lost  three 
years,  shows  an  avmge  of  two  millions  ind 
a  qoarter  <tf  dcdlan  per  annum.  Thie  is  a  tax 
npra  a  neoessaiy  of  life ;  it  is  a  tax  opoD  an 
artide  consnmed  by  the  poor;  it  is  a  tax 
chiefly  paid  by  tiie  people  of  the  HkkO^ 
&ontiiem,andVestemSWes;  fortbeyeaaaol 
use  molasses  as  a  aubstitnte.  Their  interior 
posititm  fwblds  the  exteudve  use  of  an  artide 
which  ia  and  waMed  in  a  Ioor  overiaod 
tranq>ortation.  The  eommerdal  tables  prove 
this  tact,  fbr  while  New  England  alone  onnnillr 
imports  ten  millions  <^  gaEcms  of  DKdasaes,  eO 
the  rest  of  the  Union  put  together— the  ei^- 
teen  other  States  and  three  territwies  nnited, 
only  imported  three  mllliona  of  galloos  1 
proves  the  fact  that  molasses  is  bnt  Uttle  used 
as  a  snbstitnte  for  sugar,  outade  tA  Kev 
England;  it  proves  the  fact  tiiat  the  preaent 
gTMt  revenne  dolved  from  brown  sngar  is 
chiefiy  paid  by  citizens  other  parts  of  the 
Union;  and  it  ;n«sents  the  qaemim  to  tbe 
American  statesman,  how  fkr  it  is  ri^  i> 
itself  how  far  it  ia  consistent  with  the  prtn- 
dples  of  oor  ooofederaoy,  how  far  it  is  jut 
towards  the  inh^tants  of  the  Middle,  Sontben, 
and  Western  States,  to  devolve  the  bortlwD  of 
the  sugar  tax  i^m  them,  and  relieve  the 
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Hew  Snriand  pet^le  from  it,  br  ooDtinuing 
dn  Tut  ueqiulitj  of  doty  npMi  uie  gnnalair 
and  the  fliud  itate  oi  the  articlet 

Kr.  B.  bere  addrewed  faimaelf  dlreetljr  to  a 
Senator  frran  P«uu^lvania,  (Mr.  Hakes,)  who 
had  allowed  hie  feelings,  a  few  dajs  before,  to 
cazTj  him  so  far  ai  to  throw  oat  a  Y«ey  odioos 
impntation  on  the  Oommittee  of  the  Hoose  of 
Bepresentatirefl,  which  had  reported  the  Tariff 
bill  the  present  sessioa.  That  impntadon 
was  to  this  effect :  that  the  increased  datjr  on 
molasses  was  pnt  into  the  bill  for  the  poxpose 
of  poisoning  it;  and  preventing  the  New 
Entpand  members  fSrom  Toting  for  it.  Mr.  B. 
repelled  this  impnta^cm,  as  a  satire  npon  the 
New  England  member^  whose  patriotism  it 
would  seem  to  rate  so  low,  and  as  an  nqjnst 
and  dborderiy  attack  npon  members  of  the 
other  twawdi  oi  the  Le^datore ;  and  s^d  to 
the  Senator  who  had  made  it  that  he  would 
ecmfront  him  with  very  aninent  authority 
from  his  own  State,  the  speech  of  Hr.  fltzsim- 
mons,  a  distingnisiied  member  of  Oongress 
from  the  State  of  PennqrlTania,  in  the  year  *90, 
who  supported  Mr.  Ma^son  in  his  proposal  to 
place  an  equal  dntj  on  sogar  and  molasses; 
and  supported  him  on  the  express  ground,  that 
the  pe(^le  of  Pennsylvania  shonldnot,  by  his 
Tote,  be  made  to  pay  more  tax  on  their  sweet- 
auag  0iaa  the  people  of  New  En^and  paid  ut 
theirs. 

Hr.  B.  cottdnded  wiUi  a  compliment  to  the 
Tigpanoe,  ssKaoity,  perseTeranoa^  and  nnitj  of 
acUon,  which  had  enabled  Uie  New  Enwutd 
members,  heretofore,  to  appropriate  to  them- 
selves all  the  benefit^  and  leave  to  others  all 
the  borthcus  of  the  mfferent  tulA.  He  did 
not  blame  them  fer  it.  Their  paramoont  dn^ 
was  to  their  constituents,  and  they  dischai^ed 
that  duty  with  a  zeal  and  assidaity  wortiiy  of 
all  praise.  But  he  should  blame  himself  if  he 
did  not  profit  from  their  example.  His  para- 
mount duty  was  to  the  people  of  Ifissouri ;  and 
this  doty  required  his  best  exertions  to  protect 
hat  staples,  and  to  equalize,  if  possible,  ^e 
burthens  and  the  benefits  of  the  present  tariff. 
This  was  all  that  he  was  aiming  at,  ^ther  in 
the  present  motion,  or  in  the  motions  made,  or 
to  be  made  by  bim ;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  so 
understood  by  all  concerned. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Bamat  waa  dedded  in 

a  negative. 

WooTUn  SJankeU. 

Mr.  Bnrrov  moved  to  strike  out  the  dufy  on 
woidlen  blankets.  In  support  of  this  motion 
Mr.  B.  observed,  that  Uanketa  were  an  article 
of  necessity,  required  by  every  body;  but 
mostly  by  the  poorest  pe<n>le.  They  were  also 
required  for  slarea,  and  Indians,  and,  iadeed, 
no  class  could  do  without  thenu  There  had 
always  been  a  diatinotkm  between  tiie  duty  on 
blankets  and  other  wooUm  goods,  in  the  varioos 
tsii^  on  the  ground  that  they  were  of  prime 
necessi^.  There  was  another  reason  which 
might  be  urged  fur  removing  thia  dn^.  It 


[Snum 

was,  that  the  manufacture  was  not  oompsteot 
to  uie  sopplf  of  the  ooisamption  of  the  eonit- 
try,  andf  as  uie  duty  would  mily  benefit  a  flnr 
individuals,  while  the  poorer  classes  suffered  in 
proportion — as  the  Senate  had  refused  to  put 
any  further  duty  on  wool,  he  thought  it  would 
be  but  reasonable  to  take  off  the  duty  on  blank- 
ets.  Another  reason  in  Savor  of  this  motion, 
was,  that  blankets  were  essential  in  the  Indian 
trade.  At  present  the  British  brought  them 
across  the  lines,  while  they  also  introdnced 
thur  fhrs  into  this  country  free  of  duty.  This 
was  very  bad  pohcy :  for,  had  these  furs  been 
taxed  87i  per  cent,  the  revuiae  would  have 
gained  a  mulion  of  dollar^  and  our  trade  bava 
received  ample  protection.  If  the  duty  waa 
oontinned,  it  would  be  a  great  iiyary  to  the 
revenue,  and  act,  beddes,  as  a  heavy  imposi- 
tion on  the  poorest  class  of  our  community. 
He  should  be  glad  if  the  Chairman  of  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Manufactures  would  give  the  amount 
of  the  roanofaetore  the  article  in  this  coun- 
try, and  its  increase  since  1624.  The  du^  was 
not  snob  as  was  ^ven  to  the  grower,  when  a 
paltry  protection  was  extended  to  him,  which 
was  always  gradual,  but  oame  down  Autentsr 
upon  the  consumer. 

Mr.  Shtth,  of  Maryland,  wished  to  know 
whether  the  manofactare  had  increased  since 
1624.  At  that  time  Congress  hdd  a  dnty  of  26 
per  eeai,  on  the  article,  and  he  widied  to  faiow 
what  had  bean  its  effbet 

Mr.  DiOKasBOir  ^  not  fbfaik  the  manufao- 
ture  bad  increased  to  a  very  great  extent.  But 
the  country  was  amply  capable  of  j^tidndng 
the  whole  of  the  cy>nsumption. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  some  further 
remarks,  to  show  that  the  duty  le^ed  in  1824^ 
had  not  operated  effectnally  to  inerease  the 
maimfacture  of  blankets. 

Mr.  Eaton  opposed  the  motion,  and  read  a 
statement  of  a  Commissary  to  show  the  opera- 
tion of  the  duties  of  1824,  on  the  price  of  the 
article,  from  which  he  argued,  that  a  beneficial 
effect  had  been  produced  by  the  duty.  The 
price  bad  very  sensibly  decreased  witlun  a  fsw 
years,  whicli,  he  bdieved,  must  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  competition  In  our  eoontry,  and 
the  increase  of  the  manufacture. 

Mr.  Bkith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  reinarfca 
in  reply,  attributing  the  fall  of  the  prices,  as 
was  understood,  to  the  reduction,  by  Qreat 
Britain,  of  the  tax  on  wool  imported  into  that 
country. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  n^tived. 

Fun. — Smp, — SiXkt, — CoU<m  Baggiitg. 

Mr.  Bbnton  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a 
provision  laying  a  duty  on  furs,  of  all  kinds,  of 
per  cent,  according  to  the  value. 

Mr.  Bbnton  remarked,  that,  wh«i  he  pro- 
posed this  duty,  finrmeriy,  it  was  snppoaed  that 
It  would  injure  the  mann&oture  of  hats.  But 
as  one  ounce  of^r  only  waa  now  pot  into  a 
beaver  hat,  this  duty  woald  make  bnt  H  eents 
addition  on  each      while  the  rerenna  would 
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be  one  hmidiMt  ihooMiid  dtrtlara.  He  bo^ 
tbe  mantifiujtariiig  intemt  would  not  spnng 
forward  to  prevant  so  important  a  provisioD. 

The  qaestion  was  decioed  In  the  n^ative. 

Ur.  Benton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
8d  section,  bj  adding  to  the  dnty  on  hemp 

ten  dollars  per  ton,  annnallj,  nntil  it  amounts 
to  ninety  dollars;"  wnit^  motion  was  dedded  in 
the  negative. 

Hr.  WooDBtntT  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
Inserting,  *'  on  all  mannfaotnres  of  silk,  from 
beyond  the  Oape  of  Good  Hope,  80  per  cent., 
and  on  bH  mannhctnies  nlk,  tnm  coontzies 
this  ride  of  the  Cape,  20  per  cent  ad  talorm,** 

Ut.  WoODnDBT  UM  the  efltet  (tfUiis  motion 
would  be,  to  leftve  the  dnty  as  it  now  was,  on 
the  manunictures  of  silk  this  side  of  the  Gape  of 
Good  Hope.  Bat,  on  those  from  beyond  that 
Cape,  it  raised  the  dnty  five  per  cent.  At  this 
period  of  the  session,  he  woold  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  only  a  few  minutes  in 
atating  the  probable  effect  of  the  amendment, 
should  it  prevail.  By  the  change  of  duty,  the 
whole  impost  on  sifts,  annnaUy,  would  be 
somewhat  raised  for  a  time.  This  might  increase 
the  zeal  already  ezdted  in  this  country  for  the 
culture  of  silk,  and  thus  tend  to  encourage  en- 
terprise and  improve  skill.  Should  the  change 
liter  in  time  our  importations,  and  introduce 
into  the  marl^  more  of  the  rilka  of  Eorope, 
and  less  of  those  ftom  India  and  Chhia, 'fll  the 
former  entirely  engrossed  the  market,  tn(»«fIV>ct 
would  prove  highly  beneficial  both  to  our  agri- 
culture and  navi^tion.  Tbe  commeroial  men 
in  this  body  were  very  consdons,  that  the  dis- 
crimination in  duty  of  five  per  cent,  between 
nlks  from  India  and  Europe,  introduced  in  the 
tariff  of  1824,  hod  very  considerably  augmented 
the  importations  of  those  manufactured  nearest 
home.  Without  troubling  the  Senate  with  a 
statistical  dettul,  the  year  ending  in  September, 
1826,  exhibited  an  importation  of  almort  five 
millions  warih  ol  this  article  from  Eorope,  and 
<tf  only  a  little  more  than  three  millions  from 
beyond  tbe  Oape  of  Good  Hope.  All  who 
heard  bim,  and  had  xeflectad  on  the  subject, 
were  aware  that  the  silks  from  India  were  paid 
for  mostly  in  specie,  and  employed  but  littie 
navigation  ^recUy,  while  those  from  Europe 
were  chiefly  obtuned  in  exchange  for  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  other  stifle  articles  of  agri- 
oultore,  and  gave  occupation  directiy  to  a  much 
larger  amount  of  tonnage.  Another  effect 
would  probably  be,  that  the  duty  on  some  of 
these  articles  abroad  would  be  lowered,  with  a 
view  to  reciprocate  our  friendly  discrimination 
in  favor  of  European  silks,  from  one  power 
especially,  and  that  was  France,  we  might 
not  only  hope  this;  but  it  would  give  to 
her  some  snbstitiite  tor  the  diminution  oo- 
Cisioned  by  other  parts  of  this  veir  bill,  in  our 
present  trade  fbr  woollens  from  that  country, 
wwuld  any  ol^ection  be  mad;  to  on  increase  of 
this  impost,  it  might  also  be  replied,  it  was  a 
tax  on  what  was  in  some  decree  a  luxury,  and 
cbi^  used  by  the  wealthy,  wl^  this  atme 


bill  taxed'very  hi^y  a  great  somber  of  tbi 
first  necessaries  of  mi,  used  by  the  homUeit 
classes  of  society.  He  would  inily  add,  it  tUs 
time,  that  the  change  now  proposed  was  in  »• 
act  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  in  1824;  and  the 
experience  of  three  years  had  shown  tbe  bene- 
fits of  tbe  discrimination  so  fully,  that  no  ftntber 
argument  was  wanted^  be  thought,  to  verify 
their  recranmendation  m  its  fullist  extent,  sod 
induce  us  to  make  the  whole  discriminatioD 
then  advised,  not  only  by  the  committee,  bvt 
by  the  Chamber  of  OomiDeroe  in  the  fint 
merdal  oi^  in  the  Union. 

Hi.  Dsoksbsov  said  it  appened  ibat  the  6b> 
ject  of  the  amendment  was  to  increase  the  dis- 
crimination. He  agreed  that  the  e^^  bad 
been  to  reduce  the  amount  of  silk  imported 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  aiid  be 
thought  that  the  preeent  duty  was  prodiiaog 
tbe  change  so  rapidly,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
increase  the  discrimination. 

Ur.  WsBtrrsB  rose  to  make  a  sin^e  ranirk 
as  to  the  operation  of  the  discrimination,  an 
to  propose  to  the  gentleman  from  Kev  Hamp- 
shire to  fix  some  period  at  wbich  the  additionu 
duty  should  commence^  or  it  woold  operate 
severely  on  tbe  merdtints  whose  ships  bad  it 
ready  been  sent  to  the  East  Indies  for  mta 
The  importers  of  tUs  deeraiptI<ML  of  goods 
suffer  great  loss,  unless  the  amendment  ven 
eo  modified  as  not  to  go  into  effect  until  i 
period  late  enough  to  save  their  orden,  already 
sent  from  its  operation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Horyland,  made  a  few  rema^ 
in  relation  to  the  importance  of  our  trade  Tith 
France.  He  considered  it  to  be  our  interest  to 
be  on  tbe  best  terms  with  that  country,  as  she 
took  our  articles  in  return — and  it  was  but  &ir 
to  give  to  her  an  advantage  in  the  silk  trade, 
over  China,  where  we  were  obliged  to  p«j 
spede — although  he  had  wondered  that  our 
merchants  did  not  export  cotton  to  tbe  latter 
country,  as  the  experiment  bad  been  saeeeiE' 
fiilly  mlade  in  one  Instance^  which  be  mo- 
tioned. 

Hr.  Bkkton  was  decidedly  fat  fiavor  of  the 
proposed  amendment.  He  waa  in  fiivor  of  this 
disOTimination,  when  it  was  proposed  in  16H 
and  the  beneficial  effects  produced  by  the  di>> 
crimination  of  five  per  centum,  imposed  at  that 
time,  enoonraged  him  to  carry  the  principle  to 
the  point  now  proposed.  At  preset  we  got 
our  chief  supplies  of  silks  from  France,  Eng- 
land, and  the  East  Indies.  From  the  latter 
place,  we  purchase  for  gold  and  silver;  frtn 
tbe  two  fonner,  for  the  products  of  our  mQ. 
We  pay  for  fVeneh  and  English  silks  in  cott4Hi| 
rice,  and  tobacco;  and  our  statistical  tables 
show  ns  timt  our  exports,  in  these  aiticlu^  to 
one  irf  the  European  powers,  France,  has  in- 
creased nearly  threefold  sfaice  1824.  It  is  tbe 
part  of  a  wise  and  prndent  policy  to  keep  tbit 
increase  on  the  rise ;  and  the  doubling  the  ^ 
criminating  duties  in  favor  of  EuH^Kan  a&i, 
will oontribiite to cfliMt  that ottjeot.  Bosxaa 
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for  agricnltare.  On  the  other  hand,  the  navi- 
gating interest  will  he  benefited  hj  the  same 
policj.  It  takes  hut  little  tonnage  to  carry  the 
gold  and  silrer  to  Ohina,  which  brings  back, 
uj  three  million  dollars^  worth  of  ulks ;  but  it 
wonld  require  at  least  30,000  tons  of  shipping, 
the  freight  on  which  would  be  worth  $400,000, 
It  a  cent  and  s  half  per  pomid,  to  eany  m 
nmch  eotton  to  France  or  £Dgluid  ai  would 
purchase  tha  uma  amount  of  rilka  in  those 
eoimtrie&  Tfaw  the  interests  of  conuneroe,  <^ 
agricolture,  of  the  landholder,  and  ship  owner, 
are  both  conoemed  ia  fostering  the  sUk  trade 
with  France  and  England,  in  prefemoe  to  that 
from  beyond  the  Cape  ot  Good  Hope;  and 
erery  interest  is  conoemed  In  promoting  a 
^e  which  consumes  the  product  of  the  conn- 
try,  in  preference  to  one  that  carries  off  its  gold 
and  nlver. 

Ur.  WooDBUST  mo£fied  his  amendment  on 
the  snggestion  of  lir.  Wsbstek  so  as  to  make 
its  operation  commence  on  the  8d  day  June, 
1829,  and 

It  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  SxxT^  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
imend  the  blllf  by  striking  out  the  10th,  11th, 
12th,  and  18th  lines  <^  the  8d  section,  which 
embraced  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging,  for 
which  he  gave  as  one  of  his  reasons,  ^e  fall  in 
the  price  of  cotton;  since  the  duty  had  feJlen 
n  that  it  waa  felt  severely  by  the  plaaten. 

Rejected. 

Mueellaneoui  ArtieUt. 

Hr.  Tazewkll  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
ont  the  duty  on  steel,  lead,  leaden  shot,  litharge, 
orange  mineral,  and  sugar  of  lead. 

Ur.  T.  said,  that  he  had  made  the  proposition 
tat  the  purpose  of  makin?  a  single  remark  in 

r^on  to  the  dnty.   ^  the  lead  mines  in 
country,  of  any  value,  were  the  property 
of  the  United  States.  It  seemed  to  him  an  ex- 
traordinary policy  that  the  Government  should 
increase  the  duty  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to 
its  own  profits.   He  had  raised  the  question  in 
order  that  it  might  be  settled  whether  it  was 
pn^  that  the  Government  should  tax  the 
people  in  this  manner  for  its  own  profit, 
lue  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
Ur.  Bxsmm  moved  to  amend,  by  levying  a 
duty  on  oranges,  limes,  and  lemons,  as  be  ob- 
•erred,  to  protect  the  producta  of  Florida. 
Rtjected. 

Ur.  Bbsitoh  moved  to  amend,  by  levying  a 
dn^  of  50  per  oent  ad  vaimm,  on  olives^ 
Bweetmeats,  and  castor  oil. 

K^ected. 

Ur,  Foot  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
the  duty  on  imported  spirits ;  decided  in  the 
n^ive. 

Ilx.  SiUBKi  moved  to  insert  a  duty  on  im- 
ported nmbrellas.  \}St.  B.  also  presented  a 
inemorial  of  manufacturers  of  the  article^  pr^^- 
ing  for  an  additional  dnty.]  The  motikm  waa 
not  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Bhxib,  of  ML,  moved  that  the  date 


"  80th  of  June  ^  be  stricken  out,  and  the  *  1st 
of  September '  inserted,  (the  time  at  which  the 
bill  goes  into  openiU<m;)  which  was  dedded  in 
the  affirmative. 

Ur.  JoHHBOir,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  hill,  by  adding  a  proviso,  exempting  all 
books,  tracts,  Ac,  for  BiUe  and  other  reli^oos 
BodetHi^  frcsn  the  payment  of  the  duties  cm 
such  articles. 

B^eoted. 

ICr.  WnasnB  moved  to  amend  the  bill  hj 
striking  ont  that  portion  of  tiie  8th  sectionf 
which  p<dnta  ont  the  dn^  of  the  ^tpraisera, 
and  empowers  them  to  fix  upon  the  value  of 
importations  independently  of  the  invoices. 

On  this  motion  discnssion  arose,  in  which  it 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dionnsoir,  Barsabd, 
Van  Bmuor,  and  Sastobd,  and  supported  by 

Ur.  WXBSTKB. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  having  berai  ordered  on 
motion  of  itr.  Van  Bnnnf,  questiai  waa 
decided  in  the  n^^ative. 

Ur.  WooDBUBT  proposed  the  following 
amendment  in  relation  to  the  duty  on  molaa- 
aea ;  add  at  the  end  of  8d  aeetion  SOth  Une^ 
the  following  wwda:  "  except  such  as  the  bidd- 
er thereof  shall  give  sufficient  bond  diall  not 
be  distilled ;  and,  on  aD  snob,  D  cents  per  ganon.** 

NegativM. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  rea^ng,  and  the  yeas  having 
been  ordered,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  following  veto : 

Ykxb. — Ueasrft.  Bmmard,  Barton,  Batemao,  Ben- 
ton, Bouligny,  Chase,  Dickenon,  Eaton,  Foot,  Har- 
rison, Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kane,  EniKht, 
UcLane,  Maries,  Noble,  JUdgely,  Bowan,  Bng^ei^ 
Banford,  Beyaow,  Ihomaa,  van  Buren,  Webster, 
Willey— 16. 

Nats. — Uesm.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chambers,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  EUs,  Hayne,  Johnston  of  Lontnana, 
King,  XcKinley,  Uacon,  Farrii,  Robbins,  BHsbe^ 
Smith  of  Hd.,  Sndth  of  S.  Carolina,  TaaeweD,  Tyler, 
White,  WiUiams,  Woodbory— SI. 


TuasDAT,  Hay  13. 
The  TariJTSiU, 
The  bill  making  alterations  In  the  several 
acts  impoung  duties  on  importa,  waa  read  a 
third  time,  and  on  the  questi^  "Shall  the  bill 


Ur.  Hathi  tpdkb  at  loigth  in  opposition  to 
the  hill,  and  entered  ftK^enm  protest  agiunst  it, 
as  a  partial,  nnloBt,  and  unconstitutional  meaa< 
ure,  and  oondnded  by  moving  an  indefinite 
poBtponemratt  of  the  rail;  on  which  the  qoei- 
tion  being  taken  by  yeaa  and  nayi^  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

Theqoestion  then  occurring  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  the  yeaa  and  nays  having  been 
ordered,  it  was  dedided  in  the  affirmative  by 
the  following  vote : 

Teas.— Uessrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Ben* 
ton,  Bonligny,  Chase,  IHcketson,  Baton,  Foot,  Eai^ 
riaui,  Hendnoka.  Johnaoa  ef  Xy.,  Kane,  Xnlf^t, 
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HcLue,  ICariu,  Koble,  Bidgely,  Rovu,  Rugglet, 
Sanford,  SeTmonr,  Tbomu,  Van  Baren,  WeoMer, 
WUley— 26. 

yxTs. — Hewn.  Berrien,  Bnuwh,  Chambers,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  Ellis,  Hayae,  Johnaton  of  Loaisiaaa, 
Einc,  McKioley,  Hacon,  Farria,  Robbina,  Slirt>ee, 
SoiiOi  of  Marrland,  fiodth  of  Sonth  Cardiiu,  T«M- 
vsU,  Tyler,  Whito,  WUUama,  Woodbury— Si. 

Bo  the  bill  wu  pused,  and  returned  tothe 
Hooae  of  RepreaeotattTe^  Cor  cMunmnoe  in 

Tbumdat,  yi$j  15. 
Pretident  Pro  Tempore. 

The  Secretary  faavios  given  notice  of  fhe  ab- 
■enee  of  tiie  Vice  Fresidmt  from  the  Chair,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  deetion  d  a  Frerident 
pro  tem, ;  and  a  ballot  hsTins  been  taken,  lir. 
jIaoon  was  declared  to  have  beea  elected. 

Ur.  Haoon  roM,  and  retnmed  thanks  to  fhe 
Senate  for  the  hwor  omiferred  <m  him  bat 
wished  to  decline  serving. 

Mr.  Tazewell  then  mored  that  l£r.  Uaooh 
be  exoased  from  serving  as  Preudent  pro  tem. 
This  motion  baviog  been  agreed  to  anc^her 
ballot  was  taken,  and 

Ur.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  duly  elected ; 
and,  having  been  conductBd  to  the  Chair,  by 
Hessrs.  Macon  and  Habsisoh,  briefly  addressed 
the  Senate ;  making  acknowledgments  for  the 
confidence  which  had  been  repowd  In  him,  and 
the  honor  conferred  npon  him,  and  which  had 
been  endrely  unexpected  on  his  part  It  was 
80  long  since  be  had  occnpicd  the  Chidr,  tibat 
his  knowle^  of  the  rules  of  order  were,  per- 
bapa,  less  perfect  than,  from  the  length  of  his 
service  in  Congress,  might  be  supposed,  ud  he 
might  often  ask  for  the  aid  and  forbearance  of 
bis  fellow-Senators ;  bnt  he  could  assure  them 
that  be  should  discharge  the  dntj  of  the  Chair 
with  fidelity  and  impartiality. 


Fbm&T,  May  18. 
Sretet  Bank, 

The  bin  to  abolish  Brevet  rank  la  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Wbbsieb  expressed  a  desire  to  liear  the 
reasons  for  this  measure. 

Mr.  Habribon  ni^od,  and  read  m  report 
npon  the  subject  The  nimiber  <tf  Breveted 
Officers  in  our  Army  was  very  grc«t,  so  much 
BO,  that  the  system  was  conadered  an  evil  by 
the  officers  themselves.  The  bill  would  have 
no  effect  on  officers  already  Breveted,  or  those 
who  were  now  entitled  to  Brevets,  He  ob- 
served Uiat  the  task  which  bad  been  tmpoaed 
on  him  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs  had  been  a  very  disagreeable  one ; 
as,  take  whatever  coarse  they  mi^t,  it  was  not 
supposed  that  they  could  give  entire  aatia£u>- 
tioo. 

Mr.  'WaasntB  aidd,  fbaft  the  subject  waa  new 
to  him ;  and  he  thought  it  required  o(msider»> 
tlon.  As  be  understood  the  gentlsman  the  UU 
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had  the  same  eflhot  on  those  who  had  soisd 
ten  years,  as  on  those  who  were  entitled  to  the 
Brevet  for  the  gsllantry  of  their  ezpMts,  Hs 
saw  Uie  difficulty  of  the  subject  which  hsd  been 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  It 
might  be,  that  those  who  were  already  Breveted 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  imtem  Bfaonld  bs 
done  away.  But  what  do  those  m^  tken 
say  f  This  wanted  inquiry. 
Ibe  bill  was  laid  on  the  tables 


TcmuT,  Hay  20s. 
Cheaaptake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Mr.  ^niKiOKB  moved  to  take  up  the  IhII  to 
autboriae  the  sabacription  to  atod^  m  the  (W 
apeake  and  Ohio  Oanal  Gon^aiqr;  which  vh 
decided  in  the  affinnidiv8L 

Mr.  HsnmioKa,  In  r«)ly  to  aoma  xmukut 
Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Oardina,  observed  thit 
this  was  not  a  wertem  measure  Sot  one 
dollar  would  be  expended  west  tk  the  ABfr- 
ghany  mountains.  So  &r  from  this  being  the 
case,  by  the  express  language  of  the  bill,  the 
canal  was  to  terminate  at  Cumberiuid.  This 
being  the  fact,  it  was  not  ftir  to  signs  thit 
they  were  pressing  western  meamn^  in  {Rtf- 
erence  to  others,  upon  the  notice  of  Ccnma. 
He  did  not,  however,  think,  as  oOim  did,  s 
long  series  of  years  would  duee  before  it 
would  pass  the  AUeghanies.  He  bdj^ved  thit 
in  aftw  yeara  tbe  stock  of  tlie  oomMDyvonu 
beoome  as  vahiable  as  tiiat  of  the  Erie  Csnst, 
and  that  it  would  be  a^tnted  by  subseriptioas 
iWHn  every  quarter.  B  bad  benasRnnedthst 
this  measure  was  commenced  by  CongreaL 
This  was  not  the  case,  as  it  had  anaoated  tnm 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  which  psssed  la 
act  to  incorporate  the  company  in  1624.  ^nce 
that  period  other  confirmatory  acts  hsd  been 
passed.  Mr.  H.  here  detailed  the  variooa  aeti 
in  relation  to  the  object  under  consideratKiB. 
He  then  gave  a  succinct  history  of  the  vsriooi 
surveys,  and  their  results,  which  were  hi^ 
bvorable  to  the  prqject  He  referred  to  the 
result  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals;  and 
expressed  an  minioa  that  the  HaA  in  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  would  become  m 
vdnaUe  as  in  those  works.  B»  oouddeied  it 
highly  Important,  aa  fonnfaig  a  bond  ot  waa 
between  Uie  east  and  the  west 

Mr.  Maooh  observed  that  he  bad  but  s  ftw 
words  to  say  on  this  raUect  He  hsd  nid, 
some  time  since,  that  toe  OMttdtutitBi  m 
dead  and  gone,  and  he  should  not  speskof  Um 
constitationality  of  the  measure.  He  Ebonld 
also  say  nothing  of  its  effect  upon  the 
debt  because  apublio  debtwas  now  considered 
a  poblic  blesting.  He  looked  upon  this  tnlt  iB 
the  light  of  a  partnership  to  be  entered  bta 
by  the  Govwnment  with  a  number  of  bidiTia- 
nds ;  and,  add  Mr.  X.,  befiin  I  enter  ists 
pnrtnership  with  a  mu  IriKndd  lite  to  kno* 
wboheis,andwhatlahi8  ftandlng.  I  ■odoU 
afek.befbrehand.iahaaUel  b  be  good  st  tbf 
bankf  bUsnpotaaonfidrl  BfltCoogna** 
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aboat  to  go  into  thit  partDvnhip  witbont  know- 
ing who  thej  are  to  be  oonneotod  with.  He 
thought  the  otwpoimtions  of  the  IMstrict  of  0<^ 
lombU  wen  nair  wffldeiitlj  taud  wiUwnt 
flinng  into  HutbermbanaanuiitiL  Bnt  the 
Qovemment  wontd  have  to  bear  the  burthen, 
lain  dM  ease  of  the  Cnmbeiiuid  road,  the  ex- 
penae  on  which  would  last  as  long  as  the 
GoTemment  itaelfl  He  had  oflbred  areaoln- 
tMO,  in  the  early  part  of  the  eeesiocif  on  the 
nl^eot  of  that  nMdf  bat  it  had  never  been 
repented  on.  He  wanted  to  nt  rid  of  the 
Cnmberland  road  altogether.  Bat  it  was  aud 
that  the  work  oonld  not  go  cat  nnless  Oongreaa 
aobseribed  the  millira ;  eo  that  it  nppeared  that 
the  whde  dependa  on  getting  the  United  States 
by  the  Imod.  They  had  bat  a  few  days  einoe 
panarfl  nmirtit  enonnoaa  tarifl^  which  most  have 
■ome  c&et  on  the  rweone— to  what  extent  he 
£d  not  know;  bnt,  at  any  rate,  it  did  not  aeem 
to  be  the  tlmia  fiw  entering  into  othw  grand 
projects.  Afl  to  the  eanal  stodc  in  the  State  of 
Kew  York,  he  thoagfat  it  belonged  to  the  States 
and  that  there  were  no  atockholder^  wluch 
made  qnito  a  diflbrent  ease  from  this.  He  knew 
no  other  ooi^eration  on  vhieh  it  oonld  he 
•npported,  bnt  the  design  to  keep  np  the  pnb- 
Ko  debt  forever.  That  appeared  to  1)e  the 
object.  There  were  many  reasons  agninst  the 
pngect ;  bat  he  wonld  only  menUon  Pennnl- 
vaala  was  aboat  to  make  another  canal ;  Balti- 
more was  aboat  making  a  railroad  which 
woald  affect  the  same  section  of  coantry  throngh 
which  this  canal  was  to  pass;  so  that  they 
would  interfere  with  the  anMcripUons  to  stock 
in  tUs  ccnnpany,  and  it  wonld  he  a  kmg  time 
befim  snbsolpticHis  private  Individaals  to 
au- great  amoont,  wonld  oe  made^ 

OB  did  not  brieve  In  artifldal  regalations  to 
Und  together  the  different  sections  m  Uie  coan- 
try. Tbey  most  be  bound  tc^ther  by  lore. 
A  dorablepahlio  opinion  cannot  be  bonght.  The 
moment  you  cease  dealing  ont  the  price  for 
this  sentiment,  it  stops.  Good  will  and  a  fel- 
low feeling  most  do  it.  He  was  sorry  to  per- 
ceive that  those  who  formerly  voted  with  blm, 
and  were  able  to  discnss  the  sabjeot^  had,  in 
this  inafMft*^  abandoned  their  ground. 


WxDnsDAT,  JSmj  21. 

Chmipeait  and  OMo  CanoL 

The  hill  was  taken  np,  to  authorize  the  sub- 
aeripUon  to  stock  in  the  Gheeapeake  and  Ohio 
GanaL 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on 
engrossing  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Easoit,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 

Teas. — ^Hema,  Bunard,  Barton,  Batemui,  Bon- 
Ugny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Katoo,  Foot,  Harrison,  Heo- 
drieks,  Johnson  of  Kentacky,  Johnaton  of  Louisiana, 
Kane,  King,  Knight,  XcKinley,  McUne,  HariES, 
Noble,  Bldgely,  BobMas,  Rowaa,  Bogies,  Seymonr. 
BOsbea,  fik^  of  Jfarylaod,  nuHnaaTwebaler,  Wil- 
ky— S9. 


605 

[SDTAn. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chan- 
dlsr,  Cobb,  Diekeieon,  XlBs,  Hajme,  Maooa,  Parria, 
Sanford,  Smith  of  Sonth  Carolina,  TaseweU,  Tyler, 
Tan  Bbiso,  WOBanB^  WooObnry-— 17. 


Duty  on  Winea. 

The  bill  to  redooe  the  daty  on  imported  • 
wines  waa  ttkea  up  in  Oommfttea  of  the 

Whole. 

Mr.  WoonnvsT  observed  that  be  had  made 
some  preparation  to  give  a  fttll  view  of  the  ben- 
efits ukely  to  reenlt  from  a  reviaioaof  thepiee- 
ent  doties  on  winea,  bat  this  was  not  a  period 
of  the  aession  when  sneh  a  view  could  be  nse< 
fat  The  bill  now  before  lu  most  be  taken  as  It 
is,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  rests  be  re- 
ceived withoot  discassion,  or  no  time  will  re- 
main for  any  ohange  wliatever  to  he  made  in 
the  existing  tariff!  He  would  then  merely  stato 
the  materiid  alterations  effected  by  this  bUl^and 
the  probable  effects,  from  its  passage,  on  our 
commerce  and  revenue.  It  reduced  the  duties 
on  Madeira  one-baU^  because  it  was  now  so 
enormons  as  to  bare  destroyed  a  large  portion 
of  a  valuable  commerce  with  that  islaad.  Thia 
was  fblly  developed  in  the  docnmenta  that  had 
been  lud  m  our  tables  thia  aeasion,  but  which 
there  was  not  time  at  perhaps  necemty  now  to 
read.  The  wlnei  of  France  and  GeimaDj  that 
before  paid  the  aame  daty  with  ICaddra,  were 
now  required  to  pay  only  80  cents  per  galloii, 
because  the  qniutaty  <h  that  description  im* 
ported  was  sniall,  and  the  trade  for  th^  most- 
ly a  barter  trade,  highly  advantageous  to  tiiia 
country.  The  daty  on  claret,  In  ceslca,  was 
lowerM  to  10  centa  per  gallon,  hut  still  it  wss 
as  high,  and,  indeed,  higher,  on  the  first  cost  of 
olaret,  than  the  duty  on  Madeira.  This  last 
wine  had  become  almost  a  necessary  of  life  in 
the  sonthem  part  of  our  Union,  and  an  increase 
of  the  use  of  it,  by  a  redaction  of  the  duty, 
wonld  increase  me  exchange  market  fbr  some  of 
our  most  valuable  staples,  sudi  as  cotton,  tobao- 
o,  and  rice.  The  changes  thns  flir  did  not 
differ  voir  essentially  from  tiioae  oootuned  in 
the  UU  wUeh  passed  the  Senate  last  year.  Bnt 
the  next,  and,  in  his  view,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portont  ehanges,  was  in  donbling  the  present 
doty  on  non-^nnmerated  winea.  By  the  pres- 
ent law  it  is  IS  centa  per  gallon;  last  year  18 
oente  was  proposed ;  by  the  bill  before  ua,  80 
oents  per  ^^on.  These  nou-enumerated  winea 
included  something  like  88-40ths  of  the  whole 
importation  of  wines  into  the  United  States  dar- 
ing the  last  three  yeara.  Thos,  in  1625,  tbe 
whole  quantity  was  8,688,840  guloms  of  which 
the  non-enomerated  wines  were  2,078,660  gal- 
lons; in  1829  the  whole  was  8,780.674,  and  the 
non-enumerated  8,047,687;  and  In  1887  the 
whole  8,767,608,  and  the  non-enomerated  S,- 
048,864.  Oentiemen  will  thus  see  that  only  15 
cents  per  gaUoo  has  been  paid  on  aboat  88-40tha 
of  all  tbe  wine  imported  while,  by  flie  pio- 
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posed  bin,  80  cents  per  gsUoa  voold  be  pud. 
TtJs  ohe^iee  will  not  only  prevent  frauds  eana- 
ed  by  bilDging  in  wines  of  nl{^  value  at  a  low 
dnt7,  under  names  not  «inm«ated  in  the  prea- 
ent  tariff,  bnt  wiU  tend  to  equalize  the  dnties 
mneh  nearer  than  thej  now  are,  accord  ing  to 
the  first  cost  of  the  differeDt  kinds  of  wine. 

He  would  say  no  more,  under  the  pressure  of 
business  now  on  our  tables,  except  to  state  that 
the  whole  revenue  on  wines  would  be  increas- 
ed between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand  doU 
lara  hj  Uie  present  bill,  provided  precisely  the 
same  importations  took  place  herea^r,  as  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years,  and  provided  the  oalcn- 
laUon  be  made  on  the  aame  quantity  of  non- 
numerated  vine&  The  revenue  <m  wine  was 
last  year,  $ni,7B0.  Bnt  oompnte  the  duties  on 
the  same  importations  acooraing  to  the  pro- 
posed tarifi^  and  without  altering  the  quantity  of 
nwMnumerated  wines,  and  the  revenne  woold 
be  over  820,000  dollars.  But  under  this  bill, 
doubtlesa,  the  non-enumerated  wines  will  be 
mach  less  in  quantity:  and  yet  the  friends  of 
this  bill  believed  the  whole  importations  would 
be  mneh  augmented  under  its  proviuons,  and 
the  revenne  in  that  way  still  improved.  Con- 
sidering, then,  the  probable  benefits  to  agricul- 
ture, navigation,  and  revenue,  fhim  the  proposed 
changes,  and  that  it  was  now  too  late  for  any 
amendment  to  be  Mfely  made,  he  trusted  the  bill 
would  meet  with  Uttle  or  no  opposition. 

Mr.  Ghakdub  ssid,  that  the  Moate  had  with- 
in a  few  days  passed  a  bUl  increa^ig  the  duties 
on  articles  of  necessity.  As  this  was  an  article 
of  luxury,  and  was  chiefiv  used  by  tiie  rich,  he 
was  opposed  to  taking  off  the  duties,  either  on 
non-enumerated  or  on  any  description  of  wines. 
He  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question; 
which  being  taken,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  by  the  following  vote: 

Teas.  —  Vessrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  BooUgny, 
Branch,  Cbunben,  Cobb,  Eaton,  ElUs,  Foot,  Har* 
rison,  Hayne,  Johnston  of  Loulnana,  Kane,  McLane, 
ICacon,  Ridgely,  Bobbins,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Uarj- 
laad,  TaieweU,  T]^,  Van  Bnen,  Webster,  WU- 
Buns,  Woodbny-^U. 

Nats. — JfeasiSL  Chandler,  Chase,  IXcketson, 
Knight.  Ma^  Noble,  Parris,  Rugg^  Seymoor, 
WUlej-IO. 

OJieeo/Mc^.  OetunUtrnd  Brevet  Sank. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Habbuox,  the  bill  from  the 
other  House,  to  abdish  the  offlioe  of  U^or  Gen- 
eral in  the  Army  of  the  United  States^  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Haxbuoit  o^red  an  amendmwit,  in  aub- 
atanoe,  to  abolish  brevet  rank. 
Mr.  'Wbbsrb  said  he  was  disposed  to  vote 

f^nst  the  amendment  under  any  drcumstanoe. 
tthin  three  days  of  the  doee  of  the  session,  it 
seemed  improper  to  insert  new  matter  in  a  bill 
from  the  House,  which  they  had  not  time  to  act 
npon.  He  saw  no  differenee  between  sending  a 
sew  bill  to  the  House,  and  sending,  as  an 
amendment  to  a  bill,  a  subject  which  was  en- 
tirely new  to  them.  Tha  rnla  waa  adt^ted, 


that  no  new  bill  should  be  acted  upon  daring 
this  period,  to  prevent  hurried  l^idation.  Bat 
this  mode  would  be  an  evarion  of  that  rule. 
He  was  not  informed  npon  the  snbjeet,  and  did 
not  understand  it  snlBdently  to  aetsatisfactwity 
to  himself. 

Mr.  Habbdoit  witiidrew  his  motloii  to 

amend. 

The  question  occurred  on  ord«ing  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading,  which  was  dedded  by 

Teas.— Hemn.  Branch  JThaodler,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hayne,  UcLane,  Mairon, 
Noble,  Paifis,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Smith  of  South  Cap' 
oliaa,  Tasewell,  Tyler,  Van  Bnrea,  WnUams,  Wood* 
ban — sa 

Natb. — If  esnrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Bate> 
man,  BooUgny,  Chase,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  John- 
ston of  Lou.,  Knight,  UcKinley,  Mmriu,  Bidgdv, 
Bobbins,  Bugglea,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  fimilh  of  Mary- 

hutd,  ThomaaTwebiter— 20w 

So  the  bill  waa  lost. 


BATimDAT,  May  £4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DicnssoH  the  joint  reso- 
lution from  the  other  House,  relative  to  the 
printing  of  the  two  Houses,  was  conradered. 

The  ol^ect  of  the  resolntion  was  explained 
by  Mr.  DiOKSBsoN  to  be  to  economize  apace  and 
expense.  As  the  printing  waa  now  executed, 
a  whole  page  was  taken  up  in  the  tiUe,  and 
ttie  documents  had  otherwise  much  blank 
space,  which  it  was  the  object  of  this  resolntion 
to  save.  The  printing  of  the  yeaa  and  navs  in 
sm^  letter,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  Jocd- 
ments  in  consecutive  order,  would  contribute 
very  essentially  to  this  olfject,  etc.  By  correct- 
ing this  mode  of  nrraugemeuL  they  would  be 
rendered  more  acceuible,  besides  saving  a  con- 
siderable annual  expenditure. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Suppremion  <tf  the  Slace  IVadd. 

The  bUl  for  the  suppressitnof  the  dave  trade 

was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hatxx  remarked,  that  he  had  yeaterd^ 
addressed  himself  to  those  gentlemen  who  had 
charge  of  this  bill,  for  innmnation  as  to  tlie 
large  appropriation  in  the  first  section,  of  80,000 
doUars.  That  information  he  had  DOtreodred, 
and  he  now  asked  it  again. 

Mr.  EiNO  said,  that  this  snm  had  been  fixed 
upon,  after  a  full  investigation,  by  the  OooEunit- 
tee  <u  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  other  Hooaa. 
On  inquiry,  he  had  hevd,  that  the  sura  waa 
much  larger  as  first  propoaed;  but  that  the 
committee  had  cnt  it  down;  and,  ntita  prcssBt 
amount,  was  not  snffident  to  aeod  out  those 
alavea  already  in  the  conntry.  Ha  trasted  that 
no  gentleman  would  require  an  exact  eslimsH 
of  the  expensea  to  occur  nndw  thia  ^ipro|»ia- 
tion;  because  it  could  not  be  given,  as  they 
must  depend  on  unforeseen  droumstanccsL  Tbt 
items  could  not  be  anticipated,  and  the  oMomit* 
tee  took  the  gross  amount,  and  made  the  ap- 
propriationtoooverit.-  TUa  waatbenuvmal 
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{ffaotioa,  and  was  peifeotlj  pn^,  m,  if  the 
exMnditor*  wu  otw  the  amoutU  pnOf  the 
oti|eate  ooold  onlj  b«  eineotad  w  ftr  as  it 
mnt;  ind  if  bdow,  it  vonid  nmain  in  the 
Tnmmjf  to  be  Kpjmi  to  the  next  year's  tp- 
pnpriatioii.  The  money  oonld  not  be  ^plied 
to  other  objei^;  beoonee  proper  and  legitimate 
ptirpoeea  wooid  absorb  it.  If  gentlemen  didik- 
ed  the  principle  on  vbioh  this  proton  ma 
made,  the  repeal  of  the  eeneral  lav  wodd  meet 
their  object  Bat  he  thought  this  bill  should 
not  be  obstnicted.  The  proton  on  the  sec- 
ond Mctioa  ibr  the  Marahal  of  Alabama,  was 
foonded  on  a  Just  claim.  He  had  acted  under 
the  general  law,  and  he  ootddnot  obt^n  ez- 
poisea  which  he  had  inoaired  under  that  law, 
imle«bj the  bill.  HehopedUiatnool^eetionto 
flM  gaoeral  law  would  stop  the  progress  of  this 
measore^ 

Ifr.  CuxDUB  asked  whether  a  lepwt  Iiad 
been  receiTed  of  the  mode  in  which  ue  ezpen- 
diture  for  this  otjeot  had  fimnerij  been  made  I 

Hr.  Enro  add,  tiiat  an  aocouit  of  ereiy  item 
had  been  rendered.  He  knew  that  a  certain 
■am  had  been  applied  to  the  Ooloi^zataon  Sodety, 
which  was  oonsidered  an  im[ffoper  appropria- 
tim;  but  that  ought  not  to  opente  on  the  pae- 
■age  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  HATn  did  not  xise  to  <^^>ose  the 
peasage  of  this  bill,  but  to  protest  againat  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  brought  before 
tihe  Senateu  It  had  been  presented  here  with 
no  paper,  with  no  document,  with  no  estimate. 
Iliey  bad  no  e^dence  to  go  npon.  This  was 
what  he  otfjeeted  to.  He  low  w  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  waa  not  a  member  of  the 
omnnuttee  to  which  it  waa  lefeniblB;  but  he 
had  endeavored,  without  muob  sncoess,  to  ob- 
tain  information.  Mr.  H.  had  no  doubt  that 
die  daim  of  the  lUrshal  of  Alabama  msa  Just 
one;  bnt  be  oljected  altogether  to  the  method 
of  introduoiog  the  psTment  of  an  indlTidual 
daim  into  a  bill  nominally  to  sappress  the  slave 
trade.  This  amalgamation  of  oljeotflembarraas- 
ed  btm  extremely.  He  most  vote  for  the  bill, 
or  he  should  dd  to  deprive  the  Marshal  of  Ala- 
bama of  a  compensation  to  which  he  was  justly 
entided.  He  repeated  his  oltjeetion  to  this 
mode  of  legidation,  and  sud  he  should  Tote  for 
thiat»U;  but,  sud  he,  if  I  live  to  come  bask  to 
the  Senate  next  year,  I  pledge  myself  to  take 
meaBorea  to  obtain  a  most  rigid  examination  ot 
the  manner  In  which  the  expenditure  has  been 
made. 

Mr.  MAOtnr  moved  to  strike  out  liie  first  leo- 
tioa,  providing  $8(^000  to  restore  negroes  to  the 
coast  of  AfKca. 

Mr.  Ohucbxbb  sdd,  that  the  q>propriatioa 
waa  absolutely  necessary  to  cany  into  effect  the 
oliject  of  the  law.  Hie  gentleman  from  Alabama 
had  stated  correctly  the  diffiojilty  in  making  out 
the  estimates  for  purposes  whidi  must  be  con- 
tingent, from  their  very  nature.  It  was  not  a 
case  where  cost  and  chai^  ooold  be  computed 
at  the  outset.  The  sum  pointed  out  by  reasonar 
ble  probaUlily,  bad  been  fixed  upon,  and  that 


[Snum 

had  been  cut  down  hi  the  other  House.  As  to 
thedaimaof  the  Marshall  Alabama,  thepledge 
of  the  Gomnment  had  been  oontraeted  to  ytar 
the  expenses  which  he  had  inomred.  Heht^ea 
the  bUI  would  pus. 

The  question  bdng  thn  pot  on  the  motiu 
of  Mr.  Maoon,  it  was  rcjeotoo,  and  the  bill  was 
CM:dmd  to  a  third  reading; 

Miami  OcmaL 

Mr.  Ruooua  mored  that  the  Senate  take  up 
the  bill  to  aid  the  State  of  Ohio  to  make  the 
Miami  Oanal  fr«n  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  GoBB  opposed  it,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  not  time  for  discosdonnpon  a  sabjeot 
so  important  Ooogress  had  dready  given 
17S,000  dollars  this  year  for  roads  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  BnooLSB  said,  that  the  objection  did  not 
come  with  a  good  graoe,  from  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  who  had  consumed  much  time 
during  the  last  week.  He  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
long debate,  and  was  willing  to  take  the  vote  at 
onoe  spon  Uie  UlL 

Mr.  Ooen  sdd,  that  the  gentleman  fimn  Cttdo 
had  found  out  uiat  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  ooca{ued 
much  time  during  the  week,  and  he  deaerred  a 
leather  medal  for  the  discovery.  In  the  discus 
don  of  the  cand  bills  he  occupied  no  more  time 
than  his  duty  made  incombent  upon  him.  If 
the  gentleman  alluded  to  the  Execntive  badness 
of  the  week,  he  (Mr.  O.)  had  certainly  not  con- 
samed  much  time  in  debate  in  secret  session. 
He  repeated  hia  objections  to  taking  np  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Ohasdlxb  said  it  was  too  late  to  ta^e  up  a 
bill  of  so  much  importance,  and  which  contem- 
plated a  large  fpSt  of  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  HuioBov  add  that,  if  the  gentleman 
wonld  take  the  tronUe  to  examine  the  UIl,  he 
woold  find  that  the  pft  ^  land  was  to  the 
United  State&and  would  make  their  lands  In 
the  State  of  (Mo  mnch  more  rdnable.  The 
bill  waa  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1^ 

TxAB.— Measrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Ben- 
ton, Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison, 
Hendricks,  Johnston  of  Louisiaos,  KcKinlev,  Harks, 
Noble,  Ridgely,  Robbins,  Rowan,  R^^le^  Seymour, 
Klsbee,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Thomas,  Willey,  Wilr 
Bams — 24, 

Nats.— ICessrs.  Branoh,  Chandler,  Cobb,  IKcker- 
■OQ,  ISUs,  Hayne,  Kni^t,  HeLane,  Macon,  SanfiKd, 
Tasewdl,  Tyler,  Tan  Buren,  Woodbucy— 14. 


MoKDAT,  May  20. 

Olote  of  the  Smion. 

TSr.  WooDBTTBT  moved  that  a  message  be 
sent  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
inform  him  that  the  Senate  had  concluded  its 
budness,  and  to  asoertdn  whether  he  had  any 
farther  cmnmnnioatioa  to  make;  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Maoon  moved  that  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  HoQse  of  Representatives,  to  convey  the 
same  information;  which  was  agreed  to. 
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Meem.  Maoox  and  WoosBtsr  were  then 
appi^ted  a  committee  to       vpon  tin  Flnd- 

Ji^oumment. 

A  mesK^  was  reodred  from  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes,  inrorming  that  tii^  bad  ai>- 
potnted  Uessrs.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  and  Digtsb* 
BON,  of  Kew  Yorkf  as  a  Joiat  Oommittee,  on 
the  part  of  the  Botue^  to  wait  on  the  Preaideat 


{Mat,  m 

of  the  United  States  and  Infoim  him  tbt 
Oongrew  vai  no  v  nur  to  a^oarn. 

The  committee  on  the  wt  of  the  Seuto 
then  Jdned  that  from  the  Booee,  and  waittd 
on  the  President,  and,  ahorUy  after,  Mr.  Miooi^ 
from  the  Jdnt  oommittee,  reported  that  tbe 
Preudent  had  inBtnicted  tiiem  to  infCTm  (Iw 
Senate,  that  he  bad  no  farther  ocmmnmieitHis 
to  make  to  OoDsress. 

The  Senate  ac^onmed,  mm  dis. 
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TWMTIETH  C0H6RESS.-FIIIST  SESSION. 


FBOOEBDINOS  AND  DEBATES 
THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.* 


HoKDAT,  Becember  8, 1837. 

Hie  How  was  called  to  order  bj  Matfbxw 
Bt.  Club  Clauol  Olerk  oTtbe  Hoase,  predse- 
^  »t  twelve  o^dooK,  and  the  Bt^  of  the  Houae 
being  called  over  by  Statea,  it  appeared  that 
tiien  were  present  tvro  boodred  aoa  sevea  Mem' 
beri,  oat  of  two  hundred  sod  thirteen,  and 
twudel^tesfromTerritoriei}:  Wherenpon,  the 
Home  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Spbakkb. 

Ifr.  8fugtix  and  Mr.  Hatheb  bebig  named 
Telters,  reported  the  foUowing  as  the  reault  of 
the  baQotiag : 

For  AxDBXT  STKmaoa,  of  Yiwinia,  104 
For  Jou  W.  Tatuib,  of  If  ev  York,  94 
For  P.  P.  BAaaouK,  of  Vir^nia,  -  4 
Scattering  Totea^  -         -  8 

Akdbkw  SnnBSOBT,  of  Virginia,  having  re- 
tired a  m^oritT-  of  the  whole  Dumber  <tf  f^ateB, 
n>  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 


•LIST  or  UEMBSBB  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  BEPBE- 
SENTATITES. 

iMiA-Joha  Aodenon,  BamnBl  Bntnun,  Bnftu  Itolo* 
fltti  jHodUt  0%l«ii,  JaiBM  W.  Blphr,  Fgl0g  Bpn«tu, 

A>iV*Mr«— DsTld  Strkw,  Jr^  lehabod  ButMt. 
Tttu  Brown,  Joa^  HMl*f,  Jouthui  Arref,  UtouiM 

WlitppleiJi. 

TimiMt— BeiOunIn  Swift,  Daniel  A.  A.  Bnok,  Joaatban 
BuvSoDln  C.  Uallarr,  Omtb*  E.  Wal«a. 

MiiMHlMiiffi.  aaaiBtl  0.  ABan,  Jobn  Bdler,  luao  0. 
^  B.  T.  CrownliMUdd,  J<dui  Davia,  Heair  W.  Dwight, 

U«iM  ET«Ntt,  Baqfamln  Oorliam,  Hodgea,  Jeba 

Jobn  Baed,  Joaaph  BiehanUoB,  John  Taramn. 

JUo4«7rfaitd.— Trtetnun  Bargas,  Duteo  J.  PloreeL 

Q»M«««it— John  Baldwin,  Noyea  B«ber,  Bdph  J.  la- 
Cvmi,  Oniige  Uenrin,  Ellaha  Phelpa,  David  Plut. 

^'tu  Tori:,— Daniel  ]).  BarDud,  Qeorg«  O.  Beldan,  Bn- 
Uph  BawMr,  a  a  CambrelanB,  Samuel  Cbaaa.  Jolio  C 
Clvk.  J^B  D.  DWOnaMi,  Jonaa  EaiU,  Jr^  Daniel  0.  Oarn- 
Sathantd  Gamw,  Jttlta  L  Da  Ota^  John  Halloafa,  Jr.. 
B*1U  B.  HobMa.  KarUa  HoOnaB,  JawDu  Johnaon,  Blehud 
beat,  H«orr  Hcuy  G  Huttadria,  Dndlar  IteTfaH 

Vol,  IX.— 80 


On  belnfl  omdnoted  to  Ibe  Chair,  tb« 
SnAXKB  aduvflsed  th«  Home  In  the  f^^wing 
terma: 

"OBXTuomr:  In  aooepdng  the  diattngidriied 
honor  which  70U  bare  been  pteaied  to  eonm  ttpoo 
tae,  I  am  penetrated  with  feelings  of  imfiNmd 
spect,  and  the  deepest  giatitnde,  and  I  recrive  It 
Bfl  the  most  flattnlng  tMumonj  of  joor  confidence 
and  faTor.  The  <rfBee  of  ^[leaker  of  this  House  has 
been  justly  oonridered  one  of  high  and  exalted  obai^ 
aeter—araoons,  in  relation  totM  tbilidaa  neeaaiaty 
to  its  ezeontion,  and  asTerely  onwodble  and  laboi^ 
ious.  Its  honor  is  to  be  meaJned  by  no  or^nary 
standard  of  Tslne.  The  in^Tidoal,  therefore,  who 
shall  £11  this  chsir  to  his  own  repatation,  and  the 
adTADtage  of  the  House,  must  be  distingnisbed  alike 
\ij  knowledge,  integrity,  and  dUigenee;  he  should 
poMeas  an  impartiuty  wUidi  ssenrea  oonfldenee; 
a  dignity  that  cmnmandsxeqieet;  and  a  temper  and 
alUulitythatdiaannaoontention.  IVomUa general 
eharaeter  and  pataonal  qoaUtlaa,  he  moit  derive  n 


John  Uagae,  John  Uajmard,  Thomaa  J,  OaUaf,  B.Tan  Baa^ 
aalaer,  Hanrf  &  Btom,  Jamaa  Strong,  Jobn  O.  Stowa^ 
John  W.  Tajrlor,  PUneaa  L.  Traqr,  GoUan  G  Tuplandb 
Annn  Ward,  John  9.  Too^  Bilas  Wood,  David  Voodeo^ 
Ulaa  Wil^t,  Jr. 

JTaia  /araay.— Lawla  CoaAot,  Ownfa  Holaanfeab  baas 
Planon,  Samnel  Swan,  Hodga  IlioiBpaOB,  Ebaaanr  TUkaft 

iMiMMWA— Kanaoj-  Johoa,  Jr. 

i>mfHlrfnMUa.— ViUiam  Addama,  Samoal  Andanon,  Bte> 
phan  Barlow,  Jamaa  Bnebanan,  Bldiard  Gonltar.  Oiaaaoaj 
Forward,  Joaeph  Frer,  Jr.,  laaoa  Graaa,  Samnd  D.  i»gfcT*t 
Qaoiga  Kramer,  Adam  Xlag;  Joaaidi  Lawraneat  DaaM  JL 
Miner,  Cbailaa  Hinar.  John  Hitoliell,  Bamnel  VoKaa^ 
Bobart  Oir,  Jr^  WOlltm  Bamaef,  JiAa  Baigaaal;  Jamas  8. 
Btephenaon,  John  B.  BUtlgarc^  Andraw  Stewart,  J00I  B. 
Sntherland,  Eapj  Tan  Home,  Jamca  Wilaon,  Ooorga  Wolf. 

jrarylaiMl.--John  Bamay,  Clement  Doreer,  Lavln  Gale, 
J<^  Laada  Kenr,  Petar  UtUa,  Hlehaal  C.  Sprlgg,  0.  G  WocO* 
Ington,  John  G  Weema,  Epbialm  K.  Wllaon. 

PlfVMo^Bobeit  ABu,  Hark  Alexander,  William  8, 
Areher,  WUUam  Armatroag,  Jeha  Bi  Bazboar,  PUUp  P, 
Bai1>oiir,BafwenBanatt,ThMnasHawto^J<dm  Baadolp^ 
WlUam  G  Um,  Jeha  Boaas,  Hatt.  H.  Oalbomab  Tkoaaa 
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powsr  thftt  vin  gire  force  to  Ub  interpoiitioiii,  and 
procure  reipect  for  his  declaiotu.  He  must  cod- 
ciliate  the  esteem  of  tlw  enlightened  body  over 
whom  he  prcsideo. 

**Tbeie,  geDtlemen,  are  aome  of  the  lea^g 
qnilificationa  necesnry  for  tUs  udnoiu  ttttlon.  I 
eert^nly  do  not  jMflBees  them.  I  know  mj  own  Id- 
abUitj  too  well  to  beliere  that  I  ahall  be  enabled  to 
meet  the  expectations  of  my  friends,  or  discharge 
the  high  trust  reposed  in  me,  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  its  dignity  and  importance.  Bringing  with  me 
botUttle  Knowledge  or  experience,  I  snail,  no  donbt, 
often  err,  and  stand  in  need  of  your  utmost  forbear- 
•nee.  Let  me  hope,  on  such  occuMona,  you  will  scan 
wj  oonduct  with  candor  and  liberality,  and  extend 
towards  me  the  same  kind  indulgence  which  has 
heretofore  characterised  your  conduct  to  the  Chair. 
jUI  that  I  can  promise,  will  be  a  devotion  of  my 
time  to  your  service,  and  an  independent  discharge 
of  my  duties  in  a  plain  and  maoly  way.  Hy  grati- 
tode  for  a  dtstinotioii  so  Itttle  meritedl  shall  stimV' 
We  me  to  ntpplyt  by  diligence  and  apimcation,  what 
I  want  In  knowledge  end  ability ;  and,  however  I 
may  fail  in  other  respects,  I  shall  endeavor,  at  least, 
to  entitle  myself  to  the  sulTrages  of  seal  and  impar- 
tiality. 

**I  need  not  admonish  yon,  gentlemen,  of  the 
nagidtnde  of  yonr  trust,  nor  say  any  thing  an  to  the 
mnner  in  wmdi  it  ought  to  be  ^scharged.  We 
must  aU  be  teosible,  that,  in  the  deUbmtioDS  and 
prooeedings  ni  this  House,  the  oharaeter  and  per- 
manent interests  of  our  common  country  are  deeply 
Involved.  It  was  in  the  oiganisation  and  parity  of 
this  branch  of  the  National  Government,  (endeared 
to  their  warmest  a&ctloua,)  that  our  fkthers  believed 
they  had  provided  Ae  best  security  for  the  princi- 
{dea  of  free  Oovemflent,  and  the  liberty  and  happi- 
ness  of  the  people.  Tirtnons,  enlightoned,  and  pa- 
triotlo,  this  House  may  jusUy  be  n^arded  as  the 
dtadel  of  American  liberty. 

"Animated,  then,  by  avirtoons  and  enlightoned 
leal,  let  us  endeavor  to  reaUte  thejnst  expectations 
of  onr  constitnenti;  and  let  our  proceedings  be 
chanoteriaed  by  a  cool  and  deliberato  exertion  of 
the  talents,  forntode,  and  patriotism  of  the  House, 

tiu  surest  and  best  means  of  snstdniug  the  honor, 
and  promoting  the  wel&re  and  hapi^ieBS  of  onr  be* 
loved  country. 


The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  ctf  the 
United  States  was  then  admiDistered  by  ICr. 
Newton,  (the  father  ot  the  Hoase^)  to  tiie 
SpKAEBB,  sod  then  by  tbe  Sfbaxxk,  BnooeoriTe- 
ly  to  all  the  Members  frun  the  aeroal  Ststaa. 

On  motion,  it  was 

tSMaalved,  unanimovily.  That  HArmw  8r.  (Xan 
CuBU,  Cleric  to  the  lale  House  of  BepreMntatives, 
be  appointed  (^rk  to  this  House :  and  that  iowt 
Oswald  Dum  be  appointed  Sergeattt-at-arms  to 
this  Home;  that  Bsxjaiur  Bokch  be  appcMoled 
principal  Doorkeeper,  and  Otxbioh  Gark,  Aiwiitairt 
Doorkeeper  to  tbe  same. 

A  message  was  reoured  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  LowKDB,  their  Secretary,  acqosinting  the 
Hoose  that  a  qaonim  had  been  formed,  and 
tbM  tiie  Sttiate  was  ready  to  inmwed  to 
nesi. 

A  oommittes  was  then  appointed^  ocmristiag 
of  Hessrs.  Van  Bsztbsilakb  and  Etxbrt,  to 
jc^  the  committee  which  had  been  appointed 
on  the  part  of  tiie  Senate,  to  wait  oa  the 
Prerident  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  Urn 
that  qnomms  of  tbe  two  Honsea  have  aBsem- 
bled,  and  that  Oongreas  are  ready  to  reonvv 
any  cotnmnploatioos  he  may  be  pleaied  to 
make. 

The  duly  hour  to 'which  the  Honse  shall 
stand  a^oamed,  was  fixed  at  twdve  o'ok»efc,  M. 


Dmnport,  John  Floyd,  Imm  Le filer,  Lewia  HbxwoH, 
OfeariM  F.  Hwaer,  WnUam  KoOor.  Aluandn  Bmyth,  Ab- 
dmr  StmMOB,  Jobs  TiUIaferro,  Jsmes  TresranL 

iTwA  OB(WMm(^W0Ub  AlrtoB,  DanUl  L.Bant^,  Joha 
H.  Bryaa,  Bsmwl  P.  OuMia,  Hauy  W.  Ooaner,  John  Ool- 
p«I9er,  TliomH  HsU,  OaMel  Holmst,  John  Long,  Lemuel 
flawyar,  A.  H.  Shepherd,  Dulel  Tnmar,  Lewis  WHlIsmi. 

iSMitt  OsroUno.— John  Outer,  Wuren  B.  DAVte,  WUUam 
Drayton,  Juom  Hsmllton,  Jr.,  0«orga  HcDnffle,  WlUUm  D. 
Hutla,TliomM  B.  Ultahetl,  WUUsm  T.  Hvckolta,  Btsrilnc 
Taeker. 

0SNVtov— John  Floyd,  TomUntoit  Fort,  Ohailea  B. 
HsyiMS,  0*0.  B.  GUmer,  WUeoa  LnmUn,  WUey  ThompM», 
(OMvaenur.] 

Anteflty.— Bldwd  A.  Bvekser,  Jhiim  CImrk,  Henry 
Daniel,  JoHph  Leoompte,  Bobert  P.  Letcher,  Chltteadea 
Lyon,  Thonus  UeteaUb,  Bobert  HeHatton,  Thommi  P. 
ICoore,  Chules  A.  WleUiffs,  Joel  TaDeey.~-[Oiia  vaouiey.] 

AiMMMM.— John  Ball,  Joha  Blair,  David  Crockett,  Bobect 
Seaba,  Jaeob  0.  baadn^  Piyer  Laa,  Joha  H.  UmUs)  Jams 
a  HUehall,  Janas  K.  PoDl 


TuuDAT,  Deoemb«'  4^ 

Hr.  Van  Rbhbseubb,  from  the  oonunittee 
appointed  to  wut  on  the  Preudent  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed States,  reported  that  they  had  performed 
that  daty,  and  had  reod?ed  fat  aannr  that 
the  FrenMDt  wonld  make  a  oommnnioatiaii  to 
than,  in  writing,  at  twelve  o'clock  tids  dsy. 

Ur.  Jomr  Adaub,  the  Prirate  Semetary  ei  tba 
Prerident  of  the  United  States,  soon  after  came 
in  with  the  Ueasage.  (See  Boiate  Prooeed- 
ings, page  467.)  The  Kesssge  was  read,  and 
rraeired  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wliole  on  the 
state   of  the  Union.     6,000   extra  oopies 


OUa —Mordooal  Bartley,  PhllemoD  Boeeher,  WOHan 
Crelghton,  Jr^  John  Davenport,  Jamoa  FIndlay,  William 
UcLeaa,  WUUam  Busall,  John  Sloaoa,  William  StnatMp 
Joaepb  TaBO^Samnd  F. Tlaton, BUate  mittkaer. Jaka 
Wood^  John  G.  Wif^t 

XoKMofMk— VUllara  I..  Brest,  Haacy  H.  flailay,  Sdw«4 
LiTlngifam. 

/fMUoiMi.— ThoiitaaH:Blak«,JoBathaBJ«aalBn<M«arK 

Bmlth. 

JfiwMnpf.— WniUm  Hala^ 
lUinoU.—Joteph  Duncan. 

AWofflA,— Oabilal  P.  Uoon^  Joha  H^a^  0«ifa  W. 
Owen. 

JdMewl-^wud  Bafaa 


DBLXaATE& 


Jr JwuM  ghfllflty.— [Taeaat] 
JfM^  2tor«wy^«a(ta  S.  Wia» 
nm^imnnPoitf.  Juaajh M. Wiaia 
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[H.  or  B. 


thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  House. 


WSDmsDAT,  DeoMober  6. 
Tkt  lots  Mr.  Yortng. 
Mr.  WiOKUira  rose,  end  addreased  tbe  Chair 
u  fdlowa : 

Ur.  Spbaku:  I  have  risen  to  propose  the 
reeolntioD  which  I  h(dd  in  my  hand,  as  a  testi* 
maa.y  of  respect  doe  to  my  deceased  frieod  and 
ooDeagDe.  It  ma;'  be  expected  of  me  that  I 
ihoold  say  somethiog  in  rafereooe  to  the  char- 
aeter  of  the  man  for  whose  memorr  I  ask  of 
this  Hoase  an  expression  of  their  respect.  To 
those  with  whom  he  was  associated  for  the  last 
two  jeHBi  «s  a  member  of  Oongresa,  no  com- 
nwadatton  fhnn  me  can  be  neoeasary.  It 
was  in  the  walks  of  private  lift  I  hare  kaown 
him  loDgeet  and  best,  and  it  waa  Oiere  hia 
Tirtnea  and  osefalness  were  most  ooosidcnoas. 
I  move  Toa  that  tbe  Hooie  eome  to  the  follow- 
ing resoiDtioo. 

Mr.  W.  then  presented  a  reaolntion  for  wear- 
ing the  monming  asoal  on  snch  occasionB,  in 
testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
late  William  S.  Yonng;  which  waaananimoiia- 
ly  agreed  to. 

TaimsDaT,  Deoembw  18. 

Batik  of  ths  United  8taU$. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Bakbouh  submitted  the  following 
reaolation : 

RnolMd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Keans 
be  initmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
iUOn^  by  law  for  the  sale  of  that  portion  of  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  which  Is  held 
1^  the  OorernmeDt  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
qiplieatiiuis  of  the  proceeds  thereof  to  tbe  payment 
flf  the  pnblie  debt. 

Tn  offering  this  resolntion,  Ur.  B.  add,  he 
wished  to  accompany  it  with  a  few  remarks, 
not  with  any  intention  of  now  discnsslng  the 
merits  of  the  measure  it  proposed,  but  chiefly 
with  the  view  of  drawing  to  it  the  attention 
of  the  Hooae,  and  especially  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Heana,  to  which  the  resolution 
must  be  referred.  The  House  were  aware  that 
the  Government  holds  at  this  time  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of  sev- 
cn  millions  of  dollars,  which  8to(^  was  at  present 
worth  in  market  aboot  per  cent,  advance 
ibove  its  par  nine.  If  the  whole  of  this  stock 
■honld  now  be  sold  by  the  Government,  it  would 
aet  a  profit  of  one  million  and  six  hundred 
thooaand  dollars  above  the  nominal  amount  of 
the  stock.  Such  being  the  case,  he  thought 
it  deserved  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
House,  whether  it  would  not  be  a  prudent  and 
prroer  measure  now  to  sell  out  that  stock.  It 
had  been  asid,  Mr.  B.  observed,  by  one  of  the 
best  writers  on  political  economy  with  whom 
he  was  accmainted,  that  the  pecuniary  affairs 
of  ntfiona  bore  a  dose  analogy  to  those  of 


private  housdiolds — In  both,  their  prosperity 
m^uly  depended  on  a  ^gilant  and  efiective 
management  of  their  resources.  There  is,  said 
Mr.  B.,  an  amount  of  between  seventeen  and 
eighteen  millions  of  the  stock  of  the  tlnited 
States  now  redeemable,  and  an  amount  of  nine 
millions  morej  which  will  he  redeemable  next 
year.  If  the  interest  paid  by  the  United  Btatea 
on  this  debt  is  compared  with  the  dividend  it 
receives  on  its  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  will  be  found  that  a  small  advantage 
would  be  g^ed  by  the  sale  of  the  latter  m 
this  respect ;  since  the  dividends  on  bank  stock 
are  received  semi-annually,  while  the  interest 
on  United  States  seeurities  is  paid  quarterly ; 
this,  however,  he  waived  as  a  matter  of  oom- 
paratively  small  UKnnent.  It  must  be  obrioo^ 
he  said,  that  the  addition  of  one  million  riz 
hundred  thousand  dcdlara  to  the  avtdlable  fdnda 
of  the  United  States  will  produce  the  extin- 
guishment of  an  equivalent  amount  of  tlw  public 
debt,  and  conseqnentlT  relieve  the  interest  pay- 
able thereon,  by  whioh  a  saving  would  accrue 
of  abont  one  hundred  thonaaud  dollars  per 
annum. 

The  reecdutlon  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Thubsdat,  Decembu'  80. 

BMk^  Mi  UML  Stmtm, 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbous,  of  'Virginia  moved  tlw 
consideration  of  the  following  resolution,  offer- 
ed by  him  some  days  iluoe,  and  now  Mng  <mi 
the  table: 

"  Itttolvedt  lliat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Heana  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expetQeney 
of  providing  by  law  for  tbe  sale  of  that  porUon  of 
the  etook  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  which  Is 
held  by  tb«  Qovemmoit  of  the  United  States,  and 
tbe  appUcadoB  of  Um  proceeds  thereof  to  the  pay- 
Bunt  of  the  pnblie  debt." 

The  motiMi  prevailed. 

"ib.  BasBOUB  s^d,  that,  at  the  time  he  had 
had  the  honor  of  presenting  this  resolntjon  to 
the  House,  he  had  aooompaaied  it  by  scmw 
general  remarks,  intended  only  to  convey  an 
outline  of  those  views  in  which  the  resolution 
was  founded.  Having  since  understood  that 
it  waa  desired,  by  many  gentiemen,  that  the 

rolicy  of  the  measure  it  recommended  should 
e  discussed  withont  delay,  and  presuming  that 
the  opinion  which  the  House  m^ht  express  at 
this  stage  of  its  consideration,  was  to  he  re- 
ceived as  decisive  of  its  future  destiny,  it  was 
his  purpose  now  to  go  somewhat  more  at  large 
into  the  reasons  whidi  had  kiduced  him  to 
ofibr  this  proposition  for  oonMdention.  But 
before  he  presented  these  views,  he  wonld  take 
leave  to  make  one  or  two  pasring  remarks, 
which  he  owed  in  Justioe  to  himself.  He  had 
heard  it  pretty  clearly  intimated,  since  the 
presentation  of  this  resolution — nay,  he  had 
seen  it  so  intimated — ^that  this  might  possibly 
be  what  was  denominated  a  measure  of  the 
opposition  in  this  House.    8<Nne  aoAigvm 
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voices  had  reached  his  ear,  which  seemed  to 
Imply  that,  in  brining  forward  this  propor- 
tion, he  had  been  mflaenoed  by  some  motiTe, 
utd  had  cherished  some  purpose,  other  than 
those  which  had  been  avowed:  and  that  the 
measnre  he  advocated,  was  Itself  the  resnit  of 
concert,  and  of  an  nnderstanding  among  those 
who  were  denominated  the  opposition  mem- 
bers. It  was  bat  an  act  of  sheer  Justice  to 
himself  to  declare,  that,  while  on  every  proper 
occasion,  in  relation  to  measures  which  might 
be  viewed  as  affecting  what  were  called  pf^y 
nolitics,  he  sbonld  openly,  franUy,  and  fear- 
lessly, express  the  opiaiona  which  he  really 
entertained,  and  should,  as  openly,  as  frankly, 
and  as  fearlessly,  pursue  his  convictions,  whether 
they  di4  or  did  not  ooindde  witti  those  of 
othon.  It  never  had  been  a  part  of  his  char- 
acter, or  his  course,  and  it  never  ahonld  be,  to 
approadi  any  object  he  had  in  view  by  in- 
diriection ;  his  motives  he  wonld  openly  avow ; 
the  opinions  he  held  he  wonld  frankly  express; 
what  he  did  he  would  ever  do  in  open  day ; 
he  trusted  he  never  should  learn,  as  he  had 
not  hitherto  learned,  the  by-paths  of  either 
moral  or  political  obliquity.  He  disd^ned  to 
be  influenced  by  considerations  which  he  was 
ashamed  to  avow.  He  despised  the  idea  of 
getting  at  the  object  he  might  have  in  view,  in 
any  way  but  by  meeting  it  in  the  face,  and 
stating  his  opinions  or  itis  purpose  Just  as  it 
really  was.  Uudcr  the  influence  of  such  feel- 
ings, he  now  utterly  and  poritively  disdidmed 
any  such  motive,  purpose,  concert,  or  undor- 
etanding,  as  that  wbich  had  hwn  attributed  to 
him.  So  fkt  was  he  from  this,  that,  as  far  as 
he  had  received  any  intimation  of  the  opinion 
of  those  gentlemen,  with  whose  general  politi- 
cal principles  he  agreed,  as  to  the  proposition 
he  was  about  to  offer,  he  knew  that  some  of 
them  were  opposed  to  it.  It  was  no  more 
than  justice  to  himself  to  say,  ^at  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  resolution,  be  it  right  or 
wrong,  whether  salutary  or  pernicious  in  its 
tendency,  was  the  ofibpring  m  his  own  mind. 
He  had  not  mentioned  it  to  more,  in  all,  than 
half  a  docen  of  his  ftiend^  und  oat  of  this 
unmber  two  disa{>proved  of  it. 

We  shall  have  fallen  on  evil  times,  indeed, 
said  Hr,  B.,  if  a  member  of  this  House  might 
not  in  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  rise  in  nie 
place,  and  offer  for  consideration  a  measure 
wfaicn  he  believed  to  be  for  the  public  weal, 
withoct  having  all  that  he  said  and  did  im- 
puted to  some  hidden  motive,  and  referred  to 
some  secret  purpose  which  was  never  present- 
ed to  the  public  eye.  He  again  solemnly  dis- 
claimed all  such  motives,  and  every  such  pur- 
pose. To  what  he  had  already  said,  he  would 
go  BO  &r  as  to  add,  that,  even  in  the  last  an- 
nual report  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasory,  there  waa  an  allnsion  to  the  very 
subject  which  he  had  broiwht  fin^ard. 

It  will  not  be  denied  by  me,  said  "Mr.  B., 
tliat  a  state  of  circumstances  might  be  con- 
odved  to  63cist|  in  which  an  attempt  to  leU  this 


[Dbskbib,  1827. 

amount  of  United  States  bank  sto^  would  be 
prodactive  of  very  eondderable  dciatsd«i  d 
its  market  price.  Bat  the  question  now  to  lie 
conndered  by  the  House  b  not  what  niriit 
happen  nnder  a  pven  postore  of  ooncriTabls 
circumstances,  bnt  what  is  likely  to  happen  ia 
the  actually  existing  state  of  things.   Tne  only 

Eound  of  such  depression,  if  any,  must  be  the 
rge  increase  of  supply,  whUe  the  same  de- 
mand, and  no  more,  continues  to  eriat.  Sneh 
a  state  of  things  wonld  impinge  upon  the  gen- 
eral principle  I  first  stated,  oy  altering  the 
proportion  between  demand  and  supply.  But 
no  such  state  of  things  will  exist,  snould  the 
present  proposition  prevful ;  for  there  is,  ud 
nas  been,  for  these  three  years  past,  a  dimtnish- 
ed  quantity  of  Govemmoit  atodc  to  be  stdd, 
and  an  increased  amount  of  means  to  buy  it, 
both  occasioned  by  one  and  the  same  csoie, 
namely:  the  paving  off  of  large  portions  of 
the  public  debt  by  the  redemption  of  United 
States  stock. 

During  the  year  1826,  we  pud  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  public  debt  more  than  seven  and  i 
half  millions;  in  1826,  more  than  seven  nnl- 
lions;  and  during  the  present  year,  1827, we 
shall  have  paid  more  than  six  and  a  balf  mil- 
lions more;  making  in  all  an  amount  of  twenty- 
one  and  about  a  quarter  millions.  The  &«■ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  however,  infwms  m  is 
hia  report,  that  five  millions  of  this  debt 
been  paid  by  the  issne  of  a  new  stock.  It  viE 
ther^re  be  proper  to  deduct  this;  and  the 
result  will  be,  tiiat,  in  these  three  yean,  time 
have  been  actually  paid  off  more  than  aXlim 
millions  of  the  public  debt.  To  this  let  me 
add,  that,  accordmg  to  the  statements  nla&n 
to  the  sinldng  fund,  and  the  present  conditkn 
of  the  funded  deb^  there  will  be  psid,  in  tb« 
year  1828,  seven  millions  more;  and  in  tbe 
years  1829  and  1880,  an  amount  even  beyond 
this,  (being  enlarged  by  the  increased  activity  of 
the  sinking  fiino,  from  the  circnmstanee  s 
large  amount  now  devoted  to  interest  bcMming 
appUcable  to  the  princi^  of  the  deR)  R«<^- 
ontng,  then,  that,  durmg  the  yean  182S,  % 
and  T,  sixteen  millions  nave  been  p»d,  and 
that,  in  1827,  '8,  and  %  twenty-one  millioas 
more  will  have  been  pidd,  here  will  have  bees 
an  amount  of  thir^-seven  millions  of  the  pnb- 
lic  debt  of  the  United  States  paid  off  in  six 
years. 

Have  any  violent  shocka  been  prodnoed  by 
this  operation  ?  Has  any  derangement  resdt- 
ed  in  the  financial  arrangements  of  the  cons- 
try?  Has  United  States  stock  fallen  t  I  ap- 
prehend not  And  why?  Fot  the  ressoo  I 
have  stated,  and  which  I  now  aj^  to  tM 
proposition  before  ns,  and  from  woidi  reiy 
extend  ve  consequeooes  necessarily  fdlow,  gia^ 
to  ahow  that  the  effect  <rf  the  payment  of  Teiy 
large  amounts  of  the  pnbUc  debt  is  not  to 
dimlni^  but  to  increase,  the  price  of  the  res- 
due.  When,  in  the  British  Government,  tieff 
sinking  fbnd  was  esUblished,  in  the  7W 
it  was  held  iieoeiaai7  to  fix  a  manniun  w  »> 
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operation^  lest  too  great  an  amount  of  money 
should  thereby  be  thrown  into  the  market. 
It  viU  be  mj  endeavor  to  show  that,  with  ns 
as  with  theoif  the  effect  of  paying  off  the  debt 
produces  an  abundance  of  money,  and  therein 
an  abundance  of  the  meana  of  purchasing  the 
bank  stock  which  the  same  operation  has 
thrown  into  the  market.  While  the  former 
ownen  of  the  public  stook  have  in  their  handa 
monej'  whioh  invMtmeDt,  the  sale  of  the 
hank  Rtoek  will  fttmish  an  adminble  mode  by 
whidi  thia  maj  be  aoounpliahed.  Applying 
the  printnple  with  which  he  set  out,  Mr.  B.  re- 
marsed  that  it  wonld  be  apparent  that,  if  any 
depreauon  was  to  result,  it  would  n^er  be 
todnced  by  paying  the  debt  in  money  than 
y  exchanging  it  for  bank  stock.  By  redeem- 
ing the  natitoal  stock,  money,  which  was  be- 
fore s^ely  invested,  is  thrown  into  the  market, 
and  naturally  seeks  some  new  employment 
Now,  I  propose,  said  Kr.  B.,  while  this  is  ^ue, 
to  carry  into  die  market  an  equal  amount  of 
stock  in  which  that  money  may  be  invested 
again.  Do  gentiemen  apprehend  a  d^ression 
in  the  pric«  of  stock  f  Why  t  Becaube,  say 
they,  there  will  be  too  large  an  amount  of  it 
for  ihe  money  which  la  prepared  to  be  in- 
vested in  it.  But  my  proposition,  to  its  whole 
extent,  goes  to  pay  off  so  much  of  the  public 
debt^  and  thereby  to  furnish  the  means  oi  pnr- 
channg — in  addition  to  which,  seven  millions 
more  will  be  derived  next  year  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  sinking  fund.  The  conclusion,  from 
a  view  of  these  facts,  wonld  seem  to  me  to  be, 
that  it  is  next  to  impossible  that  a  depression 
can  be  produced  in  uie  price  of  bank  stock  by 
an  operation  which,  wtule  it  exposes  that  stock 
to  Bale,  supplies,  at  the  same  ume,  the  means 
and  the  inanoements  for  purchasing  it 

Kr.  BABanr  next  rose.  He  aai^  when  it  ia 
raooUeoted  that  the  resolution  now  under  oon- 
■ideration  affects  an  institution,  whose  oapital 
ot  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  is  nsea  as 
a  circulating  medium  among  the  respective 
States,  and  between  these  United  States  and 
Ibrngn  countries,  it  cannot  create  sarprise  that 
a  universal  panic  should  pervade  onr  commer- 
oial  cities ;  for,  until  this  question  is  decided, 
TJoitad  States  bank  stock  is  valueless  as  a  means 
of  remittance,  more  especially  to  Great  Britain, 
where,  as  exchange  fluctuates,  lai^e  portions 
of  it  are  flnquently  transferred.  The  argu- 
ment based  on  the  supposed  profit  to  be  real- 
ised from  this  sale,  will  be  fonnd  to  resemble 
statues  of  marble  resting  on  pedestals  of  ice — 
the  nuRuent  it  is  ascertamed  that  the  Govern- 
iBott  has  dissolved  its  connection  with  this 
national  institution,  by  the  transfer  of  its  stock, 
it  ia  perfectly  immaterial  what  amount  of  capi- 
tal may  be  set  afloat  by  the  extinction  of  the 
public  debt — ^that  confidence  which  we  shall 
have  withdrawn  from  it,  will  pervade  all 
iDon^  lenders,  and,  before  a  sole  of  one  share 
eaa  be  effected,  the  market  price  will  fall  to 
pw.  The  honorable  mover  of  this  resolution 
vuiUy  avowi^  that  he  waa  originally  opposed 
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to  the  ohartM-;  and  that  he  still  oratinnea 
hostile  to  its  renewal;  if  his  proposition  ia 
adopted,  will  it  not  be  fairly  inferred,  that  the 
policy  which  dictated  the  sale  of  the  stock,  ia 
to  be  mfuntuned  by  a  refusal  to  renew  the 
charter,  and,  consequently,  the  value  which  the 
stock  in  the  market  derived  from  an  impresrion 
that  the  Government,  having  an  interest  in  ita 
prosperity}  will  he  &vorablfl  to  a  proloDgation 
of  ita  existenoft,  eeaaes  the  mom«it  that  sale  Is 
decided  on.  It  ia  asserted  that,  at  the  prea- 
ent  selling  price  at  stocks^  money  really  pro- 
duces but  8^  per  cent  per  annum :  admit  this 
position,  and  then  United  States  bank  stoc^ 
producing  6  per  cent  on  its  cost  of  {100,  ought 
not  to  be  sold  under  $180  per  share.  Mr.  B.'a 
impressions  were,  that  as  it  is  desirable  to  pay 
ofi^  forthwith,  the  loans  paying  6  per  cent 
interest,  the  amount,  conseqnenuj't  can  readily 
be  obtained  at  4)^  per  cent  As  the  bank 
divides  six  per  cent.,  a  sale  of  its  stock  under 
$188^  per  share,  would  be  so  much  lost  in  ita 
real  value.  Ur.  B.  here  asked  if  th2  exigencies 
of  the  nation  reqnired  any  extraordinary  effort 
to  pay  off  the  nation&l  debt,  the  amount  of 
which  was  nominally  67  nullitnis,  in  reality  but 
47 1  For  thia  identicsJ  7  millions  of  bank 
stock,  which  we  hold  in  exchange  for  7  mil- 
lions S  per  cents  issued  to  the  bank,  is  a  set  off 
agtunst  that  portion  of  the  debt  And  IS  mil- 
lions 8  per  cents,  (which  under  no  circum- 
stances, was  it  probable  the  Government  would 
pay  0^  while  a  single  internal  improvement 
remained  unexecuted,  or  any  taxes  were  levied 
upon  the  people,)  there  remains  but  47  millions 
to  he  dis<uiarged,  which,  by  the  regular  opera- 
tion of  the  unking  limd,  would  be  extingoieli- 
ed  in  lesa  than  aeven  years ;  and,  it  is  not  de- 
sirable to  the  creditors  of  the  nation,  or  to  the 
nation  itself  that  it  should  be  paid  off  morfl 
rapidly. 

Mr.  McDdffii,  Obairman  oi  the  Oommitteo 
of  Ways  and  Means,  expressed  his  thanks  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  for  his  fumess,  in 
proposing  this  modification.  He  thought  with 
the  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him,  that  it 
was  important  the  question  should  be  decided 
on  its  merits,  and  all-important  that  it  should 
be  decided  as  soon  as  possible.  He  thought 
that,  in  a  fiscal  view  of  the  question,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  in  laying  down  his  prem- 
ises, had  overloiHced  the  well-establtdied  prin- 
ciple that,  even  in  individual  competition, 
where  a  market  Is  more  than  supplied  with 
any  given  commodity,  the  price  of  that  com- 
modity always  &lls  in  proportion  to  the  excess 
of  the  supply.  He  had  cleariy  shown  that 
there  existed  a  surplus  capital  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  Government  havingpaid  off 
sixteen  millions  of  the  public  debt.  This  very 
surplus  of  money  in  market,  Mr.  MoD.  argued, 
entered  into  the  price  of  the  stock.  I^  on  the 
contrary,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  cash  in  the 
market,  the  stock  would  not  bring  its  par  value. 
As  to  the  fact  demonstrated  by  the  genUeman^s 
calculations,  that  the  real  valua  of  monayiln 
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the  UDited  States  is  at  present  not  mov  tiian 
ttiree  and  a  half  per  omt ;  it  had  no  heuing 
at  all  on  the  present  qnestion.  Whenever  the 
GoTemment  comes  into  the  market,  all  the 
principles  resulting  from  the  relative  state  of 
demand  and  sapplj,  operate  with  ten  fold 
poww.  The  GoTemment  is  a  mammoth  seller 
or  a  toammoth  bayer.  When  the  Government 
comes  into  the  market  as  a  bnyer,  it  raises  the 
price  of  stock  beyond  all  proportion,  as,  when 
It  comes  in  as  a  seller  it  depresses  it  beyond 
proportion.  It  was  apon  this  principle,  that 
thoogb  money  be  actaally  wortn,  as  the  gen- 
tleman says,  only^tiiree  and  a  half  per  cent, 
the  OoTemment  when  it  paned  a  law  to  ex- 
change its  six  per  cent  Stock  fiv  a  stock  of  five 
per  cent,  irredeemable  a  later  period,  eonid 
not  ^t  it ;  whilst  GoTenuneut  were  to 
go  mto  market  and  borrow,  to-morrow,  th^ 
whole  sixteen  millions  it  has  paid  off,  the  stock 
it  woold  issne,  would,  in  two  days'  time,  be  at 
cdght  or  ten.per  cent  advance. 

Mr.  MoD.  said  that  it  was,  therefore,  always 
to  be  regretted  that  Gtovemment  shoold  come 
into  market,  becaose  its  presence  there  invol- 
nntarily  produced  a  great  eflbot  np<m  the  mar- 
ket in  eve^  way. 

Hr.  HoD,  then  made  some  statements  to 
diow  that  refined  arithmetical  calcolations 
were  not  proper  data  in  all  cases  to  legate 
Vpos.  He  presumed  that  it  would  be  admitted 
as  a  general  wcnmaitliHi,  that  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  certunly  worth 
as  much  to  Govo'nment  as  it  is  to  individuals. 
To  the  latter,  its  valne^  regulated  upon  priD- 
oiples  which  cannot  err,  is  now  twenty-three 
per  cent  above  par.  If  it  is  of  that  value  to 
mdividuals,  it  is,  upon  the  same  Minciple,  of 
the  same  value  to  Government.  Why  ?  The 
Government  receives  six  per  cent  interest  upon 
the  stock  in  the  bank,  whilst  it  pays  only  five 
per  cent  on  the  same  amount  of  its  own  stock. 
The  jtiflferenoe,  therefwe^  is  cme  per  cent,  or, 
on  the  whcde  amonnt  (tf  ite  interest  in  the  bank, 
seventy  thonsand  dollars  per  annum  dear  profit, 
herides  its  interest  in  the  balance,  iriiloh  the 
bank  always  reserves  to  meet  eratingencies. 
If,  then,  yon  sell  your  stock  in  the  hank,  sup- 
posing you  can  sell  it  at  the  present  market 
price,  yon  make  according  to  toe  gentleman's 
calculation,  a  present  gun  of  one  million  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  whilst  you  annihi- 
late a  capital  which  will  produce  to  the  end  of 
time,  if  the  bank  continues  to  exist  a  revenue 
of  seventy  thousand  dollars  a  year.  But  ^ 
from  being  able  to  dispose  of  the  stock  at  the 
present  advanced  price  in  tbe  market 
D.  believed,  that,  if  this  resolution  were  now  to 
pass,'  the  stook  u  the  bank  would  be  at  once 
reduced  to  par,  in  the  market  QP<m  mere  pe- 
ooniary  ealonmions:  And  why?  Hr.  MoD. 
here  entered  into  cidculations  to  show  tbe  ef- 
fect DP<)D  the  yaloe  of  tbe  stock,  from  any  in- 
timation of  a  disposition  on  tbe  part  of  the 
Government  to  restrict  its  existence  to  the  du- 
ratioa  of  ite  present  charter,  and  traced  its 


present  high  price  in  the  market  to  the  gmml 
oonfidenoe  that  the  chartw  woold  he  eoubned. 
Tlie  effect  (tf  bringing  the  GovenuDMit  dam 
into  market  HoI>.  resumed,  wonld  be  to 
reduce  the  Juice  of  the  stock  to  par,  if  not  be- 
low par.  What  would  be  the  eflect  of 
this  measure  I 

We  sdl  our  stock  at  par,  said  he:  do  w« 
enable  ourselves,  by  doing  so,  to  pay  off^  aa  tha 
gentleman  suposea  any  portion  of  the  naticaul 
debt  t  No :  for  the  seven  millions  we  sboaU 
receive  for  our  bank  stock  would  only  go  to 
pay  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  the  rana 
mUIi(»u  we  owe  for  that  stock.  Tbe  only  op- 
eration whieh  would  reaOj  and  eSbctaalty  a- 
tii^{i^  any  portion  of  the  debt  of  tiw  Cutri 
8trte&  wotudbe  Bsaleattheiffv^tttfaiHml- 
liMi  «x  hundred  thousand  dollar*,  wlddi  fin 
gentleman  calculates  n^n,  under  the  cncocois 
notion  that  so  large  a  portion  of  sto^  vooU 
command  the  present  market  price.  Bat,  if 
we  sell  the  stock  at  its  par  valu,  as  Mr.  McD. 
had  assumed  that  we  should  do  if  we  sell  it  all, 
then,  instead  of  gidning  the  sum  calculated,  we 
should  actually  tose  the  identical  sum  of  tns 
milli<m  six  hundred  thouBand  dollars.  For  the 
gentleman  bad  himself  shown  that  tbe  stock 
was  now  worth  twenty-three  per  oeaL  above 
par:  and  if  it  were  so diqMsedo^ sstoyidd 
only  its  value  at  par,  the  Aflbrenoe  WQaM  ov- 
tainly  be  lost  to  the  United  StateiL 

Ur.  DurroiT  then  rose,  and  exprased  p«t 
reluctance  to  trouble  the  Bouse,  whica  be 
should  not  have  done,  had  a  few  iH  the  D)g«c- 
tions  to  the  proposed  measure,  which  be  eoo- 
sidered  of  the  most  weight  been  sdTsnced  bjr 
either  of  the  gentiemen  who  had  preceded  bin. 
He  agreed  that  the  question  was  oa«  (tf 
importance,  and  that  it  should  be  f|teedil;  dis- 
posed of.  The  arguments  of  the  honorable  MTcr 
of  the  resolution  were  certainly  veiyii^cuoas; 
but  he  had  not  adverted  to  what  hetbo^ 
ought  to  be  the  primai7  eondderatioB  in  a 
onau<m  of  tiiis  notore,  and  <me  whidi  " 
much  greater  oonseqimwe  than  any  ocondefs- 
tion  merely  peouniary. 

The  first  question  to  be  settled  was,  whetbtror 
no  the  proposed  scheme  would  redonnd  totbrM- 
cuniaiT  advantage  of  the  United  States  r  Tut 
it  would  do  so,  constituted,  in  point  of  ftrt, 
only  argument  of  the  mover ;  and,  if  sodiWH* 
the  oase,  and  there  existed  no  ooimtwr>ibo( 
objection,  the  measure  should  doabdeei  » 
adopted.  But  if;  on  the  contrary,  it  ilw" 
q>pear  that  the  plan  was  attended  with  do  pe- 
cuniary advantage  whatever,  then,  the  hotor- 
able  member  himself  would  eonAss  tfcat 
ought  to  be  i^ected.  The  8«nt^<«*^J|^ 
mue  some  oaloautlcms  of  profit 
to  him,  to  be  sure,  very  pUun;  bnt  it  *<><'|°J| 
found,  (m  exaministion,  that  instead  of  pnn 
the  reverse  would  ensue.  Tbe  pnoent  tiW 
of  money  is  four  per  cent  The  GoTsnun^ 
can  obtain  whatever  amount  it  wsnto,  at  »■ 
rate  of  interest  He  did  not  rely  upon  the  W 
that  Govemment  eonld  get  moDsy  at  •  cbcaptf 
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rate  than  others;  bnt  Canal  Companies  had 
aotaally  iamed  atook  at  4|  per  eentmn,  and  Uie 
prendnm  on  that  stook  radnoed  the  raal  Inter- 
•at  to  4  per  oeatam.  Thl^  then,  he  assumed  as 
the  ii^erast  at  which  monej  oonid  be  borrowed, 
where  the  seeurify  was  good.  Now,  if  the 
Government  reoeired,  at  this  period,  six  per 
cent,  on  its  stock  in  the  bank,  it  got  an  interest 
exceeding  the  oommon  rate  bj  precisely  60  per 
oent.  Aq7  other  inTostment  of  its  fmids  wonld 
bring  only  four  per  cent  This  brings  six,  so 
that  the  Government  gets  tiie  common  interest 
of  money  on  one  handred  and  fifty  dollars,  for 
every  hundred  dollars  it  has  invested  in  this 
stock.  By  aeUing,  th«  Qorenunatt  wonld  lose 
UiB  diflbranoe  mween  twen^-threa  dollars 
and  flffy  d(dlan  on  evety  handred,  snppodng 
Ae  stock  to  remain  at  Ita  present  advance,  so 
that,  admitting  the  pnblic  faith  not  to  be  at  all 
shaken  by  the  sale,  still  a  greater  benefit  wonld 
be  realized,  by  eontiniiing  to  hold  it.  But 
there  conld  be  no  donbt  Uiat  a  very  great  de- 
{vesrion  wonld  be  prodnced  by  the  sue  of  seven 
millions  of  this  stock.  The  honorable  member 
from  Virginia  says  that  price  depends,  in  adl 
oasea,  on  the  proportion  between  snpply  and 
demand.  The  principle,  with  some  limitaUon, 
is,  no  doubt,  correct ;  hat  that  is  not  the  qnes- 
tion  before  the  Hoose.  The  question  for  ns  to 
w^gfa,  said  Mr.  HoD.  ia,  whetherastook  whidi 
BOW  sells  at  <me  hunored  and  twenty-three  per 
eeat.  in  oonseqnenoe  of  the  confidence  thiU  the 
Government  will  contanne  to  be  a  stockholder, 
would  remain  at  that  rate  when  it  was  known 
that  Government  wonld  not  so  continue.  If 
that  is  the  cause  of  the  present  high  price,  take 
away  the  cause,  and  the  stock  mast  fall.  How 
low  it  would  fi^  could  not  exactly  be  known ; 
it  m^t  fall  to  par — even  below  it.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  would  be  to  deprive  the  Gov- 
ernment of  a  great  amount  of  money,  on  which 
it  now  realizes  twen^-three  per  ouit.,  and  by 
wfaibh  it  mi^t  p^  a  debt  of  eight  milliona,  n 
an  advattee  ot  cmly  tdx  and  a  hiQf  milUona.  It 
was  perfectly  well  known,  that  when  once  pub- 
lic onofidenee  in  any  mtmeyed  insUtaticn  ia 
shaken,  the  oonsequent  deprestion  is  not  gov- 
erned by  a  settled  mathematical  mle,  bat  by 
the  feeling  and  fears  of  the  holders,  and  it  not 
m^^wjuently  happened,  l^at,  by  snch  a  panic, 
the  stock  wMch  had  before  been  the  highest 
actually  became  the  lowest  in  market.  Mr, 
D.  said,  that  he  thought  he  had  satisfactorily 
shown,  that  Qovemment  woold  not  be  a  gain- 
er, but  very  probably  a  loser,  by  the  operation 
now  proposed.  But  it  oa^ht  to  be  demonstra- 
bly certun,  that  some  gam  will  result,  before 
we  went  into  a  moneyed  <^>eratiQn  of  watAi 
magnltiide  and  wtent.  Vhat  poeriUe  comU- 
uatioD  ot  cirenmatanoes  could  have  a  stronger 
^eot  in  deprearing  ^e  price  of  any  pnUlo  ae- 
enrity,  than  that  the  Government,  within  any 
known  or  ostensible  cause,  should  suddenly 
withdraw  all  its  interest  in  it.  It  was  a  strong- 
er ease  than  had  ever  existed. 
Tet  Qt»  mere  peonniary  calculation  of  profit 
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and  loss  did  not  constitute  the  strongest  oljeo- 
tion  to  the  meamra  proposed.  It  was  a  matter 
of  ftr  more  oonaequenoe  that  the  character  cS 
a  nation  for  fidelity  to  ita  oontntota,  exnreaa  or 
implied,  should  be  sacredly  preserved,  than 
that  it  should  g^  any  peonniary  amonnt  what- 
ever. He  should  not  apply  the  strict  rulra  of 
ethics,  or  the  doctrines  of  a  oommon  law,  to  a 
case  like  this,  bat  merely  the  rules  of  common 
sense  and  common  honesty.  When  the  charter 
was  g^ven,  and  the  Government  amed  to  take 
seven  millions  (which  was  one-fifth)  of  the 
stock,  to  receive  a  bonns  of  fifteen  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  require  an  annual  statement 
ot  aoooanta  to  obtun  very  valoaUa  fiuulitiea  in 
the  traiumud<m  and  exchange  of  its  ftmds,  and 
have  all  the  dntiea  of  twenty-four  Oommis^on- 
ers  (tf  Loans  performed  gratis,  it  was  surely  by  no 
means  a  strained,  bat  on  the  contrary,  a  necea- 
sary  and  incontrovertible  condosioiL  that  the 
Government  was  never  to  place  that  institution 
in  a  worse  ^tnation  than  when  its  charter  waa 
granted.  It  was  under  this  impression,  founded 
on  the  mutual  advantages  derived  from  the  ar- 
rangement both  to  the  bank,  and  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, that  the  atook  had  risen  to  its  present 
price.  If  now  the  Government  shallj  by  its  aot| 
shake  the  public  confidence  in  this  mstitutioo, 
it  will  virtually  violate  its  pledged  ^th,  for 
the  problematic  and  donbtftal  purpose  ot  gain- 
ing a  trifliog  aom  of  money. 


P&iDAT,  December  SI. 
United  Statea  BanK 

Mr.  BxBBonn's  resolution  for  instmcting  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill 
authorizing  the  sue  of  the  seven  millions  of  the 
United  States  Bank  stock  held  by  the  United 
States,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  GoBHui  aaio,  the  question  now  before 
the  House  had  been  cdbred  and  disoaased  by 
the  mover  mainly,  if  not  aolely,  on  principles 
Gs  mere  finance.  It  had  been  araied  as  a  qaes- 
ti<Mi  of  money— (tf  national  profit  and  loss.  If 
thia  were  all,  it  might  soon  be  settied.  But  iS^ 
as  it  appeared  not  miprobable,  this  motion  waa 
connected  with  deeper  and  ulterior  purposes 
and  view^k  of  a  political  kind,  it  ought  to  be 
settied  still  sooner.  If  there  was  something 
more  behind ;  if  any  purpose  waa  cherished  tn 
making  the  present  pecuniary  proportion  a 
mere  introduction  to  a  system  of  measurea  in 
relation  to  the  connection  of  Government  with 
the  National  Bank,  then  the  sooner  such  a  pur* 
pose  and  system  were  met  the  bettor. 

The  gentleman  had,  it  was  tme,  advocated 
the  Bale  at  ^ia  atock  aolely  as  a  fiscal  operation ; 
bnt,  from  his  ocquuntance  with  that  honorable 
gentleman's  character,  opinions,  and  previous 
political  course,  he  could  not  but  be  etrongly 
mdined  to  think,  that  the  present  measure  had 
more  of  a  political,  than  a  financial  aspect,  and 
looked  toward  a  complete  separation  of  the 
Government  from  Uie  bank,  if  not  the  total 
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aboUticHi  of  that  institation.  As,  however,  the 
question  had  been  pat  on  mere  fiscal  gronnda, 
be  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Hoose,  while 
he  <^ered  his  views  of  it  as  a  measnre  of  pore 
finance. 

The  honorable  mover  of  the  resolntioa  foond- 
ed  hia  argument  on  the  fact,  that  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  stood  at  present  in 
Hko  market,  at  an  adranoeof  98^  per  oent.,  and 
he  proposed  to  go  into  the  marlcet  with  the 
whote  amount  of  the  stook  held  b;^  the  Govwn- 
ment,  expeetiiig  to  sell  it  It  that  priofl^  wherever 
the  requisite  capital  ia  to  be  found. 

In  ordo-  to  judge  the  probabilitj  of  bis  being 
able  to  do  this,  it  was  neoeasarr  to  inquire,  in 
the  first  place,  what  were  the  elements  which 
entered  into  this  advanced  price  of  the  stock  I 

The  gentleman  had  compared  the  stock  of 
the  United  States  Bank  with  that  of  the  stocks 
issued  by  Government  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  and  which  bore  the  respective  in- 
terests of  three,  four,  and  five  per  cent,  and  in 
this  comparieiMt  gone  on  the  assumption  that 
the  stock  of  the  Bank,  at  the  winding  up  ot  its 
present  diorter,  would  be  wwth  ita  par  value. 

Mr.  6.  granted  thal^  during  the  ctmtinuanoe 
o^the  charter,  so  long  as  all  the  operations  of 
the  bank  proceeded  m  their  re^^nlar  course, 
this  basis  d  comparison  was  a  fair  one.  Bni 
i£,  at  the  expiration  of  the  limit  of  tiie  present 
charter,  the  conoems  of  that  institution  must 
be  finally  concluded,  it  was  wholly  unfair  and 
fiBllaciona.  Did  the  gentleman  really  believe, 
that,  at  the  end  of  the  eight  years,  (ahould  the 
charter  end,  and  not  be  renewed,)  tiie  holders 
of  its  stock  would  get  the  monej  for  it  I  This 
wa&  indeed,  the  case  with  the  OoTemmmt 
itocki ;  08  soon  as  the  period  at  which  they 
were  redeemable  arrived,  the  headers  recdved 
In  cash,  at  the  Treasory,  the  full  par  value  of 
whatever  amount  they  might  hold.  But,  when 
the  vast  concerns  of  snoh  an  institution  as  the 
National  Bank  were  to  be  wound  up,  a  very 
different  state  of  things  occurred.  There 
would  be,  to  be  sure,  a  contingent  fund  for  the 
payment  of  a  stock  -,  but  of  what  would  it  oon- 
dstl  Of  cash  I  Far  from  it: — of  debts,  chiefly 
bad,  of  property,  in  abort,  of  all  sortaof  shapes, 
and  which  woiud  require  a  board  of  trustees  to 
settle  it,  after  the  bonk  had  ceased  its  legal  ex- 
Jstcooe.  Long  before  such  a  bank  reached  the 
sod  of  its  diaiter,  it  must  prepare  for  that  event : 
tt  must  coriidl,  and  gradually  terminate  entirely, 
^  its  disooQUta,  months  boTore  that  time :  and 
would  ita  stock  feel  nothing  of  the  eflfbcts  of 
neh  a  state  of  things.  When  the  old  bank  ex- 
pired, were  its  stockholders  instanUy  paid?  Bo 
hr  from  this,  it  was  ten  years  after  before  the 
final  dividend  was  declared.  And  would  any 
gentieman  tell  him  tiiat  the  stock  of  such  an 
expiring  institution,  was  as  good  as  stock  on 
which  we  bolder  was  sure  to  receive  the  par 
value  in  cash  the  moment  it  was  redeemable  t 
True,  the  property,  of  every  kind,  h^  by  a 
bank,  beliH^gea  to  the  proprietors  w  the  stock ; 
donmless  It  was  tbdn  «  ri^ ;  bnt  it  was 


theirs,  in  fact,  only  when  it  could  be  ocJleeted : 
and  experience  proved  that,  at  the  winding  op^ 
there  always  occurred  a  great  loss  npon  it,  if 
not  in  money,  at  least  in  time,  which,  to  most 
stockholders,  was  the  same  thing.  It  nsnally 
proved  a  mere  wreck  and  remnant.  And  so 
well  was  this  understood,  that,  when  it  was 
known  that  the  charter  of  the  cm  United  States 
Btak  was  not  to  be  renewed,  its  stock,  whidi 
had  stood  as  high  aa  140  per  centom,  fdl  to  90 
per  oentom  in  market.  As  to  the  cmditicii  of 
the  present  bank,  ICr.  G.  said  it  was  impoviUe 
he  should  know  them :  but  one  thing  be  did 
know,  snd  so  did  everybody  else,  that  great 
mismsnagement  of  its  ocmoems  had  at  oa»  time 
taken  place,  and  ^eat  losses  had  ocniseqncaiUy 
been  sustained.  How  such  an  amonnt  of  loss 
had  been  covered  up,  so  as  to  admit  of  the 
present  dividends,  he  knew  not ;  but  for  csml 
ne  was  inoliaed  to  believe  that  those  loaBea  had 
tt<^  to  this  day,  been  recovered  frvm,  and  tha(| 
on  examination,  it  would  be  found  there  wsa 
still  a  defii^t  in  the  frmda  of  the  Bank. 

From  what  he  had  stated,  he  tlunigiit  it  moat 
appear  that  the  present  dividends  made  1^  die 
Bulk  did  not  constitute  the  only  element  of  the 
price  its  stock  at  pre^t  held ;  bnt  that  then 
was  another,  and  a  vezy  impturtant  donenti 
that  entered  largely  into  it,  viz.,  the  eiqioctation 
that  the  concerns  of  the  Bank  would  ccMitiniM 
to  go  on,  and  that,  when  the  present  charter 
should  expire,  the  institution  would  atill  be 
continued  under  a  new  one.  This  was  the  gen- 
eral expectation  of  all  who  held  its  stock,  of  aH 
who  bought  it.  And  why  ahonld  they  not, 
aaid  Vr.  G.,  eimeot  this  at  yonr  hands!  Bave 
you  done  nothing  to  create  snoh  an  ospeotap 
ticMit  To  answer  this  qnestiott,  Irt  oa  look  linr 
a  moment  at  tlie  past  nistoxy  of  this  instito- 
tim.  Ton  have  done,  and  yon  hav«  andone; 
you  bave  built  up,  and  you  nave  pnUed  down; 
you  have  made  experiments  on  the  want  and 
on  the  possession  of  such  a  thing,  until  at 
length,  I  had  beUeved  it  was  a  point  oonoeded, 
an  opinion  in  which  sensible  men  of  all  parties 
were  agreed,  that  such  a  Bank  was  a  neoessair 
machine  in  the  Stete — an  engine  which  entered 
as  an  elementary  part  into  tiie  operations  of  a 
well-ordered  Government.  I  know  that  doubts 
are  held,  and  have  been  loudly  expreesed,  as 
to  the  constitutionally  of  a  National  Bank:  I 
bold  Bach  doubts  to  do  very  tmfintonagte,  snd 
am  myself  fkee  tnm  the  least  share  of  flwm ; 
but  I  did  nndtfstand,  that  even  tboee  who  be- 
lieved no  provision  for  such  an  institntiaa  to 
be  contuned  in  the  constitution,  were  them- 
selves obliged,  by  the  pressure  of  eiperienee 
and  of  facta,  to  acknowledge,  that  it  was  an 
engine,  essentially  and  indiqtenaaUy  necessazy 
to  the  ^^ication  of  the  power  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  the  public  good. 

Mr.  Stbwabt  rose  merely  to  present  one  or 
two  objections  to  this  measure,  which  had  not 
been  adverted  to  by  other  ^entlaiiai.  Ihe 
great  ot^ect  of  the  propodtkm,  aa  avowed  t/ 
the  mover,  was^  to  hasten  the  sgrii^shminr 
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of  the  natioQid  debt,  hj  selling  the  Bank  stock, 
ind  thus  iDcrease  the  means  of  the  Treasory  to 
accomplish  it.  If  gentlemen  will  look  at  the 
effect  of  the  sinking  fhnd  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars on  the  national  debt,  it  will  be  obvions  to 
every  one  that,  instead  of  increasing,  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  dinunish  the  present  sinking 
fiind,  and  arrest  the  rapid  prognss  we  are  now 
making,  which  will  ahortljr  lead  to  great  finan- 
cial embarrassments. 

What  is  the  situation  of  the  pnblio  debt,  as 
exhibited  hj  the  Treasury  report  lud  npon  our 
tables  a  flaw  days  since  ?   And  what  will  be 
the  e£foct  oT  this  proposition  npon  it  I 
On  the  first  of  next  monUi,  the  whole  of 

the  national  ddit  will  be  -  -  t87,«18,000 
Oedact  the  8  per  eenu      ...  18,206,000 


Lema        .      .     ,      .     .  $47,117,000 

Which  ooald  not  be  redeemed  when  above 

S6 — diey  were  now  at  87,  and  wonld  neeesserOy 
continue  to  rise  io  the  market  as  the  other 
stocks  were  absorbed,  and  the  oi^tol  aent 
abroad  seeking  investment. 

By  selling  the  Bank  stock  at  its  present  value, 
$8,600,000,  and  applying  the  proceeds,  with 
the  annual  sinking  fiind  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, to  the  naUonal  debt,  it  will  be  found  that, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1880,  there  will  remain 
leas- than  $2,600,000  of  the  public  debt  redeem- 
able ;  oonseqnently,  there  mnst  remain  idle  in 
the  Treasury,  of  the  sinking  fund. 

In  the  year  18S1,   a  surplus  of  $'^.400,000 

18SS,      *'      "  0,061,000 

«       **  11,896,600 

1854,  **       "  18,981,000 

1855,  *•  18,661,000 

Tliese  lai^  bahnoes  of  the  unking  fiind  will 
annually  accumulate  in  the  Treasury,  were  being 
no  portion  of  either  principal  or  interest  of  the 
debt  to  which  they  can  possibly  be  applied. 
These  snms  mnst  tix&a  remain  idle  and  useless 
In  the  Treasury,  unless,  indeed,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Abr.  Babboub)  will  consent,  as 
I  am  qnite  sore  he  will  not,  to  apply  them  to 
the  work  of  internal  improTcment--to  the  oon- 
stmotion  of  roads  and  canals. 

The  gentleman  (Ur.  Barbottb)  su^esta,  in 
an  undertone,  said  Mr.  8.,  the  reduction  of  the 
■inking  fund.  This  will  be  necessary  whether 
flie  motion  of  the  gentleman  be  adopted  or  not 

Exclnding  the  Bank  stock  and  the  three  per 
oents,  it  will  be  found  that,  by  the  operation 
of  the  proent  sinking  ftmd,  there  would,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1880,  be  only  $4,856,000  of 
the  national  debt  redeemable;  oonaeqnently, 
there  would  be — 

In  the  year  1881,  a  rarptoa  of  $5,644,000 
1B82,  "  8,304,000 
188S,        "  10,188,000 

1884,  "  17,178,000 

1885,  "  21,802,000 

When  the  last  portion  of  the  debt  will  be  paid 
ofi^  and  this  vast  balance  of  the  unking  nind 
will  be  left  on  hand. 


[H.  or  B. 

Such  will  be  the  result  of  the  operationa  oi 
the  existing  dnking  fund,  even  should  the  prop- 
osition be  rejected.  These  large  accumulationa 
of  money  in  the  Treasury  must  occur — it  is  un- 
avoidable^ unless  you  redace  the  sinking  fund 
to  $7,000,000.  He  had  made  a  oalenlAtion  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  whole  of  the  public 
debt  (the  bank  stock  and  three  per  cents  ex- 
cepted) wonld  be  completely  extinguished  in 
1885,  when  the  but  portion  of  the  debt  became 
redeemable,  by  a  sinking  fund  of  $7,000,000, 
and  leave  a  surplus  at  the  end  of  that  time  ox 
$186,000:  in  18S0  aeren  nUlUons  of  the  bank 
sto(^  conid  be  paid  off  if  deemed  expedirait. 

By  thus  redneing  the  sinking  tana  to  $7,000- 
000,  $8,000,000  would  be  annually  released 
from  the  pnblio  debt  which  eonld  be  H>pUed 
to  a  system  of  internal  improvement,  proandng 
the  most  happy  effect  npon  the  natitmal  pros- 
perity. It  would  not  postpone  the  final  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  bnt  only  throw  forward  the 
surplus  of  the  rodeemable  debt  in  1838  and 
*29  upon  the  years  1881,  '83,  and  '84,  when 
very  small  portions  of  the  debt  would  be  re- 
deemable ;  and  thus  the  whole  of  the  sinking 
fand  wonld  be  kept  actively  aod  profitably  em- 
ployed nnUl  the  final  extinction  of  the  debt  in 
1885.  Henoe,  Mr.  S.  contended,  whether  ttie 
proposition  be  adopted  or  not,  it  was  the  ditv 
tate  of  a  sound  ana  oili^tened  ptdicy  to  re- 
duce the  present  sinking  fund  from  $10,000,000 
to  $7,000,000. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Yii^nia  (Mr.  Bab- 
bodb)  suggests  to  me  the  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties. To  this  Mr.  S.  said  he  could  not  assent ; 
the  duties  were  imposed  for  purposes  of  protec- 
tion, and  not  for  revenue :  tney  were  imposed 
to  protect  our  national  industry — to  protect 
domestic  manufactures  from  the  ruinous  effect 
of  foreign  competition.  He  could  no^  there- 
fore, oonaent  to  th^  repeaL  He  would  collect 
the  revenue  for  (me  important  oMeot — the  pro- 
teetioa  of  our  manniiusturea — and  send  it  back 
to  the  people  who  paid  it,  for  another  equally 
important  object,  the  hnprovement  of  their 
country. 

Mr.  FoBT  said  he  rose  with  a  view  to  advo- 
cate the  resolution,  bnt  in  doing  so,  he  felt 
great  difficulty  and  great  embarrassment,  as  he 
must  follow  tiie  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, who  had  given  to  the  subject  the  investi- 
gation of  a  master^  and  had  presented  his  view 
of  it  in  so  ingenious  and  eloquent  a  manner. 
He  thought  the  argument  of  that  gentleman  had 
not  yet  been  refrited ;  be  had  rested  his  calcula- 
tions on  a  mrtihematical  basts,  bnt  they  had  not 
yet  been  met :  those  who  had  attempted  to  meet 
them  had  not  drawn  their  topics  of  argument 
fh>m  the  deductions  of  aritiimetic,  that  sure, 
unerring  guide,  which  never  deceives  those  who 
rely  upon  it,  nor  leads  to  a  false  conclusion. 
The  gentleman,  said  Mr.  F.,  has  given  a  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  whole  snbject-r-he  has 
treated  it  with  the  skill  of  a  master,  and  who 
shall  venture  to  follow  him  ?  The  subject  was 
confessedly  one  of  great  obaonzitj :  it  has  put* 
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lied  the  wise,  and  the  fool  need  not  be  ashamed 
to  CMUifeea  his  iniwiiice  of  it.  he  thought 
it  might  be  Btill  farther  simplified.  What  was 
the  natnre  of  this  InstitDtiont  when  was  it 
chartered?  and  for  what  parpose?  and  what 
was  the  oondition  of  the  national  corrency 
when  it  first  went  into  operation  1  The  cnr- 
rencj  was  in  a  broken  and  conlVtsed  sitnation 
—the  varions  kinds  of  paper  were  made  paya- 
ble at  short  distances  of  time,  and  credit  was 
TCry  ^nerally  impaired.  To  remedy  this  state 
of  thmffs,  and  to  ud  the  Gtovemment  in  its 
financifU  operations,  a  National  Bank  was  cre- 
ated, with  a  capita!  of  thirtT-fire  millions  of 
dollan.  This  amount  was  thonght  to  be  Terr 
iargBf  and  fears  were  entertained  that  so  mxusk 
■toek  wonld  never  find  purohaBera  at  its  par 
valae.  Those  who  felt  these  appreheunons 
reasoned  from  principles  which  had  been  now  so 
ably  lud  down  in  relation  to  the  propor- 
tion between  demand  and  snpply.  To  aid  in 
the  disposal  of  this  stock,  the  Oov«nunent  took 
it  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions,  and  received 
from  the  bank  a  honus  of  $1,600,000.  (On  this 
snbject  some  dispnte  had  arisen,  bat  it  had 
flnuly  been  decided  that  the  bank  had  a  right 
to  give  this  snm.)  What  was  the  result  of  the 
experiment  1  Twenty-eight  millions  of  the 
stock  was  thrown  into  the  market  in  one  day. 
Was  Hiere  any  difflenlty  in  finding  purchasers  f 
Bid  the  stock  seUf  It  was  a  time  of  great  pe- 
eoniary  distress:  did  this  prevent  ^e  sue? 
The  whole  amount  was  boiuht  up  almost  as 
soon  as  it  was  offered  in  market.  What  a  com- 
ment did  this  fact  famish  on  the  present  fears 
of  gentlemen  1  When  it  is  proposed  to  sell,  we 
are  told  the  market  will  he  glutted,  and  down 
poes  the  stock.  Nay,  as  soon  as  the  proposal 
IS  heard  of^  down  will  go  tiie  stock.   But  can 

f'ou,  at  this  time,  glut  a  market  with  seven  mil- 
louB,  which  so  long  ago,  took  twenty-eight 
millions  without  the  least  difflcalty  ?  We  are 
told  that  the  valne  of  stot^  is  a  moral  oonsid- 
eratioit— that  its  value  depends  much  on  wheth- 
er the  charter  is  to  oontuine ;  and  that,  if  this 
is  sot  likely  to  be  the  case,  it  will  he  of  tiie  less 
valne,  because  there  is  a  ^ffienlty  in  closing 
the  concerns  of  the  Baidu  But  if  the  holders 
of  stock  are  under  an  erroneous  impression  as 
to  the  probability  of  tiie  ebarter^s  being  renew- 
ed, the  sooner  they  are  undeceived  the  better. 
Is  it  not  due  to  them  at  once  to  say,  that  Gov- 
ernment is  under  no  obligation  to  renew  it  ? 
Oertainly,  When  the  period  for  its  renewal 
comes,  those  who  shall  occupy  seats  in  this 
House  shall  judge  of  the  propriety  of  renewing ; 
not  from  any  obligation  they  are  supposed  to 
lie  under  to  renew  but  flrom  connderations 
drawn  from  their  views  i^  the  good  of  the  na- 
tion. The  gentieman  from  Ui^chusetts  has 
told  lis,  that,  befnre  the  old  Bank  expired,  its 
stock  rose  to  140  per  cent,  by  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  institution.  If  this  be  so,  what 
security  have  we,  that  the  bubble  will  not  again 
burst?  What  certainty  have  we,  that  the  pres- 
<ait  advance  (tf  SH  P^r  cent,  is  not  also  the 
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consequence  of  some  mismanagement!  Who 
are  the  deiUera  in  stook  ?  and  why  do  stoeks 
rise  and  falD,  so  tiiat  by  their  flaetnatifm^ 
whole  fortunes  are  often  swept  away?  Tha 
reascm  is  plain :  There  are  a  few  persons  who 
know  the  oanses  of  changes  in  prioe^  while  tha 
great  mass  of  the  holders  know  nouilnff  at  an 
of  the  matter,  and  are  left  to  the  mere  mercy 
of  events.  But,  if  the  Bank  is  really  so  ratuated 
that  the  nation  can  know  nothing  of  its  con- 
cerns, the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  it  the  better. 
The  nation  is  a  mere  stockholder  in  the  Bank, 
it  has,  as  such,  all  the  rights  of  any  other  stock- 
holder, and  may  sell  out  its  interest  whenever 
it  may  think  it  most  expedient  to  do  so.  Bat^ 
what  right  have  we  to  suppose  that  the  holdos 
of  the  stock  do  not  themselves  know  ita  traa 
value?  The  selling  off  of  onr  portion  of  tiie 
stock  can  have,  if  any,  hat  a  very  trivial  effect 
Our  selling  out  of  our  stook  cannot  jnstiy  be 
interpreted  as  a  proof  that  the  Government 
have  withdrawn  their  protection  from  the 
Bank ;  there  is  no  genUeman  here  who  thinks 
of  touching  the  charter  dnring  the  period  it  has 
to  run — and  the  buyer  of  the  stodc  knows  thii. 
He  goes  into  the  market  with  his  wita  about 
him.  Do  ^ntlemen  suppose  that  tiie  buyer  of 
this  stock  IS  in  ignorance  of  what  is  transacted 
here  f  And  why  do  they  suptose  he  will  fear 
to  pnrohase  it ;  u,  while  7  miUiona  of  the  pub- 
lic stook  is  taken  out  of  it,  by  paying  so  mnc^ 
of  the  public  debt,  the  same  amount  is  thrown 
into  it  by  the  sale  of  our  bank  stock  ?  Snre^i 
by  SDch  a  transaction,  tiie  market  will  Tirtaauy 
be  left  as  it  is  at  present.  I  am  williDg  to  al- 
low that  the  stockholders  {wrchaaed  with  the 
understanding  that  the  Gh)vemment  would  con- 
tinue to  hold  its  stock  in  the  Bank.  It  oer- 
tainly was  not  to  be  anticipated  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  sell  out  during  the  present  year. 
But  the  question  of  its  value  is  a  matter 
very  simple  calculation.  According  to  the  se- 
curity of  payment,  and  the  rate  of  interest  pud, 
so  will  1»  the  price  <^  the  stock  in  market 
Our  oitiMns  are  not  going  to  he  deorived.  W« 
have  thrown  enough  in  the  market  to  test  ila 
value,  and  that  value  is  weD  aseert^ed. 

Ur.  Haiolton  said  that,  after  the  discusrioa 
which  the  suttject  had  received,  and  all  that 
had  been  said,  and  so  well  s^  he  should  not 
have  been  disposed  to  protract,  in  any  d^rec^ 
a  debate,  out  of  which  littie  pr»:tical  luefamess 
was  likely  to  arise,  if  some  observations,  look- 
ing to  ulterior  consequences  of  no  small  mo- 
ment, had  not  fallen  from  some  of  the  gmtle- 
men  who  had  entered  into  the  discussion,  which 
he  thought  did  not  belong  either  to  the  eriss 
or  to  the  sulject  itselt  He  should,  otiierwise^ 
have  contented  Umself  with  a  riloit  vot*  in 
the  negative,  however  highly  be  req>ected  the 
motivM  of  the  mover  of  the  proposition,  and 
have  rested  the  vindication  of  the  vote  he  was 
about  to  give  on  the  unanswerable  argnment 
which  his  colleafoes  and  the  gNitieman  jhna 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  6<«hav)  had  presented  d 
this  snl^ect 
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Bnt  gentlemen  had  not  stopped  where  this 
qneation  pnqwrly  aided;  the  course  wfaldi 
uiej  had  taken  in  their  amune&t,  had  seemed 
almoet  to  inwly,  that  the  decMon  of  the  |ffea- 
•nt  qaestion  nad,  if  not  a  direct,  at  least  a  re- 
mote omneotioti  with  a  larger  and  more  im- 
portant inqoiiy  in  relation  to  the  policy  of  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tiie  UDited 
States.  Now,  for  one,  Jie  viiQied  this  kept  en- 
tirely ont  of  view ;  and  he  protested,  in  litnins^ 
against  either  the  discnssion  or  Tote  of  the 
Hoose  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
yir^nia  being  considered  as  an  indication  cS 
the  feelings,  much  less  a  commitment  of  tiie 
opinion  of  this  hodj,  to  which  no  sach  gnestion 
even  indirectly  belongs,  and  which  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  ooon^  requires  should  be  an 
opca  qnestion,  to  be  dedded  by  those  who  are 
to  come  aftw  na,  with  a  knowledge  amplified 
and  oorreoted  by  tlie  experience  of  eight  years 
to  oome.  He  was  awara  that  it  woold  be 
a  large,  he  might  almost  say  a  mommtons 
qneation,  perhaps  in  a  period  of  peace  the 
most  so  of  any  which  was  likely  to  agitate 
this  confederacy  for  the  next  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  was  aware  that  ^is  ^antio 
institution,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btates, 
would  be  brought  to-  a  strict  account ;  that  it 
wonld  be  inquired  how  it  had  dischaiged  the 
hi^  purposes  for  which  it  was  created;  wheth- 
er it  Ladf  indeed,  pven  na  a  imifbrm  cnirency, 
ooptoiu  ud  healtUtal ;  whether  it  bad  equalized 
the  exehan^  of  the  oonntry,  and  had  applied, 
at  the  periods  it  was  most  wanted,  a  remedy 
to  one  of  the  severest  erils  that  can  befall  a 
ecmununity  It  all  adTanc«d  in  civilization  and 
the  arts — a  decreasing  circulating  medium. 
These  were  questions  he,  for  one,  was  willing 
to  leave  with  those  who  would  be  called  upon 
to  decide  them,  as  well  as  the  vast  and  com- 
plicated relations,  constitutional  and  political, 
which  belonged  to  the  whole  topic. 

It  was  tme  that  his  ooUeague  (Hr.  UoDur- 
m)  had  expressed  his  satiafaotion  that  the 
mntleman  mm  Virginia  shonld  have  indicated 
his  belief  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  wonld  be  renewed.  He,  H., 
would  not  say  that  such  a  sentiment  was  not 
founded  on  enlarged  consideration  of  national 
policy,  but  he  would  undertake  to  say  this, 
that,  without  public  sentiment  in  the  State 
firtHn  which  they  both  came,  underwent  some 
ohang^  before  this  question  came  up  for  con- 
uderation  if  he  and  his  colleague  entertained 
such  opinions  then,  he  rather  thouf^t  their 
constituents  wonld  be  apt  to  depute  some  otiier 
agents  than  themselves,  to  represent  their  sen- 
t^ents  on  tids  snl^eot,  howevw  highly  and 
iustiy  the  eiMutitnents  of  his  friend  and  eol- 
leagne  appreciated  his  (Mr.  HoD's)  public 
services.  The  truth  was  not  to  be  eonoealed, 
that  in  all  tiiose  States  in  which  the  income  of 
the  Government  vastly  exceeds  its  local  expen- 
ditures, the  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  felt  with  more  or  less  severity 
andinooDTenience;  on  the  other  hand,  in  those 


Btates  where  the  Government  spends  locally 
a  greater  part  of  what  It  collects,  the  operation 
tH  this  institution  is  not  rally  comparatively 
innocent  but  beneflda!.)  Sonui  Ctarmina  haf^- 

Sins,  nnibrtunately,  to  m  in  flie  former  pi«- 
cament,  ont  of  that  verr  o(mditiou  of  tt&ga 
which  he  had  indicated,  uid,  althon^  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  a  mere  instru- 
ment, it  was  very  natural  for  those  who  were 
writhing  under  the  exhaustion,  to  find  fault 
with  the  organ  of  suction  itsek  and  in  the 
agony  arinnc  from  taking  the  medicament  not 
to  be  entirely  aatisfled  with  its  sanative  in- 
fluenoe. 

There  was  another  point  in  this  discussion 
against  which  he  wonld  enter  his  protest,  and 
that  was  the  inflneuoes  that  were  emjrioyed 
from  abroad,  for  begetting  an  extraorainazy 
sensitiveness  in  this  Home  that  any  allosim  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  erai- 
neotion  of  the  Government  with  it  was  ft  most 
serious  derangement  of  the  finandal  otmditioa 
of  the  country.  Some  gentieman  seemed  to 
think  this  subject  was  only  to  be  touched  by 
the  practised  hand  of  a  ftmdholder;  that  a 
man  of  plain  sense  and  common  hones^  was 
not  to  approach  it;  and  above  all,  it  was 
eminently  mischievous  fbr  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  to  entertain  such  a  discussion, 
or  inquire  into  oar  interest  in  this  oo-pertner- 
ship,  forsooth,  beoaose  the  qieonlations  on 
'Change  might  be  sn^endad  fin-  a  di^  or  two^ 
and  some  over-grown  stockjobber  realize  two  at 
three  per  cent,  less  than  he  otiierwise  woold. 
He  knew  well  that  a  plethoric  fnndhd^ 
was  one  of  the  most  sensitive  mortals  npm 
the  face  of  the  earth ;  that  he  oon^dered  the 
barometer  of  'Ohange  Alley,  of  aJmost  as  much 
value  as  the  scripti^es ;  and  a  fall  in  the  price 
of  stock  nearly  as  severe  a  calami^  as  tiie 
entire  loss  of  the  sacred  writings.  Oohbett  has 
humorously  told  us,  that  nobMy  can  touch  a 
ruffle  in  the  brocade  of  the  Old  Lady  in  Thread- 
needle  Street,  as  he  calls  tiie  Bank  of  England, 
withoat  pving  her  a  fit  (tf  hysterics  and  sat- 
ing the  whole  oonnt^  in  oommotitm.  We 
seem  to  be  coming  to  ue  same  state  of  thhigs. 
But  this  is  not  sU;  my  fiiend  from  Virginia 
cannot  introduce  a  matter  involving  a  mwe 
financial  question  of  profit  and  loss,  withoat 
being  charged  with  a  party  plot  of  the  worst 
omens. 

Now,  sir,  although  this  gentieman  has  qoite 
wit  enough  to  contrive,  and  quite  finnness 
enough  to  carry  into  effect,  a  tolerable  conspi- 
racy on  all  proper  occasions,  he  has  too  much 
honesty  to  be  engaged  in  any  that  are  not  in 
harmony  with  the  purify  and  integrity  of  his 
whole  life;  and  qnite  too  much  wiadmn  to 
undertake  a  conqiiraoy.  without  piwdooaly 
providing  o<HispiratorB,  which  be  seems  to  have 
overlooked  in  this  matter;  yet,  depend  upon 
it,  that  many  an  old  fimdholder,  roasting  his 
feet  before  the  fire,  will  tremble  in  his  flannel 
for  his  plum,  and  no  donbt  exclaim — tiiere, 
yon  see  now  it  is  the  moment  these  Jackson 
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men  have  got  posseBrion  of  the  House ;  awaj 
goes  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  "sk;- 
hi^h,"  and  we  shall  next  see  the  "  military 
ohieftain"  after  his  elecUon,  making  his  war, 
sword  in  hand,  into  the  vaolts  of  the  Bank, 
and  seinng  its  coffers  as  bis  especial  portion  of 
the  booty  after  the  strife  and  victory.  Be 
qniet,  gentlemen.  Be  assured  we  do  not  mean 
to  mn  onr  heads  against  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States — and  this  onr  vote  wiU  show. 

Bnt,  sir,  to  be  serions,  I  am  &r  from  thinking 
that  it  is  an  enl  to  those  who  pennaDently 
invest  in  the  stock  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
to  know  that  the  policy  of  that  &istitn^n 
mar  sometimes  be  ducnssed  here,  however  pre- 
Jnuclal  it  may  be  to  the  interest  of  those  w1h> 
speculate  in  its  scrip. 

If  onr  silence  at  any  time  when  we  ought 
to  speak  ^ves  an  artificial  appreciation  to  tbis 
stock,  it  is  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and 
those  who  are  the  victims  of  their  own  igno- 
rance and  the  knavery  of  others,  who  smTer, . 
and  who  will  be  sure  to  snffer,  if  any  false . 
dednctions  are  made  from  the  sentiments 
which  the  House  is  about  to  pronounce  on  the 
rii^e  proporition  before  them. 

Iliat  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolatioa  of  the 
gentlenun,  I  need  seareely  repeat,  and  for 
reasons  which  are  at  once  connected  with  con- 
nderations  that  carry  with  them  somewhat  the 
force  of  a  moral  obUgation;  reasons  which 
were  stated  with  unanswerable  force  by  my 
colleagne,  Qtr.  Duttov,)  which  may  be  com- 
prehended in  a  single  sentence,  to  wit :  that  it 
entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  1,600,000 
dollars  which  the  Bank  paid  the  United  States 
as  bonus,  that  this  co-partoership  dionld  con- 
tinue during  the  duration  of  the  charter. 

I  say,  then,  let  tbis  institution  go  on  unem- 
barrassed by  either  our  fears  or  prdudices ;  let 
it  eqjoy  all  those  advantagea  for  which  it  was 
honestly  and  fisithfnlly  pud  a  Adl  equivalent 
And  whilst  we  are  provident  of  the  presoit, 
let  08  be  uncommitted  as  to  the  ftiture. 

Mr.  Weeks  sud  he  had  yesterday  opposed 
the  motion  for  ac^oumment  from  his  anxiety 
to  see  the  question  disposed  of^  and  had  not 
intended  to  say  a  word  in  the  debate-;  bat 
since  it  had  been  discussed  to  day,  it  bad  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  mind  in  a  doable  aspect. 
One  of  tlieee  views  had  been,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, anticipated,  by  the  gentleman  from  SouUi 
Oarolina,  who  had  just  taken  his  seat;  he 
would  ther^we  curtail  what  he  had  intended 
to  afV^  on  tiiat  head.  He  johied  heartily  the 
protest  against  any  pledge  being  derived  from 
the  decision  of  the  present  question,  as  to  what 
this  House  would  do  when  the  question  of 
renewal  of  the  Bank  charter  should  come 
before  it.  He  held  that  the  House  would  be 
under  no  obligation  derived  form  this  source, 
but  perfectly  free  and  unfettered  as  to  grant- 
ing or  refusing.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution ;  not,  however,  because  he  held  the  sale 
of  stock  to  be  any  violation  of  a  contract  with 
liw  Bank.  The  contract  of  Qovemment  with 
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the  Bank  owt^ed  two  speeifio  obligaticns; 
first,  that  Uie  Qovemment  shall  supervise  ths 
manner  in  which  its  affUrs  are  conducted.  This 
sUpnlation  was  separate  and  independent;  it 
was  introduced  because  the  United  States  wm 
to  make  all  ite  deponts  in  this  Bank  But  s 
second  stipulation  was,  that  the  Govemneiit 
should  have  a  share  in  the  direction,  as  it  con- 
tinued bound  to  superiq^d  also  the  liberties 
and  interests  of  the  American  people.  Should 
a  maomioth  institution  like  this  be  left  vitliont 
any  ntedal  guardianship  or  control,  it  mif^ 
poBsibly  beoome  an  Inatmrnoit  in  the  bub, 
of  some  ambitioua  aqdrant  to  pot  a  mm' 
upon  his  head  and  ruin  the  freedom  and  bsppi- 
neaa  of  Ids  peoide.  The  next  sdoulsticu  tu, 
that  the  United  States  should  hold  oDe-fiftlk 
part  oi  the  stock  of  the  Bank.  As  a  itock- 
holder,  however,  she  has  olearly  a  right  to  tdl 
out  whenever  she  shall  deem  it  expedient  for 
her  fixed  interest  to  do  so.  We  are  tdd  in  th« 
volume  of  truth,  *'  all  things  are  lawfiil  to  me, 
but  all  things  are  not  expedient.^  The  sals 
was  lawful,  but  he  was  opposed  to  it  a>  not 
being  expedient — and  <^  this  he  did  not  despur 
to  convince  the  gentleman  from  Virpnia  mas 
the  arguments  he  had  himnftif  emf^ed.  Thit 
gentleman  bad  shown  tbnt  tin  iHice  ol  tbi 
stock  depends  npon  the  abundance  of  the 
means  to  purchase  it,  and  the  difficulty  of  other 
investment,  and  had  correctly  inusted  thit  if 
while  United  State  stock  is  diminished  bj 
redemption  of  the  Fublio  Debt,  tbe  meao^ 
of  other  investments  are  supplied  by  throwing 
so  much  Bank  stock  into  market,  no  greit 
difference  in  the  state  of  the  markC  wajv^j 
to  be  ^prehended.  There  might  peihtpi  be  s 
tem^rary  depresaon  in  the  pnce  of  thiastock, 
but  it  would  be  only  temporary  and  tiiBfl«ii; 
to  BO  much  of  the  gentleman's  amuDsat  1m 
entirely  agreed.  Another  poiid  of  tbe  aif*- 
ment  was,  that,  in  propiHtion  aa  tbe  Pnhlie 
Debt  was  paid  off,  the  opportonities  of  inTCit- 
ment  eqj^^^  ^7  pubhe  mditon^  oo^t  to 
be  increased.  This  also  waa  true  as  a  gaxnl 
position.  But  were  they  iK)t  abondant,  and 
duly  increasing  t  This  was  a  moment  of  rst 
speculation  in  undertakings  of  all  sorts.  Tbe 
stocks  in  market  were  almost  innmncr^: 
Hannfaotnring  associations,  canal  owipsiufs 
road  companies,  &o.,  &C.,  were  all  competiion 
for  the  loose  and  floating  c^tital  d  the  DUiGO. 
This  was,  therefore,  a  most  nopropitioosnuaiutt 
at  which  to  oflbr  oar  stock  for  salr.  The 
modes  of  invMtments  were  already  posieswd— 
andf  acomrding  to  the  gentleman^s  own  docuin^ 
in  relation  to  demand  and  suj^t,  tbe  iMi 
could  not  be  expected  now  to  hold  its  ftvi. 
But  should  Government  wait  tUTlbese  sennl 
stocks  were  in  a  good  degree  taken  np,  tie 
United  States  Bank  Stock  might  be  oSerti 
with  much  better  prospects  of  a  uofitabk  f**- 
Instead  of  23  per  cent.,  it  mi^t  thta  bris| 
60,  and  even  60  per  cent,  advance. 

'*  The  Qnesticm  "  was  now  loodly  deoawW 
from  all  ndes  of  tbe  Hoosb 
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Hr.  Bakbofb  rose  to  make  some  conoloding 
remarks: 

As  to  the  general  principles  which  had  been 
adraooed  on  the  other  side,  he  woold  not 
detun  the  House  sare  hj  a  tanglo  remark ;  and 
that  was,  tiiat  if  he.coald  for  one  moment 
believe,  that,  hj  introducing  the  presoit  meas- 
nre,  he  was  in  the  remotest  manner  tonohing 
ibe  pledged  fUth  of  the  nation,  the  resolution 
would  have  fallen  stiU-bom  from  bis  band. 
That  &i^  which  holds  t(^ther  the  moral  aa 
well  as  the  political  world,  he  wonld  never 
Tiolate.  OompMnts  had  also  been  mode,  Uiat, 
hj  effboting  snoh  a  sale,  the  Goremmeat  would 
treat  the  Bank  nnjnstlf .  This,  also,  was  what 
be  woald  never  be  guilty  of;  but  was  this 
complaint  well  founded?  Gentlemen  spoke 
of  the  great  advantages  conferred  hj  the  Bank 
OD  th*  OoTcmment.  and  nieak  as  tiiongh  we 
were  under  obUgationa  of  gratitude  to  that 
institution.  Obligations  of  gratitude  1  And 
m  we^  aa  stoekholdeta,  to  he  bonnd  on  this 
conmderation  f  The  benefits  have  at  least  been 
ftillj  reciprocated.  Nay,  the  depletes  alme 
of  the  immense  fands  of  the  nation  were  an 
abundant  compensation.  We  place  in  the 
bands  of  this  institution  an  annual  amount  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Now,  it  was  per- 
fectly well  known  to  all  persons  oinversant  in 
banking  o[)erationB,  that  cash  in  the  vaults  of  a 
bank  forms  almost  as  efficient  a  fund  on  which 
to  proceed,  as  the  stock  itself.  It  is  true  this 
amount  is  liable  to  be  called  for  by  its  owners 
nt  any  moment:  but  it  generalqr  haj^ned 
that,  whUe  sums  were  drawn  out  by  some,  tbey 
were  deposited  by  others,  and  tiiat  one  bo 
nearly  balanced  the  other,  that  the  specie  in 
the  vanlta  had  very  truly  been  s^d  to  cbaiwe 
its  owners  much  more  frequentiy  than  its 
plaoe.  The  Qovernment,  too,  can  borrow 
money  at  five  and  four  and  a  half  per  centum, 
and  might  even  get  it  at  four  per  centum.  The 
Bank  had  secured  by  its  charter  the  important 
privilege  of  receiving  six  per  cent,  interest 
on  all  the  notes  discounted  by  it,  which 
privilege  was  secured  for  twenty  years.  And 
thon^  the  rate  of  stock  may  be  diminidied  by 
Am  ndsmanagement  d  the  institution,  tiiat  is 
not  to  be  eluvged  to  the  Goverament,  and  does 
not  enter  into  the  consideration  oi  gratitude. 
Berides,  this  Bank  is  a  kind  of  mobopoly  of 
the  advantages  derived  fram  Government :  for 
the  Gk>vernment  is  bound  to  charter  no  other 
Bank  within  the  United  States,  unless  in  the 
district  of  Oolumbia.  Mr.  B.  concluded,  with 
declaring  that  though  he  would  never  be  the 
oonsciona  instrument  of  violating  in  any  manner 
the  faith  of  the  Government,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  Bank  oonld  make  any  juat  complunt 
so  long  as  it  continues  to  get  more  than  an 
equivalent  for  all  the  advuitages  ever  derived 
from  its  institution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adc^tion 
of  the  resolution,  yeas  9— 4iays  174. 

So  ihe  nsolumm  was  rejected. 


[H.orB. 


lIosDAT,  December  S4. 
Old  Sedition  law. 
Mr.  HuntTOK  submitted  the  following : 
Whereas  a  law  wis  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Sutes,  ammved  on  tbe  14th  July,  I7SS,  ea- 
titied  **  An  act  in  edition  to  an  act  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certdn  crimes  agalast  the  ITnlted  States  ;** 
which  said  act  Is  eommouy  known  by  tbe  name 
the  Sedition  Uw ; 

£a  it  molMd,  That  the  said  Uw  was  a  violation 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  "  abridg- 
iiwthe  freedom  of  tbe  l«ess.** 

13§  it  furthtr  ruolv^  That,  as  several  persons 
were  inmcted,  convicted,  and  Buffered  in  pecuDiary 
penalties  under  this  law,  that  the  Committefl  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  directed  to  report  a  bill  which 
shaU  make  full  provimon  for  refbadlng  to  the  said 
persons  the  amount,  with  lawful  interest,  of  the  flnea 
which  they  may  have  paid  to  the  respective  Har< 
shals  of  the  District  Courts  empowered  to  levy  and 
receive  the  same.  And  in  case  of  tbe  death  or  the 
absence  from  the  United  States,  of  any  of  the  said 
parties,  then  to  their  l^al  reneseutatives,  or  snob 
person  or  persims  a*  nuiy  be  duly  authoriacd  to  r^ 
ceive  the  same. 

ySx.  Hamilton  stud,  that  be  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  asking  tbe  House  to  consider, 
at  tbe  present  moment,  the  resolutions  which 
he  had  just  had  the  honor  of  submitting.  His 
objeot  was  rather  to  indicate  tiie  time  at  which 
he  should  ask  such  a  consideration ;  for  he  was 
aware  that  the  resolutions  covered  too  much 
ground,  and  involved  too  many  delicate  con- 
siderations, both  of  prindple  and  expediency, 
to  be  precipitately  disonssed. 

He  noped  thatj  as  an  act  of  justice  which 
he  owed  to  himself,  he  might  be  permitted  to 
avow,  that,  in  moving  in  this  m^ter,  fad  was 
influenced  by  no  deEore  to  make*  the  past  sub* 
servient  to  any  purpose  of  contemporary  excite- 
ment. The  resolutions  were  introduced  because 
he  believed  that  the  parties  who  had  suffered 
in  pecuniary  penalties  under  the  Sedition  Law, 
were  just  aa  much  entitled  to  have  the  fines 
which  they  had  pidd  refunded  to  them,  as  an 
ordinary  suitor  in  a  Court  of  Justice  was  to 
have  a  sum  of  money  refunded  to  him  which 
he  had  paid,  either  through  fraud  or  mistake^ 
and.  In  nis  hnmUe  opinion,  the  only  effbetnal 
mode  of  oflbring  a  flt  atonement  for  tbe  viola- 
tion inflicted  on  the  constitntion,  by  the  pass- 
age of  the  Sedition  Law,  was  to  make  full 
indemnity  to  those  who  had  Buffered  by  its 
enforcement. 
Tbe  question  was  one  purely  of  abstract 
ustice  and  constitutional  law,  and,  as  such, 
e  desired  to  present  it.  He  challenged  the 
fullest  discussion  and  freest  opposition,  and  had 
no  hentation  in  declaring  that,  if,  in  the  light 
which  the  debate  was  calculated  to  elicit,  he 
should  be  convinced  that  he  was  snstainiug,  on 
prindple,  an  nntenaUta  pontion,  he  would  be 
tbe  first  to  relieve  the  House  of  all  Airther 
trouble  in  regard  to  tbe  resolutions,  by  moving 
to  withdraw  them.  But,  believing  precisdy  the 
reverse^  all  he  asked  was  ta  equl  frankness 
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on  all  sides  of  the  House,  that  the  qaesUon  might 
be  met,  not  blinked  or  shonned^  and  finallj, 
vpeolj,  and  manfol^,  set  at  rest  foraver. 

He  woold,  therefore^  for  the  present,  more 
that  the  reeolntlonB  be  printed,  and  lie  on  the 
table^  and  it  was  so  ordered. 


Thvudat,  December  27. 

SmohUionary  Land  Warrantt. 

The  following  resolntion,  snomttted  hy  Kr, 
HiHBB,  was  taken  np  and  read. 

"JUtolved,  That  the  Secretsrr  of  War  be  directed 
to  Uv  before  this  House  a  autement  of  the  number 
of  luUtary  Land  Wuruits  doe  to  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  die  BeT<dutionai7  war,  which  remain  in  his 
office  onealled  for,  detdgnating  the  namber  of  wtr- 
lanti  and  qnantity  of  luid  doe  to  the  line  of  each 
State,  respectively.  And  thst  be  also  state  what 
namber  of  such  warrants  have  issued  from  the  War 
Department  within  the  last  five  years." 

Mr.  OoNDicT  suggested  a  donbt  of  the  pm- 
denoe  of  such  a  measure  as  the  resolution  pro- 
posed. If  the  information  sought  for  was 
to  be  published,  the  interests  of  those  whom 
the  gentleman  wished  to  benefit  would  be 
ezpoeed  to  iidnry,  and  a  scene  of  qwculation 
tiJKe  place  soon  as  every  one  woaM  deprecate. 

Kr.  "Mnmt  observed,  that  the  names  (tf  per- 
SHU  entitled  to  KUitary  Bounty  Lands  were  not 
laked  for  by  the  resolution,  and  woold  not, 
of  course,  be  given.  The  information  sought 
was,  the  number  of  warrsnts  due  to  each  Line 
on  the  Oontinental  Establishment,  and  the 
number  of  warrants  issued  dnring  the  last  five 
years.  At  the  last  session,  Kr.  K  sud,  he 
bad  taken  occasion  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Hoose  to  this  sabject;  and  on  his  motion  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  authorizing  a  committee 
to  inc^nire  into  the  expedteney  of  extending 
the  time  for  soldiers  to  uply  for  tiieir  war- 
rants. A  bill  was  leported,  and  a  law  passed 
for  that  purpose.  At  that  time  he  learned  and 
stated  the  eztraxMrdinary  &ct,  thi^  there  were 
no  leas  than  nz  handred  land  warrants  doe  to 
tbe  Pennsylvania  line  alone.  The  presnmptlon 
was  a  fiiir  one,  tiiat  there  was  a  proportionate 
nnmbw  due  to  the  line  of  every  otLer  State, 
existing  at  the  Revolution;  in  the  aggregate 
making  some  thousands  of  warrants,  embracing 
some  of  the  first  lands  in  Ohio.  In  this  point 
of  view,  it  would  be  seen  to  be  a  matter  of 
considerable  importance.  Ky  purpose,  said 
Kr.  K.,  in  asking  information  in  this  precise 
form,  was  to  attract  the  attention,  and  awaken 
the  interest  of  many  members,  to  the  snbject 
Each  gentleman,  from  the  old  thirteen  Stetes, 
Bedng  the  snmber  of  warrants  still  due  to  his 
own  State,  would,  of  course,  feel  a  more  lively 
interest  in  the  matter,  than  he  would  do  to 
learn,  merely,  the  lugregate  number  of  war- 
rants due  to  the  whole  army.  As  it  regarded 
Pennsylvania,  he  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the 
subject;  six  hundred  militaiy  land  warrants, 
distributed  among  her  .old  soldiers,  or  their 
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representatives,  would  carry  eomfOTt  to  maj 
a  cottage.  It  was  their  dne.  It  was  the 
price  m  their  t<dl  and  blood,  and  onght  no^ 
m  his  opinion,  to  be  withheld  from  tbem 
longer.  No  private  individual  would  fed 
Jostified,  if  he  had  tide  papers,  or  property  of 
another  in  his  possession,  of  which  that  other 
person  was  ignorant,  in  remaining  aileut,  sod 
keeping  possession,  because  the  own^  did  not 
ask  for  that  which,  thongh  his  own,  he  «u 
ignorant  of.   Ko,  sir,  an  honest  man  would  take 

gains  to  inform  the  rightfhl  owner — to  briiu; 
ome  to  him  a  biowledge  ot  his  rights,  ilr.  It. 
thought  it  our  duty  to  do  so.  It  eonM  be 
r^onall^  accounted  fin-,  that  such  a  large  num- 
^ler  of  land  warranta  remained  due,  only  on 
the  SQppotition  that  the  persons  owning  them, 
were  ignorant  of  tlieir  jost  claims :  near  hslf 
a  century  had  passed  away ;  the  soldiers  lirins 
were  old  and  poor ;  it  was  time  knowledge,  sad 
thereby  justice,  should  be  brought  home  to 
them,  ^lat  it  was  ignorance  of  their  ri^ti 
prevented  application  for  their  warranta,  wta 
partially  proved  by  a  fact  which  bad  beea 
stated  to  him.  A  gentleman  in  Kajrlaod, 
highly  respectable  and  intelligent,  did  not 
obtain  a  warrant  dne  him,  ever  since  tbe 
Berohition,  until  within  tbrae  or  four  yean 
accident  having  broo^t  him  to  a  knowledge 
of  his  ri^t.  u  intemgMit  men  were  ignwanti 
the  poor  and  unlettered  soldier  nd^t  be  pre- 
sumed also  to  be  uninformed  of  hisinst  clsiiu. 
Should  this  resolution  pass,  sud  Mt.  H.,  tod 
the  information  sought  be  obtained,  it  was  my 
intention  to  propose  another  measore,  thst  i^  to 
^ve  information  in  every  State  of  tbe  names 
of  persons  entitled  to  land  warrants.  But  ben- 
tofore  tbe  War  Departm^t  had,  and  very 
wisely,  kept  such  mformation  to  itseUj  leet 
specmatfflrs  should  purchase  up  the  sc^dien* 
rights  for  a  mere  trifle,  and  obtain  all  ths 
benefits  themselves.  If  infiHination  AonM  U 
publicly  given,  this  must  be  efibcnally  goarded 
against  To  provide  such  sa^^u'^  *^  ^ 
sAme  time  &Et  infonnaUon,  without  which  tbs 
addiers  could  never  obtsdn  their  ri^ts,  was  s 
part  of  his  plan.  He  wonld  provide  by  Uv 
that  no  transfer  should  be  valid  for  five  yean, 
nor  then,  unless  approved  by  the  Governor 
the  State  where  made,  as  Qie  guardian  of  tb» 
Boldiers'  rights.  With  such  provision,  be 
thought  the  name  of  every  person  entitled  to  a 
warrant  might  safely  be  made  public.  B<^ 
this  matter  fur  fiiture  consideration.  Ko  mu 

ftublication  was  now  contemplated— no 
nformation  was  now  asked  for.  The  infiirna- 
tion  sought  by  t^e  resolaticm  could  Dduer 
benefit  &e  speculator,  nor  i^nre  the 
It  would  be  general,  and  of  a  chanoter  he 
thought  useful  and  proper. 

Mr.  KoOoT  opposed  the  resolntion,  as  &^ 
to  be  productive  of  more  harm  than  good. 
Should  the  Secretary  of  War  publish  the  names 
of  these  warrantees,  it  woold  lead  to  someth^ 
worse  than  speculation ;  it  wonld  produce  fnw 
andforgeiy.  He  coold  not  see  the  use  of  gsU* 


Bmdvtimarjf  Land  TTarroRt*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BBBATES  07  GONGRES& 


628 


Jascabt,  1838-3 

ing  far  snch  a  liaL  It  mxy  be  inroeoted 
any  member  at  pteamre,  on  the  bo^  of  tbtf* 
Bepftrtment.  Let  goitlemen  examine  tt  there, 
tna  if  the^  found  the  names  any  of  their 
own  oonstitnente,  they  would  oonTey  the  in- 
fimuation  to  them  in  a  private  manner,  and 
thns  avoid  the  dangers  which  would  necessa- 
rilj  attend  a  publication  (tf  the  names  to  all 
the  world. 

Ur.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  presnming  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  the  reaolution  was  not  aware 
that  a  similar  call  had  been  made  a  few  sessions 
ago,  called  his  attention  to  that  &ct ;  and,  re- 
ferring him  to  the  doenments  then  received 
from  the  Department,  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion lie  cm  the  table,  at  least  till  the  gentleman 
ooold  have  an  oppwtonl^  of  eumintaig  them. 

The  motion  preraUed. 


TtainwuT,  Jannaiy  8, 1888. 

Ifr.  ^u.  mored  the  fUknring : 

Bualvti,  niat  the  Oomndttee  of  WUtarr  AffUrs 
be  imtnnted  to  Inquire  into  the  ezpewenc;  of 
ertabUshiAg  en  armo^  on  some  p^nt  on  Barpeth 
Birer,  io  the  BWs  TennaaNe. 

Ur.  Bnx,  of  Tennessee,  e$H,  as  the  resola- 
tion  was  intended  onlj  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  on  IClitary  Affairs  to  the 
•oMeet  embraced  in  it,  he  did  not  present  him- 
self before  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  making 
any  general  remarks  upon  the  expediency  ^ 
establishing  an  armoiy  upon  the  Western 
waters,  nor  with  anv  view,  In  de^,  of  the 
gronnds  upon  which  he  would  urge  the  utua- 
tion  of  that  particolar  district  of  the  West,  for 
fiuh  an  establishment  designated  in  the  reso- 
lution. Bvi,  said  he,  a«  in  offering  it  I  do  not 
Istendto  pqr  a  mere  oompUmentc^tiie  season 
to  the  interests  of  tiiat  section  of  the  country 
vhieh  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I  1)^ 
kave  BOW  to  state,  that,  if  the  subject  shall  be 
thonf^t  of  snffident  consequence  to  engage  the 
seriona  attention  of  the  committee,  (and,  m  my 
judgment,  it  deserves  a  place  in  their  delibera- 
tions,) I  expect  to  be  able  to  show,  that  tiie 
country  npon  the  lower  branches  of  the  Cam- 
berland,  and  upon  the  south  side  of  it,  com- 
bines all  the  advantages  desirable  in  a  site  for 
an  extensive  manufactory  of  arms,  common 
to  those  places,  which  have  hitherto  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  tlua  Hoase,  under 
more  fkvmble  anqplces.  I  expect  also  to 
show,  that  this  part  of  the  country  possesses 
other  advantages  which  are  peculiar  and  ex- 
clusive ;  and  I  will,  in  due  time,  take  the 
trouble  npon  myself  of  embodying  the  infor- 
mation necessary  to  this  effect 

That  I  may  not  be  thonght  too  sanguine  In 
my  estimate  of  the  condition,  both  national 
and  adventitious,  of  the  section  of  country  al- 
luded to,  permit  me  to  state  one  fact,  whicli, 
I  am  snre,  our  Atlantic  brethren  will  not  be 
unooncemed  to  hear.  Within  the  last  four  or 
five  year^  the  manufuctitre  of  bar  iron  in  Mld- 
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die  Tennessee,  has  increased  in  such  a  degree, 
that  tbe  produce  ttf  the  works  npm  the  Jmil- 
ata,  whieh  fbrmnly  foond  an  extendve  and 

jirofitable  market  in  that  country,  is  now  rare- 
y  to  be  met  with  in  our  aiiopa,  and  tlie  Swedes 
iron,  which,  though  the  product  of  the  indua- 
try  of  another  hemisphere,  and  burthened,  as 
it  is,  witii  duties,  has  been  afforded  in  our 
market  lower  tlian  the  Juniata,  is  also  fast  dis- 
appearing. In  tmth,  however  iU-ad^ted  the 
population  of  that  State  may  be  to  other  manu- 
factures, that  of  iron  must  flourish,  both  by 
reason  of  the  superior  quality  of  ore  which 
abounds  there,  and  the  diminished,  and  still 
diminishing  vaJne  of  that  kind  of  labor  which 
is  almost  ezolusively  employed  in  reducing  it 
In  the  same  tract  of  ooontry,  water  power  aoa* 
oeptible  of  sjiplieation  to  all  unds  of  madhinery, 
exists  to  every  necessary,  and  even  desirable 
extent  Fossil  coal,  too,  is  found  npon  the 
banks  of  the  Onmberland,  and,  as  the  means 
of  transportation  by  water,  to  every  point  upon 
the  Missisuppi  and  its  branches,  at  this  time 
accessible  from  other  quarters,  are  not  restrict- 
ed from  this  point,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be 
found,  upon  inquiry,  that  no  greater  mistake 
could  l>e  committed,  than  to  suppose,  either 
that  the  principal  materials  consumed  in  an 
armory,  or  that  all  the  essential  articles  of 
subsistence  could  not  be  afforded  npon  as  low 
terms  there,  as  at  any  other  place  In  tiie  West- 
ern country.  There  are  outer  otHisiderationa 
connected  with  tiits  subject,  which,  hi  my 
opinion,  should  rive  this  point  on  the  Western 
waters  a  decided  preference  over  those  which 
seem  to  have  been  more  attended  to ;  but  these 
I  will  not  now  urge,  nor  even  mention,  8ndi 
a  course,  I  apprehend,  would  be  likely  to  pro- 
voke an  immediate  discussion,  whic^  would 
be  premature,  and  might  be  useless.  Hie  sug- 
gestions ^eady  thrown  out,  are  designed  not 
so  moch  to  make  any  Impression  upon  the 
House,  as  to  elicit  a  fall  inquiry  on  the  part  of 
the  ocKumittee,  and  the  dhuacter  of  the  gentle- 
men placed  upon  that  committee^  gives  me  ibm 
assurance  thai  the  ^ropontion  eontwned  in  tiie 
resolution  will  receive  a  cuidid  and  impurtial 
examination. 
The  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 


FsnuT,  January  4. 

Ssmoval  ^  Indiani. 

Mr.  Hailb  said,  that  he  had  some  days  since 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  a  resolution  In 
reference  to  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  Indians,  which  he  desired  now  t* 
call  up  for  consideration. 
The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 
"Jit*olv«d,  That  the  Committee  cm  Indian  Aftfas 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expedieuey  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  enable  the  Cboetews 
and  Chickasaws  to  explore  tlie  country  beyond  the 
river  Uissiosippi,  and  to  provide  the  means  for  the 
siqiport  of  sneh  Indians  who  are  disposed  to  ea^ 
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gnte,  mod  are  wQUne  to  emlatoe  tbe  benevolent 
otjecU  designed  b;  tkt  GoTernment,  ' 

To  this  resolution  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indians, 
offered  an  amendment,  when  it  was  before  the 
House  on  the  11th  December,  to  include  the 
*'  Fattawattamie  and  Miami  Indians,"  and  tbe 
question  recarred  on  tbia  amendment 

ICr.  MoLuir,  of  Ohio,  (Ghurman  of  the  Oom- 
ndttee  on  Indiin  A^rs,)  atated  that  the  com- 
mittee  bad  the  sabject  vt  that  resolution  now 
before  them,  and  were  preparing  a  report  upon 
It,  which  the;  intended  shortly  to  present  to 
the  Honse. 

Ur.  Haiue  observed,  that  his  resolution  had, 
he  believed,  been  offered  previously  to  any 
other,  on  the  general  subject  of  the  removal  of 
Indians,  and  he  had  been  told  by  those  gentle- 
men who  had  offered  amendments  to  it,  that 
they  would  consent  to  withdraw  those  amend- 
ments, in  order  that  his  might  be  considered 
separately.  Hie  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
Vidian  Committee  was  not,  he  apprehended, 
fully  acqnainted  with  the  ntnation  of  the  two 
tribea  to  which  his  reaolntion  referred.  In 
1830,  there  had  been  guaranteed  to  the  Cbicka- 
sawB  and  Cboctaws,  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  a  large  tract  of  land  west  of  the 
Mississippi ;  but,  since  that  treaty^  no  steps 
had  been  taken  to  carry  this  pledge  mto  effect. 
On  the  contrary,  8,000  whites  hod  encroached 
upon  their  territoi^,  an^  were  driving  tbem 
back,  at  the  same  time  tl^t  every  inducement 
had  been  held  out  to  them  by  the  Government, 
to  obtun  their  consent  to  emigration.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  tribes  referred  to,  had 
peculiar  claims  on  the  attention  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee oi  Indian  AfFair&  and  he  wished  Uiat 
committee  to  report  to  the  House,  whether,  in 
fheir  judgment,  the  tract  guaranteed  by  the 
treaty,  was  to  be  given,  as  it  had  been  promised, 
or  some  other  tract  in  lieu  of  it. 

Mr.  Siirro,  of  Indiana,  having  no  objection 
to  the  object  of  the  resolution,  and  not  being 
desirous  of  throwing  any  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  its  adoption,  withdrew  the  amendment  to  it 
which  he  had  before  offered. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Ya.,  believed  this  was  the 
first  time  an  appropriation  had  been  asked 
from  this  House  to  enable  Indians  to  go  into 
the  wilderness  to  endore  it.  He  had  thought 
that  the  oljeot  of  the  tjttiem  adopted  by  The 
Gweral  Government,  with  respect  to  the  In- 
diana, was  to  civiUze  those  people,  and  to  get 
them  (Hit  of  the  wilderness.  As  the  reverse, 
however,  seemed  intended  by  this  resolution, 
he  was  opposed  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Haile  said,  that  Government  hod  made 
a  treaty  by  which  they  were  bound.  If  solemn 
treaUes  were  to  be  considered  as  of  any  avail, 
and  the  Government  mcaut  to  act  in  good 
fiaith,  these  Indians  ought  to  receive  what  hod 
been  promised  them.  It  was  with  a  view  to  this 
ei^that  he  had  offered  the  resolution. 

Ibe  resolution  was  adopted. 


[JuBiar,  UtL 

Coiut  Jhtn^portAtvm  tjf  Slam. 

Mr.  Mntanx,  of  South  Oandina,  oStni  the 
following  resolution : 

Ruelved,  That  tbe  ComD^ttee  of  Ways  *ad  Xeau 
do  inqTdre  into  the  expe^eney  of  repeiEngiouach 
of  the  ISth  section  of  an  act  to  prohitnt  die  ia- 
porUtlon  <^  sUvea  Into  any  port,  or  place,  niihin 
the  jurisdictloa  of  the  United  Slatea,  txL,  u  requirts 
that  the  owner  or  captain  intending  to  trt&spoit  \ 
sUve,  coutwise,  from  one  port  to  uotber,  in  ttt 
same  State,  shall  previoody  delivtt  to  the  Cdlrtior 
a  manifeat,  spediyinr  tbe  name,  age,  etc.,  of  wd 
slave,  and  swearing  that  the  said  dav*  had  aot  btcn 
impwMd  rinoe  the  year  180B,  and  that  be  wu  Wi 
to  aervioe  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Mrohhx  iidd  that,  without  laat  «• 
planatim  of  the  fiwta  referred  to^  the  resdntioi 
must  1>e,  in  a  great  measure,  tmintdnpUe.  la 
1807,  Oongrees,  in  pursoanoe  of  a  cUom  in  tbe 
constitution  on  that  subject,  passed  an  act  np- 
pressing  the  slave  trade.  The  10th  sectiw  of 
that  act  required  that,  when  a  slave  arrires  in 
any  part  ox  the  United  States,  in  a  renel  of 
more  than  40  tons  borthen,  the  c^itain  wA 
owner  must  unite  in  an  oath  tliat  the  Eltre  W 
not  been  imported  since  the  1st  Janttirr,  IMS. 
This  ceremony  was  acoonapanied  with  fe«  to 
the  collector  of  $1  60,  and  if  tbe  parties  fuled 
to  comply  with  this  requirement  of  tb«  set, 
the  vessel  was  to  be  confiscated,  and  tbe  <^ 
tain  to  pay  a  fine  of  $1,000.  At  ^  timedu* 
act  passed,  theae  requiremaita  were  viM  aad 
proper ;  becaose,  at  that  time,  our  whole  cotsl 
swarmed  with  vessels  engaged  in  the  sla^e 
trade ;  but  the  olgect  of  this  and  other  acu 
had  been  fully  accomplished,  and  tlist  tnde 
might  now  be  pronounced,  so  &r  as  ire  wot 
concerned,  to  be  completely  suppressed.  Tbe 
last  accounts  receivM  from  our  stslioo  in 
Africa,  declared  that  the  English  sod  Ameri- 
can branches  of  the  trade  had  ceased.  AH 
those  formerly  engaged  in  it,  had,  by  the  Mter 
ity  of  our  laws,  been  expelled  from  the  conn- 
try,  and  DO  sudi  trade  was  now  carried  on  ia 
any  part  of  our  coast  The  act  to  n\aA  b 
referred,  therefire^  while  it  tmposed  a  t«7 
severe  tax  on  the  pe<^e  of  the  Sooth,  m 
under  the  present  state  of  thinga,  prodocttTe  d 
no  benefit  whatever.  Its  operaJbcn  wti  htf- 
assing  at)d  oppresnve.  If  a  gentleman  wished 
to  go  with  his  servant  from  Chariestoo  to 
Beaufort,  the  oaptwn  is  under  the  Tocaat;  of 
giving,  in  his  mamfest,  an  aeooont  of  tbit 
slave.  His  oath,  and  that  of  the  owner. 
be  submitted  to  the  collector,  though  that  oS- 
cer  should  know  ever  so  well  the  &ct  tob* 
substantiated ;  and,  if  a  gentleman  sendi  ^ 
slavo  up  and  down,  fifty  times  tn  tbe  conrw 
of  tbe  yeartiie  same  ceremony  must  be  ft« 
through.  This  is  trouble  and  expeosc,  via- 
out  any  useftil  end. 

Mr.  M.  said,  that,  though  he  was  hioue^f  > 
slaveholder,  he  was  as  warmly  and  sncerrir 
opposed  to  the  slave  trade  as  any  geatlaUB 
from  the  Northern  States  poasihiy  eooU  K 
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wd  could  he  be  ooDTinoedthatsooh  aproTirion 
as  this  was  neoeiury  to  the  patting  down  of 
tiiat  traffic,  he  would  be  the  lut  man  to  oppose 
it ;  bat  he  was  c(»iTinced  that  it  was  whollj 
uioecessarj,  and  as  it  interpoeed  a  Texatioas 
embaiTBniiient  in  the  interooorae  between  the 
SonUiem  States^  he  waa  dedrous  of  seeing  it 
repealed;  bnt  wiahedto  obt^  tlu ojuiuihi of 
tite  CoBunittee  irf  and  Ueaiu  <n  that 
nbjeet. 

Mr.  Ubbozb  aaid,  that,  withont  intencUng  to 
express  any  opinion  npon  the  sobject  of  the 
inqairy  which  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caro- 
luta  was  desinnu  to  institute,  he  could  not  re- 
frain from  correcting  the  erroneoas  impression 
which  he  seemed  to  hare  formed,  toat  the 
slave  trade  was  abolished.  On  the  oontrarj, 
he  believed  that  it  waa  now  oarried  on  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  at  ai^-  f<»iner  period  of  its 
hifltorj ;  and  to  aonw  cxtenL  though  preciselr 
to  what,  1^  AmeriMn  oaintal,  be  would  not 
undertake  to  determine. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Canal  in  ihs  Territory  ^  MitiKigan, 

Br.  Worn  oflbred  the  ii[^wi]ig : 

JImo/vmI,  Tbat  the  CommHtee  cm  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instmeted  to  faiqaire  into  the  expediency 
ef  ftf^ropriating  a  som  of  money  for  examiniag  and 
detennining  apon  a  ndtabla  route  for  a  canal  acrooB 
the  penioflubt  of  JUGcbigan,  to  connect  the  waters  of 
Uke  Hicbigan  with  those  of  Lake  Erie. 

JtuoltMd,  aUo,  That  the  same  committee  be  io- 
■tracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a|ipro- 
priating,  for  the  purpose  of  making  said  canal, 
trtctii  of  land  on  each  ude  of  said  rente,  equal  in 
qoantit  J  to  those  heretofore  granted  for  construct- 
ing  the  lUiaota  and  Indiana  Canals. 

Ur.  WiKa  said  that,  as  the  importance  of  the 
resolutions  might  not  at  once  be  apparent  to 
the  House,  he  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  a 
moment,  whilst  he  briefly  stated  a  tew  of  the 
reasons  which  have  indicated  the  propriety  of 
the  present  inqniry.  The  diffioolties  and  dan- 
gers wluch  attend  the  passage  oi  our  north- 
veaton  lakes;  tiie  exposures  to  whieh  the  lives, 
the  healthy  smd  the  prraertj  of  individuals,  as 
well  as  the  property  ca  the  Government,  are 
sobjected ;  the  freqaeot  losses  which  ore  sua- 
tai^d,  both  by  the  public  and  by  indiridnala, 
ia  encoonterin^  a  navigation  of  nearly  eight 
hundred  miles  m  extent,  from  the  head  of  Lake 
£rie  to  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan,  which  is 
difficult,  if  not  dangerous,  even  in  the  most 
bvorable  seasons  of  the  year ;  indeed,  the  atter 
impractioability  of  navigating  some  of  our 
moat  northerly  lakes  and  struts,  during  the 
winter  months,  Kr.  W.  said,  all  conspired  to 
reader  it  an  ol^eot  of  no  inconsiderable  mo- 
ment, not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  oonn- 
try,  but  to  the  Gorenunent  ita^f,  to  effect  aa 
q?«BdUy  as  possible  »  safe  ohannel  of  com- 
monicstioa  aoroas  the  peninsula  of  that  tnri- 

tOTT. 

this  object  once  Bcoomplished,  together  with 
that  of  the  IIlin<Hs  OanaL  for  tha  conotmotfaHi 
VoulX^-W 


of  which  the  GoTemment  has  already  made  a 
large,  if  not  an  ample  provision,  you  not  only 
avoid  the  necessity,  in  time  of  war,  as  well  aa 
peace,  of  transpOTtiog  every  description  of 
property,  destined  for  the  supply  of  your 
northwestern  and  weatem  ports,  throng  a 
long  ch«n  <tf  narrow  straits,  which  bring  you 
within  musket  shot  of  the  BriUiii  shore ;  as 
well  as  the  dangers  of  a  boisterous  lake  navl- 

fstion,  to  which  I  have  just  adverted ;  bnt  you 
are  at  woe  a  safe  and  easy  inland  oommanW 
cation,  upon  nearly  the  whole  line  vt  your 
northern  and  northwestern  (W>ntier,  extending 
from  New  York  to  the  Missisnppt 

I  present  this  sulject,  Kr.  Speaker,  the  more 
confidently,  because  it  is  not  trammelled  by 
those  constitutional  objections  which  have  been 
heretc^ore  urged  against  umilar  propoaitiona 
Arom  the  States,  The  whole  route  <tf  this  0(MI- 
templated  canal  la  within  the  limlta  of  a  teni^ 
tory,  over  whieh  tiie  United  Stotea  ezerdaa 
the  enhuAve  aoverelgnty ;  and  within  whieih 
the  ITntted  States  are  the  prindpal  owners  ot 
the  soil.  .To  such  as  may  not  have  adverted 
to  the  snbjeot,  who  are  not  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  the  geography  of  tbat  cotint^,  and  the 
facilities  with  which  the  object  may  be  accom- 
plished, the  item  of  expense  might,  at  first^ 
seem  to  be  an  oUecti<m.  Oareftd  examinations, 
however,  have  been  made  by  a  number  of  onr 
most  Boientifid  and  intelligent  citizens,  who 
hesitate  not  to  say,  that  a  canal  may  be  con- 
structed across  that  pwiinsula,  at  less  e^>ense 
than  any  one  of  similar  extent  which  has  ever 
been  attempted  in  the  Union. 

If,  ther^re,  ;to  fiidUt^  the  intereoane 
between  the  different  aeetiona  of  the  United 
States;  if  to  render  the  transportation  of  prcn^ 
erty  both  oYmp  and  aofe ;  if  to  wdumee  the 
value  of  the  j>nbtio  dom^  by  improving  it, 
and  thereby  inviting  it  to.  a  heolthfal  and  en- 
*terprifling  popnlation;  itito  give  stability  to 
your  frontier  settiements  that  quarter,  and 
add  strength  to  on  extended  and  defenoelesa 
frontier,  be  Intimate  objects  for  Oon^>re8sional 
le^slatira,  and  worthy  the  connderation  of  the 
Govemmant—thm,  rir,  I  mi^  indulge  the 
hope  tiut  the  resolutions  whieh  I  have  had  the 
honor  submitting,  will  be  fiivorably  received 
by  the  House,  and  will  obtain  a  direction  to 
that  committee  from  whose  investigations,  not 
only  the  citizens  of  the  territory,  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  who  feu  a  deep  interest 
in  the  subject,  bnt  the  Government  itsd^  mi^ 
anticipate  beneficial  remits. 
The  resolntiMia  were  then  agreed  ta 

Com  ^  Mariffny  jyAutertM. 

The  remainder  of  tiie  day  was  spent  in  de- 
bate npon  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Horigny 
D'AuUnive.  This  was  a  private  bill,  provimng 
for  remnneratittg  the  olainiant  for  the  lost  time 
of  a  slave  inq>re8sed  into  the  aervioe  of  the 
United  States,  at  New  Orleans,  and  who  waa 
wounded,  and  also  for  hospital  charges. 

Mr.  LiviBaeTOH  aaid,  that  the  Ckunmittee  of 
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dainw  aaBome  it  as  s  prindple,  tiiat  the  United 
StateB  (JoTemment  is  not  bonnd,  in  any  case, 
to  pay  for  slarea  ii^nred  or  lost ;  becMue  they 
■re  not  considered  as  property.  A  prindj^e 
like  ttiiB,  (said  Hr.  !L,)  u  one  of  the  moat  aui- 
oos  importance,  not  only  to  my  constitaents, 
but  to  all  those  who  are  Interested  in  this 
epeclea  of  property,  throoghoat  a  large  and 
Tery  important  portion  of  these  United  States, 
filaves  not  property!  "What  are  they  tbenf 
If  not  property,  they  are  free :  if  they  are  not 
oor  proDMiy,  ve  have  no  right  to  tiieir  aer- 
Tioe :  if  thcf  are  not  property^  the  whole 
foandafaon  oa  which  the  oonatitation  of  tlds 
Union  reeta,  is  shaken.  AxA  is  it  by  a  by-blow 
like  this,  tfajit  so  imprntant  a  principle  is  to  be 
establi^edl  I  trost  not.  I  trust  that  the 
representatives  of  thoee  States  who  are  so 
'^uippy,  yes,  sir^  I  say  so  happy,  as  not  to  pos- 
sess any  of  this  species  of  property,  will  not, 
by  sanctioning  sncn  a  principle,  lay  a  founda- 
tion for  that  discontent,  for  that  jealousy,  for 
that  divirion,  and  for  all  those  most  serious 
consequences,  which  must  result  from  such  a 
■^iuon.  The  sum  in  thia  bill  is  nothing;  it  is 
not  to  be  spoken  of-4t  ii  not  for  that  I  now 
addresB  thia  House ;  bnt  I  ahonld  baa^  betray 
th«  doty  I  owe  to  thoee  who  ban  entrusted 
their  Interests  to  my  hands,  did  I  not  protest 
agunst  the  admission  of  a  principle  like  that 
■advanced  in  this  report  Ind^,  sir,  it  can 
acarcely  be  believed,  that  the  Oommittee  of 
Claims  intended  to  establish  it.  The  terms  on ' 
which  we  entered  into  the  social  compact,  and 
without  which  it  would  never  have  been  form- 
-ed,  the  laws  whiob  have  been  passed,  and  the 
treaties  made  under  it,  most  all  have  prevented 
their  coming  to  this  oonolosioD ;  and,  inde- 
pendent of  these,  the  laws,  not  of  the  Sontlieni 
States  only,  bnt  in  those  very  qoarten  of  the 
4Nmtinent  when  tnah  an  (^ilnion  aeema  now  to 
be  held— the  laws  «§  those  State*  wotdd  have 
tanght  them,  that  Upa  o|^ion  could  not  proper- 
W  be  held.  How  l0ng  la  it  since,  in  those  very 
Bti^es,  the  laws  whiw  otnuidered  them  to  be 
as  much  property  as  any  other  article,  have 
been  repealed  I  In  New  York,  within  the  year 
— in  other  States,  Aey  still  exist.  It  would  be 
well,  therefore,  for  gentlemen  who  might  be 
inclined  to  favor  the  doctrines  of  this  report, 
to  look  at  home,  and  see  whether,  by  voting 
for  it,  they  do  not  sustain  a  principle  as  much 
at  war  with  the  laws  of  their  own  States,  as  it 
is  with  the  OonatitnUoD  and  laws  of  the  United 
States.  With  all  this  evidenoe  before  them,  I 
can  acaroely  bdleve  it  tqbaTO  been  the  deliber- 
ate Intention  of  the  req>eetable  oommittee,  to 
declare  that  slaves  were  not  the  property  of 
■their  masters ;  yet  whatever  may  have  been 
their  intention,  their  language  is  but  too  plain ; 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  report  admits  of  no 
other  conclosion.  I  move  yon,  therefore,  an 
amendment  to  the  bill. 

Khe  amendment  of  Mr.  L.  went  to  introduce 
use  aUowicg  the  claim  for  the  iiijury  done 
jto  the  alav«^  and  for  medieal  attendance  on  Mm.] 


[JiiRiBr,  18M. 

Mr.  WHmxnr,  a  member  the  Cosnnittee 
of  Cl^ms,  and  who  had  repotted  the  IhI!  imda 
conMder^on,  spoke  in  reply.  He  sud  he  ex- 
tremely rwr«tted  that  the  gaitleman  from 
Loni^ana  (Mr.  Litikobtov^  had  thoi^  prop- 
er to  exhibit,  in  the  disouautm  of  this  qnesUon, 
so  much  spirit  and  warmth  of  fedbg.  It  ts  t 
question,  sud  he^  that  oo^ht  to  be  decided  dit- 
pasnonately,  on  its  own  intrinmo  merita,  with- 
out awgjdng  sectional  feelings  oc  jealooskc; 
and  he  tmrted  tbat  his  (Mr.  L.*8)  q)peil  ta 
Southern  genUemen  to  rally  roond  his  Maod- 
ard,  wookl  not,  on  this  oooanon,  be  leraoaM 
to  by  them.  He  mi^t  aBsmredlyhanuHt^ 
ed  firom  charging  the  oommittee  wilh&lsehood, 
uad  with  having  introdaoed  into  the  npon 
any  sentiment  or  exfvearion,  wbich  hu  dccw- 
sarily  provoked  this  debate.  The  connnitttt 
studiously  av<rfded  touching  the  qnestioD  vhich 
the  genUeman  apprehends  is  so  vitillf  im- 
portuit  to  the  slaveholder.  The  wbde  ii 
argnment  is  based  on  false  premised,  and  ia 
dMucti<mB  are  of  oonrse  errooeoui^  He  takts 
it  for  granted,  that  the  committee  biTe  aid 
"  that  uaves  are  not  prt^r^."  In  this  he  b  i 
mistaken;  there  is  no  snob  podtiea  takwiii  I 
the  report  They  have  aaid,  that  "dsves'tfe  | 
not  pat  on  the  footing  vt  ^iqierty,  snd  ptid 
for,  when  lost  to  the  owner  in  the  pnblic  fcr- 
vice."  Can  the  gentleman  diqirove  the  tntb 
of  thia  assertion,  by  recurring  to  a  nn^  ok, 
where  the  Government  has  pud  for  a  dive 
lost  in  the  service  f  When  the  gentlemin  ip- 
peals  to  the  passi<Hi8  of  the  cotomittee,  (od 
presses  upon  its  consideration  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  have,  in  thia  inrtaoce.  ad- 
vanced new  and  alarming  doctrioea,  it  b^ 
hooves  him  to  look  into  former  reports,  ai 
ascertain  from  them  the  sentiments  of  fcattr 
committees,  when  dedding  on  nmiUr  qott- 
tions.  The  Cmnmittee <tf  OUna  ^  totl« 
sabjeot  the  most  unremitted  attention,  aad  m 
not  content  themselves  with  exsniiiuaf  ^ 
printed  reports,  bnt  they  also  cardUlj  fxaauo- 
ed  all  the  manuscript  repeats,  from  the  coo- 
mencement  of  the  last  war ;  nay,  tber  vtT. 
still  frrther ;  they  sent  to  the  Roister  of  the 
Treasury,  and  inquired  of  him  whether  tb«« 
were  any  instances,  during  the  BcTolautaary 
war,  where  staves  had  iMen  paid  for  ij  tlte 
Government,  and  the  answer  waa,  there  i 
none.  It  cannot  be  soppoeed  that,  dnring  ^  \ 
long  and  arduous  sb-uggle,  who)  the  wmk 
energies  of  the  oonntoy  were  pot  in  icqnind^ 
there  were  no  davea  in  the  BerrieaBorlB* 
some  of  them  were  not  dain  in  battK  v 
otherwise  lost  to  the  owners 

He  denied  the  right  of  the  Goremoest  &> 
impreas  slaves,  and  said,  therein  the  iBter^ 
of  the  master  was  amply  protected.  Be  ok, 
the  country  waa  to  be  daended  by  free  hkc 
and  he  would  advocate  no  priaeiidie  vt-i^ 
would  enable  them  to  stay  at  ham,  and  nai  ; 
their  slaves  into  the  ranks  of  the  §mj.  <* 
which  would  compel  the  Goverament  to  » 
press  them.  Slaves  can  no  more  Im  nofimm 
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tbsn  minora — who  are  not  liable  to  perform 
military  doty ;  bat  mppoBB  a  minor,  m  the  time 
of  imminent  danger,  waa  in  the  aervioe,  would 
hia  parent  or  master,  if  an  appreotice,  have 
anj  claim  oq  the  OoTemment  for  a  remunera- 
tion for  hia  loss,  if  sacb  minor  was  killed  or 
wouided  in  batUel  No  one  would  pretend 
that  he  would ;  and  why  not,  if  the  master  is 
to  be  compensated  for  the  loss  o^  or  for  imnry 
done  to,  his  alave?  The  aerrioe  of  the  mmor 
is  not  the  leas  valnable  beoanae  he  ia  whit& 
and tfaeparent or ntaater ia  ordinarily  enUtled 
to  it.  The  disDDsmon  of  these  topics  ia  at  all 
fimee  nnpleaaant,  and,  in  thb  inatance,  it  Is 
wholly  unnecessary  and  gratnitooa.  So  far  as 
my  information  has  extended,  those  in  the 
SMk-daTefaoIdiDg  States  have  for  their  breth- 
na  m  the  Sonth  the  kindest  feelings;  they 
consider  slavery  to  be  a  natitmal  evil,  and  are 
^qiosed  to  relieve  the  country  from  it,  so  for 
as  meets  the  acqnieeoenoe  of  the  slavdiolder, 
and  no  &rther. 

Mr.  LirmosTON  said :  The  gentleman  aays  I 
bave  miaaaderatood  the  committee,  and  that 
tbey  do  oourider  alaree  aa  prc^rty.  Well,  air, 
if  utj  whf  hATa  Ihej  not  allowed  eompenaa^on 
foruniriidiuryl  BnthaTelmisnnderatoodthe 
committee  ?  Have  they  not  carefully  employed, 
throoghont  their  report,  in  every  case  (bat  one) 
where  tbey  apeak  of  the  slave  of  M.  D'Anterive 
the  word  aervant,  and  carefolly  avoided  ^le 
word  slave  ?  [Here  Mr.  L.  quoted  the  report] 
^ow,  tiie  genueman  tells  ns  that  the  committee 
have  nowhere  aaid  that  a  slave  ia  not  property. 

But  they  have  aud  expressly,  that  tbey  have 
Dot  been  oonsidered  by  the  Government  as 
property  which  ought  to  be  pud  for  when 
taken  for  public  nse.  And  the  addition  to  the 
phrase  in  which  it  is  a^d  that  they  are  not 
property,  cannot  qualify  it  ao  aa  to  lessen  the 
effect  odf  that  allegation,  ud  the  aentence  has 
VntMy  the  aame  meuung  aa  if  it  had  read 
thus :  *'  Slaves  have  never  been  oonndered  \iy 
the  Qovemment  as  property,  and  therefore  are 
not  to  be  paid  for."  If  they  are  property,  of 
viy  description  whatever,  they  must  be  paid 
for  when  taken  for  public  oae.  The  constitu- 
tion makea  no  distinction.  It  embraces  all 
private  property,  of  whatever  nature.  If  Oon- 
Sress  could  distinguish  and  say  this  species  of 
private  property  shall  be  compensated  for,  that 
shall  not,  the  provision  of  the  constitutioo 
vonld  be  nogatory,  and  every  species  of  prop- 
er^  mi^t  in  Its  torn  become  the  subject  of 
^  exception.  We  mast,  then,  argne  upon  the 
^IBpcMt,  not  upon  the  explanation  of  it  given 
oj  one  of  the  members  who  made  it. 

Mr.  FoKT  aaid  he  rose  for  the  pnrpose  of 
"nogiiiff  to  the  ootioe  of  the  House  a  single 
The  gentleman  firom  Loniuana  had  put 
uie  matter  on  ite  tme  footing.   If  this  slave 
oad  been  imprenssed  and  lost,  those  who  im- 
pressed him  most  be  held  to  pay.   This  princi- 
BO  far  from  never  having  been  acknowl- 
or  acted  upon  by  this  Government,  bad 
expreaaly  acknowledged  and  acted  apon 


1^  or  B. 

in  a  very  memorable  instance.  The  gentleman 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims  said,  Uiat  pay- 
ment had  never  been  made  by  this  Government 
for  slaves  lost,  and  had  quoted  a  string  of  pre- 
cedents to  prove  it ;  but  of  all  the  cases  cited 
by  the  gentleman,  only  one  had  any  bearing 
on  the  present  bill,  and  that  was  the  case 
where  the  sickness  of  the  slave,  contracted  in 
the  service,  was  not  cortunly  proved  to  have 
been  the  cause  of  his  death ;  but  it  was  this 
donbt  only  that  waa  the  trae  reaaon  why  the 
alave  hod  not  been  paid  for,  and  not  any  donbt 
whether  the  alave  waa  to  be  reckoned  aa  prop- 
erty. But  the  inatance  to  which  he  had  at  flrat 
alluded,  was  one  that  conld  not  be  denied  or 
doubted.  In  oar  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
this  Government  openly  claims  payment  for 
slaves  forcibly  taken  away,  and  the  claim  has 
been  allowed,  and  large  sums  paid  by  the 
Briti^  Government  on  uiis  very  principle.  If 
this  is  not  an  acknowledgment  of  the  principle 
by  this  Government,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
what  can  be ;  and  surely  our  own  Government 
is  aa  much  bound  by  it  aa  the  Government  of  a 
foreign  country. 

Mr.  MeOoT  (of  the  Committee  of  Clidms) 
aaid,  tiiat  thia  was  a  delicate  subjecflt,  and  he 
ooold  not  help  thinking  that  the  argament  of 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  w^  in  its  prao> 
ticaltendency,  more  injurious  to  Ae  interest  of 
the  Southern  States  than  that  advocated  bv  the 
Committee.  The  Government  (said  Mr.  McC.) 
does  not  pretend  any  legal  right  to  take  and 
use  thia  species  of  property,  and  he  was  not  will- 
ing to  coerce  its  employment.  He  waa  one  of 
those  who  would  not  willingly  have  a  single 
slave  in  or  about  the  Army  at  all.  He  thought 
onr  aoldiers  should  all  be  freemen.  That  Gov- 
ernment in  its  treatment  of  slaves  considered 
them  as  eomething  more  than  property. .  The 
conatitution  does  the  aame — ^it  con^dera  them 
not  only  aa  property,  but  as  persona  alao.  The 
Government  has  no  authority  whatever  to  call 
slaves  into  the  public  military  service.  There 
maybe  justice  in  some  cases  in  allowing  for 
their  loss :  but  he,  for  one,  had  rather  see  all 
the  slave  owners  of  the  South  suffer  some  loss 
than  grant  claims  of  this  kind,  and  thus  sanc- 
tion the  principle  that  Government  has  a  right 
to  impress  slavea  into  the  service.  He  lEnew 
that  the  States  in  which  this  kind  of  property 
existed  had  their  own  laws,  by  which  uavee 
were  made  property  in  the  most  complete  sense 
of  that  term.  But  these  were  not  laws  of  the 
General  Gtoverameat,  The  Government  has  no 
control  over  alaves — and  he  would  rather  lose 
a  slave  entirdy  than  admit  that  the  Generd. 
Government  had  a  right  to  take  it.  So  far  waa 
the  Government  from  pretending  to  this,  or 
admitting  the  principle  now  contended  for 
when  the  law  of  1816  made  provisions  for 
property  lost  in  the  late  war,  a  gentleman  from 
one  of  the  Boutbem  Stetes  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, which  went  to  include  this  species  of 
property  with  ether  descriptions  of  it :  but  the 
nouae,  on  full  ooniideration,  rcgeoted  the  omendp 
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ment,  Thia  fust  had  b  atrong  Inflnenoe  aa  the 
deeiiAon  <tf  the  Committee  of  Olaimi.  *  They 
took  the  law  of  1816  as  th^  enide — and  they 
foand  pleasure  in  thus  being  able  to  aroid  the 
decision  of  the  abstract  question.  The  subject 
had  not  been  lightiy  considered  hj  the  com- 
mittee. He  womd  conclude  by  repeating  his 
conviction  that  the  House  would  do  more 
ii^ury  to  the  alaveholding  States,  by  sanetion- 
ing  the  priuoiple  that  the  General  OovemmeDt 
bave  the  right  to  impress  a  slave,  than  by 
refbsing  the  present  amendment. 

Mr.  Owm,  of  Alabama,  thought  that,  Instead 
of  oherishii^  a  widi  to  avoid  the  question 
involved  in  the  amendment,  It  was,  on  the 
ocmtrary,  very  desirable  that  It  shonld  be  AiUy 
i>resented  for  dedsion.  Let  it  be  considereiL 
let  it  be  fully  debated,  and  let  it  be  finally  acted 
on.  He  thought  somewhat  differently  from  his 
honorable  friend  from  Looisiana,  as  to  the 
present  case,  not  presenting  all  the  prants 
necessary  to  ensure  a  ftill  and  correct  investiga- 
tion :  but  if  the  facts  are  as  stated  by  the  mem- 
ber from  Louisiana,  and  not  contested  by  the 
member  from  Ohio,  then  the  case  is  fully  made 
out ;  but  he  apprehended,  having  once  pud 
some  attention  to  this  question,  ttiat  the 
Teeord  evidence  will  not  support  the  issue 
proper  to  b«  made.  But,  yielmng  in  this  my 
opinion,  or  rather  my  knowledge  o£  the  facts  to 
that  of  others,  and  inasmuch,  too,  aa  this  point 
is  not  contested  in  the  report,  I  wUl  assume, 
that  all  that  ia  requisite  is  embraced ;  and  when 
the  decision  has  gone  forth  to  the  country,  let 
it  be  distinctly  understood  that  all  the  material 
&cts  sustain  the  Issue. 

I  shall,  therefore,  proceed,  not  fearing  nor 
anticipating  consequences.  And,  sir^  could  it 
be  presented  to  Congress  for  adjudication  or 
legislative  regulation,  whether  the  slave  was 
the  property  of  the  master  or  not,  I  conid 
readily  conceive  that  the  most  appalling  con- 
sequences would  ever  attend  Its  pn^ress  here ; 
and,  sir,  though  I  have  all  the  oonffdmee  that 

eitriotism  can  demand,  in  the  action  of  this 
OQse  or  Oongreaa,  aoting  within  its  Intimate 
qjhere  cf  delegated  powers,  yet,  sir,  the  very 
act  of  its  transcending  that  limit,  would 
destroy  that  confidence.  It  matters  not  that 
this  step  should  be  on  a  point  connected  with 
this  particular  class  of  rights,  delicate  as  it  has 
ever  oeen  oonridered,  and  on  which  the  jealousy 
of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
oountfy  is  properly  excited,  or  whether  it  shonld 
be  on  any  tAher.  The  first  act  of  assumed 
nnoonatitotional  right  here,  ia  ia  viohition  of 
the  cluuter  that  binds  ns  together,  and  there- 
fore beccunoea  a  nsoipatlon.  and  any  nantpation 
Is  aluming,  whether  in  thu  Government  or  any 
other,  bat  more  especially  In  this. 

Is,  then,  the  question  to  l>e  raised  here, 
whether  this  class  of  people  is  property  t  Bir, 
it  cannot,  nor  will  not,  I  hope,  be  gravely 
asked  or  answered ;  and  to  my  mind  it  is  only 
involved  by  your  granting  the  indemnity,  or 
by  yoor  nfiual  of  it.   If  granted  incidentally, 
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it  i>  dedded ;  thoi^  intrinrically  yon  gan 
no  greater  vali^ty  to  a  right  wsady  vakti 
and  complete:  but  if  reftased,  yon  withhold 
fh>mapOTtion  of  the  people  <tf  this  Union,  that 
which  you  have  repeatedly  granted  to  another 
portion,  and  prevent  the  fifth  article  of  the 
amendments  of  the  constitution  from  hsTing 
dae  force  and  execution ;  for,  witii  otber  things, 
it  declares,  **  nor  shall  private  pn^ierty  be  tak«a 
for  pnblic  use,  withont  Just  oompenastion." 
If  you  refuse  this  "Just  compensation,"  ve 
must  either  say  that  you  violate  the  constitu- 
tion, or  else  yon  dedde  that  slaves  are  not 
property.  Are  yon  then  prepared  to  niln 
such  decision  V  I  think  not.  And,  althonjli 
the  member  fimn  Ohio  sravely  insists  tbt 
slaves  are  persons;  yet  ne  has  not  deai^ 
denied  that  persons  may  not  be  proper^.  Sir, 
what  ia  it  we  lock,  to,  to  aaoertatn  what  is  or 
what  Is  not  property  t   It  is  to  law. 

We  are  told  that  there  ia  no  authority  to 
impress  a  slave ;  that  it  is  in  violation  of  Uw; 
that  this  is  a  species  of  property  above  the  law. 
I  ^rant  it,  sir,  and  the  very  same  principle  I 
clami  as  equally  applicable  to  any  descriptioo 
of  private  property.   Can  gentlemen  p<nDt  m 
to  A  code  of  law  regulating  imprcssmentsf 
None  moh  exist.    The  very  term  bdieatea  iti 
character.  Its  law  is  power,  and  its  ae&a 
necessity.   It  is  not,  nor  never  can  be,  based 
upon  right ;  and  the  vvrj  clause  of  tiie  oonititD- 
tton,  which  I  have  before  recited,  gives  not  the 
right,  but  recognizes  the  power,  and  enforots 
remuneraUon.   This  clause  was  not  ingrafted 
into  the  constitution,  to  delegate  to  tiie  Federal 
Government  a  power  not  previously  poesesaed, 
but  to  compel  the  fulfilment  of  the  demanda  ot 
justice — a  power  inherent  in  all  Govemmeirti 
from  necessity  called  into  action.   AH  Gorern- 
ments  claim  the  power,  bnt  few  grant  the 
indemnity :  oon,  b«Md  npon  prindpka  oi  aten 
justice,  provided  for  the  indemnity,  in  itt 
nmdamental  law,  bnt  left  as  it  ever  afamdd  bs  hA 
—the  regnlatim  of  the  power  to  be  ccBboUed 
by  the  extoendies  of  the  ease ;  and  these  new 
should  be  Tees  than  the  sternest  neoearitT- 
all  impressment  is  above  the  law  :  all  inipreas- 
ment  is  a  trenaass  against  individual  ii8^,t< 
necessity,  therefore,  becomes  the  law,  lod  iti 
operation  should  only  he,  when,  for  the  bwefit 
of  the  whole  it  becomes  neoeasaiy  to  sacnfiee 
individual  interest.   Sir,  in  the  case  before  yoo, 
I  cannot  anticipate  a  denial  of  the  existeoM  ci 
such  necessity :  if  it  ever  did  exist  aoyvhcr^ 
it  surely  did  exist  on  this  occarion.  Ibe  case 
thai  ia  made  out;  theatmig  arm  of  tiM  Gof- 
emment  has  been  exerted  totakeflvm  apriTst* 
dtisen  his  individual  proper^.   Gan  your  Jus- 
tice deny  the  compensation  which  your  power 
enables  you  to  withhold  I  The  impressment  wn 
from  necessity ;  the  indemnity  is  from  the  lav- 

Hr.  MrronELL,  of  Bouth  Candina,  said  tbM 
he  had  not  folly  understood  the  case  for  which 
this  bill  is  to  provide.  The  gentleman  fron 
Alabama  had  expressed  aome  doubts  •>  to  ns 
main  foot,  which  waa  the  iunii  i— nant  of 
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slave.  This  Ur.  K.  eooBidered  as  the  point  on 
which  the  dedbion  most  torn.  If  QoTernmeot 
improssed  the  ftlave,  GoTeroinent  must  pay  for 
his  loss  of  time ;  bat,  if  his  master  Toluotarilj 
took  him  into  the  ranks,  ha  most  sabmit  to  th« 
loM^  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Irill  might 
be  recommitted  to  the  Omnmittea  on  Gl^ms, 
in  order  that  fuller  testimony  as  to  the  main 
point  might  be  exhibited  to  that  committee. 

ICr.  Stboko  said,  that  he  bad  risen  for  the 
patpose  of  reoorriDg  to  a  foe^  in  legishuion, 
which  seemed  to  have  escaped  tha  notice  of 
genUemen.  It  was  a  singular  circumBtanoe,  in 
relation  to  our  slave  population,  that,  up  to  the 
year  1814,  there  was  no  law  which  protected 
them  fWjm  military  service.  Previous  to  that 
year,  the  law  of  enlistment  permitted  officers 
to  enrol  ^'effeoUve  able-bodied  men,"  but  in 
December,  1814,  the  law  was  chonged,  and 
nnoe  that  time  none  maybe  enlisted,  but  "free 
effoctiTe  able-bodied  men."  Before  that  time, 
daves  might  be  enlisted,  but  since  that  time 
thej  cumot.  The  inference  is  of  deep  interest 
to  ul  the  slaveholding  States.  If  it  he  a  fair 
inference  from  what  he  hod  stated,  that  the  in- 
tendment of  our  previous  Legislatures  had  been 
that  slaves  should  form  a  peculiar  species  of 
property,  which  was  placed  without  the  reach 
of  military  law,  so  that  they,  like  horses,  oxen, 
and  other  chattels,  might  not  be  taken  for  mil- 
itary nae ;  then  the  explanatonr  statute  of  1814 
would  lose  its  effect,  if  the  doctrine,  now  ad- 
vanced by  gonUemen,  in  sapport  d  this  bill, 
was  to  be  a£nitted.  If  anoh  was  their  wish,  if 
th^  did  intend  to  pnt  this  speoies  of  property 
over,  within  Ihe  reach  of  the  military  power  of 
the  United  States,  so  be  it.  It  was  for  them  to 
indge  ot  This  was  the  great  question  involved 
m  uie  present  discussion :  Shall  slave  property, 
like  horses  and  oxen,  be  placed  without  the 
reach  of  the  arm  of  militai?  government,  or 
not!  If  the  geotiemen  take  the  former  ground 
and  agree  to  pay  for  the  loss  of  tiiis  slave,  then 
tiie  whole  mass  of  slave  population  is  put 
within  the  reach  of  the  Government,  cor 
himself^  ho  did  not  now  say  that  he  ^d  not 
agree  to  take  cither  of  these  aonrses. 

Ox.  HajatTon  sid^  tiiat  he  did  not  rise  for 
file  piupose  of  oontributiog  to  any  excitement 
which  tne  debate  might  have  occasioned:  for, 
if  tiie  question  was  really  a  difficult  and  criti- 
cal one,  (which  he  did  not  perceive,)  it  ought 
only  to  be  wproaohed  with  a  greater  degree  of 
calmness  and  deliberation. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
Congress  is  about  to  decide,  (whatever  may  be 
the  fate  of  the  claim  before  you,)  whetiier 
slaves  be  property  or  not ;  l>ecauBe,  so  long  as 
this  Confederacy  lasts,  and  the  constitution  that 
created  ii^  Congress  has  no  power  to  settle  any 
Moh  question,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  argu- 
ment. The  qoestion,  therefore,  before  tiie 
Honse,  is  not  whether  slaves  be  property  or 
not,  because  the  mere  statement  of  the  propo- 
sition involves  an  absurdity  in  its  terms;  but 
wh^her  ibien  be  any  thing  in  thia  peonliar 


[H.  or  B. 

species  of  property  which  should  deprive  ita 
owners  of  a  just  claim  to  indemnity,  when  iiti- 
Jured  or  destroyed  in  the  public  service. 

To  sustun  the  native  of  this  question,  the 
gentieman  from  Ohio  had  relied  on  several  pre- 
cedents, nearly  sil  <tf  which  he  (ICr.  U.)  con- 
sidered  as  in&pptioable.  For  it  would  be  recol- 
lected, in  the  case  he  had  cited,  in  which  Gtm- 
gress  had  refused  to  indemnity  the  owners 
either  for  the  loss  or  for  ii^ury  to  their  slaves 
in  the  public  service,  was  where  they  had  been 
taken  by  their  masters  into  the  army  as  their 
servants,  for  which  their  owners  received  a  full 
e<^uivalent  in  pay,  clothiog,  and  sabsistence, 
with  a  perfect  understanding  of  the  risk  which 
their  slaves  were  to  encounter.  But  this  does 
not  touch  the  question  of  coercive  impress- 
ment, made  of  a  slave,  not  as  a  scddier,  but  as 
a  laborer,  predsely  as  sny  domestic  ammal  or 
implements  of  husbandry  might  be  taken  for 
the  public  use.  Claims  (tf  tiiis  description 
could,  in  his  view  of  the  subject,  be  piid  with- 
out affirming  any  power  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  enlist  or  to  make  coercive  levies,  by 
way  of  conscription,  of  the  slaves  of  the 
South.  On  the  contrary,  be  thought  the  pay- 
ment of  this  clum  susteiaed  the  converse  of 
this  proposition,  and  proved  that  the  Govern* 
meat  had  no  control  over  slaves  as  military 
persons ;  but  took  them  for  the  mere  purposes 
of  labor,  as  property,  and,  for  their  use  or  in- 
Jury,  tiiur  owners  were  to  be  paid  in  this  light 
alone. 

Mr.  EauoB  said,  that  what  he  had  this  day 
heard  advanced  was  so  very  extraor^nary,  that  it 
called  on  him  to  say  something. '  What  is  this 
case  i  A  man  has  had  his  slave  taken  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  em- 

Sloyed  in  its  service,  and  there  wounded,  if  not 
estroyed.  Shall  the  master  be  paid  for  it,  or 
not  t  This  was  the  question,  which  some  gen- 
tiemen  seemed  to  think  so  terrible.  The  gen- 
tiemen  say  we  must  not  touch  it ;  but  they  do 
touch  it,  and  they  say  the  man  must  not  be 
p:ud,  because  a  slave  is  not  property.  This  is 
the  logic  of  coUeffs-leamed  gentlemen.  Now, 
for  my  own  part,!  do  not  care  when  or  where 
this  question  is  discussed.  I  am  willing  to 
meet  it  anywhere.  The  geotieman  from  Kew 
York  QSr.  Stboko)  has  told  us  that  the  officer 
of  Government,  and  not  the  Government,  must 
be  responsible.  Sir,  this  may  do  very  well  in 
a  certain  school,  but  it  will  never  do  in  a 
school  of  Justice  1  I  can  never  consent  to  such 
a  doctrine  as  that.  I'm  for  putting  the  saddle 
on  the  right  horse.  If  the  servant  of  the  Gov- 
ernment acts  unjustiy  and  tyrannically,  the 
Government  must  pay  for  it)  Who  ever  heard 
of  such  an  argument  t  The  Government  not 
respoiuible  I  Why,  even  in  the  most  despotio 
Governments,  Bn<»i  a  notion  was  never  heard 
of;  but,  in  a  Republican  Government,  like 
oun,  it's  int(derable.  If  ever  there  was  a  Just 
claim  before  this  House,  this  is  one.  And  if 
the  question  is  to  be  argued  how  far  a  slave  is 
the  property  of  his  owner,  I,  for  one,  am  will- 
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inir  to  declare,  before  the  whole  world,  that  I 
bdiere  a  dan  ia  as  mnoh  the  property  of  his 
master  aa  an/  thing  dae  that  he  owna. 

ICr.  Ti.TU>B  aaii,  that  he  had  anderatood  a 
gentleman  from  Booth  Oarolina  (Ui.  Hamil- 
ton) as  having  advaooed  the  opinion,  that  the 
right  to  take  and  employ  a  slave  for  the  public 
■ervloe^  arises  oQt  of  the  imminent  necessity  of 
a  state  of  war.  There  was  a  very  striking  case, 
illastrative  of  this  matter,  which  took  place  in 
1814.  PreTiouB  to  that  time  no  person  had 
been  allowed  by  law  to  be  enlisteu,  onless  he 
was  over  21  years  of  age,  or  the  consent  of  his 
master,  if  he  waa  an  apprentice,  had  been  ob- 
tained  in  writing.  But,  at  that  disastrous  hour, 
while  ntting  uuidat  the  ruins  of  this  capitol, 
Congress  fut  the  necesdty  of  raidug  armies  to 
defend  the  country,  then  attacked  on  ita  sea- 
coast,  on  ita  Dortbem  frontier,  and  in  the  ex- 
treme West.  Under  the  pressure  of  such  a  ne- 
oeauty,  a  law  was  passed,  authorizing  minors 
of  18  years  to  be  enlisted,  without  the  consent 
of  their  masters,  and  the  same  law  was  after- 
wards repeated,  to  the  destruction  of  the  con- 
tract by  which  a  servant  is  bound  to  bis  mas- 
ter. Tet,  even  in  that  law,  the  contract  was 
BO  far  acknowledged,  that  a  part  of  the  bounty 
to  which  the  recruit  bad  a  claim  waa  required 
to  be  paid  to  his  master.  The  injosUce  and 
the  opprwAn  effect  of  tills  act,  waa  pressed 
tipon  the  House  with  very  great  fiorce  cn  argu- 
ment by  a  large  portion  of  the  members  from 
the  Northern  States.  It  was  painted  in  colors 
as  glowing  as  any  which  can  possibly  be  used 
on  the  present  occasion.  But  what  did  Con- 
gress do  t  Were  they  deterred  by  these  argu- 
ments? Kot  at  all.  They  passed  the  bill  on 
the  principle  that  necessity  was  above  law,  and 
tbey  directed  the  servant  to  be  enrolled  with- 
out his  master's  consent.  Some  of  these  re- 
cruits fell  in  battle,  or  by  other  casualties  of 
the  military  service.  But  was  such  a  thing 
tret  beard  of  as  the  master  d  anch  an  appren- 
tice, coming  to  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of 
Ida  aerrant'a  time,  or  the  expense  oi  medical 
attendance?  Never.  Tet  gentlemen  cannot 
ahow  any  valid  distinction  between  such  a  case 
and  that  in  this  bill.  The  difference  depends 
only  on  the  degree  of  loes  or  hardship,  and  not 
at  all  on  the  principle.  But,  more :  a  servant 
with  a  team  was  forcibly  impressed,  and  in  tbe 
impreasment  the  servant  was  slain.  His  master 
had  a  right  to  his  service.  He  was  taken  not 
by  law,  but  by  the  exigencies  of  war,  contrary 
to  the  common  rights  of  mankind ;  yet  it  was 
never  so  much  as  even  protended,  that  the 
Gkrvemment  must  pay  for  his  losa.  The  pres- 
ent bill  resta  on  the  same  principle ;  and  if  you 
allow  the  claim  of  D'Auterive,  yon  must  go 
back  and  include  all  such  cases  as  thoae  I  have 
mentioned. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt,  by  Ur.  Uitohkll, 
of  South  Oarolina,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  the  committee  roae  and 
nported,  and  had  leave  to  At  ag^ 
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Smoval  iff  IndioM. 
•  TSt,  If  cLun,  from  the  Committee  m  Indifli 
AflUrs,  who  were  instructed  to  inqidre  intotbs 
expediency  and  practicability  of  congregating 
ihn  Indian  tribes,  now  residing  east  of  the  Ifis- 
sissippi  River,  to  the  west  of  that  river,  tad  (A 
establishing  a  Government  over  them,  Ac, 
made  a  detailed  report,  accompanied  by  the 
following  InU,  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted : 

"  A  bill  making  appropriation  to  defnj  tlie  ex- 
pense of  certain  Indians  who  propose  U>  emi- 
grate. 

"  Ba  it  enacted,  That,  to  enable  a  depvU. 
tlon  of  the  Chickasaw  and  other  Indiana,  to  b« 
joined  by  such  persons  as  the  Frendent  of  Uw 
United  «atea  may  mppwA  for  that  purpose,  to  ex- 
amine the  country  west  of  die  Mistinippi,  for  the 
purpose  of  selecting  a  portion  of  it  for  a  pennt* 
nent  home,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thonsand  d<rilan  be, 
and  the  irame  is  hereby  apivopriated,  to  be  psid 
from  any  money  In  the  Treunry,  not  oAenriie  ^ 
propriated." 

Com  of  Cc^tvred  Afiieaai. 

The  bill,  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  tlx 
cancelling  of  a  bond  therein  mentdoned,  wu 
twice  read. 

It  having  bera  moved  that  the  UO  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  (tf  the  Whotft 

Hr.  P.  P.  Babbous  (Chairman  of  the  Cmn- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary)  expressed  hit  eoanc- 
tion  that  the  reference  was  wholly  unneoesaMj. 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  "had  had  tbe 
subject-matter  of  this  bill  already  before  them, 
and  had  reported  a  bill  to  the  House,  of  which, 
he  believed,  this  was  a  transcript,  totidm  c«rML 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  he  would  state : 

A  vessel,  called  *'  the  Antelope,"  had  been 
captured  by  one  of  onr  own  revenue  office^ 
and  brought  into  the  pwt  of  Saraimab,  withs 
cargo  of  140  AiHcan  negroes.  The  veiid  had 
been  libelled,  and  clidms  had  beat  set  nptn  tbe 
part  of  oertsdn  Portognese  and  Spaniards  U 
a  portion  of  the  alaves.  One  hundred  of  the 
negroea  had  been  sent  to  Cape  Kesnrado,  in 
Africa ;  hut  89  of  them  had  been  decreed  to 
the  Spanish  claimants.  The  case  had  been 
some  time  before  the  Federal  Courts  of  Geca^ 

fla,  and  bad  been  removed  by  ^>pesl  to  tlw 
upreme  Court  of  the  United  Statea.  It  hid 
been  pending,  in  all,  about  eight  years.  Dm- 
ing  the  whole  of  that  time,  these  nnfortnaWJ 
creatures  had  been  detahieu  in  the  custody « 
the  Marshal,  and  in  this  interval,  many  of  them 
had  been  married,  and  beocme  he8ds<^&>ni- 
lies— had  been  paraally  domesticated  with 
and  were  derirons  of  remuninx  in  this  corn- 
try.    The  &ianish  cH^mants,  nowevo', 
resided  in  Cuba,)  sent  an  order  to  have 
whole  number  transported  to  that  island ;  but 
a  Southern  gentleman,  (Mr.  Wana,  <rf.G«?- 
gia,)  a  member  of  this  Honae,  not  now  laW 
aea^  in  a  apirit  of  pare  benevoleaoet  aad  ftm 
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no  motires,  whatever,  of  interest  or  selfishness, 
had,  from  mere  kindness,  bought  ont  the  Span- 
ish claim,  and  paid  oat  all  the  expenses  in  the 
courts,  which  were  venr  heavy.  Bj  a  regala- 
tioB,  howeyer,  of  the  Court  in  Georgia,  he  is 
bound  to  give  a  bond,  to  transport  these  ne- 
groes beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States^ 
and  bis  prayer  is,  that  the  bond  may  be  can- 
celled. The  effect  of  granting  it  will  be  to 
leave  these  negroes  and  their  children  in  the 
United  States,  instead  of  having  them  tran- 
sported to  Oaba,  and  he  need  sahmit  no  re- 
marks to  this  Honse,  either  on  the  difference 
of  treatment  they  woold  here  experience  from 
what  they  might  expect  there,  or  on  the  pain- 
ful severity  of  breaking  those  near  and  tender 
ties  which  hind  the  husband  to  his  wife,  and 
the  parent  to  his  child.  If  the  bond  referred 
to  were  not  cancelled,  the  transportation  of  the 
whde  must  inevitably  take  place.  Ue  pre- 
BoAted  there  could  be  but  one  feding  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Hoose  as  to  such  an  alternative, 
especi^y  as  the  measure  would  be  productive 
<^  no  possible  evil,  while  it  went  to  mitigate 
that  load,  which,  under  any  circomstances, 
must  press  bat  too  heavily.  He  had,  indeed, 
beard  a  su^^tion  whispered,  that  this  bill 
was  meant  to  cover  the  infamy  of  evading  the 
law  which  prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves. 
Did  he  believe  that  it  had  the  remotest  possi- 
ble connection,  he  would  be  the  last  to  counte- 
nance it  on  any  other  occasion,  which  went  to 
iDorease  the  number  of  that  unhappy  popula- 
tion. But  whn«  there  was  no  poauble  con- 
nection with  such  a  design,  where  the  dave 
veesel  bad  been  cq>tured  by  onr  own  officer, 
and  these  unhappy  people  bad  been  detained  io 
the  coantry  in  consequence  of  anfhreseen  liti- 
ion,  and  where  a  gentleman,  in  the  pare 
dness  of  his  heart,  had  stepped  forward,  at 
an  actual  pecuniary  sacrifice,  to  save  them  from 
being  torn  from  each  other,  he  could  conceive 
of  no  reason  why  the  House  shoald  refuse  the 
request  that  this  bill  ahould  go  at  onoe  to  its 
third  reading. 

Hr.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  said  a  few  words  on 
the  importance  of  the  quesUon  involved  in  the 
bUL 

Hr.  Baxboub,  disolaiming  all  dedre  of  pre- 
cipitation, and  to  allow  time  for  fhU  inqmry, 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Ca$e  of  Mariffny  DA^Uarive. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Karigny  D  Auterive 
was  taken  up,  and  the  Honse  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Condiot  in  the  chair, 
on  that  bill — the  amendment  of  Hr.  Litis o- 
■TON  being  still  under  consideration. 

Hr.  J.  C.  Clake,  of  New  York,  said,  being  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  reported  uie 
bill  under  consideraUwif  and  having  assented 
to  the  r^Kwt,  he  would  el^m  the  iQdulgeaee  of 
the  committee  for  a  few  momoits,  while  he 
as^ned  the  reasons  which  indaoed  hinp  to 
■anotion  rep<Hi.  I  regret,  aaid  Hr.  0.,  that 
it  ahonld  have  bem  thought  pn^ar  b7  honor- 
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able  gentlemen,  at  this  time,  and  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  enter  into  a  grave  discussion  of  the 
question  whether  slaves  are  property.  I  regret 
tnat  a  sense  of  duty  should  have  compelled  my 
honorable  fHends  from  the  South  to  start  a 
point  whioh  I  had  imagined  had  Icmg  cdnca 
been  aettled ;  and  I  still  more  regret  that  this 
debate  fomishea  an  opportunity  of  getting  up, 
with  new  dresses  and  machinery,  and  for  stago 
effect,  a  second  edition  of  a  serio-comioo  play, 
entitled  the  "Hlasouri  Plot."  Is  the  ghost  of 
the  Missouri  Question  ag^n  to  be  marched, 
with  solemn  and  terrific  aroect,  through  these 
halts  ?  Is  it  again  to  "  shake  its  gory  locks  at 
us,"  and,  pointing  with  one  hand  to  the  North, 
and  with  the  other  to  the  South,  and  gazing  its 
blood-shotten  eye  on  slavery,  written  on  the 
escutcheon  of  the  constitution,  to  prochum, 
with  unearthly  voice,  ont  damned  spot! "  I 
had  imagined  that  this  subject  had  received  its 
quietus ;  that  it  had  gone  to  the  "  tomb  of  the 
Capuleta,"  and  that  its  epitaph  had  been  writ- 
ten "  E«quMKat  in  paee."  Sir,  is  there  any 
necessity,  at  this  time,  to  disturb  ita  repose!  1 
think  not  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof  Some  restless  spirit — some  fhture 
Catiline — appealing  to  the  worst  passions  of 
his  countrymen,  will  be  found  ready  to  "  sound 
the  trumpet,  and  wake  its  resurrection." 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
seemed  to  think,  that,  to  deny  the  right  of 
compensation  in  this  o^e,  would  be  to  sap  the 
fonnidatitma  of  the  consototimi,  and  dissolve 
the  Umon.  If  such  la  to  be  the  result,  tlie 
subject  should  be  m>roaohed  with  great  can- 
tiouj  and  discussed  with  temperance  and  mod-, 
eration.  I  apprehend  the  gentleman  is  in- 
debted more  to  his  fancy  than  his  judgment  for 
bis  fearfdl  forebodings,  and  that  this  question 
can  be  settled  without  doing  violence  to  the 
constitution,  and,  at  the  same  time,  preserve 
the  jnst  rights  of  the  slaveholder.  The  gentle- 
man firom  Alabuna  thought  now  was  the 
proper  time  to  settle  the  question.  Sir,  the 
question  has  long  since  been  settied.  If  I  un- 
derstood the  gentieman  from  South  GaroliDa, 
he  seemed  to  think  that  this  Honse  bad  no 
right  or  power  to  settle  the  question,  and  could 
cot,  BO  lon^  as  the  cmistitutioo,  and  Confeder- 
acy under  it,  shoiUd  exist.  He  did  not  mean,  I 
presume,  that  the  citizens  of  the  Bonth — ^that 
nigh-minded,  gallant,  and  patriotic  people- 
would  not  submit  to  a  decision  of  this  House. 
He  did  not  mean  to  be  understood,  I  presume 
that  i*i  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  proper  dis- 
position of  this  amendment,  it  should  be  de- 
cided that  a  slave  is  not  property,  in  the  abso- 
lute, unqualified  sense  of  the  term,  that  then  it 
would  be  high  time,  in  the  language  of  a 
learned  Doctor  of  the  South,  to  inqnire  of 
what  benefit  to  na  is  onr  Union  !  He  ondoabt- 
edly  meant  that  the  question  had  long  ^ce 
been  decided  by  the  constitution,  by  the  dav^ 
b(d^g  States,  and  hj  the  opinions  of  the  flrat 
men  of  the  Sonth,  and,  therefive,  it  was  not  to 
be  doubted:  and  in  this,  dr,  I  entirely  ^ree. 
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BjT  the  nattoaal  compact,  .slaves,  for  certain 
purposes,  aro  conridered  as  personi,  and,  for 
certain  porposes,  as  property.  It  is  a  fixed 
principle  in  the  constitution,  that  representa- 
tion is  based  on  numbers,  and  not  on  wealth. 
In  the  iq>portioDment  of  the  representation  in 
Oongress,  amongst  the  several  States,  under  the 
WHuUtntioD,  this  prindple  was  maintained,  by 
adding  to  the  white  popalatim  tliree'fifths 
of  alTotber  "persons.**  What  persona.  80 
anxions  were  the  venerable  framen  of  the  con- 
ititotira  to  avdd  offenoe;  so  stadious  were 
tb^  to  treat  a  snlyect  so  ftill  of  embarraaa* 
meat  with  the  utmost  delicacy,  tliat  they  cau- 
tioouy  omitted  the  word  "  slave."  60,  in  the 
91^  section  of  the  first  article,  they  are  called 
"  persons."  Would  to  God,  sir,  that  the  same 
toidemess  of  the  feelings  of  others,  and  the 
same  anxiety  to  avoid  offence,  were  more  the 
characteristics  of  more  modem  poliUcianB. 
Then  shall  we  hear  no  more  of  Southern  na- 
bobs and  Soathem  negro-drivers — names  used 
for  the  purpose  of  party  excitement,  and  of 
axraying  the  pas^ons  and  pr^adioes  of  one 
portion  of  our  country  against  another.  That 
alavny  is  an  evil,  there  can  be  so  difiTerenoe  of 
opinion.  But  the  constitntitm  found  us  in  the 
possession  of  slaves ;  it  has  recognized  them  as 
an  effective  portion  of  our  population,  and  it  is 
enough  for  us  to  know,  as  fbr  as  humanity  is 
concerned,  that  they  are  better  clothed  and  fed, 
and  more  happy,  than  they  wonld  be  in  a  state 
of  emancipation.  Liberty  to  them,  under  their 
presrat  ini^lity  to  appreciate,  and  incapacity 
to  relisb  its  eq)oymei^  would  be  a  oorse.  No 
one  who  oonsulta  their  brapiness,  or  the  good 
of  the  R^ublio,  would  wian  to  see  them  eman- 
^mted,  and  tamed  adrift  on  the  cmnmnnity. 
The  constitution,  then,  fw  eertdn  pnrpoees,  re- 
gards staves  as  "persons,"  and,  nr.  for  a  very 
iin[)ortant  purpose.  It  gives  to  them,  or  to 
their  masters  in  their  right,  a  portion  of  onr 
national  representation.  Bnt  it  will  be  said 
that  this  was  the  result  of  mutual  compromise 
and  concession.  Yes,  frir,  it  was ;  bnt  it  was  a 
compromise  baaed  on^  equivalents,*  and  one  of 
those  equivalents  resulting  from  the  principle 
and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  is  the  right  of 
Government,  when  threatened  with  destruc- 
tion, to  use  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  national 
defmee,  and  that,  too,  witlumt  being  liable  to 
be  called  on  for  indemnification. 
■  Sir,  the  conatitotion  views  slaves  in  tiie  sune 
light  as  did  the  slaveholding  States  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption.  It  has  given  no  new  character 
to  these  anomalous  beings.  The  States  had 
always  considered  them  tui  modo  as  persons. 
They  were  considered  by  the  laws  of  the  States 
as  a  species  of  animals,  neither  belonging  to 
the  moral  or  material  world,  bat  holding  a  mid- 
dle station  between  both.  The  constitution 
having  thus  found  them,  left  them  to  be  con- 
■IderM  by  the  States  as  property  of  a  peculiar 
ebaracter — property  so  nr  as  their  fiberty  and 
Mrvleea  were  subject  to  the  nnoontrolled  will 
of  tiiur  master— property  so  &r  as  thcgr  were 
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the  subjects  of  sale ;  bnt  persons  so  far  as  the 
lives  and  limbs  were  protected  from  violation — 
so  far  as  Che  right  of  trial,  in  some  eases  by 
justices,  and  in  others  by  a  jury,  was  con- 
cerned ;  and  so  far  as  they  increued  the  na- 
tional r^resentation  of  the  States  ownine 
them.  The  laws  of  Vir^nia,  I  think,  aecnred 
to  them  these  rights — nahta  which  can  only 
belong  to  persona,  aa  memoers  of  the  body  fci- 
itio,  moral  beings,  and  the  sabjects  of  punish- 
ment. In  more  modem  times  these  rishts  have 
been  enlarged.  In  Missouri  they  nave  the 
right,  in  all  cases  of  imputed  crime,  that  a 
Grand  Jury  should  pass  upon  the  case,  to  a 
trial  by  a  Petit  Jury,  to  the  benefits  of  counsel, 
and  are  anbject  in  most  eases  to  the  same  pun- 
ishment which  would  be  inflicted  on  a  white 
man  for  the  same  offenoe.  The  same  statute 
which  declares  slaves  to  be  pOTsonal  property, 
likewise  oaohn  on  than  penmul  aod  politieal 
rigbtK. 

This,  sir,  is  no  new  dootrine.  At  the  tinw 
of  the  adoption  <it  the  conatitntion,  it  was  veQ 
understood.  In  the  64th  nnmber  of  the  Fed> 
eralist,  we  have  from  the  pen  of  ICr.  Madison, 
whose  opinions  on  all  subjects,  and  especially 
on  this,  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  an  expo- 
sition of  the  views  of  the  people  of  the  South, 
so  Cm*  as  he  understood  them.  He  says :  "  The 
slave  is  no  less  evidently  regarded  by  law  as  a 
member  of  society,  not  aa  a  part  of  the  irra- 
tional creation ;  as  a  moral  person,  not  a  mere 
article  of  pro^rty.  The  Federal  ConsUtntitHi, 
therefore,  decides,  with  great  propriety,  on  the 
ease  of  onr  staves,  wh«i  it  views  them  in  the 
mixed  character  of  persons  and  prtqierty.  Ibis 
is,  in  fiwt,  tiu&  tnie  charaoter.'* 

Botii  hnmsDitr  and  rdigioB  aanctioni  this 
declaration,  which  declares  that  slaves  an,  in 
some  respects,  "  persons."  It  is  impoanUe,  in 
this  age,  to  form  any  idea  of  the  absolute, 
direct,  and  unqualified  dominion,  as  applicable 
to  a  human  being.  It  is  impossible  to  reeonrile 
this  sort  of  property  with  the  fact  that  they 
are  possessed  of  personal  rights.  If  tbey  are 
property,  in  the  unrestrained  sense  of  the  term, 
why  do  they  qot  mingle  with  the  oommon  mass 
of  matter,  and  be  treated  like  the  "  brutes  that 
perish  ? "  Has  the  master  the  same  kind  oi 
properly  in  llie  slave  that  he  has  in  his  oxf 
No  one  will  answer  in  the  affirmative.  TUa 
coDstructioQ  of  the  constitution,  and  of  laws  of 
the  slavehol^g  States  secares  the  lattw  in 
the  nndistnrbea  possession  of  the  slave  prop- 
erty, except  in  the  extraordinary  case  of  war, 
when  the  Government,  threatened  with  anni- 
hilation, calls  to  its  md,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  self- 
preservation,  all  its  moral  and  physical  force. 
Then  it  is  that  the  Government  nas  a  right  to 
call  upon  the  slaveholding  States  for  the  eqtuv- 
alent  for  an  increased  represoitatioa  in  oooae- 
quence  of  the  slaves. 

The  gentleman  ftom  Loninana  has  s^  that 
no  property  oould  be  rigbtftilly  impressed  1 
This,  is  a  novd  doctrine.  Every  vrit«^  in 
treating  q{  the  ri^iti  of  aovenagnty,  from  tba 
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first  to  the  last,  tellB  yoo,  that,  when  a  nation 
is  at  war,  straggling  for  existence,  it  has  the 
right  to  avail  itself  of  all  its  means,  whether 
tiie  sabject  is  witling,  or  whether  ne  is  not 
At  such  a  time,  it  does  not  stop  to  inqoire 
whether  its  population  be  bond  or  free,  black 
or  white ;  if  th^  can  nse  the  baycmet,  or  point 
the  mnsket,  it  is  their  dut7  to  rallj  ronnd  the 
Aandard  <tf  their  ooontjy,  and,  if  neeewary, 
•Borifice  their  Uvea  in  her  preservation.  And 
here  there  ia  no  discretion.  If  it  is  the  right 
of  the  Government  to  command,  the  subject  b 
onder  a  corresponding  obligation  to  obey. 

We  have  been  also  tdd,  that  no  precedent 
on  be  set  np  against  the  constitution.  This  is 
not  disputed.  But  practice  and  precedent  are 
resorted  to,  with  great  propriety,  to  ascertain 
the  views  of  enlightened  politioians  and  states- 
men ;  and,  in  some  measure,  to  learn  the  pre- 
vailing sentiment  of  the  agew  Shall  we  reject 
the  eqteiience  of  past  timea,  the  ixfAaUxmB  of 
the  great'  and  good,  and  oonnnne  forever  in  a 
rtite  of  politioal  inihncy  f  If,  sir,  there  is  no 
precedent  to  be  found,  from  the  earliest  period 
of  our  histcH7,  vhere  a  dave  baa  been  paid  for, 
imder  drcnmstanoea  like  the  present,  it  ia, 
to  me,  strong  presumptive  pnxrf',  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  patriots  of  the  revolution,  and 
the  statesmen  of  after  times,  no  such  compea- 
ution  ought  to  be  allowed.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  has  informed  us,  and,  no  doubt, 
tndf  informed  us,  that  neither  the  war  of  onr 
first  or  aeomid  independence  furnish  any  pre- 
cedents. 

Legidatioo  ftamidiea  no  butancw  of  ranm- 
Mratioo.  The  act  of  April  0th,  1616,  anthor- 
^  a  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  owner 
of  cert^  enumerated  articles  which  had  been 
impressed  into  the  service,  and  bod  been  dam- 
■ged,  cultured,  or  destryoed,  but  is  silent  as  to 
dsvea.  This  coold  not  have  been  an  uninten- 
tioiisl  omission,  as  it  must  have  been  known 
that  many  cases  like  the  present  existed ;  and, 
IS  I  am  informed,  notwithstanding  the  terin 
P'opwt;,  in  one  section  of  the  act,  is  used  in 
us  widest  sense,  no  claim  was  presented  to  the 
c^misaoners  under  that  act  for  allowance. 

why  was  it  that  Oovemment  claimed  of 
Great  Britain  indemnity'  for  the  alavea  cap- 
tared  and  taken  away  during  the  late  war? 
Was  it  on  the  ground  that  they  were  "  proper- 
^t**  If  BO,  Government  has  made  an  odions 
uatinction  between  its  citizens.  On  this  prin- 
<^PK  it  should  have  clumed  indemnity  for 
property  of  every  description,  captured  or  de- 
■^oyed.  But  no  such  daim  has  been  set  up. 
^e  principle  ou  which  our  Government  claimed 
P>7  for  the  slaves,  and  on  which  it  was  allowed 
9J  the  British  Government,  most  have  been  that 
were  persons,  human  beings,  having  some 
political  rights  atul,.as  snoh,  should  have  been 
K*tored  to  tneir  country  on  the  return  of 
pwee. 

IVom  these  ooasideraUona,  sir,  I  am  led  to 
ueooDdnnonf  that  alave^  for  oert^  pnr- 
POM,  ire  penoDi ;  tliat  tlmr  masteia  have  In 


them  only  a  qualified  property ;  that  Govem- 
meD%  in  cases  of  high  necessity,  growing  out 
a  state  of  war,  has  a  right  to  impress  them 
into  its  militaiy  service,  without  the  liability  of 
being  JosUy  ouled  on  for  indemnification. 

It  is  idle  declamation,  sir,  to  talk  of  the  blaok 
populatifm  <rf  this  eonntry,  disconneeted  ftwn 
tiie  pi^tioal  (Usaldlitiee  noaer  which  they  labor. 
The  plulanthnndat  m^  inv^gh  agunst  slavery. 
He  may  urge  the  oonsideration  that  they  are  of 
the  same  flesh  aod  blood  with  ourselves^  de- 
scended from  a  common  ancestry,  having  like 
passions  to  gratify,  and  fiwulties  to  improve^ 
accountable  to  one  common  Creator,  and  des- 
tined to  the  same  immortality.  This  would  all 
be  fine :  but  the  politician  must  view  them  as 
they  are,  sunk  to  the  lowest  point  of  mental 
and  political  degradation,  and  wait  with  pa- 
tience for  the  develcnnnents  <xS  futority. 

Mr.  BumoLPU,  of  Vi^nla,  tiien  rose,  nod 
said :  Uy  motive  tat  throwing  myeelf  on  the 
attmtioti  of  the  House— (I  was  indi^KMed,  and 
neceuarily  absent  when  this  question  was  last 
agitated>—my  motive  for  throwing  myself  ou 
the  attention  of  the  House,  is  earnestly  to  re- 
quest— I  oottld  almost  say  acyure— but  certainly 
respectfully  and  earnestly  to  ask,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  this  House  south  of  the  Ohio,  and  west 
of  the  Missisnppi,  will  debate  this  questioi^ 
will  deign — will  condescend,  to  debate  the 
point  which  has  arisen — ^I  mean,  whether  per- 
sons can  or  cannot  be  property ;  or  will  allow 
that  the  General  Government  oui,  at  any  time^ 
onder  any  cironm  stances,  in  any  manner,  tooeh 
that  qoeeUon.  I  OMrtainly  am  oUiged  to  my 
worthy  colleagne  (Mr.  F.  P.  Babboub)  tat 
'some  of  his  remarks ;  but  I  should  have  been 
fnll  as  much  so  if  he  had  omitted  them. 

This  is  a  question  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment has  nothing  to  do  with.  It  never  had, 
aod  it  never  can  have ;  for  the  moment  it  lays 
its  unhallowed  hands  upon  the  ark  of  that 
question,  it  ceases  to  be  a  Government.  We 
have  been  told  by  the  goitleman  from  New 
York,  that  this  question  has  been  settled  JEorty 
yea^  nnoe.  Sir,  it  was  settled  two  hundred 
years  since.  It  has  been  settled  from  the  di^ 
on  which  tiie  first  caivoof  AlHcena  was  landed 
on  these  shores,  nnmr  the  colonial  Govern- 
ment. "What  new  dtstinotion  Is  this,  about 
persons  not  b^n^  propei^ — as  if  there  wm 
any  inoompatibihty  between  the  two!  Kr, 
there  is  nme:  there  never  has  been  any. 
Property  is  the  creation  of  the  law.  What  the 
law  makA%  {otiperty,  that  is  property;  and 
what  it  declares  to  be  not  property,  that  is  not 
property.  There  ia  no  other  distinction.  The 
question  has  been  settled  during  the  longest 
term  of  prescription,  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. It  has  been  settled  ever  since  these 
Sti^  first  threw  ofiT  tbur  allegiance  to  the 
Britash  Government. 

I  hope  the  gentleman  from  New  Toiic  win 
pardon  me.  I  thank  him  for  ranch  that  he 
said,  enedally  for  the  manner  in  which  ha 
^oke  of  his  Soatbern  brethren.  The  gentle* 
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maa  u  an  entire  stranger  to  me^  I  oertunly 
hare  every  species  of  good  feeling  towards 
him.  Bat  I  most  take  exception  to  one  term 
he  employed.  He  spoke  of  oar  second  war 
of  independence."  I  object  to  this  language, 
hecaose  I  never  can  agree,  either,  that  we  were 
slaves  before  the  first  war,  or  that  we  were  not 
independent  when  the  second  war  was  de- 
clared. Bat  this  is  aside  from  the  sabject.  I 
say  that  slaves  are  made  property  by  the  law ; 
and  yon  cannot  unmake  them  bo,  any  more  than 
70a  oan  alter  the  British  debt,  or  the  tithes,  or 
any  thing  which  yon  choose  to  oonrider  as  an 
abaae  in  any  foreign  oonntry.  When  gentle- 
men tell  me  that  the  constitution  is  to  protect 
as  in  that  speciea  of  property,  I  answer,  it  is 
like  the  protection  of  the  wolf  to  the  lamb. 
We  soom  it  We  deny  it  It  is  created  prop- 
erty by  oar  law,  and  oar  own  State  Govern- 
ments are  able  to  carry  that  law  into  execution. 
We  do  not  ask  the  ud  of  any  Government 
whatever. 

The  gentleman  alluded,  in  one  part  of  his 
speech,  to  the  Missouri  qnestion.  Hit,  the  Mis- 
Boari  qnestion  never  has  been  settled.  There , 
was  a  spirit  mingling  in  that  questicm,  which, 
AS  was  onoe  said  by  the  gentieman  from  New 
Hampshire,  Qir.  BABTurrr,)  was  endeavoring 
"to  bay  golden  opinions  from  all  sorts  of 
men."  A  poison  was  iofosed  into  the  decision 
of  that  question.  I  never  felt  it  to  be  any  tri- 
umph, nor  do  I  now. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  the  House,  whether,  under 
the  laws  of  old  Rome,  a  man  who  was  a  slave 
was  any  the  leas  property,  because,  forsooth,  he 
was  a  person  I  His  being  a  person  it  was  that 
made  him  sabject  to  becoming  property,  be- 
cause his  master  had  need  of  his  services.  I 
might  ask,  UtOj  what  la  the  ntnation  of  other 
Qoveraments  m  relation  to  this  sul^ect ;  but  I 
will  not  now  pursue  that  inquiry.  We  were 
told  somethiof^  I  know  not  very  well  what, 
about  humanity,  and  benevolence,  and  religion. 
Kr,  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question. 
We  are  not  to  depend  on  individual  views  of 
humanity  and  religion.  It  is  upon  the  compact 
■—Ita  lex  tcriptu  est — that  is  what  we  have  to 
depend  upon.  You  may  cant  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  about  whether  year  religion  is  that  of 
the  Jew  or  the  Qentile.  Your  reli^on  cannot 
interfere  in  the  qnestion.  God  forbid  that  I 
should  say  thai  it  oannot  interfere  with  those 
who  are  the  subjects  of  the  question. 

Boppoae  the  itamers  of  the  ocuutitntion,  in- 
BteadTof  xaAng  the  terma  whi<di  they  have  done, 
in  relation  to  slavery,  (and  I  think  it  was  with 
mooh  more  delicacy  than  policy  that  they  in- 
troduced such  a  periphra^  as  tiiey  have  done,) 
had  omitted  the  subject  altogether.  Soppodng 
the  clause  for  oontiuning  the  slave  trade  for  a 
limited  time,  was  not  there :  how  would  you 
have  got  hold  of  any  pretext  whatever  to  bring 
the  sabject  under  your  rule  or  jurisdiction. 

Sir,  hamaaity  and  religion  are  very  good 
things  in  their  proper  places;  but  we  have  no 
right  to  make  our  humanUj  and  oar  nligion 
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the  rule  of  other  men's  actions  within  the 
sphere  ot  neither.  I  will  put  a  ease — and  I 
hope  I  ^all  not  be  misunderstood ;  that  I  tiufl 
be  fudged  by  my  words,  and  not  by  any  gloss 
which  may  be  put  upon  them  here  or  else* 
where.  I  will  put  it  for  the  sake  of  putting  a 
case,  and,  that  I  may  not  be  accused  of  libe- 
ling other  States,  I  will  suppose  that  mj  own 
State,  the  State  of  Virnnia,  had  made  tlis 
abuse  of  a  slave  not  punishable  at  all,  and  that 
slaves  were  daily  and  cruelly  and  inhoman^ 
murdered  by  the  mastery  ^a  thing  as  modi 
within  the  range  of  jwohabihty  as  many  state* 
ments  I  have  beard,)  what  would  be  the  reme- 
dy? Would  it  befcnmd  in  Ais  House  1  Can 
you  punish  murder  committed  on  the  other  tide 
of  the  Potomac  ?  Yonr  jurisdiction  is  confined 
to  your  own  territory,  district,  forts,  and  dock- 
yards. You  may  cry  your  eyes  out  witii  hn- 
manity,  but  you  could  not  touch  this  matter. 
The  thing  is  in  its  proper  place :  it  is  under  tlie 
jurisdiction  of  men  of  as  much  leaming  sad 
talent,  and  as  much  humanity  and  religion,  ai 
can  anywhere  be  found,  who,  knowing  the  ^ 
ease,  know  the  remedy,  and  do  not  choose  to 
snfiw  quacka  to  '*  step  in  where  angela  fta  to 
tread.*^  Attain,  sir,  we  have  been  t^  that  tbe 
representation  ctf  tiiis  description  of  persons  in 
the  Constitution  of  1787,  was  a  oaaofmaatt. 
No,  ^r,  it  was  none.  There  waa  no  own^ 
raise  about  It,  farther  than  the  whole  ocwstitD- 
tion  was  a  compromise.  We  wanted  a  repre- 
sentation for  our  whole  population;  bnt  we 
were  weak  enongh  to  agree,  that  me-hilf 
that  population  ^ould  be  represented  by  ooly 
three-fifths  of  that  half.  Suppose,  now,  Hat 
this  had  been  a  regulation  for  the  white  popu- 
lation, and  not  for  the  black :  how  woojd  tbat 
afilect  the  qnestion  f  It  would  not  have  touched 
the  rights  <tf  Uie  whites.  A  com  promise,  tirl 
No;  there  was  no  compromise ;  mi.  why  not  I 
Because,  in  1787,  tiiere  existed  not  a  man  ia 
this  continent,  who  dared  so  much  as  breathe 
a  whi^>er  of  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Government  to  touch  the  question  at  all :  aor 
can  they  touch  it  now.  This  Government  bat 
no  more  to  do  with  it  tiian  the  Khan  of  Tar- 
tary.  We  are  all  Bepresentatlves  of  respecta- 
ble, and  some  of  as,  of  ancient  and  powerful 
commonwealths ;  and  oar  laws  will,  m^,  and 
must  execute  themselves.  There  may  be  agita- 
tors, and  I  know  there  is  acmie  real  or  afieeted 
a^tation  (I  mean  without  the  Southent  States) 
on  the  subject  of  slavery ;  aad  tbe  effM  of 
this  agitation  may  be  to  mdce  the  slaves  them- 
selves more  miserable,  but  that  will  be  the  soin 
total  of  ita  effect 
One  word  morei  nr,  and  I  have  dime.  Sop- 

Cthat  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  vbo 
just  spoken  in  oppontion  to  that  of  the 
learned  gentieman  from  Lonisiana — for,  is 
reference  to  his  professional  acqnirementa,  no 
man  better  deserved  the  tiUe — were  true,  then 
we  must  lose  three-fifths,  and  iho  English  pay 
for  only  two-fifths  of  the  value  of  the  slans 
carried  away  during  tiu  last  war,  beososs 


Com  of  Mar^ftijf  J/AnUrive. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATBS  Ot  CONaBESa 


686 


JiimUT,  18Sa] 

three-fifths  of  each  man  was  person,  and  two- 
fifths  property  I  This  reminds  one  of  the  judg- 
ment of  Solomon,  which  we  see  depicted  in  the 
Tapestry,  (and  in  that  Book  of  which  I  ever 
desire  to  speak  with  respect,)  who  ordered  the 
child,  disputed  for  by  two  mothers,  to  be  equal- 
ly divided  between  them ;  bat  his  was  a  more 
praodoable  role,  it  was  a  vertioal  ent  from  tap 
to  bottom.  [Some  members  smiling  at  tills  alla- 
laxm.]  I  did  not  intend,  idr,  by  this  remark,  to 
excite  any  merriment. 

Penoit  me  again  to  ask,  before  I  sit  down, 
{bat  no  man  will  deign  ever  to  discuss  this 
qnestion.  This  is  not  *'  the  accepted  time."  If 
ever  that  time  does  arrive,  as  I  sincerely  hope 
it  never  will,  onr  business,  sir,  will  not  be  here, 
but  at  home.  Our  business  will  be,  to  make 
our  escape  if  we  can,  for  this  House  will  then 
be  to  OB  the  den  of  Cacus.  Onr  business,  I  re- 
peat, will  be,  not  here,  but  at  home.  And  let 
me,  on  tbe  other  hand,  remind  tiiose  gentlemen 
who  differ  from  me  on  this  qnesUon,  (and  dif- 
fer, ao  doabt,  as  ctHw^tiottsly  from  me  as  I 
do  frtaa  them,)  that  it  was  just  tea  years  from 
the  first  stirring  of  the  question  of  the  right  of 
Great  Britain  to -tax  the  colonies,  uum  the 
spirit  was  got  up  which  ended  in  a  separation. 
It  took  ten  years  of  goading  to  bring  us  to  that 
point  Sir,  the  relation  or  the  States  to  the 
General  Government  resembles,  in  some  re- 
spects, another  sort  of  union,  more  tender  and 
more  sacred  in  its  character;  yet  even  that 
will  not  bear  continual  provocation — even  that 
near  and  strong  relation  may  be  torn  asunder, 
thongh  there  are  pledges  of  their  loves  to  bind 
the  Boljeeti  of  it  togwior.  He  mi^  be  a  very 
acute  man — he  may  be  a  very  learned  man — 
and  he  may  be  in  a  tttin  to  become  a  very  able 
man,  bat  he  is  not  a  man  of  observation  and 
experience,  who  does  not  see  that  a  temper  has 
been  excited,  and  is  exciting  now  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  it  is  not  less  the  duty  than  the  in- 
terest of  every  member  of  this  House,  in  every 
possible  mode,  to  allay.  I  know,  and  I  spe^ 
**  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness "  when  I 
say,  that  I  know  that  tiie  reflecting  part  of  our 
country  will  unite  with  me  in  this  sentiment — 
even  among  those  who  have  coi^ared  up  all 
tiiose  chimeras  cm  the  snbjeot  of  slavery,  which 
we  have  so  often  seen  portrayed  both  by  pen 
and  pen<fiL  I  eaimot  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  York,  that  the  daves  are  an  nn- 
h^tpy  race.  Th<7^,  no  doubt,  are  causes  ot  nn- 
happiness  to  their  owners,  sometimes,  and  no 
donbt  tiiey  are  unhappy  sometimes  themselves : 
for  who  is  exempt  from  unhappiness  ? 

Bat  I  believe  that,  as  a  class,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  they  are  much  happier  than 
their  proprietors  are  now,  loaded  as  these  are 
with  the  effects  of  a  system,  which  I  will  not 
now  go  into  a  ^scnssion  of,  and  with  the  cares, 
and  wants,  ^d  difficulties,  which  this  very 
popolatioii  bringi  up<m  them. 

In  regard  to  the  oUm  to  be  provided  tor^  in 
file  present  MH,  I  had  thoog^t  that  the  old 
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maxim  was  applioable,  inter  arma  leget  tHent. 
This  slave  was  taken  precisely  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  horses  and  the  cart,  A  gentle- 
man has  asked  if  slaves  are  to  be  considered  as 
oxen  and  cattle  ?  Sir,  no  man  of  common  re- 
finement, or  any  hamuity,  ever  regarded  them 
in  the  same  light  as  oxen.  Tet,  gentlemen 
should  remember  that  even  the  ox  and  horse, 
thongh  they  be  but  bmte^  have,  nevertheless, 
their  rights.  Sir,  I  fear  I  have  done,  what  I 
have  often  done  before,  but  very  seldom  <tf 
lata,  and  what  I  intend  rarely  to  do  again,  tres- 
passed already  too  long  on  the  patienoe  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Stobss,  of  Kew  York,  said  he  was  sorry 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  had 
introduced  a  question  which  was  so  extremely 
liable  to  be  misnnderstood.  I  cannot,  said  Mr. 
S.,  agree  with  that  gentleman  that,  on  the  mere 
qu^ou  of  the  adoption  of  this  amendment, 
we  are  ccnnpelled  to  determine  what  is  the  pre- 
cise natnre  of  that  property  which  a  OASter  nas 
in  his  dave.  Bnt  as  the  qnesticm  on  the 
amendment  is  a  qnestion  of  compensation,  wa 
must  vote  on  it  Though  representing  a  State 
which  does  not,  at  this  time,  contain  any  slave 
population,  it  is  not  my  fault  that  this  qnestion 
has  been  presented.  It  has  been  brought  in, 
as  I  think,  unadvisedly :  I  oould  have  wished 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  forborne  to  press 
it,  lest  some  misconstruction  might  lead  to  a 
donbt  of  our  maintiunlng  that  relation  which 
the  laws  of  some  of  the  States  have  recog- 
nized, and  which  tiiey  sosti^  between  a  slave 
and  Ids  master. 

I  Bgrse  with  the  gentleman  from  Yirpnia, 
(Mr.  Baxdolpb,)  that  the  ctmstitution  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  matter.  That  instru- 
ment nevw  fixed  the  nature  of  the  relation  of 
master  and  slave,  nor  of  any  other  of  our, do- 
mestic relations,  nor  of  the  persons  of  the  dU"; 
ferent  States  to  each  other.  When,  therefore, 
gentlemen  criticize  on  the  terms  "person — 
population — ^persons  held  to  service,"  &c.,  used 
m  that  instrument,  they  are,  in  my  judgment, 
somewhat  hypercritical.  Those  words  were 
used,  not  for  the  purpose  of  definition,  hat  out 
of  delicacy,  and  as  laying  down  a  rule  to  be 
observed  m  taking  the  c«ma  of  the  United 
States.  What  is  this  relation  of  the  dave  to 
his  mwterl  And  what  are  the  qualities  of 
that  relation!  I  hdd,  sir,  that  the  right  of  tiie 
master  in  his  slave  is  a  right  to  his  service  nn^ 
der  all  circumstances  whatsoever,  and  also  to 
the  absolute  nnqnalified  control  and  cnstody  of 
his  person,  so  that  it  cannot  be  token  from  him 
for  purposes  of  service,  nor  his  actions  regu- 
lated  by  any  power  but  his  own,  save  only 
when  the  State  layd  its  hand  on  him  for  the 
panishment  of  crime,  and  the  preservation  of 
the  public  peace.  Yon  may  debate  the  ab- 
stract question  as  long  as  yon  will,  and  may 
discuss  metaphydoally  what  is  the  exact  nature 
of  the  right :  but,  after  all,  the  qnestiui  % 
what  do  ua  vws  of  the  State  declare  in  wfaidi 
the  master  and  the  slave  reddel  I  have  b^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


636 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


■towed  aome  little  refleetum  upon  the  subject, 
aod  the  only  conclusion  to  wmoh  I  can  bring 
mj  mind,  is  that  I  have  stated.  On  maintain- 
ing  this  control  of  the  master,  rests  the  securi- 
of  a  very  lai^  and  important  portion  of 
is  Union,  and  whoever  interferes  with  the 
exercise  of  it,  is  guilty  of  a  riolation  of  the 
rights  of  all  those  who  inhabit  the  States  where 
this  species  of  property  is  held.  This  Govern- 
ment cannot  do  this.  It  is  a  question  not  to  be 
debated.  No'  man,  I  mean  no  man  of  any 
sense  and  reflection,  ever  tiionght  of  maintain- 
ing^  that  I  know  d,  that  it  was  competent  to 
the  General  GovemmMit  to  touch  the  qneation 
of  right  in  the  sli^teat  decree. 

What,  then,  is  ttie  ease  befiwensl  An  offi- 
oer  of  the  United  States,  in  the  use  of  what  he 
waa  pleased  to  consider  as  his  discreUon,  seized 
and  impressed  into  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States^  a  slave,  belong^g  to  a  f^tle- 
man  oi  Louisiana.  Iliat  is,  a  mere  military 
officer  nndertook  to  do  what  all  branches  of 
this  Government  united,  are  not  able  to  do. 
Tet,  we  have  been  told  by  some  gentlemen, 
that  he  had  a  right  to  make  this  impressment. 
What,  sir — an  officer,  a  mere  creature  of  this 
Government,  whose  official  exists oe  can  be 
nrtpt  away  in  a  OMment,  has  a  right  to  do 
whi^  this  Govenuneot,  with  all  its  powers, 
msj  not  so  much  as  attempt?  And  now,  he 
having  done  this — having  assumed  what  he 
called  his  right  to  sever  the  bond  between  mas- 
ter and  slave,  and  having  made  himself  the 
jndge  how  far  be  might  carry  this  right  of  im- 
pressing whom  he  pleased,  what  are  we  asked 
to  do  f  To  adopt  his  act  as  our  own — to  make 
it  an  act  of  this  Government,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  so  adopting  it,  to  indemnify  the 
loser.  On  what  prmciple,  sir,  can  we  possibly 
be  held  bound  to  indemnify,  when  the  officer 
dearly  transcended  his  duty  I  I  disagree  with 
my  colleague,  as  to  the  power  of  impressment 
in  oases  of  danger.  An  officer  shall  never 
touch  my  person  and  property,  whenever  he 
chooses  to  determine  that  State  necessity  war- 
rants him  to  do  so.  Ko^  sir;  whenever  he 
does  this,  he  is  a  trequuser.  And  if  the  State 
does  not  give  me  a  remedy  against  him,  there 
is  no  longer  sncii  a  thing  as  freedom  in  my 
country.  Liberty  is  gone — it  ezista  no  longer. 
We  have,  indeed,  indemnified  the  loser  in  some 
few  cases,  where  the  public  necesuty  was  so 
great,  so  high,  so  nndeniable  as  to  overstep  all 
obligations  of  lower  duty.  But,  then,  we  have 
Indemnified  fw  the  act  of  our  <^oerB,  in  the 
character  of  tre^MSMm— and  we  took  into  onr 
own  hands  to  inquire  whether  any  anch  neoesd- 
ij  existed.  But,  once  admit  the  rig^t  of  a 
mm  military  omcer,  whose  sole  power  is  the 
pardiment  in  his  pocket,  and  the  epanletta 
upon  his  shoulder,  to  SMze  and  impress,  when- 
ever he  may  think  prtmer,  and  you  give  to  this 
creature  of  yours,  authority  over  every  slave- 
holder in  the  Sonthem  States — he  may  set 
them  all  at  defiance — and  I  am  asked  to  say,  I 
will  assume  his  acts.  Sir,  I  am  not  prep^ed 
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to  do  it.  Tet  I  must  do  it  if  this  amendment 

passes ;  for  the  principle,  and  the  only  priod* 
pie  on  which  we  can  grant  compenution  in 
this  case,  is,  that  we  adopt  the  lawless  act  of 
impressment  as  the  act  of  this  Government, 
and  pay  for  this  dave  under  the  pretence  of 
State  necessity;  and  what  the  officer  is  pleased 
to  call  the  salvation  of  the  country.  Sir,  I 
cannot  even  attempt  to  run  ont  the  conse- 
quences of  establishing  ench  a  monstrous  prin- 
ciple, and  BO  vitally  fatal  to  a  large  portion  of 
the  Union.  If  a  General  may  do  th^  a  Colo- 
nel may  do  it ;  if  a  Colonel,  then  a  Captain; 
and  if  a  Captun  may,  a  Sergeant,  and  so  msy 
ev^  Kibi^teni,  down  to  the  lowest  cottui  taf> 
sel  m  th*  camp.  And  if  an  <^3oer  from  tlia 
Southern  States  may  do  it,  so  may  an  officer 
from  the  Northern  States,  fiir,  if  these  doc- 
trines are  sanctioned,  it  shall  be  done  withont 
my  consent.  It  is  a  dangeroua  doctrine.  Ad- 
mit it  for  a  moment,  aqd  yon  strike  a  blow  at 
the  security  of  the  whole  slave  popnlslion  of 
the  Southern  States.  It  is  the  same  ca»  in 
principle  as  to  allow  the  impressment  of  on  in- 
fant, apprentice,  or  servant,  in  the  Northrm 
States.  If  there  is  any  reason  in  it,  then  every 
officer  of  the  United  SUtea  may,  at  pleasoi^ 
(or  in  circnmatanoea  of  which,  he  is  to  be  tha 
sole  judge,)  sever  the  btmd  which  unites  muter 
and  servant,  which  binds  together  parott  mi 
child.  He  may  enter  our  dwelling,  drag  our 
cliildreo  from  the  fireude,  and,  r^ardlea  of 
his  father's  will,  or  hia  mother'a  cries  and  tears, 
force  him  to  the  camp—and,  when  there,  pot 
him  under  martial  law.  He  may  do  thi»--uid 
when  he  baa  done  it,  we,  foraooth,  are  to  tol- 
unteer  him  an  indemnity,  to  step  in  his  [Jsce, 
and  assume  these  deeds  as  acts  of  the  GoTera- 
ment.  Sir,  yon  never  provided  for  each  a  cau 
— ^yet  you  authorized  our  ^>prentioeB  to  be  en- 
listed, without  the  oonaent  of  their  mastei^ 
and  onr  ohildren,  without  the  conaeait  of  their 
parents.  Yon  allowed  thia  tie  to  be  severed— 
(though  the  right  of  a  father  over  the  poaoi 
of  his  child  is  as  perfect  as  that  of  any  master 
over  his  servant,  and  far  more  tender,  tbon^ 
I  grant  that  the  ties  of  master  and  slave  may 
sometimes  he  of  a  tender  kind) — ^bnt  yon  never 
thought  of  granting  them  compensation.  Toa 
are  ^ed  to  make  it  in  a  case  by  no  means  bo 
strong.  Ton  are  asked  to  do  that  for  one  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  which  you  never  thougbt  ot 
doing  for  the  other.  Adopt  tiiis  principle  cS 
impreasment,  and  you  sanction  what  may,  it 
some  tatxkte  day,  lead  to  consequences,  in  (M 
iwt  of  tiua  Unitm,  I  will  not  speak  oi;  ns^ 
which  I  will  not  permit  myself  even  to  think 
nptm.  The  report  of  the  C«nmittea  of  CSaini 
avoided  meddhng  with  this  qnestion. 


TcuDAT,  Jannarj  6. 

Mr.  HiJOLioar  moved  the  fc^wing  resdn- 

tion: 


Cam  <ff  Marignji  lyAMUnM. 
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Btaalvtd,  Tlut  tb«  Committee  on  the  Librar; 
be  inatructed  to  inqobe  into  the  ezpe^raCT  of 
hsiing  mn  hietorical  frfeture  of  the  Bettb  of  New 
Oiieans  painted,  and  placed  in  one  of  the  panela 
of  the  RiuttDdo.  And  that  thej  further  Inquire 
Into  the  expedienc;  of  engaging  Washington  AH- 
aton  to  densn  and  finish  the  work,  and,  if  expe- 
dient  in  bou  cootingeuciea,  to  ascertain  whether, 
•nd  on  what  terms,  he  can  be  so  engaged. 

Hi.  Hawltoit  said :  It  was  not  necessary, 
nor  conld  it  be  expected  at  this  time,  that  be 
■hoold  vindicate  the  policy  which  bad  dictated 
an  embellishment  of  this  national  bnilding 
with  A  representation  of  some  of  the  most 
dierisbed  events  which  adorn  onr  history. 
The  policy  itself  springs  from  a  aentimmt  wbidi 
may  wdl  be  called  InstiBotivo  in  the  hnman 
IffeasL  Its  dements  are  to  be  foond  even  in 
tin  impalse  wbiob  leads  the  savue  to  oonstmct 
tiioae  rnde  mem<»ials  by  whtoh  E«  attempts  to 
tell  of  an  age  aad  warrion  that  bare  been,- 
Bnt  the  aentiment  becomes  irreristibly  power- 
ful, and  of  great  moral  efficacy,  when  it  snm- 
mons  to  its  aid  the  detightfiil  art  of  painting, 
which  is  the  resolt  of  the  highest  condition  of 
civilization,  and  whose  lessons  are  incnlcated 
by  a  nuiversal  language,  and  is  understood  by 
aU  the  children  of  men,  however  ^vlded  by 
divers  and  conflicting  tongaes. 

Whether  the  victory  of  the  8th  of  January 
was  an  event  whioh,  delineated  by  the  hand  of 
genios,  mij^t  be  applicable  to  scnne  one  ttf  the 

Eurposea  to  which  the  great  moral  of  tbia  art 
( tnbeervient,  was  preidaely  the  qnestion  which 
he  wished  the  intuligent  committee  to  wlunn 
the  inquiry  would  be  referred,  to  dedde.  He 
trusted  he  might  be  permitted  to  say,  that,  aa 
we  had  a  representation  of  the  sarrendw  at 
Torktown,  by  whidi  onr  first  war  was  closed, 
tiiere  would  be  a  pecnliar  fitness  in  placing  by 
ita  side  a  delineation  of  that  aohievement  which 
BO  brilliantly  closed  onr  second  contest. 

Without  professing  to  be  a  connoisseur  In 
ihe  art,  wonld  those  who  were,  pardon  him  for 
saying,  that  be  eoold  scarcely  conceive  a  finer 
mlgect  for  the  canvas,  than  the  objects  which 
woold  animate,  and  the  scenery  which  wonld 
adorn  thia  picture  I 

The  defence  New  Orleans  fbrms  a  beauti- 
ftd  dk^f  ^m)6T*  in  the  science  war.  It  was 
characterized  by  circumstances  which  would 
enable  the  painter  to  place  in  high  relief  the 
heroic  steadiness  and  gallant  devotion  of  our 
warriors,  and  to  exhibit  in  gorgeous  array,  the 
embattled  hosts  of  onr  enemy,  who  rushed  on 
like  a  torrent,  in  daring  and  danotleBa  valor, 
regardless  of  their  fate.  Nor  would  the  chivalry 
of  onr  country  be  content  in  assigning  an  ob- 
scure or  a  disparaging  spot  in  snob  a  picture, 
to  the  pathetic  fate  of  the  -British  commander, 
who  poored  out  the  willing  streams  of  his  life 
Uood  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  <tf  bis  ooimtry. 
No;  "onrconntrymenwarnotwithtbedead.*' 
The  ashes  of  a  man  who  thus  feUs  are  thrice 
QDnsecrated  by  the  blesrings  of  the  generooa, 
the  feeling,  and  the  brave. 


[H.  or  R. 

Let  me  add,  that  the  scenery  of  this  picture 
will  be  associated  with  some  of  oar  most  inter- 
eating  recollections.  It  will  be  placed  on  that 
Delta  of  Egyptian  fertili^  and  trojncal  maonifl- 
oenoe,  throngh  which  tii«  mighty  father  df  our 
Western  waters  is  pouring  the  bibnte  at  bis 
thousand  streams,  in  his  almost  finished  jour- 
ney to  the  ocean.  On  that  Delta,  which  be* 
longs  to  that  glorious  realm,  the  first  poasesrion 
of  which  we  owe  to  him,  who  now  sleeps  in 
peace,  "  by  all  bis  country's  wishes  blest,"  and 
the  last,  to  him  "  who  luu  .filled  themeaaore  of 
ber  gloiy." 

Mr.  H.  said  be  should  have  felt  great  delicacy 
in  designating  Mr.  Allston,  ii;  by  universal 
consent,  he  was  not  considered  one  of  the  first, 
if  not  the  very  first  "  living  artists  onr  country 
has  produced,"  by  which  an  important  require- 
ment tit  the  committee  would  be  at  «iee  Ital- 
filled.  indeed,  the  prtrfbond  genins  and  rai- 
rivalled  ezeontion  of  this  oentlematt  was  so 
well  admitted,  that  he  had  beard,  on  the  best 
authority,  that  one  ftf  the  most  enlightened  and 
discriminating  critics  of  Surme  had  declared, 
"  that  if  there  was  a  man  living  who  was 
capable  of  lighting  up  anew  the  glories  of  tha 
Angustan  age  of  painting,  that  man  was  Wash- 
ington AUston."  It  may  not  be  known  to  all 
who  heard  bim,  that  this  gentleman^  after  pass- 
ing fifteen  years  of  his  life  abroad,  in  stnaying 
the  remains  of  ancient,  and  the  acqniaitiona 
of  modem  art,  is  now  engaeed,  under  the  patron- 
age of  a  city  (Boston)  noleps  distinguished  for 
its  refinwnent  and  twte,  than  by  its  literature 
and  sdence,  in  giving  the  last  touches  to  an 
hist<Hieal  tnctnre,  (the labor  of  ten  years,)  whidi 
is  probably  destined  to  farm  a  new  era  in  the 
arte,  and  to  confer  a  renown  on  that  oountry 
which  has  neglected  to  cultivate  them. 

If  you  want  this  man,  yon  must  seek  him. 
To  the  pride  of  genius  he  adds  a  thriftless  di^- 
r^[ard  of  money ;  for  he  knows,  as  it  has  been 
beautifully  said  on  another  subject  and  occa- 
sion, that  the  real  price  of  the  prodactitms  of 
his  pencil,  "  is  immfwtali^,  and  that  posterity 
will  pay  It." 

I  hopie,  rir,  I  ahall  be  pinkmed  for  a  sugges- 
tion, somewhat  selfish  in  Its  origin,  but  surdy 
not  deaening  of  a  severe  reprobation.  _  Qen. 
Jackson  and  "Hi.  Allston  are  both  natives  ^ 
the  State  of  Soutii  Oarolina,  and  there  would 
be  a  happy  congmity  in  the  £aot,  that  the  con- 
dnot  and  valor  of  the  one  should  be  iUustiated 
by  the  genius  and  taste  of  the  other. 

Mr.  H.  said,  in  conclosion,  that  he  felt  entire 
gratification  in  confiding  bis  resolntion  to  the 
judgment  and  patriotism  of  his  honorable  friend 
fcom  Masaaobnsetts,  (Mr.  Evxrctt,)  who  was 
well  aoquunted  with  the  merits  of  the  great 
artist  to  whom  be  had  referred,  and  tiiat  of  the 
gentlemen  aasodated  with  him  on  the  commit* 
tee,  and  he  would  barely  repeat  that  be  was 
content  that  thqr  ahonld  detenidne,  as  pre- 
Ifaninarrtothederaslaiof  theHonse^  "whether 
the  period  had  arrived  tw  oonwleting  tiie  deoo- 
ratUuM  of  the  grMfc  Hdlof  tba  Oivitol,"  nd 
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whether  he  had  designated  "a judicious  choice 
of  a  sobject,  and  a  competent  artist" 

Hr.  Ikoibsoll  said,  that  he  should  not  have 
risen,  had  not  the  resolution,  moved  by  the 
hoDorable  gentileman  from  South  Carolina,  desig- 
nated the  name  of  the  artist  to  be  employed. 
When  it  was  recollected  that  Mr.  Trumbull, 
the  gentleman  who  had  executed  the  paintings 
DOW  in  the  Rotunda,  was  a  native  of  the  State 
which  he  represented  on  that  floor,  he  trusted 
his  honorable  friend  would  excuse  him  if  he 
TOitared  to  suggest,  that  no  course  onght  to  he 
pursued,  m  this  stage  of  the  busineaa,  which 
went  to  exclude  the  employment  ot  that  Tener- 
able  and  patriotic  individual  in  executing  nny 
p^tings  which  might  be  ordered.  If  the  art- 
ist, to  which  the  genUemaa  had  alluded,  was 
a  native  of  the  tame  State  with  the  hero  of 
our  second  war,  the  arUst  he  himself  had 
named  had  been  an  actor  in  his  own  person 
in  the  war  of  the  Bevolution.  He  had  been  a 
prisoner,  and  had  suffered  severely  in  that  con- 
test; and  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that 
great  iojustice  had  been  done  him,  from  the 
manner  in  which  his  puutinsa  had  at  first 
been  diqdi^r^  They  were  placed  in  a  small 
and  obscure  room,  Mueath  our  feet,  and  the 
artist  had  had  the  mortifioation  to  mow  that 
the  meet  unkind  and  unfeeling  strietures  had 
there  been  passed  upon  them,  in  consequence 
of  this  or  that  disadvantageons  location.  His 
&me  had  suffered ;  his  feelings  liad  suffered ; 
and  all  his  friends  who  knew  the  circumstances, 
had  suffered  with  him.  It  was  with  pride  and 
pleasure,  Mr.  I.  said,  that  he  had  witnessed 
their  removal  to  a  situation  more  worthy  of 
their  excellence,  and  he  (Mr.  I.)  had  witnessed 
the  tears  of  joy  glistening  in  bis  venerable  eyes, 
under  the  coDscioasoeas  that,  at  last,  justice 
had  been  done  biro.  Mr.  I.  said,  that  he  ad- 
mitted, very  willingly,  the  high  merit  of  Mr. 
AUiton,  but,  if  Congress  should  conclude,  in 
this  matter,  to  depwt  from  the  ckisa  of  our 
Bev<dutiouary  wMlhies,  there  were  otiier  native 
artists,  besides  Mr.  Allston,  who  would  desire 
not  to  be  precluded  from  a  chance  of  employ- 
ment. He  therefore  moved  the  following 
amendment :  to  strilie  out  the  name  of  '*  Waab- 
in^n  AUston,"  and  to  insert  the  words  "some 
suitable  artist." 

Mr.  Hauiltoit  said  that  he  had  risen  princi- 
pally to  indicate  his  acquiescence  in  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Connecticnt  He  desired,  also,  to  exempt 
himself  from  all  idea  of  the  slightest  disrespect 
towards  the  venmblo  gentleman  ao  feelingly 
referred  to  in  the  remarks  jost  submitted ;  and 
certainly,  If  the  resolution  he  had  had  the 
honor  to  move,  proposed  the  ooromemoraHoo 
of  any  of  the  events  of  our  Bevolntikmary  war, 
that  gentleman,  both  from  his  services,  and 
from  bis  opportunities  of  observation,  would 
have  a  special  clum  to  be  preferred. 

Mr.  Kremkr  aaid,  that  he  entirely  agreed  that 
it  was  proper  such  a  painting  should  be  exe- 
ented,  and  that  the  illustnoua  ^017  whidk  had 


been  achieved  in  the  most  brilliant  viotorj  <rf 
modem  times,  ought  to  be  handed  down  to 
|>osterity.  Such  deeds  ouf^t  to  he  kept  fresh 
in  the  recollection  of  all  generations,  and  fas 
thought  that  it  oould  not  be  put  in  a  better 
place  than  in  the  Rotunda  of  thb  building. 
But  in  order  that  this  painting  may  be  jostiy 
judged  of^  (mnoe  all  our  judgments  were  found- 
ed on  comparison,  and  what  could  we  judge  of 
but  what  we  know  I  and  how  could  we  jodgs 
of  what  was  unknown  but  from  what  was 
known  h  be  would  more  a  small  amendment 
When  this  victory  was  achieved,  which  ren- 
dered our  country  so  dorious  In  the  eyes  <^  all 
nations,  it  excited  both  pride  and  wonder ;  and 
he  wished  he  oould  stop  there.  But  he  must 
say  it  created  envy  too.  Now,  in  order  that 
posterity  might  have  a  fur  opportunity  ol 
jadgiug  of  that  transaction,  he  would  eaggut 
that  another  piunting  be  placed  alongside  of 
the  victory  of  New  Orleans,  representing  the 
meeting  of  the  Hartford  Convention,  whidi 
was  in  fuU  session  at  the  same  time.  He  there- 
fore moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  add- 
ing, "and  also  the  meeting  of  the  Hartford 
OoaTeotion.*' 

Mr.  Evsnrrr,  Ch^rman  ot  the  labmy  Com- 
mittee, sfid  that  be  should  not  have  liaen  to 
speak  on  the  resolution  m  amendment,  had  not 
the  gentleman  fh>m  South  Carolina  done  him 
the  honor  to  refer  to  the  report  which  he  bad 
submitted  to  the  House  from  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, during  the  last  session,  and  which 
recommended  a  course  to  be  pursued  on  this 
snliJect.  In  every  thing  of  commendation  which 
that  gentleman  had  advanced  in  relation  to  the 
artist  proposed  by  him  to  be  employed,  Mr.  E. 
said  tliat  be  heartily  concurred ;  and  he  bad 
been  prepared  to  pass  the  resolution,  which  in 
itself  was  the  most  distin^ished  compliment 
that  could  have  been  paid  to  that  eminent 
artist  and  excellent  man.  He  oonenrred,  too, 
in  all  the  commmdatitHU  whidi  had  been 
bestowed  upon  the  great  evoit  which  was  io- 
teoded  to  form  the  subject  of  the  XHunting; 
nor  was  the  present  the  first  time  that  he  bad 
attempted  on  this  fioor  to  add  his  tribute  to 
that  which  had  been  so  liberally  paid  by  this 
whole  people  to  the  great  man  who  had  a^iev- 
ed  that  victory.  But  he  thought  it  would  be 
convenient  if  the  terms  of  the  resolution  wae 
enlarged,  and  this  idea  had  in  part  been  sug- 
gested by  the  remarks  of  the  genueman  himsdi^ 
who  had  said,  that,  as  the  victory  of  Torktown, 
which  closed  the  war  of  Independence,  had 
been  made  the  sutfjeot  of  tme  tn  our  nanonal 
pahitinga,  there  was  a  peimliar  fitneaa  Oat  tbe 
victory  <a  New  Orieans,  which  gave  Instie  to 
the  dose  of  our  second  war,  should  be  made 
the  Bnbje<%  of  another.  This  went  to  show 
the  expediency  of  enlarnng  the  terms  of  the 
resolution,  and  he  should  be  glad  if  the  hoiMr^ 
able  mover  would  make  it  general,  extending 
its  provisions  to  filling  the  empty  panels  of  the 
Rotunda  with  appropriate  paintings.  [TIm  re- 
marks of  ICr.  Ersncn  wen  impeifeotQ^  haerd 
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hj  the  reporter,  who  apprehends  ^at  they 
have  been  as  imperfectly  reported.] 

Mr.  Stosbs  said  that  be  had  often  thonght 
that  our  naval  victories  were  entitled  to  some 
notice,  as  well  as  tiie  military  exploits  of  the 
army,  and  that  Oongreas  eonld  not  better  oo 
cnpy  some  of  the  varant  panels  in  the  Kotando, 
than  by  filling  them  with  coramemorations 
of  some  of  those  chivalroos  trinmpha  of  the 
navy  that  bad  conferred  so  mnch  honor  and 
glory  on  the  country.  He  hoped  that  the  navy 
would  not  be  altogether  forgotten,  and  that 
the  Hoose  wodld  luree  to  adopt  an  amendment 
that  he  afaonld  oflnr  to  the  propontloD  of  hia 
friend  from  WswwiTroaetts.  Mr.  8,  then  moved 
to  add  the  following  words,  viz :  "  or  such  of 
Qt6  victories  achieved  by  the  ISavj  of  the 
United  States,  as  in  Uxeir  opinion  should  be 
■elected  for  sooh  national  oommemoration." 

[H»n  the  debate  dosed  for  this  di^.] 


yrMtatMSDAXt  Jannary  9. 
JSiaterieia  Fainting*. 

The  resolntion  yesterdvr  moved  by  Mr. 
HamLnnrf  tog^her  with  the  seversl  amend- 
ments, having  been  agi^  read,  ai^  the  qnes- 
tion  bong  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stobb^— 

Mr.  EvBBBTT  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment becsnse,  in  his  apprehension,  it  did  not 
go  fiu-  enough.  He  had  no  hostility,  whatever, 
to  the  origmal  resolntion,  bat  thooght  the  in- 
qniry  onght  to  take  a  more  extended  form,  and, 
at  a  proper  moment,  it  was  his  intention  to 
submit  an  amendment,  intended  to  effect  that 
object.  He  did  not  wish  that  the  House  should 
pass  any  resolution  which  might  leave  it  to  be 
mferred  that  all  public  merit  was  divided  be- 
tween militaiT  and  naval  achievements.  Ko, 
nr,  aaid  Mr.  I  think  the  princ^e  was  a 
vary  wise  and  patriotic  one^  whidi  was  pur- 
ned  in  the  selection  of  the  subjects  already  ex- 
eoated.  Two  of  these  were  of  a  military  kind ; 
two  others  were,  both  in  their  conception,  and 
in  the  lesson  which  they  taught,  of  a  civil  char- 
acter ;  and  I  think  that,  in  filling  up  the  re- 
maining panels,  the  same  principle  ought  still 
to  govern  as.  It  is,  in  my  judgment,  very  im- 
portant, that,  in  all  the  details  of  this  great  na- 
tional monoment,  we  keep  constantly  in  view 
our  obligation  to  teach  a  valuable  lesson  to  pos- 
terity. We  may  find  enough  memorable  events, 
in  tu  civil  history  <tf  this  ccmntry,  to  call  for 
lU  the  aid  <tf  all  Uie  arts.  I  need  not,  I  tmst, 
repeat  the  declaration  which  I  made  yesterd^, 
that  I  have  no  design,  whatever,  to  break  down 
the  original  rewilntion.  I  am  perfectly  free  to 
say,  that,  in  any  series  of  notary  exploits 
■which  it  may  be  thonght  necessary  or  proper 
to  commemorate,  the  victory  of  New  Orleans 
onght  not  to  be  omitted.  The  geptleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Ur.  Hawltok)  sud  of  that 
victory,  that  it  formed  the  finals  of  a  series  of 
great  achievements.  Well,  sir,  on  the  gentle- 
man's own  printu^ea^  if  this  is  the  ternunation 


[H.orB. 

of  a  series,  is  it  not  at  least  natural  to  take^ 

also,  some  of  the  actions  which  composed  tiiat 
series  t  The  gentieman  also  declared,  and  I 
doubt  not  with  great  truth,  that,  in  offering 
this  resolution,  he  meant  nothii^  invidious. 
But,  will  it  not  be  considered  as  invidious, 
when  he  himself  confesses  there  has  been  a 
series  of  great  actions,  to  fix  upon  one,  alone^ 
for  commemoration  1  It  is,  in  part,  on  this 
account,  that  I  wish  to  give  to  the  resolatioa 
the  whole  extent  which,  in  my  judgment,  it 
ought  to  embrace. 

Mr.  Baxiutt  ezmeaaed  hia  agrennant  with 
the  gentieman  tram  Bhode  lidand,  Qtr.  Braoia,) 
that  it  was  an  unfortunate  time  to  propose  this 
declaration,  in  compliment  to  some  of  t^ose 
who  have  fonght  for  na,  while  there  are  others, 
equally  deserving,  who  renuun  nnprovided  for. 
Before  we  flatter  the  vanity  of  our  heroes, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  provide  for  their 
wants  t  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  arisen  for  the 
purpose  of  stating,  that  he  had  prepared,  and 
held  in  his  hand,  a  resolution  which  would 
cover  the  whole  ground  both  of  the  unendment 
and  the  original  resolution.  The  amendment 
of  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts  QSr. 
Dwioht)  extends  the  inquiry,  which  was  at 
first  confined  to  the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  to 
events  of  the  Bevolution,  not  yet  the  subject  ot 
our  commemoration,  while  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kew  York  (Mr.  Sxobbs)  proposed  to 
include  the  naval  victories  of  both  our  wars. 
There  was  an  important  part  of  the  history  of 
our  country,  which  was  not  tonched  by  either 
of  these  amendments.  The  resolution  which 
he  had  drafted  would  be  in  order  by  way  of 
amendment,  if  the  gentieman  from  Kew  York 
would  consent  that  the  gentieman  from  Massif 
chnsetts  (Mr.  Dwiqht)  should  withdraw  the 
amendment  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  DwioBT  said  nothing  would  {^ve  him  more 
pleasure  than  to  oblige  the  gentieman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Babtlxtt,)  b^  accepting  hia 
amendment  as  a  substitute  for  his  own,  comd  he 
do  so  without  abandoning  the  principles  upon 
which  he  had  originally  offered  his  own  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  was  persuaded  that  the 
gentleman  himself  would  be  satisfied  of  the 
propriety  of  the  refusal,  when  he  heard  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  was  made.  He  had,  he 
said,  long  since  understood,  from  authority 
which  could  not  be  doubted,  that,  when  the 
artlBt  selected  the  four  sulgeeta  embraced  by 
his  amendmentL  at  tiie  oondn^n  of  a  series  of 
historical  paintings,  that  selection  received  the 
sanction  of  Washington  and  Jefferson.  When 
he  saw  the  Rotundo  decorated  on  one  aide,  by 
such  scenes  as  the  Siege  of  Yorktown,  the  Sur- 
render of  Burgoyne,  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  the  Surrender  of  General  Wash- 
ington's Commisuon,  it  was  painful  to  behold 
the  other  side  of  that  splendid  room  a  blank. 
He  lamented  it  the  more  when  he  saw  how 
appropriately  it  might  be  covered  by  the  Battie 
of  Bunker's  HUl,  the  Attack  on  Qaebeo,  and  th« 
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Battles  of  Honmonth  and  Piinoeton.  Walo 
vp,  he  would  take  oocasion  to  reply  to  some 
remarks  of  the  genUeman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hamilton.)  He  had,  in  depicting  Uie 
varioQs  modes  of  l^slstive  hosmitj,  which 
might  be  adopted,  let  fall  expresaioQs  eascepti- 
ble  of  a  coostmction  which  his  own  feelings 
towards  that  honorable  gentleman  forbid  him 
tomppcaeooDldhaTebeenintwded.  He  bad  in- 
timated that  his  own  ori^nal  reKdntloa  was  to 
be  amotiwred  by  the  wei^t  of  the  amendmrats 
iiDgeneroasly  thrown  upon  it  Wfaaterer  was 
intended  by  Hm  remark,  he  oonid  not,  in  jns- 
tioe  to  lumsel^  suffer  it  to  pass  nnnoticed.  If 
there  was  a  member  npon  the  floor  who  did 
not  feel  his  heart  swell  with  a  prouder,  and 
more  ardent  love  of  country,  when  he  contem- 
plated the  aohieTementa  of  tiie  general  and  the 
army  of  New  Orleans,  he  was  not  that  man. 
But  the  heart  which  was  alive  to  these  emo- 
tions could  never  be  closed  to  such  as  were 
calculated  to  be  ex<dted  by  the  Battle  of  Bun- 
ker's HilL  and  the  other  to  which  his  amend- 
ment apiuied.  And  he  could  nevu-  consent  to 
oommem orate  by  p^tiuga,  a  scene  tn  the  late 
war,  to  the  exclusion  of  ttiose  of  equal  splendor 
in  onr  Revolutionary  struggle.  If  his  amend- 
ment were  adopted,  it  woua  embrace  them  alt. 
The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  certainly 
knew  him  too  well  to  suppose  that  his  feelings 
were  of  such  a  contracted  character  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  refuse  to  call  upon  American  ge- 
nius to  illastrate  American  v^or.  To  uie 
genius  of  AUston,  as  an  historical  painter,  he 
would  do  all  homage,  and  he  had  tne  satisfac- 
tion of  believing  that  the  adoption  of  his 
amendment  woora  edve  ftiU  im^  to  that  of 
both  the  artists  who  nad  been  allnded  to. 

The  qnestion  was  takoi  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Ur.  Stobbb,  viz:  "or  such  of  the 
Tiotories  achieved  by  the  Kavy  of  the  United 
States,  as  in  their  opinion  should  be  selected 
for  such  national  commemoration,"  and  decided 
in  the  n(^tive — ayes  80,  noes  99. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  ameudment 
of  Ifr.  SwiQHT,  viz:  "to  embrace  the  battles 
of  Banker's  Hill,  Moomonth,  Princeton,  and  the 
attack  on  Qnebeo."  Kegattvad— yeas  88,  nays 
107. 

The  qnestion  being  <»i  the  resolntion  as 
moved  by  Mr.  II&]iu.toh, 

lb.  EvBBBTT  moved  to  ammd  the  leMdntion 
■0  aa  to  read  as  follows : 

"  That  the  Committea  of  the  Honie  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  Ubraiy  be  instructed  to  inquire 
Into  the  eipedlcncy  of  taking  suitable  meuarea,  at 
this  time,  to  procure  a  series  of  historical  paintings 
for  tbe  empty  panels  of  the  Botondo." 

X^atived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  of 
ICr.  HA.Hn.TOZf,  as  modified  by  Kr.  Rakdolph, 
it  was  decided  by  yeas  98,  nays  108. 

6o  the  resolution  was  rcjjeoted. 


[Janm.UIL 

I^CBSDAT,  Jannaiy  10. 
CM  Surtey. 

Vr.  YiBFLAKOK  submitted  tbe  fidlowing; 

S49ol9ed,  That  the  Committee  m  Naval  AlUn 
be  inat meted  to  inquire  and  report  on  tbe  tzpe> 
dlency  of  maUng  snob  legislative  providoo  ai  mj 
be  necessary  for  reviving,  extending,  and  canyinc 
Into  effect  the  act  of  Febrvary  10th,  I80T,  prorif 
iag  Ibr  soireying  the  coast  of  the  United  SUtct, 

Hr.  Yebplakok  begged  leave  to  call  tbe 

attention  of  the  House  to  a  brief  statement  of 
the  objects  of  this  resolution,  and  of  the  Acts 
connected  with  the  acts  it  referred  to.  The 
law  of  February  10th,  1807,  was  passed  in  the 
last  Congress  of  Ur.  Jefferaon^s  AdmiQistration, 
I  believe  upon  the  rec<Hnmaidation  tit  Kr.  Jef- 
ferson himself.  It  certainly  was  a  fivorite 
measure  of  his.  It  anthorized  and  requested 
the  President  to  cause  a  sorvey  to  be  taken  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  States,  de^gnatiog  tbe 
islands,  shoals,  roads,  and  traces  <tf  aadKuin, 
within  twenty  leagaes  of  any  ptdnt  ol  ute 
ooast:  also,  the  respective oonrses  and distuoM 
between  the  principal  capes  and  headlands:  la 
short,  every  thing  neoessaiy  for  compieting  s 
minutely  accurate  chart  of  our  whole  coast,  for 
every  naval,  military,  and  commercial  parpoie. 
Another  section  provided  for  such  examinstioni 
relative  to  St  George^s  btaiky  and  other  baoki 
and  shoals,  and  tbe  soundings  and  currents  be- 
yond the  limits  of  twenty  leagnes,  to  the  Gttlf 
Stream,  as  niij^t  be  subservient  to  the  uses  of 
navigation.  [The  immediate  object  oS  this  set 
was  nnqaestionably,  to  procure  a  thoron^ 
knowle^  of  onr  coast  far  naval  purposes  sol 
for  fortifications,  which  the  proq>ect  of  a  cd> 
lision  with  the  great  maritime  power  of  the 
world  then  pressed  npmi  the  attention  of  Ccn- 
gress.]  These,  however,  were  combined  with 
farther  views— with  the  general  interest  of  onr 
own  commerce  and  navigation,  as  well  as  with 
the  generoos  wish  to  contribute  to  the  usefril 
science  and  geographical  knowlef^e — of  tbe 
whole  civilized  worw.  The  sum  of  fiftj  thoo- 
sand  dollars  was  appropriated  to  carry  the  set 
into  eflfect — and  tne  principles  upon  which  it 
should  be  executed  ww«  eettied  by  the  Fieri* 
dent  They  m  stated  by  lir.  Gallatin,  wilk 
that  Inminona  predion  which  marks  all  tbe 
writings  of  tiiat  atateaman,  in  an  offidsl  letter 
to  a  difltingnshed  man  of  edenocL  who  was  to 
be  employra  In  the  exeootion  of  the  act.  It  is, 
I  presume,  to  be  found  in  the  official  files  of  tbe 
Department  I  have  myself  read  it  hi  a  valos- 
ble  paper  on  the  survey  of  the  coast,  printed  ia 
the  American  Philosophiod  Transactioos.  Tbe 
i^an  he  resolved  Into  three  distinct  parts:  lit 
The  ascertainment,  by  a  series  of  aecnnte  tf- 
tronomical  observations,  of  the  true  portion  n 
a  few  prominent  and  remarkaUe  pomts  oo  tbe 
coast,  sndi  as  are  or  would  prooably  be  tbe 
rites  of  forts,  or  lighMm^ses,  &e.  Sd.  A  trig- 
onometSeal  mrroy,  by  a  chain  of  triaade^  « 
tha  line  (tf  coast  between  these  points,  the  po- 
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ritioD  Of  which  had  been  thus  astronomioatly 
detenmned,  makinff  therein  the  positioa  of 
every  promlneat  object  diBtingnishable  at  a 
distance.  8d.  A  nautical  surrey  of  the  shoals 
and  soondings,  of  which  the  trigoDometrical 
land  surrey  should  be  the  base — ^to  depend  as 
little  as  might  be  on  astronomical  observations 
made  on  board  ship. 

Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Haalerj  well  known  as  a 
eoientific,  as  weU  as  an  experienced  and  practi- 
cal mathematician,  was  sent  to  Europe  tor  the 
pnrehase  of  instmments.  He  there  prooared 
an  admirable  collection,  selected  by  himsdf 
with  great  care,  the  workmanship  of  the  first 
artists  of  the  age,  TronghtOD  ana  Doltand,  in 
London,  and  Le  Noir,  m  Paris,  well  known 
•eientifio  meehai^os,  whose  labors  and  im- 
prorementa  have  conferred  hi^er  benefits  on 
the  worid  tiua  many  men  of  more  splendid 
Cune,  as  well  as  loftier  pretensions  in  the  ranks 
of  Boienee. 

With  these  instrnments,  the  survey  was  com- 
menced, in  1817,  and  a  portion  of  the  work 
done  witii  minute  aconracy.  After  a  time — 
know  not  why — it  Is  a  part  of  the  oonntry  I 
am  not  acqaunted  with — ^the  work  was  sns- 
pended,  and  nautical  snrveys  were  subatitnted. 
These,  too,  were  finally  abandoned,  as  a  sys- 
tem. A  vast  body  of  maps  and  charts  were 
thus  collected,  at  a  vast  expense — ^many  times 
the  cost  which  would  have  attended  a  perfect 
execution— I  have  been  told,  half  a  miUlon  of 
dollars,  but  have  no  predae  authorify  for  tibis ; 
bat,  at  whatever  odat,  they  were  exceedingly 
dear,  for  they  are  oomparatively  of  very  little 
value,  and  are  acknowledged  to  be  so.  The 
private  navigation  has  been  left  to  guide  itself 
by  snch  lights  as  may  be  famished  by  private 
enterprise,  or  by  the  science  of  Europe.  When- 
ever any  local  interest  or  object  such  as  the 
building  of  a  fort,  or  the  location  of  a  navy 
yard,  required  it,  special  surveys  were,  of  ne- 
cessity, ordered  either  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, or  by  resolutions  of  Congress.  These 
were  generally  executed  by  the  officers  of  our 
navy,  always  with  very  incompetent  means, 
and  often  limited  in  time.  In  the  words  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy's  last  report,  "  they  are 
unavoidably  inoomplete.  The  times  within 
vhich  it  was  deriraole  to  make  them,  (says  he, 
i^eaking  of  the  surveys  made  last  year,  of  Bal- 
timore^ Savannah,  Brunswick,  and  Beaufort,) 
and  the  means  granted,  did  not  permit  them  to 
be  made  so  as  to  furnish  perfoot  surveys  and 
charts  of  these  harbors." 

Indeed,  so  imperfect  are  the  surveys  in  the 
possession  of  the  Navy  Department,  that  I  have 
been  assured,  on  very  good  authority,  that  none 
of  them  have  been  found  safficientiy  accurate 
to  determine  the  site  of  fortifications.  I  ought, 
however,  in  justice,  to  except  that  of  the  har- 
bor of  Baltimore,  made  by  Lieut.  Sherhnme. 

These  partial  surveys,  by  separate  expedi- 
tiona,  are  also  necessarily  of  enormous  expense. 
Officers,  men,  vessels,  ftc,  must  be  detailed 
anew  for  each  oUect  with  great  loss  of  time, 


[RovR. 

and  new  expenses  of  preparation,  at  each  oo- 
caaion.  Withont  going  further  into  detail,  I 
refer  to  the  navy  report  of  1826,  in  aupoort  of 
this  aaaertion.  With  all  this  e^rience  oefore 
ua,  it  is  now  evident  that  we  must  reour  to  the 
prindples  <rf  the  aot  of  1807.  I  perceive  that 
that  law  is  printed  in  oar  statoto  book  aa  an 
obsolete  one.  I  do  not  see  why ;  but  if  ao^  it 
is  on  all  aocounts  expedient  to  revive  it.  I 
would  go  farther :  I  would  embody  in  a  new 
law,  with  the  necessary  appropriations,  ^  iba 
principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  1811. 
The  f^esident  should  he  empowed  to  appoint  a 
scientifio  commiBsioner,  witn  a  decent  salary. 
The  excellent  instruments,  purchased  ton  years 
ago,  are  still  in  poeeessioa  of  the  Government, 
a  little  worae  foe  neglect,  and,  I  fear,  too,  a 
littie  the  worse  for  having  sometimes  beoi  in 
ignorant  hands.  The  other  expmses  would  be 
very  trifling,  compared  to  the  magnitude  of  tfas 
object  A  tithe  of  the  annual  gain  or  saving  it 
would  yield  to  the  oommeroe  of  the  natum, 
would  p^  the  whole.  To  the  navy,  in  case  ol 
war,  this  is  an  all-imprntant  oljecL  It  is  a 
disgrace  and  a  scandal  to  our  country,  that  the 
British  navy  is  probably,  at  this  moment,  in 
possession  of  far  better  detuls  of  the  chart  ot 
oar  coast  than  we  are. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  this  is  an  application 
of  science  to  useful  purposes,  not  only  strictiy 
within  the  power  of  the  General  Qovemmen^ 
but  direotiy  inonmbent  upon  it  as  a  guardian 
of  fordgn  oommeroe,  and  the  direetor  ot  peaoa 
and  war. 

The  resolation  was  then  agreed  to, 

Mr.  FtWt  Com— (Captured  4frieani.) 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  cancelling  <^ 
a  bond  given  by  Mr.  Wilde,  of  Geor^a,  to 
transport  certain  Afticaos  beyond  the  limits  c£ 
the  United  States,  was  called  up  by  Kr.  P.  P. 
Babbodr. 

Hr.  B.  moved  that  it  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.TATLOB  oljeoted  to  this  oourse^  as  ha 
had  not  had  time  to  examine  the  papers  in  the 
case,  and  the  bill  was  unaooompanied  by  any 

report 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbovb  (Chidrman  of  the  Ju- 
diciary Ciommittee)  said,  that  a  similar  motion 
to  this  had  been  made  the  other  day,  when  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  on  this  snbject  was  reput- 
ed to  the  House,  and,  if  such  were  the  pleasure 
of  the  Honse,  he  shonld  cheerfully  acquiesce. 
He  would  stete,  however,  that  the  committee, 
if  ordered  to  report,  could  furnish  no  other  in- 
formation than  that  which  was  contained  in 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Wilde,  and  the  papers  ao- 
companying  it,  which  now  lay  upon  the  clerk's 
table ;  the  snbstance  of  whitm  he  had,  on  the 
former  oocarion,  stated  to  the  House. 

Hr.  Wbiobt:  of  Ohia  hoped  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill  would  prevsiL  If  I  under* 
stand  the  object  of  the  bill,  it  is  to  cancel  a 
bond,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  tbe  CSr* 
onit  Ooort  of  Geoigia,  pending  a  litigation  ooo- 
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oerning  a  nomber  of  AfHcans,  and  for  their  re- 
moval beyond  the  limits  of  the  nmt«d  States. 
On  a  oarefal  examination  of  the  papers,  I  find 
no  evidence  of  the  amount  of  that  bond,  to 
whom  it  was  ^ven,  or  the  precise  terms  of  the 
condition.  It  seems  to  me  there  are  two  bonds, 
one  given  bj  the  Spanish  okumants  of  these 
Africans  in  Conrt,  and  the  other  by  the  peti- 
tioner. Hie  petitioner  asked  to  have  his  bond 
cancelled,  and  the  bill  provides  for  cancelling 
the  one  in  the  derk's  f^oe;  and  that,  too, 
without  awertaininer  its  date,  amomt,  or  the 
parties.  If  it  were  the  oljjeot  to  oaiwel  the 
Dond  of  the  petitioner,  the  bill  did  not  reach  it, 
Imt  provided  for  cancelling  another.  Bnt,  sir, 
we  are  inhibited  by  the  oonstitntion  from  im- 
pairing the  obligatioDB  of  contracts.  Can  I  be 
expected  to  give  my  vote  to  cancel  an  obliga- 
tion, a  contract,  without  knowing  the  date,  the 
amonnL  or  purport  of  the  obligation,  affecting 
Uie  rights  of  parties  of  whom  I  am  wholly  ig- 
norant as  well  as  the  extent  my  act  may  iiynre 
them  ?  Can  I  be  expected  to  vote  to  cancel  a 
bond,  of  which  I  am  so  ignorant  as  not  to  be 
able  to  describe  it?  The  bill  contains  no  de- 
8cripti<ai.  I  have  heard  ntme,  and  can  i^ve 
none.  What  is  its  condition  t  Who  are  the 
parties?  What  its  obligations?  These  quee- 
tions  I  think  material.  Who  was  the  oluigee 
of  the  bond,  and  interested  in  it  f  Had  we  any 
control  over  it  ?  I  fear,  rir,  this  bill  exceeds 
onr  constitutional  limits,  and  affects  the  rights 
of  others,  having  no  knofwledge  of  our  prooeed- 
ings  or  voice  in  them. 

Mr.  T^TLOB  Bud,  that,  when  he  had  request- 
ed, a  few  days  since,  that  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  on  this  subject  might  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  it  was  that  they  might 
wpnaA  before  the  House,  in  the  form  vf  un- 
port,  the  history  of  the  fhcta  connected  wiUi 
that  bill.  He  ecmsldered  those  ftets  aa  <tf  each 
moment  as  to  deserve  an  ofiBeial  repwt.  The 
'  qoeBtion  might  be  one  which  involved  ihe  lib- 
erty of  thirty-seven  human  beings.  The  House 
la  called  upon  to  cancel  a  bond  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  89  African  persons  brought  into  the 
United  States  contruy  to  law.  The  original 
number  had  been  139.  One  hundred  of  these  . 
had  been  adjudged  to  be  a  lawful  capture,  (of 
the  exact  nature  of  the  proceeding  which  had 
been  had,  he  possessed  no  knowledge,)  but  that 
number  had  been  sent  to  our  colony  in  Africa. 
Of  the  rem^ing  89,  87  were  declared  not  to 
be  a  lawful  e^tore,  and  were  consequently 
wdered  to  be  restored  to  the  Spanii^  daimant. 
Tbae  perscHU  are  now  in  the  custody  of  law, 
Teohnically  speakiog,  they  have  not  been  im- 
ported. It  was  a  subject  of  discussion,  wheth- 
er their  bringing  Into  the  country  had  been 
lawftal  or  unuwfnl.  So  soon  as  it  was  de- 
tmmined  that  they  were  unlawfully  captured 
and  brought  in,  it  became  the  duty  of  tiieir 
owner  to  give  a  bond  to  export  them  out  of 
the  country  within  a  given  time.  As  there 
was  no  report  to  refer  to,  he  did  not  know 
how  k«g  it  waa  since  the  judgment  of  the 


conrt  had  been  ^ven,  and  he  conseqoently 
could  not  know  whether  a  sufficient  time  had 
elapsed  to  enable  it  to  be  determined  whether 
the  persons  giving  the  bond  intended  to  violate 
its  condition  or  not.  A  very  delicate,  and 
what  might  prove  a  very  difficult  question, 
arose  as  to  the  right  which  these  persons  them- 
selves may  have  to  those  Africans.  As  early 
as  the  year  *98,  Congress  prohibited  the  lutro- 
dnetion  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  sod 
declared  that  all  slaves  imported  in  'riolation  of 
that  law,  should  be  ipao  ,/beEe  free.  Kow,  if 
ibe  persmiB  laying  clami  to  these  Africsns  have 
done  acta,  which,  undn  the  law,  are  equivalent 
to  importation,  it  may  turn  out  that  all  these 
Africans  have  a  right  to  their  freedom.  Hi.  T, 
said  that  he  did  not  know  thi^  for  the  Home 
had  denied  him  the  opportonity  of  knowing 
the  facts  of  this  case,  from  any  official  repwt 
containing  them.  In  an  act  passed  in  1808, 
said  Mr.  T.,  it  is  expressly  provided,  that  no 
person  in  the  light  of  an  importer,  (and  for 
aught  I  know  the  proceedings  in  thia  case  may 
have  been  suoh  as  to  place  these  persons  m 
that  light,)  is  capable  of  holding  any  ri|^t  d 
ownership  over  a  negro  dare,  and  if  be  shall 
attempt  to  sdl  such  wtve,  be  incurs  a  fodatm 
of  $1,000  for  each  offence.  Mr.  T.  repeated 
that  he  did  not  know  that  the  facts  of  the  c«M 
would  bring  the  parties  within  the  prorifloa  of 
this  law,  and  it  was  because  he  did  not  knov 
this  that  he  had  desired  to  have  all  the  facts 
^read  out  before  the  House^  the  rqwtt  tit 
one  of  its  own  committees. 

Ur.  DwioHT  said  he  should  not  oppose  the 
motion  for  recommitment ;  bat  there  were  some 
facts  in  the  case  which  stood  out  in  bold  relief^ 
and  were,  of  themselves,  sufficient^  in  hisjod^ 
ment  to  recommend  thia  bill  to  ue  univerail 
flavor  of  the  Hbnse.  What,  asked  Ur.  D.,  wu 
the  pt^ey  of  the  net  which  requires  a  bond  fbr 
the  re-e^wrtation  of  Africans  introduced  iato 
this  country?   It  was  to  prevent  colIuiTec^ 
tnres.   It  waa  to  prevent  the  Booeeflsitfwut 
would  otherwise  have  been  a  very  easy  mode 
of  evading  the  law,  viz:  the  bringing  of  Afti- 
can  slaves  upon  this  coast,  and  their  consequent 
introduction  by  a  pretended  capture.  In  thii 
case,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  African  pe^ 
sons  had  been  captured  by  a  South  Amencan 
privateer :  one  hundred  of  these  had  been  de- 
creed not  to  be  slaves;  bnt  thirty-nine  of  tbem 
had  been  adjudged  to  be  the  bona/ide  prwttf 
of  the  Spanish  chumant.   The  decree  «  tl» 
court,  however,  omitted  to  dedgoate  whicb 
persons  belong  to  the  hundred,  and  Tbicb  to 
the  Uiirty-nine.  By  thia  omission,  a  new  delay 
was  created,  and  eight  years,  in  all,  bad  iDter- 
vened  before  the  question  was  finally  Mttied. 
The  humanity,  however,  of  the  Soothcm  gen- 
tlemen, had  not  left  them  all  this  wbUe  im- 
prisoned.  They  had  been  put  out  on  healthy 
plantations,  where  many  of  tbem  had  acqniiw 
the  relation  of  husband  and  wife,  parent  and 
child,  and  had  formed  attachment  to  the  co<m- 
tzy.   In  the  meanwhile^  the  ^aniah  onv 
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appears,  and  demands  that  thej  should  be  sent 
to  Cuba,  where  they  would  be  conn^^ed  to  a 
bondage  tenfold  worse  than  any  which  exists 
in  the  TTnHed  Statei.  The  pettUoner  in  this 
case  (with  whom  Ur.  D.  was  personallr  ac- ; 
qnainted,  and  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
highest  respect  and  regard)  had  been  employed 
18  counsel  in  the  case,  and,  in  his  ooorse  of 
official  duties,  had  become  acqu^ted  wiUi 
these  slaves.  They  came  to  him  as  their  only 
firiend,  and  Implored,  with  tears,  that  they 
might  not  be  sent  away.   To  the  honor  of  that 

Sntleman,  he  stated,  that  he  had  interfered  in 
eir  behalf^  and  had  sacrificed,  or  at  least  pat 
In  jeopardy,  a  part  of  his  own  private  fortune, 
with  the  b^cTolent  purpose  of  relieving  them 
from  their  distress.  He  did  this  from  no  selfish 
views.  He  was  not  a  planter.  He  owned  no 
idantation.  His  onljr  motive  had  been  pure 
flnmani^ ;  and  Mr.  D.  oonoloded  with  press- 
ing hia  earnest  fa<^  that  tiie  House  wotud,  In 
■ome  nuHuier,  interpose,  to  relieve  Mm  mm 
the  uoweloome  necessity  under  which  he  now 
labored,  of  re>ezporting  those  whom  he  had 
thus  nobly  saved. 

Mr.  Mkboeb  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
House  might  receive  a  brief  report  of  the  facts 
in  this  case.  The  Colonization  Society,  said 
Mr,  M,  have  stated  to  us  that  they  were  un- 
able to  comply  witii  the  proposal  made  to 
them,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Wilde,  and  this  would 
not  appear  snrprising  when  he  stated  the  fact 
that,  when  that  society,  in  September  last,  had 
advertised  that  a  voatu  wonld  shortly  »m  for 
Liberia,  they  had  reodved,  witiiin  the  oonrse 
of  thirty  days,  nine  hundred  qiplioations  for 
a  passage^  and  there  were,  at  thto  nm&  eighteen 
handred  persons  who  had  expressed  a  desire 
to  remove  to  Africa.  It  was  proper  he  should 
state  that  these  ^plioants  consisted  entirely  of 
free  negroes.  Mr.  M,  however,  said  that  this 
inability  on  the  part  of  the  society  to  pay  the 
sum  required,  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  inter- 
pose an  insuperable  bar  to  the  benevolent  par- 
pose  for  which  they  had  been  offered  to  the 
society  by  Mr.  Wilde.  He  hoped  the  report  of 
the  committee  wonld  state  the  preciM  sum 
which  had  been  advanced  by  that  gentleman, 
in  hia  pnrdiase  d  those  people  from  th^ 
^»aiddi  owners. 

Mr.  WiOKLim,  professing  some  knowledge 
(tf  tliia  case,  sud  that  he  did  not  despair  of  the 
vote  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Tatlob,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
'Wmonr,)  when  the  facts  of  the  case  should  not 
be  misconceived.  There  was  one  idea,  which 
he  considered,  of  itself^  sufficient  to  ensure 
their  support.  Allowing  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  he  correct  in  the  supposition, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  claimants 
■hovld  be  proved  to  have  been  such  as  gave 
these  Africans  a  ri^ht  to  their  liberty,  what 
ranedy  would  be  given  by  this  Honse,  unless 
the  bond  dionld  be  caooelled  I  Shall  we  leave 
these  tne  persons  here^  in  a  Imi  of  freedom, 
or  shall  we  oonpel  the  petitimer  to  re-export 
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them  to  the  irons  of  the  West  Indi^  and  send 
them  into  perpetual  bondage?  Mr.  W.  de- 
clared, that  if  ne  could  believe  these  persona 
rightly  entitled  to  their  freedom,  he  should  be 
prepu^  to  say,  not  only  that  they  might  re- 
midn,  but  that  tn^  ^ould  not  be  sent  away. 

Mr.  GiuiXB  Bidd  he  had  risen  fbr  the  pnr^ 
pose  of  stating  some  of  the  facts  which  gentle- 
men had  inquired  for.  He  then  read  from  ft 
schednle,  which  he  hdd  in  his  hand,  some 
items,  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  total  of 
law  expenses  and  salvage,  pud  by  the  Spanish 
cl^ant,  had  been  $11,666.  The  probable 
value  of  the  slaves,  at  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
market  price,  was  $11,700,  differing  but  a  few 
dollars  from  the  expense  incarred.  but  Mr. 
Wilde,  the  petitioner  before  the  House,  had 
paid  to  the  Spanish  claimant  $1S,000,  to  re- 
Unquiah  his  claims.  Thia  he  had  done,  as  was 
most  evident,  from  no  motives  of  intoesfc,  fiff 
he  bought  the  slaves  at  a  loss,  but  becanse  liieir 
case  pressed  deeply  upon  his  own  sense  of  hii> 
manity.  He  hoped  that  it  would  be  some  sat- 
isfaction to  the  gentleman  from  Virj^a,  (Mr. 
MiitosB,)  to  receive  this  statement,  as  it  satis- 
fied a  part  of  his  iuquiry. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  said,  before  the  quea* 
tlon  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  recommit^  he, 
perhaps,  awed  it  to  himself,  and  to  the  Hoose, 
after  what  had  been  said^  to  explain  more  faHj 
than  he  had  done,  his  views  of  the  case,  as  it 
appeared  to  him.  He  sud,  as  he  understood 
it,  in  the  year  1619,  a  Venezuelan  privateer, 
clandestinely  armea  In  Baltimore,  manned 
mostiy  by  citizens  of  the  United  Btatea,  and 
commanded  by  a  citizen,  suled  on  a  cruise 
from  that  port.  Off  the  coast  of  Africa  she 
captured  a  vessel  from  the  United  States,  from 
which  26  Africans  were  taken.  She  also  cap- 
tured several  Portuguese  and  Spanish  vessek, 
from  all  which  Africans  were  taken,  and,  among 
others,  the  Antelope,  owned  by  persons  in  the 
island  of  Cuba.  She  proceeded,  in  company 
with  her  prize,  the  Antelope,  until  she  was 
wrecked,  and  her  captain,  and  part  of  her 
crew,  were  made  prisoners.  The  armament, 
and  the  residue  of  the  orew,  were  diifted  to 
the  Antelope,  wluch  was  afteowards  captured 
by  a  rovenne  cutter  of  the  United  States,  hor- 
ering  on  the  coast  of  florida,  and  brong^t  into 
Savannah  for  adjudication,  with  260  Africans. 
The  vessel  and  cargo  were  libelled  in  the  Oir- 
cuit  Court  of  Georgia— clwms  were  filed,  by 
the  captain  of  the  cutter,  for  bounty,  or  salvage 
— by  the  Consuls  of  Portugal  and  Spain  for, 
and  on  account  of  whatsoever  citizens  of  either 
country  were  interested — and  by  the  United 
States,  claiming  them  aa  forfeit  for  a  violation 
of  the  laws  of  tiie  Union,  and  those,  also,  taken 
from  the  American  vessel,  because  of  her  pirat- 
ical character.  The  Court  in  Georgia  decreed 
those  free  that  were  captared  from  the  Ameri- 
can vessel,  and  others  not  claimed  by  tbe  Por^ 
tngnese  and  Spanish  consuls,  and  decreed  the 
rest  to  the  proper  owners  of  the  Spanlah  and 
Portngoese  nsiels  on  their  giving  bond  to  re- 
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move  them  bejfmd  the  limit  of  the  United 
fitiites.  These  Africans  had  been  thrown  Into 
the  common  mass,  many  oi  them  had  died,  and 
having  no  Bttiafiactory  method  of  idenUfying 
those  taken  from  each  veaiel,  they  were  desig- 
nated by  lot.  It  BO  appeared  in  the  decree, 
and  he  believed  the  whole  were  so  designated. 
From  this  decree,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  per- 
sons daimed  by  the  Portagnese  and  Spanish 
Oonsnls,  an  ^>peal  was  taken  to  the  Snpreme 
Ooort  of  the  United  States.  On  hearing,  the 
Bnpreme  Conrt  revened  the  decree  of  the  Cir- 
cnit  Oonrt  of  Georgia,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the 
claims  by  the  Portugese  Consol,  and  affirmed 
the  decree  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  claim  of  the 
Spanish  Consul.  The  court,  however,  did  not 
affim  the  decree,  even  to  that  eitent,  by  the 
direct  action  of  a  majority  of  its  monbera,  but 
beeanse  tbey  irera  eqoal^  divided  in  apiiAim 
on  the  question. 

Vt.  SpsAotm  said,  that  this  bill  provided  for 
(me  of  the  alternatives  in  the  report  of  the  Col- 
onization Society,  but  there  was  another  alter- 
native in  that  report  wbidi  he  also  wished  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  consider.  The 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Su*.  Tatlob)  had  raised  an  inquiry  of  great 
linportanee,  and  which  might  prove  of  some 
diffionlty;  at  all  events,  it  could  not  be  decided 
withont  a  full  knowledge  of  facts.  The  obser- 
vations, too,  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
^r.  UfBCSB)  had  raised  an  inqairy  which  was 
not  only  highly  important^  but  one  which  had 
excited  in  him  atter  astonishment.  It  suggest- 
ed the  possibility  that  the  liberty  of  thirty-nine 
persons  had  in  this  cose  been  decided  by  lot 
If  that  had  been  the  fact,  then  a  solemn  in- 
quiry devolved  on  this  House,  whether,  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  the  liberty  of  any  human 
being  could  be  taken  away  by  the  casting  of 
lots.  As  all  these  difficulties  would  press  upon 
the  House,  if  they  adopted  one  alternative,  the 
Judiciary  Committee  might  possibly  find  it  best 
to  devise  and  report  the  means  of  embracing 
tbe  other  aItemauT&  viz :  the  repaying  of  the 
mm  advanced  for  these  Afidcans,  and  permit* 
tinij  diem  to  be  sent,  by  the  sodety  back  to 
Africa.  He  hoped  that  the  committee  (should 
the  bill  be  recommitted)  would  p^  spinal  at- 
tention to  that  part  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  society. 

}tr.  GiLiOB  said,  that  he  rose  to  present 
some  additional  information  on  this  subject. 
The  facts  of  this  case  were  not  such  as  some 
sentiemen  who  had  spoken,  seemed  to  suppose. 
The  District  Court  of  Georgia  had  declared, 
in  their  decree,  that  the  identity  of  these  thirty- 
nine  slaves  has  been  sufficiently  ascertained. 
Hr.  G.  Bud,  that  he  knew  of  no  such  thing  as 
ft  lot  havii^  taken  j^lace  in  the  matter.  He 
then  qnoted  the  dedsion  of  the  Court. 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  abont  to 
he  put,  when, 

Mr.  Mdjbr  moved  to  amend  the  instmctions 
to  ^e  committee,  by  adding, 

"And  that  the  said  committee  inquire 
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whether  it  would  comport  with  the  interests 
of  humanity,  the  principles  of  jostiee,  and  the 
honor  of  the  Ooveroment,  to  adopt  effideut 
measures  to  restore  the  Africans  to  tfie  coun- 
try and  home  from  which  they  have  bees 
cruelly  and  illegally  s^arated." 

Hr.  M.  in  offering  this  amendment,  observed, 
that,  if  he  understood  the  matter  correctly,  the 
AAicans  whose  case  was  involved  in  the 
had  been  captured  on  board  a  slave  ship ;  they 
were  subjects  of  the  slave  trade ;  they,  at  home, 
were  as  free,  and,  perhaps,  as  happy,  as  we  are, 
and  had  as  mnch  nght  to  freedom,  Ur.  Speaker, 
as  you  or  I  have.  By  the  rnthlesa  hand  « 
slave  traders,  they  had  been  torn  from  their 
home  and  country,  and  chance  had  thron 
them  npon  oar  shores. 

ICr.  Baxtlrt  accepted  the  amendment  of 
Hr.  Ibsm  u  a  modification  of  his  motion. 

Hr.  OniiBK  add  he  woold  uk  on  what  n* 
thori^  the  gentleman  from  Franaylvania  (Mr. 
Hineb)  had  assumed  tiie  fact  that  these  thirty- 
nine  Africans  had  been  cruelly  and  illegally 
taken  from  their  own  country.  He  would  ask, 
further,  on  what  ground  it  was  assumed  that 
this  Government  has  a  right  over  the  private 
property  of  one  of  Its  citizens  I  And  also,  how 
this  House  was  going  to  alter  a  solemn  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States! 
That  court  has  decided  that  these  staves  belong 
to  a  foreign  claimant.  By  what  mode  can 
Government  control,  or  in  any  way  afitet  tbit 
dedd<ni  t  He  knew  of  none.  If  the  ooort  d 
last  resort  has  fixed  the  right  of  pn»«rty,  tiks 
Government  has  no  control  or  JnrisoictKHi  in 
the  case.  These  two  difficulties  were  open  and 
glaring.  He  could  not  but  think  that  the 
amendment  had  been  accepted  by  the  gmtle- 
man  from  Kew  Hampshire,  without  doe  om- 
sideration.   These  persons,  for  aoght  that  ap- 

Kared,  might  have  been  slaves  in  their  own 
id.  There  were  many  slaves  in  Africa,  held 
in  bondage  by  the  laws  of  that  country.  The 
property  of  the  Spanidi  claimant,  if  any,  was 
transferable,  and  might  be  as  wdl  beta  by  a 
dtizen  of  tiie  United  States  as  a  citizen  of 
Spain.  Iliere  was  bnt  <me  oonditiott  attached 
to  the  tennre,  via :  the  re-exportatkm  of  the 
slaves.  Gentlemoi  were  gre^y  mlatakai,  if 
they  supposed  that  it  was  not  as  vahiable  aa 
object  to  the  sooth,  as  it  could  be  to  the  north, 
that  African  daves  should  not  be  imported  into 
this  country. 

The  people  of  Georgia  had  a  de^  and  pe- 
culiar interest  that  no  soch  importation  should 
take  place ;  and  he  could  say  with  great  truth, 
that  there  were  no  persons  in  the  worid  who 
held  the  slave  trade  in  deeper  detestation,  or 
would  do  more  to  redst  it  in  every  pom  We 
way.  It  was  the  people  of  Geoi;^  and  tbey 
alone,  who  were  to  say  whether  they  caaamu 
ed  that  these  Africans  shonld  randn  within 
their  territory.  They,  said  Mr.  G.,  aie  the 
only  sufferers,  and  if  Georgia  says  tbey  may 
remain,  then  uie  rigbt  of  the  Spanish  dumaat 
(now  pDrahased  by  Hr.  Wtuo)  is  peiftctlr  sn- 
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aMiUable :  sad  it  i»  eqaallj  bo,  if  he  perfonns 
the  eoDditiim  of  this  boodf  and  enorts  them 
within  the  spedfied  period.  Oat  of  motives  of 
mere  bnmaiiity,  this  gentleiiuui  has  expraded 
more  than  $11^000,  bat  he  has  not  diTested 
himself  of  his  right  to  hold  theae  riaves ;  he 
cannot  divest  hinudf  of  it,  nor  will  he  yield  it  to 
any  arbitrary  power  attempted  to  be  exeroised 
on  the  port  of  this  Government.  It  is  true,  he 
offered  these  slaves  to  the  OoIonlzatioD  Society, 
BO  that,  if  they  would  pay  the  expense  he  haa 
iBcarred,  the  slaves  should  be  placed  at  their 
diqtosaL  Tliis  was  his  own  free  act,  and  it 
was  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  every 
one — ^bat,  owing  to  the  want  of  funds,  their 
removal  ooold  not,  in  this  manner,  be  effected, 
■ad  there  the  matter  ended.  Mr.  Wilde  has 
never  offered  these  slaves  to  the  United  States, 
on  ttw  same  terms,  or  on  any  terms;  and,  if  he 
liad,  the  United  States  Govenunent  has  no  au- 
thority to  enend  $11,000  beloogiiw  to  the 
people  of  the  UDited  States  for  any  such  object. 

Mr.  Rardolph. — now  say,  sir,  withoat  in- 
tending the  least  disrespect,  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  genUemau  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
UiHKB,)  and  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Bart- 
urr,)  affirms  as  a  fact,  what  the  petition,  and 
the  decree  of  the  Ooort  of  Georgia,  do  posi- 
tivdy  deny.  And  it  is  certainly  nnbecoming 
of  this  House  to  say  to  one  of  its  committees, 
as  a  fkot,  that  which  all  the  evidence  before 
ttie  "^rase  proves  not  to  be  a  fact,  that  tiiese 
peoi^e  had  been  taken  illegally.  The  resoln- 
tion  in  its  present  form  affirms  ttiat  these  slaves 
have  been  "  inhomanly  and  illegally  "  taken 
from  Afiica.  They  may  have  been  taken  *'  In- 
hnmanly,"  bat  of  this  we  have  no  proof — bat 
as  to  their  having  been  taken  illegally  we  have 
the  most  positive  evidence  to  the  contrary,  be- 
canse  they  were  dsimed  (and  the  claim  was 
established  by  the  tribanal  in  the  last  resort) 
by  the  SpuiUb  and  Portagaese  owners,  the 
Government  of  both  of  whose  conntries  legalize 
the  traffic  They  could  not,  therefore,  have 
been  taken  ooatrary  to  law.  They  were  taken 
aooording  to  the  lawiL  osages,  and  oostonra  of 
Aftioa,  and  of  the  nations  to  which  the  daim- 
■nts  belong.  They  were  as  lawfully  taken,  prob- 
ably, as  any  staves  who  were  brooght  into  soatb 
Caruina  and  Georgia  since  the  adoption  of  the 
eonatitnUon,  under  that  danse  of  theconstitntion 
which  permitted  the  traffic  in  slaves  for  a  lim- 
ited time.  The  taking  and  bringing  of  these 
was  legalf  according  to  the  laws  of  America, 
and  by  the  customs  of  Africa.  We  are,  there- 
fore, asked  to  affirm  ^at  the  slaves  mentioned 
in  this  petition  were  taken  "  illegally,"  when 
all  tiie  proof  is  to  the  oontxary. 

Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  the  qoea* 
tion  of  the  slave  tnde  and  slavery  in  the  ab- 
straot.  That  man  has  a  hard  heart,  or  at  least 
a  narrow  nnderstanding — yes,  and  a  narrow 
heart  too,  who  would  Justify  slavery  in  the  ab- 
itraot.  Bnt  that  man,  although  he  may  have  a 
hourt  aa  oapadoaa  aa  the  Atlutic  Ocean  itseli^ 
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has  a  narrow  and  confined  inteUect,  who  un- 
dertakes to  make  himself  and  his  ooontry  the 
judge  and  the  standard  for  other  men  and  other 
countries.  Sir,  this  very  prindj^  of  inter* 
ference  with  the  conduct  of  otiier  nations  was 
one  of  the  great  objections  to  the  revolntioi^ta 
of  France,  and  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  ob* 
jeotions  taken  to  the  conduct  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  at  I^nitz.  We  have  no  ridit 
to  prescribe  laws  for  other  countries.  God  for- 
bid, Ur.  R.  said,  that  he  should  ever  defend 
slavery,  or  ever  should,  in  any  case,  nuse  his 
voice  against  the  cause  of  liberty.  Though, 
sud  he,  I  might  remind  the  Hoose  that  idavery 
existed  a  long  time  ago.  The  mother  of  the 
Ishmaelites  was  a  boad-w<Hnan;  the  Greeks 
and  Bomana  about  whom  we  hear  so  much 
were  dave  owners.  Sir  Thmoas  More,  one  d 
the  wisest,  and  one  at  the  most  bodevolent  ot 
men,  oonld  not  eompleta  Us  Eutopian  Oom- 
monwealth  withoat  the  ud  slavery.  That 
it  has  existed,  does  exist ;  that  it  is  an  evil,  no 
one  will  deny.  Bat  we  have  no  ri^t,  on  that 
acoount,  to  make  laws  for  other  nations,  and  in 
this  case,  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
to  whom  the  case  was  submittea,  is  positive 
evidence  that  these  persons  were  not  ulegally 
taken,  and  conse^ently  were  not  illegal^ 
brought  into  tiie  United  States.  I  am  now 
bottoming  myself  upon  law-~npon  sheer  law. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  there  has  a  spirit  gone 
abroad — both  in  England  and  here — it  is  now  , 
ragiag  in  England,  perhaps,  as  much  as  ever 
fanaticism  raged  there  in  the  time  of  the  Cov- 
enant of  the  Kound  Heads — it  is  ra^png  here, 
and  I  wish  I  oonld  say  that  it  does  not  exint 
even  in  Virginia,  It  is  the  spirit  of  neg- 
lecting our  own  affairs  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  the  affairs  of  our  neighbors.  Sir, 
this  spirit  takes  the  plodder — ^yea,  the  plodder 
from  the  field — to  become  a  {dodder  hi  the 
pulpit.  It  has  taken  the  shoemaker  from  hia 
last— and,  what  is  worse  than  aU,  it  takes  tho 
mother  from  the  fireside  and  from  her  children, 
into  a  sort  religious  disdpation,  in  wMoh 
the  Churdi  ia  made  as  mndi  a  Theatre  as  ttie 
Grand  Opera  at  Paris.  <n>  aa  Dnuy  liane  or 
Oovent  Garden  in  London.  This  qiirit  renders 
home  too  dull  a  place,  and  renders  it  (if  I  dare  to 
nse  a  French  word  in  this  House,  or  a  Latin 
one,  withoat  the  certunty  of  being  misrepre- 
sented) the  very  seat  of  «nnut. 

Sometimes  our  hnmanity  is  np  for  the  Greeka 
— ^it  has  not  yet,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  asked 
for  the  Trojans — it  may,  very  possibly,  he  some 
day  up  for  the  Trqjans — and  we  are  called  to 
rejoice,  in  a  victory  of  the  three  first  powers  of 
Enrope  over  a  handful  of  semi-barbarians,  in 
the  harbor  of  the  ancient  .Fyloa.  Sir,  instead  of 
any  triumph,  in  my  opinion,  that  victory  was 
a  stigma — a  stain — upon  the  naval  glory  <tf  all 
those  nations  concerned  in  it — I  mean  of  those 
who  had  any  glory  to  lose.  With  immense 
odds  in  their  uivor,  they  attacked,  and  killed, 
and  mordered,  hand  to  band,  aa  nave  a  set  of 
men  as  the  sun  ever  shone  i^xm.  And  what 
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are  WO  to  asdst  the  Greeks  fort  To  build  up 
•  neet  of  pirates  in  the  ^gean !  Thej  wve  so 
of  old— yes,  sir,  of  old — long  before  the  time  <rf 
ikjax  and  AgamemnoD — ^pirates  they  are — ^pi- 
rstes  they  ever  have  been — and  pirates  they 
ever  will  be.  "Why,  sir,  our  force  wUI  not  be 
able,  even  in  that  small,  plaoid — that  halcyon 
aea,  I  might  call  it — ^to  protect  our  own  com- 
merce from  their  row-boats  and  their  ooreairs. 

In  saying  this,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  knew  that  he 
was  ronning  against  the  prejudices  of  the  coun- 
try, and  th^  ^ilanthropy  which  was  so  much 
in  T(^e.  But,  sud  he,  what  was  I  sent  here 
for  but  to  wpose  t^oee  prejudices  whenever  it 
tspractioabiet 

[Here  the  Ohair  inteTposed,  and  reminded 
Ifr.  B.  that  the  disoossion  on^t  to  be  ofmfined 
to  the  amendmoit  of  ISt.  Baoturt,  which  was 
to  strike  out  i^e  last  words  of  Mr.  'Mxskb'o 
amendment  to  his  resolution.] 

Mr.  B.  resomed.  If  I  am  out  of  order,  I 
submit  to  the  deoision  of  the  Chair—what  I 
said  was  only  intended  as  illustration,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  part  of  the  amendment,  whidi  goes 
to  assume  that  the  slaves  were  illegally  taken, 
when  we  have  the  evidence  of  the  decision  of 
the  court  in  the  last  resort  to  the  contrary. 
Kr,  B&id  he,  I  will  put  a  ease,  which  vul 
fbrther  Illustrate  this  contromsy.  Snppose 
that  the  British  Government,  instead  of  being 
anxious,  as  they  are,  to  romit  fcnrth  the  Laza- 
roni  of  Ireland — that  wretched  popnIati<ni  who 
are  reduced  to  the  minimum  and  the  jwwjmufn 
too,  of  hmnan  ezistenoe— to  tiie  potato,  the 
whole  potato  and  nothing  but  the  potato— was 
desirous  of  detaining  them  in  Ireland — ^woold 
it  be  "  inhuman  "  in  the  captain  of  an  Ameri- 
can vessel — it  certainly  would  be  "  illegal,"  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  England — but  would  it 
be  "inhuman"  to  bring  a  number  of  that 
wretched  peasantry,  ground  down  to  the  last 
turn  of  the  screw  of  despotism,  so  that  one 
torn  more  most  rescue  t^em  entirely  from  it — 
the  hnman  family  ooold  not  molti^  under  a 
feather  more  of  weight — to  bring  a  number  of 
these  ndaeraUe  bdngs  to  this  country  I  Sir, 
I  will  not  say  how  much  humanity  and  religion 
I  have— I  win  say,  in  the  words  of  a  very  great 
man,  on  another  occa^on,  none  to  speak  of ; " 
but  it  would  be  humanity  to  bring  them  all 
here.  Yet,  as  regards  the  interest  of  my  conn- 
try — of  the  State  of  Yirginio — would  hang 
any  man  who  brings  one  of  them  into  it.  Tes 
sir,  I  would  make  it  death ;— Ibr  it  would  be 
infliotiuff  a  serious  evil. 

Sir,  if  tlus  amendment  be  adopted,  it  goes  to 
tonch  not  only  the  legal  right  now  under  con- 
rideration,  but  the  legal  ri^t  to  every  slave  in 
the  country  previously  imported :  for,  if  these 
thirty-nine  slaves  were  inhumanly  and  iUegidly 
taken,  then,  according  to  the  reasoning  of  the 
gentieman,  all  the  rest  which  were  brought 
mto  this  country  from  AMca,  whilst  ttie  con- 
stitution admitted  th«r  inbrodaction,  were  in- 
humanly and  illegally  taken. 

I  will  not  tre^wsB  ftrthtt  cm  the  patience 
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and  indnkenee  of  the  House,  but,  as  a  aontfa- 
em  man,  1  will  not  suffer  this  matter  to  go  any 
ftirtber,  without  making  s  sdemn  protcat 
against  any  snch  preference  as  this,  on  the  part 
of  any  branch  m  this  Government,  going  to 
touch  this  question,  or  affect  that  right  in  any 
manner  whatsoever.  I  protest  agunst  it  as 
one  of  the  humblest  and  lowest  of  uie  'Virginia 
Delegation — and,  rir,  I  never  will  sit  silent  here 
as  long  as  any  thing  is  brought  befixv  the 
House,  which  touches  it  in  the  alighteat  or  the 
remotest  degree. 

Mr.  Mraan  beg^  g^tlem«i  to  remember  that 
he  had  no  hand  m  bringing  this  su1>fect  before 
the  House.  The  ease  of  these  perscms  ma 
brous^t  here  by  others.  In  ipeaking  ib» 
slaTO  trade  as  iU^al,  I  did  not  mtend  to  qteak 
in  the  precnse  terms  of  the  lawyer,  nor  to  em- 
barrass tiie  question  with  legal  tMhnicalitics. 
The  honorable  gentieman  must  pardon  me,  but, 
because  Spain  and  Portugal  may  l^aUze  this 
traffic,  I  cannot  regard  it  as  legu,  nor  ocms^t 
to  speak  of  it  as  legal.  This  point  is  not  to  be 
settled  for  us  by  Spsin  or  Portngsl.  Ve  sihonld 
regard  and  speak  of  it  as  stateonen,  and  the 
question  of  Its  legality  should  be  determined 
by  the  higher  lawa  of  God  and  homanity. 
lliose  are  tiie  laws  to  which  I  referred. 
Mr.  HxsEB  withdrew  his  amendments 
And  tiie  qnesticm  bdng  put  on  Mr.  Ban^ 
URT^B  ori^al  resolntiim,  vik,  to  hare  th«  UD 
recommitted,  with  inatmetions  to  report  to  Ae 
Honse  the  facts  of  the  case,  It  ma  aAoptad 
without  a  division. 

Caae  <tf  Mangniff  JjPAuterioe. 
The  remainder  of  the  day  was  ooonpied  in 
the  consideration  of  the  biU  for  the  relief  cf 
Marigny  D'Auterive. 

Mr.  DBA.TroN,  of  South  Carolina,  sud  be 
concurred  with  the  gentieman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Clabk,)  who  last  addressed  the  commit- 
tee, in  the  wish  he  e^reeaed,  that  tbe  neeea^ 
should  never  ooenr  of  disomng  the  qnestion 
now  before  the  committee.  But  the  neeeseity 
has  occnrred,  sud  Mr.  D.,  and  the  gentlanan 
from  New  York  has  oontribnted  at  least  as 
much  towards  it  as  any  one  who  has  mgaged 
in  the  debate.  The  gentieman  from  Viiginia 
r.  Rasimlpb)  requested  that  no  member 
m  certain  parts  of  the  Union  wonld  ocmde- 
Bcend  to  discuss  the  main  question  which  bad 
been  raised.  With  the  most  onfrigned  per- 
sonal respect  for  that  gentieman,  I  shall  rather 
indtate  ms  precM>t  than  his  example :  for  after 
tiie  course  whitm  he  had  reoommeDded,  in  a 
manner  the  most  solemn  and  impresrive,  ha 
afterwards  entered  into  an  aignment  which, 
perhaps,  ezhansted  the  snbjeot.  I  nndotake 
to  say  that,  if  it  should  ever  here  be  seriously 
discussed,  whetber  the  master  has  a  right  of 
property  in  his  stave,  that  no  members  would 
remain  in  this  Hall,  who  represent  the  people 
of  the  States  in  which  slaves  are  possessed. 
Bights  which  are  secured  by  the  cmstitntioa 
must  endure  as  long  as  tiiat  oonstitotifin  esista. 
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h  it  not  an  article  of  the  eonstitntion  that  pri- 
vate property  shall  not  be  token  for  pablio  use, 
without  compensation  ?  Is  it  not  another,  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  are  entitled  to  all  the 
priTileges  and  immnnities  of  citizens  of  the  seT- 
eral  Statral  Are  these  articles  respected,  if 
his  property  is  rariahed  from  the  sonthem 
ovner,  and  wplied  to  the  pablio  nse,  without 
remnnerationf  Is  he  alone  to  be  d^riTed  of 
that  which  to  enjoyed  bjr  every  other  citizen  t 
Are  these  infractions  of  legal,  and  moral,  and 
ooostitntional  rig^ta  to  be  even  justified  by  re- 
sorting to  abstract  subtleties  and  sophistical 
reflnementsV  Let  me  entreat  the  committee 
to  look  at  the  real  qaestion  which  is  before  it 
It  ia  aimply  whether  an  indiridnal,  whose  prop- 
trtj  has  been  impressed  into  the  public  service, 
is  to  be  paid  for  the  damages  he  has  sastained 
by  that  act.  Woold  the  committee,  apprehend- 
ing clearly  this  qneation,  ponder  for  a  moment 
as  to  the  answer  to  be  given  i  If  it  paoses, 
upon  the  ground  that  slaves  are  not  property 
•-if  it  pauses  to  investigirt«  and  dedde  whi^ 
OoDgreas  haa  no  power  to  ait  in  Judgment 
upon — the  panae  would  resemble  that  which 
praeedea  the  whirlwind  and  th«  tnnpest:  it 
would  be  followed  by  the  rooking  of  the  fahrto 
cttfOT  oonatitation  to  ita  baseu^anditipmtrft- 
tkiii  in  the  dost  Btr,  when  I  Uatenea  to  the 
sentiments  whic^  were  expressed  by  some  who 
have  addressed  the  committee,  partioolarly  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kew  Tork,  (Mr.  Clabk  ;) 
when  I  heard  them  ntter  opinions  pregnant 
with  such  baleful  oonseqnences,  I  shuddered. 
When  I  heard  doctrines  advanced,  the  recogni- 
tion of  which  wonid  dissolve  the  bonds  of  onr 
confederacy,  I  trembled  for  my  country.  It 
has  been  openly  avowed,  that  the  United 
States,  in  viitoe  of  the  oompromise  in  the  con- 
■titotion,  by  which  slaves  were  represented, 
are  aititle£  in  every  military  emeraency,  to 
take  tbew  uaves  into  the  public  service,  with- 
out the  consent  or  remuneration  of  their  own- 
ers. Do  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sonth  hold  their 
pn^rty  at  the  will  of  the  United  Stateat  Are 
tiieir  daves  at  the  mercy  of  tJbe  Government  f 
Can  their  proprietors,  when  it  shall  please  this 
Govffinunent,  be  reduced  to  destitution  and 
begguyt  When  snch  principles  are  promul- 
gated, will  oar  citizens  oidculate  upon  the  value 
of  the  Union  t  If  I  know  my  conntrymen,  they 
would  sooner  perish ;  but  they  would  perish 
irith  arms  in  their  hands,  dyed  in  the  blood  of 
those  who  wonld  attempt  to  rivet  upon  them 
10  degrading  a  vassalage.  Did  they  submit  to 
neh  degradation,  they  would  deserve  it :  they 
Would  be  fitter  for  slavery  than  freedom.  And 
yet,  sir,  whilst  professing  doctrines  leading  to 
the  direst  issues,  to  the  subversion  of  the  con- 
federacy, to  bloodshed,  and  civil  war,  the  gentle- 
man (Hr.  Olakk)  talked,  in  impassioned  terms, 
of  justice,  and  benevolence,  and  religion.  Sa- 
cred nu^eaty  of  juatioe  t  are  these  thy  dictates! 
Pore  fonntun  of  benevolence!  do  these  pre- 
cepts flow  from  thy  source  T  Is  this,  O  God 
of  tferoyt  to  thto  the  religion  thoa  enjoineett 
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Thongh  s<nnewhat  drawn  from  the  even  tenor 
of  the  discussion,  by  giving  utterance  to  feel- 
ings which  coold  not  be  suppressed,  I  will, 
nevertheless,  now  endeavor  to  argae  the  ques- 
tion before  us  calmly,  or  rather  those  parts  of 
it  which  admit  of  argument.  As  several  gen- 
tlemen have  spoken,  to  whcnn  I  wish  to  reply, 
in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  committee  I 
will  compress  the  subatance  of  what  they  have 
said  in  a  few  propositions,  and  trust  that  I  shall 
demonalrate  that  they  rest  upon  foondaitions 
which  are  ntterly  untenable. 

Upon  the  topic  of  slavery,  as  connected  witli 
its  exutenoe  in  the  Southern  States,  I  hoped 
never  to  have  nttered  a  syllable  in  thia  House ; 
but,  as  it  has  been  forced  npon  me,  and  as,  in 
its  discoBsion,  much  feeling  is  necessarily  min- 
gled, in  order  that  sentiments  may  not  be  as- 
cribed to  me  which  I  do  not  entertain,  I  will 
make  some  few  remarks  npon  the  sul^eot. 
What  I  have  hitherto  said,  has  been  founded 
upon  right,  npon  strict  and  inalienable  right — 
a  right  which  belongs  to  my  constituents  and 
to  mysd^  which  it  to  both  my  dutj  and  my  in- 
dinaoon  to  defend  and  preaenre  to  tbe  ntmoat 
of  my  ability.  Slavery,  in  tiie  abstract,  I  con- 
demn and  abhn'.  I  know  no  terma  too  Btronc 
to  express  my  reprobation  of  those  who  would 
introduce  it  into  a  nation.  I  know  no  language 
of  crimination  too  nnqualified  to  be  ^pbed  to 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  African  slave 
trade.  An  African  dave  ship  la  a  spectacle 
from  which  all  men  would  recoil  with  horror, 
unless  the  vilest  lust  of  lucre  had  steeled  their 
hearts  agidnst  every  feeling  of  humanity.  But 
when  we  live  in  States  in  which  davery  existed 
before  we  did,  where  it  has  grown  with  our 
growth,  and  strengthened  with  our  streogtb,  it 
has  become  so  inseparable  from,  and  Inter* 
woven  with,  our  oonoi^m,  as  to  be  irremedia- 
ble— or,  if  remediable,  can  only  he  ao  by  the 
dow  process  of  time.  Oar  conadaticHi  to  that 
we  did  not  ori^nate  it;  when  a  colony,  we 
straggled  agamst  it ;  we  found  it  at  our  births ; 
it  was  a  part  of  our  Inheritance — ^from  which 
we  can  no  more  deliver  ourselves,  than  we  can 
from  the  miasma  of  onr  swunps,  or  the  raya 
of  our  bumiuff  son.  However  ameUorated  by 
compassion — however  corrected  by  reli^on^ 
still  davery  u  a  bitter  draught,  and  the  chalice 
which  cont^ns  the  nauseous  potion  is,  perh^ia, 
more  frequently  pressed  by  the  lips  of  the  mas- 
ter than  of  the  slave.  AH  we  can  do,  is,  for 
our  aafety,  to  retain  the  daves  in  a  due  state  of 
subordination,  and,  for  their  sakea,  and  for  tite 
sake  of  humanity,  to  treat  them  with  all  the 
oondderation  and  mildness  which  their  condi- 
tion permits.  But,  whatever  we  do,  most  be 
the  work  of  ourselves.  To  understand  how 
slaves  ought  to  be  treated,  we  must  be  among 
them — ^must  be  acquainted  with  their  minds, 
temperaments,  and  habits.  One  not  living 
among  them,  would  be  as  unfit  to  establish 
rules  for  their  government,  as  could  be  an  ig- 
norant  empiric  to  prescribe  a  remedy  for  a  dis- 
ease which  he  knew  only  by  name.  We  not 
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only  are  alone  capable  of  deTidng  the  best 
practicable  mode  to  be  obaerred  towards  oar 
slaveB,  bat  we  will  suffer  none  others  to  med- 
dle with  them.  Slavery  Is  a  municipal  institn- 
tion,  as  nnoonneoted  with  any  oontrol  of  the 
United  States,  as  oar  oorporatioas,  oar  colleges, 
or  our  public  charities.  We  would  as  soon  per- 
mit owars  to  invade  the  aanctaaiy  oi  ma  dw^- 
IngB  as  to  toneh  ib  We  would  as  Kxn  permit 
OmigresB  to  dictate  to  as  in  oar  domestic  con- 
eems, — ^in  oar  social  intereoorse — to  prescribe 
to  OB  a  system  of  religion,  or  a  oode  of  morals. 
Ve  flhoold  receive  any  extrinsic  interpoeiti(Hi  as 
an  injary,  and  resent  it  as  an  insalt  Hneh  as 
we  valoe  this  Union,  we  would  nrther  see  it 
dissoWed  than  yield  to  sach  a  violation  of  our 
rights.  Kach  as  we  love  oar  ooantry,  we 
would  rather  see  our  cities  in  flames,  oar 
plains  drenched  in  blood — rather  endure  all  the 
calamities  of  ciril  war,  than  parley  for  an  instant 
upon  the  right  of  any  power  than  oar  own  to 
Interfere  with  the  regalitioD  of  oar  alsTea. 
lEmn  ib»  debate  doaed  for  to-di?^.] 


FEID1.T,  Jaaoary  11. 
Com  <if  Uarigny  D'Auterwe. 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  ^e  relief  of  Uarigny 
D'Aaterive,  the  qaestion  being  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Litinoston. 

Kr.  BuNKu,  of  New  York,  said :  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  IndiTida^  coming  from  my 
part  of  the  ooantry,  to  hear  dispasnonatoly  and 
eodly,  the  langoage  which  has  been  osed  by 
the  gentlemen  of  ^e  Soath.  We  have,  all  of 
TO,  certain  habits  of  tbooj^t  outain  feeUngs 
nd  aHodati<nis,  inseparam^from  oar  nature, 
whldi  edncatiMi  renders  indelible,  and  which 
■hottld  be  mataally  respected.  We  oo^t  to 
remember  tJiat,  so  fUllbte  is  haman  reason,  and 
so  mnoh  under  the  dominion  of  the  circumstances 
which  snrronnd  it,  and  impart  to  it  their  own 
character,  that  the  same  exact  qoantam  of  rea- 
son,  as  it  exists  north  or  soath  of  the  Potomac, 
exercised  upon  certain  subjects,  may  perform  ; 
precisely  converse  operations;  and  it  therefore 
oecomes  us,  when  disoassing  any  topic  which 
thas  alten  the  character  of  oar  rational  natnrv, 
to  practise  a  leasim  of  mntoal  toleration,  of  mu- 
tiuu  finbearanoe.  When  our  Soatiiem  brethren, 
therefore,  giving  ntteranoe  to  tlie  nnbiasMQ 
Rotates  of  th^  own  judgment,  on  tlds  irritat- 
ing qaestion, finrUd  as  to  touch  or  approach  it; 
wHon,  in  their  language  of  strong  and  indignant 
feeling,  they  warn  as  against  the  liazard  of  in- 
curring the  last  and  worst  of  political  evils — 
ihaj  forget  this  peculiarity  of  our  relative  posi- 
tion. I^ey  do  more,  Ur.  Chairman ;  for,  ar- 
riving at  the  conclusion  that  this  Uouse  has  no 
power  to  decide  whether  a  dave  be  property 

virtue  of  their  own  natural  reason,  and  in- 
hibiting us  from  even  an  approach  to  that  ques- 
tion, they  claim  the  uncontrolled  exercise  of 
reason,  and  the  ezpreaaion  of  o^nion,  whkh 
they  refuse  to  us. 


There  are  two  great  diviuons  of  property, 
in  respect  to  their  natares,  that  are  separated 
from  each  other  by  a  line  as  clear,  and  nicked, 
as  light  and  darkness.  They  are— that  prop- 
erty which  has  no  rational  will  and  tliat  which 
has.  Both  have  been  the  subjects  of  owner- 
ship from  the  earliest  agea,  and  the  right  of  ex- 
dndve  ownership  over  both,  is  of  an  oram  co- 
eval with  the  histoij  <rf  the  wmU.  Ilie 
tore,  however,  of  this  exdouTe  ri^tj  Is  differ- 
ent, vastiy  different,  in  each ;  and  the  differ^ 
ence  arises  from  tiie  nature  of  the  sulyeet. 
No  man  who  has  tJie  di^test  Simmering  irf 
reastm  ean  ooofoond  them.  No  l^sislative  bo(^ 
ever  has  oonfoanded  them.  The  oonfiuioa, 
whenever  it  arises,  has  its  root  in  passi<ni,  pre- 
judice, or  ignorance.  Our  natural  feeling  in 
this,  as  in  many  other  matters,  overmatdies  all 
the  sophistries  of  reason.  For  what  man  cao 
view  the  death  of  his  ox  and  his  dave,  with 
equal  indifference!  If  snob  a  man  thne  bs 
that  man  li  not  to  be  found  north  or  sonlh  of 
thePotnnae.  Weezercueoverthe onesalgeot 
(however  nnoontroUable  our  politicd  ri^tt  and 
poww  may  be)  an  aoooontable,  a  reqxmnUc^ 
a  moral  t^Koey  \  If  not  reepondble  here,  it 
least  herewer.  Now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  if  the 
framers  of  our  constitation  intended  to  Uend 
these  two  subjecto  together  in  ttus  their  pro- 
vision t  Let  me  ask,  if  both  had  ben  in- 
tended, would  not  each  have  been  as  distiiKtlj 
pointed  out  by  words,  as  t^ey  are  different 
in  their  natures  ?  Let  me  ask  agdn,  what  is 
this  right  property  which  the  masto'  hu 
over  his  slave  f  What  but  a  right  to  his 
services,  the  right  to  his  bodily  and  loteUeetasl 
labor,  either  tat  life  or  for  yeara,  aooonpaniel 
by  the  dutiea  of  protectiiMi  and  ■usteuaacel 
If  for  dthv  lifo  or  years,  whsfc  diffomoe  ca 
the  ^tleman  from  Louinana,  the  first  drilisa 
of  his  country,  among  the  first  Jurists  a^^ 
point  ont  between  the  sravitude  the  dan^ 
and  that  of  a  minor  by  the  dvil  law,  or  an 
apprentice  by  our  common  law  system  f  For 
the  purposes  of  this  argument,  the  legd  dutiei 
of  protection  are  the  same  in  each,  and  the 
legal  right  to  the  services  is  the  same.  I 
know  well,  that  there  is  an  important 
ferenoe  in  their  respective  oonditioDS;  but  this 
is  not  witlun  the  scope  vi  the  |ffeieBt  dii- 
onsdoUt 

I,  for  one  at  least,  am  free  to  aoknowledga^ 
what  I  religiously  bdieve,  that,  gnaranteed  m 
the  elaimanta  and  pooooMora  of  these  rights 
are,  by  prescriptive  n^t  and  by  eonstitatiODd 
compact,  they  can  expect  nothing — they  can 
hope  nothing — tiiey  must  kee  every  tfainft 
if  we  attempt,  by  direction  or  indirection,  to 
make  or  meiddle  with  this  subject  of  their 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  This  is  a  topic  opon 
which  wo  of  the  one  aide,  may  q>cntilaie 
coolly ;  because  one  common  ctmsequence  of 
evil  to  North  and  South  is  remote ;  the  other, 
pecnliar  to  the  Soutli,  is  present,  i^essiiig,  sad 
foarfol.  It  is  an  evil  of  which  the  constitatkM 
has  made  tiiem  the  only  judges  as  by  itsnataie 
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the/  ooght  to  be — the  <mlj  pmoiu«Dpowered 
ind  oompetMkt  to  alter*  to  sonen,  or  to  era^cate. 
They  vm  know  Hiat  any  experimental  tamiier- 
Ing  on  oar  part,  must  be  made  at  t^etr  sole  risk, 
ooit,  and  suffering.  Is  it  strange,  then,  that, 
with  the  pledged  ^th  of  the  nation,  and  the 
prescriptive  right  of  ages  for  the  gnanmteea  of 
their  title,  they  should  be  jealooa  of  oar  inter- 
ference f  This,  however,  is  »  partial  oonsidera- 
tioQ.  There  is  the  other  oommon  danger  to  ns 
both,  arising  out  of  it,  and  its  necessary  oon- 
■eqnenoe,  to  which  I  have  distinctly  iJladed. 
The  dtnolntion  of  this  IJnioD  is  an  event  which 
DO  American  citizen  can  oontemplate  without 
the  most  intense  feelings  for  the  national 
interest  and  national  g^wy.  I  need  only  allnde 
to  it.  Otbw  oaosea  may  hmafter  endanger 
or  destroy  this  ftmily  of  fk«e  republics,  but 
this  is  the  present  danger,  imminent  and  fear- 
foL  Mr.  B.  then  insisted  warmly,  and  at 
length,  npoa  the  it^Jnrions  effect  produced  on 
pnblio  sentiment,  and  the  patriotic  sympathies 
of  the  whole  nation,  by  those  ill-jndged  and 
ill-timed  appeals  to  certain  feelings,  and  those 
menaces  of  direful  consequences;  in  their 
proper  time  and  place  susceptible  of  producing 
powerftil  impressions  and  probably  salutary 
effects ;  but  if  used  on  any  other  occasion^  only 
wearing  out  and  frittering  their  own  power 
and  wMght.  He  then  prooeeded.  Let  me, 
then,  «itr«at  the  gentiemen  fh»n  the  South  to 
forbear  prearing  the  dlsoiu^a  of  this  question 
upon  eveiT  idle  oooasion.  Let  not  the  brun- 
■ok  theuies  <tf  speculative  men,  in  this  House, 
w  oat  of  it,  provoke  them  to  it.  Let  them  not 
start  up,  on  every  inconsiderate  resolution 
which  may  iq>pear  to  involve  it,  to  protest 
■gainst  its  being  conridered,  thought  of, 
viproaohed,  or  touched.  Let  tiiem  rest  upon 
their  tiUe  to  the  subject  as  property.  It  is 
foanded  upon  the  same  prescriptive  right,  upon 
the  same  pledge  of  national  faith,  with  our 
own.  Do  the  gentlemen  if  the  South  suppose 
tiiat  we  can  sanction  an  attack  upon  tneir 
lif^ts,  which  must,  in  its  prindole,  endanger 
our  ovnt  If  we  reqieot  not  the  rights  of 
proper^,  a«  ■eeore  to  thnn,  do  we  not  know 
that  the  time  will  oome  when  others  will  cease 
to  regard  or  respect  our  parchments  and  moni- 
nwntst  Bat  Uiey  have  a  stronger  hold  upon 
08  tiun  even  this.  We  cannot  forget  the  blood 
that  was  prodigally  shed  by  the  gallantry  of 
the  South  in  secnring  tiiat  independence  which 
the  united  wisdom  of  all  has  established  upon 
its  present  basis.  We  remember  who  it  was 
from  tiie  South  that  led  us  to  conquest  and  to 
^ory.  Let  them  trust  something  to  our  geo- 
sroos  feelings — something  to  the  tie  that  binds 
tu  together.  Let  them  wait  until  the  evil  is 
real,  and  not  distant,  oontingenli,  imuinary. 
When  some  bold  bad  man,  for  mean  and  selfish 
purposes,  shall  attempt  to  make  this  contest 
the  ladder  of  his  ambition,  whether  upon 
QQSoand  notions  of  political  expediency,  or  the 
pretences  of  impracticable  benevolence,  they 
will  thea  find  that  the  North  will  be  true  (I 
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speak  the  language  of  exprienee)  to  them,  true 
to  itself  true  to  the  Union.  The  gallant  spirits 
from  South  Carolina  may  then  potir  fortii,  in 
the  strong  langua^  of  passionate  eloquence, 
those  truths,  the  toroe  of  which  the  coolest 
men  will  acknowledge,  and  the  dullest  wiU  feeL 
Let  the  genUeman  from  Virginia  then  raise  hia 
olear,  distinct,  and  thrilling  voice,  let  him  put 
forth  bis  great  energies  upon  a  subject  worthy 
of  them — he  will  find  a  reepondent  feeling  in 
the  Korth.  He  will  then  aiscover,  when  the 
danger  is  real,  that  the  sympathy  is  common. 
Hen  of  all  classes  and  all  descriptions  will 
answer  to  his  caU.  The  danger  of  this  Unitm 
will  then  become  a  natoral  oqjeot  of  religiona 
dread  and  reverenoe  to  both  Iknth  and  South. 
EmbradoA  aa  it  doei^  xeoollaoln»u  and  erentL 
which  have  both  instnoted,  astonished,  and 
ai>palled  the  Enropean  world,  we  will  stamp 
with  infamy  the  man,  or  combination  of  men, 
who  attempta  to  hazud  it  by  an  attack  npoa 
this,  one  of  its  vital  prinoiplee. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Lonidana  goes  to  indemnify  ue  master 
of  a  slave  improved  into  the  public  service,  by 
the  order  of  General  Jackson,  and  wounded  by 
the  enemy  while  thus  in  the  public  service,  for 
the  deterioration  in  Us  valufl  oaosed  by  the 
wound  thus  received. 

lliis  amendment  is  rensted  by  the  gentiemea 
who  have  ai^ed  in  opposition  to  its  adoption, 
upon  varioos  grounds.  It  Is  resisted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Whittuuit,)  upon 
the  practice  of  the  Government,  as  illustrated 
by  various  precedents  rew^iilng  the  principle 
that  slaves  are  not  put  on  the  footing  of  prop- 
erty, and  ptud  for  when  lost  to  the  owner,  in  the 
public  service.  By  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Chums, 
on,  the  ground  that  it  is  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, when  threatened. with  destruotion,  to 
use  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  national  defence, 
and  that,  too,  without  being  liable  to  be  called 
on  for  indemnification.  By  another  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  BxmBB)  upon  the  ground, 
that  the  right  of  Uie  master  in  hia  slave  is  a 
right  to  ms  services  under  all  dromnatanoea 
whatsoever,  and  also  to  the  absolute,  unqnaUfied 
control  and  custody  of  his  person ;  so  that  It 
cannot  he  taken  from  him  for  purposes  of 
service,  nor  his  actions  regulated  by  any  power 
but  bis  own,  save  when  the  State  lays  its  hand 
upon  him  for  the  punishment  of  crime,  and  the 
preservation  of  poblic  peace.  By  all  these 
gentiemen  upon  the  analogy  between  master  and 
servant,  and  master  and  apprentice.  The  claim 
is  farther  resisted  upon  the  ground  of  political 
inexpediency. 

The  gentleman  from  OMo  has,  for  a  long  time, 
been  a  distinguished  and  laborions  member  <a 
the  Oommittee  ct  Claims.  He  knows  full  well 
the  great  weight  which  the  decisions  of  pre- 
ceding committees,  and  tiie  opinions  of  en- 
lightened statesmen,  have  on  the  judgment  of 
those  called  to  act  upon  analtwons  questions. 
He  has,  therefimi  with  great  {ndostry,  culled 
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flmn  the  JonnutU  of  this  House,  reports  of 
varions  committees  on  qnestionB  of  the  like 
diaraoter  vith  the  one  onder  diflcnssion — eatab- 
Vflhing,  as  he  ai^es,  the  correctness  of  the 
portion  which  he  has  assumed  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment;  and  from  which  ne  argaes 
that  the  practice  of  the  GrOTermnent  has  been 
to  withhold  indemnity  for  slaves  it\jnred  when 
etdled  into  the  publio  service,  aa  D'Aaterive's 
slave  was.  WiUi  great  deference  to  the  jndg- 
mmt  of  that  gentleman,  the  reports  referred  to 
reoognixe  no  sndi  pruusiple.  The  prindple 
recognized  in  these  eases  presented  to  the  oom- 
mittee.  is,  that,  when  a  dave  Is  volnntaiily 
oarried  into  the  military  service  ct  the  oonntry, 
by  his  master,  being  an  officer,  and  snbstitnted 
by  the  assent  of  the  officer  commanding,  for  tJlie 
servant  which  the  Government  was  bound  to 
provide  the  master  with,  that  then  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  b<Hmd  to  indemnify  the  master  for 
injury  sustained  by  the  servant  while  thns  em- 
ployed. The  cases  referred  to,  are  oases  of 
sntffititation  by  agreement  The  first  case  is 
the  report  of  Montgomery,  who  was  a  lieu- 
tenant, who  carried  with  Mm  his  servant  as  a 
widter,  who  was  killed.  The  oomndttee  in  that 
report,  say,  if  the  QovrnmiNit  should  be  e«n- 
pelled  to  pay  for  the  negro,  they  would  stand 
as  the  warranter  of  the  Talne,  instead  of  mak- 
ing a  reasonable  allowance  for  him  as  a 
waiter — placing  the  resistance  to  his  applica- 
tion for  relief  npon  tiie  spirit  of  ih»  implied 
agreement,  which  was  not  one  of  warranty  but 
of  compensation. 

In  accordance  with  this  principle,  recog- 
nized in  this  first  application  to  the  Ctovem- 
ment  for  relief  for  sUves  injared  in  the  public 
aervioe,  the  chdms  of  Lawrence,  Evans,  and 
Bhaw,  were  reacted.  Inasmuch  aa  aU  of  Aose 
daims  were  fbr  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  their 
ilavea,  who  were  sub^tnted  in  the  place  of  the 
vaiten  vhioh  the  Ooverament,  by  its  army 
regulations,  had  itself  promised  to  these  officers, 
to  be  taken  from  the  ranks.  Hie  application 
now  made  for  compensation  comes  not  within 
the  mle  substitution,  for  it  is  a  case  of  im- 
pressment, where  the  GovemmeDt,  bound  with 
the  obligation  of  the  general  defence,  omitted 
to  provide  the  means  essential  to  protect  the 
country  agunst  the  invasion  of  the  enemy,  im- 
presses or  takes,  without  the  consent  of  the 
citizen,  his  slave,  and  employs  him  for  the  gen- 
eral weUkre. 

The  next  repOTt  referred  to  by  the  ohalrman, 
is  the  ease  «  Furldll,  who  was  impressed  by 
the  order  of  Gcomal  Jackscm,  and,  when  tiie 
men  wwe  oaUed  to  man  the  Unes  on  the  8th  of 
January,  was  sent  to  throw  up  entrenchments, 
In  the  doing  of  which  he  contracted  a  con- 
sumption, of  which  he  died.  The  committee 
that  reported  on  this  case,  were  of  opinion 
that,  as  it  was  a  case  of  consequential  ii^ury, 
the  Government  was  not  bound  to  indemnify 
the  owner;  and  when  the  committee  report 
adverse  to  this  daim,  because  the  i^urr  was 
ooiao^uential,  it  does  appear  to  me,  lu.  Uhair^ 
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man,  that,  if  the  b^ry  bad  been  direct  and 
immediate,  in  otmsequence  of  a  wonnd  reoaved 
in  battle,  uiey  would  have  r^Mrted  in  farror 
Porkill's  elwn.  Indeed,  it  does  appear,  from 
the  distinction  taken  by  the  oommitt«e,  that 
they  admit  the  liability  of  the  Goverament  for 
indemnity  for  immediate  and  direct  injury,  but 
not  for  remote  or  consequential  iqjury.  in 
their  opinion,  the  Government  was  exempt 
from  ^e  obligatiwi  oi  indemnity  for  iqjnriea 
done  to  slaves  while  impressed  in  the  pnUio 
service,  I  can  aee  no  reastm  for  the  disuicti(m 
assumed  by  the  committee  between  i&net  and 
consequential  injniy,  npon  which  this  report 
reposes.  Thus,  sir,  it  does  appear  that  this  is 
the  first  case  in  which  this  House  has  been 
called  on  to  decide  if  there  be  any  claim  on  the 
justice  of  this  nation  to  indemnify  a  master  for 
an  immediate  and  direct  injury,  resolting  frma 
a  wound  received  from  tiie  enemy  by  hia  aUre, 
while  impressed  into  the  public  service.  The 
whole  power  of  precedent  is  thns  removed. 
There  is  no  practice  of  this  House ;  no  prin<»- 
ple  recognized  by  the  treaty-making  power; 
no  act  (a  the  Genwal  Government,  which  re- 
jects this  claim. 

Let  OS  then  see  bow  it  stands  an  prinri|4sL 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  wajm,  Hut  tlw 
oonsdtutiott,  for  certain  puriwsea,  regwde  slaves 
as  persons,  and  for  a  veiy  impcniant  pnrpose. 
It  gives  to  their  masters,  in  their  ri^t,  a  por- 
tion of  our  national  representation,  and  the 
equivalent  yielded  for  this  increase  on  this 
floor,  is  the  right  of  this  natiiHi  to  call  those 
slaves  to  the  general  defence,  in  times  <tf  great 
national  emergency,  and  thi^  too,  without  in- 
cnrring  any  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  to  indemnify  their  masters,  for 
their  loss  in  battle.  It  is  a  subject  of  oovrat- 
ulation,  sir,  that  no  otiier  gentieman,  in  de£atc^ 
baa  TtAieA  npon  this  constitotiixial  ooetrine,  in 
redstanoe  to  the  proposed  amendment.  Wbeft- 
ever  this  House  snaU  recognize  in  the  Natioul 
Government,  the  right  claimed  for  it  by  tba 
gentleman  from  New  York,  it  will  carry  alum 
and  dismay  through  the  southeni  seetiMis  of 
this  Republic.  ]f  this  nation  is  vested  with 
this  implied  power  of  taking  this  spedes  of 
private  property,  upon  any  great  ptditical  exi- 
gency, for  the  common  defenoe,  without  mak- 
ing just  compensation  to  the  owner,  the  tntuen 
has  no  oonstitntional  security  for  the  acqniri- 
tions  of  hia  lab<n-;  and,  if  thu  distinctioo  ii 
recognized  by  this  Honse,  between  slaTes  and 
other  kinds  of  j^operty,  it  will  engendw  in  die 
minds  of  onr  pet^le,  Jealomiee  and  distniil. 
They  will  be  led  to  beljeve,  that  diat  species  of 
private  property  which  is  most  conumm  in  the 
South,  will  be  placed  within  the  grasp  c£  the 
national  arm,  without  just  compensatifm  to  dw 
owners ;  while  the  property  and  the  wealth  at 
the  non-slavefaolding  States  is  shidded  i^siast 
its  power  by  the  restrictions  imposed  by  tht 
constitution  in  protectiiHi  of  private  prmtertT'. 
A  reco^tion  of  snch  a  distinction  will  be 
highly  mndion^  and  cause  mach  jast  diasatis- 
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betioD.  Bat  this  branch  of  the  prSrogatlTc 
claimed  for  the  Federal  GoTenunent  the 

Ctlemaa  from  New  York,  alarming  aa  it  maj 
ia  nothing,  when  oontraated  with  the  ter- 
rific power,  which  he  also  says  was  yielded  np 
1^  the  SonUieni  States,  at  tlw  adoption  of  the 
oonstitntion,  as  the  equivalent  for  an  increased 
reiNresrataran  m  this  floor.  This  power,  be 
lays,  thns  yielded  to  tiie  General  Goveramen^ 
was  the  power  to  embodj  onr  slaves,  to  dis- 
cipline, to  arm  them— 4n  fine,  the  power  to 
place  the  lives  of  the  master  in  the  hands  of 
the  slave  I  It  cannot  he  that  the  Sonth  ever 
consented  to  yield  snoh  a  prer(^tive  to  &e 
National  Government  The  magnitnde  of  the 
grant  is  of  too  appalling  and  tenifio  a  charao- 
%u  for  tills  Honse,  for  the  gentleman  from  New 
Twk,  npon  ddlberation,  to  believej  that  the 
eomprtmnaing  temper  (h  the  constitution,  in 
tdati<A  to  r^resentation,  eventoated  in  arm- 
ing the  National  Gorenuaent  with  sach  an  nn- 
leatrieted  eraitrol  over  tiiia  medea  of  prt^rty, 
which,  according  to  tiie  genueman*s  views,  not 
only  may  be  Uken  without  equivalent,  but 
which,  when  taken,  may  be  so  used  m  to  pro- 
duce the  most  horrible  results  I 

I  forbear  presalnff  any  f^irther  tUs  aspect  of 
his  position.  oqeot  ta  not  to  prodooe  ex- 
eitMoent. 

Mr.  Livraaeroir,  of  Lonlriana,  had  not  the 
least  idea  that  snch  a  spirit  oonld  have  been 
excited  as  had  been  manifeeted  in  the  Honse ; 
and,  so  fur  fKim  having  deserved  the  reproach 
<tf  onneoessarily  stiiring  an  inutwCant  and  deli- 
cate qoestiott,  the  amendmeat  ne  had  proposed 
ooold  not,  08  he  thought,  hort  any  lumest  pre- 
jndio&  or  give  tiie  diriitest  ^ock  to  the  most 
sensitive  mind;  on  the  contrary,  in  itself,  it 
involTed  nothing  but  a  question  of  plain  obvi- 
ooB  justice.  He  had,  however,  with  deep  re- 
gret, perceived,  that  it  had  been  made  the  oc- 
casioQ  of  introdocing  the  most  dangerous  and 
destructive  doctrine ;  and,  tiaving  no  desire  to 
]m>long  or  to  increase  the  excitement  growing 
out  of  this  debate,  it  was  his  intention,  before 
he  resumed  his  seat,  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment he  had  offisred.  Jastioe  to  himself  how- 
ever, required  that  he  ahonld  state  Us  reasras 
fbr  K>  doing. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  snttement  had 
been  unneoeBsarily  raised  W  those  who  had  in- 
trodooed  and  snppCHled  the  amendment,  and 
that  there  waa  notUng  In  the  report  <^  the 
Committee  on  Glume  which  in  any  wise  called 
for  it   It  was  on  this  ^(Aat  alone  that  Mr.  L. 

be  wished  to  be  heard.  Gentlemen  have 
s^d,  Ton  have,  without  reason,  raised  a  com- 
motion, which  the  subject  did  not  coll  for; 
you  have  grown  warm,  and  have  insisted  that 
tiiis  is  a  most  serious  question,  but,  if  it  is  a 
■eriooa  ^eation  on  your  Bide,  it  is  no  less  so  on 
ova."  This  was  what  he  wished  to  examine. 
He  held  that,  while  the  principle  involved  in 
the  amendment  waa  a  most  serious  one,  indeed, 
to  the  daveholding  States,  it  was  absolutely 
Bothing  to  those  States  where  Bkres  wm  not 


to  be  found ;  and  so  certain  was  he,  that  it 
would  be  BO  couriered,  that  he  wodd  have 
been  willing  to  submit  it  to  'William  Wilber- 
fbrce,  or  to  the  Apostle  of  Abolition,  Caleb 
Lowndes  himself.  Gentlemen  from  the  Kortii- 
em  States  might,  with  some  reason,  have  had 
their  feeUngs  of  homaidty  ronsed,  had  it  been 
proposed  enher  to  inorease  the  number  of  per- 
sons in  davery,  m  in  any  manner  to  aggravate 
tiie  hardships  of  their  condition.  So  far  as 
this,  he  folly  entered  into  their  fecjings,  he 
agreed,  and  he  felt  with  them.  But  what  is 
the  case  here  t  A  man  has  had  his  slave  in- 
jured, while  taken  by  force  to  labor  in  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  ftu^  are  settled,  and  the 
amount  of  damages  ascertained.  The  only 
question  is,  shall  we  pay  the  d^nand  ?  Now, 
nr,  asked  Mr.  L.,  how  are  the  feelings  of  hu- 
manity involrad  in  such  a  qnestiwtt  Will  the 
miseries  of  davery  be  any  fighter  if  we  do  not 
pay  it,  than  if  we  dot  Vdl  the  number  c/t 
persons  in  davery  be  increased  by  our  payings 
or  diminished  by  onr  refhdng?  What  gOMl 
feeling  will  be  gratified  by  onr  refnsal  t  None 
that  I  can  ccmoeive  of.  Sin  is  this  a  iiur  view 
ci  the  case,  or  is  it  not  ?  Be  the  pr^ndiees  of 
gentiemen  ever  so  inveterate,  even  pr^udioe 
itself  cannot  be  iigured,  1^  doing  an  act  of 
manifest  Justice.  And  gentlemen  must  pardon 
me  for  saying,  because  I  state  what  is  the  fact^ 
that  I  have  not  heard  so  much  as  the  shadow 
of  a  reason  for  refusing  the  payment. 

Our  slaves  have  neier  beoi  employed  as  sol- 
diers— never  hare  been  impressed  aa  sodi — onr 
foes  are  to  be  repelled  ntm  tali  omiUo^  nse  d«- 

CiM-t&w  irfA.  To  defend  onr  eountry  is  too 
orable  an  employment  to  be  ^sted  to^  or 
divided  with  daves.  We  clum  that  function 
for  ourselves.  The  same  gentieman  asks,  Shall 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  because  he  has 
epaulettes  on  his  dionlders,  and  a  sw«d  by  his 
side,  be  permitted  to  take  the  dave  from  his 
master,  and  shall  we  indemniiy  him  for  the 
illegal  act  f  Sir,  this  is  not  a  bill  of  indemnlfl- 
oation,  and  the  act,  though  an  invasion  of  pri- 
vate property,  is  one  of  thme  cases  in  which 
such  invasion  is  allowed  by  the  constitation, 
under  the  obligation  of  pving  eompensotitmr— 
which  oUigatim  It  is  tin  intent  of  the  amoid- 
ment  to  fmfll.  It  is  not  an  illegd  act,  done 
with  a  good  intent,  against  the  oonsequenoes  of 
which  Congress  have  generally  thought  it  right 
to  indemn^  their  raBoers;  but  is  in  case  of 
property  taken  for  their  use,  and  lost  in  their 
service,  by  their  act.  It  was  not  because  the 
officer  had  epaulettes  on  hia  shoulders  that  he 
took  this  property,  but  because  he  bad  a  head 
thereon  that  had  formed  the  unbending  resolu- 
tion to  use  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  defend 
his  country;  because  he  hod  a  heart  in  his 
bosom  that  oonld  feel  and  provide  for  the 
wounded  soldier,  whcan  this  nwro,  and  the  cart 
whieh  he  drove,  were  employed  to  oonvey  fnm 
the  field  where  their  blood  was  shed  for  thnr 
conntT7. 

Hub  is  the  case  which  m7  amendmmt  wm 
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intended  to  provide  for;  one  that  eonld  exdte 
with  propriefcj  no  warmth,  and  oooM  hart  so 
[^ndice ;  bnt  it  had  been  enoo entered  with 
argomeota  that  were  indeed  dangerona,  and 
eould  not  &il  to  produce  the  greatMt  excite- 
xnent  Seeing,  th«-efore,  a  diepoeitioo  to  pro- 
tract the  debate,  and  delay,  b7  ^e  disoneuoo 
of  this  item  in  the  ehiim,  the  larger  amount  to 
which  it  was  acknowledged  the  petitioner  was 
entitled,  he  thoaght  he  woald  be  serving  his 
interest  in  withdrawing  the  ameodment,  with 
the  intent  of  renewing  it  when  the  cooler  re- 
flections of  members  shoold  show  the  jnsdoe  of 
this  claim,  or  of  others  depending  on  the  same 
prinoipla.  In  dmng  this,  (said  L.,)  I  yield 
to  the  reqneat  of  friends,  fbr  whose  opin- 
ions I  have  the  highest  raepeot;  bnt  I  jield 
nothing  to  the  dangerooa  doctrines  to  which  I 
have  ultidedtand  which,  I  trust,  a  oonsidera- 
tion  of  their  oonseqnenoee,  and  their  iniostice, 
will  indaoe  those  who  now  support  them  to 
abandon. 

Kr.  GuELKT  expressed  his  regret  that  his 
oolleagne  had  withdrawn  the  amendment.  It 
was  now  too  late  to  prevent  excitement;  and 
as  he  apprehended  that  a  m^joritj  of  the 
House  was  prepared  to  pass  the  ameodment, 
and  as  other  cases  resting  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple would,  in  all  prohMility,  arise,  he  felt 
bimself  honnd  by  diitj,  and  he  did  it  with 
rehiatance,  to  renew  the  motion  for  amendment 

Mr.  Bahpolph  sud,  that  he  rose  with  the 
intention  of  making  another  motion.  As  ^id 
be)  tiie  MDtleman  from  Lonisiana  (Mr.  Liv- 
srGSTOv)  has  done  us  the  &vor  to  take  away 
this  bone  of  contention — for  it  is  bnt  a  bone— 
from  the  House,  I  trttst  we  ahall  have  no  more 
trouble  from  that  quarter.  Bat  I  feel  mysdf 
called  upon  to  state,  with  regard  to  the  gentle* 
man  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bunnxb,)  who  has 
•polEen  to-day,  but  whom  I  do  not  now  see  in 
his  place,  and  whom  I  sinoerely  thank  for  his 
ronarks,  that  it  was  not  the  amoont  in  diwate, 
bnt  the  priooiple  involved/vhioh  brought  uont 
that  ooDteat  wUh  the  British  GoTeroment, 
whidi  ended  in  our  Ind^>endettoe.  For  that 
gentlemen  I  have  every  kiodly  feeling.  I 
knew  him  (and  this  pots  me  in  mind  of  a 
disagreeable  subject — and  that  is,  how  old  I 
am)  when  he  was  hardly  more  than  an  infant : 
bnt  if  that  gentleman  had  been  as  long  or  even 
half  as  long  as  I  have  been,  a  member  of  this 
House,  he  would  have  seen  the  necessity  of 
acting  on  the  old  maxim,  *^prinMpiig  obtta^ 
tenienti  oeeurHte  morbo" 

I  remember  the  firsttime  this  question  was 
stirred.  I  was  in  the  lobby,  and  was  an  atten- 
tive auditor — it  was  noder  the  first  Oongreee— , 
and  my  vowraUe  fnead  from  KorCh  C&rolina 
(Mr.  Maoos)  wonld  samMui  me  in  tha  recol- 
lection—he was  a  m«mDer  of  that  Oongress — 
no— he  was  not  at  that  time — for  North  Carolina 
herselfwas  not  then  amember  of  the  Union — it 
was  in  the  first  Congress — and  I  believe  I  re- 
member almost  every  time  it  has  been  brought 
ftvward  nnoe— iw  thia  haa  not  been  attempted 
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once— or  twice— bat  a  tiioosand  timea—Aot  \ij 
stininr— bat  by  asp.  1^,  we  cmgiht  to  remeoH 
her  the  sen^nmt— nan  at,  ted  tmpe  Mdm^ 
and  sot  permit  it  ever  to  pai^  no  mattar  i& 
how  demure  and  i^parant^  tnTud  an  iqiect 
it  may  be  presented. 

I  do  not  intend  to  abuse  the  indolgeoce  m 
kindly  accorded  to  me  by  the  oomnuttee,  both 
now  and  on  a  former  occadon — ^bnt  I  must 
remind  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Buitinm,)  that 
when,  in  the  words  of  Hotspar— or  rather  tS. 
bis  node  Worcester —  "  this  heat  was  stmck 
np  "  — some  gentlemen  were  doing  here— what 
has  been  tried  elaewhere — to  establish  the 
prinmplfl  that  there  ii  a  law  ts£  God,  whidi 
supwsedafl  Uie  laws  of  tlie  fanotionaries  of  the 
Umd— that  the  legality  or  illegaUty  of  a  nwaian 
is  to  be  Judged  not  by  oar  sodal  compact,  bat 
by  some  othw  oodfr— of  which  there  an  at 
many  difierent  faatarpretations  as  there  ue 
sects.  With  a  view  to  allay  tha  exeitMDHit 
which  has  been  produced,  I  now  move  to  lay 
the  amendment  on  the  table. 

The  Chairman  reminded  Mr.  B.  that  no  Bneh 
motion  could  be  received  in  OommiUee  tlw 
Whole, 

Kr.  GuBLKT  said,  that  he  regretted  exceed- 
ingly that  his  coUeague  showd  have  beat 
induced  to  have  withdrawn  his  ameodnMsk 
It  was  DOW  too  late  to  prevent  the  exetteiueat 
that  he  appMred  to  deprecate.  That  be  be- 
lieved the  amendment  was  in  aocxvdanoe  with 
the  <^inions  of  a  m^ority  of  the  ocHDmittee; 
and  as  other  oases  rested  on  the  same  pria- 
dple,  would  in  all  probability  arise;  aod  as  it 
proposed  merely  an  act  of  strict  Juitice  to  the 
petitioner,  he  felt  bonnd  by  a  sense  of  doty 
(althoogh  he  did  it  nnder  existing  eircsm- 
stanoes  with  reluctanoe)  to  renew  tiie  motioo 
that  had  jost  been  withdrawn.  In  domg  thii, 
he  could  assure  the  House  and  his  btmoralrie 
colleague,  Qic.  LrvnraaToii,)  that  the  excilfr- 
ment,  i^  indeed,  any  existe^  ahonld  no  kager 
oontinne  by  hts  agenqy. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show,  m&i  Ur.  0., 
that  the  amendment  I  offered  on^t  to  ba 
adopted.  It  appears  from  the  testimooy.  Out 
during  the  invasion  of  Louisiana  in  1814,  a 
cart,  horse,  and  dave,  the  property  of  the  pe- 
titioner, were  impressed  into  toe  publio  aernw 
by  order  of  tiie.  commandiug  general  Ute 
Committee  of  Claims,  in  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, propose  to  pay  for  the  cart  and 
horse.  The  amendment  proposes  to  pay  for 
the  injury  sustained  by  the  slave  from  wonirai 
received  while  in  service,  and  uptm  medical 
attendance  consequent  for  those  wounds. 

On  the  28d  of  December,  when  the  eoemr 
appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  vitA- 
in  six  miles  xd  New  Orleans,  to  the  nomber « 
three  tiionnnd  men,  the  flower  of  the  Bnt^ 
Army,  and  the  boasted  invinoiUea  of  Lord  Wd- 
lington,  you  had  not  a  breastwwk,  nor  a  foif- 
fioation  of  any  description— not  a  solitary 
non  planted  to  sound  an  alarm,  or  check  tnor 
progress  to  that  great  and  aH-important  ett> 
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porhim  of  th«  vest  The  whole  of  the  duposa- 
m»  force  of  General  Jackson,  at  this  time,  did 
not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  more  than 
half  (tf  that  nnmber  were  militia  men  who  had 
liad  nerar  seen  a  field  of  hattle.  What  was  to 
hedonet  Dday  was  ruin,  and  an  attack  al- 
moafc  certain  d«bat  ITndw  these  tryina  cir- 
wimataneiw,  the  oommaading  general  did  not 
heritate.  He  instantly  resolved  to  meet  the 
enemT ;  and  Uus  small,  bnt  gallant  hand,  col- 
lected at  the  beat  of  Uie  drnm,  were  led  by 
him  to  the  field  of  battle.  The  contest  was 
l<Hig  and  bloody.  The  combatants  were  at  last 
separated  by  the  darkness  of  the  night ;  and 
the  remnant  of  this  little  corps  were  planted 
on  that  memorable  line  which  was  destined  to 
be  illomined  by  the  glory  of  the  8th  of  Jan- 
uarj.  This  sadden  awl  desperate  attack  spread 
eonatenmtion  and  alarm  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy.  He  rest^Ted.to  wait  for  reinforoe- 
mttits  from  hii  fleet  Generd  Jackscm  knew 
well  the  importance  of  this  delay,  and  he  lost 
no  time  in  strragthening  his  position,  and  for- 
tifying himself  in  the  best  manner  time  and 
drcnmstances  wonld  permit.  Breastworks 
were  to  be  thrown  up,  fortifications  erected, 
and  the  whole  means  of  the  coontry  were  re- 

aointe  for  these  operations,  on  which  depended 
le  salTation  of  the  city.  It  was  ander  these 
cireomstances  of  high  and  pressing  necessity 
the  property  in  this  case  was  taken.  I  now 
submit  the  qaestion  to  the  committee,  whether, 
nndw  all  the  foroumstances  of  the  case,  the  im- 
presamwit  was  not  Jnstiflahle,  If  Uiere  be  one 
BidiTidaal  in  the  nation  who  doobts  it,  I  envy 
him  not  his  candor  or  patriotinn. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  liken  the  case 
of  slaves  to  that  of  apprentices  and  minors ; 
bat  there  is  no  analogy  whatever  between 
them.  The  military  power  of  this  nation  is 
confided  by  the  oonstitntion  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  They  have  the  authority 
to  enlist,  to  arm,  and  to  organize  the  militia. 
Apprentices  and  minors  are  citizens;  they 
f<Min  a  part  of  society,  and  are  enlisted  by  the 
delegated  anthority  of  the  whole.  They,  like 
oCtwra,  must  consent  to  part  with  a  portion  of 
Hair  natnral  rights ;  ana,  like  other  freemen, 
are  boond  to  protect  tibemselves  and  thdr 
ooontry;  bnt  wis  is  not  tiie  case  with  slaves. 
Slaves  are  no  part  of  the  militia ;  and  if  the 
Government  have  tiie  power  alleged,  one  thing 
is  certain,  they  have  never  yet  exerted  it 
When  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Hr. 
Olaxe)  will  show  me  an  act  of  Congress  for 
the  enliflbnent  of  slaves,  I  will  show  him  an  act 
which  he  will  admit  to  be  a  dissolation  of  this 
Umcm.  Bnt  there  is  no  sach  act  Apprentices 
are  taken  according  to  law ;  slaves  are  not,  uid 
cannot  be. 

Gentlemen  deceive  themselves,  therefore,  in 
snppoaing  that  tUs  slave  was  taken  as  a  part  of 
the  military  torn  of  the  oonntnr*  He  was  no 
more  taken  as  snob  than  was  taa  other  prop- 
«rty ;  and  there  Is  no  power  in  this  Govam- 
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ment  that  could  authorize  the  employment  of 
slaves  as  soldiers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  stated  briefly  my 
viewB  on  this  anljeoti  and  the  motives  th^ 
indnoed  me  to  <^er  the  amendment ;  and  it  i^ 
in  my  opinion,  dne  as  u  act  of  Jnstiee  to  the 
olumant — it  is  dne  to  the  diaraeter  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— to  the  transactions  with  which  it  ia 
connected — and  more  especially  it  is  dae  to  the 
repotation  of  that  gallant  and  distingaished  in> 
dividaal,  who,  in  the  moat  gloomy  period  of 
the  war,  and  under  the  most  pressing  and  de- 
sponding circumstances,  had  the  moral  cour- 
age in  defence  of  his  country,  to  exercise  the 
power  which  produced  the  individual  injury 
proposed  to  be  compensated  by  the  amend- 
ment By  ngecting  the  amendment  we  vlr- 
tually  dedare  this  meritorious  act  a  wanttm 
exneise  of  usurped  authority. 

Kr.  Ihoham  said :  My  object  in  rising  at  tSiIs 
time,  has  been,  if  poetitue,  to  narrow  the  groond 
€t  discussion.  For  I  a^rehend,  with  all  submis- 
sion, tiiat  the  tme  pwnt  in  this  case  has  not  yet 
been  touched  at  all.  If  I  understand  the  clum 
intended  to  be  provided  for  by  this  amendment 
it  is  for  the  loss  of  time  and  expense  of  medical 
attendance  of  a  slave,  who  was  impressed  short- 
ly before  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  The  de- 
mand was  opposed  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
on  the  groand  that  slaves  do  not  constitute  a 
n>ecies  of  property,  which  ia  to  be  paid  for  at 
the  public  expense,  wben  pressed  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  and  farther,  that 
^ves  an  not  UaUe  to  impressment,  and,  there- 
fore, ought  not  to  be  pud  for  when  impressed. 
The  fallacy  of  the  argument  anbo(Uea  in  the 
report  has  led  to  all  the  embamssment  as 
well  as  to  all  the  eioitranent,  which  has  taken 
place  on  this  occasion.  I  ^ink  it  has  been 
shown  that  the  war-making  power  is  an  at- 
tribute of  sovereignty,  (if  there  be  any  sover- 
eignty in  Govenmient  at  all,)  in  order  that  all 
may  be  preserved  for  whose  sake  the  Govern- 
ment was  instituted.  And  if  this  attribute  of 
sovereignty  is  in  the  Govenmient,  shall  a  city, 
threatened  with  capture,  pillage,  confiagration, 
and  the  -violation  of  women,  not  he  defended 
till  those  charged  with  the  defonce  cone  down 
and  chaffer  with  peiliapa  a  disaflboted  partisan, 
whether  his  cart,  and  hOTses,  and  slave,  may 
not  he  used  in  the  construction  of  a  breast- 
work for  the  defence  of  that  city  (  Yes,  ur. 
Whether  the  public  demand  affects  his  cart,  or 
his  horses,  or  his  slave,  or  his  son,  or  his  broth- 
er, or  himself^  all  most  be  surrendered,  and 
the  oonntry  must  be  defended.  But  we  are 
told  that,  tiiough  his  horse  and  his  cart  may  be 
impressed,  and  if  injnred,  must  he  paid  for, 
that  slaves  are  not  that  species  of  property  for 
which  compensation  is  ever  to  be  made.  But, 
sir,  do  we  read  any  thing  about  species  in  that 
article  of  the  conatitotiim  which  declares  tiiat 
private  property  shall  not  be  taken  far  the  pnb- 
uc  nse^  without  Just  compensation  ?  If  i  un- 
dttstand  the  wm  property,  it  ia  a  generio 
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term.  The  oonstitiitioD  does  not  say  that  a 
certain  speciea  of  private  property  Bhall  be  paid 
iatt  if  taken,  but  it  says,  *'  that  priTat«  propertj 
must  be  pud  for,  if  taken  for  the  publio  nee." 
It  wBM  also  sfdd,  that  appreotioee,  minors,  and 
persons  held  to  service  constitute  a  kind  of 
property  that  ooght  to  be  paid  for.  Now,  my 
prindpal  object  is  to  satisfy  this  committee, 
that  these  two  descriptions  of  property  may  be 
bronght  nnder  the  same  mie,  and  Jostioe  done 
vithoot  any  difficulty. 

The  right  of  property  to  a  slave,  and  to  an 
apprentice,  if  not  identically  the  same,  are  as 
nearly  alike  as  two  things  can  possibly  be,  and 
they  shoold  be  paid  for  mider  the  same  circam- 
Btances,  and  in  the  sune  way.  There  is  no  in- 
oongmity  whatever  between  them.  I  main- 
tain, that  Uie  right  of  impressment  is  a  perfect, 
and  not  a  qoalined  ri^t ;  that  it  is  a  necessary 
attribnte  of  sover^gnty,  and  applies  equally  to 
a  slave,  an  apprentice,  a  brother,  or  a  son. 
But  when  this  right  is  exerted^  wW  is  to  be 
the  mle  of  compensation  t  This  is  the  gist  of 
the  qnestioD.  The  oonstitation  says  that  when 
private  property  is  t^ken  for  tbe  public  use, 
Just  compensation  stkall  be  made.  Now  what 
IB  jast  compensation  ?  It  is  a  payment  for  the 
services  of  the  person,  or  for  the  use  of  the 
things  impressed.  If  a  horse  is  taken,  yon 
must  pay  nn>  the  use  of  the  hmse;  if  a  slave  is 
taken,  yon  must  pay  for  the  KrviceB  c€  the 
alave ;  there  ie  no  distinction  in  prinoiple. 

The  friends  of  the  amendment  are  oontcnding 
for  a  prindple— a  principle  which  deeply  con- 
cerns them,  and  hence  the  excitement  which 
has  been  produced.  To  test  that  principle,  let 
me  put  a  cose.  An  officer  is  charged  with  the 
defence  of  a  city  threatened  by  the  enemy.  To 
effect  that  object  he  is  bound  to  exert  all  the 
powers  of  the  Government,  so  far  as  they  are 
entrusted  to  his  hands.  In  tbe  neighlrarhood 
of  that  city,  there  are  two  different  persons, 
both  owning  slaves :  he  applies  to  lioth  for  the 
use  of  their  slaves,  to  be  employed  in  the  pub- 
lio defiance.  One  of  the  slavdiolderB  willin^y 
consents :  he  says  to  the  officM-,  take  my  people 
in  welcome ;  it  is  true,  I  expect  hereafter  to 
be  compensated,  but  I  will  not  chaffer  now. 
They  are  wanted,  and  let  them  go.  The  other 
slaveholder,  traitoroos  in  heart,  or  having,  per- 
haps, a  mistaken  notion  of  his  rights,  refuses  his 
slaves,  and  they  are  taken  by  force.  What  is 
to  be  the  rule  of  your  compensation  to  these 
two  persons!  The  rights  of  the  general  ex- 
tendi alike  over  both.  Will  you  adopt  a  dif- 
ferent role  of  compensation  in  one  case,  from 
what  you  adopt  in  another?  Is  not  one  en- 
titled to  the  some  rate  of  pay  with  the  other  I 
Will  yon  acknowledge,  that  you  were,  in  the 
one  oaaa,  a  trespasser,  and  ^Rill  yon  Uterefore 
wy  the  last  slaveholder,  and  not  the  first?. 
Sorely  not.  The  rule  of  compensation  must  be' 
tiie  same  in  both  cases:  for  the  constitution 
rec^uires,  in  l>oth,  that  yon  make  Just  compen- 
sation? And  what  is  just  compensation  t 
Need  I  discnsa  it  fiutbert  Whether  the  gea- 
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eral  contracts  for  the  slaves  or  takes  them  irith 
the  ocmsent  of  tbe  owner,  without  special  eon- 
tract,  the  rule  of  compensation  must  endentij 
be  to  p^  the  same  price  as  would  be  pudfiff 
the  same  services  in  a  transaction  between  mm 
and  man.  Can  there  be  any  other  ndet  hi 
private  contracts,  the  employer  is  boned  to 
compensate  according  to  the  kiud  of  aerrioe 
performed,  and  the  length  of  time  dnrisgvMdi 
he  employs  it.  It  is  precisely  so  with  imprm- 
ment  The  Government  impreemng  ii  bound  to 
compensate  the  owner  for  all  descripUons  of 
property  whatsoever,  and  according  to  thetinH 
dnnng  which  it  was  employed  in  the  poblic 
service ;  this,  I  think,  is  too  dear  to  be  disrated. 

The  cmnmittee  tiien  rose,  reported  pr^^ 
and  obtained  leave  to  At  again. 

HomAT,  January  14. 
(kuettfths  Captwred  JfHeoM. 
Mr.  WioKUFFK,  from  the  Committee  on  Oat 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  committed  the  Inll 
from  tiie  Senate,  "  to  antiiorize  the  csn celling 
of  a  bond  therein  menlionedj"  with  instraettou 
to  report  tiie  fhots  upon  which  the  bill  ifss  »■ 
rted,  made  a  repent^  whidi  was  odered  to 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Randolph  said^that  like  the gentkim 
flrom  Kentucky,  ^Ir.  WiOKUFn:,}hecimbm 
wltii  the  hope  that  nothing  wtmld  be  vim- 
duced  to  disturb  the  harmony  or  intempttbi 
business  of  the  session.  I  had  come  to  thetn- 
derstanding  with  myselfj  (said  Kr.  E.,)  tlut  I 
would  introduce  no  measure  which  mi^t  in 
any  degree  retard  or  impede  the  execntka  d 
that  business.  But  I  am  constrained,  by  pe- 
culiar circumstances,  to  throw  myself  upon  the 
attention  of  the  House  on  the  sntgect  of  in 
rules  and  orders.  Without  some  alteration  in 
them,  we  shall  not  get  through  the  aes^ooTitli 
that  convenience  and  despatch  which  tJie  pab- 
lie  interest  requires.  We  have  adi^ted  tba 
rales  and  orders  <rf  Che  preceding  Gomnai-- 
Init  we  have  power  to  alter  them.  I  had  i&- 
tended  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Honsi  to 
the  subject  before  the  diffiealtr  which  iroet 
t^is  morning,  and  I  shall  now  move  a  referesce 
of  the  roles  and  orders  of  this  HooeBtoaSdMi 
Committee. 

rrhe  Chair  here  pronounced  sudi  a  moticn 
to  be  out  of  order  at  present.] 

I  rose  (said  Mr.  K.)  only  to  give  notice  rf  tb» 
motion  which  I  intended  to  make.  We  ban 
voluntarily  placed  ourselves  in  a  ntoatin 
which  enables  a  few  members  of  the  Boom  to 
forestall  any  sntgect,  whether  they  are  ibr  tf 
agunstit. 

[The  Speaker  here  sdd  that  Hr.  B.  mi^ 
get  at  Ae  object  he  dedred  by  moving  to  po^ 
pone  the  orders  of  the  day,  tx^  with  a  view  to 
take  up  this  subject] 

WeU,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  then  I  make  you  tw 
motion. 

[The  orders  <tf  the  day  and  bndneosoa  tu 
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Speaker's  table  were  th«i  postponed  upon  Mr. 
B.'s  motion.] 

When  first  I  was  acquainted  with  this  As- 
sembly, said  Hr.  Bakdolph,  the  rales  and  or- 
ders hnng  op,  in  &ir,  large  round  text,  od  a 
nngle  plMard ;  bat  now  they  are  grown  to  a 
Tolnme.  I  was  at  that  time  acqoainted  as  per- 
fectly with  the  rales  and  orders  as  with  the 
Alphabet,  and  I  should  as  soon  have  made  a 
mistake  in  the  one  as  in  the  other.   Bat  I  have 

EDwn  gray  in  the  bnainess  of  this  Honse ;  I 
re  been  a  member  of  this  House  until  I  have 
grown  out  of  all  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  our 
proceedings;  and  whyt  Because  they  are 
complicated  in  the  extreme,  and  highly  unpar- 
UamMitary.  Now,  sir,  as  on  takins  that  chair 
you  have  restored  one  good  old  role,  the  prao- 
tioe  of  which  prev^ed  under  the  aoministra- 
tion  of  the  Muhlenbnrgs,  the  Aimibulliw  the 
Daytons,  the  Sedgwicks,  the  Ifaonis,  and  the 
Vamnms — oiider  every  Speaiker,  I  betieve,  but 
one— that  of  eaQing  ns  orw  by  our  Ohristian 
names,  as  well  as  our  snrnames,  which  enables 
na  all  to  know  each  other,  so  I  hope  to  see  re- 
stored some  other  good  old  rules.  I  shall  at 
present  confine  myMlf  to  two  -items  in  the  ac- 
count. The  first  is,  the  practice  which  has  Just 
oocorred — it  is  unheard  of — that  a  motion  shall 
be  snipped  off  in  this  way ;  and  it  never  was 
practised  nntil  the  change  in  the  rales.  The 
other  rnle  to  which  I  wiU  call  the  attention  of 
the  House,  is  one  on  the  consideration  of  which 
the  character  and  dignity  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Btate&  at  luxne,  as  veil  as  abroad, 
materially  depend.  I  will  read  the  rule  as  it 
now  stands. 

**  Stenographers,  wishing  to  tKke  down  the  de- 
bates, m&y  be  admitted  by  the  Speaker,  who  shall 
assign  such  j^aces  to  thein,  on  the  floor  or  else- 
where, to  eflbet  their  object,  as  shall  not  interfere 
with  tlw  ecmvenlence  of  the  Hoose.** 

This  may  be  a  presomption  so  strong  as  to 
the  will  of  the  Honse,  that  no  Speaker  o£  this 
body,  having  a  due  reverenoe  for  pnbUc  c^in- 
ioD,  win  reuMe  an  application  made  under  it 
for  admission — I  might  say,  can  reflise.  But 
then,  by  adopting  this  role,  we  make  wlurtever 
these  stenographers  may  ohose  to  public,  our 
own :  we  stamp  it  with  at  least  a  semi-official 
anthority.  I  happen  to  know — was  informed 
of  it  but  ye^terdity — I  was  informed  <rf  it  by  a 
distingoished  foreigner,  attending  the  debates  of 
Uiis  House,  that  the  gallery  is  a  better  place 
for  hearing  than  any  other  part  of  the  House — 
and  that  he  had  retired  to  it  for  that  purpose. 
I  know  that  the  debates  in  the  Honse  of  Oom- 
mona  are  taken,  and  faithfully  taken — ^for  though 
they  are  compressed,  it  is  a  miniatore  likeness 
— bf  persons  whose  seats  are  in  the  gallery. 

The  pnblio  mind,  at  present — it  wotdd  be 
folly,  and  worse  than  folly  to  deny  it — is  in  a 
■tate  of  great  excitement.  A  reaction  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  Is  fondly  predicated  in  some  quar- 
ters, uid  as  fondly  looked  for  a  new  advent — 
and  tbii  Honae  ii  made— I  do  not  nqr  by  the  I 
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members  of  it — that  would  be  disorderly, — and 
more,  it  would  be  indeoorons — but  it  is  made 
the  theatre  of  electioneering.  And  I  ask  you, 
idr,  what  more  powerftd  lever  would  you  de- 
mand—what firmer  folcram  would  you  have 
forsDch  apnrpoae.  than  to  i^ve  to  the  petqile  of 
this  oonntiy  the  debates  this  Honse  in  sodi- 
a  manner  as  to  throw  a  shade  on  one  nde,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  cast  a  light  on  the  other  1 

I  should  not  nave  stirred  in  Una,  did  I  not 
feel  myself  persooally  aggrieved.  I  have  no 
pntnose,  whateTer,  of  entering  into  a  contest 
with  the  press — I  have  not  lived  to  my  time  of 
life,  without  knowing  how  vain  a  thing  that  is 
— and  with  what  fearful  odds  it  is  undertaken. 
I  only  use  my  privilege  to  rescoe  myself,  as  far 
as  I  can,  from  misrepresentation — nor  is  this  at 
all  on  my  own  account.  I  coold  bear  it — as  I 
have  bore  a  thousand  misrepresentations  from  Uie 
same  quarter :  It  ia  only  be(»ase  it  injures  Uie 
cause — ^the  good  cause,  with  whidi  my  humble 
name  has  been  very  bmnbly  associated.  I  say, 
sir,  and  I  bottom  myself  on  what  we  have  tdl 
seen — ^that  it  does  not  comport  with  the  dignity 
of  this  House,  or  the  interest  of  this  nettle,  to 
lend  even  a  semi-official  sanction  to  that  wmoh 
is  notoriously  false. 

For  what  purpose  are  stenographers  admitted 
to  the  places  assifrned  them  1  It  was  not  sur^y 
that  we  might  figure  in  the  newspapers,  or 
rather  be  disfigured  in  them,  but  it  was  for  the 
information  of  the  soverei^ty  of  this  conntoy, 
the  good  people  onr  oonstitaentB.  Now,  wl^ 
a  member  feels  himself  misreprMented,  and 
asks  fi>r  a  oorrection  of  the  error— after  mndt 
slow,  reluctant,  (but  not  amorous)  delay,  he  is 
told,  that  if  he  will  send  bis  representations, 
they  shall  be  admitted  into  a  certun  book, 
which  these  persons  happen  to  be  publishing. 
Sir,  do  we  admit  stenographers  on  this  fioor, 
that  they  may  first  sell  ns  in  detail,  and  then 
sell  ns  wholesale !  Or,  do  we  admit  them  for 
the  information  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  f  I  ask,  for  which  of  these  two  purposes 
that  I  have  mentioned,  are  they  admitted! 
Sir,  I  have  seen  that  book — and  I  hare  seen 
myself  oarloatureA  in  It.  I  hare  seen  these 
prints  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantlo— and 
hare  there  seen  words  put  into  my  month, 
which  I  never  could  hare  uttered,  unless  when 
I  was  asleep.  I  have  seen  them  on  the  tablea 
of  tiie  most  respectable  club  houses  in  Englimd 
— I  have  seen  them  at  Galignani's  in  Paris, 

In  the  debate  of  Friday  last,  I  did  say  that  I 
would  punish  with  death  any  man  who  should 
violate  the  law  forbidding  the  introduction  of 
Africans  into  the  State  of  Vir^uia.  In  the  re- 
port of  what  I  said,  as  "  the  learned  gentienum 
from  Louisiana"  was  transmuted  into  "my 
learaed  gentleman  from  Lonidana," — (thera 
nerer  has  been  any  hostiUty  between  no— but 
there  has  been  no  particular  fHendship — and  as 
I  said  in  another  putce,  I  wiU  not  permit  fHend- 
ships  to  be  made  for  me  by  any  one — I  choose 
to  m^e  them  myself— I  was,  and  I  take  piide 
in  airing  1^  a  hnmUe  ooa^ntor  with  that  noih- 
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orable  jtentlanaii— the  yonngest  in  the  corps — 
in  patting  down  an  admmia^atioa  thirty  years 
ago,  ind  1  shoaM  be  happy  to  aid  in  doing  the 
same  now — and  I  shotild  be  prond  of  what  I 
am  snre  I  shoold  roceive,  his  lud  and  comfort 
in  the  process) — bo  these  blackamoors  have 
'been  whitewashed — and  they  are  all  converted 
into  Irishmen!  A  more  miscfaievons,  or  a 
more  wicked  misrepresentation  was  never  sent 
abroad  than  that.  We  all  know  there  is  an 
immense  poptdation  of  Irish  and  descendants  of 
Irish  among  ua — and  why  do  we  know  it? 
Sir,  we  have  felt  it ;  tiiey  ha.n  fought  our  bat- 
tles in  the  field— they  have  filled  the  ranks  of 
onr  vinT ;  they  hava  disttognished  themselves 
in  our  Kevolntion,  at  BiaDdywine,  and  else- 
where ;  and  these  men  are  to  be  insnlted,  and 
tiieir  feelings  lacerated,  that  this  Hoose  may  be 
made  an  eieoUoneering  theatre,  and  the  cause 
on  one  side  may  be  pat  down,  and  that  on  the 
other  side  may  be  propped  up. 

I  regretted  to  see  the  proposition  introduced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Booth  Oarolina,  the 
other  day/against  which  I  was  compelled  to 
Tote ;  and  I  regret  now  to  see  a  proposition  in- 
troduced, whidi  most  lead  to  affects  of  which 
I  will  not  now  speak.  I  came  here  thorougb- 
^  convinced,  that  this  was  not  the  hoar  tar  re- 
form ;  ittat  the  disease  mast  ran  its  ooarse — 
and  tiiat,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1829,  the 
doctOT  or  the  patient  must  die — the  safety  of 
the  one  implies  the  dissolution  of  the  other,  J 
fed  constrained,  however,  to  endeavor  to  have 
the  rules  and  orders  altered,  in  the  one  point  I 
mentioned,  and  in  some  others. 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
another  rule,  which  I  wish  to  see  altered. 
[Here  Mr.  R.  read  the  foUowing :] 

"The  Speaker  shall  examine  and  correct  the 
Journal  before  It  la  read.  He  ahatl  have  a  general 
direction  of  the  Hall.  He  shall  have  the  right  to 
name  any  member  to  perform  the  dutien  of  the 
chair,  but  Buch  snbsUtution  shall  not  extend  be- 
yond an  a^oumment.** 

^e  adoption  of  this  rnle  wib  contempora- 
neous with  the  change  in  the  manner  of  calling 
our  names. 

This  is  a  dispensation  which  the  Muhlen- 
burgs,  the  Daytons,  the  Sedgwicks,  the  Macons, 
the  Tamums,  never  claimed  or  ei^oyed,  nor 
was  it  ever  enjoyed  by  Chairmen  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  I  remember  that  I  saw  John 
Cotton  Smith  sit  in  the  chfur  for  seventeen  or 
twenty  hours — ^I  don't  recollect  which — and  I 
have  been  glad  to  see  that  yoo,  sir,  are  content 
not  («ly  to  receive  the  salary,  and  enjoy  the 
patronage  uid  honor  of  your  high  <^cfr-^or 
bi^h  it  is—but  dei^  also  to  perform  its  duties. 
This  rule  also,  I  wish  to  see  altered, 

I  thank  the  House  for  their  [>oliteness  and 
attention,  and  I  conclnde  ^th  moving  that  tiie 
Btan^ng  rules  and  orders  of  this  Honse  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Old  SedUien  Lav. 

Mr.  Hahilton  said,  that  he  had  some  tinH 
sinoe  given  notice  that  he  would  on  thii  daj 
call  up  the  resolution  he  had  had  the  honor  to 
submit  on  the  subject  of  the  Alien  and  Sedition 
laws;  but  in  consequence  of  faarbg  learned 
that  the  appropriation  bills  introduced  by  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr,  KcDtitii) 
would  be  taken  np  on  Wednesday  next,  not 
wishing  to  impede  the  course  of  those  imiKirt- 
ant  bills,  he  would,  for  the  present,  pos^toiie 
his  resolntion,  bat  would  emorace  the  eaniest 
opportunity  of  calling  it  np  after  those  IhUi 
shoold  be  disposed  at 

Cumberland  Soad. 

ISx.  BrcBANAN  said,  that  it  would  be  recol- 
lected by  many  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  tlut, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  when  the  bill 
for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  CuIDbe^ 
land  rood,  which  provided  for  the  erection  d 
toU-gates  within  the  jurisdictioo  of  the  SttUs 
through  which  it  passes,  was  before  the  Hotue, 
the  sesuon  was  so  &r  advanced,  that  time  did 
not  remain  to  discuss  and  settle  the  important 
principles  which  it  contained.  Some  days  after 
that  bill  had  been  reported,  I  presmted  oa 
amendment  to  it,  which  I  gave  notice  I  in- 
tended to  oflbr,  when  it  shanld  cfHoe  befbre  tlie 
House  for  dtscusnon.  This  amendmuit  pro- 
vided for  the  retrocession  itf  the  road  to  tb« 
States  through  which  it  passes,  apoo  condition 
that  they  should  keep  it  in  repur,  and  exact 
no  more  toll  upon  it  than  might  be  neoesssr; 
for  that  purpose. 

As  the  Cumberland  road  then  required  im- 
mediate repairs,  there  wtu  a  general  nnder- 
standing  throughout  the  House,  that  a  nmple 
appropriation  should  pass  for  that  purpose; 
and  that  the  decision  of  the  questitm  vkid 
would  have  arisen  npon  the  Inll,  as  repturted, 
and  upon  the  amendment  which  I  had  pro- 
posed, -shonld  be  postixmed  ontil  the  present 
session.  The  same  hill  fat  the  erection  of  toll- 
gatea  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  vhieh 
had  been  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Roadi 
and  Canals,  at  the  last  sestion,  has  been  again 
reported,  at  this  session,  by  tlie  eonmut|ee. 
For  the  purpose  of  brin^^g  the  whole  subject 
furly  before  the  House,  and  of  preventang  any 
tmneoessary  delay,  I,  therefore,  again  present 
the  amendment  which  I  intended  to  offer,  at 
the  last  sesuon,  and  move  that  it  may  be  print- 
ed;  and  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  offw  it,  vba 
the  bill  for  the  preservation  and  repur  ci  tot 
Cumberland  rood  shall  ctmie  before  ue  Honse. 

Mr.  BiroBANAH  submitted  to  the  Honse  i 
paper  cont^ning  an  amendment  to  the  ^'^^ 
the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Curaberisnd 
road ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TmcBDAT,  Janaaij  IIL 

lb.  Hux  anbmitted  the  fdlowii^ : 
Snohtd^  That  the  Committee  oo  the  Jafidaiy 
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be  Inotnieted  to  inqmre  into  the  expedieno7  of 
HtUing,  by  Uw,  onder  Thftt  ralet  and  ngnkUont 
priTfttA  property  (if  10  be  taken  M  ell)  dull  be 
taken  for  pnblie  hm. 

Ur.  XL,  In  explanation  of  the  object  of  his 
Tesolnticm,  said,  I  have  risen  to  present  a  reso- 
lotion  to  the  Hoose  which  has  been  soggeated 
to  me  by  a  deb^,  Bome  time,  nearly  a  week 
or  ten  days,  carried  on  in  this  Hoose,  apon  one 
of  the  simplest,  most  plun  and  oircamscribed 
miesdonB  which  I  bare  ever  known  to  engage 
tne  attention  of  any  deliberative  bod^,  for  any 
length  of  time.  I  am  still  more  astonished  that 
the  debate  shonld  have  been  so  protracted, 
after  hearing,  from  all  rides  (if  my  mem^ 
Mrres  me  rightly)  tiie  admisBhui,  that  the  artl- 
ole  hi  oonteetation  was  property.  After  this 
admi8ai<m,  I  conceive,  tne  dow  waa  closed 
against  debate,  beyond  the  mere  question, 
mteUier  that  which  was  sanctioned  by  tlie 
oonstitntion  and  law,  should  be  done  in  this 
case  ?  I  am  not  certain  that  le^slation  on  this 
subject  is  necessary  or  practicable.  I  should, 
however,  suppose  that  it  was  competent  for 
Oongresa,  by  some  declaratory  act,  explicitly  to 
recognize  the  principle,  thi^  what  the  State 
laws  decide  to  be  [>ro|)«rty,  shall  be  recog- 
nized by  this  House  in  its  leglslatiw  in  relation 
to  property.  It  is  a  question  which  peculiarly 
belongs  to  thd  States.  Bnt,  as  things  now  stand, 
we  are  placed  in  th'is  most  anomalons  utna- 
tion :  Acts  expressly  recognized  by  the  con- 
stitution, or  within  its  contemplation,  may  be 
perfbrmed  by  certun  persons,  and  yet  such 
acts  are  contrary  to  law,  and  the  actors,  or  per- 
formers, subject  to  punishment  for  them. 

Mr.  Tatlob  hop^  that  the  gentieman  from 
2Torth  Carolina  would  not  press  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  this  morning.  During 
the  late  war,  a  resolution  of  nearly  the  same 
tenor  had  been  introduced  into  the  House.  It 
had  been  decided  at  that  time  with  great  una- 
nimity, that  impressment  was  a  violation  of  all 
r^t,  and  contd  only  be  exooaed  by  the  ex- 
tremest  necessity.  It  was,  therefore,  not  a  fit 
nbject  for  regulation  by  law.  It  did  not  be- 
come Congress  by  a  law  to  provide  for  the  vio- 
lation of  all  lawj  nor  to  provide  for  the  exer- 
cise of  rights,  if  rights  they  were,  when  all  law 
is  nlent. 

Mr.  Hall,  in  reply,  said,  I  do  not  know,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether  I  perfectly  understand  that 
cUnse  in  the  6th  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion, which  declares  that  private  property  shall 
not  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  com- 
pensation. It  appears  to  me  to  mean,  that, 
under  certun  oircumstancea,  private  property 
mi^  be  taken  for  pnldio  use.  Bat,  if  taken, 
mnst  be  paid  for.  These  are  droamstances 
which  must  necessuril7  sometimes  occur.  They 
did  occur  in  our  last  war,  in  every  war  we 
ever  had,  and  in  all  probability,  they  will  occur 
in  any  future  war  in  which  we  may  be  engaged. 
If  this  interpretation  of  the  constitution  ts  cor- 
rect, then,  as  I  stud  before,  the  country  is  in  a 
■tranite  and  anomalous  utoation.    "Dm  self- 
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same  act  is  allowed  by  the  ooustitntion,  and  is 
nevertheless  punishable  by  law.  The  resolu- 
tion proposes  a  mere  inquiry,  and  Is  introduced 
solely  with  that  intention.  My  past  conduct, 
(having  been  so  long  in  this  Honse,)  I  think, 
furniehes  a  sufBcient  pledge,  that  I  have  no  dis- 
position unnecessarily  to  consume  its  time.  I 
hope  the  resolution  will  be  permitted  to  go  to 
the  committee. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


WxiaRSDA.T,  Jatmary  16. 
Mmtia  CWte  Martial 
The  Hoose  ¥esnmed  the  eouidenrtaon  of  tiie 
resolatioD,  moved  by  Ur,  Suuio,  of  Ohio^  on 
tiie  11th  instant: 

Mr.  WtoKLim  eaid  he  had  risen  to  propoee 
an  amendment  to  the  gentleman's  resolntira  as 
now  modified.  It  is  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  resolution  which  calls  upon  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  copies  of  any  orders  made  by  the 
President,  under  the  discretion  given  by  the 
act  of  1814,  by  which  the  leugtb  of  service  of  the 
Tennessee  militia  was  extended,  and  also  copies 
of  the  oorrespondence  between  Governor  Blount 
and  the  Department  of  War,  upon  tiie  length 
of  thne  which  the  militia  ot  Tenneesee  wwe 
bound  to  sttTve. 

The  mover  <tf  tbia  ra8<dDtion  avowed  hla 
object  to  be  a  derire  to  obtain  all  the  inform 
mation  in  the  Department  of  War,  oonneoted 
with  the  court  nuptial  and  the  riz  militiamen. 
His  resolution,  if  modified  as  propoaed  bv 
me,  will  give  him  all  the  documents  whi<m 
belong  to  that  subject  He  desires  a  copy  of 
"  any  order  or  regulation  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent, under  the  act  of  1814,"  by  which  the 
term  of  service  of  the  Tennessee  militia  was 
extended  to  ux  months.  I  am  satisfied,  and  so 
must  be  the  gentieman,  that  no  such  order 
ever  was  made,  either  as  relates  to  the  militia 
of  Tennessee  or  any  other  State,  save  to  the 
requimti<mB  which  maj  have  beoi  made  flvm 
time  to  time  upon  the  Executive  of  the  respec- 
tive States,  by  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  calHng  upon  them  to  detail  their  quota 
of  men.  Why  then  call  for  a  oopy  of  a  paper 
which  we  believe,  and  which  the  public  have 
been  assured,  does  not  and  never  dia  exist  t  If 
snch  an  order  were  on  file,  would  we  have  tiie  call 
for  it  f  I  will  not  answer  the  question.  If  it  ia 
not  there,  I  am  to  be  told  the  Secretary  is 
called  upon  "  to  state  the  facts."  We  ask  for 
a  tiling  which  we  know  we  cannot  get;  and  if 
we  could  get  it  we  would  not  ask  it 

The  ol^eot  avowed,  or  seemed  to  be  avowed 
by  the  gentieman  fixtm  Ohio,  ia  to  ascertain 
the  main  fact,  how  long  these  tnen,  I  mean  the 
six  militiamen,  were  bound  to  serve.  To 
obtun  this  object,  can  it  be  necessary  to  call 
upon  the  Seoretai7  to  inform  us  that  Presi- 
dent Madison  and  the  Secretary  of  War  failed 
to  discharge  their  doty  in  omitting  to  entor 
upon  the  records  of  the  Office  of  War,  that  the 
miUtia  called  into  aerrioe  &om  the  State  of 
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Tennessee,  shoold  Berve  eix  monthSf  three 
montba,  or  any  other  term  of  time?  I  repeat, 
ihe  important  fact  in  this  investigation  is  to 
know  whether  the  detachment  of  militia,  of 
which  the  six  shot  for  mutiny  and  desertion 
were  a  part,  were  called  into  serrice  for  sii 
months.  An  answer  to  this  question  fall  and 
complete^  most  be  ^Tenin  reipondingto  the 
TCWMotioii  as  proposed  to  be  modified.  If  the 
gentleman's  oqjeot  was  a  reformatioa  of  the 
miUtU  law  of  the  last  mr,  which  has  peribnn- 
ed  its  fbnctioDB ;  if  he  desired  to  arraign  the 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
Secretary  of  War,  for  a  derelicUon  of  duty, 
perhaps  the  informatioD  aousht  might  be  prop- 
er as  a  preliminary  step.  No  snofi  purpose  is 
intended  or  expected.  I  do  not  nnderstand 
tills  resolntion  to  be  a  dedaratioD  of  war 
against  the  distinguished  cttlcea  who  thea  filled 
the  I^eddentlal  ohair. 

Unlees  gentlemen  will  dose  their  eyes,  it  is 
Impossible  not  to  see  its  tendency.  It  is  in 
Tiin  to  disguise  it.  Why  has  this  badness 
dept  so  l<mgl  Why  has  it  not  nratted  tibe 
patrioUo  sensibilities  of  the  statesmen  who 
have  filled  this  hall  for  the  last  fifteen  years  t 

Is  there  a  member  on  this  floor  who  doM 
not  believe  tiie  e£feet  of  this  resolnUon  is  most 
anxiondy  looked  to,  as  appalling  to  the  hopes 
of  the  gentleman  whose  nme  has  been  assdled 
by  every  art  which  inbigae  and  falsehood 
ooold  invent!  I  will  not  say  that  snch  is  the 
dedre  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  or  those 
here  who  act  with  him. 

I  dedre,  Mr.  Speaker,  add  Mr.  W.,  to  strip 
this  sal^Jeot  dSul  eKtrmoeons  matter.  I  wish 
to  present  it  naked  to  the  pablio  eye.  The 
nun  whose  oharaotw  has  been  asadled  on 
■ooomit  of  the  enontitm  of  dx  militiamen,  seeks 
no  conoealment.  His  oondnot  on  this,  as  on  all 
other  ocoadOQs  when  engaged  in  the  service  of 
his  tsonntry,  will  stand  the  test  of  hnman 
scmtiny  and  of  time. 

Mr.  Bxix  add,  it  wonld,  perhaps,  not  be  in 
order  to  enter  into  any  general  discnssion  of 
the  merits  of  the  resolution,  nor  of  the  objects 
intended  to  be  attdned  by  it,  further  than 
mi^t  be  necessary  to  express  bis  views,  brief- 
Ij,  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Eentncky, 
■o  liur  as  it  proposed  to  strike  oat  those  woru, 
which,  if  adopted  as  part  of  the  resolation, 
woold  give  the  Secretary  ctf  War  any  latitude 
of  remark,  upon  what  may  not  he  found  upon 
reoord  in  his  Department  I  certainly  would 
not  think  of  intruding  myself  for  one  moment 
npon  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  sdd  Mr.  B., 
seeing  bo  many  abler  men  around  me  ready  to 
take  np  the  subject,  if  I  did  not  perceive'  that 
tlte  porpose  of  the  resolation  may  be  to  arraign, 
before  Uie  tribond  ot  the  public,  the  character 
of  a  distinguished  citizen  who  reddes  iu  my 
own  immediate  neighborhood.  Ui^er  this 
in^resdon,  I  tad.  mysdf  oalled  apoo,  hj^  a 
■enae  d  doty,  to  notice  an  attack  made  on  him, 
which  I  oonodve  to  be  nnmerited  and  ai\jQst, 


for  the  same  reason  that  I  would  fed  it  my 
duty  to  defend  the  reputation  of  every  other 
private  citizen  of  the  district  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent  and  who  could  not  be  heard  in  his 
own  defence  on  this  floor.  I  acknowledge, 
however,  that  I  may  posdbly  do  injustice  to  the 
intentions  of  the  mover  the  resolstioD,  in 
sapposing  that  the  oondodi  of  the  dialingaianed 
inaividnd  I  have  allnded  to,  is  alcme  to  be  the 
Butrject  of  inveitieation.  Jod^i^  frwn  what 
appears  upon  the  moe  of  the  resolation,  and  tb» 
imperfect  avowal  of  the  movo-,  as  to  what 
may  be  his  motive,  it  is  left  donbtfbl  whether 
one  or  all  of  several  gentlemen  of  distinction, 
are  Intended  to  be  uie  object  of  attack.  It 
may  be  intended  to  disturb  the  repose  of  a  late 
President  of  the  United  States :  for  if  it  shall 
turn  out  to  be  true,  that  Mr.  ludiaon  did 
permit  a  Secretary  of  War  to  invest  the 
Governor  of  a  State,  during  the  late  war,  with 
important  discretionary  powers,  withoat  his 
autbfnrity,  and  suffered  a  large  detachment  of 
ndUtia  to  be  called  into  service  for  the  purpose 
of  manning  sererd  important  posts,  dtnated  at 
a  great  distance  from  the  States  from  whence 
they  wpre  drawn,  without  ^ving  any  instnio- 
tion  for  retaining  them  m  service  for  mx 
months,  when  it  is  evident  that  the  diOTter 
term  of  three  months  must  have  been  chiefly 
consumed  in  distribnting  tiiem  among  the  ports 
to  which  they  were  ordered,  then  was  he  guilty 
of  a  most  gross  and  criminal  omisdou  of  doty. 
If  a  late  Secretary  of  War  proceeded  to  exer- 
cise such  extensive  powers  without  the  Bsnc- 
tion  of  the  President,  or  failed  to  renew  his  in- 
structions to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  ac- 
cording to  the  requidtions  of  the  law,  and  the 
exigencies  of  tilie  war,  then  was  he  gaSIty  & 
usurpation  of  authority,  or  a  neglect  of  an  im- 
portant duty.  I  confess  I  am  not  ready  to 
admit  that  a  late  Governor  of  Tennessee  coold 
be  charged  with  any  gross  impropriety  of  coa- 
duct,  in  proceeding  to  act  under  discretionary 
powers,  conferred  without  any  other  limit  as  to 
the  time  in  which  they  were  to  bo  considered  op- 
;  erative,  than  the  termination  of  the  war,  even  If 
the  fact  be  that  his  instructions  were  not  re- 
newed in  the  Spring  of  1614.  But  how  a 
chaise  of  improper  conduct,  or  respondbili^ 
for  the  blonders  and  omisdons  of  others,  if  any 
such  tiiere  were,  can  be  fixed  npon  the  moe 
instrument  and  organ  appointed  for  tbe  execo- 
tion  of  the  orders  and  aecrees  of  his  soperiora 
in  office ;  how  such  a  charge  can  be  fixed  upon 
the  distinguished  individual  to  whom  I  bate 
more  than  once  alluded,  for  retaining  in  service 
the  detachment  of  miUtla  referred  to  in  the 
resolution,  during  a  term  of  dx  montba,  and 
treating  them  accordingly,  when  it  is  known 
that  he  ordered  out  that  detachment,  acting 
then  as  M^or  Generd  of  militia,  and  that,  in 
doing  so,  be  obeyed,  as  be  was  bound  to  do,  an 
order  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, expreedy  stating,  upon  the  Amm  ctf  it. 
that  the  detachment  was  to  serve  six  mODtba, 
and  that  ths  Seoretaiy  of  Var  bad  wthBtiasd 
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that  Utitade  the  call,  is  to  me  most  Incom- 
pr^euible.  Bat  if  it  be  agsiost  him  that  this 
resolution  L;  intended  to  operate,  then  I  would 
remind  gentlemen  that  they  begin  their  attacks 
at  the  wrong  end,  and  that  there  is  but  little 
nugnanlmity  in  striking  at  the  tail,  instead  of 
the  head,  a  the  offioding  wriee  of  public 
agents. 

Mr.  OtruTtPKR  said,  that  he  did  not  know  the 
motives  of  other  gentlemen,  Euid  he  thought 
that  the  House  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  mo- 
tiTes  of  any  of  its  members.  Their  conduct 
alone  was  the  proj;>er  subject  of  animadversion. 
What  I  want,  said  Mr.  0.,  in  this  case,  is  the 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  uid  I  intend 
to  more  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendment 
on  the  table,  tiiat  gentlemen  on  both  sides  may 
oonsolt  twetber  and  agree  upon  the  proper 
form,  oi  this  call,  without  farther  dispute  on 
this  floor.  I  want,  I  repeat  it,  nothing  but  the 
truth.  I  have  no  wish  to  get  rid  of  the  anb- 
ject,  but  a  very  strong  wish  to  get  dear  cMf  this 
yerj  ^sagreeable  debate. 

Mr.  Pole  said :  The  ostensible  object  of  the 
resolution  seemed  to  be,  to  obtain  information 
from  the  Department  of  War  in  relation  to  the 
detachment  of  millt^  of  which  the  "six 
militiamen,"  executed  at  Mobile,  under  sen- 
tence of  a  court  martial,  for  the  crime  of  muti- 
ny and  desertion,  in  1814,  were  a  part ;  and 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  proposes,  by  the 
resolution,  to  call  for  the  whole  correspondence 
between  the  Becretary  of  War  and  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee^  not  ob3j  in  relation  to  this 
particalar  detachment  of  militia,  but  fhnn  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  in  1812,  until  its 
termination.  The  gentieman  was  not  content 
to  have  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  this 
Mrticolar  detachment,  which  was  already  em- 
braced in  another  purt  of  his  resdntion,  but 
desired  all  the  correspondence  which  ever  took 
place  between  the  Becretary  of  War  and  the 
Governor  of  Tennessee,  daring  the  whole  war, 
ia  relation  to  other  detachmenta  called  into  the 
pnblio  service  from  Tennessee,  at  different  pe- 
riods. He  could  not  perceive  the  purpose  to 
be  effected  by  calling  for  a  lengthy  correspond- 
ence, which  had  no  connection  with  the 
o^eot  of  the  inquiry,  nnlesa  it  was  to  obscure 
and  cover  np  the  material  facts  of  the  case,  by 
a  mass  of  doooments  which  had  no  relation  to 
it  Why  had  not  the  gentleman  likewise  called 
for  all  the  correspondence  with  the  Governors 
of  other  States,  whose  militia  were  in  the  pub- 
lic service  daring  the  war  t  It  would  have  just 
as  much  to  do  with  the  "  six  milittamen,"  as 
that  part  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee  which  does  not  relate  to 
tilie  service  of  the  "  six  militiamen,"  or  the  de- 
tachment to  which  they  belonged.  He  wished 
the  information  called  for,  when  received,  to 
stand  naked  b^bre  tiie  public,  and  to  be 
■tripped  of  all  extraneous  matter. 

Mr.  Bakdolph  said,  that  no  possible  modifi- 
cation could,  in  anywise,  affect  the  coarse  he 
had  chalked  oat  to  and  for  reosim 
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which  he  would  now  briefly  state.  I  will 
promise,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  I  throw  no  light  upon 
the  subject,  that,  at  least,  I  will  not  (to  borrow 
a  word  used  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maine)  "  obfuscate  "  it. 

I  concur  most  heartily  with  the  goitleman 
from  Korth  Carolina,  fMr.  Oulpipis,)  in  his 
view  of  this  matter.  Before  he  made  his  mo- 
tion, I  had  expressed  a  similar  opinion  to  the 

fmtleman  from  Louisiana,  Q£r.  Ltvikobtok.) 
am  sorry  he  withdrew  it.  I  think  the  House 
ought  not  to  act  in  this  matter  at  all.  And 
why  ?  Because,  sir,  disgalse  it  as  much  as  we 
will — as  much  as  we  can — ^it  is  a  matter  (aa 
was  said  in  another  body,  on  a  very  different 
occasion)  as  notorioos  as  the  sun  at  noon-day, 
that  the  state  of  public  feeling  throughout  this 
country,  (and  what  are  we  but  the  pulse,  the 
artery,  which  shows  tiie  action,  the  sanity,  or 
the  unsonndnesB  of  the  heart?)  Is  snch,  that,  if 
this  pme  la  once  eonunenoed,  there  wiu  be  no 
end  to  it.  Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  gen- 
tlemen*8  motives.  I  am  boond,  not  only  by  the 
Rales  and  Orders  of  this  House,  and  by  a  sense 
of  decorum,  which  oo^t  to  be  a  still  stronger 
restraint  on  every  gentieman,  but  I  am  bound 
by  evidence  before  my  senses — to  believe,  that 
the  motives  of  the  gentieman  from  Ohio  can- 
not be  such  as  have  been  imputed  to  him. 
And  why  ?  It  is  notorious,  that  you  affect  a 
balance  as  much,  by  taking  out  of  one  scale,  as 
by  putting  into  the  other ;  and  after  what  I  have 
seen  in  Uie  public  prints,  under  his  name,  he 
can  never  surely  mean,  by  taking  oat  of  the 
scale  A,  to  give  preponderance  to  the  scale  B. 
I  wonder,  sir,  that  it  did  not  appeu  to  the 
Tery  acute  and  astute  perception  of  the  gentle- 
mm  from  Mune,  (Mr.  Spbaoitil)  that  there 
was  another  occasion  for  this  information,  be- 
sides the  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of 
the  militia  laws.  This  House,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, may,  by  the  constitution,  be  called  upon 
to  decide  that  question  on  whidt  the  puolic 
mind  is  in  a  state  of  so  great  and  so  justifiable 
inflamtnation.  Now,  as  we  may  be  ciuled  upon 
the  next  session,  to  decide  that  questioiL  and 

rl  nunagerBi,  all  peo|de  of  forecast,  like  to 
beforehand  with  their  bnnness,  it  is  no 
doubt  highly  proper  that  we  should  proceed 
now  to  get  all  the  information  we  may  need  in 
the  performance  of  that  duty.  But,  sir,  it  is 
time  to  dimiss  this  style  of  treating  the  subject 
— it  demands  a  graver  tone.  A  bill  ftom  the 
Senate,  affecting  the  militia  laws  of  the  United 
States — well,'  sir — a  bull  shall  I  call  it,  or  an 
anathema  got  up  by  some  of  those,  under 
whose  order  certain  militiamen  were  shot  at 
Norfolk,  is  thrown  in  contemporaneously — ^not 
with  the  bill  from  the  Senate — ^no,  sir— wat  is 
a  different  affur,  bat  with  this  motion;  an 
anathema,  air,  has  been  issued  from  the  labora- 
tory of  the  modem  Vatican,  and  comes  to  us 
via  Richmond — ^yes,  sir,  via  Richmond — and  a 
nuncio  has  been  despatched — (I  believe  I  must 
drop  the  metaphor,  or  it  will  drop  me) — welL 
sir,  an  agent,  then,  has  been  despatched,  and 
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has  touched  at  this  port,  on  hia  way  to  Itich- 
mond,  for  instmotions—yes,  sir,  in  mercantile 
phrase,  cleared  ont  for  Gowes  and  a  market — 
to  Cowes,  and  wait  for  instmotionB  from  Lon- 
don. Sir,  the  gentieman  from  Bonth  Carolina 
deeerrea  onr  tnanka  for  having  torn  Hm  mask 
off  this  thing  yesterday.  It  is  the  curse  of  this 
age — the  opprobriom  of  this  conutry,  in  its 
l^islation,  that,  in  grave  concerns,  reqairing 
the  deliberation  of  stlitesmen,  and  the  decision 
of  (xnnmon  senae,  a  system  is  pnrsned  of  artifi- 
oial  reasoning,  and  of  specif  pleading,  drawn 
from  the  forofudc  school,  (where  it  may  be  very 
right  and  proper,)  and,  while  we  are  debating 
abont  the  danger  of  having  our  heads  chopped 
off  by  the  myrmidons  of  a  osnrper,  we  are 
onrselves  chopping  lorio.  [By  the  way,  sir,  I 
was  extremely  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York,  (Mr.  Stokes,)  who  spoke  to  ns,  the 
oQiet  day,  about  Oicero,  did  not  favor  the 
Bouse,  at  the  same  time^  with  a  dissertation  on 
tiie  BUMect  of  tiie  Roman  coaches,  out  of  one 
of  whi(^  he  told  us,  with  great  good  breeding, 
that  Oicero  stretched  his  neck,  that  it  might  m 
Btnidc  oft*  Sir,  I  should  greatly  like  to  BOO  ft 
model  of  one  of  those  coaches — I  would  send 
it  to  Longacre,  hj  way  of  specimen — yes,  sir, 
not  as  a  model,  but  as  a  cariosity.]  Great 
public  mischief  is  produced  by  bringing  into 
this  Hoase  the  system  of  woi^-catching,  and 
watching,  and  quibbling,  and  qalrking,  from 
the  Oourt  below — it  will  hardly  do  even  there. 
Sir,  this  practice  is  as  notorious  as  another, 
eonftssed  to  {mrul  in  the  House  of  OomnKms, 
on  a  anliJect  of  the  most  vital  interert  to  the 
liberties  of  Englishmen — ^it  ia  as  "  notorious  as 
the  sun  at  noon-d^."  We,  sir,  are  oonntry 
gentlemen,  plain  planters,  or  farmers,  some- 
nmes  s^led  clodhoppers — ^we  have  not  a  fair 
chance  under  snch  a  system;  and,  what  is 
worse,  onr  eonstitnents  have  not.  Sir,  it  is 
time  we  had  done  with  this  practice,  of  look- 
ing one  way  and  rowing  another.  I  entirely 
concur  with  the  view  presented  to  us  in  the 
speech  of  the  gentieman  fivm  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.'  OcTLncPBB) — hope  I  mi^  say,  withoat 
offence,  the  Bevownd  gentleman  from  Kortb 
OarDlin^  Sir,  I  apphmd  him  for  preaching 
peace — not  peace,  sir,  with  the  enemy,  in  time 
of  war— "Blesaed  are  Hie  peaeemakerat 
bnt  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  preach  the  love 
of  enemies  in  time  of  war.  Let  me  ask  of  this 
HoQse,  if  they  can  ima^e  a  case  in  which,  ty 
briuf^ng  forward  a  motion  in  this  House,  every 
part  and  any  part  of  the  pablio  condnct,  (for 
wo  shall  har^y  invade  the  sanctuary  of  domes- 
tic life,)  but  the  pnblic  conduct  of  either  or  any 
one  of  the  parties  now  most  prominent  before 
the  nation,  may  not  be  attacked  f  Sir,  cannot 
we,  too,  bring  tnotion  after  motion,  to  bear  on 
one  of  them  t  We  can :  and  I  will  tell  tiie 
gentleman  from  2iUne  how — he  doea  not  need 
to  be  told— hut  I  apeak  for  the  infnmation  of 
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those  ont  of  this  House— a  resolution  csn  tw 
introdnced,  bringing  a  charge  against  the  'ilia- 
ister — another  motion  can  oe  brought  agsiiut 
the  condnct  of  some  of  our  diplomatic  agents— 
and  then  we  shall  discnss  it  here  pro  uxl  con 
•-Hnich-a-one  versus  such-a-one — and  then  we 
must  have  anotJter  "  Uow-ont and  then 
agiun  the  same  tUng  mirr  be  done  on  the  ap- 
propriation of  money.  »r,  it  ia  endkas;  aao, 
thereforej  I  think  we  onght  to  remember  the 
old  doctrine — a  doctrine  I  have  long  preaelied 
in  this  House,  and  which  I  ever  shall  pretch, 
obsta  principiiM.  Occasion  enoi^h  can  be 
given  for  every  man  to  show,  on  the  floor  of 
this  House,  how  much  he  is  or  ia  not  a  parti- 
san. And  where  will  it  end  ?  With  the  ex- 
ception of,  perhaps,  the  necessary  appropriation 
biUs,  scarce  any  thing  else  will  be  done  tha 
session.  For,  do  gentlemen  believe,  if  tUs 
thing  is  done  on  one  side.  It  will  not  be  dons 
on  ^e  other  f  Do  old  and  practised  statcsnMn 
suppose  that,  if  they.tmmp,  their  adversaries 
will  not  tramp  too  ?  Why,  sir,  I  thought  that 
Hoyle  had  taught  them  better.  Yes,  sir,  tint 
Hoyle  had  taught  them  better.  Kr,  we  bIuII 
have  our  tables  flooded  with  such  resolntioia 
No,  sir,  let  us  do  what  all  men  cannot  at  all 
times  do,  and  some  at  no  time — ^let  ns  do  ri|lit, 
sir,  fearless  of  the  consequences.  I  know  veiy 
well,  what  a  bugbear — what  a  ghost  will  be 
conjured  up.  if  the  motion  to  lay  on  die  taUe 
shiul  prevail.  Yes,  sir,  it  will  be  sud,  we  are 
about  to  "put  out  the  light,  and  then"— and 
tiien,  rir,  to  smother  the  constitution ;  to  eat 
tiie  uroat— not  of  Oicero,  air,  no,  ar— bat  lit 
poor  half-suffocated  Desdemona— of  the  oonsti- 
tation.  Sir,  this  Is  a  responaibility  I  am  will- 
ing to  meet ;  if  I  was  not,  I  would  not  show 
my  face  here.  When  inquired  of,  I  shonW  ttj 
to  my  constituents,  '*  A  motion  was  made  ia 
this  House,  calling  for  information  abont  the 
six  militiamen — the  pnblic  papers  and  tiie  Rich- 
mond manifesto  are  flill  of  the  sabject.  It  has 
been  worn  threadbare.  We  were  called  npon 
to  second  the  Anti-Jackaon  meeting  at  Bich- 
mond.  It  must  have  led  to  recrimination. 
should  have  had  the  aame  game  plved  over 
and  over  again,  itervm  iterum^tu.  It  would 
only  have  led  to  ill  blood  and  caBhig  nanc^ 
an^  therefore,  I  endeavored  to  pnt  an  aid  to  it 
at  its  commencement."  Sir,  if  the  mOitialawi 
want  mending,  they  will  not  get  it,  take 
word  for  it,  this  season.  Onr  militia  lawa,  idr, 
are  like  some  reprobates — always  about  to  re- 
form, or  to  he  r«ormed.  We  do  not  want  thii 
information  to  act  on  the  biU  from  the  Senate, 
and  aa  for  the  other  olfject,  most  ctf  ua^  I  be- 
lieve, are  pretty  well  prepared  to  on  what 
we  have. 

f  promised,  when  I  rose,  that,  if  I  shed  no 
light  npon  the  subjeot,  I  would  at  least  en- 
deavor not  to  make  It  more  obscure.  I  eanw* 
promise  e  fumo  dare  lueemy  but  I  will  not  1^ 
my  idd  to  niae  a  smoke  to  obscure  the  jnd^ 
ment  and  to  inflame  the  mind'a  eye  of  thii 
Hooae.  Without  wishing  in  tlie  least  to  ftct- 
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BtaU  debate,  or  put  it  oat  of  the  power  of  adj 
gentleman  to  reply  to  me,  I  shall,  before  I  take 
Toj  seat,  renew  the  motion  of  ^le  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Culpeper.)   I  shall 
move  that  the  resolation  and  the  amendment 
be  lud,  to  lie  upon  the  tabl&    Bat  I  ahall 
withdraw  the  moUon  if  any  fiietkd,  or  if  any 
adversary — for  I  trust  I  hare  no  enemy  here — 
shall  request  it   It  is  a  case  in  which  I  woold 
yield  more  readily  to  the  request  of  an  adver- 
sary than  of  a  fii«id. 
tfr.  RunMLPB  so  moved  accordingly :  when 
Mr.  Wasna  said,  I  request       genueman  to 
withdraw  the  motion, 
Mr.  Baxdolph  retuning  his  seat, 
Mr.  Wkxics  Bud,  I  call  opou  the  gentleman 
to  comply  with  the  promise  ne  has  just  given.  . 
Mr.  Rastdolpb  still  keeping  his  seat, 
Mr.  Wbkkb        I  eall  upon  the  geDtteman 
to  Ailfil  his  promise. 

Vr.  Baitdolph  now  rose,  and  sidd:  Ifr. 
Speaker,  I  rise  to  oomply  with  it.  I  promised 
that  if  any  friend,  or,*  much  more,  any  adver- 
sary, should  make  the  request,  I  would  with- 
draw my  motion.  I  have  never,  thank  God, 
refused  to  keep  my  word,  nor  shall  I  now  break 
my  promise.  But,  as  that  honorable  gentleman 
stands  to  me  in  the  relation,  neither  of  a  friend 
nor  of  an  adversary,  I  shall  not  withdraw  my 
motion. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Bandolph's 
motion, 

Ur.  Sloane  requested  that  it  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  naya.  It  was  ao  ordered  by  the 
House,  and  were — yeas  42,  nays  100, 

Mr.  Wbbms  said  he  felt  very  much  gratified 
to  find,  by  the  vote  just  taken,  that  so  large  a 
msjority  of  the  House  thought  with  him,  that 
a  subject  of  such  importance  ought  not  to  be 
smothered  or  nipped  in  the  bud  (if  he  might  be 
allowed  to  use  the  expresuon)  at  the  instant 
Boggestion  of  any  member,  and  more  especially 
BO,  when  the  vote  seemed  almost  to  justify 
what  be  was  about  to  offer  as  advice  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  had 
thought  proper  to  quote  the  same  authority  as 
ft  regards  peacemakers :  "  Blessed  «n  the 
peaoemakera,"  Aa^  was  bis  remark.  "Let 
that  man  who  esteemeth  that  he  knowetb  all 
things,  remember  that  he  knoweth  nothing  yet 
as  he  ought  to  know,"  I  have  no  idea,  ur, 
said  Mr.  W.,  of  any  one  Individual  member  of 
this  House  undertaking  to  suppose,  when  he 
has  made  a  speech,  that  every  one  is  to  be 
hushed  by  his  abutting  the  door  upon  them, 
because,  forsooth,  he  may  suppose  that  they 
cannot  or  dare  not  introduce  a  word  in  reply 
to  him.  I  had  hoped,  sir,  after  the  member 
from  Virginia  had  voluntarily  promised  to 
withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.  If  any  gentleman  snggested  a  desire 
to  be  heard  on  the  subject,  upon  rtung  and  re- 

S^ting  him  to  suspend,  or  withdraw  his  mo- 
0,  to  have  founa  him  willing,  at  onoe,  to 
oomply ;  finding  this  not  to  be  his  disposition, 
Z  vx^nued  a  lupe  that  the  gentleman  would 


[H.  or  B. 

oomply  with  his  word ;  and  whether  that  gen- 
tleman con^ders  me  as  standing  in  the  relf^ioa 
of  friend  or  enemy,  or  neither,  towards  him, 
air,  was  neither  asked  nor  cared  about.  [Here 
the  gentleman  from  Vit]^nia  asked  permission 
of  thegeotlemsa  from  Maryland  to  apologixe.] 
Mr.  Wkkmb  aaid  he  asked  no  apology,  hat 
would  ^ve  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  an  op- 
portumty  to  ezplun ;  when 

3fr.  Randolph  said,  nothing  was  farther 
from  his  intentions  than  to  say  any  thing  un- 
conrteous.  The  aeutiemaD  from  Maryland, 
scud  Mr  R.,  had  ca&ed  on  him  in  so  imperative 
a  tone,  that  that  h^pened  which  often  hap- 
pens in  similar  cases.  We  often  reftiM,  what 
we  should  otherwise  grant  with  willingness, 
when  we  oonoeive  ourselves  to  be  rather  more 
enforced  than  we  like  to  be.  But,  the  candor 
of  that  gentleman  will  ioduoe  him  to  acknowl- 
edge that  I  stated  neiUier  more  nor  less  than 
what  is  the  aotoal  tut,  whu  I  «^  that  he 
stands  to  me  in  neither  m  the  relations— either 
of  adversary  or  Mend.  I  can  assure  him,  how- 
ever, that  I  shall  never  agun  offend  the  gentle- 
man by  noti<»ng  him  in  that,  or  in  any  other 
way. 

Mr.  WasMs  said  he  was  not  diq>oaed  to  trifle 
with  the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  attempt,  in 
the  slightest  degree,  to  discuss  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  subject  to  which  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  House,  barely  calling  for  infor- 
mation, pointed.  But  he  rose  to  offer,  first, 
his  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  for  in- 
troducing the  reMdotioa,  in  any  shape  that 
would  eventuaHy  obtain  all  tiie  information 
immediately  relating  to  the  subject.  He  cared 
not  about  the  form,  or  phraseology,  provided  it 
resulted  in  laying  before  the  nation  the  truth, 
imd  nothing  but  the  truth.  He  agreed,  to  the 
fullest  extent,  with  the  genUeman  from  Mune, 

that  it  was  not  our  privily  to  judge  men's 
motives and  he  hoped  he  might  be  allowed 
to  offer  another  quotation,  as  it  seemed  fashion- 
able to  do  BO,  from  the  volume  of  truth,  with- 
out incurring  the  appellation  (sarcastically,  or 
otherwise)  of  reverend  genUeman  from  Mary- 
land :  "  Who  art  thoo,  (di  man.  that  jodgast 
another  man's  servant  ?  befbre  hu  own  master, 
he  standeth  or  Uleth.*'  Sir,  said  Mr.  W„  this 
subject  has  now  been  introdnoed,  and  t,  fiv 
one,  am  unwilling  to  return  home  to  the  high- 
minded  freemen  whom  I  have  tiie  honor  to 
represent,  and  say  to  them,  I  voted  against  this 
inquiry,  because  I  feared  to  trust  my  strong 
prejumces  and  partialities.  That  might  answer 
for  the  gentleioan  from  Virginia,  but  it  would 
not  answer  for  me.  Mr.  W.  protested  against 
being  governed  by  any  such  influence.  The 
sovereign  people  of  Maryland  felt  anxious  for 
information,  and  would  not  be  content  without 
it,  and,  for  himself,  he  could  with  truth  declare 
that  he  wished  it,  and  would  receive  it  any- 
how, rather  than  not  have  it,  although  he 
would  prefer  having  it  without  any  thing  like 
that  massive  weight  that  accompanied  some  <4 
oar  doooments :  for  instanoe,  the  Gecffgis 
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fur — the  immeiue  bulk  of  which  deterred 
Blmost  eTer;r  from  attempting  to  wade 
tbroQgh  it.  No,  sir,  said  Ifr.  W.,  that  man 
whose  character  and  conduct  are  to  be  affected 
by  it,  will,  like  pore  gold,  aeven  times  refined, 
M  fonnd  the  more  pnre  the  oftener  hia  oondoot 
or  patriotiinn  shall  be  Bcratinued.  I  dull  not 
trouble  Uie  House  further,  at  tliis  time,  aaid  Hr. 
W.,  from  a  hope,  air,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  vill 
be  able  so  to  modify  the  propositicoi  as  not  only 
to  agree  themselves,  but  to  produce  an  accord- 
ance tbronghont  the  House. 

Mr.  WiuoHT,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  but  a  few 
words  to  say,  and  would  trouble  the  House  but 
a  short  time.  If  I  nnderstand  the  question, 
Ur.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  part  of  the 
resolution  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the 
motion  of  uie  Mntieman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
WioEXim,)  en^naoes  a  call  for  copies  of  the 
oorrespondenoe  of  the  GoTenunent  of  the 
TTnion,  with  the  (Jovemor  of  Tennessee,  rela- 
tive to  the  time  the  drafted  militia  of  that  State 
should  be  continued  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States — ^for  copies  of  any  orders  of  the 
President  directing  such  drafted  militia  to  be 
retained  onder  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
for  a  period  beyond  three  months ;  and  if  no 
such  order  existed,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
yfar  to  certify  that  fact  to  the  House.  Such  is 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  ftom  Kentucky, 
to  refuse  the  call  so  far  aa  I  have .  specified. 
But,  sir,  how  is  the  motion  supported  by  the 
argument  of  the  mover,  and  by  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  over  lAe  way  t  They  all  tell 
yon,  we  want  all  tbe  facts — all  the  documents ; 
bnt.we  vonid  shot  the  door  npon  the  opinkma 
of  the  Becffetary,  or  his  arguments.  I,  too, 
want  the  /aeU  and  doeummta,  and  no  opinions 
or  argummtt;  and  will  not  any  genUeman 
perceive,  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  read 
over  that  part  of  the  resolution  proposed  to  be 
etmok  out,  that  these  argaments  are  directed 
a^inst  matter  which  has  no  existence  in  fact  t 
Sir,  is  it  argument  or  opinion,  to  furnish  us 
with  copies  of  the  oorrespondeuce  with  the 
Governor  of  Tennessee!  Is  it  argmnent  or 
opinion  to  fomish  a  oo^  of  the  Executive 
OTder  to  oontinne  the  miuda  in  serrioe  longer 
tiian  three  mondist  Or  will  it  be  said  to  be 
arffnment  or  opinicm,  if  no  Executive  order 
enst,  to  certify  that  mngle  fact  to  the  Honset 
Surely  no  gentleman  wm  pretend  it  is  either ; 
yet  we  have  heard  much  of  a  desire  to  give  all 
the  facts  and  documents,  and  to  irithhoid  oiUy 
opinions.  Let  ns  have  all  the  documents,  and 
all  the  facts.  How  will  the  ease  stand  before 
the  country,  if  the  motion  prevul  and  gentle- 
men deny  the  information  sought?  We  may 
be  told,  if  the  information  obtained  bears  hivd 
on  any  Individual,  that,  if  the  whole  corre- 
RKmdenee  between  the  War  Department  and 
the  Gtfvemor  of  Tennessee  had  been  published, 
the  ooontry  would  have  fbund  ample  evidence 
to  justify  either  the  Governor,  or  any  militia 
oSaaur  acting  nnder  him,  for  retaining  the  nuli- 
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tia  in  question  for  nx,  instead  of  three  mouths ; 
and  if  we  have  not  an  express  certificate  from 
the  proper  officer,  that  no  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent exists,  it  may  be  said  it  has  been  with- 
drawn. I  therefore  want  the  whole  informa- 
tion, correspondence,  and  docoments.  I  wish 
an  opportunity  of  jndgins  for  myself  what  they 
oontam — ^to  have  the  light  shed  npon  my  own 
miod,  that  I  may  form  an  opinion  myself.  I 
do  not  believe,  sir,  for  I  conld  not  impugn  any 
man's  motives,  there  can  be  a  single  gentleman 
on  tUs  floor,  who  would  withhold  the  informa- 
tion sought  for,  if  he  understood  the  subject. 

Ur.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  had  heard  it  dedared, 
on  all  udes  of  the  House,  that  gentlemen  want 
information ;  that  they  seek  the  truLh,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  X  wish  this 
as  strongly  as  any  one;  and  iMcaose  I  want  this, 
I  don't  want  any  speeches  frmn  the  departmoit. 
The  gentlemen  who  profeas  to  want  the  corro- 
sponaenoe  most,  give  to  me  the  strongest  evi- 
dence, by  their  speeches,  that  they  are  perfectJy 
conversant  with  it.  I  ^all  not  dive  into  thor 
motives:  that  belongs  to  anotlier  power— a 
power  from  which  tnis  Administration  once 
churned  its  right  to  rule.  I  had,  like  others, 
hoped  that  we  should  have  met  to  transact  the 
public  business ;  and  that  we  ahoold  have  agreed 
to  leave  this  question  to  the  people ;  but  it  is 
in  vain  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  this  Honse  is 
intended  to  be  made  an  arena  on  which  to  ex- 
cite the  passions  of  the  people.  We  see  an  in- 
dividual  branded  with  reproach,  for  having  con- 
sented to  the  exeontion  of  eevual  militiamen— 
we  who  are  nnned  by  the  of  the  Treasniy 
— ^it  is  no  ezpreorion  of  mme— iMqi — it  oomes 
from  the  IVeaaury,  of  ooorse  it  mnst  be  good— 
we  are  told  that  these  are  the  pr(^>w  eoenee  to 
engage  the  minds  of  men,  and  not  the  vulgar 
scenes  of  bloody  war.  At  the  same  time  we  do 
see  a  General  of  the  TJnited  States  trying  sol- 
diers at  Korfolk,  and  shooting  them  too,  for  de- 
sertion. I  know  it  to  be  a  fact :  for  I  was  an 
eye  witness.  A  gentieman  near  me  says,  that 
these  were  not  militiamen.  I  believe  two  of 
them  were.  I  derive  my  information  from  a 
source  entitied  to  at  least  as  much  credit,  as  if  it 
was  drawn  firom  hired  and  pensioned  letter-wri- 
ters in  one  of  the  Departments.  Bnt,  air,  if 
they  were  not  militiamen,  tiiey  were  m«i; 
and  is  not  the  life  of  man  dear!  And  an 
we  now  to  be  told  Uiat  no  regard  to  to  be 
shown  to  the  life  of  a  common  aoldier?  tfy 
information  goes  still  further.  An  order  vss 
issued  by  a  United  States  commander,  to  go 
in  pursuit  of  a  deserter,  and  if  he  coold  not 
be  taken,  to  shoot  him,  and  he  was  shot. 
Why  was  not  the  same  noise  made  then,  that 
there  is  now,  and  why  was  not  information 
of  that  fact  laid  before  the  House,  by  the  same 
gentleman  or  his  friends,  who  have  stirred  this 
inquiry  !  It  is  troe  I  belong  to  the  committee 
on  the  militto,  but  I  have  not  been  called  upon 
to  attend  it,  until  tUa  numung. 

Ur.  WiCKUvn  now  ngnified  his  agreement 
to  the  proposal  of  the  gentleman  from  Teon» 
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see,  (Ur.  Bell,)  to  modify  his  amendment  in  each 
a  manner,  as  to  retain  the  call  for  the  whole 
oorrespondenoe. 

Mr.  Sloabk  also  expressed  his  willingness  to 
BtoSify  his  resolotion,  by  striking  cat  tlie  fbl- 
lowiog  words:  "and  if  no  snch  order  exists  on 
thd  files  of  the  War  Department,  to  state  that 
&et  to  this  Honse. " 

Mr.  BuBOBsa  expressed  his  regret  that  a 
Bimple  resolation  calling  for  information  shonld 
have  taken  the  tarn  this  had.  He  understood 
that  copies  of  docainents  could  not  he  obtained 
from  the  pnhlio  officers  without  a  I^al  order, 
and  he  thoaght  the  regalation  a  good  one. 
Under  that  regnlation,  it  was  impossible  Uiat 
the  record  called  for  by  the  resolation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  (ilr.  Biaanx)  dkoold  ever 

§»  to  Uie  pnbiio  unless  hj  the  dlreoti(m  of  this 
ouse,  or  of  the  Senatft. 
Tlie  qneetion,  said  Mr.  fbr  ns  to  settle^  b, 
whetbo-  tills  information  shall  be  laid  before 
ib»  HonsO}  and  the  pablio  be  enabled  to  know 
the  troth  as  It  iaf  What  the  nlterior  intentions 
of  tiie  morer  may  be,  is  nothing  to  me ;  I  shall 
TOte  for  myself  acowding  to  my  own  Tiews  of 
propriety — so,  I  presume,  other  genUemen  will 
vote ;  and,  even  if  the  rules  of  the  House  did 
not  re^tr^  me  from  a  violation  of  decorum,  I 
hope  I  should  have  civility  enough  not  to  im- 
pute, without  evidence,  to  any  gentleman  in 
this  House,  motives  hostile  to  ike  publio  peace 
and  to  the  safety  of  individual  reputation.  It 
cannot  be  dented  that  much  onrioaty,  to  give 
it  no  otiier  name,  exists  in  the  pnbUo  min^  in 
nfenoBB  to  these  p^wrs.  I  have  seen  the  evi- 
dence of  it  in  thoee  records,  which,  from  our 
i^ndhood,  we  are  aooustomed  to  consult — 
mean  tiie  chronicles  ot  the  day.- 

It  is  commonly  said  that  certain  militiamen 
have  been  executed,  and  it  is  said  by  some,  that 
that  their  execution  had  no  le^  sanction. 
The  question  whether  that  execution  was  l^al 
or  not,  is  one  on  which  great  anxiety  prevaus. 
The  person  under  whose  orders  it  is  said  to 
have  taken  place  is  a  person  of  great  oonse- 
qaence  in  this  nation.  He  fills,  at  this  time,  a 
great  spaoe  in  the  public  eye,  and  oooupies  much 
of  the  pubUo  feeling^  and  I  aak  if  it  be  conrte^ 
iafhisUooseto  interpose  before  the  facta  of  the 
present  case,  any  obstacle  which  may  dia^ 
potot  the  public  curiosity,  (if  it  is  to  receive  no 
twtter  name,)  quickened  as  that  curiosity  now  is, 
and  anxious  as  the  most  unmanageable  appetite. 
What  courtesy  will  it  be  to  lay  yoar  hand  on  a 
part  of  the  documents  inquired  for,  and  to  say, 
they  shall  not  go  to  your  constituents  f  Why 
wUl  yon  withhold  from  them  what  either  the 
friends  of  that  distinguished  individual,  or,  if 
you  will,  his  foes,  may  deaire  to  lay  before  ttiis 
Hoosef  For  myself  I  should  be  satisfied  if 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Bloane)  shonld 
select  one  portion  of  the  dooumeots,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Kaitncliy  (Mr.  Wioeliffi) 
ahonld  select  another  pcntiim.  I  shonld  he  satis- 
fied irith  tiieir  discretion,  and  wculd  call  for 
the  whtde.  I  would  no^  at  leasti  transmate 
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this  ball  into  an  arena  for  gladiators.  I  think 
better  of  my  country— of  this  House — of  those 
opposed  to  me  and  those  who  are  with  me,  than 
to  apprehend  that  the  sword  of  the  gladiator 
or  the  pistol  of  the  aowsoin,  is  in  any  danger  of 
being  used,  whether  here  or  elsewhwe^  in  con- 
sequence of  oar  ded^on  on  a  resolution  like 
this.  If  there  is  any  thing  in  this  matter  to 
prodnoe  exasperation,  it  mast  be  the  withholding, 
it  cannot  be  the  granting,  of  this  call.  The 
gentlemen  who  spoke  wiut  so  much  ardor  of 
their  illustrious  friend,  spoke  only  as  a  man 
should  speak,  when  he  supposes  the  character  of 
his  friend  is  in  danger.  But  their  zeal  might 
well  have  been  spared.  The  character  of  that 
illustrious  man  is  not  impugned.  Nobody  here 
has  iqjnred,  or  wishes  toinjore  him.  Why  then 
should  his  anxious  friends  endeavor  to  forestall 
publio  opinion,  or  keep  back  from  the  publio 
ear,  the  vc^  ai  tmtht  Wb^  will  they  refuse 
to  satirfy  public  anxiety?  Why  do  they  strive, 
with  so  mach  earnestness,  to  strike  out  from 
the  resolution  a  call  for  the  orders  of  the  Pres- 
ident, copies  of  which  are  said  to  be  in  tbe 
War  Department  1  Why  do  they  dread  so 
much,  if  such  copies  are  not  there,  that  the 
Secretary  shall  say  they  are  not  there  f  What 
would  gentlemen  have  1  The  pnblic  will  be- 
lieve the  signature  of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  for, 
prostrated  as  he  has  been,  at  least  in  the  wishes 
of  his  enemies,  still  the  American  publio  will 
believe  him,  without  an  oath,  while  they  re- 
member that  he  helcmgs  to  the  State  of  Vii^n- 
ia,  although  he  be  the  Secretaiy  ot  War,  and  a 
mouber  m  the  Administration.  May  he  not  be* 
permitted  to  aay,  if  the  fiwt  be  so,  uiat  he  can- 
not fhmish  copies  of  any  such  orders,  because 
they  are  not  in  his  office  t  We  want  no  com- 
mentaries, no  glosses,  no  labored  explanations. 
We  wont  the  record  alone,  and,  if  it  Is  not 
there,  we  want  him  to  certify  that  it  is  not 
there.  Sir,  what  will,  what  most,  the  public 
think,  if  you  prevent  him  from  giving  tiiis  cer- 
tificate! I  do  suppose  there  are  abundance 
of  our  citizens  who  know  what  the  usual  form 
of  a  certificate  is,  and  if  yon  put  forth  to  the 
world  a  oertdficate  in  some  unusual  form,  they 
will  have  too  muoh  aeoteness  not  to  peroetve 
thi^  yon  deny  them  the  knowledge  which  they 
de^  to  have.  I  mlf^t  beg  gentlanen  fiff 
thdr  own  sakee,  not  to  excite  sodi  irre^tible 
snspicions  in  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  Sloaxb  signified  his  acceptance  cHhf 
addition  proposed  by  Mr.  WioKLim,  and  the 
resolution,  as  thus  modified,  was  finally  adopted, 
in  the  following  form : 

"Jtemilped,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  dl- 
reeled  to  fiindsh  this  House  irith  a  coi^  of  the 
procee^ngs  of  a  Court  Hartial,  which  comnmeed 

Its  uttings  at  or  near  Mobile,  on  the  fifih  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  foui> 
teen,  for  the  trial  of  certain  Tennessee  Militiamen, 
together  with  a  cop;'  of  all  the  orders  for  the  or- 
ganizBtioo  of  said  Coart,  as  well  as  those  subse- 
quently issued  in  relation  to  its  decisions. 

And,  also,  to  fhndsh  cities  of  all  papers,  let- 
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ten,  ud  doooinents,  reUUng  to  Mid  Court  Mar- 
tUl :  copiefl  of  all  orders,  general  or  special,  made 
orbmed  bj  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  Seeretary  of  War,  conceminr  or  relating 
to  the  length  of  service  of  the  detachment  of  the 
Tenneasee  ICilitia,  det^led  under  the  order  of  the 
QoTcraor  of  said  State,  Issned  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  Hay,  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  foor- 
teen,  and  afterwards  placed  under  the  immediate 
Wmmand  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Philip  I^pkin ; 
also,  copies  of  inch  order,  and  of  the  muster  and 

ej  rolls  of  said  MiUdamen,  which  may  be  on  file 
tiie  Department  of  War. 

"  And  to  fhmish  eoi^eB  of  any  orders  of  the 
Prerident  or  Secretary  of  War,  by  whieh  in  the  ex- 
erdse  of  the  disoretton  vested  in  the  Frerident  by 
the  8th  seetioa  of  the  ael  of  18th  of  April.  1814, 
Oe  tenn  of  aerrloe  of  the  Teosevee  Hditia  may 
have  been  extended  beyond  three  months;  also, 
eoples  of  two  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  GoTemor  Bloont,  dated  the  11th  and  Slst  Jan- 
uary, ISU. 

"And,  also,  to  furnish  copies  of  any  corespond- 
enee  In  the  war  Department  between  the  Freri- 
dent  or  Secretary  of  War  and  the  GoTeraor  of 
TenoMsee,  during  the  late  war,  on  the  sabject  of 
the  time  which  the  drafted  militia  of  said  State 
ahonld  be  reqidred  to  serre  in  the  armies  of  the 
Vnhed  Btotas." 

Fbidat,  January  18. 
Com  of  Marigny  IfAuteriiie. 

The  HoQse  resnmed  the  canBiderstion  of  the 
bill  for  Gie  relief  of  Marigny  D'Antcrive :  and 
the  question  recnrring  on  Mr.  Whittlbsst^b 
modon,  pending  wbeo  the  hill  was  last  before 
ihe  Hoase^  to  recommit  tbe  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims;  Mr.  W.  withdrew  the  motion. 

Kr.  QuBLET  moved  to  amend  tlie  tdll,  add- 
ing the  foUowing : 

"And  that  the  farther  sum  of  %2M  be  pdd  to 
the  mii  D'AatetiTe,  for  Uie  iiyory  done  to  bis  stave 
wUle  in  the  lervloa  of  the  United  States;  and  for 
medical  attendance  on  said  dave." 

ICr.  KxBB  satd :  Vr.  Weaker,  flwm  the  se- 
zioas  aapeot  in  which  this  snl^Jeot  is  now  pre- 
lented  to  tbe  whole  nation — notwitbstandiog 
the  opinions  first  entertained,  that  it  was  of 
minor  importance — I  feel  myself  under  a  sort 
of  moral  necessity  of  assigning  reasons  for  the 
vote  I  shall  ^ve.  I  am,  sir,  decidedly  in  favor 
of  tbe  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana.  Although  I  was  not  very 
flolioitoOB  to  obtrude  myself,  the  other  day, 
upon  tbe  attention  of  tbe. Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  when  I  moved  its  rising,  and  when,  after 
giving  way  for  tbe  explanation  of  a  gentleman 
mnn  Hew  York,  I  was  intercepted  from  tbe 
Ohair  by  tbe  precipitancy  of  gentlemm  who 
rose  to  speak,  yet  I  confess  that  I  did  feel  a 
desire  to  declara  my  opinion  upon  the  question 
In  debate,  inasmucb  as  my  constituents  as  well 
as  those  of  others,  who  bad  delivered  their  senti- 
menta  at  large,  bad  a  direct  interest  in  it 

Our  local  situation — dwelling  as  we  do  on  tbe 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  late  tbe  scene  of  a 
most  vexations  predatory  warfare,  and  always 
txp<mi,  in  time  <tf  war,  to  tbe  loss  of  that  very 
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speoiee  of  property  which,  in  the  case  before 
the  Houae,  is  attempted  to  be  refined  awaj — 
gives  ns  an  interest  in  tbe  qnestion  not  Car 
short  of  that  of  Bonthem  men.  I  am  not,  nr,  a 
Southern  man — strictly  so  called — ^but  I  feel,  and 
my  constituents  feel  drawn  towards  the  peojde 
of  tbe  South,  by  chords  of  sympathy  in  maby 
respects ;  and^  in  that  particular  interest,  wluch 
has  now  become  tbe  subject  of  controversy, 
even  on  this  floor,  we  have  a  common  stakes 
Although  our  concern  in  the  subjeet  is  not, 
perhaps,  so  important,  yet  the  interest  we  feel 
m  it  is  Bcaroely  less  vivid  than  that  d  tbe 
SouUiem  planter.  rinoe  the  last  ipOMh  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  New  Twk,  in  wbiA  he 
has  portrayed  the  oonseaneDoe  flowing  team 
tbe  premises  which  be  baa,  himself,  most  Uiid- 
ij  assnmed  tor  tbe  advocates  of  this  measom— 
as  leading  to  tbe  destmotion  of  all  ^vil  liberty 
in  this  country — I  camiot  content  myself  with- 
out an  humble  effort  to  refute  the  fallacies  hj 
which  it  is  attempted  to  blind  this  Bouse 
against  the  true  import  ot  the  qnestion  befbra 
them. 

Gentlemen  now  say,  (some  of  them  at  iMWt,) 
that  they  do  not  deny  the  general  prt^rasitiott 
that  slaves  are  property ;  yet  they  do  contend 
that,  pro  hae  «ic«,  uiey  are  not  {ooperty,  and 
they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  sncb,  wbai 
taken,  or  lost,  or  u^nred  in  tbe  puUie  servioe^ 
Here  then  is  the  issue :  We  aver  that  slaves 
are  property  so  decdared  by  law,  and  so  held  in 
tbe  view  of  the  constitotion.  It  is  the  report 
of  this  committee  with  tbe  bill  which  will  make 
up  the  record  of  our  judgment  here ;  and  if  you 
bad  permitted  this  amendment  to  be  dropped, 
because  of  the  inngnificaot  amount  of  the  claim 
of  Marigny  D'Auterive,  or  now  ngect  it,  you 
esteblisb  a  precedent,  to  be  quoted  on  all  fotare 
ocearions,  against  the  most  important  claim*, 
.  and  against  redress  for  the  most  serious  indi- 
-ridnal  losses :  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  woold  be 
set  up  by  some  as  a  solemn  decision  on  neotif 
that  slaves  are  not  pn^ertj. 

Many  Dbaervatiais  have  been  made  \ij 
gentlemen  in  this  House,  to  do  away  an  im- 
pression that  they  would  in  any  manner  im- 

Sngn  the  right  of  property  in  slaves ;  and  it 
aa  been  said  that  snob  a  question  will  .never 
be  stirred  until  "  scnne  bold,  bad  man,"  shall 
raise  it  for  the  puroose  of  his  own  ambitioo. 
I  feel  happy  in  bdieving  that  this  bold,  bad 
man  has  not  yet  found  his  way  into  this  House ; 
but  I  have  made  some  note  of  the  epiniona  and 
dispositions  of  men  in  different  quarters  upon 
this  subject.  Kot  alone  in  tbe  East,  oor  in  the 
north,  but  in  tbe  Middle  States— aye,  in  tbe 
South,  even  witiiont  tbe  instigation  of  that  aok- 
bition  wbidi  has  been  assumed  as  tbe  oalj 
motive  to  it— b(dd,  bad  men,  have  had  tiM 
folly,  or  tbe  wickedness — call  them  fools^  or 
knaves,  if  you  please,  (as  they  have  been  so  de- 
nounced by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,)  to 
avow  and  maintain  that  slaves  are  not  property, 
and  that  all  such  pretended  rights  ougbt  to  ha 
abolished.  I  trust  that  men  of  this  descriptioB 
w^  be  l(mg  kept  from  this  ^aoe ;  bat  thare  ii 
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no  qaeBtjon,  they  have  been  seekiog,  by  Btealthy 

steps,  to  nuJce  their  way  into  the  State  Legis- 
latarea,  for  the  express  purpose  of  stirriDg,  by 
tlow  dc^^reesj  the  qaeetioD  of  slavery,  and  in 
dae  season^the  solemn  one  of  noiveraal  eman- 
cipation. Yon  may  call  anch  people  fanatics, 
hypocritea,  or  knaves,  or  by  whatsoever  other 
epithets  of  r^robation  you  please,  bnt  all  the 
vhile  the  fatal  conaeqaences  of  their  priDdples 
and  their  movements,  may  spread  and  be  felt 
in  every  part  of  the  oonnttr.  If  sntdi  a  char- 
acter shoud  ever  show  hia  noe  in  this  Honse, 
I  tnut  thwe  will  be  ^ways  here,  men  of  firm- 
noBB  and  talmt,  to  make  him  toe  tbe  twig,  and 
avow  himself  dearly  so  that  he  may  be  held  np 
to  the  scorn  and  deteetat^  of  every  good  man 
in  the  nation. 

Geotlemen  here  say  that  they  do  not  deny 
&e  right  of  property  in  slaves;  bnt  the  report 
of  the  committee  does  give  color  to,  and  in 
effect  declares  the  doctrbie  to  a  great  extent^ 
and  in  so  mnch  destroys  the  ri^te  of  owners. 
They  aver  in  effect,  tiiat,  as  to  the  purpose  in 
view,  slaves  are  not  property,  or  are  not  to  be 
n  considered.  [Kr.  £.  here  read  the  report  of 
the  committee  m  the  present  session,  aoA  pro- 
ceeded.] I  will  not  trouble  the  Honse  with 
reading  the  report  of  Jannary,  1826,  referred 
to  by  the  present  committee,  and  adopted  by 
them,  as  it  mast  be  Cuniliar  now  to  every  mem- 
ber ;  bat  I  will  assert  that  the  foundation  of 
the  report  is  an  actu^  denial  of  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves.  They  say  that  slaves  have 
not  beeio.  pat  on  the  footing  of  property,  and 
paid  for,  when  lost  to  the  owner  in  the  public 
service,  and  they  report  that  this  petitioner 
oo^t  not  to  have  rdief.  No  matter  how  you 
di^aise  it,  common  laiwoage  will  be  UDoer- 
•tood  hj  the  people,  and  toey  will  eondder  a 
rejection  d  this  amendment  aa  a  deoiaion 
agidnst  the  right  of  jwoperty  to  this  extent; 
for  the  committee  do  aver,  that,  as  to  any  claim 
to  oompensstion  for  injury  done  to  a  ^ve 
taken  ftw  pnblto  purposes,  such  slave  is  not 
oooaidered  as  property^  and  therefore  not  to  be 

riid  for.  Now,  sir,  tbu  is  the  very  reason  why 
now  wonld  decide  at  once  that  they  are  prop- 
erty, and  so  to  be  considered,  and  settle  the 
qaestion  forevu*.  I  stand  apoo  the  groaud 
that  slaves  are  property  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, and  should  be  pud  for  as  suoh.  like  every 
other  species  of  property.  I  will  not  take 
upon  mys^  to  lay  oraaore  on  an  h<morable 
committee  <tf  this  Boaaa ;  bnt  I  must  aqr  that 
aSL  the  excitonent  which  has  been  edibited  on 
this  occasion,  is  owing  to  the  mistaken  views 
of  their  r^rt 

If  slaves  are  proper^,  aa  admitted,  why  shall 
Uiey  not  be  considered  as  such  1  I  will  put  the 
absurdity  to  this  House :  What  is  that  which 
is  property,  and  not  to  be  considered  such! 
Saofa  refinements  are  not  for  us,  air.  If  gen- 
tlemen knew  how  thia  kind  of  thing  is  felt  by 
ttuMe  more  immediately  ooncemed,  they  might 
excose  my  earueatneas.  If  slaves  be  property, 
why  dundd  they  not  be  so  ocmsidered  t  These 
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are  convertible  propositions ;  and  they  are  prop- 
erty of  a  kind  the  most  valuable  and  most  ex- 
posed.  Has  any  direct  reasomng  been  oifered, 
on  g^ieral  principles,  or  from  the  constitution, 
to  prove  that  though  slaves  are  property,  they 
are  not  to  be  considered  sach  ?  Not  a  scintilla 
of  reason  has  been  presented  to  support  the  po- 
sition. The  only  thing  like  argument  which 
has  berai  attempted,  is  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  WmiTLEraT,)  that 
it  haa  not  been  the  naage  of  the  Government  to 
pay  in  aoch  casea;  but  all  the  inatances  he  has 
cited,  have  been  diown  to  be  inapplicable  to 
the  presmt.  If  they  were  applicable,  I  woold, 
on  that  account,  call  upon  the  House  now  to 
come  to  a  correct  decision  in  this  case,  and  set- 
tle tiie  true  principle.  It  has  been  urged  that 
because  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statea, 
with  certain  views,  considered  slaves  as  per- 
sons, they  are  but  a  qualified  property,  uid 
therefore  not  to  lie  paid  for.  Yon  may  seize 
the  property  for  the  public  use — deprive  the 
owner  of  the  services  of  his  slave,  and  carry 
him  into  danger  even  of  the  loss  of  his  life, 
and  if  be  be  injured  or  destroyed,  you  will  not 
p«y  1  I  will  tdl  the  gentlemen  ia  a  word  why 
slaves  are  property :  They  are  snoh  in  respect 
of  the  right  of  the  owner  to  sell  them ;  not  like 
the  relation  between  master  and  apprentioe,  or 
father  and  son,  where  there  is  a  contract  or  a 
right  to  the  temporary  service — bnt  it  is  the 
ablate  power  of  disposing  of  the  slave  alto- 
gether, that  makes  nira  property.  Again, 
air,  the  owner  of  the  slave  pays  a  tax  on  nim, 
as  has  been  before  enforced  in  this  debate; 
and  that  is  the  peculiar  badge  of  private  prop- 
erty in  relation  to  Government,  The  slave 
waa  property,  sir,  before  this  Government  was 
fbrmed — was  such  under  the  laws  of  the  Statao^ 
and  was  so  declared  by  them,  as  he  had  beoi 
held  by  the  inhabitants  oi  the  {owvinces  before. 
This  Genmd  GovermnMt  foond  daves  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  the  States,  and  its 

Sower  oannot  impugn  the  ri^t.  It  shall  not 
efine  property  but  most  take  it  as  it  was,  and 
construe  uie  constitution,  which  enjoins  com- 
pensation for  it,  when  taken  for  piiblio  nse^ 
with  reference  to  what  is  property  in  the 
States.  If  tJiis  Government  takes  slaves  for 
the  public  use,  in  any  emei^ncy,  it  can  only 
touch  them  as  the  property  of  the  owner ;  not 
as  dtizens,  for  they  are  not  anoh;  and  they 
cannot  be  enlisted  as  sddiers,  or  enrolled  tai 
the  miUtia.  They  cannot  be  enlisted,  beeanse 
they  are  slaves,  and  cannot  contract ;  and  they 
cannot  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  because  the 
fundamental  militia  act  of  1792,  excludes  bH 
bat  free  white  males.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  do  away  this  right  of  property,  by 
comparing  slaves  with  apprentices;  but  they 
are  citizens,  and  participate  in  the  rights  and 
burthens  of  the  Government,  and  are  not  prop- 
erty. The  force  of  tliis  suggestion,  however, 
has  been  triumphantly  pat  down  by  the  gentle- 
man fi'oiu  Louisiana,  by  the  brief  answer,  that 
if  there  were  any  analogy,  ii  might  prove  that 
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the  muter  of  tn  apprentice  was  also  entitled  to 
remoneration  for,  his  loss,  but  not  that  the  own- 
era  of  slaves  are  not  so  entitled. 

Kr.  Suthehlahd  said  he  would  advance'  his 
reasons  in  bvor  of  the  amendment,  making 
eompenaation  for  the  loss  of  the  dave,  occur- 
zing  from  hia  worUng  at  the  entrenchments  at 
New  Orieans.  In  the  oonrse  of  the  argnment, 
mmie  gentlemen  had  urged  the  propriety  of 
paying  for  the  time  the  alave  was  in  the  ser- 
vice, bnt  did  not  feel  disposed  to  go  my  farther. 
He  was  willing  to  pay  tlie  loss  the  master  had 
Bostained.  And  it  was  a  matter  of  do  con- 
aeqnence  to  him,  so  far  as  related  to  his  vote, 
whether  the  man  was  impressed,  or  was  vol- 
imtarily  sent  by  his  master.  To  pay  the  owner 
tor  the  hire  of  tiiis  slave,  was  not,  In  his  opinion, 
"  fnU  compensation."  He  said  he  would  sns- 
tain  the  proprie^  of  his  aivnment  from  tiie 
Act,  that,  althongh  a  aolmOT  reedvea  his 
monthly  pay,  yet  if  he  ahoold  die  in  the  ser^ 
vice,  a  pension  ia  allowed  to  his  wife.  This  Is 
a  matter  of  reparation.  It  is  Intended  to  be  in 
the  nature  of  an  eqiuvalent  for  the  loss  of  one's 
services,  upon  which  the  wife  looked  for  sup- 
port. He  Bud.  if  we  applied  this  principle  to 
the  owner  of  tne  slave,  who  has  lost  his  ser- 
vices, there  can  l>e  hut  little-difficnity  in  coming 
to  a  correct  oondnsion  npon  this  subject.  And 
that,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  by  voting  for  the 
amendment  before  the  House. 

Jtr,  EvBRKTT  said :  In  the  firet  place,  in  reply 
io  the  inquiry  ci  the  gentienian  from  New 
Twk^  Qb.  Wood,)  which  the  gentleman  from 
Lcmtstana  (Mr.  LiVnfanoN)  professed  himself 
imaUe  fnUy  to  answer,  I  would  observe,  that 
it  appears,  from  the  original  papers  of  the  case, 
that  the  slave  imfH-eswd  sustdned  an  ii^ury 
fitnn  the  fire  of  the  enemy ;  that  he  was  wound- 
ed in  tlie  left  eye,  and  in  the  left  arm,  deprived 
of  his  eye,  and  permanently  weakened  in  his 
limb ;  so  that  the  ii^ury  snffbred  was  the  direct 
and  not  the  oonseqnential  efiSect  of  the  impress- 
ment. In  answer  to  the  other  demand  of  the 
same  gentlanan,  viz:  for  a  measure  of  dam- 
ages, I  would  ftrther  observe,  said  Ifr.  E.,  that 
a  tribunal,  which  I  take  to  be  the  nsual  one  fn 
aoeh  easea,  two  or  three  nelghlKHV  had  testified 
diat  they  oonortved  the  owner  of  the  dave  to 
have  suffered  an  i^Jnry,  to  the  amount  of  the 
compensation  now  clumed.  This  testimony 
may  be  seen  among  the  original  papers  of  the 
case ;  which,  tfaongn  too  long  to  be  convenient- 
ly read,  may  be  consnlted  by  any  gentleman, 
at  the  derk's  table. 

The  real  merits  of  the  question,  aaid  Hr.  E., 
may,  tn  my  opinion,  be  reduced  to  narrower 
limita  than  might  be  sappoaed,  from  the  wide 
range  of  the  dUcussion.  The  claim  arises  under 
tliat  provision  of  the  constitution — the  amend- 
ment of  the  eonstitntion — by  which  it  is  guar- 
anteed tiiat  "printte  property  shall  not  be 
taken  for  publio  use,  without  just  compensa- 
tSon."  Now,  sir,  by  r^ecting  this  amendment, 
we  virtnally  introdooe  into  thia  provirion  of 
the  eonstitolion,  the  qnalifioation  **exo^tiiig 


slaves."   We  make  it  read,  "  nor  shall  private 

Property,  excepting  riaves,  be  taken  for  the  pob- 
0  use,  without  just  compensatami."  I  am  pre- 
pared to  aay,  without  scmple,  that  i^  at  the 
time  of  dlscniBdng  and  adopting  thia  amend- 
ment to  the  constltnticm,  it  bad  beeo  pro^K>sed 
to  insert  soch  a  qaalificatiott  of  tt,  it  woold  have 
been  fatal,  not  merely  to  the  mwudmait,  hot 
to  the  eonstitntion  itself.  I  am  willing  to  leave 
it  to  the  candor  and  common  sense  of  evetj 
gentleman  in  the  House,  whether  a  proposi- 
tion going,  in  effect,  to  say,  that "  private  prop- 
erty in  uaves,  might  be  taken  for  the  public 
use,  without  Just  oompensation,"  wonld  have 
been  entertuned  for  a  moment,  whetf  the 
amendments  to  the  o<Hi8titntion  were  adopted. 

There  la,  I  own,  continued  Mr.  K,  one  view 
of  the  matter,  which  strock  me  with  some  force, 
as  an  objection  to  the  allowance  of  this  claim. 
A^nitdng  the  principle  that  propn^  imfmas- 
ed  into  wo  pnuio  service  ia  to  lie  p^  for,  the 
measure  of  ocnnpenaation  ia  to  be  aov^t,  in 
what  would  have  been  the  terms  of  a  contract, 
had  the  property  been  taken  under  contract 
with  the  owner  and  not  impressed.  Now  it 
may  be  said,  that  no  person  hiring  a  slavey 
would  insure  his  life,  which  we  virtually  do 
if  we  pay  this  clum.  This  objection,  however, 
seems  to  me  only  planuble.  Suppoee  the 
mayor  of  New  Orleans,  instead  of  impreanng  a 
slave,  had  come  to  his  owner,  and  proposed  to 
hire  him,  wonld  not  the  owner,  in  muing  fats 
terms,  have  sidd,  "  this  is  no  common  case  oi 
service;  yon  want  the  man,  not  to  work  in  year 
garden  or  plantattona,  bat  on  the  lines,  where  be 
18  to  be  exposed  to  tiie  fire  of  the  enemy,  froiB 
morning  to  night.  I  cannot  yield  him  at  the 
asual  rate  of  wages ;  I  mast  be  paid  according 
to  the  peculiarly  dangerous  natare  of  the  ser- 
vice." Such  would  be  the  language  of  the 
owner;  and  the  least  he  wonld  &mand  woold 
be  indemnity  against  the  damage  actnally  soi* 
tained ;  on  the  common  principle  of  contracts 
he  ought  to  have  more ;  he  ought  to  be  indem- 
nified against  the  risk  of  the  total  kiss  of  tlie 
dave.  I  therefore  know  cS  no  beCtw  measnn 
of  the  oompensation,  to  which  D'Anterive  ii 
now  entitleo,  than  that  whidi  is  found  In  these 
doonmenta— we  judgment  of  the  I^ynoat^ 
the  opinion  <Kf  the  nei^b(»^  that  a  loss  to  the 
amount  daimed  has  been  sustained:  for  it  was 
snstained  by  the  direct  effect  of  expoanre  to 
danger,  known  to  exist  when  the  man  was  sub- 
jected to  it,  and  against  which  his  owner  would 
have  stipulated  in  a  oontract. 

I  cannot  admit,  add  Kr.  that  the  natore 
of  the  right  of  impressment,  or,  if  yon  please^ 
the  qodtty  of  the  aot  of  impressment  neecs- 
sarity  comes  into  discusdon  here.  We  are  not 
now  called  to  legalize  (if  I  may  use  that  word) 
the  act,  hj  whion  this  prt^ier^  ww  impressed. 
We  did  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congresa 
We  pud  D'AuterivB  for  his  other  pn^rtr, 
taken  at  the  same  time.  On  the  pass^  <tf  the 
bill,  making  M)propriati(Mi  for  him,  I  do  not 
find  that  a  oividon  took  ^aoa.  The  yeas  and 
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na.Ts  do  not  ^pear  to  have  heea  adced.  I  oaa- 
not  find  the  name  of  either  of  mj  friends 
fnm  New  York  (Uessn.  Wood  and  Stobbs)  on 
record  against  the  allowance  made  to  Marignj 
D'AateriTO  last  Winter.  It  is  therefore  not 
now  a  qnestion,  whether  we  shall  adopt  the 
act,  by  which  this  man's  property  wa»  impress- 
ed into  the  public  serrice ;  bnt  whether,  having 
pud  him  for  a  part  of  it,  and  with  a  report  from 
the  Committee  of  Claims  in  favor  of  another 
part,  we  gball  refose  to  pity  this  remaining  por- 
tkm.  If  we  do  reft»e,  it  most  be  m  tHroag 
croandB,  applicable  to  this  parttoolar  part  (tt 
Uie  property.  The  preliminary  qneetKm  has 
been  settled. 

^  Ur.  E.  said  be  dioold  not  enter  into  the  oon- 
rideration  of  tbe  precedents.  Among  all  which 
had  been  cited,  there  appeared  to  be  bnt  one 
of  an  impreased  slave,  and  that  one  was  not  a 
ease  fully  in  point;  becaoae  the  injnry  sns- 
tuned,  althoogh  probably  the  effect  of  the  ex- 
posure, was  not  certainly  so.  Granting,  how- 
ever, that  it  were  frilly  in  point,  it  woii^d  still 
make  but  a  single  ineoedent  hitherto  prodooed, 
agunstsoebanallcnranoeaBisnowaaked:  anin- 
aoffident  gronnd  certainly  for  refbung  to  pay  for 
apart  nine  property,  while  yon  pay  for  the  rest 
The  argnnient  against  this  claim  drawn 
from  the  analogy  with  the  case  of  minors 
and  apprentices,  who  might  die  in  the  military 
service  of  the  ooantry,  said  Mr,  I  heard 
vith  some  pun.  There  seems  to  me  no  resem- 
blance, scarce  a  shadow  of  likeness,  in  the 
cases.  What,  rar,  shall  we  adopt  an  analt^, 
Thich  woold  make  the  free  citizen  of  the 
ootmtry,  because  he  lacks  *a  year  or  two  of 
the  tenn  of  legal  majority,  the  property  of  his 
masterl  The  most  t^t  can  be  s^d  is,  that  his 
master  or  &ther  has  a  qualified  property  in  his 
NTrioes ;  and  this  is  balanced  oy  obligations 
NBentially  reducing  tiie  valne  of  tbiU  property 
ia  a  pecuniary  view.  Besides  this,  the  analogy 
roppoees  what  cannot  happen.  The  minor  and 
prentice  oaonot  be  impressed  into  the  service 
the  coon  try.  If  they  enter  it  at  all  it  most 
be  after  an  act  has  been  passed  by  the  supreme 
Illative  authority  of  the  coontry,  emancipat- 
ing the  son  from  the  patria  potataa,  making 
the  apprentice  tut  juri$,  and  thenceforward 
ttXDpetent  to  form  with  the  country  the  con- 
tract of  military  service.  When  he  has  thus 
ntered  by  contract  into  the  military  aerrioe  of 
the  coQDtry,  he  Is  there  for  himself,  for  hia  own 
Tights  as  a  citizra.  No  donbt  snoh  a  law  is 
tn  invasion  of  the  interest  of  l^e  puent  or 
>u^,  in  the  minor's  services.  The  law, 
vhkh  has  been  referred  to,  recognized  this,  in 
BKogpiog  tiiem  a  part  of  the  bounty  money ; 
but  it  is  a  kind  of  interest,  which  if  extended 
to  a  cUdm  for  an  indemnity  in  money,  for  the 
loss  of  the  life  of  a  free  citizen,  would  be  in  op- 
pontaon  to  the  spirit  of  all  our  institutions. 
_^The  case  of  the  slave  impressed  is  totally 
werent  The  analogy  falls  in  the  most  im- 
portaot  pdnta.  He  does  not  enter  into  the  mil- 
uuy  servioe  of  tiie  oonutry  by  contract.  He 
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cannot  contract.  His  marter  has  not  otmtraoted 
for  hia  riave.  On  the  contrary,  at  a  moment, 
when,  by  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
conntiT',  he  is  the  property  of  his  owner,  the 
Government  comes  by  force,  takes  him  swar, 
and  destroys  him  in  the  public  service.  To 
make  the  case  parallel,  we  must  suppose  an  act 
of  the  Government  emanoi^ating  Uie  slaves, 
and  enabling  them  to  enlist  in  the  army. 
Would  any  Government  think  of  passins  a  law 
^ply  emandpating  the  slaves  tx  its  cntizeBS, 
witlioat  making  any  oompenaatifm  to  tfanr 
owners!  Btush  an  aet  would  indicate  a  tyranny, 
as  abflohite  as  any  that  erer  oppressed  a  pec^le. 
It  bad  latdy  been  objected,  with  justice,  by 
Lord  Howell,  to  the  views  of  those  benevolent 
persons  in  England,  who  were  contemplating 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  that  they  looked  too 
mnoh  to  the  condition  of  the  shtve,  and  too  lit- 
tle to  the  rights  of  the  master ;  and  that  the 
ideas  of  emancipation  and  compensation  ought 
to  go  hand  and  hand. 

Mr.  AixKir,  of  Massachusetts,  sidd  be  conrid- 
ered  that  the  right  of  the  master  in  tiie  tlave 
was  founded  solely  in  the  municipal  law  o(  the 
plaoe^  and  he  was  bonnd  to  respect  the  ri^t^ 
as  assured  hy  the  laws  4tf  the  State  wh«e  this 
relation  is  recognized,  and  disclumed  all  ri^t 
to  interfere  with  it  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Goverament.  The  subject  was  excloMvely  with- 
in the  competence  of  the  States  where  slavery 
exists,  and  this  Government  has  no  authority 
or  power  over  it.  Still,  there  was  a  distinction 
between  the  right  of  the  master  in  his  slave, 
and  that  of  the  owner  of  other  subjects  of  prop- 
erty. The  right  of  the  master  rests  solely  in 
.t^e  municipal  law  of  the  place,  and  is  limited 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State.  If  the  slave^ 
thoiefore,  paaa  out  of  that  juiisdiotion,  and  into 
a  Govemmoit  wbioh  doee  not  recogoize  this 
kind  of  property,  the  ri^t  of  the  master  falls, 
there  being  no  law  to  sustain  it.  Not  so  with 
other  propertr*  This  is  founded  in  a  prinoiide 
of  universal  law,  and  the  light  of  tlie  owner 
ia  recognized  and  protected  in  every  civilized 
country.  It  was  on  account  of  this  distinction 
that  the  holders  of  slaves  thought  an  express 
provision  necessary  in  the  Federu  constitution, 
in  order  that  they  might  reclaim  them  when 
found  in  States  where  the  municipal  law  does 
not  authorize  this  kind  of  property.  If  this 
property  had  reated  on  the  same  fbondation  as 
other  property,  no  anoh  provision  would  have 
been  neoeasary.  The  owner  might  have  taken 
it  under  the  universal  law,  as  he  might  other 
property,  or  might  have  found  redress  in  the 
courts  in  the  like  manner.  It  belongs  to  the 
munioipal  law  to  settie  relations  between  indi- 
viduals—to regulate  the  rights  between  private 
meo.  The  right  of  the  Government  over  the 
person,  and  to  the  property  of  the  dtizen,  per- 
tains to  the  public  law,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  the  law  of  empire. 

Mr.  Hails  sud  he  rose  principally  for  the 
purpose  of  urging,  at  this  late  hour,  a  decision 
of  the  gnestiou,  aa  he  was  satined,  in  his  own. 


0cm     MnrigiHf  SfAvtmiBe. 
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mind,  that  the  opinion  of  every  gentleman  was 
made  up ;  and  tnat  there  are  oUtcr  and  great 
hiterests  to  be  consalted,  that  are  now  delayed 
1^  this  protracted  diaoosnon.  He  woald  ask 
if  any  good  result  is  expected  to  grow  oat  of 
the  dtsonssion  of  matters,  foreign  to  the  ques- 
tion, and  that  have  no  reference  to  it  f  He  re- 
membered that  when  the  monorable  Ulssonrl 
question  was  a^^tated,  and-  dlscassed,  vith  alL 
the  excitement  that  grew  ont  of  it,  that  the 
hopes  oi  the  slaves  for  freedom  were  sbtm^ 
excited— excited  in  some  States  even  to  rebel- 
lion, of  which  melancholy  examples  were  the 
oonsequences.  He  would  not  say  thai  some  of 
the  Ifljigoage  used  and  uttered  in  this  debate 
might  spread  the  same  contagions  influence 
abroad,  even  to  that  region  of  country  in 
whose  peace  and  welfare  he  should  always 
feel  a  lively  interest.  To  av^  a  calamity  like 
this,  was  his  principal  inducement  for  trespass- 
ing on  the  time.oi  the  House.  Sir,  the  hopes 
of  the  slaves  fbf  freedom  may  be  inspired  by 
gentlemen,  without  knowing  that  they  only 
add  another  link  to  the  chain  that  fetters  this 
popnlatioQ ;  they  only  add  to  that  qoimtmn  of 
misery  that  the  people  of  the  Soatn  have  at- 
tempted to  mitigate  by  kindness. 

So  gentlemaa  has,  he  believed,  pretended  to 
deny  uie  validity,  and  the  sacred  and  nnqnal- 
ifiea  right  of  the  slave  owner.  This  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  sides.  Bat,  in  order  to  resist  the 
claim,  ^ntlemen  say,  and  so  do  the  committee, 
that  this  "  species  of  property  "  is  not  a  fit  snb- 
ieot  for  indemnity ;  mA  that  the  Government 
have  never  regarded  slaves  ss  property.  I  will 
not  ocmdesoend  to  argue  on  such  a  proportion; 
I  win  not  condescend  to  argue  tbe  aot,  whether 
slaves  are  property  to  the  mastu*,  or  ever  were 
regarded  by  the  Government  as  soch. 

The  only  tme  qaestion  seemed  to  him  to  be, 
whether  the  officer,  nnder  the  exigencies  of  a 
rtate  of  war,  may  not  impress  the  private  prop- 
erty of  the  cidzen  ?  I  place  slaves  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  prop«*ty.  Yon  can  make  no 
distinction,  and  all  the  arguments  in  the  world 
oonld  not  weaken  this  positicm— a  right  con- 
secrated by  the  constitution — protected  aod 
defined  by  the  municipal  laws  of  the  several 
States.  On  this  qnestion  no  reasonable  man 
oan  hentate  tor  one  mwnen^  The  right  of  im- 
^essment  haa  bem  admitted  Iry  this  House  for 
many  jmn,  in  tim  payment  of  varioiu  claims 
of  incQvidiula  for  property  impressed.  Will 
we  stop  to  inqnire  into  the  motives  ^at  op- 
erated on  the  mind  of  a  military  commander, 
invested  and  clothed  with  all  that  power  that 
springs  from  a  state  of  danger  and  alarm,  that 
power  that  originates  from  necessity,  that  luaows 
no  law — will  we  stop  to  ask,  at  such  a  moment 
of  danger  as  that,  whether  the  impressment  of 
property  for  the  public  service,  to  contribnte 
to  the  general  good,  was  justifiable  or  not? 
What  1  when  that  city,  which  is  the  key  of  all 
onr  western  States— I  might  say  of  this  empire 
— was  at  stake,  threateuM  with  the  most  terri- 
Ua  evils  tarn  an  invading  (oe,  was  It  an  hour 
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to  cavil  about  law  1  Necessity  dictated  lam 
for  that  ocoaslcai,  and  the  result  convinced  tbe 
world,  that  the  means  employed  were  honor- 
able. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  will  not  go  home  and  tell 
my  constituents  that  I  deemed  their  ligiitB  of 

Property  so  precarious  as  to  justify  me  in  their 
efenee.  I  would  as  soon  discuss  a  question, 
whether  the  wool  which  grows  on  tbe  sbeepa 
our  northern  brethren  QiDont  which  we  um 
lately  heard  so  mndi,  aim  shall  soonhearinon) 
bel<»igB  to  the  &rmer  who  rears  it  This  ri^t 
of  property  is  sacred  in  every  State.  It  cannot 
be  touched  by  this  House — it  cannot  be  reached 
in  its  legidative  capacity.  It  is  beyond  the 
jurisdiction,  not  only  of  Ck)ngre6s,  but  of  tbs 
Federal  Government.  It  is  a  subject  exdosin- 
ly  of  municipal  r^ulation — and  if  the  Stste  cf 
Lonidana  declares  that  slave*  are  propertj,  tbla 
House  must  recognize  them  as  such.  If  a  Fed- 
eral officer  has  seized  upon  the  property 
publio  usCL  the  owner  can  demand  oonqMO- 
sation,  under  that  clause  of  the  oonstibitioa 
which  says,  "private  property  shall  net  be  titan 
for  public  use,  without  just  oompensatioD." 

Satubdat,  January  19. 

Peaih  of  G<o.  Eoloon^  Stq. 
As  soon  as  the  Journal  of  yesterday  wu 
read, 

Hr.  Swan,  of  Kew  Jersey,  rose,  and  address- 
ed the  House,  to  the  fdlowing  eflbct : 

Hr.  Speaker:  It  has  become  my  painful  dntf 
to  announce  to  the  House  the  melaodKdy  is- 
telligeuce  of  the  d«ath  of  Gbobob  Hoioou^ 
late  a  Representetive  from  New  Jersey. 

To  the  members  of  this  House,  and  e^edsfli 
those  who  have  had  the  satis&ction  «  a  per 
sonal  acqu^tance  with  the  decossed,  no  wo- 
gium  can  be  necessary  from  me. 

Exhausted  by  the  pressure  of  a  protracted 
but  unyielding  disease,  he  sank  into  the  em- 
brace of  death,  <»  the  mmiiug  of  the  14&  iD> 
atant. 

To  his  family,  sir,  the  loss  is  IrreparsWfr- 
the  affeotitmate  husband  and  the  kind  parent 
is  no  more. 

Hr.  8.  then  mored  the  following: 

BuUviit  That  tiie  membera  of  tbe  Heoae  <( 
Bepresentatives,  from  a  dneere  dene  of  riurrisi; 
every  mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memorr  of  tb* 
Hod.  Giokoe  Holcoiibx,  late  a  member  thereof 
will  go  into  mourniDg  one  month,  by  the  osiai 
mode  of  wearing  a  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

Raolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be 
rected  to  noUfy  tbe  Executive  of  Kew  Jene;  <rf  ue 
vacancy  in  the  representation  of  that  State,  b/  tat 
death  of  Gsoiea  Holcohbz. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimoiuly  adtqtted; 

And  the  House,  thereupon,  a^oumed. 

TuBSDAT,  January  28. 

Hr.  Ohiltoh  moved  the  fidlowing  resoh- 
tions: 
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1.  Remdved,  That  It  is  expedieot  to  dboharge 
the  Katiookl  d«bt,  without  uiuToidable  deUy ;  to 
ucofflptuh  which  desirable  object^  a  resort  to 
a  general  ^fitera  of  retrenchmeot  la  oecenar?. 
Ifaig,  It  ii  ewiceiTed,  can  only  be  effected  b^ 

First  A  jn^ouB  reduction  of  the  numbers  of 
officers  receiTiDg  salaries  or  pay  from  the  Qeneral 
Gorerament,  and  of  the  salaries  of  such  as  are  ne- 
cesurily  retained  in  public  service :  aTotdlng,  in 
each  instance,  the  adoption  of  any  measnre  wnioh 
would  be  ineompatible  with  our  naUonal  (Ugnity. 

Second.  By  aTOidiog  each  and  every  appropria- 
tion or  expenditure  of  public  money  which  is  not 
Imperiously  demanded  by  the  justice  of  the  cl^m, 
or  the  necesuties  of  the  GoTomment,  widi  a  Tiew 
to  its  Sclent  operation  lo  a  ^rtt  of  repobUcan 
wapUotty  and  economr. 

8.  Baelwd,  That  tbe  inattm  and  tbingi  ewi- 
tdned  In  th«  forectdng  resolaUoa  be  referred  to 
file  Ooninittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  Instruc- 
tioH  to  report  to  this  House  what  offices,  in  their 
oisnion,  may  be  moat  adTantageousty  discontinued, 
what  salaries  vlU  reasonably  bear  reduction,  and 
tosh  other  means  of  retrenchment  as  to  them  may 
seem  necessary. 

Mr.  KoDumB  (OliairmAD  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means)  said  that  he  sbonld  be 
glad  to  hear  some  specifications  of  \h»  otj}eeta 
b>  which  the  moTer  of  the  reaolntiooa  Tished 
to  direct  the  committee's  Attention.  He  should 
be  BW17  if  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
dHndd  be  obliged  to  reriM  the  irhole  system 
of  Goremment  Umted  States,  tiie  Oivil 
Department,  tbe  Armr  and  the  Ksyj.  The 
ibstnet  lunpceitionB  in  the  resolution  were 
oerttfoly  joBt,  It  vaa  Tory  desirable  that  the 
QDoeoetBarr  ezpenie  of  Government  ahoold  be 
reduced ;  that  the  pablio  debt  shonld  be  pud ; 
and  that  economy  in  the  pnhlio  expenditures 
Bhould  be  promoted.  Bat  really^  as  the 
raolation  now  stood,  he  would  feel  at  a 
loss  where  to  begin,  or  where  to  end.  If 
tiie  honorable  gentleman  wished  to  diminish 
the  number  of  military  officers,  be  ought  to 
bare  directed  an  inqairy  by  Uie  Conunittee 
on  Wlitaiy  AfCaira.  If  he  was  dearons  of  re- 
dodng  the  nnmbor  of  officers  In  the  Navy, 
or  rather,  of  preventing  their  unnecessary  in- 
CTMse,  the  resolution  ought  to  have  been  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs ;  but  it  did 
not  tppert^  to  ^e  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Heans  to  say,  whether  the  several  brandiee  of 
the  public  estabUdunents  were,  or  were  not, 
toolu^. 

Mr.  OmiTOir,  in  reply  to  Mr.  MoDutfu's 
inquiry,  and  in  support  and  explanation  of  his 
proposition,  rose,  utd  addressed  the  Honse  as 
foUowa: 

Ur.  Speaker:  The  resolntiims  which  I  have 
Jtut  had  the  bonm*  to  oabmit,  contemplate,  in 
the  first  plaee^  the  establishment  of  one  grand 
notional  tratb— a  tnitii,  indeed,  of  axiomatic 
<^uracter,  to  wit :  that  a  national  debt  is  a  na- 
ti(mal  curse,  and  should,  hence,  be  liquidated, 
1^  discharged  with  all  convenient  despatch. 
"Oi  doctrine  i^  indeed,  not  only  unlike,  but 
tiu  tevttae  of  that  which  has  been  again  and 


again  contended  for  by  some  members  of  this 
commanity;  and  which,  to  some  extent,  it 
would  seem,  has  received  our  sanction,  by  our 
condnot;  but  experience,  the  most  trusty  of 
all  monitors,  has  at  last  eroloded  the  heresy, 
and  the  .^erioan  people  begin  to  look  with 
fond  fioncem  to  that  shrine,  upon  which  they 
will  be  able  to  proclium  themselves  politically, 
dvOIy,  rel^ously,  and  morally  free. 

The  remainder  of  my  proposition  divides 
itself  into  three  parts.  The  two  first  are  mere 
speoifioations  under  the  general  maxim,  first 
attempted  to  be  established,  and  deugned  to 
designate  the  means  by  which  its  ol^ect  can  be 
accomplished.  The  third  relates  merely  to  the 
committee  of  this  Hoose  to  which  the  whole 
snljject-matter  dioold  be  referred.  To  each  of 
these  considerations  I  shall  attend;  but,  Ur. 
Speaker,  I  am  oonsbaliwd,  by  a  remark  whicSt 
fell  from  my  honorable  fMotd  tmm  South  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  MoDtmriB,)  to  Invert,  to  some  ex- 
tent, the  order  in  which  I  should  have  consid- 
ered them,  and  first  to  speak  of  tbe  committee 
to  which  the  reference  should  be  made. 

Sir,  I  am  oonsdons  that,  as  a  young  man, 
and  a  new  member  of  this  honorable  body,  to 
its  lenity  alone  I  shall  be  indebted  for  the  de- 
votion of  a  few  moments  of  its  time  to  a  view 
of  this  snhject,  which,  when  submitted  b;y  me, 
must  stand  or  fall  upcm  its  intrindo  merits  or 
demerits.  A  suggestion  has  been  made,  that, 
in  sabmitting  a  resolution  of  this  characteTf  I 
should  specmcally  name  the  officers  whose  ser- 
vices I  would  dispense  with,  the  salsries  I 
would  reduce,  and  the  expenses  I  would  cur- 
tail. All  this  wonld  I  do :  and  more  if  in  my 
power.  But,  sir,  if  I  were  able  to  do  tiii^^ 
the  necessity  which  exists  for  a  reference  at 
ail,  would  be  alttwetber  -superseded.  I  could 
then  move  on  with  a  bill,  direotiy  embracing 
my  views — bnt,  in  the  present  case,  I  am  situ- 
ated as  is  the  physician,  who  knows  his  patient 
to  be  diseased — yet  knows  not  where  the  dis- 
ease is  located,  nor  the  remedy  which  will 
heal  it. 

"Ut.  Speaker :  In  relation  to  that  part  my 
resolution  which  supposes  tbe  existenoe  of  a 
greater  number  of  officers,  who  are  receiving 
pay  or  salaries  from  the  Government,  than  are 
necessary  to  attend  to  its  concerns,  I  am  guided 
and  infinenced  by  the  long  list  which  is  annu- 
ally presented  to  this  Honse.  I  am  further  in- 
fluenced in  the  fonnatioQ  of  my  opinion,  by 
information  received  from  various  sources,  en- 
titled to  my  confidence  and  to  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  that  there  are  many  sinecnres  in 
ofiioe ;  men,  sir,  who,  to  ^ve  the  plain  English 
of  the  matter,  are  feasting  and  fitttening  upon 
the  Treasury :  rondering,  m  tiie  mean  time,  no 
services,  nor,  indeed,  having  any  to  render  to 
the  country.  If  gentlemen  seek  for  spectficar 
tions  nnder  this  general  remark,  (as  it  may  be 
considered,)  I  would  observe,  that  I  am  in- 
formed our  Navy  list  is  crowded;  that,  at 
West  Point,  perhaps,  from  thirty  to  fifty  cadets 
have  been  eaooated  at  the  expense  of  the  Gov- 
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enunent,  who  are  wholly  destitnte  of  employ- 
ment ;  that  a  fifth  auditor  was  appointed  for  a 
time  whioh  has  of  oonne  passed  aw«y,  and  nn- 
der  droamstances  which  exist  do  more,  nor 
longer  require  his  intervention  or  ^d;  and, 
indeed,  that,  in  most  of  the  public  offices,  more 
clerks  are  employed  than  are  necessary  to 
transact  the  basiness  of  them  respectively — 
some  receiving  pay  from  public  appropriations ; 
others  from  the  "Oontiogent"  Fund. 
upon  these  sntjects,  I  am  correctly  infinrmed,  I 
cannot  hesitate  to  toy,  that  reform  or  rnin  will 
constitate  with  ns  the  (dodng  scene. 

It,  in  the  next  place,  becomes  my  dnty  to 
'allnde,  at  least,  to  salaries  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, wonid  reasonably  bear  reduction.  Here, 
sir,  though,  I  hope,  with  honest  motives.  I  am 
situated  differently  from  some  of  my  fiiends 
upon  this  floor.  They  insist  that  they  know 
not  where  to  seek  a  beginning  point,  nor  in 
what  region  to  look  for  a  salary  upon  which  to 
commence  the  work  or  operation  of  reduction. 

I,  on  the  one  hand,  know  not  what  part  of  the 
body  politic  is  most  infected,  and  demands  the 
most  speedy  remedy.  It,  however,  sir,  I  am 
compelled  to  particnlarire,  I  present  the  l<nig 
list  of  salaries  as  fit  subjects  for  ampntation. 
Amongst  the  rest  I  must  not  neglect  to  beetow 
a  more  specific,  though  a  passing  notice,  upon 
the  pay  received  by  members  of  Congress,  who 
are  sitting  here  at  their  ease,  receiving  eight 
dollars  per  day  for  their  services,  and  eight  dol- 
lars for  each  twenty  miles  travelled,  in  reach- 
ing and  returuing  from  the  seat  of  the  General 
Government.  This,  sir,  is  the  last  modification 
of  the  ever-memorable  **  Compensation  Law." 
Previoas  to  tiie  paseaffe  of  that  act,  members 
of  Oongreas  reoeived^or  their  services,  only 
NX  doUars  per  day.  We  had  thco  oonncils  as 
wise  and  dignified  as  at  present ;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  we  should  again  see  onr  Legislative 
Halls  filled  witii  honorable  and  intelligent  men, 
if  the  compensation  were  reduced.  A  reason, 
and  a  strong  one  too-^or  this  redncHou,  is 
found  in  the  fiict  that  our  country  is  oppressed, 
and  that  the  fruits  of  domestic  industry,  in- 
stead  of  price,  command  a  mere  pittance ;  not 
half  so  much  as  when  aspirants  for  seats  in 
OoDgress  filled  the  ranks,  as  mere  volanteers, . 
without  the  formalities  of  a  draft. 

The  only  remaining  branches  of  this  snbject 
which  I  am  bound  to  notice,  relate  to  the  im- 
portance of  ftToiding  unDeoessai7  expenditures 
of  public  money,  for  our  own  acoonunodation, 
and  to  the  necesrity  which  exists  for  the  exer- 
cise of  caution  and  pmdence,  in  maldng  ap- 
propriatioos  to  meet  the  claims  of  others.  If 
it  be  demanded  of  me  to  know,  what  departure 
from  the  rules  of  republican  simplicity  and 
economy  I  have  witnessed  here,  and  which  I 
conceive  to  fall  snbject  to  the  first  of  my  two 
last  divirions,  by  way  of  answer  I  can  only  re- 
quest you,  Ifr.  Speaker,  to  cast  your  eyes 
around  this  ^acioos  Hall,  each  morning,  upon 
entering  it — see  upwards  of  200  tables  piled 
with  printed  documents — private  or  local  mat- 
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ten — ^tnteresting,  perham,  only  to  one  solitary 
individual  in  the  whole  Unimi — a  ttring  of  affi- 
davits, certificates,  letters,  or  depoutious,  to- 
compuiied  by  a  report  as  long  as  the  Monl 
Law ;  yet  all  must  be  printed  1  This  msU«r, 
which  gentlemen  may  consider  unimportsot, 
is,  to  my  mind,  a  crying  evil.  Members  from 
the  East,  and  North,  and  South,  may,  from  the 
circumstance  of  their  baring  been  rocked  in 
cradles  of  luxury  and  ease,  think  it  a  smU 
matter  to  expcoid  small  sums  of  public  money. 
But,  sir,  the  Western  people,  particularly  tint 
portion  of  them  whom  I  represent,  have,  upon 
the  subject,  but  one  voice ;  it  is,  so  ftr  as  I  un- 
derstand it^  that  which  I  have  ^wkes.  They 
have  liberally  contributed  to  the  support  of 
yonr  Government  in  peace — they  have  nobly 
defended  it  in  war — and  are,  therefore,  entitled 
to  their  weight  upon  this  fioor.  I  say,  in  thai 
name,  that  we  are  Riding  imperceptibly  down 
the  smooth  and  deceptive  current  of  extrsva- 
gance  and  prodigality,  and  steering,  without  a 
change  of  course,  directly  to  the  port  of  Utr 
tional  Bankruptcy  and  ruin.  This  a^jfumeDt, 
sir,  gentlemen  maj  Btt«npt  to  answer,  by  in- 
sisting that  niy  pietore  is  too  gloomy— that  m 
are  prospennw— that  imtTersal  peace  preraib— 
that  onr  nation  is  powerful — and  that,  there- 
fore, we  may  indulge,  to  some  extent,  in  eztrsv- 
agance.  Permit  me,  rir,  to  suggest,  that  iudns- 
t^  and  frugality,  not  indolence  and  prodigslity, 
are  the  legitimate  parents  of  national  pro^r- 
ity ;  and  that  financial  ability  preserves  peace 
— and  that  tJie  worst  of  all  independei]t  ooodi- 
tions,  in  either  peace  or  war,  is  that  in  irbich 
a  nation  is  placed,  '^having  nothing  to  depend 
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^trenehment. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideratioD  of  the 
resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Cbiltov,  yesterday. 

Mr.  BABinBT  desired  not  to  be  centered 
wanting  in  oonrtesy  to  the  honorable  member 
from  Kentucky,  when  rising  in  opposition  to 
the  reference  of  the  resolutions  to  the  CoDitnit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  inasmuch  as  the  chsi^ 
man  of  that  committee  had  expressed  his  i»- 
willingness  that  they  should  be  thus  referred, 
and  their  merits  could  be  tested  by  the  diici*- 
sion  which  would  be  tiins  eHrited. 

The  printing  for  this  Honse  is  the  fintiton 
in  the  UBt  of  extravagances.  I  grant  yon,  sr, 
that  it  does  inTolve  a  lam  expenditure ;  but 
how  is  it  to  be  corrected?  How  regulated! 
Shall  a  purveyor  of  public  printing  be  ein- 
ployed,  especially  chafed  with  the  duty  oi 
designating  what  shall  and  what  shall  not  be 
oonsi^ed  to  the  press  ?  The  task  would  be  ss 
invidions  as  it  would  become  irksfflne  and  Ardu- 
ous, and  could  not  ful  to  result  in  dis^tpoint- 
ment  and  dissatisfaction.  Sir,  I  hedtate  to 
say  that  every  printed  docunent  snlmitled  to 
this  Honse,  voluminous  as  tbciy  are,  are  iat^ 
estiitg  tO|  and  read  by,  some  d  ib  amUn, 
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and  msDy  of  their  oonstitaentB.  They  are  in- 
dispensable to  a  general  and  oorreot  knowledge 
of  each  partionlar  ease. 

It  is  oontended  that  the  salaries  should  be 
redaoed.  Whenever  Oongrees  is  satisfied  that 
more  is  allowed  than  is  snffioient  for  a  mere 
Babnstence,  then  snoh  a  prm>o8ition  ma.j  find 
&Tor.  If  the  Government  desire  iha  serrioeB 
oS  fiiiUkfbl  and  inteUigeat  men,  they  can  only 
obtun  them  hj  allowing  sooh  eompensation  as 
will  enable  them  to  live  fn»  frcon  the  appro- 
henrion  tiiat  the  wants  ot  to-mcnrow  may  be 
Bnprovided  fu*.  WhUe  piping  pennty  stares 
filem  in  the  five,  and  a  hdpless  family  are  des- 
titute of  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life,  the  en- 
ergies of  neither  mind  nor  body  can  be  devoted 
to  the  pnblio  weaL  A  onrsoiy  glance  at  the 
4q>erations  of  the  Sinking  Fand,  "wiU  satisfy  die 
gentleman  that  the  pnUio  debt  is  amply  pro- 
vided for.  Probably,  before  he  retiree  from 
pnblio  life,  and  certtdnly  before  the  expiration 
of  another  Preddential  term,  ft  will  not  exist 
even  in  name. 

Tbir^  or  fbrty  officers  ure  aanNMed  to  be  at 
fhi>  time  nnemployed  at  the  MiUtarf  Academy 
at  West  Point.  The  biU  team  the  MUitaiy 
Committee^  now  on  onr  taUes,  anthwizing  the 
^•pointment  of  additional  pn^fessors,  does  not 
auction  this  idea.  Having  recently  wijoyed  an 
opportonity  of  becoming  intimately  aoqnunted 
with  this  valaable  institntion  in  all  its  details, 
I  can  safely  affirm  that  there  are  neither  raper- 
nmneraries  nor  idlers  connected  with  it.  Pre- 
■enting  a  most  interesting  spectade  of  strict 
order,  and  high  state  of  discipline ;  every  dat^, 
whether  of  the  soldier  or  the  stadent,  is  per- 
fonned  at  ito  i^tpointed  time^  without  the  least 
eonfiuiai,  and  every  hoar,  from  reveille  to 
tfttoo,  has  ita  appropriate  employments.  No 
American  can  view  sooh  a  scene  witliont  strong 
emotions  of  pride  and  gratification — ^he  beholds 
the  ffenn  of  fotnre  greatness  to  his  country ; 
for  thoee  whose  capacity  and  diligence  enable 
them  to  attun  the  proad  eminence  to  which 
they  all  aspire — ^present  themselves  to  the 
world  the  adopted  children  of  their  oonntry,  ■ 
qualified  to  be  useful  in  any  sitnation  in  life, 
either  civil  or  military.  The  impartial  and 
eqnal  adininistration  of  jnstioe  is  one  of  the 
brightest  attrlbntes  in  ita  repobliosn  character; 
for,  wlule  the  son  of  a  sergeant  has  received  its 
Ughest  famora,  the  descendants  of  Governors, 
members  of  Congress,  and  other  prominent 
men,  are  sent  home  with  a  diploma  of  inca- 
pacity. \ 

And  now,  sir,  last,  not  least,  I  come  to  onr 
noble  selves.  Onr  compensation,  surely  not 
greater  than  onr  deserts,  must  be  reduced.  I 
can  approach  this  subject  with  a  clear  con- 
science, and  hold  up  at  the  bar  of  this  House  a 
pare  and  spotless  right  hand,  when  declaring, 
that,  daring  many  years  a  public  servuit,  not 
ooe  dollar  of  the  peopIe^s  money  has  enriched 
my  private  coffers.  The  average  pay  of  a 
■  ucmber  of  Oongress  is  abont  |1,100  a  year, 
out  of  which  must  be  defrayed  all  expenses 
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here  and  elsewhere.  In  the  Western  and 
Southern  States,  the  people  require  to  know 

Sersonally  the  candidate  who  asks  their  confi- 
ence ;  hence  it  becomes  his  duty  to  make  a 
tour  through  his  District;  and,  for  at  least 
three  mouus  previous  to  an  election,  he  is  em- 
ployed in  riding  his  circnit,  cultivating  their 
gooid  will ;  it  is  to  me  a  source  of  pleasure  and 
recreation :  so  industrionaly  have  I  pursued  it, 
that  there  are  but  few  persons  to  wlumi  I  am 
unknown ;  and  I  verily  believe  that  a  good  old 
horse,  who  has  eooompamed  me  in  two  oam- 
paiena,  woold,  if  a  saddle-bag  was  fixed  on  hla 
fiacE,  and  the  whip  oooaidonatly  applied,  pre- 
sent himself  in  regular  saccession,  at  every 
farmer's  door  in  Baltimore  Oonnty,  In  a  large 
double  district,  the  cost  of  about  100,000  tick- 
ets forms  a  considerable  item  of  expense ;  frcon 
which  it  is  indispensable  that  seven  or  eight 
thousand  votes  should  find  their  way  into  the 
ballot  boxes  to  secure  a  seat  here:  a  large 
allowance  must  be  made  for  wear  and  tear,  for 
many  are  literally  torn  up.  The  beni^i  spirit 
of  universal  religious  toleration  prevails  through- 
out this  h^py  land,  and  unmerons  temidea  of 
worship  to  me  Great  Snpreme,  rearing  thdr 
modest  headi^  even  in  the  wildemesa,  pro- 
claims the  increase  of  piety  and  reli^on.  To 
these,  oontribatiooB  are  liberally  made;  for 
charity,  like  mercy,  oovereth  a  multitude  of 
aoB,  and  the  Lord  loves  a  cheerful  giver. 
Thus,  the  people's  money  is  returned  to  the 
people ;  and  as  pecuniary  emolument  never  en- 
tered into  my  consideration  when  seeking  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  have  not  de- 
sired to  enrich  myself  by  compensation.  And 
Uiere  are  many  membera,  livin^j  more  remote 
than  myself^  whose  happiness  is  mtimately  con- 
nected with  thdr  donustio  idide,  who  are  in- 
dnoed  to  assent  to  a  Beparation  ftom  th^ 
families,  and  expend  here  thousands  more  than 
they  receive.  Once  convinced  that  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  nation  do  require  that  our  per  mem 
be  reduced,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  go  farther 
than  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky— I  will  vote  for  a  bill  which  shall  de- 
prive us  of  all  compensation,  from  this  day  to 
the  expiration  of  my  term ;  but  will  never  give 
my  assent  to  a  resolution  pronouncing  sentence 
of  condemnation,  until  proof  shall  be  adduced 
that  prodigality  and  extravagance  have  existed 
in  onr  Republic. 

Ur.  tCbbmkb  said,  that  it  had  been  witii  pride 
and  pleasure  that  he  heard  this  resolution 
when  it  was  first  offered.  He  had  r^oiced 
that  at  length  a  member  had  risen  in  his  plaoe, 
and,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  had  presented  sntdi 
a  resolution.  He  had  himself^  for  three  yeara 
past,  urged  it  upon  those  who  were  better 
qualified  than  himself  for  the  task,  to  bring 
forward  such  a  proposition.  It  was  with  no 
small  surprise,  ne  sfud,  that  be  heard  this 
proposition  now  assailed.  What  was  the  ques- 
tion ?  The  whole  amount  of  it  might  be  cen- 
tred in  the  compass  of  a  nut-shell.  The 
Oommittee  <ii  Ways  and  Afoana  m,  bj  tUs 
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reeolntionf  called  to  inquire  whether  a  re- 
trenchment may  not  be  made  in  the  ezpendi- 
tores  of  tliis  Government,  without  detriment 
to  tike  publio  good.  If  they  inquire  and  report 
to  tiie  House  that  no  retrenchiaent  can  be 
made,  be  it  bo.  But  the  impressiou  has  gone 
abroad,  that  we  old-fashioned  Bepublioans  are 

Stting  corrupt,  and  are  extravagant.  I  want 
know  whetiier  any  evil  can  remit  from 
(nderi^  such  an  inqairy  as  thist  Wbo  are 
wef  We  are  bat  men;  and  the  moiit  exalted 
of  our  meoies  are  stamped  with  imperfection 
flood  fi^li^.  It  is  well  known  that  unlawful 
longings  too  freqia«itly  mark  the  character  of 
men  in  power.  Does  any  one  doubt  that  the 
tmblic  expenaes  may  be  too  great,  when  they 
look  at  tne  march  of  private  extravagance? 
When  they  consider  the  evils  that  are  exhibited 
in  these  ten  miles  square  t  I  feel  regret  tliat 
such  an  example  should  be  set  at  the  seat  of 
Government.  If  it  were  confined  to  the  ten 
miles  flqoare,  he  ahonld  not  so  much  regret  it, 
but  the  fbnw  of  example,  in  this  Representa- 
tive BepabBo,  vas  most  pemiciotu,  Jlembers 
of  this  HoQse  witness  eontlnnally  the  extrava- 
gance which  is  engendered  here — they  insensi- 
bly imbibe  it,  and  carry  it  home  to  their  own 
neighborhoods.  A  Kepnblican  Goveniment 
may  be  safe,  so  long  as  its  main  stream  Is  kept 
in  purity.  But  when  the  main  stream  is  cor- 
rupted, all  the  tributary  streams  partake  of  its 
pollution,  till  at  length  it  spreads  like  an  incu- 
bus over  the  whole  land.  We  are  told  that  the 
salaries  of  our  public  officers  are  not  too  high, 
I  wish  to  see  them  reduced,  and  I  want  that 
the  officers  themselves  should  be  obliged  to  at- 
tend to  their  duty  within  their  offices.  I  don't 
want  to  furnish  them  with  ca^  to  travel 
through  the  land  and  make  dhuer  qweches.  I 
would  give  them  what  is  fidr  and  reasonable, 
but  would  encourage  no  extravagance.  I,  for 
one,  trust  that  the  resolution  will  at  least  go  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that 
we  shall  have  the  report  of  that  committee  as 
to  what  officers  can  have  their  salaries  cur- 
tailed ;  and  then,  I  trust  that  there  will  be  vir- 
tue and  firmness  enough  in  the  House  to  reduce 
the  salaries  of  all  to  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  BuohjlNas  said  he  could  oot  coacor  in 
opinion  with  the  gentlwnan  fix>m  Murland, 
(Mr.  Bakist,)  tliat  no  necessity  for  reform  ex- 
isted at  the  present  time.  On  the  contrary,  I 
believe  it  is  necessaix  that  all  the  pnblio 
penditnres  ^ould  be  subjected  to  a  most  ri^d 
examination.  That  abuses  do  exist,  which 
ought  to  be  remedied,  I  do  not  entertun  a  par- 
ticle of  doubt.  Whilst  this  is  my  deliberate 
conviction,  I  entirely  concur  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ruidolpb,)  that  this 
is  not  the  proper  penod  for  reform.  Our  duty 
at  present,  is,  to  transact  the  necessary  publio 
business  of  the  country,  and  to  go  home  as 
soon  as  we  can.  I  wUl  say,  however,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentncky,  (Mr.  Chiltost,)  that 
whoever  sh^  nndertake  the  work  of  reform, 
MDnot  Moompliah  his  purpose  by  •ach  a  reio- 


lution  as  that  now  before  the  House.  He  mult 
go  to  work  systematically.  He  must  p&tieDtly 
and  laboriously  ferret  out  oao  abase  after  tlie 
otlier,  himself,  instead  of  imposing  that  labor 
upon  others.  Such  a  task  cannot  be  perfonaed 
by  referring  a  general — an  unlimited  and  nnde- 
fined  resolution,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  uvd 
Means  at  this  period,  when,  I  tmst,  half  tbe 
•esrion  has  el^ied.  I  shonid  not  have  rnes, 
upon  tbe  pr««nt  occarion,  to  say  <»ie  w<»d,  did 
I  not  believe  tiiat  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  tba 
Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  imperiously  de- 
mands of  me  to  make  an  explanation  of  tbe 
duties  which  that  officer  performs.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Kentncky  (Mr.  CeiLTOii)  ncTtf 
could  have  invesUgated  the  subject,  when  be 
informed  the  House,  that  office  had  been  cre- 
ated fw  purposes  which  no  longer  exist  This 
office  was  created  in  March,  1817.  Its  duties 
originally  consisted  in  auditing  and  setttiog  aD 
the  accounts  connected  with  the  Departmentof 
State.  Tbeae  duties  embraced  all  the  accmmto 
relating  to  our  interconrse  with  fordgn  ulioDi. 
Biaeo  una  offiee  was  erMted.  those  duties  mine 
have  been  doabled.  The  Indepuideswe  vt 
Sonth  America  has  since  given  birth  to  a  new 
Bwann  of  Foreign  Ministers,  Diplomatic  Agentt, 
and  Consols  along  the  shores  both  of  tbe  eoatb- 
ern  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ocean.  Their  sooomits 
must  all  be  audited  by  this  officer. 

The  same  observation  is  applicable  to  tbe 
Bocotmts  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  Tbts 
officer  is  the  auditor  of  all  tbe  accounts  of  iQ 
the  poatmastors,  and  all  tbe  mail  coutrartw^ 
in  the  United  States.  The  new  energy  infnted 
into  this  Department,  by  the  excellent  officer 
now  at  its  head,*  has  greatly  extended  tbe  da- 
ties  of  the  Fifth  Auditor.  This,  however,  is 
far  from  being  tbe  a^regato  of  his  wrricei 
He  bos  been  tnade  a  kind  of  readnary  l^atee, 
of  aU  the  dutiea  which  other  officers  vf  tbe 
Government  could  not  ctmveniently  perforaL 
When  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the  Reve- 
nue was  abolished,  iu  1819,  the  FiAh  Anditor 
was  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tres*- 
nry  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  office.  M- 
though,  since  that  time,  there  have  been  do  in- 
temd  taxes  to  collect,  yet  thoee  gentiemen  who 
know  bow  difficult  it  is  to  wind  up  an  old  coo- 
cem,  will  readily  believe  that  tlw  duties  ioi- 
posed  vpaa  thia  oflSeer  have  been  nesriy  si 
ardnons  as  they  would  have  bew,  had  intanal 
taxation  cantinoed.  This  Ivanch  of  his  boa- 
nesB  has  entailed  upon  him  an  eztendve  ctwre- 
spondence  with  all  the  collectors  in  the  Felted 
States,  who  have  not  finally  closed  their  ac- 
counts— and  the  number  of  such,  e\'eii  at  this 
day,  is  not  small.  But  the  most  extraordioarj 
of  all  the  duties  which  has  been  imposed  upon 
this  officer,  is  that  which  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  devolved  uixn  him  in  1821* 
Although  never  bred  to  the  lawiL  ^ 
appointed  to  disohai^ge  duties  which  strictly 
and  properly  bekmg  to  the  office  of  Atton«y 
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General  of  the  United  States  Ever  stooe  that 
tioM,  be  faaa  Erected  and  snperintended  all  the 
Uwsnita  throDghont  the  Union,  in  whleh  the 
GoTeniment  have  been  concerned ;  and,  at  the 
praent  moment,  die  United  States  hare  np- 
wards  of  tihree  thoosand  lavsnits  depending. 

To  Aow  the  extent  and  the  ardaons  nature 
of  this  dnty,  I  would  remark,  that  the  then 
Becrettrj  of  the  Treasory,  who  was  never  sns- 
peeted  of  a  want  of  proper  economy — an 
offioer,  upon  the  pnrity  and  wisdom  of  whose 
official  eondnct  the  people  of  this  ooantry  have 
passed,  and  who  is  now  revered  in  his  retire- 
meat  by  every  patriot,  recommended  that  a 
penm  sfaonld  be  af^inted  for  the  aide  pnipoee 
ofattencUng  to  these  saits,  with  a  suary  of 
$2,600  per  anoara. 

It  therefore,  there  be  any  one  officer  in  this 
Govennnent,  whom  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky  onght  not  to  have  designated  as  useless, 
that  officer  is  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury. I  am  iost  now  reminded  by  gentlemen 
•roood  me,  that  this  officer,  in  addition  to  other 
burdens  imposed  upon  him,  has  the  charge  of 
all  the  light-houses  m  the  United  States. 

I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Haryland  (Ur.  Babhet)  before  I  take  my  seat 
I  im  prqwed  at  this  time,  and  tt  all  times,  to 
set  open  tiie  mbfeot  trf  rednrang  our  own  pay. 
Iq  relatioQ  to  thu  question,  I  formed  a  deliow- 
ate  i^ion  rix  years  ago,  which  my  experience 
mr  rinoe  has  served  to  strengthen  and  oon- 
flnn,  that  the  per  diem  allowaaoe  of  memlrara 
of  Congress  ought  to  be  reduced.  As  a  com- 
pcDsatioD  for  oar  loss  of  time,  it  is  at  present 
wholly  inadequate.  There  is  no  gwtleman  fit  to 
be  in  OoogrMS,  who  pursues  any  active  busi- 
ng at  home,  who  does  not  sustain  a  clear  loss 
bj  his  attendance  here.  If  we  consider  oar 
l«y,  with  reference  to  onr  necessary  iudividnal 
expenses,  it  is  too  much.  It  is  more  than  suffi- 
^t  to  cover  our  expenses.  X  believe  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  oonnti7  require  that  it 
shonld  be  reduced  to  a  sum  no  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  enable  us  to  live  comfortably  whilst 

are  here.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not,  like 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Basket,) 
gira  away  to  my  constitnents  my  per  diem 
allowaooe.  I  receive  it,  and  use  it  for  my  own  - 
IwDeSt.  It  seems  that  gentleman  uses  the  sur- 
plus of  his  pay,  in  displaying  his  liberality 
to  his  constituents ;  by  making  donations  to 
chnrches  and  charitable  institutions  at  the  pub- 
lic expense.  In  this  manner  he  may  use  it 
iDpst  effectually  for  his  own  advantage;  but 
■till  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  his  oonititnents, 
u  well  as  niiD&  would  be  quite  as  well  saUs- 
Kd,  if  tite  Bununa  were  allowed  to  remi^u  in 
the  Treasury,  for  the  beneflt  of  the  nation.  If 
toe  Qovemment  of  this  country  should  ever 
want  to  employ  almoners  to  distribute  their 
boan^,  the  litst  men  whom  the  people  shonld 
^lerire  to  employ  in  this  office,  woold  be  mem- 
bers of  OcHigresa,  It  might  be  dangerous  to 
tast  them  with  Ae  polonDanoe  <tf  lueh  a 
duty. 


Mr.  ICoDunn,  Chairman  of  tJie  OMnmittea 
of  Ways  and  Means,  sidd,  that  with  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  retrenchment,  as  a  member  ol 
that  committee,  he  felt  wholly  inoompetent  to 
express  any  definite  opinion,  but  he  would  sug> 
gest  to  the  mover  of  the  resolution  that,  if  he 
desired  to  effect  any  really  beneficial  object  In 
relation  to  this  matter,  the  proper  course  would 
be  to  introduce  a  series  of  resotntions  applying 
systematically  to  the  various  retrenchments  he 
widwd  to  effect,  and  have  them  referred  to  the 
appropriate  committees.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  already  enoambered 
with  bn^eas,  and  it  would  be  out  of  the  qoes- 
tioa  for  them  to  do  any  thing  like  Justioe  to 
such  an  inquiry,  which,  indeed,  he  did  not  con- 
sider as  ^ypropriate  to  that  committee.  Should 
the  resolutKm  pass  in  itspresent  form,  it  would 
send  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  a 
voyage  of  disoovery,  without  chart  or  compass. 
It  was  out  of  the  qnestion  to  expect  that  that 
oonmiittee  are  to  go  severally  to  the  different 
Departments,  and  there  make  minute  investi- 
gations as  to  the  duties  and  aalaiiea  <^  all  the 
officers  of  the  Government. 

Georgia  and  Florida  Boundarff  Lino. 

The  following  Mess^  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

7b  tMo  Smat$  and  Houae  of  JteprumitOlwu  ef  tju 
Vnittd  Siatet. 

WASBmenii,  2Sd  Ju.,  1BS8. 

By  Oe  report  of  the  Secretary  (rf*  War,  and  the 
doonments  from  that  DepsAnent,  exhiUted  to 
Congress  st  the  commenoemeDt  of  their  present 
sessioa,  they  were  advised  of  tha  measures  taken 
for  carrying  iato  executioa  the  act  of  4th  Hay, 
1826,  to  authorise  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  ran  and  mark  a  line  dividiog  Che  Terri* 
tory  of  Florida  from  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and  of 
their  onsncoessful  result.  I  now  transmit  to  Con- 
gress copies  of  commuttiestions  received  from  the 
Governor  of  Georgia,  reUting  to  that  subject. 

JOHN  QUINCT  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Hatnes,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  refbr  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Whttk,  of  Florida^  said  that  the  question 
submitted  to  Congress  in  the  Message  of  the 
Preudent  just  referred  to,  was  one  of  great 
importance  to  the  United  States,  and  of  still 
greater  to  the  Territory  of  Florida.  It  in- 
volved a  qnestion  of  boundary  which  they  sup- 
posed had  been  qpttled  long  since,  and  never 
expected  to  see  revived  a^aio.  Since  it  was 
introduoed  here,  however,  it  must  be  dispceed 
of;  aad  under  the  rules  of  the  Ilouse  it  was 
difficult  to  say  what  oommittee  had,  appropri- 
ately, the  cognizance  of  it  The  Comndttee  on 
the  Judiciary,  in  the  learning,  ability,  and  in- 
tegrity of  which  he  hod  the  utmost  confideoce, 
were  charged  with  the  consideration  of  all 
questions  involving  judicial  proceedings.  It 
was  obvious,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  there  was  no 
question  of  tiiat  nature  involved  is  this  matter. 
The  qneetions  to  be  investigated  had  arisen 
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tmder  three  treaties,  that  of  1788— of  17d6, 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  that 
of  the  -23d  of  Febmary,  1819 ;  and  although 
there  was  now  no  question  immediatelj  in 
reference  to  onr  foreign  relations^  it  neverthe- 
less referred  itself  to  uto  negotiations  and  rela- 
tions of  this  Government,  at  the  respective 
periods  of  the  ratifications  of  these  treaties; 
and  the  rights  of  each  party  growing  ont  of 
them,  naturally  inTolved  snch  inquiries  as  were 

Snerally  made  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
furs.  That  oommittee  bare  less  basiness 
befbre  them^  and  are  entirely  competent  to  pre- 
sent an  enhghtened  and  satisfiBctory  view  of 
the  Bul^Ject.  He  ahoold  not,  however,  more  a 
refarenoe  to  either  of  tbe  Standing  Commit- 
tees, for  two  reasons :  First,  because  it  did  not 
legitimately,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  belong 
to  either,  and,  secondly,  because  they  were  so 
much  occupied  by  subjects  previously  referred 
to  them,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain 
a  report  as  early  as  it  was  desirable.  He  pre- 
ferred that  it  should  go  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  he  thought  that  the  magnitude  of  the  ob- 
ject Justified  snch  a  disposition  of  it.  The 
claim  of  Georgia,  now  set  up  in  the  eommani- 
oatibna  of  the  Executive  m  that  State,  and 
teanamitted  by  the  Pre^oit,  embraces  a  tiwct 
of  ooontry  sovth  of  EUicot's  line  inelu&ng  fif- 
teen hundred  thousand  acres,  clumed  by  the 
United  States,  as  a  part  of  the  territory  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  of  1819  with  Spun ;  about 
mfjbt  himdred  sqoare  miles  of  which  has  been 
earreyed  and  ami  by  the  United  States,  and 
tiie  money  deported  in  the  public  Treasary. 
The  amount  of  property,  the  subject  of  juris- 
diction, the  uncertainty  of  titles,  and  the  sus- 
pension of  the  sales,  all  unite  to  render  it  de- 
drable  that  the  question  should  be  speedily  set- 
tied.  The  bill  which  passed  at  the  last  seesion 
was  rdbrred  to  the  Oommittee  of  Pablio  Lands. 
Xr.  W.  expnaaei  lUs  satisbetion  that^  in  mov- 
ing for  a  Select  Committee,  he  was  not  ani- 
mated by  any  desire  to  obtsdn  any  garbled  or 
one-sided  view  of  it.  It  was  Iraown  he  could 
not,  and,  if  he  could,  would  not,  sit  upon  it. 
If  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  send  it 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  the  rights  of  Florida  and  the  United 
States  would  be  ably,  faithfully,  and  impartially 
inTCstigated,  and  to  whatever  committee  re- 
ferred, he  should  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Wilde  said  he  should  always  trouble 
the  House  with  great  reluctance,  and  his  reluc- 
tance was  iniTMsed,  in  consequence  of  being 
obHged  to  differ ^m  the  gentieman  from  Flor- 
ida, in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  the  pro- 

nid  reference.  Such  subjects,  he  believed, 
usually  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Jndiciary.  A  question  of  similar  character 
took  that  course  during  the  last  session.  He 
was  sure  the  gentieman  from  Florida  desired 
only  what  he  himself  and  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  also  desired,  that  this  question 
diould  be  fully,  patientiy,  and  impartially  ez- 
iumned,  and  ju^  decided.    Their  fedings 


'  were  all  in  fbvor  of  the  prosperity  of  Florids; 
their  interests  led  them  to  wisli  her  eu-ly  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  at  the  earliest  period,  hi 
any  event,  the  titles  acquired  by  individuli 
from  either  Government,  within  the  disrated 
territory,  would,  he  presumed,  be  respected, 
and  jurisdiction  alone,  though  a  relinqnishmeDt 
of  it  was  forbidden  by  State  pride,  of  which  he 
had  as  much  as  any  one  else,  would  not  be  in- 
sisted on,  if  not  shown  to  l>e  the  right  of  Gew- 
gia.  She  took  more  prid^  he  trussed,  io  her 
justice,  than  in  her  junsdiction. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  referenoefo  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  he  would  ob- 
serve, tliat,  in  all  questions  of  this  deseriptiMi, 
it  is  not  only  important  that  jostioe  should  be 
done,  but  that  those  who  are  interested  ^old 
believe  it  has  been  done.  In  that  view  of  the 
subject,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  a  reference  to 
that  committee.  A  report  from  that  quarter, 
upon  another  matter,  did  not  satisfy  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgifi,  nor  increiue  their  dispositioa 
to  submit  any  question  connected  with  their 
interest  to  that  committee. 

He  did  not  propose  now  to  inquire  how  ftr 
their  distrust  was  well  or  ill  founded — ^it  was 
enough  for  his  purpose  that  it  existed.  As  to 
a  reference  to  a  Bueot  Cnnmittee,  he  waM- 
ered  ol^ectionable  such  a  motion,  when  the 
conflict  was  between  the  State  and  the  Union,  it 
was  suspicious.  It  was  like  a  motion  for  a 
oial  Jury,  in  a  case  where  the  crown  was  con- 
cerned. He  had  the  moet  entire  ccmfideooe 
that  no  advantage  in  the  selection  of  a  com- 
mittee was  soa^t  by  the  gentleman  from  JIot- 
ida.  He  was  sure  none  wonld,  in  any  eveot, 
be  obtained,  as  none  was  dedred,  on  eithw 
side.  The  subject  came,  he  oonndered,  witbia 
the  proper  duties  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
Their  zeal,  ability,  industry,  and  impartialitr, 
eommandea  entire  oonfldmee^  and  ndtiier  re- 
quired nor  admitted  of  enlo^um  fhnn  fain. 
Why,  tiien,  ahonU  this  inquirj  be  withdraws 
from  them  I 

Mr.  White  was  not  nnwilling  the  mattM' 
should  go  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  but 
three  days  since  that  committee  had,  at  tb«r 
own  request,  beeu  discharged  from  the  eonad- 
eration  of  a  question  involving  the  bouudarj 
between  Michigan  and  Illtnois.  Mr.  W.  hsd 
considered  the  question  as  virtually  aettied  laft 
year,  when  it  had  gone  to  the  Committee  ob 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOtra  (Chairman  of  tiie  Con* 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary)  made  some  statemeota 
in  reference  to  the  business  before  that  com- 
mittee being  already  suffidently  onerous. 

Mr.  GiLMBB  advocated  at  some  length  the 
reference  of  the  Message  to  that  ctHoniittee. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  any  hurry  in  the 
case,  and  it  might  turn  out  that  the  oltinude 
question  would  go  at  all  events  to  that  ootniDit- 
tee.  He  deprecated  any  but  the  usual  conrM 
in  this  affur^enied  that  the  snbiect  htd  sdt 
relation  to  our  correspondence  with  foreign  u- 
tionsf  and  insisted  on  the  pn^ety  oS  avwding 
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ev«7  thing  that  might  excite  raspicion  of  any 
jMT^lity  m  ti»  oonrae  wfait^  shmild  be  taken 
on  this  memoriaL  It  wu  yerj  well  known,  he 
*  Hud,  that  mnoh  excitement  had  grown  out  of 
fits  rdatlons  between  the  United  Statee  and  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  several  years  past.  This 
very  circumstance  made  it  the  more  important 
tiiat  any  bnsinesa  in  which  the  State  of  Oeor- 
was  interested,  ahonld  take  the  nsoal  course 
in  this  House.  He  was  opposed  to  any  refer- 
ence bat  to  a  Standing  Committee,  and  to  any 
putial  operation  which  might  be  produced 
upon  tiie  decision  of  the  inject  1^  ua  refer* 
ence  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Hatiw  remarked  that,  although  the 
question  embraced  by  this  controversy  did 
■rise,  as  stated,  out  of  the  treaty  between  the 
tttited  States  and  Spain,  yet,  the  United  States 
BOW  oooupy,  as  to  (Georgia,  the  porition,  in 
reference  to  tiiis  questiMi,  which  Spain  former- 
ly did :  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  sort  of 
propriety  in  giving  the  su^eot,  as  now  pre- 
sented, a  direction  to  the  Committee  of  For- 
oeu  Kelations. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  referring  the 
UessBge  to  the  Committee  on  the  Julioiuy, 
and  dedded  in  the  afflnnative. 


Tbitbsdat,  January  24, 
BetrmekMMt. 
The  House  resomed  the  oondderalion  of  tlie 
resolDtionB  mored  by  Mt.  Oawmx  on  the  Slat 
January. 

Hr.  BunraLFH  said,  when  the  gentleman 
from  S.  Carolina  withdrew  his  motion  yester* 
^y,  to  lay  t&is  resolution  on  &e  table,  I  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  renewing  it.  But,  under- 
standing tiiot  he  had  not  withdrawn  it,  I  did  not 
because  I  could  not  renew  it.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  with  that  courtesy  and 
comity  which  we  all  ought  to  show  to  one 
uother,  did,  snbseq^uently,  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
geuflenian  who  moved  it,  and  who  haa  nowjust 
taken  hia  seat,  to  make  explanations.  That 
qiportanitr  having  been  ample,  I  ahonld  be 
content  to  let  the  matter  pass,  but  that  I  feel 
niyself  pledged  (to  use  an  expression  which, 
w>ngh  parliamentary,  is  not  strictly  gram- 
matical) to  the  cause  of  retrenchment.  I  shall 
My  a  few,  a  very  few  words,  in  order  to  explain 
the  cours*)  I  am  about  to  take,  and  which,  other- 
wise, might  appear  to  militate  against  that 
eanse.  Sir,  I  do  believe,  that  retrenchment  ia 
required,  both  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
country,  and  by  the  voice  o£  the  public.  I 
concur  heartily  with  the  gentJemnn  fh)m  Penn- 
sylvania, on  my  left,  (Hr.  BironANAK,)  in  all  he 
advanced,  (in  as  far  as  that  went.)  I  am  clearly 
of  opinion  that  this  is  a  ease  la  which  reforma- 
tion, like  charity,  (I  mean  modem  charity,) 
wguis  at  hom&— «t  least  it  ought  to  b^n  at 
iiome.  I  have  long  Iwen  of  opinion,  that  no 
economical  Oovemment  could  ever  inhabit  such 
a  House  as  this;  I  do  believe  wo  never  shall 


[EL  OT  R. 

have  an  economical  Government  in  such  an 
estahlii^ment  as  the  mesent.  This,  however, 
may  be  a  peculiar  opinion  of  mine.  Yea,  sir, 
roformadon  must  begin  aJi  home.  I  do  not 
mean  in  our  own  eases  as  mraabm — am  not 
going  to  start  the  per  diem  question — God 
forbid  I  We  had  enough  of  that  when  we  sat 
in  tiie  brick  building,  over  the  way,  (where  I 
should  be  very  glad  we  sat  now.)  I  believe, 
sir,  that  whatever  ahuscM  may  exi^  elsewhere, 
we  can  go  with  them,  pari  pamt,  at  home,  and 
show  an  equal  case  of  abuse.  But,  air,  this  is 
not  "  the  accepted  time  " — and  in  saying  thia,  I 
do  not  speak  in  the  words  of  some  of  the 
orators  over  the  water,  who  never  will  find  an 
*'  Accepted  time  "  for  parliamentary  or  eoono- 
mtcal  reform.  Evwy  ^inrt  that  is  made  no^ 
will  only  reoc^  on  those  who  make  It— will 
ii^ure  the  oause,  not  forther  it.  One  of  the 
greatest  men  and  best  patriots  that  ever 
lived,  I  mean  John  Be  Witt,  when  asked  how 
he  managed  to  get  through  so  much  bBsinesa, 
replied,  that  he  managed  it "  by  doing  one  thing 
at  a  time."  Now,  sir,  I  believe  that  we  have 
*'  one  thing  needfol"  to  do,  and  I  am  for  doing 
it  I  will  not  indicate  further  than  I  have  done, 
what  that  "  one  thing  "  is.  I  say,  let  na  bring 
to  bear  upon  that  object  the  whole  of  onr 
strength,  m  our  rays,  light  and  heat,  into  one 
focus.  Sir,  we  know  that  even  Hr.  J effersm,  in 
his  highest  and  most  palmy  state,  oonld  not 
sDOoeu  in  obtain  reforms  he  wished  to  intro- 
duce. And  why,  rirl  Beoanse  there  was  % 
countervailing  under-current,  too  strong  even 
for  him  to  stem. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  wish  not  to  add  another  to  the 
nnml>er  of  resolutions  which  are  to  be  taken  up 
regularly  every  morning  —debated  for  an  hour 
throughout  the  session,  and,  at  the  end  of  it 
left  unfinished,  with  the  unfinished  speech  of 
some  gentleman  by  the  side  of  them ;  and  this 
resolution  will  infallibly  take  that  course,  unleaa 
you  revise  your  rules  and  orders,  or  unless  the 
House  will  Join  me  in  a  motion  I  am  going  to 
make,  ffir,  I  will  not  enter  upon  one  ot  the 
subjects  rdierred  to  in  the  resolution,  ferther 
than  to  8»  one  word  In  respect  to  the  school 
at  West  Fomt  Sir,  that  school  is  s  oontriv- 
anee  to  educate  the  sons  of  the  rich  at  the 
expense  of  the  poor.  But  I  will  not,  by  farther 
entering  Into  the  subject,  bring  all  that  foroe 
to  operate  against  me,  which  I  know  to  be 
enlisted  in  defence  of  that  Institntion.  I  am 
for  doing  one  thing  at  a  time — but  it  is  never- 
theless true,  that  every  poor  man  in  this  country 
who  buys  a  pound  of  sugar,  a  peck  of  salt,  or 
as  much  iron  as  will  point  his  ploughshare,  can 
proudly  say  to  any  one  of  the  cadets  from  West 
Point,  "you  were  educated  at  my  expense." 
ifes,  sir,  he  oan  s^y  Hiis^  and  how  would  the 
young  man  feel  onder  snoh  circumstanoest 
Certunly  as  I  would  not  feel  for  any  considerax 
tion  that  can  be  named. 

I  had  rather  that  a  son  of  mine  should  be 
obliged  to  make  his  mark,  for  want  of  knowing 
how  to  write,  than  that,  while  his  father  was 
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oqiable  of  bearing  all  die  neoesnry  ohargea,  he 
■honld  be  educated  at  tiie  pnblio  ezpeiue.  Sir, 
ImakenorefleotifRu:  for  the  only  man  I  ever 
knew,  who  was  educated  tinder  snob  circomstan- 
eeo^  is  as  estimable,  as  worthy,  and  as  tme  a  man 
as  any  tiiat  lives.  I  never  knew  bnt  one.  Sir,  it 
Is  JuBt  as  easy,  that  two  bodies  ahonld  occupy 
the  same  space,  as  that  all  these  irons  should  be 
in  the  fire  at  the  same  time,  and  none  of  them 
ahoold  bom.  As  long  as  we  have  this  dead 
weight  against  us,  reformation  is  impossible. 
I  defy  the  committees  to  acoompllsh  any  thiog — 
yon  may  tnm  them  ail  into  the  Departments 
and  they  wilt  do  nothing ;  and  when  I  say  this, 
do  I  mean  to  oast  any  persmial  reflections? 
Oertdnly  not-^iot  at  all,  nr— I  have  already 
said  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  even  in  his  highest  and 
moat  palmy  state,  was  baffled  in  the  attempt 
Sir,  there  are  certain  interests  here  which  were 
too  strong  for  him — they  are  stnniger  than  the 
President  and  stronger  than  the  people, 

Mr.  CnLPSFBS  st^d  be  ahoatd  vote  against  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
becaose  it  does  not  go  to  the  ftill  extent,  if  any 
reform  be  necessary ;  bnt  he  shonld  vote  for 
the  resolntion  of  the  gentieman  from  Ken- 
tucky, with  the  hope  that  he  would  not  stop  at, 
or  be  content  with  the  reference  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  parsoe  it  to  some  practical  result 
AndIwmpledgemy8elf(saidlfr.O.)togowith 
ib»  gentleman  Hie  fall  length.  ^  to  the 
xemarka  <tf  the  gentleman  tram  Pennsylvama, 
that  wo  shonld  begin  with  a  rednotiw  of  cor 
own  oompeuBation,  I  do  not  agree  with  him. 
He  says  that  the  per  diem  ailowance  to  mem- 
bers » too  low  to  compensate  for  our  loss  of 
time,  though  more  than  sufficient  for  our  sup- 
port while  nere.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  I  have  not 
patriotism  enough  to  devote  my  time  to  the 
public  for  a  bare  support.  My  family  are  to  be 
provided  for,  and  I  snail  vote  for  the  compensa- 
tion I  deem  just,  and  use  my  wages  to  support 
myself  to  my  debt^  to  snpprat  my  fiunily, 
&a,  just  as  I  wonld  the  avails  of  my  labor  on 
my  mrm,  or  anywhere  else :  and  I  deem  eight 
dtulars  about  a  proper  compensation,  and  I  shall 
never  vote  for  less,  for  fear  that  that  compensa- 
tion may  end  the  8d  March,  &&  But  the 

Sntleman  entresses  a  hope  that  we  have  passed 
e  middle  of  the  sesnon.  Passed  the  middle 
of  the  session f  And  what  have  we  done? 
We  have  passed  one  hill  to  appropriate  money  to 
pay  our  own  salaries ;  and  if  we  are  to  progress 
in  the  same  way,  judging  of  our  progress  in  ftiture 
from  the  past,  we  shall  pass  one  more  bill ;  and 
what  bill  IS  that  to  be  ?  Not  the  tariff,  I  pre- 
sume :  for  though  many  gentlemen  are  anxious 
for  the  passage  of  that  bill,  yet  the  res(dntion 
aotiioririog  the  omnmittee  to  send  for  persons, 
fta,  has,  I  expect,  put  the  pBSsage  of  that  Inll  ont 
of  dispute,  if  we  are  to  rise  the  8d  of  March. 
Yes,  sir,  ute  bill  on  that  subject,  if  not  defonct, 
is  rocked  to  sleep  for  the  presmt,  if  we  are  to 
have  a  short  aesmon.  Before  I  sit  down,  I  will 
anggest  to  the  gentleman,  if  he  desires  reform, 
to  amend  his  reacdntionf  and  refer  the  eolfjeot  of 


it  to  ft  Select  Cranmittee,  and  not  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  when  the  committee  has 
infivmed  us,  and  no  donbt  hwieetly,  that  tb^ 
cannot  have  time  to  mdce  the  inquiry.  Send  it, 
sir,  to  a  Select  Committee — ^let  the  snl^eet 
be  fully  investigated,  and  I  will  go  all  lengths 
with  the  gentleman  in  hia  prt^rees  towards 
reform  and  retrenchment,  i£  any  shall  be 
proved  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  as  this  thing  is  to  be 
gone  into,  so  far  from  having  reached  the  mid- 
dle of  the  session,  I  fear  we  have  only  began 
it.  I  had  hoped  that,  instead  of  being  half 
way,  we  were  two-thirds  through  it  I  do  not 
know  what  more  the  public  g|M>d  imperiouly 
requires,  that  Is  now  attaiBaolc^  than  that  we 
should  pass  the  other  i^fwopriation  IhUs|  and 
then  a4}onm.  I  ahall  vote  against  the  anumd- 
ment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr,  Tatlob,)  but  I  shall  not,  therefore, 
vote  in  fisTor  of  the  resolnttons  of  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Chilton.)  I  cannot 
agree  in  sending  the  resolntion  to  Uie  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  one  reason  is, 
that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  has  very 
truly  told  us,  that  he  would  be  sent  without 
chart  or  compass,  n^n  a  voyage  of  disovery, 
to  find  out  a  terra  tncognita  ;  but,  if  adopted, 
I  will  join  in  srading  it  to  a  Select  Committee^ 
knowing  from  what  has  passed,  how  that  «wd- 
mittee  will  be  ^>dnted — ahonld  not  ai^ 
knowing,  bnt  rather,  being  able  to  antidpstek 
from  the  usage  of  the  House  in  all  anch  casesi 
If  this  subject  is  to  be  brought  up,  I  hope  it 
will  be  thoroughly  probed ;  and  the  only  way 
thoroughly  to  probe  it,  will  be,  to  have  the 
discussion,  first,  here,  on  the  general  princij^ 
of  reform.  Let  gentlemen  here — in  this  House 
— determine  whether  they  will  retren<^  and 
then  point  out  what  offices  can  be  spared,  and 
what  salaries  can  be  reduced.  Sir,  any  move- 
ment at  this  time,  affecting  great  intereats  and 
classes  of  men,  was  what  I  d^recated  when 
my  very  worthy  and  most  reepeetaUe  ooDe^oe 
(Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub)  Innngfat  in  bis  resdnticn 
on  the  subject  of  the  Government  Stock  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  wludi, 
although  the  House  refused  to  put  upon  the 
table,  finally  obtuned  but  nine  votes  in  its 
fovor.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  s^,  here  in  my 
place,  that  the  expenses  of  this  Government  are 
too  high,  that  they  onght  to  be  reduced,  and 
that,  as  soon  as  such  a  thing  is  practicable,  I  am 
ready  to  join  heart  and  band  in  its  accomplish- 
ment Sir,  I  will  specif  one  or  two  particnlan. 
The  present  salary  of  the  President  of  the 
IFnited  States^  and  I  hope  no  gentleman  will 
understand  me  as  wishing  to  hava  it  increased, 
has  remained  where  it  now  is  vwvt  since  it  was 
appointed,  hard  upon  forty  years  ago.  What 
(Mher  sslary  under  this  Govonment  is  in  the 
same  situation f  Is  there  <me  other?  When 
by  the  improvidence,  imprudent  conduct,  of  the 
men  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  and 
cf  the  Councils  of  this  House,  under  their 
Mii^Ms^  the  wbid«  country  was  dduged  with 
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paper  money — ^wben  the  people  of  the  United 
States  were  broarbt  to  this  pass  that  their 
trostees  exofaansea  their  notes,  bottomed  npon 
every  foot  of  land  and  upon  every  ahiUing's 
worUi  of  prodaotire  labor  of  the  ooontry, 
agunst  the  ootea  of  oertun  oorporationa ;  yes, 
exchanged  their  own  notes,  bearing  interest,  for 
the  notes  of  those  corporations,  bearing  no 
iDterest — when  they  agreed  to  allow  a  bonuj  on 
l^e  nominal  amount  of  theae  bank  notes,  eqnal 
to  nearly  twenty,  eertoinly  exoeedlng  ten  per 
cent — ^when  towoeo  was  worth  forty  dollars 
per  hondnd,  for  ch^rfce  crops — wluni  cotton 
v«s  worth  thirty  dollars;  and  for  a  nngle 
■lave,  a  common  field  hand,  were  paid,  to 
my  certain  knowledge,  twelve  handrea  dollars 
—when  land  was  at  a  price  which  b^gars 
aQ  belief^  Qf  that  prioe  had  not  been  paid  in 
worthless  trash,  for  the  land  was,  in  fact, 
cheapen  than  it  is  now) — ^then,  Ar,  the  saliiries 
of  all  the  officers  of  this  Government  were 
rused.  I  will  point  to  one,  (abtitiwddia,)  that 
of  the  Attorney-General.  It  commenced,  I 
believe,  with  $1,200,  becaose  it  was  oonudered 
Uiat  the  very  office  itself  was  a  great  remuner- 
itii«L  ^oe  then  it  haa  been  rabed,  I  know 
not  how  often.  So  all  the  salaries  have  been 
in(»«ased.  Sir,  have  any  been  diminidiedt 
I  believe  not  one-^ot  one  to  my  knowledge. 
It  is  easy  to  talk  about  '*  a  certain  style  of 
living,"  and  about  the  dignity  which  becomes 
the  officers  of  this  Government.  Sir,  we  may 
swell  like  the  poor  frog  in  the  feble,  till  we 
barst,  but  we  cannot  etjual  tlie  style  or  splendor 
of  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  And 
we  never  shall  be  able  to  equal  them,  until  our 
people  shall  be  reduced  to  the  same  state  of 
miser;  with  their  people.  Digni^  consists  in 
sdoptiDg  the  style  of  onr  living  to  the  means 
we  have  to  live  on.  It  never  did  consist  in 
expense  and  pageantry,  espedolly  in  a  Gbvem- 
meat  having  even  the  semblsnoe  of  Republic- 
laism.  Oigni^,  Uke  happiness,  resides  in  the 
mind— it  is  in  ute  man,  and  you  cannot  give  it 
by  any  station.  Sir,  there  was  ss  moak  true 
digidty  in  Fabricius — ^Uiere  is  now  ss  much  true 
dignity  in  Fabricius,  as  there  ever  was  in 
Lonia  XIV. — the  grande  immarque^  who  was 
never  seen,  even  by  his  taUt  de  ehanibre,  with- 
ont  the  paraphernalia  of  his  enormoos  wig — 
eomptit  Curium  eapillit ;  yes,  sir,  there  was  as 
much  dignity  in  the  American  Caiius  Dentatus, 
I  mean  Roger  Sherman,  as  in  any  of  the  Am- 
bassadors which  his  most  Ohristiaa  Miyesty 
thought  fit  to  send  to  us,  then  his  very  great, 
dew  allies.  , 

Sir,  whenever  money  is  plenty,  and  every 
thing  is  at  the  highest  price,  that  price  forms 
a  very  good  reason  why  salaries  must  be  raised. 
And  when  all  things  have  Callen,  and  the  price 
is  depreciated,  for  aught  I  know,  90  per  cent., 
vhy  then,  sir,  the  times  are  so  hard  that  salaries 
^nnot  be  reanced,  bat,  on  the  contrary,  should 
be  r^aed.  So,  in  reference  to  the  emolument 
of  Qovemment,  that  happens  which  happens 
in  oertahi  oUwr  institiitions  where  the  DirectorSi 
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the  Oashiers,  and  the  Presidents,  take  good 
care  of  themselves,  but  are  quite  regardless  of 
the  Stockholders.  Sir,  In  this  Government,  the 
people  are  the  Stockholders,  and  all  I  look  at,  in 
any  public  man,  is,  whether  he  is  for  the  Stock- 
holders,  or  for  the  Directors.  This  is  my  test, 
my  touchstone.  Yes,  sir,  when  all  things  are 
dear,  salaries  must  be  rused  because  they  are 
dear ;  when  all  things  are  cheap,  still  suaries 
must  be  nuaed,  because  the  cheapness  of  eveiy 
tiling  shows  the  sovoity  of  mon«y,  and  that 
the  lames  are  hard.  So,  ^r,  to  use  cme  of  mr 
homely  phrases,  and  that  language  is  understood 
by  the  people,  snd  is  the  onlj  langnage  I  will 
ever  use  when  speaking  to  them — the  game 
amonnts  to  this:  Gross,  the  people  lose;  and 
Pile,  their  rulers  win.  Sir,  I  wish  to  know,  if 
the  offices  of  this  Government  were  filled  with 
less  able  men,  when  Jefferson  was  in  the 
Department  of  St^,  Hamilton  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury,  Knox,  aye,  sir,  Knox,  in  the 
Department  of  War,  and  Bradford  was  Attor* 
ney-G^eral,  than  they  are  now  t  Were  our 
.  officers,  with  about  one-half  the  present  salary, 
less  dignified  then,  than  they  are  now,  with 
doable  the  amount  f  I  wish  to  know  u  that 
(I  was  going  to  say)  unrivalled  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States,  has  any  more  dignity  now, 
when  his  salary  is  $6,000,  than  he  had  when  it 
was  $4,000  r  Or  whether  bis  associates  ar« 
more  dignified  now  they  get  $4,000,  than  they 
were  when  the  salary  was  but  $8,500  ?  They  are 
the  same  men,  they  perform  the  same  services, 
and  with  the  same  ability  and  integrity.  Sir,  I 
did  not  intend  to  trespass  on  the  House  so  long 
as  I  have  done,  but  out  of  the  fulness  of  my  heart 
I  have  spoken.  Sir,  I  believe  that  the  country  I 
live  in  is  quite  as  well  off  as  any  of  those  adjacent 
to  it,  aod  this  may,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  the  fact 
of  its  being  too  far  removed  from  any  Bank, 
from  this  Pandora^s  box,  for  us  to  receive  onr 
full  portion  of  its  blessings,  which,  Uke  those 
of  the  evil  spirits,  are  curses.  But,  ur,  there  is 
hsrdly  a  man  in  ue  sphere  of  my  knowledge, 
who  makes  one  per  cent,  iqxm  the  value  of  his 
plantation  and  stock.  For  me  saeh,  I  can  shSw 
yon  twenty  persons  whose  aoounnt  of  profit 
and  loss,  if  they  keep  any,  will  exhibit  a 
balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  Ledger.  Sir, 
the  country  is  in  an  unexampled  state.  I  can 
remember  nothing  like  it,  though  I  remember 
well  when  Lord  Oomwallis  passed  trinmphantly 
through  the  Sonth,  carrying  all  befora  him, 
before  the  battle  of  Guildford.  I  remember 
well  the  peace  of  ^83,  and  even  then,  when  we 
had  nothing  like  this  state  of  things,  although 
Uie  paper  money  of  that  day  did  its  office,  wa 
had  a  tbrty  shilling  year  for  tobacco,  and  flfte«i 
and  twenty  shillings  years  for  many  years 
thereafter ;  and  yet  even  then  the  times  were 
not  like  these.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  planter 
within  the  sphere  of  my  knowledge,  or  not  a 
fanner  if  you  please,  with  no  other  resource  but 
his  farm,  who  has  one  shilling  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  even  though  he  may  not  have  spent,  in 
the  ooorse  of  it,  one  shilling  on  himself  The 
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txpeaeem  swaUoir  np  all  the  profits,  and,  in 
most  cases,  far  exceed  them.  And  why  is 
thbf  Sit,  we  h&ve  been  legislated  Into  this 
thing — would  to  Qod,  we  oomd  be  le^alated 
out  of  it  again— ^UeUU  dmamu  Awrni.  Aye, 
rir,  bnt  the  return  retoeare  gradvm  ruperatgug 
enadere  ad  avraa  hie  labor,  hoe  opvM  Mt.  Sir, 
we  have  been  impoTeriahed  till  we  have  scarce 
enoogh  of  spirit  left  to  act  like  men.  Tet  we 
hear  that  the  expenses  of  this  Goremment  are 
only  snch  as  comport  with  the  dignity — ^yes,  sir, 
the  dignity  of  a  poor  man  with  a  sheriff  at  his 
back — SQoh  as  oomport  with  the  dignity  of  this 
great  Uetn^lis.  The  dignity,  sir,  of  vainly 
endeaToring  to  rival  the  BepresentattTes  m 
Atitoorats  and  Kings,  Instead  of  exeniung 
Indostry  and  Economy.  Bat  when  I  say 
economy,  I  do  not  mean  merely  the  economy 
of  lopping  off.  X  know  very  well,  sir,  that 
eeonomy  is  one  thln^  and  parsimony  is  qnite 
another.  Bnt  I  woofd  conple  Industry  with 
frugality,  and  associate  it  with  all  ^e  domestic 
virtnes.  Bat  no,  sir,  onr  sons  mast  be  edncated 
at  the  public  expense,  and  when  the  people  are 
in  distress  we  mast  look  from  their  own  or  oar . 
improTidecce  for  some  canal,  or  some  road,  or 
some  woollen  manufactory,  to  any  thing  for 
relief— but  indiuti7  and  self^deniat— and  to 
ascribe  the  disease  to  any  thins  but  the  trne 
oanie,  onwiae  le^dalion  and  prtMigaHty.  And 
when  I  say  tiiis,  eHr,  I  dtm't  mean  to  exempt  the 
States  from  the  chiuige.  No,  sir,  not  at  ul.  I 
do  not  mean  to  exempt  Virginia,  and  I  will 
never  vote  for  a  man  to  represent  me  in  her 
Legislature,  who  will  not  there  vote  for  short 
sessions  and  low  taxes.  And  if  it  becomes 
necessary,  as  it  never  yet  has  been,  I  will  tarn 
oat,  sir,  and  electioneer  agunst  him  upon  these 
veiy  grounds. 

"niat  is  a  good  Gtovemment  which  takes  from 
the  ^ple  nothing  ^t  it  can  spare.  I  mean 
nothing  that  the  Government  can  do  without. 
I  would  always  |pve  die  reqninte  sai^lies. 
Tea,  sir,  I  woidd  not  stop  the  snpidiea  nnlesa 
the  Government  refliaed  to  redreas  grievances ; 
bnt,  if  it  did,  I  would  follow  the  example  of 
those  very  ancestors  who  are  now  quoted  on 
the  other  side.  Yes,  sir,  I  would  then  stop  l^e 
Bupplies.  I  would  not  hesitate  to  vote  against 
any  item  in  an  appropriation  bill ;  yes,  sir,  and 
ag^nst  the  appropriation  bill  itself  if  I  could  get 
at  my  object  in  no  other  way.  Su-,  we  are  the 
keepers  of  the  people^s  money,  and  what  other 
function  can  be  so  important  ?  If  yoo  let  me 
have  the  keeping  of  yoar  money,  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  he  discharged  from  the  castody  of 
your  person  and  t^e  protection  of  your  wife 
and  onildreo.  Soeh  a  rtate  of  things  would 
benefit  me  much  more  than  if  jon  were  an 
Ethiopian.   Sir,  look  at  the  condition  of  other 

Cple.  Look  at  the  state  of  the  Irish,  that 
ve,  honest,  gallant,  warm-hearted  people, 
(too  warm-hearted,  I  grant  you,  sometimes, 
when  their  hearts  s^  too  fast  for  their  heads.) 
They  are  the  most  oppressed  of  the  human 
race.  I  make  no  exceptum,  ^ ;  no,  none  alL 


But  do  I  take  part  with  th^oppreesont  Fir 
from  it.  Look  attfaepec^  of  En^and.  ItA 
the  House  to  turn  their  eyes  to  the  lea^iirt  iGl«i 
And,  sir,  I  hesitate  not  to  acknowledge  tbat  I 
feel  towards  tiiat  country  as  a  Greek  of  &jnca99 
would  feel  towards  Peloponnesus.  The  FreDcb, 
indeed^  ara  not  so  badly  off,  yet  many  of  them 
are  extremely  wretched,  if  that  can  be  calkd 
an  extreme  which,  like  Milton's  fire,  hss  u 
extreme  still  more  fierce  beyond  it.  Ycm 
see  there  the  same  empiricism,  the  lanie 
Charlatemerie  that  we  see  hen.  There  is,  at 
this  moment,  witlun  three  miles  of  St^  St^en^ 
Chapel,  more  misery  and  more  vice  than  exiits 
tm  the  whole  «f  Horth  America,  the  Test 
Indies  induded.  And  what  is  w»  can,  M 
The  philanthropists,  instead  of  ferreting  oat  that 
which  is  immediately  under  thMr  ooees,  or 
rather  which  they  are  glad  to  stop  their  noses 
to  avidd,  occupy  themselves  in  taking  can  ot 
the  slaves  of  Mr.  Watson  Taylor,  Mr.  Beckford, 
Mr.  Hibbert,  and  other  West  India  genUemen, 
whose  condition,  in  comparison  with  the 
eanaiUe  of  St  Giles's,  St  Paul's,  Westminster, 
and  other  quarters  of  London,  is  a  conditi<xi  of 
independence,  virtue,  and  happiness.  The 
misery  before  their  eyes  they  camiotaee— tlieir 
philanthropy  acts  oidy  at  a  dirtanee.  (1  will 
not  say  only,  fur  thtta  are  flomeveiy  good  nuo, 
no  doubt,  who  do  relieve  the  safibriui  at  home.) 
Their  pUlanthropy  acts  only  thnra^  Qtdtr  mn, 
and  not  through  their  eyes — they  reverse  tlio 
Horatian  maxim,  tbat  what  a  man  sees  affects 
him  more  than  what  he  hears.  Su*,  there  are 
laaaroni — used  the  word  becuise  they  an 
so — there  are  laaaroni  all  over  Europe,  and  I  am 
far  from  sure  that  we  ah  all  not  have  some  of 
them  here — ^they  were  laaaroni  raly  who  took 
up  arms  in  defence  of  Naples — staray  beggars^ 
if  you  please — sturdy  dogs — ^but  as  far  above 
the  condition  of  the  oppressed  peasant^  of 
Ireland  in  food  and  raimmt  as  a  slave  here  ii 
above  tiie  oonditioa  of  a  ajave  in  tiw  Wi^ 
Indies. 

Sir,  I  am  very  sensible  that  I  have  wandered 
somewhat  from  the  pcHnt  in  debate— aedoccd, 
probably,  by  that  very  kind  attrition  whieb 
the  House  has  accorded  to  me.  If  there  b  any 
gentleman  who  thinks  I  have  said  too  much— 
that  I  have  said  what  I  ought  not  to  say,  or,  not 
as  I  ought  to  have  said  it — let  such  gentleman 
remember  that  it  has  not  been  owiu  to  me  tbat 
this  subject  is  here.  For  myseir,  I  should  be 
satisfied  if  we  could  pass  the  other  appropria- 
tion bill,  and  then  go  home.  I  hope  we  shsO 
paaanpon  snch  salaries  as  are  to  be  aboliihed  cr 
retrmobed  here,  in  Uils  House,  and  ncrt  sofl^ 
the  sulgeet  to  go  to  a  committee  at  all,  nntil 
we  shall  have  settled  the  principle.  I  am  in  favor 
neither  of  the  amendment,  nor  of  the  resolu- 
tion. I  shall  vote  against  both.  If  we  are 
of  opinion  that  any  officer  of  the  Govemnent 
receives  too  much  salM^,  why  must  we  sepd 
one  of  our  committees  on  a  voyage  of  di»* 
coveiy,  or  rather  of  und  iscovety— -for  they  caa 
and  will  discover  nothing. 
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SiTf  I  thall  add  no  more  at  present.  I 
htTO  many  and  heavy  tiling  to  aaj — lu^  mat- 
ter, sir — when  the  proper  tune  iluul  oome ;  bat 
I  reserve  it  until  then. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  said :  If  I  nnder- 
atand  the  object  of  the  mover  of  the  resolation, 
it  is  to  abolish  useless  offices,  to  reduce  extrav- 
agant salaries,  and  to  supply  the  savinp  to  the 

Epnent  the  debt.  That  oljeet  is  oistiDctly 
pt  in  view  by  my  amendmoit,  without  en- 
eonntering  the  oltjectionable  features  of  the 
niginal  neolnticoi.  Whatever  shall  be  saved 
by  retrenchment  under  the  existing  laws,  mast 
be  applied  to  pay  our  debts.  At  the  close  of  the 
last  war,  the  party  which  had  declared  it,  and 
had  carried  the  country  succesfully  through  its 
perils,  considered  its  work  but  half  done,  until 
jvovinon  was  made  to  relieve  the  country  from 
the  burden  it  had  left  on  our  shoulders.  Oardebt 
at  that  time  exceeded  130  millions  of  dollars. 
For  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and 
the  gradual  roimbursemeut  of  the  principal,  a 
nukhig  fand  was  established,  which,  in  its  reg- 
ular operation,  has  pud  the  tntwest^  and  al- 
ready reduced  the  principal  of  that  debt  to 
66  millions  /  of  dollars.  Kot  only  have  the 
pledged  ten  millions  been  thus  applied,  but  also 
all  uie  surpluses  which  remainra  in  the  Treas- 
ury, over  and  above  the  sum  limited  by  law. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  p^iod,  said  Mr.  T., 
during  the  last  Administration,  when  the  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury  was  such,  that  it  could 
not  regularly  pay  to  the  Commiasiouera  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  the  anyial  ten  millions.  The 
iH>pr<^riatioDS  remuned  a  charge  upon  the 
Treasury,  and  although  loans,  to  the  amount  of 
•evend  nulliona,  were  authorized,  and  neootiated, 
the  Treasury  still  remained  debtor  to  the  Com- 
misnonera.  It  was  in  this  condition  of  the 
country,  when,  on  the  one  hand,  ve  were  in- 
creasing our  debt  by  loans  from  banks  and  in- 
■hvidufds,  and,  on  the  other,  not  paying  our  debt 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  that  the  reformera,  the 
nueh-abuaed  radicals,  of  whom,  said  Ur.  T.,  I 
was  one,  succeeded  in  reducing  the  army  rank 
and  file,  from  10^00  to  6,000  men,  and  dis- 
banding useless  officers.  This  operation  saved 
about  a  million  a  year,  which  has  already 
amounted  to  seven  or  eight  millions,  without 
the  least  ixyury  to  the  public  service.  Since 
then,  the  condition  of  we  Treasury  has  been 
more  floniiahing.  Within  the  last  three  years, 
ft  has  paid  the  bolanoea'it  owed  to  the  Sinking 
Fund.  The  ^rindpal  of  the  public  debt  has 
beat  extinguished  to  an  amount  exceeding 
twenty-one  millions  of  dollars,  and  nearly 
twdve  millions  p^d  fw  interest.  The  speedy 
ntingnishmeut  of  the  remaining  debt  can  only 
be  arrested  by  some  unlooked-for  national  ca- 
lamity. It  has  been  steadily  and  most  sncceas- 
fally  pursued  by  the  present  and  preceding  Ad- 
ministrations. It  is  the  settled  policy  of  this 
Government,  in  which  all  men  of  all  parties 
unite.  Why,  then,  is  it  now  brought  for- 
wsrd,  as  if  it  were  some  new  discovery  ?  Sure- 
ly, it  cannot  be  neceBsaty,  for  the  purpose  of 
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oonfirming  oar  courage,  to  abolldi  useless  offioea 

or  reduce  extravagant  salaries.  I  have  been 
no  advocate,  said  Mr,  T,,  for  raisiug  salaries. 
Host  of  the  laws  increasing  them,  both  in  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of  this  Oov- 
ernment,  have  been  passed  in  opposition  to  my 
vote.  When  the  Secretaries  at  the  head  of  Ex- 
ecutive Deportments  had  smaller  salaries,  they 
lived  leas  expenuvely.  They  were  not  required 
— it  was  not  expected  of  them — that  thn- 
E^ould  keep  open  house,  and  entertain  aU 
members  of  Ooturess  and  strangers,  who  might 
visit  the  seat  of  Oovernment.  Most  of  them 
could  not  do  it  without  ruin  to  their  private 
fortunes.  When  you  raised  their  salaries  to 
six  thousand  dollars,  you  did  them  no  service. 
You  imposed  upon  them  the  necessity  of  living  in 
more  splendor,  but  in  less  comfort.  Pnt  the  sala- 
ries back  to  the  old  standard,  and  they  will  have 
more  time  for  private  stody  and  public  duties ; 
and  I  doubt  not  you  will  have  tiieir  thanks. 

Mr.  BooHANAN  said,  that  if  the  House  should 
determine  to  adopt  any  resolution  on  tiie  sub- 
ject of  reform,  at  the  present  time,  it  ou^t  to 
contain  a  cUstinct  proposition,  that  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  discharge  the  national  debt  as  aotm 
as  possible.  For  this  reason,  he  could  not  vote 
for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tatlob.)  When  that 
gentieman  movea  an  amendment,  whicb,  if  it 
should  prevmL  would  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  original  resolution  which  related  to  the 
extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  he  expected 
to  hear  some  reasons  urged  for  such  an  omis- 
sion.  In  this  he  hod  been  disappointed. 

Sir,  smd  Mr.  B.,  I  know  it  has  become  very 
feshiouable  in  the  present  day  to  say,  that  we 
are  discharging  the  public  debt  too  rapidly. 
Many  deplore  that  it  la  melting  away  so  fiut: 
and  although  it  has  not  been  openly  avowed 
that  a  public  debt  is  a  publio  blessing,  yet  such 
is  the  necessary  tendency  of  the  remarks  which 
we  often  hear.  Upon  this  subject,  I  beg  the 
Bouse  to  recur  to  the  past  history  of  the  coun- 
try. What  was  the  amount  of  our  debt  before 
the  late  war  f  It  had  been  so  much  reduced 
that  a  very  wise  and  a  very  great  statesman  felt 
himself  at  a  loss  to  know  how  our  surplus  rev- 
enue could  be  expended,  after  tbe  debt  should 
be  entirely  extinguished.  To  accomplish  this 
purpose  amendments  to  tiie  constitution  were 
recommended.  But  war  oame,  and  in  less  than 
three  years,  the  public  debt  increased  from  for^- 
five  to  one  honored  and  twenty  milliona  of  dol- 
lars. It  was  a  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his  coun- 
try, that,  in  peace,  it  was  our  duty  to  prepare 
for  war.  How  can  we  better  prepare,  than  by 
paying  our  debts?  According  to  the  system 
which  has  been  pursued  by  this  Government 
from  Its  origin,  we  have,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, no  resource  left,  in  time  of  war,  bnt  a  re- 
sort to  loans.  They  and  they  alone  must  sup- 
port our  credit  in  the  day  of  trial ;  and  yet  this 
resource  had  nearly  been  exhausted  before  the 
close  of  the  last  war.  What  has  onoe  been, 
experience  teaches  us  may  he  again.  A  wai^ 
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hj  ii^aruig  our  foreign  trade,  would  cut  off 
many  of  the  sources  of  oar  reyenue,  and  we 
shoidd  be  compelled  again  immediately  to  resort 
to  loans.  I  wish,  then,  if  possible,  to  be  dear 
of  debt,  when  another  war  aliall  commence.  Onr 
debt,  redaced  as  it  has  be^,  is  still  mnoh  larger 
than  it  was  at  the  dedaration  of  the  late  war. 
A  ftitare  war  would,  in  a  very  few  years,  r^se 
it  higher  tiiaa  It  wer  has  bom.  I  am,  there- 
fore, in  fhror  of  boabanding  all  onr  reaonTcee, 
and  applying  the  whole  aorplns,  not  absolntely 
necessary  for  otiier  objects,  to  the  extinguish- 
meDt  of  the  national  debt.  II,  ther^re,  we 
■hall  pass  the  resolntion,  I  trust  that  this  object 
will  stand  in  the  front  rank. 

I  know  that  the  process  of  extingoidiing  the 
debt  has  been  rapidly  advancing  for  several 
years,  and  I  do  not  complain  that  the  present 
Administration  have  not  fairly  applied  the  sink- 
ing fond  to  this  pnrpose.  Altnoogh  I  do  not 
pretoid  to  be  their  Mend,  yet  I  am  willing  to 
admit,  they  have  gone  on  to  carry  into  ^aot 
the  law  oreating  that  fund,  which  was  bo  wisely 
enacted  by  oar  predecessors.  Tlds  rapid  ex- 
tinguishment  of  the  nnblio  debt  has  been  pro- 
dneuve  of  much  good  to  the  country.  Among 
other  benefits,  it  has  essentially  promoted  do- 
mMtio  mann&ctures,  by  forcing  capital  into 
that  channel  of  buNness,  which  would  never 
have  been  thus  employed,  oould  it  have  re- 
mained in  the  public  stock.  I  shall  vote  for  no 
amendment  wnioh  shall  not  embrace,  in  dis- 
tinct terms,  the  position  that  the  public  debt 
otwhtto  be  extinguished  as  speedily  as  possible. 

u  the  gentleman  from  North  Carouna  (Mr. 
Oulfbper)  had  reasoned  upon  the  fact  which 
lie  stated,  and  had  drawn  the  Mr  dednotion 
from  it,  he  would,  I  think,  feel  the  force  at  the 
nmarka  which  I  intend  to  make.  He  says  tiiat 
but  one  bill  has  passed  into  a  law  during 
the  present  session,  and  that  one  is  a  bill  pro- 
'^ding  for  the  pay  of  the  members  of  Oongresa. 
I  would  ask  tnat  gentleman,  why  is  this  the 
case  f  Why  has  not  more  bouness  been  done  f 
If  he  had  asked  himself  these  questions,  lie 
would  probably  have  discovered  the  true  origin 
of  my  remarks,  I  wish  to  speidc  with  all  dne 
deference  to  the  members  of  this  House,  when 
I  say  it  is  my  desire,  by  redudng  oar  wages,  to 
make  it  onr  interest,  aa  well  as  onr  dn^,  to  do 
the  buflinesa  of  the  country  as  it  arisen  and  go 
home  as  soon  as  poarible,  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
In  a  hurry — I  do  not  wish  to  act  withont  dne 
ddiberation ;  and  yet,  I  firmly  believe  that  the 
public  business  might  be  better  transacted  than 
it  ia  at  present,  in  little  more  than  half  the  i>e- 
riod  of  onr  long  sessions.  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  "  an  aged  -gentleman  ;  "  but  yet,  upon  this 
subject,  I  can  speak  in  the  language  of  expe- 
rience, and  am  glad  that  there  are  many  gen- 
tlemen around  me  who  can  correct  me  if  I 
should  fall  into  error.  I  would  ask,  what  has 
been  the  couroo  of  legislation  which  we  have 
heretofore  pursued?  What  have  we  done 
daring  the  nrst  half  of  every  lo^  aesdon  f  I 
■nawer,  comparatively  nothing,  ^le  UicA  atated 
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by  the  gentleman  from  North  Oarolina,  (Mr. 
CoLPBFBB,)  in  regard  to  the  buMoees  which  has 
been  transacted  daring  the  present  seBaicm,  is 
substantially  true  of  those  that  are  past.  But 
I  do  not  complain  of  the  waste  of  time  alone. 
The  necessary  consequence  of  this  manner  of 
proceeding  is  to  force  the  whole  bmanefla  ol  the 
sesuoD  in  s  adid  masa  upon  the  House  near  Ha 
oloae.  Then  we  have  so  much  to  dp  thtf  we 
can  do  notliiiwweU.  There  ia  n^tber  time  nor 
opportnnity  for  investigadtm ;  and  measorei 
are  adopted,  the  nature  and  character  of  whidt 
cannot  be  understood  by  the  Hoose.  Inuae- 
diately  before  the  doee  of  the  session,  we  ire 
employed  in  passing  bills  nntil  12, 1,  fl,  and  8 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  have  been  uwm  tbia 
floor  at  a  late  period  of  the  ni^ht,  when  im- 
portant amendments  were  arrivmg  every  few 
minutes  irom  the  Senate,  which  were  ad(^ted, 
when,  I  believe,  there  were  not  more  than 
thirty  or  forty  members  present,  I  do  know 
that  it  was  then  in  the  power  of  any  in* 
dividual,  by  merely  calling  for  «  dl^inmi,  to 
defeat  any  of  these  meaaorea.  This  would  IUts 
fomtshed  offidal  infininatim  to  tlie  Speaker 
that  a  qaorom  was  not  present,  and  then  no 
bnsiaesn  could  have  proceeded. 

Mr.  MiTonsLL,  of  Tennessee,  sud,  I  tbsll 
vote  for  the  resolution.  It  was  with  pain  I 
saw  the  apparent  laugh  and  amosement  vhidi 
the  resolution,  and  the  remarks  which  acc<Hn> 
panied  it,  afforded  to  some  of  the  gentlemen  of 
this  House.  Their  feelings  towards  a  new  mem- 
ber mast  be  very  different  from  mine.  I  view 
such  a  member  as  coming  fresh  from  the  peo- 
ple, and,  therefore,  not  long  enough  here  to  be 
contaminated  by  bad  ]ttindple^  or  evil  exaa- 
ple.  He  is  fresh  from  the  ovon  of  pablia  opin- 
ion ;  and,  as  snch,  bearing  the  impress  of  tbe 
people.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  i^>eak9, 
I  do  not  doubt,  the  sentiments  of  seven-etghdu 
of  the  honest  and  intelligent  people  iHwrn  we 
represent.  What  he  speaks  is  not  hia  own  lan- 
guage ;  it  is  the  langnage  of  the  people.  Aim! 
whue  I  listened  to  liim,  I  felt  an  emotion  of 
sham^  that  I  should,  in  any  d^ree,  during  tbe 
little  time  I  have  been  here,  have  weakened 
my  feeling  of  reverence  for  what  I  believe  to 
be  tiie  will  of  my  constituents.  The  constita- 
ti<m  itseU;  br  ^ipointlng  a  periodical  term  far 
onr  serrice  here,  reminda  ua  of  the  priodple 
that  the  representaivea  In  tins  ball  oogh^  fton 
period  to  period,  to  oome  fresh  from  tbe  pea- 
pie,  reflecting  tn«r  aentimenta,  and  speskiiv 
their  language.  And,  e4r,  he  who  disregsrdi 
this  principle,  will  most  certainly  fall  a  victim 
to  his  own  folly  ;  and,  in  saying  this,  I  do  not 
speak  the  dreams  of  imagination,  but  the  lan- 
guage of  fact.  It  has  been  B«d,  in  this  discDS- 
sion,  that  we  have  the  cheapest  GovernmeDt 
on  earth.  Have  we,  nrl  I  can  call  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  to  one  which  has  outlived  all 
tbe  republics  of  the  world— of  Athens,  of  Sptf- 
to,  and  all  the  other  republioe  ^  Greece.  Tbers 
is  not  <Mie  among  than  all  whieb  ia  equal  ia  tldi 
reject  to  the  UtUe  republic  of  San  Haria^ 
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which  has  endured  now  for  fourteen  hundred 
jears.  Bo  Img,  nr,  as  a  republic  continnes 
simple,  its  GoremmeDt  cheap,  and  its  people 
Tirtaooa,  it  will  perpetuate  ^eir  happiness; 
but  as  800D  as  the  GoTemmeot  becomes  splen- 
did, and  its  officers  grow  into  mlers,  it  will 
snrelr  be  of  short  continuance.  Now,  sir,  what 
is  the  present  situation  of  this  cheap  Oovem- 
meott  Why,  air,  would  it  be  believed  that  the 
number  of  persons  actually  engaged  in  it 
amoonts  to  double  the  number  of  our  military 
force  I  Yet  such  is  the  faot  at  this  moment. 
The  number  of  officers  in  the  various  depart- 
menta  of  this  Governments  civil  and  military, 
amount  to  do  las  than  nine  thousand.  Oan 
tbmr  all  be  real^  Tueftal  t  No,  sir,  it  is  impos- 
sibw.  I  have  been  infbmed,  taia  Mr.  M.,  and 
believe,  that,  in  the  Ordnanoe  Department,  the 
disbarsement  of  about  three  hundred  thousand 
dfdlara  costs  the  Government  nearly  seventy 
thousand.  Sir,  iQ  this  there  must  be  something 
wrong.  There  must  be  something  rotten  in 
Denmark. 

Sir,  it  has  been  sud  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  ought  to  have  pointed  out  the  par- 
ticular mischief  which  he  wished  to  remedy. 
But  tbis  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  individual, 
unless  he  oan  devote  tne  whole  of  his  time  to 
tiie  inquiry.  And  I  therefore  hope  this  resolu- 
tkm  will  not  be  sent  to  the  Granmittee  of  Wi^ 
and  Means,  but  will  be  oonflded  to  a  Sdect 
Committee,  who  may  be  employed  exdusivdy 
in  this  investigation.  And  I  have  entire  ooofi- 
deoee  in  the  discretion  of  the  Ohair,  that  such 
members  only  will  be  put  upon  it,  as  are  not 
already  hardened.  I  hope  they  will  go  into 
the  numerous  departments,  and  search  every 
thing  to  the  bottom.  I  repeat,  there  are  now 
9,838  persons  employed  in  these  various  depart- 
ments. Sir,  is  this  like  a  Republic  1  It  is  like 
any  thing  else  in  the  world.  Within  the  small 
period  I  have  eijoyed  a  seat  on  thia  floor,  I 
have  witnessed  a  very  strong  dealre  to  mnltiply 
officers,  but  no  movement  of  reform.  It  has 
been  aud  by  a  gentleman  more  aged  in  expe- 
rience than  I,  Qlr.  RxNiwLPH,)  that  this  is  not 
the  accepted  time.  Sir,  I  cumot  a^ree  wiUi 
that  gentleman.  It  is  always  the  time  to  do 
good.  Now  is  the  accepted  time.  A  continual 
drip  will  at  length  wear  a  bole  in  a  stone,  and 
so  will  continuu  perseverance,  in  attempting 
retrenchment,  eventually  succeed ;  and  I  have 
been  delighted  to  see,  in  so  many  members  of 
this  House,  a  disposition  to  carry  forth  this 
measure  to  the  good  of  the  country.  Look, 
sir,  at  the  vast  expenditure  of  this  Government, 
and  compare  thai  expenditure  with  the  simple 
form  of  the  Government  itself.  This,  sir,  is  the 
true  principle  of  comparison,  and  not  to  com- 
pare oor  expenses  with  the  expenses  of  Env- 
httd,  of  Rns^  of  Austria,  or  of  Franee.  Bnoii 
a  comparison  is  manifestly  unjust.  Our  own 
Government  stands  alone,  and  the  parallel  will 
not  apply  .  When  we  look  at  the  simplicity  of 
its  machinery,  we  shall  find  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  a  very  on&it^ifDl  nuHiitor,  It 
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will  be  worse  if  we  ^o  to  that  of  Rusua,  and  it 
will  not  be  better  if  we  look  at  any  Kin^ 
Government  whatever.  How  many  new  offices 
have  been  created  since  the  days  of  our  pros- 
perity ?  And  when  I  speak  of  the  days  of  pros- 
perity in  this  Republic,  I  refer  to  the  first  days 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration.  Those  were 
the  days  of  its  glory.  The  Republic  has  been 
deteriorating  ever  since,  and  will  soon  slide, 
unless  carefully  restrained,  into  the  ocean  of 

Erofligaoy.  The  gentleman  told  us  that  the 
[iliury  Academy  at  West  Point  did  not  eon- 
fine  its  benefits  to  the  sona  of  the  well  born, 
and  the  rioh.  Butj  sir,  I  ask  what  orphan  son 
of  a  widowed  motiier  is  ever  reewnmended  to 
that  inatitaticml  No,  sir;  we  recommend  a 
boy  whose  ftthw  is  abundantly  aUe  to  educate 
him,  and  we  do  it  because  that  &ther  is  also 
able  to  aid  us  in  our  Section  to  this  House. 
The  gentleman  says  the  school  is  conducted 
with  the  greatest  Republican  simplicity.  Sir, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  idea  the  gentleman 
attaches  to  those  terms.  If  ever  there  was  a 
monarchical  institution  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
the  military  school  of  France  not  excepted,  this 
certunly  is  one.  Sir,  it  is  one  of  the  very  crea- 
tures of  royalty.  But  we  have  been  told  that 
we  must  not  stop  here  j  that  we  must  have  a 
naval  institution  also,  m  which  young  men 
^m  the  first  circles  may  rec«ve  their  ednoa- 
tion  also,  at  the  public  expense ;  and  I  venture 
to  sfqr,  when  they  have  got  it,  they  will  be 
more  useless,  if  posirible^  than  before.  But  it 
is  with  ^ese  that  our  navy  Is  to  be  filled. 
Then,  to  crown  all,  we  are  to  have  a  national 
university,  intended,  no  donbtj  to  prepare 
young  men  for  filling  seats  on  this  fioor :  then, 
sir,  M  things  will  be  going  on  beautifully, 
and  the  poor  people  wilT  be  run  down  under 
our  feet  God  save  me  and  my  posterity 
from  any  such  Republican  institutions.  Sir, 
we  are  misled  by  names.  A  spade  is  not  calleci 
a  spade.  We  call  theae  Repnblioan  inatito- 
tions.  But  I  say,  let  the  Sti^  educate  their 
own  sons.  Let  ns  have  that  cradle  which 
brought  forth  a  Wadiingtm  and  a  Jaokson,  to 
bless  their  emmtry.  When,  sir,  did  gentiiity 
do  any  thing  for  the  public  good !  When  did 
pomp  and  show  prolong  the  date  of  a  Repnb- 
lio?  Remember  now  Thebes  mouldered  Into 
ruins  when  her  people  sought  to  outvie  the  Per- 
sians. Remember  what  became  of  Sparta  when 
she  foi^t  the  simple  laws  of  Lycurgus.  So 
will  this  Government  crumble  into  ruin,  before 
twenty  years,  unless  we  stop  the  wheels  of  its 
downward  course  in  profligacy  and  extrava- 
gance. We  come  from  our  homes,  many  of  us 
at  least,  pow  and  penniless— we  look  at  the 
magnifioenoe  of  this  Hall — ^we  learn  to  attend 
upon  levees,  and  to  bow  to  those  who  are  in 
fact  our  servants,  and  we  soon  disdfun  to  own 
that  we  were  poor.  We  are  dressed  at  tiie 
public  expense,  and  soon  out  a  floe  figure,  but 
this  course  will  soon  destroy  us  unless  we  stop 
midway  in  our  mad  career. 
JUr.  Dahdol,  of  £entadi7|  sud:  the  ad<^ 
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tion  of  this  measure  would,  in  his  opioioii, 
prodace  mach  good.  It  wonld  set  on  foot  an 
inqairy  whe^er  tibe  pnblio  expendharea  are  not 
exorbitant,  and  ought  not  to  be  reduced.  In 
any  general  attempt  to  reduce  the  public  ex- 
pen^tures,  it  was  highlj  expedicDt  that  Con- 
gress fibouid  B^t  the  example.  Let  us  (said  he) 
bejdn  by  reducing  our  own  compeuBatioo,  and 
then  oUier  public  officers  will  have  no  reasona- 
ble ground  of  complaint  if  we  should  reduce 
th^  saluries,  which  measure  mif^t  otherwise 
be  made  a  mattw  of  reproach  to  m.  It  is  my 
<^nion,  tiiat,  witKpro^r  prudence  and  econ- 
omy, *  man  may  be  paid  for  Ms  services,  and 
Uve  yeiy  well  on  sU  dollars  per  day;  and 
when  geDtlemea  seem  to  think  that  two  dol- 
Ivs  saving  per  day  is  not  worthy  of  the  delib- 
erate consideration  of  such  a  dignified  body  as 
Congress,  they  ought  to  consider  that  the  sav- 
ing of  two  dollars  per  day  on  the  pay  of  each 
member  would  amount  to  hundreds  of  dollars 
per  day :  and  for  the  number  of  days  in  each 
session,  would  amotmt  to  an  immense  saving. 
Such'  would  be  the  effect  of  reducing  the  pay 
of  members  from  eight  dollars  per  day,  to  six, 
or  five,  or  fonr  dollars  per  day ;  and  members 
might  live  comfortably  for  l«s  than  the  l^ter 
mm,  the  exptmea  of  living  in  this  city  htUng 
nothiiw  like  what  he  antif^tated  and  expected 
when  he  left  home. 

In  our  own  State,  where  the  members  of  the 
Leg^atnre  receive  two  dollars  per  day  for 
their  services,  they  live  well  during  the  annual 
session,'  and  return  home,  at  the  end  of  it,  with 
60  or  60  dollars  in  their  pocket,  dec.  Another 
reastm  which  indnced  Ur.  D.  to  favor  a  redno- 
tim  of  the  public  expenditures  was,  that  it  was 
proposed  to  increase  the  duties  on  woollen 
goodiL  Ac,  to  BDch  an  octant  as  to  operate  as  a 
prohibltitm  on  their  importation,  the  emise- 

Saenoe  of  whioh  would  be,  that  tiie  people  nmst 
e  taxed,  by  a  direct  tax,  for  the  sni^KHt  oi  this 
Government :  and  gentlemen,  who  were  in  favor 
of  what  was  callw  the  tariff  principle,  ought 
to  couridu',  if  they  meant  to  press  that  meas- 
ure, that  it  was  inoiroenaable  that  the  expenses 
of  the  Oovermnent  should  be  retrenched.  To 
thia,  he  presomed,  a  portion  of  the  public  oflS- 
eera  ootud  have  no  great  objections ;  and  es- 
pecially the  Secretao'  of  Treasury,  who 
was  so  denrons  that  the  import  duties  on  cer- 
tain articlea  ahonld  be  augmented. 


Fbidat,  January  2S. 

Hie  Bonse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Cbil- 
TON.  The  following  amendment,  moved  by 
Mr.  Tatlob,  of  Kew  York,  being  under  consid- 
eration: 

**Jtetohett,  Tbst  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Keans  b«  inBtrucled  to  Inquire  into,  and  report  to 
this  Honse,  whst  officers,  in  their  opinion,  may  be 
most  advantageouflly  discontinued;  what  ealaries 
will  leasooaUy  bear  tedncUon;  and  such  other 


means  of  retrencbineiit  aa  to  them  nay  be  neces 
sary. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Ya.,  sud  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  amen^ent,  because,  in  his  judgment,  it 
was  not  likely  to  result  in  any  thing  beneficial 
either  here  or  elsewhere.  It  amounts  in  sub- 
stance to  this,  that  a  committee  shall  be  direct- 
ed to  tell  this  House  that  which  they  already 
perfectly  know — that  there  is  prodi^Jity  and 
waste  in  the  expenditures  of  this  Government; 
and  because  that  very  thing  on  which  the 
whde  naUon  has  so  long  folt  the  greatest  anx- 
iety, ia,  by  this  amendment,  to  be  stricken  out 
of  the  resolntiim.  I  mean,  stfd  Ur.  F.,  Iha  ex- 
pediency of  discharging,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
the  national  debt.  Ine  time  has  now  arrived 
when  this  House  is  bound  to  do  something  de* 
cisive  io  its  charact^.  Heretofore,  the  f^toa- 
tion  of  this  Qovemment  has  bceo,  in  a  great 
degree,  beyond  oar  limits,  and  confined  to  ob- 
jects of  a  constitutional  character ;  but  now  a 
new  era  has  opened  upon  us,  and  we  are  about 
to  feel  all  those  calamitous  oonsequenoes  which 
its  measures  and  policy  are  destined  to  bring 
upon  the  people.  It  is  very  true  that  the  doc- 
trine advanced  under  the  elder  Adama,  that  a 
national  debt  is  a  national  biasing,  has  not 
now  been  distinctly  avowed;  hat  the  eame 
doctrine  is  substantially  advanced  In  a  diflbrait 
shape.  We  have  been  told  that  a  natknal  debt 
for  which  stock  is  issued  by  the  Qovemnmit, 
is  beneficial  and  desirable,  because  it  enaUea 
capitalists  to  invest  tb^  uKmey  in  the  United 
States  securities,  and  then,  if  death  overtakes 
them,  a  permanent  provision  is  made  for  their 
wives  and  families.  The  interest  on  their  in- 
vestment, though  not,  perhaps,  bo  great  as  that 
arising  from  other  stocks,  is  sure,  and  can  be 
received  with  certainty,  being  free  fnm  all 
those  risks  and  changes  which  arise  from  the 
malconduot  of  Bank  JMreetors,  and  oUiw  con- 
tingencies to  which  it  would  be  liaUe,  if  in- 
vested either  hi  commerce,  or  in  the  atoA  of 
turnpike  roada,  ateamboata,  canala,  Ac,  whidi 
seem  to  be  the  mania  of  the  day. 

Hr.  Stewabt  rose  to  say  a  few  words  in  r»- 
ply  to  his  colleagoe,  (Kr.  Buohakak,)  and  the 
gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rakdolph  and 
Mr.  Flotd,)  who  haa  spoken  against  the  resolu- 
tion. The  object  of  this  resolution  ia  to  institute 
an  inquiry,  to  ascertain  whether  abuses  exist  in 
Uie  public  expenditures ;  whether  tiiere  are  any 
unnecessary  offices  and  salaries :  and  whethw 
retrenchment  may  not  be  beneficially  resorted 
to.  For  bis  own  part  he  was  decidedly  in  fovor 
the  resolution.  Let  the  doora  of  inquiiy  be 
thrown  wide  open ;  let  eveiy  tme  ooter  and  see 
for  himself.  He  would  vote  for  it,  whether  re- 
ferred to  a  Stan^g  or  a  Select  Oomnittee;  or 
whether  the  amendment  now  prcHMMed  was 
adopted  or  not;  he  would  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, because  the  preamble  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out,  seemed  to  him  to  contmn  an  as- 
sumption of  the  very  facts  which  it  was  the 
end  and  object  of  the  proposed  inquiry  to  as- 
certain. jUr.&waadeadedlyinfiavMofevay 
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tnqoiry  into  sappoMd  abases:  and,  if  fonnd  to  ex- 
ist, he  would  go  with  him  vbo  dam  go  UtOutt 
in  Applyiiiff  the  ^orreotiTe.  The  gentleiiiaD 
who  mtrooDced  this  propodtion,  who  comes 
inunediataly  from  the  pec^e,  and  from  a 
highly  excited  politick  coDtest,  tells  ns,  what 
is  andoubtedlj  troe,  that  the  pablio  mind  is  ex- 
cited on  this  HDbject ;  that  the  people  believe 
the  Govenunent  has  become  wasteful  and  prod- 
igal, that  abuses  exist,  of  the  most  alarming 
character :  and  so  strong  was  the  popolar  senti- 
ment on  this  sobject,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
^▼e  a  pled^  to  his  coostitaents,  before  he  left 
them,  to  bnng  this  sabjeot  immediately  before 
the  Hooae — ^it  was  then,  in  his  judgment,  alike 
doe  to  pablio  opinion,  and  to  toe  character  of 
the  OoTomment,  that  this  Inqoiry  ahoold  he 
promptly  instated.  If  the  alleged  abases 
exist^  let  them  be  exposed  and  remedied.  If 
not,  let  these  clamors  be  silenced  by  the  report 
of  a  onnndttee  of  this  House — ^let  the  pablio 
ear  be  ^sabased  and  the  pablio  ndnd  pat  at 
rest. 

If  abuses  exist;  if  there  are  too  many  offices ; 
if  salaries  are  too  high  or  too  Dumeroas ;  if  the 
public  money  is  wastefully  and  prodigally  ex- 

E ended — where  is  the  &nlt  t   At  whose  door 
es  the  ein  of  these  offences?   The  fault  is  in 
this  House,  rir.   We  hold  the  parse  strings  of 
the  nation,  and  we  are  responsible,  and  we  wUl 
be  hdd  respondble,  if  we  a^Iy  not  the  ronedy 
promptly  and  efficientlj.  Pnblic  t^ces  were 
not  cmly  created,  but  ^e  salaries  fixed,  and 
their  payment  annually  provided  for,  by  law. 
£very  appropriation  of  money  for  eveiy  object 
of  expenuitnre,  down  to  the  lowest  clerk^ip 
in  the  D^artments,  had  to  pass  under  the  no- 
tice and  receive  the  sanction  of  ^e  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Heans,  and  afterwards  of  this 
Hooae.   He  therefore  hoped  the  inquiry  woidd 
go  on — its  postponement  would  be  a  disregard 
of  public  duty  on  the  part  of  those  who  be- 
Veved  in  the  existence  of  the  evils  and  abuses 
complained  of.    His  colleague  had  said,  that 
he  OMisidered  it  too  late  in  the  Msaion ;  that 
half  the  sesuMi  had  now  gone  by.  If  half  the 
seasioa  were  gon^-what  have  we  done?  It 
had  been  said,  and  said  truly,  that  but  one  bill 
had  yet  become  a  law,  and  tliat  was  topro- 
vide  for  the  payment  of  our  own  wages  I  What 
-would  beooofe  of  the  tariff  if  half  the  session 
was  gone,  and  no  bill  yet  reported  to  the 
Hoose  ?   Bnt,  for  one,  if  abuses  existed,  as  had 
been  allied,  he  would  stay  here  (however  re- 
lactant)  tul  midsummer,  if  necessary,  to  expose 
and  correct  them,  and  fulfil  the  other  dnties 
which  we  owe  to  tiie  oountry  and  our  constit- 
tients.    Bat,  gentlemen  si^  we  most  go  to 
work  '*  systeiuMically ; "  let  each  indiTidaal  go 
to  work  and  ferret  out  abuses  and  expose  them. 
Expoea  them  where?   In  the  pubho  prints? 
for  what  purpose,  and  with  what  view  1  This 
oonld  lead  to  no  practical  result,   Ko,  let  the 
resolution  be  adopted,  let  the  subject  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  this  House ;  if  abuses  ex- 
Utf  let  them  report  a  bill  f<a  their  correction ; 
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if  not,  let  the  fact  be  stated,  and  let  the  tongae 
of  misrepresentation  be  silenced;  let  the  in- 
Jnrioas  reports  now  abroad  np<m  tiie  wind,  and 
wafted  to  the  remotest  parts  of  onr  eountry,  be 
exposed  to  merited  reprobation.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tirginia  (Mr.  BunMLPB)  says,  we 
will,  by  adopting  tiie  resolotion,  send  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Heans  not  on  a  Toyage  of 
discovery,  but  of  "  nndiscoveiy this  coosti- 
tnted  no  objection  to  the  measure.  The  gentle- 
man had  alleged  the  exlstenoe  of  many  and 
great  abuses.  If  so,  does  the  gentleman  doubt 
the  ability  or  disposition  of  the  able  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  ferret 
oat  and  expc»e  them?  He  preeuned  not. 
This  dnty  is  imposed  <m  the  Oommittee  of 
W^  and  Ibana,  by  the  roles  of  the  House;  it 
was  a  doty  tor  wlUoh  th^  were  particular^ 
qualified,  by  their  fluaiUarity  with  tiie  whole 
range  of  jpublic  expea^tarea  constantly  present- 
ed to  then:  view.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  an 
annual  report  from  that  committee,  presenting, 
in  one  clear  and  comprehensive  view  to  the 
countiy,  an  exhibit  of  all  the  expenditures  of 
the  several  Departments  of  Government,  civil, 
military,  commercial — with  the  conmderations 
which  recommend  their  continuance  or  dis- 
continuance :  thus  public  attention  would  be 
attracted  to  abuses  if  they  existed,  and,  if  not, 
nuarnmsentaUon  and  nnfoonded  eoin|daints 
wonld  be  i^enced. 

Mr.  Blake  sud :  Mr.  leaker,  the  question  is 
not  whether  the  national  debt  snoold  be  extin- 
guished, but  wbetberthe  present  Administration 
is  an  extravagant  and  prodigal  one  or  not.  Be- 
fore I  left  iny  constitaents,  to  discharge  the  duty 
they  had  beeo  pleased  to  assign  me  in  this  Honse^ 
I  had  heard  repeatedly  and  frequently  that  the 
patronage  of  the  Administration  had  become 
alarmingly  extensive — ^that  the  officers  in  va- 
rious Departments  under  them  received  higher 
salaries  than  thur  services  entitled  them  to,  and 
that  the  disbursements  of  the  public  money 
were  prodigal,  and  menacing  to  the  liberty  of  the 
oonntty.  These  oomi^aints  were  not  made 
generally  without  asngningaresponsiiniily,  bnt 
they  were  all  charged  upon  the  Administration ; 
they  helped  to  swell  the  catalogue  of  misrepre- 
sentation and  complunt  agunst  the  present 
incumbents  in  the  high  offices  of  the  Qovem- 
inent.  Those  distinguished  individuals  were 
represented  as  setting  an  example  of  exb^va- 
gance,  of  nourishing  and  extending  the  evil  to 
the  commnnity  around  them  at  the  pnblic  ex- 
pense ;  and  their  conduct  generally,  it  was  em- 
phatically said,  was  incompatible  with  the  true 
character  of  a  Republic,  suataiuing  and  recom- 
mending the  notion  that  this  Govenmwnt 
i^onld  be  splendid  and  profuse  like  the  old 
Governments  of  the  other  hemisphere.  That 
the  gentleman  from  Eentucky  has  introduced 
his  resolution,  and  presented  the  sul^ect  serious- 
ly before  the  Bouse,  is  therefore  matter  for  re- 
joicing. I  shall  support  an  inquiry  into  these 
charges  most  willingly.  Let  the  resolution  be 
adopted,  let  the  iuTestigotioa  be  proceeded  ioi 
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■nd  pushed  tiioroogbly — let  the  gentlemaa  and 
Uioae  who  may  be  asugned  to  aid  hvOy  have 
every  asnstance  from  this  House,  so  that  the  in- 
qnirj  may  be  condacted  to  the  greatest  advan- 
tage. If  it  be  the  fact,  that  this  is  snoh  a 
vicked  and  unprincipled  Administration  as  it 
is  represented,  let  that  fact  be  made  appearand 
reported  to  us,  and  let  every  member  of  it 
tremble  for  the  consequences  that  will  await 
him  from  a  betrayed  and  indignant  people. 
Bnt  if  it  be  mere  fiction,  origtoating  in  the 
heated  minds  of  political  zealots,  let  that  fact 
■bo  appear,  and  let  a  generons  acknowledgment 
be  made.  And,  sir,  I  tmat  that  there  ia  in  this 
Eonse  a  seose  of  goieroaity,  s  spirit  d  chivalry, 
which  under  all  drcnmstanoee,  will  snpport  its 
honor,  and  induce  it  to  redress  the  calumniated 
and  the  ii\}nred.  Sir,  I  cannot  rote  for  all  the 
reeolutions  offered  by  the  ^ntleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, bnt  for  that  one  which  is  retained  in  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
ITew  York,  which  contemplates  an  inquiry 
whether  any  retrenchment  be  necessary  or  not 
The  other  resolutions  which  precede  it,  state  it 
as  a  fact  that  abuses  do  exist,  and  I  amnnwiUinj; 
to  saoction  snch  an  admission  by  my  vote,  ontit 
I  have  some  evidence  that  tliey  do  exist  So 
far  as  he  contemplateaan  inquiry,  I  will  go  with 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  bnt  X  cannot 
admit  any  loose  and  onsnpportea  chaises;  nor 
am  I  as  yet  prepared  to  say  that  retrenclunent 
is  necessary — ^tnat  the  salaries  of  officers  are 
exorbitant,  and  that  abases  exist  in  the  disburse- 
ment of  tlie  public  money.  Sir,  we  were  told 
yesterday  about  the  West  Point  Academy,  and 
that  the  manner  in  which  it  was  supported  was 
a  reflection  on  the  present  AdministraUon.  It 
is  true  that  the  Administration  has  sust^ed 
'and  nourished  that  Institution.  And  why  so  f 
Did  the  Institution  originate  with  the  present 
Admbifltratioii  t  No,  sir.  It  was  recommend- 
ed by  the  Ulnstrioua  washingtcui,  so  frequently 
and  deservedly  called  the  Fa&er  cf  his  Connb-y, 
was  eetablished  by  Congress  in  the  second  year 
of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and, 
from  first  to  last,  has  been  protected  and 
cherished  by-  every  Administration.  If  it  be 
an  improper  establishment,^  and  one  calculated 
to  undermine  the  politicu  institutions  of  the 
country,  let  not  the  blame  be  attributed  to  the 
present  Administration,  but  to  those  who  have 
gone  before  it.  We  are  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee.  (Mr.  Mitcheli.,)  that  it  is  a  place 
for  the  education  of  the  sons  of  rich  men,  and 
tiiat  the  sons  of  poor  men  do  not  participate  in 
its  benefits.  Since  the  remark  was  made  by 
the  gentleman,  I  have  inquired  parUcularly  into 
tiie  facta,  and  I  have  learnt  enotuh  to  setiafy 
me  that  the  gentleman  has  been  mjsinformed — 
that  he  is  mistaken — -that  the  appoinbnenta  are 
distributed  without  regard  to  the  pecuniary  oir- 
oumstances  of  the  parent  of  the  applicant~-Uiat 
the  sons  of  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  have 
received  them — ^that  it  is  enough  to  know  that 
the  yonthful  candidate  is  one  of  promise,  and 
t^iat  the  district  in  which  he  rerides  has  not  re- 


[jAinun,  ISM. 

ceived  Its  fiiU  complement ;  and  these  beta  be- 
ing estahlished,  the  Seeretary  app^ts  withont 
regard  to  the  exploded  qasjifiisation  of  bndly 
rank. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  a 
general  retrenchment  is  absolutely  neoessary— 
that  there  are  more  officers  employed  here  than 
are  required  by  the  pnblic  interest.  If  such 
was  the  case,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
distinguished  individuals  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  would  have  recommended  the 
measure.  My  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  is 
very  difibrent  from  that  which  the  hooivsUft 
gentleman  fnnn  Virginia  (Mr.  Flotd)  spears  to 
entertain  d  them.  I  beUeve  them  to  be  as 
intelligent,  as  faoneak  aa  patriotio,  a*  uy  set  of 
men  si  the  head  in  any  Govemmoit  in  the 
world,  and  that  we  have  cause  to  rejoice  that 
they  are  our  countrymen,  and  have  been  placed 
atUiehelm.  Ifjustice  should  not  be  dime  than 
now,  posterity  will  do  them  justice ;  bnt  I  hopcL 
and  trust,  and  believe,  that  the  prraent  age  will 
do  them  justice,  notwithstanding  the  many  pre- 
dictions and  appearances  to  the  contrary ;  and, 

?ir,  OS  it  relates  to  my  humble  fortunes,  I  cheer- 
ally  and  fearlessly  peril  them  in  the  same 
barqne,  and  am  wiUing  to  sink  or  swim  with 
the  cause  of  the  present  Administration. 

Mr.^VTBienr,  of  Ohio,  said  he  owed  it  to  the 
subject  to  express  bis  satisfaction  that  this 
matter  had  hem  introduced  into  the  House ; 
and,  said  Mr.  W„  I  may  he  permitted,  1  hopt^ 
to  congratulate  me  country  oq  the  au^dotu 
prospects  which  now  appear  to  attend  the  pro- 
posed  inquiry.  So  long  ago,  sir,  as  the  18ui  of 
May,  1826,  I  presented  to  the  Honse  a  propoo- 
tion  having  in  view  the  same  object  with  thtt 
avowed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Chilton.)  A  reference  to  the  Journal  a  that 
day  will  show  a  proposition  introduced  tiy  me, 
to  amend  the  rnks  of  the  Hooae,  so  as  to  rsiH 
a  stuiding  OMDmittee  on  letreni^miait^  when 
express  duty  it  Should  be  to  examine  into  the 
mode  and  manner  in  which  badness  was  trans- 
acted in  the  various  public  offices,  to  ascertain 
any  abuses  that  existed,  And  suggest  the  prapa 
remedies,  and  propose  measures  calculi^  to 
promote  economy  in  the  tranaaction  of  poUio 
affairs.  The  proposition  met  with  little  lavor 
then,  and  I  was  nnable  to  get  it  off  from  the 
table.  I  am  glad  to  see  many  gentlemen,  fr(Hn 
whom  I  then  received  neither  ud  nor  oonnte- 
nance,  anxious  to  promote  the  measure  doit.  I 
then  preferred  a  general  Standing  Commfttet^ 
because,  in  looking  over  the  duties  assigned  to 
the  various  ctHnmittees  oi  the  House,  I  was 
afraid  tiiat  this,  as  I  then  thou^t,  and  still 
think,  important  snbject,  would  he  nc^eeted  by 
committees  charged  with  so  many  other  duties 
At  Ae  last  seswMi  of  Congress,  sir,  thinking 
that,  if  I  directed  my  efforts  to  one  single  sub- 
ject, I  might  be  more  sueceesfhl,  I  cfftrei  a 
reflolntion  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  contingent  fnnd  of  this  Hoose.  In 
looking  over  the  items  of  expenditure  connected 
.with  it^  I  thought  many  of  them  extravagant 
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and  nnneoessary,  oondncing  more  to  the  oon- 

T«iienoe  of  members  than  to  the  advancement 
<^  the  pablio  interest.  I  thought  retreodinient 
oaght  to  be  made,  and  that  it  was  proper  the 
work  shonld  be^n  here,  in  this  House.  This 
project  failed,  as  did  the  other.  I  am  really 
gratified  that  the  sabject  is  now  here  nnder 
different  aospioea;  and  that  the  present  pro- 
position meets  modi  mora  fkror  than  dthw  of 
nune  did. 

I  hove,  sir,  still  another  cause  to  congratnlate 
myaelf  that  this  sal^ect  is  introduced  in  the 
Hmue  at  this  time,  and  nnder  the  present  ana- 
pioea.  The  ^eaent  Freddent  of  the  United 
States  has  reoommended  it  to  joor  considera- 
tion in  his  two  last  messages.  This  shows  the 
sol^ect  is  not  a  new  one,  brooght  forward  for 
tiie  first  time  hj  the  gentieman  from  Kentackj. 
The  President,  In  bis  Message  to  Congress,  in 
December,  1826»  says :  "  It  u  well  for  ns,  how- 
OTer,  to  be  admonished  of  the  necessity  of 
abiding  by  the  maxims  of  the  most  vigilant 
economy,  and  of  resorting  to  all  honorable  and 
nsefol  expedients,  for  pnrsaing,  with  steady 
and  inflexible  perseTcranoe,  the  total  discharge 
of  the  debt"  In  tbe  Message  ci  December, 
1627,  he  says:  The  deep  softdtnde  felt  by  all 
elaasea  tbrooc^umt  the  Dmon,  for  the  total  dis- 
dtarge  of  the^nblio  debt,  will  apolt^ze  for  the 
earnotoeeB  with  which  1  deem  it  my  duty  to 
niga  tlus  t(^HO  npon  the  consideration  of  Oon- 
gress ;  of  recommending  to  them  again  the 
BUictest  economy  in  tbe  applIoati<m  i^  iha  pnb- 
Kcfimds." 

Sir,  if  we  really  wish  to  retrench  the  pablio 
expenditores,  and  reform  existing  abnses,  we 
have  reason  to  felicitate  onrselres  on  the  pros- 
pect of  doing  something;  and  I  have  reason  to 
be  satisfied  that  a  measure  which,  when  brought 
forward  by  me,  whcdly  f^ed  to  find  favor,  and 
vhidb,  when  eameatfy  and  repeatedly  recom- 
mended to  our  oonstderation  by  onr  present  ex- 
odlent  and  vi^lant  Ohief  Magistrate,  under  the 
bqjimctions  of  the  constitution,  could  not  attAot 
foe  attention  of  the  House,  or  draw  out  one 
friend  of  eocHKnny  and  reform  in  ite  U,yot,  has 
now  drawn  to  its  support  the  ud  of  many  gen- 
tlemen, from  different  sides  of  the  Honse.  I 
hope  something  will  now  be  done.  I  have  sup- 
posed that,  in  some  of  the  many  public  offices 
to  which  the  bnnnesa  of  the  nation  is  oon- 
aigned,  their  is  extravagances  and  abuses  that 
need  remedy ;  but  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  say,  I 
am  nnaUe  to  say  predsdy  where  the  extrava- 
ganee  or  the  abnses  ean  be  found.  I  want  the 
aaUeet  inquired  into  by  a  onnpetent  committee, 
anafDiny  probed  to  the  bottom.  Give  ns  in- 
formation and  light,  and  if  reform  be  needed, 
let  us  reform.  I  entertun  the  opinion  that  this 
duty  would  be  better  performed  by  the  able, 
experienced,  and  diligent  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  than  by  any  Select  Committee  which 
may  be  rused,  composed,  probably,  of  new 
members.  Gentiemen  must  oe  more  fortunate 
than  I  have  been,  ii^  in  visiting  the  offices  on 
IntunesB,  they  oan  find  their  way  through  the 


difibrent  official  ramificatitms  of  the  offices; 
and  they  will,  I  fear,  make  slow  progress  in 
searching  for  abuses  where  they  are  ignorant 
of  the  routine  of  bunness.  If  gentlemen  will 
advert  to  the  duties  devolved  by  the  rules  of 
the  House  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  they  will  find  that,  among  other  things, 
that  committee  is  reqnired  "  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  public  debt,  of  the  revenue,  and  of 
the  expenditures,  and  to  report,  from  time  to 
time,  their  opinion  thereon;  and  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  several  public  Departments, 
and  particularly  into  the  laws  makug  appro- 
priations (rf  moneys,  and  to  report  whether  tiie 
moneys  have  been  disbursed  oonformab^  with 
those  laws ;  and  also,  to  report,  from  tmie  to 
time,  such  provisions  and  arrangements  as  may 
be  necessu-y  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  De- 
partments, and  the  acoonntabiiity  of  their 
officers."  This  committee,  then,  is  the  proper 
committee ;  its  members  are  familiar  with  the 
whole  subject,  many  of  them  are  old  members ; 
they  have  long  contemplated  the  whole  routine 
of  public  bnsiness  in  the  offices,  and  can  act 
speetUly  uid  efficientiy.  Tfaey  know  where  to 
strike;  from  them  I  sboold  expect  KMuetliing; 
but  I  should  not  fed  the  same  oonfidenoe  in  a 
Select  Conmiittee.  I  hope,  ther^re,  the  ref- 
erenoe  will  be  to  that  committee ;  but  if  that 
is  refused,  I  will  vote  for  a  Select  Committee. 

Sir,  it  has  become  fai^ionahle,  in  various 
parts  of  tiie  House,  for  gentlemen  to  rise  and 
to  proclaim  their  desire  to  do  tbe  public  business 
and  go  home ;  and  I  will  avul  myself  of  this 
occasion,  lest  I  should  not  be  favored  widi 
uiother,  to  say,  that  it  is  also  my  desire  to  do 
the  pablio  business  and  return  home.  I  am 
witling  to  engage  in  doing  the  pablio  buuneaa, 
and  work  at  iL  and  when  d<me,  to  go  h<mie. 
But  I  am  not  willing  to  go  home  before  we  have 
made  some  efibrt  to  do  the  publio  bodness,  even 
if  we  fiiil  in  aecnnpllshing  it.  What  have  we 
d<me  f  The  gentleman  from  Pennsjrlvania  (Mr. 
Buohanan)  has  told  us  the  session  is  half  over. 
We  have  paased  a  law  appropriating  money  to 

Eay  ourselveB,  but  what  else  have  we  done? 
et  gentlemen  examine  into  the  business  done, 
and  they  will  find  we  have  passed  no  other  act 
Let  us  not  go  home  and  leave  the  public  busi- 
ness, but  do  it,  and  then  talk  of  goiog  home. 
If  I  understand  the  gentieman  right  (and  I  al- 
ways listen  to  him  with  pleasure,)  he  avowed 
himself  favorable  to  retrenchment  and  reform, 
but  thought  it  not  tiie  aeoepted  time  to  engage 
in  that  work.  Why  is  it  not  the  accepted  time  t 
If  I  seek  an  answer  in  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tieman, I  find  nothing  but  the  ol»ervatious  al- 
luded to,  that  the  session  was  half  through,  and 
we  ought'to  do  the  public  basics  and  go  home. 
Is  the  gentieman  content  that  we  ituer  from 
this  that  retrenchment  and  reform  is  not  the 
public  basiness  t  Sorely  he  would  not  admit 
that.  We  have  done  nothing — there  must  be 
some  public  business  done  before  we  go  home. 
What  are  we  to  do  ?  This,  sir,  b  pnollc  busi- 
ness— let  us  engage  in  it  Let  us  retrench — 
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ferret  out  abnses,  if  anj  exist — and  reform. 
The  gentleman  has  declared  that  he  ia  no  friend 
to  the  Adminiatratlon.  I  declare  I  am  a  friend 
to  the  AdminiBtratioD ;  and  I  am  for  engaging 
in  this  measure— which  has  been  repeatedly 

firessed  upon  us  by  the  President— and  correct- 
Dg  any  abuses  that  shall  be  found  to  exist.  I 
will  go  with  the  gentleman  in  this  work.  Be- 
gin the  inquiry ;  and  if  we  are  unable  to  accom- 

flish  oar  object  before  the  close  of  Ute  sesnon, 
will  go  farther,  and  empower  the  committee 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  allow  them 
to  ut  here  during  the  whole  regess  (rif  OongresB, 
if  necessary,  that  we  may  have  the  information 
at  the  oommencement  ot  the  neit  searion  of 
Congress,  in  time  to  act  on  it  then.  Let  ns  go 
to  work,  and  stick  to  it  from  morning  to  night, 
and  try  to  do  some  <tf  the  business  before  us. 

The  Ohief  Magistrate  was  a  candidate  for  re- 
election; the  people  ehoold  be  informed  if 
these  charges  are  true.  An  issue  is  made  up 
and  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  people, 
and  before  they  are  called  on  to  pronounce  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  this  officer,  they  should 
be  famished  with  the  evidence— all  the  evidence 
on  the  subject.  The  gentieman  from  Vir^nia, 
entirdy  over  tiie  way,  ^Mr.  Flotd,)  supposes  the 
IHends  of  the  Administration  are  opposed  to 
retrenchment,  and  to  the  redaction  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  Sin  I  know  of  no  snch  opposition  of 
the  fHends  of  tiie  Administration.  No  one  has 
avowed  any  snch  feelings.  The  supposition  is 
groandlesa,  altogether  gratuitouB.  llie  friends 
of  the  Administration  are  friendly  to  retrench- 
ment :  but  if  they  were  not,  if  any  friends  were 
opposed,  I  have  shown  in  the  extracts  I  have 
read,  that  the  Cabinet  and  Flrerident  are  in  fii- 
Tor  of  both. 

Bir,  we  have  been  told  of  great  extravagances 
and  of  many  abuses — but  no  one  has  been 
specified.  I  regret  that  this  is  not  the  case. 
Tell  us  where  the  abases  are  to  be  found — what 
cdBoers'  salary  shoold  1>e  reduced.  Is  it  tiiat  of 
the  Postmaster  General?  "Will  any  gentleman 
tay  his  salary  is  too  great  a  compensation  for 
the  various  and  arduous  duties  devolved  upon 
him  1  If  he  does,  let  bim  satisfy  me  of  the 
&ct,  and  I  will  unite  to  reduce  his  pay.  But 
how  can  the  Administration  be  chargeable  with 
waste  and  extravagance  1  They  can  expend  no 
money  except  on  the  appropriations  of  Congress ; 
and  what  laws  have  we  passed,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  Administration,  to 
increase  expenditures  or  salaries,  except  that  of 
tiie  PoBtmaster  General?  I  recollect  none. 
If  then,  tbere  Is  waste  and  profligacy,  and  ex- 
travagance, it  originates  and  continnes  here. 
Point  out  tiie  exb«Tajrant  ol^ect,  and  withhold 
the  appropriation,  we  are  to  blame— we  bold 
the  purse  strings  of  the  nation,  and  I  am  not 
disposed  to  surrender  them,  and  we  can  close 
ana  open  the  purse  at  pleasure.  The  gentleman 
from  ^Tginia,  (3fr.  Flotd,)  speaks  of  vidonary 
and  extravagant  projects.  Does  he  rank 
among  the  visionary  and  extravagant  projects 
that  introdnoed  by  himself  to  eetaMiah  a  new 
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Government  at  the  moatfa  of  the  Colomlna,  or 

Oregon  River  ?  I  formerly  went  with  bim  in 
favor  of  that  bill,  bnt  he  says  so  much  of  viuon- 
ary  schemes, 'that  I  begin  to  doubt  if  tiiat  be 

not  one. 

Mr.  MoDdffie  moved  to  amend  tbe  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Tatlok  yesterday,  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  that,"  with 
which  it  commences,  and  inserting  as  followa : 

"  The  Committee  on  Public  Expeodlturea  be  A- 
reeled  to  exudne  into  the  mumcr  in  which  the 
moneya  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  for- 
eign hitercoarse  have  been  expended,  and  tbtt  U» 
Committees  on  the  several  Exeeativa  Departmeiita 
be  directed  to  loqnire  ioto  the  maoner  in  wUebths 
moneya  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses  tX 
those  Departments  have  been  expended ;  and  that 
the  said  several  committees  do  make  spedal  report 
to  this  House,  as  far  as  they  can  ascertain  the  Uos 
touching  the  matters  before  stated." 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  Kr.  MoDcrm 
said,  it  was  with  no  affectation  he  declared  his 
sincere  regret  at  the  introduction  of  this  matter, 
and  at  the  coarse  the  discussion  of  it  had  taken. 
I  was  fully  convinced,  from  the  beginning,  said 
Mr.  MoD.,  that  no  sutyect  could  be  stirred  in  this 
House,  bearing  either  directiy  or  indirectly  on 
the  two  great  parties  militant  now  in  the  field 
of  poUtiw  warfare,  that  would  not  interftro 
most  ii^ariously  with  tiie  appropriate  l^slative 
business  of  Congress.  It  was  this  ocmviction 
that  caused  me  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  arrest  this  debate  at  its  commenc^ent,  and 
to  r^^t  that  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman  from  Vir;^nia,  (Mr.  Rahdolpb,)  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table — a  regret  in  which, 
I  have  no  doubt,  the  House  must,  by  this  time, 
participate— did  not  prevul.  But  we  have  now 
hilly  got  into  the  discussion.  All  attempts  to 
avoid  it  have  been  defeated  by  the  concurrence 
of  both  sides  of  the  House ;  and  so  far  as  it  can 
be  considered  a  party  question,  a  portitm  of 
both  parties  appear  to  have  rasned  into  it  8o 
far  08  my  conduct  is  ooncemed — whether  as  it 
relates  to  my  daties  as  a  Representative  of  the 

geople,  or  as  a  member  of  a  party — I  would 
ave  it  diatinctiy  understood  that  I  shall,  ui 
this  matter,  aot  upon  my  own  grooads  and 
npon  my  own  opinions. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  I  think  it  proper  to 
say,  that  I  do  not  regard  it  as  becoming  the 
dignity  of  this  Honse,  or  as  consistent  with  tlie 
public  interest,  which  it  is  oar  special  duty  to 
promote,  to  entertain  jurisdiction  of  any  ques- 
tion which  is  either  intended  or  calculated  to 
have  a  political  bearing  upon  either  of  the  two 
parties  that  now  divide  the  conntry.  ITafbrtn- 
nately  for  the  pablio  interest,  wehavetoo  mneb 
reason  to  apprehend  the  nndne  and  improper 
infbsion  of  party  politics  into  the  discuBaon  <^ 
those  legislative  measures  which  it  is  oar  dnty 
to  consider.  Under  this  impression,  I  entered 
upon  the  bndness  of  this  Congress  with  a  fixed 
purpose  of  avoiding  any  reference  to  this  Ad- 
ministration, farther  tlian  was  indiq>eu9ably 
necesaary  to  the  proper  di8<diaise  at  nj  da? 


Digitized  by  Google 


BBBATES  OF  OONGBESS. 


687 


JunULxr,  182&J 

in  relation  to  those  pnUio  measures  which  be- 
loBg  to  the  kgidatKm  of  CongreH.  Bat,  sir, 
I  preeome  I  ahul  obtain  credit  when  I  aaj  that, 
tfit  diallerer  become  dntj  to  make  any 
zoorement  here  tending  to  implicate  thia  Ad- 
adidatration,  I  shall  openlj  and  distinotl;'  avow 
mj  parpose.  BelieYing  it,  however,  to  be  in- 
oompatible  with  the  interest  of  the  couDtry  to 
carry  on  this  discossion,  either  for  the  pnrpose 
ol  inculpating  or  exonlpating  Uie  Administra- 
tion, I  dnoerely  hope  it  wiU  be  speedily  ter- 
minated :  for,  as  to  any  other  'object,  it  must 
evidently  end  in  nothing.  No  practical  resnlt 
can  posdUy  grow  ont  of  it  Uie  present  session. 
Tita  nvard  to  the  namber  of  ofBoers  existing 
imdor  this  GoTwnment,  and  the  aalartes  they 
now  ei^oy,  I  woold  remai^  in  the  first  place, 
that  tiie  present  Administration  cannot  be  fairly 
made  responsible,  bnt  to  a  very  small  extent, 
for  Qi9  one  or  the  other.  The  offices  were 
created,  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  their  sala- 
ries  fixed  by  law,  before  thia  Administration 
eame  into  power.  A  proposition  to  limit  the 
number  of  these  officers,  or  to  curtail  their 
salaries,  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  debated  as 
a  qaestion  affecting  the  present  incnmbents  of 
tiie  Execative  Government.  That  certainly  is 
not  Uie  point  of  their  responsibility.  On  the 
saUeot  of  the  proposed  retrenchments,  I  differ 
sntuelj  fh»tt  tuie  moTW  of  ibo  original  resoln- 
timu  The  tme  mode  of  eflfeeting  reforms  reaUy 
and  extendvely  beneficial  to  the  country,  is  not 
hj  lopping  off  pnblio  officers  with  an  indis- 
oriminating  hand,  and  curtailing  salaries  without 
a  dae  regard  to  Uie  Importance  of  the  dntiesfor 
which  they  are  paid.  This  is  at  best  bnt  a  very 
small  boainess.  No  saving  worth  the  discnssion 
eoald  be  effected  by  it.  If  any  thing  salutary 
is  to  be  done,  it  mnst  be  a  general  and  sys- 
tematic reform  of  the  system  which  regulates 
ud  controls  the  disbursement  of  the  public 
money.  An  effective  system  of  responsibility 
nught  save  millions  in  the  pnblie  ezpenditnres ; 
I  make  tills  general  reman  witiunit  any  refer- 
ence to  the  aotnal  opentiona  of  the  Govem- 
ment,  so  far  as  they^  are  connected  with  the 
present  Administration.  Bat  I  will  state  for 
the  information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky,  (Mr.  OniLTOK,)  and  for  the  pnrpose  of  il- 
lustrating the  view  I  am  presenting,  uiat  there 
are  two  of  the  Executive  Departments,  as  well 
organized,  both  with  reference  to  the  efficient 
performance  of  the  duties  belonging  to  them, 
and  to  the  strict  observance  of  economy  iu  the 
disbursement  of  the  pdblic  money,  as  any  De- 
partments ever  were  organized  in  any  Govern- 
ment on  earth.  I  refer,  fir,  to  the  Department 
of  War  and  tha$  of  the  General  Post  Office. 
Yet,  dr,  it  is  sosceptible  of  the  clearest  demon- 
stration, the  system  of  strict  acooontability  in- 
trodnoed  into  the  War  Department  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  War,  effected  an  annual  saving  of 
at  least  one  million  of  dollars  in  the  expenses 
of  the  Military  Kstablishment,  independent  of 
the  reduction  of  the  Army.  The  improvements 
iatrodneed  into  the  Post  Office  Departmenti 


have  added,  in  a  manner  not  less  striking,  to 
its  nsefidnesa  and  eotmomy.  ^nce  that  D^r^ 
ment  was  omnmltted  to  the  management  or  the 
excellent,  and  able,  and  fidthfiil  officer  who  now 

S resides  over  it,  an  increase  of  half  a  million  of 
ollars  has  been  added  to  it»  aunoat  revenne, 
while  the  facilities  for  the  transmisnm  fxf  In- 
telligence by  the  mail,  throughout  every  por- 
tion of  the  UnioD,  have  been  increased  two  or 
three-fold.  And  how,  sir,  were  these  sigoal 
improvements  effected  I  By  diminishing  the 
number  of  the  officers  connected  with  those 
Departments  t  So  far  fVom  this  being  the  case, 
the  cnmber  of  officers  was  as  mach  increased  aa 
was  necessary  for  a  proper  distribntion  of  duties 
and  divisioB  of  responsiUU^.  To  each  officer 
was  asRgned  his  ^ipropriate  dnty,  ud  the  officer 
whose  dnty  it  was  to  oontrol  and  check  the  die- 
bnrsing  officers,  had  no  agency  in  making  the 
disbnrsement.  To  the  complete  success  m  this 
system  in  the  Post  Office*  Department,  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  clerks  has  been  indispen- 
sable. And  I  was  informed  the  other  day  by 
the  Postmaster  General,  that  one  single  clerk 
bad  been  the  means  of  saving  fifty  thousand 
doUars,  I  think.  In  the  postage  of  newspapers 
alone.  What  are  we  to  infer  from  these  facts 
on  the  subject  we  are  discussing  f  I  will  tell 
yon,  sir.  As  it  is  i^parent  thaJt  no  beneficial 
reforms  have  ever  yet  oeen  introduced  that  did 
not  proceed  the  chief  officers  of  tiie  Ex- 
ecutive Departments,  so  may  we  jastly  infer, 
that  no  important  improvements  ever  will,  or 
ever  can  be  made,  witnout  at  least  the  ud  and 
co-operation  of  those  officers.  If  we  have  not 
at  the  head  of  those  Departments,  able,  Afficient, 
and  practical  men — men,  sir,  who  have  a  talent 
for  business — I  will  not  say  for  action,  lest  I 
should  be  misconstrued,  as  on  another  occasion, 
to  mean,  military  action — unless,  in  a  word,  we 
have  men  eminentiy  qualified,  not  only  to  talk 
aboDt  public  businesa,  bnt  to  do  it  auooessftilly, 
it  will  be  in  Tun  for  this  House  to  attempt  any 
thing  like  a  beneficial  reform  in  relation  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  moncgr.  It  mnst  be 
obvious,  I  tiiinlc,  from  these  views  of  the  subject 
that  it  will  never  answer  any  good  purpose,  to 
go  blindfold  into  the  businetM  of  reform,  onttil^ 
off  indiscriminately  this,  officer  and  that,  witii- 
oat  a  thorough  and  comprehennve  knowledge 
of  the  whole  system,  and  the  relation  which 
the  officers  in  question  bear  to  that  system.  So 
far,  therefore,  as  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  proposes  a  reduction 
of  officers,  or  a  decrease  of  their  salaries,  and 
that  seems  to  be  its  principal  aim,  I  repeat  my 
opinion,  that  the  inquiry  must  end  in  notiiing, 
We  should  only  send  a  committee  of  this  House 
a  tilting  against  shadows.  With  what  consist- 
ency, nr,  oonid  any  oomraittee  of  thia  House 
recommend  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  Ex- 
ecutive officers,  when,  at  the  very  last  session. 
Congress  authorized,  by  law,  an  increase  of  the 
nnmber  employed  in  almost  every  one  of  the 
Executive  Departments  ?  I  cannot,  therefore, 
oimsent  to  indulge  the  peculiar  views  ol  any 
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member  on  either  side  of  the  Hoase  so  &r  as 
to  ooQsarne  the  time  of  tiiis  House,  which 
oogbt  to  be  devoted  to  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  eestioii,  in  what  must  evidently  prove  to  be 
an  unprofitable  inquiry,  and  worse  than  an  un- 
profitable discussion.  I  have  no  idea,  sir,  of 
converting  this  hall  into  an  arena  for  conducting 
ft  political  canvass.  A  few  words,  sir,  with  re- 
gard to  the  amendmmt  I  have  ofi'ered. 

It  appears  tram  flie  very  large  vote  recently 
given  against  layinv  the  reMdntion  on  the  table, 
including  both  parae&  that  the  House  deem  an 
inqnirr  neoessary  and  proper.  The  friends  of 
the  Aoministration  seem  to  regard  snob  an  in- 
qniiy  necessary  to  exonerate  the  Administration 
from  the  imputations  sopposed  to  be  cast  opcm 
them.  Now,  I  am  dearly  of  the  cminion,  that, 
if  we  go  into  an  inquiry  at  all,  it  should  not  be 
mere  children's  play.  If  we  are  to  prosecute 
an  inquiry  into  the  allied  or  the  possible  abases 
oi  the  Gkivemment^  let  as  direct  that  inquiry, 
ipedfioally,  to  those  parts  ot  the  system  where 
snefa  abases  are  most  likely  to  occur.  Thongfa 
I  wiU  never  sanation  tlie  injostioe  of  making 
fhla  Administration  respoDmble  for  tiie  extent 
of  the  peace  establishment,  civil  and  military ; 
yet  the  application  of  the  various  contingent 
funds  placed  at  their  diqwaal,  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent matter.  I  perceive  tiw  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Hoose  are  very  prompt 
to  meet  this  as  an  attack  on  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, and  to  insist  upon  an  inquiry,  with 
a  view  to  their  defence  and  exonlpation.  I 
would  suggest  to  tiioee  gentlemen,  that,  if  tbeir 
object  is  to  whitewash  the  Administration,  they 
can  aceomplicii  it  only  by  giving  the  inquiry  a 
direction  snob  as  I  have  propMed.  All  the 
other  pcrfnta  of  inqniiy  that  have  been  suggests 
ed,  are  perfectly  immaterialf  so  fiv  as  thia  Ad- 
ministration is  oonoemed.  Bnt  if  there  has 
been  any  thing  extravagant  or  improper  in  the 
ftpplioation  of  the  contingent  fund,  they  ought 
to  be  held  responsible  for  it.  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  manner  in  which  tliis  fund  has 
been  employed,  particularly  as  relates  to  diplo- 
matic agents  and  messengers  sent  abroad.  I 
have,  however,  seen  it  repeatedly  stated  in  the 
public  printfr— 4od  I  can  make  the  matter  no 
more  notorious  by  stating  it  here,  or  I  would 
not  state  it — that  a  distinguished  editor  of  a 
newspaper  in  Virginia,  received  A-om  the  con- 
tingent fund  about  1,700  ddlars,  for  going  to 
Buenos  Ayres  on  pnbUe  bnriness,  when,  in  fact, 
he  vent  to  Enrop<B  on  his  own.  Abuses  of  this 
kind,  if  they  exut,  oi^t  sorely  to  be  exposed 
and  correoted.  If  they  do  not  exist,  it  is  due 
to  the  officers  implicated,  that  the  truth  shcmld 
be  presented  in  an  auUientic  form  to  the  puuic. 
I  think  the  contingent  fund  a  very  proper  sub- 
ject of  investigation,  without  any  reference  to 
alleged  abuses.  There  should  be  an  annual 
scrutiny  by  the  committees  of  this  Tlouse  into 
the  application  of  all  the  contingent  funds,  and 
the  scrutiny  cannot  be  too  minute.  Sir,  I  was 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  this  subject  altogether; 
hut,  as  it  has  been  forced  upon  as  from  all  sides 
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of  the  House,  I  cannot  consent  to  it  only  in  the 
specific  and  oractical  form  indicated  in  tb« 
amendment  I  nave  sobmitted. 

Hr.  Randolph  addressed  the  Cbair.  Tbit 
has  arrived,  (said  he,)  which  mast  have  bea 
foreseen  by  every  member  yesterday,  whether 
he  voted  for  or  against  the  motion  to  lay  thia 
resolution  on  the  table.  This  House  is  ocm- 
verted  into  an  electioneering  arena.  I  shoidd 
not,  permit  me  to  say,  before  I  go  any  &rtber, 
have  inquired  of  the  gentleman  man  Oluo 
*'  over  the  way  "—I  will  not  say  oat  ttf  tbs 
way — at  which  of  the  two  gentiemen  from 
Virginia  who  had  spoken  on  tiiis  snbjKt  b« 
levelled  his  remarks,  if  he  had  not  responded  to 
the  inquiry  of  my  colleague  that  he  did  not  ia- 
tend  them  for  him :  and,  as  at  my  call  he  de- 
clares that  he  did  not  intend  them  for  dm,  I 
leave  it  to  that  other  gentiemen  from  Vir^ais, 
whoever  he  may  be,  who  has  spolwi  on  Uiii 
debate,  to  take  tiiem  to  himself. 

[Here  Mr.  Wbioht  asked  permisskm  to  ex- 
plain—but Mr.  Rahdolph  refused  to  yield  the 
fiocn*  for  that  purpose.] 

Bat,  (e(»itinaed  lur.  K.,)  if  the  geotlemsa 
meant  my  colleague,  (Hr.  Floto,)  to  my  col- 
league  I  relegate  the  gentleman,  bung  well 
satisfied  that  he  could  not  be  in  better  bands. 
Yes,  dr,  with  this  thing  I  buve  done  forever. 
I  will  not  be  provoked,  nor  will  I  suffer  myself 
to  be  induced  to  enter  into  personalities  with 
any  man  upon  this  floor ;  but  I  do  know  thst 
the  newspapers  have  it  in  their  power,  sod, 
whether  dewgnedly  or  not,  they  do  exerdM 
that  power,  of  ^viog  to  my  remarks  s  put- 
genoy  and  an  application,  wbidi,  as  made  I? 
th<7  woe  divested  of— I  refer  now  to  ft  Is^ 
notoriooB  occaMon. 
And  now,  tir,  let  me  call  the  attentiwof  the 
House  to  the  aroeodment  of  the  gentianaa  fraa 
Soutii  Carolina,  and  the  peculiar  state  of  tbion 
in  which  we  are.    I  will  vote  for  tlie  ameiM- 
ment  of  the  gentieman  from  South  Garoluis, 
but,  if  it  is  adopted,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
resolution,  as  amended.    I  was  sent  here  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  a  Representative  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  for  the  good  of  those  whom 
I  represent ;  and  that  duty  f  shall  discharge,  un- 
deterred by  calls  of  yeas  and  nays,  and  by  the 
bugbears  and  hobgoUins  which  may  be  coo- 
Jured  up  of  any  aopposed  req>onnbility— un- 
dismayed by  any  nar  oi  imputations  of  snp- 
pressing  inquiry,  or  (tf  conniving  at  paUiesbiaas 
— insoisible  to  any  imputations  of  throwing 
oat  against  Government  charges  which  I  ■n 
not  prepared  to  establish.   I  ^all  vote  againit 
the  resoluticat,  ftarlesa  of  oonsetmeiices,  and 
the  motives  upon  which  I  vote  J  will  avow 
to  my  constituents,  and  in  the  face  of  the  world. 
I  have  never  yet  refused  to  do  so,  under 
mudi  more  trying  circumstanoes  than  tb« 
present — for,  in  proportion  as  the  atmosjAerf 
presents  nothing  but  clouds  and  darkoeas  to  the 
view  of  the  gentiemftu  from  Indians,  Qb. 
Bun,)  BO  to  me  the  aq>ect  of  it  exhibits  iodi- 
cfttions  ct  retnmbig  Boiuliine.  Kt^  sir,  I  shd 
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not  be  deterred.  I  shall  do  whoteTer  I  think 
right— «nd  when  I  so,  I  do  not  uj  that 
otoen  Till  not — far  from  it— I  will  not  Tote  for 
uy  proposition,  whether  from  fHend  or  from 
foe,  which  I  think  calculated  to  injare  the  great 
cause  of  the  people  of  Uiese  United  States. 
Ko,  sir,  no  glow  that  can  be  given  to  my  words, 
no  coloring  whatever  that  may  be  pat  npon  my 
oondact,  wall  iodace  me  to  say  aye  when  I  am 
inclined  to  eay  no,  or  no  when  my  feelings 
nompt  me  to  say  aja.  I  maj  stand  alone.  I 
Lave  Men  in  small  minorities  under  the  first  ot 
.  the  present  dynas^,  and  I  have  been  in  a  mi- 
Bwity  under  the  second,  and  it  is  very  po^ble 
I  may  be  in  a  minority  now — ^bnt  that  will 
make  no  difference  to  me. 

Sir,  it  is  a  received  maxim  of  the  common 
law,  orawD  from  the  only  fonntun  of  wUdom, 
experience,  (and  the  experience  of  ages,)  that  no 
man  shall  be  trusted  to  try  his  own  caose,  or  be 
a  witness  in  his  own  case.  It  ih  on  the  appli- 
caticKL  of  that  wise  and  salntaiy  maxim  to  oar 

r resent  situation,  that  I  say  no  to  this  inqoiry. 
say  no.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  told 
oa  fchat^  for  bis  part,  he  is  willing  to  sink  or  to 
swim  with  the  Admijiistration.  He  has  muled 
liii  ooIotb  to  the  mast.  Sir,  I  admire  his 
gdlantry^  bat  he  most  pardon  me  if  I  have  no 
wish  to  sink  along  with  him,  or,  what  is  wme, 
to  sink  Uie  oaii3e  in  which  I  am  embarked 
against  him,  by  agreeing  to  any  meamra,  pru- 
dent or  impradent,  concerted  or  nnooneerted, 
matored  or  precipitate,  which  any  new  or  any 
old  member  may  throw  into  Hiia  Honse.  I  say 
to  that  gentleman,  and  to  others,  that,  as  soon 
as  they  give  ns  the  helm,  we  are  responsible, 
and  not  before,  for  the  safety  of  the  ship.  But 
I  will  not  consent  to  inflate  her  suls — ^I  will  not 
consent  to  impel  her  canvas — ^I  will  not  consent 
to  work  like  a  galley  slave  at  palling  the  oar, 
while  she  has  a  helmsman  who  may  atany  time 
he  pleases  ran  her  on  a  ihod,  ud  mue  me 
nqpiffio^ble  for  tho  resnlt  Xo,  dr,  I  will  be 
ocmtent  to  -wait,  I  will  wi^t,  rir,  nnUl  a  fao- 
twoB  m^ority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  wno  have  retanied  a  factioas  m^ority 
to  the  other  Hoase,  and  as  I  hope  to  this  idso, 
shall  have  elected  a  iat^ons  ^vaident  Sir, 
yon  had  scarcely  taken  yonr  seat  in  that  chair, 
Wore  one  of  the  master  spirits  of  tiie  times 
sneeringly  said  to  oa,  I  wish  yoa  joy,  yon  are 
now  the  majority  in  both  Houses,  and  yoa  are 
reqwnsible  for  the  measures  of  Oovemment. 
I  cry  yoa  merqy,  Master  Stephen,  I  cry  yoa 
mwoy — we  are  not,  and  do  not  mean  to  be  Urns 
re^cmsible;  and  for  that  very  reascMi,  beoanse 
we  do  not,  I  shall  vote  against  this  measure^ 
and  against  any  other  ont  of  the  ordinary 
routine  of  business,  that  may  be  brought  up. 
Sir,  with  the  gentleman  from  South  uvoUna 
Qb.  MoDuTFu)  I  am  for  masks  <kK  .  And  now 
what  do  you  mean  to  do  ?  Do  yon  mean,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Oarolina  said,  to 
send  to  a  man,  who  is  both  witness  and  judge 
la  his  own  case — and  in  using  Uiis  langaage,  it 
nay  be  said  that  I  am  TTiBkipg  imiwoationB 
yoz.ix.-4i 
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against  illustiiooB  and  great  men,  to  whom  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  a  Jast  poa- 
terity,  and  even  the  present  age,  will  not  fail  to 
do  justice.  Sir,  I  do  no  such  thing — I  make  no 
other  implication  than  that  which  every  free  and 
wise  people  make  against  our  oonuoon  nature 
— I  do  say,  it  would  be  requiring  more  of  par- 
ties implicated,  than  can  justly  be  demanded 
from  human  nature,  and  therefore  at  least  as 
much  as  can  fairly  be  demanded  of  them,  to 
ask  them  to  decide  in  this  case.  You  are  re- 
quiring men,  whose  poUtieal  wdst«ioe  hangs  by 
a  KOffx  hidr,  and  wno  have  already  the  rittu 
SardinieM  of  politloBl  death  upon  th«r  coon- 
tenanoe — for  it  was  with  a  Sardonic  sneer  that 
we  were  told  that  we  had  become  responMUs 
for  the  measures  of  the  Government ;  you  are 
required  to  call  upon  them  to  do  any  tiling 
which  may  have  an  effect  to  hasten  that  event. 
Sir,  I  will  do  no  such  thing.  I  will  not  call 
upon  them.  And  why  not  I  Because  I  may, 
by  possibility,  by  that  call,  pot  it  in  their 
power  to  protract  a  little  longer  their  political 
lives.  I  say  "by  possibility  ^  and  that  is  a  poa^- 
bili^  which  I  am  detennmed  to  avoid.  No^ 
sir,  if  this  Honse  ia  to  be  oonveited  into  a 
political  arena,  and  I  shall  be  aconaed  as  (me 
the  gladiators,  whether  the  man  with  the  tri- 
dent or  him  with  the  net,  I  do  not  say,  I  am 
clear  that  we  should  so  speak  that  every  man, 
woman,  and  child,  in  the  United  States,  shall 
be  able  to  understand  our  drift.  I  then  shsJl 
call  upon  the  present  men  in  power  fornotiiing 
that  can,  directly  or  indirectly,  enable  them  in 
the  smallest  degree  to  affect  the  great  question 
which  is  now  at  issoe  between  tliem  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  which,  as  in- 
terested  parties,  I  will  take  none  of  their  evi- 
dence that  I  can  avoid. 

I  believe  I  have,  by  this  time,  pretty  well 
explained  my  object.  Sir,  what  should  we 
have  said,  thirty  years  ago,  of  one  of  that  par- 
ty, to  which  I  had  the  honor  to  belong,  as  the 
youngeat  and  most  homble  member,  if  he  had 
brought  forward  a  proposition^  onconsultii^ 
and  unconsultod,  which  might  give  the  adverse 
party  some  color  to  their  sinking  cause,  and 
pot  it  in  their  power  to  live  one  more  term  ? 
Bat,  sir,  I  have  anotiier  objection  to  the  reso- 
lution. The  public  mind  is  in  a  state  of  ex<nte- 
ment,  soch  as  must  ever  exist  on  the  eve  of  a 
great  political  battle.  And,  ur,  I  shotdd  as 
soon  look  for  perfect  calmness  and  composure 
on  the  eve  of  a  battie  of  another  sort,  or  rather 
after  the  fight  has  begun,  as  that  such  an  inves- 
tigati(m  should  now  be  oondnoted  with  that 
patience  and  deliberation  which  it  demands. 
Sir,  the  advene  party  would  gladly  catch  at 
such  a  resolution.  In  the  time  to  whkh  I  have 
referred,  tiie  mling  party,  tor  th^  held  their 
majority  in  both  Hoosea  to  the  last,  £d  catch 
at  some  snch  straws:  they  were  drowning 
men — drowned  they  are.  I  had  intended  to 
have  sud  something  as  to  the  challenges  so 
boldly  made,  to  point  out  the  ofiioes  that  ought 
to  be  aboliihed,  and  the  ej^enditares  wmoh 
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ought  to  be  retrenched.  Bnt  I  feel  my  strength 
unequal  to  my  purpose.  Bnt  I  mnst  say,  that 
in  the  affair  of  the  Panama  (nnee  called  the 
Tacnbaya)  mianon,  not  only  new  offices  were 
created,  bat  new  dootrinea  were  started  in 
reference  to  tiie  EzecntiTe  prerogative,  which 
were  wholly  miknown  to  the  oonatitntion  and 
to  the  practice  of  the  predecessors  of  the  pres- 
ent Chief  Magistrate:  and  I  wOl  tell  my  wor- 
thy colleagae,  (Mr.  Exorn,)  if  he  will  permit 
me,  t^at  there  has  been  an  unprovement  on  bis 
plui  of  soiding  Ministers  abroad,  and  bringing 
them  back  when  they  have  finished  their  busi- 
ness :  for  they  are  now  sent  abroad  on  sleeve- 
less errands,  that  they  may  oome  back,  Tt  in- 
'/eetOf  to  pocket  their  emolnments.  Is  not  this 
tbe  fact  ?  Sir,  we  have  had  (to  say  nothing  of 
Taenbaya)  two  nusuons  to  England  nnder  this 
Administration ;  one  of  them  was  a  complete 
abortion ;  and  as,to  the  other,  what  has  it  done 
for  the  public  good  ?  what  object  has  it  accom- 
plished I  We  were  told  by  the  very  accurate 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  Buoiunab,) 
whom  I  always  hear  wit3i  pleasure,  that  these 
mistions  were  Justified  mx  t&e  gronnd  that  the 
aoquiutxon  ot  Bonth  America  had  created  a 
swarm — I  believe  that  was  the  word— of  Diplo- 
Inatic  appointments.  Bo  mac^  the  worse  for 
us,  sir.  Are  we,  whenever  a  nation,  great  or 
small,  changes  its  relations  to  another  nation, 
and  becomes  independent  of  that  other  nation, 
instantly  to  send  oS  Ambassadors  to  it?  Are 
we  to  make  use  of  the  incident  as  a  pretext  for 
increasing  that  patronage  which  all  profess  to 
wish  to  diminish  1  Bnt  we  are  told  that  the 
Freddent  has  recommended  to  us  economy  and 
retrenchment  Tes,  sir,  he  did  recommend 
them,  in  one  of  those  lofty  generalities  with 
which  all  aermons,  political  or  religious,  abound, 
which  might  be  prmted  In  blank,  like  law  pro- 
cess, and  filled  as  occasion  mi^t  require.  But 
L  nr,  am  for  looking  at  the  practices,  and  not 
tne  precepts  oi  the  parson,  political  or  r'-li- 
gions.  I  suppose,  sv,  our  good  friends  the 
Greeks — yes,  sir,  suppose  that  the  Greek — who 
Is  Orctcuhu  MurtAM,  the  same  animal  now  that 
he  was  in  the  time  of  Juvenal,  except  that  he 
is  less  enlightened  and  reflned--~should  succeed 
in  throwing  ofi*  the  Turkish  yoke — "  the  faith- 
keeping  Turk" — I  suppose  we  must  have  an 
Amba^ador  sent  to  every  islet  and  nest  of 
irfrates  in  the  uEgean,  sir — we  must  send  one 
to  Hydra— one  to  the  Ocmthient— and  one,  I 
presume,  to  each  of  the  Oycladee.  So  that,  if 
my  friend  from  Virgti^  who  is  a  medical 
man,  will  permit  me  the  phrase,  the  disease, 
instead  of  being  conta^pou^  will  oe  tporadic — 
8^  indeed,  it  now  Is— and  highly  malignant. 

I  faAve  never  seen  but  one  Administra- 
tion,  which,  seriously,  and  in  good  futh,  was 
disposed  to  give  up  its  patronage,  and  was 
willing  to  go  farther  than  Congress,  or  even 
the  people  tnemselves,  so  far  as  Congress  repre- 
aents  their  feelings,  desired — and  that  was  the 
first  administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  He, 
rir,  was  the  tmly  man  I  ever  knew  or  heard  o^ 
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who  reaU^,  truly,  and  bcmestly,  not  only  sud, 
"no2ff  ^aiicopari,^^  but  aotuwy  refused  the 
mitre.   It  was  a  part  of  my  dut^,  and  (Hie  of 
the  most  pleasant  parts  of  public  duty  that  I 
ever  performed,  under  his  recommendation— sot 
because  be  recommended  it,  thank  God! — to 
move,  in  this  House,  to  relieve  the  public  at 
once  from  the  whole  harden  of  that  system  of 
internal  taxation,  the  practical  effect  of  whidi 
was,  whatever  might  have  bera  its  oli|ect,  to 
produce  patronage  rather  than  revcnne.  Be^ 
too,  had  really  at  heart,  and  showed  it  by  bis 
conduct,  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
and  that  in  the  only  mode  by  which  it  ever 
can  be  reduced,  by  lessening  the  expenses  of 
the  Government  till  the^  are  below  its  re- 
ceipts.  Bir,  there  is  no  witchcraft  in  that— no, 
nr — no  witchcraft  at  all— no  more  in  paying  a 
public  than  a  private  debt    Ton  may  have 
sinking  funds,  as  many  as  you  please,  and  never 
so  vast  a  financial  apparatus ;  but,  if  you  spend 
more  than  you  have,  you  will  be  in  debt  to  the 
cod  of  tiie  world.   Sir,  so  far  from  fearing  soy 
injurious  effect  from  the  too  rapid  p^mat  ttf 
the  national  debt,  I  would       the  three  per 
cents  now — Yes,  rir,  I  would  pay  them  at  par, 
if  necessary — fix  it  conid  only  prove  that 
money  is  worth  but  three  per  cent.   Sir,  I  was 
the  humble  instroment  of  introducing  tbe  first 
efficient  sinking  fimd,  by  setting  apart  a  givm 
sum  of  $7,800,000,  whidi  ever  opcnvted  to  re- 
duce the  national  debt.   When  that  debt  was 
increased  by  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana — aye, 
sir,  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  I — and  who 
was  for  and  who  was  ag^nst  it  then  f— who 
pronounced  the  aoquiMtion  unoonstitutionaL 
and  declared,  in  tiie  other  House,  that  we  had 
no  right  to  tax  the  people  of  that  country  I — 
the  &king  fiind  was  then  raised  to  eight  mil- 
lions.  Since  that  time,  owing  to  the  «bt  cre- 
ated by  the  expenses  of  the  war,  it  has  been 
raised  to  ten  millions.    The  gentltansn  from 
New  Tork  fMr.  Tatlob)  himself  admitted— 
and  I  thank  him  for  it — (he  waa  obliged  to  ad- 
mit it,  and  therefore,  perhaps,  my  debt  of  grat- 
itude is  tbe  less) — that  the  sinking  fond  has  not 
been  faithfully  applied  to  its  object    Sir,  I 
said,  in  some  hasty  remarks,  when  the  ^Ue- 
man  interrupted  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Flotd,) 
that  applying  surplus  balances  to  make  op  what 
had  been  piUagea  from  the  unking  fund,  iras 
robbing  Peter  to  pay  PaoL  No,  sir,  it  is  no 
such  l£ing — it  is  robbing  Peter  to  pay  iV 
teN-it  is  robUng  the  nuking  fund  to  pay  tbe 
rinkfng  flmd :  for,  as  it  haa  been  over  and 
over  again  said,  tbe  sinking  f^d  has  not  wly 
a  right  to  its  own  modicum  of  $10,000,000,  but 
it  is  reddnary  legiUee  beades ;  it  takes  all  die 
sniplna,  whi^ver  that  may  be,  as  its  own,  and 
you  never  can  ^ve  it  any  thing  in  return  f«- 
that  of  which  you  rob  i^  except  oat  tbit 
surplus  which  was  already  its  own.  Can't  gin 
it  any  more.   Your  giving  surplus  balances  to 
eke  out  tiie  sinking  nmd,  Is  nothing  more  thin 
like  the  false  guardian,  who,  when  oe  codmc  to 
settle  hia  acooonts^  pays  off  his  debts  to  Ui 
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ward  with  the  moaey  ont  of  which  he  hu 
Seated  him. 

We  are  aaked  by  the  gentlemen,  why  do  70a 
not  ipeoil^t    FarticiuriM  I  particnkrizel 
Show  OS  the  pariioolani  I   Ton  give  ns  a  snm 
total  without  anj  itenu^  u  iir.  Stetibig  njs  in 
the  jriiv.  Will  the  gentleman  hwe  cme  t  Sir, 
I  wul  give  yon  one  of  them.   The  Hoose  will 
^ve  me  that  credit  which  I  demand.    It  is 
only  my  doe.  I  did  state  that,  if  we  begin  this 
aystem  of  reform,  it  ought  to  begin,  like  mod- 
em charity,  at  home.   Sir,  I  never  pretended 
that  the  House  was  not  answerable  for  abuses 
as  well  as  any  other  branch  of  the  Oovem- 
ment.   Kow  for  one  item  of  them.   Sir,  at  the 
first  session  I  was  on  this  floor — it  was  the  last 
Congress  of  the  first  Mr.  Adams — whether  this 
will  be  the  last  of  the  second  I  cannot  aay — 
find  this  item  in  the  list  of  appropriataona :  For 
Hm  enenseaof  fire-wood^  stationery,  printing, 
and  all  oUier  oontingent  expenaes  ox  Congreas, 
twen^-one  thousand  riz  hnndred  and  nxty- 
fonr  dollars  and  forty  cents.    This  sum,  su, 
oovered  the  expenses  of  both  Hoasee,  and  in- 
cluded, bendes,  the  extraordinary  expense,  and 
fomisliing  eaq^  member  with  a  complete  copy 
of  the  Journals  of  the  old  Oongress.  This 
Hoose  then  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  two 
members,  one  only  of  whom  I  see  now  left, 
(Mr.  LrrnrosTON.)   Now,  we  have  218  mem- 
bers.  Then,  according  to  the  rule  which  has 
been  Introdaced  into  this  House — dr,  by  the 
nmple  rule  of  three,  if  102  gives  so  much, 
what  oofl^t  S18  to  i^vef  This  item,  be  it  re- 
membered, included  the  expenses  of  the  other 
body,  but  I  shall  confine  myself  now  to  the  ex- 
praises  of  this  body  alone.    For  the  present 
year,  the  total  estimate  fur  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  this  House  now  differs  bat  a  trifle 
from  ninety  thousand  dollars,  of  which,  I  am 
justified  in  saying,  fifty  thousand  Is  for  printing 
alone ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  sir, 
if  the  Britiiih  Parliament  paid  for  their  print- 
ing by  the  same  rale  that  we  do,  it  is  not  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars — which  we  are  told 
Mceeds  the  whole  annual  expenses  of  Congress 
— but  that  is  not  my  statement,  runember — 
ih^  will  defray  their  printer^s  bill.   No,  air, 
and  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  what  will  defray  it. 
I  happ«n  to  have  had  an  opportoniU  of  seeing 
a  good  deal  of  the  printing  of  the  British  Par- 
liunent.   It  is  not  made  up,  like  ours,  of  title 
pages  and  blanks,  and  broadsides  of  every  thing 
and  any  thing — motions,  petitiona,  bills,  re- 
ports, resolutions,  amendments,  and  every  mat- 
ter which  can  be  brought  into  the  House  of 
Commons.    Ho,  air,  they  go  on  and  print 
closely ;  and  where  one  line  ends,  another  be- 
eins,  (I  make  no  allowance  for  the  high  rates  of 
living  and  wages  in  that  country ;)  but  I  will 
let  the  House  mto  the  fact,  that  when  the  rate 
of  printing  fin-  this  body  was  settled,  a  printer 
— •  worthy  and  honest  man,  as  I  believe — was 
a  membw  of  Congress.  I  speak  tnm  the  in- 
foimation     one  of  the  first  nun  in  the  ooiui- 
tij.  Ilia  rate  was  find  dnripg  the  deprecift- 
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tion  of  paper  money,  which  I  described  yester- 
dVij,  when  every  thing  brought  ten  prices,  and 
it  has  rem^ed  not  unsettled.  No,  sir ;  for  it 
has  been  regulariv  settled  and  paid  ever  since. 
It  has  remomed,  from  that  tiuu  to  this,  at  the 
same  rate — thou^  one  iollar  now  wiU  iray  as 
much  of  land,  slaves,  every  article  from  which 
we  draw  subsistence,  as  four  dollars  would  bur 
then.  To  illustrate  this,  I  will  state  a  fact.  A 
gentleman  whom  I  knew,  owning  a  fertile, 
but,  as  he  bought,  an  unhealthy  tract  of  land, 
on  the  Roanoke,  sold  it,  and  purohaaed  a  small 
tract,  on  which  he  built  a  house  that  coat  him 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  that  sum  will  build 
what  is  considered  a  first-rate  house  in  my  part 
of  the  country.  The  land  itself  was  not  good, 
nor  was  it  bad.  It  was  what  is  called  fair  land. 
The  state  of  his  afiiurs,  like  that  of  many  of 
his  neighbors,  soon  obUged  him  to  sell,  uid  be 
sold  the  landr  without  any  allowanoe  for  the 
improvemcats,  for  three  dollars  an  acre.  An 
aoqusintanoe  of  mine  was  tempted,  by  the  low- 
ness  of  price,  to  purchase  the  farm ;  thus  veii- 
fying  the  maxim  of  Poor  lUchord — that  he 
who  buys  what  be  does  not  want,  always  buys 
it  dear :  and  bo  it  tumed  out  in  this  case.  If 
he  wished  to  sell  it  now,  he  could  not  get  his 
money  back.  This  single  fact  was  worth  idl  the 
declamation  in  the  world.  In  the  same  quarter 
of  the  country,  land  (some  of  it  good  wood- 
land) has  sold  for  one  dollar  per  acre  I 

Sir,  I  have  not  done  with  this  subject  of  the 
public  printing,  and  the  price  pud  for  it.  I  do 
not  mean  to  worry  the  House.  It  Is  well 
known  to  the  members  of  tliis  House  (and  I 
hope  what  I  now  say  will  be  taken  down  rer- 
batim,  if  possible)— 4hat  the  public  printers  (tf 
this  House  are  also  the  editors  of  Uie  moat  ex- 
tensive— I  mean  in  point  of  superficial  content 
— ^the  most  extennve  journal  in  the  United 
States,  and  one  which,  from  having  been  hith- 
erto considered  as  possessing  a  sort  of  at  least 
demi-official  character — something  like  Uie 
Monitenr,  in  Paris,  but  not  exactly — and  from 
observing,  or  rather  professing  to  obsenr^  ft 
strict  neutrality,  had  obtuned  a  most  extensive 
circulation  at  home,  and  by  far  the  most  exten- 
sive abroad,  of  any  paper  in  this  country. 
Now,  sir,  we  also  know,  that  this  journal  la 
our  midn  stay  and  relianoe  f6r  the  reports  ol 
our  debates,  and  the  proceedings  of  this  House. 
Sir,  I  make  no  inference,  further  than  to  say — 
I  do  not  say  that  the  political  existence  of 
these  people  hangs  upon  the  event  of  thh  next 
election — the  thread  of  their  existence,  like 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  is  con- 
nected with  uiat  election — ^they  sink  with  the 
Administration,  having  abandoned  their  pro- 
fessed neutrality,  if  it  sinks;  and,  if  it  does 
not,  they  wiU  oertunly  swim.  I  moke  no 
more  imputations  on  them  than  that  they  havo 
$00,000  per  annum  staked  ou.  the  event— on  a 
ungle  card. 

If  the  amendment  of  the  gmtleman  from 
Sonth  Oarolhu  diaU  prevail.  If  I  midentanA 
the  matter  ct  it,  tliit  item  of  ezpe&ditnre  ooight 
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to  be  incladed,  as  one  over  which  we  have 
oomplete  control.  I  beg  pardon,  I  shonld  have 
suf^ested  this  before,  bat  I  knew  that  there 
iru  a  oommtttee  of  the  House  whose  dnty  it 
was  to  sncUt  Its  acMWnnta,  and  to  see  that  no 
Improper  Items  are  admitted.  I  have  pcdnted 
oat  one  abuse,  and  I  have  dose  it  where  it  was 

E roper  to  point  it  ont,  at  home.  Sir,  I  have 
nown  of  the  existence  of  these  evils  for  a 
long  time.  They  were  no  secret  to  me,  nor  did 
I  make  a  secret  of  them  to  any  bodj ;  bat  I  do 
blow,  that  a  man  might  oalcolate  on  as  much 
BDccess  in  going  a  tilting — ^not  at  shadows,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  says — not 
like  the  knight  of  La  Uancha  at  sl^eep  and 
windmills — bat  rather  at  a  flock  of  mad  cattle, 
pent  ap  in  a  narrow  lane,  as  to  attempt  to  fer- 
ret ont  the  abuses,  without  having  the  cordial 
oo-operation  of  those  who  an  at  the  head  of 
the  D^wrtmentB :  .  and  fliat  oo-operatlon  it 
would  be  worse  than  tdlj  to  pretend  to  look 
for.  On  that  subject,  rir,  I  dedare  the  pleasure 
that  it  givas  me  to  Mar  my  testimony,  such  as 
it  is,  Jong  with-'the  gentleman  from  South 
OaroHna,  to  the  public  services,  the  intelli- 
gence, the  inte^ty,  and  the  indefatigability  of 
the  officer  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office 
Department.  I  voted  against  increasing  bis 
salary.  It  is  the  only  one  of  the  Departments 
which  I  have  lately  had  any  thing  to  do  with, 
and  whenever  I  had  occasion  to  go  there,  I 
have  always  found  him  in  his  office,  and  at  his 
bonness.  -  Sir,  there  was  a  time  whoi  I  often 
had  to  viiit  the  Departments,  (which  does  not, 
however,  affect  the  present  Adndnisb«tion,) 
and  then  I  seldom  had  the  honor  to  find  any  of 
their  high  mightinesses  at  homu — I  mean.  In 
their  offices.  Sir,  we  cannot  expect  the  cor- 
dial co-operation  of  the  heads  of  Departments 
in  sach  an  inquiry  as  Is  now  proposed.  They 
are  pleading  oefore  the  bar  of  public  opinion 
for  their  lives,  with  a  zeal  proportioned  to  the 
strong  evidence  before  the  jury  of  iJieir  guilt. 

I  shall  vote,  however,  for  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  ^otleman  from  South  Carolina, 
and,  if  it  prevails,  I  shall  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution as  so  amMided.  And  let  me,  befim  I  sit 
down,  give  one  warning  to  all  conoenied.  This 
oonntry,  as  we  all  know,  is  divided  into  two 
adversaiy  parties;  and  we  must  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  fact,  if  we  do  not  know  that 
this  House  is  nearly,  or  quite,  equally  divid- 
ed between  them.  liu  e$t  db  halts  doeeri. 
I  set  one  of  these  parties,  perfectly  will- 
ing, no  donbt,  with  toe  very  great  man  to 
-whom  I  have  before  alluded,  to  tnrow  upon  us 
&e  responsibility  for  whatever  is  done  here, 
ntting  perfectly  still,  steadfast,  nlent,  and  de- 
mare,  bringing  forward  no  propontion  what- 
ever. I  see  the  other  party  throwing  out 
proposition  after  propontion.  The  opposite 
party  nevflr  ewnrnits  itself  until  after  a  night's 
reflection.  And  what  Is  the  consequence  t 
Thongh,  I  believe,  a  minority,  they  so  manage 
matters,  as  on  eveiy  question  to  oonstitate  an 
affective  m^ority  of  this  House,  and  then 
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throw  on  us  the  resjponsibiUty  of  their  own 
measures.   Sir,  this  is  a  new  sort  <tf  politkil 

justice. 

Agi^,  I  see  most  plainly,  with  th^  g«itle- 
man  from  South  Oarofma,  that  tfaia  inquiiy  wiQ 
end  in  moke — and  I  am  not  one  who-win  light 
the  fire,  or  help  to  raise  a  smoke  by  whu£  a 
retreating  adversary  may  cover  and  protect  his 
retreat.  X  will  afford  tbem  no  facilities  towards 
victory.  I  8t«nd  here  pledged  as  their  sdver 
Boiy,  quoad  hoc,  and  I  will  add  another  pledge 
to  oppose  any  and  every  party  who  woold  im- 
pose on  this  country  any  man,  as  its  Chief 
Ma^strate,  besides  him  who  receives  the  grest- 
est  number  of  its  votes.  Sir,  if  we  iniist 
amend  the  eonstitation,  I  shall  not  vote  for » 
hereditary  Chief  Magistrate — I  do  not  belong 
to  that  prlviluped  daas — the  Preddent  of  a 
minority  18  hardly  less  odious  than  a  kinp— but 
I  warn  the  House  against  any  attempt  at  reform 
while  the  Frerident  is  not  with  us.  In  the 
Seventh  Congress,  in  i^te  of  all  Mr.  J^eim 
did,  his  measures  were  thwarted ;  and  when 
was  an  Administration  stronger  ?  Then,  with 
a  House  of  Representatives  so  equally  balanced 
as  this,  (and  I  take  the  vote  for*the  election  of 
Speaker  as  the  indication  of  its  state,)  with  the 
scale  vibrating,  nearly  in  efuitUrio,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  be  certun  of  a  majority,  let  onr 
measures  be  ever  so  well  concerted.  How 
could  we  get  along,  even  if  the  Executive  was 
on  onr  doe,  acting  agunst  a  aoUd  phalanx  who 
h(dd  together— eo  perfectly  united  that  we  esn- 
not  cut  off  a  nngie  stragglar,  wUle  we  oor^ 
selves  act  more  like  raw  undlsdplined  nilitiat 
Sir,  I  speak  from  experience,  in  the  Seventli 
Congress,  sir,  we  never  could  have  got  along, 
with  the  aid  of  the  most  popular  President 
that  ever  lived,  (except  one,)  without  cousnlt- 
ing  before  we  acted.  We  were  obliged  to  hold 
—5  will  not  use  a  barbarous  word  which  hsi 
become  common  throughout  the  country,  and 
which  I  first  heard  in  this  lx>dy— bat  we  vere 
obliged  to  act  in  concert  And,  sir,  if  we  do 
not  act  in  concert  now,  it  is  not  we  who  will 
be  responsible  for  the  consequences.  And 
how  ou^t  we  to  actio  eonoert?  Sir,  leav- 
ing this  Government  Just  in  the  course  whcrs 
we  found  it.  We  onmt  to  observe  that  prac- 
tice which  is  the  haraest  of  all — eepedaify  fyt 
young  physicians — ^we  ought  to  tlirow  in  no 
medicine  at  all — to  abstun — to  observe  a  wiM 
and  masterly  inactivity.*  I  am  afraid,  sir,  ss^ 
Mr.  R.,  on  resuming  his  seat,  that  I  have  not, 
on  this  occasion,  added  to  my  precept  my  ex- 
ample. 

[Here  the  debate  blosed  for  IMa  day.] 


Satdsut,  Janoaxy  28. 
Bttrmekmatk 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  hvetofbre  Dioved  by  Mr.  Cmu^ 

*  Til*  ftzpTMiloa  of  Lord  Chatham,  oftoa  rvpMMd  hj  Jb. 
mister  In  the  wi  rf  tfci  ttfilah  liiyiy 
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tc^ther  with  tbe  modifloatioiis  proposed  bj 
Hessrs.  Tatlob  ftod  MoDoFris. 

And  the  qaestion  beiog  on  the  amendment 
mbmitted  hj  ICr.  MoDcffie  to  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Tatloe— 

ICr.  Gakson  said :  In  that  part  of  the  rulea 
of  the  Uotue  prescribing  the  dotjea  of  the  sev- 
eral eommittees,  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Poblio  Expenditnres  is  partioalfu'l; 
directed  to  this  subject,  and  it  is  made  their 
dntj  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  sereral 

EibUo  departments,  and  partionlarij  into  the 
ws  making  appropriations  of  moneja,  and  to 
T^rt  whemer  sneh  mon^  have  been  dla- 
bnrsed  eonformably  with  snch  ]a!WK 

We  find  this  duty  in  the  85th  nde  of  this 
House,  as  follows : 

"  It  shall  be  tbe  dot  j  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Expenditures  to  examine  into  tbe  state  of  the 
seTerml  public  departments,  and  particnUrly  into 
lavs  making  impropriations  of  mooeji,  and  to  re- 
port whether  tbe  moners  bare  been  disbursed  con* 
fiarmablj  with  sueb  laws ;  and  also  to  report,  from 
tisM  to  tine,  jraeh  proridons  and  arrangementa  as 
maj  be  neceasanr  to  add  to  tbe  eeonomr  of  the  de- 
paitments,  and  tlie  aceeuntabllitj  of  thdr  offloera." 

Nov,  I  did  believe  that  the  dntiea  of  that 
eommittee  being  o£  this  nature,  preoliided  the 
necessity  d  the  resolation  whidk  was  offynA, 
and  I  further  thonght  that  this  was  a  rerj  im- 
proper time  for  its  introduction — that  it  conld 
be  attended  with  no  beneficial  resolt  to  the 
eommnnity,  and  that  its  onlj  effect  would  be 
to  waste  the  time  of  this  bodj,  and  produce 
electioneering  speeches  on  this  floor.  I  was 
mistaken,  as  has  since  been  shown  by  the 
pn^ress  of  the  present  debate.  It  appears 
that  even  gentlemen  who  hare  expressed  a  dis- 
poaitioa  to  transact  the  pablio  business  and  re- 
turn home,  have  nerertheleas  been  actuated  by 
an  anxiety  of  a  politioal  kind,  to  torn  this  mat- 
ter to  the  benefit  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 
great  parties  which  now  divide  this  ooontry. 

Be  had  exptuned  himself  on  this  subject,  to 
a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  tbe  folding  room 
attached  to  this  Hoose  a  few  days  ago,  where 
he  waa  justified  in  saying,  that  he  saw  thou- 
sands of  the  celebrated  Vii^nia  Address,  writ- 
tm  by  Ohapman  Johnson,  fold'mg  to  be  sent  to 
the  North  and  to  the  West  and  even  to  the 
South ;  and  the  hope,  I  understand,  is  enter- 
ttuned,  that  the  old  State  of  North  Carolina, 
among  others,  Is  to  be  revolutionized  by  the 
e&et  (tf  tihis  address  of  Ohapman  JiAnson. 
But,  rir,  I  oan  tell  those  genUemen,  who  expect 
this  to  be  the  resnlt  in  North  Oarolina,  that 
th^  will  find  themselves  oomidetely  defeated 
in  all  their  efforts  to  prodnce  such  a  result 
Sa,  North  Carolina  has  repeatedly  been  tried, 
and  in  every  instance  she  has  been  true  to  her- 
self and  done  her  doty,  I  mentioned  to  that 
gentleman  that  all  such  attempts  were  perfectly 
useless,  and  the  reply  I  received  was,  "lliough 
the  chances  are  now  for  yoo,  yet  a  reaction 
will  qwedUy  be  brought  about,"  and  this  sub- 
ject is  suzed  nnon  as  one  means  to  aid  in  pro- 
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dnoing  that  result  l^r,  I  do  not  care  for  thia. 
No  event  in  future  ia  more  oertidn,  according 
to  my  judgment,  than  the  election  of  Generu 
Jackson ;  but,  let  that  be  as  it  may,  I  wiith  to 
see  no  diacossions  on  this  floor,  except  such  as 
are  calculated  to  advance  the  good  of  the  com- 
mqnity,  and  that  we  may  do  the  public  busi- 
ness and  go  home,  instead  of  remaining  here, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  Qir.  I£am- 
dolph)  has  smd,  to  feed  upon  the  publio 
Treasory. 

Speaking  of  the  establishment  at  West  Point, 
permit  me  to  make  cms  remark.  Among  Hm 
itema  in  the  eatimates  for  that  institution,  I 
find  the  following :  "  For  oompensation  to  20 
snpemnmerary  Second  lieutenants,  115,100.^ 
Here  are  twenty  young  men  who  have  been 
educated  at  tbe  publio  expense,  and  who  are 
now  supported  at  their  own  homes,  at  an  an- 
nual expense  of  $16,000.  Str,  is  this  econo* 
my  I  I  know  that  that  institution  was  got  up 
under  a  diffierent  Administration ;  but  this  ap- 
plication of  the  public  money  has  been  made 
by  the  present  Administration,  and  it  is  one  of 
tluMe  expe&ditores  wbioh  onght  to  be  consid- 
ered in  the  present  inqnl^. 

Mr.  Baskkt  8^:  While  we  confine  oor- 
selveL  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  legitimate  dutioB  do- 
volvea  on  ns,  we  continue  to  be  the  representft. 
tives  of  40,000  freemen ;  bat  that  moment  we 
condescend  to  become  electioneering  partisans, 
we  resolve  ourselves  into  units,  one  in  the 
great  mass  of  our  countrymen,  possessed  of 
equal  rights,  and  equally  competent  with  our- 
selves to  judge  and  decide  on  the  important 
question,  who  shall  biecome  oar  next  Chief 
Magistrate.  I  hare  resolved  to  steer  clear  of 
all  party  strife,  hut  seek  not  to  conceal  my  sen- 
timents. I  believe  the  present  to  be  an  honest 
Administration,  ably  administered.  In  Mr. 
Adams  I  behold  a  plain  unpretending  repnbli- 
can,  who  has  ei^oyed,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
the  confidence  of  all  his  illustrious  predeces- 
sors ;  incessantly  devoting  the  energies  of  his 
vigorous  intellect  to  the  advanoement  of  the 
best  interests  of  his  countiy ;  while  the  distin- 
guished services  of  Qen.  Jackson  have  encir- 
cled his  brow  with  a  wreath  of  never-fading 
glory,  and  embalmed  him  in  the  afiections  of 
a  large  portion  of  his  countrymen.  It  remains 
with  the  only  sovereigns,  the  people,  to  decide 
between  their  respective  claims.  It  is  not  for 
me,  nor  for  as,  to  interfere.  We,  too,  are  pob- 
lio servants,  and  have  other  important  duties 
assigned  to  ns.  My  maum  ever  has  been,  and 
shall  be— may  the  Admiidstration  oi  my  cotm- 
try  be  always  ri^t,  and  while  right  may  it  be 
au^orted. 

The  genUeman  fnnn  Tennessee  has  stated 

that  there  are  twwty  sopemnmeraries,  gradu- 
ates at  West  Point,  now  at  their  homes,  unem* 
ployed.  It  is  true,  sir.  Those  young  men,  in 
four  years  devoted  to  study,  are  permitted  but 
oDoe  to  visit  their  families.  After  obtaining 
their  degrees  they  genenlly  receive  a  furlough 
of  two  or  three  months,  whi(^  enables  them 
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to  renew  that  luterooane,  and  rekindle  that 
glow  of  affection  t(>  their  parents  and  friends, 
irhich  too  long  a  separation  might  entirely 
alienate.  Will  any  &ther  say  that  this  is  ex- 
travagant indolgenoe?  It  ia,  bowerer,  proba- 
ble, ^at  at  this  present  moment,  there  are  not 
Taoandes  In  the  army  to  offer  them  immediate 
employment,  bnt  in  a  Tery  short  time  they  be- 
come merged  in  the  Begister,  and  cease  to  be 
anpemameraries.  Having  seen  and  known  at 
IP  est  Point  the  destitute  orphan  son  of  a  wid- 
owed mother,  who  was  there  educated,  and  is 
now  we  of  the  most  distingaiahed  ProfoBwri, 
I  mention  the  fact,  to  csonvince  my  ftiend  trmn 
Tennessee  that  ita  bmefita  ore  not  mMumo- 
lixed  by  the  children  of  the  aflQaeDt  and  infln- 
MitiaL 

The  gentleman  from  Ytr^nia  expressed  great 
repngnanoe  at  the  idea  of  a  son  of  his  receiv- 
ing an  education  at  West  Point.  He  woald 
rather  he  should  make  his  mark,  and  not  be 
able  to  read  or  write.  Sir,  were  this  a  charity 
school,  so  would  every  man  who  had  the 
means  to  educate  his  children  out  of  his  own 

Snrse.  Do  not  those  young  men  repay  the 
ebt  of  gratitnde  due  to  the  nation  1  A  well- 
organixed  army,  well-constructed  fortifications, 
are  neoessaiy  to  its  d^enoe.  The  elementa  of 
militarj  sdence  imparted  to  them  beotone  the 
pnnMT^  of  their  country,  and  are  called  into 
active  requisition,  in  the  conatraction  of  its 
fortresses  and  resistance  to  its  enemies;  and 
even  ^onld  they  return  to  the  paths  of  civil 
Ufe,  Id  imparting  their  science  to  the  militia, 
our  nation's  beet  bulwark,  they  thus  contribute 
more  essentially  to  its  advantage  than  while  in 
the  tented  field.  I  have  never  ranked,  Mr. 
Speaker,  among  the  radicals.  I  hope  I  shall 
not  be  deemed  a  prodigal,  when  desiring  to  be 
found  among  those  liberal  politicians  disposed 
to  cherish  the  existing  institution^  of  our  coun- 
try, and  by  ample  appropriations,  commeosu- 
rate  with  her  resonroes,  advance  internal  im- 

Sovementa,  cherish  yonr  Army,  yonr  NaTy^ 
crease  yonr  national  defences  of  every  de- 
Boription ;  and  thus  accelerate  the  speed  of  the 
Bepnblio  in  her  march  to  the  high  destinies 
which  awut  her,  and  which  can  only  be  arrest- 
ed a  system  of  injudicious  and  wasted  par- 
•Imony. 

Mr,  DiniEL  said :  All  resolutions  of  this  de- 
scription, whenever  they  are  introduced,  pro- 
duce much  good.  They  awaken  all  concerned 
to  diligence  and  inquiry ;  abuses  are  searched 
out,  and  the  cause  of  economy  promoted.  Tet, 
it  has  wpeared  strange  to  me,  that  gentlemen 
on  thla  noor,  while  urging  evety  argument  they 
can  think  of  against  the  resolution,  tell  us,  at 
tiie  same  time,  that  they  are  stron^y  in  fiivor 

it.  They  declare  that  they  are  very  much 
in  fkvor  of  searching  out  abusM,  though  there 
are  no  abases  in  the  Oovemment  to  search  out, 
and  though  they  are  certain  it  will  end  in 
nothing,  yet  that  they  support  it,  and  will  vote 
fbr  it,  Iniis  course  of  argument  appears  to  me 
itrange.  That  abases  do  ^ist,  I  have  not  the 
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leaat  doubt ;  if  they  do  not,  why  do  gentlaiai 
oppose  inquiry  I  Can  any  iqjiuy  result  from 
it  f  If  the  Admiidstratioo  be  indeed  as  pore 
as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine,  it  ought  to 
be  their  boast  and  pride  that  the  s^rch  dionld 
be  made,  let  it  result  as  it  will.  They  call  npon 
us  to  point  out  the  abuses.  Many  have  alreaiiy 
been  pointed  ontw  But,  is  this  the  time  to  call 
out  for  a  detail  of  the  lUrases,  when  we  are  just 
appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  if  any  abnsei 
exist  t  They  make  a  question^  and  answer  it 
themselves.  They  tell  ns  all  is  well,  Eveiy 
thing  is  as  it  shooM  be.  Well,  sir,  if  K},lat 
the  inqniry  go  on.  Let  ns  aee  if  the  Adn^ii^ 
tration  is  as  pore  as  Hhtj  would  liave  as  be- 
lieve. I  acknowledge  that  I  am  inoompetoit  to 
point  out  the  various  abusea  tliat  may  exist  in 
a  Govenuneot  so  o(»npUoated  as  oars.  It  it 
only  from  newspaper  rumor  that  I  derive  my 
knowledge  of  it.  And,  if  I  am  to  believe  what 
I  see  there,  then  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  there 
ought  to  be  an  inqniry.  I  could  name  some 
ofllccB  which  have  been  created  under  thu  Ad- 
ministration. The  Panama  missitm  has  oc»t  ui 
somewhere  about  $80,000  or  $100,000.  Has  H 
resulted  in  any  great  benefit  f  A  Minister  vst 
sent  to  Enghuia,  who  was  perfectly  soperaa- 
nuated,  and  wholly  nnable  to  paform  aay 
dnty,  uid  it  was  through  this  tliat  we  lost  the 
West  India  trade,  and  this,  in  my  opinicii,  was 
a  great  loss.  There  was  another  great  abuse 
of  power.  This  man  was  known,  at  the  time, 
to  be  incompetent,  and  his  mission  cost  m 
$80,000  or  $40,000.  We  have  had  another 
Minister  sent  out  since,  who  has  retained  with- 
out mnch  benefit  There  have  been  other 
abuses.  Men  have  been  paid  for  taking  out 
despatches  to  onr  Ministers,  who  went  oat  in 
the  veiT  ship  with  the  Ministers  themielTea. 
I  shonld  ceruinly  have  thought,  that  tiie  Min- 
ivers mif^t  have  so  fiir  oondeaowded,  as  to 
take  charge  cf  these  doenmenta  tbemselvea. 
Another  instance  of  almse  is  to  be  ibond  in  the 
ontflta  of  onr  fbreian  Hinisten.  $9,000  per 
annum  as  salary,  I  uioold  think,  was  an  ample 
provision,  without  $9,000  ontfit,  esperially 
when  we  furnish  a  vess^  and  bear  all  the  ex- 
penses of  their  transportation  to  the  spot. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  an  it^  which  calla  for 
retr^chment,  and,  under  the  resolution,  it  can 
be  reached.  But,  we  not  only  pve  our  Uinis- 
tera  outfits  when  they  go  out,  but  we  must  gTs 
them  homefita  when  they  ocnne  home.  Was 
not  this  the  case  with  young  Mr.  Sing  I  Hs 
had  an  outfit  of  $4,600,  and  yet  fais  homefit 
was  {udd  him  wiUiin  uxtj  days.  Is  than  aay 
example  of  tliis  nuder  oUier  AdminiitntioDBl 
Sir,  it  is  mormons.  It  may  appear  a  little 
sum,  but  it  is  very  much  if  rightly  consdered. 
The  expenditnre  f>f  the  pulihe  money  in  tbe 
Government  at  home,  has  been  made  the  sqI>- 
kct  of  equal  abuses.  In  the  QoartermasteT'i 
Department  of  the  Army,  the  diabursement  of 
$800,000  is  attended  with  an  expense  of  $60,000 
or  $60,000.  Is  there  taj  one  vho  eamwt  ssa 
that  this  is  an  aboaet 
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Hr.  Olabe,  of  Eaitncky,  said :  I  am  now 
glad  to  see  a  proif>ect  of  exoitetaent  being 
allayed  by  means  of  the  resolution  introdnoea 
by  my  frioid  from  KeotDoky.  I  prefemd  the 
original  form  of  the  Teaolntion,  however,  sinoe 
I  think  that  the  Committee  oi  Ways  and  Meaae 
ta  the  proper  organ  throngh  whom  this  inquiry 
should  he  made.  It  wUI  be  recollected  that,  at 
the  last  sesdcm,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Mmeetly  recommended  the  exchange  of  the 
rixteen  miltiona  of  the  present  six  per  cent, 
stock  of  the  United  States  for  other  stock,  of  a 
later  date  of  payment,  at  five  per  cent.,  by 
which  operation,  had  it  been  adopted,  were 
wonld  have  been  effected  a  clear  annoal  saving 
of  160,000  dollars,  and  1  connder  it  well  wor- 
ibj  at  eoanderation  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Heau  wheUier  audi  an  exchange  cannot 
atiU  be  effteted.  I  preferred  the  flnt  resoln- 
tkm,  becaose  it  reflBned  the  inquiry  to  a  omn- 
mittee  which  may  Jnstly  be  entitled  the  first  in 
this  Honse,  and  c$  which  I  am  free  to  say, 
thi^  in  its  wisdom,  application,  and  integrity,  1 
entirely  confide.  I  Uimk  the  snl^ect  ought  to 
be  referred  to  t^t  committee,  and  to  no  other. 
It  is  one  of  the  peculiar  sabjeots  over  which 
that  oommittee  is  called  to  premde,  by  the 
Boles  and  Orders  of  this  Hoose ;  and  although 
I  should  be  loth  to  burthen  the  committee  with 
anneoeasaiy  lalwr,  yet  I  oonaider  it  of  vital  im- 
portance to  call  forth,  in  thia  inquiry,  tiie  first 
talentB  of  tlw  eomtry.  It  is  «n  investigation, 
whiob,  from  its  own  natnre,  cannot  properly 
be  encnted  nolesa  by  an  individual  intimately 
acquainted  with  all  the  operations  of  the  Dfr- 
partments  of  this  Government.  The  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Ueaas,  in  the  regular  dis- 
charge <^  tiielr  duty,  have  been  compelled  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  routine  of  busi- 
ness in  the  DepartmMts.  They  have  tiie 
knowledge  and  are  familiar  with  it,  and  they 
eould  prosecute  the  inquiry  with  one-third  of 
the  labor  that  would  be  required  by  any  other 
committee  of  the  House;  and  when  they 
should  present  a  repml  it  would  have  &r  more 
of  the  confidence  of  this  Honae^  than  if  pro- 
ceeding from  any  other  quarter. 

Sir,  I  have  regretted  to  witness  the  diarao- 
ter  of  tJiis  debate.  Surely,  this  is  a  question 
which  does  not  characterize  party  in  tiiis 
Honse.  Surely,  we  have  not  yet  anived  at 
that  degree  of  mutual  ill-will,  and  that  disre- 
gard of  all  pubHc  justice,  which,  when  abuses 
are  to  be  investigated,  arrays  tiie  members  of 
this  House  in  compact  and  opposite  ranlu,  for 
and  against  any  Administration,  or  for  and 
against  any  Presidential  oandidMe.  Such  a 
state  of  things  vera  beneaUi  the  dignifar  of  this 
House.  Sorely  it  beounes  ua  all  to  do  strict 
Justice  to  him  who  administen  tiie  oodcmus  of 
the  country,  be  that  individual  whrnn  be  may. 

on  the  one  hand,  it  is  important  to  the  wel- 
we  (rf  this  people  that  their  Representatives 
shall  drag  forth  mto  public  view  tiiat  man  who 
violates  their  trust,  and  expose  him  to  the  in- 
famy which  he  deserrea^  it  is  equally  impoN 
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tant,  on  the  other,  that  tiiey  should  measure 
out  to  him  who  has  discharged  that  trust  with 
laborious 'fidelity,  a  Just  reward. 

I  did  not  volnntuily  mlsnnderatand  the  gen- 
tleman, (Ur,  HnoHxix,  of  Tennessee,)  but  the 
oonrse  of  hb  remarka  induced  the  beUef  th^ 
anxAi  had  been  his  intention.  The  gmtiemau, 
however,  must  allow  him  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark on  the  manner  in  which  cadets  were  in- 
troduced into  tiie  Hilitary  Academy.  He 
seemed  to  suppose  that  the  existence  of  that 
institution  ftunished,  in  itself  an  evident  proof 
of  the  correctness  of  his  remarks,  that,  ever 
rinoe  the  days  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  state  of  the 
country  and  of  the  Oovemment  had  been 
growing  worse.  He  rooke  of  the  days  of  l£r. 
Jefferson  as  emphatioajly  the  d^a  of  our  proa- 
perity,  but  the  gentleman  surely  knew  that  the 
HiUtaiy  Academy  was  wganixed  during  those 
very  days.  When  the  gmtleman  said  tiiat  its 
benefits  were  confined  ezdusively  to  the  sons 
of  the  rich  and  of  the  "  well-bom,'*  I  do  not 
know  that  I  perfectiy  understood  him.  I  had 
always  supproed  that  all  were  well-born,  who 
came  of  honest  parentage.  We  have  in  thia 
country  no  privileged  orders.  But  the  gentie- 
man  says,  that  none  are  admitted  into  that 
school,  bat  the  sons  of  the  well-bom  and  of 
the  wealthy."  In  this  opinion,  the  gentieman 
is  certunly  mistaken.  Unless  I  am  greatly 
misinformed,  (and  I  have  my  utformatioa 
throng  a  very  direct  and  cre^taUe  channdj) 
nine-tenths  of  those  who  have  been  admitted, 
and  are  now  there,  are  not  the  sons  of  wealthy 
parents.  I  admit,  however,  that  they  are 
"  well-born for,  not  only  are  they  the  smia 
of  honest  parents,  hut  a  large  proportion  <tf 
them  are  the  sons  of  officers  and  soldiers  who 
fell  in  the  revolution  and  in  the  last  war.  If 
these  are  not  fit  sobjeots  to  receive  the  benefito 
of  that  institution,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
who  ought  to  be  so  coiuidered.  Their  parente 
were  indeed  poor,  but  they  were  honest  and 
patriotic,  and  they  shed  their  best  blood  for 
that  liberty,  and  all  those  jK^tioal  blesdnga 
which  the  gentleman  from  Imneesee  now  en- 
joys, and  which  I  hope  he  may  long  continue 
to  ei^oy.  In  the  charge  he  made,  he  was  cer- 
tainly mistaken,  and,  if  he  will  take  the  trouble 
to  inquire,  he  will  be  satisfied  of  the  fact. 

itr.  UrroexLL,  of  Tennessee,  sud:  I  rise 
merely  to  support  the  allegation  which  I  made, 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  as  irrefragable,  as  the 
rook  of  Gibraltar  is  immovable.  I  said  that 
the  benefits  of  the  Academy  at  West  Point  are 
^ven  to  some  of  the  well-born,  and  as  the  gen- 
tleman professes  not  fully  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  tiiat  exinvsaioUf  I  will  treat  him 
with  a  dissertation  upon  it.  Heme  can  abhor 
the  word  mwe  than  I  do :  for  this  is  a  Govern- 
ment where  merit  ought  to  rise,  from  whatevw 
station  it  may  proceed.  But  the  Oovemment 
has  converged;  the  poor  and  humble  are 
looked  upon  as  "anunUa,"  to  use  an  exprca- 
sion  of  the  honorable  genQemaa  from  Yii^nia, 
Qir,  BanMLPH,)  bat  the  man  poaaeaaed  of 
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tiumiaiids  of  dirty  acres,  (no  mattw  how  he 
have  got  them,)  is  r^arded  as  a  person  of 
conseqaenoe  and  oonsideration  I  It  is  the  sons 
of  these^  and  snoh  as  these,  who  are  called  the 
well-bMiL  Bat  there  U  a  species  of  people 
among  ns  whom  the  GoTemment  has  fostered, 
even  on  this  floor,  who  esteem  wealth  more 
than  they  do  all  the  knowledge,  talent,  and 
Tirtne,  of  a  sage.  I  acknowledge  that  proper- 
^  is  a  great  blessing  when  bestowed  by  the 
mimificence  of  Heaven  npon  men  of  talents 
and  integri^,  who  oonsider  themselves  as  stew- 
■rda  for  tiia  benefit  of  society ;  bat  thwe  are 
othera,  in  whose  hands  proper^  is  one  of  the 
greatest  of  corses.  I  hope  uiat  the  gentieman, 
tj  this  time,  haa  a  ftaU  view  of  whi^  I  meant 
w  the  term  well-bora.  Bir,  I  know  of  no  snoh 
thing  as  personal  distinction,  nnder  this  Gov- 
ernment. I  see,  indeed,  an  attomtt  at  it,  bat 
that  attempt  is  odious  to  me,  and  to  all  who 
think  as  I  do. 

Now,  sir,  who  are  in  this  West  Point  Acad- 
emy t  One  gentleman  tells  ns  that  there  is  to 
be  fonnd  the  son  of  a  widowed  mother.  Sir,  I 
■honld  be  glad  the  gentleman  would  name 
tarn.  I  OMtainly  never  heard  of  eooh  a  one 
befive.  [The  bonoraUe  member  here  named 
■nne  of  the  youths  who  were  at  the  Academy, 
whose  namea  and  parentage  the  reporter  was 
not  able  to  catch  with  safficient  distinctness  to 
embody  them  in  tiiia  report,  commenting  apon 
them  as  he  went  along.]  Sir,  I  feel  no  enmity 
whatever  towards  those  who  condact  that  in- 
Btitation.  God  bless  them — they  are  in  what 
they  believe  to  be  the  course  of  their  daty,  and 
it  is  not  with  tiiem  that  I  find  any  £uilt.  It  is 
tiie  institution  which  I  hate,  and  I  bate  it  for 
Hie  reasons  I  have  stated,  from  a  district  ad- 
joining that  of  my  colleague,  there  is  a  young 
man  of  wealth  and  rolrador — but,  dr,  Uiu 
proud  Bool  of  mine  shall  be  bent  as  low  as  tiiat 
poiai  of  degradation  to  whidi  the  Gorenunent 
aeems  likely  to  bring  us  all,  before  a  son  of 
mine  shall  be  brought  there.  Kotwithstanding 
I  have  the  same  privilege  with  other  members, 
I  shoald  deem  myself  unworthy  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  hunm«d  thousand  sonls  who  have 
•ent  me  here  as  their  Representative,  if  I  could 
use  that  privilege  in  favor  of  any  son  of  mine. 
Bir,  my  colleague  did  me  no  more  than  justice, 
when  he  said  that  I  usually  speak  with  caution 
in  this  House.  Sir,  I  never  speak  unadvisedlj ; 
neither  is  it  my  desire  or  intention  to  hurt  any 
(me.  I  am,  it  is  bue,  tiie  son  of  a  corrupt  and 
fillen  race,  but  my  consdenoe  does  not  re- 
woaoh  me  with  ever  dedgning  to  apeak  what 
u  wrong.  In  what  I  a^d  d  uiis  Aoademy,  I 
spoke  from  data,  as  I  hope  the  gentleman  also 
did  when  he  told  us  about  the  son  of  a  widow 
who  had  been  received  there.  I  know  him 
not,  and  I  protest  before  Heaven  and  this 
House,  that  it  is  my  sincere  belief  that  no  son 
of  a  forlorn  and  destitute  widow  has  ever  been 
Teoeived  there.  But  when  I  speak  of  a  forlorn 
and  destitute  widow,  I  do  not  mean  a  woman 
who  has  merely  lost  Iwr  oompanlon  in  life ;  by 


that  deaeriptimi  I  nndentaad  a  woman  de- 
pressed by  poverly,  who  haa  a  fimiily  to  maiB- 
tain,  and  who  is  compelled,  1^  momitj,  to 
drudge  from  the  morning  to  l^ie  night,  (like  the 
unwearied  ant,)  for  ber  offqning.  She  is  a  for- 
lorn widow,  and  I  never  j«t  heard  the  son 
of  such  a  one  he&ag  reoommoided  and  adn^tted 
to  the  West  Point  Aeademj. 

Mr.  Andxbsoit,  of  Pennsylvania,  and :  The 
supposed  prodigality  and  extravagance  of  the 
Government  for  some  time  past,  had  afforded  a 
rich  theme  far  declamation  thron^oat  evoy 
part  of  the  United  States  Newniaper  easy- 
ists  had  been  clamorous  on  the  subject  And 
whw&  he  would  ask,  have  we  been  told,  ve 
ahoold  find  evidence  of  this  prodigal  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  revenue  ?  In  the  snbordi- 
nate  offices  of  the  Treasury  Department  t  Na 
sir.  Where,  then,  are  we  told  we  should  fiod 
itt  In  the  East  Boom.  There,  it  has  beoi 
boldly  asserted,  would  be  found  the  (jittering 
and  costly  representatives  of  tfaoosands  npoo 
thousands  of  the  public  money.  There,  rir,  we 
have  been  informed,  we  shoidd  find  the  mort 
ino(mtestable  evidences  of  the  extravagance  and 
prodigality  ofthe  present  Administration  f  And 
what  is  the  fact  I  After  being  led  by  ctiriosity, 
or  by  the  glaring  light  of  this  ignit/altau,  to 
its  iiretoKwd  looauon,  what  do  we  find  I 
Nothing,  except  a  few  chairs,  apparratiy  <^  do- 
mestic manufacture,  and  of  litue  vslae.  He 
would  beg  leave  to  ask,  what  had  gone  with 
all  this  costly  fhmitnre,  if  it  ever  was  there  t 
As  that  constituted  a  very  important  partfrf 
the  duties  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  which  devolved  upon  them  a  Bole 
of  the  Honse,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  in- 
form us.  For  tlie  purpose,  tiien,  ik  asceftsiii- 
in^  whether  snob  an  unpropitious  state  el 
thmgs  did  e^sL  in  relation  to  the  managemeiA 
(tf  our  financiAl  eoneenu,  he  was  willing  tbit 
the  inquiry  should  be  made,  and  that  the  ftet 
of  their  ezisteooe  or  non-exisienca  ahoold  be 
diadosed.  If  a  diseaae  so  alarming,  and  so  ma- 
lignant in  its  character,  existed  in  the  body 
politic,  let  a  prompt  and  efficient  remedy  bt 
applied,  lest,  by  dday,  the  disease  should  be- 
come incurable.  If  reform  was  necessary,  let 
us  go  to  work  promptiy.  If  retrencfameDt  in 
all  or  any  of  the  Depiirtments  was  required,  let 
the  fact  be  speedily  ascertained,  and  the  reme- 
dy applied.  If,  on  the  oontraiT-,  it  should  be 
found,  on  inquinr^  that  no  reasonable  grooad 
of  oomplaint  ousted,  that  all  the  subnuniM 
offiijes  were  indispenBably  neoessary  for  the  de- 
spatch of  the  pnblio  business—thst  the  fritrks 
of  the  officers  sad  desks  vers  not  extrsngnt 
— let  the  publio  know  it 

All  his  deliberations  on  the  sobject  had  led 
to  the  conclusion,  that,  as  all  those 
about  some  d  which  so  muoh  had  been  wi, 
had  been  established  by  legislative  acts— that, 
as  the  salariea  of  the  officer*  and  clerks  were 
fixed  by  law,  and  graduated,  no  donbt,  by  * 
due  regard,  as  well  to  the  publio  Interes^  ss  to 
the  nature  and  impffirtanoe  of  the  services  Is 
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be  rendered — it  wonM  be  imohAritable  in  him 
to  charge  the  GoTernment  irith  eztraTaganoe, 
nnleas  he  bad  bettor  information,  and  itronger 
aridenee  tsi  the  fact,  than  oonid  be  derired 
from  iiewi[Mq»er  enajra.  He  ibonld  not,  he 
tiwnght,  be  paaring  a  tbtj  bandaome  compli- 
ment on  the  Tenr  ule  and  highly^  diatingoiBned 
predecessor  of  the  present  honorable  Ohairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and  Meana,  ahonld 
he  be  induced  to  make  a  obarae  to  illiberal. 

Hr.BvoHAKAirsud:  Aa  the  Honse  appears  de- 
termined to  pass  some  resolation  upon  the  snb- 
Jeet  noTT  before  them,  I  shall  talce  the  libertj 
of  mailing  a  sa^pestion  in  relation  to  the  Hil- 
itarf  Aculemy  at  West  Point.  It  is  chiefly  in- 
tended for  the  committee  who  may  hare  charge 
of  the  resolatitm. 

I  cannot  agree  vltii  some  (tf  the  gentiemen 
Tho  have  addreseed  the  House,  that  the  UUl- 
tary  Academy  shoold  be  aboUshed.  On  the 
oontrary,  this  OoTemment,  poases^g  the  pow- 
er of  making  war,  and  bein^  nnder  a  aolemn 
obligation  to  provide  for  the  common  defonoe, 
owe  it  to  themselves  and  to  the  people  ctf  thia 
conn  try,  to  fnmish  them  with  the  means  of 
military  inatruotioa.  War,  especially  in  mod- 
em times,  has  become  an  art,  n&y  a  science,  so 
extensive  and  so  complex  in  its  nature,  that  its 
theory  can  only  be  acquired  after  years  of  ap- 
plication. A  Military  Academy  is  the  best 
plan  which  has  ever  yet  been  devised  of  oom- 
Bumioaiting  militair  insbnetion.  It  is  true, 
that  &  few  mm  of  Ivilliant  genins,  have  ap- 
peared in  the  world^  who,  wittiont  a  mUita^ 
edncaUcm,  by  mere  intuition,  have  excelled  m 
the  art  of  war.  These  splendid  exceptions 
ongfat  not  to  detract  &om  the  general  rule  that 
a  mQitary  education  is  necessary -to  make  a 
ildlAil  and  efficient  officer. 

Oentiemen  have  complidned,  and  I  believe 
with  jostioe,  that  there  now  are  several  super- 
nmnerary  cadets.  I  would  suggest  the  source 
of  this  evil  to  be,  that  the  Milituy  Academy  is 
too  large  for  the  Army — or,  if  any  gentleman 
will  have  it  so,  the  Army  is  too  small  for  the 
UOitaiy  Academy.  A  Jost  proportion  does 
not  nAA  betwem  them.  The  an^dy  offi- 
Mra  which  the  Academy  ftimiahea  u  too  great 
for  the  demand  ^  an  army  not  amounting  to 
0,000  men.  This  state  Of  things  gives  birth  to 
another  evil.  No  man  who  now  enlists  aa  a 
private  Bfddier  in  the  Army,  no  matter  what 
may  be  his  capacity,  or  what  may  be  his  con- 
duct, can  ever  expect  to  beprmnotod  above  the 
rank  of  a  petty  officer.  He  can  never  indulge 
the  hope,  wbidi  the  policy  and  the  practice  of 
the  wisest  nations  have  sanctioned,  that  he 
may  one  day  become  a  general  officer.  Every 
avenne  to  promotion  ia  dosed  against  him  by 
the  gradnatea  at  West  Point,  who  alwayi  have 
flie  preference  and  are  mm  than  aaffloieDt  to 
ftimish  the  army  wittt  officers. 

'Whether  the  Ooremment,  in  addition  to  fhr- 
nishing  the  means  of  a  military  education, 
ought  to  feed,  and  clothe,  and  pay  the  cadets^ 
wlulst  th^  are  reedving  it,  is  a  qneatlMi  w«u 


[H.  or  B. 

worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
whom  this  subject  may  be  referred.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that,  whatever  other  sins  may  be 
fiUrly  chargeable  against  the  present  Adnunia- 
tration,  they  cannot  be  justly  ohai^;eable  with 
the  establishment  of  the  HiUtary  Academy. 

Adtnenitim  and  MAcrtation  to  Order. 
The  Speaker  (Akdbxw  Btbvbnsok,  Esq.) 
rose  and  addressed  the  House.  He  feit,  ne 
said,  very  deep  regret  at  the  jwrsonal  and  un- 
pleasant character  which  the  debate  had  as- 
sumed, and  which,  if  continued,  was  calculated 
to  have  a  banefhl  effect  upon  the  character  and 
deliberations  of  the  House.  The  Speaker  cer- 
tainly could  have  no  wish  to  restrict  improp- 
erly, the  freedom  of  debate.  He  had  never 
attempted  it ;  he  never  ahonld ;  bnt  at  the  same 
time  he  fdt  it  a  dnty  that  he  owed  the  Honse^ 
the  nation,  and  tdmsel^  to  interpose  the  an- 
tbority  of  the  Chair  in  mi^ntdning  the  order 
and  dignity  of  the  Hoose,  and  in  repressing 
personalities  and  recriminations,  whien  ooold 
produce  no  other  effect  than  deep  excitement 
and  personal  altercations.  In  the  eagemeaa 
of  controvert,  and  tfae  commotion  of  debate,  it 
was  often  very  difficult  for  the  Chair  to  inter- 
pose successfully  its  authority  in  preserviog  or- 
der, and  limiting  debate ;  Id  cases  of  great  or 
unusual  excitement,  it  could  never  be  done 
without  the  most  prompt  and  vigoroas  co-op- 
eration of  the  Honse.  In  making  these  re- 
mwks,  the  Ohalr  tnt^bded  no  aUurion  to  any 
partioidar  member  of  the  Hotue.  He  had 
risen  to  impress  upon  Uie  House  the  necesrity 
of  enforcing  order,  and  sustsiniug  the  Obair, 
and  to  entreat  gentlemen,  who  might  be  dis- 
posed to  mingle  in  the  debate,  to  refrun  from 
personal  and  recriminating  remarks  towards 
each  other,  and  to  confine  thenuelvea  to  the 
snbjeet  nnder  oonrideration.* 

ICoiTOAT,  January  86. 
Betrenehment. 

When  the  Honse  adjourned  on  Saturday,  a 

motion  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Dobbxt  to  li^ 
the  resoluUoDS  of  Ur.  Chilton,  twether  wi^ 
the  amendment  thereto,  on  the  table.  On  the 
otjcning  of  the  debate  this  morning,  Mr.  Dobskt 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  question  then  re- 
curring on  the  amendment  of  Mr  Buu — 

Mr.B  QOKMEB,  of  Kentucky,  sud :  I  have  said 
that,  when  offered,  I  was  prepared  at  once,  and 
willing  to  ud  the  proposed  inoniry.  Tet,  can^ 
dor  comp^  me  to  declare,  uiat  such  a  vote 
would  not  have  been  foonded  on  any  belief^  or 
even  suspicion,  that  there  were  such  abuses  as 
those  pomted  out.  They  may  be :  if  so,  they 
are  not  within  my  knowledge.  As  a  friend  tn 
the  Administration,  there  was  no  <^tion  al- 
lowed me,  as  to  my  vote.  We  occupy  an  en- 
tirely different  attitude  from  gentiemen  of  the 
oppoution.    If  th^  will  exhibit  accusations, 

•XTnrfhtvtaMatttodla  OtaabiUKiuatvhUh  Mto 
ttdi  iBtnportlloa  flf  Ihs  l^idBw. 
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and  get  np  debatee,  however  nseleas,  by  which 
that  timo  U  consumed  which  shonld  be  devoted 
to  Important  barinesB,  it  is  not  onr  fault.  Sit- 
uated as  we  are,  it  oould  not  reasooablj  be  ex- 
pected that  we  would  refuse  to  meet  them. 
What  was  the  resolation  in  snbstance,  as  oris- 
inally  offered  ?  That  the  national  debt  sbonld 
be  speedily  pud  that,  to  effectuate  this,  a 
general  retrenchment  of  public  ezpenditnres 
uioold  be  resorted  to ;  that  the  number  of  offi- 
oera  employed  in  the  pablio  servioe  should  be 
lessened,  ud  the  salvias  of  those  retained, 
dimioi^ed.  In  support  of  this,  it  was  eaid  by 
the  mover,  that  Uiere  were  sinecore  offices, 
that  we  had  departed  from  the  republican  sim- 

Ditj  ctf  our  ancestors;  tbat  the  pnblic  money 
been  uselessly  squandered,  &o.  Now,  sir, 
whilst  I  admit  that  the  pablio  debt  onght  to  be 
discharged  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible, 
without  deUiment  to  other  great  national  in- 
terests ;  and  whilst  willing  to  vote  for  an  in- 
Testieation  of  the  alleged  prodigality,  I  neither 
sanction  it  as  correct,  nor  concur  in  the  gentle- 
man's ailment.  Alter  all  that  was  said  by 
him.  in  general  terms,  about  profoi^on,  national 
bonkroptcy,  Ao.,  what  were  nia  specifications  I 
That  the  serrioea  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  might 
be  diqieased  with,  the  occanon  for  which  that 
oflBoe  was  created  having  long  ^oe  passed 
away.    That  our  tables  were  every  morning 

tiled  with  nseless  documents,  and  reports  as 
mg  as  the  moral  law.  "Whilst  he  seemed  to 
im^ne  tbat,  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  South  and 
the  North  "  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  ease  and 
luxury,"  Uiis  would  be  considered  aa  a  matter 
of  tittle  moment,  in  the  West  there  was  bat  one 
voice  oonceming  it.  Whatever,  uTj  there  may 
be  of  prodigality  of  public  money  m  \ha  mat- 
tor,  it  savors  more  of  any  thing  dse  than  lux- 
ury. But,  if  the  gentleman  so  estimates  it,  let 
me  assure  him,  tbat)  thron^out  the  sesuon, 
lie  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  indulge  his  ap- 
petite in  fdl  the  luxury  of  a  most  delectable  va- 
riety. Beports,  and  the  testimony  upon  which 
they  are  founded,  must  be  printed  and  laid  be- 
fore na,  to  enable  us  to  determine  correctly  such 
ol^ms  as  are  presented  to  Conffress.  They  are 
oases  in  wtiich  redress  can  be  obtained,  and  jus- 
tice done  nowhere  else.  Many  of  them  are  for 
Tory  large  amounts  of  money  or  property.  In 
•ach  cases,  are  we  to  aot  blindfolded,  and  at- 
tempttodtspenseJaBtioeathap-hazardf  Surely 
not.  I^  in  any  partioolar  case,  any  gentleman 
believes  that  It  would  be  useless  or  improper  to 
prbit  them,  whm  the  motion  is  made  to  have 
them  printed  is  the  time  to  oppose  it 

Yet,  sir,  I  am  not  not  at  sil  disposed  to  cen- 
•nre  the  gentleman  who  introdnoed  the  resolu- 
tions. He  did  so,  no  doabt,  under  honest  con- 
victions of  their  propriety — he  had  seen  these 
ohai^  of  extravannoe,  of  corruption  in  the 
disbursements  of  pnblic  money,  repeated  so  fre- 
qnentiy,  in  a  thousand  different  shapes  in  the 
newspapers,  by  editors  in  various  parts  of  the 
Umted  StMes,  from  some  of  high  standing, 
down  to  the  con  of  the  very  lowest  degree, 


until  he  began  to  iMlieve  there  must  be  Mmt 
truth  in  it  However  zealous  a  man  msy  bs 
in  his  pursuit  of  truth,  even  falsehoods  nay  bs 
repeated  in  his  hearing  so  frequently  and  caa- 
fldently,  that  at  last  they  are  received  as  trotha 
Uay  I  not  now  be  allowed  to  indnl^  the  h<M 
that  my  ooUeague  has  become  satished,  tbst  be 
entertidned  most  erroneous  oooceptions  of  thert 
matters?  Else,  why  has  be  so  entirely  sbsn- 
dened  his  original  resolutitm  t  Knecure  office^ 
high  salaries  of  officers,  the  aBneoeaaary  nrnnber 
of  them ;  the  high  per  ^em  allowance  to  man* 
ben  seem  to  have  been  forgotten,  and  v«  an 
now  invited  to  Inquire  as  to  the  msaner  ii 
which  the  m<mey  appropriated  for  foreign  ta- 
tercourse,  and  for  the  contingent  ezpcDSMof 
the  Executive  Departinents,  has  been  applied 
since  1824 — ^yes,  nr,  since  1824.  There  lies 
the  secret  All  errors,  if  any,  committed  be- 
fore that  period,  are  not  worUi  investigation. 
They  would  shed  no  valuable  light  on  the  sub- 
ject The  occurrence  has  passed  by,  and  is  do 
longer  oi  any  moment  It  would  be  of  no  kt- 
vioe  in  aaggesting  the  nro[wiety  of  any  dtanga 
in  tiie  law  on  the  aulfjeot  Veiy  weU,  let  tbs 
inquiry  be  so  limited.  I  am  willing  to  go  bacA 
aa  far  aa  th^'  please ;  to  commence,  and  to 
stop,  where  they  please.  Shonld  there  be  any 
thing  wrong  in  the  management  of  the  sSUn 
of  this  naticHi,  by  this  Administration,  let  it  bs 
made  appear.  If  it  be  an  error  of  the  head,  a 
magnanimous  and  generous  public  will  Bcora  to 
punish ;  if  it  proceed  from  oormptirai,  it  will 
show  that  they  ought  no  longer  to  be  tnuted. 
When  proof  of  this  is  produced,  none  will  ba 
more  ready  than  myself  to  pronounce  a  verdid 
of  guilty.  Bat  idle  suspiaon,  and  worse  than 
idle  rumor,  shall  never  influence  tny  judgmort. 

We  were  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Viiginii^ 
(Mr.  Rakdou^)  tiiat  £e  would  oppose  any  ui 
every  party  who  would  impose  on  this  country 
any  man  as  its  Chief  Magistrate,  besides  bim 
who  reotives  tiie  greatest  number  of  its  votea 
Is  oar  oonstitution  then  a  dead  letter  t  Can  a 
man  conscientiously  discharge  a  duty  devtrfring 
on  him  in  the  election  of  a  I^^dent,  violating 
neither  the  letter  or  spirit  of  tiiat  sacred  instni- 
ment,  and  yet  be  subjected  to  censure  t  That 
most  be  the  gentieman*s  opinion :  for  no  mia 
elected  by  Oongress,  eta  have  received  a  nia- 
jority  of  the  votes  of  the  people ;  othenrix^ 
the  deotion  woold  not  have  dOTdved  on  Ooo- 
greaa.  I  was  truly  surprised  to  hear  snob  so- 
timenti  avowed;  and  the  nuHre  eapeoallyai 
coming  from  anch  a  quarter.  When,  oo  dia 
last  eleotion  of  Fmident,  that  matter  was  be- 
fore Ocmgres^  I  vnderBtood,  and  still  onder- 
stand,  that  every  member  from  Virginia  votsd 
for  Mr.  CrawfortL  except  two,  of  which  two 
tiie  gentieman  (Mr.  Rakdolph)  was  not  ona 
It  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  did  not  vote  fiv 
one  man,  and  wish  another  to  be  elected.  Hs 
was  in  earnest  as  to  the  vote  which  began^ 
and  was,  no  doubt,  anxious  for  Mr.  CrawKajj 
election.  And  yet,  aooording  to  bis  pnacBk 
dedarataou^  ha  woold  th»  have  impoaid  ■ 
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this  oonntrjr  a  nun,  ss  its  Chief  Ha^wtrate, 
who  had  not  received  a  ma^ontj  of  the  votes 
of  the  people ;  yes.  and  he  would  now  apon  tiie 
ssme  principles,  had  h«  been  eleoted,  been 
found  opposed  to  his  administrsUon,  tor  that 
reason  ouy,  if  not  for  other  reasons. 

iSx,  WAsaraoTON  said:  "When  the  resolu- 
tion was  offered  hj  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tack7,  (Mr.  Ohilton,)  I  hod  resolved  to  vote 
agunst  it — not  that  I  was  opposed  to  re- 
trenchment or  the  reform  of  any  abuses  which 
mighty  by  possibility,  exist  in  ttie  administra- 
tion of  the  General  Government,  bat  beoaose  I 
did  not  believe  that  any  valoable  resolts  to  this 
nation  oonld  grow  oat  of  each  inquiry,  and 
becanse  I  did  not  then,  nor  do  I  now  imafpne, 
tiiat  any  rtrasee  exist,  which  require  the  inter* 
ventiou  of  this  House,  or  whidi  this  inqairy  is 
calculated  in  any  manner  to  reform.  I  consid- 
ered it  merely  as  the  redemption  of  a  pledge, 
which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  informed 
us  he  had  given  to  his  oonstitaents.  But  in 
the  latitude  which  has  been  allowed  in  this 
debate,  sentiments  have  been  expressed  by  gen- 
tlemen distinguished  for  their  talents,  high  in 
the  estimation  of  the  public,  and  high  in  the 
confidence  of  their  party.  What  are  the  decla- 
rations they  have  made,  sir  ?  That  this  is  not 
the  time  for  reform ;  that  the  clouds  which  now 
obeenre  the  j^tical  horizon  most  be  diased 
away,  by  the  nring  of  another  and  a  brighter  sun 
— an  evident  allusion  to  the  election  of  another 
Pre^dent — that  yon  have  nothing  to  hope  for 
or  expect  from  the  present  Administration,  in 
aid  of  your  patriotic  exertions  to  effect  reform. 
Sir,  the  imputation  has  gone  forth  to  the  world, 
under  the  sanotion  of  high  authority,  that 
abnses,  if  not  corruption  do  exist,  and  that 
any  attempt  at  their  exposure  would  prove  nn- 
avulins,  as  yon  could  expect  no  co-operation 
&om  the  rulers  of  this  nation,  who  are  thus 
pronounced  too  corrupt,  too  much  wedded  to 
own  ^nister  views,  to  make  any  sacrifice 
tor  tho  good  of  the  nation.  So  far,  sir,  we 
have  heard  nothing  bat  allegatiouL  wiuumt  the 
aemUnnce  of  proof:  for  all  the  evidenoe  which 
has  been  attempted  to  be  {voduoed,  has  been 
ably  met,  and  trinmi^antly  refuted,  witiiont 
the  aid  of  any  inqaisition. 

Sir,  I  believe  this  Administration  to  be  as 
pure,  as  patrotio,  as  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
the  nation,  as  fi&r  removed  from  tiie  suspicion  of 
corruption,  as  any  which  ever  has,  aye,  sir:  and 
aa  ever  will  preside  over  the  destinies  of  this 
Bepublio ;  and  that,  like  gold,  the  oftener  as- 
sayed, the  brighter  it  will  shine.  Sir,  the  Ad- 
miiiistration  fear  no  ioqairy  or  scrutiny,  how- 
ever rigid,  ^ther  in  relation  to  tne  dis- 
hnrsements  of  pubUo  money,  or  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  wiertaining  to  tbdr  oBcee; 
neither  do  thnr  mends  entertidn  a  fear  on 
their  account.  On  the  contrary,  we  invite  and 
challenge  the  fullest  and  freest  investigation : 
and,  in  accordance  with  this  belief,  I  would, 
with  great  deference,  suggest  to  my  friends — 
pc^tiul  frienda  I  meanr— for  I  have  the  pleas- 


[aovB. 

ure  of  claiming  many  personal  friends  on  this 
floor,  witii  whmn  I  am  not  political^  assodate^ 
— that  every  amendment  should  be  withdrawn 
which  has  been  offered  by  them,  and  that  we 
afford  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  every 
facility  he  can  desire,  by  adopting  hia  original 
resolution,  or  the  modification  offered  by  nim, 
aa  he  may  prefer.  This  is  not  an  inquiry  of 
our  seeking,  and  let  us  not  put  it  in  the  power 
of  gentlemen  to  say  that  we  frittered  down,  or 
in  any  way  embarrassed,  the  inquiry  they  had 
proposed.  Let  the  whole  responsibility  rest 
where  it  should.  For  my  own  part^  I  wiU  vote 
agunst  every  proposition,  either  m  the  way 
<u  amendment  or  substitute,  which  does  not 
orinnate  with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
or  his  politick  Inenas. 

One  word,  sir,  in  reply  to  the  gentieman 
from  Tennessee,  in  rdation  to  the  institution  at 
West  Point,  and  I  am  done.  Having  recently 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  an  examination 
at  the  IClitary  Academy,  I  win  take  the  liberty 
of  stating  the  impression  made  on  my  mind  by 
that  visit.  Without  having  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  foreign  travel,  and  of  making  a 
comparison  of  this  with  umilar  institutions  of 
other  nations,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that,  in 
regard  to  discipline,  and  indeed  the  whole 
economy  of  its  airangements  aod  conduct,  it  is 
not  jzodled  hy  iiy  uutitation  in  the  world. 

It  is  a  noble  numnment  of  tiie  liberal  and 
enlightuied  policy  of  this  nation.  It  itohly  de- 
serves instead  of  reprobation,  the  fostering  care 
and  protection  of  the  Government  lounff 
men,  from  every  Stete  of  this  widely  extended 
empire,  are  brought  together  at  West  Point. 
They  there  form  friendships  which  remain 
throng  life;  local  jealousies  and  prc;jadices, 
which  unhappily  exist  among  us,  are  conquer- 
ed ;  and  the  associations  growing  out  of  this 
friendly  intercourse  have  a  most  unposing  in- 
fluence, in  a  political  respect,  by  drawing  more 
closely  the  ch^  wUoh  binds  t(»;ether  this 
great  Confederacy.  It  is  true,  nr,  the  edeotion 
of  cadets  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  olaas 
of  society ;  nor  can  I  perceive  any  jost  reastm 
why  it  should  be :  for  this  institution  was  cre- 
ated for  the  braeflt  of  the  whole  community. 
Yet  the  gentleman  asserts  that  none  but  the 
well-bom  are  allowed  to  participate  in  its  ad- 
vantages, to  the  ezdusion  of  the  sons  of  Revo- 
lutionary fathers  and  widowed  mothers;  but 
one  fact,  sir,  is  worth  a  thousand  such  asser- 
tions :  For  I  myself,  within  the  last  year,  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  procuring  for  the  deserving 
son  of  a  poor  widow  in  my  district,  a  warrant 
of  admission  to  that  school;  and  I  oould  in- 
stance to  the  gentleman  from  Tenneasee,  many 
appointments  of  a  similar  oharaotor— one  par- 
taeularly,  in  this  district,  of  the  sou  of  an  old 
Bevcdntionarr  officer  and  poor  widow,  to  whom 
the  present  Secretary  of  War  promptly  gave 
a  warrant  But,  ur,  no  censure  can  attach  to 
this  Administration  in  relation  to  that  esteblish- 
ment,  it  being  almost  oo-eval  with  our  Govern- 
ment. I  thwefore  will  not  oonaome  the  tima 
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of  the  HoDse  by  any  ftrQM  nteenoe  to  the 
remiiri^g  of  the  gwitiwium. 

Ht.  Inoeam  nid:  The  resolution  before  the 
House  simply  prt^KMes  a  retrenchment  of  pab- 
Uc  expenditnres,  without  reference  to  the  pe- 
riod when  ench  a  measure  lieoame  proper  or 
neoeasary,  and  no  one  will  deny  that  some  re- 
trenchment miffht  be  effected;  bnt  it  by  no 
means  follows  uiat  the  Administration  would 
be  assuled  by  such  a  measure.  Another  part 
(rf  the  inquiry  propoaea  s  q>eoi6o  inquiry  as  to 
the  expenditure  of  certun  snma  of  mon^ 
I^aoed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Frerident  and 
bads  of  Departments  We  all  know,  that, 
when  the  law  prescribes  the  spedal  applieati<»i 
of  public  money,  there  cannot  be  much  danger 
of  a  misapplication ;  bnt  where  large  snras  are 
disbursed  at  discretion,  it  is,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  a  fit  subject  for  the  scrutiny  <i  this  House, 
and  may  furiy  be  done,  and  has  been  done 
over  and  orer  again,  without  any  imputation 
against  the  Adtmnistrations  who  have  made 
such  disbursements ;  if  all  has  been  done  right, 
they  can  have  no  Just  objection  to  the  acm- 
tiny ;  if  any  thing  has  been  done  wrong,  we 
have  a  ri^t  to  know :  fiir,  in  either  ease,  the 
information  may  be  nsefiil  to  direct  fliture  leg- 
Idation.  Let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  into  the 
amount  of  the  sums  that  are  placed  at  the 
discretionary  disposal  of  the  President  ,and 
Heads  of  Departments.  The  proposed  inquiry 
goes  back,  I  believe,  three  years.  The  sums 
appropriated  for  the  contingencies  of  foreign 
intercourse,  for  that  time,  are  as  follows:  18^, 
$40,000;  1826,  $40,000;  1837,180,000— $110,- 
000 :  this  is  the  fond  out  of  which  the  Presi- 
dent may  by  law,  cause  to  be  paid  what  amount 
he  pleases,  and  If^  in  his  opinion,  the  public 
interest  requires  it  to  be  concealed,  he  eortifies 
that  bet  to  the  accounting  officer^  and  they 
•ettifl  the  aoooant  without  necification,  or  any 
other  voucher  than  the  certificate  I  have  men- 
tioned. It  is  proper  that  we  should  know  what 
sums  have  been  thus  settied  at  the  Treasury. 
I  would  not  invade  any  regulation  which  may 
have  been  found  expedient,  especially  in  times 
of  war  and  difficulty,  but  the  resolation  does 
not  call  for  the  apecificatioo,  it  only  asks  for 
the  amount  so  expended.  The  remainder  of 
this  fund  and  the  appropriations  for  the  con- 
tingencies of  foreign  missions,  and  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  several  Departments,  are 
requireiL  by  the  resolutions,  to  be  specified, 
and  to  this  there  can  be  reaacmaUe  objection. 
The  amount  appropriated  for  the  "  oontingen- 
cies  of  misdons  abroad,"  for  the  last  three 
years,  is  $70,000,  and  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penseaof  tiie  Departments  $211,840,  making  a 
total  sum  <tf  $891,845,  including  the  foreign  in- 
tercourse fund,  which  is  disbursed  very  much 
at  discretion.  Now,  sir,  if  the  amendment  of 
the  i^ntleman  from  Indiana  should  be  adopted, 
it  will  exclude  us  from  any  knowledge  of  tbese 
lat^  disburseroenta.  But  let  ns  consider  what 
his  amendment  proposes  to  do  in  place  of  the 
inquiry  contemplated  by  the  reaolutiona  of  the 
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gendeman  fnnn  Eentudry.  The  first  propor- 
tion of  the  amendment  is  to  inquire  whether 
any  abases  have  been  committed  by  tiie  Pt«^ 
dent  or  Heads  of  Departments,  and  what  can 
that  end  in  t  Shall  we  send  a  committee  to  the 
President,  to  ask  him  what  abuses  he  has  com- 
mitted f  He  will  tell  them  in  the  first  place 
that  he  does  not  confer  with  committees,  sod 
in  the  next,  tiiat  he  is  not  consciooa  of  sbanDg 
his  trust,  and  is  not  bound  to  answer  that  ques- 
tion. Will  yon  send  s  committee  to  the  Beadi 
ot  Departmenta,  to  pot  the  some  qnettion  to 
ihemf  Will  they  give  you  any  mch  infonn^ 
ti(Hi  after  you  have  tims  eharactoiaed  the  ob- 
ject of  your  inquiry  t  Bnt  perhapa  it  maj  be 
said  your  committee  might  go  to  the  GeAa 
Do  we  not  know,  that,  at  the  last  sesnoa,  a 
certain  transaction  leaked  out,  which  ezdted 
some  attention  both  here  and  abroad,  and  ^- 
terwards  became  the  subject  of  a  motion  in  tbii 
House — I  mean  the  payment  of  $4,600  to  Joba 
A.  King,  for  a  homent,  as  it  has  been  aptly 
called.  I  never  knew  nor  inqnired  how  it  gik 
out;  but  soon  after  it  was  noticed  here,  we 
heard  it  as  a  fact  of  common  converBation  in 
thia  d^,  and  for  myself  I  oannot  donbt  it,  tint 
the  H«M  ot  one  D^iartinent  snmiDcned  las 
trembling  clerks  before  him,  and  menaoed  with 
immediate  dismissiott  whoever  eoidd  be  prorsd 
to  have  made  the  disclosure.  In  such  a  stite 
of  things  what  conld  be  expected  from  an  ia- 

aniry  ^ter  abuses  t  It  has  been  well  said  by 
ie  gentieman  from  South  Carolina  and  otben^ 
that  it  must  end  in  nothing.  The  next  object 
embraced  in  the  amendment  ia  an  inquiry  u 
to  the  reduction  of  salaries,  and  as  to  what  <^ 
oes  can  be  dispensed  with,  and  if  any  saUria 
are  found  too  ni^h,  under  what  Administratioa 
they  were  established  t  And,  according  to  tbs 
form  of  tha  Isane  made  up  by  the  geutknaa 
from  Indiana,  the  dedrioo  of  tneae  ptHUtsntft 
try  the  character  of  the  AdmiiusbBtion  I  What, 
sir,  test  this  Administration  by  the  ascertvD* 
ment  of  a  fact,  which,  no  matter  what  it  ea^ 
be,  oannot  affect  the  Administratitm  in  tbe 
slightest  degree  ?  It  was  certainly  an  ingeoioiii 
contrivance  of  the  gentieman  to  put  tbe  trial 
on  such  grounds.  If  tbe  salaries  ^oold  not 
be  deemea  too  high,  nor  any  offices  to  be  di>- 
pensed  with,  the  Administration  would  be  ac- 
quitted and  entitled  to  our  support ;  but  if  SOON 
reduction  and  diminution  should  be  thooght 
proper,  then  the  next  point  presented  by  tbe  go^ 
tleman  ia,  wlien  were  these  offices  and  lawic* 
eitobliahedt  And  if  it  should  be  found  tbet 
they  were  established  before  thia  Admiotitifr 
tl«i  came  into  power,  which  we  may  all  kaow, 
by  looking  into  the  statute  boo^  then  the  Ad- 
ministration would  be  acquitted.  I,  for  od«, 
will  not  consent  to  any  such  a  trial,  and  vUl 
here  admit  that  the  Administration  are  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  amount  of  tbe  salaries — tbne 
were  established  by  law — nor  for  the  nnmbw 
of  officers,  whose  offices  are  created  by  law : 
nor  for  the  time  when  they  were  estaUisbcd. 
If  the  gentleman,  by  liia  higennity  could  get 
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rach  A  trial  aa  he  bos  propoeed,  be  would  get 
bis  Administration  oat  of  their  difficulties  most 
eaalj  indeed.  I  am  not  disposed  to  be  drawn 
fi^  the  ^sonadon  of  that  vies^on,  nor  to  onjr 
trial  oi  the  AdndniBtrataon  before  this  Honae. 
We  nu^t  indeed  be  compelled  to  put  public 
officers  nptm  their  trial,  in  some  eTents,  but 
we  have  no  right  to  try  them  onrselres,  bat 
most  especially,  I  would  not  take  the  great  po- 
litical trial  now  going  on  before  the  people  out 
of  their  handa.  It  would  be  moet  unwise,  as 
well  as  irr^ular,  for  this  Honse  to  entertain 
Juriadiction  of  any  question  upon  an  appeal  from 
the  people.  I  oame  here  to  assist  in  transact- 
ing the  l^palative  business  of  the  country. 
This  House  is  not  competent  to  decide  that 
great  political  question  by  any  act  which  con 
prow  out  of  these  resolutions.  Why,  then, 
teiog  this  dfflOQS^on  here?  Let  it  remain,  I 
beseech  gentlemen,  before  an  intelligent  people, 
where  some,  perniaps,  of  the  most  intelligent 
bodies  of  men  ever  convened  for  snob  occasions, 
an  diBcosBing  the  snlject  with  eminent  abili^. 


TtnuDAT,  January  29. 
Setrenehment, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Kr. 
CmLTON^s  resolutions,  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Pkabok  said :  In  the  zeal  of  gentle- 
men to  retrench,  the  ItiUtary  Bchod  at  West 
Point  baa  oocnpied  their  attention,  and  vit^ent 
hands  have  been  hud  upon  iL  I  did  hope,  that 
tbia  institation,  which  is  more  ereditaUe  to  this 
GoveminMit  than  any  other  in  it,  and  which, 
I  had  Bopposed,  was  the  favorite  child  of  the 
nation,  would  have  been  spved.  I,  also,  Mr. 
Speaker,  hare  attended  one  of  the  annual  ex- 
aminations of  that  school,  and  can,  with  other 
eentlemen  who  have  spoken,  bear  witness  to 
US  merits,  if  ite  merits  are  not  generally  known. 
IJntil  the  oommenoement  of  this  debate,  I  had 
anppoeed  they  were.  We  are  told,  sir,  by  the 
gentlenian  from  Tennessee,  (l£r.  Mitchkll,)  tiiat 
u  is  the  nnrsenr  of  Aristocracy,  created  for  the 
c^acatiim  of  ue  rich  man's  son,  and  a  place 
where  the  widow's  son  or  the  orphan  boy  can- 
not enter;  w  if  he  does  enter,  cannot  long  re- 
main ;  eataldiahed  tor  the  edneaHon  of  the  earn 
of  members  of  Oongreas,  and  those  who  are 
high  in  office.  I  would  say  to  the  genUeman 
from  Tennessee,  ^at  he  is  mistaken — that  he 
has  been  mirinformed — that,  although  I  shall 
not  question  what  he  has  said,  in  relation  to 
the  sons  of  those  coming  from  his  own  Btate, 
his  remarks  will  not  apply  to  those  who  have 
been  educated  at  that  school,  citizens  of  the 
State  which  I  represent.  Let  the  gentleman 
examine  the  catalogue  of  graduates,  and  he 
will  find  that  there  are  men  who  have  had  the 
benefits  of  thia  school,  and  shaied  in  its  hon- 
ors^ who  were  not  aona  of  members  of  Otmgress 
or  those  in  power.  Let  the  gentleman  examine 
the  Amqr  Beg^ster,  and  he  will  also  find  that 
th»  best  and  moat  meritorious  of  our  officers 
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are  graduates  of  this  schoid,  who  were  the  sons 
of  widows,  or  orplian  boys,  the  sons  of  those 
who  had  nothing^  bat  poverty  to  leave  to  their 
children  for  on  inheritanoe,  and  are  indebted 
to  tUs  institation  alone  for  the  ednoation  whidi 
they  received.  To  avoid,  if  pomUe,  the  re- 
cital of  names,  who  is  the  gwtlenum,  who  hatf 
DOW  the  principal  superintendence  of  yonr  for- 
Ufications,  and  who  discharges  his  duties  with 
so  much  credit  to  himself  and  justice  to  the 
nation  f  Who  is  the  ud  of  your  Commander- 
in-Chief?  Who  is  now  the  assistant  to  the 
Chief  Engineer  ?  And  I  might  extend  the  in- 
quiry to  a  veiy  ^^reat  lengtb,  of  men  who  are 
oraamenta  to  uieir  country,  and  men  who,  but 
for  thia  school,  would  never  have  received  the 
education  and  advant^es  which  they  derived 
from  it,  I  once  entertained  the  opinion — an 
opinion  fnmed  withoat  mnefa  rOBeotion,  that 
the  doors  of  this  InstitittiMi  ought  to  be  opened 
to  the  poor  only,  and  the  waia  of  the  wealthy 
should  DC  debarred,  and  stated  my  views  to 
the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
first  otmversation  I  ever  had  with  that  distin- 
guished  man,  and  learnt  from  him  that  others 
had  expressed  the  same  opinitms ;  bat,  said  fa& 
to  make  this  a  school  for  the  indigent  would 
render  it  less  valuable  to  them,  as  they  would 
not  be  excited  by  the  same  spirit  of  emulation ; 
that  genius  was  to  be  found  m  aU  grades  of  so- 
ciety, all  classes  and  ranks  of  men ;  and  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  enlist  into  its  service  tiie  best  talents^ 
whether  fonnd  anumg  the  ridi  or  the  pow. 
Forthn  reAectioi  has  satisfied  me  that  the 
views  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War  were  cor- 
rect. GenioB  is  not  confined  to  any  grade  of 
life ;  it  is  fonnd  among  children  of  uie  asylum, 
and  is  not  a  stranger  to  the  princely  palace. 
At  this  institution,  a  soldier's  son — yes,  sir,  the 
son  of  a  Se^eant  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  receives  the  first  honors,  while  the  sons 
two  gentlemen,  who  have  been  Speakers  of 
this  House,  are  unable  to  pass  through  the  or- 
deal of  an  examination.  If,  sir,  favoritism  ex- 
ists in  other  institutions,  it  has  no  abiding  place 
in  this :  for  here  they  all  rise  w  foil  by  th^ 
merits  or  demerita,  and  there  are  none  who  are 
the  Mms  of  the  poor,  and  n<me  who  are  the 
tau  of  the  rich :  fiv  no  sneh  distinotians  are 
kept  up  by  the  officers  of  that  institution.  The 
students  themselves  soon  find  of  how  little  use 
they  are.  Sir,  if  I  had  a  son  old  enough  to  be 
admitted  into  that  Academy ;  if  I  had  any  in- 
finence  with  those  in  power — know  I  have 
none — ^if  my  fiienda  haid  any,  it  should  be  ex- 
erted and  called  into  operation,  if  necessary,  to 
procure  for  tiiat  son  an  admittance;  this  I 
would  do  without  property.  If^  on  the  other 
hand,  I  had  the  wealth  of  my  friend  from  New 
TortL  ^Cr.  Yak  RxmsiLUB,)  (and  I  may  be 
permitted  to  oall  him  sOf  whose  philanthroino 
spirit  makes  htm  the  fiiinid  of  mankind,)  the 
most  wealthj  man  in  this  Hons^  if  not  in  this 
ni^cm,  I  woold  not,  like  that  gentieman,  send 
my  son  to  a  pritate  aohoal,  where  the  same 
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Buencee  are  tanght ;  bat,  if  inflaence  were  ne- 
oesBsry,  I  would  resort  to  il.  to  procure  for 
him  a  place  at  this  school.  ^Vo&t  greater  ben- 
efit ooold  jron  confer  upon  the  bod  of  Uie  rich, 
as  mXL  as  poor,  than  by  teadiing  both  that,  in 
tiiifl  oonnt^,  the  road  to  preferment  is  <mea 
to  both,  and  the  highest  honors  are  with- 
in the  reach  of  all — ^that  poverty  is  no  em- 
barrassment, and  wealth  foroishes  no  feciliUesf 
"What  better  practical  lessons,  what  more  nse- 
fal,  or  which  are  better  tests  of  the  excellence 
of  onr  form  of  Government,  and  the  blessings 
which  onr  free  institnttons  confer,  than  those 
which  are  tanght  at  this  insitntion?  What  bet- 
ter plan  to  fire  the  ambition  of  the  poor,  and 
excite  the  emulation  of  the  rich,  than  the  sys- 
tem in  force  at  this  school,  where  the  Senator's 
son  and  the  widow's  son  are  placed  npon  an 
equality,  and  both  are  tidd  that,  in  this  oonn- 
tz7,  tha^  at  that  school,  the  "  mind  is  the  meas- 
ure of  the  man  t  '*  80  long  as  that  nsefbl  and 
^s^ngnished  officer,  now  the  Snperintendent 
of  this  institati<«i — an  officer  whose  talents  and 
acquirements  are  sach  as  to  qualify  him  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  any  post  or  office  in  this 
Government,  or  rec(wnized  by  onr  laws,  and 
who  has  peculiar  qoaliflcatious  for  the  office, 
the  duties  of  whicn  he  now  dischar^  in  a 
manner  as  creditable  to  himself  as  satisfactory 
to  the  nation — shall  prende  over  this  institu- 
tion, so  long  will  the  great  advantages  which 
the  nation  iia«  derived  ftom  it  be  dii^)ensed, 
and  so  long  will  the  nation  continue  to  n$iixe 
them.  In  Justice,  Vi.  Speaker,  to  the  head  <tf 
the  War  Department,  and  that  responsibili^ 
may  rest  where  it  belongs,  I  hope  to  be  in- 
dulged with  a  few  words  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  appointments  are  made.  There  is  allot- 
ted to  each  State  as  many  Oadeta  as  there  are 
Bepresentatives  and  Senators;  and,  in  those 
States  which  elect  by  districts,  one  to  each 
Oongressional  district.  In  making  the  selec- 
tion, it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  recom- 
mendations of  members  haveT  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  great  weight  Thai,  sir,  mppose 
that  those  abnaes,  refeiTed  to  ttie  g^tieman 
from  Tennessee^  Qb.  IbroBBuO  existed 
it  not  be  nndmBtood  that  I  make  any  ad- 
missions — who  Is.  or  ooglit  ^  ^  responsible  for 
these  abases?  And  on  whom  should  the  cen- 
sure  fall  f  Kot  npon  the  President  or  his  Sec- 
retary, but  npon  the  members.  In  justice  to 
the  useful,  as  well  as  distinguished  officer  now 
at  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  I  will 
fhrther  state,  what  I  know  to  be  true,  when 
every  thin^  else  is  equal,  it  has  been  his  uni- 
form practice  to  give  the  preference,  in  the  se- 
lection to  be  made,  to  the  son  of  him  who  is 
poor.  Having  met  some  of  the  objections  to 
this  institution,  and,  in  fiiet,  all  that  1  have  dis- 
tinetiy  heard,  and  shown  that  it  is  not  such  an 
Institution  as  it  has  been  represented  to  be ; 
that  neither  this  Government  nor  Administra- 
tion ought  to  he  oensnred  fyr  its  fostering  care 
towards  it;  thatthepresent  Administration  has 
pursued  the  same  coarse  towards  it  that  others 
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have  done ;  that  the  expenditures  are  the  same 
— ^for  I  did  nnderetand  the  gentieman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Hr.  Cabsoh,}  to  withdraw  the 
ol^ection  he  made  on  aoeonnt  of  the  fiftew 
thooaand  ioOan  the  supemmnerary  Uen* 
tenants,  or  to  admit  that,  maer  former  Adnnn- 
istrations,  rimilar  appropriations  were  made,  and 
the  same  amount  paid-— it  becomes  neoesBary  to 
inquire  what  was  the  oly'ect  of  the  GovemmHit 
of  the  United  States  in  the  establishment 
this  institutioQ  t  What  are  the  benefits  wbidi 
are  derived  from  itf  And  whether  the  objects 
ooatemplated,  have  been,  or  will  be,  attvoedt 
It  has  been  stated,  and  truly  stated,  by  those  who  ^ 
have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  that  this  insti- 
tntion  was  projected  by  Washington,  and  found- 
ed by  Jefferson.  I  would  add,  that  it  began  to 
flourish  under  the  auspices  of  John  C.  CalhoDD, 
to  whom  it  seems  to  nave  bem  as  dear  as  the 
apple  of  the  eye,  who  was  devoted  to  it,  and, 
on  all  occasions,  evinced  hia  devotion.  Ibe 
moment  we  declare  by  any  act  or  vote  of  ont^ 
that  this  institution  is  a  useless  one;  tliatitis 
Uable  to  those  imputations  vLich  have  beet 
cast  upon  it,  that  moment,  sir,  your  Vice  Pres- 
ident, if  not  shorn  of  all  his  beams,  is  deprived 
of  half  his  glory.  Look  into  the  correspond- 
ence between  Washington  and  the  Gontineatal 
Congress,  and  you  will  find  him  oontinnaUy 
ur^g  upon  that  body,  pressing  upon  them, 
the  necessity  which  eid^ed  for  the  employ- 
ment of  skilfal  engineers.  They  were  not  to 
be  found  in  ooimtry,  for  there  wen  no  udl- 
Itary  schools;  reconrse  was  bad,  and  neeee- 
sarily,  to  forugn  countries,  as  has  nnoe  beea 
had,  for  that  military  skill  which  was  not  to 
be  found  at  home;  and  military  science  irai 
then,  as  it  has  since  been,  imported,  bat  not 
then,  nor  since,  so  as  to  answer  all  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  Government ;  and,  knowing  the 
necessity  for  such  schools,  ita  establishiiMot 
was  among  the  first  recommendations  ot  tbs 
first  President  of  these  United  States.* 


•  Wuhln«toB  iM  oouteBUr  addsead  m  tlw  feOw  hI 
ftmiidfr  of  Uw  prarat  imttery  AndMnr.  Mo  sJfcctiM 
flooUlMinonfldlSBkiat.  B«  aerar  ooomIM  Mcb  n  Ii> 
itltntlon,  Bor  uay  tUag  tOu  It  "Rm  Ae««l«my«*  hbdiyrt 
«  pUee  of  loatTDOUon  In  Um  two  Ugbw  brmacbM  <rf  U» 
iUij  art— ■rtdlMyaad  anftiiMrliif— and  noUdn^  mow:  tlw 
eadetofUi  day  waaajovng  aoldiar.attBdMd  toa  e<»pB9. 
and  aerrlDg  with  It  In  tha  Bald  and  la  tba  cmmp,  "wtlk  tkt 
par.  dotUns,  aad  ratloB  of  a  aefgaaBt (Act  af  ITH:)  aadb 
the  liitCTTalarfaattTaaefVl«a,lffcahaditttwaal>dh*laa 

to  tb«  ptoMM  tftar  a  trial  of  Ita  tettoa,  aad  a  aapad^  *r 
tUlil^bnBahaB,tkw  kawH  MBt.-lB  tba  dlWMlleB  itf 
tba  PrMtdeat,"  to  Wtat  Point,  to  taka  iMtractfos  aadv 
ginaar  asd  artlllarr  <rfkan  U  tboaa  two  UtaAm; 
and  Botblng  alia.  AH  the  drtUa  both  of  oOear  aad  prints- 
all  tbo  ttalntop  la  thelnfluitrr,  the  eavalfr.aad  tha  lUte-al 
the  amp  dn^wcra  then  left  to  bo  tan^t  la  thafldliat 
the  ousp— a  batter  aehool  for  aiuh  teachlBi  than  tjnit- 
emr,  asd  mdar  oOoara  who  won  to  laad  Ikaa  laSa  hUm- 
bettM-  tOMlian  than  $mT  aoboel-iMm  |fafcw>ra.  And  il 
without  anradditkHUl  azpcnaa  to  the  Usltod  8^«^ 
taachata  bateg  effloafa  udar  par  sot  otharwlM  Mi|**r*' 
aad  tha  csdata  baiV  lart  ef  tka  ^tuy  femh  tMVM^r 
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Let  HI,  Ht.  &wiktf,  tot  a  mooMiit.  torn  to 
Oe  eoDtingent  mod,  or  money  anmully  »pro> 
milted  to  meet  the  eontingent  expeneee  of  this 
Government:  fi>r  this  fa  the  fond  which  is 
lieble,  if  I  traderstood  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
■ylTanio,  to  nich  grofls  abiuei^  and  from  whioh, 
as  one  would  lappoee  from  the  tenor  of  his 
at^gomentfl,  a  good  share  of  the  patronage  of 
the  Administraticai  is  derived.  How  stands 
the  csset  By  the  oonstitntion,  "  no  money 
than  be  drawn  from  the  Treasory,  hnt  in  con- 
sequence of  appropriations  made  by  law :  and 
a  regnlar  statement  and  aooonnt  of  the  reoupts 
and  ezpemUtores  of  all  pnblio  monn*  ahall  be 
pabllmad  fiiora  time  to  time.**  Ko  moneys 
can  be  drawn  wlthont  appropriatiwiB.  And 
who  makes  the  appropriatioiu  t  Not  the  Prest- 
dent  and  bis  Secretaries,  bnt  Congress,  A 
leAraioe  to  the  Treasury  estimate  for  the 
eonent  year  will  perhaps  best  eipl^n  the 
nature  oif  the  contingent  expenses,  and  the 
fond  provided  for  defraying  of  them.  The 
whole  amonnt  asked  for,  is  $8,000,880  44 — 
and  of  this  sum,  the  following  sums  to  defray 
the  oontingent  expenses  of  the  Department  u 
State: 

For  Books,  ....  $2,000 
^diog  Books,  •  600 
SUtiODeiy  snd  Parchment,  -  -  1,500 
Hedtterranesn  ^s^orts,  -  -  1,600 
Blank  PcnoDsl  I^ssporti^  CIreidars,  to.  1,000 
Vnel  and  Candles^  -  -  •  MO 
Kewapepers  for  the  OSes  and  Agents 

abroad,  ....  600 
TruuUtioDS  of  foreign  Luxgnsges,  -  S60 
Forage  for  Meseogets's  Horses,  •  300 
Bxpnises  in  dist^wtiag  CongressloBiI 

Doooments,  .  .  >  ■  SOO 
Wagesof  alaborw,  -        >  800 

IGsoeOauIes,  ....  I,000 
JRxtn  Copying  of  Papen^  -  -  1,000 
PrinUng  id  Newspapers,  and  in  Pamphlet 

Pom,  the  Laws  of  tbe  first  Sesnon  of 

aoth  Congress,  -  -  18,600 
IHstribution  of  the  Acts  of  OoBgress 

throogfaout  the  States  and  Territories,  8,000 


$27,S60 

Kow,  of  the  whole  of  this  sam,  amounting  to 
twenty-eeven  thoosand  five  hnndred  and  fifty 
dollars,  not  one  cent  of  it  is  at  the  eranmand  of 
the  President,  nor  can  one  cent  of  it  be  paid  or 
expended  in  a  way  to  eaeape  our  examination, 
and  not  to  be  open  to  oar  inspection.  Let  the 
committee  aaoertain,  if  the  standing  committee 
on  expenditares  in  the  Department  of  State  has 
not  already  done  to  their  sadsfkotion,  whether 
this  snm,  the  nsoal  appropriatiim,  has  not  been 
appKed  to  the  nsoal  and  mrdinaiy  purposes,  and 
■eraaments  made  In  the  oommm  and  ordi- 

Jr^f't^  tot  ioitncttoii,  bat  raetlTliic  MtUnK  In  addltloD 
to  S  MTiMSt'i  par,  ntloD,  «nd  olothln^  Tha  praMst  mil* 
itarj  seadamf  becu  to  Uka  Its  form  In  Ui«  yaar  1819,  nndar 
tba  aat  of  that  jaar,  altar  WaiUngtoa  had  baas  a  doaan 
fMisiaad;  ndhasbasnboDtiVbraDastraattaniaadnt* 
slattoM  aadar  thrt  aal,  CMcatlillr  Aaaclac  U  ft«B  what  It 
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nary  form — ^wheUier  nmchen  have  not  beat 
taken  for  all  tbe  moo^  paid,  and  whether  se- 
crecy veils  any  part  of  thia  expenditare.  An 
examination  of  toe  acts  of  Oongreas  will  show, 
that  this  is  the  nsoal  amoont  appropriated  for 
that  Department,  and  the  other  D^iartments  and 
officers  have,  to  defray  similar  expenses,  annual 
appropriations.  I  have  referred  to  the  State 
Department,  because  it  was  the  first  mentioned 
in  tbe  Treasury  estimate.  In  addition  to  these 
appropriations  for  tbe  Departments  and  offices^ 
a  sum  of  money  has  heretofore  been  asked  for, 
and  appropriated— sometimes  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, bat  seldom  less  than  htlf  that  sum,  to  de- 
fray the  oontln^t  expenses  oS  foreij^  hiter- 
course;  bnt  this  extravagant  Admiiustratiott 
require  for  the  year  1828,  no  appropriation 
whatever  to  defray  this  expense. 

Ur.  Beu.  said :  When  the  original  resoloHcma 
were  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Eeo* 
tncky,  I  saw  in  their  ill-digested  form  (and  when 
I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  si^  that  I  could 
have  ^ven  them  a  better  shape)  the  snlistance 
of  a  proposition  for  a  general  retrenchment  in 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government  To  a  well- 
timed  proposition  of  that  nature,  I  be^  leave  to 
say,  I  would  never  be  opposed.  Inquiries  into 
supposed  excesses  in  the  regnlar  and  ordinaiy 
appropriations  for  tbe  sappwt  of  Government, 
or  into  the  abuses  snpposed  to  attend  their  di^ 
bnraement  by  Its  offlcera,  will  always  be  prodao- 
tive  of  Bome  good  in  Qovemment,  constituted  on 
whatever  priudples  it  may,  although  no  immol- 
ate legislative  enactmentof  a  remedial  nature  may 
he  the  result  of  them.  The  very  discosedons 
which  attend  propositions  for  such  inquiries, 
serve  to  keep  alive  a  spirit  of  Jealousy  and  watoh- 
fulness  in  the  people  in  re|^rd  to  that,  whiolL 
properly  managed,  constitutes  their  strength  and 
which,  under  evil  anspioes,  may  be  converted 
into  the  material  of  their  weakness.  For,  in 
tbe  estimate  of  a  nation's  strength,  tliis  paradox 
intrudes  itself— that  which  forms  ^e  chief  anew 
of  its  power,  may,  at  the  same  time,  beoome 
the  source  of  its  greatest  debility*  National 
wealth  (if  I  may  be  permitted  a  oommon-plaoa 
argument)  can  uowhere  be  as  safely  and  pn^ 
erly  exhibited  as  In  the  bands  of  tlie  people 
who  created  It ;  and  there  it  should  remtio,  vx,- 
oept  snob  portion  of  it  as  may  be  absolntdy 
neoeasary  for  the  proteoUon  and  free  enjoyment 
of  the  balance.  When,  therefore,  a  nation 
shall  have  arrived  at  that  point  in  its  organiza- 
tion, when  it  deliberates  upon  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  oertiun  institutions  as  useless  or 
improper,  and  of  cortsiling  certain  expenditures 
as  extravagant,  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  annuu  modjetm  d  the  people's  wealth, 
which  is  abstdntelr  neoesaary  to  be  drawn  fhim 
their  pooketa^  is  already  largo  raoogh,  and  that 
no  new  inititirtioDB  will  be  oreated,  and  no  aA- 
ditinnal  exactions  enforced.  Bat  I  go  farther. 
I  wonld  have  supported  a  well-timed  proport- 
ticHi  of  this  nature,  fw  a  better  reason.  I  have 
entertained  the  c^inlon,  as  I  do  now,  that  the 
expen^torei  in  anna  bruudiea  (rf"  tbe  publio  aeiw 
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▼ice  would- bear  retrencbment  withoat  injniy 
to  the  interesto  of  the  oountry,  and  to  tbe  very 
great  relief  of  tbe  people.  I  bare  thoaght  that 
the  career  of  tbU  GtoTemment,  daring  a  late 
Admioutr^on,  was  marked  with  a  wasteftil  ap* 
^priation  of  the  pnblio  revenae^  and  that  tbe 
preiMit  ^^mioiitr^ion  baa  entitled  itself  to 
■till  hi^w  diatinctiott  in  Oie  same  prodigal 
oonrse.  I  believe  too,  that  the  present  Admin- 
litratum  oontemjuated,  atone  tiae^  still  greater 
eminence  in  this  vay,  than  they  have  since 
thought  it  pntdeot  to  attain.  I  am  of  opinion, 
that,  for  a  part  of  this  extravagance,  the  Execn- 
ttve  officers  of  the  Government  are  alone  re- 
sponrible,  and  that  Congress  may  well  come  in 
for  the  balance  of  the  responsibility.  How  this 
responaibility  shoold  be  divided  between  tliose 
two  departments  of  the  Government,  I  will  not 
tmdertake  to  determine ;  nor  will  I  at  this  time, 
be  drawn  into  a  specification  of  instances  of  the 
extravagance  in  tbe  Execntive  officers  of  tbe 
QoTemment;  neither  will  I  be  fbroed,  npon 
fhii  oooasUHL  into  an  arKiunent  f>f  the  specifica- 
fiona  that  outers  have  tnongbt  proper  to  make 
in  the  oourse  of  this  debate.  In  spring  of  the 
aztravwanoe  of  the  Goremment,  I  beg  leave  to 
gtato,  t£at  mj  opfnioo,  if  it  may  be  regarded 
ts  of  any  conseqnence,  has  been  formed  opoo 
fiujts  which  I  have  never  heiu^  dispnted ;  and 
wbat  I  may  now,  or  at  any  other  time,  say 
of  the  condnct  of  tbe  present  Administration, 
vill  be  found  to  be  based  upon  ascertained  facts, 
abont  which  I  expect  to  speak  freely,  withont 
the  impntation  of  joining  in  a  hue  and  cry 
merely  fi:^  par<7  purposes.  I  despise  a  senselees 
clamor  as  much  as  any  man,  bat  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  this  is  one. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  seeing  that 
it  must  wear  a  party  livery,  because,  with  my 
i^probation,  (and  I  tmst  gentlemen  will  give 
me  credit  for  sincerity,  when  I  make  the  d^^- 
ration,)  no  inflammable  matter  of  that  kind 
would  be  thrown  into  this  House,  to  retard  and 
obstract  the  ordinary  business  of  Congress,  or 
to  interrnpt  the  deooram  of  debate  daring  the 
present  session.  I  desired,  as,  indeed,  I  thought 
every  other  member  of  this  Honse  did,  fl-om 
the  frequent  professions  I  heard  upon  all  sides, 
that  we  should  despatch  the  more  important 
business  confided  to  oar  care,  and  return  to  onr 
htnnes.  I  deprecated  the  oonsequences  of 
brini^  the  Freaidential  canvass  into  this 
House,  and  making  this  floor  an  electioneering 
Campus.  We  have  already  had  a  specimen,  in 
tiie  two  last  days'  debate,  of  tbe  consequence 
of  introdacing  such  matter  into  this  House. 
We  have  already  had  a  match  exhibition  of 
reciprocal  attack  and  reply.  We  have  already 
reached  the  very  verge  of  order  and  decorum. 
Perhaps,  sir,  we  have  advanced  one  step  beyond 
their  bonndaries.*  To  what  end  will  a  farther 
iudulgenoe  of  this  course  lead  in  the  diacnantm 
of  this  or  any  other  measore  of  a  like  influn- 

*Or«mM^udaeaar<lliigto  Us  plM,ill  thtN  panml' 
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mable  diaraeterf  As  the  piusions  of  tbe 
oppoute  parties  kindle  by  c<HliBion — as  they 
will— we  may  expect  to  bear  from  one  side  of 
the  House,  a  glowing  descriptira  of  the  dangen 
of  military  despotimn,  while,  from  the  other, 
we  will  preeent  tbe  picture  of  a  great  natuw 
sinking  by  eomiption.  When,  from  the  other 
side,  shall  be  held  up  to  pnblio  view,  the  avUi 
to  he  apprehended  from  toe  elevation  of  a  1G& 
tary  Chieftain ;  on  this  inde,  yon  shall  hear  d 
the  ills  that  will  ensue  from  estabUsbing  a 
succession,  by  adhering  to  tbe  line  of  safe  pre- 
cedents.  When  we  shall  have  carried  this  war 
of  crimination  and  recrimination  to  the  higbeat 
pitch  to  which  party  feeling  can  ascend,  sU  we 
shall  be  able  to  acoompUsh  will  be,  perh^n,  to 
degrade  the  character  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  consume  ourselves  ia  ^e  heat 
of  controversy,  and  vomit  forth,  through  the 
channel  of  the  newspapers,  upon  tbe  peo{Je  <^ 
this  Union,  the  poison  of  (mr  own  gall,  to  em- 
bitter and  stir  them  up  to  a  like  uadeas  rage. 

If  I  do  not  mistake  the  aUotton,  or  ovmato 
the  apprehensions  of  the  gentiemaa  from  Kei^ 
tuoky,  (Ur.  BucKnB,)  I  will  say  to  bim,  that 
I  know  he  will  not  forsake  hia  country  at  the 
approach  either  of  a  domestic  or  foreign  foe.  Oa 
the  contrary,  if  I  am  not  greaUy  mistaken  in 
him,  he  would  not  shrink  from  the  presence  of 
a  tyrant,  even  in  his  stronghold ;  and  when 
"the  accepted  time"  alluded  to,  shall  hare 
arrived,  I  predict  that  that  gentleman  retoroing 
to  bis  post  here,  with  the  manly  purpose  of 
guarding  his  country's  rights,  will  then  beoome 
convinced  how  grerar  he  bad  miaeonceived  flie 
true  character  « the  individnal  so  often  alloded 
to.  I  am  persuaded  he  will  find  that  great  man, 
though,  perhaps,  not  petfeet— as  no  man  is— yet 
BO  nobly  redeeming  uiy  slight  ftalts  he  tomj 
have,  by  his  generous  devotion  to  the  interest  of 
his  country,  by  bis  taot  in  civil  governraMit  as 
well  as  in  military  command,  tiiat  even  the  most 
unrelenting  of  his  opponents  will  feel  some 
regret  that  they  ever  felt  it  their  doty  to 
encourage  apprehensions  whidi  tamed  oct  to 
be  BO  destitute  of  any  foundation. 

The  Tariff  has  found  its  way  into  this  dis- 
cussion. Upon  a  sut^ect  of  so  much  diffienlty 
and  importance,  I  would  at  no  time  feel  myself 
competent  to  manage  the  ai^niment,  eitiw  fat 
or  against  it.  I  am,  ther^ore,  at  this  tims 
wholly  indisposed  to  enter  into  a^y  ezandnitioa 
of  the  qnestions  connected  with  it ;  bat  I  do 
trust  in  God,  that  no  gentieman  on  this  flocR^ 
I  must  be  permitted  to  express  a  further  hope 
— tiiat  no  friend  of  his  country,  will  be  taaoA 
here,  or  anywhere  else,  who  will  seek,  for  soy 
purpose,  to  connect  a  sobject  of  such  intrinw 
intu'est,  with  a  contest,  involving,  in  my  (pin- 
ion, separate  and  distinct  principles  and  objectt. 

Hr.  Speaker,  although  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion originally  for  reasons  I  have  attemirted  to 
make  intelligiUe  to  the  House,  yet  I  fear  w« 
have  advanced  too  ftr  now  to  reoedew  Expects- 
tims  are  created,  that  smnething  wQl  be  doiM^ 
vithoDt  fivthw  odagr,  in  tha  wmk  of  retreoeb- 
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ment  At  all  eventa,  aa  inquiry,  a  rigid 
io^niry,  mast  be  proeeoated — ana  I  hope  for  uie 
best  results.  I  am  free  to  declare,  for  myaelf^ 
ildioDgh  I  woold  lop  off,  without  oompnnoUon 
or  regret,  everr  institation  and  offloe,  which 
may  be  opposed  in  its  tendency  to  the  liberty 
of  the  people,  or  which  may  create  onnaoes- 
■aiT  burdens  upon  their  honest  g^us,  yet  would 
I  forbear  to  touch  either  one  or  the  other, 
wbioli  may,  upon  inquiry,  appear  to  be  esaentiu 
^ther  to  Um  liberty  or  to  tin  prosperi^  of  tfae 
eomUiy.  And  sIimm  it  bai  beoome  neoessary 
that  tbia  inquiry  must  1m  gone  into,  I  rejoice 
that  ao  lai:^  a  mqjoritr  are  of  opinion  that  this 
is  the  auspioiouBperioaj  and  that  so  much  of  the 
talent  of  the  Honse  has  bdlKmie  pledged  to 
assist  in  it.  I  look  upon  the  Toto  taken  upon  the 
motion  to  lay  this  resolution  upon  the  table, 
as  a  pledge,  not  only  of  the  perseverance  with 
whicn  the  work  of  retrenchment  will  be  prose- 
cnted,  but  of  the  soooess  which  will  attond  it. 
An^  I  trust  that  we  ihall  all,  exercising  a  spirit 
al  motoal  forbearance  npcm  those  points,  upon 
whieb  the  intereata  and  feelinga  of  partiea  may 
be  ctMineeted,  aealonslr  co-op«mto  in  effocting 
aomething  for  the  good  of  our  commtm  country. 
For  my  own  part,  I  can  only  promise  that  I  will 
aid  in  the  enterprise,  by  womng  aa  a  onnmon 
labonr  in  the  tranohea,  If  it  be  neoeaaary. 


WxDNEaDAT,  January  80. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
resolation  of  Hr.  Ohilton  on  the  subject  of 
retrencbnaent,  uid  the  question  being  on  the 
ameodmwit  ot  Ur.  .Bun,  (vlrtuaUy  a  lubati- 
tnte  for  the  other) — 

ICr.  DosaiT  sud :  In  n  GoTemrnent  like  oura. 
predicated  on  law,  oonfideaoe  must  be  repwed 
Bomewhere.  Our  oonstitution  reposes  it  In  the 
Exeentivo  Department.  From  its  analogy  to 
monarchy,  it  is  always  an  object  of  distrust  and 
jealousy.  It  is  presumed  to  affect  the  splendor 
of  royalty,  to  stretch  its  prerogative ;  to  extend 
its  patronage,  to  sustain  its  power ;  to  lavish 
theTeeouroes  of  the  nation,  to  reward  its  parti- 
aana.  This  Jealoosy,  invigorated  by  our  devo- 
tion to  onr  repablioan  simplicity,  to  a  restricted 
exeontive  prerootive,  to  the  purity  of  oar 
institntiona,  and  hatred  for  a  profuse  expendi- 
ture of  that  money  drawn  from  onr  labor,  has 
been  oonatantiy  invoked  in  every  stni^le  for 
political  power  that  has  distracted  the  American 
people. 

Tne  first  adminutration  of  the  illostrions 
Washington  had  not  passed,  before  it  was 
chargea  on  his  Administration  that  its  policy 
was  devoted  to  an  as^ilation  of  the  practice 
of  our  Government  to  the  most  corrupting 
parts  of  the  British  Oovemment ;  that  the  war 
debts  of  the  Revolution  were  funded,  and  the 
public  debt  created,  to  bring  strength  to  the 
nsnrpaUons  plotted  by  the  Federal  Government 
on  State  rignta ;  that  the  army,  raised  to  cheek 
the  savage  id  ourriona  oa  the  frontier  settlemanti. 
Vol.  IX.— 45 


was  adopM  in  otmformi^  with  the  poIi<7  ct 
creating  a  standing  army ;  that.  Laving  a 
ftinded  debt,  and  army,  the  piratical  depreda- 
tions of  the  Algerine  corsairs  were  greedily 
seized  on,  as  an  apology  for  creating  a  navy ; 
that  the  excise  on  whiskey  was  introdaced  to 
add  to  the  support  of  the  Government  a  swarm 
of  offloers;  and  that  thns  a  public  debt,  an 
army,  a  navy,  the  excise,  the  four  prominent  fea- 
tures and  engines  of  the  patronage,  cormpti<Hi, 
and  expense,  of  the  Bri^h  Oovemment,  wera 
grafted  on  the  American  pc^ioy.  The  mo- 
narchical tendencies  of  tiieee  national  measnrea, 
were  not  the  only  aocusationa  made  agiunst  this 
illustrious  man.  He  was  charged  with  affecting 
the  rolendor  and  folly  of  royal  audiences ;  and 
the  levees  which  were  held  at  his  house,  to 
gratify  the  anxious  and  laudable  curiosity  <^ 
his  oonntiymen,  to  see  the  great  benefactor  of 
the  American  people,  were  traced  to  a  dispod- 
tion,  on  his  part,  to  imitate  royal  levees.  He, 
too,  was  cha^^  with  an  encroachment  on  the 
treaty-making  power,  and  assuming  that  it 
came  within  hia  eonititotional  competency  to 
give  Instmctirau  to  his  ICnisters  abroad ;  to 
negotiate  treaties  witii  foreign  powers,  without 
first  submitting  his  iostructioos  for  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Senate :  he,  too,  was  charged  witii 
drawing  the  public  money  for  his  own  private 
purposes ;  and  it  was  published,  that  the  day 
on  which  he  should  retire  "  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  national  jubilee ;  for  from  that  day, 
would  the  name  of  Washington  cease  to 
legalize  corruption."  And  snob,  ur,  was  the 
acrimony  of  party  spirit  in  his  d&y,  that  there 
are  now  distinguished  p<ditical  diaracters,  bigb 
in  the  oonfldenoe  of  this  people,  who  have 
recorded  opon  the  jounals  of  thw  House,  that 
their  confidence  in  him  was  ^minished. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  popularity  which 
Ur.  Jefferson  acquired  by  the  repeal  of  the  war 
tax  of  the  preceding  Administration,  and  the 
prostrate  condition  ctf  his  political  rivals,  there 
soon  sprung  up  men  who  had  contributed  to 
elevate  him  to  power,  who  denounced  his 
Administration.  He  was  charged  with  an 
undignified,  unpatriotic  attachment  to  France ; 
with  a  hatred  against  England,  that  could  only 
be  satiated  by  her  prostration  at  the  feet  of  the 
French  Eagles ;  with  shaping  his  whole  course 
of  forugn  policy  with  an  eye  to  the  gratificaticm 
of  theae  feelinga  of  attaohment  and  hatred. 
(We  all  recollect  the  celebrated  saying  imputed 
to  a  Minister  of  his  cabinet  when  it  sought  to 
purchase  from  S^n  the  Floridas,  "France 
wants  money.")  With  a  wasteful  prodigality 
of  the  public  money;  for,  sir,  a  gentieman,* 
then  of  distinguished  influence,  the  bitterest 
political  enen^  of  the  first  Adams,  as  he  now  is 
of  the  secono,  the  most  zealous  of  those  who 
toiled  for  the  elevation  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  re- 
marked, on  the  floor  of  this  House :  "  Ag^nst 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  I,  in  common 
with  many  others,  did  and  do  yet  entertain  a 
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•ontinient  of  hostili^,  and  have  repeatedly  t 
cried  oat  against  it  for  extravagance,  and  for 
profiuion^  and  for  waste,  and  wanton  waste,  of  ' 
the  pablio  reeooroee.   I  find,  however,  npon } 
eondderation,  whether  from  the  nature  of  man, 
or  from  the  nature  of  things,  or  from  whatever 
canse,  that  that  Admhiistration,  grossly  eztrava- 

r it  as  I  then,  and  still  believe  it  to  have  been, 
tried  bj  the  criteriui  of  the  raeoeeding  <»e, 
wts  a  psttem  of  retranohment  and  eeonmny." 

These  historical  fiuts  ore  brooght  into  view 
to  the  end  that  the  pabUo  may  upreciate  tiie 
motives  which  give  correnoy  to  uiese  clamors 
against  those  inio  administer  the  Government, 
and  to  show  that,  at  all  times,  uid  by  all  parties, 
the  same  charges  which  are  now  made  agunst 
the  Govenunent,  have  been  made  and  are  instm- 
menta  used  for  party  triomph: — oormption, 
prodigality,  and  a  fondness  of  splendor,  are  the 
practised  wea|K>ns  of  the  Opposition ;  they  may 
influence  sentiment  for  a  time,  but  a  spirit  of 
free  inqoiry  and  correct  infonnation  will  banish 
these  delorion^  dononatrating  the  innocence  of 
the  acensed,  aiul  the  dorins  ud  selfidk  motives 
which  produce  the  impntaoons.  RecoUeotthat 
these  n'esidenta  were  the  founders  of  the  Re- 
pnUio,  th^  they  had  an  active  agency  in  the 
eetaUishment  <h  yonr  oonstitntion,  that  tiiey 
Uved  and  tolled  for  the  Bepnblic  at  home  in 
the  gaze  of  tiie  American  people ;  and  above  all, 
that  they  came  into  power  by  the  majority  of 
the  votes  of  the  American  people ;  bnt  even 
thns  snstained,  and  thus  elected,  they  escaped 
not  the  fell  spirit  of  detraction.  The  present 
Chief  MagisU^to  came  not  into  power  SQstained 
by  anch  puwerfbl  appeals  to  tiie  confidence  and 
affootions  of  the  American  people.  His  life 
had  bem  spent  prindpally  in  the  service  of  hia 
conntoy  abroad,  in  watclmig  itB  interests  and  its 
rights  in  foreign  oonrts.  When  at  hcnne  he 
presided  over  a  Department,  of  none  or  very 
mnited  patronage,  and  which  addresses  itself 
only  to  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the 
people.  He  had  three  oompetitorB.  oi  dis- 
tingaished  reputation,  and  alike  enoeared  to 
the  country.  A  gentieman  of  splendid  tal- 
ents, *  the  bold  and  nndisgnised  advocate  of 
those  constitutional  doctrines  which  enlarge 
the  sphere  of  Fedei^l  action,  retired  from  the 
struggle  in  consequence  of  the  unexpected 
movements  of  a  State,  upon  whose  powerftil 
mpport  his  oalcnlation*  on  sucwess  were  predi- 
OMed.  No  election  was  made  In  the  primary 
colleges — and  this  House,  exercising  its  constitu- 
tional contingent  power,  called  the  present 
inoambent  to  the  Prendency.  In  forming  his 
cabinet,  he  called  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  State,  that  distinguished  citizen  who 
now  prerides  over  that  Department,  and  it  is 
understood  that  he  offered  to  another  competi- 
tor,  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

From  this  moment,  a  ^irit  of  opposition, 
detraction,  and  misrepresentation  appeared.  It 
was  charged  that  the  election  was  effected  by 
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"bargnn,  management,  and  intrigne;^  inS 
the  nation  has  been  convulsed  by  a  more  angry 
state  of  political  hatred  thao  it  ever  experienced 
before.  History  informs  us,  that,  of  all  the 
parties  or  facti<HiB  which  divide  a  nation,  tboM 
are  the  most  angry,  which  are  founded  on 
personal  considerations.  The  parties  heretofore 
existing  in  this  country  had  tiieir  origin  in  a 
differawe  of  otdnion  among  the  people,  as  to 
oar  fyt«im  and  domestio  pimej.  In  aastaidBg 
or  re^tmg  that  ptdioy,  the  rival  pditidsns 
addressed  uiMnselves  to  the  reason  and  under- 
standing of  the  nation.  '  An  unprecedented 
unanimity  existed  among  us  all,  as  to  the  grest 
and  fondamental  policy  which  the  prosp^y 
of  this  country  rtiquired  to  be  pursued  by  its 
rulers.  The  present  parties  of  this  country  an 
therefore  formed  upon  the  preference  of  one 
individual  to  another.  In  all  our  attempts, 
therefore,  to  proselyte,  a  review  of  their  chti- 
actor  and  of  their  talents  is  taken.  In  tiiii 
review  much  is  said — much  will  be  said — of  an 
irriteting  and  offimMve  character.  These  are 
the  causes  of  our  disunion. 

The  atmctnn  <^  our  institulloiis  is  attacked, 
and  the  Military  Academy  is  sought  to  be 
rendered  an  object  of  public  jealousy,  and  tbe 
seeds  of  disunimi,  between  the  rich  sod  the 
poor,  between  the  plebeians  and  the  patridan^ 
IS  scattered,  with  more  than  Tribnnitian  in- 
dustry. The  West  Point  Academy,  founded 
by  Jefferson,  is  now  described  by  his  friends 
as  an  institution  in  its  very  principlee  aris- 
tocratio.  The  gentieman  from  Tennessee  ssts 
that  none  but  tiae  children  of  the  wealthy  are 
educated  there.  It  ia  not  so ;  in  its  prin^ei^ 
it  omtains  no  enduikni  graduated  on  nnk. 
That  there  nuur  be  diildren  of  the  weahliy 
educated  there  w  tme :  and  ahaU  it  not  be  tot 
Who  oon^botes  to  it!  Do  not  the  wealthjt 
And  shall  they  be  excluded  who  do  not  contrib- 
ute to  it  t  But  the  children  of  the  vealtl^ 
are  not  sent  there  from  oonsiderations  of  econ- 
omy, but  to  prepare  tlieir  diUdren,  by  a  pre- 
vious course  of  study,  to  enter  into  the  annio 
of  their  country :  and  it  mnst  be  so,  or  tbe 
children  of  the  wealthy  will  be  excluded  from 
the  Army  Raster.  This  theory  is  eonfiimed 
by  one  single  illustration.  An  honorable  mem- 
bw  of  this  House,  who  has  expended  tfaeo- 
sanda  in  giving  to  the  poor  the  btMnagaof 
intellectnol  Hght^  has  now  at  that  eehool  a  jaOth, 
who  prefers  to  serve  hia  country  in  her  armj. 
The  gentleman  has  enumerated  many  instaooei, 
from  his  own  Stete,  in  which  the  Repreeenta' 
tivea  in  Oongreas  have  hod  ehUdren  educated 
there.  If  this  be  on  abuse  of  the  power  and 
influence  of  the  members,  they  ore  respoosiUe 
to  their  constituents,  War  Departm«Dt 

most  act  upon  recommendations.  The  consti- 
tntional  implication  that  the  members  ot  Con- 
gress ore  deserving  of  confidence,  most  hifincDe* 
that  Department,  and  the  rin  of  the  abuse  ctf 
the  discretionary  choioe  mnst  rest  oo  their 
head.  I  can  only  eay,  that  oo  fiv  oa  ny  ex- 
perioace  goosi  the  aelMliom  In  the  State  ftoi 
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Thence  I  come,  has,  in  every  instance  fallen 
upon  those  withoot  parents  and. without  prop- 
er^— except  the  bob  of  a  gallant  General, 
whoae  Uood  nuriatened  the  field  of  Entaw,  and 
whose  ■nzions  wiah  is,  that  one  of  his  deaoend- 
ants  mi^t,  if  a  war  should  ever  again  letocn, 
display  the  same  patriotism  and  the  same 
daring  as  his  fitfher.  A  principle  of  distribu- 
tive Jostiee  r^ulatea  tbe  selection  now,  and  I, 
with  other^  oaa  s^,  that  tbe  diums  of  the 
friendless  and  the  poor  are  listened  to  with  a 
sympathizing  heart,  and  a  disposition  to  foster 
and  protect  tlioso  whose  genius,  it  is  presumed, 
fit  them  for  miUtwy  command.  Tbe  general 
utility  of  this  institution,  tiU  the  power  of  a 
selection  was  exercised  by  a  political  rival,  was 
admitted  by  all.  If  its  abuses  have  weakened 
the  public  confidence  in  it,  this  Administration 
haenottoanswwfwit;  it  commenced  in  other 
dsys^  when  the  late  Secretary  of  War  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Premdenoy.  But  why  deal 
in  this  general  aooosatifml  Bring  fortli  a 
direct  {ffopoMtion  to  pull  it  down. 


Thubsdat,  January  81. 
SetreneAmmt. 

The  House  proceeded  to  conuder  the  resoln- 
tioDs  of  Kr.  Chilton  on  the  subject  of  retrench- 
ment, and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Biaxb. 

Kr.  Lbtoubb  sud:  I  have  witnessed  this 
debate  with  more  pain  and  regret  than  any  that 
lias  ever  occurred  in  this  House  since  I  have 
hod  the  honor  of  a  seat.  One  more  unprint- 
able, more  inttrferant,  and  less  likely  to  effect 
any  good  for  the  country,  has  never  occurred 
here  or  elsewhere.  Sir,  as  tbe  Representatives 
of  a  free  and  enlightened  oonmiuQity,  dUpos6d 
to  maintain  tbe  dignity  and  utility  of  debaCe, 
npon  correct  principles,  we  should  pause, 
serioDsIy  pause,  before  we  determine  to  pros- 
ecute this  further.  Where,  when,  and  how  is  it 
to  be  ended  ?  What  profit  will  be  derived  from 
it  ?  What  valuable  object  attained  t  Is  our  time 
Justly,  correctly,  and  fairly  employed,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  important  interests  of  the  country,  to 
be  thus  exclusively  occupied  in  this  digressive, 
aufiy  debate!  if  a  debate  it  can,  or  on^t  to  be 
caUed.  I  had  always,  sir,  until  brought  to  a 
diffemt  conclusion  by  the  present  disoussion, 
been  led  to  believe,  that  a  debate  was  only 
necessary  where  a  difference  of  opinion,  in 
some  shape  or  other,  existed,  and  Uiat  its  main 
ol^ect  was  to  enlighten,  to  convince,  or  to  per- 
suade. Such,  however,  sir,  does  not  seem  to 
be  the  character  or  design  of  this.  Its  o^ect,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  its  tendency,  is  not  to  illustntte 
any  particular  proposition,  or  to  convince  us 
upon  any  matter  of  disputed  policy.  It  is,  if 
not  for  the  nobler,  at  any  rate  for  the  obvious 
and  gratifying  purpose,  of  abusing  and  censor- 
ing some  of  the  most  distiuguiwied  men  of 
the  country.  Tliere  ought  to  be  no  dlscnsnon 
npon  the  resolutions  as  offered,  because  there 
is  no  diaagrennMit  of  opinion  among  ns  as  to 
the  direction  which  they  ought  to  take,  and 
nuufe  take.  Td^  dr,  wUhont  any  ^Usagreement 
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whatever,  as  far  as  I  know,  or  believe,  in 
reference  to  the  subject-matter  before  us,  we 
present  ourselves  before  the  nation  in  an  atti- 
tude truly  lamentably  Nngular,  to  speak  in  no 
stronger  terms.  What  Is  Itt  Why,  dr,  a  sub- 
ject Is  offered  for  tbe  oonddenUion  of  the 
Hoose^  in  the  usual  mode  of  resolutions, 
inquirmg  into  the  manner  in  which  tbe  pecu- 
niary concerns  of  the  country  are  conducted 
by  those  to  whom  we  have  confided  these  high 
trusts ;  also,  of  inquiring  into  the  proprie^  of 
lessening  the  number  of  our  officers  in  service, 
of  curtailing  their  salaries,  and  of  reducing  the 
pay  of  the  members  of  this  and  the  otber 
House.  To  these  resolutions  every  one  almost, 
without  exception^  seems  to  yield  a  ready 
assent.  Indeed,  sir,  we  appear  to  struggle 
severely  with  each  other  for  the  honor  of  most 
admiring  them.  We  all  profess  to  be  willing, 
yes,  anxions,  to  go  into  tiie  inquiry,  exceedingly 
anxions,  yet,  ftom  some  caoae  or  other,  we 
can*t  get  into  it.  To  profess  to  be  willing  to 
make  an  inquiry,  is  one  thing — to  make  it,  is 
another.  Talking,  and  doing,  ore  very  different 
matters.  If  we  are  really  and  sincerely  dis- 
posed to  do  any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  upon  this  or  any  other  subject,  we 
must  speak  less,  and  do  more.  We  should 
engage  in  the  business  of  the  country  with  the 
determination  of  >  doing  it  speedily,  and  going 
home.  How,  sir,  does  it  happen,  that  we  can't 
get  the  question,  and  bring  the  debate  to  a 
close  i  Tha  answer  to  this  question  will  not, 
and  cannot  be  denied.  It  arises  from  too  much 
zeal,  and  too  much  sedribility,  upon  the  Presi- 
dential question.  Ah  I  lliat's  the  whole  secret. 
The  people  understand  all  our  movements: 
they  are  cool,  deliberate,  and  intelligent,  and 
will  very  (quickly  comprehend  the  design  of  an 
electioneering  speech  delivered  in  this  House, 
whether  it  comes  from  the  one  side  or  the 
other.  For  my  own  part — I  speak,  how- 
ever, with  great  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
others — I  do  not  think  it  either  complimentary 
to  the  members  of  this  House,  or  to  the  people 
of  tiiis  nation,  to  make  the  Rf^resentative  Hall 
the  arena  of  electioneering  rtnfe,  and  turmoil, 
and  bustie.  It  should  m  exclusively  appro- 
priated to  tiu  ledtimate  purposes  of  le«slation, 
and  no  other.  The  people  will  attend  to  the 
election  of  President  themselves,  if  permitted 
to  do  so.  They  are  the  proper  tribunal  to 
make  tiie 'decision  between  tiie  two  omtending 

Sorties  which  now  divide  tbe  conntry  and  this 
[ouse.  In  their  decision  I  have  unlimited  con- 
fidence. They  will  reflect  coolly,  and  decide 
wisely,  and  that  decision  will  be  made,  if  not 
according  to  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  all  in  this 
House,  at  any  rate  according  to  their  own  sober 
judgment,  uninfluenced,  I  hope,  by  any  and 
every  attempt  to  exMte  tiiem  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other.  The  truth  ia.  nr,  and  I  speak  my  on- 
disguised  opinion  when  I  say  so^  tbe  importanoe 
and  consequence  which  some  gentiemen  seem  to 
attach  to  what  they  may  s^r  in  this  Hall,  tending 
to  bear  npon  the  Preddential  canvass,  is  v«7 
greatiy  overrated.  Itisamistake,whiQnnBnlti^ 
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like  most  otiier  iiiiBtak«a,  from  thinkiiiff  too 
highly  of  their  own  ^Making  poweni,  and  too 
little  of  the  Jndgment  and  discrimination  of  those 
vho  send  na  here.  Bir,  we  maj  declaim,  and 
rave,  and  rant,  and  read  newspaper  sqaiha,  and 
reassert  stale  and  long  since  refuted  charges,  and 
even  descend  to  personal  invectiveB  against 
each  other,  or  to  personal  violence,  until  we 
become  exhausted,  and  exhaust  the  Trea8ar7 
too,  withont  being  able  to  infkise  into  the  public 
that  degree  of  zaol  which  political  calculating 
partisans  feel,  or  in  mj  material  manner 
induce  an7  pOTtion  of  them  to  surrender  their 
udgment  to  pditicians  struggling  for  power, 
am  very  aorrx,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  disooTer 
anrand  me,  Hm  most  formidable  preparations 
for  a  ctmtinoation  of  the  debate.  One  gentie- 
msn  is  eoTering  his  table  with  books,  another  is 
taking  notes,  whilst  about  a  dozen  others  are 
ready  to  avail  themselves  of  the  first  opportu- 
nity of  getting  the  floor.  I  did  not  rise  with  a 
view  of  saying  any  thing  whidi  would  be  the 
means  of  prolonging  the  discussion,  bnt  princi- 
pally to  express  my  earnest  desire  tliat  the 

anestion  may  be  brought  to  a  conclusion.  With 
le  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bbll,)  I 
desire  to  get  the  Boose  rid  of  the  question,  by 
referring  the  rew^ationa  to  a  committee.  It  is 
very  easy  to  dispoee  of  the  matter  shoold  we 
choose  to  do  it.  Bnt  one  says,  with  great  force 
and  energy,  I  did  not  commence  tfiis  discus- 
sion ;  another  says,  I  did  not.  One  party  says, 
yon  began  it :  tiie  other  says.  No,  it  was  you. 
Who  did  begin  it  ?  Sir,  nobody  begm  it,  yet 
it  is  here.  Instead  of-dispnting  who  com- 
menced the  discussion — for  uiat  fact,  it  seems, 
never  can  be  aficertained — let  us  stro^le  who 
shall  be  tiie  first  to  get  clear  of  it ;  and  at  once 
proceed  to  the  transaction  of  business.  Why, 
sir,  the  scene  is  really  ludicrous.  It  is  more  like 
children's  play,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so, 
than  the  part  of  grave  legi^tion.  The  original 
resolaticm  oSmtShj  my  oolleagne,  (Ur.  Chil- 
TON,j  was  not  of  an  nnnsnal  or  extraordinary 
character,  I  was  Teiy  glad  when  he  introduced 
it  I  Httle  antidpated  the  Irritation  it  has  pro- 
duoed,  or  the  length  of  time  it  has  consomed. 
The  inquiry  prmiiosed  is  a  necessary  one,  and 
may  prove  naeful  to  the  country. 

In  a  Government  constituted  as  ours  is,  too 
much  vigilance  cannot  exist  upon  the  part  of 
those  in  whom  the  people  have  placed  con- 
fidence, in  watching  the  public  expenditures, 
I  am  not  for  making  false  clamors,  or  exciting 
the  nnblio  without  any  jnst  apprehensions, 
merely  for  my  own  purposes ;  but,  upon  princi- 
ple, I  am  now,  and  always  have  been,  in  favor 
of  observing  a  qratem  of  rigid  economy  and 
BtricA  aoooontabiuty  in  every  Department  of 
the  Govenmient.  Freqnent  inquiries  and  ex- 
aminations oqght  to  take  place.  Bonest,  able, 
and  faithfbl  officers,  such  as  I  believe  compose 
the  Administration,  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  strictest  scrutiny  into  all  their  official  acts. 
On  the  contrary  it  has  a  good  effect.  It  satis- 
fies the  oonntry,  and  it  is  particularly  proper 
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at  this  period  in  referenoa  to  what  has  been 
said  out  of  tius  Honse  fta  some  tUna  past. 
The  inquiry,  sir,  Is  demanded  by  the  pet^: 
they  expect  it,  and  are  anxiously  wiitiog  to  see 
how  it  will  progress.  Give  it  to  ns.  Let  the 
examination  be  thorongh  and  complete.  If  one 
dollar  has  been  applied  improperiy  by  the  dis- 
bursing officers,  ascertain  tiie  fact,  and  make  it 
known.  If  nothing  he  wrong;  if  ceusnrea 
have  gone  abroad  without  any  jnst  cause ;  it 
would  be  bnt  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  those 
who  have  been  implicated,  as  well  as  to  the 
country,  to  say  so,  after  this  inquiry  is  cmn- 
pleted.  It  requires  no  great  intellectuid  effort 
to  create  swpunons,  and  to  give  them  currency, 
whether  they  be  directed  against  puUio  or 
private  character.  80  fhr  as  any  thing  has  bem 
said,  in  this  debate,  having  for  its  otgect  a 
design  of  casting  any  imputation  npon  the 
Administration,  in  its  management  of  the 
moneyed  concerns  of  the  country,  its  Aiends 
now,  and  at  all  times,  challenge  the  freest  and 
fullest  investigation;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
protest  against  the  right  of  their  oppooents  of 
trying  them  under  the  doctrine  of  Revolu- 
tionary France  "  of  laboring  under  a  so^idoii 
of  being  suspected,"  and  taking  up<m  them- 
selves the  exclusive  right  of  aecuring  and 
dedding.  If  any  ftet  whatever  exlst^  upon 
which  to  predicate  a  charge^  even  by  implics- 
tion,  the  accusing  party  have  It  cmnpletdy  in 
their  power  to  expose  it  to  the  nation  in 
glowing  colors — ^the  nation  is  fully  oompeteot 
to  decide  upon  its  merits. 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  about  to  pursue  that  course 
which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  so  freely  to  cast- 
damn  in  others,  by  discussing  the  relatix'e  meriu 
and  demerits,  fitness  and  unfitness,  of  tbe  two 
distinguished  candidates  now  before  the  |»eople 
fur  the  first  office  within  their  gift.  Ko,  sir.  If 
my  vanity  even  prompted  me  to  suppose  I  was 
qualified  for  such  a  task,  I  would  not,  at  this  time, 
npon  this  occasion,  in  this  Boose,  iJlow  my seU| 
evm  under  feelings  of  excitement,  to  engage  in 
it  The  topic,  if  persisted  In,  I  fear,  sir,  wnl,in 
some  degree,  tmp^r  that  dignity  which  has 
heretofore  characterized  the  proceedings  ef 
this  body.  I  have  not  taken  the  floor  with  s 
design  of  answering  charges  00  the  one  side, 
or  making  them  on  tbe  other.  It  was,  ar,  tot 
a  very  different  purpose,  as  I  have  already 
intimated.  During  this  discns^on,  Ur.  6p«sk< 
er,  which  has  token  a  most  extensive  rsoge, 
from  what  was  said  by  my  friend  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Yancb,)  an  impression  was  made  upon  tbe 
minds  of  some  gentlemen,  that  his  design  was 
to  impeach  the  purity  and  integrity  of  the 
pren^ng  officer  of  the  House,  in  his  appoint- 
ment <H  committees.  Kr,  I  was  very  to 
hear  that  honorable  geirtleman  frankly  ami 
voluntarily  disehdm  every  Idea  of  the  sort  It 
would,  sir,  in  my  estimation,  not  only  bare 
been  unkind,  bnt  u^jusL  to  that  officer,  to  bare 
expressed  or  entortamed  a  different  sentiment 
Though  not  elevated  to  that  honorable  ststiiHi 
with  my  consent,  1  will  take  this  oooasidn  U> 
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Baj,  without  sappofiing  my  opinion  is  a  matter 
of  the  slightest  consequeooe  to  any  one,  as  far 
as  my  feebte  judgment  extends,  he  presides 
over  the  deliberations  of  the  House  with  ability 
•od  dignity.  As  to  hii  qtpointment  of  com- 
mittees, be  has  a  right  to  wleet  and  organize 
tliem  as  he  ehooM*— be  and  they  l>eing  reapon- 
(nble  to  the  cotintry  for  doing  harm,  or  for  not 
doing  good. 

As  to  myself^  I  do  not  think,  after  two  par- 
ties have  been  stmg^ing  for  power,  and  one  of 
ib&m  snoceeds,  it  can  reasonably  be  expected, 
that,  in  the  distribntion  of  tiie  honorable  sta- 
tions in  this  Honse,  the  victorions  party  shall 
select  their  adversaries.  This  ought  not  to  be 
required.  If  they  look  for  Uie  qualifications 
'  whioh  fit  iwUvidaala  for  those  stations,  and  find 
meh  qualifications  in  men  of  their  own  party, 
it  is  natural,  and  right,  that  they  ahoald  put 
those  who  possess  tiiem  at  the  head  of  the  lead- 
ing committees.  I  should  never  object  to  soob 
a  course.  If  the  party  which  has  now  the 
nu^ority  here,  has  placed  its  Mends  in  stations 
where  they  can  be  useful  to  the  oonntry, 
while  they  do  honor  to  themselves,  I  hope  we 
who  are  of  the  minority,  will  never  complin 
of  It  If  they  have  the  honor,  they  have  the 
respon^bility  too ;  and,  I  say,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  who  has  jiut  taken 
his  seat,  and  who  has  made  some  complaints 
agunst  Kr.  Adams  about  patronage,  that  I 
would  go  fkrther  than  mer^y  protecting 
friends.  Patronage  onght  to  be  distribated  in 
the  first  place,  with  a  constant  view  to  the 
pnUio  good.  That  object  l>eing  kept  in  sight, 
the  Administration  has  a  right  to  look  first  to 
its  friends— I  mean  its  prudent,  enlightened,  ' 
and  capable  friends,  and  tnose  who  have  done 
the  most  to  place  it  in  power,  by  giving  support 
to  fair  and  just  pnnotplea.  It  ought  to  look 
next  to  friends,  who,  though  not  quite  bo 
zealous  and  efficient  in  its  belialf^  are  equally 
iaithfUI  in  their  attachment  to  its  principles 
sad  their  country.  In  the  next  place  it  ought 
to  look  to  intelligent  neutrals ;  still,  as  I  said 
bdbre,  keeping  its  eye  upon  the  public  good, 
and  upon  snitable  qualifications ;  and  then,  if 
there  u  any  thing  l«(t,  1^  them  ^v«  it  to  open, 
bnt  able  and  magnanimous  adversaries.  This  I 
take  to  be  a  rale,  right  in  itself  and  one  which 
has  always  more  or  less  governed  every 
Administration,  bnt  particularly  Mr.  JeflTerson's. 
It  is  true,  in  uming  at  this  rule,  an  Adrainistrar 
tion  may  make  great  mistakes.  They  may 
sometimes  select  for  important  stations,  men 
who  bring  no  force  to  Uietr  cause,  bnt  then, 
this  arises  only  from  defect  of  judgment  or 
information.  They  intend  to  strengthen  their 
own  party  while  they  serve  the  country,  and  if 
they  uil  to  do  so,  it  is  from  the  causes  I  men- 
Horned,  ^r,  look  to  all  Qoveraments  whidi 
ever  e^sted.  Ton  never  find  one  which  gives 
^  ita  &vors  to  an  enemy  that  wonld  have  pre- 
vented its  success,  and  would,  at  any  moment, 
prostrate  it.  The  gentleman  ssys,  this  Ad- 
ministratioii  has  been  very  imioiidBttt,  and  has 


committed  great  blunders  in'tbe  distribution  of 
its  patronage.  That  may  be,  but  I  tell  that 
gentleman,  that,  if  his  &vorite  candidate  ever 
gets  into  power,  he  will  most  infhUibly  moteot 
his  friends,  and  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  pre- 
sent Administration  naa  ever  done.  Sir,  I  believe 
this  Administration  has  been  a  little  culpable 
in  this  matter,  although  they  have  incurred  the 
censure  of  the  gentleman  for  a  difibrent  course. 
I  think  they  have  not  stuck  to  their  friends 
quite  as  much  as  they  ought  to  have  done.  No 
gentleman  will  suspect  me  of  saying  this  with 
any  personal  reference.  I  never  was  an  appli- 
cant for  any  office,  and  I  never  expect  to  be, 
and  for  a  very  good  reason,  sir.  I  never  can 
succeed,  if  I  would  apply ;  there  are  too  many 
ahead  <h  me,  o(  both  pvtles,  who  exoel  me 
in  zeal  and  ability,  and  anxiety  to  obtain  office. 


Fbidat,  February  1. 

The  resolutions  of  Ur.  Chiltos  with  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Blaxb,  (as  pr(^>csed  to  be 
modified  by  Mr.  Dosset,)  being  again  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  EvEBZTT  said,  he  begged  leave  to  return 
hid  sincere  thanks  to  the  House  for  according 
to  him  the  indulgence  of  an  adjoomment.  At 
this  st^e  of  the  discussion,  (said  Mr.  £.,)  noth- 
ing but  physical  inability  to  proceed  should  have 
induced  me  to  ask  this  indulgence.  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  requite  it,  by  the  only  means  in 
my  power ;  that  is,  by  introdudng  no  matter 
into  the  debate,  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to 
protract  it.  I  took  the  liberty,  yesterdny,  to 
observe,  that,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  RANi>OLpn,)  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  I  voted  in  the 
affirmative  upon  that  question.  I  did  so,  thinking 
I  foresaw  the  character  of  the  debate  which 
was  likely  to  arise,  if  the  resolntion  remained 
before  the  House.  To  a  resolution  for  inquiry, 
of  tliis  nature,  I  could  have  no  objection, 
except  that  of  some  little  crudity  in  form, 
which  has  been  oUeoted  to  this  resolution  on 
every  side  ot  the  House.  With  that  exception, 
and  could  it  have  passed  withoat  detMtte,  I 
should  cheerfully  have  voted  fbr  it. 

The  House  was  not  pleased  to  make  that  dis- 
position of  the  resolntion.  The  debate  has  been 

Eursued ;  and  the  ground,  in  my  judgment, 
as  entirely  shifted  beneath  our  feet.  It  is  not 
now  an  inquiry  into  the  practicability  of  re- 
trenchment, with  a  view  to  the  more  rapid  pay- 
ment of  the  pnblio  debt  I  do  not  say  that  no 
allusion  to  this  matter  is  left  in  the  renolution ; 
it  may  remun  there  in  form ;  bnt  the  substance 
is  changed.  The  topic  now  pnt  forward,  is  the 
expenditure  of  the  contingent  funds,  particulu*- 
]j  that  for  fiH«ign  intercourse ;  and  taking 
deb^  as  an  indication  of  the  character  of  the 
resolution,  it  is  one  of  general  crtaidnation  of 
the  measures  of  the  Administration. 

I  again  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  am  friend* 
ly  to  inquiiT,  in  any  and  every  form — I  oare 
not  with  what  sevuity  and  strictness  it  be  in- 
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ttitnted.  I  know  that  all  haman  establishments 
(especially  so  vast  and  eomplioated  an  establi^- 
ment  as  tiiat  of  a  Government)  are  liable  to 
abase.  I  am  wiUing  to  admit,  on  these  general 
prindples,  that  there  may  be  abases  in  the 
Govemmeot  aa  at  presmt  administered,  al- 
thoagh  they  are  as  Ukely  to  be  abases  of  re- 
•tricuoD,  ail  of  extravagance ;  especially  as  the 
rate  senerally  leads  to  the  oUier.  Ill-timed  and 
misplaced  reduction  often  leads,  in  the  end,  to 
more  lavish  expendltore ;  and  a  jadtcious  ez- 

Einditare,  (a  memorable  instance  has  been 
tely  stated  to  this  Honse  in  relation  to  the 
Post  Office,)  as  often  proves  to  be  true  economy. 
Bat,  retrenchment  ia  a  popular  theme,  and  the 
praning  koife  has  sometimes  been  so  fally  im- 
plied to  oar  establishments,  that  their  vital  sap 
has  flowed  oat  of  the  woonds.  Still  however, 
nr,  I  would  never  oppoae  aa  inquiry  into  the 
abnaes  that  iD«y  exist;  aad  whethw  they  be 
those  of  redonduoe  or  d^otenoy,  I  am  equally 
ready  to  apply  the  remedy. 

Permit  me  to  make  one  other  general  remark. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  O^r.  Bxll)  in 
his  liberal  and  eloquent  address  to  Uie  House, 
made  a  remark,  which  he  justly  offered  as  sonnd 
in  itself^  however  paradoxical  in  its  terms,  that 
there  were  states  of  things,  in  which  that  which 
is  naturally  the  health  and  strength  of  a  peM>le 
becomes  a  source  of  decline  and  decay.  The 
gentleman  applied  Uiia  wise  remark  to  a  proftiBe 
•xpenditnre  at  publm  money.  There  is  anoUier 
^plication  of  it,  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
•qnally  just  and  pertinent.  This  branch  of  the 
Government — the  Lc^slative  branch — is,  has 
been,  and  ever  must  be,  the  great  centre  of 
power  in  the  Bepablic.  It  is  the  heart  of 
the  political  system,  out  of  which  all  life  and 
power,  as  they  have  been  imbibed  from  the 
people,  must  flow  back,  through  the  various 
channels  of  administration,  to  them.  There 
are,  however,  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  cannot  be  dispensed  with  for  the 
public  good,  and  these  mast  be  upheld,  in  their 
proper  spheres  and  factions.  Now,  sir,  if  the 
tremendous  power  of  this  House  be  brons^t 
to  bear  undufy  and  dispn^iOTtifflutely  on  other 
branches  of  uie  system ;  and  es|>eciiJ]y  if  it  be 

rat  into  an  extra-lenslative  action,  (by  which 
mean  an  action  wholly  disconnected  from  its 
ftmcUona,  either  as  a  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
or  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,)  then,  also, 
what  is  naturally  our  strength  and  safety,  be- 
oomes  a  source  of  weakness,  decay,  and  min, 

I  have  already  observed,  that  the  prominent 
point  of  the  inquiry,  as  now  before  uie  Hoosa, 
nas  become  the  foreign  service  of  the  country, 
and  the  expenditure  of  the  fbnds  appropriated 
for  defivying  its  expense.  The  resolution  puts 
forward  th^  as  the  leading  topic,  and,  in  its 
very  tarns,  (and  this  oljec^Mi,  I  must  oonftss^ 
«|ipliea  also  to  the  amendment  as  modified,) 
gives  a  character  to  the  mode  in  which  that  part 
of  the  service  has  ever  been  administered  un- 
warranted by  the  constitution,  the  l»w,  and  the 
nsase  tmder  it.  Va  are  to  inqnin  into  the 


amount  of  the  sums  paid  out  of  the  contiogent 
fund  for  foreign  intercourse,  and  settled  at  the 
Treasury  without  spedfieatkm ;  and  also  into 
the  amount  paid  out  oi  the  same  ftmd,  and 
settled  at  the  Treasury  in  the  usual  mode,  aecord- 
ing  to  law.  8o  it  seems  that  there  are  two  kinds 
of  settlements-~one  usual,  and  aooording  to  lav ; 
the  other  by  speciBcttion,  and  impliedly  neither 
usu^  nor  legal. 

Tliis,  sir,  is  an  important  topic  The  foreign 
service  of  the  country  is  an  exceedingly  re- 
sponuble  branch  of  the  public  service.  Unleai 
we  adopt  the  Chinese  policy,  we  cannot  bat 
stand,  in  relations  with  foreign  nations,  highly 
important  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
country.  In  peace,  we  stand  m  the  relation  d 
an  extended  and  profitable  commercial  iat«- 
course,  depoiding  npon  its  proeperi^,  to  agood 
degree,  on  the  eharactw  we  aoatidn  alaead. 
When  peaceftil  relations  give  way  to  war,  its 
durati<m  depends  not  a  little  on  the  character 
with  which  we  embark  in  it.  Hie  estimate 
which  other  nations  f6rm  of  oar  character,  ii 
affected  by  the  manner  in  which  we  are  repre- 
sented abroad.  The  sabject  of  our  forei^  in- 
tercourse is  not,  therefore,  to  be  too  bghtly 
dealt  with.  It  is  one  for  which  the  c(Hutita- 
tion  and  laws  of  the  oountry  have  made  pecu- 
liar provision  —  a  provision,  as  I  conceire, 
overlooked,  or  misstated  by  the  terms  of  the 
resolution. 

By  the  Constitntion  of  Oie  United  States;  it 
is  provided,  Hiat  the  I^ealdait  ^  shall  unu- 
nate,  and,  1^  and  with  Hm  advice  and  eoiMit 
of  the  Sienate,  ahall  amioint,  Ambasssdon, 

other  public  Ministers  and  Consuls.'*  Over  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  no  control  is  given  by 
the  constitution,  to  Congress ;  nor  have  they 
undertaken  to  exercise  any  other,  than  that  of 
limiting  Uie  compensation  to  be  allowed  to  sack 
officers  for  their  services  and  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  dutiei. 
How,  then,  was  this  provision  of  the  constits- 
tion  reduced  to  practice,  in  the  original  wcsni- 
zation  of  tiie  Government  t  In  his  speech 
the  opening  of  the  second  session  of  the  fint 
Congress,  Freudent  Washington  brooriit  the 
Bulyeot  befbre  tiie  two  Uonses,  in  the  fiKwnriiV 
terms: 

"The  Interest  of  the  United  States  rcqdttt  tM 
ouriDterconrse  witli  other  nations  should  he  boB* 
tsted  by  such  proviMons  as  iriU  enable  me  to  folfl 
my  duty  in  that  respect,  in  the  manner  in  «bidi 
circumstaaces  may  render  meet  coadodTe  ta  (be 
public  good :  and  to  this  end,  that  the  compeimtioia 
to  be  made  to  the  persons  who  may  be  enptflTcd, 
sboidd,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  s|ip«»^ 
ments^  be  defined  by  kw ;  and  a  eonpetcat  bai 
derfgnated,  for  defhtying  the  expenses  iaddntte 
the  etnidnct  of  our  Fwe^n  iLfiua." 

Tith  the  snbject  thoa  presented  to  then, 
what  did  Congress  do  f   Did  they  pass  a  1^ 
creating  such  and  such  misnons  t   No  sir. 
they  appropriate  sums  of  money  for  saeh  aiw 
suon  salwiea  and  ezpenditureal  No.  Ihe 
passed  is  brief;  and,  bearing  strongly  ontU 
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And  other  nutters  of  intereit,  I  be^  leave  to 
dtaiL  Itbearsdatefirrtof  JqI/,  1790: 

*'St  it  eMcfed;  «(r.  That  the  Preodent  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  be  is,  satborixed  to  draw 
frwn  the  Traasurj  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fort;  thousand  dollars,  annnallj,  to  be 
paid  oat  of  the  moneys  arising  firom  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  for  the  support  of  such  per- 
sona as  lie  shall  commission  to  serre  the  United 
States  in  foreign  parts,  and  for  the  expenses  inci* 
dent  to  the  bnuness  in  which  the;  ma;  be  employed. 
Presided,  That,  eselmdre  of  u  outfit,  whiob  shall, 
in  no  esse,  exceed  the  amount  of  one  ^ear^a  full  aal- 
ar;  to  the  Miuister  Plenipotentiary  or  ChargS  des 
Aflkires,  to  whom  the  same  may  be  allowed,  the 
President  shall  not  allow  to  any  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  nine  tboo- 
Mud  doDart  per  annom,  ss  a  oompansation  fiir  alt 
Us  penooal  swrlees,  and  oUier  expenses;  nor  m 
neater  som  for  the  same,  than  foor  thousand  fire 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  a  Cbarg6  des  Affaires ; 
nor  a  greater  sum  for  the  same,  tiian  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  to  the 
Seeretan  of  any  Uiout^  Plenipotentiary.  And 
pnmduittilao.  That  the  Preddeot shall secoant,  spe- 
dflcally,  for  such  expenditures  of  the  said  money, 
as,  in  his  judgment,  may  he  made  public,  and  also 
for  the  amount  of  such  expenditurea  as  he  maj  think 
it  advisable  not  to  specify,  and  cause  a  regular  state- 
ment and  account  thereof  to  be  Isdd  b«fore  Con- 
gress, annually,  and  also  lodged  in  the  proper  office 
of  the  Treesnry  Department. 

"  See.  2.  And  be  it  fmrtJur  envied,  That  ibii>  act 
ihnll  continue  and  be  in  force  for  Uie  epece  of  two 
yoata,  and  from  thence,  mttil  the  end  of  the  next 
iei^on  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no  -longer." 

There  is  one  phrase  In  the  law  to  which  I 
inwite  the  partioalar  attention  of  tiie  House, 

as  he  shall  oonunisaion  ") — a  phrase  throwing 
ught  on  qaeationa  not  long  since  much  agitated 
here  and  elsewhere.  There  were  those  who 
took  great  alarm  at  the  ose  of  the  expression 
to  **  commission,"  when  employed  b;  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  indicate  one  of  the 
Ezeentive  functions  in  the  appointment  of  a 
foreign  Minister.  They  probably  did  not  ad- 
vert to  the  fact,  that  the  President  made  use  of 
no  other  langnage  than  that  of  the  earliest  legis- 
lation nnder  the  constitution,  and  meant  no 
more  than  the  law  meant  b;  the  same  expres- 
non. 

The  next  law  on  the  snbjeot  was  passed  9th 
Febmarjr,  1793.  It  continned  the  aict  of  Jol;, 
1790,  for  another  year,  and  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and 
amended  it  to  the  following  effect : 

"  See.  2.  AndbeitfiiriAerenaettd,  That,  in  all  eases 
where  any  anm  or  sums  of  money  have  issued,  or 
diall  heresAer  issue,  from  the  Treasury,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  intercourse  or  treaty  with  foreign  nations,  In 

Enrsuanee  of  any  law,  the  President  shall  be,  and  be 
ereby  la,  authorized  to  oanse  tho  same  to  be  duly 
■ettled,  annually,  with  the  aceonntlag  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say :  by 
causing  the  same  to  be  accounted  for,  specifically, 
in  all  Instances  wherein  the  expenditure  thereof 
may,  in  his  judgment,  be  made  public,  and  by  male- 
log  a  ^rti&»mtM  or  certifioaUw,  or  caoiing  the  Seo> 
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I  retary  of  State  to  make  a  eertifioate  w  eertiScates^ 
of  the  amount  of  such  expenditures  as  be  may  tbtnk 
I  it  advisable  not  to  spetufy ;  and  every  such  certifl- 
I  cate  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the 
I  Bum  or  sums  tberdn  expressed  to  have  been  ex- 
pended." 

This  is  the  first  full  raactraent  of  the  mode 
of  settlement  by  certificate,  or  without  specifi- 
cation, although  the  elements  of  the  proTinon 
exist  in  the  law  of  1790. 

By  the  law  of  ?>{arch  20, 1794,  the  large  som 
of  one  million  of  dollars  was  iq>proprmed,  in 
addition  to  the  annual  ^xtj  thooBUid  dollars,  to 
defray  any  expenses  which  mi|^t  be  ineorred, 
in  retatiott  to  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations ;  to  be  applied,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  President,  who^  if 
necessary,  was  antJicnized  to  borrow  the  moniBy ; 
and  an  account  of  the  expenditure,  as  soon  as 
might  be,  was  to  be  laid  before  Congress.  This 
large  ^propriation  was  desired  to  meet  the 
expense  of  a  treaty  with  Algiers. 

Several  similar  acts  were  passed,  at  subse- 
quent sessions  of  Congress,  till,  on  the  lOtfa  of 
May,  1800,  a  law  passed,  ^ving  to  the  I^isla- 
tion  on  this  satneot  a  somowhiA  modified  form. 
The  law  is  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  the 
compensation  of  pnb^  ICniaters,"  It  otHitdna 
no  appropiiation.  It  re-enaots  Aefcamer  limi- 
tatiou  upon  the  compoisation  of  Uinisters  Pleni- 
potentiiu'y,  Chai^  aes  Affaires,  and  the  Secre- 
taries of  Ministers :  the  second  seotitm  directs, 
that,  where  any  som  <rf  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  nnder  any  law  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  contingent  expenses  of  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,  the  President  shall  cause  the 
accounts  to  be  settled  by  certificate,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  act  of  9th  February,  1798; 
omitting  the  aubstitntitm  of  the  Secretary  oi 
State  for  the  President.  This  year,  for  the  first 
time,  the  ^>propriations  for  the  e]qien8es  ot  ia- 
teroonrse  with  foreign  nations,  were  trana- 
ferred  to  the  sot  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1600. 
Braides  several  large  speoifio  items,  fifly-two 
tboasuid  dollars  were  appropiiated,  in  addition 
to  the  annual  forty  thonsano. 

In  May,  1810,  an  act  was  passed,  fixing  the 
compensation  of  public  Ministers,  and  of.  Oon- 
suls  to  the  Barbary  States.  By  this  law,  the 
compensation  of  a  Minister,  and  Chai^  des 
Affaires,  was  fixed  as  before ;  that  of  a  Secre- 
tary of  L^ation,  at  two  thoosand  dollars,  &c. : 
and  it  was  provided  that  it  should  be  lawfol 
for  the  President  to  allow  to  a  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary, or  Charg6  des  Affaires,  on  going 
hem  the  United  States,  to  any  foreign  country, 
an  outfit,  which  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  one 
year's  full  salary  of  such  Minister  or  Cbarg6 
des  Affaires ;  bat  no  Consul  shall  he  allowed 
an  outfit,  in  any  ease  whatever,  any  usage  or 
custom  to  the  contrary  uotwith^anding.  Tho 
third  section  of  this  law  was  the  same,  verba- 
tim, with  the  second  of  the  law  of  1800. 

Up  to  this  time^  tho  ^propriatUHi  aota  bad 
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contained  one  item,  via :  for  tibe  expenses  of 
foreign  intercoorse.  From  1810  to  18U,  there 
wwe  two  items  of  appropriation,  one  for  the 
expenses  of  foreign  intercoorse,  and  one  for  the 
oontingeDt  expenses  of  foreign  interconrBe. 
The  first  of  these  snnu  was  applied  to  pay  the 
salaries  of  the  Ministers,  ChargS  des  Affaires, 
and  Secretaries ;  the  second  was  placed  entirely 
at  the  discretion  of  the  President,  to  disoharge 
contingent  expenses  arising  from  the  foreign 
tntnooone,  as  lie  dumld  thmk  Jnst  and  equita- 
ble. 

Id  the  general  appropriatiMi  act  ol  1814,  the 
Hem  which,  tiXL  then,  had  been  expressed  in 
general  terms,  for  the  expenses  of  foreign  in- 
terconrse,  was  made  more  specific—'*  for  the 
Bslarie^  allovanoes,  and  contingent  expenses, 
of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  of  Secre- 
taries of  Legation ; "  after  which  was  added 
the  other  item,  for  the  continent  expenses  of 
interconrse  between  the  Umted  States  and 
foreign  nations. 

In  April,  1818,  the  general  appropriation  bill 
eontuned  one  item  for  the  salaries  of  Ministers 
at  the  several  foreign  oonrts,  specified  hj 
name,  and  tiieir  sstwu  Beoretanes  of  Luation ; 
an  it«n  for  two  outfits  of  Ifinisters,  to  London 
and  8t  Peterabnrg ;  an  item  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  all  the  missions ;  an  item  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  defiraenoy  in  the  appr<^riMi<»i  of 
the  preceding  year ;  and  the  nsnu  item  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  interconrse. 
Similar  specifications  have  been  made  in  aU  the 
annual  general  appropriation  bills,  ainoe  that 
time. 

From  this  view  of  the  legislation  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  appears  that,  originally,  the  whole  fund 
for  foreifp  intercourse,  and,  since  1614^ 
sums  appropriated  for  um  contingent  expenses 
of  forngn  sntereounw^  hare  beoi  placed  en- 
tbrtij  at  the  direotim  of  the  President  And, 
ftartMr,  that  a  settlement,  certificate,  with- 
out Bpeoifioatiou,  is  coeval  with  the  QoTem- 
nmit,  and  In  oonformity  botb  with  usage  and 
law. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  these  state- 
ments, not  merely  for  the  sake  of  a  better  nn- 
derstanding  of  the  point,  in  the  reeolntion,  on 
which  it  bears,  but  also  in  order  to  prepare  the 
way  for  a  satisfactory  answer  to  some  of  the 
ohorgea  made  against  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  relative  to  the  accounts  of  his 
compensation  and  allowsneea,  as  a  foreign 
Himster.  This  is  »  snlyect  on  which  I  enter 
wiUi  much  reluctance;  it  is  not,  perhaps,  of 
the  class  wMch  I  should  select  to  discuss  on 
this  floor.  It  does  not  belong,  strictly,  to  this 
debate ;  but  it  has  been  introduced,  on  the  pres- 
Mit  occasion,  with  strong  emphasis;  and  to 
the  effect,  no  doubt,  of  ^ving  sanction  to  what 
is  said  more  at  large  on  the  same  topic  else- 
where. This  is  an  important  point:  for  the 
allegations  have  extended  not  merely  to  a 
charge  of  extravagance,  but  of  illegality,  and 
even  fraud. 

High  saUries  are,  I  know,  a  popular  sulyect 
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of  c<»nni«it,  and,  as  those  ot  Uie  for^gn  Min* 
tsters  are,  with  a  single  exception,  the  nigbest 
paid  under  the  Government,  it  is  natural  thst 
they  should  be  obnoxious  to  complaint.  But, 
sir,  it  is  an  undoubted  truth,  that,  high  as  they 
may  l>e  thooght,  great  as  their  aggregate  may 
seem,  for  the  service  of  a  long  series  of  yean, 
they  are  yet  too  small ;  and,  but  for  the  extra 
allowance  by  wh)<ih  they  are  eked  out  would 
be  wholly  inadequate  to  their  ol^ect.  It  is  not 
long  since  that  a  most  respectable  member  of 
Congress,  opposed  to  the  Administratimi,  ex- 
pressed to  me  his  oonourrenoe  in  tiiis  ofdiiioiL 
and  his  willingnest  to  join  in  ru^ng  them.  I 
speak  of  the  salaries  of  the  three  most  expen- 
sive nussions— to  London,  Paris,  and  St.  Peters- 
burs.  It  is  a  suflDcient  confirmation  of  the 
truui  of  this  remark,  that  the  compensation  ci 
foreign  Ministers  is  smaller,  by  one-fifth,  than 
it  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  was  then 
fixed  at  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  with  an  allowance  of  expenses.  We 
are  told,  by  a  gentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Flotd,)  that  he  approved  the  Republican  sim- 
plicity in  which  a  Franklin  and  a  livingston 
lived,  at  the  court  of  France.  Dr.  Franklin's 
simplicity  was  kept  up,  for  about  eight  years 
and  a  half,  at  an  af^;regate  expense  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  (money 
being  then  twice  as  valuable  as  now,)  and 
Chancellor  livingston,  as  I  am  informed,  daring 
his  short  residence  at  Paris,  in  addition  to  bis 
allowance  from  the  Gioverament,  sunk  an  estate 
of  one  hundred  thonssnd  dollars.  I  repeat  it, 
sir,  that,  but  for  the  extra  allowancee,  it  would 
be  iroptwsible  for  our  Ministers,  at  the  courts  I 
have  named,  to  remain  and  support  themselves ; 
and  the  weif^t  of  necessary  expenditure  over 
the  ntmoet  allowanoe,  has,  to  many  of  them, 
proved  the  cwiseof  ntterr^.  It  isnotneoes- 
sary  that  I  should  specify  the  names  of  the 
living  or  of  the  dead. 

Another  remark,  Mr.  Speaker :  The  allow- 
anoes  to  the  Freudent,  be  they  great  or  nnall, 
were  ^e  acts  of  other  Administrations— of  the 
Administrations  of  Messrs.  Madison  and  Mon- 
roe. Mr.  Adams  had  nothing  to  do  in  establish- 
ing the  offices,  fixing  the  compensation,  or  seek- 
ing the  employment.  For  a  third  of  a  century 
passed  in  the  public  service,  he  never,  neither 
himself,  nor  his  friends  for  him,  with  bii 
knowledge,  nor  without  his  knowledge,  thst  I 
am  aware  of^  solidted  any  office.  The  compoi- 
sations  and  allowances  to  the  foreign  ITtnisten 
were  fixed  by  General  Washington,  under  the 
limitations  fif  acts  of  ConETCs^  and  wen  paid 
to  Mr.  AdamSf  as  Ibtj  had  been  paid  to  his 
predecessors. 

Farther,  sir,  Mr.  Adams  had  nothing  to  do 
with  auditing  his  own  accounts,  or  oontrolhng 
the  settlement  of  them ;  although  this  has  bees 
tOleged,  out  of  doors,  and  intimated,  as  I  think, 
in  this  debate.  The  standing  instmcti(«iB  to 
our  foreign  Ministers,  require  them,  once  s 

aaarter,  to  make  up  and  transmit  an  aocoDntto 
le  Treasury.   This  was  done  by  Mr.  Adsms; 
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imd  in  all  hii  aoooonto  then  was  bat  one  item 
vhidi  the  aooonnting  oflSoera  of  the  Treaanrj 
declined  aetding  tbemaelTea.  That  one  item 
VIS  referred  to  the  IVeddent  by^  Jix.  Adams, 
vhile  Becniuj  ot  State ;  and,  oa  legal  adrise- 
ment,  ordered  by  the  President  to  be  settled. 
To  this  I  shall  presently  recur.  With  this  ex- 
ception, Mr.  Adams  had  no  more  to  do  with 
tbe  settlement  of  his  aocoanta  than  jon  had, 
Ur.  Speaker.  He  ooold  have  no  more  to  do 
with  It,  if  the  offiows  oS  the  TreaaiU7  were 
&ithfat  to  their  trast. 

I  will  add,  sir,  that,  taking  into  consideration 
tbe  number  of  yean  paaaad  by  Hr.  Adams  la 
tbe  foreign  service ;  the  nature  of  his  appoint- 
meota ;  uie  varied  and  importance  of  the  mis- 
HHU  with  which  he  baa  been  entnisted,  in 
whde  or  in  part,  no  fcnreign  Uiidater  baa  re- 
ceived less  than  he ;  while  many  hare  received 
more.  For  the  four  yeara  and  eight  months, 
oommencing  in  1813,  when  the  firat  qneatiMi 
of  his  acooanta  arises,  and  ending  at  his  retnm, 
be  received,  in  all,  about  $7S,000.  For  a  like 
tonn,  Mr.  Monroe  received  $62,000 ;  for  one 
JMT  and  eleven  months,  Mr.  i^<^ey  received 
$41,000. 

To  plaoe  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light,  per- 
mit me,  mr,  to  enter  into  some  detail.  In  Jnly, 
1800,  Mr.  Adams  received  his  ^pointment  as 
lOnistar  to  Rosaiat  with  the  nai^  aalary  and 
ontfit,  and  repiured  with  hia  fomily,  to  St. 
Petersburg :  a  residenc*,  I  bdieve,  as  eipen- 
riTe  as  any  in  tbe  world.  Ko  ,  exception,  as  I 
tmderstand,  is  taken  to  any  thing  in  his  ecconnts, 
till  the  commencement  of  the  mission  for  the 
n^tiation  of  peace  under  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Kossia,  This  mediation  was  of- 
fered in  the  fall  of  1813,  throogh  the  agency  of 
ISx.  Adams ;  and  I  believe  it  is  not  too  mnch 
to  say,  that  it  was  mainly  owing  to  the  favor- 
able impression  of  tbe  American  character  con- 
ceived by  the  Emperor  Alexander,  daring  the 
miirion  ofUr.  Adams,  that  the  offer  was  made. 
This  oflfor  waa  accepted  by  the  American  Got- 
cnment,  and,  in  April,  1813,  s  oommisuiHi  was 
■wt  to  Mr.  Adama,  jointi^  with  Keasra.  Gal- 
uttn  and  Bayard,  to  negotiate  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  nnder  tbe  proffered  mediation. 
Tbe  Secretary  of  State,  under  Mr.  Madison, 
<m  taforming  him  of  his  appointment,  in  con- 
jonction  with  the  other  gentlemen,  stud,  "  as 
yon  wiu  all  be  exposed  to  considerable  expense, 
SQ  outfit  has  been  allowed  to  each,'*  It  may 
here  be  observed,  that,  in  employing,  as 
one  of  tiie  three  negotiators,  the  resident 
UiDister  at  St.  Petersburg,  a  saving  of  $9,000 
fcomed  to  the  Government.  Tbe  outfit  al- 
luded to  was  allowed  and  paid,  at  the  tinw, 
toMr.  Adama. 

Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin  arrived  at  St. 
Fetersborg  in  July,  1B18.  Tbe  Emperor  was 
absent  on  tbe  eventful  campaign  agmnst  the 
French ;  but  the  conferences  of  the  Gommis- 
Honers  were  opened  with  Count  Romanzoff, 
Cbancellor  of  the  Empire.  The  expenses  which 
the  outfit  waa  intended  to  cover,  inddentto 
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the  arrival  of  a  new  mission,  actually  aoeraed' 
to  a  considerable  extent,  and  were  incurred  the 
more  freely  by  Mr.  Adams,  for  the  very  reason 
that  he  bad  been  allowed  and  p^d  an  outfit  for 
that  purpose.  England,  however,  it  Is  well 
known,  refused  to  accept  the  mediation  of  tbe 
Emperor,  and  the  mission  under  it  closed,  by 
tbe  departure  of  Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin, 
in  January,  1814.  Mr.  Adams  was  then  left 
as  the  rendent  Minister  at  St.  Petersburg. 

In  refusing  to  negotiate  under  tbe  mediation 
of  Rnsua,  Great  Briti^n  offered  to  treat  directly 
with  tbe  United  States,  at  Gottenbuig  or  Lon- 
don, and  this  <^er  was  accepted.  Mr.  Adama 
was  appointed  in  joint  commission  with  Mesars. 
Bayani,  Clay,  and  Ruasell,  to  whom  was  after- 
wards added  Mr.  Gallatin,  to  n^otiate  fin- 
peace  at  Gottenbarg.  Mr.  A.  received  thia 
commission  at  St.  Petersburg,  in  April,'  181^ 
with  the  instmctitms  to  repair  to  Gottenburg. 
His  commission  as  Minister  to  St.  Petersburg 
still  remained  in  fwoe,  and  be  was  directed  to 
leave  Mr.  L.  Harris,  as  charged  with  the  afl^rs 
of  the  Legation  during  his  al>sence.  Of  hia 
family,  be  had  vritb  him  at  that  time,  at  St. 
Petersburg,  his  wife,  in  very  ill  health,  and  a 
BOD  under  seven  years  of  age.  In  travelUng 
from  St.  Petersburg  to  Gottenbnrg,  it  was 
necessary  to  go  by  water  passage,  upon  the 
Gul&  of  Finland  and  Botiinia,  or  by  croeaing 
five  passages,  from  ten  to  fifty  miles  in  exten^ 
over  tbe  istuids  ai£  the  latter  of  those  Gol^- 
which  passages,  at  that  aeason  of  the  year,  by 
the  breaking  up  of  the  ioe,  were  rendered  im- 
practicable, and  were,  at  their  first  fawning, 
extremely  dangerous. 

There  was  littie  expectation,  in  any  quarter, 
that  the  negotiation  would  be  successful ;  and 
there  was  every  reason,  on  tbe  part  of  Mr. 
Adams,  to  believe,  that,  after  a  short  absence, 
he  would  be  obliged  to  return  to  St.  Peters* 
burg.  He  therefore  1^  his  family  and  estab- 
lishment there,  wbioh  continued  at  nearly  tbe 
same  expense  as  before.  Taking  passage  by 
water  at  Revel,  in  tbe  first  vessel  wnioh  saile^ 
after  the  breaUng  up  of  tbe  ioe,  and  after  re- 
peated delay,  and  detention,  and  great  risk, 
from  the  same  cause,  Mr.  Adams  arrived  at 
Stockholm  on  the  86th  of  May.  He  there 
learned  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  by 
Messrs,  Bayard  and  Gallatin  (who  were  in  Lon- 
don) with  tbe  British  Government,  by  which 
the  seat  of  negotiation  had  been  transferred 
from  Gottenbni^  to  Ghent,  in  Flanders.  An 
American  sloop  of  war  waa  then  at  Gotten- 
bnrg, having,  as  a  cartel,  conveyed  Messra. 
01»  and  Ruasell  to  that  placew  It  was  ordered 
to  uie  Texel,  tliere  to  await  llie  fiirther  dirao- 
titm  of  the  American  Ministers.  Mr.  Adama 
aocordin^y  proceeded  to  Gottenbuig,  em- 
barked with  Mr.  Russell  on  board  the  vessel, 
landed  from  her  at  the  Texel,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded by  land  to  Ghent,  where  he  amved 
on  the  34th  of  June.  Six  months  from  that  daj^ 
on  the  24th  Decembw,  1814,  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  was  signed. 
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For  Uiis  ndadon  to  Gottenborg  and  OhenL 
ICr.  A.  never  (as  has  been  alleged)  received 
either  salary  or  outfit.  And  jet  it  was  a  mis- 
sion different  in  its  locality  and  the  expense  in- 
cident to  it,  from  that  under  the  mediation. 
The  ontfit  for  the  latter  was  not  intended  to 
cover,  and  cunld  not  cover,  the  extra  expenses 
for  the  former.  Acoordingly,  Messrs.  Gallatin 
and  Bayard,  each  of  whom  had  received  an 
outfit  and  the  expense  of  their  conveyance  to 
Bt  Petersburg,  on  the  mis^on  modi^on, 
were  yet  allowed  all  tiieir  travelling  rapenses 
firom  St  Fetersbniig  to  Ghent.  On  tiie  same 
princuple,  and  on  the  estsbliabed  preoedents  in 
the  oases  of  lb*.  Thomas  Pinckney,  in  1795,  and 
Til.  ICoDToe,  in  1805,  who  were  allowed  all  the 
extra  expenses  of  their  mission  to  Spun,  while 
they  retained  their  commissions  and  salaries  as 
resident  Flenipotentiaries  in  London,  Mr.  A. 
retiuning  his  commission  at  8t.  Petersburg, 
was  allowed,  in  addition  to  his  salary  as  Minis- 
ter t^ere,  the  necessary  expenses  incident 
to  the  mission  extraordinary  to  Qottenbut^ 
and  Ghent.  The  reasonableuesa  of  the  allow- 
ance to  them  was  never  doubted.  In  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's case,  it  received  the  direct  sanction  of 
Congress,  not  two  years  ago.  It  oould  not  be 
more  questionable  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams. 
Those  gentlemeu  had  to  provide  for  thdr  ftmi- 
Uea  in  their  absence;  Mr.  Adams  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  his  at  Bt.  Petersburg,  with  a 
necessary  continuance  of  almost  all  the  ex- 
penses of  his  establishment.  The  extra  expenses 
mourred  were,  therefore,  fairly  chargeable 
upon  the  extra  service.  The  period  during 
which  this  service  continued,  indading  the  ne- 

Sitiation  of  a  commercial  convention  with 
reat  Britun,  was  fifteen  months,  from  April, 
26,  when  ICr.  A.  left  St.  Petersburg,  to  8d 
July.  Bat  the  ohai^  made  by  him,  and  al- 
lowed to  bim,  were  oonflned  to  the  period  from 
his  departure  from  St  Petenborg  to  the  time 
when  his  family  joined  him  at  Paris,  ahont 
eleven  months. 

Mr.  Adams  had  been  informed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  at  the  time  he  was  appointed  on 
the  commission,  under  the  mediation  of  the 
£mperor  of  Russia,  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
conclusion  of  peace,  it  was  the  intention  of 
Freddent  Madison  to  nominate  him  as  Minister 
to  London.  He  accordingly  repaired  to  Paris, 
and  directed  his  family  to  join  bim  there,  with 
n  view  to  receiving  the  order  of  the  President 
^ther  for  bia  traoniBr,  or  hi*  recall  to  AroerioL 
Th«y  arrived  at  Paris,  March  20, 1816.  On  the 
7th  of  May,  he  noeived  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  informing  him  of  his  appoint- 
ment as  Minister  to  London.  This  was  m  the 
midst  of  the  period  in  France  which  has  been 
called  the  Hnndred  Days;  between  the  arrival 
of  Hapoleon  from  Elba  and  the  battie  of  Water- 
loo. The  ordinary  communications  between 
France  and  England  were  interrupted ;  and  the 
passage  of  Mr.  A.  and  his  family  to  the  latter 
country  was  attended  witii  difficulty  and  delay. 
He  arrived  in  London  mi  the  IStii  oS  May,  ISlSj 
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and  the  next  day  reoeived  his  eommisuoa  a^ 
credential  letters  to  England,  and  letter  of  re- 
call from  Rusna. 

According  to  the  rule  adopted,  as  early  u  ths 
Administration  of  General  Washington,  Ur.  A 
would  have  been  authorized  to  consider  bii 
mission  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  tiie  Rus- 
sian Government  aa  termuating  on  the  da^  on 
which  he  received  bis  letter  of  recall.  He 
might,  also,  on  the  same  rule,  have  cbsrgtd 
bis  extra  expenses  to  the  account  of  the  Jmnt 
oommisd<m  for  negotiating  the  commerdal  eoo- 
Tonticm  with  Qnet  Britain.  He,  horever, 
oouridered  bis  misil«i  to  St.  Petersburg  a 
terminating  when  the  expenses  inddent  to  it 
terminated,  viz:  the  arrival  of  his  CBmil]r*t 
Paris,  and  regarded  the  spemal  misnon  for  ne- 
gotiating a  commercial  oonventioa  as  merged 
in  that  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Englud, 
for  which  he  received  a  full  outfit.  According- 
ly, from  the  20th  of  March,  1815,  he  made  no 
charge,  and  received  no  aUowanees,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  a  spetMal  mission.  His  colleagiKS 
received,  for  their  part,  in  the  service  of  nego- 
tiating tiie  commercial  convention  of  Jaij  S, 
1816,  each  a  half  outfit,  Mr.  A.  has  teeeivcd 
no  corresponding  allowanoe. 

In  this  way,  tine  time  for  which  Mr.  Aduu 
was  allowed  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  spe* 
cial  missiim  to  Gottenbu^  and  Ghent,  is 
duoed  to  between  ten  and  eleven  month*— 
abont  the  same  space  of  time  which  was  ocen- 
pied  by  the  special  minion  to  Spain  of  Mr.  T. 
Pinckney,  in  1795.  and  Mr.  Monroe,  in  1804-'5. 
The  allowance  to  those  gentiemen  for  their  efr 
penses  was,  to  Mr.  Pindmey  about  nine  thoo- 
sand  dollsj^  and  to  Mr.  Monroe  upwards  of 
eleven  thousand  d(dtar8.  The  whole  amoont 
of  expenses  allowed  to  Ur.  Adnmi,  was  $6,389 
— ^less  titan  was  vwer  doiaoed  or  allowed  in  aaj 
parallel  ease,  louce  the  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Sir,  there  were  other  topics  on  which  I 
meant  to  have  touched,  but  I  have  exhaseted 
^e  littie  strength  which  I  brought  into  the 
House.  In  the  part  I  have  taken  in  the  discns- 
sion,  I  have  acted  on  the  defensive.  I  om 
that  I  have  been  a  littie  surprised,  that  it  hu 
even  been  made  a  question,  whether  the  Ad- 
ministration was  assailed  or  not.  Why,  nr, 
there  has  not  been  a  day,  nor  an  honr,  sinoe  it 
was  formed,  that  it  baa  not  been  assailed  I  do 
not  now  oomplain  of  thi»— I  do  bat  stale  tbs 
fut;  and  the  gentiemu  from  FenosylviBit 
tdls  OS  now,  what  we  were  told  two  years  agfi, 
by  the  gentieman  from  South  OaroliBS,  that 
the  very  existence  of  the  Administrattoo  vas  s 
political  felony ;  that  they  have  bur^  nnUw- 
fully  into  the  offices  of  State,  and  that  b« 
would  no  more  make  terms  with  them,  thalj^ 
no  more  "jndge  them  by  their  act^"  than 
the  robber,  who,  having  broken  into  bis  pren- 
isea,  ^onld  promise  to  behave  bimseir 
One  gentieman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Mrrcmt) 
says  tiiey  are  already  too  much  worn  out  to  b* 
attacked;  and  the  gentieman  from  Touhm^ 
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(Mr.  Bill,)  tlut  they  im  nm  down ;  nod  jet  I 
veare  te&uad  cf  kindling  at  ftnded  charges, 
and  briBtUng  up  in  the  defence^  when  nobody  has 
ittg^ed  US. 

Sk^  snch  an  asaaoli,  in  my  lindted  acquaint- 1 
ince  witb  the  history  of  the  country,  I  have  | 
nowhere  foond.  A  Chief  Kagistratef  of  more 
than  ordinary  simplicity  of  Hie,  and  purity  of  ■ 
character,  is  denounced  at  one  moment  as  the  ' 
imitator  of  oriental  pomp ;  and  at  the  next,  as  ' 
the  profligate  corroptor  of  the  youth  of  the 
nation.  As  able,  faithful,  and  patriotic  a  Cab- 
bet  as  any  ever  formed  since  the  first  Adminis- 
tration (rf  Washington,  and  abler  than  ^moet 
every  other  which  has  followed,  is  denounced 
as  weak,  inefficient,  and  oorrnpt  An  Admin- 
istration, which,  in  three  years,  has  applied 
tturty-three  miliiona  to  the  payment  of  the 
jniblic  debt,  and  expended  ten  or  twelve  more 
ID  objects  of  poblio  ntility,  is  proclaimed  to  be 
profuse  and  extravagant.  An  Administration 
which  came  into  power  avowedly  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  seeking  out  the  best  talents  of  the  na- 
tion, for  offices  of  trust  and  honor,  and  which, 
if  it  has  erred,  has  erred  in  neglecting  its 
friends,  is  charged  with  proscribing  and  perse- 
entiog  its  opponents.  And,  after  all  this  has 
been  repeated,  year  after  year,  till,  in  its  effect, 
gentlemen  flatter  themaelTes,  and  tell  ns  that 
we  are  wasted,  worn  ont,  and  ran  down ;  and 
liter  eaoh  and  evray  one  of  these  topics,  and 
nameroQfl  others,  have  been  tooohed,  in  this 
vety  debiUe,  we  are  then  told  to  keep  very  cool 
—nobody  has  attacked  ns. 

But  1  am  willing,  for  one,  sir,  to  take  these 
declarations  of  gentlemen  as  the  indication  of 
the  conrse  which  they  approve,  and  are  willing 
to  pursue.  It  is  time,  for  the  honor  of  the 
ooontry,  that  the  war  of  extermination  should 
cease.'  In  laying  waste  the  characters  of  those 
who,  under  uie  constitution  of  the  country,  are 
dothed  with  the  adminiatration  of  its  affaira, 
we  are  wasting  that  which  ia  a  part  of  the 
most  valuable  treasure  of  tiie  nation.  Above 
all,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  is  time  the  vehe- 
menee  with  which,  within  these  walls,  the  war 
has  been  waged  against  the  Administration, 
Bhoold  cease.  In  addition  to  its  necessary  and 
unavoidable  evils,  the  waste  of  time — the  sac- 
rifice of  dignity — the  kindling  of  the  worst 
pasdons;  it  is  accompanied  wiui  the  still  great- 
er evil,  that  it  lends  a  kind  of  sanction  to  that 
feroci^  of  the  press,  which  has  ^ready  reached 
the  pcHnt  at  which  many  of  the  most  valuable 
titizens  of  the  community  shrink  bock  into  re- 
tirement, before  the  storm  of  obloquy  that 
awdti  every  one  who  appears  before  the  pub- 
Uc  B^bre  I  ^t  down^  sir,  I  mnat  aak  leave  to 
■ay,  that  if  every  member  bad  spoken  in  the 
tone  of  the  gentieman  from  Tennessee,  (Ur. 
Bell,)  I  should  probably  not  have  troubled  the 
House.  To  almost  every  remark  that  fell  from 
him,  I  yielded  a  hearty  assent,  I  feel,  not  less 
strongly  than  he,  though  I  may  be  unable  to 
express  it  with  that  manly  force  which  en- 
chained the  attentim  of  the  Honse^  that  this 


warfare  is  tndU  omr^Ii,  witiiont  onr  even  be- 
ing able  to  plead,  in  exoose,  that  the  bad  exam- 
ple sprang  from  a  good  one.  The  gentlenuuit 
witb  a  liberality  which  I  could  not  but  admire, 
however  littie  I  might  be  willing  to  sanction 
the  consciousness  of  political  strength  with 
which  he  spoke,  told  us  that  the  joy  of  the 
huntsman  is  in  the  chase,  and  that  when  the 
game  is  run  down,  be  caUs  off  the  pack,  and 
will  not  let  them  mangle  the  carcass.  The 
gentleman  cannot  expect  me  to  agree  with  him 
that  tbe  game  is  run  down,  but  he  will  agree 
with  me,  that,  of  the  pack  which  sprang  at  the 
throats  of  this  Administration,  there  were  some, 
whose  fiisgs  were  already  fleshed  in  oUier 
game.  And  ia  the  law  of  the  chase  alteredf 
Will  not  what  has  been,  again  be?  Believe 
me,  ur,  it  will ;  the  fate  of  Actsson  ia  no  fliUe 
here :  and  scarcdy  will  the  gentleman's  g^lant 
huntsman — (unless  some  rare  felicity  of  fortune 
shall  elevate  liim  above  the  lot  of  his  predeces- 
sors,) scarcely  will  he  have  wound  his  horn  in 
triumph,  when  he  will  find,  to  bis  amazement, 
that  be  is  the  gome,  and  some  of  those  who 
have  shared  in  the  triumph  of  the  chase  will 
turn  and  spring  upon  him. 

nie  fugit  per  qiua  flteiat  loea  mp*  secutna. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  will  pardon  my  allusion, 
as  I,  most  oheerfidly,  aooepted  his.  I  make  it 
not  insidioudy,  nor  with  l£e  dif^test  diade  of 
personality ;  bnt  in  some  measure  in  considera- 
tion of  the  well-known  compo»tion  of  the  two 
great  parties,  and  still  more  on  the  immutable 
principles  of  our  nature,  by  which  it  follows, 
of  stern  necessity,  that 

 in  these  cues, 

We  still  have  judgment  here,  that  ve  but  teach 
Bloody  instructions,  which,  being  taught,  retom 
To  ph^E^  tbe  inventor :  This  eren^hiuided  justice 
Conunends  the  ingredients  of  onr  poisoned  chalice 
To  oor  own  Ups. 

Jii.  Bandolph  th«t  rose,  and  aaid :  I  cannot 
make  the  promise  whleh  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  made  at  tbe  ontaet  <^ 
bis  address — ^bnt  X  will  make  a  promise  al  a 
different  nature,  and  one  which,  I  trust,  it  will 
be  in  my  power  to  perform — I  shall  not  say 
with  more  good  faith  than  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts — but  more  to  we  letter — aye, 
sir,  and  more  to  the  spirit  too.  I  shall  not,  as 
the  gentieman  sud  he  wotild  do,  act  in  mere 
self-defence.  I  shall  carry  the  war  into  Africa. 
I  shall  not  be  content  with  merely  parrying — 
no,  dr — if  I  can,  so  help  me  God,  I  will  tbmst 
also — because  my  right  arm  is  nerved  by  the 
cause  of  tbe  people  and  of  my  countiy.  I  lia< 
tened  to  the  gentlenuu  with  pleasure — mean 
to  the  general  course  of  his  remarks.  Bnt  for 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  in  allusion  to  newspaper  pabll- 
cations,  I  should  have  b^n  in  at  least  as  low 
a  key  and  as  temperate  a  mood  as  be  did.  To 
that  key  I  will  now  pitch  my  voice.  X  have 
been  absent  from  the  House  for  several  days. 
I  requested  my  colleague  ^Ir.  Alexahdkb)  to 
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State  the  cause  of  that  absence,  which  he  did. 
Tet  even  this  could  not  be  reported  oorrectlj. 
As  (Us  maj  be  the  last  act  of  pablio  Anij 
vhieh  I  shall  be  able  to  perform — at  least,  dor- 
bag  the  present  session — and  as  I  have  given 
up  myself  a  sacrifice  to  its  performance,  I  re- 
spectfully ask  the  House  to  giyo  their  attention 
to  what  I  have  now  to  say.  I  understand  that, 
during  my  absence,  I  have  been  replied  to  by 
varioDs  gentlemen,  (some  of  whom  I  have  not 
the  honor  to  know  by  person,)  on  different 
sides  of  the  House,  in  a  manner  which  I  do  not 
doubt  was  perfectly  satisfactory — at  least,  to 
the  speakers  themsdves.  I  certainly  do  not 
wbh  to  distorb  tiieirselfHjomplacenoy,  ffomtnt- 
mu  non  curat,  whether  of  persons  or  of  thin^. 
The  Keatiemui  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Taxcb,)  with 
that  blunt  plainness  and  candor  which,  I  am 
told,  belongs  to  him,  and  which  I  admire  in 

Sroportion  as  they  are  rare  qualities  in  these 
ays — I  like  him  the  better  for  his  surly  hon- 
esty— I  hope  he  will  take  no  offence  at  the  term, 
for  I  can  assure  him  that  none  is  intended — 
charged  me,  in  my  absence,  (so  my  friends  have 
informed  me,)  with  what  I  believe  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  have  charged  to  my  face,  and  to 
which  I  have  no  objection,  except  to  the  au- 
thority on  which  he  relied ;  but  I  protest 
against  any  gentleman^s  prodncing,  as  proof  of 
what  I  have,  at  any  time,  Hud,  ft  newqiaper,  or 
any  tiiine  pnrpornng  to  be  a  Register  of  De- 
bates, unless  I  endorse  it,  and  more  particular- 
ly remarks  drawn  from  uie  debates  of  acotlier 
body,  which,  in  regard  to  me,  are  particularly 
unfaithful.  I  sh^  show  to  the  House,  not 
such  matter  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts stirred,  to  the  injury  of  every  moral  sense, 
of  every  moral  being.  I  shall  refer  to  a  mat^ 
ter  of  recent  notoriety :  that  will  test  the  cor- 
rectness of  these  reports.  In  the  debate  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, O^r.  Hajulton.)  reacting  a  picture  of 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  I  did  state,  as  dis- 
tinctly as  I  could  articulate,  that  I  bad  seen  a 
monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  Andre, 
the  British  Spy,  in  Westmiaster  Abbey ;  that 
it  was  mutilated — the  head  of  General  Wash- 
ington, and  arm  (I  think)  of  Andre,  having 
been  broken  off.  The  General*s,  most  proba- 
bly, by  some  Tory  boy  from  the  neighboring 
school  of  Westmi^jister,  and  that  of  Andre, 
probably,  by  some  Whig  boy,  in  retaliation. 
The  name  of  Hamilton  did  not  escape  my  lips. 
I  thought,  indeed,  of  Hamilton,  but  it  was  of  a 
living  Hamilton — the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarulina — but,  then,  parliamentary  usage  does 
not  permit  us  to  speak  of  one  another  by  name. 
Now,  sir,  I  can  show  you,  on  the  same  author- 
ity which  was  relied  on  by  the  gentleman  from 
Onto — ^though  I  acknowledge  utat  the  reports 
of  that  paper,  so  far,  at  leut,  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, have  generally  been  more  accurate  this 
year,  than  I  have  for  a  long  time  known  them 
to  be  before — that  I  am  represented  as  saying, 
that  the  monuments  in  Westminster  Abbey 
were  mutilated  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
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tombs  of  Hamilton  and  Washiugttm  had  been 
mutilated  here.  The  word  tomb  never  esc^ied 
my  lipa  on  that  occasion.  Sir,  this  would  have 
been  a  palpable  flslsehood.  Wficre  is  the  tomb 
of  Washington?  There  is  no  such  thing  in 
this  country,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  that  a  tomb 
has  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  Hamilton ; 
but  I  suppose  that  the  next  thing  we  shall  hesr 
will  be,  that  the  Quarterly,  or  some  other  Re- 
view,  comes  out,  and  oiMerres  with  a  sneer, 
that,  as  Roger  Sherman  said  tlie  vote  was  tbe 
monument,  so  a  gentieman  from  Virginia  had, 
by  a  speech  in  Congress,  built  up  a  tomb  for 
Washington — a  "  constructive  *'  tomb,  that  ex- 
isted nowhere  but  in  his  eccentric  imaginatitm. 
Sir,  the  tombs  of  Washington  and  oi  HunOtoo 
mif^  stand  anywhere  in  this  country  unea- 
closed — ^they  might  indeed  be  liable  to  liyoiy 
from  the  beasts  of  the  field,  or  from  some  In- 
vidious foreigner,  but  the  hand  of  no  American 
would  ever  mutilate  them.  Sir,  in  the  course 
of  another  debate,  it  seems  that  I  rendered  to  a 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr,  Stobrs)  the 
homage  which  his  abilities  deserved — end  God 
forbid  that  the  time  should  ever  arrive  when  I 
refuse  to  do  Justice  to  an  adversary — when  I 
shall  disparage  any  merit^  because  it  is  found 
in  the  person  of  an  ^iponent.  When  that 
,  time  shall  arrive,  may  I  never  receive  mercy 
fh»n  that  fonntam  of  it  to  which  alone  we  aU 
must  look,  if  we  hope  for  forgiveness  hereafter. 
I  said  that  I  would  not,  like  him,  pronounce  a 
palinodia,  natheram  I  now  going  to  pronoance  a 
palinodia  in  respect  to  the  gentleman  frtnn  New 
York.  1  shall  not  take  hack  one  jot  of  praise 
bestowed  upon  him.  With  whatever  views  he 
introduced  it,  the  doctrine  has  always  been 
mine — the  strict  subordination  of  the  military 
to  the  civil  authority — scripture  is  scripture, 
by  whom,  or  for  whatever  purpose  it  may  be 
quoted.  I  know  nothing  of  tbe  private  habits 
of  that  gentleman,  (Mr.  Stobbs,)  but  I  know 
that  he  has  too  much  good  taste  not  to  agree 
with  me,  that  time  may  be  much  better  t>peot 
than  in  reading  the  Documents  piled  up  here. 
Yet,  in  the  report  of  that  debate,  I  was  repre- 
sented as  saying,  that,  like  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  I  did  not — what?  pronounce  a 

Ealinodia !  No,  sir,  not  at  all — but,  that,  like 
im,  I  did  not  read  the  Documents.  Sir,  no- 
body reads  tbe  Documents,  for  this  plun  rea- 
son, that  no  man  con  read  them—and  if  he 
could,  he  could  hardly  be  worse  employed. 
Sir,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  Documents  are 
printed  that  they  may  be  printed,  not  that 
they  may  be  read. 

And  now,  ur,  comes  another  charge,  •boot 
the  miserable  oppressed  inhabitants  of  IreUod. 
This  subject  has  been  mentioned  to  me^  by  no 
gentleman  on  the  otlier  side,  except  a  member 
from  Maryland — from  the  eastern  show  ot 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Keee,)  who  is,  not  only  by  the 
'  courtesy  of  this  House,  but  is  in  fact,  a  geatle- 
,  man.    He,  in  Committee  on  the  Rules  and 
'  Orders  of  the  Honse,  expressed  to  mo  his  as- 
tonishment that  what  I  said  on  that  occision 
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eoald  have  been  bo  mnch  misunderstood  and 
misrepresented — that  he  heard  me  most  dis- 
tinctlj.  I  now  call  on  any  member  who  un- 
derstood me  differently,  at  the  time,  to  rise  io 
his  place  and  say  so.  [Here  Mr.  S.  paused  for 
reply.  None  being  given,  and  some  friends 
having  said  across  the  seats,  that  no  member 
could  or  would  say,  that  he  bad  nnderstood 
Hr.  B.  as  he  had  been  misrepresented,  Mr.  B. 
went  on.]  Without  meaning  to  plead  to — that 
i&  without  meaning  to  admit,  the  jnrisdiction 
of  the  press,  in  the  extent  which  it  arrogates 
to  itself  I  am  perfectly  sensible  that  no  man  is 
above  public  opinion.  God  forbid  that  any 
man  in  this  country  shall  ever  be  able  to  brave 
it — and  I  regret  that  any  one  ^ould  have  sup- 
posed me  oapaUe  of  uttering  suoh  aeutiments. 
Bo  for  flwm  it,  I  have  been  the  steady,  firm, 
constant,  and  strenuous  advocate,  to  the  best  of 
my  poor  ability,  of  the  oppressed  people  of 
Ireland.  And  why  ?  For  the  reason  I  stated 
OQ  a  former  occasion.  They  fought  oar  bat- 
tles, sir.  I  have  known  and  esteemed  many  of 
them.  Some  of  them  have  been — they  are 
dead ;  and  others  are  living,  among  my  wannest 
friends  and  best  neighbors.  In  the  course  of  a 
not  uneventful  life,  I  bave  seen  many  things,  but 
I  have  yet  to  see  that  ra/ra  avia  in  terria — 1  have 
seen  a  black  swan — an  Irish  Tory.  I  have 
known  tories  of  every  description.  Yes,  sir, 
and  some  evoi  in  Virginia — even  we  bad  a  few 
of  them  during  the  revolution,  but  too  few  to 
gjve  ns  any  trouble  or  alarm — ^bnt  I  never  have 
yet  seen  an  Irish  Tory,  or  the  man  who  had 
seen  one.  Sir,  I  don't  read  the  newspapers — I 
don*t  read  gentlemen*s  speech^  and  uien  come 
here  to  uiswer  them.  But  I  am  extremely 
pleased,  nay,  flattered,  in  the  highest  degree,  at 
being  told  by  my  friends,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  attributed,  in  his  speech,  so  much  to 
my  efforts  in  bringing  the  Administration  to  its 
present  lank  and  lean  condition.  The  gentle- 
man could  not  have  pleased  me  better— -I  only 
fear  that,  with  all  his  bluntness  and  frankness, 
Hm  gentleman  was  not  auite  sincere,  and  was 
only  adorning  me  with  fillets  and  garlands,  like 
tbe  priests  of  the  sacrifice  of  yore,  previous  to 
knocking  me,  and  with  me,  the  party  whom  he 
strives  to  wound,  throngh  my  sides,  on  the 
head.  He  was  pleased  to  place  me  at  the  head, 
of  what  has  been  denominated  the  Oppoution 
party  in  this  Hoiue ;  but  at  its  head,  or  that  of 
any  other  party  in  this  House,  he  will  never 
find  me,  for  reasons  which  I  could  state,  but 
which  are  wholly  unnecessary.  Times  are  in- 
deed changed  with  the  gentleman  and  his 
fHends,  when  they  hold  this  language  concem- 
ing  me.  But  a  little  while  ago,  and  the  friends 
of  the  Administration,  nay,  the  members  of 
the  Administration,  sffected  to  conrider  me  as 
<ma  of  firmest  props.  They  could  not, 
indeed,  vote  for  me— they  were  men  too  nice 
in  ttieir  principle  for  that :  but,  considering  the 
great  benefit  which  they  derived  from  my  op* 
portion,  they  could  not  (except  for  the  honor 
of  the  country)  regret  my  r&-eleotion.  Amia- 
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ble  and  excellent  men  I  But  they  now  sing  to 
a  very  different  gamut.  If  any  gentleman  will 
bring  against  met  any  allegation,  from  a  clean 
and  respectable  spurce,  I  will  do  one  of  two 
things — I  will  eiUier  deny  it,  or  admit  it,  and 
defend  it  upon  my  views  and  principles.  Sir, 
it  seems  I  committed  a  great  offence  in  not  vot- 
ing for  the  admission  of  the  new  States  into 
the  Union,  and  especially  of  Ohio.  Yet,  sir,  if 
the  thing  were  to  do  over  agiun,  I  should  act 
precisely  In  the  same  manner,  and  past  experi- 
ence would  teach  me  I  was  right  What  were 
the  new  States?  Vast  deserts  of  woods,  in- 
habited by  the  aborigines,  to  whom,  if  we 
come  to  the  question  of  right,  they  did  of  right 
belong ;  and  it  was  a  question  whether  sound 
policy  would  dictate  that  we  ought,  by  crea- 
ting these  Statee.  to  encourage  qtarse  settle- 
ments, and  thereby  to  weaken  our  frv)nti«.  I 
thought  this  was  bad  policy.  Not  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  very  dense  population.  I  am  agunst 
the  rabble  of  your  ^reat  cities,  but  I  am  equal- 
ly opposed  to  having  a  land  without  inhab- 
itants. But,  sir,  I  had  other  reasons — graeiora 
manent — Does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  with 
all  his  laudable  prejudice  and  partiality  towards 
his  own  State,  tnink  that  I,  as  a  Virginian,  feel- 
ing at  least  equal  prejudice  and  partiality  to 
my  native  land  with  that  which  ne  feels  for 
his  State,  would  lend  my  sanction  to  an  act  on 
the  part  of  Yir^nia,  which  beggars  every  in- 
stance of  &tidty  and  folly  extant  in  tbo  hlstray 
of  nations  ?  Why,  sir,  the  knight  of  La  Man- 
cha  himself,  or  poor  old  Lear  in  the  play,  never 
was  guilty  of  a  grosser  act  of  fatuity  than  was 
the  State  of  Virginia,  when  she  committed  that 
suicidal  deed — the  surrendering  of  her  immense 
territory  beyond  the  River  Ohio,  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  of  excluding  her  own  citizens 
from  its  benefit,  when  the  country  (yielded  for 
the  common  good  of  the  Confederacy)  ^ould 
come  to  be  settled.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  an  act  of 
Boicide — of  political  suicide— the  effects 
which  she  has  felt,  and  will  continue  to  feel,  so 
long  as  she  has  any  political  existenoe  at  all. 
Sir,  this  was  one  of  those  amiable  and  philan- 

Eio  acts  (tf  legislation,  which,  however 
in  point  of  intentami,  lead  to  the  most 
roos  and  rubious  consequences.  Can  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  conceive  that  I,  a  Vir- 
ginian, could  further  this  cut-throat  policy  I 
Sir,  I  thought  the  Ohio  a  well-defined  natural 
boundary,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  weaken  by 
extending  our  frontier.  The  late  war  verified 
my  foresight  Whom  have  I  iiyaredt  The 
native  savages  and  the  trees,  or  the  States  that 
have  been  drained  of  tiieir  population  to  fill 
out  Ohio  ?  Sir,  I  offered  no  wrong  to  the  peo- 
ie  of  Ohio :  for  there  were  then  none  to  in- 
Tli^  bave  gone  ther^  or  have  been 
since,  ffir,  Uits  was  the  "  head  and  front 
of  my  offending,"  and,  if  the  gentleman  has 
his  apparatus  ready,  I  am  preparad  to  undergo 
any  form  oi  execution  which  his  humanity  iml 
allow  him  to  infliot,  or  whidi  even  his  JustiM 
nojiy  award. 
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The  gentlem&n  from  IfassachoBettA  cannot 
expect  uut  I  shall  follow  him  thnnigh  his  elab- 
orate detdl  of  the  cUpIomi^Io  expenses  of  this 
Government.  The  House.  howoTer,  will  per- 
mit me  to  obsem,  that  there  was  a  hirtns— 
voltfa  dqfiendut^  I  do  not  doabt^  but  certainly 
not  de^ly  lamented  by  me— a  hiatas  which 
embraces  the  whole  period  of  the  Administra- 
tion of  ITr.  JefferBOD.  I  am  not  coing  into  the 
qnestion  of  these  expenses ;  I  will  stit  no  SQch 
matter.  Demands  which  have  dogged  the 
doors  of  the  Treasnry  bo  long  and  bo  persever- 
ingly  as  that  they  have  been  at  length  allowed, 
some  from  motives  of  [lolicy,  others  to  get  rid 
of  importunate  and  sturdy  begf^are — although 
they  were  disallowed  ander  Hr.  Jefferson's 
Administration.  But,  rir,  if  every  claim  that 
MtB  through  this  Hoose,  or  is  allowed  by  this 
Govermnent,  after  years  of  importunitT.  (some 
of  them  of  thirty  years'  atandmg,)  is  for  that 
reason  considered  by  the  gentleman  as  a  just 
didm,  and  fit  to  be  drawn  into  precedent,  my 
notions  of  Justice,  and  of  somid  precedent,  dif- 
fer greatly  from  his.  I,  too,  sir,  am  as  much 
opposed  as  he  can  he  to  what  is  truly  called 
the  prodigality  of  parsimony.  The  gentleman 
thinks  the  salaries  of  oor  foreign  Ministers  are 
too  low,  and  therefore,  that  they  must  be  eked 
oat  by  these  allowances  from  the  contingent 
ftmd — ont  of  what  is  called  the  secret  service 
money.  The  gentleman  is  right -aa  to  the  ex- 
istence of  such  a  fund.  It  was  appointed,  and 
perhaps  properly,  for  Washin^on  was  to  be 
the  first  who  was  charged  with  its  disburse- 
ment But,  sir,  our  early  Presidents  always 
made  it  a  point  of  honor  to  return  this  fbod 
mitonched.  They  said  to  the  nation,  You 
trusted  me  with  your  parse,  I  have  had  no  oc- 
casion to  use  it,  here  it  is ;  count  the  money ; 
there  is  as  much  by  tale  and  as  much  by 
weight,  as  I  received  from  you — but  was  it 
ever  dreamt,  that  such  a  fund  was  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  famish  him  with  the  means  of  re- 
warding his  fiiTorites  \  Ko,  air ;  it  was  to  pay 
those  widters  and  ehambeim^ds,  and  eves- 
Atmpers,  and  parasites,  and  panders,  tbst  the 
gentleman  told  as  of  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water — and  there  it  might  be  all  very  right 
and  proper — but  not  here,  sir,  because  we  nat- 
ter ourselves,  tliat  the  state  of  morals  in  this 
country  is  such  as  to  save  ns  from  any  such  ne- 
cessity. No  gentleman  would  nnderstand  him 
as  Bpeaking  of  the  sums  which  had  been  placed 
at  the  disiKtsal  of  different  Presidents,  to  a  vast 
amount,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  with 
the  Barbary  Powers,  &c. ;  bat  of  that  amount 
set  apart,  and  generally  known,  as  secret  ser- 
vice money.  Mr.  Jefferson  nsed  a  small  por- 
tion of  this  fond  one  year,  to  pay  some  expense 
in  relation  to  Burr's  conspiracy,  which  was 
not  allowed  at  the  Treasnry.  Sir,  with  regard 
to  the  old  billiard  table,  whidi  is  said  to  have 
cost  some  fifty  dollars,  It  is  a  subject  I  should 
never  have  mentioned.  I  consider  that  game 
■a  A  healthy,  manly,  rationai  mode  of  exeras^  I 
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when  the  weather  is  such  as  to  confine  u 
within  doors.   I  shall  certmnly  never  Join  ia 
any  canf  or  damor  againrt  it   I  look  upon  it 
as  a  suitable  piece  of  fhniitnre  In  the  hoose  <rf 
any  gentleman  who  can  afford  Itj  where  it  is 
allowed  by  law,  as  it  is  here  and  througboot 
the  State  of  Muyland ;  and  I  shonld  be  srary 
if  we  were  to  proscribe  that  manly  and  ioao- 
cent  amusement.   If  I  have  any  objection  to 
that  item,  it  Is  that  such  a  pitiAil  article  should 
have  been  bought   I  would  have  given  him 
one  that  cost  five  hundred  dollars,  and  1  would 
have  voted  &e  appropriation  with  cheerfnl- 
nesB.   My  objection  to  snch  a  charge,  is,  that 
it  is  a  shabby  affair,  and  looks  too  much  like  a 
sneaking  attempt  to  propitiate,  by  the  chctth 
ness  of  the  thmg,  popuJar  displeasure.  Toe 
attempt  to  keep  ih»  thing  out  of  sights  only 
makes  the  matter  still  worse.   I  do  not  charge 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  with  any 
such  intention,  bat  this  seems  to  me  to  be  too 
small  a  matter.  I  would  strike  at  higher  game. 
The  geudeman  from  Massachusetts  says  that 
Franklin  received  a  higher  cnmpensaUon  than 
Mr.  Adams  and  other  Ministers  of  these  times. 
He  did,  sir ;  and  what  was  the  answer  which 
that  shrewd  and  sennble  man  gave  (for  ¥oot 
Richard  had  always  an  eye  to  the  main  chance) 
when  his  aocoants  were  scrutinized  into,  and 
his  reoeipts  were  deemed  exorUtautt  '  It  was 
this,     :  Thou  shalt  not  mnzde  the  ox  that 
treadeth  out  the  corn.  The  tot  answer,  sir, 
that  I  myself  gave  in  Monison's  Hotel,  in  Dub- 
lin, to  a  squireen  and  an  agent   For  a  descrip- 
tion of  these  varieties  of  the  plagues  of  Iie- 
land,  see  Miss  Edgew*orth — delightfiil,  ingenioin, 
charming,  sensible,  witty,  inimitable,  though 
not  unimitated,  Miss  Edgeworth.   'When  de* 
scribing  the  misery  of  the  south  and  west<^ 
Ireland,  that  I  had  lately  travelled  over,  I  wai 
asked,  And  what  would  yon  do,  pray,  sir,  for 
tlie  relief  of  Ireland  T  with  an  air  tiiot  nme 
but  Miss  Edgeworth  can  describe,  and  that  no 
one  that  has  not  been  in  Ireland  can  conceirfc 
My  reply  was,  I  would  nnmnszle  the  vx.  thai 
treadeth  out  the  com ;  and  I  had  like  to  ban 
got  myself  into  a  sad  scrape  by  it,  as  any  ooe 
who  has  been  in  Ireland  will  readily  noder- 
stand.  Tes,  sir,  I  was  di^>osed  to  give  to  tbs 
honselem,  naked,  shivering,  half-starved  Irish 
laborer,  something  like  a  fur  portion  of  the 
product  of  his  toil,  of  the  prodnoe  of  the  land 
on  which  he  breathes,  but  does  not  live,  to  pot 
victuals  into  his  stomach,  clothes  upon  bis 
back,  and  something  like  a  bouse  over  bis  head, 
instead  of  tlie  wretclied  pig-ctr,  that  is  dow  his 
only  habit^ion — shelter  it  is  none;  and  this 
was  Just  the  lost  remedy  that  an  Irish  ageot  or 
midue  man,  or  tythe-proctor,  or  ibaaMf 
would  prescribe  or  submit  ta 

Bat,  iHt.  to  return.  *'  These  salaries  ire  too 
small."  I  cannot  Agree  with  the  gentlanan. 
There  is  one  touchstone  of  sach  a  questiw-^ 
ia  the  avidity  with  which  those  sitoatunis  are 
sought — I  wQl  not  say  by  memben  of  this 
Honse— wa  are  hardly  deemed  of  anfBcieBt 
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rank  to  fill  them.  Sir,  bo  long  u  tbese  foreign 
muriooB  are  Bdngbt  with  avidity — so  long  as 
members  of  Congress,  and  not  of  this  House 
onlj,  or  chiefly,  will  bow,  and  cringe,  and 
dock,  and  fitwn,  and  get  oat  of  the  way  at  a 
pinching  vote,  or  lend  a  helping  hand  at  a 
pinching  vote,  to  obtun  these  puces,  I  never 
will  consent  to  enlarge  the  salary  attached  to 
them.  Bmall  as  the  gentleman  tells  as  these 
salaries  are,  I  will  take  it  on  me  to  say,  that 
they  are  three  times  as  great  as  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  his  estate,  made  by  any  planter  on  the 
BoaiHd^e.  Bat)  wen,  we  are  told  that  they 
Bre  at  St  Petersbni^  and  London,  and  that 
living  there  is  very  ttpensive.  Well,  sir,  who 
sent  them  there?  Wno  pressed  them  to  go 
there  I  Were  they  impressed,  sir  ?  Were  they 
taken  by  a  press  gang,  on  Tower  Hilt,  knock^ 
down,  faandcaffed,  ohncked  on  lx>ard  of  a  ten- 
der, and  told  that  they  mast  take  the  pay  and 
rations  which  his  Ui^esty  was  pleased  to  ulow  f 
No  such  thing,  sir.  I  will  now  qnit  this  snb- 
Ject,  and  say  only  this,  that  oar  Minister  (Mr. 
AsAMs)  was  paid  for  a  oonstractive  joomey — 
that,  I  think,  is  the  phrase—whioh  means  nei' 
ther  more  nor  less  uian  a  Joomey  whioh  was 
nerer  performed. 
[Here  2Cr.  EvBanr  made  a  geetare  of  dlw«it] 
The  genOeman  ahakes  his  head,  &ir^  we 
shall  see  more  of  this  hereafter,  but  I  will  rea- 
son only  hypotheticaily.  If  the  gentleman  in 
qaestion,  while  he  remained  at  St.  Peters- 
barg,  oould  make  the  Joomey  impnted  to  him, 
it  bc^ts  the  famons  Joomey  from  Mexico  to 
Tacnbaya,  as  far  as  scnne  distance,  however 
small,  exceeds  no  distance  whatever.  Sir,  if  a 
gentleman  from  Washington  goes  to  George- 
town, or  to  Alexandria,  yes,  ur,  or  to  Bladens- 
bnrg,  I  will  acknowledge  that  he  performs,  at 
least  In  some  sense,  a  sort  of  Joomey.  Bat  not 
If  he  remains  in  wis  dtv,  and  never  stirs  ont 
ia  it  HoTever,  I  will  not  now  press  this 
matter  fortlier— otliers  will  do  more  jostice  to 
it — d*  mmimi$  nm  curat, 

Pftolo  m^ora  eanamua, 

There  was  one  remark,  which  I  took  down 
while  the  gentleman  was  speaking,  and  which 
I  cannot  pass  by.  Who  that  gentleman  was, 
described  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetts, 
who  proposed  to  him  that,  if  he  would  move 
to  raise  these  salaries,  that  gentleman  wonld 
join  with  lum  and  support  him,  I  cannot  con- 
jecture or  divine,  fie  he  who  he  m«y,  I  will 
TMitare  to  a^  this  mocb.  He  Is  smne  genUe- 
man  who  expects  to  be  sent  opon  some  mis- 
sion himself  and,  with  great  forecast  and  pra- 
dence,  he  was  ealcnlating.  to  throw  upon  the 
present  Administration,  beforehand,  all  the 
odium  of  the  increase  of  the  salary  which  he 
hoped  to  finger.  I  am  disposed  to  be  more  just 
to  the  gentleman  and  to  the  Adrainistratioa, 
because  I  believe  that  he  will  get  full  as  moch 
as  he  may  deserve,  and  they  have  fall  as  much 
weight  as  they  caa  oarry,  vithont  adding  to 
it  another  feMber. 


[H.  or  R, 

The  gentleman,  with  much  gravity,  with 
some  dexterity,  and  with  great  plaasibility,  but 
against  certain  principles  which  I  have  held  in 
this  House,  cmw,  and  which  I  shall  continoe 
to  hold,  UKQue  ad  nwlo,  till  I  leave,  the  feast, 
^ke  of  the  headlong  commencement  of  the 
Oppofdtion,  before  the  Adminietration  could 
give  reasonable  cause  of  discontent.  Sir,  I 
have  now  no  palinodia  to  sing  or  to  chant 
upon  that  sabject  I  drew  my  conclusions 
fbom  that  fonntain  which  never  failed  an  ob- 
serving and  a  sagacious  man,  and  which,  even 
the  simple  and  Inexperienoed  (and  I  among 
rest)  may  drink  at — it  is  nature  and  homan  life. 
I  saw  distinctly,  from  the  beginning,  that  if 
we  permitted  this  Administration — if  we  lis- 
tened to  those  who  cried  to  us,  "  Wait,  wut, 
there  is  a  lion  in  the  path,"  (and,  sir,  there 
always  is  a  lion  in  the  path,  to  the  sluggard, 
and  to  the  dastard,)  aud  which  cry  was  second- 
ed, no  doubt,  by  many  who  wished  to  know 
how  the  land  lay  before  they  ran  for  a  port — 
on  which  side  victory  would  incline,  before 
they  sounded  their  hom  of  trinmph — if  we  had 
thus  waited,  6ir,  the  situation  of  the  coantnr 
wonld  have  been  very  different  from  what  it 
is  now.  Sir,  thm  was  a  great  race  to  be  ran 
— if  yoo  will  permit  me  to  draw  an  iUostration 
from  a  sport  to  which  I  have  beeo  modi  ad> 
dieted — one  in  whioh  all  the  gentlemen  in  Vir- 
ginia, when  we  had  gentlemen  in  Virginia,  de- 
lighted, and  of  whidi  I  am  yet  very  fond — 
mean  from  the  turf^— and  it  must  be  lost,  or 
won,  as  the  greatest  race  in  the  country  was 
won — I  mean  the  race  on  Long  Island,  which  I 
saw,  and  that  was  by  ranning  every  inch  of 
the  ground — by  going  off  at  score — by  follow- 
ing the  policy  of  I^rdy.  Pnrdy,  sir,  was  a 
man  of  sound  sense,  and  practical  knowledge — 
a  man  of  common  sense,  I  mean,  and  worth  a 
thousand  of  your  old  and  practised  statesmen, 
and  "  premature  "  gentlemen,  who  never  arrive 
at  maturity — and  who,  meaning  to  side  wit^ 
the  next  Administration  in  case  of  our  success, 
were  nevertheless  resolved  to  get  all  they 
coold,  in  ^e  mean  time,  out  of  wis.  Sir,  to 
one  of  these  trimming  gentry,  it  is  worsft  than 
death  to  force  him  to  take  sines  before  a  clear 
indication  of  victory,  and  hence  the  cry  of  its 
being  "  premature  "  to  stir  the  question  of  the 
next  Presidentitd  election.  Sir,  if  we  had  set 
off  one  session  later,  we  shodd  not  have  bad 
groond  enough  left  to  mn  upon,  to  overtake, 
and  pass,  and  beat  them,  before  tbey  woola 
have  passed  the  winning  post,  and  pocketed 
the  stakes.  Sooh  woold  have  been  the  effect, 
if  we  had  delayed  oor  posh,  and  I  know  no 
one  that  would  have  enjoyed  the  result,  and 
chuckled  at  oar  folly  with  more  hearty  glee, 
than  one  of  these  same  old  and  practised 
statesmen.  [Hero  something  was  said  which 
oor  reporter  did  not  hear,  and  to  which  Kr. 
EvEBXTT  was  understood  to  reply,  that  he  hod 
not  stated  it  as  his  sentiment,  but  as  a  fact.]  I 
beg  the  gentleman^s  pardon ;  I  never  was  mis- 
r^resented  by  him,  I  never  will  misrepresent 
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him,  nuIesB  I  misunderstand  him.  Bat  I  won- 
der it  never  occnrred  to  tlie  gentleman  from 
Massaohasetts  what  could  be  the  cause  why 
snch  a  hne  and  cry  shonld  be  raised  against  an 
Administration  so  very  able,  (permit  me  in 
this,  however,  to  differ  from  the  gentlemen,  de 
gvtiAw  wn  €tQ  what,  I  saj,  eonld  have  been 
the  eanse  why  Acttoon  and  all  his  hounds,  or, 
rather,  why  the  dogs  of  war  were  let  slip 
against  this  wise,  and  able,  and  ^rtaous,  and 
loving  Administration ;  these  patterns  of  politi- 
cal friendship  and  connstenoy ;  and  have  con- 
tinued to  pursue  them,  till  they  lie  panting  and 
gasping  for  breath  on  the  highway — until  they 
realize  the  beautiful  fable  of  the  hare  and 
many  friends.  The  cause  of  all  this  is  to  be 
found  in  the  manner  in  which  they  came  into 
power — the  cause  of  this  "  premature  "  oppo- 
sition lies  there,  and  there  mainly.  I  would 
defy  all  the  pablio  presses  in  the  world  to  have 
broaght  them  to  this  pass,  had  there  not  been 
a  taint  of  origin^  nn  m  their  body  politic,  and 
which  cleaves  to  them  even  as  the  sin  of  our 
first  parents  taints  onr  fallen  nature,  and  cleav- 
eth  to  ns  all.  The  gentleman  refers  to  those 
irho  compose  the  party  called  the  Opposition, 
and  says,  it  is  formed  of  very  discordant  mate- 
rials. True,  sir ;  but  what  are  the  materials  of 
the  party  which  upholds  the  Administration  1 
Kay,  of  the  Administration  itself?  Are  they 
perfectly  homogeneous  ?  I  know  one  of  them 
— who  has  been  raised  to  a  higher  station  than 
most  men  in  this  country — was  that  because  he 
opposed,  or  because  he  espoused  the  election 
<a  the  present  Chwi  Magistrate  i  Let  me  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ifosudiosetts,  what  could 
ouise  the  old  Republican  parU  in  Kew  Eng- 
land— ^the  worthy  successors  of  John  Langdim 
—to  be  now  found  acting  with  us?  They 
know — ^bnt  perhspa  some  in  this  House  do  not 
know — they  know  that  the  Southern  interest  is 
as  much  their  natural  ally,  in  protecting  them 
against  an  overweening  oligarchy  at  borne,  as 
England  is  the  natural  ally  of  Portugal,  agiunst 
the  power  of  Spain  and  France ;  and  though 
they  left  us  for  a  time,  yet  now,  apprehending 
danger,  and  seeing  through  the  artifices  of  their 
b^nyer,  they  have  returned  to  ns,  their  old, 
natoraL  and  ^^roved  allies.  Sir,  have  not  the 
Admimstration,  as  well  as  the  Opposition,  wm 
and  means  and  ftapds  in  tJieir  bands,  to  obtun 
influence  and  buy  success  ?  Have  they  not  the 
whole  of  the  great  mass  of  patronage  in  their 
hands?  But  the  genUeman  says  that,  so  &r 
from  taking  care  m  th^  adherents,  they  have 
been  too  liberal  in  bestowing  this  upon  their 
enemies:  but  it  is  easy  to  account  for  this. 
An  ancient  apothegm  tells  ns  that  it  is  better 
to  judge  between  two  of  yonr  enemies  than  be- 
tween two  of  your  friends.  In  the  one  case 
yon  are  almost  sure,  by  your  decision,  to  make 
a  friend,  and  in  the  other,  to  lose  one.  Now, 
rir,  our  able  and  practised  statesm«i  know, 
by  ^ving  a  hnf  and  a  fiah  to  an  enemy, 
tiwy  make  a  moid,  when,  by  ginng  than  to 
one  of  Uieir  fkiend%  they  nu|^t  diaolwge  anoth- 


er,  who  mi^ht  think  his  claims  disparsged— 
and  that,  sir,  is  the  whole  secret  of  thnr 
n^lecting  their  friends. 

Permit  me,  sir,  again  to  ask,  how  comes  it 
that  this  Administration  are  brought  into  their 
present  very  curious  and  unprecedented  predic- 
ament t  How  happens  it  that  they  amie^  of 
all  the  Adminiatntions  which  have  been  in 
this  country,  find  themselves  in  the  minority  in 
each  House  of  Congress,  when  the  very  worst 
of  their  predecessors  kept  a  m^ority  tit!  mid- 
night on  the  8d  or  the  4u]  of  March,  whicberer 
you  may  please  to  call  it  1  Why,  sir,  under  the 
Administration  to  which  I  allude,  there  vers 
none  of  those  compunctions  visitings  of  ns- 
ture,  at  the  attacks  made  on  private  character. 
We  had  no  chapter  of  Lamentations  tben,  on 
the  ravaging  and  desolating  w^  on  the  tiSt 
fame  ct  lul  uie  wise,  virtaons,  and  good  (tf  oar 
land.  The  notcnioos  Peter  Porcupine,  ibbcs 
even  better  known  as  William  Cobbett,  waa 
the  espedal  prot^  of  that  AdndnistrstioD.  I 
heard  them  say — do  not  mean  the  head  of 
that  Administration,  but  one  of  its  lesdert— 
that  he  was  the  greatest  man  in  the  world; 
and  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that,  in  point  of  abeer 
natural  endowment,  he  waa  so  very  for  wros;. 
Yes,  sir,  it  was  that  very  Cobbett,  who,  if  the 
late  publications  may  be  trusted,  now  says  that 
Mr.  Adams  has  fifteen  hundred  slaves  in  Vir- 

P.  Sir,  was  there  any  slander  too  vile,  too 
for  that  man  to  fabricate  ?  I  remember 
well  the  nick-names  under  which  we  passed— 
yes,  sir,  I  can  proudly  say,  we,  although  the 
humblest  in  the  ranks.  Mr.  Gallatin  wh 
CiTOTON  Girnxonm,  with  ie  pgta  feititM  na- 
tional^ at  his  back.  My  excellent  and  sUs 
colleague,  Mr.  Nicholas— one  of  the  unrest  sod 
most  pious  of  men,  who  afterwards  removed  to 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  was  a  model  of 
republican  virtue  and  simplicity  that  ought 
have  adorned  the  best  days  of  Sparta  or  Boom 
— he,  sir,  having  the  misfortune  to  lose  sn  eje, 
was  held  up  to  ridicule  as  Poltpbsuts.  Ton 
are  shocked  at  this,  sir,  but  let  me  tell  yon  tbit 
it  was  only  a  little  innocent,  harmless,  fed^ 
wit— and  the  author  was  the  especial  prot^ 
of  "Government"  and  ita  adherents.  JUl 
chnokled  over  the  Porcupine.  To  that  psitj 
the  present  incumbent  then  belwsed— and  sn- 
other  member  of  this  pure  Administratiin. 
My  venerable  friend  from  North  Carolina, 
MoKsnuB  Maqoh,  with  a  e&iilla  under  the  ft 
to  mark  him  the  more  for  a  Frencfamsn.  I 
forget  tiie  cognomen  of  the  learned  genUemaa 
from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Lrvciosroir ;)  I  know 
that  he  was  never  spared :  I  remember  vdl 
my  own ;  I  wish,  sir,  it  was  applicable  nov, 
for  I  was  then  a  boy.  Every  sanctuary  wtf 
invaded.  As  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  every  epithet  of 
vituperation  was  exhausted  upon  hun.  Ss 
was  an  atheist,  a  Frenchman :  we  wen  sH 
atheists  and  tadtors;  onr  names  and  esa>^ 
associated  with  the  Mtin»i«i«  and  fsnitihsliw 
of  Ha  rerolutionaiy  tribnnal,  and  ^  tte 
^rwnties,  the  most  atrocfanu  tnd  moWm** 
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wfaleh  hu  this  Hmj  been  presented  to  the 
House  bj  the  imaginatiop  of  the  gentleman 
from  IfBsnehnsetts.  Tes,  sir,  then,  as  now,  a 
gron^  of  horrors  was  pressed  apoa  the  publio 
unagination  to  prop  the  sinking  canse  of  a  des- 
perate Administration.  Religion  and  order 
were  to  be  snhverted ;  tiie  national  debt  to  be 
sponged ;  and  the  conntrj  to  be  drenched  in 
its  best  blood  hj  Ur.  Jefferson  and  his  Jacobin 
adherents.  Even  good  men,  uid  not  onwise 
men,  were  brought  to  believe  this.  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son was  elected — and  we  know  what  followed. 
Bat  this,  rir,  it  may  be  said,  was  not  done  by 
oar  own  people — it  was  done  bj  foreign  hirelings, 
meroenaries.  Sin  it  is  not  only  of  Uiis  descn^ 
tion  persona  that  I  gpnk.  It  was  done  in 
the  glonons  days  of  the  Sedition  Law  and  the 
black  cockade^  when  we  fbond  in  Oraeral  Shee 
and  his  legiiHi.  proteetim  against  the  PrtBtorian 
bands  <^  tb»  Administration.  These  brave  fel- 
lows were  many  of  tiiem  Irish  or  German,  and 
most  of  them  of  Irish  or  German  parentage, 
chiefly  from  the  Korthem  liberties,  then  tne 
stronghold  of  repablicanism ;  and,  therefore, 
branded  wiUi  the  (^)probrioas  name  of  tiie 
Fwubonrg  St.  Antfniw,  the  most  Jaoolria  qoar- 
ter  of  Paris. 

Sir,  I  have  mnch  to  say,  whic^  neither  ray 
own  weakness,  nor  my  regard  to  the  politeness 
(tf  this  Honae,  will  permit  me  now  to  s^y.  As 
I  faftve  exonerated  the  principal  in  that  weighty 
affair  of  the  billiard  table,  I  also  exoneratoliim 
and  his  Hentenant  from  every  charge  o[  ooUd- 

iioa  in  the  first  instance ;  and,  if  it  la  in 

order,  I  will  state  the  reasons  for  my  (pinion. 
When  the  alliance  was  first  patched  up  be- 
tween the  two  great  leaders  of  the  East  and 
West,  neither  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
had  the  promotion  of  the  present  incumbent  at 
all  in  view.  Sir,  I  speak  knowingly  as  to  one 
of  these  parties,  wd  with  the  highest  d^ree  of 
moral  probability  of  the  other.  Oan  it  be  ne- 
oeaaary  th^  I  prove  this  t  The  thing  proves 
itsel£  The  object  was  to  bring  in  one  of  the 
parties  to  the  c<nnpaet,  whom  the  oonstitntion 
aabsMuently  ezclnded,  and  of  course  to  pro- 
Ti^  for  the  other.  A  gentleman,  then  of  this 
House,  was  the  candidate  who,  to  the  Imt  hour, 
east  many  a  longing,  altboagh  not  lingering 
look,  wiUi  oatstretoned  neck,  towards  Lou- 
iaiaixB—jugulo  ptatita  negalur— to  discover 
whether  or  not  he  should  be  one  apon  the  list. 
Sir,  it  is  impoesible  that  he  coald  in  the  first 
instance  have  looked  to  the  elevation  of  an- 
other, or  have  designed  to  promote  the  views 
of  any  man  bat  in  snbaerviency  to  his  own. 
Sir,  common  sense  forbids  it  But,  nr,  all 
these  oalcnlatioiM,  however  skilful,  and  Dr- 
iforvBi  eoold  not  have  made  better,  utterly 
failed.  Ur.  Orawford  most  obstinately,  and  nn- 
reasonably,  I  o<mfess,  reftiaed  to  die.  It  was 
certiunly  very  disobliging  in  him.  I  saw  him 
before  I  went  abroad,  and  I  thought  it  was  a 
hundred  to  one  that  he  could  not  survive  the 
summer :  he  was  then  dead  to  every  purpose, 
paUto  or  private.  Louidana  refttsed  to  vote 


[H.orB. 

as  obetinatdy  as  Mr.  Orawford  refused  to  die ; 
and  80  the  gentleman  was  excluded.  It  was 
then  that  ICr.  Adams  was  first  teken  up|,  as  a 
pia  alUr,  which  we  ^iantera  of  the  Bontli 
translate,  a  band  plant. 

Sir,  there  never  was  a  man  who  had  so  much 
canse  as  General  Jackson  has  had  to  say,  "  Save 
me  from  my  friends,  and  I  will  take  care  of  mr 
enemies."  Yes,  sir,  he  could  tdce  care  of  la 
enemies — from  them  he  never  feared  danger ; 
but  not  of  his  friends,  at  least  of  some,  whose 
vanity  has  prompted  them  to  couple  their  ob- 
scure names  with  his ;  and  it  is  because  he  did 
take  care  of  his  enemies,  who  were  his  country's 
enemies,  and  for  other  reasons,  which  I  could 
state,  that  his  cause  is  now  espoused  by  that 
grateftal  eoimtry.  But  General  Jackson  is  no 
statesman,  ffir,  I  deny  that  there  is  any  instance 
on  record,  in  history,  of  a  man  not  having  mili- 
tary capacity,  being  at  the  head  of  any  Govern- 
ment, witii  advantage  to  that  GoTemment,  and 
with  credit  to  himself.  Sir,  there  is  a  great 
mistake  on  this  subject  It  U  not  those  twnto 
which  enable  a  man  to  write  books  and  make 
speeches,  that  enable  him  to  pradde  over  a  Qot- 
emmeot  The  wittiest  of  poets  has  tcM  us,  that 

«  AU  a  RhetorioIaBra  BtOes 
Teaoh  only  how  to  name  fab  Te*^" 

Ve  have  seen  Kc^'essors  of  Bhetorio,  who 
oould  no  doubt  deseant  fluently  upon  the  use  ik 
these  stid  tools ;  yet  sharpen  them  to  so  wiiy 
an  edge  as  to  cut  their  own  fi^rs  with  these 
implements  of  their  trade.  Sir,  Thomas  A 
Becket  was  as  brave  a  man  as  Henry  the  Seo- 
ond,  and,  indeed,  a  braver  man — ^leas  infirm  of 
purpose.  And  who  were  the  Hildebrands,  and 
the  rest  of  the  papal  freebooters,  who  achieved 
victory  after  victory  over  the  proadest  mon- 
archs  and  States  of  Europe  ?  Tnese  men  were 
brought  up  in  a  cloister,  perhaps,  but  they  were 
endowed  with  the  highest  of  all  the  gifts  of 
Heaven,  the  capacity  to  lead  men,  whether  in 
the  Senate  or  m  the  field.  Sir,  it  is  one  and 
the  same  faculty,  and  Ite  snocessfnl  displigr  has 
always  recdved,  and  ever  will  receive,  tbe 
highest  honors  that  man  can  bestow ;  and  this 
wul  be  the  ease,  do  what  you  will,  cant  what 
yoQ  may,  about  military  chieftains  and  military 
domination.  So  long  as  a  man  is  a  man,  the 
victorious  defender  of  his  country  will  and 
ought  to  receive,  that  country's  suffrage,  for  all 
that  the  forms  of  her  GovenmiHit  allow  her  to 
bestow. 

Sir,  a  friend  sud  to  me  not  long  since, 
"Why,  General  Ja(*Bon  cant  write"— "ad- 
mitted." (Pray,  sir,  oan  you  toll  me  of  any 
one  that  can  write!  for,  I  protest,  I  know  no- 
body that  can.)  Then  tammg  to  my  friend,  I 
said,  It  is  most  tme  that  General  Jackson  can- 
not write,  (not  that  he  cant  write  his  name,  or 
a  letter,  &c.,}  because  he  has  never  been  tau^t. 
But  his  competitor  cannot  write,  because  he 
was  unteachable :  for  be  has  bad  every  advan- 
tage of  education  and  study.  Sir,  the  Duke  of 
lUriborongt^  the  greatest  eaptun  and  negotia- 
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tor  of  his  age— which  vas  the  am  oi  Lonia 
2IV. — and  who  maj  rank  with  the  greatest 
men  of  anj  a^;  whose  irresistible  manners 
ai^  address  trramphed  over  every  obstacle  in 
oooodl,  as  his  mifitar7  prowess  and  ooodnot 
did  in  the  field — or,  this  great  man  oonid  not 
even  spell,  and  was  notorionslj  ignorant  of  ail 
that  an  nndergradnate  must  know ;  bat  which 
It  is  not  necessary  for  a  man  at  the  head  of 
afiirs  to  know,  at  alL  Would  yoa  have  nq>er- 
■eJed  hnn  ly  aoBW  Scotch  aoboiAnasterl  Sir; 
genUanai  ft»rget  that  it  is  an  aUe  helmwnan 
W6  mnt  Cdc  uie  ship  Stata^  and  not  a  pro* 
ftsaor  of  navigatioD  or  astronomy. 

Kr,  am(Hig  the  vulgar  errors  that  OQi^t  to 
go  into  Bir  ThtHnas  Brown's  boolt,  this  ou^t 
not  to  be  omitted ;  that  learning  and  wisdom 
are  synonymous,  or  at  all  eqoivuent.  Knowl- 
edge and  wisdcMn,  as  one  of  ow  most  delightfal 
poets  sings — 

"  Knowledge  and  wisdom,  &r  from  bebg  one, 
Hkve  ofttunes  no  oonnection — knowledge  dwells 
In  besds  rei^ete  with  thoughts  of  otlier  men; 
Wisdom,  in  minds  attCDtivo  to  thor  own. 
Knowledge  is  proud  that  be  has  learned  so  mncb; 
Wisdom  IS  humble  th»t  be  knows  no  more. 
Books  are  not  seldom  tdinmaM  and  speQs, 
By  which  the  magic  art  of  ihrewder  wits 
Holds  the  unthinking  multitude  enchidned." 

And  not  books  only,  sir — speeches  are  not 
less  deoepUve.  Sir,  I  not  only  consider  the 
want  of  what  is  called  learning  not  to  be  a  dis- 
qualificstion  for  the  command  in  chief  in  civil 
or  military  life,  bat  I  do  consider  the  posse*- 
rion  (Kf  too  mnch  learning  to  Iw  of  most  mia- 
ehievoua  oonseqnenoe  to  snch  a  dnaracter ;  who 
ii  to  draw  from  the  calrinet  of  hia  own  sagar 
dous  mind,  and  to  make  the  learning  of  otliera, 
or  whatever  other  qualities  they  may  possess, 
snbeerrimt  to  lua  more  ularged  ana  vigorous 
wiewB.  Sncfa  a  man  was  Uromwdl — soch  a 
nan  waa  Washington.  Kot  learned,  but  wise. 
Their  nuderatandii^  were  not  doaded  or 
cramped,  but  had  Ikir  play.  Their  errors  were 
the  errors  of  men,  not  of  schoolboys  and  ped- 
ants. Sir,  so  &r  trom  the  want  ot  what  is' 
called  education  being  a  verj  strong  objection 
to  a  man  at  the  head  of  afiiurs,  over-education 
oonstitDtes  a  irtall  stronger  otyection.  [In  the 
case  of  a  lady  it  is  fatal.  Heaven  defend  roe 
from  an  over-edoc^ed,  accomplished  lady. 
Tea,  dr,  aoeompliahed  bi4eed,  for  she  is  fiu- 
iahed  fat  all  th»  duties  of  a  wife,  or  mother,  or 
ndstress  of  a  fismily.]  Sir,  we  hear  mnch  of 
militai7  asarpation,  of  military  despotism — of 
the  aword  of  a  eonqoeror — of  Cffisar — and 
CWaweD,  and  Bcmaparte.  What  little  I  know 
of  Soman  Ustoir,  has  been  gathered  chiefly 
fitnn  the  surviving  letters  <tf  the  great  men  of 
that  day — of  Oieero  especially — and  I  freely 
confess  to  yon,  that,  if  I  bad  then  lived,  and 
been  oompelled  to  take  sides,  I  most,  thoxigh 
very  relociantly,  have  uded  with  Cesar,  rather 
than  take  Pompey  for  my  master.  Sir,  it  was 
the  interest  of  the  honse  of  Staart — and  they 
were  long  afum^  in  power  to  do  it — to  black- , 


en  the  character  of  Cromwell — that  great,  and, 
I  must  add,  bad  man.   Bat,  sir,  the  deiil  him- 
self is  hot  BO  blade  as  he  is  sranetimea  painted. 
But  who  woold  not  rather  have  ol>eyea  Oom- 
well,  than  that  self-styled  Partiamoit,  wki^ 
obtdned  a  title  too  indecent  for  me  to  name, 
bnt  by  which  it  ia  fluoiliarly  known  aud  meo- 
tioned  in  all  the  historiana,  from  that  to  this 
day.  Sur,  OomwcU  fell  under  a  teaqitatio^ 
perhaiw  too  strong  for  the  nature  of  man  to  re- 
nat— fant  be  was  an  angd  of  li^t  to  eftbwoC 
the  Stnaria  the  one  whom  he  hran^  to  the 
Uook;  or  his  son,  a  yet  worae  man,  the 
est  and  foulest  of  misoreants  that  ever  poUntel 
a  throne.   It  has  been  the  poUcy  of  thehooM 
of  Staart  and  their  snooeesore — it  is  the  po&y 
of  kings — to  vilify  and  blackoi  the  meBory 
and  character  of  Gnnnwdl.   Bnt  the  dood  is 
rolling  away.   We  no  long»  ocmdder  £ume  as 
deserving  of  the  slighteii  credit.  Croravelt 
was  "gutless  of  hu  coontry'a  blood."  Hk 
was  a  Uoodless  usorpation.   To  doubt  his  &&• 
oerity  at  the  outset,  from  his  snbseqnent  M, 
woold  be  madneaa  rdigtona  fervor  was  the 
prevailing  t«nper  and  adiion  of  the  tioMC 
Cromww  waa  a  nsuiper,  'tis  granted;  bntbs 
had  scarody  any  dunce  left  him.   ffii  swsy 
was  every  way  peofwMo  to  that  nuseraUe 
corpse  of  a  Farii«neat^  that  he  turned  oat,  u 
a  gentleman  would  turn  off  a  drunken  boiler 
and  his  fellows,  or  the  penntmed  ^rant  tbit 
succeeded  him — a  dissolute,  d^raved  Ingot  and 
hypocrite,  who  waa  outwardly  a  Pn^ataot, 
ana  at  heart  a  Papist.   He  lived  and  ^ed  one, 
while  pretending  to  be  a  son  of  the  Chord) 
England,  aye,  and  swore  to  it,  and  died  a  per- 
jured man.   Sir,  if  I  must  have  a  master, 
me  one  whMtt  I  can  req>ect,  rather  than  a  knot 
of  knavish  attomeya.    ffir,  Bonaparte  ms  i 
bad  man ;  bat  I  woold  ratber  have  h^  Bona- 
parte than  snch  a  net  of  oomipt,  intrigdn^; 
pnblio  plunderers  as  he  totned  a^lft.  Tbt 
Senate  of  Rome — the  Parliament  of  Et^iand— 
"  the  Councils  of  Elders  and  of  Toungiters 
the  Lujidature  of  fVance— all  made  thonselTBi 
first  odious  and  then  contemptible ;  and  tha 
comes  a  usurper :  and  this  is  the  naturd  end 
of  a  corrupt  dvil  Grovemment 

There  is  a  class  of  men  who  poesees  great 
learning,  combined  with  inveterate  jHxiftsskm] 
habits,  and  who  are  (ipm  /acto^  or  perhaps  I 
shonid  rather  say  ^ww  jiSkCu,  for  I  most  rpeak 
aocaratdy,  as  I  speak  before  a  Professor)  di»- 
qudified  for  any  but  seotmdary  parts  auwben 
— ev^  in  the  Cabinet.  Oardinal  RKhe&r« 
wss,  what  I  A  priesL  Tea,  dr,  bnt  what  a 
priest  1  Oxenstiem  was  a  diancellor.  Be  it 
was  who  sent  his  son  abroad  to  see—fMs 
parva  tapientia  regitur  mimim» — with  iii>« 
little  wisdom  this  world  is  governed.  Tbii 
AdministraUon  seemed  to  have  calculated  that 
even  less  than  that  little  wodd  do  for  us.  The 
gentleman  called  it  a  strong,  an  aUe  CabineW 
second  to  none  but  Washii^iton'B  first  CsbtiML 
Sir,  I  could  hardly  look  at  him  for  Uadun^ 
What,  air,  is  Gallatin  at  the  head  ot  tbt  Xitae- 
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ny— Madison  in  the  Department  of  State  > 
Hw  mind  d  an  aeiMmpUshed  aad  an  acute  dia- 
bctidan,  of  an  able  lawyer,  or,  if  yoa  please, 
of  a  great  physician,  may,  by  the  toug  contina- 
anoe  of  ooe  porsnit — of  one  trun  of  ideas — 
have  its  habits  so  inveterately  fixed,  as  effeotn- 
illy  to  disqoalify  the  posHessor  for  the  com- 
mand of  the  coundlfl  <m  a  country.  He  may, 
nevertheless,  make  an  admirable  chief  of  a  bu- 
reau—an excellent  man  of  details — which  the 
chief  ought  never  to  be.  A  man  may  be  capa- 
ble of  making  an  able  and  ingenious  argument 
on  any  subject  within  the  sphere  of  his  knowl- 
edge ;  but,  air,  every  now  and  then  Uie  master 
lo^iat  Till  start,  aa  I  have  aeen  him  start,  ht  the 
monstrons  omudnriouB  to  which  his  own  artificial 
reason  had  broaghthimselC  Bat,  this,  air,  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  nattural  candor  and 
fairness  of  mind.  Sir,  by  words  and  figures  you 
may  prove  just  what  you  please ;  but  it  often 
and  most  generally  i»  the  fact,  that,  in  proportion 
•a  a  proposition  is  locally  or  mathematically 
true,  it  is  politically  and  common-senBically  (or 
rather  nonsensically)  false.  The  talent  which 
enables  a  man  to  write  a  book,  or  make  a 
speech,  has  no  more  relation  to  the  leading  of 
an  army  or  Senate,  than  it  has  to  tiie  dressing 
of  a  dinner.  The  talent  which  fits  a  man  to 
head  a  GoTomment,  is  the  talent  for  the  man- 
agement of  men — a  mere  dialectidan  never 
had,  and  never  wUl  have  it :  both  requires  the 
same  dfuree  of  courage,  though  of  difiibrent 
kinds.  The  very  highest  degree  of  moral  cour- 
age is  reqnired  for  the  dnties  of  government 
I  have  been  amused  when  I  have  seen  some 
^eoUdaos,  after  assorting  their  words — "  the 
counters  of  wise  men,  &e  money  of  fools  " — 
after  they  bad  \axd  down  their  premises,  and 
drawn,  step  by  step,  their  deductions,  sit  down, 
completely  s^isfieo,  as  if  the  oondosions  to 
which  they  had  brought  themselvea  were  really 
the  truth---a8  if  it  were  irrefragably  true.  But 
wait  uitil  another  canse  la  called,  or  till  another 
court  lita — till  the  bystanders  and  jury  have 
had  time  to  forget  both  argument  and  conclu- 
riou,  and  they  will  make  you  just  as  good  an 
ai^mnent  on  the  <^posite  ^de,  and  arrive,  with 
the  same  oomplacency,  at  a  directly  opposite 
condusion,  and  triumphantly  demand  your  as- 
sent to  this  new  truth.  Sir,  it  is  their  business 
—I  do  not  blame  them.  I  only  say  that  such 
a  habit  of  mind  unfits  men  for  action,  for  de- 
cision. They  want  a  client  to  decide  which 
Bide  to  take;  and  the  really  great  man  per- 
forms that  office  for  them.  This  habit  unfits 
them  tor  government  in  the  firat  degree.  The 
talwt  fbr  gorenunent  lies  in  theae  two  things 
— fligaoi^  to  perceive,  and  dedrion  to  act. 
Genuine  statesmen  were  never  made  soch  hf 
mere  truning ;  education  will  form  good  busi- 
ness men — aatcunUr  non  Jlunt.  The  maxim 
{tuueiter  mm  ^t)  is  as  true  of  statesmen  as  it  is 
of  poets.  8ir,  let  a  house  be  on  fire,  yon  will 
Boon  see  in  that  confusion  who  has  the  talent 
to  command.  Let  a  ship  be  in  danger  at  sea, 
and  ordinary  subordination  destroyed,  and  yon 
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will  immediately  make  the  same  discovery. 
The  aacendenoy  of  mind  and  of  character  exirts 
and  rises  as  naturally  and  as  Inevitably,  where 

there  is  free  play  for  it,  as  material  bodies  find 
their  level  by  gravitation.  Thus  a  great  diplo- 
matist, like  a  certain  animal,  oscillating  be- 
tween the  bay  on  difiiarent  sides  of  him,  wants 
some  power  from  withont,  before  he  can  decide 
from  which  handle  to  make  trial.  Who  be- 
lieves that  Washington  coold  write  as  good  a 
book  or  report  as  Jefferson,  or  make  as  able  a 
speech  as  Hamilton  ?  Who  is  there  that  be- 
lieves that  Cromwell  would  have  made  as  good 
a  judge  as  Lord  Hale?  Ko,  sir;  these  learned 
aai  aoeompUahed  men  find  their  proper  place 
under  those  who  are  fitted  to  oommand,  and  to 
command  them  among  the  reat  finch  a  man 
as  Washington  will  say  to  a  Jefferson,  do  yon 
become  my  Secretaiy  of  State ;  to  Hamiltmi, 
do  you  take  charge  of  my  purae,  or  that  of  the 
naUon,  which  is  the  same  thing ;  and  to  Knox, 
do  you  be  my  master  of  horse.  Sir,  all  history 
shows  this,  but  great  diplomatic  and  great 
scholars  are,  for  that  very  reason,  unfit  to  be 
rulers,  Bir,  would  Hannibal  have  crossed  the 
Alps  when  there  were  no  roads — with  ele- 
phants— in  the  face  of  the  warUke  and  hardy 
mountaineers — and  carried  terror  to  the  very 
gates  of  Rome,  if  his  youth  had  been  spent  in 
poring  over  books  9  Wonld  he  have  been  able 
to  maintain  himself  <m  the  reaonroea  of  his 
own  genius  for  sixteen  jrears  in  Italy,  in  spite 
of  the  fiustion  and  treachery  in  the  Senate  of 
Carthage,  if  he  had  been  deep  in  conic  sections 
and  fluxions  and  the  different  calculus — ^to  mj 
nothing  of  tetany,  and  mineralogy,  and  chem- 
istry f  "  Are  you  not  ashamed,"  said  a  philoso- 
pher to  one  who  was  bora  to  rule,  "  are  you 
not  ashamed  to  play  so  well  upon  the  fiate  ?  " 
Sir,  it  was  well  put.  There  is  much  which  it 
becomes  a  secondary  roan  to  know — much  that 
it  is  necessary  for  him  to  know — ^that  a  first- 
rate  mui  on^t  to  be  ashamed  to  know.  Ko 
head  was  ever  clear  and  sound  that  was  stuffed 
with  book-learning.  You  might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  fatten  and  strengthen  a  man  by  stuff- 
ing him  with  every  variety  and  the  greatest 

rntity  of  food.  After  all,  the  chief  must 
w  upon  his  subalterns  for  much  that  he  does 
not  know,  and  cannot  perform  himself.  Sir, 
my  friend  Wm.  R.  Johnson  has  many  a  groom 
that  can  clean  and  dress  a  race-horse,  and  ride 
him  too,  better  than  be  can.  But  what  of 
that?  Sir,  we  are.  In  the  European  sense  of 
the  term,  not  a  military  people.  We  have  no 
busineaa  for  an  army— it  hangs  as  a  dead  weight 
ujtoQ  the  nation — offioers  and  all.  Sir,  who 
rMcned  Braddock  when  he  was  fighting,  $9- 
etmdem  ortem,  and  his  men  were  dropping 
around  him  on  every  side  f  It  was  a  Virginia 
militia  Ui^or.  He  asserted  in  that  crisis  the 
place  which  properly  belonged  to  him,  and 
which  he  afterwards  filled  In  l2ie  manner  we 
all  know. 

Bir,  I  may,  without  any  mock  modesty,  ac- 
knowledge what  I  feel,  that  I  have  made  an 
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niunoeeaBfbl  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Maa- 
Bochosetts.  There  are  Bome  subjects  which  I 
oonld  have  wished  to  hare  touched  upon  hefore 
I  sit  down  now  and  forever.  I  bad  the  mate- 
ria in  mj  posseasion  when  I  came  into  this 
Eooae  this  morning,  bat  I  am  draped  down 
"by  phTsical  weakness  from  the  most  advan- 
tageoos  use  of  them. 

Sir,  what  shall  we  say  to  a  gentleman,  in 
this  Honae  or  oat  of  it,  occapying  a  prominent 
■tation,  and  filling  a  luge  apace  in  the  eye  of 
hia  nauve  State,  who  ahoald,  with  all  the 
•dndtneBs  of  a  praoHsed  advocate,  gloss  over 
tlie  acknowledged  encroachments  of  the  men 
in  power,  npon  the  fur  constmction  of  the 
conatitation,  and  then  present  the  appalling 
pictare,  glaring  and  flammg,  in  his  deepest  col- 
ors, of  a  bloodj  military  tyrant — a  raw-head 
and  bloody'bones — so  that  we  cannot  sleep  in 
oar  beds — who  should  conjare  np  all  the  images 
that  can  scare  children  and  frighten  old  women 
— I  mean  very  old  women,  sir — and  who  oflFers 
this  wretched  caricature — this  vile  daub,  where 
brick  dnst  stands  for  blood,  like  Peter  Porco- ' 
pine'a  Bloody  Bitot,  as  a  reason  for  his  and 
bur  support  in  Virginia,  of  a  man  in  whom  he 
has  no  ocmfidenoe,  whom  he  damu  with  fidnt 
pr^ae — and  who^  moreover — teU  it  not  in 
GathI  had  sealously,  and  elaborately,  (I  can- 
not say  ably,)  justified  every  one  of  these  very 
atrocious  and  bloody  deeds — ^yes,  sir,  on  paper 
— ^not  in  the  heat  of  debate,  in  the  transports 
of  a  speech,  but — as  the  author  of  the  Rich- 
mond Anathema  full  well  knew — and  knew 
that  we,  too,  knew — deliberately  and  officially. 
Sir,  if  we  did  not  know  that  lawyers  never  see 
but  one  side  of  a  case — that  on  which  they  are 
retted,  and  that  they  fondly  hope  that  the 
Jnry  will  see  with  th^r  ens — what  should  we 
Bay  of  anch  a  maut  Eua  client  having  no 
character,  he  attacks  defendant's  character, 
dpon  a  string  of  charges,  in  every  one  of  which 
(supposing  them  to  be  true)  his  client  was  self- 
avowed  partia!j>s  eriminit — ^having  defended, 
adopted,  and  made  each  and  every  one  of  them 
his  own.  Sir,  such  a  man  may  ok  a  great  law- 
yer, (although  this  is  but  a  poor  specimen  of 
his  skill  in  that  line,)  or  a  great  mathematician, 
or  chemist ;  but  of  a  man  guilty  of  such  glar- 
ing absurdity,  it  may  be  fearlessly  pronounced 
that,  in  the  management  of  his  own  concerns, 
and  in  the  affurs  of  men,  he  has  not  "  right 
good  common  sense."  And  here,  sir,  we  come 
to  that  great  and  all-impurtaQt  ^sUnction, 
which  tiie  pro&ne  vulgar — whether  they  be 
the  great  volrar  or  the  small — too  often  over- 
look; and  which  I  have,  lamely,  I  fear,  en- 
deav<Hred  to  press  upon  the  House — I  mean  the 
distinction  between  knowledge  and  learning, 
on  the  one  huid,  and  sense  and  Judgment,  on 
the  other.  And  there,  sir,  lies  the  great  defect 
of  the  gentleman  in  question.  Sir,  I  have 
heard  it  said  of  him,  by  those  who  know  and 
love  him  well,  "  that  he  can  argue  either  side 
of  a  qnestion,  whether  of  law,  of  policy,  or  of 
constitutional  oonstruotion,  with  great  ingenn- 
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ity  and  force;  hat  he  wants  that  aagaratyln 
political  affairs,  which  first  discema  the  proper 
end,  and  then  adopts  the  most  appropriate 
means :  and  he  is  deficient  in  that  knowledge 
of  mankind,  wUch  would  enable  another 

Smuch  his  inferior)  to  perceive  that  his  honest 
lisioterestedness  is  played  upon  by  thoee  wbo 
are  conscious  that  he  prides  himself  upon  it 
It  is  the  lever  by  whicn  he  is  on  all  occa^on 
to  be  moved.  It  is  his  pride,  an  honeet  md 
boBorable  pride,  which  makes  him  deSriit  to 
throw  blmself  into  minorities,  beeanae  m  en* 
joys  more  self-gratification  from  maniftatiiig  Ui 
mdependence  of  popular  oj^im— than  he 
conld  derive  from  any  thing  in  the  ^ft  of  the 
people.  His  late  production — the  Adams  con- 
vention manifesto,  is  the  feeblest  prodoctioo  of 
the  day.  The  reason  is,  his  head  and  beail  did 
not  go  together." 

Sir,  this  picture  is  drawn  by  the  hand  of  a 
friend.   As  we  have  had  billiard  tables  ud 
chess  boards  introduced  into  this  debate,  I  hope 
I  may  be  allowed  to  borrow  an  illustration 
from  this  last  ^ame.   6i^  one  of  these  argning 
machines  reminds  me  of  the  bishop  at  chess. 
The  black  ot  white  bishop  (I  use  the  term  not 
in  reference  to  the  odor  of  flie  piece,  bat 
that  of  the  square  he  stands  upon)  is  a  service- 
able piece  enough  in  his  way ;  but  he  labors 
under  this  defect:  that,  moving  in  the  diagonal 
only,  he  can  never  get  off  his  original  color. 
He  can  scour  away  all  over  Just  one-half  of 
the  board ;  but  his  adversary  may  be  on  the 
next  square,  and  perfectly  safe  from  his  attack. 
To  be  safe  from  the  bishop,  yoa  have  only  to 
move  upon  any  one  of  the  thir^-two  squares 
that  are  forbidden  ground  to  him.   Bnt  not  so 
the  irregular  kntght,  who,  at  soccesdve  leaps, 
can  cover  every  Bquare  upon  the  board,  to 
whose  check  the  king  can  uiteipose  no  nurd, 
hut  mnst  move.  Even  the  poor  pawn  lias  a 
priviliffie  which  the  l^op  has  not :  for  be  can 
elude  his  mitred  adversary  by  moving  from  a 
white  square  to  a  black  one,  or  from  a  black 
square  to  a  white  one,  and  finally  reach  the 
highest  honors  of  the  game.   So  even  a  poor 
peasant,  of  sense,  may  instruct  the  philoso- 
pher, as  the  shepherd  did,  in  that  beautiful  in- 
troduction, the  finest  of  Mr.  Gay's  fables  but 
one,  who  drew  all  his  notions  of  men  and 
things  from  nature.   Sir,  It  is  in  vain  to  tarn 
over  musty  folios,  and  double  down  d<»*s  ean : 
it  does  very  well  In  Its  place—in  a  lawyer^ 
office — or  ft  bnreaa.  I  am  fbroed  to  use  the 
word  for  want  of  abetter:  hut  it  will  not  mp* 
ply  the  place  of  that  whidi  books  never  gave^ 
and  never  can  give— of  Judgment  and  eqieri- 
ence.   Sir,  who  would  make  Uie  better  leMCt; 
in  a  period  of  great  public  onei^ncy— old 
Roger  Sherman,  or  a  certain  very  learned  Kn- 
tleman  from  New  Tork,  whom  we  once  had 
here,  who  knew  every  thing  in  the  worM  for 
which  man  has  no  occasion,  and  nothing  in  the 
world  for  which  man  has  occasion  ?  Sir,  the 
people,  who  are  always  unsophuBticated— and 
though  they  may  occasionally  be  irdM,  *n 
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always  right  Id  their  feeUnga,  and  always  jadge 
correctly  in  the  long  run — have  taken  np  this 
thing.  It  is  a  notorioiu  fact,  in  Virginia,  that, 
in  County  Courts,  where  men  are  admitted  to 
nt  as  jnd^es,  who  are  not  of  the  l^al  profes- 
■ioa — plain  planters,  who  have  no  pretensions 
to  be  oonsidered  as  lawyera— the  decisiims  are 
moch  seldomer  reversed  than  in  those  oonrta 
where  a  barriater  preeidfla :  his  reasons  may  he 
more  plausible,  bnt  his  decision  wiU  be  d^ner 
wronff,  Tes,  rir,  the  people  have  decided  upon 
this  thing. 

Sir,  I  will  aoppose  a  case:  I  will  snppose 
that  the  late  oonmlsive  struggles  of  the  Ad- 
ministraUon  may  so  far  sncceed,  as  that  th^ 
will  be  able  to  renew  their  lease  for  another 
four  years.  Now,  sir,  if  a  majority  of  this 
House  can't  get  ^ong  with  such  a  minority 
hanyng  on  their  rear,  cutting  off  supplies,  and 
beatmg  np  their  quarters,  what  will  be  the  sit- 
uation of  the  AdmiQiatration  then  ?  Sir,  what 
is  it  now  f  Did  anybody  ever  hear  of  a  victo- 
ry obtaioed  by  the  Executive  power,  while  a 
cwdded  m^ority  of  the  Legislature  was  against 
itt  Sir,  I  Know  of  no  such  victory,  but  one — 
and  that  was  the  parricidal  victory  of  the 
younger  Pitt  over  the  Constitution  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  he  gained  that  only  by  the  impene- 
trable obstinacy  of  the  king,  which  then  gave 
indioatioDs  of  Uie  disease  that  was  lurking  in 
his  constitntion,  and  afterwards  so  unhappily 
became  manifest. 

Sir,  the  king  was  an  honest  man,  and  a  much 
abler  man  than  he  ever  had  credit  for.  But  he 
was  incurably  obstinate.  He  had  just  lost  the 
edonies.  No  matter-^  wonM  risk  the  crown 
o£  England  itself  and  retire  to  his  hereiUtary 
States  in  G«rroanj,  rather  than  yield :  and,  sir, 
bnt  for  a  bareftoed  OMiition,  he  would  have  so 
retired,  and  have  supplied  a  most  important 
defect  in  the  act  of  seUlement — the  separation 
of  HanoTer  from  Ensland.  But  the  corrupt 
batgiun  of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  to  ihm 
office  between  them,  disgusted  the  people — 
they  took  aide  even  agunst  their  own  liberties. 
But  here,  sir,  the  coalition  is  not  on  the  side  of 
the  people's  rights,  but  against  them.  Mr.  Pitt 
C^e  crown  rather)  triumphed.  Knaves  oried 
Hosanna;  and  fools  repeated  the  cry,  Eng- 
land recovered  by  the  etastiu^  whioh  belongs 
to  free  inatitntiouB,  and  Mr.  Htt  attained  a  de- 
prea  of  power  1^  enabled  him  to  plunge  her 
mto  tiie  mad  vartex  of  war  with  revolauonaiy 
France.   Nine  hnndred  mllliona  of  debt ;  tax- 

in  amount,  in  degree,  and  mode,  unheard 
of;  pauperism,  misery,  in  all  possible  forms  of 
wretchedness — attest  tlie  greatness  of  the  heav- 
en-bom Minister,  who  md  not  weather  the 
storm,  but  was  whelmed  beneath  it^  leaving  his 
conatry  to  that  Providence  whom  it  pleased  to 
rescne  her  in  her  utmost  need,  by  inflicting 
madness  on  her  great  unrelenting  enemy,  and 
sending  this  modern  Nebuchadnezzar  to  grass. 
Sir,  Mr.  Pitt  is  as  strong  an  instance  for  my 
purpose,  as  I  could  have  wanted.  He  was  a 
ilMtoridan,  a  ipeeelMnakMr;  a  man  of  wwd^ 
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and  good  words  too,  at  will ;  a  dexterous  de* 
bater — and  if  he  had  continued  to  ride  the 
western  circuit,  be  might  have  been  an  emi- 
nent wrangler  at  the  bar,  and,  in  due  time,  a 
Chief  Jastice  or  Lord  Chancellor.  But,  for 
the  sins  of  England,  he  was  made  Prime  Min- 
ister, and  at  Ave  and  twenty  too.  Sir,  Mr.  Pitt 
no  more  saw  what  was  ahead  of  bfan,  than  the 
idiot  in  the  parish  wwkhoitae.  He  no  more 
dreamt  when  the  war  began,  to  what  point  be 
would  be  able  to  push  his  systenij  if  system  U 
may  be  called,  than  any  derk  m  his  office. 
The  productive  powers  of  a  people  like  the 
English,  where  property  is  perfectly  secure  and 
left  free  to  act,  and  where  the  Indusbiona 
classes  are  shnt  out  from  almost  any  participa- 
laon  in  publio  affairs,  is  incredible ;  Is  almost 
without  limit.  Two  individuals  discovered  two 
mines,  more  precious  and  prodnotive  than 
Goanaxnato  or  Poton — ^that  foraished  the 
means  for  his  prodigality,  that  astonished  even 
Mr.  Pitt  These  were  Sir  Richard  Arkwri^dht 
and  Mr.  WaU— 4he  spimung  machine  and  uia 
steam  engine  And  this  imbedle  and  blunder, 
ing  Minister  has  bem  oom|dimented  with  what 
is  due  to  the  oniivalled  ingaiui^  and  industry 
of  bis  countrymen.  So,  sir,  in  like  manner, 
this  young  Beronles  of  America,  wbo^  if  we 
can  keep  him  from  being  strangled  by  the  ser- 
pents of  cormption,  most  grow  to  gigaotio 
strength  and  stature — every  improvement  which 
he  makes,  in  spite  of  the  misrule  of  bis  gov- 
ernors, these  very  modestly  arrogate  to  them- 
selves. 

We  have  been  told,  officially,  that  the  Presi- 
dent wished  tiie  great  question  to  have  been 
referred  back  to  t£e  people  if  by  the  forms  of 
the  constitntion  this  ooofd  be  done,  ffir,  if  I 
were  the  friend,  as  I  am  the  nndisgidaed  enemy 
of  the  Administration,  I  would  say  to  them, 
You  may  be  innocent — your  intentions  may  be 
upright — but  yoa  have  brought  the  coontry  to 
that  pass,  that  yoa  oan't  carry  oa  the  Govern- 
ment As  gentlemen  possessmg  the  least  self- 
respect,  you  ought  to  retire — leave  it — ^try  an- 
other venue — ^you  ean't  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment without  ns,  any  more  than  we  can  act, 
while  every  thing  in  the  Executive  Govern* 
ment  is  against  us.  Sir,  there  are  cases  in 
which  suspicion  is  equivalent  to  proof — and  not 
Mily  equal  to  it,  bat  more  than  equal  to  the 
most  ^latniiliiy  proot  There  is  not  a  hoaband 
here  who  wiU  not  ratify  this  declwation — ^thera 
be  suspidon  so  agoniiinj^  that  it  makes 
the  wretch  cry  out  for  certainty  as  a  relief 
from  tlie  most  damning  tortures.  Such  suspi- 
oions  are  entertained  with  respect  to  these  gen- 
tlemen— and  though  they  are  making  a  convul- 
sive effort  to  roll  back  the  tide  of  public  opin- 
ion, they  can^t  allay  the  feeling — the  suspicion 
rests  upon  the  facts — and,  do  what  they  may, 
facts  will  not  bend  at  their  bidding.  Admit  it 
to  be  suspicion — it  is  equally  fatal,  as  r^ards 
them  and  the  public  service,  with  the  r^ity. 
Mr.  S.  would  not  go  in  purKiit  of  the  aliM$ 
•ad  aUam  of  the  accaaed  of  the  tobs^  wheth- 
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er  with  false  bottoms  or  double  bottoms, 
thrown  out  to  amnse  the  pnbUc.  The  whole 
oondact  of  the  ao<3iBed  had  displayed  notiiing 
of  the  dignitjr  of  iunooeoce ;  bat  the  rest- 
kssnees  of  gnilt,  Eveiy  word  of  2Ir.  Clay's 
late  pamphlet  mi^t  be  trne.  and  jet  the  ao- 
oased  be  gdl^,  Botwitfastaaduiff. 

The  gentlemaa  from  Massachnsetts  warned 
ns,  that,  if  the  individaal  we  seek  to  elevate 
shall  succeed,  he  will,  in  his  torn,  become  the 
object  of  public  pursuit,  and  that  the  same 
pack  will  be  unkennelled  at  his  heels,  that  have 
ran  his  rival  down.  It  may  be  so.  I  have  no 
hesitation  to  say,  that,  if  his  conduot  shall  de- 
serve it,  and  if  I  live,  I  shall  be  one  of  that 
pack ;  becaase,  sir,  I  maintain  the  interests  of 
stockholders,  against  preadents,  directors,  and 
cashiers.  And  here,  sir,  Z  beg  leave  to  notice 
pi  objection  araed,  m  I  have  beard,  ag^st 
me,  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Yanck.) 
He  18^  that  I  have  been  opposed  to  all  Ad- 
ndnistrations.   Sir.  I  deny  it  to  be  fact.  I  did 

Sipoee  the  dder  Adams,  because  he  attacked 
e  Uherty  of  the  press  and  of  the  subject ; 
beoanse  bis  oftiniona  were  at  war  with  the  ge- 
ntna  of  our  institutions.  He  avowed  them 
openly,  and  I  liked  him  the  better  for  his 
frankness.  But,  ur,  I  supported  the  Adminis- 
tration of  his  successor.  I  did  for  it  what  I 
could— little  enoufh,  God  knows.  The  first 
case  in  which  I  differed  from  that  Administra- 
tion, was  the  case  of  the  Tazoo  d^ms,  which 
I  thought  a  case  of  flagrant  conaption.  I  do 
not  mean,  and  I  never  did  believe,  that  there 
was  corroption  in  the  Frerident,  or  his  two 
Secretaries ;  and  it  did  not  cause  me  to  sepa- 
rate myself  from  them.  I  separated  from  that 
Administration  three  years  afterwards,  with 
pain  and  sorrow,  and  not  without  some  anger, 
too ;  for,  sir,  I  have  no  idea  of  that  extreme  of 
oandor  and  meekness  which  denounces  the 
measures  of  a  Government,  as  Bottom  says  in 
the  play,  **  and  will  roar  yon  as  gently  as  any 
sucking  dove."  It  is  not  my  natore  to  do  so, 
and  it  would  be  criming  and  ridiculous  in  me, 
becaase  it  would  be  hypocrisy  to  afifect  it.  Sir, 
when  the  former  restrictive  system  was  first 
eommeDcad,  I  thonght  I  saw  what  I  now  know  I 
did  then  see  the  fttal  and  ruinous  conse- 
qnenoes  that  would  then  grow  out  of  it  I 
told  Mr.  Jefferson,  candidly  and  frankly,  that, 
if  be  expected  support  in  a  certun  quarter,  and 
did  not  find  it,  he  need  not  blame  me.  Sir,  I 
will  not  rEJpeat  what  he  said  on  that  occasion, 
but  he  deplored  the  separation.  But,  permit 
roe  to  remind  you,  «r — for  yoa  were  then  too 
young  to  know  much  of  these  matters — that, 
previonsly,  bat  nearly  at  the  same  time  of  my 
leaving  that  Admiidstration,  a  certun  wise 
man  from  ti»  East  joined  it,  who  soon  after 
went  off  to  Canada,  onder  strong  snspiiHon  of 
felony ;  and  this  was  socm  followed  aj  a  cer- 
taia  gentiemao's  giving  hts  adhesion,  who  had 
before  been  violently  opposed  to  it,  and  to  all 
its  best  meaanrea.  Sir,  I  have  not  the  least 
otfjeotion  to  ita  being  said  of  me,  that  I  sqta- 
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rated  myself  frwn  Hr.  Jeffersm,  when  Bam*' 
bas  BidweU  and  John  Qoinoy  Adama  Joined 

him. 

Snne  allndon  has  been  made  to  Ae  disoord- 
ant  materials  of  the  preaent  Oi^oattiotu  Sr, 
they  are  somewhat  discordant — at  leMt  th^ 
have  horn  so.  But  are  tiiey  more  so  than  the 
adherents  of  the  prraent  Administration,  or  the 
materials<of  the  Adminisb-ation  itself  T  Bar,  I 
well  remember  almost  tiia  first  propitiatitm  (the 
first  was  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus)  which  he 
who  is  now  the  President  of  the  United  States 
made  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  party.  It  was 
an  attempt  to  run  down  the  present  Chief  Jus- 
tice. The  right  of  John  Smith  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  was  made  the  peg  to  hang  it  on.  I 
will  tell  the  gentleman  me  whole  reason  why  I 
have  opposM  the  Administration  since  that 
time,  and  may  uain,  i^  aooiwding  to  my  Judg- 
ment, they  shalf  not  cfnuult  the  good  <n  tha 
country.  It  ik  sir,  rimply  because  I  am  fbr 
the  interests  of  the  stodcholders — of  whom  I 
am  one— OS  opposed  to  those  of  the.  presidrat, 
directors,  and  cashiers ;  and  I  have  Uie  right  oi 
speaking  my  opinion,  and  ahall  ezendse  it, 
though  It  happen  to  be  agunstthe  greatest  and 
proudest  names. 

Sir,  I  am  no  judge  of  human  motives :  ^lat 
is  the  attribute  of  the  Name  which  I  wiD  not 
take  in  viun — ^the  attribute  of  Him  who  rules 
in  heaven,  or  who  becomes  incarnate  up<xk 
earth — mere  man  can  claim  no  such  exemption. 

I  do  not  pretend  fliat  my  own  motives  do  not 
part^e  <tf  th^  flill  share  of  the  infinoity  of 
our  eommcn  nature — but  of  those  tnfinnities^ 
neither  avarice  nor  ambition  form  one  iota  in 
the  composition  of  my  present  motives.  Sir, 
what  can  the  country  do  for  me  1   Poor  as  I 
am — ^for  I  am  much  poorer  than  I  have  been — 
impoverished  by  unwise  legislaticm — I  stiU 
have  nearly  as  mach  as  I  know  how  to  use — 
more,  certunly,  than  I  have  at  all  times  made 
a  good  use  of— and,  as  fen-  power,  what  charms 
can  it  have  for  one  like  me  ?   Sir,  if  power 
had  been  my  object,  I  must  have  been  less  sa- 
gacious than  my  worst  enemies  have  represent- 
ed me  to  be,  (nnlesa,  indeed,  those  who  would 
have  kindly  sunt  me  up  in  bedlami,)  if  I  had 
not  obtained  it.  I  may  appeal  to  all  my  friends 
to  say  whether  "there  have  not  been  timea 
when  I  stood  in  sach  favor  in  the  closet,  that 
there  must  have  been  somethiiq;  very  extrava- 
gant and  unreasonable  in  my  wishes,  if  tfaer 
might  not  all  have  been  gratified."    Vas  it 
office  t   "What,  sir,  to  drudge  in  your  laborato- 
ries in  the  Deportments,  or  to  be  at  the  tul  of 
the  eorpt  diplomatique  in  Europe  t   Aia^,  nr, 
in  my  condition,  a  .cup  of  cold  water  would  be 
mwe  acceptable.   Sir,  what  can  the  eoontiy 
give  me  tliat  I  do  not  possess  in  the  omfidoiee 
of  sndi  constitnents  as  no  man  evw  had 
fore  ?  EiCf  I  could  retire  to  my  own  patrimo- 
nial tree^  where  I  mi^t  see  &e  son  rite  and 
set  in  peaoe.  Sir,  as  I  was  returning,  the  otbw 
evening,  from  the  Capitol,  I  saw — wiat  bos 
bean  a  rare  a^t  htn-  this  winter— the  sa^ 
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dippioff  his  broad  disc  among  the  trees  behind 
those  Virginia  hills,  not  alla}^ng  hia  glowing 
axle  in  the  steep  AUantio  itream — and  I  asked 
mjreeU;  if,  with  Uiia  Book  of  Nature  imndled 
before  me,  I  was  not  the  most  foolish  of  men 
to  be  etmgi^ing  and  sonflBIng  here,  in  this  heat- 
ed and  impure  atmosptiere,  where  the  play  is 
not  worth  the  candle;  but  then  the  truth 
rushed  upon  mj  mind,  that  I  was,  vainlr,  per- 
haps, but  hcmesUr,  striving  to  uphold  Uie  lib- 
erbes  of  the  people  who  sent  me  here — yes,  sir 
— for  can  those  liberties  co-exist  with  corrup- 
tion t  At  the  very  worst,  the  question  recura, 
which  will  the  more  effeotuall}'  destroy  them, 
oollosion,  bargain,  and  oorruptjon  here,  or  a 
military  despotimn  t  When  can  that  be  estab- 
bahed  orer  ns!  Never,  the  Oospeea  has 
beoome  o^oiu  uid  contemptlUe  In  the  eyes  <rf 
the  perato— I  have  leanied  from  the  Ugh- 
estof  all  authority,  that  the  first  step  towards 
]mttiiig  on  inoormption  is  the  pnttii^  off  oor- 
roptioD.  That  reooUeotion  nerves  me  in  the 
preaent  oonteet;  for  I  know  that,  if  we  sao- 
eeed,  I  eheH  hold  over  the  head  of  those  who 
raeoeed  the  present  incumbent,  a  rod,  which 
th^  will  not  dare,  even  if  ^ey  had  the  incli- 
nation, to  disobey.  Hiey  will  tremble  at  the 
ponishment  of  their  predecessws.  Sir,  if  we 
suooeed,  we  shall  restore  the  ooustitntion — we 
sh^l  redren  the  injury  done  to  the  people — we 
■hall  regenerate  the  country.  If  the  Adminis- 
tratis which  ensues  ^all  be  as  bad  as  the 
chancter  of  the  oppo^ng  candidate  (Ocneral 
JaobKm)  is  repruented  by  his  bitterest  foes  to 
be,  srtUI  I  had  rather  it  were  in  the  seat  of 
power  than  the  present  dynasty,  because  it  will 
nave  been  fairly  elected.  The  fbuntain  of  its 
aotiiority  will  not  have  been  poisoned  at  the 
source.  But,  sir,  if  we  perish  under  the  spas- 
modic efforts  of  those  now  in  power  to  rein- 
state themselves  on  the  throne,  our  fate  will  be 
a  soered  one— and  who  would  wish  to  survive 
itt— 4lieTft  will  be  nothlog  left  in  the  country 
worth  any  man's  possession.  after  sudi  an 
appeid  as  has  been  made  to  tiie  pet^de,  and  a 
migwi^  has  been  brought  into  this  and  the 
oOaa  House  of  Congress,  this  Admiuistratitm 
■hall  be  able  to  triumph,  it  will  prove  that 
there  is  a  rottenness  in  our  institutions,  whioh 
on^t  to  render  them  unworthy  of  an^  man's 
regwd— or,  my  "ohurohyard  cough  "  gives  me 
the  solemn  warning,  that,  whatever  part  I  shall 
take  in  the  ohase,  I  may  fail  of  being  in  at  the 
death — should  think  myself  the  basest  and 
the  meaneet  of  men — I  care  not  what  the  opin- 
ion of  the  world  might  be— I  should  know  my- 
self to  be  a  scoundrel,  and  should  not  oare  who 
else  knew  it,  if  I  could  permit  any  motive, 
connected  with  the  division  of  the.  spoil,  to 
minf^  in  tfaia  matter  witit  my  poor,  but  best 
ezertbms  fbr  the  welflve  ct  my  country.  If 
gentlemen  suppose  I  am  giving  pledges,  they 
are  mistaken^I  give  none — they  are  entitied 
to  Dooe— 4nd  I  gtVe  none.  Sir,  I  shall  retire 
npon  my  own  resources — I  will  go  back  to  the 
bosom  of  'raj  oon^tQenta— to  such  oonstitu- 
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ents  as  man  never  had  before,  and  never  will 
have  again — and  I  shall  receive  from  tiiem  the 
only  reward  that  I  ever  looked  for,  but  the 
highest  that  man  can  receive— the  uniTerMd 
expresrion  of  their  approbation—of  their  thanfaL 
I  shall  read  it  in  their  beaming  faces — I  shall 
feel  it  in  thdr  gratulating  hands.  The  veir 
children  will  climb  around  my  knees  to  wel- 
come me.  And  shall  I  {pve  up  them,  and  this! 
And  fbr  what  t  For  the  heartless  amusements, 
and  vapid  pleasures,  and  tarnished  honors,  of 
tills  abode  of  splendid  misery,  and  of  shabby 
splendor  t  For  a  clerkship  in  theWarOffiofl^ 
or  a  Foreign  Mission,  to  dance  attendance 
abroad,  instead  of  at  home— or  even  for  a  De- 
partment itselft  Sir,  thirtv  years  m^e  sad 
changes  In  a  man.  When  1  first  was  hon(M«d 
with  their  oonfldanee,  I  was  a  rery  young 
man,  and  my  omutftaents  stood  in  almost  p^ 
rental  rel^i<m  to  m&  and  I  reoitived  fi-om  them 
the  indulgence  of  a  beloved  son.  But  the  old 
patriardis  of  tikat  day  have  been  gathered  to 
their  fathers — some  adnlta  remain,  whom  I  look 
upon  as  my  brethren ;  but  the  far  greater  part 
were  children — ^little  children — or  have  o<Hne 
into  the  world  since  my  pQl)lio  life  l>^an.  I 
know  among  them  grsudfathers,  and  men  mus- 
ter-free, who  were  boys  at  school,  when  I  first 
took  my  seat  in  Congress.  Time,  the  mighty 
reformer  and  innovator,  has  silently  snd  uow- 
ly,  but  surely,  changed  the  relation  between 
us ;  and  I  now  stand  to  them,  in  loco  parmiigf 
in  the  place  of  a  ftther,  and  reodva  from  than 
a  truly  filial  reverence  and  regard.  Tes,  sir, 
they  are  my  children— who  resent,  with  the 
quick  love  of  children,  all  my  wrongs,  real  or 
supposed.  To  them  I  shall  return,  if  we  are 
defeated,  for  alt  of  consolation  that  awaits  me 
on  this  side  of  the  grave.  I  feel  that  I  hang  to 
existence  but  by  a  ^ngle  hur— 4hat  the  sword 
of  Damocles  is  suspended  over  me. 

If  we  succeed,  we  shall  have  given  a  new 
lease  to  the  life  of  the  constitution.  But, 
should  we  f«l,  I  warn  gentiemen  not  to  poor 
ont  tfaefr  regrets  on  Oeneral  Jaokson.  He  wiB 
be  the  first  to  disdain  than.  The  object  of  onr 
cause  has  been,  not  to  ndse  Andrew  Jackson  to 
the  Z^esideney — ^be  his  merits  what  they  may 
—its  otject  MB  been  the  tignal  and  oontUgn 
pimiflhment  of  those  public  servants,  on  whom, 
if  they  be  not  gnil^,  the  TOry  itnmgest  snapl- 
cion  <H  guilt  most  erw  Justly  rest. 


Batdbdat,  February  S. 

JBetreneJmmt. 
The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolutiona  of  Mr,  Ohilton,  with  the 
amendment  pn^Kwed  thereto  by  Mr.  Blakb,  as 
modified. 

iSr.  BaaawxKt  said  he  dionld  be  sorry  to 
have  it  known  how  much  difficulty  he  had  had 
to  overcome  the  repn^ance  he  felt  to  make  any 
demand  upon  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
House  in  this  debate.  If  known  to  others,  to 
the  extent  he  had  felt  it  hinuel^  he  was  afraid 


Retrtmekmtmt. 
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it  would  be  deemed  an  abeolate  weaknets.  He 

had  been,  for  some  time,  he  «aid,  out  of  the 
Honae.  Great  changes  had  taken  place  in  its 
ocnnpontioa  doling  that  period.  There  were 
many  members  to  whom  he  was  a  strangw.  It 
seemed  to  him  also,  that  there  was  a  change  in 
the  kind  of  demand  they  made  on  each  other. 
Nothing  appeared  to  him  likely  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Honse— Jading  from  what  he 
had  witnessed — unless  it  was  piquant,  highly 
seasoned,  and  pointed  with  indiviaual  and  per- 
sonal allodon.  For  thia,  he  was  neither  pre- 
pared nor  qualified.  He  would  take  up  as  little 
time  as  possible,  and,  as  &r  as  he  ooofd,  would 
avoid  all  topics  thst  were  likely  to  irritate  and 
inflame.  He  woold  not  here  treat  ct  the  great 
question  which  agitates  the  people  of  tliis  na- 
non,  and  upon  which,  as  one  of  the  peopIcL  he 
had  a  decided  opinion.  If  touched  at  all,  it 
would  be  inddraitally,  as  the  natural  oonse- 
cmence  of  remarks  up<ni  the  suUeot  before  the 
House,  and  of  the  facta  he  should  hare  to  state, 
and  not  as  a  principal  point. 

It  was  one  thing,  ha  s^d,  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion like  that  under  consideratioo,  and  another 
to  vote  upon  it  after  it  had  been  offered.  The 
gentleman  from  Eentnoky,  he  hoped,  would 
oimuder  him  as  ^waking  with  entire  respect 
for  his  motives  and  Tiews.  Bnt,  for  himself 
he  must  say,  that  he  (ICr.  8.)  would  not  have 
offered  the  resolution ;  yet,  being  bnnight  for- 
ward, he  would  not  rote  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table,  nor  to  make  any  other  disposiUon  of  it, 
tiiat  would  prevent  the  proposed  inquiry  from 
having  a  fall  discuBsion  and  free  course.  The 
reasons  for  both  these  oonclusions  appeared  to 
him  to  be  perfectly  satisfoctory. 

He  would  not,  he  said,  have  proposed  such  a 
resolntiMi,  because  he  tnouf^ht  it  must  be  un- 
avuling.  It  waa  too  extennve  for  any  praeti- 
ea!  purpose  it  lumed  at  too  mneh.  It  em- 
Ivaeed  the  whole  badness  of  Oongreas.  It 
was  onr  do^,  he  s^  to  take  oare  titat  tiie 
pnUio  afiUrs  wne  carried  on,  in  the  most 
wofltable  manner  for  the  people,  and  with  tiie 
least  public  burthen.  And  this  was  not  pe- 
enliarly  the  duty  of  Oongreas  at  any  one  time, 
but  at  all  times.  It  waa  the  great  end  and  ob- 
ject of  our  labors  and  our  care,  and  ou^t  to 
be  of  diUly  application  by  all  of  us.  He  thought 
it  too  much,  to  devolve  upon  a  taaiA«  conmiit- 
tee  the  whole  of  that  which  was  ue  common 
oonoem  and  care  of  Ckingress. 

He  thought  it  unnecessary.  Every  inquiry 
proposed  by  this  resolution,  was  already  pro- 
vided for,  in  accordance  with  the  dnty  of  the 
House,  by  the  appointment  of  committees,  to 
l^ve  effect  to  the  great  guards  of  the  constitu- 
aon,  within  their  respective  sphwes.  No  mon- 
ey can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasunr,  but  in  pur- 
suance of  appropriations  made  by  law.  No 
ofBcer  can  be  appointed,  bnt  under  the  author- 
Ity  of  the  constitution  or  the  laws.  No  salary 
osn  be  affixed  to  an  oiBoe  but  t^^  the  same  war- 
nat.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Usans— « 


■t^wHing  committee  of  Hie  House — acta  npon 
estimates  fdmi^ed  by  every  departnmit  of  tbs 
Gtovemment.  When  called  upon  to  report  ip- 
propriations,  they  compare  these  estimates  wiw 
existing  laws  and  existing  exigencies,  and  r»- 
port  only  such  as  are  Justined  by  law.  Whan 
they  report  the  apj^priation  bills,  each  item 
of  them  is  subject  to  the  revision  of  every 
member  of  this  House.  The  aimual  appropria- 
tion bill  brings  every  thin^  under  review.  The 
House  itself  u  to  examine  in  detail,  and  see  that 
all  is  in  conformity  with  the  law.  Have  we 
uoL  too,  committees  on  the  eaqieo^tnrss  af 
each  Department!  And  a  ConuaitteB  on  the 
Public  Expentttoroa,  to  make  a  Idomial  CKsm- 
ination,  and  see  that  the  moneys  have  been 
&ithfully  applied,  aocording  to  the  ^pit^iria- 
tions,  and  ftilly  accounted  for  I  He  would  not 
speak  at  present  of  the  manner  in  which  Con- 
gress makes  appropriations,  nor  how  they  are 
to  be  accounted  for,  particularly  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  House,  or  of  any  of  the  Depart- 
ments. But  he  would  say  this — if  there  be  any 
appointment  not  authorized  by  law,  or  any  sal- 
ary paid,  which  the  law  does  iu>t  authorise,  let 
the  specific  abuse  be  pointed  out,  and  traced  to 
Its  source,  so  that  the  offence  and  the  offendw 
niaj  be  known.  He  knew  of  none  sndi. 

There  was  still  another  reason  why  he  shoold 
not  have  brought  forward  such  a  resolutioi^— 
he  spoke  sinoM^Iy,  and,  after  listening  to  thia 
debate,  as  well  as  making  some  examinatioa 
for  himself— there  was  no  baas  laid  for  the 
resolution,  as  there  ought  to  be,  by  showing 
that  there  was  abuse  or  extravagant  expendi- 
ture, or  such  a  state  of  things  as  rendered  a 
general  inquiry  necessary,  either  for  the  pur- 
pose of  immediate  correeticni,  or,  as  had  beca 
intimated,  to  procure  materials  for  a  more  pro- 
pitious moment.  The  etmctore  of  this  Gov- 
ernment was  not  the  work  ttf  a  di^.  He  did 
not  speak  of  the  «mstituti«t,  bnt  of  the  ftbrio 
which  had  iMen  oonstmeted  under  the  eonsli- 
tution,  fbr  effectuating  its  grest  purposes.  It 
had  not  been  built  up  at  one  time,  but  by  soo* 
cessive  and  continued  exotiima  of  suooeanvs 
Legislaturea.  It  wss  not  the  wtn-k  of  one  par^ 
but  of  all  ti>e  parties  wbioh  had  existed  m  the 
United  States.  Begun  by  one,  extended  and 
enlarged  by  another;  at  one  time,  perbapi^ 
carried  too  far,  and  then  somewhat  redueed,  so 
as  to  adapt  it  to  the  state  of  the  country.  Bnt 
In  such  reduction,  always  following  the  only 
course  that  can  lead  to  any  practical  remit — 
that  of  examining  it  item  by  item,  and  piece  1^^ 
piece.  It  was  not  now  the  posasssion  of  one 
set  of  men,  nor  of  one  par^,  but  of  the  whde 
people  of  t^e  United  Statea,  1^  whose  imme- 
diate Representatives  it  had  thna  be<Hi  eon* 
structed.  The  L^islature  was  created  by  the 
constitution — its  pay  and  expensea  are  rega- 
lated  by  itsell  llie  Executive  too,  was  estab- 
lished by  the  constituti<m.  The  sobordinsle 
officers  have  been  created  by  Oongreas,  and  in- 
creased aooording  to  the  growing  wants  of  this 
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expanding  uidon.  Thdr  pay  and  •molmnenta 
hare  been  fixed  bjr  Omgrasa.  Even  the  nam- 
ber  clerks  in  eadi  D^Mrtment,  and  the  pay 
of  every  clerk,  is  regulated  and  ascertained  by 
lav.  It  had,  inde^,  been  remarked  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  RutDOLpa,)  that 
the  contftigent  expenaea  of  this  House  had  in- 
creased in  a  much  greater  ratio  than  its  num- 
bers; that,  in  twenty  years,  ^e  numbers  of 
the  members  had  only  doubled,  and  the  ex- 
penses were  nearly  qoadrapled.  This  matter 
U  eatireiy  under  the  regulation  of  the  House. 
If  the  expense  be  too  great,  let  it  be  checked 
and  oontroUed,  by  limiting,  if  it  be  possible, 
those  braaehes  of  serrioe  wUoh  oocamon  the 
expense.  But  he  did  not  believe  the  numerical 
argument  pretasely  oorreet,  or  that,  in  this 
case,  2  and  8  would  neoessorily  only  moke  four. 
When  it  was  oousidered  that  this  confederation 
now  embraoed  twenty  four  States,  and  three 
Territories ;  when  we  omiBidered  the  extent  of 
the  country,  and  the  space  through  which  in- 
formaticm  waa  to  be  diffused;  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  great  error  to  suppose  the  expenses 
would  increase  only  according  to  the  increase 

the  number  of  Kcpreseotatives.  He  rather 
thou^L  Uiat,  like  the  price  of  plate,  glara,  or 
dismooos,  they  woviA  increase  in  somewhat  of 
e  getHnetrieal  r^io.  The  greater  part  of  the 
eqtense,  howerer.  It  was  obvions  was  Incurred 
tor  the  purpose  of  ^ving  infonnation,  and  this 
Tsa  an  objected  too  much  importance  to  be 
sacrificed  for  the  pnrpose  of  saving  expense. 

The  establishments  of  the  coontry  nad  been 
formed  in  the  sune  way — the  Army,  the  Navy, 
the  foreign  intercourse.  On  what  basis  do 
they  stand  I  Each  on  the  footing  upon  which 
it  has  been  deliberately  placed  by  Congress, 
sfter  oareAilly  conndering  what  the  public  ser- 
vice required,  and  what  they  were  respectively 
WOTth.  There  have  been  error — ^nothing 
human  ia  exempt  firam  Uatnli^  to  error.  Some- 
thnes,  however,  it  is  tmpoted  with  nqjust  se- 
TBrity.  But,  if  there  be  error,  let  it  be  m^ted 
out,  examined,  and  oorreeted.  Thoe  let  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  apply  the  remedj,  at  the 
point  where  the  evil  exists. 

There  was  on  additional  reason  why  he 
would  not  have  offered  snoh  a  resolution,  and 
MpedoUy  at  the  present  moment.  He  would 
•tste  it  freely.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought 
it  proper  to  say,  that  he  had  no  doubt  the  reso- 
lution was  furly  and  honestly  meant,  and  for 
the  direct  purpose  for  which  the  mover  himself 
bad  stated.  He  (the  mover)  thought,  and  some 
<tf  his  constituents  thought,  that  there  were 
ptdnts  ia  whidi  refivm  was  necessary,  and  that 
they  might  be  embraoed  by  a  general  inquiry. 
Bnt  his  (ICr.  S.'b)  oiyeetion  to  himself  bringira 
forward  snoh  a  resolution  was  this :  a  generu 
^cgalion  of  exUavegance  and  abuse,  suofa  as 
uie  resolution  seems  to  apply,  cannot  be  ac- 
curately and  satisfactorily  met.  It  is  impossi- 
ble, whatever  may  be  the  fiut,  to  ^ve  it  a  de- 
nunstrative  fefotation,  beoaase  it  preaeoti  no 
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specifie BUljJeetfordlaensBiMi.  Itmaydohann: 
it  is  oalonliUed  to  spread  abroad  aa  opinion  that 
abuse  ud  eztravaganoe  exbt,  and  are  allowed 
here,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  under  the  vttj 
eye  of  Congress.  It  was  calculated  to  weaken 
the  attachment  of  the  people  to  the  Govern- 
ment— not  to  the  Administration — he  did  not 
mean  that — not  to  this  set  of  men  in  power,  or 
to  that  set  of  men — ^bnt  to  the  Government  it- 
self;  and  to  give  point  to  an  inquiry  he  hod 
seen  in  a  newspaper  with  great  r^p^t — of  what 
advantage  or  use  is  this  Oovernment  to  the 
people  ? — ^Thia  is  especially  the  ease  where  the 
alleoation  iooludes  ourselves. 

Tnere  was  one  part  of  the  resolution  to  whidh 
he  had  the  strongest  repugnance  as  a  subject  of 
discussion.  He  never  had  disonssed  it  sod  be 
did  not  think  he  ever  would.  He  retinred  to 
the  inquiry  about  our  own  pay.  The  amount 
of  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  has  never 
been  altered  but  once  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  (Mr.  Rahdolph — Twice.)  Twice 
altered  the  mode  of  compensation,  the  amount 
bnt  once.  The  per  diem  now  allowed  was  in- 
tended to  be  about  equal  in  substance  (he  bad 
no  exact  calculation)  to  the  per  annum  allowed 
by  the  compensation  law.  Two  dollars  a  day 
and  no  more  hod  been  added  to  the  pay  fixed 
at  the  organizatitm  of  the  Government.  This 
could  not  be  deemed  an  extravagant  or  exor> 
bitant  addition.  He  looked  back,  he  said,  to 
the  period  of  that  law  (compensation  law)  with 
great  regret.  Not  that  he  tiiougbt  the  per  an- 
num compensation  injurious  in  principle,  or 
wrong  in  amount,  but  he  regretted  extremely 
that  uie  pablic  mind  should  have  been  agitated 
as  it  was  by  such  a  question.  He  would  rather 
have  fore^ne  any  advantage  to  himself.  No : 
the  advantage  was  not  worth  estimsting — he 
would  rather  have  foregone  the  whole  pi^  for 
the  time,  thui  have  b^  instrumental  in  ftir- 
nishing  snob  a  canse  for  regret. 

Matters  of  revenue  and  ezpoiditnre,  neoea- 
sarily  sounded  in  figures.  He  would  not  oon- 
tradict  those  who  seemed  to  think  that  even 
figures  might  deceive ;  hut  he  would  say  that 
he  did  not  know  how  such  a  subject  could  be 
understood  without  resorting  to  them.  It  was 
a  matter  of  calculation  after  all ;  and  nothing 
but  calculation,  however  tedious  the  process, 
would  read  to  sure  results.  He  did  not  intend 
to  restrict  himself^  in  this  inquiry,  to  the  term 
of  the  present  Administration.  Beginning 
with  the  peace,  when  the  nation  was  liberated 
from  the  extiaordinary  demands  of  war,  he 
would  embrace  the  wluue  period  of  the  last  Ad- 
ministration, (which  one  gentleman  had  said 
he  thoujriit  was  wasteful  and  pnidigal,)  and  aa 
much  of  the  time  of  the  present  Administration 
as  bad  already  expired,  in  order  to  show  that 
there  had  been,  and  still  continued  to  be,  a 
wise  and  economical  manaoementof  the  affairs 
of  the  country.  What  had  been  accomplished 
during  that  Mriodt 

Frma  the  Treaaozy  report  ctf  1816,  it  a^em 
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that  the  pvblio  debt  waa  then  estimated  (80th 
Bept«mber,  1610)  at       -      |lia,IU0,568  46 

»  Snl^eot,"  the  reporta  tdda. 
**to  oo^ddenble  oliaiigfls 
additioiia,'*  eatfnutod  at  -         7,000,000  00 

Ibldogfttotalof  -      ♦128,681^658  46 


There  wem,  besides,  large  floating  clums 
growing  oat  of  the  war,  for  which  Oongress 
has  been  obliged,  from  time  to  time,  to  make 
proTiaion.  The  pnblio  debt,  therefore,  in  Jan- 
nai^,  1816,  was,  in  nmnd  nomben)  one  hundred 
and  twenty  six  mllMona  and  a  half  of  doUan, 
What  ia  it  novf  Nwninallx,  sixfy'aevea  mil- 
Bona.  Bat,  of  thk  af^r^ate,  aeren  millionfl 
were  th«  snbsoription  to  the  Bmk  of  the  United 
States,  for  which  we  have  the  same  amonnt  in 
stock  of  equal  or  ctf  greats  valne.  Dednetthat 
mm,  and  the  total  debt  is  bnt  sixty  milUona. 
6o  that,  daring  the  period  of  aboat  twelve 
years,  beginning  immediately  after  the  war, 
there  has  been  an  extlngoiutment  of  debt  to 
the  amoont  of  rather  more  than  nxty-six  mil- 
Uona.  Bat  this  is  not  alL  There  baa  been 
created,  dnring  the  same  time,  a  debt  of  five 
miUioQS  of  dollars  to  porohase  Florida— that  ii, 
to  pay  the  olums  of  oar  own  dtizena,  stipulated 
hj  ma  tnaXr  with  ^pain  to  be  paid  as  the  prioe 
of  that  panuiaae.  Tnis  ram  being  added,  aa  it 
ong^  to  be,  fh«re  ia  an  aggregate  of  seTenty- 
one  millSona,  or  nearly  dx  millionB  of  dollars  a 
year,  dnring  the  whole  of  that  period,  besides 
paying  the  mterest  of  the  debt,  the  expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  maUng  Uberal  provisions 
for  the  pnblic  service.  This  Is  something.  Bnt 
mnoh  more  hod  been  done.  For  what  he  was 
aboQt  to  say,  he  referred  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  year 
1616.  At  the  head  of  that  committee  was  a 
gentleman  who  ooold  not  be  remembered  with- 
out fBelings  of  deep  regret  at  the  pnblic  loss 
■nati^ned  by  Ua  early  deatli.  B«  poaeeised,  in 
ea  nnoommon  degree,  the  oonfldeiioe  of  uiis 
House,  and  he  well  deserved  it  With  so  mnch 
knowledge,  and  with  powers  whidi  enabled 
hfan  to  ^^ht  and  to  instroet  the  Home,  there 
was  nnitea  ao  mnoh  gentienesa  and  kindness, 
and  soch  real  anafibcted  modesty,  that  yoo 
were  already  prepared  to  be  snbdned  before  he 
exerted  his  command ing  powers  of  argnment 
He  spoke,  he  said,  of  t£e  public  loss.  Ab  to 
the  individoal  himself;  (the  late  William 
Lowndes,  of  Soatfa  Oarollna,)  he  had  lived 
long  enongh  to  aoqidre  the  best  poasible  repn- 
tation— >«  rspotation  earned  by  a  wdl-spent 
UHb;  Bnt  to  retnra  to  the  immediate  satgeet 
It  ^pearad  from  Uie  report,  that,  at  the  polod 
rrfiured  to^  (1816,)  tfam  was  a  direct  tax  of 
more  than  five  millions  and  a  half;  there 
were  internal  tarn,  consisting  of  licenses  to 
distillers,  tax  on  carriages,  licenses  to  retailers, 
anot^on  duties,  tax  on  fomitnre,  on  manofac- 
torea,  excise  on  distilled  spirits,  and  iocreMed 
postage  to  the  unonnt  of  seven  millions,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  more  than  twelve  millions 


jTanoiar,  im. 

and  a  half  of  dollars.  From  all  t^  weight  of 
burthen,  the  peo|de  of  thia  oonntry  had  besa 
reliered.    Above  twelve  millions  and  a  half 

of  revenue  bad  been  sarrenderad.  Yet  the  in. 
ter^  of  the  pnblic  debt,  amonntiog,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  }>eriod,  to  more  thai}  lix  ndl- 
lions  of  doUars  per  annum,  bad  been  duly  pud; 
the  daims  growing  out  of  the  war,  of  very 
large  amonnt,  had  been  paid ;  the  Army  estab- 
lishment supported;  the  Navy  maintained 
and  an^ented ;  a  system  of  fortifloatiMU  es- 
tablished and  prosecnted,  commensurate  with 
the  wants  of  the  country ;  the  claims  under  th« 
trea^  witii  Spain  had  been  satisfied ;  the  reg- 
ular operations  <tf  tiie  Government  oanied  m ; 
and,  berides  oeoarional  ^propriationa  by  Caa- 
gross,  a  permanent  pronsioD  (a  heayj  dna^ 
on  the  Treasnry  but  well  applied)  had  beta 
made  for  adding  to  the  comforts  of  the 
dining  years  of  the  veterans  of  the  RevdtitioB, 
Bomethmg,  not  inconsiderable,  too,  bad  beea 
done  in  internal  improvemeut  ^d,  during 
the  same  period  as  he  had  alrrady  stated,  ser- 
enty  millions  had  been  piud  off  of  the  priacipd 
of  the  public  debt  Of  this  amount  he  thoo^t 
it  ^per  to  add,  more  than  sixteen  noUions 
(prmcipal  of  the  puUio  debt)  had  been  p^ 
during  the  preaent  Administration. 

A  Government  which  has  effected  Ada,  he 
add,  would  seem  to  be  entitled  to  tiie  pniae 
of  being  wise  and  eoonomloal,  at  least  until  the 
c<mtrary  ai^eared  by  some  proof  of  experieoGfl^ 
And  what  is  our  position  now  t  There  is  no 
internal  tax,  no  direet  burthen — ^the  ezpemes 
of  our  Government  are  entirely  defrayed  hj 
the  indirect  taxation  of  the  customs.  We  are 
in  the  fall  enjoyment  of  civil,  reli^na,  and  polit- 
ical liberfy,  to  an  extent  without  example ;  and 
last,  not  least,  there  is  as  much  abetinence  on 
the  part  of  t^e  Government,  in  the  exemise  of 
its  powers  over  individuals,  as  can  pos^bly  be 
observed :  much  greater  than  any  known  Got* 
emment  ever  di^  or  now  doee  observe.  We 
enjcj  under  It  ample  proteetion,  and  yrt  ire 
never  feel  Its  pressure.  We  know  of  itoexiit* 
ence  only  by  we  benefits  it  confers. 

Out  of  the  income  and  revenue  of  the  ooun- 
try,  ten  millimis  a  year  are  irrevocably  destined 
as  a  dnking  fond,  to  extinguidi  Ae  public  debt 
The  process  is  rapidly  going  on.  Be  voold 
repeat  the  aecorate  and  aatisfiujtory  statement 
whitdi  had  been  made  by  his  o^eague,  (Mr. 
SrawAXT.)  The  annual  appropriation  ii  mora 
than  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  debts  at  the  period 
when,  by  the  terms  of  the  several  loans,  itii 
redeemable.  The  whole  may  be  pdd  off  in  tbs 
year  1886,  and  a  large  sorpltta  aooarnnlsted  ta 
the  TreanOT.  After  that  poiod,  the  pnM>* 
revenne  will  noeed,  by  at  least  ten  ndluou  of 
dolUrS)  the  wants  of  tiieGovenmHnt,  and  mtf 
be  aooordugly  rednoed.  BaA  is  oar  eoam- 
tion,  and  fluch  our  prospects. 

Bnt  there  ia  other  proof  more  predse,  sod  in 
some  respects,  more  satis&etory,  upon  thb 
point  of  wise  eoosicmj.  What  are  the  total 
wpen^tores  of  tiie  Qovemmenti  the  pabSo 
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debtindndedf  Let m tBk» the jear  182e.  It 
■fliwdB  a  bettor  bwlB  dun  the  Tear  joat  ended, 
beeanw  H  !■  all  matter  of  eiaet  knowledge,  and 
no  part  estimated.  The  whole  expenditnre  ii 
aboot  twenty-foar  miUioiu  of  dollars.  The 
popolatioo  of  the  Uoited  States  at  the  present 
moment  is  not  exaotlj  known.  Bat,  npon  the 
lowest  estimate  that  can  be  reasonably  formed, 
this  ezpenditare  U  less  than  two  dollars  for 
each  inoiTidnal  oomporing  it.  How  then  oan 
H  be  snimMed,  as  It  seemed  to  be  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virg^a,  (Ur.  Ttcm,)  that  the 
oompariflon  with  Ufaer  oonntriea  would  be  disad- 
vaatageoos  to  ns?  There  is  no  comparison  in 
the  ease.  Take  the  OoTerament  ta  England, 
for  example.  The  taxation  there,  aoeorwDg  to 
the  latest  statement  I  have  seen,  taking  an 
areraM  <tf  five  yeara,  ending  in  1898^  is  no  less 
than  nffy-three  millims  sterling,  and  the  pfr- 
roehial  taxes  are  stated  at  seven  millions  mor& 
making  s  total  of  sixty  millions.  This  is  eqnai 
to  three  pounds  sterling  a  head  of  the  whole  pop- 
ulation, or  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange,  fif- 
teen dollars  a  head.  Bnt  he  nnderstood  the 
member  from  Vii^nia  (Mr.  Flotd)  to  say,  that 
ve  most  add  the  expense  of  oor  State  Qovern- 
mants  and  local  chatges,  and,  thoae  being  added, 
our  Gorenunent  woold  appear  to  be  an  ex* 
peuiTe  one.  In  the  Sb^  which  he  (Mr.  S.) 
Bad  the  hcmor  in  part  to  represent,  th««  were 
no  taxes  for  the  SQpport  of  Qovernment.  The 
only  State  taxes  emdng,  were  some  which 
had  been  reoentiy  impoaeo,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  a  great  system  of  benefieUl  im- 
provement, which  conld  not,  with  any  pro- 
priety, enter  into  the  calcolation.  The  in>oper 
expenses  of  the  State  Government  did  not,  ac- 
cording to  h^  recollection — ^he  spoke  merely 
from  memory — exceed  ten  or  fifteen  oents  for 
each  of  the  people.  As  to  local  charges  of 
van  OUR  kinds,  it  would  be  snffioient  to  say, 
that,  if  they  were  to  be  added  on  one  side,  they 
mast  also,  for  the  purpose  of  oompariaon,  b« 
added  on  the  other.  They  existed  everywhere. 
If  we  pay  In  onr  oities  and  towns  for  pavii^  li g^t- 
hig  and  oleantdng,  are  they  exempt  from  similar 
cuargea  tai  En^^andf  If  we  pay  for  water,  do 
not  tiiey  pay  too  ?  These  charges  are,  in  fact 
mly  eqaivalents  for  comforts  we  obtain,  and 
which  are  better  and  more  cheaply  obtained 
by  ocmmon  oontribation.  No  one  is  exempt 
£ram  tiiem.  He  who  lives  in  the  country  must 
titiHer  forego  these  things  (some  of  them  he 
Bttnot  diBpense  with)  or  procure  them  at  his 
Own  expense.  He  moat  nnk  his  own  well  to 
RetwateTf  and  it  will  eoet  him  mwe.  He  mnst 
go  onlidited  In  the  daric,  or  he  most  oany  his. 
own  light.  He  moat  make  his  own  path.  If 
he  wa»  to  a  plaoe  where  he  oannot  put  down 
his  foot,  he  most  himself  lay  down  a  log  or  a 
"tone  to  step  npon.  He  repeated,  therefore, 
that  these  chaises,  local  ones,  were  only  equiv- 
alents foK,  oonuorts  which  could  not  be  too 
^«aply  had  in  any  other  way.  They  were  no 
pvt  the  present  calculation. ,  He  then  sud 
this  WM  Car  toe  cheapest  Goveonmeat — it  made 
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less  ezaotiona  of  any  sort  from  the  citizen. 
This  was  a  Mr  gromkd  for  pnamuing  tiiatit 
waa  not  waateftd  ae  extrav^ant. 

Now,  rir,  said  he,  let  us  see  how  this  annual 
expeadltnre  U  distributed.  That  will  be  coming 
nearer  to  the  very  point  in  question,  and  will  af- 
ford aatii&otory  infonnatioB.  The  total  expm- 
diture^  rejecting  fractions,  was  twenty-four  mil- 
licms.  Of  this  amount,  nearly  one-hal^  that  is^ 
eleven  milUons,  were  apphed  to  the  payment 
of  the  principal  and  interwt  of  the  public  debt. 
For  the  military  establidiment,  including  forti- 
floaticms  and  mlitary  pensiona,  six  millions  two 
hondred  tbmisand  doUara.  Fot  the  navy  four 
millions  two  hmidred  tbonaand  doUars.  All 
these  are  expmdltnrea  neeemary  for  canning 
into  effeet  laws  made  npon  deliberate  ooonder- 
ation,  and  th^  will  oontinne  to  be  neoessan- 
until  Oongress,  upon  the  same  deliberation,  shall 
think  pr(^)er  to  reduce  these  estatdishments,  or, 
(which  will  speedily  arrive,)  the  public  debt 
shall  be  paid  off.  When  that  day  comes,  the 
neoeasary  expenditure,  and  of  course  the  requi- 
site revenue,  will  be  reduced  nearly  (me-halt 
Fot  the  civil,  diplomatic  and  misoeilaneoos  ex- 
penditure (rf  the  Gtovemment,  it  appears,  there* 
fore,  that  time  is  left  only  about  two  millions 
tAx  hundred  tbousand  ddUara,  or  a  littie  more 
than  one-tenth  pwt  of  the  wtmle  expenffitnre. 

This  ezpendunre,  of  a  little  more  dun  two 
mfllions  uid  a  ban  of  ddlan,  or  rather  more 
than  one-tenth  of  the  whole  expen^tnre,  pro- 
vides for  the  following  objects :  The  whole  of 
the  L^slatnre  of  this  Union  <^  twenty-four 
States,  eontio^t  expenses  included :  the  whole 
of  the  Exeoutive^duding  the  State,  Treaaory, 
War,  and  Navy  Departinents ;  the  expenses  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  covering  a  greater 
extent  of  territory,  wad  difi^ising  a  greater 
amount  of  accommodation  than  any  other  known 
establishment  of  that  kind :  tiie  surveying  of 
the  ^Uio  hmda:  the  Mint  establishment  pf 
the  United  States:  the  Ctovemmutta  of  three 
territoriea ;  tbe  wh<^  Judiciary  of  the  United 
States:  the  ligfat-hooie  eataUiahment :  the 
whole  of  the  expenses  of  onr  foreign  inter- 
course, and  some  misedlaneona  items,  which, 
not  belonging  properly  to  anjr  other  bead,  are 
placed  under  this. 

la  it  not  rather  amazing  that  a  GoTwnment, 
extending  over  twen^-fonr  States  and  three 
Territories,  embracing  so  large  a  space,  and  so 
great  a  population,  and  providing  adequately 
for  alt,  should  be  carried  on  at  so  nnaU  an  ex- 
pense? In  other  parts  of  the  world  it  would 
aoaroely  be  oredited.  ItdoestheUgfmtlMmor 
to  the  Ooremment,  Congress  indnded.  It 
aecnw  to  me  to  ahow,  moat  aatiBfaotwilr,  that 
the  Qoremmrat,  instituted  by  the  people,  and 
for  the  people,  has,  up  to  this  moment,  been 
true  to  its  appropriate  and  charaoteristio  prin- 
ciple, of  promoting  tiie  public  welfare — and 
that  instead  of  being  anrrounded,  as  some  have 
appeared  to  ima^ne,  by  extravaganoe  and 
aouees,  we  are  still  in  the  pure  days  of  the 
Bepuluio.  If  hweafter,  abuaea  ihoold  oocnr ; 
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If  oomptioiu  shcndd  mw  up,  and  oar  iiuUta- 
tiona  be  perverted  and  orertftrowD,  the  patriot 
— for  even  then  there  wUl  be  patriots — 'Will 
look  back  to  oar  time  with  miiu^ed  adnuration 
and  regret,  as  a  portion  of  the  fiq>P7  and  hon- 
estperiod  of  our  history. 

He  said  he  had  been  very  much  stmck  with 
a  remark  made  hy  a  gentleman,  whom  he  was 
obliged  to  de»gnate  as  one  of  the  Opposition — 
that  this  was  not  a  finvorable  time  for  retrench- 
ment If  retr^chment  were  necessary  he  (Mr. 
8.)  thought  that  there  conld  be  no  more  f^vor- 
ame  time.  The  people  oonld  never  have  higher 
■eonid^  tiian  they  now  have.  For  we  are  sure 
that  this  Administration  will  be  closely  watch- 
ed, and  that  no  error,  however  Blight,  will  be 
left  undetected  and  nnezposed.  There  is  the 
most  unceasing  vifplance.  There  has  not  been, 
there  will  not  be,  a  single  particular,  that  will 
esca[>e  the  watchful  attention  of  Congress.  He 
did  not  mean  to  saj  Uiat  ita  vigilanoe  ever 
slumbered.  But,  assoredly,  it  can  never  be 
more  wide  awake  and  active  than  when  stimu- 
lated, as  it  now  is,  by  the  feelings  which  are 
admitted  to  exist  There  is  all  the  ordinary 
vigilance  and  aomethlng  more.  How  then  oan 
aboseif  always  obnoxknu  to  the  censure  of  Con- 
peaa,  hope,  at  this  time  partionlariy,  to  escspe 
exandnatitm  and  ezposaret  How  can  It  be 
believed  that  it  has  bo  escaped  t 

These  were  some  of  the  reasons  why  be 
would  not  have  felt  himself  bound  to  offer  such 
a  resolution.  They  were  not  reasons  for  op- 
posing it  when  offered  by  another,  but  rather 
for  ^ving  it  the  fullest  and  freest  course.  If, 
in  any  quarter  of  the  country,  there  is  an  im- 
presslcm  of  extravagance  or  abuse,  let  it  be  re- 
moved. If,  said  he,  any  member  of  this  House 
desires  to  institute  a  general  inqniry,  however 
nnpromising  I  may  think  it  on  account  of  its 
timing  at  too  modi,  I,  Uae  <»)e,  will  not  with- 
hold mun  him  the  (Kiportnnity,  though  the  mere 
inquiry  seems  to  imply  a  censure  upon  the 
Qavemment  or  upon  some  brandi  of  it  Such 
an  investigation  is  a  very  weighty  one.  It  re- 
quirea  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  struo- 
tare  of  the  Government,  and  of  all  its  parts. 
But  I  cannot  agree  'n'ith  the  gentleman  from 
Yirginia  and  the  gentieman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, that  it  requires  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  Executive,  nor  any  co-operation  at  all. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  who  last 
addrrased  the  House,  (Mr.  Hamilioh,)  says  the 
keya  of  the  Treaaory  are  in  the  hands  the 
Executive,  and  he  ape^s  of  the  Executive  as 
ooenpying  a  fortress  inaeceanble  to  na  without 
his  leave.  Sir,  the  keys  of  the  Treaanry  are  in 
the  hands  of  this  House,  lodged  there  by  tlie 
constitution.  The  keys  of  every  Department 
are  in  the  hands  of  this  House.  Not  an  av- 
enue, part,  or  place  in  the  Government,  that  is 
not  opeo  to  us,  when  we  command  it  to  be 
open.  We  have  an  unlimited  power  to  enter, 
examine,  and  inquire ,  We  are  not  obliged  to 
tmst  to  what  any  one  may  tell  us,  nor  to  adopt 
the  r^resentation  of  any  Head  oi  a  D^art- 


ment  I  acknowledge — and  if  the  Adminis^ 
tton  were  to  be  changed  to-morrow,  I  would 
make  the  same  abknowledgment — I  do  ac- 
knowledge that  one  concession  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  made — a  very  humble  conces- 
sion, indeed,  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government,  and  to  the  elevated  character  oi 
the  men  who  fill  those  elevated  nlacea — the 
concession  that  we  may  rely  upon  toe  troth  ct 
what  they  tell  us,  in  matters  of  fact  As  to 
<H>inion.  we  can  form  it  for  ouraelvea.  htm 
than  tiiia  cannot  be  sopposed  or  omceded. 

Time  were  othw  Kaaona,  be  ttid,  why  he 
had  not  voted  to  lay  the  rescdntion  upon  the 
table  and  wonld  not  do  so.  Such  a  vote  mi^ 
be  interpreted  into  evidence  of  a  dlspoation  to 
prevent  inquiry.  But,  espe<ually,  he  could  not 
consent  to  such  a  vote,  when  tiie  motion  was 
accompanied  with  a  remark,  often  since  r^>eat- 
ed  as  the  ground  of  it,  that  this  was  not  the 
time  for  inquiry,  retrenchment,  or  refonn. 
What  does  this  argument  amount  tot  What 
does  it  meant  It  means,  I  suppose,  what 
others  have  said — that  it  is  not  a  [vopitioas 
moment ;  that  we  cannot  en>eot  a  "  con&al  oo- 
operal^  "  oa  the  part  of  the  Executive ;  it  is 
pmnted,  tiierefiire,  directiy  at  tiie  present  Ex- 
ecutive ;  it  is  a  diarge  of  a  serious  nature,  cal- 
culated to  pn^ndice  the  Executive  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  people,  and  to  bear  upon  the 
pending  election  of  President,  to  the  injury  of 
one  of  the  candidates.  He  conld  not  give  it  bis 
sanction,  because  he  knew  nothing  to  warrant 
it.  If  refonn  and  retrenchment  were  pn^r 
and  necessary,  he  believed  Uie  present  Execu- 
tive would  give  us  his  aid  as  cheerfully  and  as 
effectually  as  any  we  could  have. 

The  gentieman  from  South  Candinm  (Ifr. 
HuoLTOir)  has  very  fk«nkly  ^ven  another  ver> 
Aoa  to  the  suggestion  that  this  is  not  the  time. 
He  wonld  be  willing  now  to  oolleet  materials 
for  refonn  and  retrenohmoit,  but  he  would  not 
be  willing  now  to  make  reform  or  retrench- 
ment, ioid  why  I  Because  he  did  not  wiA 
to  give  the  merit  of  such  a  work  to  the  presmt 
Administration,  but  to  reserve  it  for  a  fbtnre 
Administration.  This  is  candid,  undoubtedly, 
but  it  is  unsound  doctiine.  The  gentieman 
from  South  Carolina  will  be  obliged,  upon  re- 
flection, to  abandon  it  Is  it  consistent  with 
the  duty  we  owe  to  the  people,  to  postpone 
the  reform  of  abuses,  if  we  reuly  believe  it 
necessary,  in  order  that  we  may  strip  one  Ad- 
ministrmott  of  the  merit,  and  bestow  the  graoa 
of  it  upon  another  I  Is  it  not  onr  first  da^  to  do 
what  IS  required  for  promoting  the  pnUio  wd- 
fare,  and  to  do  it  at  tfae  time  when  it  Is  re> 
quired  t  Can  we  justify  ourselves  in  delaying 
it  for  any  consideration  whatever,  mnch  less 
for  such  a  one  as  that  which  bad  heea  stated! 
He  thought  not  It  would  be  entirely  at  va- 
riance with  every  notion  he  had  of  the  pr<q>w 
functions  of  Congress.  He  would  therefore 
say,  that,  so  far  as  the  motion  to  lay  npon  the 
table  was  calculated  to  do  iigury  to  the  present 
Administration,  he  was  opposed  to  it  oo  tiwt 
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ground.  And  with  tbU  dedtfation  he  was  rare 
uie  gentleman  fimn  South  Carolina  waa  too 
oandid  to  find  any  fiwtt.  Bo  &r  as  saoh  a  mo- 
tion was  calenlated  to  prevent  or  to  retard  in- 
qairy  or  reform,  or  had  the  appearance  of  being 
so  calenlated,  he  was  oppoaea  to  it,  becaaee  he 
would  not  willingly  plaoe  any  ohstmetion  in 
the  way. 

He  said  he  was  not  going  to  enter  into  the 
contest  of  orimioatioD  and  recrimination  which 
had  been  carried  on  here.  He  felt  himself  en- 
tirely nnfit  for  it.  Some  topics,  however,  had 
been  introdooed,  having  something  of  a  Bpecifio 
shuMf  npon  which  he  wonid  trouble  the  Hoose 
with  a  nw  observations.  The  diplomatic  In- 
tcroonrae  <tf  the  oonntry  has  been  ona^ed  with 
eztravaganoB  and  mismanagement;  and  with 
what  may  perhaps  be  termed  want  of  taste  in 
its  style.  He  understood  a  gentleman  frcnn 
Virginia  (Mr.  Flotd)  to  contend,  that  the 
whole  character  of  our  foreign  intercourse 
onght  to  be  changed.  If  the  aUowance  to  our 
Ministers  was  too  low,  he  (Mr.  Flotd)  would 
agree  to  raise  it ;  but  they  should  come  home 
when  the  business  was  done.  There  should 
be  no  permanent  missions  in  other  countries — 
no  Ministers  rem^lng  abroad.  This,  said  Mr. 
8.,  woold  be  an  entire  change  of  the  ^^tem 
acted  upon  by  the  Gorenunent  ever  since  its 
foimdation.  It  ought  not  to  he  adopted  with- 
oat  being  thoroughly  considered.  He  would 
appeal,  uien,  to  the  House  whether,  iu  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  any  civilized  nation 
was  at  liberty  to  withhold,  or  refuse  the  ordi- 
nary and  established  duties  of  courtesy  and 
hospitality  f  If  she  claim  to  be  of  the  family 
of  civilized  nations,  and  wish  to  maintain  the 
relations  of  peace  and  commerce,  is  it  in  her 
power  to  withdraw  herself  from  associating 
with  them,  upon  the  terms,  and  in  the  manner, 
which  the  common  convenience  has  settled? 
An  individual  may  shut  himself  up  in  his  house 
— 4nay  refuse  to  virit — may  d^rmine  th^  he 
wiU  neither  give  nor  receive  invitations :  If  he 
do,  it  will  not  only  he  at  the  expense  of  much 
innooeot  gratification  to  himself^  and  at  the  ex- 
pense, too,  of  many  great  advantages  to  himself, 
but  it  will  be  a  positive  injury  and  wrong  to 
society ;  for,  as  far  as  his  example  goes,  it  must, 
if  adopted,  cut  up  society  by  the  roots.  It  is 
the  same  with  nations.  No  one  can  shut  her- 
self np.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  this  nation, 
from  the  beginning,  to  perform  her  part  in  this 
system  of  mutual  ana  friendly  intercourse. 
Ay,  sir,  said  he,  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
one  (rf  the  first  and  highest  gratifications  this 
ooontry  ever  received,  was  the  reception  of  her 
Minister  at  the  Conrt  of  France — an  act  which 

Snblidy  owned  her  as  one  of  the  family  of  in- 
ependent  nations,  and  increased  her  moral 
power  both  at  home  and  abroad.  If  the  sys- 
tem is  to  be  changed,  Congress  must  do  it.  As 
long  as  it  continues,  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
ia  to  give  it  effect;  and  no  blame  can  attach 
to  tha  Administration  for  executing  the  provis- 
ipna  ^  the  oniatitatioa  and  the  laws. 


[H.  or  B. 

It  was  true,  he  sidd,  that,  within  a  few  yean 
p&st,  our  diplomatic  Intercoorse  had  been  ex- 
tended, and  Its  expenses  increased.  The  family 
of  nations  had  been  enlarged  by  the  interesting 
addition  of  the  new  States  of  this  hemisphere. 
It  was,  in  every  view,  particularly  interesting 
to  us.  They  were  new,  near,  and  valuable 
neighbors,  with  whom  we  must  nave  relations, 
and  with  whom  there  could  he  no  doubt  it  was 
desirable  that  these  should  be  the  relations  of 
peace,  of  fHend^ip,  and  mutual  good  under- 
standiug.  Upon  this  point,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  in  advanno  of  Congress — ^he 
did  not  speak  hastily — the  public  sentiment 
was  in  advance  of  Gcmgress,  and  Congress  was 
in  advance  of  the  Exeonuve.  The  missions 
were  not  inatitnted,  until  this  House,  hr  a  reso- 
lution, passed  witii  almost  unexampled  una- 
nimity—(but  one  member  voted  against  it,  a 
gentleman  from  Yirginia,  not  now  a  member,) 
— ^nntil  this  House,  stimulating  the  Ezecntive 
to  open  the  intercourse,  pledged  itself  to  snp- 
port  him  in  the  measure,  and  offiered  a  liberal 
provision  for  the  expense.  There  has  been  no 
expression  since  of  a  wish  to  abandon  or  to 
limit  that  intercourse.  Whatever  may  be  the 
expense  of  those  missions  to  the  new  States,  all 
woo  read  the  newspapers,  and  know  any  thing 
of  the  nature  of  our  commercial  intercourse 
with  them — all  who  know  how  they  are  so* 
licited,  courted,  and  caressed,  by  the  European 
powers,  and  the  struggle  that  ia  carried  on  for 
their  favor — to  say  noUiing  of  other  and  more 
general  considerations — wm  see  the  importance 
of  cultivating  good  feelings  and  maintaining  a 
good  correspondeuce  with  them ;  and  that  we 
cannot  neglect  these  things,  without  risking 
the  loss  of  valuable  advant^es.  His  own  clear 
opinion  was,  that  we  ought  to  admit  no  fair 
exertions  to  preserve  them,  and  that  the  mis- 
sions ought  to  he  maintained.  He  thought 
them  of  the  greatest  consequence.  Bemarka 
had  been  made  upon  the  sWle  of  our  foreign 
Ministers,  their  dress  particiuarly.  Why,  siai 
the  gentieman  from  Yit^nia,  (Mr.  Flotd,)  not 
let  him  appear  with  the  simplicity  of  FraukUn 
and  Livingston  t  The  House  would  excuse  a 
word  in  reply.  He  (Mr.  S.)  knew  nothing  of 
the  simplicity  of  Mr.  Livingston.  That  geotie- 
man  was  not  near  to  the  time  Franklin.  He 
was  appointed  to  France  soon  afler  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son became  President,  he  believed  in  1801. 
But  this  he  did  know,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion, that  be  was  a  gentleman  of  lai^  fortune, 
and  liberal  disposition,  accustomed  everywhere 
to  a  liberal  way  of  life,  and  that  the  liberality  of 
his  s^le  of  living  in  France,  was  moh  as  most 
materially,  as  he  had  understood,  to  enerOaoh 
upon,  and  reduce  his  private  fortune.  In  what 
dress  he  appeared  at  Court  he  could  not  say ; 
but  he  took  it  for  granted  he  accommodated  him- 
self in  that  respect  to  the  fashion  of  the  Court. 
As  to  Franklin,  he  s^d,  consider  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  appeared  in  France. 
The  Representative  of  a  young  republic,  just 
come  into  extstenoe,  and  in  its  very  cradle  ex- 
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hibiting  Herculean  strength,  hj  muntaining, 
un^e-handled,  a  contest  for  its  inde[>endenoe 
with  one  of  the  etrongest  nations  that  existed ; 
attracting  the  earnest  attention  of  the  whole 
civilized  world,  uid  especially  engaging  the 
attention  and  the  good  wishes  of  Fruice,  be- 
canse  the  contest  was  with  her  habitual  enemj, 
and  promised  to  dimioiBh  his  power.  When  a 
nation,  so  cironmstaneed,  shall  have  a  Franklin 
for  her  enT<^,  I  do  not  believe  it  wiU  be  vray 
material  to  inqaire  what  drees  he  wears.  To 
that  state  we  snail  never  retnm.  And,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  add,  we  have  not  Franldins  to 
fiend.  Be  carried  with  him  the  fruits  of  more 
than  seventy  years,  devoted,  with  the  tud  of 
extraordinary  natnral  genius,  and  especially  of 
the  most  uncommon  sagacity,  to  the  acquisition 
of  Itnowledge,  and  with  the  great  reputation 
he  had  justly  acqaired,  by  difmsing  the  treas- 
ures of  his  wisdom  and  observation.  He  was 
known  for  his  examination  before  the  Honse  of 
Commms:  he  was  known  for  the  fierce  and 
Tirnlent  obloquy  that  had  been  heaped  npon 
him  (for  he,  too,  was  viuted  with  obloqay)  by 
Weddebnnie,  afterwards  Lord  Loaghboroog^ 
before  the  Privy  Oonncil ;  he  was  known  as  a 
man  q{  letters,  as  a  8<dentifio  philosopher,  and, 
what  is  more,  as  a  practical  philosopher,  too ; 
and  he  was  knofrn  as  a  statesman  and  as  a 
patriot.  His  £ame  had  gone  before  him — it 
shed  a  lustre  upon  his  coantry,  wherever 
there  were  men  who  could  appreciate  his  mer- 
it, and  that  lustre  is  stiU  nnd!iminished.  I  do 
not  exactly  know  what  coat  he  wore.  It  is 
■omewhere  recorded,  that,  in  French  society, 
hia  Btrwght«ombed^  venerable  locks,  and  sim- 
ple dress,  wtte  admired  by  the  ladies,  who  then 
gave  the  tone  to  aode^y.  It  was  someUiing 
strange,  ont  of  the  common  way,  and  if  it  had 
been  even  oncouth,  it  might  have  attracted  still 
more  attention.  How  he  appeared  at  Conrt,* 
as  to  dress,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen 
particolarly  stated.  He  was  a  long  time  in 
France  before  he  was  received.  His  public 
reception  was  not  till  about  the  time  of  the 
treaty. 

This  livery,  however,  as  it  had  been  reproach- 
folly  called — I  cannot  say  I  have  worn  it — 
but  I  know  what  It  is — and  have  heard  some- 
thing of  bis  history.  Our  ICnisters  aluved  are 
very  poorly  paid.  They  cannot  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  Court  dresses.  If  horse  by  the  Trea»- 
luy,  as  a  cmtiogent  expense,  it  is  so  much 
money  thrown  away.  If  borne  by  Ministers, 
it  makes  an  nnreosooable  charge  upon  their  al- 
lowance. The  salaries  of  our  Ministers  abroad 
were  higher,  by  above  twenty-six  hundred  dol- 
lars in  the  time  of  Franklin,  than  they  are  now, 
though  the  expenses  of  living  were  then  prob- 
ably not  more  than  half  of  what  they  are  at 
t^is  time.  The  present  rate  of  allowance,  was 
fixed  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1781,  by  au  act  of 
tlie  old  Congress.   How  then  does  the  matter 

*IttobeUevod,  upon  iniml  •utbority,  tb«t  he  appeartd  lo  » 
mil  ronrt  drvn.  Thw  clwruter  of  thla  «inlii*iit  man  wotdd 
Mad  tu  to  ballvTe,  that  bt  wouM,  In  tUa  rcwMt,  ooofimn  lo 
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stand  I  The  House  will  recollect,  from  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachn- 
setts,  that  onr  disUnguished  fellow-citisen,  the 
late  President  of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  Mos- 
BOB,)  was  engaged  in  four  missions  in  the  coarse 
of  Uttle  more  than  a  year.  Claims  growing 
ont  of  that  employment  liave  iMely  been  al- 
lowed by  Ccmgress.  He  was  led  in  rapid  aoe- 
ceedon  to  difiwent  Courts^  and  probaUy  obliged 
at  each  to  conform  to  the  mode  estaMiBbed  by 
etiquette.  The  expense  woold  be  for  a  ria^e 
occasion.  There  are  instances  of  obai^ea  al- 
lowed by  ^e  Government,  for  the  dresses  ot 
If  inisters  for  particnlar  occasioDs.  When  Hr. 
Madison  was  President,  and  Mr.  Monroe  Secre- 
tary of  StatCj  tbe  present  plan  was  adopted  as 
a  relief.  It  is  not  obligatory  upon  tbe  Minis- 
ter. He  may  dispense  with  it  if  he  tiiink  fit 
It  is  no  expense  to  the  Treasory,  for  l^e  Min- 
ister must  pay  for  it  himself.  But  he  has  the 
sanction  of  iiia  country  to  wear  it.  As  long  as 
it  lasts  he  need  make  no  change.  Wherever 
be  goes  he  is  in  the  drees  of  his  own  country, 
and  stands  upon  his  own  ground,  inatead  of 
b^Dg  obUged  to  cmfOTm  to  fbr^n  fitaliionaL 
It  has  been  spoken  of  as  costing  seven  hundred 
and  fift^  dollars.  That  is  too  high.  It  coata 
something  more  than  half  that  sum ;  but  the 
Minister  pays  for  it,  not  the  Treasury.  Why 
coll  it  reproachfully,  livery  i  It  is  no  more  of 
a  Uvery  than  the  coat  of  an  offirar  of  the  Army 
or  the  Kavy— it  is  probably  not  finer  than  the 
coat  of  a  general  officer.  If  it  be  a  livery,  is 
there  any  disgrace  In  wearing  it  t  We  are  all 
servants  of  the  pec^Ie — they  are  our  masters — 
the  livery  worn  by  their  servants  is  one  which 
no  man  need  be  ashamed  to  wear.  It  is  tlie 
livery  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stetea.  nds 
is  understood  to  be  the  history  of  the  coat.  If 
any  one  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  ahonld 
hereafter  be  appointed  a  Minister — my  advice 
may  be  of  little  valne— but  I  reotHumend  hi™ 
to  put  on  the  livery  of  his  coantry. 

Of  that  mission,  he  said,  which  had  also 
been  alluded  to,  in  which  he  hod  the  honor 
to  have  a  part,  the  mission  to  Panama,  be 
should  always  have  difficulty  in  speaking,  for 
very  obvious  reasons.  At  this  time,  it  was  im- 
possible he  should  enter  into  tbe  snbjcct,  be- 
cause tliB  mision  was  still  pending,  in  tbe  hands 
of  our  Minister  at  Ifoxieo.  He  would  say,  how- 
ever, in  reply  to  the  allegations  which  had  bem 
made  against  it,  that  the  mission  had  the  deer 
sanction  erf  all  the  branches  of  the  Government. 
What  has  since  occurred,  could  neither  make 
it  right  or  wrong:  it  stood  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  at  first  If  it  was  right  tiien,  it  cannot 
be  wrong  now.  But  he  woold  say — and  he 
sfud  it  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  it  was  but  the 
humble  opinion  of  an  individual — ^he  woold  say, 
from  all  that  lie  had  seen,  and  all  that  he  had 
heard,,  that,  it' the  Congress  ehould  assemble  a!t 
TacuMya,  or  elsewhere,  it  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
that  we  ahonld  be  represented  in  it  He  was 
not  aboat  to  debate  tbe  matter.  H«  nevdj 
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gave  thb  as  hit  own  lingl^  hmnUe,  perhaps 
'ralndeas  opinion. 
[The  Hotue  a^onmed  to  Jfondi^.} 


IfonuT,  February  4. 
JUtrmOmmt, 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  oonslderatton 
of  the  resoliittonB  of  Mr.  Ohutw.  aa  prnxwed 
to  be  amended  1>7  llr.  Blaxs,  uaa  llr.  Hjum- 

TOV. 

Mr.  BuoHANAir  stid,  perhaps  It  would  be  vain 
to  inquire  by  whom  this  debate  was  introduced. 
It  is  certain  that  we  have  now  got  into  it,  and 
no  gentleman  can  predict  when  it  will  close,  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Massar 
chnaetts,  (Mr.  ETaRcrr,)  that  the  Opposition 
are  justly  diargeable  with  its  introdaction  in 
the  party  form  which  it  has  aasnmed,  nor  for  its 
protracted  character.  My  friend  from  Ken- 
tncky,  (Mr.  Lbtohbb,)  has  truly  atated  what 
wooid  hare  been  the  probable  eoorM  at  the 
resolntiont,  had  It  not  bem  for  the  fnterferenoe 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Babvbt.) 
Tbe  moTer  ot  them,  who  is  a  yoang  member 
of  the  Honse,  woold  have  made  a  speech  in 
f^Tor  of  their  passage,  and  they  would  have 
then  rested  quietly  with  the  namberlese  resolu- 
tions which  have  gone  before  them.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  however,  opposed  their 
passage,  upon  the  ground  that  no  cause  existed 
even  to  suspect  the  present  Administration  of 
any  abuses.  From  that  mommt  the  debate 
assumed  a  party  complexion. 

This  debate  would  nave  ended  on  Thursday 
last,  after  the  solemn  appeal  for  that  purpose, 
which  was  made  to  the  House  by  the  renerable 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  LmHosToiT,) 
had  not  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  him- 
s^f  prevented  it,  by  moving  an  adjournment. 
That  gentlenuHL  ooght  to  know,  wat  he  can 
never  throw  himself  into  any  debate  without 
giving  it  fresh  vigor  and  importance. 

It  is  tme  that  a  single  straggler  from  the 
ranks  of  the  Opposition  mtroduc^  these  reso- 
lutions, but  without  the  least  intention  of 
bringing  on  a  general  engagement.  When  he 
was  attacked,  ne  defended  himself  in  gallant 
style,  and  we  were  obliged  both  by  duty  and 
by  policy  to  sustain  him.  It  is  fbr  that  purpose 
I  have  risen.  The  gentleman  from  Massaohu- 
aetts,  QSx.  Etebett,)  and  my  fiiend  and  colleague 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sibosakt,)  have  en- 
tirely ebau^ed  the  character  of  the  debate,  and 
have  gone  mto  an  elaborate  vindication  of  the 
present  Admlidstration,  It  is  my  purpose  to  re- 
ply to  their  argnmente. 

Liberty,  sir,  is  a  precious  gift,  which  can 
never  long  be  enjoyea  by  any  people  without 
the  most  watchful  jealousy.  It  is  He^^erian 
fruit,  which  the  ever-wakeful  jealousy  of  the 
people  can  alone  preserve.  The  very  posses- 
sion of  power  has  a  strong— -a  natural  tendency, 
to  corrupt  the  heart.  The  lust  of  dominion 
grows  with  its  possesion ;  and  the  man  who>. 
m  humble  Ufe,  was  pore^  and  innooent,  ana 


(H.  w  & 

just,  has  often  been  transformed,  by  the  long 
possession  of  power,  into  a  monster.  In  the 
Bacred  Book,  which  contains  lessons  of  wisdom 
for  the  politician  as  well  as  for  the  Christian, 
we  find  a  happy  illustration  of  the  oorrupting  in* 
flnenoe  of  power  upon  the  human  heart,  ^^len 
Hazael  oame  to  consult  EUsha,  whether  hia 
master,  the  King  of  Syria,  would  recover  fran 
a  dangcrouB  illness,  the  projdiet,  looUng  throiif^ 
the  viata  of  Aiturity,  saw  the  crimes  of  which 
the  messenger  who  stood  before  him  would  he 
guilty,  and  he  wept  Hazael  asked, 
weepeth  my  Lord  t  "  The  prophet  then  re* 
counted  to  him  the  murders  and  the  cmeltiea 
of  which  he  should  be  guilty,  towards  the 
children  of  Israel.  Hazael,  in  the  spirit  of  vir- 
tuousindignation,  replied — *' Is  thy  servant  adog 
that  he  shonld  do  this  thing  ? "  "  And  Elisha 
answered,  the  Lord  hath  shewed  me,  that  thoa 
shalt  be  king  over  Syria."  This  man  after- 
wards became  king,  by  the  mnrder  of  his  mas- 
ter, and  was  gnOty  of  enormities,  Uie  bare 
recital  of  which  would  make  us  diudder. 

Theoatnreof  man  is  the  same  mdw  Bepub- 
lios  and  under  Monarchies.  The  history  mthe 
human  race  proves,  that  liberty  can  never  long 
be  preserved,  without  popular  J«donsy.  It  is 
the  condition  of  its  enjoyment.  Oar  rulers 
must  be  narrowly  watched.  When  my  col- 
league advanced  the  position  which  he  did,  he 
could  not  have  foreseen  the  consequences  to 
which  his  doctrine  would  lead,  I  know  that 
he  never  could  have  intended  that  it  should 
reach  thus  far ;  bat  yet  my  inference  is  per- 
fectly fair  when  I  declare  that  it  is  a  doctrine 
which  only  suits  the  calm  of  despotism.  It  ia 
the  maxim  of  despots^  that  the  pet^le  should 
never  Inquire  into  the  oonoems  of  Government 
Those  who  haveemlaved  manldnd,  from  Casar 
to  Bonaparte,  have  always  endeavored,  by  pre- 
senting them  with  amaaements,  and  by  every 
other  means  in  their  power,  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  from  the  conduct  of  their  rul- 
ers. I  therefore  differ,  toto  eaUo^  from  my  col- 
league npon  this  point.  If  the  resolutions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Chilton,)  shall 
have  the  effect  of  more  eamestiy  and  more 
closely  directing  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
the  concerns  of  the  Government,  the  residt 
will  be  most  fortunate.  If  the  Government 
has  been  administered  upon  correct  principle^ 
an  intelligent  people  will  do  justice  to  Uidr 
rulers;  if  not,  they  will  take  care  thatev«y 
abuse  shall  be  corrected. 

Hy  colleague  used  an  argument,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  the  present  Administration, 
which  I  should  not  have  expected  from  that 
quarter.  He  has  stated  that,  since  the  year 
1816  the  national  debt  had  been  reduced,  from 
136  to  66  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  very  true ; 
and  from  the  argument  of  the  gentleman,  one 
who  was  ignorant  of  the  subject  might  he  In* 
duced  to  believe,  that  a  large  portion  of  this 
reduction  may  be  fairly  attribntol  to  the  pres- 
ent Administration.  He  evidently  endearored 
to  make  this  im^ession  upon  the  House. 
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I  would  ask  the  ^ntJemaD  what  agency  had 
the  present  Administration — naj,  what  agency 
ooald  they  possibly  hbve  had,  in  the  reduction 
of  the  publio  debt  ?  Are  they  entitled  to  the 
least  credit  npon  that  account  f  Certdnly  not. 
It  was  a  suluect  orer  which  they  had  no  cootroL 
The  laws  wnioh  brought  the  revenae  into  the 
Treasory,  out  whl^  the  debt  was  paid,  ex- 
isted long  before  they  oaroe  into  existence. 
Ckimmeroe  wafted  into  onr  ports  wealth  from 
all  nations,  and  the  duties  which  were  collected 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise, 
they  were  bound  to  apply  to  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  demands  which  existed  against  the 
conntry.  The  Administration  only  did  that, 
which  they  could  not  have  avoided  doing. 
The  money  flowed  into  the  Treasury  without 
their  agency,  and  they  applied  that  portion  of 
it  whi<£  they  were  bouna  by  law  to  apply,  to 
the  extingnislunent  of  the  publio  debt.  I  have 
hiUierto  adndtted,  that  they  applied  it  fUiiy. 
The  aneient  Britiui  monarch,  who,  to  show  his 
people  the  impotence  of  human  power,  com- 
manded the  tides  of  the  ocean  not  to  flow,  had 
no  more  authority  over  the  laws  of  nature,  thui 
the  present  Administi'ation  could  have  had,  in 
preventing  the  tide  of  wealth,  out  of  which  the 
public  debt  has  been  reduced,  from  flowing  into 
the  country.  Hen  can  never  be  entitled  to  credit 
for  doing  that  which  they  could  not  have 
avoided.  The  praise,  therefore,  which  the  gen- 
tleman wishes  to  bestow  npon  the  present  Ad- 
ministradon,  for  paymg  the  national  debt,  is 
eertainly  not  their  due. 

It  is  true  that,  in  limes  like  the  present,  the 
Bepublio  is  always  most  in  danger.  When  the 
clouds  of  adversity  are  lowering  over  the  coun- 
try, and  when  direct  taxation  becomes  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  the  Government,  the 
people  are  watchful  and  jealous,  and  will  then 
attend  strictly  to  their  own  coacems.  It  is  in 
the  halcyon  days  of  peace  and  prosperity,  when 
the  jealousy  of  tne  [>eopIe  slumbers,  that 
abuses  are  most  likely  to  steal  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  your  Government.   I  charge  not  the 

r resent  Administration  with  corruption ;  but 
do  most  solemnly  believe,  that  several  of  their 
measures  have  had  a  strong  tendency  towards 
St.  I  thank  Heaven  that,  in  these  days,  a 
'^UUitary  Ohidtidn"  has  ariseOf  whose  name 
is  fiunUiw  to  tiie  Hps  of  even  the  most  humble 
ettiaen  of  tiiis  ooun^,  because  his  services 
Uve  in  ^eir  hearts,  who  will  be  able,  by  the 
snffi-sges  of  the  people,  to  wrest  the  power  of 
this  Government  from  the  hands  of  its  present 
possessors.  No  one  else  could,  at  this  time, 
have  successfully  opposed  the  immense  patron- 
age and  power  of  the  Administration. 

I  think  I  have  shown,  that  the  present  Ad- 
ministration have  not  the  least  claim  to  merit, 
for  the  payment  of  the  publio  debt.  It  is  a 
claim  whitm  has  no  foundation  upon  which  to 
rest.  It  is  onfi  of  the  splendid  generalities  to 
whidi  my  colleague  has  resorted,  which,  when 
you  come  to  examine  minutely,  vanishes  from 
the  touch. 
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I  shall  now  leave  my  colleague  from  Penn- 
sylvania, but  with  the  intention  of  returning 
to  him,  after  I  shall  have  disposed  of  some  of 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  SvEBXTT.)  Before,  however,  I 
oonunence  my  rroly  to  that  genueman,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  a  few  observations  upon  the  last 
Presidential  election.  I  shall  purposely  pass 
over  every  chai^  which  has  been  made,  that 
it  was  accomplished  by  bargain  and  sale,  or  bj 
actual  cormption.  If  that  were  the  case,  I 
have  DO  knowledge  of  the  &ct ;  and  shall  tb««- 
fore  say  nothing  about  it  I  shall  argue  this 
question  as  though  no  such  charges  bad  ever 
been  made.  So  &  as  it  regards  the  conduct 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
pursue,  at  the  approaching  election,  I  agree  en- 
tirely with  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Ur.  Randolph,)  (I  cannot  with  propriety 
call  him  my  Mend,)  that  it  can  make  no  diffier- 
ence  whether  a  hal^n  existed  or  not.  Kq-, 
in  suae  aspects  in  which  the  snblect  may  be 
viewed,  the  danger  to  the  people  would  be 
the  greater,  if  no  corruption  had  existed.  It  is 
true,  that  this  circumstance  ought  greatly  to  in- 
fluence our  individual  opinions  of  the  men  who 
now  wield  the  destinies  of  the  Republic ;  but 
yet  the  precedent  would  be  at  least  equally 
dangerous,  in  the  one  case,  as  in  the  other.  If 
flagrant  and  gross  cormption  had  existed, 
every  honest  man  would  start  from  it  with  in- 
stinctive horror,  and  the  people  would  indig- 
nantly hurl  those  men  from  the  seats  of  power, 
who  had  thus  betrayed  their  dearest  interests. 
If  the  election  were  pure,  there  is,  therefore, 
the  greater  danger  in  the  precedent.  I  beUeve, 
in  my  soul,  that  the  precedent,  which  was  es- 
tablished St  the  last  Presidential  election,  ought 
to  be  reversed  by  the  people,  and  this  is  one  of 
my  principal  reasons  for  opposing  the  re-election 
of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 

Let  us  examine  this  subject  more  closely. 
General  Jackson  was  returned  by  the  people  of 
this  country  to  the  Ilouse  of  Representatives, 
with  a  plurality  of  electoral  votes.  The  distin- 
guished individual  who  is  now  the  Secretary  of 
State,  was  then  the  Speaker  of  this  IIoQse.  It 
is  perfectiy  well  known,  that,  without  his  vote 
and  influence,  Hr.  Adams  could  not  have  heai 
elected  Preddent.  After  the  election,  we  he- 
hdd  that  distinguished  individual,  and  no  man 
in  the  United  States  witnessed  the  spectacle 
with  more  regret  than  I  did,  descending, — ^ye^ 
sir,  I  say  descending — from  the  elevated  staticn 
which  you  now  occupy,  into  the  oalnnet  of  the 
Preudent  whom  he  had  elected. 

"  Qnaatom  matatus  ab  Ulo.** 

In  the  midnight  of  danger,  during  the  darkest 

Eertod  of  the  late  war,  his  thrilling  trump 
ad  chewed  the  land."  Although  among  the 
great  men  of  that  day  there  was  no  acknowl< 
edged  leader  upon  this  floor,  yet  I  have  been 
informed,  upon  the  best  anthori^,  that  he  was 
"primua  inter  porta.**  I  did  wish,  at  a  Aitnrs 
time,  to  see  him  elevated  itill  hig^.  I  an 
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one  of  the  last  men  in  the  country  vho  conld 
triumph  over  his  faUen  fortunes.  Shoold  he 
ever  return  to  what  I  believe  to  be  correct 
politioal  principles,  I  shall  willingly  fight  in  the 
isme  ranks  with  him  as  a  companion— naj, 
after  a  short  probation.  I  diould  wUIlnglT  ac- 
knowledge hun  aa  a  leader.  Vhat  teiUiant 
prospects  has  that  man  not  aaorifloed  I 

This  precedent,  should  it  be  confirmed  by 
the  people  at  the  next  election,  will  be  one  of 
moat  duigerona  character  to  tiie  Republic.  The 
election  of  President  must,  I  fear,  often  de- 
volve npon  this  House.  We  have  bat  little  rea- 
son to  expect,  that  any  amendment,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  snbjeot,  will  be  made  to  the  conati- 
tution  in  our  day.  There  are  so  many 
conflicting  interests  to  reoon<^e,  so  many 
powers  to  batanoe,  that,  when  we  consider  the 
urge  minority  in  each  branch  of  Oongreea,  and 
the  stUl  lai^  minority  of  Statee,  repaired  to 
ammd  the  oonatitntion,  the  pmimeot  of  any 
ehuige  ts  almoit  hopelesB.  I  hdieva  it  wiu 
long  remain  Just  as  it  is.  What  an  example, 
then,  will  this  precedent,  in  the  pure  age  of  the 
Bepublic,  present  to  ftitnre  times  I  The  people 
owe  it  to  themselves,  if  the  election  most  de- 
volve upon  this  House,  never  to  sanction  the 
principle  that  one  of  its  membem  may  accept 
lh>m  the  person  whom  he  has  elected,  any  high 
office,  much  less  the  highest  in  his  gift.  Such 
a  principle,  if  once  established,  most,  in  the 
end,  destroy  the  purity  of  this  House,  and  con- 
vert it  into  a  cormpt  electoral  conclave.  If  the 
individoal  to  whom  I  hava  alladed,  ooold  elaot 
a  Fnddent,  and  reoeive  from  him  the  office  of 
Beoretary  ot  State,  from  the  purest  motJves, 
other  men  may,  and  hereafter  will,  pursue  the 
aame  policy,  from  the  most  cormpt  "  If  they 
do  these  things  in  the  ^[reen  tree,  what  shall  be 
done  in  the  dry  ?  "  This  precedent  will  become 
a  cover,  under  which  fhture  bargains  and  cor- 
mpt combinations  will  be  sanctioned;  under 
which  the  spirit  of  the  conatitntaffii  will  be 
Baerifieed  to  its  letter. 

I  shall  now,  Hr.  Speaker,  enter  npon  a  more 
partioular  reply  to  the  ai^pmients  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ifassaehosetts,  (Mr.  Evsbxtt.)  I 
wish  I  were  able  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rakdolph,)  and 
to  take  the  general  and  oomivehennve  viewa  of 

r)Utical  subjects,  which  he  recwnmended.  As 
cannot  porsae  that  course,  I  most  enter  into 
detail,  and  make  such  a  speech  aa  he  wonld 
attribute  to  a  lawyer. 

Whet  was  the  first  important  act  of  the  pres- 
ent Administration  f  No,  not  the  first,  bnt 
the  first  after  that  message  which  certainly  par- 
took much  more  of  the  spirit  of  the  "  States- 
man of  40  years,"  who  had  been  bred  in  foreign 
courts,  than  that  of  the  plain  simple  American 
Republican.  The  President  clamed  the  power, 
and  mere  courtesy  prevented  him  from  exer- 
eisiiw  it,  of  commissioning  Ministers  to  attend 
the  OongresB  ot  I^nama,  without  "  the  advioe 
and  oonsent  c/l  the  Sen^"  Vj  IMead  from 
ISacih  Gandina,  Ofr.  OAaacaA  waiL  in  mj 
TouIX^T 
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opinion,  correct,  when  he  declared  tiiat  one  of 
the  first  important  acts  of  the  President  had 
been,  to  claim  a  power  in  direct  violation  of 
the  constitution.  That  instrument  declares  that 
the  President  "  ^all  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
tiie  adviee  and  consent  of  ^  Senate^  shall  ap- 
pofait  ambanadm,  other  pnWo  ministers,  and 
otnuidi,  Jndgea  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law." 
This  is  a  dear,  plain  provision.  Upon  what 
authority,  then,  did  the  Prudent  clum  the 
right  to  send  Ministers  to  this  Congress  without 
the  consent  of  the  Senate?  The  gentleman 
from  Masaaohusetts  (Mr.  Evaanr)  has  answered 
the  question,  and  has  suitiUned  this  claim  of 
power,  by  a  most  novel  argument.  He  has 
read  to  us  the  act  of  OongresB  of  July  1,  1790, 
which  provides  "that  the  Preudent  of  the 
United  Statea  ihaH  be,  and  he  hereby  11  an- 
tborixed  to  draw  frwn  the  TreasoiT  ot  the 
United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty  thou- 
sand dollars,  annually,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
mcmeys  arising  from  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  for  the  support  of  snch  persons  as  ha 
shall  oommtasion  to  serve  the  United  States  ta 
foreign  parts,  and  for  the  expense  incident  to 
the  ^uuess  in  which  they  may  be  em|>loyed." 
How  commission  t  Wiuiont  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate!  Certainly  not;  unleaa 
yon  can  suppose  that  the  very  first  Congress 
nnder  the  constitution,  deliberately  Intended  to 
destroy  ihe  power  which  the  oouatitntion  had 
wisely  conferred  npon  the  Senate.  The  language 
of  the  act  of  Oof^resa  is  perfectly  conaateat 
with  the  power  w  the  Senate;  beoanaa  tlie 
President  does,  in  fact,  always  oom mission  pub* 
lie  Ministers  and  other  officen  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  after  the  Senate  have  advised  and  con- 
sented to  thdr  appointment  This  phraseology 
was  continued,  in  the  several  acts  providing  the 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  Statea 
and  for^gn  nations,  until  the  year  1800,  when 
the  act  of  the  19th  of  March,  1798,  the  last  in 
which  it  had  been  used,  was  suffered  to  expire. 
Since  that  time,  no  such  expression  has  ever 
been  introduced  into  any  of  the  subsequent 
acts.  And  yet  this  phrase,  which  had  ben  ein- 
ployed  in  acta  that  nave  Img  ceaaed  to  ezis^ 
was  1^  hM  ot  by  the  Present  to  just^  thia 
extraordinwy  daim  of  power.  Whilst  it  af> 
forda  no  ground  for  its  justifiQation,  it  ahova 
how  deairons  men  in  power  are  to  Uiy  hiM  <rf 
every  pretext,  no  matter  how  trifling,  to  ex- 
tend their  authority.  This  is  a  law  of  nature, 
which  can  never  be  abolished  by  any  law  of: 
man.  It  proves,  conclusively,  the  wisdom  and 
the  necessity  of  watching  over  our  rulers,  with 
a  jealous  eye. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  aasul  another  podtion 
of  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  (Ifr. 
Etsutt!)  He  argued  against  Indnding  in  the 
resolutions  before  the  House  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  foreign  interooune.  The  gentleman 
ahakaahiaheal^  Ha  oertainlj  dldiar,tiiattt 
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looked  like  trenohing  upon  the  prerogatives  of 
tiie  Ezeoatim  The  mnUemaa  believes  that 
the  e^widitare  of  ue  oontiDgent  fund  for 
foreun  interoonrae,  is  a  prominent  point  before 
the  House.   I  think  so  too. 

The  application  of  this  entire  fhnd  is  lefl  to 
ibo  soiind  discretion  of  the  Kieoative,  and  is  to 
be  acoonnted  for  at  the  Treasury,  in  a  twofold 
manner.  It  is  his  dutj  to  accoont  speoiallj, 
and  prodnoe  regular  vouchers,  "  in  all  instanoes, 
where  the  expenditure  thereof  may,  in  his 
judgment,  be  made  public.^*  When  that  is 
nottheoaH^hesetUeatheaooonnt,  "bymaking 
a  oertiflcata  of  the  amount  of  sach  expenditures 
as  he  may  think  it  advisable  not  to  specify." 
This  last  is  called  the  secret  service  money. 
This  is  the  diatinotioa  between  the  two  portions 
of  the  fond.  It  is  neoeaeary  for  the  good  of 
the  people,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  se- 
cret service  money  is  expended,  shoold  not  he 
made  public.  If  the  names  of  those  persons  to 
whom  it  is  ^ven  were  not  kept  secret,  the 
Government,  m  times  of  peril,  mig^ht  be  pre- 
vented from  getting  important  information, 
which  they  could  otherwise  obtain.  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  give  me  the  Administration  which  re- 
quires hot  Uttie  secret  service  money,  especl^y 
m  time  of  peaoe.  Indeed,  I  am  InoUned  to  be- 
Ueve,  that  mme  is  tiien  neceasai7.  A  Repabli- 
can  Government  ou^t  to  be  open  in  its  con- 
duct, and  have  as  few  secrets  as  possible. 
Upon  one  occasion,  Jeffwson  returned  the 
entire  contingent  fund,  which  had  been  appro- 
priated for  foreign  intercourse,  nntoucheid.  I 
am  just  informed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  RunmLPH,}  that  Washington  did 
the  same.  These  are  examidea  inU  •worOij  of 
imitation  in  onr  day. 

I  do  not  wish  to  know  the  manner  in  which 
the  present  Administration  have  applied  the 
secret  service  money.  I  shall  never  know- 
ingly invade  a  ein^^e  right  which  belongs  to  the 
Eieoutive.  These  resolations  contain  no  such 
prin<n{de ;  bnt  one  great  reason  why  they  have 
found  any  favor  in  my  eyes,  is,  that  I  wish  to 
ascertain  the  aggregate  amount,  not  the  items, 
of  the  secret  service  money  which  has  l>een 
expended  since  the  present  Administmtion  came 
into  power,  and  I  wish  to  hare  a  special  ac- 
count laid  before  tbis  Honse,  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  residue  of  the  contingent  fund  for 
foreign  intercourae  has  been  expended.  This 
will  be  an  invasion  of  no  prerogative  which 
belongs  to  the  President. 

I  now  approach  the  main  atvnment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Uassachnsetts,  (Mt,  Evurt,) 
and  in  the  oommeocement,  I  shall  lay  down 
a  portion  broadly,  which  J  believe  I  shall  be 
wle  to  prove  oondnsively— that  the  Frasid«it 
at  the  United  States  did  receive  an  outfit  of 
$9,000,  whilst  he  was  a  Minister  abroad,  in  di- 
rect and  palpable  violation  of  a  law  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  at  this  day  he  retains 
in  his  pocket  one-half  of  that  simi,  in  opposi- 
Uon.  to  the  declared  opinion  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  If  i  shall  not  estabUsh  this 
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proposititm,  I  have  never  been  more  miataken 

in  my  life. 

In  relation  to  outfits  to  be  granted  to  pnblio 
Ministers,  all  the  acts  of  Congress  which  pre- 
ceded that  of  the  Ist  May,  1810,  spoke  the 
same  language.  The  gantiemau  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Evebstt)  gave  os  an  historical 
sketoh  of  these  laws ;  but,  as  they  are  all  tiie 
same  in  regard  to  the  question  I  am  now  about 
to  argue,  I  shall  only  refer  to  the  act  of  the  10th 
May,  1800.  It  was  that  act,  which  aacertuned 
the  compensation  of  public  Mioistera,  from  its 
date,  until  it  was  repealed  by  the  aot  (rf^  lit 
May,  1810.   I  shall  read  its  first  section. 

**B«ii  enaeCed,  ite.  Hat  exclnsiTfl  of  an  outfit, 
which  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  the  amoant  of  cos 
year's  salary  to  any  Minister  FleoipotMitlary,  or 
Cbarg<  des  AlUres,  to  whom  the  same  may  be 
lowed,  the  Preddent  of  the  United  SUtes  ahftll  not 
aUoir  to  any  Miaister  PlenipotcDtiary  a  greater  aom 
ttiaa  at  the  rate  of  nine  thousand  dolUra  per  annnm^ 
as  a  conpensaUon  for  all  his  services  and  expenses : 
nor  a  greater  sum  for  the  same,  than  four  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annmn  to  a  Cfaargi  des  Jlf- 
fidres;  nor  a  greater  som  for  the  same  than  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  doBara  per  annum 
to  the  Secretary  of  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary." 

From  the  oi^in  of  the  Government,  nnlil  the 
year  1810,  the  f1«Bid«it  cleariy  had  the  ri^t  to 
allow  an  outfit  to  a  Ministor,  whom  he  might 
think  proper  to  transfer  from  one  European 
Court  to  another.  The  language  of  the  act  of 
1800,  and  of  the  previous  acts  is  general  and 
indefinite.  Whether  they  would  have  justified 
him  in  making  such  an  allowance,  to  a  Minis- 
ter whom  he  might  have  employed  upon  a  new 
mission,  the  functions  of  which  were  to  be  ex- 
ercised at  the  oonrt  where  he  resided,  is  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  I  shall  express  no  opinion. 

The  act  of  1810  limited  the  Mneral  language 
of  that  of  1800,  and  confined  uie  discretion  <^ 
the  Flrendent,  in  the  allowance  of  outfits^  the 
case  <^  a  Minister  "  on  going  from  the  United 
States  to  any  foreign  country.**  The  first  sec- 
tion of  that  act,  ^tor  fixing  the  annual  cmd- 
pensation  of  foreign  Ministeiv,  Charges,  and 
Secretaries  of  L^ation,  contains  the  following 
enactment:  "Provided,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  to  allow  to 
a  Minietor  Plenipotentiary,  or  ChargiS  des 
Afiaires,  on  going  from  the  United  States  to 
any  foreign  country,  an  outfit,  which  shall  in 
no  case  exceed  one  year's  fall  salary  of  soch 
Minister,  or  Cbarg6  des  Affairee."  Tliis  act,  in 
express  terms,  limits  the  general  expresuons  of 
Sanaa  laws.  It  authorizes  the  I^«sident  to 
allow  la  outfit  to  evei7  pnblio  Minister,  upon 
his  first  appc^tment,  for  the  purpose  of  «tab- 
lishing  him  abroad.  After  he  has  received  ime 
outfit,  and  has  gone  from  the  United  States  to 
tiie  Government  to  which  he  has  been  sent,  in 
case  he  should  be  transferred  from  it  to  anothtf 
Government,  the  President,  since  the  act  of 
1810,  has  not  had  the  power  of  allowing  him 
a  second  outfit. 
I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Msms- 
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ehnaetta  (Mr.  Etsxbtt)  cited  the  cases  which 
he  has  done,  of  the  Allowance  of  outfits  to 
Jlinisters,  the  Exeentive,  apon  transferriDg 
them  from  one  Earopean  court  to  another.  If 
the  gentleman  had  not  done  so,  we  misht  have 
been  at  a  loss  to  aeconot  for  the  change  of 
pfaraseologj  in  the  act  of  1610,  and  the  dififer- 
enee  between  it  and  all  former  acts  vpoa  the 
nme  sabjeet  The  ease  of  the  oatflt  to  Ifr. 
Monroe,  from  his  transfer  from  England  to 
France,  and  all  the  other  cases  brought  into 
the  view  of  the  House  by  the  gentleman,  wtn 
determined,  under  former  laws  which  elearlj 

?iTe  to  the  President  power  over  the  question, 
heee  cases  are  authorities  against  the  gentle- 
man ;  because  thej  exclusivelj  show  the  rea- 
aon  which  guided  the  Legislature,  in  1810,  in 
changing  the  law,  and  in  limiting  the  power  of 
the  President,  in  the  allowance  of  ontfits  to 
the  case  of  Ministers,  on  their  departure  from 
the  United  States  to  a  fordgn  oountrj. 

I  mMj  be  asked,  did  OongreM  mean  to  de- 
clare, that  no  outfit  should  ever  be  allowed 
upon  the  transfer  of  a  Minister  from  one  Ooort 
to  another  ?  I  answer,  by  no  means.  They 
intended  to  reserve  to  themselves  the  power  of 
deciding,  in  each  particular  case,  whether  any 
new  outfit  onght  to  be  allowed,  and,  if  so,  what 
should  be  its  amount.  If  a  Minister  shonld  be 
transferred  from  one  extremity  of  Europe  to 
mother  —  from  Lisbon  to  St  Petersbnrg,  a 
new  outfit  of  $9,000  might  be  necessary.  But, 
in  the  case  of  &  transfer  from  Xjsbou  to  Mad- 
rid, there  might  be  no  ocoaai<Hi  for  any  new 
ootfit ;  and,  if  there  were^  the  one-half  of  afnll 
oatfit,  or  even  lew,  would  probably  be  saffident 
The  preaent  Admintstramm,  in  the  eatiinatea 
whi^  they  submitted  to  this  Honse,  at  ^e  last 
session  of  Oongress,  asked  a  second  outfit  of 
|9,000  for  our  Minister  at  Mexico,  because  they 
intended  to  transfer  hhn  from  the  City  of  Mex- 
ico to  Tacubaya,  a  distance  of  only  eight  or 
nine  miles.  Although  I  did  not  think  It  proper 
to  allow  a  full  outfit,  in  such  a  case,  yet  I  was 
^lad  that  the  request  had  been  made ;  because 
It  showed  that  the  Exeentive  were  returning  to 
a  correct  construoticm  of  the  law,  in  relation  to 
tikis  subject.  It  showed  that  the  Pre«dent  was 
unwilling  to  follow  the  preoedenta  which  ex- 
isted herrtf^re,  upon  the  tranafisrof  aMinlstw 
from  one  court  to  another;  or  otiierwlse  he 
would  have  allowed  him  an  outfit,  withoat  con- 
sulting Goiwreas. 

In  my  Jnc^wt,  the  act  oi  1810  is  so  plain, 
that  be  who  runs  may  read.  It  is  a  universal 
rule  of  construction,  that  when  a  law  delegates 
a  special  power  to  an  individual,  and  confines 
its  exercise  to  a  particular  cause,  that  it  neces- 
sarily excludes  him  from  the  exercise  of  gen- 
eral power  over  all  other  cases.  The  act  of 
Congress  gave  to  the  President  the  special 
power  of  allowing  an  ontfittoalfinister,  when 
be  was  leaving  the  United  States  and  going  to 
a  foreign  country ;  but  yet,  that  act  has  re- 
ceived anch  a  coastmction,  that  the  ExeonUve 
have  olumed  and  exerdaed  the  power  of  allow- 


ing outfits,  in  all  cases,  without  limitation,  and 
withoat  restrunt.  4'or  this  pnrpose,  the  con- 
tingent fund  is  used,  in  violation  of  liie  law. 

It  will  not  only  be  curious,  bnt  instrucUve, 
to  mark  the  gradual  progress  of  the  Executive, 
until  at  length  they  repealed  the  act  of  1610. 
In  the  monm  of  April,  1818,  the  present  Presi- 
dent, then  being  oar  resident  Minister  at  Baa- 
ria,  was  appointed  one  of  the  Envoys  Extrao^ 
dinary:  ander  the  joint  commission,  to  treat 
with  "taglaaA.  Aa  thia  oommianon  owed  ite 
origin  to  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  the  seat  of  the  negotiaticm  was  to  be  at 
St.  Petersburg.  A  short  time  after  tiie  ap- 
pointment, Mr.  Monroe,  then  Seoretaiy  of  State, 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Adams,  $9,000,  a  rail  ontfit ; 
although,  at  the  time,  it  was  not  contemplated 
that  Mr.  Adams  should  change  his  residence. 
The  House  will,  therefore,  observe,  that  thia 
was  not  even  the  cue  of  a  tranrier  from  one 
oonrt  to  another ;  bntit  waatheallowanoeofa 
fliU  onMt  to  the  some  ICnistw,  while  he  con- 
tinned  at  tiie  same  conrt.  The  then  Preddeot, 
when  he  directed  tlie  money  to  be  eent,  no 
donbt  expected  that  Cougresss  wonld  sandaon 
his  conduct  Accordingly,  we  find  that  an  in>- 
propriation  was  asked  to  cover  this  oatfit  The 
question  was  then  broaght  before  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  for  their  determination, 
and  was  deliberately  decided.  A  legislative 
construction  was  given  in  August,  1816,  to  the 
act  of  1810,  against  this  oatfit ;  but  Congress, 
exenunng  a  Uberal  discration,  allowed  Mr. 
Adama  1^,600  inatead  of  $9,000. 

Some  time  after  this  determination  (tf  the 
qnestion,  (too  long  perhapaj  on  the  88d  Jnne^ 
1814,  Mr.  Monroe  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  time 
following  words :  "  It  ia  necessary  to  apprise 
yon,  that,  althonf^  a  foil  oatfit  was  transmitted 
to  yoo  by  the  Neptune,  and  intended  to  be  al- 
lowed you  by  the  Executive,  as  a  member  of 
the  extra  mission  at  St  Petersburg,  yet  the 
Legislature,  on  a  reference  of  the  subject  to 
them,  for  an  appropriation,  decided  the  princi- 
ple by  the  amount  appropriated,  and  the  discus- 
sion which  took  place  at  the  time,  that  half  an 
oatflt  only  conld  1>e  allowed  to  a  Minister,  an- 
der circumstances  applioahle  to  yoar  case.  In 
yoor  drafts  on  the  bankers,  and  in  your  ftitore 
accounts,  you  will  be  pleased  to  keep  this  dedao- 
tion  in  view."  After  the  present  President  had 
thus  discovered  that  the  money  was  sent  to  him 
by  mistake,  did  he  submit  to  the  decision  of 
Congress!  Ko,  At,  Although,  within  the 
period  of  eight  years,  before  his  retnm  to  thia 
country,  he  had  received  $116,000  from  this 

penurious  Government; "  yet  he  still  con  tinned 
to  persist  in  retaining  the  whole  ontfit  in  his 
pocket.  Congress  gave  a  construction  to  their 
own  law.  They  believed  it  had  been  violated, 
when  an  outfit  of  $9,000  was  sent  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  Mr.  Adams:  yet  they  liberty  allowed 
him  $4,600.  Instead  of  accepting  that  sum  with 
gratitude,  be  made  a  oompl^nt  against  this 
**  penurious  Government,"  and  denied  the  right 
of  the  L^islatore  of  the  Union  to  iiU«ifere. 
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He  declared  that  the  principle  which  Congress 
would  settle,  hj  an  ultimate  refiiBal  to  allow  the 
appropriation,  conid  be  no  other  than  a  princi- 
ple to  oonflflcate,  without  any  alleged  offence." 

The  next  year,  howeTw,  ocniTeyed  him  good 
lidinga  from  this  country.  On  the  19th  No- 
Tember,  1816,  lb.  ICoiuoe  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mr.  AcUuQ^  marked  "  priTatfl>,"  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extract:  "It  was  donbted 
whether  the  inhibition  of  a  greater  vam  than 
one  yearns  salary  as  an  outfit,  contained  in  the 
terms  on  gomg  from  the  United  States,  might 
not  be  oonBtmed,  as  precluding  an  allowance  by 
way  of  ontfit,  to  any  Minister  who  did  not  go 
from  the  United  States.  Mr.  Irring^s  appoint- 
ment to  Spain  involved  the  same  question.  It 
was  wished  to  reserve  the  point  for  more  de- 
liberate oonnderaticoi,  than  ooold  be  bestowed 
on  it,  when  the  letter  of  2fareh  16th  was  written 
to  yon.  I  baT«  now  t2ie  ■atisbetlon  to  inform 
you,  that  the  Bnljject  has  been  maturely  weigh- 
ed, and  that  the  result  baa  been  in  foror  of  the 
ontBt,  on  the  principle  that  those  restrictive 
terms,  if  applicable  to  Ministers  already  in 
Europe,  are  no  farther  so,  than  to  confine  the 
allowance  to  them  within  Uie  same  limit." 
This  letter  communicated  to  him  that  construc- 
tion of  the  Executive  Department,  which,  siuee 
it  was  mBde,-has  entirely  repeals  in  practice 
the  limitation  upon  the  allowance  of  outfits, 
contaioed  in  the  act  of  1810,  and  secured  to 
him  his  ftill  ontfit,  In  opposiUon  to  the  will  o£ 
the  L^riatnre,  which  nad  been  dearly  ex- 
pressed in  1618.  From  1810  till  Novanber, 
1816,  this  act  was  obeyed  both  In  its  letter  and 
is  ita  nirit  Then,  and  not  till  then,  did  it  rink 
under  Executive  oonstruction. 

The  accounts  of  Mr.  Adams  continued  nn- 
aettled  at  the  Treasury,  a  balance  spearing 
against  him,  until  after  the  passage  of  the 
general  appropriation  bill,  In  April,  1822,  That 
act  provided  "  that  no  money  appropriated  by 
the  said  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for  his 
compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States,  until  such  person  shall  have  accounted 
for,  and  p^d  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums  for 
which  he  maj  be  liaUe."  Id  oonseanence  of 
tiie  existence  ot  this  aalntaiy  immdm,  Oie 
GomptroUer  oi  the  Treasury  rtihsed  to  pay  Mr. 
Adams  Us  salaiy  as  Secretary  of  State,  until 
his  account,  as  a  Foreign  Minister,  should  be 
liquidated.  He  appealed  frvm  this  deoirion  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  the  then  Prerident,  and,  in  sup- 
port of  his  appeal,  cited  the  private  letter 
which  Mr.  Monroe,  when  Secretary  of  State, 
had  written  to  him  in  November,  1816,  as  con- 
clusive of  the  question.  In  this  appeal,  he 
says,  '*  that  the  President  was  authorized,  by 
the  &nt  section  of  the  act  of  Oongreas,  of  1st 
May,  181<K  to  make  this  allowance,  cannot  be 
quMtionec^  under  the  oonstnwtion  whidtt  has 
nmformly  been  giTm  to  it,  a  oonstmetion 
applied  upon  ftiH  delib««tl(Hi  and  advisement, 
and  whicn  has  been  admitted  in  other  cases 
tmon  the  settlement  of  accounts  at  the  Treaaory. 
Vor  this  constmotion,  I  rtfw  to  tha  wpj  of 
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your  letter  of  the  19th  November,  1816,  here- 
with submitted." 

This  subject  was  referred,  by  the  Presidcait, 
to  tiie  Attorney-General  of  tiie  United  States 
and  the  construction  wbieb  had  been  i^aced 
upon  the  act  of  Oongress,  by  the  Administra- 
tion, in  1816,  waa  fblb*  snstuned,  in  the 
broadest  terms,  by  that  officer.  In  hia  o]^ntan, 
dated  June  6th,  1823,  he  declares,  that  the 
question  outfit  is  given  to  the  PrecMoi^ 
exclurively,  and  without  limit  save  only  he  is 
not  to  exceed  a  whole  years  salary.^*  And 
thus,  sir,  you  perceive  in  what  manner  a  law, 
which,  in  express  terms,  limited  the  exercise  of 
the  discretion  of  the  President,  in  the  allow- 
ance of  outfits  to  Ministers  "on  going  frtnn 
the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country,"  has 
becmne  unlimited;  and  how  the  exclurire 
power  orer  the  qnertioB  of  ontfit  baa  been  con- 
nrred  imn  Hm  Preridmt.  Notwithstanding 
this  high  authority,  howevw,  I  think  I  havn 
mainti^ed  my  proportion,  and  estaU^ied, 
conclusively,  ui^  Mr.  Adanu  now  retidna  in 
hia  pocket  $4,600,  in  violation  of  the  act  of 
1810,  and  in  violation  of  the  solemn  legialative 
construction  which  it  received  in  1818. 

Bnt,  says  the  gentieman  from  MassaofansettSi 
(Mr.  Etbbktt,)  even  if  there  were  any  tbing 
wrong  in  the  settiement  of  the  accounta  of  Mr. 
Adams,  he  is  not  to  blame.  He  did  not  inter- 
fere— he  left  all  these  matters  to  the  aoeoontiiw 
officers  <tf  the  l^nasniy.  Is  this  tiie  fiut  t  IMa 
he  not  reoelve  the  money,  and  does  he  not  etiQ 
ret^  iti  Did  he  reAiae  to  reflind  it,  whm  it 
waa  demanded  by  the  Otnnptrc^lert  Did  be 
not  appeal  from  the  decision  of  that  offioer  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States!  And  was 
not  his  refusal  to  comply  with  the  deeiflaon  of 
Oongress  the  cause  why  the  act  of  1610  has 
received  that  construction,  which  has  ^ren  to 
the  Prerident  "  exdnsivelj,  and  without  Uiait^" 
thepower  over  outfits t 

There  is  one  matter  of  fact  which  I  wish  to 
put  right,  before  I  proceed  further.  Mr.  Adams, 
m  his  account,  on  the  SOtii  June,  1814,  charged 
the  sum  of  $^  86,  the  expoises  oi  a  Joomey 
ftom  St  Petersibnrff  to  Onsnt.  Jt  ia  but  jut 
to  him  to  say,  that  he  had  left  hia  bmlly  behind 
him,  at  St.  P^rsborg.  He  nevwr  did  return 
fhnn  Ghent  to  St  Petersburg;  bat,  ycA,  tbcte 
was  allowed  to  him  the  aum  of  $886  8^or 
Us  expenaes  in  Tetnmii^  to  that  oapitaL  This 
is  what  has  been  so  often  called  hia  omstniotive 
Journey.  The  construction,  howevo',  did  not 
end  here.  After  this  allowance  had  bem  madc^ 
it  was  discovered  that  the  travelling  expuisee 
of  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  fhran  St. 
Petersbui^  to  London,  and  fVom  thence  to 
Ghent,  amounted,  for  each,  to  the  sum  of  $1,6W 
64.  Thdr  Jooni^  waa  eooain|iliriiad  chiefly 
by  land.  In  Ae  final  aettlonent  itf  thenooovot 
of  Mr.  Adams,  instead  of  $886  86,  which  had 
been  at  first  allowed  to  him  for  the  expense 
of  a  journey  which  he  nem'  made^  he  waa 
allowed  the  sum  of  $1,669  64.  Ihe  reaaon  for 
this  change  which  la  apraed  vpa^  the  flKe  of 


JtetrenokmemL 


Digitized  by  Google 
e 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBSSa 


741 


TkntuMT,  18S8.] 

the  MWOODt  itself  is,  that  he  was  at  first 
allowed  bat  $880  66  "uoda-  an  imprenion 
that  the  same  sma,  charged  him  fi^  the 
Jonmey  from  St.  r^tersbui^  to  Ghent,  woidd 
be  equal  to  the  espeiueB  at  his  retam,  but 
which  now  ^ipears,  would  not  have  been  the 
ease,  as  that  Joamey  waa  made  ohieflj  hj 
water,  but  bis  return  niast  have  been  by  land, 
and  by  the  same  route  a«  that  taken  by  Messrs. 
Gftlla^  and  Bayard,  and  equally  exp«irive." 
These  are  the  facts.  I  diall  not  argue  this 
but  will  leave  it  to  my  colleague  and 
from  PennsylTaoia,  (Ur.  Inohak,)  and 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island.  I  do  not 
■ay  that  boom  allowanoe  onj^t  not  to  haTe 
been  made  to  Mr.  Adams,  wider  the  peculiar 
dromnstancea  of  the  case.  One  thing,  how- 
ever, ia  certain ;  that  he  did  reoein  $1^069  61, 
for  the  ezpensea  of  a  Jonnwy  which  he  never 
made ;  because  he  now  letnntflHMn  Ghent 
to  BL  Petersburg. 

[Here  Mr.  Ravdolph  asked  Mr.  Buohanan 
to  define  what  was  a  constractive  Journey.] 

Mr.  B.  said,  I  cannot  comply  with  the  request 
of  the  i^tleman  from  Yirgiaia.  If  he  cannot 
define  it  himself,  no  man  in  this  Hoase  can. 

But,  it  has  been  urged  by  the  gentleman 
from  Mat^hnffttff,  pit.  Evbsbtt,)  that  prece- 
dents sanctifHi  the  ulowanoe  of  Uie  outfit  to 
Ur.  AdcnUk  I  admit  then  have  been  prece- 
dents in  abnndaooe  sinoe  1815 ;  but  it  is  urainst 
this  vary  doctrine  of  "  safo  preoedoitB,"  that 
I  am  now  contending.  On  the  fomth  of  March 
next,  it  will  be  seven  and  twenty  years  since 
the  inanguration  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  What  has 
been  onr  history  ever  since  i  Each  President 
Las  Dominated  his  successor  as  r^olarly  as 
thoogh  the  constitution  conferred  upon  him 
that  power.  During  this  period,  each  President 
has  been  called  upon  to  sanction  that  which  he 
had  done  as  Secretary  of  State.  The  line  of 
"safeweoedents"  has  been  unbroken,  and  the 
first  omoe  in  the  world  has  passed  as  regularly 
to  eadi  sooceeding  Becretsry  of  State,  as  the 
impuial  crown  ever  descended  fnnn  fi^er  to 
son.  ^w  is  it  posuble  that  abuses  can  ever 
be  corrected,  nnder  such  circomstaneeBt  A 
trifiing  departure  from  the  law  to-day  becomes 
a  precedent  for  a  greater  violation  to-morrow ; 
and  whilst  power  continues  to  flow  in  one  un- 
broken line  abuses  must  still  continue  increas- 
ing. There  is  no  remedy  for  the  people,  but 
by  breaking  this  line  of  safe  precedents.  It  is 
this  regular  course  of  succession,  which  in  the 
lapse  of  time  destroys  monarchies.  The  abuses 
iraioh  the  f^er  introdnoes^  are  sanctioned  and 
extended  by  the  son,  until  at  length,  after  a 
few  generations,  the  whole  Government  be- 
eomes  tainted  with  corruption,  and  there  is 
noUiing  left  for  the  people,  bnt  the  dreadftil 
remedy  of  a  revolation.  It  is  the  principle 
agunst  which  I  am  now  contending,  without  a 
nieeial  reference  to  any  particular  Administra- 
tion. The  people  of  the  United  States  have  at 
length  determined  to  break  this  line  of  Cabinet 
anooewiom,  and  to  revwse  the  doctrine  of  safe 
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precedents ;  and  I  trust  and  believe  they  will 
acoomplish  thwr  purpose.  Rotation  in  office — 
that  salntary  principle  in  a  Repnblioan  Govern- 
ment, which  purifies  the  political  atmosphere, 
and  can 968  the  sacceasor  to  view  with  a  jealous 
and  Boratinizing  eye,  the  acts  trf  those  who 
have  gone  before  him — has  had  no  real 
existence,  in  the  Federal  Government,  sinoe 
the  days  of  Thomas  Jefiierson.  There  has  been 
a  regular  snccession  ever  since.  Is  an  abuse 
now  pointed  out  F  We  are  at  once  told,  it  ia 
sanctioned  by  a  precedent ;  the  Monroes  and 
the  Gallatins  have  done  the  same  thing,  and 
why  AaSl  we  not  do  so  too  1  I  uiswer,  when 
the  law  forbids  it,  precedents  ought  to  be  dis- 
regarded. All  uie  preoedeuts  which  have 
existed  rince  ISlff,  althongfa  they  have  vidatel 
can  never  repeal  the  act  of  1610. 

I  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  argument  <tf 
the  gentieman  from  Massachnsetts,  (Mr.  £vx- 
BXTT,)  which  relates  to  the  billiard  table.  I 
should  not  have  said  one  word  npon  this  sut>- 
Ject,  did  I  not  differ  entirely  in  relation  to  it, 
irom  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Hak iltok.) 
I  admit  that  the  expenditure  of  fifty  dollars  is 
a  very  Uttie  matter  and  this  has  ever  been  the 
opinion  of  my  friend  from  North  Garcdina, 
(Mr.  Cabson,)  who  has  been  so  often  introduced 
into  the  debate.  If  there  be  any  gentieman  In 
the  House,  who  regards  fifty  doUara  less  than 
he  does,  I  do  not  know  the  man.  The  question 
worthy  of  our  consideration,  is,  not  whether 
the  price  of  the  billiard  table  was  paid  out  of 
the  public  Treasury,  or  out  of  the  private  purse 
of  the  President;  but  whether  the  billiard 
table  ought  to  be  set  up,  as  an  article  ttf  furni- 
ture, in  the  House  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  f  I  am  free  to  say,  I  think  it 
ought  not.  In  the  State  of  Virginia  billiard 
tables  are  prohibited  even  in  the  mansions  of 
private  gentlemen  under  very  severe  penalties. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  thorefore  cannot 
indulge  in  this  game  at  home :  for  I  know  him 
too  well  to  believe  that  be  would  violate  the 
laws  of  his  own  State.  This  shows  the  moral 
sense  of  the  people  of  that  ancient  and  respect- 
able Commonwealth  in  relation  to  the  game  of 
billiards.  To  use  a  familiar  expression  of  their 
own,  they  do  not  go  against  either  the  exercise 
or  tlie  amusement  of  uie  play ;  bnt  they  know 
the  temptation  which  it  presents  to  gambling, 
and  the  consequent  min  which  must  follow  in 
Its  tr^n.  It  has  a  direct  tendency  to  cormpt 
the  morals  of  our  youth.  Indeed,  I  doubt 
whetiier  thne  be  a  nnritf  State  in  the  Union 
which  has  not  prohibitea  the  game  of  billiards. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  ore  generally 
a  moral  and  religious  people ;  a  proper  regard, 
therefore,  for  public  opinion,  for  the  scruples 
of  the  pious,  ought  to  have  prevented  the  first 
Magistrate  of  the  Union  from  setting  such  an 
example.  [Here  Mr.  Randolph  observed  there 
was  no  law  in  the  District  of  Columbia  against 
playing  billiards.]  Mr.  Buciunah  then  said  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  not  <nily  the 
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President  of  ttie  District  d  Colnmbia  but  of  the 
whole  American  people ;  and  they  condemn  diis 
and  every  other  species  of  gambling.  Onght, 
then,  the  man  who  has  been  elevated  to  the  moat 
exalted  station  upon  earth,  and  whose  example 
must  have  a  moat  powerfal  and  extensive  innn- 
eoce  upon  the  morals  of  the  youth  of  our  ooun- 
try,  to  set  up  a  billiard  table  as  an  article  of  furni- 
tare^  in  the  house  which  belongs  to  the  Ameri- 
can people?  He  certainly  ought  not  to  keep 
•nob  an  article  of  furniture  in  that  hoiue,  nor 
CKigbt  he  there  to  play  at  the  ^ame.  I  ahonld 
never  have  invaded  bis  domesbo  retiremoit  for 
the  purpose  of  dlacovering  whether  he  kept  a 
billiard  table  or  not.  1  should  never  have 
been  the  fint  to  bring  this  matter,  either  before 
the  House,  or  the  country.  It  has  been  brought 
here  by  others^  and  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
express  my  opmion  upon  the  subject. 

I  shall  now  approach  another  branch  of  my 
colleagae*B  ar^ment.  - 1  fully  assent  to  his 
general  propositioDj  that  it  is  both  our  duty  and 
our  interest  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with 
every  civilized  nation ;  and  for  that  purpose  we 
lAoald  intvchange  with  them  Ministers  and 
dlldomatio  agents.  Our  Hiniatera,  when  sent 
to  a  fore^  oonrt,  should  remain  there,  and 
not  return  home  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
qnesUon  upon  which  I  would  say,  I  should  join 
bane  with  the  gentleman,  did  this  expression 
not  "  smell  of  the  shop,"  is  in  what  manner 
ought  our  Ministers  to  appear  abroad}  Ours 
is  uie  only  pore  Bepublican  Government  npon 
the  earth.  All  oar  habits  and  our  manners 
ought  to  be  congenial  to  the  simplicity  and 
digoi^  of  our  institutions.  Among  men  of 
sense  abroad,  onr  Ministers  attired  in  the  style 
of  country  gentlemen,  would  be  more  respect- 
able, and  more  respeoted,  than  if  they  were 
bedixened  in  all  the  «mra  of  the  rdnbow. 
In  every  attempt  to  ape  the  splendor  of  the 
represeotatlTes  of  monarchical  Governments, 
we  must  fail.  The  veriest  menial  of  the  most 
contemptible  court  in  Europe  who  appears 
abroad  in  the  character  of  s  foreign  Minister, 
will  be  able  to  eclipse  in  dress  and  finery,  the 
rem^sentaUves  of  the  American  people. 

What  was  the  example  of  the  ancient  Ro- 
mans 1  In  the  days  of  their  purity  and  their 
greatness  did  they  ever  attempt  to  vie  with  the 

Splendor  of  the  Amatic  de^ts  whom  they  sub- 
ued!  Did  tbey  send  ambassadors  to  the 
East,  dotbed  In  gorgeons  i^parelf  No,  they 
went  in  the  dignity  oif  Roman  citizens, 

elothed  with  tne  mi^jesty  and  power  of  the 
Bomin  peqile:  and  they  carriod  respect  for 
ttie  Bom  an  name,  wherever  they  went.  It 
was  npon  this  modd  that  Dr.  SVanklin  acted, 
when  he  appeared  as  onr  Minister  at  tiie  court 
of  France,  in  the  plain  dress  of  a  coantiy 
genUeman.  He  would  have  deserved  immor- 
tality for  this  act  alone.  He  set  an  example 
from  which  his  auocessors  ought  never  to  have 
departed. 

What  is  now  the  case  f  The  last  Administra- 
tion  have  prescribed  a  aniform  to  be  worn  by 


our  foreign  Ministers.  It  consi^  of  a  military 
coat,  covered,  and  glittering  with  gold  laoe,  the 
cost  of  which  is  not  less  than  600  dollars,  and 
a  obapeeu  and  small  sword,  corresponding  with 
it  in  splendor  I  And  this  dress  is  what  mj 
colleague  has  called  the  livery  of  the  American 
people,  which  our  Ministers  ought  to  be  prond 
to  wear!  I  protest  against  this  dress  beira 
called  the  livery  of  the  American  people,  a 
is  not  BO.  It  is  the  livery  of  the  last,  and  the 
present  Administration.  No  gentleman  who 
Tolned  bis  standing  with  the  people  of  this 
country,  would  ever  appear  before  them  in 
sncdt  a  garb.  The  people  of  the  United  fitatei 
do  not  even  know  that  such  a  dress  has  been 
prescribed  for  their  Ministers  abroad.  In  many 
instances  it  must  make  ns  appear  ridicolons  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  nations.  Imsgine  to  yoor^ 
self  a  grave  and  venerable  statesman  who  never 
attended  a  militia  truning  in  hu  life,  but  who 
has  been  elevated  to  the  station  of  a  foreign 
Minister,  in  consequence  of  his  civil  attunment^ 
appearing  at  coiut,  arrayed  in  this  military 
coat,  with  a  ohapean  nnder  his  arm  and  a 
small  sword  dai^ing  at  hia  ride  I  b  not  such 
a  man  compeUed*  by  ctmfonniDg  to  Ala  regula- 
tion, to  rendw  hiinsdf  ridienlousi  "A  nul^ 
tary  chieftain,"  who,  in  early  life,  had  recdved 
his  education  at  West  Point,  not  the  old  "  citi- 
zen soldier"  who  resides  upon  his  farm,  mig^ 
sport  a  dress  of  this  kind  with  some  degree  of 
grace ;  bat  what  a  ridiculous  spectade  would  a 
grave  lawyer  or  judge,  of  sixty  years  of  age,  pre- 
sent, arrayed  in  such  a  costume  f  If  the  salary  of 
our  foreign  Ministers  be  not  sofficient  to  enable 
them  to  exercise  that  liberal,  but  plain  boa- 
pitality,  which  bdongs  to  the  character  of  their 
country,  I  say  again,  let  it  be  increased ;  but 
let  them  never  forget  in  their  driML  or  in  tbnr 
manners,  the  simple  grandeur  whion  bd^nigs  to 
tiie  diaracter  of  S^Uieans.  I  trust,  tfaat, 
ere  lon^  the  days  of  XVanklin  will  again 
return. 

The  gentleman  has  informed  us,  thi^  it  is  his 
opinion  we  ought  to  be  represented  at  the 
Congress  of  Taoabaya,  should  it  ever  assemble; 
Whatever  I  may  have  thought  of  the  MisaioD,  I 
most  heartily  approved  of  the  sdectitm  of  the 
Minister.  For  one,  I  shall  never  sanction  any 
improper  allusions  made  upon  this  floor  to  that 
gentleman,  in  relation  to  this  Mission.  There  is 
no  man  in  the  ranks  of  the  Administratioif  whom 
I  dionld  rather  see  promoted,  nor  b  there  any 
man  amtmg  them  more  deserving  of  promotimL 
If  he  should  ever  again  go  to  l^cuboya,  I 
should  regret  to  see  nim  in  any  dress,  but  in 
that  of  an  American  gentleman.  In  that  eoe* 
tome,  he  will  infinitely  better  represent  his  own 
character,  and  that  of  the  American  peopkL 
than  if  he  were  decked  out  in  all  the  splendid 
uniform  prescribed  by  the  Administration.  He 
will  then  set  an  example  of  plainness  and  rim- 
plicity,  which  nu^  be  useful  to  the  BcpnUics 
of  the  South. 

The  gentleman  has  awarded  the  laurel  crown, 
to  deck  the  brow  of  the  Military  Chieftain; 
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but  has  decreed  the  civic  wreath  to  the  states- 
man ripened  by  tiie  ezpoience  of  40  years. 
He  has  infiwined  na  he  vas  no  pn^het ;  and  I 
believe  the  fates  will  never  confirm  his  decree. 
I  trust  and  believe,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  elevate  the  "  citizen  soldier  " 
to  the  snpreme  magistracy  of  the  Union.  In 
that  even^  and  after  he  shall  have  been  tried 
by  tbem,  I  veatnre  to  predict,  that  their  kwotA 
will  entwine  the  civio  wreath  with  the  lanrel 
crown ;  end  that  Jackson  will  live  in  the  his- 
tory of  his  country,  as  the  man,  of  the  present 
age,  who  was  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and 
first  ia  the  hearts  of  his  oonntrymen."  I  believe 
that  the  ■nnala  of  the  hnman  raoe  will  ftimish 
bat  faw  examples  of  men,  who  were  endowed 
hj  natnra  with  rare  and  oisUngnished  military 
tatoits,  without,  at  tiie  same  time,  possessing 
the  capacity  for  civil  command.  It  would  be 
easy  to  quote  a  splendid  catalogue  of  names,  in 
proof  of  this  assertion;  but  I  shall  only  mention 
those  of  Pericles,  Oinoinnatos,  Gharlemt^e, 
A]ik«d,  Henry  the  XTth  oi  France,  Napoleon — 
and,  above  aU,  onr  own  nnequallea  Wadi- 
ington. 


TijiBDi,T,  Febmary  5. 

The  Home  ag^  took  np  the  resolution  on 
Beteenehment. 

Kr.  Bma  siUd,  tiiat,  In  embarking  imon  the 
wide  ooean  of  debate  which  lay  before  nim,  he 
hardly  knew  from  what  point  to  take  his 
departor^  or  la  what  diraoUon  to  steer  his 
oonrse.  Bnt,  as  totDB  chart  was  indispensably 
necessary,  on  so  extensive  a  voyage,  he  would 
endeavor  to  take  the  resolutions  upon  the  table 
for  his  guide,  with  no  other  deviations  than  tbe 
stress  of  antecedent  debate  should  unavoidably 
force  him  into.  In  pursuing  this  coarse  of  dis- 
cussion, he  should  very  much  regret  if  any 
thing  he  might  say  should  excite  a  single  un- 
pleaaant  SMiMtion  m  tibe  bosom  of  any  member 
of  the  House,  or  be  eonridered,  in  any  degree, 
fndeoorons  or  diireapectftil  towards  any  mem- 
ber the  Government.  I  may  tmly  affirm, 
aaid  Mr.  R.,  that  I  entertidn  none  outer  than 
the  Undest  feelinss  for  every  gentleman  with 
whom  I  have  the  nonor  to  be  associated  upon 
this  floor;  and  towards  the  members  of  the 
Administration,  however  much  I  may  be  politi- 
cally opposed  to  them,  I  have  never  harbored 
the  slightest  sentiment  uf  ill-will  or  personal 
antipauiy.  Bnt,  as  gaardiens  of  the  public 
wealf  and  sentin^  of  the  public  liberty,  it 
sometimes  becomes  our  duty  here  to  speak 
unpalatable  truths.  In  doing  so,  I  have  always 
enoeavored  to  i^wnte  the  private  from  tbe 
pnaMic  oharactera  of  persons  in  office;  and 
whUe  I  reserve  to  myself,  at  all  times,  every 
le^timate  freedom  of  remark  upon  their  officii 
otmdnct,  I  hope  I  shall  never  say  any  thing 
which  would  be  a  just  eanae  of  personal  offence 
to  them  o^  their  friends. 

In  this  spirit,  I  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  reaolatiMU  upon  the  table.  There  are 
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two  features  common  to  all  the  propotdtiona. 
They  aU  contemplate  an  Inqidiy  into  the  expe- 
diency of  retrenching  the  ftatnre  expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  an  examlnatlra  into  Its 
past  disbursements.  Sir,  I  am  deddedly 
friendly  to  both  of  these  objects.  Bnt  as  a 
means  of  effecting  them,  I  prefer  the  resolution 
recently  snbmittM  by  my.fiiend  from  South 
Carolina,  Qtr.  Hamilton,)  because  it  is  more 
specific  and  practical  in  ito  character,  and  be- 
cause it  proposes  to  employ  the  inatmmentality 
of  a  special,  instead  of  a  Standing  Committee. 
Sir,  I  am  persuaded,  from  the  extent  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  inquiry,  that  it  cannot  be  satisfac- 
torily conducted  by  any  of  the  Standing  Com 
mittees,  slready  borthened  with  pre-eiisting 
duties.  I  hope,  therefor^  tiiat  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  BoqUl  Carolina,  will  re- 
ceive £e  support  of  every  one  who  has  the 
cause  of  retrenchment  really  at  heart. 

Though  it  is  rather  old-fashioned  doctrine, 
ICr.  Speaker,  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  the 
cause  of  retrenchment  really  at  heart.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  great  occasion  for  it.  It  is  now 
twenty-five  years  since  there  has  been  any  sys- 
tematic reformation  in  the  organization  and  ex- 
penses o(  the  several  Departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment The  reformatiMi  I  allude  to,  was  at 
the  commencement  of  Ur.  Jefferwai's  Adn^- 
istrslion,  when  it  was  ihOTongfa  and  complete. 
Oonridering  the  tendency  of  all  Governments 
to  abuse,  to  the  accumulation  of  unnecessary 
expenses,  and  the  incumbrance  of  useless  offices, 
I  cannot  doubt  that  there  has  arisen  much  since 
that  period  which  requires  correction.  The 
tree  of  Sxecutive  patronage  is  continually 
throwing  out  new  shoots  and  branches,  which 
as  constantly  call  for  the  application  of  the 
pruning-bnife. 

While  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Kr.  Evbrett)  assented  to  the  general  tendency 
of  all  Governments  to  abuse,  he  sud  that  the 
abuse  to  which  this  Government  was  most 
prone,  was  the  abnse  of  parsimony.  Sir,  this 
idea  la  contndioted  by  the  whole  history  of  the 
operatitHis  ot  the  Government ;  and  a  littie  re- 
flection  wilL  I  think,  satisfy  the  gentleman 
himself thathis  notion  is faUaijoas.  How  are 
the  expenses  of  Uila  Government  supplied?  By 
direct  imposita<His  upon  the  great  body  of  the 
people  t  No,  sir,  If  tibis  were  the  case,  it  would 
be  some  check  upon  the  extravagance  of  the 
Government,  In  the  State  Governments,  when- 
ever a  new  expenditure  is  authorized,  the  means 
of  meeting  that  expenditure  must  be  tNrovided 
by  direct  taxation  upon  the  people.  The  tax- 
gatherer  goes  annually  to  the  citixen,  and  exacts 
from  him  his  share  oi  the  irablio  otmtribationa. 
If  he  finds  that  share  greater  than  It  was  the 
year  before,  he  knows  by  whose  act  it  ia  so ; 
he  demands  of  his  Representative  the  reason 
for  it ;  and  nnlera  that  reason  is  satisfactory, 
he  dismisses  him,  and  chooses  another.  Itisthii 
direct  and  undisguised  operation  of  the  system 
of  public  revenue,  under  the  State  Goveni- 
menta,  whit^  renders  the  B^resentative  pno- 
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tioalljr  and  comtaiitly  res^nftible  to  bis  con- 
Btitnente,  and  this  renwnabiUtjr  ia  a  Buffioient 
Becnrity  against  prooigality  in  the  Oovern- 
ment. 

Bat,  in  Govenunent,  the  reTSUue  which 
SDppUes  the  public  ezpenditares,  is  not  drawn 
into  the  Treasnry  directly  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people,  altbough  thij  nltimatelf  v»j  it. 
They  pay  it^  faowerer,  in  the  shiqie  a  an  in- 
eraased  jmoe  for  the  mnnmocUties  they  oonsnme; 
and  instead  of  tracing  that  increase  of  price  to 
sn  act  of  the  Qovemlnent,  they  gener^y  look 
no  farther  than  the  merohant  with  whtnn  th«r 
deal  In  this  way,  the  imposition  is  disgtdsed, 
and  the  Representative  is  screened  from  re- 
sponsibility. Hence  it  is,  that  we  vote  millions 
of  dollars  here,  vitii  not  so  mnch  hentation  or 
oomptinction  as  we  vote  thousands  in  the  State 
Le^slatores.  It  is  for  this  reason,  that  the 
tendency  of  this  Government,  so  long  as  the 
national  revenue  is  derived  principally  from  ex- 
ternal duties,  will  be  to  profnMon  rad  extrava- 
ooce ;  and  not,  as  the  gentieman  from  Hasaa- 
WDsetts  sapposM,  to  parsimony. 

These  general  oonnderations  saffidentiy  in- 
dicate, to  my  mind,  the  necessity  of  some 
revuHon  of  the  ezpmses  of  the  GoTwnment^ 
with  a  view  to  retrenchment.  Bat  the  gentie- 
man from  Penn«ylvania  (Mr.  SzBaBAsr)  sud, 
that  some  basis  ought  to  be  laid  for  theiuqairy. 
What,  sir  I  does  the  gentleman  require  actual 
proof  of  the  existence  of  abuses  t  This  proof 
caimot  be  had  withont  inqoiry.  If|  then,  we 
can  take  no  initiatory  measure,  for  the  correc- 
tion of  abuses,  withont  previons  proof  their 
exiatenoe ;  as  that  proof  cannot  be  had  withont 
inquiry,  and  aa,  aooording  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman  from  Femutylvania,  no  inquiry  on 
the  ant^eot  ought  to  be  made  withont  proo^ 
alnuea  most  ever  remain  withont  erer  bong 
ooireoted.  The  effect  <ff  the  dootrine  Is  to 
ahelter  the  abuses  of  Gorenunent  witb  an  in- 
Tiolable  sanotoary. 

Bat,  ur,  the  honorable  gentleman  sn«;ested 
another  reason  against  this  inquiry,  which  sor- 
prises  me  no  less.  He  said  he  wonld  not  move 
■noh  an  inquiry,  because  it  was  calculated  to 
weaken  the  affections  of  the  people  for  the 
Government,  (not  tiie  Executive  Department 
merely,  bnt  the  whole  Government,)  by  giving 
sanotiou  to  the  idea  that  tiiere  are  abuses  here. 
Bir,  I  would  reipeotftdhr  sabmit  it  to  that  gen- 
tiemau,  whether  the  anections  and  confidence 
of  the  peoide  will  be  most  weakened  by  the 
nppression  of  inquiry,  and  thereby  producing 
upon  the  public  mind  tiie  impression  that  we 
are  disposed  to  connive  at,  and  acqniesoe  in, 
abuses,  or  by  pursuing  inquiry  to  show  a  deter- 
mination either  to  purify  the  Government  from 
abuses,  if  they  exist,  or  to  clear  it  of  the  odium, 
and  suspicion  of  them,  if  they  do  not  exist. 

But,  sir,  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania 
took  still  bolder  ground.  He  not  only  said  that 
there  was  no  sufficient  proof  of  abuses  calling 
for  reform,  bnt  he  aUempted  to  show,  that,  in 
fact,  there  are  no  abnae%  and  that  the  adminia- 
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tration  of  the  Government  is  distin^ished  by 
extraordinary  economy.  Sir,  how  did  he  make 
this  ont  f  By  reviewing  the  fiscal  operations 
(tf  the  Government  for  the  last  twelve  yearn, 
from  1816  to  1827,  and  exhibiting  their  accu- 
mulated results.  He  told  us  that,  within  that 
period,  seventy  milli<His  of  the  public  debt  had 
been  paid  ofil'  beeldes  maintaining  the  Army, 
the  Kavy,  the  OiTilliat,  and  all  theotfaer  braachsa 
of  the  pnbUo  swioe ;  and  seemed  to  rely  upon 
this  as  a  oonclndTd  proof  of  the  econtwucd 
administration  of  oar  finances.  Sir,  the  first 
r«narie  which  occors  npon  this  atatemeot  ii^ 
that,  admitting  Its  suffideney  as  evidenoe  of 
economy,  it  does  not  prove,  what  is  the  only 
matter  with  whioh  we  hare  any  concern,  that 
the  adrainistrati<m  of  the  Govetimient  is,  at 
the  present  time,  an  economical  one.  It  ooold 
prove  only,  that,  in  times  past,  there  has  besn 
economy  1 

But,  sir,  I  waive  this  olf}eotion,  and  will  go 
baek  with  the  htmorable  gentleman  in  faia  re- 
trospect. Is  it  not  a  littie  shignlar,  that,  wU)o 
the  gentleman  mts  teUinc  ns  of  the  amonnt  9t 
debt  which  had  been  paid  off,  and  the  expensea 
which  had  been  met  by  the  GovemmenL  as 
evidence  of  its  economy,  it  did  not  occur  to  him 
that  he  ought  to  have  tiud  ns  smnething  of  the 
means  which  had  been  put  at  its  digpoeal,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  these  objects?  Sconomy, 
ur,  is  a  relative  thing ;  it  depends  on  the  pro- 
portion between  the  results  which  hare  been 
accomplished,  and  the  reeonroes  whidi  baTebem 
fbmished  for  accomplishing  them. 

Kow,  ur,  what  were  the  reeonroes  oi  the 
Government  during  those  twdve  years,  from 
whioh  the  hcmorable  gentleman  hw  eoUeoted 
the  resnlts  he  ao  fimdly  displayed  to  Un  adoilrar 
tion  of  the  House  t  Why,  sir,  mem  than  800 
miUicns  of  dollars.  Daring  several  yeaia  of 
the  period  included  in  tjie  honorable  geoUe- 
man's  retrospect,  we  had  direct  taxes,  and  a 
system  of  internal  revenne ;  and  from  tbosa 
Bouroes,  added  to  the  customs,  the  sales  of  pub- 
lie  lands,  and  the  bank  bonus  and  dividends, 
the  whole  revenne  whioh  flowed  into  the  pnUio 
Treasury,  frvm  1816  to  1827,  otmuderaluy  ex* 
ceeded  800  millions  of  dollars  I  Kow,  dr,  with 
such  a  fund  as  this  at  its  disposal,  is  it  woat, 
either  of  extraordinary  fru^^ty,  or  of  oon> 
snmmate  financial  skill  in  the  Government,  to 
have  paid  off  70  miUions  of  the  d/AA,  and  de- 
fr^ed  its  onrrent  expwseat 

The  average  annnal  receipts  iii  the  Govern- 
ment, during  this  period,  amounted  to  more 
than  25  millions.  We  will  sappoae  that  aboet 
10  millions  were  annually  appltod  to  the  {wiod- 
pal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt.  The  ordi- 
nary current  expenses  of  the  Government  may 
have  amounted  to  about  another  sum  10 
millions  annnally ;  and  there  then  remained  a 
sum  of  6  millions  to  be  expended  ad  UUhm. 
How  the  honorable  gentieman  can  deduce,  ^om 
these  facts,  an  evidence  of  the  economy  of  the 
Qovernment,  I  cannot  ooncrive. 

Bnt,  liif  the  gentieman  finn  Fenaqrtnme 
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•zhibited  aaotber  view  of  thU  Buljeot,  for  the 

{inrpose  of  showing  nshowlighUy  wearetaxed 
br  the  support  of  oar  institutions.  He  told  as 
that  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Govemment, 
for  the  year  1626,  was  24  millions  of  dollars, 
which,  assessed  apon  our  twelve  millions  of 
population,  produces  a  charge  of  only  two  dol' 
lars  a  head,  while,  aocordina  to  a  statement  he 
made,  the  taxation  of  ^e  British  people 
•moonts  to  fifteen  dollars  a  head.  Observing, 
On  passing  merely,)  thrt  the  sentlemaa  ha» 
stated  the  amount  m  pnblio  burthens  in  Great  \ 
Britain,  enormous  as  they  oertdnly  are,  at  a 
higher  rate  than  I  have  ever  seen  any  authority 
for,  I  think  I  shall  he  able  to  satisfy  him,  that 
be  nas  put  oar  own  much  too  low.  His  state- 
ment preteruuts  several  important  items,  whidi 
undoaotedly  enter  lately  into  our  oomplioa- 
ted  system  of  public  burthens. 

He  seemed  to  assume  the  amount  of  duties 
paid  to  the  Government,  as  the  foil  measures 
of  American  taxation.  Bnt,  sir,  this  is  not 
so.  It  is  trne  that  the  proceeds  of  tlie  duUes 
are  all  which  the  Goremment  reoeives,  hut 
they  are  not  all  that  the  j>eopld  pay.  The  mer- 
<duuit,  who  p4ys  the  duties  to  the  Government 
in  advance,  must  have  hu  profit  upon  that  ad- 
vance included  in  the  price  of  the  ffoods;  and 
this  profit,  repeated  and  multiplied  through  a 
series  of  exchanges,  amounts,  at  last,  to  a  heavy 
tax  upon  the  consumer,  over  and  above  the 
amount  of  duties  paid  to  the  Government.  The 
ordinary  amount  of  duties  is  twenty-odd  mil- 
lions, and  the  usual  mercantile  profit,  of  from 
831-,  to  SO  per  cent,  upon  that  sum,  would  ruse 
the  whole  charge,  imposed  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, to  about  tturty  millions  of  dollars. 
But  to  ascertain  the  full  amount  of  public  bur- 
thens sustained  by  the  people  of  this  oonntry, 

Sou  most  also  take  into  the  aoeonnt  the  taxes 
apoaed  by  the  State  Governments,  with  oU 
their  subordinate  local  Jurisdictions,  compre- 
hending, beudes  the  general  ravenue  of  the 
State,  the  county  levies,  the  parish  rates,  and 
nnmerona  other  public  exactions  of  one  sort  or 
another,  which  have  been  estimated  by  a  most 
able  statist^  as  well  as  statesmaUf  (Cel.  Bxkton, 
of  the  Senate,)  at  a  round  sum  m  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  more. 

We  have  thus  a  grand  total  of  fifty  millions 
of  dollars,  instead  of  twen^-odd  millions,  for 
the  amount  of  public  contributions  levied  u^n 
the  people  of  this  ooautry,  which,  deducting 
from  our  population,  two  millions  for  slaves, 
who  pay  nothing,  makes  a  charge  upon  the 
readue,  of  five,  instead  of  two  dollars  a  head. 
Kow,  sir,  this  does  appear  to  me  to  be  an  enor- 
moos  load  of  taxation,  even  for  a  mnch  older 
people  them  we  are ;  and,  accordingly,  one  of 
the  most  profound  politicians  of  the  old  world, 
the  celebrated  Talleyrand,  (as  has  been  stat«d 
elsewhere  by  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have 
already  alluded,)  in  graduating  the  actual  taxa- 
tion of  different  countries,  has  placed  us  upon 
the  scale  in  a  middle  position  between  Great 
Britain,  the  most  heavily  taxed,  andlVanoe,  the 
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next  most  heavily  taxed  country,  (bat  for  the 
exception  he  makes  of  us,)  in  the  world. 

But,  sir,  the  comparison  which  the  gentleman 
fhim  Pennsylvania  made  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  relative  moderation  of  our  public  burthens, 
is  obviously  unfair,  in  many  respects.  The 
British  Government  ia  now  nearly  eight  centu- 
ries old,  and  during  that  time  has  been  engSMd 
in  a  long  sooces^n  of  wars,  foreign  or  do- 
mestic, which  have  acoumulated  upon  it  an  im- 
mense mass  of  publlo  debt.  To  pay  the  inter- 
est of  this  debt,  and  whatever  portion  of  its 
principal  it  may,  and  at  the  same  time  to  sup- 
port the  combrons  and  expensive  establishments 
which  results  from  its  p<mtioal  oi^anization,  it 
must  impose  upon  its  subjects  a  weight  of  taxa- 
tion eqtm  to  their  utmost  capacity  to  bear. 
But  our  sltaatiou  ia  altogether  different.  Our 
national  existence  hardly  extends  beyond  half 
a  century,  and  the  simpUoity  of  our  repablican 
institutions  neither  requires  nor  tolerates  the 
costly  appendages  whicn  belong  to  other  Gov- 
enimenta.  The  public  debt  m  Great  Britun 
amoonts,  at  tbis  moment,  to  iMtween  three  and 
fonr  thousand  millions  of  dollars;  an  amount 
more  than  fifty  times  greater  than  our  natiimal 
debt  Now,  as  the  burthens  imposed  by  every 
Government  must  be  in  proportion  to  the 
charges  existing  apon  it,  I  would  ask,  witii 
what  propriety  a  comparison  can  be  made  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  this  country,  under 
these  widely  different  circumstances,  with  a 
view  to  teat  the  economy  of  our  Government  1 

But,  sir,  I  protest  altogether  against  com- 
parisons with  foreign  Giovemmenta.  Our  in- 
stitutions, our  utuation,  moral  and  physical, 
the  genius  and  habits  of  our  people,  are  all  pe< 
ouliar.  They  are  gtti  feturi$.  in  having  the 
freest  Government  in  tiie  world,  we  are  enti- 
tled, by  the  fovor  of  Providence,  to  thft 
greatest  share  of  public  blessings ;  and  anumg 
them,  that  we  should  not  be  auqected  to  a  re- 
lentiess  taxation  which  takes  "from  the  mouth 
of  labor,  the  bread  it  has  earned."  In  what 
consists  the  value  of  a  free  Government,  if  it  is 
not  that,  by  the  constant  influence  and  control 
of  the  will  of  l^e  people  over  their  rulers,  the 
Government  is  restrained  from  oppression,  pe- 
cuniary as  well  as  personal  ?  Sir,  the  honoraole 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  did  not  tell  tu  to 
what  a  situation  the  people  of  Great  Brit^ 
had  been  reduced  by  theu:  public  burthens— of 
the  number  of  th^  paupers  and  starveUng^^ 
that  two-flfUiB  qf  the  whole  population  of  tiiat 
country  were  kq>t  alive  by  being  billeted  uptm 
the  coostnUned  charity  of  the  remuiUng  three- 
fifths. 

Would  the  worthy  gentleman  have  us  esteem 
ourselves  happy,  and  without  any  cause  to 
complain  of  governmental  exactions,  as  long  as 
we  can  keep  within  the  limit  of  this  extremity 
of  wretcheoneas  I  I  hope  uot,  sir.  I  have 
long  thought,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  may  venture  to 
enreas  such  an  opinion,  that  there  is  too  ^^t 
a  dispoution  among  some  of  our  distinguislied 
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Statesmen  to  hdxkg  owe  aSbin,  o-nr  policj  and 
onr  principles,  to  the  standard  of  foreign  Oot- 
emments.  A  prominent  feature  in  the  cele- 
brated first  message  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  Congress,  was  its  peroetnal  fond  re- 
currence to  the  proceedings  of  Foreign  Govem- 
ments,  as  the  lesson  of  oar  politicid  .duties,  and 
the  measure  of  our  political  powers.  He  told 
ns  what  France,  what  Russia;  what  Great 
Britain  had  done,  and  gave  us  to  understand 
that  we  should  go  and  do  likewise.  Now,  sir, 
to  all  this  I  object,  as  anti-American — as  auti- 
Bepnblican.  Our  cireunutanoea  and  our  insti- 
tntions  are  pecoliar,  and  so  too  should  be  our 

But,  sir,  to  return  to  the  snliJect  of  onr  pub- 
lic expenditures.  I  would  sa^  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsjlvania,  that  the  true 
mode  of  testing  the  economy  of  our  (Tovem- 
meut,  at  any  given  period,  is  not  to  compare  its 
expenses  with  those  of  a  foreign  Government, 
but  with  its  own  at  some  antecedent  period. 
Kow,  sir,  if  we  do  this  we  shall  find  that,  dur- 
ing Mr.  Jefferson^s  Administration,  in  180^  for 
example,  the  whole  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, exelnnve  of  the  payments  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  amounted  to  $8,737,907 ;  while  the 
Mone  cuss  of  ezpen^tures  durmg  the  year  1826, 
according  to  the  last  Treasury  report,  amounted 
to  $18,062,816.  Here,  then,  we  have  an  in- 
crease of  expenditure  eqaal  to  360  per  cent  in 
less  ihan  25  years,  which,  after  making  every 
allowance  for  the  growth  of  the  country,  and 
the  expansion  of  its  institutions,  does  seem  to 
me  to  be  disproportionate  and  extravagant 

Bir,  I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  these 
TiewB,  because  I  have  a  deep  and  settled  con- 
viction, that  economy  is  a  cardinal  virtue  in 
every  Republican  Government  It  is  not  mere- 
ly for  the  pecuniary  saving,  and  the  consequent 
relief  to  tlie  industry  and  resources  of  the  peo- 
ple, which  It  brings  with  it,  that  I  esteem  it 
It  is  still  more  for  its  political  eflieete.  It  Is 
not  only  the  close  ally,  but  the  surest  guarantee 
of  the  public  liberty.  It  is  the  gr^t  instm- 
ment  for  restruniug  that  dangerous  prind|deof 
Executive  influence,  which  is  perpetually  un- 
dermining and  assu^ng  the  fabric  of  free  Gov- 
ernment everywhere,  and  of  our  own  not  less 
than  others.  This  induence  exerts  and  enlarges 
itself  through  the  disbursements  of  public  mon- 
ey, ultimately  under  one  shape  or  another. 
Diminish  the  public  expenditure,  then,  and  yon 
at  the  same  tame  diminish  Executive  infiuence. 

ffir,  I  may  have  fears  upon  this  subject,  which 
flrmer  minds  can  and  do  repel ;  but  It  has  long 
been  my  opinion,  that  Uiere  is  a  dedded  ten- 
dency in  our  Government  to  a  dangerous  and 
disproportionate  accumulation  of  power  in  the 
Executive  branch,  and  that  Monarchy  is  the 
euthanasia  of  our  jwlitical  system.  Gentlemen 
who  treat  these  fears  as  altogether  visionary, 
and  those  especially,  who,  like  the  distinguished 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  consider  patronage 
a  disadvantage,  rather  than  an  aid  to  an  Ad- 
miniatration,  have  not,  I  am  persuaded,  ez- 
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plored  the  fhll  extent  and  range  of  this  power- 
ful engine,  in  the  magnitude  which  it  has,  at 
present  attained.  Having  been  led,  by  partic- 
ular circumstances,  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress  to  look  into  this  snbpect,  I  will  repeat 
here  the  result  of  an  investigation  then  very 
carefully  made.  Many  persons  have  hastily 
supposed  that  the  patronage  of  the  Executive 
consisted  exclusively  in  appointments  to  office. 
But  an  equally,  if  not  more  important  branch 
of  patronage,  consists  in  the  disposition  of  pnl>- 
lie  moneys  through  the  medium  of  contracts 
made  under  the  direoUon  of  the  Executive. 
Both  of  these  Iwanches  were  inelnded  hi  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  ot  Executive  potronam 
made  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  In  '99,  and  I  took  the 
list  of  items,  enumerated  by  him,  as  the  ba^ 
of  my  oalculatiou. 

In  doing  this,  I  found  that  the  "  annual  pay 
of  the  officers  in  the  several  Departments  <h 
the  Treasiuy,  State,  War,  and  Kavy,  and  their 
dependencies;  of  the  Attorney-General,  and 
Postmaster  General,  Judges,  Marshals,  and 
District  Attorneys,  Officers  of  the  Custom!^ 
Postmasters;  of  Diplomatio  oharacten,  Com- 
mercial Agents,  fexclnsive  of  Consuls,)  Com- 
miB8i(merB  under  Treaties,  Territraial  Oflloen^ 
Indian  Agents,  Surveyors,  Beristers,  Beeeivei^ 
&e. ; "  in  fine,  the  pay  of  aU  QvA  Offioera, 
whose  sppoiDtments  depend  upon  the  Execu- 
tive, added  to  the  oomnussionea  officers  of  the 
Armji  and  Navy  amounted  to  alxiut  $8,500,000 ; 
and  that  the  amount  of  moneys  disposed  of  by 
contracts  made  under  the  direction  of  ^e  Ex- 
ecutive, including  Fortitications,  Dodra,  Navy 
Yards,  Internal  Improvements,  Ligfatiiouses, 
transportation  of  the  Mul,  supplying  the  pro- 
visions, clothing,  gnus,  cannon,  &c.,  for  the 
Army,  building  ships  and  famishing  supplies 
necessiory  for  the  Navy,  was  about  $^500,000 ; 
making  an  iwgregato  c»  eight  millions  anDuaOy : 
four  times  the  amount  of  Ezeentive  patronage^ 
as  esl^ated  by  Mr.  GaUatln  In  '99. 

Now,  ur,  wh«i  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  comes  to  survey  this  im- 
mense field,  BO  productive  in  rich  rewards,  be 
can  no  longer,  I  am  sare,  cousider  ita  posseaslon 
a  disadvantage  to  those  who  enjoy  it  He  will* 
see  that,  although  the  ho^  of  an  expectant 
may  be  sometimes  disappomted,  in  relation  to 
a  particular  office,  yet  tbat,  in  the  multiplicity 
of  other  boons  and  favors  to  be  disposed  tg, 
ample  means  are  affinded  to  retain  his  fideli^, 
and  to  console  and  indemniiy  1dm  for  bia  fint 
disappointment 

Believing  this  tmmense  force  of  Executive 
patrouase  to  be  dangerous  to  the  public  liberty, 
and  as  the  disbunements  of  puUio  mtmer  must 
necessarily  be  made  by  the  Exeeut^Te  branch 
of  the  Government,  that  ever^  increase  of  ex- 
penditure tends  directiy  to  mcrease  the  in- 
fiuence of  that  Department,  I  am  for  embracing 
every  fit  occasion  to  reduce  the  public  expendi- 
ture  to  the  real  demands  of  the  public  service. 
It  is  with  reference  to  this  great  political  ob- 
ject, that  I  attach  so  much  importance  to  a  wise 
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eooQomy  in  the  wfaniniirtration  of.oor  public 
affain.  "When  Mr.  Bnrke  ^moul  his  great 
■eheme  of  eomiomioal  nHonn,  fie  old  not  look 
merely  to  the  saving  of  money,  tboagh  that  was 
•omething  to  a  people  groaning  beneath  the 
weight  of  their  public  bnrthena — bat  he  looked 
beyond,  to  the  higher  object  of  diminUhiDg, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  pecuniary  re- 
trencnment,  the  dangerous  and  growing  infln- 
«nce  of  the  crown.  When,  in  the  same  mem- 
orable year,  Mr.  Dunning  sobmitted  his  cel- 
ebrated res<Jution,  affirming  that  the  '*  influence 
of  the  Crown  hw  increafwd,  was  increasing, 
and  onght  to  be  diminiahed,"  he  submitted  by 
the  ride  ni  it  another  resolation,  affirming  it  to 
be  the  right  and  the  daty  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mMi8  to  examine  Into^  and  oorreot  abuses,  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  pnUic  rerenne,  and  de- 
clared that  both  pn^positicHis  stood  upon  one 
sreat  principle.  Sir,  there  was  a  period  in  the 
history  of  oar  own  country,  when  these  doo- 
trinea  were  not  only  avowed,  but  practised.  I 
allude,  rir,  to  the  Presidenoy  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
which  I  have  ever  looked  back  to  as  tiie  purest 
era  of  onr  Goveniment — as  the  era  of  sound 
principles  and  correct  praotioea.  As  I  hope  the 
doctrines  of  that  day  will  once  again,  at  no  very 
remote  period,  come  into  favor,  snd  as  they  are 
particnlarly  tqiplicable  to  the  sulyeot  of  our 
preaent  deubentiona,  I  most  beg  peimiiriui  to 
read  a  beantiftd  derdwment «  them  in  the 
words  of  their  great  teadier. 

In  bis  first  official  commonicatiop  to  Con- 
gress, he  held  the  following  language : 

These  views  wen  fbnned  on  theezpeetatfonthit 
a  BOidble,  and,  st  the  suae  time,  a  auutuy  redoc- 
tioo,  may  take  place  in  our  habitual  expenditures. 
For  this  paipose,  Ihoae  of  the  CSvil  Ooveromcnt,  the 
Army,  and  Narj,  wilt  need  reviaal.  When  we  con- 
Mder  that  this  Oovenmient  is  charged  with  the  ex- 
ternal and  mntoal  relations  only  of  these  States; 
that  the  States  themselves  have  the  principal  care 
of  our  persons,  our  property,  and  onr  repntaUon, 
eonatituting  the  great  field  cuT  hanan  concerns,  we 
may  weU  doubt  whether  our  organization  is  not  too 
complicated,  too  expenaire — whether  oOces  and  of- 
ficers have  not  been  multiplied  unnecessarily,  and 
■ometimes  inJorfmislT  to  tiie  iervlee  they  were 
meant  to  promote.  I  will  cause  to  be  Irid  before 
you  an  essav  towards  a  statement  of  those  who, 
under  tbe  pumic  employment  of  various  kinds,  draw 
money  from  the  Treasnry,  or  ftom  our  citixeos. 
Time  has  not  permitted  a  perfect  enumeration,  the 
ramifications  of  office  bnag  too  mnltifdied  and  too 
remote  to  be  comidetdy  traced  in  a  first  trial. 
Among  those  who  are  dependent  on  ExecuUve  dis- 
cretion, I  hare  begun  the  reducUon  of  what  wts 
deemed  UDuecessarjr.  The  expenses  of  diplomatic 
agency  have  been  considerably  diminished.  Tbe 
inspectors  of  internal  revenue,  who  were  found  to 
obstruct  tbe  accountability  of  the  institution,  have 
been  discontinued.  Several  agencies,  created  bj 
the  Executive  authority,  on  siSaries  fixed  by  that 
also,  have  been  suppressed,  and  should  suggest  the 
expediency  of  regulating  that  power  by  law,  so  as 
to  subject  its  exercise  to  tbe  le^atlre  Inspieotion 
and  sanction.  Other  reformations  of  the  same  kind 
will  be  pursued,  with  that  caution  which  is  requisite, 
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in  removing  osdess  Udnga,  not  to  ii^ore  what  IS  re- 
tuned.  But  tbe  great  mass  of  public  offices  is  es- 
tablished by  law,  and,  therefore,  by  law  alone  can 
be  aboUsfaed.  Should  the  Legislatare  think  ft  ex- 
pedient to  pass  this  roll  in  review,  and  to  try  all  its 
parts  by  the  test  of  public  utility,  they  may  be  as- 
sured  of  everj  aid  and  light  which  Executive  infor- 
mation can  jield.  Conddering  tbe  general  tendency 
to  multiply  officers  and  dependencies,  and  to  Increase 
expense  to  the  ultimate  term  of  burthen  wUeb  the 
eitixen  can  bear,  it  behooves  us  to  avail  ourselves 
of  every  occarion  which  presents  Itself  for  tafcioe  oft 
tbe  surcbai^ ;  that  it  never  may  be  seen  here,  that, 
after  leaving  to  labor  the  smallest  portion  of  its 
earnings,  on  which  it  can  subsist,  Government  sbaU 
itself  consume  the  reridne  of  what  it  was  institnted 
to  guard.  In  oar  care,  too,  of  the  public  contribu- 
tions entrusted  to  onr  direction,  it  would  be  prudent 
to  multiply  barriers  agaiist  their  djaripation^  by  afh 
propriatJng  specific  sums  to  even  specific  purpose 
sosceptiblfl  of  definition ;  by  disalktwing  all  aptwca- 
tions  of  money  varying  from  the  appropriation  in 
otject,  or  transcenmuE  it  In  amount ;  by  reducing 
the  undefined  field  of  contingencies,  and  thereby 
circumwribing  discretionary  powers  over  money ; 
and  by  brining  back  to  a  ungle  department,  all 
accountabilities  nir  mmey,  where  the  examhiatioa 
may  be  prompt,  efficaeious,  and  oniferm.** 

I  said,  Kr.  Speaker,  that  I  had  always  re- 
garded the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson  as 
the  purest  and  brightest  era  of  our  €lovem- 
ment.  la  not  the  pre^ant  extract,  whic^  I 
have  jnst  read  from  his  &st  message  to  Con- 
gress, sufficient  evidenoe^  in  itself,  of  the  just- 
ness of  this  praise  1  Is  it  possible  to  conceive 
a  nobler  spectacle  than  he  jH^srated  on  that 
occasion?  The  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  nation 
volnntarily  divesting  himself^  by  his  own  act, 
where  it  was  competent  for  him  to  do  so,  of 
every  attribute  of  his  power,  which,  however 
advantageous  to  himself,  he  deemed  to  be  in- 
consistent with  the  pablio  interest;  and  in 
cases  where  it  was  not  competent  for  him  to 
apply  the  remedy,  calling  upon  the  legislative 
authority  to  do  so,  by  r^ucing  his  patronage, 
circumscribing  his  discretion,  and  defining  hla 
powers!  Sir,  the  q>eotacI«  ia  rare  as  it  was 
noble.  If  it  was  not  presmnption  in  me,  I 
would  venture  to  recommend  it  to  the  imitai- 
tion  of  the  distingnished  individnals  who  now 
preside  over  the  administratitm  of  onr  publio 
affmrs.  They  might  find  it,  perhaps,  the  most 
efffectnal  means  of  acqniring  present  popularity, 
as  it  certainly  wonid  be  of  earning  true  glory 
for  the  future.  Bnt  they  seem  to  have  taken 
a  different  view  of  what  became  their  situa- 
tion. 

Their  whcde  course  has  been  in  strildng  con- 
trast with  tbe  self-dei^ng  repnblioanism  of  Mr. 
Jefferson.  Instead  of  renonneing  the  exerotse 
of  power  which  the  laws  and  the  oonstitution 
had  ^ven  them,  we  hare  seen  them  laying 
oMm  to  powers  which  are  sanoticmed  by 
neither ;  instead  of  the  suppression  of  unneces- 
sary offices,  and  tiie  ourtaUment  of  Execative 
patronage,  we  have  seen  them  rsf>id1y  ranlti- 
plied  and  increaaed,  ondar  their  anqdcea ;  In- 
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stead  of  reoommeoding  the  limitatioD  of  Exec- 1 
ntive  discretion  over  the  public  disbtirsemente, 
we  have  seen  them  asking  for  large  grants  of 
public  monejr,  to  be  expended  at  their  mere 
will  and  pleasure.  To  descend  a  little  more 
into  detail— let  me  ask  if  "the  expenses  of 
diplomatic  agencj  have  been  considerably  di- 
mmished  f "  It  is  notorions  that  they  have 
incovaaed,  and  I  ahall  presently  attempt  to  give 
Bome  idea  of  the  extent  of  th^  increase.  Have 
"  any  agencies,  created  hy  Ezecattve  authority, 
on  salaries  fixed  by  that  uao,  been  sapinvssed  !  " 
Let  the  secret  history  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments ^ve  the  answer. 

What  respect  has  been  paid  by  the  present 
Administration  to  those  great  maxims  at  fiscal 
responsibility,  inculcated  by  Mr.  Jefferson  1 
Have  they  been  willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  doc- 
trine of  "  appropriating  specific  stuns  to  every 
specific  purpose  susceptible  of  definition  1" 
For  an  answer,  I  refer  to  an  estimate  of  one  of 
the  Departments ;  in  which,  to  effect  a  surrey  of 
roads  and  canals  of  national  importance,  which 
may  surely  be  defined,  if  any  thing  be  suscep- 
tible of  ^finitioD,  we  are  asked  to  appropri- 
ate a  sum  of  $50,000— it  was  $80,000  last  year 
— for  the  survey  of  such  routes  as  the  Iresi- 
dent  may  think  proper  to  denominate  national. 
Have  they  shown  more  respect  for  another  of 
those  maxims,  that  which  enjoins  a  disallow- 
ance of  all  applications  of  money  varying  from 
the  appropriation  in  object,  or  transcending  it 
in  amount! "  There  is  now  a  communication 
upon  our  tables  from  the  head  of  another  of 
the  Departments,  seeking  to  be  emancipated 
from  this  restrain^  and  asking  for  the  privilege 
of  transCarring  appropriations  from  one  ol^ect 
Qt  expenditure  to  another.  Has  there  Immi  a 
dispo^on  manifested  in  the  estimates  of  any 
of  the  Departinents,  to  "  redooe  the  nndefined 
field  of  contingencies,  and  thereby  circum- 
scribe discretionary  powers  over  money  f "  Sir, 
it  will  be  found  that  this  "field  of  contin- 
gencies," instead  of  being  reduced  by  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  has  been  greatly  extended, 
and  that  "  the  discretionary  powers  of  the  Ex- 
ecative  over  the  public  money,"  have  been  pro- 
portionately enlarged.  Some  of  the  items  in 
this  increase  of  *'  contingencies,"  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  bring  nuveparticnlarly  to  the  notice 
of  the  House. 

As  I  have  thoa  ventured,  Hx.  Speaker,  to  pre- 
aent  myself  in  the  nnliuhionable,  if  not  invidi- 
ous oharaoter,  of  an  ecooomist,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  state^  somewhat  more  in  detail,  what 
are  my  notions  upon  this  subject  Though  the 
advocate  of  economy,  I  am  not,  sir,  the  advo- 
cate of  a  niggardly  parsimony.  I  would  do 
away  with  aU  sinecure  places ;  all  sapemume- 
rary  offices,  which  serve  no  other  purpose  than 
to  be  snog  receptacles  for  court  favorites,  and 
channels  of  Executive  influoaoe.  But,  in  re- 
lation to  officers  who  are  really  necessary  to  the 
public  service,  I  would  ^ve  them  liberal  com- 
pensations. I  know  not,  at  this  moment,  a 
aoUtary  officer,  whose  salary  I  woold  reduce. 


I  would  touch  the  salary  (mly  throng  the 
office ;  and  by  one  and  the  same  act,  wherever 
I  found  a  sinecure,  or  a  mere  nominal  employ- 
ment, I  would  sweep  both  the  salary  ana  tioB 
office.  In  regard  to  those  great  public  estab- 
lishments essential  to  the  security  of  the  coun- 
try, I  would  mountain  them  aU  in  a  state  of 
salutary  vigor  and  efficient ;  but  as  the  best 
means  of  cUnng  that,  I  wooU  endeavor  to  fire* 
than  fmn  inonmbranoe,  and  to  pfonc*  Hum 
from  abuse  in  every  branch  of  their  admhda- 
toation.  This,  sir,  is  my  idea  of  poblio  eeoa- 
omy. 

Sir,  I  have  been  very  much  surprised  thsfc 
this  proposition  of  retrenchment  haa  been  so 
promptly  met  as  an  attack  uptm  the  present 
Administration.  Are  they  not  friends  of  econ- 
omy ?  The  President  has  ^ven  us  the  amplest 
professions  upon  this  subject — even  of  a  "  strict " 
and  "  vigilant "  economy.  Do  his  Mends  dis- 
trust his  sincerity,  or  does  their  sensibility,  on 
the  present  oocauon,  arise  from  the  proposed 
inquiry  into  the  disborsements  of  the  Govern- 
ment i  Bii,  this  is  made  our  &aty  animaUy, 
by  the  standing  rules  and  mders  at  tbm  Hmsa. 
It  is  a  duty  impcued  upon  us  by  a  still  Iii^wr 
authority  —  that  of  the  o<«istitutioa  itscif ; 
which  requires  that  "  a  rraular  stataraent  and 
account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all 
public  money,  shall  be  published  from  time  to 
time."  How,  sir,  to  mue  this  published  state- 
meat  of  tiie  expenditures  of  pubUo  money 
what  it  was  designed  to  tie,  a  chect  on  extrava- 
gance and  abuse.  It  must,  sometimes  at  least, 
embrace  particulars  and  details  which  can  be 
elicited  only  by  H>ecial  inquiry. 

But  an  hon(»abIe  gentleman  from  MassadiB- 
sette  ^fr.  Evuunr)  seemed  to  think  that  wo 
had  no  ri^tfiil  authority  to  inqidre  into  the 
expenditure  of  one  of  the  flonds  embraoed  by 
the  proposed  inquiry — tiie  flind  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  foreign  intercourse.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  this  fund  was  put  into  the 
bonds  of  the  President  as  the  constitutional 
organ  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations, 
and  that  as  such  he  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  it 
in  any  manner  he  pleased,  without  aisclosing 
the  particulars  of  its  expenditure  to  any  od& 
and  that,  by  the  proposed  inquiry,  we  should 
invade  a  high  prerogative  of  the  Preudentisl 
office.  Sir,  I  wiU  first  remark  that  this  o^eiH 
titm  prooeeds  from  a  mis^rehflnsion  in  point 
of  fiwt.  None  of  the  resolutions  oall  for  the 
particulars  of  the  expenditures  out  of  this  fond. 
They  only  ask  for  the  re!q>ective  amounts  of 
what  has  been  expended  out  of  this  ftand  and 
settied  at  the  Treasury,  without  any  fipecifica- 
tlon  of  the  nature  of  the  expenditure,  and  of 
what  has  been  expended  and  settied  in  the 
usual  way,  upon  specific  vouchers.  The  law 
authorizes  the  President  to  cause  tite  expendi- 
tures out  of  this  fund  to  be  settled  at  the 
Treasury,  ^'by  specially  acconoting  for  the 
same,  in  all  instances  wherein  the  expenditure 
may,  in  his  judgment,  be  made  public ;  ^'  and  in 
other  instances  by  m^elj  making  a  certificalo 
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ct  the  amount  of  vaoh  expenditure  u  be  maj 
think  it  cdviMblfi  not  to  tpedfy."  Now,  sir,  the 
resfdntioni  onder  contention  ask  only  far  the 
aggregates  of  these  two  oUsaea  of  ezpenditares ; 
sod  do  not  seek  a  disolosnre  of  the  particular 
items  of  either.  There  is,  therefore,  no  foon- 
dation,  in  point  of  foct,  for  considering  these 
resolntions  as  inraditig  any  prerogative  of  the 
Ftesident,  even  if  the  doctrine  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Uassachoeetts  were  correct. 

Bat,  nr,  as  I  consider  that  doctrine  altt^ther 
erroneous,  and  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the 
le^timote  fonctions  of  this  Hoose,  I  t>eg  leave 
here  to  protest  aMinst  it  It  was  once  oon- 
tmided  in  England,  that  the  Honae  <rf  Oom- 
mMia  had  no  risht  to  inquire  into  the  expendi- 
tore  of  the  oivU  list  revenue,  heoanse  that  was 
to  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of  a  private  and 
personal  grant  to  the  King,  snl^Jeet  ezdusively 
to  his  own  discretion.  There  was  a  plausible 
ground  for  that  claim  in  England,  inasmuch  as 
the  civil  list  revenue  is  always  settled  upon  the 
King,  at  his  accession,  for  life.  But  even  ^ere, 
it  has  been  long  since  repudiated,  and  abandon- 
ed by  Ministers  themselves,  and  the  civil  list 
revenue,  as  well  as  every  other  branch  of  the 
public  revenue,  is  held  to  be  a  trust,  in  the 
hands  of  the  sovereign,  sut^ect,  at  all  times,  to 
ezammation  and  control  by  the  Representatives 
of  the  people.  If  this  be  the  acknowledged 
dootrine  in  England,  in  relation  to  a  mtmarch 
hd^iig  Ids  power  independently  of  any  express 
act  ct  oonaant  on  the  part  itf  the  people,  how 
madi  more  applicable  is  it  to  a  Government 
like  cura,  where  the  Chief  U^strate  is  the 
immediate  creature  and  servant  of  the  pnbUc 
Till  and  reqwnaible  for  all  his  acts  t 

This  idea  of  the  responsibility  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  r^^d  to  the  disbursements  of  what  is 
oommonly  called  "  Ae  secret  service  "  fimd,  is 
founded  npon  a  total  misconception  of  the  act 
of  GoDgreas,  to  which  I  have  already  referred, 
iniat  act  of  Congress,  propei^eonaiaerBd,  does 
not  Teat  any  right  in  the  Preddent,  It  mly 
ooaveyB  aa  anthori^  to  the  aooounting  officers 
of  the  Treamry,  and  empowers  them  to  credit 
disbnraements  of  public  money,  in  certain 
cases,  withont  spedno  vouchers,  which,  other- 
wiscL  they  would  not  have  been  authorised  to 
nedit.  Hence,  the  oondading  declaration  of 
the  law,  that,  in  oases  of  secret  service,  the : 
mere  "certificate  of  the  President  shall  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  sum  or  sums 
therdn  expressed  to  have  been  expended. "  The 
true  purpose  and  effect  of  the  law,  is  to  protect 
the  J^esident  from  discloring  the  nature  of  his 
ezpeoditaree  out  of  this  Ama,totheaocounUng 
offiom  of  Um  Treaaory,  and  not  Uam  oom- 
monicating  them  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  in  their  hish  official  character,  as  the 
grand  inquest  of  uie  nation,  if  they  deem  it 
expedient  to  call  for  than.  This  power  of  Oon- 
gresB  is  an  inherent  and  fundamental  right  of 
the  people,  and  can  never  be  abandoned  in 
prindple,  without  betraying  the  interests  and 
^TU^gea^tf oarooDstttnenta.  How&ritDuqr 
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be  safe  and  prudent  to  ezerdae  it,  is  another 
queaticMi — erne  of  men  dlaeretirai,  which  mnst 
aeprad  npon  the  partioular  aroumstanuea  of 
each  ease,  as  it  shall  arise. 

Believing  it  to  be  the  right  and  the  duty  of 
this  House,  at  all  times,  to  institute  any  in* 
quiries  it  may  deem  necessary  into  the  disburse- 
ments of  public  money,  I  should  vote  for  the 
present  inquiry  upon  general  principles  alone. 
But  I  confess,  air,  I  have  a  further  reason  for 
giving  my  assent  to  the  proposed  investigation, 
in  the  present  instance.  I  find  that  much 
larger  sums  have  been  famished  to  the  present 
Adn^nistration,  on  account  of  all  the  funds  em- 
braced in  the  soope  this  inqnii^,  than  were 
fiimishedto  the  Administration  which  preceded 
it;  and  benoe  it  seems  to  me  to  be  pameularir 
proper,  that  we  should  inqnire  what  has  created 
the  necessity  for  these  increased  supplies,  and 
in  what  manner  they  have  been  disposed  of. 
For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  this  difference 
more  distinctly  to  the  House,  I  have  compiled 
from  our  appropriation  laws,  a  comparative 
statement,  snowing  the  sums  appropriated  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  Depart- 
ments, and  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse,  during  the  three  last  years  of  the 
last  Administration,  to  wit,  1822,  182S,  and 
1624 ;  and  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  same 
oMeeta  during  the  three  years  of  the  present 
Administration,  to  wit,  1825,  1886,  and  18ST. 
(Hen  Hr.  B.  exhiUted  a  table.) 
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Jram  this  exidhit,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the 
total  amount  of  appropriations  for  each  of  the 
contingent  ftmds  in  question,  for  the  three 
years  of  the  present  Administration,  has  greatly 
exceeded  the  total  amount  of  the  appropnatiMia 
for  the  same  funds,  during  the  last  three  yeara 
(Mf  ^e  preceding  Administration ;  presenting, 
in  the  aggregate,  an  inoreoae  of  little  less  than 
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60  per  cent  To  this  table,  I  bare  sabjoioed  a 
statement  of  the  ^propriations  for  the  whole 
ezpensea  of  foreign  interoonrse,  both  regnlar 
and  contingent,  for  the  same  periods,  exbibiting 
an  increase  of  corresponding  extent,  in  that 
branch  of  the  public  service,  nnder  the  present 
Administration.  I  have  inolnded  the  appro- 
priation for  foreign  interconrse  generallj,  be- 
cause thot  is  a  subject  particularly  referred  by 
the  constitution  and  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  diaoretion  a£  the  Executive ;  and 
for  the  re^ol^on  of  its  expenses,  therefore, 
the  Exeontive  is  particnlaily  responsible. 

Some  gentlemen  may,  npon  the  first  blnsh, 
account  for  the  great  difference  in  the  appro- 
priation for  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
nnder  the  present  and  late  Admmistrations,  by 
referring  it  to  the  opening  of  onr  diplomatic  in- 
tercourse with  the  South  Amencan  States. 
But  it  BO  happens,  that  that  intercourse  was 
opened  several  years  before  the  commencement 
of  the  present  Administration;  and  that,  in  the 
very  first  year  embraced  by  the  statement,  to 
wit,  in  1828,  a  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  was  impropriated,  by  a  separate  law, 
for  defraying  uie  ezpenae  of  miarions  to  the  in- 
dependent nationa  of  Sonth  America.  The 
oompariaon,  then,  is  altogeUier  fair,  embracing 
two  equal  periods  o{  time,  when  the  circum- 
stances of  uie  country,  in  its  for^gn  relations, 
were  as  similar  as  they  well  conld  be.  The  other 
subjects  of  comparison  in  the  foregoing  table, 
are  confined  to  contingent  appropriations,  be- 
cause, in  the  disbursement  of  them,  the  Execu- 
tive and  its  officers  have  an  unlimited  discre- 
tion, and  must,  therefore,  be  held  exclusively 
responrible  for  ezceadve  or  improper  expendi- 
tares. 

Before  I  take  mv  leave  of  this  table,  I  will 
call  &e  attention  of  the  Honae  to  a  foot  dis- 
closed by  it,  in  connection  witb  a  Tumting  re- 
mark made  by  a  friend  of  the  Administration, 
(Ur.  Pkabob,)  a  few  days  ago.  He  claimed 
great  credit  for  the  Administration,  that  they 
asked  no  appropriation  for  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  intereourse,  during  the  present  year ; 
and  either  he  or  some  other  gentleman  gave  us 
to  understand  that  snch  a  thing  had  not  hap- 
pened before,  since  the  origin  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Certain  it  is  that  I  have  seen  this  state- 
ment made  in  a  tone  of  great  confidence  and 
self-applause,  in  several  leamng  jonmals  devoted 
to  the  support*^  the  Administration.  Kow,  sir, 
we  are  not  under  the  necessity  of  travelling 
very  for  back  for  a  refotation  of  thia  assertion ; 
for  it  so  happens,  that,  in  two  ont  of  three 
years  of  the  last  Administration,  embraced  by 
the  statement  I  have  exhibited,  there  was  no 
anoh  wpn^riation.  The  years  1822  and  1828, 
it  will  be  seen,  present  perfect  blanks  asto  this 
appropriation.  If  we  go  further  back,  we  shall 
find  long  tracts  of  time,  during  which  there 
was  no  such  appropriation.  For  four  or  five 
snccessive  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  AdministrA- 
•  tion  there  was  none. 

I  said,  ilr.  Speaker,  that  the  large  increase  in 
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the  supplies  granted  by  Congress  to  the  pres- 
ent Admhiistration,  for  these  ol^ects,  rendered 
it  particnlarly  proper  that  we  should  inquire 
into  their  disbursement  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
(because  I  have  no  knowledge  npon  the  subject) 
that  there  has  been  any  thing  wrong  in  ihat  dis- 
bursement ;  nor  do  I  mean  to  say,  that  tho 
actual  expenditure  has  been  equal  to  the  ap- 
propriations. But  as  we  all  know  that  the  ap- 
propriations  made  by  Congress  are  founded  npon 
estimates,  fninishedby  the  several  Departments 
of  what  they  will  require  for  their  respective 
operations,  the  appropriations  made  most  be 
regarded  as  a  fair  criterion  for  approximatfaig, 
at  least,  the  actual  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  the  increase  of  expenditure,  in  the 
several  branches  of  the  public  service,  em- 
braced by  the  statement  I  have  exhibited,  baa 
not  kept  equal  pace  with  the  increase  of  appro- 
priations, I  have  seen  enonch  to  satisfy  me  that 
that  increase  has,  at  least,  heen  very  consider- 
able, under  the  present  Administration. 

The  aggregate  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  notorionsly  increased.  I  here 
of  its  ordinary  currant  expenditurea,  by  which 
I  mean  all  expenditurea,  except  payments  on 
account  of  the  pnbUc  debt,  and  demuds  arising 
from  treaties  with  foreign  nations.  Those  ex- 
penditures, in  1822,  were  $9,827,642;  in  1823, 
19,784,162;  in  1624,  $10,448,779,  making  A 
total  sum,  during  the  three  last  years  of  the 
last  Administration,  of  $80,060,578.  In  1825, 
the  same  class  of  expenditures  amonnted  to 
$11,416,682;  in  1826,  to  $18,068,816  ;  1627,  to 
$12,886,680;  making  a  total  sum  daring  the 
three  years  of  the  present  Administration,  of 
$86,764,428.  The  increase  of  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditures <^  the  Government,  under  the  pres- 
ent Admimstration,  compared  with  a  oorre- 
qxmding  period  of  the  last  AdmioistrBtioo,  has 
amonntM,the^  to  an  annual  sum  ctf  $8,884,618. 

Now,  sh-,  I  do  not  mean  to  hold  tho  Exeeo- 
tive  responsible  for  the  whole  of  this  increase 
of  the  pnblic  expeoditnres ;  bat  as  their  friends 
are  ever  ready  to  claim  for  them  the  credit  of 
whatever  good  has  i>een  done  since  they  came 
into  power,  it  is  but  fair  that  they  should  bear 
a  portion  of  the  blame  for  tlie  evil  which  may 
have  been  committed.  We  are  perpetually  told 
of  the  sixteen  millions  of  the  principal  of  the 
publicdebt,  which  have  been  extinguished  under 
the  present  Administration,  as  an  evidence  of 
their  good  management  and  as  if  the  merit 
belonged  personally  and  exclusively  to  ttiemi. 
If  they  are  to  have  the  whole  credit  of  tbb 
operation,  they  must  submit  to  bear  a  pmlion, 
at  least,  of  the  blame  which  may  be  imputed 
for  not  doing  more.  The  statement  whidi  I 
have  jnst  made,  shows  that  if  the  expenditures 
of  the  Government  under  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, had  been  kept  within  the  limit  assigned 
to  tliem  by  the  last  Adminis^ation,  a  further 
sum  of  near  seven  millions  of  dollars  might 
have  lieen  applied  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
pnblic  debt;  and,  instead  of  sixteen  million^ 
twenty-three  nuUicau  o£  it  might  have  beea 
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discharged,  Bince  the  present  Administration 
oune  into  office.  Oonsiderin^  the  deep  soHci- 
tnde  ^'  which  the  President  himself  informs  us, 

is  felt  hj  everj  class  of  our  citizens  for  the 
total  discharge  of  the  public  debt,"  and  the 
earnest  desires  professed  by  himself  upon  the 
mibject,  it  was  justly  to  hare  been  ezT>ect«d  that 
he  wotdd  lue  ul  hia  influence  and  all  his  vigi- 
luioe  to  harten  a  "  ooiuammation  bo  denmuy 
tobewiM." 

How,  nr,  witik  such  focta  as  these  befbre  onr 
eyes,  is  it  r&rj  nupriuog  that  soine  of  ns 
should  entertun  and  ventiire  to  npnm  the 
opinion,  that,  whatever  other  merits  tiie  pres- 
ent Administration  may  possess,  an  exemplary 
frugality  is  not  one  of  Uiem!  There  are  many 
persons  in  this  country  who  have  not  regarded 
the  last  Administration  as  a  model  of  public 
economy.  If  they  were  obnoxious  to  the 
charge  of  extQUva^ance,  what  must  be  said  of 
the  present  Administration  I  And  yet  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massacluisetta,  in  his 
pathetic  summary  of  the  wnoigs  and  persecu- 
tions of  the  preseat  Administnlioii,  spedaUy 
compluned  of  the  charge  o/t  extnva^moe.  He 
seemed  to  think  it  a  very  hard  case  that  those, 
whom  he  oonndered  such  good  stewards  of  the 
public  resources,  should  be  regarded  by  others 
as  rather  deficient  in  some  of  the  attribntes  of 
that  character.  He  complained,  too,  that  the 
members  of  the  cabinet,  whom  he  eulogized 
for  their  distinguished  talents,  their  wisdom, 
their  virtues,  their  publio  services,  had  been 
viewed  and  spoken  of  with  less  admiration  by 
others ;  and  sei  all  this  cU)wn  to  the  aooount 
of  a  pMTsecuting  spirit 


Vbdhtoat,  Febnury  6. 

The  House  took  vp  the  nwrfation  on  Re- 

trenchment. 

Mr.  Dbatton  said,  from  the  tenor  of  the  ree- 
olations  moved  by  the  gentionan  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  OHn,Toir,)attdof  the  amendments  to 
them,  offered  by  the  geotieman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Hauilton,)  it  appears,  that  their 
objects  are  to  luijaire  into  the  expenditures  of 
this  Administration,  and  to  ascertiun  whether 
they  cannot  be  diminished.  To  one  of  these  ex- 
penditures, that  relating  to  what  has  been  term- 
ed the  secret  service  ftind,"  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Uat^land,  (Ur.  Dobset,) 
exclusively  wpiies,  and  is  amendatory  of  an 
amendment  m  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, upon  the  same  subject.  No  other  excep- 
tion, then,  could  be  urged  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  than 
that  it  was  superfluous,  being  embraced  witliin 
the  scope  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  Admitting  tnis  to  be 
the  esse,  it  is  not  worth  an  argument,  or  rath- 
er the  time  which  the  argument  would  consume, 
to  show  that  the  Amendment  is  superfluous; 
because  its  reception  will  not  interfere  with,  or 
emburrasa  the  proceedings  of  any  committee, 
to  which  the  pending  resolutions  may  be  refer- 
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red.  But,  if  the  amendment  of  tiie  gentieman 
from  Maryland  is  calculated  to  render  more  full 
and  perfect  the  information  sought  for  by  my 
colleague,  then,  of  course,  it  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed ;  that  it  is  (udoulated  to  produce  that  effect, 
seems  to  me  to  be  manifest  The  mere  specifi- 
cation of  the  amount  of  moneys  disbursed  by 
the  present  Executive,  out  of  the  secret  servloe 
ftmd,  nooonnected  wiui  the  knowledge  of  vhat 
has  been  expended,outof  theHunef^nd,!^  Us 
predeoesson,  would  be  useless.  Without  com- 
paring together  the  amounts  thus  ^sbnrsed  by 
the  President  and  by  his  predecessors,  and 
talting  into  consideration  the  times,  and  the 
situation  of  the  country,  in  its  internal  and  ex- 
ternal relations,  we  can  arrive  at  no  conclusion 
approaching  to  satisfaction.  These  comparisons 
are  impossible,  nnless  the  amendment  of  the 
gentieman  from  Maryland  be  acted  upon,  and. 
therefore,  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  With  all 
possible  official  lights,  we  shall  still  be  at  a  loss 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  propriety  or  im- 
propriety G^disbursementa,  regulated  by  Execu- 
tive discretioD,  often  exercised  upon  delicate 
transactions,  which  both  policy  and  good  futh 
require  to  be  kept  secret.  It  has  been  suggest- 
ed, that  the  committee  without  this  amend- 
ment would  make  the  iavestigAtion  it  calls  for ;  , 
but  they  might  not.  By  the  tenor  of  the  reso- 
lution, relating  to  the  secret  service  fund,  they 
would  not  be,  necessarily,  lent  to  that  extended 
investigation,  as  the  language  of  the  resolution 
limits  the  inquiry  to  the  disbursements  by  the 
President  in  office.  To  guard  against  any  omis- 
sion, and  to  obtain  the  facts  required,  we  there- 
fore give  to  our  committee  the  instructions  we 
think  proper  for  its  guidance.  Committees  are 
the  organs  of  titis  House ;  and  'Us  the  right,  and 
tfae  duty  of  the  House  to  f^ve  than  such  diree- 
tioiM  as  It  thinks  best  ouculsted  to  attain  its 
objects,  and  leave  to  inference,  what  may  be 
rendered  definite  and  certain.  *Tis  also  deura^- 
ble,  whenever  an  inquiry  is  instituted  into  the 
conduct  of  a  public  officer,  that  every  semblance 
of  pnyudice,  or  party  spirit,  should  be  avoided. 
In  moving  his  amendment,  my  friend  and  col- 
league was  influenced  by  fair  and  honorable 
motives;  but  if  an  amendment,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  tlirow  light  upon  the  conduct  of  this 
President,  by  comparing  it  with  that  of  other 
Presidents  under  similar  circumstances,  should 
be  r^ected ;  then  the  inference  might  be  drawn, 
that  the  resolution  of  my  colleaffoe  was  framed 
with  tiie  view  of  excluding  necessary  and  im- 
portant information,  and  a  character  be  thus 
given  to  it  at  variance  with  what  he  intended. 
In  conducting  an  inquiry  Into  the  conduct  of  a 
publio  officer,  we  oaght  not  only  to  have  all  the 
evidence  before  us,  which  we  think  is  calculat- 
ed to  enligliten  our  judgments,  but  whicli  the 
friends  of  that  officer,  upon  this  fioor,  may 
deem  necessary  for  his  Justification,  unless  what 
is  required  should  be  piaiidy  indative.  Whether 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
be  important  or  unimportant,  may  admit  of  a 
diffisreoce  of  opinion:  that  it  is  not  indstivei 
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will  be  coDoeded  by  everr  one.  For  these  rea- 
aoiUf  I  am  in  fovor  the  amendment  vhioh 
bai  been  pn^Kwed  by  tiiegendttnaa  from  Mary- 
land. 

Tbe  yeaa  and  naji  being  taken,  were— yeai 

178,  naya  2. 

The  qoeetion  was  pat  to  agree  to  the  reaola- 
tions  of  Hr.  Ohiltox,  as  amended,  and  vaa 
determined  in  the  affirmative  noanimonsly. 

Sothe  reaolodona  passed  in  thefollowing  form: 

"  Retolved,  TiiMi  ft  Select  Committee  be  appcnnt- 
ed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  f nqnire  and  report  to 
tUa  House,  if  any,  and  what,  retrenohment  ean  be 
made,  with  safety  to  tiiie  pnblte  interest,  in  tb«  nooH 
ber  <tf  the  ofieeis  of  the  Govenunent  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  tlie  amoont  <ii  salaries  which  they  may 
respectively  receive ;  more  especially,  to  report  spe- 
dfloally  on  the  following  heads  : 

"  1st.  What  reductions  nS  expense  can  be  made  in 
the  State  Department,  in  the  number  and  solanes  of 
the  oScen  and  clerics  attadied  to  thla  Department, 
in  the  expenses  regulating  the  foreign  Interconrse, 
and  in  the  printing  and  diatribation  of  the  public 
laws  of  the  United  SUtes. 

"  2d.  What  reductions  in  the  Tressory  Department, 
and  whether  an  effiectire  system  of  aocoimt^ility, 
and  for  the  ooUeetlon  the  pnbUe  does,  ia  there 
esUblished. 

,  "Sd.  What  lednctfeoB  of  expense  can  be  made  in 
the  Nary  Department,  in  the  clerks  and  officers 
now  noting  anbordlnately  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 
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"4th.  What  redactions  of  expenxe  can  be  made 
in  the  Department  of  War,  in  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, and  In  the  clerks  and  oEBcen  now  actii^  sab* 
onUnately  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

'*6th.  What  reductioDfl  of  expense  can  be  madeia 
the  number  of  ofiBcers,  and  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation which  they  maj  rec^Te,  in  the  Poatmaster 
General's  Department 

"  And  that  the  committee  be  farther  tnatnieted  to 
examine  the  several  contingent  funda  of  each  tA 
these  Departmenla,  and  to  report  the  amount  and 
objects  for  which  disbursements  hare  been  made, 
from  theae  funds ;  and  that  they  report  the  amounts, 
voocbed  and  unroaoked,  wMofa  have  been  paid  from 
the  secret  serrioe  fond,  dnee  the  first  day  of  Jidy, 
l^QO,  or  the  fund  regulating  the  cMiUngeDdcs  of 
foreign  intercoane,  and  of  the  fund  for  the  eapensss 
of  the  intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powera. 

"  And  that  they  further  report  whether  the  com- 
pansation  of  members  of  Congress  should  be  rc> 
doced ;  and  whether  the  fixed  salaries  of  the  offlcea 
of  this  House  and  its  coDtlogent  expenses,  can,  with 
propriety,  be  diminished. 

"  And  rartber,  that  they  inquire  whether  any  mo4> 
ifleation  of  the  rinktng  fund  act  can  be  made,  with 
a  view  of  prodneing  a  mino  speedy  axtii^irishmest 
of  tiie  pnbue  debt.*^ 

Hr.  Hamilton,  Kr.  Inobah,  Vr.  SsMum, 
Hr.  Rma,  Hr.  Etkbctt,  Hr.  ytiaMixm^  and 
Hr.  WnoHT,  of  New  York,  were  appt^ted  the 
oommittee. 


Rttrmckmmlt. 
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Aatolopa  eouldcnd,  <Ml 
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Ml ;  notton  to  reoommlt,  no  erldaneo  of  tha  unooat, 
to  wbom  It  WM  glTen,  or  tbe  prwriM  Umu  of  th«  eon- 
dlUon,  «4S;  k  qneatfon  wbeth«r  their  bringlag  into  this 
oonntry  had  been  lawfbl  or  not,  MS ;  right  wUeh  tbeaa 
paraona  mar  haro  to  tlM  AMouu,  MS;  act  of  1808,  M; 
fluli  cf  tho  cue,  M ;  Ao  Boaaa  abosM  nMlT*  a  nport 
ti  tho  feeti^  M>;  iball  ire  kara  tbeaa  ftoa  panoBi  bare, 
la  « land  of  freedom,  OT-  ehall  wa  eompal  the  peUtloiier 
totc-axportthemtotheiroiierf  the  Veat  Indieaf  MS; 
feela  loqnlred  for,  W;  Acta  of  the  mae,  648 ;  rMolntloB 
Bmended,  M4 ;  on  what  poand  ia  It  aaanmed  that  tUa 
OoTemment  baa  a  right  over  the  prlrate  property  of 
OBeof  Itadtluna,  S44;  ihe  oonrt  haa  decided  that  tbeaa 
aUTea  betong  toalbfelgndalmaat,  M4;  Itwaatbapao* 
pU«f  O«o^irboirento«v*l>et^  tbeaa  AftieaBa 
ritoBld  nmalB  witUa  thtfr  torrttorr,  M4;  tbe  amand- 
ment  afBrrna  aa  a  fact  wbat  the  petition  and  deerea  of 
ttie  oonit  deu]',  MS;  they  were  taken  aeeoiding  to  the 
lawB  and  luagea  of  AAlca,  and  the  natlona  to  which  Hmj 
baloBc  445;  the  man  baa  a  bard  heart  who  wonld  Jna- 
tuy^ilavery  In  the  Bbatra«t,Mft;  a^lrit  of  ne^ectlDg 
onr  own  aflUra  for  tb«  pupoaa  of  regnlatlng  thoae  of 
Mr  neighbor,  94B;  tftUaaaMBdawBtta  adopted.  It  goea 
totoadt  the  legal  right  to  eTery  alaTa  In  tUa  eoantir 
9raftoBa^taDportid,8a;  bin  reeommlttod,  M& 

Beaohitlon  of  Inqolrf  leapoetlng  ragalatlona  npon 
which  prlTato  property  aball  be  taken  for  pnbHc 
oae,  CM;  eecaalon  vS  tbe  reaoloUon,  667;  a  ilmllar 
laeolattoB  finrmerlr  Introdnoed  Into  the  Htaai^  tBX\ 
fifth  amendment  to  tbe  oonatUatton,  tSt. 

4fWoan  AbHwi  nnd  8Ia«anF>-Aa  JStte^  Toll.  1,  ^  aad  A> 
deo^  ToL  6,  SUMmy. 


AffHcmltmr*,  OotnmMtt  oifc— A*  Axlaia,  toL  8L 
AuaufOMM,  Mam,  BepraaaBtallTo  fram  Tirglnla,  IP*.  Aa 

/«Mte^  Tela.  «,  T,  8. 
AlffH*t»  War.—S*0  IndM,  toL  1. 

MtgUttc*,  Fonign.—a—  Indm,  toL  1;  olao  IndM,  toU. 

S,  Q, «,  JbpoMiiMM. 
Aujw,  Hoaaag;  BepreaentatlTe  from  Ylrglnla,  808.  AaJii. 

(Iw,  vabi «,  7,  a. 
ALun,  Bunrai.  C,  Repreaaatalln  tnm  HanaahBaatCi^  808; 

OB  the  eaae  of  Haclgnj  D'AoUriTe,  687.  &a  IndM, 

Tola.  6,  T,  a. 

AxBiox,  WiLLiB,  KepreeentatlTa  from  Sortb  OaroHna,  OOl 
Sm  Indtm,  ToU  S,  8,  4,  6,  & 

^meUa  ialoMt.-^  AdMS  Td.  8. 

.iBMxIwMB*  q^fta  OwirtllMliwi.— Ia  the  Hobh  a  randatloB 
Jbr  tbe  amendment  «f  tto  oraittlatlai  ooaridend,  8; 
aneonaUtntional  to  make  tba  amaadmenta,  4;  eoatm- 
dietary  to  azperieaea,  4;  aeenrl^  prorlded  ivalnat 
amendraenta,  from  Ugfet  and  trivial  caoaea,  by  tbe  mode 
of  making  them,  4;  provUo  of  tbe  fifth  article  of  the 
cooftltatlon,  4;  powera  of  the  President  deemed  not  to 
be  tbe  proper  ottJeetof  mnch  }e«lons]r,  4;  theflttberaof 
tbe  revolatlMi  tboagbt  dlAieatljr,  4;  a  few  of  bla  eon- 
itttatlonal  attribataa  ■"'■'■■i',  4;  tba  powem  of  tbo 
Prcaldaa^  dtboa^  great,  an  naeaaaaijlvr  tbe  aaJUf 
of  the  RepnbUc^  4;  baftm  any  amendment  la  adopted 
Its  adaptabUI^  to  the  ifrfrit  and  genlna  of  onr  govern- 
ment  ought  to  be  aaoertalned,  fi;  the  fMnara  of  tba 
eonatltatlon  well  knew  that  tbe  Btotea  were  tbo  best 
gnardlane  of  State  rlghta,^;  wheaevarthe  State  legtolv 
torea  bare  appointed  the  electora  Inatead  of  dealgnatlng 
tba  mode  «tf  tbeir  alaetlen,  tbay  have  Tldated  tbe  eon* 
■tItatloB,  S;  rafaWMa  to  tba  FodanOla^  S;  wbat  baa 
bewi  tba  <varattoa  of  tba  eoBitUatko?  8;  tba  adoptloa 
of  tba  district  iTsteat,  and  a  direct  vote  In  dlatrleta  for 
Preatdent  and  Tlee-PrealdMit,  wonU  cure  tba  most 
alanning  of  theae  ovila,  8;  Intention  of  tbe  eoBsUtntlon 
In  Interpoelng  the  aleetonl  ooUegea,  6;  the  votiag 
direotljr  and  Immedlatelj  for  tba  man  of  tbeIr  (Aoioe 
would  be  piodnetlTe  <tf  Uvelr  mtUhetltm  on  tbe  part  of 
tbe  pa^e,  t;  tbo  freeb«rtd  «<m  «>««  aofftig*  of  Tlr- 
glBla,T;  OtaamMdmaet  doea not Interfbia wilb  State 
TighlB,T;  tbe  power  of  tbo  Hoaaa  aa  oxerebed  la  tbla 
election  la  the  onlj  parelj  Meratlve  Itatare  tbat  now 
remains,?;  If  the  daftmned  fbatarea  of  cornptlon  bare 
been  ben  mulfiated.  Is  there  bo  mode  of  ezpatllng  the 
monater  but  bj  digging  tta  fcaadatlBBa  «f  tba  aoa* 
atltntionaledllleer  8l 

AfineatlonofTaatlatanittothapaoplaofthlB  aoaa* 
trr,8;aqeaitta  of  aerwaliatr  Imratn^ 8;  la  p(ao> 
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tiM  bow  dow  Um  BDTtnlgntx  of  Um  fopU  op«imt«  Is 
th*  «Mlon  of  thi  GUtf  Ibslitata  flf  Oa  Mtion  1 8 ;  It 
U  nU  Ihrt  It  nmrwH  lalradad br  tlw frnntn  tbat 
tlM  pMqd*  ihonM  «xardM  tlili  Important  fnnettM  of 
•iMtlBg  the  Praaldeitt,  8;  Tt»w  takan  of  the  qacatloD  I17 
Tmrioni  spMlun,  8 ;  wu  It  norer  latendrd  that  tlw  pao- 
pla  ihooU  aloet  tho  PrMldant  T  9 ;  whftt  1«  the  liagiuge  of 
tttpmmblo  ta  tho  ooiutlt«itl<»?  9;  •TtdanoM  dnwn 
tmmlbseoiutltatloB,*;  m  thwa  itMbbwi  1 9 ;  oplHloM 
«f  IUHmm,  HuaUtoB,  J>7>  *;  Vo. «  of  tho  TodonIK 
t;  whatwm  tb«  opUoM  •BtHWned  1m  tbcsoBTOB- 
tfoa  of  TlnHnlft  to  itWk  tU«  OMutltatloii  wh  nib- 
inlttodT  9;  ninarkiof  Monro*,  9;  will  ur  onalwsBM 
tiio  opinion  that  hoiooftor  tUi  tUetlon  will  but  Mldom 
doTOlro  on  GongTMif  10;  two  propodtloni  eOnslderod, 
10;  tbooonrtltntlon  ■hoold  beaoamandedtlutt  thedM- 
tton  of  PiMldoat  and  TIea-PrMident  aliaU,  In  no  oron^ 
dmlra  upon  tho  napeatlT*  Honaaa  of  CoBgrtM,  10; 
difcate  of  the  oonaUtrtion,  10;  wbj  tbfa  eUoUMi  ihotikl, 
iB  BO  OTMil,  doToln  OD  OoafiMaf  10;  ttm^happaa 
ttat  »  minority  aMr«lMt  ft  Praaldont,  11;  la  than  no 
dangar  that  eran  the  BapioaantatiTaa  of  ftoemoa  m^. 
In  an  avll  htnir,  bo  touptad  to  dopart  from  the  path  vt 
Autfl  U;  li  Imnuumlate  porltj  to  be  fonnd  within 
theee  walU,  aod  In  no  other  aomer  ot  the  earthf  U; 
It  la  aatd  that  Itar  tha  bonor  of  tUa  Honaa  a  anairidoa 
ahonld  not  ba  lodalged  that  It*  mcmbert  eon  Id  bo  eor- 
n^tod,  18;  U  tUa  daetfam  ibaD  freqiHHit^  der^rtva  on 
Oongraaa,  a  door  wIO  ba  opened  to  eotniptlon,  latHgna, 
and  to  oOeo  hnnton,  thiongb  wbleh  the  orll-doar  may 
■cm*  day  aap  tha  fenndatlDna  of  tha  BopnbUo,  18; 
whan  the  alactton  eomea  to  thU  Honaa  It  la  ealealated 
to  Istorfcr*  with  and  Impada  the  ordinary  bnatneoa  of 
leclalatloa,  1& 

Tho  propoaiUoa  that  aaeh  State  In  tha  Union  •ball  ba 
dMdod  Into  an  many  dlitriata  at  there  an  BanotMa  and 
aeptaaaatatlwaln  OoBgrew  ftem  each  guta,  18;  olijoet 
of  thopfi9oaittoa,18;dotlwpeople  Inerary  aeetlon  of 
the  Unloii,  in  &et,  po— tn  and  ezerdae  their  equal  rela- 
t  tlT«  weight  In  the  aleeUonf  18;  a  bare  majority  of  tha 
peqile  of  the  aU  larger  Btatea  mi^t  eleet  a  Pi«ald«at, 
U ;  tkedllemBa,14;  wlU  tbaamaUer  StateaDbM  to  that 
part  of  the  laaolntiMi  irtileh  aariadea  the  election  tnm 
OongraatrU;  will  the  larfar  Stataa  ot)JeetrU:n  ml- 
BarKr  ln«aa  of  tha  largor  Btataa,  wboaa  T«loe  la  ontiroly 
■appraaiad,  nay  ba  Arc  ttmaa  aa  larg*  aa  a  mt^oMj  la 
one  of  the  amaller  Stataa,  18;  JMawara  and  New  Toifc, 
U{  an  ooenrreaea  la  mm  of  tha  diatrlota  of  Maryland, 
1&;  tha  people  reqnlrenoMCkagoneyutheelaetotat  IS; 
it  is  Mid  that  when  we  approach  thla  eooaUUtlon  we 
■tandon  holy  ground,  18;  the  amendment  doea  not  pro- 
poaa  to  disturb  the  principle,  bat  leaves  It  where  the 
eoa8tltationplae*dlt.l8;  thentbjeet  of  daveiy.lT;  tt 
ii  add.  that  la  aU  alartlona  tha  mlMri^  hare  ae  ilshta, 
aBlanMfabmlt,n;lttotboaibtUMg*nenl  lUeC 
tyitem  would  most  effeetnally  omah  tha  eanena  at  the 
oeatn  of  the  Btata,  IT;  U  ia  objected  that  the  amend- 
Beat  Intarftras  with  Btate  rifhta  and  tends  to  emsoUda- 
tioBof  the  Union,  IT;  by  tlila  plan  It  Is  proposed  to  take 
fhna  CoDgraaa  tho  eootlngont  power  of  dootlng  the  Pre- 
Meat  and  Tle»-riMldant,  and  to  gin  tt  to  thepaivl*  of 
tha  Stataa,  IB;  la  ttla  prododag  ooaadUadoaT  18; 
does  thla  ^  tak*  ftoM  the  Urge  Stataa  aay  of  tbelr 
lightor IB;  ttUMUaataayattampttopiapoaaaaMBd- 
neato  to  tha  eoostltadon  was  naeonsHtatlonal,  18;  we 
are  adinralahad  that  we  shonld  be  eaottooa  In  toaohlng 
tUa  ohartar  of  osr  Ubartiaa,18;  tha  ooataat  between 
Batr  and  JaihraoB,  18. 

A  qaaaUon  great  Importaaea  ta  the  small  Statoi^  19 ; 
the  twottty-on*  pfopaaHleaa  that  hart  bean  aabnltlsd, 
19;  exIaUBcelMaBitaBaaa  aadthapioianttlaiaAawit 


JaatUy  aay  amaadmasta  whataTCr,98;  Itwaa  net 
taadad  that  tha  •OMtltnttoa  Aaald  bo  aflbatad  by  av«7 
wted,  88 ;  BO  nU  llram  th*  paopla  that  ooght  to  ba  haadad 
la  Tdatloa  to  tha  propneltloBs  now  ander  AaeaastaB,  W ; 
Am  amendaieat  made  ta  IBM, »;  that  amendment  took 
from  the  small  Btatea  an  Inflaenca  in  the  primary  elec- 
tion, which  they  might  have  exerdsad,  and  whld  they 
eaaaot  bow  exerdae,  81 ;  extiaet  from  the  apeeeh  of 
Got.  Oiliwold  of  OMBeaHoat,  n ;  praeesjlots  ef  lbs 
OoBvoBtloa  wtiA  IbnBcdtho  caaitltBtioB  on  thlspalat, 
n;  aa  alaettea  by  the  Boas*  was  BoC,  to  tha  ftaman  of 
tto  BonsUtatlon,  by  anytotaa^  aa  anaxpoetod  oraa^ 
M;  the  dlfllmnt  modes efappolntlDgelaetorsenHBlnedi 
18;  Madison's  opinion  that  the  Btata  LegtslataTca  oooid 
appoint  elector!,  81 ;  the  exerdas  of  thla  power  ta  some 
eaaea  may  be  Jnstlfled  from  neeesslty  and  poH^.IS; 
leaaona  against  taking  the  power  ftom  State  LeglsMBiait 
18;  IhoeleetkmbrdWrietaBrighttamaayoaBaamlnla 
tbo  power  of  large  Stataa,  aad  lisasB  their  fcroa  aadla- 
flaeaee,  88;  tha  plaiall^  mode  of  aleetlBE  maabanaf 
Congreaa,tl 

Tha  propodtlon  te  ramore  the  alectlan  from  the  Hoaaa, 
and  tha  loas  which  the  small  States  will  enstaln,  84  ;  ex- 
tract from  tha  Utter  of  Washington,  84 ;  if  tbo  eenstl- 
tatloB  was  flnmed  ta  the  tme  spirit  of  compromise  It 
may  not  ba  improper  to  taqalro  tato  the  lotatiTe  lam 
ami  gata  balwaeB  tta  Iwga  aad  kbbR  Stataa,  8t;  tha 
anrapresaoted  fraetlon*  of  ■aiall  Stataa,  88;  tba  dM 
this  fraettoD,  considering  the  usages,  aa  well  aa  many 
of  the  eatabllshed  nlea  vt  the  Oovemmeat,  88;  tb*  IB- 
flnenea  and  politleal  power  of  acune  of  the  larger  Stataa 
^Te  ineraased  beyond  the  ealenlatleaB  ef  the  ftnman 
of  tha  eonstltatlon,  t&;  shall  one  portioB  «q)oy  all  tba 
benefita  of  the  oo&stltatioB,  wlille  another  pottloa  of 
the  Statea  us  deprlred  of  what  It  waa  tatendad  they 
■bDOldaqlorrai;  tha  poaallar  popBkttoBorlhaBoath- 
en8tatea,88;  aBepraaeatBllT«<tf  thonadoaa^tto 
ba  considered  as  aaft  an  agsnt  aa  a  member  of  a  State 
'  Leglalatnre,  87 ;  the  member  from  New  York  eanat 
•opport  the  Admlnlstntlen,  9T ;  while  aone  bar*  torn- 
tanded  that  the  reowval  of  tha  election  fruaa  the  Haass 
li  neeeaaary  te  prerant  tha  operaHen  of  tba  eaatid 
power,  otheia  hare  coatoBdcd  tbatlt  laiieoaaauT  tor» 
•tor*  regalar  •omlBadoaa,S7;  impropri*^  of  thopee- 
poaed  altantioBa.  and  Impartuea  of  that  fcatm  ta  the 
Marattv*  ByatamtoMnaU  Stataa wUch  It  la  psapaasd 
to  take  from  them,  88 ;  Bhode  Island  not  b«dttad  bar 
sister  Btataa  In  the  late  struggle,  S& 

QaesUoB  tarolred  In  amno  ob*enrity  by  aot  dls- 
tlnfOisblng  clearly  between  the  oltjecta  of  the  Oeacml 
aad  State  Oovemmenl^  89;  htstotyof  oarOoT««aeat, 
89 ;  why  ware  tha  powara  of  aorerelgn^  dlvldod  betvaea 
Oa  twa  OevaraaNnto  f  88;  th*  paa|4*  of  «adi  State  AaB 
^ipotot  alaetora  la  tnA  maaaer  as  thoy  In  their  aaip^ 
rate  eapadty  ahaU  ie*  at,  80;  tba  power  te  rofatate  tba 
mode  te  appoint  eleetera  ta  caeb  State  la  a  State  right, 
80;  the  resi^tiona  prapoae  te  take  fh>m  tbe  Scsim 
all  manner  of  contrd  over  the  alectJoa  of  PresHsat,  (a- 
dpient  or  final,  to  destroy  its  Ibderal  character,  and 
makeltBatiraaliSO;  tha  axteMteaof  tbepowaneftba 
e«Mni  fl«vam«MBt  to  aay  aabtect  «*ldeat|y  wUia 
the  eogaiaaBaa  <f  the  Btataa,  raaMTCi  mm  barrier  agslast 
the  taraads  of  that  Oovenmeat  apoa  Ih*  awiawHaly 
aad  iBdepeadeBee  of  tba  States  81;  H  taaddOaiaa 
eleotlos  bytho  HosMvlelataa  tha  maxim  which  inhlblli 
the  division  of  power  between  the  Exeentlve  and  Legit- 
UHve  departments,  81;  It  U  add  the  deettea  If  te* 
Booaa  expeac*  tbe  OMmbera  to  be  Avwrtod  ftom  A»b 
daty,  88;  (he  prlnd^  that  aoactitate  the  twafcHea 
•fito*  Btataa,  89,  a& 

Obtaettaaa  to  Uw  raaoMkaa  tiBsUmi,  M;  aat  a 
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proper  tlin«  to  ut  on  the  uiiendnMoU,Ui  tlwBtmbar  j 
of  Um  naolBUou,  Afld  Tmri«t7  erf  tba  pUM  prqpowd,  14;  I 
tin  propilBtj  Hd  MMBtU  ilghtof  a  Btati  to  tsU  m- 
MWdlif  to  tiM  g— Mil  tUfct  fliB,  38;  whq  adwatiig 
on  ttw  nod*  of  tlMtlBf  br  fwanl  tfokct  bs  ta  uj 
SUtotM;  itliMldttwtwhntlMgmanltlokfttaTstom 
li  Sfdoptod  by  ona,  It  acts  u  w,  Uad  of  monl  eaudon 
upon  all  to  adapt  it,  M ;  the  prapodtlMi  to  diq>«BM  with 
•lecton  altogatlMr,  and  permit  Uie  peoplo  to  Tote  direct- 
ly for  Freeldeiit  and  Vlee-PraiideBt,  M;  the  prupodtioa 
to  aiMiid  tbe  MMtUatloa  la  mack  aaunar  m  to  pMvmt 
the  eleetkm  fton  dartdTing  on  Ciwfwai,  SC;  hM  Oob- 
graMaboMdtblapovartn;  extract  from  the  Bl|#ta  (tf 
Man,  8T ;  attempt  to  divert  onr  sttooUMi  from  tlM  da- 
fecto  of  the  eoaitltatioii  hj  expraulDg  reTerenes  ftir  Ita 
franwri,ft7;  the  eonatitntiaii  pioTed  defoetlve  In  one 
Ter7  Important  pertlwiiar,  88 ;  It  secarae  to  va  the  right 
of  amendment,  88 ;  It  make*  no  eertalo  proTlalon  tar  the 
eleetloD  of  Pieddast  as  It  atandi^  M;  elnntmatanoea 
eoBSweted  with  the  lato  PiwddeatUl  thalloA,  M. 

Tlw  piBB  piopoaad  more  liable  to  abiae  thaa  th»  pn^ 
CDt  afitam,  and  etBenUaUy  ImpmctloaUe,  St ;  the  pr«e- 
ent  wganlaation  of  the  electoral  ejatom  la  aaeenUaUy 
ealenlated  to  eoneentrato  pabUe  opioloa  on  thoae  who 
deeerre  pablle  eonfldenoe,  W;  artfUUf  eonUnded  the 
people  wonld  bavo  moro  power  Ib  Um  eleetioa,  St ;  Un- 
ycttcahlKty  of  the  plan  pippoeed,  <0;  thtderig&ef  the 
oonatUuUon  ovUmtljrwaa  that  the  Preridort  ibonldbe 
doMi  bgr  the  peofiU  of  the  Btitoa  b  their  edtootiTe 
fi^M^r,u  dUtBetladepeBdent  eonuMmlUeatM;  the 
iaevluble  milt  tf  the  piopoeed  chaafs  la  not  only  to 
matttpl/  candidates,  bat  to  bring  forward  candldatea  of 
a  dilbrent  dais  or  order,  41 ;  what  baa  been  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  Bottom  t  43 ;  error  ttota  the  political 
.  Ttow  taken  of  the  people  of  thU  ooontrr,  43 ;  the  eon- 
itttatloa  pnaerlba*  that  this  poww  ihonld  be  exeteiaed 
the  BtalM,dS;  wehnvenorlght  toantend  br  deatrojF- 
Ing  ft  iSMt  ndleal  power  or  the  Stalea,  iS. 

Thk  QMition  one  vt  the  gieateat  eoueqaenee  to  the 
pec^le  of  the  United  SUtes,  48 ;  it  le  aeid  we  mwit  not 
attempt  to  improve  by  experianoe  in  the  march  of  time, 
44 ;  the  ExacuUre  baa  already  as  maeh  power  giren  blm 
aa  any  Mend  of  bis  oountry  woald  wlah  him  to  have,  44 ; 
the  fraowrs  of  the  eonatitotton  were  not  paaaoeaod  of 
tn^lratloa,  44;  when  joaanlnpaiwltof  theMentlTo 
principle  yon  unit  look  to  the  Senate  braoofa  «f  the  Ha- 
ttonal  Legljlatara,  48;  It  la  aald,  the  Ultle  Stalee  will 
never  apM  to  anyMoh  amendment  It  wlU  be  taking 
from  them  their  aoTcrclcn  rqoallty  without  giving  an 
•qnlvalant,  45;  It  laMld  the  dIatrictayBtomwUltendto 
a  eontolldadon  of  the  Statea,  4D ;  it  la  aald  the  argnmaot 
re^iolre*  the  ftee  votoia  la  all  the  Statea  to  be  pat  on  a 
Jbotlog  vt  eqaalilyi  4S;  a  oaocoa  la  the  ereatare  of  Je- 
tton, 48 ;  it  la  add  a  cancoe  la  aantwiy  te  orileetlng 
utd  onitlng .  the  pablto  will,  44 ;  the  dlBuewe  between 
aeaoenattUiplaoe  and  oUawbere,48;  tbaiaeoirap- 
tttaUl^  at  tUa  Honaa  mt  to  bo  believed,  a;  the  peofde 
ooght  to  roto  for  President  withont  the  Inteipoaltlon  of 
•le«ton,4T. 

Lo)A  at  the  reealt  of  the  general  tlokat  qntom,4T; 
notiflcatkHi  to  Mr.  Adanu  of  Ui  rleetioo,4S;  bow  even 
Us  frtenda  oppose  the  reeolaUoa,  4&. 

AiBendnwBt  ofbrwt,  TT;  It  hi*  been  said  that  tbla 
•maidiaent  owaa  Ita  bbth  to  UmptalBltaiamVt^  77 ; 
Hie  said  that  so  fci  aa  the  ehstoe  of  a  OUef  Usgbtnto 
depended  oa  nnlfcnnl^,  we  are  without  aayoonatita- 
tloaal  rale  whatarer,  77;  want  of  uniformity  Is  by  no 
mssM  the  meet  aeriooa  mlacUefthat  Impends  the  pres- 
ent system,  T8 ;  history  of  the  SUtes  In  tfab  matter,  78; 
courss  of  Virginia,  T8  ;  it  is  said  nu  Uliire  has  oeenrred 
In  the  operations  of  the  existing  system,  79;  tendency 


of  the  prapoatttoB  to  trendi  on  the  pvwar  of  the  Btatai^ 
TB;  anUbiiBlliy<tfaayklndlntlMOpaistlOM«ftUiSoT> 
oraBent  nnut  OHereach  npon  the  pwnr  of  aeOm  la  tho 
Btatee,  yet  naUbrmi^  la  said  to  be  greatly  wiahed,  79. 

Befleotlons  on  the  clmim  of  power  for  the  Btato  Legis* 
Utaree,  SO;  the  material  aetton  of  the  BUtee  la  the  fed- 
eral plan,  SO ;  dlatribntlon  of  electoral  power  presented 
a  eompllcated  qoeatloB,  80;  whenever  aa  eiecntlve 
eomea  into  offlee  by  an  ^pcdnttnent  of  tbia  House, 
dangeroua  eonseqaenoea  leevllably  resntt,  80;  tbo  rsi^ 
lattons  aslrat  Inttwlneed,  81 ;  the  sooeessfol  operation 
of  onr  Oovemnont  thna  ftr  shoaM  not  lead  us  to  bdleva 
It  so  settled  and  permanent  that  we  may  Tentore  safely 
to  test  It  with  sll  sorts  «f  aohtmos,  61. 

Cbaraetor  of  the  srgnment  In  i^oeltlon,  81;  It  Is  said 
to  be  unconstltotloDal  to  amend  the  eonstitatlon,  81; 
"facta  and  Indmnoea,"  83;  avowed  principles  of  Hr. 
Adams  while  a  mwl"***.  81 ;  cdiaage  of  ofrinlon  on  this 
sat^eet  bythoPiwldetit  and  hts Mends,  88;  orlglaor 
tha  dtatitat  aystOH  pnpoaltloi^  88 ;  H  is  mU  that  by  tho 
distifet  systsB  ysa  insrsasa  Uw  eaaoas  svU  1^  iMiltl> 
plying  the  nnnber  <rf  oaooosae,  88;  examlnatlan  ef  tha 
o^eetloBs  nigsd  to  tbo  dlstriet  ayatna  by  Ita  supposed 
tandenqr  to  Inteifbra  with  the  esaeatlsl  fighta  of  tho 
States,  and  to  taad  to  eonsvUdatloB,  B8;  It  hss  been  call- 
ed a  crucible  In  which  the  Btatee  were  to  be  aoalg** 
■Mod, 84;  howaanitboisldwe  vtoUtothe  prindplea 
of  theooBstUnUonby  nMUngtheaepdnelples  morae^ 
IkoUvaTB*;  It  la  aigadMBBarganMBt  afslnst  tsklng 
tho  elaetlon  ft«Bi  the  Hoasa  that  w«  are  osoipaBod  to 
duose  one  of  tks  three  highest,  and  Itta  of  tittle  impw- 
taaea  wUoh  we  ohooee,  84;  reference  to  the  history  of 
our  country,  SB ;  remark  of  Hr.  Crawford,  SB ;  rafdy  to 
an  ol^ectlon  of  IneoDslatoncy,  SB ;  law  of  ths  Looriaos, 
88;  admitted  on  aU  handa  that  the  States,  In  adopting 
the  diebrtot  systam,  would  have  to  surrender  some  por- 
tion of  their  power  over  tbo  eloetlon,  88 ;  the  gnat  sb* 
^tOtmagfiMgt  tho  pvBoontBwdottf  aleotloa li tba im- 
proper  use  that  may  be  made  of  poworaadpatieiuca 
to  eormpt  the  members  and  control  thelrvotee,  88;  Im- 
propriety of  giving  the  election  In  the  Isst  resort  to  tho 
State  Legiatatures,  67;  the  peo^e  are  the  safest  deposi- 
tory of  every  power  whlub  It  Is  praotlaable  for  them  to 
wield,  87;  eommltteo  riacST;  amendmoita  ollhied  In 
the  Hones,  67;  vote  on  the  reeolntioBs,  68 ;  (brtber  res- 
idBUoas.81.  &e /Mdsa^  nda.  1, 8, 8,  7, 8. 
Ammamtat  ^  Jbansgf  V  tU  H<Mt,—S»»  Imdtmy  vol.  K 
AKuaiaoB,  Jon,  Bepiesentsttva  fhan  Ha.,  90.  m^Ifn- 
da^ voL  & 

AaoBBSOir,  Jonx,  the  eaee  oE  As  Aden,  vti.  8.  JMftenb 
AMDaasoit,  Baiivbi^  Re^csentatlve  ftom  Pena^  608 ;  on  tbo 

relief  of  lavolntlotauy  offlean,  SS;  on  rstmohawnt, 

808. 

JppoMmeMfs^  AwokHssl— Ae  Aden,  voL  d 
Approprial4mta.—S—  Aden,  Tohk  1,  ^  8^  ^  7, 8. 
AnoHBB.'WtLLiAif  B.,BepraaeBtatlvaftomTa^flB;  ontta 

Panama  Wsston,  108;  aBsnApsnbyflnlB  Alnandrl^ 

881;  on  Meade's  datm,  447.   &e /l■dsi^  v<ris.  8,  T.  L 
JntMsos  Ttrraoty.—8»»  Imdme,  voL  C  TtrrttorUa. 
ArtoHta*  irMUntJbmndam.—iSte  /nte,  vols.  7,  8. 
Armory,  Vssfara.— /iMfso,  vol  8. 
AuvraoMO,  ViiuAM,  Bepreeentatlvo  fhnn  Ta.,  808.  iSm 

ItuUtB,  voL  8. 
Armf.-~SM  M4m.  vols.  1,  8, 4, 8,  T. 
^niv  (f assrMoM,  jwsesMlfois  «^-<Ss«  JMns,  tcL  Bl 
AanmrK,  Dr.,aoaiMBtof  thoo^taracf  a  Bpanlsh  vswil  at 

IbnroTln,  «M ;  djiK  deatrortlon  of  a  slave  ftatoty,  BOOL 


Balktma  Bamta,  «8ei— In  the  House  wsolnlloBa  nlalln  to 
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eoBridmd,  SU ;  csmIm  «r  part  of  ths  Uud  oT  AImwo 
te  ft  l^fat-booM,  Sn ;  sdraDtifH  «f  tlMN  uiunMi,  Sn ; 
IkM  ur  ptugrwt  b«eB  made  to  obtain  ■  ocmIoii?  Stt; 
the  Donbl«  Head«d  Shot  K^B,VB»;  naolBtloiu  agraed 

to,SS8. 

Baiut,  Johk,  B«pT«MiiUtlTa  ftom  MaaaaohoMtta,  6W.  <Sm 

Indta,  Tola.  7, 6, 
Baldwdi,  Johk,  Bepreaentatln  ftam  CwuMctlcat,  m.  Aa 

Jtwlaa^  Tul.  SL 

Bant  <^0u  UniUi  StatM.— In  the  Hooaa,  a  r«aolntlon  rala* 
ttva  to  the  aale  of  a  portion  of  the  stock  tn,  Ac,  con- 
ridered,  til ;  proflt  to  the  gorcmnent  from  Ita  lale,  at 
the  praaentpnmlnciiCll;  reaaontof  ther«aolatloo,CU; 
Intimated  that  the  reaolntiea  la  a  meaaura  of  the  oppo- 
aitlon,  Cll;  all  nich  mottrea  dlaelalmed,  SIS;  at  aome 
times,  an  attempt  to  aell  thU  atock  might  prodnee  de- 
preaaloa  In  the  market,  tit ;  pajmant  at  the  pnblie 
debt,  4U ;  baa  tay  Tlokat  abode  bora  pradneod  \j 
tbiaf  nS;  panic prodneed,  18;  tbaatoafcTalaalei^aan 
mrana  irf  TT"'***r"*  **  i^^*  m  thiaqaeatlon 

Udedded,flU;  tba  qoeatloB  abooM  be  decided  on  Ita 
morfta,  CIS;  the  preaenee  d  OorenmeDt  In  the  market 
piodneea  a  great  effitet,  014 ;  refined  arlthmetloal  oalca- 
latlona  aot  a  proper  data,  la  all  eaiea,  to  legUlato  nponi 
tU;  do  we  eaablo  ouaalTaa  to  taj  ttt  aof  portion  of 
tbadabtTnA 

THI  thia  adiama  bo  «f  paavalar]' adTaataga  l»  the 
TTnltod  StataaT  <U4;  tba  mera  ptoulatr  «almdatfon  of 
profit  and  loaa  doea  not  oonalltnt«  the  etrongeat  objec- 
tion to  the  inaaKitO,  HA;  thla  motion  eoBneated  with 
deeper  and  nltarlor  purpoaea  and  Tiewa  of  a  political 
kind,  fllB^  more  of  apolitical  than  a  financial  aq»eet,iB 
the  preoent  nteaaoro,  916 ;  tX  preaent  diTldeadf,  made 
by  the  bank,  do  not  e«H>atItatv  the  onlf  elenat  of  the 
preaeot  priea  of  Ita  atock,  0U;  oltfeet  to  haatm  tho  ox- 
tlBgnlahmant  of  tbo  pabUo  debt,  «17;  what  U  tho  altna- 
tkn  of  tho  pnUie  debt?  fllT;  ladnetlM  of  tho  alaUag 
taai  aoggeatod,  SIT ;  what  waa  the  eondltlon  of  the  na- 
tional currencj  whqp  the  bank  went  Into  operaUonl 
ns ;  rUe  of  the  atoct  of  the  old  bank,  61B ;  Implied  that 
the  declalon  of  thla  qneatlon  baa  a  oonneetlon  with  the 
Inqnliy  relattTO  to  a  reneml  of  tbe  eharter  of  tho  bank, 
ftU;  baUaf  that  tbo  diarterwUl  bf  naawod,  US;  pro- 
tart  agalnat  the  inflnaneea  employed  from  abroad,  for 
begetting  an  extraordinary  aeaaltlreneM  In  thla  Hooae, 
that  any  allatlon  to  the  bank,  and  the  coobmUob  of  tbo 
OuTcmment  with  It,  waa  a  derangement  of  tho  fl«»^K>'il 
oonditlen  of  tba  coontiy,  619;  let  ne  bo  nnconunlttod 
aa  to  the  Aitnre,  880;  the  aale  la  not  expedient,  6!0; 
reaolation  rejected,  831.  ;8ee  Indtet,  vida.  1,  S,  4,  0^  4^  T. 

Sank  JfUfUtJ'avmamt^^JhMf.—Stt  Indtm,  toL  7. 

MiKtr^AeL—SttI»d«m,yiiiM.  9,8,1, 

Bants  qfI>«po»U.—S*4  IndecB,  toL  7. 

BAnnu,  NoTM,  BepraaantatlTa  from  GoDUotient,  800.  Bm 
/ndetOi  roll.  7,  S. 

BAXBOirn,  Jobk  &,  BopraaentatlTO  from  Vtr^nla,  600;  on 
an  amendmant  to  tba  oonatttntlon,  T7.    Aa  Bidtm, 

Tol^  7,  a. 

Baxboux,  Pbiup     Bepieaentatlve  from  Virginia,  606 ;  on 
tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Btatea,  eil-«l ;  on  the  oaae  of 
eaptnrod  Aftieant,  680;  relattTO  to  cap  tared 
841.  &«/Mlw,Tala.fi,<,7,8. 

Baujei,  Datid,  Jn.,  Beprcaentatlre  from  New  Hampahire, 
800. 

Baeu>w,  Snp&nx,  Bepreaentatlve  from  PennqiTanta,  60V. 
BauTAU),  IBAAO  D,,  Senator  fh>m  Fennqrlnnk,  487;  on 

the  payment  of  Interest  to  Statea,  6TS, 
Baihaed,  DAxm.  P.,  Bopraaentatlva  from  Kew  Tork,  609. 
Buimr,  Jou,  BapreaantatlTO  from  Ifarjrlaad,  609 ;  mi 

aIaTei7  la  tba  Siitilct  of  Cdanbla,  4U;  on  tho  Bank 


of  the  Wtad  Statai^  8U;  on  rattvnchmnt,  9t9,aL 
AMMaa^voLa 

Barradtuat  IfoB  Orlmu^Jn  tba  Bsanto,  •  Mil  to  par- 
Aaae  a  rite  fbr,  eenatdered,  040 ;  the  Ibreo  leqnlrad  at 
New  Orieana,  510;  needkaa  for  Cengrwi  to  fntetftre  In 
the  detatla  of  the  Department,  MO;  the  nnhealtUncs  of 
the  cllraate  at  New  Orkana  an  additional  argomnt  in 
lhTorofthlabllI,Ml;  bill  ordered  to  ba  engraaaed,  ML 

BAxnivaxB,  Damu  BepreaentatlTe  from  North  Car»- 
Una,6ia 

Baetutt,  IcuBOBt  BqreaeiitatlTO  from  New  H■mpd^r^ 
809;  on  an  amendment  to  the  eonstltotirai,  81 ;  on  the 
Panama  mlaahin,  910;  on  Intonul  Improrements,  Stl; 
on  the  New  Creak  Treaty,  BdB ;  on  a  Narr  Yard  at 
PhlUdelphla.S8»;  OBDeafaadDnmb AsThuiM,4N-4e6; 
on  the  relations  of  tho  United  Statea  and  OoMfla,  41i; 
on  a  painting  vt  tho  battle  of  New  OriMnta,  m.  Sf 

Bunnr,  Hounut,  XopraaantatiTa  from  (Oln,  OIl  JSm 

Mm,  Tob.  7,  8. 

BAnon,  Datu),  Senator  tfvm  mssonri,  46T ;  as  tbo  aale  ef 
leaorred  lead  mlneo,  SSI ;  on  the  reHef  of  onfilarm  at 
Alezandrta,  S36;  on  schori  lands  In  Indiana,  473;  <a  the 
powers  ofthe  Vlco  President,  510;  on  a  grant  of  land  to 
Eeuyon  Ctdlege,  040^  Sm  fmdm,  rota.  T,  & 

BuanxT,  BtrnwuL,  BepraaontntlTO  from  Virginia,  609.  &m 
Jiidaa^Tata.8,4,^8kT,& 

BamAM,  Xman,  Senator  from  Now  Joraaf  ,  dlT. 

Batb,  Edwabo,  Kepreaentatire  from  Mliaonrl,  6101 

Batu,  IbaaO  CL,  Bepresantadre  from  Masaarhaietts.  060. 

Batt»re  at  3%w  0ritaiu.—S»4  JiuUt^  rtri.  4.  Ih.  ^  SL 
LouU.—Hm  Indor,  rot.  A 

BJiTLt,  HouirrjOT,  Bergeant-nt-Aims  of  tbo  Benate,  474. 

BiawmareltaU,  CUtUMqf.—S§»Hdmy-wam.t,t. 

Boobbe,  Fdilbmok,  BepraaantatlTa  from  VMo,  00;  Aa 
Mm,  Tola.    7.  & 

Bamir,  Gwbox  (K,  BoproaentatlTo'  from  Now  Tmk,  IBIl 

BxLi,  Jobs,  Bepreeentatlre  from  Tenneaseo,  01Oi 

Bxu«  BxHCzL,  Senator  fhnn  New  Hampahire,  489 ;  on  ihe 
powers  of  tbo  Vice  President,  611.  On  sDrrlTii^  Bero- 
ttttionary  officers,  Ml ;  on  a  Western  armory,  828;  on 
militia  eonrta  martial, 653;  oo  rotronduncBl,  TW.  St» 

BxmoH,  TowiAa  H,— On  tho  road  In  Arkaama  TaMUay, 
S79v  JMa979;  on  tba  aale  of  ro8erTedloadinlBea,tSO; 
on  tbo  road  la  Hlchlgaa,  888 ;  on  the  relief  of  snlfemi 
at  Alexandria,  S87;  reports  reladre  to  tbe  Creek  Indians, 
844;  Senator  flrom  Hli«onrI,46T;  on  IndemniOeattoB  to 
fiweigneTS,474;  en  the  powers  of  the  Vloe-Picsidcet. 
508 ;  on  tho  pnblie  dobt,  590 ;  on  tbe  oIBce  of  M^or- 
Oeiianl,aW;  Mlattro  to  tbe  barraeka  at  New  Orleans 
641;  oaagtaatot  lead  lo  Keayaa  CoUaga, BW;  oa  tba 
graioatlMtortbapleo  of  pnUlolaBda,sn;  oarcpriis 
of  the  Cnmbarland  road,  5S9;  on  the  itaXf  on  iniilaaan 
689-609;  onthe  datjLon  Termiceni,900;  oathedalfoa 
lead,  500;  on  the  dn^on  Indigo,  6O»-68tt'60S;  en  tho 
dnty  OB  raw  wocri,  599 ;  on  tho  duty  on  woollen  blanket^ 
001;  on  thednty  oBsflka,i08.  Aa /Mfav,  nda.  1,  & 

Bbbuex,  Johx  IL— Oo  the  mesaage  rtlattro  to  tba  CnA 
Indtaaa,  800 ;  oa  tba  OohnUatloa  Soeloty.  807 ;  aa  pay- 
mat  of  deportod  bUtso,  8W  tbo  <AIa  tatapika  load, 
SU;  BoBBtai  from GootiilB, 487;  on  aaptarad  AMaaa^ 
4T7 ;  on  tbe  powera  of  the  Vloe-Preablent,  916;  oa  the 
bUl  for  tbo  relief  Mrs.  Brown,  565 ;  oa  tbe  snrrirea 
ortheBerolntlon,68i.  A«  Adeo;  toL  8l 

AOs.  ifMwy.  Ae  AdM^  rtd.  1. 

Blaib,  Jobk,  BepreatntatlTe  from  Teaaime^  816;  oa  the 
qipatntmeBt  of  Charge^  STI;  «a  tba  Tao^^  BMi^ 
481  Aa/iMlat^  Tola.  T.  Sl 

BiiAsa,  TatMcaa  IL,  KaprMoatattra  fran  ladtaa^  8»;  <b 
fatrtadnaaa^  888. 
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Jtoiit  Sdbte,  aloff  lll«|r  ft«  (xnmlMl         AutMs  T<d.  4 
Jhw  Ll^Ut,  M  Btgnalt  to  AMmr.— Am  Atf  m,  toL  & 
BovUBlTT,  DouunquB,  e« Tutor  ftom  Lgaisteiu,  46T. 
AwNTrJbr  JMfaff  rtmeU-Si*  Indtm,  rol.  0,  Z»n«ml 
Beuilkt,  VTI.LIAM      OD  ft««  Dcf  roes  tn  the  Distriet  of 

ColQmbU,  858 ;  OB  k  Naral  AeidaniT',         8t»  Mtm, 

TOU.  fi,  T,  S. 

Bbakoo,  Johx,  Seiwtor  from  North  CttK^lo*,  487 ;  on  Um 
Mlaty  of  the  Poetni»ator-O«n«»l.  S8I,  S8S ;  on  the  intf 
<mMdt,SSB^;Mtb8  French  ooloiiUtndA,  Mi  JSe4 
Met,  Tolii  T,  flL 

SnatwaUr  on  tt«  iMmMfc— Sm  frndm,  toI.  S. 

Bsm,  WiLUAM      on  tttt  negroe*  tn  tho  IHitrict  of 

Colombia,  851, 856 ;  on  muMoren  bf  fin  tn  AlMnndria, 

8S5 ;  on  the  'nunbayn  atarfon,  43ft-4aS ;  XflpmeBtatlra 

from  LonMaan,  UCl 
Avwf  Jtani;— bth«SetiBte,nUn  to  aboHsh  eoasIdeTed, 

M;  Kwont  Ar  theiDeinndarind,CH;  efltet^Wi; 

Ud  DD  the  table,  804;  to  aboUih  the  office  of  H^or- 

CkMnl  Bin  oootMered  and  lo«t,  801 
Jb-ihtn/.—8e€  Iiidtm,  toI.  & 

SritUh  AQgrttHonM  on  Oommtre«.—Stt  Tndea\  toL  & 
SritUli  Colonial  Trade.-~\a  the  Hinue,  ao  am<tndmeat  to 
the  bill  conrfdeied,  4B1 ;  object  to  conOne  the  opentlon 
of  the  UU  to  navigation  br  >c«,  witbont  Inteiftring  with 
flu  navlgnllan  on  the  lakM.491;  whencm  the  Brtttah 
Uttrdlcted  n  tmrie  in  oar  Tettels,  m  ihonld  Intetdlst  tbn 
omTMpowUng  trade  In  their  TeMeli,  4B1 ;  not »  Mft  pol- 
1^  to  Invite  Great  Britain  to  new  reetrteUons,  4B1 ;  we 
place  onr  Vmt  India  Interutt  on  preclselj  the  Mune 
JbotlDg  ther  were  on  under  the  act  of  ISM,  49S;  iball 
we  adhere  to  the  poUcf  of  ISSO,  or  bring  a  new  point 
Into  the  eontroTerejr  r  498 ;  Canadian  exports,  451 

Snbstance  ot  the  bill,  458;  resalt  of  Its  pexage,  458; 
tbf  KKh  Septeaber  the  bert  period  Itw  the  prohibition  of 
the  bni  to  tike  effect,  4CM;  the  meanre  oannot  be  jnatlj' 
otbHln  to  Oreat  Britain,  49T;  dUfcrenee  between  the 
HQ  of  the  Bensta  and  that  reported  bj  the  Connnlttee 
of  Commenj*,  457 ;  not  material  which  of  the  two  pro- 
poeltlom  the  House  ahoald  aeerpt,  498;  better  to  have 
no  bill  at  all  than  take  that  of  the  Benate,  498 ;  Inconels- 
tencf  Into  which  the  Honee  weald  be  betrayed  by 
adopting  the  amendment,  459 ;  amendment  agreed  to, 
4BS: 

DIngrecment  ef  the  Senate  annoimeed,  401 ;  motkm 
that  the  Honae  butBt,4«I;  the  UH  bad  better  tUI  alto- 
gether than  pais  wlthont  the  amendment,  481 ;  material 
difference  between  the  two  propoeitions,  481  \  action  of 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  defended,  40S ;  erroneana 
Impreaelon  aa  to  the  supposed  Incffldencr  of  the  Mil ; 
489;  our  refuaal  to  meet  the  legislative  tender  of  Great 
Britain, 488;  regarded  aa  a  dUreapectflil  tonperingwltb 
Uielr  dlgni^  bjr  Oreat  Mtaln,  488;  adheMBoa  carried, 
461 

BrOUK  XmUUr,  eoiUhmt  ^.—Sm  /ntf mp,  vol  1 

BrUUk  harigu€».-~SM  IttdtsB,  vol.  4. 

BrUiAWM India  Trade.— Tndtm,  vol.  & 

Bnowv,  lCAJon-Oa:(KaAL  Jacob.— In  the  Benate,  bts  de* 
eeaee  announced,  628;  a  bad  precedent  to  go  Into  monm' 
lug  Ibr  other  than  a  memhor,  BSl 

Bin  for  reUef  of  the  widow  eouldorad,  &6S ;  litnatlan 
efthaaAlnorthadecaaMd,BS«;  entitled  to  a  ftill  pon- 
fioA,  KM;  pnblle  opinloii  In  advanee  of  the  LegUatnre, 
654 :  the  deUeaor  of  the  ease,  SU ;  when  people  talk  of 
ecoDomx  ther  onght  to  practise  It  here,  595;  ftirlherde- 
bate^fiSS;  bOl  ordered  to  be  engroaaed,  651 

BsowK,  Tarn,  Bepreosntatlva  from  S.  H.,  807.  Am  AdM^ . 

TOLI 

Bbtav,  Jobit  Bii,  Sepreeentotlve  from  H.  C,  818;  oo  the 
British  Colonial  Trade,  490l  84«  Indm,  roL  S. 
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BcoBAVAH,  Jakh,  on  South  ADMricau  retatlons,  50^  88;  «a 
flw  Panama  ICIulon,  IST;  on  the  raUof  of  verolotlonarj 
oficen^  ns;  on  the  appointment  of  Chargee,  S7S :  «n 
the  Polar  expedition,  414 ;  on  the  BritUh  ColunUl  Trade, 
488 ;  on  duties  on  wool  and  woollens,  994 ;  Bepreaenta* 
tive  ftam  Penn.,  809 ;  on  the  rep^  of  tbe  Camberiand 
nad,  858 ;  on  retrenchment,  878.   Ae  Indea,  rola.  T,  8. 

Buoz,DAinKt  A.,BepreseutativeframVL,4W.  SMindtx, 
vols.  7,  a 

BscKim,  BicBAU  A.,  on  the  Panama  HUslon,  115 ;  Bcpra- 
■entatlve  ftwa  Kentnekj,  OB;  on  letranehmen^  8BT. 
jSse  Htdem,  nk.  T.  8. 

Bmnin,  Oudolpk,  Bepreeentetlve  from  Kew  Tork,  808; 
OB  the  case  of  Marignj  D'Auterive,  848. 

BiTKOBS,  TuftTBAM,  BepresentatlTe  from  Bhode  Island, 800; 
on  the  ■nrvlvlng  offloera  of  the  revcdntlon,  88T ;  on  auf- 
hren  bjr  Are  Ib  Alexaadria,  884 ;  on  the  Tacubajra  mla* 
stoB,  488;  oo  mlBtia  conrts  martial,  888.  As  JMsb, 
vol.! 

Benux,  BAiisBt,  fi^iBHntatln  from  JblB^  8081 
O 

OaAMeba  ITa^ttiatbm  Oompam,i/.~-\n  fiia  House,  a  bill  r«l> 

atlva  to,  eoBilderad,  478;  ordered  to  ba  engrossed,  47!L 
CAWont,  JoBM  C  pnaldas  la  the  Benata^  868;  letter  to 

Benato  rdativa  toaa  iBrasUgatlon  of  Ua  ooBdnet  as  6«s- 

retary  at  War,  876;  meraorU  ot;  to  the  Ueuse,  8tt; 

presides  In  the  Senate,  467 ;  report  on  the  memorial  vt, 

418;  paper  aooompanjlng  tbe  report,  418,  3»»  IndefB, 

voU.  4,  5, 1  7, 1 
CAMBBBLBite,  G.  C,  OB  the  Panama  mission,  814 ;  on  duties 

OB  wold,  SSI ;  on  aolllBreis  hj  fire  in  AJexandrla,  868 ; 

OB  dndee  on  wool  and  wooUena,  S9S;  Bepreseidstin 

fhm New Toft, 800.  AwAdN^Tid.1 
CktmaMm  S^fttt.  S»»  Mm,nla.9,i. 
Oanai  around  JfMoIe  tfu>cU4.—la  the  House,  a  resolntloa 

relative  *»,  UBBiidagad,  488 ;  Impertaneeof  the  maawMk 

488. 

Oanal  in  IlUnota.— In  the  House,  a  bill  ralatlTe  to,  cob- 
sldered,460;  moved  to  recommit  and  Inquire  into  tha 
expedient  of  the  United  States  snbsMiblng  fbr  tha 
stock,  488;  reasons,  480;  motloa  lost,  460;  bUI  pamed, 
48L 

Og>p«wr«((4/H«aiHL— Ib  a•B•a•t^  bill  eouMarod,  m. 

Oaraetat,  RtUtf  t^.—Se4  Jnden.  vvL  1 

Cabsom,  Baudbl  p.,  on  tbe  Panama  mission,  lOS;  on  suf- 
ferers by  Are  tn  Alexandria,  888 ;  on  the  Taeubeya  mls> 
slon,  482-484 ;  Bepresentatlve  from  North  Carolina,  AO; 
on  retrenehmeBt,  8)0.  S44  Indtft,  toL  6. 

CAitn,  Jomr,  Bapressatotira  from  Booth  OsroUaa,  MO; 
OB  the  Panama  mission,  187.  <Ss«/»<f«oi,  vol  8. 

Oaueut,  Ccnf/rtmional.S**  Indm,  voL  5,  and  Ind^m,  toL  7. 

Chambebs,  Essxiu.,  Senator  tMm  Maryland,  487.  Sts  In- 

dtm,  <rol.  8. 

Cbabbxbs,  Hbubt,  Senator  from  Alabama,  467;  on  tho 
Coloolxatlon  Society,  0)7-808 ;  on  the  Colontntiov  S»< 
dety,  819;  on  the  pajnient  of  iBtercet  to  Btatea,  670. 
Set  Ind^ei,  roL  8. 

Ckabdlkb,  Jonr,  tm  tha  sal*  of  raastrad  lead  mlnea,  M; 
OB  tho  n»d  U  lOdilgaD,  SS>->8B;  on  tha  itlief  of  nt- 
ferors  at  Alenadrla,  888;  on  npaallng  the  dutjr  ob  salt, 
nS;  on  the  gradnal  Improvement  of  the  navy,  R9;  oa 
the  Obio  tumidke  road,  848;  Senator  from  Maine,  487 ; 
on  tbe  surviving  officers  of  tbe  Bevolntlon,  tft ;  on  the 
office  of  IC^or-Geneml,  937 ;  on  the  claims  of  South 
Carolina, 680;  on  the  bUl  for  (he  relief  of  Hrs^Biow^ 
OH;  OB  tha  sonivon  of  the  Bav«hiaoa,  668;  oa  tba 
mrrlvofs  oftho  Bavolotloii,  061  As /imI«h  Tid.  a 
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nfiriiittM  rabrtiva  to,  WBrid««d,  SIl ;  •tjeot  of  tfao 
mrintlM,  Sn ;  WHUd  pfMtiM  of  tho  OoToramoBt^  8T1 ; 
dlplonutlo  oppofaitmontt  ua  not  ngolktod  bj  lUtat^ 
tn ;  tbo  olurga  made,  STS ;  odglB  of  *  mlnlttor  1b  tho 
Iftw  of  nfttlon^  Sra ;  roeogatzod  bj  the  Conatltutlon, 
879;  wboueTor  than  it  a  anggcation  of  an  aboaa  of 
powar  br  t&a  ExaentlTa,  It  to  a  intf  to  anaUis  iDqali;, 

m. 

OtarMiM  0V«)fa>-nAa  Atf ToL  L 

Guai^  Dntunr,  SaMttar  bom  Taimnrt,  W.  jSp*  JMm^ 

T0L8L 

Ctoiai,  BAinm,  Bapnaaalatlva  ftvm  Haw  Tofk,  0DIL 
CuBH,  JtHMM,  CffMal  ooMdM  ami  Mol  4^.— «Sm  JMao^ 

TOL& 

OkuapeaJu  IUffoU,  AUaek  tM^—Bt*  Imdta,  toL  S. 

C»«aa.p«afcaaful  OMaCtaMlL— IB  tho  BaBato,aUU  to  an- 
tk«iiiaanlMriptlOBlotlMMoekoC«oiiaUaiod,aU;  not 
a  wmtara  oMuara,  0M;  amanatoA  from  tha  Lagtolataia 
■TTlfRlal^flOi;  tho  OanaatatlOB  dead  BBd  goM^Wt; 
tUa  UIIapartBMriifp  «OMan,m-,  daaUad  In  tbo  ar- 
flnnatlTe,  W6.  Am  Index,  nA.  8. 

CKodavi  LandM,  Sl%croaehmttU»  on.— In  the  Honao,  a  rMO- 
Intlon  relative  to,  ooDdderMl,  84T;  ameadmeDt  moved, 
84T;  the  Ooveniment  ihonM  Interfere,  to  protect  the 
Indiana  from  hrtber  aneroaehmcBt,  84T;  thfiO  thlngi 
hm  had  Qielr  Inllnenea  on  the  Indlani^  M7 ;  objoet  of 
aaamaBdm«nt,H8;  reaolntton  ad<vl«d,S«8l 

Cftoetffw  AMnuL— Dobata  ntatlTa  to  vamenl  o(  869: 

OLAiWAn,  NAXKunn.  K,  BepaaentatlTo  from  TlifUa, 
«0».  Am  A<l«0,  ToL  S. 

ClABK,  Janm,  BepreienUttTe  from  Kentnc^,  610 ;  on  re- 
treoehnient,  <Ka  Sf  Indm,  toL  & 

Cunz,  JoBW  C,  Repreaentatlre  from  New  Totk,  Ml;  on  tho 
caae  of  Hailgnj-  D'AatariTo,  881 ;  on  retrandimont,  (M. 

Cum,  VLkVUMW  Cun,  aatk  of  the  Hoiua,  8tf; 
ahoaen  doAof  tbaHonae,  nft  Aa  AcIm^  toU.  7,  S. 

Caatt  Atrvey.— In  the  Ronae,  a  leaohitloa  rektlTO  la  making 
pnrtolon  Ibr,  ooiuidervd,  040;  obJoet  the  reaoiatJon, 
•M;  a  IkTorita  meaaDio  of  Mr.  Jeffmon^  640;  eom- 
mancement  tX,  661 ;  naotatloi  icraad,  641.  Am 

ToL  a. 

Conn,  TnoMAa  fianator  from  Ooorgla,  48T;  on  intonul 
lmpivTamtnt,MT;  onthafi^rmoatoflntoraatloStatea, 
STl;  on  thadntjroB  Balt,6n;  on  tiia  ranlTMaof  tha 
raTol«tloti,B84;  on  tho  Miami  eaaal,60r.  B*4  tmitm, 

ToLe,T. 

Oocu,  Jmot,  on  relief  to  the  Florida  lodlaai,  1ST;  on  the 
New  Creek  Treaty,  8W;  on  the  Quepaw  lodlau,  846; 
on  a  Veatam  Axnivry,  SU;  on  the  memurial  of  Cal- 
honn,868;  on  the  removal  of  the  Cboetaw  Indiana,  8T0; 
ma  ptMomtton  of  live  oak  timber,  8TT. 

Od  IUktrU».—SMJMtm,nla.  1,  9,aMl  JMfat  •»  Jm- 
porft^ToLflk 

Mm  ONd  Jttet— Am  AdM^Tola.  6t  f. 

OotUeUon  DUtrUiU,  FMUm.— 5m  Mm,  vO.  S. 

OoientisaUon  SooMf.—1n  the  Benata  a  mamorlal  of;  pta. 
aantad,  808;  nbrenea  to  aipedal  eommlttae  moved, 
808;  pfotaat  again* t  tha  right  of  the  Federal  govommnnt 

'  to  ^lopflato  the  money  at  the  people  for  the  purpoee 
of  aataUlahlng  eoloBlea  nbraad,  or  at  tmn^iwUng  aigr  - 
porthm  of  tbo  IntadHaaU  t«  tha  ooart  at  AMm,  S08; 
tnpeMlamotOMM.atj,Wi  afantsitftlMBoriatroD 
the  ooiat  are  enpfad  la  warilka  utaf^iaa,  801;  ao- 
oonnt  at  Dr.  Aahmnn,  804, 805;  othar  o^adltloaa,  806; 
other  points,  806;  letter  of  tho  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
SOT;  laltpnqterfbrtheSenatetorefertoaoommlttoeor 
even  ntaln,  fi>r  a  moment,  encha  petltlonf  SOT;  noslg- 
aatomattadiad,  80T;  tha  petition  of  a  body  of  pecaoaa 
wfcolMiYa  legally  no  Teal  a»l»lai>ea,80T;  BO  iniaoftha  Ban- 
■toOBiUtaMdndoanydtlMt  or  bodroToitlMH  fron 


pnaanUng  thdr  wtohea  to  tha  8«>ai«,  806;  it  to  brfbn 
tha  BaaaU  irithoat  any  aoUd  86B;  papan  vUa. 
dnwB,808. 

Mamortol  iigBcd  by  tha  Pnaldant  of  tbo  Bodaty,  SU; 
tha  Bodaty  ladolgaa  In  no  vlewi  hoitilo  to  tho  taama  br 
whieh  dttoona  of  tho  Sontheni  Blataa  hold  their  proper- 
ty, 818;  thla  to  doDonneed  as  a  vUlonarr  and  dilmerical 
pt«t)aet,  818;  the  oondaet  of  tta  aftat  analgned,  SU; 
daetraetloB of  the  Bpantoh  ft«tory,818;  deatraetion  ef 
tha  Fraaeh  luettaj,  8U;  daatraotlm  of  Tnda  Town,8l4; 
hov  doaa  thto  aflNt  tba  tnaatlOB  baton  tho  Sannta,au; 
tha  ooMtltntkNtal  eltfoetkaa,  8U;  Raid  to  b«  too  laU  U 
tba  leailon  to  matsra  any  inaaaara  ant  of  thto  memorial, 
816;  tathaSanato  pnpmi  to  anlta  vlth  the  Bwator 
In  danonndnt  a  »j»Um  thns  reeommendod  1 816. 

Baaolntionof  tbaSodety.SlT;  object  of  the  Bodaty  to 
ladaea  Ooograaa  to  eatabUah  a  odony  on  tha  ooaat  of  AlU- 
oi,  M  to  iNfoprinta  laoaar  Ibr  that  ol^ae^  817;  aitnat 
ft«aathaBMinadal,S16;  lb.  JaSnaett'k  naaaa  haaban 
qoolad,  aa  ir  ha  had  Haettoned  thto  Bedatr,  lodt 
at  tha  otlaet  axpnialy  avowed  In  thto  pedttoa.  US;  If 
thto  poUey  to  ever  adapted  by  thto  Oovemmaot,  thay 
wOl  go  directly  Into  tho  market  aa  tho  parehaaata  of  an 
atovea  for  the  paipoaa  of  amaadpatloii,  819 ;  tba  daaga^ 
ona  tendency  of  the  meaaore,  819 ;  tha  meana  by  which 
thto  oltfaet  to  to  b«  attained,  aO;  what  ara  wa  to  a^  to 
tidsaaaiemadrJbrandkaaavIirnO;  nmlta of  tahK 
831 ;  petitioo  laid  oa  tba  IMt,  SU. 

la  the  Boaaa,  araaobitlOM  xalatin  t^ooaddaiad,48r; 
thaae  laadnttoaa  privaU  pivan,  4Sr;  rafbmd,  dSS;  ta- 
^eet  daa  a  soreralfB  State  domandi  Ito  rcadatfoa  ahenld 
be  heard,  488;  ftirther  debate,  488 ;  ftirther  debat«^464. 

CWwmMa  Biw,  ooatpatttm  <tf.—af  Indtm^  voto.  T,  8. 

Oomr/nrv  4^  Ma  VmtUd  ShUec— ,Sm  Mtm,  Tola.  I,  8. 

OompmuoHo*  t^FraMamt  and  Viea  PraaUamL—Sa* 
veto.  1,1 

CbmpaiiaaMon  af  MtoAara.  Baa  titdam,  voL  &  Fag  «f 
Jfambara. 

CoxDioT,  Lawn,  BepiaawtatlTe  from  S.  1^  606L  Saah^ 

dM,  voto.  4, 6,  T,  & 
Comiaa,  HanT  W»  BepreaenUtiTe  frmn  N.  C,  6Ul 
OotUaatad  MUetUM.Saa  /fMfaa^  roto.  1,  8^  ^ 
OonUmgamt  S^panaaa.~-Saa  Jndm,  vda.  3,  & 
Qmifaala,  Ooaammta»L—Saa  Iwnim,  Tt^t. 
OotUroaartiat  tdwaa  Bbittt.  Sa»  J»dim,  vol  S, 
Cbwaoy  Sifalam.—Saa  Jndam,  vol  4 

CoMWAT,  HaaxT  on  non^realdanta'  land  In  ArViaw^ 
SS4;  on  tho  Qnapaw  Indiana,  846;  oa  anooachmanto  aa 
ChoaUw  landa,  848;  on  Indian  land  Utlea  la  Aikinma, 
8T8;  on  Deaf  and  Dnmb  AajlomL,  40ft^:  rdattv*  to 
tha  dntlea  of  Oovaraor  of  Axkaaaaa,  486-  Saa  Jmita, 

voKT,a 

OooB,  Damai,      on  tha  Bonth  Amarfaan  lalatloa^  6A-TS; 

•aaaMBdaMBtt»thaOaBBtttBtlMi,81-sr;  on  tha  Nov 

(^aknMty,98I;  OBthaTacBb^Mhrioa,6SII;  on  tha 

Uberto  Agesey,  641.  Am  Maa,  vol  & 
Oordaga,  dravibatt  ml— Am  Adao,  voL  7. 
Coala<ifavahv  PaUmUaa^SaaMaK,  voL  7. 
Covuxa,  BiCH&ac,  Bepreaentatlva  from  Penn,  SOU  , 
Oraak  tmdiM  J/agollalio».—JSaa  litOaXt  toL  8. 
CaBNHfOK,  WiLuajt     Itepcaaaatatire  from  OUc,  6UL 
<HnaaapaMflUIMMAWH.-AMM«kT«L8.  /)>• 

mattam^ata  UttHad aiaiaa. 
dowanUBaUk  IX       Kepcaaaatatlva  fron  Kaak*  608; 

reporto on  InvltaUonB  to  Panama, 4&.  Aaihta^vah. 

T,ft 

Caooxan,  David,  BapraaantaHTa  fhan  Tana,  616. 
Cuba,  iu  imporUme*  to  tU  CnUad  AMHL-AMi*lm«M 
JTMan. 

Otiba,»mlgeqia»ft<om.  SiaMdm,^*. 
ai6a,nMi.aUaBalfaiate»EaiapaMipow^Iia> 
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Cnrsrm,  Jom,  BcpiMMtUtlv*  from  K.  0^  UO;  on  niiUtU 
ooortt  nirtU,aB0.  A*  Mm(,  toUl  1^  4. 5  «,  T,  & 

OlmMMd  JtoaA— 1»  tba  SwM,  ■  blU  ftir  thapraMira- 
ttoBwdi^iilr«i;MiMUn«l,Sn;  tadateUof  npalrof 
WBtMOtiow^BBSi  thiM  eovnw  night  UtakeB,688; 
ths  Beut*  hM  no  power  to  orl^aaU  ■  bill  for  lajlii( 
UXM,  ftS*;  Ute  period  «t  which  the  blU  hu  been  taken 
up,  &S>;  U  the  Seuto  competent  to  ftuw  an  eet  on  a 
bUlofthU  kind,  em-,  n  Cooitltatloul  point,  089 ;  qBOtUoo 
■sbmltted  to  tho  SeiwU,  S»;  bUl  Ud  on  the  table,  880. 
Am  ^FpraiprMfaiH^  vok  T,  8y  flMl  AAi^  Toh.  %  4.  Oi 


Dunu  Rbtxt,  Bepreeeiitetlre  from  Keatoo^,  SIO ;  on  i«- 

tmokmoQt,  AM. 
XlAnmwr,  John,  BopremtatlTa  from  <Mil<^  n& 
DATmnoMV  Tkomu^  BajmrntetlTo  from  Tlrgbib,  tlOi 

Datv^  Joaa,  BepraenUtlTe  from  HaMMbnsetl^  <U;  en 
the  MMMchuMtU  UilltU  Clctms,  51;  oadatiMoavooi 
«Dd  woolUiu,  S9&  &e  .AtdM,  ToL  8. 

Datu,  ITiMMMM  B.,  BeprMMtnllTo  ftoai  Boutti  GnnllaA, 
IUl 

and  AtMft  JiylMM  ta  Anlwitr.-Ii  the  Btnrto, » 
Un  to  provide  for  the  loeothn  of  eerteln  gnnti  of  lead 

coneldered,  1T9 ;  olject  <f  the  bill,  ST9 ;  moTed  to  itrike 
out,  te,  Tt9 ;  >baU  the  Senete,  beeuue  on  error  baa 
tbnwn  the  iuUtntlon  Into  their  power,  take  back  tbeir 
boontrTSTS;  bUI  ordered  to  third  readlog,  STS. 

la  the  Hoose.  a  bill  for  the  benefit  itf  the  New  Tork 
and  PemurlTaala  tnsUtatlona  eooaldared,  401 ;  ameaA- 
naattbat  tbe  land  granted  abonUbaaold,  401;  the  alt* 
nathm  of  iboao  laaUtntloM  wobU  ladaoa.tkam  to  a 
i9eedr*alo,4Dl;  If  withheld  from  nwriMi  It  win  li^nfa 
the  territory,  401 ;  no  reatoa  why  thaee  itatea  ahonld 
have  a  pT«rerenoe  In  the  matter,  40i ;  on  what  anthoritj 
can  Congreu  make  gisota  of  iaoa»j  or  land  T  40S ;  do 
great  liOiutlGe  to  Florida,  403 ;  the  lands  should  .not  be 
Bold  within  fira  jian,  40S;  ainoDdment  to  extend  the 
MUt»otheratatei,408;  rt||MUa«,4n;preoedeat,4M; 
ComectleBt  andKaatad^hav*  laealTod  grants 404;  no 
gtaat  cillod  to  ftoiB  other  atataa,  404;  ivpeal  nada  in 
behalf  of  the  poor.  40S;  plaa  of  the  lartltBtloaa,  400; 
win  the  Bonaa  do  aa7  thing  for  the  deaf  and  damb,  40l>; 
on  what  principle  are  these  gmnts  wrongf  400;  private 
meaiv  have  i»ovcd  tBsaflMant,  400 ;  aaotiDn  to  Meomralt 
the  bm  carried.  4W;  fluthei amaadawBt, dOt  AeA- 
rf«a\  vols.  4^  8. 

iMotsi^  rfpof<tatf  «C-^ee  AdfliL  ToL  9. 

MbaUa,  MtgUtar  ((ft  TMohittoa  to  inbaeriba  to^  eanled,  4M. 

J)W0Hl«r,  JT/*;,  tta  ««••  4!— iB  the  Hoaaa,  a  blU  la  eompOB* 
wta  eaariderad.a88;  prerUoaa  of  the  MU,  Stt;  <bdb- 
peasatlon  to  the  offloen  and  craw  of  the  schooner  la- 
tre^d,  S88;  hundred  thonsand  dollars  moved,  808;  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  could  have  been  removed  after  her 
recaptare,  had  not  the  peremptorj'  orders  of  Commodore 
FreUe  prevented  the  attempt,  S8S;  aa  a  prlu  they 
woold  have  beon  entitled  to  aoarij  throe  hnadrad  Iboo- 
•aad  doUars,  S»;  preeodents  fertha  bill,  IM;  eOsetor 
this  eaptue  on  the  Barborj  powers,  940;  deflnUbn  of 
the  word  glorr,  940;  these  eapton  are  entitled  to  remn- 
aaratton  from  the  extnoidi  narrgallaatrr  of  their  aehle  v*- 
meat,  941;  what  eflbot  ts  the  passage  or  rqjKUoa  of  this 
bUl  ealcniated  to  have  on  the  highest  Interests  of  the 
navr,  141 ;  blank  filled  with  one  hundred  thonaand,  S4S ; 
debate  OB  the  priadpl*  of  the  blU,9iS;  no  legal  claim 
TeatadtopriMnoaay  boeaaae  the  pttoe  law  raqoiNB 
UlBt  IhOTaWSl  ihOUld  baOODdBBUBd  BBBlawflilpilM, 


9tt ;  the  claim  shonld  hare  been  presented  long  aga^  94& 
8m  PmaMjMa  rHifoU. 
Urn  QBArr,  Jom     Bepreaeststlvo  ftom  Kew  Toik,  009. 
tmamoM  oarf  Okmaptakt  0atU.—St4  Indtm,  vot. 
IMtgaUtfi^  TirHMm.~-St§  ludem,  voL  L 
/>sfMy  PtHtlopt,  eoM  qfi—St  IiUUm,  vol  8.  * 
iVeiuio*  »t«a«vr M  agatiul  Ortai  Sritatn  mdtr  Jbkm 

Adam*,/— Set  JndM,  voL  9. 
J>M4rUn,  bowtrfy  lo.— &e  Mtit,  vol  & 
Z'sssrttw.prepsiiitos       In  the  Benato  a  blU  mUUtb  to^ 

eoMMand  asd  ordered  to  be  angrosaad,  (M6t  fi4& 
Dsu.  BoBisv,  Bepresaatatfre  thm  Tanatesee.  6ML 
DMncnsoK,  Uahlok,  Senator  from  Hew  Jener.  407 ;  oa  flk* 
dtoeaaa  of  Joseph  McUvalne.  tU;  on  the  dlstribntloa  of 
revenue,  988;  on  the  powen  crfthe  Vice  Preeldent,  SOB; 
oa  the  gradnaUon  of  the  price  of  public  lands,  C8I ;  oa 
the  datjon  molasses,  &89;  on  the  duty  on  vermleelll, 
600 ;  oa  the  duty  oa  fkirs.  SOS ;  on  the  duty  on  Indigo, 
00^S0T,Me;eathodutyonsUka,B09.  ^ /fufsB^  vola. 

DiOEnaoK.  Jont     Be^sBsntatlvo  froa  New  Teik,  909: 

ZHptomatie  AddrMt9t.—hk  the  Hoose  a  resoluUoa  oslUn( 
for,  4hs.,  considered,  89 ;  soch  addresses  unnanal,  SB ;  a 
All!  view  of  onr  relations  with  Spain  desirable,  SO ;  ooea* 
stons  when  Hinlstera  present  addresses,  89;  no  bearing 
In  the  pq>ets  asked  for.  opon  any  sntject  Ukeljr  to  oono 
before  the  Hones,  88; 

JMptfimaUc  lnUreowM.—6M  IncUea,  vol  9. 

JWeftarsswuais    Oo  JWMo  JfiMs«yL— Am  7MfaB^  vA.  T. 

JDtamatSttampCtuuil—taliU  HoMoaa  engroaed  UU  to 
authorise  snbeeriptloDS  to  the  slock  at,  19;  yeas  and  aaja 
called,  10;  ordered,  10;  eallofthe  Honae  morod and 
negatived,  10;  blU  passed,  Ifc  As /lulea^  vol  & 

DUtrUnMon  qftS»  iSsvsnwsi— BlU  to  provlds  foi,oeBMd- 
ered,>S8. 

IHttriet  ^  Oobmmhta.—Sf  JMm,  voW  9, 8, 0,  T. 
JM^onm  <ii  Mo  IHttrit*  t/  CWMmMa.-Aa  vob. 

DmmsMo  JfimiDbctarM.— iSm  htdm,  voL  Oi 

DoBSBT,  Cuumn,  Representative  ftom  Maryland,  009;  Ml 
free  B^Toes  In  the  District  of  Cdumbla,  800,  SOB;  oo 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  410;  on  ratraao^ 
ment,TOak  As /lulsss  v<ri.  & 

i>raMifro«ita^Ae /isdMv  VoL  1.  JMiM  tm  Iw^ofU, 

Dbattox,  Wiluaj^  BepreseataUra  from  Booth  ii—, 
«10;  on  Boath  Anailean  telatlona,  6B;  ob  tho  rOUt  «i 
BevtialioiaiT  ofltosn^  998 ;  oaaaSnaiabrANin  Alas* 
aadiiB,l99;  m  report  idatlvo  to  tho  United  Btataaaad 
Georgia,  489;  oa  the  bank  tftho  United  Btatea,CU; 
oa  tho  ease  of  Marigny  D'AntertTi^  949;  «  ratNBsh- 
ment,  TBI ,  Bm  Indtm,  toL  8. 

I>u4Uing.—8M  IndM,  vol  1 

DvvoAX,  JoeaPB,  BepieaentsSve  from  HUboU,  Old 

AtflM  iXserMMiMof.- As  Msa^  ToL  9. 

IhaUa  ania^porta,B<M,  IntheSMuteabUl  tonpaal 
B  part  of  the  dnty  on  salt  coBsiderad.  989 ;  it  win  daatntr 
tho  boia^  now  gtvea  to  fliheraion,  999;  note^  989; 
portaat  to  retain  the  bounty,  980;  repeal  asked  la  order 
to  remove  the  frmnda  said  to  have  been  committed  on 
the  duty  on  salt,  900 ;  manafoeture  In  Msisachaastta, 
990 ;  It  has  been  said  we  eonld  very  welt  dispense  with 
the  do^  oa  salt,  991 ;  aot  a  time  to  redaos  Inooaie, 
991;  biUnotlataBdadtal^|arathaflsberleik901;  It  win 
aidthsfishermaBln  BOBmoawith  alt  the  nnninmsrs  rf 
salt,  901;  time  when  the  tax  waa  Imposed,  991;  haebaw 
deemedaaiere  war  taz,999;ltbaganla  Englaad  la  tho 
same  way,  999;  Its  maoafoctare  In  thia  oonntry,  999; 
duty  Impoeed  by  New  York  on  her  salt  manofoetufeai 
999;  this  point  no  tMaringon  the  ^neatioo,  994;  reasoa 
of  tl>e  duty  la  New  Tork.  994;  tlie  agricoltnilsta  do  aot 
(OBorallj  waat  asriataace,  980;  bill  ordarod  to  bo  en- 
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griMMd,  S9S;  eondlUoa  of  the  fluneM,  9H ;  ougbt  uaj 
of  «nr  rMonroM  to  be  eat  off  mider  th^  pFMUt  eon- 
tftloB,  tM;  nlnterr  oeennnne  fbr  tbe  fluneH  at  the 
eeontiy  to  get  occMtouUr  Into  difllealtj,  M6 ;  the  dnty 
,ini  Impoeed  aiider  dreainitBiieei  that  did  not  efbrd  » 
■motion  for  It*  oonUmunee  nntll  thU  period,  996;  the 
fltbcrlee  tad  muinlkctnrM,  196;  the  itate  of  the  conntrT 
reqnires  rether  an  IncreMe  than  a  deereaae  of  reTenne, 
W,  not  equitable  toremoTo  the  proteetloa  nuwgiTen 
wlthont  eume  prerlons  notfee,  ttT;  the  present  deflcleo- 
7,M;  Itma  DBrer  Intended  tUa  taiahonid  lemaln 
oftar  the  ocoaalou  eeaaed,  ttS;  thia  bill  hai  a  dalm 
fcnnded  on  Jnatle*  and  the  equal  rlghta  of  the  dtlieni, 
ftt;  the  treasorj  waa  oTerflowlng  at  the  opening  of  the 
•eatlon,S98;  appropiiata  thanaanda  for  foreign  ohjecti, 
hnt  It  la  dlfflenlt  to  obtain  awlataDce  for  the  laboring 
eommnnltjr  at  home,  S98 ;  blU  paased,  sn. 

A.  bin  to  rednoe  the  dnt^  on  salt  eonsldered,  RT8;  In- 
doflidte  poatponament  moved,  5T8 ;  a  tax  on  a  neeemnry 
of  Uti  la  In  utter  boattU^  to  tho  prlndplea  of  onr  iedt- 
wniMnt,078;  aheaT^taz  on  asilonItaTe,5n;  It  maj 
be  asked  how  anoh  a  tax  eontderer  hare  been  Ud,  574 ; 
whj  shoold  not  the  dnt^  he  redneed,  6T4 ;  the  prlndide 
of  protection  has  been  oarried  too  ttr,  6JL 

Jfdtutta. — HoTed  to  strthe  out  ten  and  insert  seven 
and  a  half  cents  per  gallon,  B8B ;  the  dnt^an  odions  tax 
on  n  neensiary  artlde,  66P ;  bad  to  theprodnctlon  of  the 
Bitiele  In  this  oounti7,  D60 ;  an  Indirect  eneonngement 
tothoftrmlaB  Interest,  MB;  «  death  to  the  West  India 
tnd^  eW;  oxtoub  to  the  West  its  shue  of  proteetioD, 
0)0;  motion  lost,  BW ;  an  additional  dotjr  of  six  eentsper 
gallon  moved,  3M ;  the  flrat  proposition  to  Impose  a  dnt7 
on  molasses  waa  considered  a  dnty  on  sugar,  009 ;  both 
treated  as  daUea  on  sngu,  one  In  Ita  grannlarf  and  the 
other  in  iU  Hold  sUta,600;  Now  England  ram  tiMMd 
as  the  antagonlat  of  western  wbUkejr,  100 ;  ntolassea 
need  aa  sngar.no;  eSbot  on  the  f«mno,MO;  en  tho 
eqnaldMribntioatf  taxea,aOO;  It  la  said  the  toeraased 
flnir  nn  mnlsnsnii  iris  pnt  Intn  thn  Mil  ftrr  Ihn  pnipon  of 
polsonlDg  It,  001 ;  motion  lost,  001. 

VermietlU. — Moved  to  Insert  "^oB  vermicelli  BO  per 
eent"  090;  large  quantities  exported  fhim  NewJerae^, 
BOO ;  a  story,  COO ;  amendment  r^eeted,  090. 

Zead^Uoved  to  laj  a  oartain  dntj,  990 ;  an  arttele  at 
domeatis  prodnetlon,  890;  rrasooa  for  gran  ting  tUa  in- 
wasasj  dntj,  091 ;  mhieral  diatrf et  of  HIssonrI  at  poa- 
•nt  langnlahlng,  001 ;  the  tariff  objectionable  as  a  sys- 
tam  <tf  boontles,  69t ;  In  vain  that  It  is  called  the  Ameri- 
eu  sjstem,  on  *,  remarks  on  the  American  sTStem,  09S ; 
amendment  adopted,  BOS. 

J>Ws,— Hovod  to  lay  a  duty  of  88(  per  oent,  098;  ex- 
tent tfthatnde^  SOS;  aoMBdnMBtaofllsrediSOB;  motion , 

/iuM^ai— Duty  of  SS  per  eaut  inoTod,IM;  flnt  pro- 
dnetlon of  ladlgov  806 ;  Its  bWory,  BOB;  teaaona  for  ; 
•neonraglng  the  home  prodnetlon,  098 ;  nnanlmooa  vote 
expeoted,  CM ;  wealth  has  fled  from  the  aonth  and  set- 
tled north  of  the  Fotomao,6M;  effect  of  federal  legisfat-  ' 
tlon,C94;  moved  to  divide  the  qnastion,  C95 ;  the  ad- 
dition to  the  dntr  too  rapid,  OtO;  qnalltfea  of  the 
nrtlele,  COS;  extrMwdinair  Oat tUa  pnpoaltlOB  ahonld 
ba  opposed,  S90;  tba  amndmcnt  la  atiiol  oooform- 
tty  with  tba  prlnelplaa  0(f  the  hlU,  COO ;  the  atten- 
tlOBoflha  «owitiTl*iH>wdlTeetadtotkeaa1i9eet,8t7; 
an  additional  tax  on  the  manofoetnrer  wlthont  benefit 
to  anybody,  B07 ;  eapadty  of  the  sonthem  country  to  pro- 
dnee  all  required,  B9T ;  obteet  of  the  mover  of  the  amend- 
ment, 60T;  varioas  amendments  offered.  OOT;  'UUIe 
benefit  to  the  planter  bat  a  heavy  tax  on  the  mannlbctD- 
rer,  006;  the  American  system  depradi npon  the  British 
■orenuwDt  An- tta  oxtstanee^  098;  amandmeDt  loa^  SOI 


CtordaffSr-Umd  to  I«y  ao  additional  dnty  of  flra 
oant^  BB8;  a  bonatytotba  foreign  maaaOwtored  sittd^ 
sot;  atatement«fafcarforta,Oe»;  motint  r^eetsd, SHl 

Jtoif  VM,— A  progrealn  dntynoMd,  0)0;  Idla  ta 
go  on  with  the  debate  at  preasot,  BOO;  mettoa  tal^ 
099. 

Woollen  BlamJttt».~ilorM  to  strike  oat  the  dnty  oe, 
001 :  an  article  of  necessity  required  by  evcryhody,  tOl ; 
the  mano&cture  Is  not  competent  to  supply  the  ton- 
sumption,  OOI ;  mannlhctnra  not  Increased  slaee  18H, 
•01 :  •  baneflelal  efllset  yodmed  by  tha  dnty,  On ; 
aaesdnieBt  loat,  OOL 

AUt«— Moved  to  amend  the  daty  on  silka,  001;  sddi 
five  per  oent  to  the  dnty  on  silks  from  the  other  stds  tt 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  002;  ol^ect  q>pean  to  be  to  In- 
orcase  dlscriminadon,  OOS ;  our  loterest  to  be  on  ths  best 
terms  with  Frvice,  003 ;  beneflt  of  an  locrease  of  daty, 
OOS;  njeeted,  008. 

JAseeUatsaoiw  arflefM— Moved  to  strike  oat  thsds^ 
en Bteel, toad, leaden  abot,  lltharf^*cL,  000;  los^DI; 
dity  on  oranges  and  lamona  moved,  008;  kat^OOS;  da^ 
on  Imported  spirits  moved  and  Icet,  008 ;  Mil  ordered  te 
a  third  reading,  008;  passed,  008. 

irtees.— Bill  to  reduce  the  dnty  on,  008;  sUetatleH 
produced  by  the  bill,  6(e ;  Its  effieet  on  the  ravamu^ 
OOS ;  ordered  to  be  engroesed,  000. 

In  the  Honse  a  UU  to  alter  the  acts  Imporing  a  duty 
OD  bnporta  emddered.  Sit;  forty  milUoBS  Invsatsdia 
woollen  maoaftcture,  S79;  valne  of  the  sfrtcaltsnl 
Intereat,  879;  anonnt  Involved  In  the  qnesUea  af  p» 
tactlng  woollens,  ST9 ;  Interest  of  other  branches  of  sgit 
eultore  besides  those  engaged  in  sheep  ralMng,  080; 
foreign  exports  of  flour,  880 ;  the  featnres  of  the  bUI, 
880;  first  minimum  placed  at  forty  cents,  880;  other 
nlnimums,  8S1;  moUon  that  the  eommittee  riK,8SI; 
raaaoBs  for  the  motloa,  881 ;  not »  ttne  to  tsnpsr  vUh 
oar  tariff  whn  the  lavanne  waa  declining;  )89;  bsUob 
carried,  833. 

The  proteeUvebiUfrf  1814, 884;  this  Mil,  ITU  beesnss 
a  law,  will  effectually  prohibit  tho  Importattoueraesriy 
all  the  woollen  goods  In  common  use,  whose  vslas  at 
the  plsee  of  exportation  shall  not  exceed  three  and  s 
half  dollars,  8M ;  It  embraces  peculiarly  articles  w«n 
by  the  poor  and  middle  elassos  of  aodety,  OH;  ths 
question  Ii  whether  oar  dedslan  on  the  prapaasd  la- 
crease  (ff  dnty  on  woollena  o«^  ttot  to  ba  pastpoiit 
8Kt ;  have  we  any  Information  as  to  its  operation  en  ths 
revenue T  SBC;  did  not  tha  tulff  of  1824  shaks  ths 
Union  to  lU  centre  f  800;  the  only  object  of  the  tffl 
was  to  give  to  manuGuturers  of  woollens  the  protectloB 
that  was  Intended  for  tbam  by  the  act  (tf  IfM,  bat 
which  they  had  foiled  to  reeelvo  by  Its  «v«sloas,aB; 
the  moUcm  to  diseharfa  the  eommittee  was  snbrnlttsd 
with  the  slagU  view  to  ascertain  wbeflw  the  BeaM 
were  prepared  te  dlaeasB,  at  this  aeashm,  "lbs  prieefplis 
and  the  policy  of  the  taril^"  890 ;  Ao  gentlemen  beBera 
a  subject  of  this  character  will  be  pcrmttlad  to  psa 
without  a  ftill  and  free  dlaeuaalon  t  890;  ottJeet  of  the 
memorialist^  897;  some  better  understanding  esa  be 
made  between  the  ftleildsand  tqtponenlB  of  the  Mn,  W ; 
reasons  against  discharglBg  the  committee,  097;  gieandi 
upon  which  the  present  eoaddatBthm  of  the  UH  b 
nalrted,88e;  otjaet  cf  the  eommitlee  eg  msMfcrtawi 
to  vnir*  nBeOytoOe  frauds  at  the  eistom  bsaiM^ 
898;  It  la  due  to  the  momoriallsta  to  inqniie  «AaAst 
the  statements  they  have  made  are  true,  DS;  what 
subject  of  greater  moment  Is  on  the  table  *  8M ;  If  tU* 
debate  goes  on  one  week,  specnlstloas  will  take  plan  m 
woollen  goods  to  the  amout  of  mllUoos  of  ddlan,))!; 
It  Is  said  the  eommlttea  were  Imposed  upon,- DO; 
gToocdi  upon  which  the  bill  waa  founded,  89) ;  predj*- 
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Uboj  ot  Um  imm«t«,400;  »o  (och  oppoaiUoD  or  almno 
■gilBirthe  mmmwIitiM  hti  bm  atMmptad  to  be 
■bowB,  40D ;  Be  OM  aaBMiTMl  Ott  tUs  mwran  wonU  b* 
■trloMiy  ^UUdel  tkli  itwIeB,  460;  eraoBat  aTbodiiaM 
b«bnitbftHeweuueMao,«N;  tbeftlendioraeMn 
naiiiiiiUMfily  protnettng  th«  d«bata,  401 ;  Um  bill  pre- 
•anto  two  prioeiplu  wblch,  If  adopted,  vlU  complAMly 
Alter  oar  Intemat  and  f  xtenul  polle^,  401 ;  bill 
414.  ^/lld«z,Tola.l,S,8,4,^«,7,& 

ttwtamt,  Emr  Bepnentattra  fhn  lEM>.,ra;  en 
tto  HuHdiiiMttt  naUUlR  obdm*,  lU ;  on  the  naw  OnA 
Tttaitj,  US,  MB;  on  datiM  on  wool  nnd  voolleu,  Stt; 
•B  tbo  Tecubar*  mlaalon,  485;  on  Meade's  cUlio,  445; 
flBftpalatlaf  art]wBatUeirfNewOriceDi,m;  idattTo 
toeiVtaiedAfttai^Ma.  AMAdta^mlfc7,& 

B 

y*—'.  Joiru,  Jr^  Bepeeaentethe  ften  Hew  ToA,  60>i 
Z«30ii,JoKaH.,SeiiatwhomTBnB^Wr;  on  the  Deaf  and 

Sunb  AijlomlB  KentMikjr,  ITS;  on f Bdemnlflc^loii  to 

IMgneTa,  474.  Aw  Adai^  volft  e,  T,  8L 
KSVAXM,  HiFUjr,  mUmb  o(  to  the  Honse.  Ae  A  ^m, 

ToL  8. 

XUetton  of  PrMtd*nt,--BM  Indtm,  toL  1,  and  Indtm,  roX.  8, 

PrttUUnUai  EUeHotk. 
XHvtbmtg  <fa  rtMmt  ^WaMmglom  to  a  aMrttaOe 

BovM  frov^  3fa»*ackM  »eUi.—8i»  Jndtm,  toL  7. 
Xua,  POTUUV,  Senator  ftom  Uaa.,  467.  Ah  iWw^ 

Toia. 

JMorvo^-nSM  AdlM^Tdi.  1^  i  %  aad  JMm^  VOL  1,  0riat 

JPiHrtwiwfi,  eiieetiratrmMl  ^.—Sm  JmStct,  toI  & 

XTSun,  £dwau>,  BepreeentatlTe  fitiin  HitM.,  809;  on 
amendment  to  the  eonstltntlon^  86 ;  on  the  relief  of  re- 
TtrfnUonarjr  ofl)een,e83;  ontheapptrintmentof  Chargei, 
Sn;  on  the  Polar  expedition, 414;  on  Heade'i  eUm, 
44B;  on  n  painting  of  the  battle  ofKew  Orleans,  688; 
on  the  eaae  of  Uailgnj  ITAntetln^  686;  »  rebeneb- 
aientiTOg.  &e/«A>,T0L& 

Xadka»g*  of8tad»~Bt»  Mvn,  rot  T. 

Ac<M  0»  t4q*eir*.—Bt*  Iitdem^  Tola.  1,  8. 

MbMmtHvt  P^partm»^a.—SM  Jndtm,  toL  1. 

.^ewMoe  P(ncert.—SM  IiuUm,  toL  8. 

ttBpairiation.—S»4  Iitdta,  toIs.  S,  6,  8. 

JtopedWofi  againtt  Porto  RUsc—Su  Indm,  rA  T. 

J&QMwf Miwei^  redttcMo*      Am  A<I«s^  vol.  T. 

Jt^MMfAiff  lU  itow^     (lU  Amat«,^-AM /ndM^  ToL  8l 

F 

Xttlepaf  JudgM,—3M  Indem,  vola.  2, 8,  omendmeia*  Cfte 

ooMfttudan,  and  7iNl«e^  toU.  4,  & 
FikdlaT,  Jaiob,  fiapresentative  from  Ohio,  810.  Am 

deo),  Tol.  8. 

lUg  ^tAo  UtMod  AtolM— Am  Indtm,  toI.  1. 

.nar<da,((^bliv4n.— AseAdan^ToLT.  OmoI.— AMAdsn^ 
vA  8.  fi'oeerfHKeRl  ({^— Am  Mik,  TtA.  8L  AiM<*M 
Trtaty ;  oeoupatlon  i^.—Seo  Indau,  toL  4.  AtroAoM 
iSm  /n^f  m),  voL  8.    Wrte]btr4.—8M  InOtm,  -roL  8, 

Vt-OTB,  John,  Bepretentatlre  from  Ta.,  810 ;  on  the  Panama 
mlnlon,  81D ;  on  free  negroes  In  the  IMstilet  of  Celnnbia, 
868;  on  the  memorial  of  Call»oan,8W;  nukaa mlnorit;r 
repoit  on  the  Tloe-Prealdent'a  appeal  d>8;  on  romord 
o(  tlie  Indiana^  6M;  on  mQltia  eomta  MMUal,  Mi;  <« 
xatnnehaMBt,  881  Am-AuIm^  toIi.  8,T. 

TiMTn,  JoBF,  BepreeeatatlTo  from  Oeor^  810k 

Tovt,  BufUKi.  A.,  Senator  from  Conn.,  487 ;  ttfatlTO  to  the 
powers  of  the  Ylce-PmsldenttfiOB;  on  the  nnrlTon  of 
the  reroloUon,  OSS, 


FOBT,  TovuneoK,  BejmeentatlTe  from  Oeorgta,  «0;  oa  the 
Baidtof  theCmtedStotai^SlT;  Mtthenaeeomarlinr  - 
D'AnteriTe,  IB7. 

Tbfei^  MlmitUm,  ofrwee  ^  iVieOe^— Am  JnOtct,  toL  & 

Ibroign  XtlaMom*.—3oo  Jndtm,  Tob.  4,  (L 

Fdrolffiurt,  jMdMone  jVotn.— Am  Indta,  ™L  8l 

FoiaTTS,  JoBX,  OD  BoDtb  American  relations,  49,  74,  75;  on 
the  Panama  mission,  M;  on  the  Panama  mMon,  17f ; 
OBthe  Creek  Treaty,  S4g,  S4S,  S3S ;  reUtlTetothaBahn* 
niab«nks,SS0;  onOeorgla  militia  elalmB,M8;  on  free 
iMgroe*lntbeDtatri«tofCDlnmbta,85S;  ontheappolnb- 
ment  <f  Gliargea,sn;  ongiBatatotheQai{)awIndlatt% 
488;  refartlTe  to  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Indian^ 
408 ;  Ml  tbe  lelattoM  of  the  United  SUtee  and  Georgia, 
411, 41S :  on  ODmmuralal  Intereonrse  with  Uweden,  428, 
4W;ontbeTacuberamtsslan,4i9,480;  on  claims  nnder 
the  Florida  Treat]r,4«4,  448,4U;  on  the  British  Colo- 
nial Trade,  431, 457. 401 ;  on  the  Ubaala  Agaacr,  44a 
AM/iwr«^T«la.fi,^7,8. 

FtnvuB,  Ouvscn,  Bepreaentativa  from  PamL,  8INL 

Frane*,  reUMotu  %DitK—S4«  l*d0t,  volt.  %  Sw 

AwiMv  PriMtgt.—a»»  Mm,  T<4b.  1,  % 

Frto  bteote  in  IHtiHct  <^  OOmMa,  bill  relatin  te^  SIBi 

Frttdom  (ffeonooteneA. — 5m  Jkdtoi,  toL  1. 

rrtmA  ColMial  Trad«.—lD  the  Senate,  a  bUl  reUUve  to, 
considered,  688 ;  explanation  of  the  origin  and  operation 
ot  the  bill,  668 ;  cauBe  of  the  delay  in  reciprocating  the 
French  ordinance,  688;  the  ordinnnoe  a  temporary  aet, 
TerokaUa  at  the  ^eaanre  ef  the  Freneh  Oovenuoen^ 
D88;  the  pnUlcntlcw  ot  the  deeree,  688;  why  ^  thit 
new  tariff  of  datlea  on  the  trade  of  OoadalODpa  and 
Martinique  been  withhold  from  the  American  Congress  t 
684;  will  not  the  blU  In  its  present  shape  repeal  the  eon- 
atractlon  which  the  ExeeatiTe  has  given  to  the  law 
reguJaUng  the  CMunerelal  intereouise  between  this 
oonntry  and  Franoet  684;  amendment  mored,  H4; 
France  ihonU  beeoDdUated,06B;  the  blU  la  aolely  ^ 
pHM]>letotha^«■latlonaraleeoU»Utnd^606;  eim- 
■troetien  ^  oar  OoTorament^  686 ;  It  goeaa  lltUe  (tarther 
than  niBy  redprocatlng  idl  that  was  granted  by  the 
French  decrees,  68Q;  the  amendment  is  nnneoossary, 
666;  manner  In  wUeh  the  direct  trade  is  regulated,  668 ; 
■mendment  withdrawn,  660;  have-not  the  dntlea  oo 
American  prodnoe  to  theee  Islands  been  redneedf  666; 
at  this  very  moment  the  Mdlnanee  U  probably  repealed 
667;  history  of  the  transaetlon,  667;  UQ  wdoiedtobn 
Mfioased  and  pwaod,  867. 

^IrsiM*  Sifivt—.—Sf  Indm,  toL  1. 

rrmA  SpoUatioitM.—Sta  Ind»x,  vols.    8, 7. 

JWmA  I>»ero»t.--Sto  Iwim,  vot.  6. 

Fiar,  Josxrn,  Jr.,  Bepresentattve  from  Penwylranb^  800l 

AMMsrs;  Proleettoi  </-Am  /Md«a,  toL  1. 

^H^UfesAhice&— AM/iMl«evToU.6tflv7.  Akmi. 

F'^ifMtMfrom  JjuUeo.  Am  Jndtm,  toLL 

Ar  TVode^Me  Fait-AH  Ad«^  toL  7. 

O 

Qaim,  Imvoc,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Maryland,  808. 
OaUi  db  SmtoH  tUetod  pr4nUr*,—3M  Mm,  volo.  8^  7. 
Oakisbt,  D^nxL  G.,  on  the  Panama  MiMlon,  188;  Bepr^ 

Mntatire  from  New  Tori^  808.  Am  Jkdoa,  roL  6, 
GAnxow,  NATBAvm,  Eepresentatlre  from  New  Tori^  VNl 
Ooitaral  Woytu-A—Sto  Indou,  toL  1. 
Ooorffia Lana C1atma.—S»t tniam,rtiL  SL 
0«efV<o  JRKNs  CbifaM— In  the  Heose,  mothm  to  dbAarn 

the  Commlttee.MS ;  properly  have  no  cognliaMeoftheie 

eUdms,  N8;  debate,  848;  moUon  loet,  840;  amendment 

moved,  488.  Am  Adea^  Tola.  S,  6,  7,  8. 
German  Lani/u^*,  Lavm  in.— See  ItuUcB,  toL  S, 
anim,  OioMn  E.,  Bepreoentatlre  frtnn  Georgia,  SlOj  tain* 
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tin  to  c«jitM»d  AhiMOM,  W;  oo  the  OmiyU  booadMj 

OOBHAK,  BnuAim,  BcprawtatlT*  ftom  MiichMetto. 

«n;  ootlwBukorthaUiiltodStatM,ei&  AmMmb, 
ToL  7. 

QOTAH,  Ain>uwB.,(uiD«ifudI>ainbA>7laiDi,Mau  S*4 
Indta^  ToL  7. 

^tvof  .SfiCoiit,  rUaUabny  mwtura  ow,— £m  Ind4a\  roL  1. 

Cr#<i**,  aid  to  O*.— 5m  /iMfa^  vol  7. 

^Ml:4, 8uf»ri»g,  rM^to^la  lb*  HonM,  KMMdotlonnuk- 
iBg  IB  ■ppropriaUoD,  te,  wRuldmd,  868;  tka  dUtreM, 
Ml;  praeadrat^SH;  «  sHwnl  ^ctiiN  oTbocMr  and 
deaolatlott  In  Qnwe,  8U;  afftat  wlileh  thU  maaanra 
wonld  luva  on  tba  rdatloiu  of  tUa  taanttj  with  tlw 
iMUlgerent  powen,  Ut;  tbU  would  be  k  dtreetTloUtiaii 
of  ODT  aentralit;r  under  Uw  Uw  of  netloni,  8H ;  It  1*  ■ 
•applf  t«  the  neoesaltoDaIn  tha  nation  at  larga,  and  not  a 
rabiMrT<ilnntu1)roflbTed,S<5;  proTUoiia'ara  notoon- 
MbMid  of  war  axeapt  wban  going  to  •  bailoffad  ^wMt 
HS;  tamt  tUaadtotlBattoiiwItiioatftdUBmiMT  M5; 
naolutlOD  Utd  on  the  table,  8M. 

6unr,  Ixm,  BepreaentatlTe  ftom  Fean^ylTHd^  ML 

ewOtmaia,  JO— ion  ta.—3M  Indtm,  ToL  8. 

ewioat».—SM  Indtt^  roL  L 

fivnun,  Hunr  H.,  toprwentitlw  tnaa  Lonlibiu,  (10.— 
/lHAd«s^ToU.7, 8. 

H 

&AZLB,  on  cnoroMhiiianta  oo  Choctaw  bnda,  M7 ;  oa  the 

ramoral  of  the  Choctaw  Indiana,  870 ;  on  dntiea  on  wool 
and  wo<41eni,  WO;  on  the  Chlekaaaw  and  Choctaw  In- 
diana, 411 :  on  the  reUUoDi  of  the  United  Stataa  and 
6aoigU,41S;  on  raxnoTal  of  the  Indiana,  804;  on  tho 
flBH  of  Mnrl«B7  D* AotolTO,  087. 

Bau,  Tiuum,  BapnaaBlatln  from  IDaeladppi,  BIQ. 

Hall,  IteniAi,  B^naantatlTa  firoa  Rortb  610; 
relaUn  to  oBptond  AfthM^  <57.--i5M  A(ta0,  Tok.  8,  T. 

Hauook,  Jonx,  Jr.,  Bepraaentatlve  flnim  New  Tori^  800. 

JltMMtftoH,  ^bmitder,  rtpvri  qf,  a»  SterUary  qfUU  7>-w«- 
my.—SM  IndmBi  toL  1.  TVaanuy. 

EAxntov,  jAm,  Jr^  m  Uutaehaaatti  HlUtU  CUma,  fil ; 
OB  South  Anwitaw  nlatkwi,  64, 8S;  on  tba  FwHunn 
IflMtOB,  188;  on  matmX  «l  tbo  imulai  of  Conmodoi* 
Patrjr,  888;  on  Aim  oegiow  In  tba  DWrM  of  ColsmUn, 
Sfie;  oa  the  anftring  Otwka,  806;  oa  tatttmn  tqr  flra 
In  Aloxandrin,  SS9;  oo  datlaa  on  wool  and  wooUeu, 
864;  on  the  Llberian  Agency,  448;  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Btstea,  616;  on  the  caaa  of  lUrignf  D'ADtertre, 
616;  mnpalatlBgofthe  Battle  of  New  Orleana,  687; 
theoldaedltionlnw,8n-«S8.  8m  JfuUm,  v6L  9. 

Kaiwok,  VnUAM  H^OB  Oo  nliaf  ornftremntAlasHi- 
dila,  S8S ;  OB  pnymant  of  deported  slarea,  61t;  oa  a 
■ml  Mademr,  867 ;  Senstor  ftom  Ohio,  467;  on  report* 
en  to  the  SenaU,  475;  on  the  deoeaae  of  lUIor  Oeneral 
Brown,  666;  od  the  office  of  IL^or  General,  697;  on  the 
elmlnu  (rf  Bontb  Carolina,  B8>;  reUtlTa  to  the  hamcka 
at  New  Orleani,  640;  on  the  prevention  of  deacrtion, 
Btt;  ODthebiUfortheraUefof  Hra.  Brown,  668;  on  the 
do^oa  lal^ATS;  oa  tlio  biitItow  of  tha  Bonlatiea, 
664.866;  on  brant  luk,  664. 

BAaTKT,  JovATBAV,  HepiMiBtntlTO  ft«n  Not  UnpoUr^ 
608:  &«A(fanvoL8L  > 

EAna,  BOBUT  T.,  on  the  lottnj  Ux  the  aala  of  Jeflleraon'a 
oatate,  887;  on  the  Colonrntini  Sodety,  808-617;  on 
the  gradual  ImproTeincnt  of  the  Nbt;,  8S+-S82 ;  on  a 
naral  academj,  886-649 ;  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
467;  (HI  IndetanlflcatioB  to  Ite^gaei^  474;  on  tba  oap* 


tonofUMPhUadalphia,4»»;  on  thepowenofthanee- 
FiMldaB^  616 ;  oa  tba  offlea  of  If^iff  Gaoatal,l88:  entba 
dalnM  of  Soatb  CnDlian,oeo ;  on  a  grant  of  land  to  Xanjw 
CoUega,860;  on  tborreneh  OolonUl  trad^066;  »  the 
pajmant  of  Inlaraat  to  Stnte^  676;  on  the  do^^  h* 
dlgo,666;on  Uw  eappretalon  of  the  BUre  trade, aot^Htt. 

HAnraa,  CaAaua  £.,  Bepreeentatlrefrom  Georgia,  610. 

Hbaut,  Joaxn^  Bepceaentattre  from  New  Hamp^ln^  M. 
Am  Indtm,  Tol.  S. 

Mimp,  Jm»HaaaLi—am  Mtm,  toL  7. 
HBitnnx.,Jo«na,OB  tbo  relief  of  BeYolntk— ry  vmvn, 

8l6;aath«F«HBnimiiri<«,I&8.  AeiiMiea^Tolt.  1^1,6 
HnrBBMoir,  FaAMON,  Ja.,  Tk»  ooee  ^.—Sm  Mm,  toL  T. 
HBKDuon,  William,  on  the  rood  In  Hlchlpu,  986;  oo  the 

roodln  Arkanna,9B8;  on  the  Ohio  tnnplke  riiad,UI; 

Senator  from  Indiana,  46T ;  on  paUio  land^  476;  on  the 

aMaiVMkrandObtocual,804.  Sm  JmHK,nL%. 
HmT,  BoniR  P.,  dieioii  vt,  846. 
Haaam,  BaaRBB,  oa  Mdhiim  br  I"  Alooadrt^HL 
Horan^  SiuaB.,  BopnooatitlTa  from  How  Tort,8NL 

HoDom,  ,  XepreoenteUve  from  UaModiuetti,  Ml 

HoMOOV,  KniooA,  ANMo*  </— 5m  Mtm,  Ttri.  & 
Hovnuui,  MioBAXL,  on  the  Now  Crook  Treaty,  9(9;  on  a 

Hani  Acodanir,490;  oa  Doaf  and  Dumb  Aeyliima, 404; 

BaptowatrtlTo  from  Now  York,  (06.  AM/atfa^voLL 
HoHWMa^  Oaoae^  on  Ibo  enw  ef  Hn.  Deeotnr,  9H;  Bi^ 

noBBtottn  from  HovJoimr,  606;  dooMioc<6IB. 
Houuit  C^ABBBL,  OB  tlw  mImt  of  the  Fo(taaitn>aoBnl 

886;  OB  tho  aalo  of  Moomd  load  ndaoa,  m;  on  the 

dntjr  OB  aalt,986;  on  the  memago  ra^eeiing  the  Oeek 

Indian^  809 ;  on  pajinent  of  deported  ilertik  600-611 ; 

BepteoentaUro  from  Noith  CaroUno,  m  S-t»dm, 

ToLS. 

Jlom4DtparlmmL—S»»Ind4m,ioLl.  Jhoaatf ei  ftyart- 

JTbaw  JAuMtfbctarM  fsona  <a  Oo  AaMar-ANiWa^ToLft 
ANMrototto  Awm^-iSmMm^voL  8L 
ArtmhtHntU SmMnat*  Vbr.— Am iiMlM>, vol 7. 
Bovtnm,  Bimw^  on  tho  XMMHbasotta  mUtlo  elalOM,  R 
.    S64  Mtm,  Tcda.  7,  & 

£foiMo  o^ioama  at  doae  ^  fint  seorion  of  lOtb  Congiei^  M6; 
oonrenea  at  aaeond  aearion  of  16th  Congiem,  646;  ei* 
Joonaatdoaoof  aeeoad  aaaatoa  of  16tb  Coagra«,4ll; 
OOBTOBM  at  fliat  oaaafoa  ef  86tk  OoivoH,  616 ;  ■4oaBi 
at  ekao  of  fliM  H«l«i  ef  lOth  CoB(n«,  768. 

HnmaBT,  CaABLm,  en  tho  relief  of  BoTOlatloaaiT'  <tf- 
oan^SBfc  8m Hdim, toL g. 

Hnrt^  JwAnA«t  BnwaiatrtlTa  froaa  Toraaoa^  8afc 

I 

JiHitoU,  AdmlmU»^.~-a—  Imdmt,  toL  fc 

iMpwHtmmtf-am  tHdrnt^iA.  •> 

Aaporte— Am  iMt«a  OB  Aiportfc 

JmpHmmmtiU  >br  Mt-Ja  tte  Bonat%  loaro  mbd  to 
bni«lBnUUtoobellA,IT4;  no  doabt  of  tbo  priadplii 
n  expadlcner  vt  the  meacore,  874 ;  Im^leaiuiMot  to 
debt,  ht^ble  M  the  Spenlah  Inqnialtion,  974;  artola- 
tlMi  of  the  Declaration  of  ladepeiHlonea,  and  of  Ibe  «a- 
atltotioB,974;  tho  borbarooa  cnatmn  had  Ita  eriginia 
naoiped  power,  974;  ai^eal  to  tbe  wladora  and  patrtN- 
tom  of  tha  Boaat^  to  aU  ia  aboUiUni  a  dl^riOiAt 
ftatan  of  tha  lawa,  US ;  loarc  gnatad.  and  blB  {]«•• 
dnoad,9T&  Am rela.  7. 8. 

ImSmmm\/le)aHo%  ^  IbrtifiMn.~la  the  Sonata,  a  petRiea 
reUtlro  to^  preaeated,  4U;  tbo  qaaatlon  can  be  lettkd 
otberwioe  than  bj-reftreno^  474;  acooaoatoftbeiMVO 
ortbogeBemlrale,4T4;  the  petitfam  IkomaBrltlibmb- 
jeet  aboold  be  pnaented  ollldally  to  Ooap«o^474; 
aeni  of  other  ooaatilea  boTO  no  tigU  to  potMoa  OtafMi 
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tar  tha  tOSmtBimat     thalr  eUoM,  4U;  p«UUoa  Uld  on 

tho  Uble,  ifS. 

AttmmmUfM  Sp«t4attt>M.-Si*  Jndm,  toL  1.  QfMt  Brit- 
ala. 

JM^aMCtHMt-lBtbaHoaMtkblU  to  nthorfM  Xndbuw 
to  locAto  ft  owl  MmMamdnd  4N4w«d  to  bt  ugnMNd, 

454. 

AtftaM  4^r«.— Am  Mm,  toL  4 

AmHom  factory  SiftUm.St*  Jndn,  toL  7, 

Indian  JMparlm^tni.—Su  Imdtm,  toL  T. 

Indian  landtvUMmaSMt,  rigU»ow4r.—6—  Indm,  roL  L 

Indian  TH»*».  Stt  Indtm,  toL  8. 

JhdlaiH  I7A<aln««e  owl  Okoetew.— la  tlw  Hooms  »  raao- 
latloB  ooMidarad,  407 ;  no  hmmmI^  for  piwtng  ucb  » 
naoIntloB,  407;  whj  mil  for  tho  Inatrnetloiis  t\na  In 
tUi  cue  alonftf  40T;  «xe«ptloni  t«k»  to  th«  pneeed- 
Inga  of  tb«  CommlaalwMn,  407 ;  wore  tbef  Id  ft«t  tmo? 
4«I;  U  to  Mid  tbst  ttat  CommMoBon  addiMMd  the  In- 
Hum  !■  tko  lnfW|o  oT  tbiMi*  Hd  MMrian.  M;  «x- 
tnot from  tbwiddroMorthtConntartaBOti, 408;  totbto 
tti  Iragnafo  of  ODerdonT  408;  ol^aetlonaUB  pMts  of 
tkorMoluUon^409;  Indian  traatlea  of  lata  7«an,400; 
an  attempt  to  orry  Into  efllMt  a  pollor  with  the  In^ 
dUna,  wUeh  ahonU  maat  tlia  reprobaUoa  of  the  Hooie, 
W:  ItiaMM  that  tho  iMolnttOD  !■  nounal and eztm- 
•■4lavrlolta«hMMt«i;410;  tbo  inforawttoa  «alM  fbr 
MBbt  M  MTflM  vImb  obtalMd,  410;  tbaeflbttsof 
tbt  ComaalMlnon  bnn  boon  mmmmhAiI,  tiO;  partlcn- 
tan,  410;  the  p^lor  tb»  ConnMonen  ban  OBdMnnd 
tupioiaou  ban  b— PMeciMlwIywwMBiBdidbTBIon' 
roe,  Calhoun,  and  Barboor,  411 ;  tMOlntkn  laid  an  the 
table,  41L 

KeMdotion  idaUra  to  tbo  tmdotcI  af  tlw  CbMtawi^ 
Ae.,  ooulderod,  «>8;  blU,  «Ml 

•nd,  197;  part  of  the  IndUw  iB  n  itote  of  itamtlOB, 
in ;  drooButaMaa  of  tbo  cbm,  UT  ;  tb*  qwMtton  of 
aoloBtilBg  tb«  IndlaiM  In  tfce  wectom  oonatrf  ^t  to  bo 
doetdad,  ISS;  amondad  hj  Inaartlng  a  fDlBeUnt  •am  to 
rallaT*  the  praaent  exigency,  IM ;  Cougraai  haa  no  power 
to  make  the  Tnaaiujr  aobaritf  bos,  IW;  ordered  to  a 
third  readlBftU*;  the  bill,  144;  rewlatUi^  tina^ud 
paaaed,144i 

iteiMal  «E— Za  tbo  HooM,  b  naolnlln  nMlToto, 
Boaridmd,  8M;  negotiation  wUk  the  Indian  trlbea,  for 

the  etMion  of  their  laad,»merelhToa,SaS;  tba  United 
Stntee  bare,  by  atatnta,  dUthtncbtoed  ereiy  natloo  of 
iDdleaa  within  tbeir  benndartea,  806 ;  it  bu  been  aaked, 
what  brooght  these  people  to  their  preeeot  abjeet  eon- 
dttlonT  8W;  the  Indiana  ezpeeled  to  be  nmondiMT; 
the  mnrlae  and  loeeea,  by  the  oentiBnaaoe  of  tbaae  In- 
diana In  tbeIr  praaant  abode,  SCT. 

JMfiM^  QM<V«e^ln  tbo  Hwiae,  blU  ntattTo  tn  emuid- 
«Md,M;  motloBtabqrontbotabKdOS;  artlcUofthe 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  4M ;  a  qneatlon  relattre  to  con- 
veying the  lands  in  fee,  400 ;  motion  carried,  404k 

Xnuaoi-L,  B^tra  L,  on  the  British  Colonial  Trade,  451; 
Bepresentative  from  ConooctlcDt,  009;  on  a  patntitig  of 
the  Battle  of  Mew  Orleans,  683.  M/(MfM,ToL8. 

ZmBAii,flAXRLDL,ontlMPnnainnmiMion,UO;  onpreser- 
ntten  of  Uto  oak  timber,  877 ;  oa  ths  TaenbayB  nls- 
■loB,  481;  Bepreseatatlre  fhMn  FeaaijlTBBla,  008;  «a 
tbeease  of  Itarlgny  D*Ant«rlras<B8;  on  latniMlUBeBt, 
na  &e  AdM,  Tob. «,  T,  & 

dor,  Tol.  4. 

ikUrtial  ImprottrnML—la  the  Iloose,  a  resolution  to  In- 
talr*  Into  tbo  e^odlencj  <tf  dlsoontinuins  the  approprl- 


atloa  for  rnrveys,  Ao^  and  snbetitntlng  qieelfle  appro* 
priatlons,  SOD;  the  propriety  of  tranaforring  to  the 
XxaoutlYe  thto  large  dlseretlon  otbt  the  pablle  iami«y, 
hai  never  rcoelTed  aepante  conitdetmtlon,  880;  Intaianl 
Improrementa,  legitimately,  are  conflnad  to  dt^eott  ot  b 
aattoaal  cbaneter,  880;  Important  to  eall  the  ntteatloB 
of  tbo  HoBH  to  the  meaner  la  wUeb  ivproprfatlani  era 
made,  861 ;  amendment  offered,  801 ;  reeolutliin  laid  on 
the  table,  80S. 

In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  grant  eertaln  nnaK>raprt>ted 
lands  in  Alabama  to  the  State  for  pnrpooes  of  Internal 
Improreoient,  OMisidered,  546;  ordered  to  be  iiiigiiaisil. 
fttr.  SaalHdtB,  Tiito.T,8, 

Ibaaokb,  Jaoob  C,  mi  an  asMdaieat  to  tbe  eoutltatloa, 
84;  on  Sontb  Amerleaa  relattona,  88;  RepraeentatlTa 
from  Tenneasea,  OlOi  S»4  Indta,  rola.  T,  8L 

AOmsw  (/  Panama,  a  resolntton  relatlr*  to  eatabUsblng 
waunanlcatlon  with,  oomMond,  808. 

J 

JaiU  (/AotN.— i5M  JiMEee,  toL  8. 

J^t^mnft  latUrf  BUI,  action  in  tba  Honsa  on,  414. 

Jninxaa,  Joh&ibax,  Sepfaaentatlv*  from  Indlanii  Sia 
attJhdtm,  Tok«,^T,eL 

JoBira,  KaauT,  Jr^  BepmaeatBtlTa  ftan  Dehwnr^  008L 

JoBMOK,  FnAxois,  on  the  Panama  MImIm,  167;  on  Soafh 
American  reUllons,  70-73;  on  •nflleran bj lln  tn  Alex- 
andria, 885-881.  $04  Inda^  volt.  T,  & 

Jornnon,  J.iJaB,  offen  a  reeolntion  on  a  Teatem  Armory, 
47;  on  the  Panama  Uiaslon,  308;  deeeaae  of,  800.  Ae 
India,  ToL  8. 

jMMOJt,  Jnaunn^  BepreoantatiTO  from  New  Tork,  008. 

JoasHn,  BnnuBB  U.,  OB  hapriaoamant  for  debt,  IT4 ;  on  tba 
Bale  of  reeerred  Lead  lUnea,  988;  m  tbo  nlaiyof  tbo 
Poatraaater  General,  884;  Senator  from  Kentooky,  467; 
on  reporters  to  the  Senate,  475;  on  the  graduation  In 
the  priee  of  the  pnbllo  lands,  587 ;  on  repairs  of  the 
Cnmberiand  road,  588.  5m  Jndeni,  vols.  8,  4, 5,    7,  a 

Joanos,  JoaiAH  8.,  m  the  duty  on  aalt,  288 ;  on  payment 
of  d^ortod  aUTei,  808-818;  Seaatoc  from  I^islMv 
867;aitbap«nrcnef  thaTlaaPMUeBt,6U;  oa  tba 
poUto  debt,m;  reUUt*  to  the  banaeka  at  HewOo 
leana,  640,  541.   Asa  A<f  eia,  Tida.  7,  a 

Immal  qf  1^4  Ftdtrat  OomMnMon.S»4  ImUa,  toL  T. 

Jimmal         Old  Oongr«—.—S»4  IndM,  rol.  6. 

Jud^M,  Ftderal,  rmMwU  ^.-~3t4  Jnd4»,  Toto.  S,  4. 

Adic^ry,  In  tbe  Senate,  a  bill  to  estabUsb  Jndldal 

process  in  tbe  States  admitted  into  tbe  Union  slnco  1789; 
618;  thebUl  in  Ito  preaant  shape  will  destroy  aU  aqnlty 
ptoaMlainaayoltba  oldStata^nS;  ozaeatlaBlamof 
KaDtad[j,61S;  ddl«ded,61«;  XwtatUaaaabimTaaai 
chivalrous  people,  518;  the  Inordlaato  lasna  of  bank  pa- 
per, 590 :  effect  Qf  nnwise  meaearea  ttf  the  Bank  of  tba 
United  States,  680;  Is  Kentucky  the  only  SUto  that  at- 
tempted during  the  war  to  suit  her  code  to  her  condi- 
tion T  6M:  the  Circuit  Judgo  declared  tbe  replevin 
-  taw  to  be  unconstitutional,  681 ;  what  coasUtatea  a 
daapoUsm,  6S1;  bow  mneb  more  beooailag  Istha  Jadgai 
to  hare  nmndered  their  Jndgmoat  to  that  of  tbe  peo- 
ple^ antU  CoBgren  could  have  peaaed  oa  tbe  subject,  688; 
tbe  power  to  enact  reinedUl  laws  must  exist  somewhere, 
CSS;  it  is  said  the  Judiciary  is  the  meet  Important  depart- 
ment In  our  Oevemment,  088;  whenever  tbe  moat 
vlglUnt  Bcmllny  of  tbe  people's  repreeentativea  shall 
be  wUbdrawn  from  that  department,  tbe  llbertlee  of  the 
people  will  be  endangered,  684;  tbe  Judicial  oharactar 
laanlj  valuabla  wbenltdoealta(bUj,&94;  nportaataoa 
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ImHfference  dttpUyvd  bf  the  fftatai  In  raUtton  to  the  i 
Ttolitlon  of  tksgfMt  prineiplcaiipoa  whf  eh  tlwlr  righto  | 
d^and,  fiH;  inMtan  to  Taeonildn  cmlad,  BM 


J^AMW,  XuM  Kt  OB  Ik*  T«oo  psreluMi  ST6;  Senator  from 
lUlMfai,  4C7;  OD  tte  pomn  of  the  Tlce>FMUeat,  ftU; 
on  *  gnnt  of  Und  to  Kenyon  CoUcfe,  6H.  Sm  Indtoi, 

▼oLS. 

Xmyofi  In  the  Beute  ■  bill  to  gnnt  k  towiublp 

of  Und  to,  conttdered,  S04 ;  uDendmenti  offued,  H6 ; 
oltfect  of  the  MU,  fiU;  penum  connected  with  the  lo- 
■tUnttoB,  OBT;  their  octlTitf  In  Ita  behalf;  SOT:  IniUtn- 
tlonaliide1)ttdtoprftatadoMtloaB,0U;  Itmafhecon- 
•Mend  the  pmpoeltlon  befim  the  Senate  waa  of  little 
ooHeqneneo,  009;  oltfeetloB  to  elonlntllw  Ull  vitha 
new  pro t1  lion  when  tt  wae  ripe  fbr  action,  DOQ;  eTeiy 
bill  ebonld  be  left  to  Ita  own  merita,  SBO ;  the  bUI  aboold 
embraee  other  ohjecto  beelde  thU  partlenlar  Inatitation, 
MO ;  we  cannot  make  thU  grant  to  Ohio  and  rcfoae  It  to 
ether  Btatea,S«0;  Ohio  haa  nodaliu  to  thla  donation, 
BM;  It  iBTolrea  one  of  the  moat  In^ortant  prinelpUa 
wUeh  eenld  poMlblj  be  aabmltted  to  onr  ewridoration, 
660 ;  are  gentlemen  nnwllltnr  to  haTO  ezpoeed  to  vie v 
the  nagnltBde  of  the  qneathm  lnTdred,HQ;  ahalltbe 
Federal  Oovernment  toke  the  enbject  of  edocaUon  Into 
Ito  own  honda,  la  the  queetlon  involved,  SOD;  proleet 
agtiiut  the  extonalon  of  the  Jnrladtctlon  and  an  appro- 
priation of  the  ftanda  of  the  Federal  Govemment  to  pnr- 
poeea  of  ednoattoa  within  the  Btotea,  Ml ;  oor  A\Aj  to 
exert  a  vlfllant  eontrol  over  every  department  of  the 
government,  and  to  nalat  everj  temptation  to  overleap 
th«  bonada  of  oor  antboritj-,  Sn ;  thla  govenuoaat  haa 
already  gone  too  Iw  In  aanmlng  JnrladletlOB  over  ob- 
Jeeta  which  do  not  belong  to  them  at  all,  or  which  they 
eonld  eserdae  only  Umllatlona,  Ml ;  under  the  eonstlta- 
tlon  yon  have  nothing  to  do  with  thla  anhJect,  58! ;  If 
you  begin  with  this  Inatitntlon  where  will  yon  endf 
Mi;  hlU  ordered  to  be  engnaaed  and  paased,  MS. 

Knu,  Btauu^  Beprcacntatlvn  frtm  Haw  Toi^  m. 

Km,  JoBX  Lana,  BepreaenlaHTa  fitom  Hatyland,  609 ;  on 
the<)aaaoriIarigBjI>>AntoriTe,W4.  AMAdMyvoLflL 

Ksra,  WiLUAii  en  Ote  deaf  and  dnmh  mrlnm  In  Ken- 
tucky, STV;  on  deported  slaves,  80B;  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama,  W ;  relative  to  the  powers  of  the  Tlce-Presldent, 
BOt-006 ;  on  the  snppreeston  <tf  the  slave  trade,  606 ;  on 
the  suppression  of  the  alare  tndo,  601.  As  Jndea^ 
T0la.4,^6,T,^  X 

Ktas,  Adaic,  Eopraaentatlva       Pennsylvania,  606; 

Krtbu,  — ^  on  deaf  and  dumb  aaylnma,  406;  on  Heado*B 
claim,  490. 

KnsBT.  HxnnnAM     Senator  from  Bhoda  Island,  Mr ;  on 

the  payment  of  intoreat  to  Statea,  072;  on  the  duty  on 
Indigo,  Sn.—8t€  IiuUm,  vols.  7,  & 
Kuna,  GaoaOK,  on  the  Taonbaya  mission,  4S6;  on  the  Li- 
beria agency,  448;  Bepresentatlve  from  Fennsytranla, 
•09;  on  the  case  of  Ifarignj  D'Anterive,  OSS.  Ae  fts- 

KnsmUir,       oa  ntrancbmra^  CTL 


Lafa^ttU,  ffratUnde  to.—SM  IntUae,  vola  1, 1,  T,  & 
LaJt«  8up*rior  Oopp^  Mint*. — <Sm  India,  vols.  1.  T,  8. 
Land  <^a.ima  i%  Ohio,  details  respecting  oartBln,8n:  bill 

for  their  rellnqQlshment  considered  In  the  House,  STS; 

debated,  m,  874 


Land  IXam  to  LovUtami,  4c.  Mlmeurj/Sttlndm,  voL  t 

LamOtfar  E^ttaUtrnj—SM  Judtm,  toL  T. 

Land*,  WHUm.—8t  Mm,  toU  1,  %  4»  %  T.  /MIto 

Land*. 

LAwnncs,  JoacPB.  Bepreeeutetlvn  ftnm  Pcn^vaali^ 

609.  &e  Am/hs,  VOL  8. 
Lu,  PuTon,  Kepreaentatlve  from  Tenneaeee,  610. 
Ltad  Jnnee,  rtttrttd  »aU  of. —lu  the  Senate,  the  bUI  re- 
ported, consldcrod,  ISO;  Indellnito  peatponement  move^ 
tSO;  theUtlhadoneaneelTodtbafevanUedeeUoner 
the  Banato  npm  SIO;  the  axtant  of  the  reaervutka^ 
180;  provfalonaitf  thabin,9B0;  reenmnoe  to Brst prte* 
dplcs,  S8t ;  not  aspedlent  to  authorise  the  sale  at  pna> 
ent,  SSI ;  oh]ecttoni  to  the  bill,  S31 ;  reports  made  on 
the  anbject  of  mining,  281 ;  Coogrees  should  let  the 
President  know  what  be  had  to  ecll  before  It  bestowed 
the  authority  upon  bim,  881 ;  a  plui  and  pnpor  draw- 
ings should  be  nMd^  IBS;  this  not  naocaaary,  taS;  bOl 
laid  on  the  tabia,  m.  £s«/Mta;vol7. 
Ubtria  Attmejfj—la  the  Houaa,  an  v^^irlntfoa  for,  oon* 
aldared,  48t;  Homaonmlnad,  660;  the  first  negotlaUoa^ 
440;  oceordlng  to  the  statement  of  the  agent,  baring  by 
a  little  address  and  management  etmneeted  ourselves 
with  this  society,  we  must  now  send  ont  a  military  and 
naval  fbree  to  defend  the  colonists,  440 ;  on  what  pilnd- 
^  are  we  going  toaendont  certain  AfHeana!  441;  an 
appiq>rlatlon  to  cairy  an  Mdatlng  law  Into  eftct,  4U; 
whoaa  Toloa  waa  flnl  rained  In  tUa  bonae  agalnat  On 
tfavatnlliaT  44S;  amcBdmeot  azplalBBd,  448;  win  not 
eolonUngtha  onaat  of  AMeahatba  beat  plan  toaby 
the  stave  tnAf  448;  flutbor  debate,  44&  Mm, 
voL  8. 

LaooMPnt,  Jooktb,  on  an  amendment  to  the  eonstltatloa, 

88 ;  Bcpresentotive  from  Kentucky,  6ia 
LBrrutt,  Isaac,  KepraoentaUve  tnm  Virginia,  610, 
Lciann,  Bonm  P.,  on  South  Anmlean  lelatlaus,  68 ;  an 
f^  negroaa  In  the  DWifet  of  CelnmUa,  SM; 
•entadve  from  Kantneky,  MO ;  en  ntrenchnwat,  t07. 
-  8t»Pf>dtct,iiA1. 
LIvt  Oak  TVmftef.— In  the  House,  a  resolution  relative  to 
considered,  876 ;  an  Important  snltject,  876 ;  meet  valu- 
able ship  timber,  877;  growth  extremely  rapid,  SIT: 
amendment,  877 ;  paaeed,  87Bl        Indtm,  vol  T. 
Uttrarf  itf  OonffrM*.~St*  Indm,  voL  % 
LOrarir^Mr,  Jitftnan,/~S»a  Mm,  tbLK 
LUvtenant-Gen*  roL—SM  Mm,  vol  & 
LtmUnanU  <m  tkt  UTatf,  Ull  to  Inerease  pay  «C  4TS. 
Light  tTo¥M  IhittM.—8M  Mm,  vtd  i. 
HmOattoiu,  SUUuU*  o/.—Sm  Mm,  vols.  %  A 
LiTTLu,  PxTBX,  RepresentaUre  from  Maryland,  608;  en 
the  Colonlntlon  Society,  4Sa— See  Mm,  vols.  4, 0, 6^ 
T,& 

LtvtxosTOK,  Edwaxd,  oa  SonOi  American  rebUons,  T6;  cm 
the  Panama  mlsaten,  146;  en  the  aeeonnti  of  HoaoBa^ 
890;  relative  to  the  Bahama  Banks,  801;  on  the  anlfar- 

IngGreeka,888,  8«l;  on  land  claims  In  Chiasm;  Bo^ 
rescntatlve  from  Lonldana,  810;  on  the  case  of  Maalpiy 

D'Auterive,  629,  631.  At  Mm,  roia.  1,  8,  4,  8. 
Loan  SUl—See  Indm,  toL  5. 

LocKu,  JoBir,  Bepresentattre  from  Massschnsetts,  60t.  Ssa 
Index,  vol  K. 

Lett,  Joan,  Beprcaentatire  from  North  CaroUaa,  616k  8m 

Mm,rat.f,». 
Ut»,  PtOtle,  <■  WaMnfften.~aM  Mm,  T. 
LenMana,  Purtiam  t^.— Set  Mm,  vols.  1,81  tfrantyj 

jSm  TiMfeB,  vol  &   ren-ifofv;  Sm  Mm,  mlt,  9,  & 

aiaU ;  3e«  Mm,r«ll. 
LowKic,  WALTut,  dwaen  Soeretarj  of  the  Senate,  471.  Sm 

Indeee,  voL  B. 

LttifPKiN,  ViLaoN,  Bepresentatlve  from  Georgia,  610. 
Ltok,  CatrmcDix,  Bepreaentatlve  from  Kentucky,  UOl 
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Xaoov,  NAnAlRMi,  alcetad  Praddsnt  pre  Um.  of  tfa*  B«n- 
•t*.  SrS;  on  •  Bsi«l  Mademf,  MI ;  on  the  Ohio  Turn- 
pa*  Un,  MS;  BraMar  from  Nortli  Cnollnm,  4<7 ;  on 
Oe  mrrlTing  •IBcm  of  tb«  Bevolatlon,  496;  on  the 
powm  of  Oo  TIM  PiMldMt,  flU;  OB  tbo  oflko  of 
l(^|«-0«>*nl,  988;  on  &  put  (tf  knd  U  KonyoD 
College,  MS;  op  tb«  paj^ent  a  tBterwt  to  States, 
Bt8 ;  on  the  dntf  on  ult,  674 ;  on  the  gndutlOD  of 
prioa  of  the  publlo  Uada,  (iftt ;  on  the  rarrtron  of 
the  Bevolution,  668;  on  rapeln  of  the  ComberUnd 
KMd,  ftS»;  on  the  dntfon  lodlgn,  OW;  on  the  Chee- 
iVMkn  mnd  OUo  OnnI,         eloetad  PiMldent  pro 

tan.  of  tbo  soBOiy  m,  £m  jmm^  Toih  1,  s,  a,  4,  ^  fl; 

T,& 

Jra«^(f  JVrterv,  bOl  rrinttn  lo^  40. 

llAoin,  JoHK,  BepreMntftdre  from  New  Toi^  nt, 

Jfdtf  ThtfU.—Bu  Indms,  toL  T. 

Jfaiiu,  admtMi4m  4^.~-8u  Indtim,  toL  & 

Mditon  Sougt  Claim.— Se*  Mtac,  toL  & 

Uauabt,  Bollix  (X,  on  South  Amerlcwi  rekUon*,  ai-7S; 
on  doMa*  on  wool,  8»;  «b  the  BritUi  Colonba  TMo^ 
4H;  Reprewnlntlra  from  Tennont,  600.  S—  Mmt, 
Tob.7,& 

Maxablk,  Jont  H.,  B«prawatitlTC  ftvu  Twumm,  dO. 
£m  /»<l(iB,  ToL  8. 

Marignjf  IFAvttrtea,  cam  4^— In  the  HonM,  k  Mil  prorld- 
IngAwnmuneraUng  the  claimant  fbr  the  lost  tim«  ot 
•  •kTO  imprMsed  Into  the  arntee  of  the  United  Btatea 
flonddered,  <U;  prlndplo  Manmad  that  the  United 
State*  li  not  boud  In  BBr«>Ht«pnriirBtftTM  Iqlnred 
or  loet,  beeaoM  they  an  not  oonaldered  h  property, 
020 ;  a  pri  nd;d«  of  mo«t  aertona  Importanoe,  688 ;  If  not , 
property,  tbey  are  free,  AH;  amendment  allowing  for 
the  ii^ory  done  the  ilare  and  medical  attendance  on 
him,  626 ;  a  qaeatlon  that  ehonld  be  decided  on  Its  own 
merits,  wlthoat  seetloBal  feeling,  686;  hes  the  Govern- 
meat  fa  aalg^  oun  paid  Ibr  ailave  lost  In  lerrloe  T  626; 
Tlgbt  of  the  OoTemment  to  Impreas  aUrea  denied,  and 
therein  the  interent  of  the  martn  la  piotoetod,6Hi  the 
«OB«tUatlon  makea  no  dMIncrttim,  bnt  nmlmcea  aU  prl- 
Tate  pniperty,  NT ;  the  prinelplo  has  been  neted  npon  < 
Id  numerons  eases,  687;  a  delkate  ant^ect,  OST;  aetlon 
of  the  Home  In  iBlH,  6ST;  is  the  qaestlon  to  be  raised 
here  whether  tbia  olaM  of  people  ia  property  T  628 ;  It  U 
■Bid  tbare  is  no  nnthorlty  to  Imprees  a  ilaTe,<a6;  If 
Goremment  Impreued  the  alnfa  It  mnat  pay  A»  Ua 
loM  (tf  Ume,  628;  history  of  the  law  tOaOn  to  ilnn 
prapartf,  698;  Intendment  nf  paarkHia  LegUlatarea, 
888 ;  tbe  freit  qnaatton  la,  ataall  akva  piopartr  be  fdand 
without  the  reach  of  tba  arm  of  tho  military  Qorem- 
ment  or  not  T  688;  Congreaa  has  ao  power  to  Battle  the 
qnestion  of  property,  630 ;  state  of  the  caae,  888 ;  the 
tight  to  take  and  employ  a  alara  for  the  pnbUo  aerrioe 
•risaaontorthelmuinaot  neoeari^of  a  aUte  of  war, 
188;  eaaa  In  point,  08& 

la  tho  ^oat  of  tho  Hlaaonil  queatloi  ^aln  to  he 
narabod,  with  aolemn  and  tenlllo  aapeot,  tiirongh  thaaa 
hBlla,6Sl;  tboqneatioBhaaloBCBlBoa  been  nettled,  881; 
tlia  eonaUtnttoD  haa  recognized  alavaa  as  an  eSbetlTe 
portion  of  onr  popniation,  638 ;  the  eonatltatlon  views 
ilaTcs  in  the  asme  light  aa  did  the  alave>holdin(  Statea 
at  the  time  of  Ita  adoption,  683 ;  it  is  no  new  doctrine, 
888;  alavea  regarded  In  the  mixed  character  of  peraona, 
both  hnmanlty  and  lellgloB  tauotlona  this  declaration, 
8BS ;  n  nord  doetrine,  that  no  property  can  be  rightAiUy 
Im^KMod,  888;  It  la  aaMiBo  precedent flanba  aat  «p 
apinat  tho  eonatltntion,  688;  leglalatlon  AuoUm  no 
Imtaaea  of  nmnnarattoa,  888 ;  why  was  It  Oat  0«v- 
•nmant  dalnad  'IndBBMiKy  of  Giant  BiUalnV  488;  n 


question  the  Cnited  States  Ooromment  haa  nothing  to 
do  with,  688 ;  the  Ulssontl  qoeation  never  has  been  eat- 
tied,  6H;  tinder  the  Boman  law  was  a  slare  any  leaa 
property,  beeanae  be  wae  a  peraonf  684;  no  right  to 
make  onr  hnroanl^  and  religion  the  rule  of  other  men'a 
netlooa  witUn  the  iphan  ot  neither,  6M:  no  oompro* 
mise  aboat  this  description  of  persons  flirtber  than  the 
wbolo  oonatltntloa  waa  n  oomprandaa,  8H;  let  no  man 
deign  ever  to  dbensa  thb  qnead^  888;  tlda  alarc  wh 
taken  predaelr  la  tho  aama  nuaaar  aa  the  bonatand 
cart,68SL 

The  oonitltatlan  haa  nothing  to  do  with  thia  matter, 
68B;  whatts  theoafsbefttroaar  C86;  on  what  priadida 
oaa  va  bo  held  bonad  to  iDdsmnliy,  when  the  nttcer 
elearly  tranwendad  bla  dntbat  888;  the  aamo  eaa*  la 
pTlnelpl«  as  to  allow  the  impressment  of  an  laftat,  ap- 
prentice,  or  serran^  In  the  Northers  Btatea,  888. 

The  neoesrity  of  dlseuslng  the  qnestlan  haa  occarrad, 
646 ;  Is  the  Bonthem  oltI«n  alone  to  be  deprived  of  that 
which  is  eqloyed  by  every  dtlsenf  M7;  do  the  inhabl' 
tenU  of  the  Bonth  hold  their  property  at  the  will  of  the 
United  SUteaT  UT;  aUvery  In  the  abstract,  M7;  two 
groat dlTlslonaof  properdin  ra^eet  to  tbeir  natBraa, 
•epamted  fhan  eneh  other  by  a  Ibw  aa  dear  and  marked 
as  light  and  darkneas,  US;  It  ia  an  evil  of  which  tho 
consUtnttou  has  made  them  the  only  Jodges,  aa  by  Its 
nature  they  onght  to  be,  64S;  do  gentlemen  of  the 
South  think  we  can  sanction  an  attack  npon  their  rights, 
which  must  In  its  principle  endanger  their  own,  (48; 
gronnda  npon  which  the  amendment  is  resisted,  648; 
tba  principle  recogniMd  by  former  reports,  690 ;  claims 
upon  which  reports  have  been  made,  660;  this  the  flnt 
case  of  the  kind.  660;  (brceof  the  wnsUtntlon,  8B0;  It 
haa  been  said,  that  the  exeitomeat  has  been  luneeea- 
iarily  raised  by  those  who  had  introdaoed  and  supported 
the  amendment,  6S1 ;  the  faota  are  aettled  and  the  amount 
ofdamagesasoertained;  the  only  qnestion  is,  shall  we  pay 
the  dentand  T  661 ;  to  defend  onr  conntry  is  too  booor- 
nblo  om^yroent  to  bo  dlrlded  with  sUTea,8Bl;  tba 
flnt  tim«  thta  qneatlM  waa  atirred,  452;  aoMndmoBt 
withdrawn  and  renewed,  8U;  raaanna  for  It,  6M;  aa  at- 
tempt baa  beea  made  to  llkra  the  ease  of  alaTca  to  that 
of  appientlcM  and  minora,  608;  mistake  to  suppose  tbta 
■Uve  was  token  aa  a  port  of  the  military  force  of  the 
oountiy,  608 ;  clause  of  the  eonstltntlun  relatiro  to  pri- 
vate property,  658;  right  of  property  in  an  approBtioo 
and  nalave  identical,  6U;  committee  rise,  6Sfc 

Amoadmeat  Berod,8M;  it  is  eontonded  that alaToa 
no  not  to  bo  oonaMored  aa  property  when  taken,  or  loat, 
w  beared  la  the  pnUlo  aerrlei^  864;  a  qaesUoa  vbleh 
an  attatapC  baa  ^n  made  to  aUr,  88B;  It  la  aald  tho 
report  girea  eolor  to  the  denial  of  property  la  slaves,  66S; 
If  slaves  are  property,  why  shall  they  not  be  considered 
as  anch,  665;  why  slaves  are  property,  666;  reseons  for 
making  compenMHoa  for  the  slave,  666 ;  what  It  shown 
by  the  papcra,  466;  gronad  npon  whleh  the  claim  ia 
founded,  666 ;  one  forelUa  otijtettnn  to  adodttinf  the 
eUim,  666 ;  quality  of  the  not  of  Impraament  not  la 
dlaenialon  hero,  846;  preeedontn,  88T;  argnmeat  fMm 
nalogy,  867 ;  right  of  the  maater  la  Ua  alavaa,  487 ;  oaly 
queatloB  whether  tba  officer  aader  the  axigoadaa  of  a 
atato  of  war  may  aot  ImpiaH  tho  private  proporlr 
thecltlxeBT  66&. 

Mabkbll,  Hbxbv,  B^neaeatBttTO  ftom  Kew  Tgg^  888; 
iSse  MtK,  voL  8. 

UABsa,  ViuLu^  Seaator  ft«aa  Peaa.,48T;  oa  tep^  ti 
tho  Owabarinad  NBd,  D8a  Ae /ailwt  Ttd.  & 

UuTnt,  "William  D.,  Repreaaatatlve  from  South  OaroUita 
SlOi 

lEuntnaia,  HamT  O.,  BopraantaU'n  from  Sow  ToA 
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HabtiK)  DuduTi  oa  mlNxm  b7  fli«  la  AlmsdiU,  SM ;  I 

OB  I>Mf  Mid  Dumb  Asjlatns,  40ft ;  B«prMMiUttT«  frun  | 

Hew  Tork,  809.  S—  IjkUib,  rota.  7,  & 
Maryland  Mtmorial,  on  tA»  MaU     national  JJWra.— 

5m  IndM,  ToL  8. 
jrafMoftwMfte  Mmnoriat  on  M«  War  qf  ISIS.-^  Adm, 

ToLOl 

JfattackuMtU  MiUUa  Oo^m-Ib  Uw  Ho»^  Uw  bill  to 
flonptnuta  MMMehwtts  fttr  owtdn  tnllllb  Mrrtoaa 
dnriiigt]ulitswn,51;  pnrMoBt  of  tb*  r^ort  of  tb« 
mtllUfj  eooamittM,  U ;  Mrrlcei  of  the  MimchinatU 
mllltta,  Bl ;  vlowi  of  Ui«  eommItt«e,  01 ;  Uitorj  of  tlio 
tnuuactfoDsooDiiectadwlUi  tho  qamtlon,  St ;  dlffmnoe 
at  oplnf  on  between  the  EseontlTe  of  the  Bt4t«  and  of  tho 
IFaiied  StatM,  09 ;  the  qneatiaii  which  ariaee  U  whether 
the  Cnlted  Stateo  eu  dnw  the  miUtU  of  k  Stale  Into 
pabUo  aerTloe  wltlwat  Ita  oOcoia,  OS:  the  oooatltatlon 
poiBta«BtfheMatM,08;  imma  gtnn,  that  thqr  wm 
to  bo  Astributod  on  tbo  aeuoaat  ftr  gairlaoB  do^,  81; 
la  thla  a  niffldeiit  ToaaonT  H;  no  eonatitntional  es>«r- 
fener  exlatcd  at  the  tlmo  of  the  call  which  JnatllM  It, 
U;  tf  adedaratioaof  warJtutlDedthacalllnitoatitftha 
mtlltla,  it  would  bo  in  the  power  of  tbo  United  BUtcato 
ooovert  the  mtlltla  at  oaea  Into  a  atandlac  amy,  OS; 
what  did  tha  BxemtiT«  <tf  tho  State  dot  08;  how  br 
wwa  the  United  Btatei  aflMed  by  tho  doeUva  of  lha 
■zaemiva,  08  ;  what  Oo  XzooattTo  ffld  do^  08;  tha 
cHalBi  aika  Klmbnnement  fbr  moii«7  adraooid  by  tbo 
SlatoM  parftirspoDUnooiuaenrloei,ar  thoaeporftmoed 
nnder  the  anthorltr  of  the  Btato,  M ;  wb;  lua  it  not 
been  a^Jnatod  T  Ot ;  a  oonatltntloBal  dllflonlty,  H ;  oljec- 
tlooa,  04:  lepllea,  04;  beta  oonneeted  with  the  truuae- 
tbttiB  of  181^  OS;  aathority  for  the  demuxl  nf  Oeneral 
Dearbora,OS;  ft  UmM  that  tho  oonfte  ponood  1^  tho 
EzoeotlTC  fanpalrad  tho  Ibrao  of  tho  Unltod 

Btal«s,BI;  eObet  oftho  oplniou and  aA  of  tb«  Oot- 
oraor.OO;  whora  la  tho  aothori^  bjr  wUoh  »  BiM«  la 
made  reaponalble  for  the  opinions  of  Ita  otBoararOT;  who 
b  it  that  demanda  relmboraemeBt  T  OT. 

The  lerrieea  Upon  which  the  claim  Is  Ibondod  were 
not  peifonned  nnder  the  Conatltotioa  of  the  United 
Btatea,  01;  where  waa  tho  neoeaalty  for  Uto  detail  of  a 
H^for-Ooaarair  08;  the  mllltk  of  Hanaehnaatto  were 
oaUed  oat  to  delbnd  tboir  own  fNnUei^  OS ;  oxaaplo  of 
7leUinctheatiqmtto<tf  mlUtBr]rrMik,06;  ltlaaald,all 
tbo  regnlar  treiva  of  Haaaaebnaetto  won  marebed  to  the 
northern  frontier,  09 ;  it  la  aaked,  where  Is  the  power  of 
the  Goreraor  to  thnut  hlmaelf  between  the  phjelcal 
power  tl  the  State  and  that  of  the  Oeneral  OoTomnient  T 
Ot;  an  esenao  eonld  be  fonnd  for  the  Oovemor  If  he  had 
aetod  nsksowlnstriOS;  aaaaiaacea  given  to  the  Got- 
amor, 08;  If  UMsadiviotta  bWI  aetod aa  tho  edsndea 
of  tbo  «aaa  demaaded  of  bar,  tba  naMnraaUoa  wo<dd 
hsTobeoafteeljTotadiOO;  what  waa  our  ritntlon  whan 
MMaadinaottB  tboHKhl  fit  to  mist  the  aathori^  of  the 
Goneial  Govommont,  80 ;  tho  apeeeh  of  Goraraor  Strong 
to  the  Legislature  of  HaiaaehOHtta,  01 ;  even  the  com* 
mittee,  with  all  the  flkcts  aUring  them  in  the  &oe,  aay 
that  HaasachDsetU  la  eoUtled  to  the  allowaaoe  of  this 
claim,  81 ;  shall  we  paj  elaima  beeanse  Uasaachnaetta 
will  be  datlful  hereafter  t  81 ;  the  Hanfbrd  ConTeatloB, 
81;  It  la  said,  that  tbo  good  people  oaght  aot  to  be 
moleted  for  tha  eoadoet  of  tbair  ofBoar^  81 ;  let  Hasaa- 
Anaotta  boraoftor  maka  oommoa  oaaae  la  tbo  defenea 
of  our  ropnbltcan  InaUtoHoas^  and  no  dUBenltlaa  can 
ariae  In  tb«  payment  of  bar  troopo,  8S. 

The  elatm  rosolta  IVom  tbe  reciprocal  righta  and  dotiea 
euwedod  to  the  Slataa,  and  gnaranteod  by  the  Oeneral 
OoTomment  at  tbo  tUno  of  the  adoption  of  the  oonatl- 
totlN,  118;  oraitrHtta  of  tba  pawon  af  tbe  CtoToia* 
aaat  over  tba  mlUtla,  wbo  am  la  a>Mt  tha  pa^ta  of 


tbe8tot«o,119;  before  aay  aetnal  lavaalon tba  Oaraiv 
meat  of  Haaaadiuetta  had  praetieanj  abandeMd  tha 
offeaalTo  oonatitotloaBl  doetrlaaa,  118;  dicwawls  ea> 
amlned,  190, 191;  det^  of  the  praeaedlBca  hi  Ilas*- 
^naetta,  191 ;  proridona  of  ^  bill  nnder  KaidilMUliB. 
193 ;  this  daliBshonld  bo  allowed  be«saaa  It  b  )mt  la 
ItaeJr,  and  becanae  aimllar  eblnu  ban  bora  aOond, 
189;  theblU  la  founded  on  thcao  priadptaa  and  thna 
preeadenta,  188;  what  an  tbe  oltfoetloM  ntpd  ^iist 
ItTUB;  brpMBll«aobilljoBniidoDblodl7Vpi««<f 
tbo  militia  aarvloea  Iw  which  It  niaken  paymcatlS; 
ptoeeedlnga  of  the  ExeonUTO  of  Mataaobaaettii  191;  it 
la  to  be  remembered  that  by  the  eoaadtatlOB  the  rml- 
dent  haa  no  power  to  call  fortli  tho  mill  Ha  In  any  arat 
whatoTor,  1S4 ;  tbe  powar  of  Ooagreaa  to  porUa  te 
calll^  forth  tha  ml^  ta  a  eomplato  power,  IM;  it  b 
laid  that  no  <dloar«f  tha  nmua  la  to  bo  eaMaadad  ly 
as  laJMor  oOesr  of  tba  amr  «f  Oa  Ualted  Slala^  W; 
Haaw  f  hnaotta  waa  oetapelled  to  da»»d  haiaaH  198;  bat 
one  laatanee  in  which  any  want  pioi^tltada  la  » 
polling  the  enemy  haa  been  fooad  la'  tha  eoadast  <f 
Haaaadineotta,  ISO;  there  waaeoncoii  and  Brraagcnrnt 
between  the  oflleeis  of  tho  Oeneral  and  Slate  Oorera- 
menu  in  their  aiarttona  to  dafond  the  aoU,  199;  aeboo 
of  tbo  OoToranont  of  Masaadinaetto  alnee  the  war  la 
reBOQadBtthoaoeiniHaua>duutitoea.H8;lhepriariplM 
of  tUabUlanmoatMfo  for  the  nattoaal  treaiBry,  Mt; 
aU  the  onoia  of  Hasaadraaetto  bav*  ban  peiti^  h 
aombro  ookn,  while  her  merits  bare  been  pMatd  la 
dlenea,  190;  Udne  has  been  tbe  firm  and  nndsTistiig 
supporter  of  the  country,  198   8t»  Indtm,  toL  8. 

Hazwull,  Lawn,  BeprceentatlTe  from  Vlrglida,  111^ 

ICATMAaD,  JoBlf,  Brpresentatlve  from  Now  Tork.  Ml. 

IbiGoT,  WiLuaa^  «a  safllsren  by  fire  la  Aleianiltla,n; 
CO  Deaf  and  Damb  Aeylnms,  409 ;  on  tho  Tecataji 
■IoB,«81;  BopreaaBtatlra  ftmTlrglala,818:  oaBito- 
bitlonair  I«ad  Warrsat^  088;  oa  tbo  cmo  cf  Uvliar 
D'Autenve,  817.  B»»  Jndam,  v<ria.  4,  8, 8^  7, 8. 

HoDnmn,  Oaoaoa,  on  South  Amortoan  relattoni,  79;  Mk- 
ttve  to  an  amendaiont  to  the  coftatiinUoo,  77,  SI;  «a 
tho  Panama  i^aalon,  818;  oafkwo  negroes  in  the  INrtiM 
of  Columbia,  8S«;  on  the  aaMiw  Oioaka,  8«t;  m 
al»Tary  la  the  Distrtet  of  OdamUa,  418;  ca  Oa  BrU* 
Oolmdal  Trade,  48B;  B^raaaatotlTa  ft«m  Booth  Cm- 
Una,  819;  oa  tba  Bank  of  tba  UaUad  Btalaai  SU;  m 
ntreaAaaoat,  88&  Aa  7ii^  vvda,  T.  8. 

HoHAttoa,  BOBHCT,  oa  dec  Mil  of  Ansa  Jobaao^  80;  oa 
a  Woatera  araioiy,  888;  KaproeentatlTefrom  Kaataeky, 
81(L 

HolLTAnra,  JoaaPH,  dcoease  o(  888.  <5m  fmdtm,  nla  T,  L 
Uolimaib  BaroSi  B^iroeentallTa  Ihna  Uo.,  818. 
BfoKsB, Jenr,  BopcaseatatlTa ftWB AUaaaa, 818.  AaA- 
te^voLB. 

HoKBair.  8a«trai,  Bapraaaatallw fcom  Peafc 898  Sith^ 
4M^Tida.7,& 

VoKivLCT,  ,  on  tbe  powera  ti  tha  TIae  Piiddiali  Mi; 

ou  intomal  ImpruTcment,  548;  oa  tha  giudaatlaB 
the  priee  of  pnbUo  land,  048. 

MoZiAKK,  Louia,  reports  an  appropriation  for  tha 

ml8don,«;  tm  the  Panama mlseton, 81 ;  eatbtOsA 
Treaty,  948;  en  datlea  on  wool  and  wooOsaa  OT;  ai 
tbo  Ootailaatloa  Sodety,  488;  ot  Uoadeli  dahB,4«; 
Boaater  from  Ddawaro,  487;  oa  tha  powera  af  tha Tka 
Preddaat,  B07;  aa  tba  ddM  of  Sooth  QuoImM: 
on  a  great  of  lud  to  Kcnyon  OoHege,  0«;  m  ^ 
French  CMonlal  trade,  eOK   Am  Mob,  rata.  I,  t  >■ 

MoLuAU,  WiLUAii,  oa  the  endgratloB  of  Indtan^  W;  M 
theChickaaaw  and  Choctaw  Indiana,  410;  B^pmaato- 
tlTo  from  OhhH  818;  reportsabUI  roUtIn  to  tba  iMinl 
«f thalBdtaH,888  AaMea^TaLa. 

JAmU-s  OlaiM  WMte- Mo  ArMa  Oi  B« 
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»  bUl  awkliic  pmlalea  for  Um  pajmant  «f  tiadrj 
drin,eouUand,4U;  aiDMdia*BtB«Ttd,4M;  oldMt 
to  OMto  ■lilbvHt  ftir  meh  dalaH  m  wna  In  eonw- 
VUBMoftka  BM^UlUmwt  «r  ft*  trMty  with  SpiOii  la 
IGU,  4M ;  tb*  Boom  ncht  Mt,  at  tba  ckiM  or  ttw  aMri«B, 
to  ba  nlM  vpoB  to  leglilaU  npoB  this  elM>  of  cbinu. 
Ml ;  this  oUlm  <a  »  Mcred  clwnetor,  MB ;  laelBdad 
til  the  prarUouor  the  ttwatf  of  eeMlon,44A;  heta  r*- 
ipectlag  the  dalw,  445;  to  thto  OorernmeBt  liable  to 
make  good  datioa  on  Spain,  out  of  other  ftuida  tbaa  the 
JIvaBtUloaaaabiMaAlB  tte  IraatfT  US;  tba«qidva- 
Umt  tor  tbMa  dabna  baa  abwdf  bean  iMdved,  446; 
eemw  punned  br  Haade  on  the  caadaritm  of  the  tmty, 
44C;  Ibeol^ectloiiortba  OommlarionanTeftad  In  potnti 
irhaBr  dlstliiet  from  the  testimony,  446;  It  to  a  claim 
that  bad  been  praaented  prior  to  the  data  of  the  treatf, 
and  allofred  by  the  oflleen  of  the  Bpantob  GoTemment, 
447 ;  reaaona  wh^  we  are  bound  to  pajr  thto  claim,  448 ; 
the  drenmataaeee  of  the  OM  an  moat  axtraordlnarr, 
448;  beta, 446;  If  tha Oofianuncnt  nrea tUa moner. It 
nngbt  t»  be  p^  4«;  itwou  In  fcvor  of  tb*  mend- 
Bent,  440;  droiunatanee8  0ftb*caBe,44«;  thedeUrat- 
tendi«(tbecl«ln»«f  pnblkflredlton,4M;  the  claim  to 
•mbraeed  In  tbe  trealf,  4M;  If  the  ftind  to  dtotrtbnted, 
to  tbe  axclnalon  of  Mr,  Meade,  ihall  he  loae  hto  debt? 
4U ;  amendment  appointing  three  andlton  of  Ibe  Treat- 
nrjrtoexamlna  theeTldenca,ad(q>ted,4IW;  tbennfltnoM 
of  CoagieM  to  baoome  a  Jodga  la  the  eaae  of  priTat* 
fUma,  4a0 ;  bm  aidand  to  b*  aasroMed,  4SL 

M*nb*Tt  ^  Coi^rf*,  appottUnunt*  q^.—St4  Indtu,  toL  S. 

MemoHal^rio*  PraHdml  Cailiaun,  SOS. 

linos,  CHAUna  on  the  New  Creek  Treatj,  Mi;  on 
Und  elalma  In  Oblo,ST4;  on  the  Uberia  agencr,  441; 
BepresenlatlTe  from  Virginia,  610;  relatlre  to  eaptored 
Afrleaaa,  «4&  Stt  Indtse,  toL  8. 

Vnwnr,  OaAim%  BepreaaatatlTo  fhnn  Conanaetlent,  M. 
AaMf^ToLS. 

Mmag*  on  the  NawCmkTrea^,SM;  ataecond  aeaikw 
or  19th  Congrem,  HC;  with  alette  from  tbe  Creek  In- 
diana, SM;  at  the  lint  aaaaiaii  irftheMth  CoDgreia,  407 ; 
relatire  to  tbe  OeorgU  bonndai;  line,  8T8. 

Hbtoalfb,  TnoMAB,  on  deceaae  of  Bobert  F.  Ilenrr,  M9: 
BepreaenlatlYa  frnm  Kentnckj,  ftOi     iSm  /iwf<a^ 

JfMMgaw,  Cttnal  in  fiU  Urritory  tt^— Befolntton  lalatlw 

tfl^  eonaUered,  nOk 
JRWory  Aaadtmp  amd  Aeadtmimr-Sm  Mta,  toIil  9; 

M 

XiMuy  Soadt.~8«t  Mtm,  roL  T. 

MUtta  Cbnrfa  MarUaL—In  the  Hooae,  an  amendment  to  a 
reeolntlon  moved,  667 ;  object  of  the  reaolntlon,  why 
call  fbr  tbe  copy  of  a  paper  which  nererdldextotT  U7; 
olijeetflf  tk«  flnll,<ll7;  Inpoailbla  to  dtogntoe  tbe  t«n- 
daa^of  tUi  nwTenientiVB;  ktltndo  of  remark  ItglTca 
.  tiHBeeretarj,apo&  wbatm^bofbund  on  reoordla  tbe 
department,  flU;  bapUeatloa  ol  Uadlaon,  <98;  notblag 
but  the  tmtb  wanted,  CBS ;  object  to  obtain  Infbrmation 
reapecUng  tbe  detachment  of  mllltla,  of  whieh  the  aU 
mItltUmen,  executed  at  Mobile,  were  a  part,  SA9;  the 
Honte  ought  not  to  aot  In  tbto  matter  at  all,  OM ;  manner 
tt  reasoning  la  th*  Hoaaa,HU;  t  tobject  meh  Un- 
portaace  ooght  not  to  ba  imatborad,  or  nipped  In  tba 
bndi  Ul ;  the  part  of  tba  raaolatioa  prope»ed  to  bo 
•triokea  ont,  OQ;  tba  whole  Information  and  oorra- 
■poadenea  wanted,  MS;  abaU  thto  Infbnaattoa  be  laid 
belbra  tba  Honae,  and  the  pnbUe  be  enabled  to  know 
tbe  troth  aa  It  toT  MS;  the  qneatlon  whether  tbe  ex- 
aeoUon  of  tbe  mlUtlaaMn  WH  legal  w  not,  la  one  on 
whlehmnebaaxlet)rpnTaUa,H8;  Oa  raaolatloai,  H8 ; 
adopt«l,6tt. 


ICiLui,  Dahxl  IL,  BepreaentatlTa  thim  FaanqrlTonla,  909. 
llnUiSuvAH  B^OBthaTuoopaiiAaM,S7f.  BuMm, 

Hma,  Cunua,  oa  free  negmea  la  tb*  Dtotrlet  of  Ctriom* 
bla,  804;  on  free  aegroea  In  the  Diotriet  of  Columbia, 
8B7;  on  a  canal  In  Illlnoi*,4W;  on  nfferora  by  lira  la 
Alexandria,  868 ;  Bepreaentatlre  from  PennsrlTaata,dOfc 

JflNt,  JMabtUuH*ni  qf.-^  India,  vols.  1,  2. 

JBranda't  3rp*dmonr-St»  Jndim,  toL  4. 

dice,  voL  4,  TirrUorUi. 
MimtmrL—Se*  Meet,        4,  fi,  0,  7. 

MrrcHUX,  Jakb  0^  on  an  amendment  to  the  ooutltntton, 
4S;  Beproaentatlre  from  Tenneasec,  (19;  on  ratrandl* 
ntent,  flao-ns.   Su  Indttt, -nlk.  7,  B. 

HncBKLL,  Jons,  BepreaentatlTa  from  PeansTtvmala,  fOO. 
St4  Jtudem,  vol.  8. 

Himsau,  Tmnun  X.,  4Mt  an  aawndmeat  to  th«  aoMtt- 
Mtkm,  W;  4m  dntioa  on  mA  and  wo(dlaBa,dn;  Sep* 
reaentatlve  from  South  Carolina,  CIO;  on  tba  eoaat 
tiaasportatlon  of  atoTea,  094 ;  oa  the  case  of  HHrigaj 
I>'Aat•riT^  6S&  £m  /»k<«b,  toL  Sl, 

Monrv*  lk>tiriiu.—UntUi  StatM  and  South  Am4riea,r9. 
taUoM  bHm»ti.—la  tbe  Honae,  a  resolution  Instmetlag 
the  ConunlUee  on  Foreign  Belatlons  to  Inquire  and  report 
on  what  aatborltr  oar  mlatoter  to  Mexico  staled  that 
the  United  Btataa  bare  pledged  themaetvea,  te,  eua- 
aldered,46;  explanation  of  the  reaolatlDa,  48;  atatMnnit 
of  tba  Americu  mlntater  at  Mexico,  4* ;  It  to  said  tUa 
dedantlDq  to  an  aasnraaM  of  the  Cabinet  here,  49;  Ifso^ 
it  should  be  known,  40 ;  tba  onl^  known  autborHj  to  tba 
afsertioa  of  President  Uonroe,  40 ;  the  committee  nn- 
able  to  gtveany  lnft>rmatloB,40;  declarations  made  In 
obedience  to  InstmctlonB  of  the  Oovemmeat,  49;  tbe 
autkoiltj  to  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  40;  tbto 
would  be  the  rank  of  tha  Inqnliy,  40l 

Tbe  motlan  of  aa  extraotdlaafr  eharaetor,  40 ;  omaslon 
of  the  remarks  of  the  Ulnlcter,  40 ;  U  the  ob)ect  of  tba 
resolution  to  Bad  ont  If  such  Instructions  had  been 
given  T  40 ;  tbe  object  to  to  direct  the  attention  of  Coa- 
gresB  and  of  the  people  to  the  question  wtaethersaf  sneh 
pledge  had  bean  autborlied  b^onr  GoTemment,  W;  tba 
kTowal  of  tbe  pledge  to  the  Hoxloan  Government  la  wan 
eslealated  to  alarm  the  fears  and  Jcaloosj  of  the  people, 
60;  nndar  wbnt  drenmataaeaa  wia  tba  pledge  arowod, 
and  wbat  wes  tbe  relative  sltnatioo  of  tbe  two  eoantrlea  t 
SO ;  if  Mexico  grants  ao  privileges  In  consequence  of  tbto 
declaration  should  we  not  be  bound  In  honor  and  good 
Uth  to  carry  It  into  effect  t  DO ;  tbto  knowledge  sll-lm- 
partant,  CO ;  the  pledge  can  mean  aothlDg  uoie  than  tha 
declaration  of  tbe  Moo  roe  doctrine,  (Mi 

Ameodnwnt  oObred,  OS;  nooeptod,  01;  Mgblj  expedl* 
cot  that  tba  beta  of  thto  eas«  should  be  known,  OS; 
nwtblng  so  rsry  alarming  onlesa  It  be  enuldered  aa  pm> 
paring  tbe  way  fbr  a  Itaturewar.a;  It  might baaaeriona 
question  of  InqDlt;  how  fkrwe  ong^t  to  take  tbe  gtoimA 
Intimated  bj  Mr.  Monroe,  If  all  tbe  Eurtqtean  Oovem- 
ments  sbonU  invade  tbe  Bonth  American  Statea,OB; 
amendment  offsred  to  call  npon  the  Prealdent  for  tba 
lubrmatloa,  68 ;  Important  to  know  whether  tbe  ooua- 
ti7  doaa or  doaa  Mt alSBd  pledged  la  tbto  manner,  OB; 
what  laftnnatloa  will  a  call  <m  tba  Preatdeat  givat  68; 
oltfeat  la  to  uk  whether  the  MtaUater  had  aathorify  lar 
thelaagBag»haaBed,6B;  batter  togo  to  tba  pllh  aftho 
thiag,  04;  aaMadmeat  to  the  last  amendment  ^Csrod,  64; 
it  defeats  the  end  In  view,  64 ;  the  reply  of  tbe  Becretaiy 
Btate  to  tbe  MInbter  in  Mexico  may  not  answer  oar 
Inqairy,  64;  let  both  propositions  stand,  6C;  Mr.  Fo(b* 
aatt  would  aot  have  need  such  language  wtthoat  tho 
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satluiritjr  of  the  Oovemmcnt,  60 ;  «ztrut  frnm  ■  letter 
of  Mr.  CU7,  tt;  reourks  npoa  It,  00;  erldeat  no  mch 
pledfe  bu  been  given  m  xaaaj  anppoM,  M;  cfranmatMi> 
oat  at  the  time  the  declentlon  of  Mr.  Monroe  waamade, 
«;  what  will  the  people  of  the  United  SUtea  ur  to  the 
languag*  of  the  allied  aorerelgiu,  W ;  the  Preeident  U  the 
proper  aoane  for  the  Information  aoo^t,  <7. 

AlpTCtar  Uw<iaMttoD  'betoM  th•B<Hls^n;  Import 
«r  the  laBfnage  naed  by  Mr.  Polniett,  6T ;  re&rs  to  the 
meaeigo  of  President  Monroe,  ST :  ol^ect  of  the  call,  St ; 
the  preKDt  motion  regretted,  as  It  may  Impl^  a  eennire 
on  an  offleer  itf  the  OoTemment  abroad  where  no  eenmre 
waa  Intended,  A8;  anbatanoe  of  the  declaratJoD  of  Mon- 
roe, 418 ;  the  ExaeotlTa  must,  on  pnper  oecailont,  ez- 
pnaa  the  liews  and  wiahM of  the  OoTemment,  tS;  the 
belief  of  aotboriij  on  the  part  uf  onr  Min  later  to  make 
that  dedantloD  rerti  upon  the  nailbrmpoUof  of  the  Ex- 
ecndTe  branch  of  thli  QoTeminetit  for  leTeral  montba 
paat,  M ;  conrae  of  Mr.  Polnaett,  ;  letter  of  the  Seow- 
taij  Important,  49;  eTidenee  In  the  docameate  before 
oa  that  oni  MInbter  waa  not  mistaken  Id  the  policy  of 
the  OoTemmen^  aS ;  letter  of  Mr.  Balazar,  69 ;  the  great 
danger  of  the  mlsdon  to  Panama  to  that  our  Oorem- 
n«t  will  pareae  this  poU^,  09 ;  tUa  eonntiy  has  bad 
HflUant  Uperluoe  of  the  danger  of  eotangUuB  allien- 
eea,TO;  loo  late  to  make  4^|«etk>os  to  Um  deelanthme 
of  Monroe,  TO ;  time  when  the  declaration  waa  made,  70 ; 
ao  pledge  to  anjr  OoTemment  or  to  any  nation,  71 ;  whf 
to  this  said  to  be  the  policy  of  the  last  three  months  in- 
ataad  of  the  last  three  yean  T  71 ;  Mr.  Poinsett  has  glren 
no  such  pledge  as  to  stated,  71 ;  what  can  the  President 
dotn;  the  Inquiry  shoald  eorar  the  whole  ground,  TS; 
ntnendment  modified,  7S ;  the  deoliratlon  does  not  pledge 
m  to  nnybodj',  bnt  it  wa*  made  onder  •  aeiiee  «t  sor 
rights  end  that  otbon  should  remember  them,  71;  the 
^edge  of  Hr.  Monroe  should  be  reoogclsed  snd  adhered 
to,  78 ;  the  question  la,  whether  the  Inqaliy  shall  go  to 
the  Committee  of  the  House  or  to  the  President,  78 ; 
where  to  the  power  on  the  part  of  the  EzeenUre  to  glre 
•ny  such  pledge  1 78 ;  say  to  theae  OoTemments  that  be- 
yeiidededarationtheSxeeDtiTBhBs  no  right  to  go,  78; 
It  m^  be  a  very  primer  eeeaslos  for  thto  House  to  ex- 
pFMi  Its  Tiewa  on  the  peetnre  at  the  coontry  In  leletlon 
to  both  eoDtlnenti,n;  If  ■nyanA  iMgehasbeenglTen 
by  the  preaent  Executive,  It  to  contrary  to  hto  very  last 
act  In  relation  to  the  Sonth  American  BepnbUca,  74; 
why  go  to  the  President  T  74 ;  the  Secretary  of  State  uses 
the  same  language,  T4 ;  how  often  have  we  been  told  that 
the  mere  report  of  a  bianeh  of  the  fizeentlre  I>epart- 
ment  boond  tbto  Hooee  T  74. 

Tbe  real  point  of  Inqelry  wm  by  whet  antborl^  onr 
Minister  had  made  thto  dedamtlen,  TO;  the  eommlttoa 
here  no  lepnt  to  mnke^  7B ;  Qw  only  eonstltottonel  wny 
to  give  a  pledge  to  br  d**^*  7'  i  ve  ask  If  a  eonatltn- 
tlesal  pledge  baa  been  given,  and  the  only  anawer  Is,  No  I 
79;  the  resolntlon  as  amended,  76;  adopted,  T&.  St* 
JPoHoma  Mi—ton,  and  eee  JiuUk,  toL  8. 

Ifono^  iAMm,  ooeoiMtM  4^— In  the  House,  the  hill  for  tbe 
relief  of  Jamee  Monroe,  considered,  800;  obJectionB  to 
Itama  of  Ow  UU,  3B0 ;  intereststniek  out,  800 ;  motion  to 
■Uke  oBtthe  nun  ^pro^laled,  >B9;  aervleea  of  Hon- 
roe,  SOO;  itate  of  the  iMgoUatlon  with  Jranee  on  hto 
anfval  there,  800 ;  mode  ot^tpUcatlon  to  the  fHnt  Con- 
sal,  IM ;  result  of  thto  application,  801 ;  the  aoqulsltltm  of 
T/mlsten*.  8B1 ;  motion  to  strike  out  leet,  901 ;  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  disagreed  to,  800.  AM/iwIeA  vol-B. 

MOOKK,  Thomas  T.,  an  amendment  to  tbe  constitution,  87 ; 
on  the  oaual  roosd  Mosola  Bboels,  4S3;  EepmentaUve 
from  Kentaeky,  UO.  A*  Iftdim,  vol  T. 

Xoon,  Oahui.  p.,  aapreseatntlre  fton  Ahbamn,  UO. 
iEHwArfn^ToL  T. 


XolUr  ^  Oommodort  Pernr.— Ae  Jada^  ToL  T. 
JAnmledThoaipft-iSM/iutai^ToLA.  _ 


M 

jrnteraUsaNoKXatNL— AeAdM^  vela.  1,8,4 
tfrnxil  JMablU^Meni,  gradual  improvtmM*  <^.—\ii  the 
Senate,  a  Mil  to  provide  for  the  gradual  increase  of  tbe 
Navy,  considered,  884 ;  policy  of  aettlog  ^>art  a  fond  C» 
the  Improvement  of  the  Navy  has  been  estabUsbed  for 
eleven  yean,  8S4;  the  amount  of  appropriation  has  va- 
ried but  tbe  principle  has  been  held  aacred,  8S4;  esriy 
Tlewa  re^eeting  tbe  NaYy,884;  opinions  at  tbeeeos- 
menoementoftbelatewar,  US;  abuws  tbnt  •  navy  w« 
the  ehe^MBt  and  Mfost  dehnee  of  Ibe  eonntry,  SM ;  mb- 
Jectoflhy  Doeks,SS6;  ezpenee«fecH>strnetlon,nO;tbe 
0DUtem[dated  improTementB  at  Navy  Tarda,  886L 

Nawii  ^oodemif.— AdvantsgM  of  education,  S87 ;  soma 
doubt  If  naval  men  require  these  sdvsntagea,  827 ;  eflM 
of  elevating  the  characten  snd  Improving  the  minds  of 
o&loers,  88T ;  examples  of  Perry,  Decatur,  snd  tbe  crew 
Of  the  Adonto,  827 ;  object  of  the  Naval  Academy,  SS8 ; 
plan  of  Instraetlon,  888 ;  details  of  tbe  ^prt^iiatlca,  m; 
U  It  expedient  for  tbe  United  States  Ut  eatabUab  a  ^avd 
AcsderoyT8S9;  It  may  be  satd  that  the  Navy  toaand 
school,  889 ;  the  day  to  coming  when  tbe  United  Btataa 
will  be  obliged  to  dUpnte  for  tbe  supremacy  of  tbe  ooea^ 
880;  resemblance  of  tbe  bUl  to  the  Alkoran,  830;  tUsto 
not  mfBdantly  understood,  880;  eooroe  of  i^}uy  la 
heaving  mseto  down,  881 ;  able  and  carcAl  manner  la 
which  tbe  bin  bae  been  drawn,  881 ;  reasons  for  psufng 
the  bill  as  It  is,  881 ;  an  acadamy  ss  moeh  required  to  be 
attached  to  the  Navy  ae  to  tbe  Army,  181 ;  ow  italas- 
men  have  come  back  to  the  naval  policy  of  John  Adami^ 
888;  the  portion  t«totlng  to  ao  academy  should  beetroA 
out,  888;  not  anew  proporitloa,  888;  probable  eoet  of  tbo 
establishment,  888 ;  not  snppoied  the  aebool  woali  ba 
expensive,  888. 

Moved  to  strike  out  the  sections  relating  to  a  naval 
academy,  888;  meat  Insnperable  objections  to  tbto  pro- 
ject, founded  not  only  on  theoretical  specolatlooa,  bet 
upon  practical  ezpetlence,  888 ;  views  relative  to  tbe 
MiUtary  Academy  at  West  Pt4nt,888;  to  what  bat  ex- 
peiieaoeand  facta  can  the  qaesUon  be  referred  f  884; 
names  of  distinguished  men  not  learned  In  a  mlUtaiy 
academy,  884  ;  who  goes  to  thto  institution  f  884 ;  wh» 
IhMn  tbem  goes  into  tbe  army  1 884;  why  carry  nihtary 
odneatlMi  bey«aid  the  aeeaad^te  Itaai^liaatla^  uIsh 
It  waa  Intended  to  make  ear  dtliens  all  wUleTsrSSS; 
England  has  never  established  a  naval  academy,  888; 
where  were  our  eminent  officers  educated  1 8S0 ;  tbe  ee- 
tabllshment  would  be  flUcd  by  sons  of  rich  mea,SB8;B0 
man  could  be  made  a  good  seaman  at  an  academy,  888; 
tbe  endeavor  to  establish  a  naval  academy  likely  to  }ee^ 
ardixe  the  safo^  of  the  easentlsl  prlndplea  opoa  which 
tbeNavy  to  founded,  887 ;  It  to  asked  If  tbe  eveata  ef  tbe 
late  war  do  not  show  a  military  academy  to  be  imlsw^ 
887 ;  It  to  said  tbat  the  MBS  of  tleb  men  alone  went  to  tbe 
mllltaiy  academy,  88T;  error  in  remarks  relative  to  e» 
tain  naval  olBcen,  888  ;  does  It  follow  that  edscatloa  to 
of  no  utility  becanaa  SMne  men  have  raised  tbemeelvM 
by  the  force  of  natural  genius,  888 ;  the  bill  preactflxa 
Who  shall  go  to  the  naval  school,  888 ;  if  the  InstltaUoa 
to  governed  Uke  that  at  West  Pdnt  It  wUl  be  bo  place  of 
amnseaient,  889 ;  answer  to  replies  to  otjeetloni^  849;  h 
tbto  aeademy  wanted  at  thto  time  T  841;  have  onraavri 
olleoneTersbawnawanttf  •ctonoa  in  tbakBowMga 
oftbeir  proAedoaf  SU;«iieedoteof  >bi.nTM.*a; 
«nnpleorXB(land,841;  llntb«  Mtat^Stt;  ItvMft 
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defldflBer  ot  oSeen  tlut  uaggtaM  the  IdM  of  a  Ncnl 

In  Um  Hoom,  DMtloB  to  atrfka  eat  Um  narsl  ftiDd,  c«r- 
tled,  UB;  UU  pHNd,  4SL  At  toIl  1,    ^  4, 

^a««J  Ptmtion  rund.—84«  ludtte,  toL  I. 
iTacal  «bA0i«— £m  iTovoi  JWaMMana^  wd  /mEmb^ 
T0L8L 

Xacii/aUM  £atM.-~See  Trndtai,  toL  i. 
JITdvy  Turd  at  Philadtlphia,  deUt«  nlatiTe  to,  8691 
Jftgrof  f)-tti,  exportftdon  of;  to  Liberia,  raaolntloa  oonald- 
«i«d,  870. 

JTtffroa  Fef  fo  AU  IHttHct  ^  CWmmMu.— In  tha  Houm, 
•  rMoIstloB  oi  Inquiry  rcl&tlTO  to  tbt  ImpriwDment 
■sd  mIo  (rf  ftm  poTBODB  oT  wlor,  oouldOTed,  US;  the 
OHO  at  mibert  Hcrtoo,  »8;  u  (dd  lav  of  MarjiMuA, 
ttl;  OBcuntlhitlaDtl,  S»;  Iti wiitliiunM in  thUDli-  [ 
titet  ImpoUUe,  8Si ;  It  to  oi4]iut,8S8;  whf  nrge  aa  In- 
qaliy  on  a  aabject  of  this  peculiar  character,  which  . 
woald  lead  onlf  to  Irrltatliig,  painful,  and  nseleaa  dto- 
coaaluo  ?  8M ;  ao  extraordinary  doetriae  that  the  Qot- 
craorof  one  Stata  may  rigbiAU];  be  called  on  to  protect 
dtlMnaor  tbatStatowbonlnotlwr  atatca,838;  no  sort 
«r  SManltT  nferaBoo  to  a  eommlttaa,  8B4;  motloB 
tolv«Btbatd)leIoat,»i4;  Um  law  probahlr  In  Ibne 
In  Om  Dlatrie^  SH;  auendowBt  mowd,  SSB;  law  far 
tlM  iak  of  nuawara  far  prlioa  feei,  8BB;  lt>  hlatorr, 
88B;  ooona  propoaed  by  tha  rwoIntloB  la  oraal  and 
jooper,  830 ;  the  molntlon  meToly  one  of  Inqaliy,  806 ; 
no  oppoelUoo  to  the  rcaolntlon,  8H ;  ot^eetloa  to  the 
nwlBtloii,  8M;  the  pfopoaod  tnqolij  onght  to  ba  Inatl- 
tnted  OB  priaei^lea  ot  tlui  moat  ebrlew  jBadea^  158 ;  we 
hare  the  aaina  eontrol  bare  that  the  Staica  bare  within 
tiiolT  JnladiatloB,  867;  the  r«danl  priaiMiB  and  their 
ke^en  are  eztenaivt^  vied  fiir  eairying  ob  the  do- 
»eatlc  alave  ttade,8ST;  retolatlon  of  Hr.  SanAoIph  In 
1816,  tST;  aueh  atatementa  may  lead  to  anoneoua  Im- 
praadona  ebawbcre,  SOS ;  the  form  of  the  reaolutlon  and 
the  accompanying  ramarka  ealeulated  to  prodoce  ex- 
eUement,  SSS;  If  Mch  a  law  U  la  operation,  erery  one 
would  agree  that  It  ought  to  be  repealed,  8S»;  reaoln- 
tlsB  earried,  S&9 ;  report  of  eoniDlttee,  with  •  bill,  8T0. 

jr«pWM^  Mbi^fipta^       Am  JitOtm,  toL  S. 

jrmaralMtlaM»na.--BMJndm,yoit9,i,t,9,l. 

2fM»M»KiM  and  MU»Owri,  tnknidlrad4  bthMmr~Si»A- 
dim,  yoL  Sl 

JTmo  OrUoru,  dtifmncs  qf.—BM  Ii%dta>,  toL  8. 

JTbwtow,  Thoicu,  Bepresentattre  firom  Tlrginla,  OH;  ad- 
mlntaten  the  oath  to  the  Speaker,  8IO1  Aa  A<fea^  Tola. 
S,  8.  <  8,  8,1,1 

JHagara  S^fir»n^—St»  Jk4m,-nl».li-8, 

Ho*L%  JaiWi  •»  the  road  in  UlehI(aa,I8>;  OBlhe^vd- 
nal  iB^OTMMBt  of  the  HftTy,8B>;  SenatM-  fhna  In- 
diana, 4<T;  on  tchocd  Janda  la  Indiana,  ftt;  aa  the 
decaaaa  erf  itijor  General  Brown,  Mfl ;  on  the  approprl^ 
tlon  tor  Ute  rUItora  at  Wott  Point,  B8S ;  on  Internal  In- 
proVement,  MT;  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hn.  Brown, 
BaBi  SM/iMf«\ToUa,8,T,  8. 

JbH-Avertatfoa^^  Indtm,  vota.  8^ «, 

JfiNa>AMKtMtf  £<HMf  toJnbwwoa.— b  the  HoBM,a'un 
nUtlfa  to,  eonaldered,  SH;  thla  law  will  derange  the 
whole  reronne  tyatem  of  Arkansaa,  SH;  and  conaamM 
the  whole  tax  on  non-reridenta'  lands,  SS<;  the  law  of 
Arka&aaa,  SH;  featnrea  of  thto  bill,  «H;  other  ott}eo- 
tfoM,  asS;  poatpomment  mered  and  lost,  iSB;  bill  or- 
daredtoatUM  r«adlag,S8S. 

JfiM  Ikm'm  Smidarjf  umitt  tta  n^jf  iff  Oh»iU,—St» 
AtfH^ToLSL 


JTof^-irMf  a>a<  «a!f)ll»«MM«^--A•  JiMta^  Tola.  T,  8. 
MvoKOLLa,  WiLLUx  T.,  BepnaaatatlTe  tnm  Bonth  Ono- 
liaa,8ia 


O 

Oakut,  Thohab  J.,  BcpresentaUTO  flrauNaw  Toric,  80B. 
OaVu.Se«  Indm,  Tol.  1. 

O'Banir,  JzaaitiAii,  RepresentatlTe  fW>m  Urine,  809. 
QSte6,  a  certain,  inquiry  reaptettng.—Sta  IndeK,  toL  & 
Oiseupytng  Cktimant  lawt.—See  Indtm,  toL  8. 
Qglcert  of  th«  CuOomt.—Su  IjuUaa,  vol.  7. 
Q^totfn  ^  Ua  JlMofHtfon,  debet- OD  relief  to,  887. 
Q^oara,  rammU  nf.—SM  IMtm,  voL  1. 
qglett,  pluraUfy  ^—Su  Indtm,  toL  SL 
OMc  8taU  GovtmrntKLSa*  Indtet,  vd.  S. 
OnUMfue  (/  1TO7.— £i«  XnOm^  Tola.  8;  4,  and  Indem,  toI 
6,  MiMouH. 

Orteant  Territory.Set  Indtm,  toL  4,  TtrriioriM. 

Obb,  RoantT,  Ja.,  RepreMuUtlre  from  Pennaylrania,  009. 
iSm  Indtu,  ToL  8. 

OwBR,  Gbobob  W.,  on  the  emigration  of  Indiana,  845;  on 
Deaf  and  Damb  Aaylnma,  408;  on  the  Colonlxatloa  So> 
elety,487;  BepresentatlTa  from  Alabanu,  810;  on  the 
eaBaoriIarl8DrD'ABteifTe,88aL       Jwte^  toL  8. 


P 

Paintinut  qf  tks  principal  mate     the  S«cotuUon.—Se6 

India,  ^kA.  6, 

PainOMfft,  ffhtorical-Jn  the  Hona^  a  reaolntlM  raUtlre 
to  a  htatorical  pabiUBg  of'the  Battle  of  Kaw  Orleani, 

eonaldered,  838 ;  the  policy  of  cmbellUhlng  tiie  national 
balldlng,  6ST;  the  Battle  of  New  Orleana  forma  a  bean- 
tlftil  <A«/^auvrt  in  the  science  of  war,  687;  Mr.  Al- 
ston deelgnated,  687 ;  no  reason  why  Trumbull  sbonld 
be  excluded,  688;  amendment  made,  CSS;  arvpreseota- 
tlon  of  the  Hartford  CooTentlon  in  fall  session  ahonld 
be  placed  by  the  sido  of  this  painting,  63S ;  remarka 
relatlTe  to  the  artist,  888;  onr  aaval  victories  enUtiod 
to  some  notice,  688;  emendmeat moved,  <89;-other  t1o> 
torlee  and  exploits  should  also  be  oommemo rated,  689; 
motion  to  embrace  naval  victories  lost,  848;  other 
amendments  lost,  640;  resolation  lost,  64a 
Panama  JHMion.—lB  the  House,  ablll  reporl«d  making  an 
appropriation  to  carry  into  effect  the  mlaaion  to  Panama, 
48 ;  I  oport  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  48 ; 
reaolntlon  that  it  is  Inezpedlent  to  appropriate  the  I^da 
BeeeBBaT7,4& 

Beaolution  that  Itfs  Inexpedient  to  appropriate,  con- 
sidered, 90;  ameBdmenta  proposed,  M;  debate,  81 ;  the 
measare  to  which  the  raaolatton  relate*  la  wholly  noval 
aad  onprecedented,  91 ;  a  aattJoct  on  which  the  Honaa 
cannot  be  left  too  tiee  in  its  deilberatlona,  92 ;  the  time 
haa  arrived  In  which  this  House  is  called  npoa  to  sxpreaa 
an  opinion  upon  some  of  the  topics  oonoected  with  thla 
mission,  93;  It  will  not  do  to  treat  this  message  aa  de- 
signed to  throw  the  moral  weight  of  the  opinion  «f  tUi 
aatlon  Into  the  caoaa  of  these  coTeiiu»ents,8S;  thaw* 
■fstanee  Implied  In  that  threat  la  now  te  b«  «  matter  «i 
formal  aad  pnbUo  diseaaston,  88;  the  Congreao  at  Pana- 
ma, 98 ;  the  settled  policy  of  thla  COoatry  has  been  not 
only  pa4^a  and  nentral,  but  to  avoid,  as  br  aa  poaaible,  all 
participation  In  the  oonecrns  of  other  powers,  all  polltl* 
cal  GonneetloDS  and  entanf^lag  Bllianoes,  98. 

The  effect  of  thU  amendment  U  to  give  Instructions  l>r 
this  lIoDSe  to  a  fbrelgn  minister,  94 ;  the  House  la  not 
called  oa  to  act  iMyoad  maklog  the  appropriation,  94 ;  If 
file  Honaa  waa  of  qplaion  that  a  wroag  oooim  had  baaa 
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givea  U» our fbrelga  retatlou U  ought  toaiVW,M;  tbli 
nwlutlon  U  Uklng  the  proper  retpoulblllfy  from  ths 
EzecQtlv».  95 ;  when  h  diplunMtlo  rnbslon  lua  b««a  re- 
eommendad  by  the  FNotdeot,  uid  has  recelT«d  the  wnc- 
tloB  of  Um  Benate,  It  oaght  to  b«  ad  extreme  oaee  that 
woaM  warrant  or  JastUy  tits  Hoiue,  to  raflutog  meaiu 
toorrrtlMnlsdonliitD  »B^9»;  (f  the  Ualtsd  SUtea 
acted  on  uHSak  and  Intanstad  tnotlTM  eiolualrelj,  out 
poUcf  would  hMn  beaa  to  perpatoata  tba  moial  anil  po- 
Utlcal  degndatloa  of  Spanish  Ameile^  H;  we  stood 
fbremoet  in  recofulzlng  them,  09 ;  are  we  prepared  to  ad- 
mit that  thU  act  was  the  resolt  ot  transient  feeling  T  05 ;.  It 
mar  ^  ■Aid  topics  are  to  W  diacnasad  at  Panama  which 
mar  eompromise  the  high  Interests  of  this  nation,  M ;  Is 
sot  this  mlaston  demaaded  Itf  Ugh  aad  Important  eon- 
■tdnatloBB  beuing  dliMtlj  at  the  apedal  iatenats  of 
the  aatlonT  H;  there  am  be  bat  one  saDtlmeBt  on  tUa 
nltleet  iB  thU  Union,  M;  U  not  the  bIssIob  abaolBtaly 
demanded  by  •  da«  regnd  to  onraaflstjrandlBtBrMtaf 
M;  defldener  of  the  meesage  on  this  t(^e,9T;  the 
committee  is  called  upon  to  give  an  exprMston  <tf  Its 
opinion  as  to  the  expedleDCjr  of  this  mission,  98;  duty  of 
this  House  npon  all  fit  occasions  to  prononnce  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  people  upon  meaanrea  perfrcted  ur  oontem- 
pUted,  touching  the  Ibreign  relatione  of  the  United 
StatM,  99;  the  adoption  of  the  ameBdmest  wonld  go  to 
flhnnga  the  whola  eonrse  of  onr  diplomacf ,  and  partlen- 
lariy  the  pnUtj  of  the  Unitod  Statea  with  ravud  to  Onbn ; 
not  a  member  on  this  floor  Is  bold  enon^  to  wish  these 
subjects  to  be  discussed,  considered,  and  the  aUia&ce 
formed,  98 ;  it  Is  aald  that  It  Is  nnoonstltntlonal  for  this 
House  to  Interfere  In  thUform,  with  the  exeentlve  powers 
of  the  gOTemment,  W ;  to  the  llnal  and  permanent  sne- 
oeas  of  tlie  rarolntlon  In  the  Spanish  Colonlws,  UUa  Con- 
great  of  beliigeront  natlona  was  necessary,  99 ;  whaterer 
maj  be  oar  notions  of  this  memwabla  pledge^  the  Span^ 
Ish  American  States  understand  nndbeliaiy  U  commit- 
ted  OB  the  subject,  leave  the  goremmeBt  of  the  United 
State*  free  to  act,  99 ;  suppose  the  eonis  fitdtrU  had 
oeenrred,  would  gentlemen  now  declare  war  In  defrnoe 
of  South  American  llbartjT  100;  the  poll  deal  oondltlon 
of  Haytl  is  to  A>nn  the  anhjeetordlsenaaion,  and  la  to  be 
■eUlad,lM;  oltJeeta  of  tUs  Ongraa* glren  ottetaUr  by 
the  goTerament  «r  Colombia,  100;  the  prlnd^  ofeol- 
OBlzatlon,  100 ;  what  ia  the  reaolntloB  now  befiMre  ns  bat 
Instnietions  or  seml-tnatmctlona  fbr  onr  ministers  that 
are  to  go  to  the  Congress  at  Paaamaf  101;  If  the  Hoose 
hare  the  right  to  Instmet,  they  haTc  the  right  to  Im- 
peach  Ibr  diaobedienea  of  instmetlona,  101 ;  the  Ronae 
baa  not  any  partldpatlun  In  the  treatj-maklng  power, 
101;  ooBstmoUoB  given  to  the  oonstitutlon,  101;  this 
reaoInttoB  on^t  not  to  he  eonpbd  with  omatltBtloM 
wbldw*haToiioeMidltioaatolinpo«a,10S;  Itiaaaldto 
bo  important  that  we  should  bo  represented  at  Panamn 
sa  regards  our  political  and  oommeretal  Interests,  lOi; 
the  plenipotentiaries  can  enter  Into  no  Begotlatlon  on 
behalf  of  their  dlffiarent  goTemmenta  as  regards  their 
rdatlona  with  foreign  powers,  108 ;  arttele  of  the  treaty 
between  Colombia  and  Chill,  108;  what  objects  are  to 
be  attained  br  aendiog  mlnlstera  to  Panama?  108;  la 
vbnl  c^neity  and  with  what  powen  an  thqy  to  attmdf 
lOS;  when  an  wa  to  look  fto  tbo  powen  they  an  to 
poaaenT  108;  the  treiUea  are  tbeir  ohuter.IM;  U  to 
•aid  we  an  to  aead  oar  MlniaUn  to  odTlae  and  oonsnlt. 
101 

Amendment  ofhred,  104;  the  ecndltion  of  the  Islands 
of  Cuba  and  Porto  Bieotobe  disenssed,  Is  a  moat  Im* 
poi1»tMib]eetton%100;'nppoBe  the  Ind^ndese*  of 
Cnha  to  be  eflbnted  wlthont  an  attempt  of  «  part  of  its 
popolation  to  attain  the  aaaenden^,  woold  not  that  part 
•rus  pqpnlatloBbe  deatand  ikeey  aa  in  IbeSooth  Ameil- 


can  repnbUca?  lOftiBotanleefrMn  theBootboa^to 
beniaed  against  ^ia  mission,  10B;  Tiewa  in  tbelte' 
aagenlative  to  Cnba,loa;  the  real  raotlTsa  whid  gar* 
era  in  this  case,  106  ;  the  meainre  proposed  la  an  ae> 
knowledged  departure  from  the  nnllbna  and  aettit4 
policy  puisBcd  l>y.thia  OoTomment  In  times  paat,  101; 
U  beeonM*  oa  to  w*Vi  tbli  mensnre  well  before  we  giro 
It  the  inerooaUe  aanotkm  onr  Totee,  100 ;  In  decldinil 
the  qneatloB  befbre  ua,  wa  most  look  exclodTely  to  the 
Intrlnsie  tnerfta  of  the  maason  Itself  or,  In  other  words, 
to  the  chancter  of  the  oljoct*  to  be  aeeom^tahed,  lOT; 
if  Ministers  are  sent  to  the  Congress  at  Panama,  onr 
Oorernment  Is  oommitled  to  take  part  In  Its  deUben> 
tions  relative  to  objects  kept  In  the  background,  lOT  ; 
the  tetms  (tf  tlie  InvltatloB  sknt  to  as,  and  the  (cnu  e( 
Its  aeceptanee,  lOS;  these  aa^ects,  however  they  mtf 
hare  been  kept  oat  of  sight  recently,  are  the  principal 
If  not  tba  only  sul^eeta  In  which  onr  partldpotton  wan 
dostred  by  the  States  who  Invited  oar  nttendanoe  at  Pa- 
nama, 108;  the  Tosolt  of  onr  partldpatlun  In  theee  snV 
Jecta  at  the  Congress  win  be  the  adoptltnt  of  measarea 
endangering  the  fhtare  peaee  of  tike  coontry,  109;  the 
principle  of  reslata&ee  by  force  Is  already  agreed  npoa, 
100;  In  oar  di^omatle  Intereonne  with  the  Bpaalsh 
AaarieaaBtataatbe  Seerataty  of  SlaU  baa  treated  Ml 
held  out  to  them  oertato  vagoe  and  oraenlar  expnasioBB 
In  a  meeaage  of  the  late  Pralden^  as  a  pledge  on  tho 
part  <a  the  United  Statea,  not  to  permit  any  IMerftnwn 
of  the  European  powen  In  the  war  betweoB  ib»m  and 
the  mother  country,  109 ;  statement  of  our  Unlster  to 
Hexloo  to  that  Government,  109 ;  what  win  ptobMy  bo 
the  natnre  and  efllset  of  theee  atlpulatloBs  with  regn>4 
to  the  United  St^llO;  what  an  thevfewa  of  our 
own  Goranmantr  110;  what  Ibo  Pwddent  aagieali.  in 
refhnBoa  to  the  mbfeet  of  Inleiftreaea  ftom  Anad  with 
the  aOdia  <a  Spanish  America,  110;  It  may  be  said  tbaro 
to  aoreaaOB  to  ^pnhend  the  Interftrence  which  It  to 
proposed  to  denonnoe  t#the  world.  111 ;  It  may  be  aald 
the  President  doea  not  express  a  pealtlva  opinion  that 
these  measures  ought  or  will  be  adcq)ted  by  the  Congrcaa 
at  Panama,  111 ;  a  qnletns  Is  tonnd  fiir  ail  oar  spprehe^ 
alons^  In  the  asannnoea  of  the  Piealdent  that  "no  alll> 
ueeawlU  beeeBtraeted."nad  In  leneral  OMtU^  wffl 
be  done  Ineempotlhle  with  onr  nentnU^.'Uli  tnisto 
the  advlee  of  Vashlngton, 111 ;  one  woold  tUAM 
languH*  ao  idain,  so  dear,  ao  uneqnlroeal,  eonld  BoC,by 
any  Ingennlty  oonatraetlon,  be  totCared  Into  a  ra«N»< 
mendatlon  or  approval  of  "piditleal  eennectioB*  wUb 
fbnignnatlMs;'' the  very  thing  against  which  it  warned 
ns,  lis ;  another  argument  nrged  in  flivor  of  this  politi- 
cal connection  with  Spaidsh  America  1%  that  wa  ewe  it 
to  tbeflBuaeer  libera,  lU;  that  by  dolaf  eo  wo  wUl  aa- 
«Bn  thdr.goed  wlIi,wUd  to  U^y fanpoftant  tow^ 
both  In  a  commercial  and  political  Tiew,  IIS;  the  reanlt 
of  our  paat  efforts  to  eoncUlale  the  good  wlD  and  aflee- 
tloB  of  thcae  new  Statea  allbrda  bat  Uttlegronnd  to  hep* 
for  soeoeaa  In  the  experiment  now  propoaod,  lU;  can 
the  elements  of  diaorepaney  bo  mlt^atad  or  hnrmniiat  i 
by  any  system  otf  political  oonaaetlw  I  114 

The  amendments  an  nothing  nion  nar  leaa  thaa  re- 
■tilottoaa  attenipted  to  ba  bapoead  npm  tteooMUta- 
ttonal power «< tba Pnrident,  116;  UtonwiantMwa 
■fconid,  by  an  Interforenoe  la  the  torn  of  nd*1e%  dl> 
mlnlsh  that  reqionsibUlty  which  the  oonatUntiea  hM 
pUeed  on  the  Ezeeadv^  and  on  the  SoBoto,bisad«l8ei^ 
US;  Ifltbepn^erfurnatoaxpreaaoaroplakMaoatho 
delaUs  of  this  mlaatea,  have  wo  not  ft  ilgbl  M  rtiiiwd 
aU  the  Information  upon  which  the  rwaMawt  Mmasif 
hM acted, Ub;  eoMldertheMlnMMrtbelnvltatloB  «• 
teToreoHlred  from  the  npnUtoi  of  Beth  Inartcnf 
be  i^Tiaiilafl  to  this  Oe^wi^  US;  Iho  rtofcof  beli» 
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dnwi)luto«iitu^lii(aUUaoM,llC;  however ooUmltcd 
Um  powers  of  the  UnUtan  who  oompoe*  thia  CongrNi, 
UMjrlutTO  no  teiTon  for  01^116;  ft  luw  bwn  liuiitad 
tbat  If  ve  Md  WnlitMi  wa  an  oommltM  to  Uk«  part 
In  tho  dtUbontlMM  «r  the  CongNM  eoBMniag  aa 
«tM,llT;  proof  tturt  tkoM  OomBmaiiti hsT*  ao  il|^t 
to  hopo  fcr  MM  oftmlTO  wai  JefcmlTO  olHanee,  lit;  thoM 
BopnbUci  will  bare  no  can**  of  eumpUlat  agaliut  lu, 
IIT;  tl)«  obJ««tloa  to  aoeh  a  oonna  or  agreement  la  that 
it  would  be  deputing  from  the  poller  which  Waahlag- 
ton  iMommended,  and  to  which  we  have  atrtctif  ad- 
hetodftom  the  vei;  oommeaeuDCBt  of  the  OoTemment, 
IIT;  la  thon  om  who  wooM  kan  aald  Imb  Um  Mr. 
Vowao  la  18S^  or  who  wonid  now  looal  US;  tba 
omdIUon  of  the  tslmda  <rf  Cuba  and  Porto  Bloo,  11& 

Nanatlva  of  the  clrcamitatifei  ItKMeat  to  tbta  meaa- 
ni«  from  the  moment  the  lovltatlon  was  tendered  to 
thla  OoTerament  to  aend  Mlolaten  to  Panama  down  to 
the  period  when  the  Frealdeat  thoufht  lit  to  tranamlt 
hia  mcaaage  to  thla  Honae,  128;  the  Preaident  attempta 
to  piore  that  oar  onltiog  la  the  dellberatloaa  (4  this 
Oongraaa  doea  Dot  li^part  an  alliance  with  the  powera 
tboio  to  be  aisembled,  ISB ;  It  now  sppeaia  that  we  are 
to  go  to  Panama  for  the  pnrpoae  of  making*  dodaratloa 
that "  la  appllcattoa  to  oor  owa  territory,  wo  will  per- 
mit no  eulonUatlon  on  the  part  of  aaj  foreign  power," 
180;  remarka  of  the  President  relative  to  the  alare 
trade,  IM ;  to  Hajrtl,  191 ;  probobltltj-  that  by  oat  coanaela 
peace  and  tranqaUUt^  mmj  be  aoeored  in  Cnhaand  Porto 
Bioo,  188;  tUa  AdmlaUnUloo  haa  abandoned  *U  right 
■ndpetextlbrfaiterlbi«Bei,UI;  the  daaier  la  not  anlll- 
deat  to  aathoilH  oargidng  to  wartopreraataarEuro* 
pean  nation  bat  Bpala  holding  Cuba,  188;  we  had  better 
VtMj  away,  and  act  Independently  of  the  Corgraaa  of 
Panama,  13i ;  has  the  Preaident  been  mlndTkil  of  the  ad- 
Tloe  WashlnKtOB  '  184 ;  thla  adrlce  and  the  deolaratlon 
of  Hub  roe,  US ;  thla  whole  auhame  of  qaltllag  oar  own 
to  ataad  on  foreign  ground  la  oppoted  to  the  aetUed 
polkT  of  the  eonatrj,  18IL 

TUa  HooBo  la  motallj  bottad  to  vota  tha  Mlarifli  of 
IDntaten  who  have  been  coaadtnttonaUr  created  by  the 
Prtaidant  and  Beaate,  unleaa  In  eztrome  eaaea,  187 ;  the 
OOBatltUtlonal  obligation  to  provide  for  a  HIniater  la 
•qnallr  atrong  aa  that  to  oany  Into  effect  a  trea^,  187 ; 
a  historical  view  of  onr  relations  with  the  Sonthem  Ke- 
imUIca,  188 ;  the  doenments  show  aaAdeat  reaeoaa  tv 
thaadopUoa<tf  theamesdnieata,188;  the  Prealdeat  haa 
thought  It  batter  Uda  eoaatry  ahonld  faonr  the  danger 
of  beeoadag  evaatnalljr  «  fntj  to  thla  aUlaaoa  than 
•lud  aleae,  140;  ho  doena  It  wltUa  Uw  ooasUtBttoaal 
eompetenoe  of  the  Eiecntlve  to  send  Hlnlstera  to  Pana* 
ma,  140;  ho  put  the  teal  ^  eonSdenee  apon  the  proeeed- 
luga  of  tha  Senate,  141 ;  he  atates  one  object  of  accepting 
Um  invitation  was  to  indnoe  the  Southern  natioaa  to 
duuigo  their  religion  and  Introdnoe  toleration,  141 ;  It  la 
•aU  that  theaa  ameadmeata  Implr  a  want  of  eonfldenca 
tn  tba  Bsaeotlvo,  Ul ;  the  vast  Impoilaaea  of  Onba  to 
tho  United  BtateanviMitlwgeaeiaQrkBowBiUt;  It  la 
attU  more  Important  in  a  poUtleal  than  a  commercial 
Tlaw,  143;  the  apeetaelo  that  Cnba  wonld  present  If 
Cob>mbia  and  Mexko  ahonld  attempt  to  revolntloolia 
tt,14S;  the  qneetloa  of  alaverr,  142;  It  Is  said  theob- 
Jeeta  of  thla  Congress  are  ImperflMtly  known,  and  Ita 
power*  tndistUetlr  defined,  148;  no  greater  danger  of 
aa  alUanee  being  foranod  throngk  the  medium  of  thU 
mission  than  throagh  the  medlom  of  onr  UlaUtm  la 
floatb  AaMriea,  US;  tbo  Hobko  doetriae^  144;  tbe  ftto 
ef  the  tshod  of  Cab*  m  oonncctod  with  thla  qoeatloa, 
144;  lU  nitlmate  destiny  Is  of  Tiat  Importance  to 
14a;  who  first  eonaectod  Cnba  with  tUamlailon?  14II. 

The  flzat  qaaatioa  Is  the  ooostltntlonal  power  of  thia 


Honae  to  grant  or  refhae  the  qtproprlatlon,  148;  the 
present  caae  Is  not  one  of  *  demand  on  ns  for  the  execn- 
tlon  of  a  treat/,  aor  la  it  precbely  that  of  aa  ordinary 
Wn^rlatlon  for  the  p«yawat  of  tbe  aalarlca  of  pro- 
«zlst*BtolDeers,147;  It  will  eaaae  the  ODldvatlon  of  a 
apUU  of  aail^  aad  good  fealing  batwoea  as  and  aelgb- 
bw»  vltb  whom  w* mast aaoesaufly be  eagoodmbad 
temu,  147 ;  be  who  does  aot  ftel  with  patriotic  exalta- 
tion the  prond,  the  dignified  place  that  we  shall  occupy 
jon  this  occasion,  can  never  be  convlneed  by  argument, 
147;  who  are  they  who  have  given  na  thla  Invitation? 
14T ;  the  advanlaga  to  tha  world  ttmx  the  dbensaton  of 
Ubaral  priadplea  of  lataraattoaal  kw,14B;  the  oldect 
of  goaoral  aatara  to  be  dlaeussed  at  this  maatlnc  to  tho 
protection  of  privata  property  on  tha  ocean,  148;  tho 
discussions  on  tbe  declarations  of  Mr.  Monroe,  148;  tho 
acknowledgment  of  France  and  Oreat  Britain  laspeet- 
lagonrdecIaraUona,  14B;  tbe  subject  of  the  moatTllal 
Importance  of  all  ta  tbe  condition  of  Cub*. 

The  main  qoeition  presented  for  tbe  deliberation  of 
tba  oommitteo  U,  shall  we  make  tho  sppr^qiriatlon  to 
deft^tha  oxpaaao  of  aoilssloa  to  Puwaaf  IM;  the 
amendnwnts  proposed  an  bostll*  to  tba  spirit  <rf  tha 
oonstltiitlw,  and  at  vaifanee  with  the  nnlfiim  naage  of 
tho  Bonse,  100;  someombarraaamenthaabeealbltfrom 
the  maaner  in  which  the  aottJect  baa  been  presented  to 
us,  ICO;  tba  report  and  resolntlon  of  tbe  commltlea, 
ICO ;  the  money  shall  be  appropriated  provided  It  Is  ex- 
pedient, and  It  la  expedient  provided  the  atnendments 
are  adopted,  iCl ;  ebaraeter  of  tba  mladon,  161 ;  Ita  o1>- 
Joet^lH;  BDBio  ok|oat  OB  •eeonat  of  tho  aoralty  of  tho 
mlaaloa,lU;  otheraeomplalathatUtoadepartamfh»n 
former  usage,  US;  the  meaaage  and  documents,  1C8; 
tbe  subjects  of  discussion,  138 ;  what  is  their  plain 
meaning  T  1B4 ;  the  resisting  of  intorlbrence  from  abroad, 
IM;  the  principle  of  colon liatlon,  IM;  other  snbject* 
of  discussion,  IOC;  ta  adopting  a  system  of  sonthem 
polities  we  should  observe  tbo  most  profound  caution, 
Ub;  tba  wsmlogi  of  Washington,  IM ;  are  the  people 
of  tUs  oowrtiy  wUUag  to  oator  late  alllaaoas  with  tho 
rOpobUca  of  Sostb  Aiaailfa  mi  these  two  points,  168 ; 
what  groaad  Is  there  for  these  fears  of  entangling  olll- 
aneea  T  lAT ;  why  should  tbey  derir«  an  alliance  offensive 
and  defensive  with  ns  f  ICT ;  tbey  need  no  alliance  with 
na,  IBT ;  It  la  alleged  that  one  language  haa  been  hold  on 
the  other  side  of  tho  water,  and  another  on  tbia  side,  la 
regard  to  Cuba,  IBS;  tba  views  preaented  to  Rnsala,  ICS; 
points  upon  which  negottaUoos  for  peace  have  been  con- 
daoted,158;  It  la  onr  latareat  that  Oaba  ahoaU  rtmaln 
•■ltla,lfi«: 

Only  two  qnestfons  for  onr  deeWon;  flrat,  whether 
this  Bouse  will  aasnme  tbe  rMpoasibllityof  wltbholdint 
the  ordinary  appropriatloa  for  carrying  Into  effect  so 
exaentlve  meaanre  which  the  Executive  Deportment 
baa  eonstltntlonally  Instituted ;  seooad,  whether.  If  it 
wlU  not  withhold  the  appropriation,  It  will  yet  take  tbe 
tespoaalbUlty  of  Interpodng  with  Ita  own  opinions,  dl- 
rootfoa^  or  iaatraotloai^  as  to  tho  maaiior  la  irideb  tbto 
paiHealar  sxeeotlve  Dteosore  shall  be  ooadaotod,  U8; 
by  voting  the  salaries  ta  tbd  ordlaaiy  way  w*  sKuaa 
ao  re^KiBsIbillty  whaUver,  180;  If  w«  withhold  tbo 
ordinary  means  do  we  not  liunir  a  heavy  reapontlbiUtyr 
148;  it  Is  useless  Isbor  to  dlaeuaa  tbe  kind  of  power 
vhleh  tbe  House  holds  ta  theaa  cases,  169  i  1*  I*  for- 
tune to  ba  eallod  apni  to  act  oar  part  at  a  most  Intar- 
Mtlaf  oraiBbamaaaflUrs,  in;  thla  la  a  mighty  revtw 
IstlMi,  180 ;  la  maay  leqwots  the  Xan^eaa  aad  Amari> 
eaa  Htloas  at«  ollko,  181;  It  U  said,  that  tbe  t«|do  of 
Elonth  American  Independence  Is  worn  out  and  thread- 
bare, 161 ;  a  lingering  and  hopeless  war  la  kept  ups^dast 
these  Stataa  by  Bpala,  161;  tt  la  ariud,  Ult  la  aot  a 
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bieactk  of  Dcatnlitf  ftir  as  to  MDd  Ulalaten  to  a  Coa- 
grCMeoinpooad  irbollj  of  betltgamit^  ItS;  tlu  Bepm- 
wntaUTai  of  the  Booth  Amortcan  SiMca,  u  botirMn 
tlMiDMlvei,  will  poascM  dlfdomfttte  powem,  Ifll ;  the  d«- 
elftiaUoB  of  the  FrMtdent  In  1823, 191 :  ttw  Inpoitut 
political  enets  Uut  led  to  that  declKntiot),  or  Moom- 
puM  it,  1S8 ;  It  hM  boon  Mid  to  hute  bwn  t  Io-im  ud 
Tagaa  deeUntlon,  168 ;  tb«  wotlinent  which  It  Inipf red 
wu  Dot  Goaflned  to  onnaJros,  ICS;  it  mutlMeoDtUerttd 
M  founded  oooor  ilKbta,«iid  toRjinng  uialnlf  fnHnare- 
gHdtottaelrpnHmtianilM;  tliBt  mmmga  Oraed  « 
bright  poge  In  onr  UalofT',  IH;  how  dou  It  happen  that 
there  should  now  be  Eneha  newfearonthe  ntjectirfthla 
declantlonT  lU;  remarka  un  the  Bal4eot<tf  Cabl^lM;  It 
la  laid,  that  If  Spain  ahould  make  a  voluntatr  tiaiufer  of 
thla  lilaod  to  another  power,  we  should  have  no  right  to 
Interfere,  164 ;  the  grotind  oT  exception  Is  seir-preaerra- 
Uon,  I<&;  the  President  la  charged  with  Inoonsfatener, 
and  In  order  to  make  this  oat  puUle  deapatcbea  are . 
read,  whtoh  mWtate,  It  fa  said,  with  caob  other,  16S; 
whatanthofketafias;  palu  have  been  taken  to 
that  the  nieaanre  now  in  eonaideratioa,  and  Indeed,  the 
whole  pollcjr  of  the  Ooverameut  respecting  South 
America,  is  the  unhappy  result  of  the  Influence  of  a 
gentleman  formvriy  fllllng  the  chatr  of  this  House,  160 ; 
we  are  told  that  the  oountrr  Is  deluded  and  deceived  by 
cabalistic  words,  IM ;  these  States  are  called  to  meet 
dUBcnlties  saoh  as  neither  we  sor  our  fathers  enoo&n- 
tend,  W ;  a  dn^  of  aolainB  lotrlhntlon  now  vWta  tba 
<ncB  pnwd  nonarehy  ot  Spain,  IST. 

To  the  Executive  has  the  eoastltntlon  eonflded  the 
sole  and  escinslva  snperiutendenoe  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, 18T ;  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  att)ects  of 
thin  Congress,  16T ;  It  is  said,  the  mere  act  of  sending 
itpreaanlatlvae  cannot  eommlt  the  neutrality  of  the 
eonntry,  18S;  Congresaea  of  Independent  powers,  maeU 
log  In  times  of  profound  peace  to  concert  poUtleal  maaa- 
nres,  have  lately  oome  into  fluhb«,  IM ;  are  wo  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  powers  of  Ennpef  IM;  we  have 
Ulnlatera  already  residing  at  most  of  the  Courts  whose 
Governments  are  to  be  represented  at  Panama,  IflB^  the 
charge  extended  to  those  who  have  snffletent  independ- 
ence to  think  for  themselves,  of  being  a  AtcUons  appot\~ 
tlon,  170;  the  wise  and  prudent  eantion  which  was  to 
have  been  looked  for  from  Hr.Adain^  171;  theaal^eet 
la  snrrannded  1^  llhidou  whkh  render  It  dlfflenlt  to  de- 
dde  eorreetly,  179;  a  more  dangerooa  iUnalon,  aa  It  la 
flstt«rliif  to  onr  salf-lovo,  fa  Utat  of  suppualng  that  all  the 
nM>vemenla  of  our  Ooverament  in  fovor  of  the  South 
Americans  have  been  prudently  regulated  with  a  view 
to  promote  the  establishment  of  free  QovemmeDts  and 
Ubcral  Institutions,  ITS;  the  first  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Spanish  America,  was  proposvd,  whiles  Spanish 
Amoriea,  ezeept  Buenos  Ayras,  jet  owned  at  leaat  nom- 
inal obedience  to  Spain,  178;  diennutaneenanderwUeb 
the  second  resolution  was  propoaed,  178;  course  of  our 
Government  during  the  contest  with  Spain,  174 ;  In  the 
recognition  of  Spanish  Amerloa  we  did  not  move  In  obe- 
dience to  tba  love  of  liberty,  or  with  a  view  to  promote 
the  extension  of  Kepresentative  Governments,  174;  let 
lu  see  what  the  Preaident  proposes  on  the  other  great 
•street  with  which  the  prlndple  la  remotely  connected, 
the  great  anlflMt  of  Kuropana  Intacftreoea  with  the  di>- 
■nestle  oonoems  of  Ameileao  Govern  meats,  1T4 ;  It  la 
alleged  that  .oar  SOnlster's  language  In  Mexico  was  used 
without  instmctlons,  ITS ;  It  Is  assorted  that  his  language 
reftirred  alone  to  a  pledge  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity, 
179 ;  If  we  have  given  any  pledge  It  has  been  given  to 

Car  or  powers  who  have  a  right  to  hold  it  ualU  re- 
nad  by  oaiaelTat,  m ;  what  waa  originally  the  Mea- 
MBB  of  Ur.  IConnw?  ITI ;  what  haa  It  bwNMiie  imdar  th« 


handsofthlsAdmlnlstnthmTlT?;  an adtnowlodcment 
of.  t^e  right  of  the  alUed  sovetelgna  to  do  all  that  haa 
been  done  by  thnrn  in  Europe,  and  the  aiaertlati  at  Iho 
right  of  any  American  alliance  to  do  what  It  pleaaes  os 
tlUa  continent,  1T7 ;  we  must  not  forget  that  the  langna^ 
of  the  Freddent  does  not  ezclnde  the  Idea  of  forming  n 
treaty  on  thia,  as  well  as  on  the  otber  basis  of  the  Amer- 
ican system— colonization,  17T;  on  this  subject  of  the 
form  of  the  Governments  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  no 
error  more  btal  to  the  future  proaperity  of  this  pet^lo 
oonld  be  committed  than  that  of  beUaving  that  onr  In- 
terests require  us  to  set  on  different  prlnelpka  than 
those  which  have  ninally  regulated  onr  Government, 
ITS ;  the  destiny  of  Cuba  and  Forto  Sleo  Is  also  to  bo 
fixed  at  the  Isthmus,  1T»;  what  shaUwedoT  ISO;  givo 
these  Statea  to  nndentand  that  wo  will  not  anffer  the 
aoeUM  of  St  Domingo  to  bo  enacted  In  Cnba,  180;  asMr- 
Uons  of  the  President.  IBl ;  Hie  Execntlva  must  look  at 
thia  AssemUy  as  the  organ  of  a  great  oonfedemtlon,  181 ; 
If  •ucoeaaftil  In  aaqnlrlng  a  eompleta  asoeadency,  of 
wielding  at  wlU  the  whde  twinl  and  phyaieal  power  of 
the  Horth  and  South  Americans,  what  advantage  havo 
wo  to  gain  by  it  1 16S ;  how  for  may  this  House  oonstlt*- 
tlonally  Interfero  In  the  foreign  diplomatic  affairs  of  the 
country  I IS2;  from  what  fountain  of  the  constitution  do 
gentlemen  propoee  to  dnw  this  power  of  lostmctloa  and 
eonlierltoBthlaHoaaer  lU;  tho  amcBdaMnt  eontalaa 
InstmetlaiM  to  the  Fiestdont  In  what  maniMr  ha  timU 
ounduotthe  segatlatioBa  at  Panama,  188;  the  ti^  to 
eommaod  and  the  obligation  to  obey  an  ootmlatlve^  IS; 
if  the  House  haa  the  authority  to  prescribe  to  the  Pnol- 
deat  Instmetlons  he  la  to  ^v«  to  foreign  Ulnlston,  It 
must  have  oome  power  to  enforce  obedleoee  to  ita  maa- 
datee  on  thia  head,  188 ;  the  propoelUona  now  under  eoa- 
sUention  deeoend  to  parUenlata  and  are  connected  with 
tUa  mlMlim  and  make  part  (tf  It,  184 ;  It  la  Mid  the  Pieo- 
Idant  baa  aaked  the  Honae  for  Ita  o|dnl0B  m  to  the  poUey 
<rf  tUa  meaiure,  lU ;  ho  haa  no  power  by  Ibc  oonatlta- 
tlon  to  require  or  demand  at  this  Hosso,  Iti  optaifoaa  on 
any  of  ItsmeasDres  before  th^  are  carried  Into  elbct, 
184;  features  of  the  amendment,  ISO;  havo  wo  been 
always  so  punctilious  In  relation  to  oar  neutnllty  t  IBS; 
it  is  said  forms  are  nothing,  it  Is  the  substance  we  are  to 
refsrd,  180 ;  the  ooDjUtuUonal  forms  of  this  Qovemmeat 
■re  every  tUna  ISK;  what  Boeaarity  fa  then  for  odt^ttag 
tboaraendmantf  1S>;  aometblng  has  boon  aald  oB  the 
antifect  of  Exeentlre  eonfidenee,  186 ;  the  poweraof  tko 
CongTeasofP«iama,lST;onroommerdal  oonoeeUoBwith 
the  South  American  StatM,  187 ;  by  the  emancipation  of 
the  South  American  States,  and  the  consequent  demoli- 
tion of  tiie  Bpenish  otdonlal  system,  we  have  a  ready  and 
oonvenlont  market  opened  for  all  onr  manufoetnres  and 
the  producta  of  onr  ■griculturo,  187 ;  what  was  the  eoa- 
dltlon  of  the  world  when  the  declaration  of  Monroe  -mat 
mndoriSS;  tbecallof  thb  Honae  for  the  trea^  of  119^ 
189 ;  this  nation  calls  loadly  for  a  qwedy  approprlatloM, 
IW ;  generations  to  oome  wilt  approve  onr  acta,  IMt 

It  is  said,  that  by  adopting  this  amendment  we  assomo 
an  unooutltutlonal  exercise  of  power,  inasmuch  m  tbo 
trea^-maklng  power  la  reeled  lu  another  body,  and 
hence  we  have  no  right  to  Inetmct  the  I^esident,  190 ; 
fow  pocastons  will  bo  Wuij  to  nriae,  wherein  it  would  be 
.expedient  or  neeessary  for  thia  Honae  to  deelan  lu 
0|4bIod  OB  Meh  su14eets.in;  the  tew  of  the  thfiA  of 
March,  1815, 191 ;  our  ol^eet  Is  to  declare  oar  opltdott  cm 
a  great  meunre  of  national  potl^,  not  In  the  form  of 
ofllcUi  lostmoUons,  bat  with  a  view  to  making  fcbowm 
that  opiaioo  u  well  to  the  other  branches  ot  the  Oorcra- 
mentaa  to  the  world,  199;  la  thia  House  without  "  power 
tooompel  the  Pitaldent*'!  193;  acase  supposed,  IM; 
wbesover  the  oonititBtloB  has  given  na  the  power,  wttk- 
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out  qiullllcfttloa  to  do  u>f  kL,  w*  mn»t  tM  T«t«d  wltk 
A  dlMretlonarr  power  to  detamlM  npan  tU  «zp«dltiiC7t 
m ;  It  will  not  be  pretended  that  erer^  nation  that  haa 
Mtablished  free  Inatltntloiu  will  always  act  with  Jnatlce 
iDiUdlvBtes,  IM;  Iftbe  m^tf  ofthli  Htnue alumld 
BOSatlTfl  this  reaolattoB,  would  not  the  utloa  tUnktlili 
Souse  was  In  fcTor  cf  eonpTomlslng  the  fkitnra  nmtral- 
l^eftheeonntrT-f  IM;  whf  la  It  prapasad  tasUpnlate 
irtth  tba  Sonth  American  Qorenmeoti  tbatwewEll  not 
permit  ft>IoQltatlon  on  onr  terrttory  f  ItS ;  the  Prerident 
sends  a  propoattlon  lavitlDg  onr  free  determination  npoa 
it,  and  WD  are  t<rid  by  his  oonfldenttal  friend*  that  we 
tuoat  not  look  Into  the  details,  195;  is  this  free  detennl- 
iumoB?lflO;  principles aie every tUnf. in polltiea,lH; 
ean  aaj  one  doubt  that  a  polltleal  eonnactloB  la  ««t«D> 
plated  with  the  eon  federated  Oovemmanta  of  Sooth 
Amerlcft  diOmnt  from  the  connection  wo  havo  with 
any  other  OownmsBtf  196;  what  canbeaBldlBdeftnca 
of  the  pledge  at  Panama  1 197;  do  gentlemen  peraelre 
what  nets  are  spread  fbr  as  ?  19T ;  we  have  been  fiirbld' 
den  to  look  IntoHhe  docnmentson  onr  t»btB  for  evidence 
of  the  facts  In  lelatton  to  this  subject,  198 ;  extract  from 
u  ofBdal  newqtaper,  198;  eommeata  at  Vaahlngton, 
199;  »onns«tfttMarti«to,lf9;  tarmssf  thecomapond- 
onoe  relating  to  tUt  Coognsa,  900;  tha  Preeldent  thinks 
bo  has  rendered  tbe  measure  harmleia,  and  promises  not 
to  "commit  onr  neutrality,"  900;  the  material  question 
to  be  decided  is  whether  we  will  approve  of  the  pnr- 
pooes  avowedly  Intended  to  be  effected  at  Panama  at  the 
baiard  of  an  entanglement  of  which  no  one  can  see  tbe 
end,  sol;  the  doctrines  assented  to  defeat  this  amend- 
ment are  the  asms  Identical  doctrines  which  prevailed 
Id  nd  wen  the  esasa  of  tha  relga  of  terror,  901 ;  Is  It 
not  true  that  mrw  gentlemen  are  looking  fat  a  re  rival 
of  the  prindples  which  predominated  tn  that  iaj  1 901 ; 
an  inciilent  never  to  be  forgotten,  908. 

What  doea  the  President  allt^  as  the  primary  indnoe- 
mentto  tbe  depntatlon  of  the  mission  T  9D8;  tbe  slave 
trade  and  the  island  <a  Hay  tl,  SOi ;  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico, 
2M ;  onr  policy  shonld  vary  aocordlog  to.  drenmstances, 
S0«;  tbe  transferof  the  lalanda,  9M ;  we  stand  uacom- 
mlttedaBBllddeSiiOi;  this  mission  wlU  beworae  than 
useless,  105;  wa  bnt  a  Cmgttm  <tf  onr  owb,  lot  ns 
attead  to  that,  sad  we  shall  have  enoogh  to  do,  206;  a 
decent  exeose  agatast  the  aeeeptaaee  of  this  Invltstloa 
would  bare  satisfled  those  powers  who  made  It,  906 ; 
objections  to  the  mission,  909 ;  ostensible  object  of  the 
Holy  Alliance,  907;  this  declaratlun  ought  not  to  have 
been  viewed  as  a  pledge,  807 ;  the  Mexican  Qovernment 
oasBot  view  it  in  that  light  after  the  explanaUon,  806; 
for  what  do  wacoma  to  this  plaaeT  909;  ol^ectof  th« 
dadaratlOB  of  Honroa,  900;  will  thia  House  assara*  to 
giro  iDStmetions  to  our  foreign  Ulnlstorsf  SIO;  will 
ujr  one  pretend  to  the  right  of  annexing  condUioos  to 
^tproprlstions  for  the  support  of  MinistorsT  SIO;  what 
ahonld  be  onr  coune  were  France  or  any  other  great 
nation  of  Europe  to  attempt  to  sut^ugnte  and  plant  Its 
power  either  In  Hextoo,  Cuba  or  Porto  BIco  T  911;  Or- 
CBButaneos  nndet  wUeh  thay  wonld  be  ptaeed,  811 ; 
mtnld  Bot  BOoh  an  attempt  Jutliy  bb  1b  taking  daddad 
meaaam  to  pnre&tttT  919;  the  dadaratloa wUtdi tt 
is  propoeed  to  eoaslder,  913 ;  it  is  onr  Intareet  that  tba 
Islaad  of  Cnba  shonld  be  owned  by  a  weak  nation  or  re- 
main a  colony,  918;  the  Holy  Alllanoe,  918;  the  drcum- 
staBoes  attending  our  Invitation  to  sand  Ministers  to 
Panama  oaonr  porta  want  of  delicacy,  918; 

the  destiny  of  Gaba,  914;  tba  pledge  Ifonroe,  914, 
SU ;  yoB  eonmlt  an  act  of  war  agalnit  Bpoln  the  mo- 
xoont  your  Ministers  Join  in  tha  dlsouaslnns  of  that  Con* 
frtm,  916;  In  irtiat  attttnda  doaa  tUs  PaBsma  nlnlon 
plana  «r  tU;  tUi  iMaann  en^  to  ba  araldad  If  poa- 


dble,916;  Great  Brit^  vlU  ba  eompeUad to a 
war  sgaiast  as,  917  ;  reeolatlon  of  tba  oonmittaa  lost, 
91T;  bill  passed,  918. 

In  the  Benate,  nomination  of  Poinsett  In  plaee  of  An- 
derson, deceased,  899;  reairiatloB  that  It  la  inexpedient 
to  appoint,  loet,  S99;  appoEatmant  oonflrmed,  998.  jSm 
Actae,  vol.  8. 

PABsm,  AbBMm  K.,  Senator  fhim  Malaa,  497;  ml  Um  SBr> 
Tlvlng  oBeen  of  tha  BevohittoB,  478-489;  Ob  a  gnat 
of  laud  to  Kenyoa  Coltege,  US ;  on  tha  dn^  on  joi>- 
lasses,  BOO;  on  the  duty  on  oordage,  MW. 

Par  of  MlnUUr%.—8et  Indtas  vols.  S,  6. 

Payfntmi  of  IrUerMt  to  Stata.-'la  tbe  Senate,  bill  fur  the 
payment  of  interest  on  money  expended  la  tbe  late  war 
by  the  Btatas,  centldarad,fiTO;  moved  to  naka  tbe  pi^ 
ncnts  heretofore  mads  api^leable  In  the  flnt  instaaoa 
toaxtlngnishthalat«reat,S71;  history  of  tbe  elalma  pre- 
ferred by  the  States  571 ;  motion  cairied,  B71 ;  motltm 
to  flx  the  rata  of  iatertat,  fi71 ;  carried,  &T1 ;  prlndpla 
upon  which  the  Qovernment  has  hitherto  refused  to  pay 
fsterest'on  advances,  071;  time  when  interest  should 
Oommence,  6TS;  the  uniform  custom  of  the  Government 
M9;  error,  S79;  cause  of  the  delay  In  settling  the  se- 
oonnl%  079;  other  eaasaa,  678;  blU  ordered  to  ba  am* 
grossed,  sn. 

PuBoa,  Dnras     Ml  an  ameadmeBt  to  the  oonstltntlon,  19; 

on  retrenchment,  701.  See  Indem,  voL  8L 
Pemal  Code  <^  the  United  Statee.~Se*  IndeiB,  voL  & 
i-eN«enttorytofiU.OWrie^bUIralattTato,90L  StelndeK, 

vol.& 

PmfMy/ronto  Inevrgenlt.See  Index,  toL  1. 
PenefoM  BtU,  BeveinUtMory.—aee  Indtx,  vol  7. 
Peneiene  to  wunded  Qfioere  of  Me  War  ^mX—See  In- 
vol.  & 

Ferry,  Ommodort.—\n  the  Ronse,  a  resolntlon  relative  to 
tbe  removal  of  the  remains  ol^  considered,  998;  letter 
from  the  widow,  858;  within  the  competency  of  the 
&eotetar;of  the  Navy  to  order  a  vessel  to  touch  at  Trini- 
dad, 958 ;  object  not  to  have  the  removal  done  In  secreeyt 
9S8;  that  the  grave  of  Perry  may  become  one  of  tbe 
shrines  vS  the  couatry,  S64;  resolntlon  agreed  to^  264. 

PxTBB,  Oxosaa,  ob  removal  of  ^a  ramalaa  vS  Commodore 
ParT7,998L  See Indv9,yfA.%. 

PetUiotu,  reception  ^."See  Indem,  vol.  %  and  Jndex,  vols. 
1  and  6.  Slaverjf. 

FnxLrs,  Elisha,  Representative  tma  Coanectlent,  609.  See 
Indear,  vols,  T,  8. 

Philadelphia  Frigate,  eaptore  ef.—ln  the  Senate,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Susan  Deeatnr  aikd  others,  considered,  499 ; 
a  statement  of  tha  bets  and  of  tbe  gtonnds  upon  which 
the  committee  ivoceeded,  490 ;  extract  of  a  lett^  from 
Commodore  Stewart,  499;  do.  of  Capt  BpeBo^lliOO;  do. 
of  Commodore  Cbanncy,  fi0(i;  doi  of  Capta.  Corane  and 
Bldgoley,  SCO;  Decatur  origlnatod  the  daring  scheme, 
500 ;  forther  bets,  601 ;  oonf  equences  of  this  riotory,  901 ; 
statement  of  Dootnr  Eldgeley,  901 ;  statement  of  the 
American  Consul  at  Tunis,  902;  is  any  pecnnlary  reward 
now  duo  to  the  captors  of  the  Philadelphia f  SOS;  tbe 
amonnt  wblch  ooght  to  be  granted,  508 ;  moUoa  to  fill 
tba  blaak,  carried,  601 :  bUl  passed,  BOl 

PiBBaov,  laaao,  Kepresentative  from  Now  Jersey,  W. 

Piraev  in  tHe  Weet  Jndie*.—S«e  Indeat,  vols.  7,  8. 

Puirr,  0AT1D,  Bepresentotlve  from  Connecticut,  609. 

Polar  Expuditlou,  memorlol  relative  to,  878;  debate  relatlva 
to,  In  the  House,  418L 

PoLx,  Jambs  K.,  on  iho  amendment  to  the  oonstltntlon,  8; 
relative  to  the  Chlckaeaw  and  Cboetaw  Indians,  40T; 
Eeprasaatatlve  tnm  Taaneassa,  610;  <n  mllUia  eosrts 
martial,  050.  Bee  Indea,  vol  & 

Portttgal,  commtnse  toUK—Se*  Indm,  vol.  7. 

Aitcva  q^jr«t0qMvan^-A«  Mia^  ToL  ft 
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JMoMMfer  &m«ral,  talaiy  ttf^In  tli»  B«ut«, «  UU  to  In- 
ereaae,  considered,  2U;  datlea  and  rcspotialbillUaa  oftlie 
Postnuator  eqaallj  responalblo  with  thoae  of  tbe  He«d  of 
BBj  otber  Depmrtment,  3M;  thb  officer,  In  the  amnga- 
tnent  of  MtUr^hM  been  left  bound  his  cUaa,  894;  thia 
bill  li  u  iDnoTatioo,  S84;  exceptionable  In  the  mode  «t 
bringing  fimnrd,  884;  It  plncoa  hli  ialwj  abore  tbnt  of 
tbe  Vice  Preaideot  and  Chief  Jottiee,  SB5;  bill  poaad, 
880;  Procee<Iingsinth«HoaM,4«.  SitAdtB,T6ii. 

eo$t-<HSic*  Patrtmage.—SM  Index,  toL  0. 

fotomac  Siter  Bridge.— 8e»  Iitdtm,  roL  & 

PowxLL,  Atma  IL,  on  Soath  Ameriean  relationa,  a,  St,  TS ; 
on  tbe  Panama  Mission,  H ;  on  bee  negraea  in  tbe  Die* 
tiict  of  Colombia,  8M;  on  the  appointment  of  Chu^^a, 
Sn;  reporto  on  free  btedta  la  the  DIatriet  of  ColnnUa, 
STB;  on  snfferen  hj  Are  in  Alexandria,  888;  on  SlaTerj 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  41&.  Sm  lnd«o,  roL  8. 

Pre-emption,  U«  Sight  <^.—Su  Indrz^  toL  7. 

PrtMmejf,  wcaney  im.—SM  IndM,  toL  1. 
JYtMwUai  suction  in.  tfu  Eimtt-SM  Indm,  ToL  a 
Jhtvtout  QtMtHotk—SM  Mtm,  \tA%.  1, 4,  & 
iVfaofa  Imsm  <n  aervfOAi-^SM  JM«^  TflL  S. 
J'rIsaUen.—SM  Jndtx,  vola.  4,  & 

J'ropagatlng  Me  Goipei  among  (Ae  JfeoOlefi.— Aa  Indw, 

•wiA.1. 

ProUcUrt  J>vUtt.~St4  InOtr,  toL  1,  and  Adi^  vols.  St  & 
i>i>t^  oa  A^pfA 

PiiNie  BuUding«.—!<fe  Indent,  vols,  fi,  7. 

AfUfo  t>^^vUert.—8e4  Index,  toL  7. 

J>ii5U0  DoonmemU^euppreM^  tf.—S»e  Index,  toL  7. 

PidMo  Debl— In  the  Senate,  a  resolntkiD  relatlre  to,  oon- 
■Idered,SS9;  qnettloBoremrlnthoeouitntoaoBofthe 
BinUng  Fnnd,  629;  note,  980;  nature  and  amonnt  of 
nnexpended  balances,  580;  the  proposal  to  repeal  tbe 
reservation  of  two  IlllIllon^  S81 ;  the  authority  giren  to 
the  Commlsdiinera  \>j  the  6th  section  of  the  Sinking 
Fand,  081 ;  abatl  this  aeenmnlatlon  of  money  go  to  the 
bank  for  nothing,  or  be  lavlshad  upon  unknown  and  nn- 
knowable  objects,  or  be  spiled  to  tbe  redootlon  of  the 
public  debtr  fiSl;  who  ol^eot  to  eonftrring  authority 
•pan  theCommlsaloneiaf  OSS;  on  Uie probable  tiraoln 
which  the  debt  wiQ  be  paid,  088. 

No  error  In  the  act  <tf  March  8,  ISIT,  either  In  principle 
or  construction,  681 ;  reason  why  two  millions  was  dl< 
rected  to  be  reserved,  CM;  further  debate/SSO;  are 
these  ot^ta  of  more  preariog  Importance  than  the  pay- 
ment of  this  additional  two  million*  to  the  public  debt  I 
SBS;  balanM  In  the  bank,  688;  Airtber  remarks,  687; 
reaolatiim  agreed  tc^  687. 

AbHe  Lrnide,  GradwMon  ta  Me  prtea  b  tbe  Senste^ 
the  bill  relatlre  to,  oonsldeted,  fttS ;  latereat  bit  by  tbe 
people  uf  Alabama,  In  tb*  bill,  M9 ;  rights  acquired  by 
the  United  States,  by  oonqaest,  548 ;  the  eonreyance  of 
Tlr^nla,  648 ;  all  the  States  entitled  to  their  waste  land 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  64V ;  a  new  era  oceurrod  before 
any  new  Statea  were  admitted,  040 ;  eonld  any  States, 
by  fODipect,  eonlto  thdr  aoTcrelgnty  npon  the  rnlt«d 
Btatoa,  OCO;  tha  prindplea  of  the  law  of  naUMo,  0B1; 
attempt  on  the  part  vX  tbo  Ex«catlT«,  throngb  the  Bee- 
relary,  to  prevent  emIgratloB  to  the  new  HUtea,  001 ; 
it  la  said  the  gradoatliig  prlndplo  of  the  bill  will  prodnee 
a  rapid  depredation  in  the  price  of  the  public  land,  OCS ; 
the  friends  of  the  present  land  system  are  the  last  that 
ought  to  say  any  thing  about  apecnlatioa,  on ;  Itlsaatd 
'  to  be  danganwa  and  Immonl,  to  anoonrage  *  ayiteiB  ei 
■peflalaHoB  amsng  onr  dtlaena,  8Ul 

A  meanin  ealeulatcd  to  give  eToi7  man  ahMH,  ahooU 
find  an  adrocate  is  every  patriot  and  philanthropist, 
AB7 ;  elgbt  Btatai  and  Territorlea  bam  muBOriallud 


Congreaa  on  this  >ult)ect,  097 ;  diftrrat  systems  adi^tcd 
by  Congreaa  for  tbe  disposal  of  its  domain,  (MS;  dfgraa 
of  graduation  proposed,  66S ;  amount  trf  land  ofllmd  Ihr 
■a1e,M8;  the  p<q>ulatlon  willing  to  enldvate  thcae  lands^ 
088;  the  moat  InHexIble  vlrtao  found  anung  tbe  moat 
ponnitooB  nf  onr  dtltena,  66B;  the  population  wnt  af 
the  Allef  hulet,  MB ;  objected  that  the  meMore  win  la- 
dnea  emigration  from  the  older  Btatea, 688;  Itls^da 
tednoHon  of  price  will  enconrage  apecnUtlon,  670;  efltat 
npon  tbe  finances  of  the  country,  OTO;  th^provlaloa  tt 
pToposea  to  make  In  ftvor  of  the  actual  settler,  OTIlL 

OlflecU  of  the  UU,  075;  amonnt  irf  land  held  by  tte 
Oovemment,  OTO;  natnro  nt  the  pTovWon*  of  the  bill, 
676;  tbeir  practical  effect,  578;  oltMIona  to  tbebUI,S7l; 
tbe  price  of  all  the  land  held  by  indlvidoals,  wlU  be  snk 
to  tbe  aeale  of  prioM  fixed  In  tbe  bin,  677;  noona  wfll 
buy  until  the  lands  CUl  to  the  lowest  price,  677;  appre- 
hension of  speculators,  0T8 ;  the  Federal  Oovommeat 
will  not  get  the  valoe  of  its  lands,  078;  the  donatiaB 
daose,  0T8 ;  extract  Itom  the  British  Quarteriy  Bot!**, 
579;  its  libellous  character,  579;  thveetrion  daasevHO; 
ftirtber  debate,  081 ;  bill  rejected,  S8S ;  motion  to  feeoiH 
aider  laid  on  tbe  table,  088.  See  Index,  vol.  & 
AUto  £MdK-«M  iiutea^  nU.  1,  B,  1^  8^  T. 

ijNatwnt  "MMoHol  ^— Am  iMM^  vola  1, 1;  8L 


Rawat,  Wiuiak,  BepiwentaHv*  tmta  Penmylvaala,  800. 

Baxdolph,  JoHiT,  on  the  salary  of  the  Poatmaatep^nenl, 
264;  Eepresentatlve  from  Tirglnla,  689;  on  tbe  case  of 
Martgny  D'Autcrive,  US-tOS;  relative  to  captured  AM- 
caas,  810 ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  nilea,  604 ;  on  '"'"*'^ 
courts  martial,  >B8;  on  retienobiiKnt,  075-88S-71&  See 
/»rf*B:,30K«,8,4.^^7,8. 

BAiTsnr,  CBUBTopinn,  deeeme  oC  SA.  See  fitdem,  vda.  t,  7. 

Jaiiwin,fmlWMHoii  tf.—Se$  Index,  velL  B. 

Seal  MtOe  and  Stdvee,  9alnaHo»  tfi—See  Attar,  T*L  BL 

Bz£B,  JoBir,  on  Booth  Ameriean  nlatlona,T8;  OBtbaPna> 
ama  Mission,  lOD;  BepreeentatlTa  from  Vnwnbinltn. 
809.  ^/tHfAi-,vots.fi,T,& 

Rtporitrt  to  Me  Senate,  ordered,  473, 

JteprtMntaUon^  ratio  o/.—Se*  Inder,  Tola,  1,  S,  4. 

Jtepreeeniatirte,  qwd^0eittb»      Am  Index,  toL  8L 

Beetgnaiion,  doee  U  eanet  •  paeancf  tSie  Mem,  vnL  1. 

JUtotntlan  reUtlra  to  the  deeraee  of  Chriati^ber  KanUa, 
84;  ratettre  to  a  western  arBMny.dT;  relatiTe  to  rafa> 
tlons  of  the  United  Btatea  with  Booth  American  States; 
48-69 ;  calling  for  Information  relatlTc  to  Sonih  Ameri- 
can relations,  T8 ;  relative  to  a  national  Snnthem  road, 
77;  relative  to  cargoes  of  slave  vessels,  91 ;  relative  to 
unendment  of  the  coostltotion,91;  on  th«  appi^nia' 
tlon  for  the  Pannma  Mission,  88^81;  relative  to  the  nf 
alienation  «f  Cuba,  113;  relsdve  to  the  rematas  Coen. 
Peny,  888;  on  deeeaae  of  Nleboba  Tan  Dyfce,«8;  on 
decease  of  Joaeidi  Mellvalne,  868;  on  apfialatnaent  of 
committees  in  Uie  Benate,  S7S;  rcladre  to  the  emigm 
tion  of  Indians,  845-844;  relative  to  encroachment  on 
the  Choctaw  lands,  847;  on  decease  of  Bobert  P.  Henrr, 
849;  on  dee(>aae  of  Jamea  'Johnao&,8D0,  on  dcceaao  of 
Henry  P.  Wilson,  800;  on  a  wcatem  amoiy,  KiO;  on 
ftm  aegroea  In  tb«  XHittlct  of  CotnmUa,  801;  iriattn 
to  tha  lathmna  itf  Panama,  808;  on  tatnaal  In^rwa- 
nent,  880-881;  nlaUve  to  tba  inttring  QnAM,  888; 
relatlTa  to  tbe  Florldn  Indiana,  81*;  nlaliTe  to  n S»wf 
Taid  M  PUtade4U%88Bi  «B  iwnoraler  CbocBwtoi 
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dlv»i  8W ;  on  ezporUtloD  of  £re«  people  of  ealor,  STO ; 
on  the  tpp«latm«nt  of  Charges  dea  ASklrat,  8TI ;  RltUlra 
toBsTolationHy  pMisloiien,875;  nUtlr*  to  pmem- 
tlon  of  Ut«  ode  Umber,  8T6;  lelsttn  to  lud  Utios  In 
AriLuuu^nB;  on  thoMdlUitnlaw,  SSI;  nkUn  tonf- 
ftran  bj'  lln  In  Alunudria,  868;  nlktlre  to  deaf  and 
dnmb  Hflninj,  4M;  nUtlTe  to  OeorgU  and  tho  Creek 
Indiana,  418;  relatire  to  a  canal  round  Miude  iboala, 
4S8;  raUttre  to  t«rTltariai  OoTemon,  489 ;  of  Uunka  to 
the  Speaker,  Ml ;  on  snbsorlptlon  to  a  Bcgtater  of  De* 
bates,  4M;  relative  to  Oeoisia  and  Om  United  Statea, 
m-UO;  reUtlTO  to  reporters IbrtboBenata,  475;  rela- 
tire to  public  landa,  4T8;  relaUro  ts  mnivlng  oflleeta 
ortboBaTolntloii,4T8;  on  the  deeeaae  of  Mj^tor-Geaaral 
Bn>wB,SiM;,nUtlT«  to  to  pnbUo  debt,fi»;  retaUTe 
toaiyonniaient,B69;  relatire  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
SUtea,  011 ;  relatire  to  land  wansnta,  ttt ;  relative  to 
a  weeteni  armory,  CSS;  relative  to  removal  of  the  In- 
diana, 9Sl ;  relative  to  the  eoast  transportation  of  alavea, 
tt4;  relative  to  a  easal  In  Michigan,  63S;  relative  to  a 
painting  of  the  battle  of  Hew  Orleana,  88T;  relative  to 
tbe  coaat  mrvey,  840 ;  relattre  to  eaptnred  Afrkanit 
856;  relative  to  mllltl*  eoartanniHal,  968;  niative  to 
the  decease  of  Geoiga  Hdemibc^  668;  relative  to  re* 
trenchment,  668: 
MttrenokmenL—Jn  the  Honse,  reaolntlons  considered,  663; 
they  eontemplate  the  establlafament  of  a  grand  national 
tmtb— that  a  national  debt  Is  a  national  oune,  and  should 
be  dlKharged  with  convenient  despatch,  868 ;  other  prop- 
«aItloni,  66if ;  the  nueoMaMj  nnmber  of  officen^  868 ; 
aalariea  to  be  reduced,  670;  snneeeaaarjrezpendltureaof 
pnbllc  money,  8T0 ;  printing  is  the  flnt  item  In  the  list 
tit  extravagaocea,  670;  ft  is  laid,  salarlea  dionld  be  re- 
dnoed,  6Tt;  unemployed  military  olBeefs,  671;  onr  own 
eompeosaUon,  671 ;  can  any  evU  reealt  from  ordering 
this  Inquiry  r  673 ;  all  tbe  public  expenditures  should  be 
•attl^eted  to  a  most  rigid  oxamlnaUon,  672;  this  reaoln- 
Uon  cannot  accompUsh  the  reform,  678 ;  duties  of  flftb 
udltor,  vn ;  the  snbjeot  of  onr  own  pay,  VI9, 

This  reftm,acaae  which  onght  to  be^n  nt  borne,  675; 
partlcolara  In  whleh  the  •xpenaaa  of  tbe  Oovemment 
*re  toohl^678;  whenever  Booney  Is  plsn^,  and  every 
tUng  la  at  tbe  highest  price,  that  price  forms  a  good 
reason  wby  salaries  must  be  raised,  677 ;  ttiat  is  a  good 
government  which  takes  from  the  people  nothing  that 
It  can  spare,  678 ;  object  to  abolish  useless  oRlcea,  reduce 
extmva^t  salaries,  and  a^y  tbe  aaviuga  to  the  pay- 
ments the  debt,  IT8;  occMhn  wbea  the  army  was  re- 
duced, 679;  &sU«naUe  to  say,  we  are  dlacharglnic  the 
national  debt  rapidly,  679;  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
bas  been  rapidly  advancing,  680 ;  only  one  blU  passed 
this  session,  and  that  to  provide  pay  for  the  members, 
860;  the  gentleman  fhim  Kentucky  speaks  the  honest 
•pinion  of  seven-eighths  of  the  voters  of  the  country, 
680 ;  it  is  aaid  tbe  particular  mischief  shonld  be  pointed 
«at,  which  It  waa  Intended  to  remedy,  OSl;  the  odop- 
tfarn  at  tbti  toMsnn  would  do  good,  889;  let  na  begin 
by  ledndng  ont  own  compensation,  889 ;  amendment 
moved,  68S ;  not  reealt  In  any  thing  benefldal,  6S3 ;  ob- 
ject to  asMTtaln  If  abuses  exist  In  the  pabiic  expendl- 
tnrea,  682 ;  if  abuses  exist,  where  Is  the  lhalt  T  688 ;  the 
question  ts,  whether  the  present  admin latratton  Is  a 
pcodlgaland  wasleftilone,  or  not,  683;  If  ft  la  so,  let  the 
ibet  be  made  to  appear,  and  be  reported  to  us,  and  let 
nveiy  member  tremble  for  the  eonseqneneea  that  will 
swiit  Um  from  an  IndlgtuDt  |Hihlia^  884 ;  West  Point 
Academy,  8M;  prevtoaa  pnposItioQ  prcsentod,  681; 
recommended  by  the  President,  685;  a  prospect  of  do- 
ing something,  6S5 ;  desire  to  do  tbe  public  busfness. 
and  re  tarn  boaw,  665 ;  no  extnvaganoo  or  abase  has 
been  speeUed,  686 ;  BUendment  to  tba  unendment  of- 


fered, 686 ;  not  consistent  with  tbe  dignity  of  this  Honso 
to  entertain  JarlsdicUon  of  any  qnesUon,  which  Is  either 
Intended  or  calculated  to  have  a  pvUtleal  bearing  on 
either  political  party,  6S6;  Incompatible  with  the  Intei^ 
eats  of  the  country  to  carry  on  this  disensaloa,  68T ;  two 
Departmenta  of  the  Govemment  well  oiiga^xed,  687; 
how  were  these  Improvements  effected,  667;  In  vain  to 
attempt  benefldal  reftirms,  unless  proper  men  are  at 
the  head  of  Departments,  6ST;  the  llouse  appears  to 
deem  tbe  inquiry  necessary  and  proper,  0S9;  Adnilnis* 
tiatioa  reqwnslble  Ibr  the  iqtpllcatloii  of  the  rarioos 
contingent  funds  pUoed  at  their  disposal,  668. 

This  Howe  Is  oonvertod  Into  an  dactkncerlng  arena, 
188;  tbe  amendment  and  tbe  peculiar  atato  of  things  in 
which  we  are,  888;  no  man  ahoold  ba  trusted  to  try  his 
own  ease;  for  this  reason,  the  amendment  should  not 
pass,  688 ;  the  public  mind  In  a  state  of  excitement  snch 
at  must  ever  exist  on  the  eve  of  a  political  battle,  6S9; 
never  but  one  Administration  which  was  sertonsly  dis- 
posed to  give  up  Its  patronage,  E80 ;  we  are  ashed  why 
doyou  notspecliyi681;  the  public  prlnt]na:,6Bl;  otb^ 
abuses,  603 ;  this  Inquiry  will  end  In  smoke,  693 ; "  master- 
ly  tnacavlty,"689;  n«<e,e09;  dn^of  theCommlttea  on 
FnUlc  Expenditures,  688 ;  neeesaity  of  tlw  rcnolutioft  pre- 
cluded, 6»3;  object  of  tbe  discussion,  608;  West  Polnt,608; 
tbe  present,  an  honest  Administration,  ably  admiolsterfd, 
693;  supernumeraries  at  West  Point,  608;  strange  course 
of  argument,  604;  let  us  see  If  the  Admlntstratiun  is  sa 
pare  as  they  would  have  na  believe,  604;  abases,  604;  S 
imvcnt  of  the  exdtoment  being  aUv>d  bf  means  of 
the  rasolntion,  605 ;  this  la  a  qnestlon  which  does  not 
chanctorlie  party  In  this  Honse,  685 ;  manner  In  which 
cadets  wore  Introduced  at  Wcet  Point,  605;  benefits  of 
the  Military  Academy  are  given  to  the  well-bom,  695; 
whoarein  this  academy?  606;  tbe  supposed  prodigality 
and  extravagance  of  the  Oovemment  has  affordal  a  rich 
tbeme  for  declamation,  606;  nnebarltoble  to  make  this 
charge  without  bettor  information,  696;  thU  Mllltory 
Academy  ahouM  not  be  nbullataed,  807;  It  Is  complained 
that  there  are  bow  •ereral  sapemumerary  cadets,  687; 
admonition  to  order,  687. 

What  waa  the  original  reaolntion  f  69S;  the  introdne- 
tion  of  the  resolution  not  censurable,  ;  a  President 
not  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votei,  GB8;  what 
dectoratlona  have  been  mader600;  the  Administration 
fbar  no  inqnfryor  scrutiny,  609;  a  word  In  regard  to 
West  Point,  6S0;  amount  of  the  sums  placed  at  the  dis- 
cretionary dbpoaal  ia  tbe  Fresldeat,  700 ;  ob)oct  of  tho 
first  propoalttoB  of  the  amendment,  700;  the  next  In- 
quiry, 7o0 ;  West  Point  more  creditable  to  this  Oovem- 
ment than  anyotber  institution  In  It,  701;  for  whom  It 
shonld  be  made  a  school,  TDl ;  hirther  remarks  relative 
to  West  Point,  709;  noU,  703;  Washington  adduced  an 
the  founder  of  West  Ptdnt,  708;  the  contingent  Aind  of 
tbe  Ouvernmcnt,  708;  a  well-timed  propoailion  for  re- 
trenchment not  objectionable,  708;  ennseqnences  of  bring- 
ing the  PresUentU  nuvaas  Into  thla  Uune,  to  be  d^re- 
cated,  701;  snbfecta  brought  under  discuarion,  704;  the 
AdmlDbtmtionofWadtingtonantf  party  qrfrit,  705;  Ad- 
mlnbtratlon  of  JefTerson,  70S;  ottjectsof  bringing  thfao 
&cts  forward,  706 ;  the  stracture  of  our  InstitotloDs  at- 
tacked, 706;  what  profit  will  bcderivedfromtUsdebatO, 
707;  every  one,  almost  wilhont  exception,  seems  to  yield 
assent  to  these  resolutions,  TOT;  the  people  wUl  attend 
to  the  election  of  President  themselves  If  permitted  so 
to  do,  T07 ;  moat  Itomldable  preparations  Ibr  eoatlaidiig 
the  debate,  706 ;  too  much  vigilance  cannot  exist  on  th« 
part  of  the  authorities,  In  watching  the  public  expendi- 
tures, 70S;  cannot  expect  tbe  victorious  party  to  select 
their  advetaarles  in  the  distribution  of  patronage,  TOO. 

The  promtaent  point  of  Inquiry  baa  bow  btooau  tt* 
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fbnlgn  MrrlM  of  th*  eoantrf,  utd  th*  apendltnn  vf 
thef[iiid>qiprapristedfl>rd«ft^iiglta«zpeBae,710;  ni 
Important  topic,  TIO ;  famr  ordered  b^tlie  const!  to  tlon, 
TID;  th«  Uw  relBtlve  thereto,  711 ;  the  taw  of  Fobnuur, 
1T98,  ni ;  luboeqnent  acta,  711,  719 ;  the  kllowsncea  to 
the  President  were  the  acta  of  other  AdmlDiatrations, 
T12 ;  Ur.  Adams  had  nothing  to  do  with  lettliDg  bia  own 
Hcoiuils,  nS;  no  fbrrign  Mlnlater  baa  raeolTed  leat  than 
he,  71S;  Ui  Mrrlcea,  718;  the  alhnrance,  T18,  lU; 
charges  upon  Ui  IHeiida,T14;  curTing  tha  war  Into  Afr 
Ilea, 716;  •mattar<fTeci«ntnotorletj',TlS;  ebarge>,717; 
diplomatic  expeiuesoftheOoTBmmeBt,TI8;  small  sala- 
ries, IK;  "  wait,  wait,  there  ta  a  lion  In  the  path,"  719; 
parody,  719 ;  what  coald  caiue  the  old  Bepnbltcan  party 
of  New  Eoicland  to  be  now  acting  with  na  f  720 ;  Peter 
Foreoplne,  720;  Uonsieur  Macon,  710;  alllanee  between 
two  great  leaders.  East  and  West,  781 ;  Oen.  JaAsoti^ 
talenta,  7SI ;  mlgar  error  that  learning  and  wisdom  ata 
sjaonTTnoos,  722;  CRnuwell,  T8S;  WaahtDgton,  TSS; 
tbe  preaont  Cabinet,  7»;  pMOllirlUea  of  talent,  7S8; 
further  remarka,  724-737. 

One  thing  to  offer  a  resolation  like  the  present  and 
another  thing  to  vote  on  it,  728 ;  reason  why  the  resoIn> 
tloiuihoQld  not  have  been  brought  forward,  728 ;  pointa 
ofUie  readutioD  considered,  7SS;  pajrment  on  the  debt, 
780;  how  Is  the  MUiul  expeaditara  itlatribnted,  7S1;  If 
ntrandimeat  wan  Becasaary  tbara  eonld  not  be  a  more 
IhTorable  tima,  7S9;  raaaons  Ibr  not  voting  to  )af  tha 
naolntltHi  on  tbe  taUa,  7SS;  the  diplomatle  Intercotiiga 
of  the  conntry  haa  been  charged  with  mismanagement 
and  extraraganoe,  7S8;  this  point  considered,  7SS,  784; 
Uberty  is  a  precions  gift,  7SS ;  the  natnre  of  man  is  the 
tame  under  Bepnbllcs  and  Monarchies,  785 ;  the  Repnh- 
lie  la  alwsja  In  most  danger  in  timea  like  the  present, 
18S;  the  present  AdmlDlstratloD  bsTO  not  the  teaatdalm 
to  mailt  fbr  paying  the  pnUlo  debt,  786 ;  obeerrations 
.  on  tha  last  PracldentlBl  election,  780;  the  preoedantof 
tba  last  election,  if  eonHrmed  by  tbe  people,  will  be 
most  dangerous,  787 ;  what  waa  the  lltst  Important  act  <rf 
the  present  Administration,  787;  the  oontlngent  ex- 
peoaea  of  foreign  tatereooiaa,  787, 788 ;  did  Congreaa  ever 
mean  tba  oatflt  abould  ba  allowed  npon  the  transfiir  of  a 
lIlBlster&amonaaoiirttoaaotliar,  788;  aeeonntaof  Mr. 
Adams,  788,  740;  oonstructlTe  Joninay,  741;  bilHard 
table  In  the  Preaidanfa  Honae,  741 ;  In  what  namwr 
oni^t  our  hOnlatera  to  appear  abroad,  742 ;  example  of 
tba  Bonuuus  742. 

Two  festnraa  common  to  all  ttte  propoeitlona,  748; 
reasons  for  a  TSTision  of  the  expenses,  744;  It  laaald  the 
Administration  la  dlatlngoiabed  for  extraordinary  eeono- 
ny,744;  examined,  741;  amount  of  eontribatlons  levied 
an  the  people,  745;  trae  mode  of  testing  the  eeonomy  of 
tiia  Oorammeat^  740 ;  axtnot  from  Jefibnon'a  Mewage, 
T47 ;  what  teapaet  baa  been  paid  by  tba  AdmlntatratloB 
to  fbooa  great  maxims  of  fiscal  responsibility  Inenleated 
by  Jcfl^no^  T48;  why  la  the  proposition  of  ratrancb- 
ment  metas  an  attack  on  the  Adminiatratlon  748;  snma 
ftimlshed  the  present  Administration,  740;  increase  in 
tha  aggregate  expeadltarea,  750;  ExecutiTe  raqtonaibla, 
TOO;  ftirtber  debate,  TBI ;  reaolatlona  adoptad,  7K 

JFerenw  CWtorft— Ass  IkdM,  Tat.  4. 

ir«v«Mt^  CbBseMM  qfi—Bt»  Indm,  tti,  & 

Xertnm*,  BiU  for  the  dbtribatbm  at.  88& 

BaabMon,  BmrMnff  QffUurt  (/—In  the  Hoose,  a  bOl  fbr 
tba  Tallef  oi;  considered,  218;  tbo  offleers  of  the  army 
todependent  of  their  military  oocapatlons,  had,  In  com* 
mon  with  their  feliowdtlsens,  to  bear  loasea,  21S;  lot- 
tar  of  Waablngton,  219;  manner  In  which  the  oScera 
wara  pald,fil9;  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  offlcera 
■Bbeeqnest  to  1788, 280;  afterthalqweofao  many  years, 
tbe  dinsnltr  In  sattUBg  tba  Bbdmi  of  tba  DlBoatB  OB  any 


aeetinto  prtndpl^  tW;  tba  aanita  ponoaA,  811;  tbm 
right  of  tbe  dalmanta  la  flmndad  npon  ■  solemn  contract 
deliberately  entered  Into  between  tbe  offleera  and  their 
Ooveniment,  881;  eircarastaneea  which  preceded  and 
led  to  ita  adoption,  SS2;  what  engagement  more  oUlg^ 
tory  f  what  contract  could  create  a  clearer  right  or  ia- 
poaa  a  stronger  obligation  r  828;  has  tha  OoveraKent 
parfomMdltapartoftbaemitraetf 888;  Qiaobllgathmar 
a  eontraet  can  only  ba  AwdTad  \j  tba  aama  pvwar  that 
anted  It,  S2i;  what  b  tha  eanaa  of  their  ooDUnaad 
poverty  and  dfatreaar  S28;  tba  Commntadaa  Act  of 
1788,  288;  iU  operation,  228 ;  aball  we  aetnp  Una  Inbar 
of  their  claim,  and  say  we  hold  yon  to  tbo  atrletast  Ut- 
ter of  the  contract,  2U;  did  they  ever  reftase  to  march 
and  meet  the  enemy  becaaae  they  were  not  paid  as  tbe 
Oovemmant  pramiaedf  884;  not  ouna  than  one  tbos- 
■aad  dalmsBta  udar  tUs  act  of  araiy  daaeriptlon,  285; 
the  claim  of  these  of&oera  does  not  rest  npon  gntl- 
tnda  alone,  SB;  tha  UafaHyof  thlBelBlm,8S5;  aetionof 
CmgreM  tn  1778,  885;  tha  balf-pay  reaolntlon,  896; 
how  waa  this  contract  parf^TTaadr  826;  bow  did  tha 
offleera  act?  886;  did  Uie  Oovenunent  ever  perform 
Its  second  stlpniatlon  to  the  ofBoeraf  S26;  the  m^ 
murialista  aak  tor  the  equitable  performance  of  a  con- 
tract, 224;  what  were  tbo  tanns  of  tha  eonttact  between 
tba  QowamantandtbemamatUIlatal  886;  ItlaalmaBt 
needless  to  say  that  tba  opinions  of  Oen.  Washington  an 
tbU  anljaet  ara  eaQtlad  to  Imfdldt  flonfldese^  187;  ae* 
'■tloD  ot  Congreaa,  887;  how  waa  tha  oontract  patfimnad 
OB  the  part  of  the  Govemmentf  897 ;  offer  to  tba  ofll- 
oors,2Z7;  noperft>rmanceofthlsnewe(HitnGt,St8;  tbey 
abandoned  the  power  of  oompelllng  a  redraas  of  thetr 
Indivhlnal  grievances,  838. 

Tba  object  of  tba  blU  la  to  provide  a  oompenaation 
tbr  a  toaa  tba  anrrlrlng  oBean  of  tha  SanlntloB  bava 
■aatalnad  In  oimaeqoaaoa  of  thalr  nat  raaeMnf  vbst 
tbay  were  antitlad  to,  288;  what  waia  tbeyantltled  tof 
tS8;  statement,  288;  tbe  governawnt  la  honnd  to  make 
good  any  loaa  that  oocnrred  in  ooosaqncnca  of  not  fal- 
ftUlng  its  oootraet,  289;  the  soldiers  of  the  Barolutloa. 
880;  their  wages  280;  independently  of  the  depreda- 
tion of  the  p^MT  we  have  never  paid  the  fbll  aoMnnt  of 
tha  paper  or  cartUtcataa  whtoh  we  oompelled  tba  soldier 
to  raoalva,  880;  tha  soldier  had  a  to  danad 
naney  af  ns,  and  that,  too,  at  a  tIma  when  ha  was  Ik 
the  Dttoost  ^ead  of  It,  880;  claims  which  theae  soldiers 
might  preaent  npon  na,  S81 ;  distraaa  of  tbe  army,  831 ; 
gronnda  npon  which  ii\|natica  baa  been  dona  to  tha  soN 
dlera,  881 ;  who  are  the  men  whom  wo  have  thns  grlev- 
onsly  wTongedf  889;  statementa  of  tba  Kawlwif  lai- 
tors,SS9;  it  U  said  tba  claim  of  thaoffleaia  la  ona  not 
of  Jnstioa  but  of  gtatltode,  8S8;  how  waa  thia  aaaaoat 
paid  wblA  It  Is  wlahad  to  aanaUer  oa  doaadT  988;  U  Is 
said  that  atbar  alaaaea  snflbrad  as  mnah  as  lhaaa  Ibr 
whom  relief  U  now  eongbt,  888;  It  Is  add  that  tba  taliaf 
which  this  bill  provides  is  a  pramlnm  on  old  >g«,  884; 
tbe  ataodlngdebt,  285;  now  la  the  time  for  XhA  parfann- 
anoe  of  this  act  if  it  Is  ever  to  be  made,  286L 

In  tha  8cBate,abUl  to  provide  for, aonaUarad, 473; 
Otjaet  to  piovlda  bath  Sot  tha  aOean  aad  soWan^  478; 
If  any  dlserimlnaUoii,  It  ahoaU  ba  In  ftvor  of  the  eol- 
dlatt,  479;  tmpartanea  and  daUcncr  of  the  subject,  418; 
dlttmlttas  which  attaad  a  aatlaftotory  detanuinatton, 
4TB;  the  eaosa  in  which  tbey  war*  engaged,  480;  the 
promise  made  by  Congress,  480;  reanlta  sabmittad  by 
the  ehalfmaa  of  the  oommltta^  480;  further  fhota,  461; 
argnmcBU  ad*an«ad  by  the  opponenta,  489;  system 
pnrsaadWthapnrcbaaanofp«blklandi^48l;  aotbew 
tha  pnwtlaa  of  tto  (ovamnaat  to  act  tha  port  at  Shy* 
lock  with  tis  dtlaaas,  4B8;  the  pstltlonan  ooDplafaMd 
that  thalr  peiswMl  il^toiMTS  not  mada  to  dapaid  aa 
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thalr  InidlTldiial  eoiuetit,  48S ;  It  li  aald  the  recelrlng  of 
tb»  opmrnsUtloB  oerUflcate*  must  pmnmeil  to  be  an 
HMnt  to  their  being  emuUered  i  fUQ  ntUkctlon  nf 
thalr  denude  4U;  it  b  Mid  this  eotnmiitatioB  exdted 
BO  dl— tMkctloB  at  tbe  time,  4Si ;  was  the  act  of  com- 
mtatlos  Jut  In  lu  exeentlont  465;  objeetloiu  to  the 
act  of  coiDinntatlaii,  4S9;  Imposing  ehanct«T  of  the 
wgnmcnt  In  hjot  of  the  eoldlBr,  486;  cbum  of  appre- 
hentloa  from  this  bill  arUlng  as  a  precedent,  480;  the 
•troDgut  objeotton  against  the  paftuge  of  the  bill,  4S7 ; 
what  are  the  groonde  on  which  petisions  hare  been 
gnnled,  488 ;  naked  If  General  'WuhinitoB,  whibt  at 
the  bead  at  the  goremment,  ever  reoomnMnded  tUn  to 
the  Botioe  of  Congreea,  4SV. 

Hnmber  of  claimants,  489 ;  bmllles  of  deceased  oflleera 
as  strong  claims  as  the  snrrlTors,  490;  the  promise 
made  In  1791,  490 ;  oar  gratitude  has  be«n  Inroked  on 
this  occasion,  491 ;  an  error  that  the  lndapcndenc«  of 
this  country  was  achlered  solely  by  the  regular  army, 
491 ;  derotlon  of  the  officers,  491 ;  Marlon  and  Snmler, 
491;  «iftitnga  of  dtlsras  of  Sonth  Carolina,  49S;  the 
flnt  ebeek  to  British  nmu,  4»;  it  has  been  ssld  that 
the  regular  army  defended  the  Southern  States,  tt3;  It 
-  Is  said,  that  In  establishing  the  fbnding  iyalem  Congress 
had  done  injnatlce  by  deferring  a  portion  of  the  Interest 
fhr  ten  years,  494;  the  offlcera  (tf  the  Bevolutlonsry 
nnnjr  hare  been  more  llherally  [iroTlded  for  tbou  any 
otiierda«(^men,494;  fbrther  debate,  495-498. 

The  mrrlTlng  oiBeers  of  the  Bevolntlonaiy  army 
datm  the  pufimnanee  of  a  promise  of  half-pay  ft>r  life, 
Dtt;  the  dlreet  orldanea  of  n  voluntary  acceptance  of 
{he  oommntation  by  the  officers.  Is  of  the  most  condu' 
^Te  character,  S4S;  satlsthctory  beyond  a  reasonable 
donbtfHS;  the  raotWe of  Congress,  MS;  claini  adTOca* 
ted  on  common  law  principles,  al».)  on  priDclploa  moat 
Uberal  ^ai  equitable,  H8;  annuity  Ubles,  M4 ;  the  lu- 
TtUd  pension  roll,  fiU;ftutlter  debate.  B45;  bOIlaldon 
the  table,  MS. 

In  the  R«nnt«,nbf]l  to  pmrtde  tbr, eaBaIdered,Ba; 
•oma  of  tliem  wealthy,  B8S ;  no  pledge  glTon  that  the 
claim  Aouldnotbe  fhrther  urged,  68S;  It  Is  said  this 
blU  will  swell  the  pension  list,  5SS;  their  number,  S83 ; 
thelrprldereroltsst  the  Idea  of  being  placed  as  pcnalon- 
era,  tS69;  no  danger  of  fraucis,  668;  no  difficulty  In  ascer- 
talnlng  the  Indlridnals  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
bill,  fi88;  to  whom  the  blU  applies,  6SS;  an  approach 
towards  the  pqrment  of  a  debt,  588 ;  uerer  was  a  time 
when  the  dlstoessea  of  the  people  were  greater.  688; 
peculiar  nature  of  the  clatme  of  these  offlcen,  fiSI ;  object 
ot  the  bill,  5S4;  fbrther  remarks,  684;  wltl  the  Senate 
adopt  a  principle  which  has  nerer  been  acknowledged, 
InthTor  of  these  offlcen f  685;  these  persons,  In  some 
respects,  pecnllarly  nnfortnnste,  685;  It  Is  said  the  pen- 
sion system  has  already  been  carried  too  far,  6S5;  what 
nrathoohjeotlont  against  this  bm,  889;  It  la  aald,  It  wlU 
biTOlTO  ns  4b  a  obn^  of  unknown  extent,  685;  Is  it 
wen  founded,  686;  it  Is  said  the  operation  of  the  bill 
win  be  unequal,  088;  that  the  present  time  Is  sot  nus- 
idelous,  660:  that  It  ought  not  to  pass  because  those 
who  bsTc  spoken  In  Its  tkror  have  placed  It  on  different 
grounds,  680;  the  bill  has  been  before  the  Senate  under 
peonllar  clrcumstsnees,  66T ;  these  claims  cannot  be  es- 
tabllahedinaeoartofeqnity,&S7;  If  It  was  an  equitable 
dalm,  tb*  legal  representatlres  had  an  equal  right  to 
claim  the  proTlslon  as  the  snrvirlng  offlcen,  687 ;  laid 
on  the  table  and  be  printed,  693 ;  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  688. 

M§VoMi«nary  Bounty  Land».--Stt  Indae,  voL  8. 
Btwitviionarf  Land  WarranU.~\a  the  House,  a  resolu- 
tion of  Inqnlrr  relatWa  to  the  number  Issued,  consider- 


Rnctuttonary  Ptiuton  S]ftem.—8t>  Inde^  toL  8, 

Mod4  Idand,  odmMM  <^.St€  Ind«x,  voL  1. 

EicnAaoson,  Josxph,  Bepresentatlve  from  Mass.,  009. 

KiDOiLT.  Hkut  lL,on  repealing  the  duty  on  salt,  S95-49S; 
Senator  firom  Delaware,  4g7. 

BiPLKr,  Jahu  W.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Maine,  009. 

Bites,  'Wiluam  C,  on  the  Panama  Mission,  104 ;  on  inter- 
nal improToment,  860-802;  on  sufferers  by  fire  In  Alex- 
andria; 891 ;  Bepresentatlve  from  Virginia,  009;  on  re- 
trenchment, T48.        Indes,  vols,  T,  8. 

Soadt  and  Can.aU,  turvej/tJbr.—Stt  Jndtu,  vol  T. 

JtonK,  iW^-jlse  AdstP,  Tola.g,  T. 

Roatl»,FMt,npatr  MiaUutppL—Sflndn^ffHi. 

Scad  from  Lttrott  to  Chicago,  Boadfrem  J'muaecla  to 
SI.  Augmtine.  Road  from  Otorffia  to  Ntw  OrlMtn*. 
—See  Index,  vol  & 

Road  in  Me  TerrUory  ^  ^rtdnsas.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill 
to  authorise  the  President  to  conatructa  load  from  Fort 
Smith  in  Arkansas  to  Natchitoches  in  LonlsUna,  consid- 
ered, 219 ;  amount  appropriated,  279 ;  the  lands  through 
which  It  runs  are,  almost  exelndvelj,  the  proper^  of 
the  United  States,  ST9;  motion  to  order  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed,  lost,  2T9 ;  nofa^  279 ;  reconsidered,  2S8 ;  passed, 
SS9;  note,  269. 

In  Oit  Ttrriiary  qf  3Hehtgan.—la  the  Senate,  a  bill 
to  provide  for  laying  out,  considered,  262 ;  the  Improve- 
ments of  moot  vital  Importance,  282;  importance  of  the 
road  for  military  purposes,  832 ;  the  principle  well  es- 
UblUhed,  838;  fiwts  relative  to  Its  Importance,  288;  peo- 
ple of  the  West  pay  nne  thaa  uy  ottiom  of  equal  nsB' 
ber  fbr  the  iupp(»t  of  the  IVeiunry,  S88;  %  new 
objection  to  the  road,  that  It  mas  through  one  <tf  the 
Sutea  of  the  Unloa,  988;  bill  laid  on  tbo  table,  »>; 

Road  in  Statea  or  TtrrUorittf  difirmc*  Mwsm.  JMt, 

279, 288,  SS9. 

BoASt,  Jouir,  Bepremtatlva  bum  Tlrglnla,  809.  St*In- 

dtee,  ToL  B. 

BonuxBi  AaBiB,OB  the  TaioopnrcIuM,S70;  on  the  grad- 
ual Improvement  tfttwHavy,  829;  Senator  ftomBbedo 
Island,  407;  on  the  sairlving  offleen  of  the  Bevola- 
Uoo,  499;  on  the  dotr'ni  molaim,  iat.  Ste  /nda, 

vol.  8. 

Boonns,  Jam     letter  to  Gov.  Troaf  on  teek  Indiana, 

803. 

Bow  AH,  JosK,  Senator  from  Eeutnck|r,  4eT;  on  the  powers 
of  the  Vice  President,  612 ;  on  the  UU  roUUve  to  the  Jn* 
dldol  proem,  618;  on  the  dutj  on  lead,  fiBl;  oD  tha 
duty  on  eordage,  OiSi  St6  AdOK,  voL  8. 

BS0OI.1S,  BnitJAiiiM,  on  the  road  in  Michigan,  28S;  on  tho 
duty  on  salt,  297;  Senator  from  Ohio,  407;  on  a  grant 
of  land  to  Eenyon  College,  660.  iSes  Indem,  voL  8, 

StUea  and  Orders.— la  the  Ilouse,  remarks  upon,  056, 

BuBSELL,  Wiuosjf,  Bepreeentativa  from  Ohio*  010. 

S 

8aUl>utvand  FMiing  Btmnty.St*  /i»<f«B,  v<d,  R,  J>¥U»» 

on  JmporU. 

BAKrouD,  Natuak,  on  the  duty  on  salt,  SOO;  Senator  from 

NewTork,407.  ^ /mfea,  vols.  B,  0^  8. 
B&nmn,  Bomrfcua  H.,  on  the  acoonnts  of  Honnt,  ML 
3aioatMaM,r«U^f  <ffi—Se$  Indtx,  vol  % 
BAwnm,  Lnnm,  m  the  Panama  Mladoa,  fOS ;  on  a  Mvnl 

aendsmy,  496;  XopreMntatlvo  from  Hoitli  Osndln^ 

<D1.  ^/iufas9iV0lfl.a,4,^T,8. 
aiAoot  Lamd»i»  /wHana.— In  the  Senato,nblU  retnavo  to^ 

considered  and  ordered  to  be  engrosaed,  4TG. 
Seamm,  praUetton  ef.—Su  Index,  vols.  8.  4. 
Seamm,  FOrtign  Merehani.—Sf  Indev,  v<A.  K 
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StdiUon  Lao.— la  tbo  Hodm,  resolutions  rel«tlT«  to,  888; 
ft  piMinble  and  nxdation  tcUtlve  to,  •abmlUed,  081; 
no  otdwt  to  iBiks  tho  pMt  nbMnltat  to  pmpoM 
of  oonteinpoRrj'oxgltMiiont,6Sl;  a  qoMtloii  pnnly  of 
fttatnet  Jiutlc«  «Dd  ctnutlttitioiial  law,  081 ;  Uld  on  tlia 
table,  etl. 

5edilt<m  Lav  i/im-^  /iwtes  toU.  4, 0,  utd  Tmdtm, 
ToL  2.— Dt/^M/ee  jftowrM  oftd  atHUomt  ProcUem. 

SemtnoU  War.—Se4  IndeK,  joL  0. 

Amoto  c9onreiica  at  Mcosd  Madon  of  19tb  CoogiMa,  860; 
«yaanuKtcloM<tfHoondiMdoi)of  19UiGotignu,844; 
mnreiMBatflntwidoiLirfS0thCoB|TMi,40T;  o^oun 
•t  cIoM  of  lint  MMlon  of  lOtli  Oongren,  VM. 

BmsAXT,  Jonr,  B«pr«MDt4tlT0  ttom  PodiujItuU,  000 ; 
OB  ntrenchment,  T8T.  As  IndM,  toIs.  fi,  0,  T,  & 

BimotrB,  HoxATio,  S«utor  ttom  TermoDt,  407,  5m  In- 
dtu,  Tols.  T,  B. 

Shbprsxd,  a.  H,,  B«pnwiit>tlve  ttvm  Korth  GuoUiu,  <ia 

Sill,  Tbomas      Bepresentattre  from  FennajlTuU,  89. 

Bn-UBi^  HATHAiinL,  on  ptjineiit  of  deported  (Utm,  8DB; 
Soulorflwm  Mawwlinwtti,  40T;  on  tbo  Fmidt  CoIo> 
nUltade,  SOS-MA.  Am/mTm^  vols.  6,7. 

Adm  7>n<fe,  4fHea%.—SM  Jnde^  Tob.  1, 0,  T. 

Aim  Ve—eU,  reaolattan  reUtln  to  cargOM  o(  60. 

BtavM,  action  i^  Indiana — St«  Indtm,  vol  4. 

Savt»  Z>epoTUd.-~la  tha  Senate,  the  blU  to  prorlde  ftar 
the  Mttlement  eS  elalma  voder  tho  Orat  artlde  of 
the  treatj  of  Ghent,  oonddered,  803;  Tarloaa  ob- 
jection! olEerod,  800;  the  bill  eafurcea  apon  the 
Uidtod  Statea  Oo  altflnatlTo  of  dtber  taUif  the  mtrnKj 
and  sWIbs  fata  per  eent  totereat,  or  of  InrestInK  It  la 
fi>ar  per  eent  itock,  8M;  wh^  not  let  the  Commlaslonen 
give  the  Interest  and  proflt  on  thla  anm  doe  the  claim- 
ants  to  them  T  800 ;  two  plans  anggeatod,  one  to  depoelt 
In  the  Treaaniy  and  employ  It  as  well  as  posalble,  and 
the  other,  to  Inreat  it  in  aome  prodactive  stock,  SOB; 
ltaitlwrol4eetloBatotb«tMtliiaettOD,80P,810;  ame&d- 
rneata  moved,  811 ;  ordered  to  a  tblrd  reading,  818;  r^ 
eommltted,8U.  B*6  A<I«e,ToL  0l  Do.,  fligUln.-AM 
Inttm,  Tola.  0^  8^  T.  Do^  Importation  o£— HOm, 
ToL  t,  and  Ittdea,  toL  8;  dotloa  on  Imports.  Do.,  In* 
demnify  for. — S«»  Iitdt^  yoL  0.  Do^  mignUoa  ot— 
iSM  IiUUk,  toL  &.  Do^  petltloni.— A«  /ndta^  Tola.  1, 
8,4,fc 

Sott*,  eaatt  traHtporiatlon  of,  eonddered,  CS4 

elate  DradA,  tuppr4nion  nf  tte.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  coo- 
dderrd,  OM;  ottfeetof  the  large  M>pnq>riatIon,  000;  aaj 
report  on  ftmoer  espettdltoree,  O07;  protest  agalsst  the 
mnDer  In  which  it  la  broo^t  bdbn  the  Senate^  OOT. 
8m  Meet,  Tols.  S,  7. 

Btatery  f » the  DUtriet  of  OrftHwMa.— In  the  Honse,  a  me- 
morial, that  all  children  hereafter  bom  In  tha  District, 
of  alare  parents,  shall  be  free,  eonsldered,  4U ;  we  are 
rapreaentatlvea  of  tho  people  of  the  Diatriet,  418;  they 
have  no  voiee, 41ft;  tho^bavo  not  petlUoaed, 415;  print- 
ing opposed,  418;  noUToa  of  tha  peatkman,  tifi;  the 
paper  should  sot  be  promnlgated  bf  aa  order  of  thia 
House,  418 ;  laid  on  the  taUai,  41&  A«  JMm,  toL  \ 

Slavtrv,  retointiaiu  rflaUve  to,  it*  mh  BtaU.—St6  Indtct, 
roll.  8,  8,  and  Indta\  toL  S,  TerHtoriM. 

Slavery,  Ifturo,  to  SovIX  AnuHeo-Su  IndM,  rtA.  6. 

StOAiTB,  JOBX,  Sepresenutlre  fVom  Ohio,  HQi 

Boop^t^f  War.— 6m  Jmdea,  toL  7. 

Bmitb,  Jokx,  tht  eaae  et^-Stt  Iitim,  toL  8. 

BmaUAmud  Fea aels.— fta  Tndtn,  toL  6. 

SMirn,  Samuel,  on  the  relief  of  rerolotlonarj  ofltcers,  881 ; 
onthenwdln  Michigan,  883 ;  on  the  relief  of  aoBsrers 
at  Aleundria,  SSfi;  on  the  dnty  on  salt,  tS8-8iM;  on 
p^ment  of  deported  alarea,  80d;  on  tho  gradual  Im- 
proToment  elt  tha  NaTjr,  881 ;  Benator  ftoa  Maryland, 


407 ;  on  hidemnlOcatloa  to  Ibrelgaera,  4T4 ;  on  tha  pow 
era  of  the  Ties  President,  MT ;  on  the  public  debt.  OH; 
oa  tha  Froneh  CMonlal  tnda.  064;  on  the  duly  on  aal^ 
BT8;  ontboaaiTlTotioftho  B*T«lntlDB,fi68;«aicpal» 
«f  the  Cuntwriaad  road,  B88 ;  on  the  dntj  ob  nndeaO^ 
OBO;  on  the  duty  on  indigo,  BSOvW^BtT;  on  tbo  di^ 
on  woollen  blanketa,  601;  on  flM  datjr  «■  tflka,Ml~ 
8m  Mm,  Tria.  8,  8,  4, 0,  0^  7,  B. 

BWTB,  WtLUAK,  on  the  dn^  on  salt,  898 ;  oa  tha  Cokmlzs- 
tloa  Bodetj-,  806;  on  the  payment  for  deported  sbrvs, 
800;  on  the  gradoal  ImproToment  of  the  2<'a*7, 888,888; 
on  the  Ohio  Tnrapike  UU,  848;  Senator  fnxn  Baalb 
Ckraliaa,  407;  on  tho  sarriring  oOoera  of  the  Berote* 
tl<n,4St;  oaaepowenflrtiiBTIeeri«BMMit,a07-8U; 
OB  the  offlce  of  H^foMleneral,  087;  on  tbe  anrrtvan 
of  the  BcTolution,  668 ;  on  the  duty  on  taw  wools,  86(1 

BiOTB,  Oum  H.,  KeprteentatlTe  tnm  ladlaM^  flOi 

S>TTH,  ALEXAiron,  BcpteaeatatlTa  ttom  TliglalBi  CML  tm 
Indtm,  Tott.  fl;  7,  8l 

8oUHtri  nftU  Sti>el»MM.~Se»  IndtK,  toIs.  8, 6. 

89Utk  AmmHcan  SlaU»,~-JSM  IndM,  vola.  6, 7. 

^SmA  OnvKmi,  clirtM  In  the  Senate  a  Un  Ibr  Ot  aa. 
Jnatraeat  of  the  claims  of  Booth  CaroUna  agalnat  the 
United  Statea^  eonsldered,  089. 

l^A,  rati/Uation  V  U«  TVaa^t/iaifl^nfiM  Mm^tcLT. 

SpecU  PatfrntnU—SM  In<UK,yaLi. 

Sptets.  traruporialian  <y;  As  pmNta  armed  »s serfs.  Jm 
J  fid  est,  ToL  7. 

Sruotra,  PxLse,  on  the  Masaarhomtta  mlUtlft  dalma,  ISIj 

on  the  relief  of  rerolntlMnrf  otBoeta,  880;  Bapreaaata 

ttToftgmlf^aOO:  £MMa«,T<d.t. 
flmao,  MicEaaL  C,  BepceaaatattTe  fam  Mairlaad, 
BTAKaxaBT,  WiLLUx,  BeprcaentattTe  fromOUo^  CMi 
iStaiMUiv  QmmUUM  tf  Me  &«naU.-~T^  mode  ef  Mr 

i^polntment  dlacussed,  878. 
Aots  AiiaMoea.— 5m  /iwtea,  ruL  L 
&  i)om4ii9o.-^<Sse  /ndee,  vols.  %  7. 
BUnMQrapktr*,  In  tbe  HoDoa  debate  lalatln  to,  <30k 
Snvnsaaoii,  Jajui      BqtreaaatattT*  from  FeoHrlfaaK 

808;  on  tbe  Creek  Treatr.Mf;  oaaafltom  l^fliaia 

Alexandria,  886.       Actaa,  toL  & 
Stamaox,  Avnaaw,  on  daUea  on  wool  and  wo^ena,  188; 

remarks  ou  a  TOta  of  thankit  460 ;  elected  Speaker,  008; 

remarks,  600;  Bepresentatfre  from  Tirglala,  610.  Bm 

Mtat,  ToL  & 

Bnaioxaa,JoBaB.,BepreaentatlTe  lh>mPeBn^lTaBla,8ML 
SrawuT,  A»asw,oardlaf  to  the  Florida  ladUaailtttUBt 
BepraaeatMlTe  from  PeBnaylvaata,  808;  oa  tbo  Book  of 
tho  UaitedBtate%6iei  on  ntraBehmeM^iaB.  Aa^ 
(f«e,ToL8. 

Slode,  r%f  MtmoHt  ye^.—8M  Mm,  yoL  8. 

Sioaaa,  HaxuT  B.,  oa  sufferers  hy  fire  la  Alexandria,  888 ; 
on  the  Polar  expedition,  418;  on  tbe  British  Colonial 
Trade,  4S8;  on  live  oak  tlmtter,  4M;  BaprcaeiitatfTe 
from  Hew  Tork,  608;  oa  tbe  case  of  Hartgar  D'^dar- 
Ira,  888;  oa  a  palntliig  of  tbe  tattU  ef  Hew 0>kaa% 
088.  Aa/mfer,  Tola.  8, 7, 8. 

Btowi^  Jota  On  Bepreacatatlve  th«t  Hew  Totk,  m. 

Stboxs,  Jamt,  oa  grants  to  the  Qnapaw  ladtaaa,  406 ;  Be^ 
roaentative  from  Hew  York,  600;  on  tha  caaa  of  Haiif 
njr  D'AuUriTe,  689. 

S^f$rert  at  AtmamdHa,  reU^q^Me.— In  the  Beaate,  Icare 
asked  and  obtained  to  bring  In  a  bill  Ibr  the  relief  sf  the 
Indigent  auflercra  by  fire  In  Alexaodria,8a8;aaul|feetesi 
wbleb  It  would  be  Improporaod  laeapadleatlo1a|rlilal^ 
ISO;  tbeaa  people  uader  the  care  of  tbe  Ualled  Btataa, 
966;  almlUr  relief  ginn  by  Congreaa,  886;  caasot  pat 
our  bands  Into  the  pockela  of  our  conatltoanta  who  bad 
anffered  equally  by  the  same  de roaring  clement,  K6; 
Ull,  887 ;  In  tlie  Honae  a  rceolalloa  to  appropriate  a  aam 
Ibr  the  nU<to<  eoaaidared,  888;  better  te  wUbtaw  tha 
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HMdntiMi  till  tb«  ntant  «t  fb*  lijorj  ou  be  known, 
M;  qnarttoBirf  nbnnea«aoiMMd,aSSi  bUl  npeited, 
IM;  extent  tftlw  lira,  >H;  moved  to  nil  thabknkiriai 
ISO^SU;  preombla  offemi  to  tht,  bill,S84;  cue  of 
Xmm  Fool,  885 ;  CoofWM  poMCWM  no  power  to  vote 
awaj  til*  publlo  tnonty,  except  for  pnbllo  purpoaee,  8S9 ; 
wbm  WM  It  oontendod  befim  tfast  Cvn^reaa  iud  not  the 
power  embneed  In  the  bill,  88B ;  precedentB,  8SS ;  eothor- 
itj  pretended  to  be  derived  from  tbe  claiue  firing  ex- 
eloalTe  Joriedlctlon  over  tbe  District,  885;  net  giving 
idlef  to  Ckneeu  rend,  886;  tbe  power  wUA  m»t  bo 
mtained  br  tbb  Honaa  belbn  thia  bttl  ooaMpaan  !■  one 
ti  glgnntlo  and  alarming  extent,  8S6 ;  after  witneaslng 
tiio  aoene  of  dlatreaa  It  Is  Impoodble  to  reftise  ssaeat  to 
this  Mil,  S6<;  powers  of  the  Oeneral  and  State  Oovsm- 
menta,  S8T;  prooedenta  of  no  authorltjr,  88T;  we  are  a 
LeglilatoTO  tor  the  District  as  well  as  for  Uie  Union,  887 ; 
we  hare  power  to  take  the  moner  of  the  people  of  this 
Dtotrlet  ^  tax,  and  la  tbe  power  donlod  na  to  ratom  them 
tewhole  or  Mf  portloB  of  itt  S87;  wbera  Is  the  an* 
premo  legMatlTa  power  ov«r  this  dlatrlot,  and  In  whom  t 
888;  varioDS  acts  of  Congress  relating  to  tbe  DIstilct, 
888 ;  we  hold  no  share  of  the  money  In  the  Tntmjj  as 
the  money  of  the  Btatea,  and  another  In  onr  charaotcr  as 
the  legislature  of  the  IMstrlet,  8S9;  what  were  tbe  dr. 
enmatanoeaf  888 ;  the  antbority  for  the  excltulre  legis- 
lation eonld  lUrlf  embraee  all  tbe  exercise  of  power 
necewaiy  tar  the  mess  are,  839 ;  eonstltntlooat  objections 
do  not  ^iply,  898 ;  the  power  of  qtpropriatlng  pabUe 
mour  In  tbis  dIattM  bMcpnnble  to  ozelnalTa  legtdallon, 
SW;  It  Is  an  ordinal?  thuetlon  of  mnnlelpal  powor,  SM ; 
ooold  not  CoBgreao  snoot  poor  lawa  for  the  district  f  SH ; 
no  eonsUtntlonal  question  Involved  In  the  ease,  890 ; 
eonstitntlonal  dnty  of  protection  and  an  act  of  humanity, 
881;  If  the  power  to  giro  this  money  doc*  not  arlae  est 
of  tbo  right  itf  onlnalvo  h^sislatfau,  then  H  fa  admitted 
mboToltBottSai;  whatlatbia  UUr88l;  dontt  oon- 
lalu  any  thing  mof*  than  a  simple  gUttSSl;  without 
M&reneo  to  pahlio  uses  or  pvbllo  aervloee,  88L 

A  question  respecting  the  grant  of  national  ftands, 
WS;  whenee  do  we  derive  onr  power  to  raise  money  and 
apply  It  T  888;  If  an  application  of  the  pnbUc  money,  like 
this,  can  be  covered  andar  the  power  of  exclaslre  legis- 
lation for  tbla  DIatriet,  the  eonstltatlon  has,  In  vain, 
•ongbt  to  fix  a  practical  limit  to  onr  powers  over  the 
pnUle  porso,  388 ;  the  general  and  parUcaUr  powers  of 
GoDgresa,  898 ;  the  power  la  glna  witboat  limitation,  It 
am  therefore  only  be  limited  by  dlseretlon,an;  UO 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  888 ;  posaod,  881 

S^finn  i»  War.—SM  ImUa,  vol  8, 

Bwtday  MaU%.—St9  Indtm,  vola.  fi,  7. 

SimmLAiiD,  Jom,      Bepresentatire  ttvm  Pennaylvanlai 
808 ;  on  tbe  case  of  Hwlgny  D'Auterlvt, 

BmaHUty  o/3Utt44.—S-  ImUs,  roL  1 

SwAx,  SAMtm,  BepraaentaUr*  flrom  Now  Jermy,  OOlL  Am 
IndM,  vol  & 

SmdUh  FesMfs,  debate  on  dIserimlnaUngdotlta  on,  SIBi 
AMdon,  Qymmtrdal  /wfereovrss  wttk.— In  the  House,  a  bfll 
to  exempt  Swedish  and  Norwegtaa  ressels  from  discrim- 
inating duties,  488:  the  case  dues  not  oomo  within  the 
express  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  18M,  488;  referred  to 
Coagresa  by  the  Frastdent,  418;  amendment  oSsred, 
08;  the  anvl^tlon  bw  of  tbla  eonntry  openly  dkre> 
gardad  aa  well  as  lawa  Impusing  discriminating  datles, 
418 ;  UU  otdeied  to  B  tUrd  randlnft  488. 
■wiiT,  BtWAVW,  SepteaentatlTe  front  Termon^  MOL 

jTbewSaiM  Jflssion.— tn  the  Honse,  an  item  appropriating 
$8,080  «  oatU  to  a  Mlnlattr  to  tbe  Tacnbaya  Congnaa, 


eonaldered,  428;  flirtber  ^ptapilatlon  id  money  nnaa* 
eeMBi7,4>8;  tiie  PrenldeDt anthoriud  to  detanntao tta 
moult  of  outfit,  418;  <d||eotlona  to  the  approprinthm 
considered,  480;  not  oxpedlent,  480;  Is  It  fnteodod  to 
question  the  right  of  the  heirs  of  Hr.  Anderson  to  an 
outfit  r  480;  the  former  appn^triaUon  expended.  480 ;  a 
balance  remalna  from  the  appropriation  of  last  Beaston, 
481 ;  the  committee  must  satisfy  the  House  that  thetr 
coteiilatloD  Is  eorreet,  481 ;  the  eotnmltteo  have  doao 
tbelr  du^,  488;  a  propodtlon  to  give  ■  gentlemao  98^088 
for  travdUng  nine  mflea,4SI;  (100^000  already  ezpettded 
00  tbb  abonlre  mlmlon,  48t;  It  Is  arid  tbe  Prealdeat 
and  Senate  hare  Instituted  tbe  mission,  and  we  are 
bound  to  carry  It  out,  488 ;  we  are  not  Invited  to  this  new 
Congress,  4SS ;  delay  occasioned  by  the  opposition,  488; 
ot(|ect  of  the  appropriation,  488;  this  flmd  already 
diarged  with  two  ootflta,  484 ;  eometlon  of  atatementi, 
484 ;  otjaet  of  tbe  oommttteo  to  support  tbe  Important 
diplomatterelRtlonaofaeeaiinti7  0bRMd,48S;  them* 
expended  appropriation  of  laat  year  examined,  485;  wo 
we  now  Htiafled  that  warik  bardddp  existed  In  Mr. 
PolnaetTs  case  aa  to  JuatUy  fbo  Indirect  repent  of  Um 
net  of  ISIOt  488;  Uwt  vpropriation  kwt,  487;  HMM 
carried,  487. 

TAixiAraso,  JoKK,  BepreaentattTO  from  Tifglnia,  niL 

Sm  ItUUm,  T<da.  8, 4,  fl. 
Tattrau,  EDWAxn  F.,on  tbo  Oioek  Treafy,  848;  ontho 

New  Greek  TVeaty,  880.  Am  Met^  vols.  7, 8. 
mMi^tflrsel^^JMfl^ToliLt,B^«,  Do,  r«ir.-AfJix 

(Te^ToLU 

TaioM,  torn  Speaker  of  the  House,  SIB;  Bepreaant*. 
ttvo  from  New  Tork,  808 ;  on  thecase  of  Mar1gnyD*An- 
terive,  680;  relative  to  captured  Africans,  6ffi;  on  i«> 
trenehment,  678.  Set  Ittdtm,  vols.  0^  8,  7. 

Taxbwbll,  L.  Vf.,  on  payosent  of  deported  slavey  810-818; 
Senator  from  Tlrginla,  487;  on  tba  powera  of  the  TIee 
PnsMent,  OM,  008;  on  tbe  offloe  of  H^for-Oeneral,  n»; 
on  the  Fnnch  Colonial  Trada,M4-M7.  AsAdM^ToLS. 

TbmwMse,  AdmMointf.--SH  JUm^  veL  1. 

Territorial  ewmm0nU.—8t»  Indtai,  vol.  4. 

Ttrritorial  Ootemon.— In  the  House,  a  resolnUon  ofibmd 
relative  to  the  Oovemorsblp  of  Arkanaas,  489. 

Terriivriel.—S«4  InOtK,  vola.  1, 8,  S,  4,  6. 

Tbokab,  Jnai  B.,  Senatw  ftam  lUlntris^  487.  5m  Atfso^ 
T0la.7.& 

Thokmok,  ALxxAnmn,  of  Fcnn.,  m  tbe  nmamn  Wisrion, 

181   Sm  Imd*a\  roL  9. 
Tbokfsoit,  Ttun,  oa  the  Mew  Creek  IVeaty,  868;  on  land 

claims  In  Ohio,  878,  874 ;  Bepresentattve  ihim  OeotgiB, 

810.  See  Index,'  vols.  T,  a. 
Tbohpsoit,  Hxdob,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  SOI 
TVtfs  e/Prettdtitt.—Aee  Iiufeae,  voL  1. 
ToMumoif,  OiDKOK,  on  dlserimlnating  dntiea  on  Swedish 

Tcaseb,  889;  on  earamefdal  latereouw  wlfb  Sweden, 

428;  00  tbe  British  Tnde,  4D4-451   See  IndM,  nk. 

TbrpiMle  Emptrime^T-See  fndem,  vol  7. 
TYeaeoti  and  Seditton  d^ned.—Sea  Indme,  roL  i. 
TVwzsoit,  I^niihm4Rt  o/.—See  Ttidem,  roL  & 
TtwMwry  JMea.—See  Indt^  yiA.  S. 
Trea&ury.—Be*  Inde^,  vols.  1, 8. 

Tnatv,  Xmo  C«-««t— In  the  Eonso,  a  ICess^  from  tbe 
President,  888;  letter  from  the  Seoetarytrf  War,  recom> 
mending  an  appn^ation,  Ml ;  bow  asked  to  ap|ffopri> 
ate  money  for  the  exeentlM  of  a  eontmet  whose  avowed 
object  Is,  at  an  additional  expense  of  near  half  a  million 
of  dollan,  to  set  aside  a  previous  contract  made  under 
the  aathority  of  the  United  SUtes,  U8 ;  this  contract 
has  been  approvsd  and  ratified  by  the  Senate,  the  same 
as  the  one  to  be  set  sside,  848 ;  groond  for  setting  It 
aside  Is  the  refoaalofoBo  of  tbe  parties  to  exeent*  It  oo 
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Um  lUegatloB  tbtt  the  pMioii*  wbv  made  It  had  noteom* 
petsDt  tntlmrltr,  S48;  luiv  stood  the  qneatloa  when  tbe 
fin(  contract  wm  tnadat  MS;  CoogKM  appropriated 
inooer  tfi  ^xtivgulah  the  Creek  title  to  laud  in  Oeoigia; 
the  negotiation  waa  for  all  the  land  occupied  hj  them 
in  Oeoigla  and  Alabama,  and  nearlf  all  in  Iwtli  States 
ma  c«d«d,  848 ;  what  exertions  have  been  made  to  exe- 
enteacootraettlituinadof  344;  proceedings  taken,  244; 
dUEorenee  between  the  two  eontractai  MS;  controTcngr 
between  GeoiiU  and  tlw  EseanllT*  of  the  Cnited  StAtM, 
S49;  iiOieriouolt|eetl(ni  toUu  paaage  of  the  bUli  If 
the  eoDsdtotloiiBl  dtfBeoItjr  wen  nmored,  S46;  the 
State  of  Oeorgla  waa  prepared  to  exeeate  the  old  tre«tx, 
946;  the  ■at^ectbaaa  bearing  on  tlie  whole  Datlon,S4T; 
bUl  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  S47 ;  protest  In  beluOf  of 
the  delegation  of  Oeotgia  read,  246;  the  protest,  843; 
leeolntlon  to  enter  It  on  the  Jonmai  olTered,  MS ;  morelf 
ft  detail  of  reaiona  bj  the  minority  for  their  Totee  ob  the 
WrapriMiiui  tdll,  849;  molatton  adopted,  8S0. 

Bflport  of  the  CommlUe  of  GonAiretuie  on  the  ilngtt^- 
ment  ef  the  two  Honaaa,  oonsidered,  S8S;  a  siapaiidoas 
band  Intended,  It  Memo,  bf  the  dolegatlM  who  had 
fgnufd  with  the  Seeretarjr  of  War  the  sew  contract,  s»; 
thechieb  had  combined  to  pnt  into  their  pnokets  and 
those  of  a  few  select  Mends,  tbree-fbnrths  of  the  flnt  par' 
ment,  855;  the  fhcta  are  perfeetlr  nndentood  at  the  War 
DepartmeDt,  >S5;  the  oiAj  matter  which  can  bear  dlseoa- 
■loal^how  shall  the  troaeher;  be  puBlsbedTSBS;  state- 
ment of  the  Indtati  Bitreaa  show*  hew  the  elalm  woaM 
Btand,  806;  the  trumctton,  806 ;  details,  8S6;  the  CUe' 
Melntoeh,  85T ;  statemaats  la  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, SAT;  Gommenta  oa  the  list  of  worthies  and  the 
price  to  be  paid  to  each,  SOS ;  influeaee  of  the  Chero- 
keea  in  the  Creek  aatioa,  BOa 

The  Bouse  is  now  subetantiallr  debating  whether  It 
will  carry  Into  effeet  a  treaty  ooaatltattoaaUj  made 
hy  the  Preshlmt,  and  whether.  It  woald  or  wobM  net 
larado  thsllmltiof  tbati«atyHnaUBgpownv«B;  the 
■tupondoua  ftasd  aatd  to  have  been  contemplated,  900 ; 
the  Secretary  of  War  Is  not  chargeable  with  any  Improp- 
er conduct,  fiU;  what  has  been  the  charge  a^lnat 
Oeorglar  890;  no  soppreMlon  or  concealment  hss  bees 
designed,  260;  those  Vho  origiusted  the  abase  of  Georgia, 
the  AdmlnlstiatMt  of  the  Fedenl  Ooverraeat,  are  aboat 
to  Sdfler  the  raeoU,  860 ;  the  footeat  fMad  has  been  com- 
mitted by  BOm*  IkdlyUuK  MO;  fluUMr  debate,  861, 
868;  the  qiHMtlon  DOW  bafbn  the  Hotiao  does  not  IbtoIto 
the  question  oftbo  tfoaty  or  the  dHiaoter  of  IndlTtdnala, 
868 ;  the  OoTerament  on^t  to  pursue  literally  the  atlp- 
nlaUona  of  the  treaty,  868;  the  eildenee  of  fraud  ex- 
hibited in  the  documents,  864;  qnestioD  on  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  of  Conforenee,  entML-nSse  CNek 
IndiM  iftgattation,  Ttd.  & 

Trtaty  *eUk  Spain,— 8*4  Ind^  toL  6. 

Tutrun',  Jams,  BopreMBtaflro  ftam  Tlrglnto,  610l  Am 

-  Adea),ToL& 
Tbubu,  Datih,  on  South  American  relations,  66;  on 
amendment  to  the  eonstitatlon,  66.  j8m  Indt»,  toIs. 

«,7,a. 

TMur,  O.  IL,  letter  rclstlre  to  the  Creek  nation,  803. 
Tuor,  Pstnaa     BepieeentatiTe  Irom  New  Tork,  60: 
niann,  Ennnm,  BeprssenlatlTO  ikon  New  Joney,  009. 

AMJiwta^ToL&  I 
TmnB,  ftnnuna,  BeftaMtatlTO  from  Boath  OanUnft, 

61A  ^  Aulsa,  vols.  6^  T,  & 
Tcuru,  Dunn,  Bepresentattre  from  North  OaroUaa,  US. 
niW-IAlnf «  Vct^—S4t  Ittdtas,  ToL  4. 
Tnm,  JOBK,  ttenator  tnm  Virginia,  46T ;  on  the  powen  of 

tbeTloe  Pieald«Bl,517;  oiiftgnBt  of  land  toKeoyrm 


College  658;  on  the  payment  of  Int^eet  to  Btateo,Kn. 

V 

Union,  PUtolvHon  qf.—SM  Mtm,  toL  4. 

Uniitd  Statta  and  Gtorgia.— la  the  Senate,  a  Message  frm 
the  President,  relative  to,  899 ;  mored  to  refer  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  800;  statements  of  th»  Mwisfe. 
MO;  eoltain  oOeon  of  Uw  State  of  a«oi|la,octiB(  with* 
In  the  llmlU  of  that  State  and  under  the  anthority  efttt 
laws,  have  violated,  according  to  hla  eonatraMlM,  aa 
act  of  CoDgreas ;  he  Is  authorised  to  urest  those  oflkeis 
and,  probably,  haa  done  so,  800 ;  does  the  caae  stated  hO 
under  the  provisions  ot  the  Act  of  Congress  stated  la 
the  Hesssgo  I  801 ;  is  the  resort  to  military  fbrce  bafim 
Judicial  Inquiry  Is  bad,  an  q»propriate  mode  of  deto^ 
mining  the  righta  ef  one  of  the  •orarelga  Statea  of  this 
ConAdencyrMl;  hunotthe  BtaUof  Qoortfaanofnat 
ri^t  to  saoh  InqnliyT  Ml;  iDored  to  loEsr  to  a  Mieet 
committee,  803;  referred,  S09;  farther  documents,  809. 

In  the  House,  a  Uesaage  hvm  the  I'rfsldent  coastd- 
ered,  411 ;  the  circumstances  now  preeealed  Insnehton 
aa  to  render  a  decision  between  the  Executive  and  the 
State  of  Georgia  necessary,  411 ;  the  State  anthoritiea 
have  dune  nothing  In  violation  of  the  eonstitntion,  411 ; 
no  legislation  antMpated,  418;  BotblDg  to  tsar  If  the 
Oenonl  Oovamment  did  not  fatatftro  and  allmnlftU 
the  IndlaaatoreslstaBee^419;  twoaldeotothlsqnestlOB, 
418 ;  If  the  Indians  have  rights  whteb  the  United  States 
are  bound  to  protect,  they  will  be  protected,  41f ;  let 
the  case  have  a  Ur  Investigation,  418;  several  Staler 
have  already  exercised  tbclr  rights  over  the  Indians,  and 
others  Intend  to  do  so,  418;  three  great  qucstioos  In- 
volved, 418;  bid  on  the  tahlo,  «8;  BomnnatMtlaia 
reUUveto,4S»;  i^n,461 

r 

raceituMon  Sm  Indtx,  voL  T. 

T&K  Bvamr,  Mi.nni,  on  the  duty  on  aalt,  9W~1VT ;  Senatar 
from  New  Turk,  46T ;  oa  the  surviving  ofleera  of  the 
revolution,  4T9;  on  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President, 
006;onthesarrlvanoftheB<rolntloa,fiSa.  Sttlndm, 
Tols.T,B. 

TaMOK,  Joeani,  on  amendmtnt  to  the  oonstltption,  8T ;  on 
Georgia  UlUtIa  Clatana,  SIS ;  on  mds  ta  lUeh^aa,  sat: 
OBLaadGlahaBlBOhla,Sn;  EepreeentttlTO  from  Ohio. 
610.  Sttlndfa,  votB.T,8. 

TAiroawaKiM,  d,  his  oommnnicatlo&  to  the  Hoose,  489. 

Vak  DTXK,Nioaoi.AS,dce«aaeo(86&  iSie/iM(ja^TolA€^T,& 

Vak  Hoxxb,  Earv,  Kepresentatlve  frna  PsBa^Taala,  fHt. 
Set  Imdtn,  voL  8. 

Ta>  BaaiaaLaEa,  8.,  RopreaentaUve  fnim  Now  Totfc,  Ml 
Ate  Hdtm,  nda.  7,  & 

VABau)i,JOBii,SeimHatatlTefromlfaiaaAawtt%mi  Bm 

VBtFLAMCK,  OuuAX  0.,  on  Soolh  AiB«ilasB  nfattloaa,  6S-9j 
Bepresentative  ftam  KewToifc,60S;  oathe  eoartiar- 
vey,  eta   SMlndte^  roL  6. 

Fessefs,  BeffUUHng  and  CUaring.—SM  Indtm,  voL  1. 

Flo*  FrMtdmil,  Pokwt*  <)f  Oe.— In  the  Sonata,  the  report 
or  the  eoBinltleo  to  nvlto  th*  nil«a,eoBddoicd,a9li 
thaTleoPnsldent  haa  no  powtr  to  oall  »  SeaaUr  to 
order, Itorworda  spoken  la  debate, SM;  beahoaMfeara 
tUs  power,  or  Joffnaon'a  Haanal  should  be  MIewod, 
SOS ;  if  he  Improperly  calls  to  order,  to  whom  are  w«  to 
i^>peal  f  000;  yon  dothe'hlm  with  a  dangerous  power, 
COS;  oonld  pnt  a  member  dowi>,  BOO ;  most  have  power 
tu  preeerve  order,  SOB;  Oe  otBee  doos  not  confer  the 
ri^t  to  oaU  to  order,  866;  Oo  two  Hoowa  ban  tba 
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right  to  Bulu  thdr  own  niI«,fiN;  would b«  u  wien- 
ttuUitloB  of  iiiiimnrMnrj  power  la  Imqraiulble  baoda, 
(MM;  1m  maj  tltow  tUi  powrr,  And  the  8eiut«  b«  wlth- 
aatNiiMd7,006;  putM«De>,00(;  debates  la  the  Bi^tUli 
FarUameDt,  OM ;  hU  dat;  to  decide  agreeBb);  to  Bitcfa 
rnlee  oa  are  made  for  hia  trnldasce,  COT ;  he  hold*  hla 
olfico  Independent  of  the  Senate,  007 ;  «n  appeal  U  worth 
natblDg,  UT ;  Ttee  Fmldent  li  not  ■  member  vi  tb4 
Senate, MI;  power  not  ^ren  Urn  by Om  eonatitnUMi, 
NS;  F^TlIegea  of  tb«  Seuata,  SOS;  the  qtuatlon,  U8; 
the  Senate  have  the  right  to  give  thU  power,  fiOS ;  all 
objcctlona  to  the  amendment  have  a  bearing  on  the  oon- 
■Utntlonal  qneetlon,  009;  the  right  of  evei;  Senator  ad> 
mittad,  hot  that  of  the  prealdlng  officer  denied,  60> ;  has 
the  Tlce  President  any  power,  by  Tlrtne  of  hla  offlee,  in 
raUtloa  to  queatlooa  of  orderT  010 ;  the  ooly  power  to 
make  nilee  of  order,  (10;  how  the  erastltndon  doslg- 
BBlea  the  Vloe  Praddent,  UO;  ftirther  debate,  911-016; 
power  ooBlBrrednpoB  tiwTieePredd«iit,U6;  il^tof 
'  qtpcal  granted,  SIS. 

yUt  jpTMtdtnet  Appeal.— Keport  of  the  niaorf^  of  tho 
eommlttee,  4M. 

Vice  and  Btar  AdtiUraU.—St»  Inder,  toL  B. 

Turaoii,  Samusl  on  relief  to  the  Florida  Indiana,  IW; 
on  lands  for  achool  pnrpoaea,  287 ;  on  the  Qnapaw  In- 
diana, 840;  on  land  eUlnu  In  Ohio,  8T4;  on  deaf  and 
dtuiibBqrliuiu,40S;  B^naaotattreltaaiOhksUa  Btt 
Mm,  toIb.  7, 8. 

Ttrginia  MUitary  ZMd*.—St*  Indem,  toU.  4, 

TifffMa  Land  Warraia».—8e«  IivU^  toL  T. 


WabaA  md  Xamt  Oanok—Bu  Mm,  toL  8. 
'W'Aua.OioMiS^BepreaeiitallTelhnDTennoiit^tOft.  St* 

Jndeee,  voL  8. 

War,  OonducI  (jf  iAe.—Se»  Mm,  toI.  6l 

War,  DeelaraUon  <^  <a  1812.— ,Sh  /nda^  roL  4, 

Vaxd,  Aaaoii,  on  free  negroca  In  the  District  of  Colnmbla, 
SDS;  BeproMntatlre  from  New  York,  600. 

ira«UiHrto»  Ctt^,  Captvrt  qf,—St9  Mm,  yoL  6. 

WAaatvoTOK,  Jiprnfa-tow  portratt  4tf.—St»  Jnd«e,  toL  S. 
Do.  MmMmMl^St*  Mtm,  Tola.  ^  6, 7. 

WAumraroii,  iddacod  si  the  fauBder  of  West  Point,  709. 

WnancK,  Daxhl,  relatlre  to  an  amendment  to  the  constl- 
tntlon,  87;  on  South  American  relation*,  40,03,69;  on 
the  Panama  mission,  H,  ISO ;  on  the  Creek  treaty,  249 ; 
on  the  appointment  of  Charg^  87fl ;  on  land  claims  In 
Ohio,  ST4, 076 ;  on  the  relaUons  of  the  United  SUtea  and 
Oaorgta,  413, 418;  Benatur  from  MaaMchnaetts,  467;  an 
the  payment  of  lateieat  to  States,  S71 ;  on  the  anrrlTora 
of  the  Bevolntlon,  B89;  on  the  dntj  on  iadtgoyCM;  on 
the  duty  on  cordage,  609;  on  the  duty  oniUka,  DOS;  on 
breTet  rank,  OOi.  &•«  IndM,  Tola.  0,  T. 

Vmu,  JoBM  0.,  on  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  47; 
on  the  Panama  mission,  170;  on  the  exportation  of  froe 
people  of  color,  S70;  on  the  Liberian  Agency,  442-464; 
on  *  KaTsl  Academy,  4aS;  BepresentatiTO  from  Mary- 
land. «»;  OB  the  Beak  of  the  United  Btataa,  OO;  on 
nilltla  oonrta  martial,  tSL 

Wett  Poini  Oadelt.—SM  Mm,  toL  ft. 

Wttt  Point  Academy.Se*  Mm,  toL  7. 

Wett  Point,  YitUor*  (o.— In  the  Senate,  a  motion  to  strike 
ont  the  appropriation  for  the  e^naet  o(  considered,  6&T. 

ITeaterA  .^nnory.— In  the  Honae,  a  reaolntlon  relative  to, 
eonaldered,  800 ;  this  work  required  in  the  West,  860 ;  a 
anltabte  location  at  Hone-Shoe  Bend  on  the  ZJcUng 
BlT«r,K0;  reMdntlon  modified,  851  ;HnendiBaiitiBOTed, 
891 ;  laid  on  the  taUe,  809.  8m  Mm,  toL  7. 


Wuttm  Ritr*,  Navigation  ^.—Sm  Mm,  toL  & 
Whtti^  Hvsk  L,  OB  payment  of  deported  alares,  809-411 ; 
OB  the  Florida  Indians,  860;  on  praaarTatton  of  Hto  oak 

timber,  876 ;  on  deaf  and  dumb  asylnma,  401 ;  Senator 
from  Tenncaaae,  467 ;  on  the  powen  of  the  Tloe  Praal- 
dent,  618 ;  relaUre  to  Tlaltora  at  West  Point,  088.  St* 
JndM,  vol  8. 

'W&tTB,  JoaiPH  U.,  Delegate  from  Florida,  610.  Bflndtm, 
ToLS. 

White*,  tkeif  inlnuion  on  Mia»  SttrraHon.—SM 

deo^ToLS. 

Wbiffli,  Tnoaaa,  Ja.,  Bepretentstive  from  Now  Hamp- 
shire, 600.  8m  Mm,  vols.  T,  8. 

mttiMv'a  Patent  BtghL-Se*  Mm,  toL  4 

WnmLBSBT,  Elibbi,  BepreaentatlTa  from  Ohio.  SttJk- 
dM,  rola.  7,  a. 

WtCKUrra,  CtuiUB  on  Bonth  American  relations, 
48^00,09,48;  on  the  Panama  mlulon,»7;  on  the  b«v 
Creofc  treafy,  UO;  on  negroes  In  the  Dbtrlrt  of 
OolntnUa,  864 ;  on  the  Tacnbaya  ralaaton,  480 ;  on  Heade's 
dalro,  446,  448;  BepreieatatiTo  from  Kentucky,  010; 
relative  to  captured  Africans,  648;  on  mllUia  courts 
martial,  K>7,  062.  See  Mm,  toIs.  7,  8. 
Widoun  and  OrpXana,  PtMim  to. — 5w  Mex,  toL  & 
WiLUT,  Caltik,  Beaator  fton  Conneetlcnt,  467.  SttJit- 
dtx,  ToL  S. 

WuuAim,  Tiw,  letter  to  Got.  Thmp  raqMottng  tha  Ciaek 
Indlaoa,  808. 

Wnuaxs,  Tbobab  H.,  Senator  from  WaaliBlpp!,  487.  St* 

Mm,  Tola.  0,  T,  8. 
ViLUAim,  I^is,  KepresentatlTo  from  North  Carolina,  00, 

5m  Indtm,  TOla.  0,  0,  7,  & 
WiiMx,  Hemxi  p.,  decease  o(  SSOl 
Wiuox,  Emuiif  K.,  RepresentatlTa  from  Itaryland,  600. 
Wiuoir,  Jalfl^  Bepreoentatlre  from  Fenn^Tsi^  tM. 

St»Mm,Tolm.7. 
Wnra,  Ansnii     Delegat*  ftam  lOAlgaa,  010;  raUtlT*  to 

a  oanal  la  Michigan,  02tL  !See  Mm,  toL  8. 
WnSATB,  JoMtra  F.,  BepresentatlTS  frnn  Maine,  809. 
FUnesset,  pasmeia      in  Impeac^mtnt  Catta.—St*  In- 

dM,  to).  8. 

Wolf.  Oiomb,  RepreeentatiTS  from  FennsylTaaia,  000, 

Wood,  Siua,  man  amendment  to  the  coBttltatlon, 80;  oa 
the  Panama  MIssIob,  101  *  on  lolbren  bf  lire  Is  Alex. 
andrla,890;  on  Deaf  aad  Snmb  Avio™;  Bepr»- 
lentaUve  fhim  New  York,  909.  St*  Mtm,  toIb.  t,t^i. 

Wood,  Jonir,  Jr.,  Beprcaentatlve  from  New  York,  600. 

Woods,  Johx,  on  fi  ee  negroes  in  the  District  Columbta, 
8B6 ;  on  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Indians,  409  ;  Bep- 
reseotatlre  from  Ohio,  010.  .Sse /nd«D,  vol  8. 

WooDHrar,  Lan,  on  the  duty  on  Bait,  801 ;  Senator  from 
Now  Hompahliet  467 ;  on  the  power*  of  the  Tlc«  Preel. 
dent,  OU;  on  surTlTlng  rertrfationary  officers,  648;  on 
the  French  Coloiiial  TnA*,  AOS;  on  the  aBrTiTOrs  of  the 
Berolntlon,  60-684;  on  the  duty  on  silks,  808;  on  the 
duty  on  winea,  600.  Set  Index,  toL  8. 

Woodcock,  Datid,  BepreseotatlTe  from  New  York,  600. 

WoxTHiHOTOK,  Jouk  C,  on  Bevolntionary  Pensionemi  870; 
on  the  Panama  Hlaalon,  900;  on  a  Polar  Expedition, 
878;  BepfesentatlTe  from  Maryland,  009. 

Wxiotn,  Jomt  <X,  BeprearatattT*  from  Ohio,  810 ;  jelatiTa 
to  captured  AMeanfl,  041-MI ;  cm  nlUUa  worts  tnarlU^ 
669 ;  on  retrenehment,  SS4.  S$*  Mm,  toL  S. 

WuoiiT,  Sius,  Jr.,  on  Sonth  American  ralatlnns,  67-76;  on 
relief  to  the  Florida  Indians,  127 ;  on  tree  negroea  In  the 
District  pf  Columbia,  855;  on  land  claims  In  Ohio,  874, 
875;  reports  on  the  Vice  Preddeat'a  Memorial,  416; 
on  the  report  on  the  Tloe  President's  Appeal,  488;  oB 
the  British  ColonU  Tndo.  461;  Bepreaentatlre  from 
Hew  TortE.  009. 

Wrai%J<»i^<tttb*FlHMBialDirim,U8;  waHaTrTird 
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•tPhlladelpbUfSOQ;  on  Duf  and  Domb  Airlniu,  401- 
408;  OB  IfMdft'B  dalffl,  4M;  od  Um  BrltUt  OolanU 
Tn(U,408-t«.  A«JiwlM\ToL8L 

Y 

TAXsr,  JoBL,  BepuMentittTC  ftun  K«Btiu^,'siOL 
roMO  iVrakwii— In  a«  Soute,  ft  Ua  fbr  tiia  nltof  of  Mr> 
talnp«natu,ft&,eatisldered,STO;  gronadiforths  bvoT' 
aUe  report  of  a  n^Joritr  of  the  committee,  STS ;  the  de- 
eUon  that  the  title  to  OQO-teDth  of  the  land  nleased  to 
the  United  Stat«a  wm  not  good,  la  plainly  erroneona,  ST0 ; 
gronodof  thUdeefdoB  of  the  Board,  ST(;  Bnpnrae  Conrt 
decided  It  to  ba  good,  S76;  thededdonof  the  Board  waa 
in«deflDalBinoathelo««rthepatltlon«r8,ST6;  thaqaee- 
Uon  not  a  Bewone,sn;  reported  valutiiilBn^S76; 
bU  the  cUiin  or  title  of  the  pnrohaaen,  ooder  the  Aet  of 
Georgia,  to  Yazoo  Unda,  mnat  be  looked  upon  aa  proper- 
ty obtained  In  conseqnenoe  of  a  ftnndulent  advantage 
orerthe  lawa  of  the  land,  ST0;  the  Intrinsic  Justice  of  the 
cUim,  9T6;  appropriation  by  Congreaa,  ST7;  three  aeta 
of  elalmi^  XTT;  Commltaloiien  decided  In  bvcif  <rf  the 
UiiIt«dBtatea,ST7;  theeUlmaitftbeNeir  EngUndOiai- 
pany  eonld  be  pot  on  no  better  fbotfag  than  thoae  of 


their  grmnton,  8T8;  TOlnntarr  e<»ftaaalaB  «f  tlw  pHty, 
hlBueU;  ST&  Sm  IndM,  Tola,  ft,  & 
T»at  and  JITayo.— In  Benate,  lelatlvB  to  the  appolotmeat 
of  eommitteea,  919;  relatlre  to  taiarj  gf  PoetBMttf 
eeMna,l8&;  on  relief  of  AloTBBdfU  B(iAran,Sn;  <■ 
thedntyon  ialt,S»-»9;  lelatiTa  to  the  FaaaiH 
slon,  KOt  SSS;  on  londa  far  b  esDal  U  IndlaBB,  ttS;  m 
dntjr  on  teaa,SHi  M  pay  of  Uenttnanta  In  tfco  ibtt; 
ATS ;  OS  motion  to  re^emnrit  the  bill  for  tbe  reHef  «f 
Ura.  DecBtnr,  DM;  relatlTO  to  the  povera  of  the  Tlea 
Trealdent,  filS;  relaUre  to  tnteroal  ImproYementa  In  Ai- 
abeina,W;  on  the  bill  fi>r  the  relief  of  Ura.  Brown,  CU ; 
OB  thepaTBwnt  of  Intareat  to  Btatea,fiTS;  on  thegradn- 
atlon  of  prieo  of  pabllo  land^  fisa;  mWIto  to  tho  bh^ 
TiToraofth«BftTalatl<»,fl88;  onthoTBilffblII,aOg;fla 
the  Cbeaapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  100;  on  the  imtj  oa 
wloea,  «M;  on  braret  raak,  KM;  on  the  Miami  Caaa^ 
60T. 

In  the  Honae,  on  amendment  to  the  eonetttntlon,  88; 
on  the  Panama  Mlaaloa,  SIB;  on  aoArera  by  Are  In  Al- 
•xa&drta,  898;  oo  the  dntlea  oa  woollena,41S;  on  tba 
approprlatlan  for  the  Teenhara  Miadon,  tfl ;  oo  tbo 
BrttUk  OolnU  Trade,  401 
Tovxs, 'Wjuum 8^ daeoBM o( ni.  AMMM^ToLa 
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